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I.— PARENTAGE  OF  FREDERICK. 
N  the  southern  coasts  of  the  Baltic  Sea,  be- 
tween the  latitudes  of  52°  and  54°,  there 


lies  a  country  which  was  first  revealed  to  civil- 
ized eves  about  three  hundred  years  before  the 
birth  of  Christ.    The  trading  adventurers  from 
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Marseilles,  who  landed  at  various  points  upon 
the  coast,  found  it  a  cold,  savage  region  of 
lakes,  forests,  marshy  jungles,  and  sandy  wastes. 
A  shaggy  tribe  peopled  it,  of  semi-barbarians, 
almost  as  wild  as  the  bears,  wolves,  and  swine 
which  roamed  their  forests.  As  the  centitries 
rolled  on,  centuries  of  which,  in  these  remote 
regions,  history  takes  no  note,  but  in  which  the 
gloomy  generations  came  and  went,  shouting, 
fighting,  weeping,  dying,  gradually  the  aspect 
of  a  rude  civilization  spread  over  those  dreary 
solitudes.  The  savage  inhabitants,  somewhat 
tamed,  increased  in  numbers,  and  there  ap- 
peared a  tall  and  manly  race  of  fair  complex- 
ion, light  hair,  stern  aspect,  great  physical 
strength,  and  very  formidable  in  battle. 

Still  centuries  elapsed,  leaving  little  for  his- 
tory to  record  but  war  and  woe.  Fierce  tribes 
swept  in  all  directions.  Battle  was  life's  great 
business.  Man,  ignorant,  degraded,  brutal, 
could  have  had  but  few  if  any  joys.  Perhaps, 
through  his  degradation,  his  woes  were  only 
such  as  beasts  feel.  By  degrees,  from  this 
chaos,  a  certain  kind  of  governmental  order 
emerged.  Small  tribes  became  united  under 
powerful  chieftains.  Kings  arose.  There  were 
all  varieties  of  political  organizations,  duke- 
doms, principalities,  marquisates,  and  elector- 
ates. It  is  recorded  that  Adalbert,  bishop  of 
Prag,  about  the  year  997,  with  two  companions, 
as  apostles  of  Christianity,  first  penetrated  these 
wilds.  Like  Christian  heroes  they  went,  with 
staff  and  scri])^  regardless  of  danger.  The 
bishop  was  fifty  years  of  age,  and  his  gray 
hairs  floated  in  the  breeze.  As  he  landed  a 
stout  savage  struck  him  with  tlie  flat  of  his  oar, 
and  sent  him  headlong  to  the  ground. 

The  zealous  bishop,  perhaps  not  unwilling 
to  secure  the  crown  of  martyrdom,  pressed  on, 
preaching  the  Gospel,  in  face  of  prohibitions 
and  menaces,  until  he  entered  one  of  the  sacred 
inclosures  which  was  a  sanctuary  of  the  idols  of 
these  heathen.  The  priests  rushed  upon  him, 
endeavored  to  drive  him  out,  and  struck  him 
with  a  dagger  in  the  back  of  his  neck.  He  ut- 
tered but  one  cry,  "Jesus  receive  me!"  and 
stretching  out  his  arms  fell  with  his  face  to  the 
ground,  and  lay  dead  there  "in  the  form  of  a 
crucifix."  The  place  is  yet  pointed  out  where 
Adalbert  fell.  Still  the  seeds  of  Christianity 
were  sown.  Other  missionaries  followed.  Idol- 
atry disappeared,  and  the  realm  became  nom- 
inally Christian.  Revealed  religion  introduced 
increased  enlightenment  and  culture,  though 
there  still  remained  much  of  the  savagery  of 
ancient  days. 

When  the  Reformation  in  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury was  presented  to  Europe,  and  was  reject- 
ed by  Italy,  France,  Austria,  and  Spain,  it  was 
accepted,  though  not  unanimously,  yet  very 
generally,  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  wild  re- 
gion. In  the  year  1700  there  was,  in  the 
midst  of  the  realm  of  which  we  are  about  to 
write,  and  which  is  now  called  Prussia,  a  prov- 
ince then  known  as  the  Marquisate  of  Branden- 
burg.   It  embraced  a  little  over  fifteen  thou- 


sand square  miles,  being  about  twice  as  large 
as  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  It  was  one  of 
the  electorates  of  Germany,  and  the  elector  or 
marquis,  Frederick,  belonged  to  the  renowned 
family  of  Hohenzollern.  To  the  east  of  Bran- 
denburg there  was  a  duchy  called  Prussia. 
This  duchy,  in  some  of  the  political  agitations 
of  the  times,  had  been  transferred  to  the  mar- 
quis of  Brandenburg.  The  elector  of  Bran- 
denburg, Frederick,  an  ambitious  man,  rejoic- 
ing in  the  extent  of  his  domain,  which  was 
large  for  a  marquisate  though  small  for  a  mon- 
archy, obtained  from  the  emperor  of  Germany 
its  recognition  as  a  kingdom,  and  assumed  the 
title  of  Frederick  I.  of  Prussia.  Many  of  the 
proud  monarchies  of  Europe  did  not  conceal 
the  contempt  with  which  they  regarded  this 
petty  kingdom.  They  received  the  elector  into 
their  society  very  much  as  haughty  nobles, 
proud  of  a  long  line  of  illustrious  ancestry, 
would  receive  a  successful  merchant  who  liad 
purchased  a  title.  Frederick  himself  was 
greatly  elated  with  the  honor  he  had  attained, 
and  his  subjects  shared  with  him  in  his  exulta- 
tion. 

Berlin  was  the  capital  of  Brandenburg. 
Konigsberg,  an  important  sea-port  on  the  Bal- 
tic, nearly  five  hundred  miles  east  of  Berlin, 
was  the  capital  of  the  Prussian  duchy,  Tlie 
ceremony  of  coronation  look  place  at  Konigs- 
berg. The  road,  for  most  of  the  distance,  was 
through  a  very  wild,  uncultivated  country. 
Eighteen  hundred  carriages,  witli  thirty  thou- 
sand post-horses,  were  provided  to  convey  the 
court  to  the  scene  of  coronation.  Such  a  cav- 
alcade was  never  beheld  in  those  parts  before. 
The  carriages  moved  like  an  army,  in  three 
divisions  of  six  hundred  each.  Volumes  have 
been  written  descriptive  of  the  pageant.  It  is 
said  that  the  diamond  buttons  on  the  king's  coat 
cost  seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  each. 
The  streets  were  not  only  tapestried  with  the 
richest  cloth  of  the  most  gorgeous  colors,  but 
many  of  them  were  softly  carpeted  for  the  feet 
of  the  high-born  men  and  proud  dames  who 
contributed,  by  their  picturesque  costume,  to 
the  brilliance  of  the  spectacle.  Frederick,  with 
his  own  hands,  placed  the  crown  upon  his  brow. 
Thus  was  the  kingdom  of  Prussia  ushered  into 
being  at  the  close  of  the  year  1700. 

Frederick  I.  had  a  son,  Frederick  William, 
then  twelve  years  of  age.  He  accompanied  his 
father  upon  this  coronation  tour.  As  heir  to 
the  throne  he  was  called  the  Crown  Prince. 
His  mother  was  a  Hanoverian  princess,  a  sister 
of  the  elector  George  of  Hanover,  who  subse- 
quently became  George  I.  of  England.  George 
1.  did  not  succeed  to  the  British  crown  until 
the  death  of  Anne,  in  1714.  When  Frederick 
William  was  but  five  years  of  age  he  had  been 
taken  by  his  mother  to  Hanover,  to  visit  her 
brother,  then  the  elector.  George  had  two 
children — a  little  girl,  named  Sophie  Dorothee, 
a  few  months  older  than  Frederick  William, 
and  a  son,  who  subsequently  became  George  II. 
of  England.    The  two  boys  did  not  love  each 
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other.  They  often 
quarreled.  Though 
Frederick  William 
was  the  younger,  it 
is  said  that  on  one 
occasion  he  severely 
beat  his  cousin,  the 
future  king  of  En- 
gland, causing  the* 
blood  to  flow  freely. 
He  developed  a  very 
energetic  but  un- 
amiable  character. 
Among  other  anec- 
dotes, illustrative  of 
his  determined  spirit, 
it  is  recorded  that  at 
one  time,  during  this 
visit,  his  governess 
ordered  some  task 
which  he  was  un- 
willing to  perform. 
The  headstrong  boy 
sprang  out  of  the 
third  story  window  of 
the  castle,  and,  cling- 
ing to  the  sill  with 
his  hands,  threatened 
to  let  himself  drop. 
The  terrified  Ma- 
dame Montbail  was 
thus  brought  to 
terms.  ^ 

Sophie  Dorothee 
was  a  very  pretty 
child.  The  plan  was 
probably  already  con- 
templated by  the  pa- 
rents that  the  two 
should  be  married 
in  due  time.  Soon 
after  this  Frederick 

William  lost  his  mother,  and  with  her  all  of  a 
mother's  care  and  gentle  influences.  Her  place 
was  taken  by  a  step-mother,  whose  peevishness 
and  irritability  soon  developed  into  maniacal 
insanity.  When  Frederick  William  was  eight- 
een years  of  age  he  was  allowed  to  choose  be- 
tween three  princesses  for  his  wife.  He  took 
his  pretty  cousin,  Sophie  Dorothee.  They  were 
married  with  great  pomp  on  the  28th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1706. 

A  son  was  born  and  died.  A  daughter  came, 
Wilhelmina.  But  a  daughter  could  not  inherit 
the  crown.  Another  son  was  born  and  died. 
There  was  great  anxiety  at  court,  from  fear 
that  the  direct  line  of  succession  might  not  be 
preserved.    But  on  the  24th  of  January,  1712, 

1  "He  got  no  improvement  in  breeding,  as  we  inti- 
mated ;  none  at  all :  fought  on  the  contrary  with  his 
young  cousin,  afterward  our  George  II.,  a  boy  twice 
his  age,  though  of  weaker  bone,  and  gave  him  a 
bloody  nose,  to  the  scandal  and  consternation  of  the 
French  Protestant  gentlemen  and  court  dames  in  their 
stiff  silks.  '  Ahee  your  electoral  highness  !'  This  had 
been  a  rough  unruly  boy  from  the  first  discovery  of 

h  im. ' ' — C  ARL  YLE. 


BAPTISM  OF  FEEDERICK. 

when  the  monarch}''  was  but  twelve  years  old, 
the  little  prince  was  born  who  subsequently  ob- 
tained such  renown  as  Frederick  the  Great. 
The  king,  his  grandfether,  was  aged  and  in- 
firm. The  excessive  joy  with  which  he  greeted 
little  Fritz,  as  he  fondly  called  the  cliild,  was 
cordially  reciprocated  throughout  the  Prussian 
nation.  The  realm  blazed  with  bonfires  and 
illuminations,  and  resounded  with  every  dem- 
onstration of  public  joy.  The  young  prince 
was  christened  with  great  pomp,  Charles  Fred- 
erick. The  emperor,  Charles  VI.,  was  present 
on  the  occasion,  and  in  the  solemnities  there 
were  blended  the  most  imposing  civil,  militarj', 
and  ecclesiastical  rites.  The  baptism  took  place 
on  the  31st  of  January,  1 712,  when  the  babe  Avas 
a  week  old.  The  young  prince  subsequently 
dropped  the  name  of  Charles,  and  Frederick  be- 
came his  sole  designation.  Wilhelmina,  Fred- 
erick's sister,  was  about  three  years  older  than 
himself.  We  shall  have  frequent  occasion  to 
allude  to  her  in  the  course  of  this  history,  as 
between  her  and  her  brother  there  sprang  up  a 
warm  attachment,  which  was  of  life-long  con- 
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tiniiance.  Ten  children  were  subsequently  born 
to  the  royal  pair,  fourteen  in  all,  most  of  whom 
attained  mature  years. 

Frederick  William,  the  Crown  Prince,  was  at 
the  time  of  the  birth  of  his  son  Frederick  twen- 
ty-four years  of  age.  He  was  a  very  peculiar 
man,  sturdy  and  thick-set  in  figure,  of  strong 
mental  powers,  but  quite  uneducated.  He  was 
unpolished  in  manners,  rude  in  his  address, 
honest  and  sincere,  a  stern,  persevering  worker, 
despising  all  luxurious  indulgence,  and  excess- 
ively devoted  to  the  routine  of  military  duties. 

The  king,  Frederick  I.,  had  for  some  time 
been  in  a  feeble  state  of  health.  The  burden 
of  life  had  proved  heavier  than  he  was  able  to 
bear.  His  wife  was  crazed,  his  home  desolate, 
his  health  broken,  and  many  mortifications  and 
disappointments  had  so  crushed  his  spirits  that 


he  had  fallen  into  the  deepest  state  of  melan- 
choly. As  he  was  sitting  alone  and  sad  in  a 
chill  morning  of  February,  1713,  gazing  into 
the  fire,  absorbed  in  painful  musings,  suddenly 
there  was  a  crash  of  the  glass  door  of  the  apart- 
ment. His  frenzied  wife,  half-clad,  with  di- 
sheveled hair,  having  escaped  from  her  keepers, 
came  bursting  through  the  shattered  panes.  , 
Her  arms  were  gashed  with  the  glass,  and  she 
was  in  the  highest  state  of  maniacal  excitement. 
The  shock  proved  a  death-blow  to  the  infirm  old 
king.  He  was  carried  to  his  bed,  which  he  never 
left,  dying  in  a  few  days.  His  grandson  Fred- 
erick was  then  fourteen  months  old. 

Frederick  William  was  too  stern  a  man  to 
shed  many  tears  over  his  father's  death.  The 
old  king  was  ostentatious  in  his  tastes,  fond  of 
parade  and  splendor.    The  son  had  almost  an 
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insane  contempt  for  all  court  etiquette  and  all  ' 
the  elegancies  of  life.  As  he  stood  by  his  fa- 
ther's dying  bed  his  unamiable,  rugged  nature 
developed  itself  in  the  disgust,  almost  rage,  with 
which  he  regarded  the  courtly  pageantry  with 
which  the  expiring  monarch  was  surrounded. 
The  remains  of  the  king  were  allowed  to  be 
conveyed  to  the  torft)  with  that  pomp  which 
had  been  dear  to  him  while  living. 

But  immediately  after  these  ceremonies  were 
over  the  nevv  monarch,  who  assumed  the  crown 
with  the  title  of  Frederick  William,  not  with 
that  of  Frederick  II.,  to  the  utter  consternation 
of  the  court,  dismissed  nearly  every  honorary 
official  of  the  palace,  froni  the  highest  dignitary 
to  the  humblest  page.  His  flashing  eye  and 
determined  manner  were  so  appalling  that  no 
one  ventured  to  remonstrate.  A  clean  sweep 
was  made,  so  that  the  household  was  reduced 
to  the  lowest  footing  of  economy  consistent  with 
the  supply  of  indispensable  wants.  Eight  serv- 
ants were  retained  at  six  shillings  a  week.  His 
father  had  thirty  pages.  All  were  dismissed 
but  three.  There  were  one  thousand  saddle- 
horses  in  the  royal  stables,  Frederick  William 
kept  thirty.  Three-fourths  of  the  names  were 
struck  from  the  pension-list.  Thus  rigidh'  the 
king  went  on  through  every  department  of  ad- 
ministrative and  household  expenses,  until  they 
were  reduced  to  below  a  fifth  of  what  they  had 
been  under  his  father. 

For  twenty-seven  years  this  strange  man 
reigned.  He  w^as  like  no  other  monarch. 
Great  wisdom  and  shrewdness  were  blended 
with  unutterable  folly  and  almost  maniacal 
madness.  Though  a  man  of  strong  powers  of 
mind,  he  Avas  very  illiterate.  He  certainly  had 
some  clear  views  of  political  economy.  Car- 
lyle  says  of  him,  "His  semi-articulate  papers 
and  rescripts  on  these  subjects  are  still  almost 
worth  reading  by  a  lover  of  genuine  human  tal- 
ent in  the  dumb  form.  For  spelling,  grammar, 
penmanship,  and  composition  they  resemble  no- 
thing else  extant — are  as  if  done  by  the  paw  of 
a  bear ;  indeed  the  utterance  generally  sounds 
more  like  the  growling  of  a  bear  than  any  thing 
that  could  be  handily  spelled  or  parsed.  But 
there  is  a  decisive  human  sense  in  the  heart  of 
it ;  and  there  is  such  a  dire  hatred  of  empty 
bladders,  unrealities,  and  hypocritical  forms 
and  pretenses,  which  he  calls  wind  and  hum- 
bug, as  is  very  strange  indeed." 

His  energy  inspired  the  whole  kingdom  and 
paved  the  way  for  the  achievements  of  his  son. 
The  father  created  the  machine  with  which  the 
son  attained  such  wonderful  results.  He  com- 
muted the  old  feudal  service  into  a  fixed  money 
payment.  He  goaded  the  whole  realm  into  in- 
dustry, compelling  even  the  apple -women  to 
knit  at  the  stalls.  The  crown  lands  were  care- 
fully farmed  out.  He  drained  bogs,  planted 
colonies,  established  manufactures,  and  in  ev- 
ery way  encouraged  the  use  of  Prussian  prod- 
ucts. He  carried  with  him  invariably  a  stout 
ratan  cane.  Upon  the  slightest  provocation, 
like  a  madman,  he  would  thrash  those  who  dis- 


pleased him.  He  was  thoroughly  an  arbitrary 
king,  ruling  at  his  sovereign  will,  and  disposing 
of  the  liberty,  the  property,  and  the  lives  of  his 
subjects  at  his  pleasure.  Every  year  he  was 
accumulating  large  masses  of  coin,  which  he 
deposited  in  barrels  in  the  cellar  of  his  palace. 
He  had  no  powers  of  graceful  speech,  but 
spent  his  energetic,  joyless  life  in  grumbling 
and  growling. 

The  Prussian  Minister,  baron  Pollnitz,  in  a 
letter  from  Berlin,  dated  June  6,  1729,  writes: 
"  The  king's  prime  minister  is  the  king  himself, 
who  is  informed  of  every  thing  and  is  desirous 
to  know  every  thing.  He  gives  great  applica- 
tion to  business,  but  does  it  with  extraordinary 
ease ;  and  nothing  escapes  his  penetration  nor 
his  memory,  which  is  a  very  happy  one.  No 
sovereign  in  the  world  is  of  more  easy  access, 
his  subjects  being  actually  permitted  to  write 
to  him  without  any  other  formality  than  super- 
scribing the  letter  To  the  King.  By  writing  un- 
derneath. To  he  delivered  into  his  JSLtjestys  own 
hands,  one  may  be  sure  that  the  king  receives 
and  reads  it,  and  that  the  next  post  he  will  an- 
swer it,  either  with  his  own  hands  or  by  his  sec- 
retary. These  answers  are  short,  but  peremp- 
tory. There  is  no  town  in  all  the  king  of  Prus- 
sia's dominions,  except  Neufchatcl,  where  he 
has  not  been ;  no  province  which  he  does  not 
know  full  well ;  nor  a  court  of  justice  but  he  is 
acquainted  with  its  chief  members." 

Fully  conscious  that  the  respect  which  would 
be  paid  to  him  as  a  European  sovereign  greatly 
depended  upon  the  number  of  men  he  could 
bring  into  the  field  of  battle,  Frederick  William 
devoted  untiring  energies  to  the  creation  of  an 
army.  By  the  most  severe  economy,  watching 
with  an  eagle  eye  every  expenditure,  and  bring- 
ing his  cudgel  down  mercilessly  upon  the  shoul- 
ders of  every  loiterer,  he  succeeded  in  raising 
and  maintaining  an  army  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand men;  seventy-two  thousand  being  field 
troops,  and  thirty  thousand  in  garrison.^  He 
drilled  these  troops  as  troops  were  never  drilled 
before.  Regardless  himself  of  comfort,  insens- 
ible to  fatigue,  dead  to  affection,  he  created 
perhaps  the  most  potent  military  machine  earth 
has  ever  known.  Prussia  was  an  armed  camp. 
The  king  prized  his  soldiers  as  a  miser  prizes 
his  gold  coin,  and  was  as  unwilling  to  expose 
them  to  any  danger  as  the  miser  is  to  hazard  his 
treasures.  War  would  thin  his  regiments,  soil 
his  uniforms,  destroy  his  viateriel.  He  hated 
w^ar.  But  his  army  caused  Prussia  to  be  re- 
spected. If  needful  he  could  throw  one  hun- 
dred thousand  of  the  best  drilled  and  best  fur- 
nished troops  in  Europe,  like  a  catapult,  upon 
any  point.  Unprincipled  monarchs  would  think 
twice  before  they  would  encroach  upon  a  man 
thus  armed. 

There  was  but  one  short  war  in  which  Fred- 
erick William  engaged  during  his  reign  of  twen- 
ty-seven years.    That  was  with  Charles  XII.  of 


1  Gestiindnisse  einea  (Esterreichischen  Veterans,  i.  p. 
64. 
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Sweden.  It  lasted  but  a  few  months,  and  from 
it  the  Prussian  king  returned  victorious.  The 
demands  of  Frederick  William  were  not  un- 
reasonable. A^s  he  commenced  the  brief  cam- 
paign, which  began  and  ended  with  the  siege  of 
Stralsund,  he  said:  "Why  will  the  very  king 
whom  I  most  respect  compel  me  to  be  his 
enemy?"  In  his  characteristic  farewell  order 
to  his  ministers  he  wrote  :  "  My  wife  shall  be 
told  of  all  things,  and  counsel  asked  of  her. 
And  as  I  am  a  man,  and  may  be  shot  dead,  I 
command  you  and  all  to  take  care  of  Fritz,  as 
God  shall  reward  you.  And  I  give  you  all,  wife 
to  begin  with,  my  curse  that  God  may  punish 
you  in  time  and  eternity  if  you  do  not,  after  my 
death,  bury  me  in  the  vault  of  the  palace  church 
at  Berlin.  And  you  shall  make  no  grand  to-do 
on  the  occasion.  On  your  body  and  life  no 
festiA'als  and  ceremonials,  except  that  the  regi- 
ments, one  after  the  other,  fire  a  volley  over  me. 
I  am  assured  that  you  will  manage  every  thing 
with  all  the  exactness  in  the  world,  for  which 
I  shall  ever,  zealously,  as  long  as  I  live,  be  your 
friend." 

The  king  was  scrupulously  clean,  washing 
five  times  a  day.  He  would  allow  no  drapery, 
no  stuff'ed  furniture,  no  carpets  in  his  apart- 
ments. They  caught  dust.  He  sat  upon  a 
plain  wooden  chair.  He  ate  roughly,  like  a 
farmer,  of  roast  beef,  despising  all  delicacies. 
His  almost  invariable  dress  was  a  close  mili- 
tary blue  coat,  with  red  cuffs  and  collar,  buft" 
waistcoat  and  breeches,  and  white  linen  gai- 
ters to  the  knee.  A  sword  was  belted  around 
his.  loins,  and,  as  we  have  said,  a  stout  ratan  or 
bamboo  cane  ever  in  his  hand.  A  well-worn, 
battered,  triangular  hat  covered  his  head.  He 
walked  rapidly  through  the  streets  which  sur- 
rounded his  palaces  at  Potsdam  and  Berlin. 
If  he  met  any  one  who  attracted  his  attention, 
male  or  female,  he  would  abruptly,  menacingly 
inquire,  "Who  are  you?"  A  street  lounger 
he  has  been  known  to  hit  over  the  head  with 
his  cane,  exclaiming,  "Home,  you  rascal,  and 
go  to  work."  If  any  one  prevaricated  or  hesi- 
tated he  would  sternly  demand,  "Look  me  in 
the  face."  If  there  were  still  hesitancy,  or  the 
king  were  dissatisfied  with  the  answers,  the  one 
interrogated  was  lucky  if  he  escaped  without  a 
caning.^ 

The  boorish  king  hated  the  refinement  and 
polish  of  the  French.  If  he  met  a  lady  in  rich 
attire,  she  was  pretty  sure  to  be  rudely  assail- 
ed; and  a  young  man  fashionably  dressed  could 
hardly  escape  the  cudgel  if  he  came  within  reach 
of  the  king's  arm.    The  king,  stalking  through 


1  "When  his  Majesty  took  a  walk,  every  human 
being  fled  before  him,  as  if  a  tiger  had  broken  loose 
from  a  menagerie.  If  he  met  a  lady  in  the  street,  he 
gave  her  a  kick,  and  told  her  to  go  home  and  mind 
her  brats.  If  he  saw  a  clergyman  staring  at  the  sol- 
diers, he  admonished  the  reverend  gentleman  to  be- 
take himself  to  study  and  prayer,  and  enforced  this 
pious  advice  by  a  sound  caning  administered  on  the 
spot.  But  it  was  in  his  own  house  that  he  was  most 
unreasonable  and  ferocious.  His  palace  was  hell,  and 
he  the  most  execrable  of  fiends." — Macaulay. 


the  streets,  was  as  marked  an  object  as  an  ele- 
phant would  have  been.  Every  one  instantly 
recognized  him,  and  many  fled  at  his  approach. 
One  day  he  met  a  pale,  threadbare  young  man, 
who  was  quietly  passing  him,  when  the  king 
stopped,  in  his  jerking  gait,  and  demanded,  in 
his  coarse,  rapid  utterance,  "Who  are  you?" 
"lam  a  theological  student,"  the  young  man  qui- 
etly replied.  "Where  from?"  added  the  king. 
"From  Berlin,"  was  the  response.  "From Ber- 
lin ?"  the  king  rejoined ;  "  the  Berliners  are  all 
a  good-for-nothing  set."  "Yes,  your  Majesty, 
that  is  true  of  many  of  them,"  the  young  man 
added  ;  "  but  I  know  of  two  exceptions."  "  Of 
two ?"  responded  the  king ;  "which  are  they ?" 
"Your  Majesty  and  myself,"  the  young  man 
replied.  The  king  burst  into  a  good-humor- 
ed laugh,  and,  after  having  the  young  man 
carefully  examined,  assigned  him  to  a  chap- 
laincy. 

The  French  Minister  at  the  court  of  Berlin, 
count  Rothenburg,  was  a  Prussian  by  birth. 
He  was  a  man  of  much  diplomatic  ability,  and 
a  \ery  accomplished  gentleman.  Having  spent 
much  of  his  life  in  Paris  he  had  acquired  the 
polished  manners  of  the  French  court,  and 
wore  the  costume  appropriate  to  the  Tuileries 
and  Versailles.  He  and  his  associates  in  the 
embassy  attracted  much  attention  as  they  ap- 
peared in  their  cocked  hats,  flowing  wigs,  laced 
coats,  and  other  gorgeous  trimmings.  The 
king,  in  his  homespun  garb,  was  apprehensive 
that  the  example  so  obnoxious  to  him  might 
spread. 

There  was  to  be  a  grand  review  on  the  pa- 
rade-ground just  out  from  Berlin,  at  which  the 
French  embassy  was  to  be  present.  The  king 
caused  a  party  equal  in  number,  composed  of 
the  lowest  of  the  people,  to  be  dressed  in  an 
enormous  exaggeration  of  the  French  costume. 
Their  cocked  hats  w^re  nearly  a  yard  in  diam- 
eter. Immense  wigs  reached  to  their  heels ; 
and  all  other  parts  of  the  French  court  costume 
were  caricatured  in  the  most  grotesque  manner 
possible.  As  soon  as  the  French  embassy  ap- 
peared there  was  a  great  sound  of  trumpets  and 
martial  bands  from  another  part  of  the  field, 
and  these  harlequins  were  brought  forward  to 
the  gaze  of  every  e3'e,  and  conspicuously  to  the 
view  of  count  Rothenburg  and  his  compan- 
ions. Military  discipline  prevented  any  out- 
burst of  derisive  laughter.  Perfect  silence 
reigned.  The  king  sat  upon  his  horse  as 
stolid  and  grim  as  fate.  Count  Rothenburg 
yielded  to  this  gross  discourtesy  of  the  king, 
and  ever  after,  while  he  remained  in  Berlin, 
wore  a  plain  German  costume. 

Frederick  William  was  very  anxious  that  lit- 
tle Fritz  should  be  trained  to  warlike  tastes  and 
habits  ;  that,  like  himself,  he  should  scorn  all 
effeminacy ;  that,  wearing  homespun  clothes, 
eating  frugal  food,  despising  all  pursuits  of 
pleasure  and  all  literary  tastes,  he  should  be 
every  inch  a  soldier.  But,  to  the  bitter  disap- 
pointment of  the  father,  the  child  manifested  no 
taste  for  soldiering.    He  was  gentle,  afiection- 
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ate,  fond  of  books  and  music, ^  and  with,  an  al- 
most feminine  love  clung  to  his  sister.  The 
stern  old  king  was  not  only  disappointed,  but 
angered.  These  were  qualities  which  he  deem- 
ed unmanly,  and  which  he  thoroughly  despised. 

One  day  the  father,  returning  home,  found, 
to  his  inexpressible  delight,  little  Fritz  strutting 
about  beating  a  drum,  with  Wilhelmina  march- 
ing by  his  side.  The  king  could  scarcely  re- 
strain his  joy.    At  last  the  military  element 


1  "It  was  the  queen-motljer  who  encouraged  the 
prince  iu  his  favorite  amusement,  and  who  engaged 
musicians  for  his  service.  But  so  necessary  M'as  se- 
crecy in  all  these  negotiations  that  if  the  king,  his 
fathei',  had  discovered  he  was  disobeyed,  all  these 
sons  of  Apollo  Avould  have  incurred  the  danger  of  be- 
ing hanged.  The  prince  frequently  took  occasion  to 
meet  his  musicians  a-hunting,  and  had  his  concerts 
either  in  a  forest  or  cavern." — Bukney,  Present  State 
of  Music  in  Germany,  ii.  139.  i 


was  being  developed  in  his  child.  He  hastened 
with  the  tidings  to  his  wife,  whom  he  called  by 
the  pet  name  of  "Feekin" — a  word  apparently 
coined  from  Sophie.  The  matter  was  talked 
about  all  over  the  palace.  A  painter  was  sent 
for  to  transfer  the  scene  to  canvas.  This  pic- 
ture, greatly  admired,  still  hangs  upon  the  walls 
of  the  Charlottenburg  palace.  Of  this  picture 
Carlyle  writes:  "Fritz  is  still,  if  not  in  'long- 
clothes,'  at  least  in  longish  and  flowing  clothes 
of  the  petticoat  sort,  whicri  look  as  of  dark  bliic 
velvet,  very  simple,  pretty,  and  ai)pro])riate ;  in 
a  cap  of  the  same  ;  has  a  short  raven's  feather 
in  the  cap,  and  looks  up  with  a  face  and  eyes 
full  of  beautiful  vivacity  and  child's  enthusiasm, 
one  of  the  beautifulest  little  figures,  while  the 
little  drum  responds  to  his  bits  of  drumsticks. 
Sister  Wilhelmina,  taller  by  some  three  years, 
looks  on  in  pretty,  stooping  attitude,  and  with 


8 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


"The  Crown  Prince 
manifests  in  this  tender 
age  an  uncommon  capac- 
ity, nay,  we  may  say, 
something  quite  extraor- 
dinary. He  is  a  most 
alert  and  vivacious  prince. 
He  has  fine  and  spright- 
ly manners,  and  shows  a 
certain  kindl}'  sociality, 
and  so  affectionate  a  dis- 
position that  all  things 
may  be  hoped  of  him. 
The  French  lady  who  has 
had  charge  of  him  hither- 
to can  not  speak  of  him 
without  enthusiasm.  'He 
is  a  little  angel,'  she  is 
wont  to  say.  He  takes 
up  and  learns  whatever 
is  placed  before  him  with 
the  greatest  facility." 

When  Fritz  was  seven 
years  of  age  he  was  taken 
from  the  care  of  his  fe- 
male teachers  and  jilaced 
under  tutors  who  had 
been  carefully  selected 
for  him.  They  were  all 
military  officers  who  had 
won  renown  on  fields  of 
blood.  The  first  of  these 
a  graver  smile.  Blackamoor  and  room-furni-  '  was  M.  Duhan,  a  French  gentleman  of  good 
ture  elegant  enough  ;  and  finally  the  figure  of  birtii  and  acquirements.  He  was  but  thirty 
a  grenadier  on  guard,  seen  far  ofi"  through  an  years  of  age.  By  his  accomplishments  he 
open  window,  make  up  the  back-ground."  '  won  the  esteem,  and  by  bis  amiability  the 
The  early  governess  of  little  Fritz  was  a  love,  of  his  pupil.  Count  Finkcnstein,  tlie 
French  lady  of  much  refinement  and  culture,  second,  was  a  veteran  general,  sixty  years  old, 
Madame  Racoule.  She  was  in  entire  sympa-  ]  who  also  secured  the  affections  of  little  Fritz, 
thy  with  her  pupil.  Their  tastes  were  in  har-  Colonel  Kalkstein  was  twenty-eight  years  of 
mony.  Fritz  became  as  familiar  with  the  age.  He  was  a  thorough  soldier  and  a  man  of 
French  language  as  if  it  were  his  mother  tongue,  honor.  For  forty  years,  until  his  death,  he  re- 
Probably  through  her  influence  he  acquired  that  tained  the  regards  of  his  pupil,  who  was  ever 
fondness  for  French  literature  and  that  taste  accustomed  to  speak  of  him  as  "  my  master 
for  French  elegance  w^hich  continued  with  him  Kalkstein."  In  the  education  of  the  young 
through  life.  prince  every  thing  was  conducted  in  accord- 

When  the  child. was  but  six  years  of  age  his  ance  with  the  most  inflexible  routine.  From 
father  organized  a  miniature  soldiers'  company  the  minute  directions  given  to  the  teachers,  in 
for  him,  consisting  of  one  hundred  lads.  Grad-  a  document  drawn  up  by  the  father,  bunglingly 
ually  the  number  was  increased  to  three  hun-  expressed  and  wretchedly  spelled,  we  cull  out 
dred.     The  band  was  called  "The  Crown  the  following : 

Prince- Cadets."  A  very  spirited,  mature  boy  "My  son  must  be  impressed  with  love  and 
of  seventeen,  named  Rentzel,  was  drill  sergeant,  fear  of  God,  as  the  foundation  of  our  temporal 
while  an  experienced  colonel  was  appointed  and  eternal  welfare.  No  false  religions  or  sects 
commander-in-chief.  Fritz  was  very  thorough-  of  Atheist,  Arian,  Socintan,  or  whatever  name 
ly  instructed  in  his  duties,  and  \vas  furnished  the  poisonous  things  have,  which  can  so  easily 
with  a  military  dress,  almost  the  fac-simile  of  corrupt  a  young  mind,  are  to  be  even  named  in 
that  which  his  father  wore.  An  arsenal  was  his  hearing.  He  is  to  be  taught  a  proper  ab- 
also  provided  for  the  child  on  the  palace  grounds  horrence  of  papistry,  and  to  be  shown  its  base- 
at  Potsdam,  where  he  mounted  batteries  and  lessness  and  nonsensicality.  Impress  on  him 
practiced  gunnery  with  small  brass  ordnance,  the  true  religion,  which  consists  essentially  in 
Nothing  was  omitted  which  could  inspire  the  this,  that  Christ  died  for  all  men.  He  is  to 
prince  with  military  enthusiasm,  and  render  learn  no  Latin,  but  French  and  German,  so  as 
liim  skillful  in  the  art  of  war.  A  Prussian  gen-  to  speak  and  write  v/ith  brevity  and  propriety, 
tleman  of  letters  testifies  as  follows  respecting  "Let  him  learn  arithmetic,  mathematics,  ar- 
Fritz  in  his  seventh  year :  '  tiilery,  economy,  to  the  very  bottom  ;  history 
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in  particular  ;  ancient  history  only  slightly,  but 
the  history  of  the  last  hundred  and  fifty  years 
to  the  exactest  pitch.  He  must  be  completely 
master  of  geography,  as  also  of  whatever  is  re- 
markable in  each  country.  With  increasing 
years  ^ou  will  more  and  more,  to  an  especial 
degree,  go  u})pn  fortification,  the  formation  of 
a  camp,  and  other  war  sci^ces,  that  the  prince 
may,  from  youth  upward,  be  trained  to  act  as 
officer  and  general,  and  to  seek  all  his  glory  in 
the  soldier  profession.  You  have,  in  the  high- 
est measure,  to  make  it  your  care  to  infuse  into 
my  son  a  true  love  for  the  soldier  business,  and 
to  impress  on  him  that,  as  there  is  nothing  in 
the  world  which  can  bring  a  prince  renown  and 
honor  like  the  sword,  so  he  would  be  a  despised 
creature,  before  all  men,  if  he  did  not  love  it 
and  seek  liis  sole  glory  therein." 

In  October,  1723,  when  the  prince  was  elev- 
en years  of  age,  his  grandfather,  George  I., 
came  to  Berlin  to  visit  his  daughter  and  his 
son-in-law,  the  mother  and  father  of  Fritz. 
From  the  windows  of  his  apartment  he  looked 
out  with  much  interest  upon  Fritz,  drilling  his 
cadet  company  upon  the  esplanade  in  front  of 
the  palace.  The  clock-work  precision  of  the 
movements  of  the  boy  soldiers  greatly  surprised 
him. 

Every  year  Frederick  William  rigorously  re- 
viewed all  iiis  garrisons.  Though  accompanied 
by  a  numerous  staff,  he  traveled  with  Spartan 
simplicity,  regardless  of  exposure  and  fatigue. 
From  an  early  age  he  took  Fritz  Avith  him  on 
these  annual  reviews.  A  common  vehicle, 
called  the  sausage  car,  and  which  was  the  most 


primitive  of  carriages,  was  often  used  by  the 
king  in  his  rough  travels  and  hunting  excur- 
sions. This  consisted  of  a  mere  stuffed  pole, 
some  ten  or  twelve  feet  long,  upon  which  one 
sits  astride,  as  if  riding  a  rail.  It  rested  upon 
wheels,  probably  with  a  sort  of  stirrup  for  the 
feet,  and  the  riders,  ten  or  a  dozen,  were  rat- 
tled along  over  the  rough  roads,  through  dust 
or  mud,  alike  regardless  of  winter's  frost  or 
summer's  rain.  The  cast-iron  king,  rejoicing 
in  hardship  and  exposure,  robbed  his  dehcate 
child  even  of  needful  sleep,  saying,  "Too  much 
sleep  stupefies  a  fellow." 

This  rude,  coarse  discipline  was  thoroughlv 
uncongenial  to  the  Crown  Prince.  He  was  a 
boy  of  delicate  feelings  and  sensitive  tempera- 
ment. The  poetic  nature  very  decidedly  pre- 
dominated in  him.  He  was  fond  of  music, 
played  the  flute,  wrote  verses,  and  was  literary 
in  his  tastes.  He  simply  hated  chasing  boars, 
riding  on  the  sausage  car,  and  being  drenched 
with  rain  and  spattered  Avith  mud.  The  old 
king,  a  mere  animal  with  an  active  intellect, 
could  not  a])preciate,  could  not  understand  even, 
the  delicate  mental  and  physical  organization 
of  his  child.  It  is  interesting  to  observe  how 
early  in  life  these  constitutional  characteristics 
will  develop  themselves,  and  how  unavailing 
are  all  the  eflbrts  of  education,  entirely  to  oblit- 
erate them.  When  Frederick  William  was  a 
boy  he  received,  as  a  present,  a  truly  magnifi- 
cent dressing-gown,  of  graceful  French  fashion, 
richly  embroidered  with  gold.  Indignantly  he 
thrust  the  robe  into  the  fire,  declaring  that  he 
would  wear  no  such  finery,  and  demanded  in- 
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stead  a  jacket  of  wholesome  homespun.  Fritz, 
on  the  contrary,  could  not  endure  the  coarse 
homespun,  but  with  almost  girlish  fondness 
craved  handsome  dress.  He  had  no  money  al- 
lowance until  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age. 
A  minute  account  Avas  kept  of  every  penny  ex- 
pended for  him,  and  the  most  rigid  economy 
was  practiced  in  providing  him  wdth  the  mere 
necessaries  of  life.  When  Fritz  was  in  the 
tenth  year  of  his  age  his  father  gave  the  follow- 
ing curious  directions  to  the  three  teachers  of 
his  son  in  reference  to  his  daily  mode  of  life. 
The  document,  an  abridgment  of  which  we 
give,  was  dated  Wusterhausen,  September  3, 
1721 

"  On  Sunday  he  is  to  rise  at  seven  o'clock,  and 
as  soon  as  he  has  got  his  slippers  on  shall  kneel 
at  his  bedside  and  pray  to  God,  so  as  all  in  the 
room  may  hear,  in  these  words  : 

"'Lord  God,  blessed  Father,  I  thank  thee 
from  my  heart  that  thou  hast  so  graciously  pre- 
served me  through  this  night.  Fit  me  for  what 
thy  holy  will  is,  and  grant  that  I  do  nothing 
this  day,  nor  all  the  days  of  my  life,  which  can 
divide  me  from  thee ;  for  the  Lord  Jesus  my 
Redeemer's  sake.  Amen.' 

"After  which  the  Lord's  Prayer ;  then  rapid- 
ly and  vigorously  Avash  himself  clean ;  dress 
and  powder  and  comb  himself.  While  they 
are  combing  and  queuing  him  he  is  to  break- 
fast on  tea.  Prayer,  washing,  breakfast,  and  the 
rest  to  be  done  pointedly  within  fifteen  minutes. 

'•This  finished,  his  domestics  and  prece})tor, 
Duhan,  shall  come  in  and  perform  family  wor- 
ship. Prayer  on  their  knees.  Duhan  to  read 
a  chapter  of  the  Bible,  and  sing  some  proper 
psalm  or  hymn.  All  the  domestics  then  Avith- 
draw,  and  Duhan  reads  my  son  the  gospel  of 
the  Sunday,  expounds  it  a  little,  adducing  the 
main  points  of  Christianity,  and  questioning 
him  from  Noltenius's  Catechism.  It  will  then 
be  nine  o'clock. 

"At  nine  o'clock  he  brings  ray  son  down  to 
me,  who  goes  to  church  and  dines  with  me  at 
twelve  o'clock.  The  rest  of  the  day  is  his  own. 
At  half  past  nine  in  the  evening  he  shall  come 
and  bid  me  good-night ;  shall  then  go  directly  to 
his  room  ;  very  rapidly  get  off  his  clothes,  Avash 
his  hands,  and  as  soon  as  that  is  done  Duhan 
shall  make  a  prayer  on  his  knees  and  sing  a 
hymn,  all  the  ser\'ants  being  there  again.  In- 
stantly after  Avhich  my  son  shall  get  into  bed ; 
shall  be  in  bed  at  half  past  ten. 

"On  Monday,  as  on  all  week  days,  he  is  to 
be  called  at  six  o'clock,  and  so  soon  as  he  is 
called  he  is  to  rise.  You  are  to  stand  by  him 
that  he  do  not  loiter  or  turn  in  bed,  but  briskly 
and  at  once  get  up  and  say  his  prayers  the  same 
as  on  Sunday  morning.  This  done  he  shall,  as 
rapidly  as  he  can,  get  on  his  shoes  and  spatter- 
dashes, also  Avash  his  face  and  hands,  but  not 
Avith  soap ;  shall  put  on  his  dressing-gown, 
have  his  hair  combed  and  queued,  but  not 
powdered.  While  being  combed  and  queued 
he  shall,  at  the  same  time,  take  breakfast  of 
tea,  so  that  both  jobs  go  on  at  once ;  and  all 


this  shall  be  ended  before  half  past  six.  Pre- 
ceptor and  domestics  shall  then  come  in  with 
Bible  and  hymn-books,  and  have  family  aa^of- 
ship  as  on 'Sunday.  This  shall  be  done  by 
seA'en  o'clock. 

"From  scA-en  till  nine  Duhan  takes  him  on 
history ;  at  nine  o'clock  comes  Noltenius"  (a 
clergyman  from  Berlin)  "  Avith  the  Christian  re- 
ligion till  quarter  to  eleven.  Then  Fritz  rapid- 
ly Avashes  his  face  AA'ith  water,  his  hands  Avith 
soap  and  Avater ;  clean  shirt ;  poAvders  and  puts 
on  his  coat.  At  eleven  o'clock  he  comes  to 
the  king,  dines  Avith  him  at  tAvelve,  and  stays 

till  tAVO. 

"Directly  at  tAvo  he  goes  back  to  his  room. 
Duhan  is  then  ready ;  takes  him  upon  maps 
and  geography  from  two  to  three  o'clock,  giv- 
ing account  of  all  the  European  kingdoms, 
their  strength  and  Aveakness ;  the  size,  riches, 
and  poverty  of  their  tOAvns.  From  three  o'clock 
till  four  Duhan  shall  treat  of  morality;  from  four 
till  five  shall  Avrite  German  letters  Avith  him 
and  see  that  he  gets  a  good  style.  About  fiA'e 
o'clock  Fritz  shall  Avash  his  hands  and  go  to 
the  king;  ride  out,  divert  himself  in  the  air, 
and  not  in  his  room,  and  do  Avhat  he  likes  if  it 
is  not  against  God." 

Thus  the  employments  of  every  hour  Avere 
strictly  specified  for  every  day  in  the  Aveek. 
On  Wednesday  he  had  a  partial  holiday.  After 
half  past  nine,  having  finished  his  history  and 
"got  something  by  heart  to  strengthen  the 
memory,  Fritz  shall  rajjidly  dress  himself  and 
come  to  the  king,  and  the  rest  of  the  day  be- 
longs to  little  Fritz."  On  Saturday  he  Avas  to 
be  revieAved  in  all  the  studies  of  the  Aveek,  "to 
see  Avhether  he  has  ])rofited.  General  Finken- 
stein  and  Colonel  Kalkstein  shall  be  present 
during  this.  If  Fritz  has  profited,  the  after- 
noon shall  be  his  OAvn.  If  he  has  not  profited, 
he  shall  from  tAvo  o'clock  till  six  re])cat  and 
learn  rightly  Avhat  he  has  forgotten  on  the  past 
days.  In  undressing  and  dressing  you  must 
accustom  him  to  get  out  of  and  into  his  clothes 
as  fast  as  is  humanly  possible.  You  Avill  also 
look  that  he  learn  to  put  on  and  ])ut  off  his 
clothes  himself  Avithout  help  from  others,  and 
that  he  be  clean  and  neat  and  not  so  dirty. " 

Wusterhausen,  Avhere  Frederick  spent  many 
of  these  early  years  of  his  life,  was  a  rural  re- 
treat of  the  king,  about  tAventy  miles  southeast 
from  Berlin.  The  palace  consisted  of  a  plain, 
unornamented,  rectangular  pile  surrounded  by 
numerous  outbuildings,  and  rising  from  the 
midst  of  loAV  and  SAvampy  grounds  tangled  with 
thickets  and  interspersed  Avith  fish-pools.  Game 
of  all  kinds  abounded  in  those  lakelets,  sluggish 
streams,  and  jungles.  In  the  court-yard  there 
Avas  a  fountain  Avith  stone  steps,  where  Fred- 
erick William  loved  to  sit  on  summer  evenings 
and  smoke  his  pipe.  He  frequently  took  his 
frugal  dinner  here  in  the  open  air  under  a  lime- 
tree,  Avith  the  additional  protection  of  an  awn- 
ing. After  dinner  he  Avould  throw  himself 
down  for  a  nap  on  a  Avooden  bench,  apparently 
regardless  of  the  flaming  sun. 
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There  seems  to  have  been  but  little  which 
was  attractive  about  this  castle.  It  was  sur- 
rounded by  a  moat,  which  Wilhelmina  de- 
scribes as  a  "black,  abominable  ditch."  Its 
pets  were  shrieking  eagles,  and  two  black  bears 
ugly  and  vicious.  Its  interior  accommodations 
were  at  the  farthest  possible  remove  from  lux- 
urious indulgence.  ' '  It  #as  a  dreadfully  crowd- 
ed place,"  says  Wilhelmina,  "where  you  are 
stuffed  into  garrets  and  have  not  room  to  turn." 

Still  Wusterhausen  was  but  a  hunting-lodge, 
which  was  occupied  by  the  king  only  during  a 
few  weeks  in  the  autumn.  Fritz  had  many 
playmates — his  brothers  and  sisters,  his  cousins, 
and  the  children  of  General  Finkenstein.  To 
most  boys  the  streams  and  groves  and  ponds 
of  Wusterhausen,  abounding  with  fish  and  all 
kinds  of  game,  with  ponies  to  drive  and  boats 
to  row,  with  picturesque  walks  and  drives,  would 
have  been  full  of  charms.  But  the  tastes  of 
Fritz  did  not  lie  in  that  direction.  He  does 
not  seem  to  have  become  strongly  attached  to 
any  of  his  young  companions,  except  to  his  sis- 
ter AVilhelmina.  The  affection  and  confidence 
which  united  their  hearts  were  truly  beautiful. 
They  encountered  tc^gether  some  of  the  severest 
of  life's  trials,  but  heart-felt  sympathy  united 
them.  The  nickname  which  these  children  gave 
their  unamiablc  father  was  Stumjiy. 

There  were  other  abodes  of  the  king,  the 
Berlin  and  Potsdam  palaces,  which  retained 
much  of  the  splendor  with  which  they  had  been 
embellished  by  the  splendor -loving  monarch, 
Frederick  I.  There  were  but  few  regal  man- 
sions in  the  world  which  then  surpassed  them. 
And  though  the  king  furnished  his  own  apart- 
ments with  Spartan  simplicity  and  rudeness, 
there  were  other  portions  of  these  royal  resi- 
dences, as  also  their  surroundings  in  general, 
which  were  magnificent  in  the  highest  degree. 
The  health  of  little  Fritz  was  rather  frail,  and 
at  times  he  found  it  hard  to  devote  himself  to 
his  sturdy  tasks  with  the  energy  which  his  fa- 
ther required. 

Though  Fritz  wrote  a  legible  business  hand, 
was  well  instructed  in  most  points  of  useful 
knowledge,  and  had  a  very  decided  taste  for 
elegant  literature,  he  never  attained  correctness 
in  spelling.  The  father  was  bitterly  opposed 
to  Latin.  Perhaps  it  was  the  prohibition  which 
inspired  the  son  with  an  intense  desire  to  learn 
that  language.  He  took  secret  lessons.  His 
vigilant  father  caught  him  in  the  very  act,  with 
dictionary  and  grammar  and  a  teacher  by  his 
side.  The  infuriated  king,  volleying  forth  his 
rage,  would  have  caned  the  teacher  had  he  not 
in  terror  fled.^ 


1  "One  of  the  preceptors  ventured  to  read  the 
'Golden  Bull'  in  the  original  Latin  with  the  prince- 
royal.  Frederick  William  entered  the  room,  and  broke 
out,  in  his  usual  kingly  style,  'Kascal,  what  are  you 
at  there  ?'  '  Please  your  majesty,'  answered  the  pre- 
ceptor, 'I  was  explaining  the  "Golden  Bull"  to  his 
royal  highness.'  '  I'll  Golden  Bull  y^u,  you  rascal  1' 
roared  the  majesty  of  Prussia.  Up  went  the  king's 
cane,  away  ran  the  temfied  instructor,  and  Frederick's 
classical  studies  ended  forever." — Maoaulay. 


The  kmg  soon  learned,  to  his  inexpressible 
displeasure  and  mortification,  that  his  boy  was 
not  soldierly  in  his  tastes,  that  he  did  not  love 
the  rude  adventures  of  the  chase,  or  the  expo- 
sure and  hardships  which  a  martial  life  de- 
mands. He  had  caught  Fritz  playing  the  flute, 
and  even  Avriting  verses.  He  saw  that  he  was 
fond  of  graceful  attire,  and  that  he  was  dis- 
posed to  dress  his  hair  in  the  French  fashion. 
He  was  a  remarkably  handsome  boy,  of  fine  fig- 
ure, with  a  lady's  hand  and  foot,  and  soft  blonde 
locks  carefully  combed.  All  this  the  king  de- 
spised. Scornfully  and  indignantly  he  exclaim- 
ed, "My  son  is  a  flute-player  and  a  poet !"  In 
his  vexation  he  summoned  Fritz  to  his  presence, 
called  in  the  barber,  and  ordered  his  flowing 
locks  to  be  ciit  off,  cropped,  and  soaped  in  the 
most  rigid  style  of  military  cut. 

The  father  was  now  rapidly  forming  a  strong 
dislike  to  the  character  of  his  son.  In  nothing 
were  they  in  harmony.  Five  princesses  had 
been  born,  sisters  of  Fritz.  At  last  another 
son  was  born,  Augustus  William,  ten  years 
younger  than  Frederick.  The  king  turned  his 
eyes  to  him,  hoping  that  he  would  be  more  in 
sympathy  with  the  paternal  heart.  His  dislike 
for  Fritz  grew  continually  more  implacable,  un- 
til it  assumed  the  aspect  of  bitter  hatred. 

Sophie  Dorothee  tenderly  loved  her  little 
Fritz,  and,  with  a  mother's  fondness,  endeav- 
ored to  shield  him,  in  every  way  in  her  power, 
from  his  father's  brutality.  Wilhelmina  also 
clung  to  her  brother  with  devotion  which  no- 
thing could  disturb.  Thus  both  mother  and 
daughter  incurred  in  some  degree  the  hatred 
Avith  which  the  father  regarded  his  son.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  the  mother  of  Fritz 
was  daughter  of  George  I.  of  England.  Her 
brother  subsequently  became  George  II.  He 
had  a  son,  Fred,  about  the  age  of  Wilhelmina, 
and  a  daughter,  Amelia,  six  months  older  than 
Fritz.  The  mother,  Sophie  Dorothee,  had  set 
her  heart  upon  a  double  marriage — of  Wilhel- 
mina with  Fred,  and  of  Fritz  w4th  Amelia. 
But  many  obstacles  arose  in  the  way  of  these 
nuptials.  George  I.  was  a  taciturn,  jealous, 
sullen  old  man,  who  quarreled  with  his  son, 
who  was  then  Prince  of  Wales.  The  other 
powers  of  Europe  were  decidedly  opposed  to 
this  double  marriage,  as  it  would,  in  their 
view,  create  too  intimate  a  union  between 
Prussia  and  England,  making  them  virtually 
one.  Frederick  William  also  vexatiously  threw 
hindrances  in  the  way.  But  the  heart  of  the 
loving  mother,  Sophie  Dorothee,  was  fixed 
upon  these  nuptials.  For  years  she  left  no 
efforts  of  diplomacy  or  intrigue  untried  to  ac- 
complish her  end.  George  I.  is  represented 
by  Horace  Walpole  as  a  stolid,  stubborn  old 
German,  living  in  a  cloud  of  tobacco-smoke, 
and  stupefying  his  faculties  with  beer.  He 
had  in  some  way  formed  a  very  unfavorable 
opinion  of  Wilhelmina,  considering  her,  very 
falsely,  ungainly  in  person  and  fretful  in  dis- 
position. But  at  last  the  tact  of  Sophie  Doro- 
thee so  far  prevailed  over  her  father,  the  Brit- 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


MAKING  A  SOLDIER  OF  IIIM. 


ish  king,  that  he  gave  his  somewhat  reluctant  | 
but  positive  consent  to  the  double  matrimonial 
alliance.  This  was  in  1723.  Wilhelmina  Avas 
then  fourteen  years  of  age.  Fritz,  but  eleven 
years  old,  was  too  young  to  think  very  deeply 
upon  the  subject  of  his  marriage.  The  young 
English  Fred  bore  at  that  time  the  title  of  the 
duke  of  Gloucester.  He  soon  sent  an  envoy 
to  Prussia,  probably  to  convey  to  his  intended 
bride  presents  and  messages  of  love.  The  in- 
terview took  place  in  the  palace  of  Charlotten- 
burg,  a  few  miles  out  from  Berlin.  The  viva- 
cious Wilhelmina,  in  the  following  terms,  de- 
scribes the  interview  in  her  journal : 

"There  came,  in  those  weeks,  one  of  the 
duke  of  Gloucester's  gentlemen  to  Berlin. 
The  queen  had  a  soiree.  He  was  presented 
to  her  as  well  as  to  me.  He  made  a  very 
obliging  compliment  on  his  master's  part.  I 


I  blushed  and  answered  only  by  a  courtesy. 
The  queen,  who  had  her  eye  on  me,  was  very 
angry  that  I  had  answered  the  duke's  compli- 
ments in  mere  silence,  and  rated  me  sharplv 
for  it,  and  ordered  me,  under  pain  of  her  in- 
dignation, to  repair  that  fault  to-morrow.  I 
retired  all  in  tears  to  my  room,  exasperated 
against  the  queen  and  against  the  duke.  I 
voAved  I  would  never  marry  him. 

"Meanwhile  the  king  of  England's  time  of 
arrival  was  drawing;  nigh.  We  repaired  on  the 
6th  of  October  to  Charlottenburg  to  receive 
him.  My  heart  kept  beating.  I  was  in  cruel 
agitations.  King  George  arrived  on  the  8th 
about  seven  in  the  evening.  The  king  of 
Prussia,  the  queen,  and  all  their  suite  received 
him  in  the  «f?urt  of  the  palace,  the  apartments 
being  on  the  ground-floor.  So  soon  as  he  had 
saluted  the  king  and  queen  I  was  presented  to 
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him.  He  embraced  me,  and,  turning  to  the 
qneen,  said  :  '  Your  daughter  is  very  large  of 
her  age.'  He  gave  the  queen  his  hand  and 
led  her  into  her  apartment,  whither  every  body 
follo<^'ed  them.  As  soon  as  I  came  in  he  took 
a  light  from  the  table  and  surveyed  me  from 
head  to  foot.  I  stc^d  motionless,  as  a  statue, 
and  was  much  \mt  out  of  countenance.  All 
this  went  on  without  his  uttering  the  least 
word.  Having  thus  passed  me  in  review,  he 
addressed  himself  to  my  brother,  whom  he 
caressed  much  and  amused  himself  with  for  a 
good  while. 

"The  queen  made  me  a  sign  to  follow  her,  and 
passed  into  a  neighboring  apartment,  where  she 
had  the  English  and  Germans  of  king  George's 
suite  successively  presented  to  her.  After  some 
talk  with  these  gentlemen  she  withdrew,  leav- 
ing me  to  entertain  them,  and  saying :  '  Speak 
English  to  my  daughter ;  you  will  find  she 
speaks  it  very  well.'  I  felt  much  less  embar- 
rassed when  the  queen  was  gone,  and,  picking 
up  a  little  courage,  entered  into  conversation 
with  these  English.  As  I  spoke  their  lan- 
guage like  my  mother  tongue  I  got  pretty  well 
out  of  the  affair,  and  every  body  seemed  charm- 
ed with  me.  They  made  my  eulogy  to  the 
queen ;  told  her  I  had  quite  the  English  air, 
and  w'as  made  to  be  their  sovereign  one  day. 
It  was  saying  a  great  deal  on  their  part ;  for 
these  English  think  themselves  so  much  above 
all  other  people  that  they  imagine  that  they 
are  paying  a  high  compliment  when  they  tell 
any  one  he  has  got  English  manners. 

"  Their  king"  (Wilhelmina's  grandfather) 
"was  of  extreme  gravity,  and  hardly  spoke  a 
word  to  any  body.  He  saluted  Madam  Sons- 
feld,  my  governess,  very  coldly,  and  asked  if  I 
was  always  so  serious,  and  if  my  humor  was  of 
a  melancholy  turn.  '  Any  thing  but  that,  Sire,' 
answered  Madam  Sonsfeld ;  '  but  the  respect 
she  has  for  your  Majesty  prevents  her  from  being 
as  sprightly  as  she  commonly  is.'  He  shook  his 
head  and  said  nothing.  The  reception  he  had 
given  me,  and  tliis  q,uestion,  gave  me  such  a  chill 
that  I  never  had  the  courage  to  speak  to  him." 

The  wife  of  George  I.,  the  mother  of  Sophie 
Dorothee,  was  the  subject  of  one  of  the  saddest 
of  earthly  tragedies.  Her  case  is  still  involved  in 
some  obscurity.  She  was  a  beautiful,  haughty, 
passionate  princess  of  Zelle,  when  she  married 
her  cousin  George,  elector  of  Hanover.  George 
became  jealous  of  count  Konigsmark,  a  very 
handsome  courtier  of  commanding  address.  In 
an  angry  altercation  with  his  wife,  it  is  said  that 
the  infuriate  husband  boxed  her  ears.  Sud- 
denly, on  the  1st  of  July,  1G94,  count  Konigs- 
mark disappeared.  Mysteriously  he  vanished 
from  earth,  and  was  heard  of  no  more.  The 
unhappy  wife,  who  had  given  birth  to  the 
daughter  Sophie  Dorothee,  bearing  her  mo- 
ther's name,  and  to  a  son,  afterward  George 
II.,  almost  frenzied  with  rage,  was  divorced 
from  her  husband,  and  was  locked  up  in  the 
gloomy  castle  of  Ahlden,  situated  in  the  solitary 
moors  of  Luneburg  Heath.    Here  she  was  held 


in  captivity  for  thirty  years,  until  she  died.  In 
the  mean  time  George,  ascending  the  throne  of 
England,  solaced  himself  in  the  society  of  fe- 
male favorites,  none  of  whom  he  honored  with 
the  title  of  wife.  The  raging  captive  of  Ahlden, 
who  seems  never  to  have  become  submissive  to 
her  lot,  could,  of  course,  exert  no  influence  in 
the  marriage  of  her  grandchildren. 

Wilhelmina  says  that  her  grandpapa  George 
was  intolerably  proud  after  he  had  attained  the 
dignity  of  king  of  England,  and  that  he  was 
much  disposed  to  look  down  upon  her  father, 
the  king  of  Prussia,  as  occupying  a  veiy  infe- 
rior position.  Vexatiously  he  delayed  signing 
the  marriage  treaty,  to  which  he  had  given  a 
verbal  assent,  evading  the  subject  and  present- 
ing frivolous  excuses.  The  reputation  of  the 
English  Fred  was  far  from  good.  He  had  at- 
tained eighteen  years  of  age,  was  very  unat- 
tractive in  personal  appearance,  and  extremely 
dissolute.  George  I.,  morose  and  moody,  Avas 
only  rendered  more  obstinate  by  being  pressed. 
These  delays  exasperated  Frederick  William, 
who  was  far  from  being  the  meekest  of  men. 
Poor  Sophie  Dorothee  was  annoyed  almost  be- 
yond endurance.  Wilhelmina  took  the  matter 
very  coolly,  for  she  declared  that  she  cared 
nothing  about  her  cousin  Fred,  and  that  she 
had  no  wish  to  marry  him. 

The  months  rolled  rapidly  on,  and  Fritz,  hav- 
ing entered  his  fourteenth  year,  w^as  appointed 
by  his  father,  in  May,  1725,  captain  in  the  Pots- 
dam Grenadier  Guard.  This  giant  regiment 
has  attained  world-wide  renown,  solely  from 
the  peculiarity  of  its  organization.  Such  a 
body  of  men  never  existed  before,  never  will 
again.  It  was  one  of  the  singular  freaks  of  the 
Prussian  king  to  form  a  grenadier  guard  of 
men  of  gigantic  stature.  In  the  prosecution 
of  this  senseless  aim  not  only  his  own  realms 
were  ransacked,  but  Europe  and  even  Asia 
were  explored  in  search  of  giants.  The  army 
was  with  Frederick  W^illiam  the  great  object  of 
life,  and  the  giant  guard  was  the  soul  of  the 
army.  This  guard  consisted  of  three  battal- 
ions', 800  in  each,  2400  in  all.  The  shortest  of 
the  men  were  nearly  seven  feet  high.  The  tall- 
est were  almost  nine  feet  in  height.  They  had 
been  gathered,  at  an  enormous  expense,  out  of 
every  country  where  they  could  be  found.  No 
greater  favor  could  be  conferred  upon  the  king 
than  to  obtain  for  him  a  giant.  Many  amusing 
anecdotes  are  related  of  the  stratagems  to  which 
the  king  resorted  to  obtain  these  mammoth  sol- 
diers. Portraits  were  painted  of  all  of  them. 
Frederick  W^illiam  paid  very  lirtle  regard  to  in- 
dividual rights  or  to  the  law  of  nations  if  any 
chance  presented  itself  by  which  he  could  seize 
upon  one  of  these  monster  men.  Reigning  in 
absolutism  compared  with  which  the  despotisni 
of  Turkey  is  mild,  if  he  found  in  his  domains 
any  young  w^oman  of  remarkable  stature,  he 
would  compel  her  to  marry  one  of  his  giants. 
It  does  not,  however,  appear  that  he  thus  suc- 
ceeded in  perpetuating  a  gigantic  race. 

Prussian  recruiters  were  sent  in  all  direc- 
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tions  to  search  with  eagle  eyes  for  candidates 
for  the  Potsdam  Guard.  Their  pay  was  higher 
than  that  of  any  other  troops,  and  they  enjoyed 
unusual  privileges.  Their  drill  and  discipline 
were  as  perfect  as  could  by  any  possibility  be 
achieved.  The  following  stories  are  apparent- 
ly well  authenticated,  describing  the  means  to 
which  the  king  often  resorted  to  obtain  these 
men. 

In  the  town  of  Zulich  there  was  a  very  tall 
young  carpenter  by  the  name  of  Zimmerman. 
A  Prussian  recruiting  officer,  in  disguise,  bar- 
on von  Hompesch,  entered  the  shop  and  or- 
dered a  stout  chest  to  be  made,  "  six  feet  six 
inches  in  length,  at  least — at  all  events,  longer 
than  yourself,  Mr.  Zimmerman.  Mind  you," 
he  added,  "if  too  short  it  will  be  of  no  service 
to  me."  At  the  appointed  time  he  called  for 
the  chest.    Looking  at  it  he  exclaimed,  in  ap- 


parent disappointment,  "  Too  short,  as  I  dread- 
ed!" "I  am  certain  it  is  over  six  feet  six," 
said  the  carpenter,  taking  out  his  rule.  "But 
I  said  that  it  was  to  be  longer  than  yourself," 
was  the  reply.  "  Well,  it  is,"  rejoined  the  car- 
penter. To  prove  it  he  jumped  into  the  chest. 
Hompesch  slammed  down  the  lid,  locked  it, 
whistled,  and  three  stout  fellows  came  in,  who 
shouldered  the  chest  and  carried  it  through  the 
streets  to  a  remote  place  outside  of  the  town. 
Here  the  chest  was  opened,  and  poor  Zimmer- 
man was  found  dead,  stifled  to  death. 

On  another  occasion  an  Austrian  gentleman, 
M.  Von  Bentenreider,  who  was  exceedingly 
tall,  was  journeying  from  Vienna  to  Berlin,  as 
the  embassador  from  the  emperor  Charles  VI. 
to  the  Congress  of  Cambrai.  When  near  Hal- 
bersteidt  some  part  of  his  carriage  broke. 
While  the  smith  was  repairing  it  M.  Benten- 


FREDERICK  THE  GREAT. 


15 


reider  walked  on.  He  passed  a  Prussian  guard- 
house, alone,  in  plain  clothes,  on  foot,  an  im- 
mensely tall,  well  formed  man.  It  was  too 
rich  a  'prize  to  be  lost.  The  officials  seized 
him  and  hurried  him  into  the  guard-house. 
But  soon  his  carriage  came  along  with  his 
suite.  He  was  obsequiously  hailed  as  "Your 
Excellency."  The  recruiting  officers  of  Fred- 
erick William,  mortified  and  chagrined,  with 
many  apologies  released  the  embassador  of  the 
emperor. 

As  we  have  mentioned,  the  agents  of  the 
king  of  Prussia  were  eager  to  kidnap  tall  men, 
in  whatever  country  they  could  find  them. 
This  greatly  exasperated  the  rulers  of  the  vari- 
ous realms  of  all  sizes  and  conditions  which 
surrounded  the  Prussian  territory.  Frederick 
William  was  always  ready  to  apologize,  and  to 
aver  that  each  individual  act  was  done  without 
his  orders  or  knowledge.  Still,  there  Avas  no 
abatement  of  this  nuisance.  Several  seizures 
had  been  made  in  Hanover,  which  was  the  he- 
reditary domain  of  George  L,  king  of  England. 
George  was  very  angry.  He  was  increasingly 
obstinate  in  withholding  his  assent  to  the  double 
marriage,  and  even,  by  way  of  reprisal,  seized 
several  of  the  subjects  of  Frederick  William, 
whom  he  caught  in  Hanover. 

Sophie  Dorothee  seemed  to  have  but  one 
thought- — the  double  marriage.  This  would 
make  Wilhelmina  queen  of  England,  and 
would  give  her  dear  son  Frederick  an  English 
princess  for  his  bride.  Her  efforts,  embarrass- 
ments, disappointments,  were  endless.  Fred- 
erick William  began  to  be  regarded  by  the 


other  powers  as  a  very  formidable  man,  whose 
alliance  was  exceedingly  desirable.  His  army, 
of  sixty  thousand  men,  rapidly  increasing,  was 
as  perfect  in  drill  and  discipline  as  ever  ex- 
isted. It  was  thoroughly  furnished  with  all 
the  appliances  of  war.  The  king  himself,  liv- 
ing in  Spartan  simplicity,  and  cutting  down  the 
expenses  of  his  court  to  the  lowest  possible 
figure,  was  consecrating  the  resources  of  his 
realm  to  the  promotion  of  its  physical  strength, 
and  was  accumulating  iron-bound  casks  of  gold 
and  silver  coin  in  the  cellars  of  his  palace.  It 
became  a  matter  of  much  moment  to  every 
court  in  Europe  whether  such  a  monarch  should 
be  its  enemy  or  its  ally. 

After  a  long  series  of  intrigues,  a  narrative 
of  which  would  not  interest  the  reader,  Fred- 
erick William  was  induced  to  enter  into  an  al- 
liance, offensive  and  defensive,  with  the  em- 
peror Charles  VI.  of  Germany.  This  was  re- 
nouncing the  alliance  with  England,  and  threw 
an  additional  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  double 
marriage.  Sophie  Dorothee  was  bitterly  dis- 
appointed, and  yet  pertinaciously  struggled  on 
to  accomplish  her  end. 

There  was  an  institution,  if  we  may  so  call 
it,  in  the  palace  of  the  king  of  Prussia  which 
became  greatly  renowned,  and  which  was  de- 
nominated "The  Tobacco  College,"  or  "To- 
bacco Parliament."  It  consisted  simply  of  a 
smoking-room  very  plainly  furnished,  where 
the  king  and  about  a  dozen  of  his  confidential 
advisers  met  to  smoke  and  to  talk  over,  with 
perfect  freedom  and  informality,  affairs  of  state. 
Carlyle  thus  quaintly  describes  this  Tabagie: 
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"Any  room  that  was  large  enough,  and  had 
height  of  ceiling  and  air  circulation,  and  no 
cloth  furniture,  would  do.  And  in  each  palace 
is  one,  or  more  than  one,  that  has  been  fixed 
upon  and  fitted  out  for  that  object.  A  high 
room,  as  the  engravings  give  it  us  ;  contented, 
saturnine  human  figures,  a  dozen  or  so  of  them, 
sitting  around  a  large,  long  table  furnished  for 
the  occasion ;  a  long  Dutch  pipe  in  the  mouth 
of  each  man  ;  supplies  of  knaster  easily  accessi- 
ble ;  small  pan  of  burning  peat,  in  the  Dutch 
fashion  (sandy  native  charcoal,  which  burns 
slowly  without  smoke),  is  at  your  left  band ; 
at  your  right  a  jug,  which  I  find  to  consist  of 
excellent,  thin,  bitter  beer ;  other  costlier  ma- 
terials for  drinking,  if  you  want  such,  are  not 
beyond  reach.  On  side-tables  stand  wholesome 
cold  meats,  royal  rounds  of  beef  not  wanting, 
with  bread  thinly  sliced  and  buttered ;  in  a 
rustic,  but  neat  and  abundant  way,  such  inno- 
cent accommodations,  narcotic  or  nutritious, 
gaseous,  fluid,  and  solid,  as  human  r.ature  can 
require.  Perfect  equality  is  the  rule  ;  no  rising 
or  no  notice  taken  when  any  body  enters  or 
leaves.  Let  the  entering  man  take  his  place 
and  pipe  without  obligatory  remarks.  If  he 
can  not  smoke,  let  him  at  least  aifect  to  do  so, 
and  not  rufile  the  established  stream  of  things. 
And  so  puff,  slowly  puff"!  and  any  comfortable 
speech  that  is  in  you,  or  none,  if  you  authen- 
tically have  not  any." 

Distinguished  strangers  were  often  admitted 
to  the  Tahagie.  Tlie  Crown  Prince  Fritz  was 
occasionally  ])resent,  though  always  reluctantly. 
The  other  children  of  this  numerous  family  not 
unfrequently  came  in  to  bid  papa  good-night. 
Here  every  thing  was  talked  of,  with  entire 
freedom,  all  court  gossip,  the  adventures  of  the 
chase,  diplomacy,  and  the  administrative  meas- 
ures of  the  government.  Frederick  William 
had  but  very  little  respect  for  academic  cul- 
ture. He  had  scarcely  the  slightest  acquaint- 
ance with  books,  and  gathered  around  him 
mainly  men  whose  knowledge  was  gained  in 
the  practical  employments  of  life.  It  would 
seem,  from  many  well-authenticated  anecdotes, 
which  have  come  down  to  us  from  the  Tabagie, 
that  these  smoking  companions  of  the  king,  like 
Frederick  William  himself,  must  have  been 
generally  a  coarse  set  of  men. 

One  of  this  smoking  cabinet  was  a  celebra- 
ted adventurer  named  Gundling,  endowed  with 
wonderful  encyclopedian  knowledge,  and  an  in- 
corrigible drunkard.  He  had  been  every  where, 
seen  every  thing,  and  remembered  all  which  he 
had  either  heard  or  seen.  Frederick  William 
had  accidentally  picked  him  up,  and  taking  a 
fancy  to  him,  had  clothed  him,  pensioned  him, 
and  introduced  him  to  his  Tabagie,  where  his 
peculiar  character  often  made  him  the  butt  of 
ridicule.  He  was  excessively  vain,  wore  a 
scarlet  coat,  and  all  manner  of  pranks  were  cut 
up  by  these  boon  companions,  in  the  midst  of 
their  cups,  at  his  expense. 

Another  adventurer,  by  the  name  of  Fass- 
luan,  who  had  written  books,  and  who  made 


much  literary  pretension,  had  come  to  Berlin 
and  also  got  introduced  to  the  Tabagie.  He 
was  in  character  very  like  Gundling,  and  the 
two  could  never  agree.  Fassmau  could  be  very 
sarcastic  and  bitter  in  his  speech.  One  evening, 
as  the  king  and  his  smoking  cabinet  were  sit- 
ting enveloped  in  the  clouds  which  they  were 
breathing  forth,  and  were  all  muddled  with  to- 
bacco and  beer — for  the  king  himself  was  a  hard 
drinker — Fassman  so  enraged  Gundling,  by  some 
cutting  remarks,  that  the  latter  seized  his  ])an 
of  burning  peat  and  red-hot  sand  and  dashed 
it  into  the  face  of  his  antagonist.  Fassman, 
who  was  much  the  more  i)owerful  of  the  two, 
was  seriously  burned.  He  instantly  grasped 
his  antagonist,  dragged  him  down,  and  beat 
him  savagely  with  his  hot  pan,  amidst  roars  of 
laughter  from  the  beer-stupefied  bacchanals. 

The  half-intoxicated  king  gravely  suggests 
that  such  conduct  is  hardly  seemly  among  gen- 
tlemen ;  that  the  duel  is  the  more  chivalric  way 
of  settling  such  difficulties.  Fassman  chal- 
lenges Gundling.  They  meet  with  pistols.  It 
is  understood  by  the  seconds  that  it  is  to  be 
rather  a  Pickwickian  encounter.  The  trem- 
bling Gundling,  when  he  sees  his  antagonist  be- 
fore him,  with  the  deadly  wen])on  in  his  liand, 
throws  his  ])istol  away,  which  his  considerate 
friends  had  harmlessly  loaded  with  powder  only, 
declaring  that  he  would  not  shoot  any  man,  or 
have  any  man  shoot  him.  Fassman  sternly  ad- 
vances with  his  harmless  pistol,  and  shoots  the 
powder  into  Gundling's  wig.  It  blazes  into  a 
flame.  With  a  shriek  Gundling  falls  to  the 
ground  as  if  dead.  A  bucket  of  water  extin- 
guishes the  flames,  and  roars  of  laughter  echo 
over  the  chivalric  field  of  combat. 

Such  was  the  Tobacco  Parliament  in  its  triv- 
ial aspects.  But  it  had  also  its  serious  func- 
tions. Many  questions  were  discussed  there 
which  stirred  men's  souls,  and  which  roused  the 
ambition  or  the  wrath  of  the  stern  old  king  to 
the  utmost  pitch. 

We  have  now  reached  the  year  172G.  The 
emperor  of  Germany  declares  that  he  can  nev- 
er give  his  consent  to  the  double  marriage  with 
the  English  ])rinces,  Frederick  William,  who 
is  not  at  all  fond  of  his  wife's  relatives,  and  is  an- 
noyed by  the  hesitancy  which  his  father-in-law 
has  manifested  in  reference  to  it,  is  also  turn- 
ing his  obstinate  will  against  the  nuptial  alli- 
ance. A  more  imperative  and  inflexible  man 
never  breathed.  This  year  the  unhappy  wife  of 
George  I.  died,  unreconciled,  wretched,  exas- 
perated, after  thirty  years'  captivity  in  the  cas- 
tle of  Ahlden,  Darker  and  darker  seemed  the 
gloom  which  enveloped  the  path  of  Sophie  Do- 
rothee.  She  still  clung  to  the  marriages,  as 
the  dearest  hope  of  her  heart.  It  was  with 
her  an  ever-present  thought.  But  Frederick 
William  was  the  most  obdurate  and  obstinate 
of  mortals. 

"  The  wide,  overarching  sky,"  writes  Carlyle, 
"looks  down  on  no  more  inflexible  sovereign 
man  than  him,  in  the  red-collared  blue  coat 
and  white  leggins,  with  the  bamboo  in  his  hand ; 
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a  peaceable,  capacious,  not  ill-given  sovereign 
man,  if  you  vi'ill  let  him  have  his  way ;  but  to 
bar  hfs  way,  to  tweak  the  nose  of  his  sovereign 
royalty,  and  ignominiously  force  him  into  an- 
other way,  that  is  ^n  enterprise  no  man  or 
devil,  or  body  of  men  or  devils,  need  attempt. 
The  first  step  in  such  an  attempt  will  require  to 
be  the  assassination  of  Frederick  Wilhelm,  for 
you  may  depend  upon  it,  royal  Sophie,  so  long 
as  he  is  alive  the  feat  can  not  be  done." 

While  these  scenes  were  transpiring  the 
Crown  Prince  was  habitually  residing  at  Pots- 
dam— a  favorite  royal  residence  about  seventeen 
miles  west  from  Berlin.  Here  he  was  rigidly 
attending  to  his  duties  in  the  giant  regiment. 
We  have  now,  in  our  narrative,  reached  the 
year  1727.  Fritz  is  fifteen  years  of  age.  He 
is  attracting  attention  by  his  vivacity,  his  ingen- 
uous, agreeable  manners,  and  his  fondness  for 
polite  literature.  He  occasionally  is  summoned 
by  his-  fcither  to  the  Smoking  Cabinet.  But 
the  delicacy  of  his  physical  organization  is  such 
that  he  loathes  tobacco  and  only  pretends  to 
smoke,  with  mock  gravity  pufiing  from  his 
empty,  white  clay  pipe.  Neither  has  he  any 
relish  for  the  society  which  he  meets  there. 
Though  faithful  to  the  mechanical  duties  of  the 
drill,  they  were  very  irksome  to  him.  His 
books  and  his  flute  were  his  chief  joy.  Vol- 
taire was  just  then  rising  to  celebrity  in  France. 
Flis  writings  began  to  attract  the  attention  of 
literary  men  throughout  Europe.  Fritz,  in  his 
youthful  enthusiasm,  was  charmed  by  them.  In 
the  latter  part  of  June,  1 729,  a  courier  brought 
the  intelligence  to  Berlin  that  George  I.  had 
suddenly  died  of  apoplexy.  He  Avas  on  a  jour- 
ney to  Hanover,  when  he  was  struck  down  on 
the  road.  Almost  insensible,  he  was  conveyed, 
on  the  full  gallop,  to  Osnabriick,  where  his  broth- 
er, who  was  a  bishop,  resided,  and  where  med- 
ical aid  could  be  obtained.  But  the  shaft  was 
fatal.  At  midnight  his  carriage  reached  Osna- 
briick. The  old  man,  sixty-seven  years  of  age, 
was  heard  to  murmur,  "  It  is  all  over  with  me," 
and  his  spirit  passed  away  to  the  judgment. 

The  death  of  George  I.  affected  the  strange 
Frederick  William  very  deeply.  He  not  only 
shed  tears,  but,  if  we  may  be  pardoned  the  ex- 
pression, blubbered  like  a  child.  His  health 
seemed  to  fail,  and  hypochondria,  in  its  most 
melancholy  form,  tormented  him.  As  is  not 
unusual  in  such  cases,  he  became  excessively 
religious.  Every  enjoyment  was  deemed  sin- 
ful, if  we  except  the  indulgence  in  an  ungovern- 
able temper,  which  the  self-righteous  king  made 
no  attempt  to  curb.  Wilhelmina,  describing 
this  state  of  things  with  her  graphic  pen,  writes  : 

"He  condemned  all  pleasures  ;  damnable  all 
of  them,  he  said.  You  were  to  speak  of  nothing 
but  the  word  of  God  only.  All  other  conversa- 
tion was  forbidden.  It  was  always  he  who  car- 
ried on  the  improving  talk  at  table,  where  he 
did  the  office  of  reader,  as  if  it  had  been  a  re- 
fectory of  monks.  The  king  treated  us  to  a 
sermon  every  afternoon.  His  valet  de  chambre 
gave  out  a  psalm,  which  we  all  sang.    You  had 
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to  listen  to  this  sermon  with  as  mncli  devout 
attention  as  if  it  had  been  an  Apostle's.  My 
brother  and  I  had  all  the  mind  in  the  world  to 
laugh.  We  tried  hard  to  keep  from  laughing, 
but  often  we  burst  out.  Thereupon  reprimand, 
with  all  the  anathemas  of  the  Church  hurled  on 
us,  which  we  had  to  take  with  a  contrite,  peni- 
tent air — a  thing  not  easy  to  bring  your  face  to 
at  the  moment." 

In  this  frame  of  mind  the  king  began  to  talk 
seriously  of  abdicating  in  favor  of  Frederick, 
and  of  retiring  from  the  cares  of  state  to  a  life 
of  religious  seclusion  in  his  country  seat  at 
Wusterhausen.  He  matured  his  plan  quite  to 
the  details.    Wilhelmina  thus  describes  it : 

"He  used  to  say  that  he  would  reserve  for 
himself  ten  thousand  crowns  a  year,  and  retire 
with  the  queen  and  his  daughters  to  Wuster- 
hausen. 'There,'  added  he,  'I  will  pray  to 
God,  and  manage  the  farming  economy,  while 
my  wife  and  girls  take  care  of  the  household 
matters.  You,  Wilhelmina,  are  clever ;  I  will 
give  you  the  inspection  of  the  linen,  which  you 
shall  mend  and  keep  in  order,  taking  good 
charge  of  laundry  matters.  Frederica,  who  is 
miserly,  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  stores  of 
the  house.  Charlotte  shall  go  to  market  and 
buy  our  provisions.  My  wife  shall  take  charge 
of  the  little  children  and  of  the  kitchen.'" 

At  that  time  the  family  consisted  of  nine 
children.  Next  to  Willielmina  and  Fritz  came 
Frederica,  thirteen  ;  Charlotte,  eleven  ;  Sophie 
Dorothee,  eight ;  Ulrique,  seven  ;  August  Wil- 
helm, five ;  Amelia,  four ;  and  Henry,  a  babe 
in  arms. 

Some  of  the  courtiers,  in  order  to  divert  the 
king  from  his  melancholy,  and  from  these  ideas 
of  abdication,  succeeded  in  impressing  upon  him 
the  political  necessity  of  visiting  Augustus,  the 
king  of  Poland,  at  Dresden.  The  king  did 
not  intend  to  take  Fritz  with  him.  But  Wil- 
helmina adroitly  whispered  a  word  to  baron 
Suhm,  the  Polish  embassador,  and  obtained  a 
special  invitation  for  the  Crown  Prince.  It  is 
a  hundred  miles  from  Berlin  to  Dresden — a  dis- 
tance easily  traversed  by  post  in  a  day.  It 
was  the  middle  of  January,  1728,  when  the 
Prussian  king  reached  Dresden,  followed  the 
day  after  by  his  son.  They  were  sumptuously 
entertained  for  four  weeks  in  a  continuous 
round  of  magnificent  amusements,  from  which 
the  melancholic  king  of  Prussia  recoiled,  but 
could  not  well  escape. 

Augustus,  king  of  Poland,  called  "Augustus 
the  Strong,"  was  a  man  of  extraordinary  phys- 
ical vigor  and  muscular  strength.  It  was  said 
that  he  could  break  horseshoes  with  his  hands 
and  crush  half-crowns  between  his  finger  and 
thumb.  He  was  an  exceedingly  profligate  man, 
introducing  to  his  palaces  scenes  of  sin  and 
shame  which  could  scarcely  have  been  ex- 
ceeded in  Rome  in  the  most  corrupt  days  of 
the  Csesars.  Though  Frederick  William,  a 
stanch  Protestant,  was  a  crabbed,  merciless 
man,  drinking  deeply  and  smoking  excessive- 
ly, he  was  irreproachable  in  morals,  according 
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to  the  ordinary  standard.  Augustus,  nominal- 
ly a  Catholic,  and  zealously  advocating  politic- 
al Catliolicism,  though  a  good-natured,  rather 
agreeable  man,  recognized  no  other  law  of  life 
than  his  own  pleasure. 

Augustus  had  formed  apparently  the  deliber- 
ate resolve  to  test  his  visitor  by  the  most  se- 
ductive and  adroitly  arranged  temptations.  But 
so  far  as  Frederick  William  was  concerned  he 
utterly  failed.  Upon  one  occasion  his  Prussian 
Majesty,  when  conducted  by  Augustus,  whirled 
around  and  indignantly  left  the  room.  That 
evening,  through  his  minister,  Grumkow,  he  in- 
formed the  king  of  Poland  that  if  there  were 
any  repetition  of  such  scenes  he  would  imme- 
diately leave  Dresden. 

Eritz,  however,  had  not  his  father's  strength 
to  resist  the  allurements  of  this  wicked  court. 
He  was  but  sixteen  years  of  age.  From  child- 
hood he  had  been  kei)t  secluded  from  the  world, 
and  had  been  reared  under  the  sternest  disci- 
pline. He  was  remarkably  handsome,  full  of 
vivacity,  which  qualified  him  to  shine  in  any 
society,  and  was  heir  to  the  Prussian  monarchy. 
He  was  consequently  greatly  caressed,  and  ev- 
ery conceivable  inducement  was  presented  to 
him  to  lure  him  into  the  paths  of  guilty  pleas- 
ure. He  fell.  From  such  a  fall  one  never  on 
earth  recovers.  Even  though  repentance  and 
reformation  come,  a  scar  is  left  upon  the  soul 
which  time  can  not  efface. 

This  visit  to  Dresden,  so  fatal  to  Fritz,  was 
closed  on  the  12th  of  February.  The  dissipa- 
tion of  those  four  weeks  introduced  the  Crown 
Prince  to  habits  which  have  left  an  indelible 
stain  upon  his  rej)utation,  and  which  poisoned 
his  days.  Upon  his  return  to  Potsdam  he  was 
seized  with  a  fit  of  sickness,  and  for  many  years 
his  health  remained  feeble.  But  he  had  enter- 
ed upon  the  downward  course.  His  chosen 
companions  were  those  who  were  in  sympathy 
with  his  newly-formed  tastes.  The  career  of 
dissipation,  into  which  the  young  prince  had 
plunged,  could  not  be  concealed  from  his  eagle- 
eyed  father.  The  king's  previous  dislike  to  his 
son  was  converted  into  contempt  and  hatred ; 
which  feelings  were  at  times  developed  in  al- 
most insane  ebullitions  of  rage. 

Still  the  queen -mother,  Sophie  Dorothee, 
clung  to  the  double  marriage.  Her  brother, 
George  II.,  was  now  king  of  England.  His 
son  Fred,  who  had  been  intended  for  Wilhel- 
miua,  was  not  a  favorite  of  his  father's,  and 
had  not  yet  been  permitted  to  go  to  England. 
In  May,  1728,  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
He  was  living  idly  in  Hanover,  impatient  to 
wed  his  cousin  Wilhelmina,  who  was  then  nine- 
teen years  of  age.  He  seems  to  have  secretly 
contemplated,  in  conference  with  Wilhelmina's 
mother,  Sophie  Dorothee,  a  trip  incognito  to 
Berlin,  where  he  would  marry  the  princess 
clandestinely,  and  then  leave  it  with  the  royal 
papas  to  settle  the  difficulty  the  best  way  they 
could.  The  plan  was  not  executed.  Wilhel- 
mina manifested  coquettish  indifference  to  the 
whole  matter.   She,  however,  writes  that  queen 


Sophie  was  so  confidently  expecting  him  that 
"  she  took  every  ass  or  mule  for  his  royal  high- 
ness." 

In  May  the  king  of  Poland  returned  the 
visit  of  Frederick  William.  He  came  with  a 
numerous  retinue  and  in  great  splendor.  Dur- 
ing the  past  year  his  unhappy  wife  had  died ; 
and  he,  then  fifty-five  years  of  age,  was  seek- 
ing to  bargain  for  the  hand  of  AVilhelmina,  hop- 
ing, by  an  alliance  with  Prussia,  to  promote 
some  of  his  political  schemes.  The  wicked  old 
Polish  king  was  much  broken  by  age  and  his 
"terrible  debaucheries."  He  had  recently  suf- 
fered the  amputation  of  two  toes  from  an  ulcer- 
ated foot,  which  no  medical  skill  could  cure. 
He  was  brought  into  the  palace  at  Berlin  in  a 
sedan,  covered  with  red  velvet  embroidered 
with  gold.  Wilhelmina  had  no  suspicion  of 
the  object  of  his  visit,  and  was  somewhat  sur- 
l)rised  by  the  intensity  of  his  gaze  and  his  glow- 
ing compliments.  Diplomatic  obstacles  arose 
which  silenced  the  question  of  the  marriage  be- 
fore Wilhelmina  knew  that  it  had  been  con- 
templated. 

Fritz  had  been  for  some  time  confined  to  his 
chamber  and  to  his  bed.  He  was  now  getting 
out  again.  By  his  mother's  ])ersuaRion  he  wrote 
to  his  aunt,  queen  Caroline  of  England,  ex- 
])ressing,  in  the  strongest  terms,  his  love  for  her 
daughter  the  princess  Amelia,  and  his  unal- 
terable determination  never  to  marry  unless  he 
could  lead  her  to  the  altar.  Though  Frederick 
William  knew  nothing  of  these  intrigues  he 
hated  his  son  with  daily  increasing  venom. 
Sometimes,  in  a  surly  fit,  he  would  not  speak 
to  him  or  recognize  him.  Again  he  would  treat 
him  with  studied  contempt,  at  the  table  re- 
fusing to  give  him  any  food,  leaving  him  to 
fast  while  the  others  were  eating.  Not  un- 
frequently,  according  to  Wilhelmina's  account, 
he  even  boxed  his  ears,  and  smote  him  with 
his  cane.  Wilhelmina  gives  us  one  of  the  let- 
ters of  her  brother  to  his  father  about  this 
time,  and  the  characteristic  ])aternal  answer. 
Frederick  writes,  under  date  of  September  11, 
1728,  from  Wusterhausen  : 

"My  dear  Papa, — I  have  not,  for  a  long 
while,  presumed  to  come  near  my  dear  pai)a, 
partly  because  he  forbade  me,  but  chiefly  be- 
cause I  had  reason  to  expect  a  still  worse  re- 
ception than  usual;  and  for  fear  of  angering 
my  dear  papa  by  my  present  request,  I  have 
preferred  making  it  in  writing  to  him. 

"  I  therefore  beg  my  dear  papa  to  be  gra- 
cious to  me ;  and  can  here  say  that,  after  long 
reflection,  my  conscience  has  not  accused  me 
of  any  the  least  thing  with  which  I  could  re- 
proach myself.  But  if  I  have,  against  my  will 
and  knowledge,  done  any  thing  which  has  an- 
gered my  dear  papa,  I  herewith  most  submis- 
sively beg  forgiveness,  and  hope  my  dear  papa 
will  lay  aside  that  cruel  hatred  which  I  can  not 
but  notice  in  all  his  treatment  of  me.  I  could 
not  otherwise  suit  myself  to  it,  as  I  always 
thought  I  had  a  gracious  papa,  and  now  have 
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to  see  the  contrary.  I  take  confidence,  then, 
and  hope  that  my  dear  papa  will  consider  all 
this,  and  again  be  gracious  to  me.  And  in  the 
mean  while  I  assure  him  that  I  will  never,  all 
my  days,  fail  with  m^will  ;  and,  notwithstand- 
ing his  disfavor  to  me,  remain  my  dear  papa's 
most  faithful  and  obedient  servant  and  son, 

Frederick." 

The  returning  messenger  took  back  the  fol- 
lowing reply.  It  was,  as  usual,  ungrammatic- 
al,  miserably  spelled,  and  confused.  Contem])t- 
uously  the  king  spoke  of  his  son  in  the  third 
person,  Avriting  he  and  his  instead  of  you  and 
yours.    Abruptly  he  commences  : 

His  obstinate  perverse  disposition  which 
does  not  love  his  father  ;  for  when  one  does  ev- 
ery thing,  and  really  loves  one's  father,  one  does 
what  the  father  requires,  not  while  he  is  there 
to  see  it,  but  when  his  back  is  turned  too.  For 
the  rest  he  knows  very  well  that  I  can  endure 
no  effeminate  fellow  who  has  no  human  inclina- 
tion in  him ;  who  puts  himself  to  shame,  can 
not  ride  or  shoot ;  and  withal  is  dirty  in  his 
person,  frizzles  his  hair  like  a  fool,  and  does 
not  cut  it  off.  And  all  this  I  have  a  thousand 
times  reprimanded,  but  all  in  vain,  and  no  im- 
provement in  nothing.  For  the  rest,  haughty  ; 
proud  as  a  churl ;  speaks  to  nobody  but  some 
few,  and  is  not  popular  and  affable ;  and  cuts 
grimaces  with  his  face  as  if  he  were  a  fool ;  and 
does  my  will  in  nothing  l)ut  following  his  own 
Avhims ;  no  use  to  him  in  any  thing  else.  This 
is  the  answer.  Frederick  William." 

Still  the  question  of  the  marriages  remained 
the  subject  of  innumerable  intrigues.  There 
were  several  claimants  for  the  hand  of  Wilhel- 
mina,  and  many  nuptial  alliaiices  suggested  for 
Fritz.  Frederick  William  proposed  the  mar- 
riage of  Wilhelmina  to  Fred  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  and  to  let  the  marriage  of  Fritz  and 
Amelia  for  the  present  remain  undecided.  But 
England  promptly  replied,  "No  —  both  mar- 
riages or  none."  It  is  intimated  by  the  minis- 
ters of  the  Prussian  king  that  he  was  influenced 
in  his  vacillating  course  respecting  the  mar- 
riages, not  only  by  his  doubts  whether  the  En- 
glish or  a  German  alliance  would  be  most  de- 
sirable, but  also  by  avarice,  as  he  knew  not 
what  dowry  he  could  secure  with  the  English 
princess,  and  by  jealousy,  as  he  was  very  un- 
willing to  add  to  the  importance  and  the  power 
of  his  hated  son  Fritz.  He  also  disliked  ex- 
tremely his  brother-in-law,  George  11.^ 


1  "  Frederick  William  and  George  II.,  though  broth- 
ers-in-law, and,  iu  a  mauuer,  brought  up  together, 
could  never  eudure  each  other,  even  when  children. 
This  personal  hatred  and  settled  antipathy  had  like  to 
have  proved  fatal  to  their  subjects.  The  king  of  En- 
gland used  to  style  the  king  of  Prussia  my  brother  the 
sergeant.  The  king  of  Prussia  called  the  king  of  En- 
gland mij  brother  the  player.  This  animosity  soon  in- 
fected their  dealings,  and  did  not  fail  to  have  its  influ- 
ence on  the  most  important  events." — Mevioirs  of  the 
House  of  Brandenbzirg,  by  Fkedkriok  II.  Vol.  ii.  p.  C9. 


About  the  middle  of  January,  1729,  the  king 
went  upon  a  hunt  with  his  companions,  taking 
with  him  Fritz,  who  he  knew  detested  the  rough 
barbaric  sport.  This  hunting  expedition  to  the 
wilds  of  Brandenburg  and  Pommern  was  one 
of  great  renown.  Three  thousand  six  hundred 
and  two  wild  swine  these  redoubtable  Kimrods 
boasted  as  the  fruits  of  their  prowess.  Freder- 
ick William  was  an  economical  jn-ince.  He 
did  not  allow  one  pound  of  this  vast  mass  of 
wild  pork  to  be  wasted.  Every  man,  accord- 
ing to  his  family,  was  bound  to  take  a  certain 
portion  at  a  fixed  price.  From  this  fierce  raid 
through  swamps  and  jungles  in  pursuit  of  M  ild 
boars  the  king  returned  to  Potsdam.  Soon 
after  he  was  taken  sick.  Having  ever  been  a 
hard  drinker,  it  is  not  strange  that  his  disease 
proved  to  be  the  gout.  He  was  any  thing  but 
an  amiable  i)atient.  The  pangs  of  the  disease 
extorted  from  him  savage  growls,  and  he  vent- 
ed his  spleen  upon  all  who  came  within  the 
reach  of  his  crutch  or  the  hearing  of  his  tongue. 
Still,  even  when  sufiering  most  severely,  he 
never  omitted  any  administrative  duties.  His 
secretaries  every  morning  came  in  with  their 
papers,  and  he  issued  his  orders  with  his  cus- 
tomary rigorous  devotion  to  business.  It  was 
remarked  that  this  strange  man  Avould  never 
allow  a  profane  expression  or  an  indelicate  al- 
lusion in  his  presence.  This  sickness  lasted 
five  weeks,  and  Wilhelmina  writes,  "The  ])ains 
of  purgatory  could  not  equal  those  which  we 
endured." 

During  this  sickness  a  very  curious  scene  oc- 
curred, characteristic  of  the  domestic  life  of  this 
royal  family.  The  second  daughter,  Frederica 
Louisa,  "beautiful  as  an  angel,  and  a  spoiled 
child  of  fifteen,"  w^as  engaged  to  the  marquis 
of  Anspach.  We  Avill  allow  Wilhelmina  to  de- 
scribe the  event  which  took  place  at  the  table. 
It  was  early  in  March,  1729,  while  the  king  was 
still  suffering  from  the  gout : 

"At  table  his  Majesty  told  the  queen  that  he 
had  letters  from  Anspach ;  the  young  marquis 
to  be  at  Berlin  in  May  for  his  wedding  ;  that  M. 
Bremer,  his  tutor,  was  just  coming  with  the  ring 
of  betrothal  for  Louisa.  He  asked  my  sister  if 
that  gave  her  pleasure,  and  how  she  would  reg- 
ulate her  housekeeping  when  married.  My  sis- 
ter had  got  into  the  way  of  telling  him  whatever 
she  thought,  and  home  truths  sometimes,  with- 
out his  taking  it  ill.  She  answered,  with  her 
customary  frankness,  that  she  would  have  a 
good  table,  which  should  be  delicately  served, 
and,  added  she,  'which  shall  be  better  than 
yours.  And  if  I  have  children  I  will  not  mal- 
treat them  like  you,  nor  force  them  to  eat  what 
they  have  an  aversion  to.' 

"  'What  do  you  mean  by  that?'  replied  the 
king;  'what  is  there  wanting  at  my  table?' 

"  '  There  is  this  wanting, '  she  said,  '  that  one 
can  not  have  enough ;  and  the  little  there  is 
consists  of  coarse  pot-herbs  that  nobody  can 
eat.' 

"The  king,  as  Avas  not  unnatural,  had  begun 
to  get  angry  at  her  first  answer.    This  last  i>ut 
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him  quite  in  a  fury.  But  all  his  anger  fell  on 
my  brother  and  me.  He  first  threw  a  plate  at 
my  brother's  head,  who  ducked  out  of  the  way. 
He  then  let  fly  another  at  me,  which  I  avoided 
in  like  manner.  A  hail-storm  of  abuse  followed 
these  first  hostilities.  He  rose  into  a  passion 
against  the  queen,  reproaching  her  with  the 
bad  training  which  she  gave  her  children,  and, 
addressing  my  brother,  said  : 

"'You  have  reason  to  curse  your  mother; 
for  it  is  she  who  causes  your  being  an  ill-gov- 
erned fellow.  I  had  a  preceptor,'  continued 
he,  'who  was  an  honest  man.  I  remember 
always  a  story  which  he  told  me  in  his  youth. 
There  was  a  man  at  Carthage  who  had  been 
condemned  to  die  for  many  crimes  he  had  com- 
mitted. While  they  were  leading  him  to  ex- 
ecution he  desired  he  might  speak  to  his  mo- 
ther.    They  brought  his  mother.     He  came 


near,  as  if  to  whisper  something  to  her,  and  bit 
away  a  piece  of  her  ear.  "I  treat  you  thus," 
said  he,  "to  make  you  an  example  to  all  pa- 
rents who  take  no  heed  to  bring  up  their  chil- 
dren in  the  practice  of  virtue."  Make  the  ap- 
plication,' continued  he,  always  addressing  my 
brother;  and,  getting  no  answer  from  him,  he 
again  set  to  abusing  us  till  he  could  speak  no 
longer. 

"We  rose  from  table.  As  we  had  to  pass 
near  him  in  going  out  he  aimed  a  great  blow  at 
me  with  his  crutch,  which,  if  I  had  not  jerked 
away  from  it,  w^ould  have  ended  me.  He 
chased  me  for  a  while  in  his  wheel-chair,  but 
the  people  drawing  it  gave  me  time  to  escape 
to  the  queen's  chamber." 

That  evening  Wilhelmina  was  taken  sick 
with  burning  fever  and  severe  pains.  Still  she 
was  compelled  to  rise  from  her  bed  and  attend 
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a  court  party.  The  next  morning  she  was 
worse.  The  king,  upon  being  told  of  it,  ex- 
claimed, gruffly,  "HI?  I  will  cure  you!"  and 
compelled  her  to  swallow  a  large  draught  of 
wine.    Soon  her  siclfcess  showed  itself  to  be 


c 


THE  form  and  appearance  of  a  fish  are  fa- 
miliar to  all.  Tiie  word  fish  suggests  an 
elongated  body,  laterally  compressed,  so  as  to 
be  about  twice  as  high  as  it  is  thick ;  its  back 
arched,  highest  a  little  in  front  of  the  middle, 
and  sloping  toward  the  nose  more  abruptly  than 
toward  the  tail,  which  is  terminated  by  a  vert- 
ical assemblage  of  bony  rays  called  the  caudal 
fin  (Fig.  1,  C).  Upon  the  back  we  perceive  a 
similar  group  of  rays,  united  by  skin,  higher  be- 
fore than  behind,  and  sloj)ing  backward.  Upon 
the  lower  side  is  a  .third  fin,  but  much  nearer 
the  tail,  and  rather  more  long  and  slender ; 
this  is  the  anal  fin  (Fig.  1,  A) ;  the  other  is  the 
dorsal  fin  (Fig.  1,  D)  ;  and  both,  with  the  cau- 
dal fin,  are  on  the  middle  line  of  the  fish,  and 
are  therefore  called  median  fins.  But  our  fish 
has  also  four  other  fins,  in  two  pairs,  one  upon 
each  side ;  one  pair  are  called  the  jjectorals 
(Fig.  1,  P),  and  are  attached  to  the  throat ;  the 
others  are  the  ventrals  (Fig.  1,  V),  and  are  at- 
tached about  midway  between  the  head  and  the 
tail. 

Strictly  speaking,  the  pectorals  are  the  arms 
of  the  fish,  the  ventrals  are  its  legs.  But  if  we 
watch  a  fish  gently  swimming  we  shall  see  that 
its  finny  arms  and  legs  are  of  very  little  service 
in  locomotion,  and  that  they  rather  act  as  bal- 
ancers, being  slightly  elevated  and  depressed  on 
one  side  or  the  other,  when  the  fish  is  at  rest 
even  more  than  while  it  is  in  motion ;  for,  be- 
sides acting  as  balancers,  they  help  to  sustain 
the  weight  of  the  fish  in  the  water,  and  are  thus 
constantly  "  treading  water,"  so  to  speak.  We 
may  readily  infer,  too,  and  our  inference  will 


small-pox.  Great  was  the  consternation  of  her 
mother,  from  the  fear  that,  even  should  she  sur- 
vive, her  beauty  would  be  so  marred  that  the 
English  prince  would  no  longer  desire  her  as  his 
bride.    Fortunately  she  escaped  without  a  scar. 


be  confirmed  by  observation,  that  neither  the 
dorsal  nor  the  anal  fin  can  be  of  much  avail  for 
locomotive  purposes ;  but  that  they  rather  act 
as  keels,  upper  and  lower,  to  assist  in  keeping 
the  erect  position  while  the  fish  is  at  rest,  and 
in  changing  the  direction  while  in  motion.  And 
you  may  still  more  firmly  convince  yourself  of 
all  this  by  successively  snipping  ofi'  the  fins  with 
a  pair  of  scissors.  When  the  dorsal  and  anal 
are  removed  the  fish  rolls  unsteadily  in  the  wa- 
ter ;  when  the  pectorals  are  cut  ofi:'  the  head 
sinks  ;  and  if  the  pectoral  and  the  ventral  of  the 
same  side  are  both  removed,  the  fish  turns  over 
upon  that  side. 

But  you  may  ask,  "  How  is  it  possible  for  a 
fish  to  avoid  sinking  ?"  for  it  has  no  lungs,  and 
we  know  a  man  finds  it  hard  to  float  even  when 
his  lungs  are  filled  to  the  utmost,  and  it  is  not 
possible  that  those  gentle  vibrations  of  the  pec- 
toral and  ventral  fins  can  sustain  its  body  in 
the  water. 

That  is  very  true ;  but  we  must  remember 
that,  in  the  first  place,  the  flesh  of  a  fish  is  more 
watery  than  ours ;  that  its  bones  are  much  less 
earthy ;  so  that,  bulk  for  bulk,  a  fish  is  but  little 
heavier  than  Avater — so  little,  that  if  a  fish  be 
dropped  into  a  pail  full  of  water  to  the  brim  it 
will  weigh  scarcely  more  than  before,  since  the 
quantity  of  water  which  will  run  over  will  equal 
the  fish's  bulk,  and  nearly  equal  its  weight. 

But  for  all  this  some  fishes  are  so  much 
heavier  than  water  that  it  would  require  very 
great  and  constant  exertion  to  avoid  sinking 
without  a  special  provision  called  the  air-blad- 
der or  swim-bladder,  which  is  a  bag  of  air  at- 
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Fig.  1.— Mullet-sucker.   {From  De  Kay.) 
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tached  under  the  spine,  and  of  different  forms 
in  different  species.  But  whatever  its  size, 
form,  or  connections,  it  always  serves  the  same 
purpose — to  increase  the  bulk  of  the  fish  with- 
out materially  increasing  its  weight ;  for  as 
water  is  815  times  heavier  than  air,  the  space 
occupied  by  a  cubic  inch  of  air  inside  would 
press  downward  with  only  gig  the  force  with 
which  the  cubic  inch  of  water  displaced  by  it 
would  press  upward  ;  and  so  but  a  very  slight 
quantity  of  air  inside  the  fish  would  counter- 
balance its  greater  weight,  and  cause  it  to  rise 
in  the  water,  on  the  same  principle  that  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  bags  or  barrels  of  air  attach- 
ed in  or  about  a  sunken  vessel  will  cause  it  to 
rise  and  float. 

But  the  swim-bladder  of  the  fish  is  inside, 
and  of  course  can  not  be  removed ;  the  same 
end  may,  however,  be  reached  in  two  other 
ways.  Some  fishes  are  provided  with  a  tube 
leading  from  the  air-sack  to  the  throat,  and 
through  it  air  may  be  expelled  by  compressing 
the  sack;  but  in  order  to  fill  it  again  the  fish 
must  swim  to  the  surfiice  and  swallow  a  fresh 
supply.  So  it  is  probable  that  they  generally 
do  as  those  species  must  which  have  no  duct, 
viz,  :  compress  the  bladder  so  as  to  lessen  their 
bulk  until  they  are  as  heavy  as  an  equal  quan- 
tity of  water,  when,  of  course,  a  very  slight  ad- 
ditional compression  will  cause  them  to  sink, 
and  a  less  to  rise.  Sometimes  a  fish  has  been 
known  to  remain  so  long  in  the  sun  near  the 
surface  of  the  water  as  to  be  unable  to  descend, 
on  account  of  the  overexpansion  of  the  air  in 
the  swim-bladder ;  and  it  is  then  forced  to  re- 
mnin  until  the  heat  of  the  sun  has  abated. 
This  accident  could,  of  course,  occur  to  only 
those  species  which  have  no  duct. 


Fig.  2,— Small  Globe-tish.   (.From  De  Kay.) 

There  are  certain  curious  fishes  called  globe- 
fishes  (Z)/o(/t)w,  Tetraodon,  etc.),  which  have  the 
instinct  to  swallow  a  large  quantity  of  air;  this 
enters  certain  reservoirs  at  the  sides  of  the 
throat,  and,  making  the  lower  side  of  the  body 
lighter,  the  fish  capsizes  and  floats  along  upon 
the  surface,  moved  by  the  winds  and  the 
waves.  One  of  the  larger  species  puffs  like 
a  turkey-cock  on  being  taken  out  of  the  water, 
and  is  so  determined  to  retain  the  air  that 
pressing  the  abdomen  only  makes  it  swell  still 
more,  and  cruel  boys  sometimes  amuse  them- 
selves by  dropping  a  flat  stone  upon  it,  when 
It  will  explode  with  a  loud  report. 


j  So  much,  then,  for  the  manner  and  the  means 
of  overcoming  the  attraction  of  gravitation  in 
the  fish.    Now,  how  does  it  swim  ?    We  have 

\  found  that  the  successive  or  simultaneous  re- 
moval of  the  dorsal,  anal,  pectoral,  and  ventral 
fins  only  rendered  the  fish's  position  unsteady; 
but  he  could  swim  as  well  as  before.    But  if 

'  the  end  of  the  caudal  fin  be  snipped  off,  its 
speed  is  diminished ;  if  the  entire  fin  is  re- 
moved, it  moves  still  slower,  and  with  evident 
exertion,  but  bravely  keeps  it  up  until  the  tail 
itself  has  been  cut  ofi"  up  to  or  beyond  the  anal 
fin  ;  then  at  last  the  poor  victim  to  science  suc- 
cumbs, rolls  over  and  over  like  a  log  upon  the 

I  water,  gasps  convulsively,  makes  a  few  despe- 
rate but  ineffectual  struggles  with  its  abbrevi- 
ated tail — and  dies. 

1  Mr.  Bergh  woidd  probably  object.  But  the 
sight  appears  more  cruel  than  it  is,  for  the  suc- 
cessive cuts  seem  to  disturb  the  fish  very  little  ; 
and  as  the  whole  is  over  much  sooner  than  the 
dying  struggles  of  a  hooked  fish,  w^e  may  claim 
the  right  to  make  the  sacrifice  for  our  intellect- 
ual dinner — especially  as  it  occurs  by  no  means 
every  Friday. 


Fig.  3.— Diagram  of  Locomotion  of  a  Fish. 

We  have  learned  that  a  fish  can  not  swim 
without  its  tail.  Let  us  now  inquire  how  it 
swims  with  it.  Very  much  as  you  scull  a  boat 
Avith  an  oar;  but  Avith  the  dificrence  that  in 
this  case  the  oar  is  a  part  of  the  boat,  and  is 
flexible  both  in  its  length  and  in  its  height. 

Let  us  suppose  our  fish  floating  at  rest  in  the 
water.  Its  tail  is  extended  straight  behind  the 
body ;  suddenly  it  is  bent  to  one  side ;  this  of 
course  turns  the  head  toward  the  same  side, 
and  perhaps  carries  the  fish  a  little  backward ; 
but  now  comes  a  more  forcible  backward  stroke 
of  the  tail,  which  turns  the  head  the  other  way 
and  propels  the  fish  forward.  Then,  having 
reached  the  middle  line,  it  is  gently  bent  to  the 
other  side,  and  again  forcibly  extended.  The 
result  of  these  alternate  movements  of  the  tail 
in  opposite  directions  is,  as  in  the  sculling  of  a 
boat,  to  propel  the  fish  forward,  not  in  a  straight 
but  a  zigzag  direction.  But  the  successive 
movements  are  so  rapid  that  we  notice  only  the 
resultant  forward  motion,  which  is  in  some  spe- 
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Fig.  4.— Sea-Snake.   {From  S'c/ii>iz).— Thresher,  or  Fox  Shark.   {From  Nature.) 


cies,  as  the  salmon,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  or 
twenty-five  miles  an  hour,  and  so  powerful  that 
the  sword-fish  has  been  known  to  thrust  his 
sword  through  copper  sheathing,  a  layer  of  felt, 
four  inches  of  deal,  and  fourteen  inches  of  oak. 

But  it  may  now  be  asked,  "  Why  does  the 
backward  stroke  of  the  tail  carry  the  fish  for- 
ward any  more  than  its  forward  stroke  carries 
it  backward  ?  for  they  must  pass  through  the 
same  space." 

There  are  four  different  reasons  :  First,  The 
forward  stroke  is  much  less  forcible  and  rapid 
than  the  backward.  Second,  The  water  is  al- 
ready moving ;  for  the  previous  backward  stroke 
of  the  tail  from  the  other  side  to  the  middle 
line  has  forced  the  water  in  all  directions  out 
of  its  way,  so  that  the  further  stroke  forward 
meets  comparatively  little  resistance ;  but  the 
backward  stroke  meets  all  the  more,  and  is 
therefore  the  more  effective  in  sending  the  fish 
forward.  Third,  This  and  the  Fourth  reason 
depend  upon  the  form  of  the  tail,  or  upon  the 
will  of  the  fish. 

There  are  some  tails,  such  as  those  of  the 
sharks  and  of  the  sea-snakes  (Fig.  4),  which  are 
long  and  narrow  and  stiif  from  edge  to  edge  ; 
and  these  are  "  feathered"  like  an  oar.  But  the 
tail  of  an  ordinary  fish  is  not  only  much  wider, 
but  flexible  in  every  direction,  and  capable  of 
being  spread  out  or  narrowed  by  the  action  of 
little  muscles  attached  to  the  bony  rays  which 
support  it.  Now  such  a  tail  may  be  feathered, 
and  probably  is,  when  the  fish  is  moving  slowly  ; 
but  for  more  rapid  movements  it  is  probable  that 
the  whole  tail  is  spread  out  and  hollowed  back- 
ward for  the  backward  stroke  ;  but  that  upon 
reaching  the  middle  line  it  is  narrowed  and 
made  convex  for  the  forward  stroke,  so  as  to 
offer  the  least  resistance  to  the  water. 

Those  fishes  which  have  scales  overlapping 
each  other  are  aided  in  still  a  fifth  way;  for  in 


the  forward  stroke  the  scales  upon  that  side  of 
the  tail  would  be  flattened  closely  together  so 
as  to  present  a  plane  surface ;  but  in  the  back- 
ward stroke  the  edges  of  the  scales  would  be 
raised  a  little  from  the  bending  of  the  tail,  and 
would  offer  a  roughened  surface  to  the  water. 

So  far  we  have  had  in  mind  fish  of  the  ordi- 
nary fish-like  form.  But  this,  which  has  been 
mathematically  and  experimentally  proved  to 
be  the  most  advantageous  for  bodies  moving  in 
the  water,  and  which  is,  therefore,  followed  in 
the  construction  of  swift  sailing-vessels,  is  by 
no  means  universal  among  fishes.  In  fact,  the 
large  majority  of  species  differ  so  widely  from 
it  and  from  each  other,  that  Ave  must  either 
cease  to  think  it  the  best  adapted  for  aquatic 
locomotion,  or  we  must  believe  that  other  and 
very  different  ends  than  mere  locomotion  are 
to  be  subserved  by  the  fo:  ms  of  the  different 
fishes.  Some  are  almoFt  globular;  others  are 
so  high  and  thin  as  to  be  almost  trans])arent. 
Some  are  eel-shaped  ;  and  others  again  are  flat-  « 
tened  from  above  downward,  and  have  no  tail 
fin  at  all,  so  that  they  go  flapping  along  like  a 
bird  in  the  water.  There  is  a  great  deal  of 
foolish  talk  about  the  perfect  adaptation  of  the 
fish  to  its  peculiar  mode  of  locomotion,  as  if 
getting  from  place  to  place  were  the  chief  end 
of  a  fish  any  more  than  of  a  man,  and  as  if 
every  fish  was  so  shaped  as  to  slip  through  the 
water  in  the  easiest  possible  way.  And  yet  no 
one  would  dream  of  saying  that  the  cow  was 
perfectly  adapted  for  locomotion  because  its 
cousin  the  gazelle  happens  to  be  ;  or  that  the 
mole  was  made  for  flight  because  the  bat  is. 
The  fact  is,  there  are  as  many  different  forms 
among  fishes  as  among  quadrupeds;  and  it  is 
a  very  narrow  and  partial  view  of  the  Creator's 
purposes  to  suppose  that  the  only  thing  to  be 
considered  in  fashioning  animals  was  their  ra- 
pidity of  movement. 
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Fig.  5.-A,  Argxjreiosm ;  a  very  thin  fish.   {From  Storer.)-B,  Short  Sun-fish.   {From  Storer.) 

Let  us  now  examine  some  of  these  peculiar  though  it  is  so  much  more  compressed  than 

forms  more  m  detail.    Little  is  to  be  said  con-  that  of  the  typical  fish.    It  swims  edgewise 
cermng  the  very  t]un  fish  Argpeiosus  capiliaris      The  sun -fish  (Ort/iafforiscus  mala)  is  also 

(lig.  5,  A).    Its  tail  IS  a  very  good  one,  and  compressed  laterally,  and  its  fins  and  tail  in- 

its  torm  not  unadapted  to  swift  locomotion,  al-  crease  its  surface  in  the  vertical  direction;  but 


Fig.  6.— a,  Spiny  Ray.   {From  Storer.)-B,  Flounder.   {From  Storer.) 
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it  swims  upon  one  side,  and  not  upon  the 
belly. 

Similarly  shaped  in  many  respects  are  mem- 
bers of  the  great  t'sxmily  J^kuronectidte,  including 
the  flounders,  flat-fish*,  plaice,  etc.  These  are 
flattened  from  side  to  side,  but  swim  always 
with  one  side  down  and  the  other  side  up,  and 
both  eyes  appear  upon  the  upper  side  on  ac- 
count of  a  curious  twisting  of  the  skull.  They 
swim  slowly,  and  by  flapping  the  broad  tail  up- 
Vv  ard  and  downward. 

Equally  flat  but  in  exactly  the  reverse  direc- 
tion are  the  skates  or  rays,  in  which  the  body 
is  compressed  from  above  downward,  and  the 
pectoral  fins  very  wide  and  strong,  so  as  to  en- 
able them  to  fly,  so  to  speak,  in  the  water.  But 
they,  like  the  flounders,  live  upon  the  bottom 
of  the  sea. 

Still  different  from  all  these,  and  from  all  oth- 
er fishes,  in  its  form,  its  habits,  and  its  mode  of  lo- 
comotion, is  the  little  sea-horse  {Hijiporamjms). 
Its  tail  is  rather  an  organ  of  prehension  and  of 
support  than  of  locomotion,  and  it  swims  in  tbe 
vertical  position  by  means  of  the  lateral  stroke 
of  its  dorsal  fin,  which  is  broad  and  fan-shaped, 
and  capable  of  as  vigorous  and  extended  move- 
ments as  are  the  caudal  fins  of  the  ordinary 
fishes. 

When  I  spoke  of  sea-snakes  I  referred  to 
real  and  not  fabulous  creatures ;  to  serpents  of 
medium  size,  very  venomous  and  active,  Avhich 
live  constantly  in  the  water,  and  are  found  only 
in  the  Indian  Ocean.  Their  tail  is  flattened 
from  side  to  side,  like  that  of  a  fish,  and  they 
swim  with  only  the  head  I'aised  above  water. 
In  all  these  respects  they  differ  widely  from  the 
sea-serpents  which  are  reported  to  have  been 
seen  at  various  times.  I  cast  no  imputation 
upon  the  veracity  of  the  observers,  and  merely 


Fig.  7.— Sea-Horse.   {From  the  American  Naturalist.) 

regret  that  no  specimen,  or  piece  of  one,  has 
ever  been  secured  for  scientific  examination. 
But  the  accompanying  figures  (Fig.  8),  from 
Pontoppidan's  "Natural  History  of  Norway," 
1755,  illustrate  not  only  the  anatomical  pecul- 
iarities of  the  monsters,  but  also  the  differences 
of  habit  as  compared  with  the  ordinary  sea- 
snakes  ;  for  they  are  never  seen  in  company ; 
they  move  by  a  vertical  undulation  of  the  body, 
so  as  to  give  rise  to  the  comparison  with  a  string 
of  kegs ;  they  also  possessed  pectoral  fins,  and 
spouted  water  from  the  mouth  "very  Hke  a 
whale." 

But  in  spite  of  the  tremendous  oaths  w^hich 
Pontoppidan's  informers  took  concerning  the 
monsters  below  depicted,  and  in  spite  of  the 
numerous  and  equally  well  attested  appearances 
of  these  or  kindred  forms,  they  have  not  yet 


Fig.  8.— Two  Sea-Serpents.   (From  Fontoppidan.) 
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been  admitted  into  standard  works  npon  zoolo-  ever,  now  that  geologj^  has  revealed  the  former 

gy  (for  Pontoppidan's  folio  is  not  good  authority  existence  of  huge  marine  reptiles  whose  size 

at  present).    But  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  sea-  and  horrid  aspect  are  fully  equal  to  those  of 

serpent  stories  will  be  revived  more  strongly  than  modern  times  (Fig.  9). 


Fig.  10.— Mauati,  and 

Are  they  in  the  right  who  believe  that  spe- 
cies may  survive  the  cataclysms  which  mark 
successive  epochs  of  the  earth's  development, 
and  that  a  few  mosasauri  still  linger  in  the 
ocean?  Or  shall  we  call  up  a  Pythagorean 
philosophy,  and  conclude  that  the  men  who  saw 
sea-serpents  within  the  past  century  were  asleep 
and  dreaming  of  the  creatures  that  ranged  the 
ocean  in  the  Cretaceous  period,  when  they  were 
in  the  bodies  of  the  men  of  that  day  ?  Or  must 
we  suppose  that  they  were  deceived  by  floating 
sea- weed  and  by  their  imagination  ?  Either 
hypothesis  has  its  difficulties ;  but  religion  will 
probably  unite  upon  the  last  in  spite  of  solemn 
oaths  and  attestations,  and  in  spite  of  Pontop- 
pidan's  indignant  thrust  at  the  skeptics,  that 
"one  might  as  well  doubt  whether  there  are 
Hottentots ;  for  although  the  number  of  wit- 
nesses be  much  greater  in  that  case,  still  that 
does  not  alter  the  nature  of  the  knowledge ;  it 
only  raises  it  to  a  higher  degree  of  certainty." 

The  little-  salamanders  and  lizards  of  the 
present  day,  with  the  alligators  and  crocodiles, 
all  swim  by  lateral  undulations  of  the  tail,  which 
is  in  some  cases  flattened  or  ridged,  so  as  to 
give  a  broader  surface.  The  serpents,  too,  all 
swim  by  lateral  undulations,  but  slowly,  on  ac- 
count of  the  rounded  tail.  All  these  are  rep- 
tiles. 

But  there  are  mammals  also  that  swim — and 


Whale  "breachiug." 

swim  with  the  tail  too.  Such  are  the  whale 
and  that  curious  marine  pachyderm  the  manati, 
or  sea-cow,  of  tropical  waters.  But  both  these 
have  a  tail  which  differs  from  that  of  a  fish  in 
being  flattened  vertically  instead  of  laterally ; 
so  that  the  blow  is  given  upward  and  downward, 
and  not  from  side  to  side.  That  of  the  Avhale 
is  forked,  and  the  two  lobes  are  called  the  flukes ; 
that  of  the  manati  is  rounded  and  much  less 
manageable ;  but  in  both  cases  the  animal  is 
enabled  to  rise  to  the  surface  in  order  to  breathe 
far  more  easily  than  it  could  if  its  tail  worked 
sideway,  as  that  of  a  fish.  The  whale,  too, 
is  enabled  to  make  those  tremendous  springs 
nearly  out  of  the  water,  by  first  bending  the 
whole  body  and  then  straightening  it  so  as  to 
strike  the  water  violently  with  the  tail.  This, 
which  is  called  by  Avhalemen  "breaching,"  is  a 
most  fearful  sight,  for  the  body  of  the  wlinle  is 
sometimes  seventy  or  a  hundred  feet  long,  and 
should  it  strike  the  boat  all  are  dashed  to  pieces. 
By  the  same  means,  excepting  that  the  body  is 
bent  from  side  to  side,  the  salmon  throws  itself 
high  out  of  the  water,  and  surmounts  a  fall  of 
ten  or  twelve  feet  at  a  single  spring. 

Besides  the  whale  and  the  manati  there  is 
another  mammal  Avhich  is  well  adapted  to  a  life 
in  the  water,  the  seal.  But  a  glance  at  the 
figure  (Fig.  11)  will  show  how  great  is  the  dif- 
ference in  the  instrument  by  which  locomotion 


28 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


is  effected.  The  rounded,  tapering,  and  fish- 
like body  is  terminated  by  what  looks  at  first 
like  the  fin  of  a  fish.  But  it  is  really  the  two 
hinder  legs  of  the  animal  stretched  out  in  a  line 
with  the  body,  and  applied  sole  to  sole,  so  that 
the  two  feet  working  together  from  side  to  side 
constitute  a  very  serviceable  fin,  which  is  prob- 
ably capable  of  nearly  as  much  motion  as  the 
caudal  fin  of  a  fish  ;  but  not  quite,  for  that  has 
many  thin  and  flexible  rays,  while  the  seal's 
foot  has  but  five  jointed  toes.  But  it  shows 
how  wonderfully  the  same  purposes  may  be  ac- 
complished by  very  dissimilar  structures  ;  and 
how  one  animal  may  be  related  in  one  direction 
by  its  structure  and  in  another  by  its  form  and 
mode  of  locomotion.  For  the  seal,  like  the 
walrus,  is  a  carnivorous  mammal,  nearly  allied 
to  the  cats  and  the  dogs  in  every  part  of  its  in- 
ternal organization ;  but  its  mode  of  life,  and 
its  form  adapted  thereto,  remind  us  much  more 
of  the  fish  than  of  the  lion  or  the  hyena. 

So  far,  our  studies  have  included  only  such 
creatures  as  move  in  the  water  by  means  of  or- 
gans in  the  hinder  part  of  the  body.  The  skate 
alone  Avas  found  to  em])loy  the  pectoral  fins  in 
locomotion ;  but  among  the  reptiles  there  are 
some — the  sea-turtles — which  have  their  front 
feet  flat  and  compact,  so  as  to  form  a  service- 
able aquatic  wing — for  the  swimming  of  a  tur- 
tle is  a  motion  identical  with  that  of  a  Mrd  fly- 
ing in  the  air ;  and  indeed  there  are  birds  Avhosc 
wings  most  wonderfully  resemble  the  flippers 
of  the  turtle,  and  which,  by  vigorous  flapping, 
aid  the  penguin  along  the  surface  of  the  water. 

But  the  chief  agents  in  the  swimming  of 
birds  are  the  feet,  and  these  in  the  typical 
swimmers  are  beautifully  adapted  for  their  of- 
fice, being  strong  and  webbed  to  the  tips  of  the 
toes,  which  collapse  as  the  foot  is  drawn  for- 


Fiu.  12.— Penyuiu. 

ward,  so  as  to  offer  the  least  resistance,  but  at 
once  expand  and  present  a  broad  surface  in 
the  eftective  backward  stroke.  But  the  other 
conditions  of  aquatic  locomotion  are  very  dif- 
ferent in  the  bird  from  what  they  were  in  the 
fish  and  the  reptile.  The  foi'mer  were  of  near- 
ly the  same  specific  gravity  as  the  water,  and 
floated  wholly  submerged.  So  could  the  whale, 
the  manati,  the  seal,  and  the  turtle — but  only 
for  a  limited  time,  owing  to  the  necessity  for 
them  to  obtain  air  at  the  surface.  But  the 
birds — even  the  heaviest  of  them — are  far  light- 
er than  water.    Their  large  lungs,  the  penctra- 


FiG.  11.— Seal.    {From  Schinz.) 
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tioii  of  air  into  their  bones,  and  especially  the 
inclusion  of  air  under  and  in  their  feathers,  en- 
able them  to  float  securely  upon  the  surface, 
and  even,  in  some  cases,  to  be  moved  by  the 
wind  acting  upon  their  outspread  wings  as  upon 
the  sails  of  a  ship. 

In  Australia,  that  continental  island  where 
so  many  wonderful  things  are  yearly  discovered 
— where  some  of  the  leaves  grow  with  one  edge 
upward  and  the  other  downward — where  most 
of  the  quadrupeds  are  prematurely  born,  and 
then  carried  for  a  time  within  a  pouch  upon  the 
parent's  belly,  as  are  the  young  opossums  of 
our  own  country — there  and  there  only  is  the 
home  of  an  amphibious  creature  with  a  bill  like 
a  duck,  but  hairy;  web-footed,  yet  burrowing 
like  moles ;  with  a  long  spur  upon  the  hinder 
leg,  yet  never  attempting  to  crow ;  with  a  sin- 
gle cloacal  outlet,  yet  bringing  forth  its  young 
alive,  instead  of  eggs.  The  first  accounts  of 
this  creature  were  wholly  discredited,  and  the 
later  ones  are  sufficiently  extraordinary  to  just- 
ify the  construction  and  application  of  the  tre- 
mendous title  Onutliorhynclius  paradoxus,  which 
is,  in  English,  "  The  Paradoxical  Animal  with 
a  Bill  like  that  of  a  Bird."    (Fig.  13.) 

This,  which  is  called  "  Mullangong"  by  the 
natives,  and  "  ^Yater-Mole"  by  the  colonists,  is 
about  two  feet  in  length,  and  covered  with  short, 
soft  fur  of  a  deep  brown  color.  Both  i)air  of  i 
feet  are  Avel)bed ;  but  the  web  of  the  front  feet 
reaches  beyond  the  tips  of  the  toes  while  the 
animal  is  swimming,  but  may  be  turned  back- 
ward out  of  the  way  when  it  is  engaged  in  bur- 
rowing. It  swims  rapidly,  and  with  only  the 
upper  surface  of  tlie  body  and  head  visible,  the 
nostrils  opening  upon  the  top  of  the  snout.  It 
dives  very  quickly,  and  is  difficult  to  shoot. 
Their  burrows  are  most  curious  structures. 
From  two  openings,  one  below  the  surface  of 
the  water  and  the  other  m  the  bank,  concealed 
by  grass  and  weeds,  runs  a  serpentine  excava- 
tion for  a  distance  of  thirty  and  even  fifty  feet, 
terminating  in  a  broader  chamber,  which  is 
lined  with  weeds  and  grass  so  as  to  form  a 
nest. 

The  ornithorhynchus  seems  to  swim  by  pad- 
dling, and  probably  moves  its  short  and  broad 
feet  very  much  as  it  does  when  walking  on  the 
land.  The  same  is  true  of  all  the  ordinary 
quadrupeds ;  they  paddle,  that  is,  they  move 
their  legs  in  the  water  just  as  they  do  upon  the 
land.  Nor  do  they  need  to  learn  how  to  swim, 
but  do  it  instinctively  ;  their  bodies  float  nat- 
urally, and  they  have  only  to  propel  themselves 
by  a  real  trotting  in  the  water.  If  a  dog  be 
held  over  the  water  it  will  often  begin  to  pad- 
dle vigorously,  as  if  the  very  idea  of  water  af- 
fected the  muscles.  But  neither  the  dog  nor 
the  cat,  nor  the  carnivora  generally,  seem  to  be 
as  buoyant  as  the  herbivorous  quadrupeds. 
This  may  be  due  to  the  great  length  and  ca- 
pacity of  the  intestines  in  the  latter,  which  al- 
ways contain  more  or  less  gas,  and  must  there-  ! 
fore  serve  a  like  purpose  as  the  swim-bladder 
of  fishes.    The  cat,  for  instance,  works  hard 


in  swimming ;  while  the  horse  crosses  a  river 
with  a  man  upon  his  back. 

But  even  the  carnivora  have  the  advantage 
of  man  as  to  both  buoyancy  and  readiness  of 
movement.  It  is  said,  indeed,  that  infants 
paddle  in  the  water  like  a  dog,  and  that  some 
savages  swim  in  the  same  way,  using  the  hands 
as  if  they  were  only  front  legs ;  but  the  ordi- 
nary movement  of  the  hands,  in  the  swimming 
of  civilized  nations,  is  a  very  different  one,  and 
one  which  man  alone  is  cai)able  of  executing  to 
perfection,  but  which  he  must  learn  by  degrees 
and  by  long  practice.  Man  is  really  very  poor- 
ly adapted  for  aquatic  locomotion.  In  the  first 
place,  his  specific  gravity  is  a  little  greater  than 
that  of  water  when  the  lungs  are  empty ;  and 
a  full  inspiration  just  enables  him  to  float  with 
the  mouth  and  nose  above  the  surface ;  where- 
as most  mammalia  have  not  only  lighter  bodies 
Uut  longer  necks,  and  relatively  smaller  heads. 
Again,  his  body  is  rounded,  and  presents  a 
broad  flat  surface  to  the  water;  his  feet  not 
only  difl'er  much  less  ui)on  the  ui)j)er  and  lower 
surfaces  than  the  feet  of  quadrupeds,  and  even 
the  rounded  hoofs  of  the  cow  or  horse,  but  the 
shortness  of  the  toes  and  the  firmness  of  the 
whole  organ  make  it  inca])able  of  collapsing  in 
the  forward  and  spreading  in  the  backv>'ard 
stroke,  as  does  the  foot  of  the  duck.  And 
i  finally,  tiie  hands  are  small  and  the  arms  near- 
ly round,  so  that  little  advantage  can  be  gained 
by  rotating  the  limb.  In  view  of  all  these  disad- 
vantages it  would  seem  worth  while  to  contrive 
an  elastic  frame-work  with  membrane  uj^oii  it, 
which,  being  attached  to  the  foot  of  a  swimmer, 
shall  collajise  in  the  forward  and  expand  in  the 
backward  stroke,  as  does  the  foot  of  a  swim- 
ming bird.  A  similar  a])))aratus  could  be  ar- 
ranged for  the  hands  ;  but  the  necessity  of  using 
these  for  other  purposes  is  an  objection. 

After  mentioning  the  sea-serpents,  it  would 
be  invidious  not  to  notice  those  fabled  creatures 
the  Mermen  and  the  Mermaids,  which  figure 
largely  in  the  Northern  legends,  and  which  are 
very  respectfully  treated  by  Pontojipidan,  who 
reports  that  one  merman  "sang  an  unmusical 
song"  in  a  strange  tongue,  but  that  another  in- 
dividual "swore  in  very  good  Danish."  They 
were  generally  represented  as  half  fish  and  half 
man  or  woman,  and  never  as  hideous,  or  even 
ugly.  Bit  the  real  mermaids,  the  "genuine 
humbugs,"  if  the  expression  is  allowable,  are 
always  repulsive,  even  when,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  Japanese  specimen  figured  on  the  following 
page,  the  union  of  the  fish's  tail  with  a  wooden 
head  and  chest  can  scarcely  be  detected. 

We  see  from  all  this  that  swimming  is  by  no 
means  confined  to  the  fish,  although  it  is  their 
typical  mode  of  locomotion ;  that  all  animals 
can  swim ;  and  that  some  among  both  the 
reptiles,  the  birds,  and  the  mammalia  are  fully 
adapted  to  it.  Moreover,  we  find  that  the  in- 
stinctive struggles  of  an  animal  cast  into  the 
I  water  are  at  once  available  in  swimming ;  for 
they  move  the  limbs  as  upon  land,  and  the  body 
'  is  buoved  up  bv  the  water. 
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Man  alone,  tlie  head  and  the  chief  of  ani- 
mals, is  lost  without  immediate  exercise  of  a 
quality  which  educaticjj^  alone  can  make  to  take 
the  place  of  instinct — presence  of  mind.  Wild 
struggles  are  certain  death  ;  rest,  and  yielding 
to  gravity  until  only  the  two  avenues  of  life  are 


free,  are  the  next  step ;  and  to  advance  at  all, 
he  must  either  paddle  like  a  dog,  or  perform  a 
series  of  movements  with  legs  and  arms  and 
respiratory  organs  which,  it  is  true,  no  beast 
could  execute,  but  which  man  himself  must 
learn. 


FiG.14.— Mermau.    {From  a  specivieii  in  Agassiz^s  Museum.) 


0  FOR  the  life  of  a  Gipsy  I 

A  strong-armed,  barefoot  girl ; 
And  to  have  the  wind  for  a  waiting-maid 

To  keep  my  hair  in  curl ; 
To  bring  me  scent  of  the  violet. 

And  the  red  rose,  and  the  pine ; 
And  at  night  to  spread  my  grassy  bed — 

Ah !  wouldn't  it  be  divine  ? 


O  for  the  life  of  a  Gipsy! 

So  gloriously  free  ; 
Through  the  world  to  roam,  and  to  find  a  home 

'Neath  every  green-wood  tree  ; 
To  milk  my  cow  in  the  meadow. 

Wherever  she  chanced  to  stand ; 
And  to  have  my  corn-fields  planted 

By  every  lad  in  the  land  ! 

0  for  the  life  of  a  Gipsy ! 

With  the  dew  to  fringe  my  gown ; 
And  to  have  the  sun  for  a  sweet-heart 

To  come  and  kiss  me  brown ; 
To  take  each  little  chubby-cheek 

That  I  chose,  and  call  her  mine, 
And  teach  her  to  tramp  from  camp  to  camp — 

Ah !  wouldn't  it  be  divine  ? 

0  for  the  life  of  a  Gipsy ! 

To  lie  in  the  lazy  shades ; 
And"  to  predict  sweet  fturings 

To  all  the  village  maids ; 
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To  give  them  caps  of  pretty  flowers, 

And  shawls  of  wool  so  white, 
And  troops  of  lovers  to  sing  them  songs 
At  their  window-panes  at  night  I 

O  for  the  life  of  a  Gipsy  I 

To  hunt  the  hare  for  play ; 
And  to  take  my  trap  on  my  shoulder 

And  hie  away  and  away — 
Away  to  the  tents  by  the  water. 

When  the  stars  began  to  shine — 
To  my  glad  wild  crew,  with  hearts  so  true- 
Ah  I  wouldn't  it  be  divine  ? 


0  for  the  life  of  a  Gipsy ! 

To  be  up  at  the  dawning  gray ; 
And  to  have  my  dog,  like  my  shadow, 

Beside  me  all  the  day ; 
To  have  a  hat  of  plaited  straw. 

And  a  cloak  of  scarlet  dye, 
And  shoot  like  a  light  through  the  glens  at  night, 
And  make  the  owlets  cry! 

O  for  the  life  of  a  Gipsy! 

To  roam  the  wide  world  through; 
To  have  the  Avind  for  a  waiting-maid, 

And  the  sun  for  a  sweet-heart  true ; 
To  say  to  my  restless  conscience. 

Be  still ;  you  are  no  more  mine ! 
And  to  hold  my  heart  beneath  my  art— 

Ah!  wouldn't  it  be  divine? 
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THE  FISHERMAN'S  DAUGHTER. 

PRISCILLA  EARNHAM  was  the  daughter 
of  a  fisherman  who  had  lost  his  hfe  at  the 
Banks,  leaving  his  children  to  the  tender  mer- 
cy of  Uncle  Eben,  sail-maker,  living  on  Tide 
Street,  in  the  sea-port  town  of  Shadville.  But 
to  Priscilla's  sorrow,  be  it  said,  she  understood 
the  ancient  pastime  of  coquetry  as  well  as  the 
most  finished  and  accomplished  dames  of  soci- 
ety. "It  was  bred  in  the  bone,"  averred  her 
less  successful  neighbors. 

"Poor  Priscilla!  it  will  bring  her  to  grief 
yet,"  presaged  the  more  kindly. 

But  Captain  Jasper  always  frowned  when 
these  things  were  said  of  her  in  his  presence, 
and  left  the  gossips  without  a  word.  If  he 
could  have  said,  "It  is  false,"  he  would  not 
have  cared  so  much  ;  but  in  his  heart  he  kncAv 
it  for  the  truth,  and  it  vexed  him  to  hear  it  re- 
peated every  where,  like  an  echo.  He  had 
loved  Priscilla  through  thick  and  thin,  and 
though  he  very  well  knew  if  she  were  kind  to- 
day it  Avas  because  she  meditated  a  relapse  to- 
morrow— though  he  never  could  tell  whether 
his  devotion  moved  her,  or  whether  there  were 
any  depths  to  be  moved  in  that  mobile  nature — 
still,  for  all  that,  he  loved  her  as  no  mere  words 
could  depict,  dreamed  of  her,  plotted  and  worked 
for  her  like  a  Hercules.  Perhaps  it  was  be- 
cause she  so  resembled  the  sea  that  he  loved 
her;  because  she  was  so  changeful  and  beauti- 
ful, never  the  same  thing  twice  in  her  life,  for- 
ever varying  from  a  full  chord  to  a  semitone, 
from  major  to  minor.  But  whatever  the  reason 
may  have  been,  he  did  not  often  stay  to  consid- 
er it,  but  Avent  his  way  guided  in  all  things  by 
this  one  flame,  Avhich  never  veered  however  the 
winds  might  blow  or  the  storms  might  beat. 

"We  shall  sail  to-morrow,"  he  said  to  her 
one  evening,  as  the  dusk  was  closing  doAvn, 
leaning  in  at  the  kitchen  window,  while  Pris- 
cilla folded  the  clothes  from  the  week's  Avash. 

"  Oh !  did  I  sprinkle  you  ?"  she  cried,  as  she 
let  fall  a  douche  from  her  rosy  hand. 

"It  is  not  the  first  cold  Avater  youVe  thrown 
at  me,"  he  laughed.  "I'd  rather  take  it  in 
this  shape.  I'll  be  AA'orse  sprinkled  before  you 
see  me  again,  I  reckon." 

"  Shall  you  be  gone  long?"  she  vouchsafed. 
"  That  depends.    If  I  had  any  thing  to  come 
home  to — Avho  knoAvs  ?  Do  you  know,  Priscilla, 
a  man  Avith  a  Avife  or  a  SAveet-heart  floats  Avhere 
another  Avould  sink  ?" 

"  Why  don't  you  marry,  then  ?  It  would  be 
as  good  as  taking  a  life-preserver  along." 

"You  laugh  at  me,  Priscilla;  but  you  don't 
comprehend.  The  first  man  has  something  to 
liA-e  for,  something  that  makes  life  an  elixir. 
In  danger  he  thinks  of  the  dear  face  watching 
at  home,  of  the  Aveary  w^aiting,  of  the  bitter, 
blinding  tears,  and  he  makes  up  his  mind  to 
liA'e — for  her  sake." 

"But  you  Avill  be  home  by  Christmas?"  she 
asked,  leaving  the  point  undisputed. 
"If  God  Avills  it." 


"  Come,  then,  and  pull  a  wish-bone  with  me 
on  Christmas  -  day,  and  praise  my  plum -pud- 
ding." 

"  With  all  my  heart ;  but  Priscilla—?" 
"Well?" 

"Think  how  long  it  Avill  be  without  seeing 
you.    AnsAver  one  question  before  I  go." 

"It's  impertinent  to  ask  questions,  Sir." 

"Not  this  one.  Priscilla,  may  I  come  to 
your  Christmas  dinner  as  —  as  your  sweet- 
heart?   I  loA'e  you,  dear." 

"'But  come  as  ye  were  na  courting  o'  me,'" 

she  sang,  mockingly,  in  answer, 

"Consider,  dear,"  he  persisted,  for  he  kneAv 
her  Avays,  "not  tAvice  in  a  lifetime  is  such  loA-e 
offered  to  another  as  I  offer  to  you." 

"Oh,  thank  you,"  she  said,  folding  her 
clothes  vigorously,  "I'm  sure  I'm  not  Avorth 
such  a  prize.    It  Avould  be  Avasted  on  me." 

"Indeed,  you  are  Avorth  far  better ;  but  can 
I  do  more  than  give  you  my  best  ?  Of  course 
I  tliink  it  Avorth  your  taking  or  I  shouldn't  offer 
it ;  it  Avould  be  folly  to  pretend  that  I  don't. 
But  if  I  Avere  a  king  you  should  be  my  queen — 
if  you  AA'ould." 

"  If  I  Avouldn't  ?"  she  asked. 

"Then  good-by." 

"Good-by,  then." 

"Good-by." 

Had  he  really  gone?  He  Avould  be  back 
presently — no  danger.  He  Avould  get  aground 
doAvn  at  the  gate  ;  they  ahvays  did.  There,  he 
AA-as  returning  already. 

"If  you  should  change  your  mind,"  he  said, 
coming  to  her  side,  "send  me  a  line.  LeAvis 
Avill  sail  in  a  month ;  he  will  touch  at  our  port 
before  Ave  leave  on  the  return  trip.  If  you 
send  me  a  line  by  him  it  may  be  a  life-line — if 
you  should  change  your  mind,  Priscilla." 

"I  shall  be  hardly  likely  to  change  my 
mind,"  she  ansAvered,  haughtily  enough,  with 
the  inborn  love  of  playing  Avith  fate,  of  finding 
out  hoAv  near  she  might  come  to  the  edge  of  a 
precipice  and  yet  preserve  her  balance  in  full 
possession  ;  and  then  she  heard  the  gate  click 
after  ^im,  and  Avatched  his  shadoAv  vanish  doAvn 
the  street.  Oh,  but  he  Avould  come  to-morrow 
— she  was  sure  of  that.  Couldn't  he  see  that 
she  was  used  to  being  sued,  that  she  neA^er 
yielded  at  the  first  Avord  ?  Couldn't  he  be 
certain  that  her  reserve  Avas  all  a  make-believe  ; 
couldn't  he  see  her  heart  beating  through  it  all  ? 
Was  he  blind?  Did  love  really  make  people 
blind  to  their  oaa'u  undoing,  to  lead  them 
astray  ?  She  never  once  questioned  if  siie 
Avere  blind  herself!  He  might  have  carried 
the  day  with  another  word,  and  she  felt  ag- 
grieved that  he  had  omitted  it,  and  a  little 
angry  Avith  him.  Besides,  she  had  not  lied  to 
him — she  should  not  change  ;  only  just  noAV  she 
did  not  feel  like  binding  herself,  and  so  be  left 
out  of  all  the  merry-makings  betAA'cen  this  and 
Christmas. 

At  any  rate  she  Avould  see  him  to-morrow, 
and  perhaps —    But  Avhen  to-morrow  came  up 
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out  of  the  east  the  Heron  was  no  longer  in  the 
stream,  nor  yet  a  phantom  sheet  lost  in  the 
fogs  across  the  bar.  !lhe  had  weighed  anchor 
during  the  night,  and  dropped  down  with  the 
tide  and  a  fair  wind  that  was  even  now  filling 
her  canvas  out  on  the  Atlantic. 

Plainly  Captain  Jasper  would  not  press  his 
suit  to-morrow. 

Priscilla  was  dishing  the  dinner  when  Uncle 
Eben  came  in. 

Herons  off,"  said  he,  "and  Jasper  with 
her." 

"I  thought,"  she  said,  smothering  a  sigh — 
"I  thought  they  were  not  going  till  to-day," 
putting  the  potatoes  into  the  butter-boat  in  her 
absent-mindedness. 

"  Wa'al,  ye  see,  wind  came  up  fair  and  tide 
served ;  and  Jasper  said  he  hadn't  any  thing  to 
wait  for — liow  is  that,  Cilly  ?" 

"What's  that  to  me?"  she  answered,  cross- 
ly; "what  isn't  worth  waiting  for  isn't  worth 
having." 

"No,  no,  that  ain't  it:  what  ain't  worth 
asking  for  ain't  worth  having.  Captain  Jasper 
was  very  sore  about  it.  You  treated  him  ill, 
Cilly.  Fire  and  love  are  dangerous  playthings. " 

"The  burned  child,"  she  insinuated,  sau- 
cily. 

"  The  same.  I  don't  mind  owning  to  it.  I 
shall  carry  the  scars  to  my  grave.  But  you'll 
send  Jasper  that  line,  Cilly  ?" 

"It's  a  pity  Jasper  can't  keep  his  own 
counsel!" 

"He  was  that  broken-hearted.  It's  nigh  to 
killing  a  man  to  keep  it  all  to  hisself.  Don't  I 
know  it  ?    But  you  will  send  him  the  line  ?" 

"I  don't  know." 

"You'll  find  out,  I  reckon." 

And  then  they  sat  down  to  their  boiled  hali- 
but, and  the  children  came  trooping  in  from 
school  and  play,  and  Uncle  Eben  had  a  dozen 
things  to  relate ;  all  the  gossip  of  the  wharves 
and  the  fishermen ;  how  a  shark  had  been  seen 
off  Snarler's  Point;  what  "Fetch  and  Carry" 
had  netted  from  their  last  venture ;  what  news 
from  the  mackerel  fleet;  how  Job  Knight's 
wherry  had  drifted  out  to  sea ;  how  fine  the 
Heron  had  looked  in  her  new  rigging,  and  how 
his  needle  had  broken  in  the  sails,  and  an  old 
tar  had  boded  ill  luck  to  the  voyage  therefrom  ; 
so  that  before  dinner  was  over  Priscilla  had  de- 
cided to  send  Jasp^*  the  line  he  craved  by  Cap- 
tain Lewis.  Therefore  when,  a  month  later, 
Lewis  dropped  in  one  day  to  say  good-by  and 
that  he  sailed  for  the  same  port  on  the  morrow, 
in  the  interest  of  the  same  merchants  whom 
Jasper  served,  Priscilla  asked, 

"  Would  you  mind  taking  a  line  to  Captain 
Jasper  for  me?"  and  then  the  color  shot  over 
her  face  and  stained  it  crimson. 

"  Humph  !"  said  Lewis ;  "  any  thing  partick- 
lar  between  you  and  Jasper  ?" 

"I  don't  know  what  you  call  any  thing  in 
particular;  but  if  you  don't  wish  to  take  my 
letter,  you  can  leave  it." 

"  Of  course  I'll  take  it,  Cilly.  Wouldn't  I 
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do  any  thing  for  you  ?  What  shall  I  bring  vou 
home  now  ?" 

"Bring  yourself  home,"  she  answered,  with 
the  last  spark  of  her  old  caprice  flaring  up 
before  going  out  forever.  And  then  Captain 
Lewis  took  the  little  note,  which  simply  said : 

"Dear  Jasper,- I  haven't  changed  my  mind,  for  I 
didn't  need  to,  in  order  to  love  you.  I  shall  look  for 
you  on  Christmas-day. 

"Yours,  Priscilla." 

And  Captain  Lewis  went  off  whistling 
"Caller  Herrin,"  as  contentedly  as  if  his  name 
had  been  Jasper. 

They  were  not  much  in  the  way  of  letter- 
writing,  these  simple  fishing  folks,  and  this  was 
a  labor  of  love  to  which  Priscilla  had  set  her 
name — first  to  make  sure  of  saying  enough,  but 
not  too  much ;  to  take  care  the  spelling  was  not 
too  bad,  that  the  punctuations  did  not  put  out 
the  sense,  nor  obscure  her  meaning.  She  did 
not  expect  an  answer ;  but,  satisfied  with  her 
tardy  resolve,  and  confident  of  its  success,  she 
pursued  her  household  duties,  and  joined  the 
merry-makings  with  a  light  heart  and  a  smiling 
face,  lit  by  the  lustre  of  a  hope. 

After  all,  Christmas  was  not  so  very  far  off; 
and  she  used  to  sit  over  her  darning  and  imag- 
ine Jasper's  surprise  when  Captain  Lewis  should 
deliver  the  letter.  She  had  never  dreamed  that 
love  could  tame  so.  Why,  she  cared  nothing 
at  all  for  the  vain  babblings  of  those  striplings 
who  followed  in  her  train,  whose  adoration  she 
had  valued  but  yesterday.  She  could  hardly 
believe  that  she  had  let  Jasper  go  without  a 
kind  word  ;  but  then  she  had  counted  upon  see- 
ing him  to-morrow.  She  was  late  in  learning 
the  wisdom  of  putting  nothing  off  till  to-morrow 
that  should  be  done  to-day. 

And  so  the  year  waned:  the  blackberries 
grew  ripe  in  the  pastures ;  Pettingale's  wood 
rained  nuts  ;  the  maples  turned  scarlet  and  yel- 
low on  Broad  Street,  and  little  ragged  urchins 
with  wheel-barrows  caught  up  every  leaf  that 
fell  as  if  it  had  been  gold  dust.  There  were 
long  blue  days,  when  the  "flying  gold  of  the 
woodlands"  was  abroad,  and  the  atmosphere 
seemed  steeped  in  sunshine;  then  the  east 
winds  swooped  down  upon  the  coast,  and 
brought  drenching  rains  and  bewildering  fogs, 
and  shook  the  heart  in  the  bosom  of  many  a 
sad  watcher.  Sometimes  now  Priscilla  would 
wake  in  the  "dead  middle  of  the  night,"  and 
hear  the  tide  lashing  the  piers  and  fretting 
about  the  shore  ;  and  she  would  catch,  far  off", 
the  dull,  smothered  thunder  of  the  sea,  where 
it  broke  in  a  fury  of  crested  waves  upon  the 
bar,  and  sent  its  spray  to  rend  the  darkness  in 
the  face  of  the  troubled  sea-farer.  On  such 
nights  she  used  to  rise  and  open  her  window, 
listening  breathlessly  for  signals  of  distress,  im- 
agining that  dying  shrieks  mingled  with  the 
hoarse  roar  of  the  breakers. 

"Jasper  shall  never  go  to  sea  again  if  once 
he  comes  home,"  she  thought— lying  awake 
there,  and  trembling  and  shuddering  among 
her  blankets— "not  if  I  have  to  stand  on  the 
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street  corners  and  cry  red  herrings  for  a  liv- 
ing."  . 

And  yet  Jasper  was  not  due  till  Christmas 
time,  foolish  child !  But  love  is  always  on 
guard,  with  its  poor  blind  eyes. 

By-and-by,  when  the  trees  were  a  wilder- 
ness of  netted  boughs  against  the  heavens, 
when  the  winds  had  swept  the  earth  clean  of 
rubbish,  the  first  snow  heralded  itself  one  night 
by  a  bank  of  clouds,  and  at  morning  the  bare 
boughs  were  draped  in  filmy  laces,  and  all  the 
world  was  a  lonesome,  dazzling  waste. 

"At  least,"  thought  Priscilla,  "Christmas 
will  be  here  soon." 

She  did  not  trust  herself  now  to  say  that 
Jasper  would  be  as  certain  to  come.  She  had 
begun  to  doubt,  now  that  the  winter  winds 
blew  in  her  face,  and  the  frost  flowers  shut  out 
her  sea-view ;  for  how  many  storms  must  rave 
along  the  coast,  and  how  many  sliips  go  down, 
and  how  many  hearts  break  before  Christmas- 
day  !  Perhaps  she  thought  of  these  things 
while  she  made  ready  for  that  happy  day ;  per- 
haps she  saw  now  how  cruelly  she  had  used  her- 
self as  well  as  Jasper,  in  disowning  with  her 
lips  the  emotion  of  her  heart,  in  rashly  count- 
ing on  to-morrow's  friendsliip,  "What  if  he 
should  go  down  to  his  death,  and  never  know- 
how  she  had  watched  and  waited  and  sorrowed 
for  him  !  Where  would  be  her  comfort  then  ? 
To  find  that  he  must  wait  till  the  sea  gives  up 
its  dead  to  hear  her  answer,  to  know  her  heart. 
But  all  the  same,  she  went  about  her  drudgery 
with  these  fears  haunting,  waylaying  her,  made 
the  house  cheery  for  Uncle  Ebcn,  the  fire 
bright,  the  food  savory;  mended  his  clothes, 
looked  after  his  asthma,  and  made  herself  the 
prettiest  bonnet  she  could  devise,  just  for  Jas- 
per's sake. 

But  somehow,  when  Christmas  was  really 
knocking  at  the  door,  and  the  earth  was 
sheefed  in  hoar-frost,  and  the  fires  snapped 
and  blazed  with  a  will,  and  all  manner  of  kind 
wishes  were  current ;  when  Priscilla's  six-liour 
pudding,  a  culinary  master-piece,  was  ready  for 
its  bag,  the  pies  were  waiting  on  the  pantry 
shelves,  the  crab-apple  jelly  quaking  in  its  jars ; 
when  the  great  turkey  was  dressed  and  in  the 
pan,  and  tliere  was  a  loaf  of  plum-cake  in  the 
chest,  along  with  the  sponge  gingerbread  and 
raised  dough-nuts,  that  Jasper  liked ;  when 
there  were  apples  red  as  cherries  in  the  bin 
down  stairs,  and  nuts  that  Priscilla  and  the 
children  had  gone  into  the  Pettingale  woods  to 
pick  before  the  snow  came  ;  when  all  these 
delightful  preparations  had  been  completed, 
and  Priscilla,  in  her  new  poplin  with  scarlet 
ribbons,  went  up  to  the  house-top,  with  the 
spy-glass  and  Uncle  Eben,  all  those  dolorous 
fears  with  wdiich  her  winter  had  been  clouded 
blew  away ;  and  she  expected  nothing  but  to 
see  the  Heron  bounding  homeward,  without 
a  hindrance,  the  instant  she  should  put  the 
glass  to  her  eyes.  But  she  had  never  had  a 
real  lover  at  sea  before,  and  her  eyes  hadn't 
the  knack  of  Uncle  Eben's  in  such  matters, 


into  whose  hands  she  reluctautlv  resigned  her- 
self. 

"  Do  you  see  any  thing  coming,  Uncle 
Eben  ?"  she  asked,  like  Bluebeard's  wife ;  her 
fingers  tingling  Avith  the  cold,  her  cheeks  burn- 
ing with  excitement,  and  the  high  wind  pulling 
out  her  crimps  at  a  disastrous  rate. 

"  Hey  ?  Yes,  I  see  the  sea  out  there  beyond 
the  bar,  all  frothy  like  yeast,  Cilly." 

"Any  sail.  Uncle  Eben?"  she  persisted. 

"Yes,  child,  yes;  two  of 'em." 

"Do  you  suppose  it's  the  Ileron?^''  altogether 
overlooking  the  plural  number. 

"  Wait abit,  Cilly;  don'thurry;  timeenough; 
if  either  of  'em's  the  Heron  Jasper  '11  be  up  be- 
fore dinner-time  any  way  ;  it's  only  a  matter  of 
three  miles,  and  with  this  wind  she'd  be  up  in 
a  trice." 

Priscilla's  teeth  were  chattering  in  her  head, 
as  much  with  nervousness  as  with  cold. 

"You'll  catch  cold  up  here,  Uncle  Eben," 
she  said.  "I'll  just  run  down  and  look  into 
the  oven  ;  I'll  be  back  in  a  jitfy." 

"Put  something  on  your  head  while  you're 
down  there,"  he  advised.  "7'm  as  warm  as 
wool  with  my  tarpaulin  and  comforter." 

She  was  gone  precisely  a  jilfy  ;  during  which 
mytliical  portion  of  time  she  had  fed  the  fire, 
looked  into  the  oven,  and  lifted  the  cover  of 
the  steamer ;  for  it  would  never  do  to  have  the 
dinner  overdone  and  Jns])cr  at  the  door,  so  to 
speak.  Then  she  wra])ped  a  shawl  about  her 
shoulders,  and  was  up  to  tlie  liouse-top  in  sea- 
son to  hear  Uncle  Ebcn  exclaim  : 

"It's  the  Heron!  it's  the  Heron  I  or  I'm  a 
bat." 

"How  do  you  know?''  queried  his  niece, 
merely  as  a  matter  of  form,  being  fully  per- 
suaded that  if  Uncle  Eben  said  it  was  the 
Heron,  the  Heron  it  must  be. 

"Know?"  he  returned.  "Don't  I  know 
ever}'  sail  in  her?  Didn't  I  set  every  stitch  in 
that  canvas  ?'' 

"I  hope  the  stitches  aren't  so  big  you  can 
see  them  this  far!"  spoke  his  saucy  niece. 

And  just  then  one  of  the  children  called 
Cilly  to  come  down  and  mend  her  frock,  which 
she  had  torn  on  a  nail ;  and  down  Priscilla 
I  skipped,  humming  a  favorite  tune,  as  gay  as 
any  lark.  At  any  other  time,  it  miglit  be,  she 
would  have  scolded  the  little  Nanine,  but  now 
she  was  too  happy  to  condescend  to  such  trifles, 
and  her  only  thought  was  that  Jasper  would  be 
home  by  dinner-time,  and  the  children  must  all 
look  tidy  and  fine ;  and  while  she  wove  her 
thread  back  and  forth  in  the  rent  she  laid  some 
little  plan  for  seeing  Jasper  alone  that  first, 
sweet  instant,  without  the  curious  faces  of 
Nanine  and  the  others,  or  the  kind  eyes  of 
Uncle  Eben,  to  see  her  blush  beneath  her 
lover's  smile.  And  then  she  set  the  table : 
she  put  on  the  best  bird's-eye  damask,  whicli 
her  mother  had  brought  in  her  wedding-dower, 
which  had  been  carefully  hoarded  and  laven- 
dered,  and  jealousl}'  guarded  against  moth  and 
rust.    Then  followed  the  old-fashioned  stone- 
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china,  that  Uncle  P^ben  had  bought  at  the  auc- 
tion of  Squire  Gibbs  ^venty-five  years  gone, 
when  he  had  thought  to  begin  housekeeping 
himself.*  She  placed  a  seat  for  Jasper  at  her 
right  hand,  and  stood  off  at  the  end  of  the 
room  and  surveyed  the  effect  of  the  whole  with 
pleasure,  and  pronounced  it  perfect  .;  and  so  say- 
ing she  toiled  up  the  stairs  again  to  the  roof, 
and  found  Uncle  Eben  looking  over  an  old 
log-book,  stowed  away  in  the  attic,  where  he 
had  spent  the  last  three-quarters  of  an  hour, 
having  assured  himself  that  the  Heron  wasn't 
lar  outside,  and  would  be  up  before  the  din- 
ner-bell rang. 

"It's  the  Heron,  and  no  mistake,"  said  he,, 
feeling  guilty  that  he  hadn't  remained  out  in 
the  windy  weather  in  the  service  of  the  Heron 
and  her  crew.     "  She's  all  right,"  he  affirmed  ; 
"how's  the  vegetables  doing?" 

'•But,  Uncle  Eben," said  Priscilla,  "do  come 
up  and  show  me  where  to  look.  I  want  to  see 
her  myself,  I'm  dying  of  impatience."  And 
then  the  good  uncle  led  the  way  for  this  ca- 
price back  to  the  bleak  view  from  the  roof. 

" There,  Cilly,"  said  he  ;  "look  to  your  left. 
There's  two  on  'em,  and  one's  larger  than 
t'other ;  and  the  one — " 

"I  don't  see  but  one,  Uncle  Eben.'' 

"Eh?  Wa'al,  they've  chfmged  positions, 
that's  all.  Here,  give  me  the  glass  for  a  sec- 
ond." 

For  a  second  Uncle  Eben  stood  motionless, 
scanning  the  Avater;  then  his  old  hand  fell  to 
trembling,  and  a  red  line  painted  itself  across 
his  forehead,  and  he  drew  his  breath  hard,  as 
he  put  the  glass  away  and  turned  to  go  down 
the  stairs. 

"I  believe  you're  right,  Cilly,"  he  said,  in  a 
stifled  voice  ;  "there  ain't  but  one  vessel  a-rid- 
ing  in,  all  by  herself." 

"Don't  fiill,  uncle,"  she  called  after  him, 
wondering  if  he  was  going  to  have  an  ill  turn, 
that  his  voice  was  so  full  of  breaks  and  dis- 
cords. 

"She'll  be  in  the  river  already,"  he  mut- 
tered, drawing  on  his  mittens.  "I'll run  down 
to  the  wharf  and  see  what  they  think." 

And  he  pelted  out,  without  heeding  Priscil- 
la's  remonstrance,  for  it  was  just  possible  that 
he  might  have  been  mistaken,  after  all.  Couid 
that  other  vessel  have  been  an  illusion,  a  mi- 
rage ?  Could  it  ?  For  when  Uncle  Eben  had 
taken  the  glass  from  Priscilla  he  had  seen  the 
larger  craft  outlined  against  the  sky,  and — was 
it  the  stern  of  the  other  settling  there  in  the 
trough  of  the  sea,  just  outside  the  turbulent 
bar  ?  Had  the  larger  craft  run  down  the  Her- 
on, or  had  his  old  eyes  deceived  him  ? 

He  bent  his  steps  first  to  the  little  public 
house  looking  out  on  the  river,  where  a  group 
was  already  collected  on  the  stoop,  with  spy- 
glasses and  conjectures,  watching  .eagerly  for 
the  inward-bound  vessel. 

"There's  been  rough  work  outside  there," 
said  an  old  salt  to  Uncle  Eben.  "I  saw  the 
whole  thing,  and  it  didn't  take  so  long  as  I  tell 


it ;  you  wouldn't  know'd  she  was  hurt  before 
she  was  clean  gone.  Mighty  poor  sailors,  I 
take  it,  to  run  down  a  fellow  in  broad  daylight, 
or  else  they've  got  too  much  ballast  aboard  !"  ' 
"The  wind's  drefful  cranky,  you  see,"  said  a 
by-stander. 

"It  wasn't  the  Heron?''  quavered  Uncle 
Eben. 

"Dun'no;  never  thought  of  the  Heron. 
Let's  see.  Captain  Jasper's  in  her  service. 
He'd  'a  know'd  better  than  to  let  that  concern 
strike  her  like  that !" 

"  I  don't  know ;  accidents  will  happen,"  said 
Uncle  Eben,  watching  the  ship  shoot  up  the 
river. 

She  surely  was  not  the  Heron.  Jasp.er  would 
not  help  them  eat  their  Christmas  dinner  to- 
day. Had  his  old  eyes  deceived  him?  Had 
he  best  go  back  and  speak  to  Priscilla  ?  At 
any  rate,  he  would  take  a  turn  round  the 
square  first,  and  compose  himself,  and  get  his 
breath.  The  tears  stood  in  his  eyes  and  rolled 
down  his  furrowed  cheeks  as  he  went  on.  He 
was  thinking,  perhaps,  as  much  of  himself  as  of 
Priscilla  just  then,  only  her  possible  sorrow  had 
brought  his  own  to  mind  strongly — his  own 
wounds  gaped  beneath  this  fresh  blow,  and 
throbbed  fiercely ;  and  then  he  had  loved  Jas- 
per almost  as  well  as  Priscilla,  for  Jasper  was 
the  son  of  the  old  sweet-heart  for  whom  he 
had  bought  the  stone-china  twenty-five  years 
ago,  and  who  had  jilted  him  the  next  week  for 
Jasper's  father.  Perhaps  it  was  all  right  that 
Priscilla  should  have  given  Jasper  the  cold 
shoulder ;  perhaps  it  was  poetic  justice — only 
Uncle  Eben  had  never  heard  of  that  sort  of 
justice,  and  was  not  able  to  appreciate  it. 
Presently  he  found  himself  back  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  whaiwes  again.  The  strange 
vessel  had  anchored  now,  and  half  Tide  Street 
was  down  on  the  end  of  the  quay  talking  with 
the  crew.  Uncle  Eben  could  see  their  gesticu- 
lations as  they  described  the  event;  the  Mer- 
maid in  great  gilt  letters  stared  him  out  of 
countenance  at  the  ship's  stern,  as  though  de- 
fying him  to  call  her  the  Heron.  Some  sailors 
were  busy  lifting  a  burden  down  her  sides, 
something  that  lay  in  their  arms  like  a  dead 
weight,  something  sodden  and  cold.  A  shiver 
ran  though  him  from  head  to  heel,  he  turned 
his  face  away  from  the  dumb  thing  that  they 
held,  he  would  not  stay  to  see ;  all  his  neigh- 
bors Avere  clustering  about  the  frozen  mask. 
As  for  him,  he  thought  of  Priscilla  and  Jasper's 
mother  ten  years  in  her  grave,  and  then  he 
heard  one  of  the  sailors  saying, 

"  He  was  the  only  man  of  them  that  rose  to 
the  surfVice.  We  hung  round  as  long  as  ws 
dared,  but  the  sea  was  grooving  madder  every 
moment.  Zounds,  wasn't  it  a  spanking  breeze  ! 
We  tried  all  our  nostrums  to  bring  him  to,  but 
he's  gone— the  sea  just  beat  the.  breath  out  of 

him."  . 

There  was  no  doubt  in  Uncle  Eben's  mmd 
but  the  dead  man  was  Jasper ;  yet  he  could  nor 
trust  liimself  to  make  sure,  for  how  terrible  that 
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conviction  would  be !  So  he  waited  till  they 
should  speak  his  name — waited,  half-benumbed 
with  pain  and  cold,  wondering  how  he  should 
break  it  to  Priscilla,  if  she  were  growing  anx- 
ious, if  the  neighbors  had  not  already  gossiped 
to  her ;  and  then  old  Burton,  who  kept  the  cor- 
ner grocery,  blurted  out,  in  his  rough  sympathy  : 
"  Poor  fellow !  His  wife  will  be  sore  put  to 
it  to  feed  those  six  hungry  children  without 
him." 

It  was  plain  that  the  Heron  had  gone  down ; 
that  this  was  the  body  of  the  mate  ;  that  Jas- 
per was  even  now  tossing  on  the  currents  across 
the  sand-bar,  drifting  from  ocean  hollow  to 
ocean  hollow,  while  Priscilla  waited  for  him  to 
come  to  dinner,  and  made  herself  comely  to  wel- 
come him.  Uncle'  Eben  went  back  to  the  house 
then ;  he  looked  into  the  vacant  kitchen  in  pass- 
ing ;  the  savory  odors  sickened  him,  the  table 
with  the  plate  set  for  Jasper  turned  him  cold, 
as  if  it  had  been  placed  for  a  ghost ;  he  called 
at  the  foot  of  the  stairs  for  Cilly. 

"Here  I  am,"  she  rephed,  coming  out  of  the 
best  room,  where  she  had  been  arranging  a  sprig 
of  scarlet  geranium  at  her  throat,  before  the 
largest  glass  that  the  house  afforded  —  her 
cheeks  flushing,  her  soft  eyes  undimmed  by 
tears. 

"  Where  is  Jasper  ?  It  was  the  Heron,  wasn't 
it?  Is  he  in  the  kitchen?  Don't  tease  me. 
Uncle  Eben.  I  know  it  was  the  Heron.  I  just 
heard  Mrs.  Burton  say  it  was.  Oh!"  as  she 
caught  sight  of  his  white  face,  "is  any  thing 
the  matter?" 

"Jasper — "  he  began,  and  his  voice  broke. 

"Where  is  he  ?"  she  asked,  half  puzzled,  but 
unsuspecting  still.  "  When  shall  we  see  him  ? 
I  will  have  dinner  on  the  table  at  once." 

"Wait  a  minute,  Cilly,"  said  he,  recovering 
himself.  "You  will  see  him,  Cilly"  —  how 
should  he  tell  her,  what  was  the  most  gentle 
way,  or  was  there  any  gentleness  in  such  cruel 
business  ? — "  you  will  see  him,  dear — when  the 
sea  gives  up  its  dead !  There,  there,  your  old 
Uncle  was  rough  with  you,"  rocking  her  in  his 
arms  like  an  infant.  "There,  there,  wipe  away 
the  tears,  deary  ^"  but  there  were  no  tears  to 
wipe  away,  for  Priscilla  had  dropped  in  a  swoon. 

When  the  New  Year  came  in,  and  the  days 
began  to  lengthen  and  the  cold  to  chill  the  mar- 
row in  one's  bones,  the  neighbors  were  saying 
among  themselves  that  something  had  changed 
Priscilla  Farnham.  She  never  sang  now  about 
her  work,  averred  Mrs.  Burton,  who  had  often 
listened  to  her  in  the  still  afternoons.  She  left 
off  the  gay  ribbons  with  which  she  had  been 
used  to  adorn  herself,  the  jaunty  hats  that  had 
been  her  pride;  her  spar  ear-rings  were  put 
away  in  a  box  in  the  best  bureau  till  Nanine 
should  be  old  enough  to  wear  them  ;  her  brown 
hair  had  forgotten  its  crimps.  She  was  no  lon- 
ger to  be  met  with  at  sewing  circles,  at  tea- 
drinkings,  at  quiltings,  or  dances.  Her  quon- 
dam lovers  declared  that  she  had  grown  dull, 
that  a  smile  was  as  rare  as  a  new  moon,  and 


that  she  had  lost  the  charms  of  coquetry.  Mo- 
thers pitied  her,  and  said  it  was  all  along  of 
taking  care  of  Uncle  Eben  and  his  asthma  and 
those  great  noisy  children;  and  fathers  told 
their  sons  that  she  would  make  a  good  wife, 
notwithstanding  the  loss  of  her  high  spirits  and 
the  carmine  of  her  cheek.  Only  Uncle  Eben  un- 
derstood it  all,  and  worked  many  a  sad  thought 
into  his  sails,  while  Priscilla  kept  the  fire  bright 
and  the  hearth  swept  as  before,  and  looked  out 
across  the  yeasty  bar  and  groaned  in  her  heart, 
remembering  that  fair  evening  when  she  had 
love  in  her  hands,  to  take  or  leave.  But  she 
had  sent  him  the  line  he  had  asked  for;  she 
had  that  for  her  comfort ;  he  had  gone  down  to 
his  death  with  the  assurance  of  her  love  in  his 
heart,  shut  fast,  like  a  flower  in  its  calyx ;  his 
last  thought  had  been  of  her,  his  last  breath  a 
prayer  for  her;  but  not  one  hand-clasp,  not 
one  warm  melting  kiss  to  lighten  all  the  bleak 
future,  to  hallow  the  fading  past.  It  had  been 
her  own  fault  surely,  but  none  the  less  was  it 
bitter. 

One  Sunday,  when  she  saw  Matilda  Math- 
ews come  walking  into  church  with  her  lover, 
bronzed  and  Aveather-beaten,  off"  a  two  years' 
voyage,  her  heart  leaped  up  in  her  breast  burn- 
ing like  a  coal,  and  the  scalding  tears  started 
into  her  eyes  ;  and  so  when  other  girls  and  their 
sweet-hearts  passed  her  by  she  turned  away  her 
head  with  weary  sighs,  and  went  on  her  lonely 
way. 

And  so  St.  Valentine's  Day  came  round, 
Priscilla  had  been  used  to  receive  scores  of 
those  fanciful  billets-doux  in  years  past — tender 
missives  in  halting  verse,  lost  in  a  wilderness 
of  posies,  watched  over  by  a  corps  of  Cupids, 
But  to-day  the  penny-postman  made  his  rounds 
and  missed  her  altogether ;  she  watched  him 
stop  at  Mrs,  Burton's,  and  saw  Liz  open  the 
door  with  a  whole  bevy  of  dimples  wrinkling 
her  blushing  face.  Priscilla  did  not  grudge 
her  her  Valentines,  only  the  warm  reality  of 
living  love  ;  and  she  sat  long  in  the  bitter  win- 
ter twilight  that  night  alone,  while  the  children 
and  Uncle  Eben  made  molasses  candy  in  the 
kitchen,  having  seen  Miss  Liz  admit  a  young 
man  at  the  front-door  and  light  the  astral  lamp 
in  the  best  room — which  illumination  always 
meant  something  —  and  draw  the  curtains. 
Priscilla  was  wondering  concerning  the  happi- 
ness hidden  behind  those  cotton  curtains,  about 
the  "songs  without  words"  which  she  herself 
was  never  to  know  again.  She  felt  like  one 
shut  out  from  Eden,  sitting  there  in  the  dark, 
and  seeing  the  shadow  of  happiness  flitting  now 
and  then  across  her  neighbor's  curtains.  She 
had  never  quite  recovered  from  that  first  shock 
on  Christmas  morn  when  her  pulses  had  slack- 
ened, and  her  heart  fainted  at  its  toil ;  and  now 
every  noise  appalled  her,  every  "halloo"  in 
the  streets,  "  the  heave  ahoy"  of  sailors  at  the 
wharves,  the  children  bounding  in  with  war- 
hoops  and  shrieks  of  laughter ;  and  when  the 
next  morning  Mrs.  Burton  opened  the  door  like 
a  gust  of  wind,  and  came  in  with  a  blanched 
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countenance  and  eyes  like  saucers,  Priscilla 
cried  out :  ♦ 

"  Oh,  Mrs.  Burton,  how  you  scare  me  !  Are 
you  sick  ?  You  look  as  if  you  had  seen  a  spir- 
it!" 

"Sick!"  repeated  the  good  woman,  as  if 
scorning  the  insinuation  ;  "  sickness  isn't  a  cir- 
cumstance to  it.  I  have  seen  a  spirit,  Cilhj  Farn- 
ham." 

Priscilla  answered  her  with  an  incredulous 
laugh,  on  her  way  to  close  the  door  the  fright- 
ened woman  had  left  open  behind  her.  "  Spir- 
its don't  walk  abroad  in  daylight,"  she  said, 
soothingly,  almost  wishing  that  they  walked 
at  any  time.  And  then,  with  the  door-knob 
in  her  hand,  with  unbelief  in  her  heart — was 
.it  a  spirit  that  confronted  her,  that  came  across 
the  threshold  with  a  familiar  smile  on  its  lips, 
that  asked  in  a  voice  to  her  far  sweeter  than 
music  : 

"Are  you  going  to  shut  me  out  here  in  the 
cold  ?" 

Does  a  spirit  stretch  out  fleshly  arms,  and 
kiss  one  with  warm,  lingering  lips,  and  speak 
tolerable  English  ? 

Mrs.  Burton  had  fled,  shrieking,  to  an  inner 
room,  and  had  bolted  the  door  behind  her,  as 
though  bolts  and  bars  could  impede  spiritual 
essences. 

"Where  did  you  come  from,  Jasper?"  said 
Priscilla,  half  doubting  her  own  senses.  "I 
thought — I  thought — "  and  here  she  gave  it  up 
and  took  refuge  in  tears. 

"  You  thought  I  was  a  ghost  ?"  he  said.  "Well, 
didn't  I  come  within  an  ace  of  it  ?  What  saved 
me  from  going  down  in  the  Heron  ?  Why,  no- 
thing more  or  less  than  a  good  smart  brain- 
fever.  The  Heron,  you  see,  was  to  be  back  by 
Christmas,  or  her  cargo  wouldn't  be  worth  a 
sculpin  ;  and  so,  as  I  was  mad  as  a  March  hare, 
the  mate  had  to  sail  without  me,  poor  fellow! 
That's  how  it  happened.  Priscilla,  I  kissed  you 
just  now  at  hazard ;  shall  I  go  down  and  beg 
your  pardon  ?" 

"Beg  my  pardon!" 

"Yes.  Have  you  any  thing  kind  to  say  to 
me  to-day  ?" 

"  Didn't  I  say  it  all  in  my  letter  ?" 

"Your  letter!    When?    What?  Where?" 

"That  Lewis  carried  for  you." 

"The  deuce!  Lewis  said  he  left  you  be- 
hind as  smart  as  a  cricket ;  but  he  never  spoke 
of  a  letter.  If  he  had,  perhaps  I  shouldn't  be 
here.  It  was  all  along  of  expecting  and  look- 
ing and  longing  to  no  good  that  keeled  me 
over.  Good  for  you,  Lewis  ;  you've  foundered 
your  own  brig !  So  you  changed  your  mind, 
sweet-heart?" 

"Did  I?    Indeed  I  didn't,"  saucily  again. 

"How?" 

.  "Because — because  there  wasn't  any  need, 
you  know." 

And  just  then  Mrs.  Burton  put  her  head  out 
at  the  inner  room  door,  and  adjourned  embraces 
jiro  tern. 


DOLLY. 
I. 

SHE  sat  by  the  fire— a  little  low  fire  in  a  little 
low  grate— warming  her  feet,  or  pretending 
to— this  heroine  of  mine,  this  Dolly,  otherwise 
Dorothea,  otherwise  Miss  Brooks."  She  had 
sat  thus  for  an  hour  already,  and  an  hour  ago 
it  was  high  time  to  go  to  bed,  according  to  all 
respectable  and  reasonable  notions ;  for  an 
hour  ago  it  was  eleven,  and  now  the  little  black 
hands  on  the  little  yellow-faced  old  clock  were 
pointing  to  twelve.  But  Dolly  didn't  mind. 
Pretty  soon  the  little  yellow-faced  clock  would 
gather  up  all  its  energies,  and  in  a  perfect  whiz 
and  whir  of  excitement  would  jerk  out  twelve 
strokes  with  its  lusty  little  hammer.  Twelve 
strokes,  each  one  of  which  would  say  as  plainly 
as  such  a  hammer  could,  "  Go  to  bed,  Dolly ; 
go  to  bed,  Dolly  ;  go  to  bed,  Dolly !" 

But  Dolly  wouldn't  mind  that  either.  Dolly 
wouldn't  go  to  bed  until  she  was  ready ;  until 
she  had  got  her  thoughts  untied — to  use  her 
own  expression.  And  her  thoughts  were  in 
such  a  snarl  just  now.  So  spite  of  the  whiz 
and  the  whir,  and  the  scolding  admonition  of 
the  little  yellow-faced  old  clock,  Dolly  still  sat 
on,  her  hands  clasped  behind  her  head,  and  her 
tawny  locks  falling  all  about  her  shoulders  in  a 
cloudy  confusion  of  loosened  crimps  and  curls. 

Though  her  brow  was  knitted,  and  her  eyes 
full  of  the  perplexities  of  her  thought — yet  spite 
of  this,  of  these  signs  of  gravity  and  serious- 
ness, Dolly  looked  so  young,  so  girl-like,  sitting 
there  in  hef  white  dressing  sacque,  with  her 
pink  and  white  face,  and  her  great  crop  of 
bright  hair  framing  it,  that  you  would  have 
said  her  perplexities  were  only  of  the  lightest 
and  most  girlish  description. 

But  you  don't  know  Dolly  yet ;  and  you  don't 
know  Dolly's  history  and  her  daily  life,  and  her 
troubles  and  trials.  If  you  did,  you  would 
know  that  she  didn't  spend  her  time  sitting  up 
over  small  perplexities.  Dolly  had  seen  too 
much  and  known  too  much  of  the  great  per- 
plexities to  fool  away  her  time,  her  "  beauty- 
sleep"  like  that.  I  won't  bore  you  by  going 
back  in  my  story-telling  in  that  aggravating 
way  some  story-tellers  have  to  give  you  all  the 
past  history,  the  stupid  whys  and  the  where- 
fores, the  circumstances  and  conditions,  up  to 
the  present  time.  I  will  start  fair  from  this 
moment,  and  let  Dolly's  own  thoughts  tell  her 
own  story  of  her  past  circumstances  and  her 
present  conditions.  " 

Whir,  whir,  tick,  tick,  goes  the  noisy  little 
clock,  and  whir,  whir,  tick,  tick,  go  Dolly's 
thoughts  in  this  wise  : 

"It  is  hard,  spite  of  all  the  grand  talk  about 
womanly  independence,  for  a  little  body  like  me 
to  be  independent.  I've  tried  it  now  for  a  good 
while,  and  I  must  say  it's  up-hill  work  for  me. 
Up-hill  work,  and  the  years  arc  going  on  and 
on,  and  by-and-by  I  shall  lose  all  these  fresh 
looks  and  these  yellow  locks  that  get  so  much 
praise  now ;  and  then  I  shall  find  myself  old 
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and  alone  in  the  world  some  day.  Oh  dear,  I 
wish  my  composition  had  something  it  hasn't ! 
I  wish  I  had  more  faith  in  myself,  more  cour- 
age ;  but  life  frightens  me  as  I  look  forward 
and  see  myself  a  lonely  little  old  woman.  Yes, 
I  am  afraid  to  trust  to  my  genius,  though  they 
all  say  I  have  it.  I'm  afraid  to  go  on  and 
on  with  the  years,  and  only  my  art  for  a  com- 
panion and  a  support ;  for  I'm  not  a  good  work- 
er. I  get  worried  and  dispirited,  and  then  my 
inspiration  goes,  and  I  feel  only  the  dull  la- 
bor. I  can't  make  myself  into  a  machine,  nei- 
ther can  I  keep  myself  at  high-pressure  all  the 
time,  and  that  makes  me  a  vagabond,  that 
makes  me  troubled  and  worried  half  the  time. 
And  out  of  this  trouble  and  worry,  out  of  this 
raging  river  of  uncertainties,  there  is  an  oppor-  ] 
tunity  for  me  to  stej)  into  a  safe  little  boat,  and  i 
row,  or  be  rowed,  safely  to  shore.  And  I  can't, 
oh,  I  can't  make  up  my  mind  to  step  in !  It's 
such  a  very  safe  little  boat,  such  a  trig,  trim 
little  craft ;  and  it  would  row  so  carefully  and 
slowly,  and  in  such  a  narrow  channel  all  the 
way.  And  that  is  what  repels  me — all  this 
safety  and  smoothness  and  calmness,  because 
it's  the  safety  and  smoothness  and  calmness  of 
something  so  alien  to  me.  It  is  the  safety  of  a 
limit,  and  not  of  strength  and  yjower  ;  and  such 
kind  of  safety  I'm  afraid  would  be  very  unsafe 
for  me.  I'm  afraid  I  should  grow  rebellious, 
and  feel  chafed  and  fretted,  like  a  caged  creat- 
ure. And  then  this  would  only  bring  me  into 
another  worry — 'out  of  the  frying-])an  into  the 
lire.'  But  is  there  any  worry  like  this  worry 
from  day  to  day  about  what  we  shall  eat,  and 
what  we  shall  drink,  and  wherewithal  w  e  shall 
be  clothed  ?  Ah  me,  what  had  I  better  do  ? 
I'm  a  coward  to  ask  the  question,  I  know  that ; 
but  there's  one  thing  I'll  conclude  upon  at  once. 
1*11  see  the  owner  of  this  trim  little  boat — this  i 
careful  oarsman,  I'll  see  him.  as  Bab  desires,  j 
to-morrow  night.  I'll  see  him  while  she  is  j 
away,  and  then  I  can  tell  better  what  manner  | 
of  man  he  is.  Perhaps,  after  all,  he's  more 
than  I  think.  I'm  too  rapid,  maybe,  in  my 
judgments ;  believe  too  much  in  my  first  im- 
pressions. Yes,  I'll  see  him ;  and  there  the 
matter  shall  rest  for  the  present." 

And  coming  to  this  conclusion  Dolly  stretch- 
ed out  her  arms,  and  opened  her  mouth  very 
wide,  showing  all  her  little  irregular  white  teeth 
in  a  long-drawn  yawn.  There  was  a  great  cat 
sleeping  on  the  corner  of  the  rug,  who  waked  up 
at  this  yawn,  and  gave  an  inquiring  miaic,  look- 
ing at  Dolly  with  round,  staring  eyes  of  amaze- 
ment.   Dolly  laughed,  and  put  out  her  hand. 

"Come  here,  Major;''  and  Major  gave  a 
spring  and  seated  himself  in  Dolly's  lap.  "Now, 
Major,"  proceeded  Dolly,  "I  want  to  tell  you 
something  ;  I've  made  up  my  mind  to  see  Bab's  | 
bachelor  to-morrow  night.  Bab  says  he  wants 
to  marry  me,  and  that  it  will  be  a  good  thing 
for  me.  What  do  you  think  of  that,  Major? 
Do  you  approve  ?" 

"  il/mw,"  went  the  Major,  and  then  he  winked 
knowingly  with  one  of  his  straw-colored  eyes. 


"Oh,  you  think  it  worth  consideration  —  I 
thought  you  would.  You  know  just  how  lone- 
some it  is  living  here  all  alone,  don't  you  ?  You 
know  just  how  hard  it  is  to  forage  for  yourself, 
and  then  to  find  only  skim-milk  in  your  saucer?" 

Major  gave  a  most  energetic  miaw  here. 

' '  Oh,  Major,  Major ! "  cried  out  Dolly  at  this  ; 
"what  a  worldly  old  cat  you  are,  to  be  willing 
to  sell  yourself  for  a  pot  of  cream  every  dav. 
Don't  you  know  how  that  turns  out  a  mess  of 
pottage  sometimes?  Oh,  Major,  Major,  you'd 
a  great  deal  better  keep  up  your  courage  and 
go  mousing  about  on  your  own  hook,  with  now 
and  then  a  chance  of  skim-milk." 

And  scourging  herself  over  Major's  shoulders 
in  this  fantastic  way,  Dolly  stroked  the  purring 
cat  and  regarded  him  with  great,  sad,  intro- 
verted eyes,  that  spite  of  the  smiling  lij)s  re- 
vealed the  sadness  of  her  heart.  And  after  a 
minute  spent  thus,  she  rose,  put  Major  softly 
down  upon  his  corner  of  the  rug,  and  went  off 
to  bed  humming  that  sweetest,  mournfulest  old 
song,  "  Auld  Robin  Gray." 

II. 

I  shall  have  to  lell  you  a  little  more  about 
Dolly  than  she  has  managed  to  tell  herself,  after 
all.  I  shall  have  to  tell  you  who  Bab  is,  and  a 
little  about  Aunt  Jo.  Bab  was  a  married  friend 
who  was  ])retty  Barbara  Slade  once,  and  was 
now  Mrs.  Barbara  Ingalls.  She  was  very  fond 
of  Dolly,  and  had  latterly  got  an  idea  into  her 
head  that  Dolly  ought  to  be  married.  She 
knew  something  of  Dolly's  life — not  all  the  ins 
and  outs,  for  Dolly,  frank  as  she  seemed,  had 
those  deep  reserves  which  very  proud  and  sensi- 
tive peoi)le  are  sure  to  have.  There  were  straits 
in  Dolly's  life  which  she  had  never  told  any 
body,  not  even  Major,  whom  she  declared  to  be 
her  most  confidential  friend.  But  Bab  knew 
that  Dolly  lived  alone  with  Aunt  Jo,  and  that 
when  Aunt  Jo  died  the  little  annuity  died  with 
her,  and  Dolly  would  have  to  shirk  for  herself 
in  the  world. 

To  Barbara  Ingalls,  who  had  a  sure  home, 
and  a  fine  one  too,  who  had  somebody  to  look 
out  for  her  at  every  turn,  this  having  to  shirk 
for  one's  self  was  a  matter  of  terror.  So,  think- 
ing the  matter  over  and  over  one  day,  after  find- 
ing Dolly  wearying  about  some  household  tasks 
that  were  too  much  for  her,  she  came  to  this 
conclusion — that  Dolly  ought  to  marry.  And 
suddenly  coming  to  this  conclusion,  she  came 
quite  as  suddenly  to  the  hero  who  was  to  play 
the  principal  part  in  her  plan  :  to  ]\Ir,  Herman 
Morris,  whose  quiet  attentions  to  Dolly  the  past 
winter  had  been  swiftly  but  shrewdly  interpret- 
ed by  wise  Mrs.  Barbara.  Dolly,  preoccupied, 
had  failed  to  see  what  Mrs,  Barbara  saw,  un- 
til that  lady  opened  her  eyes.  She  laughed  at 
first,  but  Barbara  persisted,  and  her  perplexi-_ 
ties  increasing,  as  perplexities  will,  until  every 
thing  all  at  once  seems  to  get  into  a  hard  knot, 
she  at  last  consented  to  think  of  the  matter. 
"He  is  the  most  gentlemanly  man  of  my  ac- 
quaintance, quiet,  retiring,  and  modest — such 
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a  man  as  Aunt  Jo  will  be  sure  to  approve," 
said  Bab,  diplomatically. 
And  Aunt  Jo  ? 

Well,  there's  hardly  doing  any  justice  to  Aunt 
Jo.  She  and  Dolly  lived  together  alone  in  the 
smallest  possible  way  on  the  smallest  possible 
means.  And  Aunt  Jo,  who  was  seventy,  and 
had  brought  up  half  a  dozen  of  those  rampage- 
ous Brooks  children,  and  buried  all  but  Dolly, 
was  as  bright  and  sweet  and  sunny  as  if  life  had 
given  her  all  its  roses  instead  of  its  thorns. 
Her  thorn  now  was  Dolly's  future.  She  had  no 
great  ambition,  no  schemes  for  this  child  of 
hers ;  she  only  w\anted  to  feel  sure  that  Dolly 
would  be  taken  care  of  wh6n  she  was  gone,  for 
she  didn't  feel  sure  that  Dolly  would  take  very 
good  care  of  herself.  She  knew  better  than 
any  body  whit  a  little  irresponsible  vagabond 
this  Dolly  was.  And  Dolly  knew  that  she 
knew,  and  witi'iout  a  w^ord  on  Aunt  Jo's  part, 
Dolly  knew  by  that  sharp  intuition  of  hers  how 
Aunt  Jo  worried  about  her;  and  this  worried 
Dolly ;  and  this  brings  us  up  to  the  time  when 
she  had  concluded  to  become  better  acquainted 
with  Mr.  IVIorris,  with  a  vague  view  to  Barbara's 
plans,  and  her  own  release  from  the  ceaseless 
worry. 

III. 

The  week  that  Mr.  Ingalls  always  spent  in 
New  Orleans,  transacting  some  Southern  busi- 
ness that  he  had,  Dolly  always  spent  with  Mrs. 
Ingalls,  to  "keep  her  company,"  as  women 
say.  And  one  night  of  this  week  Mrs.  Barbara 
had  Mr.  Morris  there  to  tea ;  and  then,  direct- 
ly after  the  hospitable  meal,  this  arch  plotter 
and  planner  announced  that  she  was  sent  for  to 
go  round  and  see  Mrs.  Blake's  little  boy,  who 
was  down  Avith  the  measles — an  errand  of  neigh- 
borly duty  which  could  scarcely  be  deferred, 
and  which  she  took  upon  herself  with  many 
apologies  and  regrets  to  Mr.  Morris  for  her  un- 
avoidable absence  during  his  visit.  J9s  she 
went  out  of  the  room  and  up  stairs  after  this 
flourish  of  trumpets  Dolly  followed  her. 

"  Bab,  what  do  you  expect  will  become  of  you 
if  you  go  on  like  this?  You  made  that  all  up 
about  Mrs.  Blake's  little  boy — vou  know  you 
did." 

"Of  course  I  did,"  returned  Mrs.  Bab,  in  a 
little  giggle.  "I  never  do  things  by  halves, 
and  I  hope  I  understand  truth  well  enough  to 
know  how  to  romance  when  great  occasions  re- 
quire it  without  damaging  any  body.  All  strat- 
agem is  fair  in  love  and  Avar,  you  knoAv." 

Dolly  tossed  her  head.  "Love!  don't  talk 
about  that,  Bdb.  We're  only  considering  a 
possible  bargain!"  and  Dolly's  air  and  tone 
Avere  full  of  self-disdain. 

Mrs.  Barbara  Avas  alarmed.  "What  a  goose 
you  are,  Dolly,  to  talk  in  that  way  about  such 
a  fine,  handsome  fellow  as  Herman  Morris  !  A 
bargain  !    I  think  you  insult  him." 

"So  I  do,  Bab,"  spoke  up  Dolly,  AA'ith  quiet 
significance. 

But  IMrs.  Barbara  Avasn't  going  to  notice  any 


of  Dolly's  heroics,  so  she  kept  up  her  fine  in- 
dignation strain. 

"A  much  better  Avoman  than  you  are  might 
fall  in  love  with  Mr.  Morris,  I  can'tell  vou.  Miss 
Dolly." 

"Oh,  iTlare  say." 

"  And  jump  at  the  chance  of  being  his  Avife." 

"I  hope  the  better  Avoman  may  have  the 
chance  to  jump  at,  then.  'TavouW  be  a  pity 
for  me  to  interfere  Avith  such  blissful  possibili- 
ties." 

And  Dolly  dropped  a  saucy  little  courtesy  to 
Mrs.  Barbara,  Avhereat  Mrs.  Barbara  laughed, 
relieved.  Dolly  had  got  off  her  high  horse. 
Dolly  had  come  doAvn  from  her  heroics.  She 
Avas  not  alarmed  noAv.  When  Dolly  began  to 
jest  she  Avas  in  one  of  her  safest  moods.  You 
could  do  something  with  Dolly  then.  It  Avas 
only  those  high  flights  that  took  her  aAvay  from 
controlling  hands,  from  the  practical  ruts  of 
life. 

'  So  in  her  jesting  mood,  thinking  of  that 
"better  Avoman,"  Dolly  Avent  back  to  the  par- 
lor and  to  Mr.  Herman  Morris.  A  fine,  hand- 
some felloAv,  Mrs.  Barbara  had  declared  him. 
One  gets  an  idea  of  height  and  breadth  from 
this,  and  Mr,  Morris  Avas  neither  very  tall  nor 
very  broad,  nor  the  extreme  rev&rse.  He  Avas 
one  of  the  medium-sized  men,  Avith  a  good  fig- 
ure for  his  size,  an  elegant  carriage,  and  a 
strikingly  handsome  face,  broAvn-bearded  and 
blue-eyed.  He  rose  as  Dolly  entered  and  came 
forAvard  Avith  a  picture  in  his  hand.  It  Avas  a 
photograph  of  Dolly  herself,  Avhich  he  had  found 
upon  the  table. 

"Do  you  like  this  of  yourself?"  he  asked. 

"That  ?  oh  yes,  better  than  any  thing  I  CA-er 
had  taken.    Why,  don't  you  ?" 

"No,  Miss  Brooks,  I  can't  say  that  I  do." 

Miss  Brooks  smiled.  "Tell  me  Avhy  you 
don't  like  it,"  she  asked;  "it  interests  me  to 
knoAv." 

His  eyes  Avent  back  to  the  picture.  "The 
shadoAvs  are  badly  throAvn,  to  begin  Avith  ;  there 
is  too  much  shadoAV,  and  too  much  light.  Then 
I  don't  think  the  position  a  happy  one.  I  never 
saAv  an  expression  like  that  upon  your  face.  In 
short,  Miss  Brooks,  I  don't  think  the  picture 
does  you  justice,  seriously." 

Dolly  boAA'cd  and  smiled  again. 

"NoAv  here  is  Avhat  I  call  a  good  picture  of 
a  person."  It  Avas  a  carte  of  Mrs.  Ingalls  ;  one 
of  those  smooth,  even  pictures  Avhich  the  major- 
ity of  people  admire. 

"You  don't  like  it?"  said  Mr.  Morris,  look- 
ing up,  as  Dolly  said  nothing. 

"I  don't  dislike  it;  I  don't  care  for  it— that 
is  all." 

"  What  is  there  in  it  that  you  criticise  ?"  and 
Mr.  Morris  looked  hard  at  the  picture  and  then 
hard  at  Dolly,  in  an  evident  puzzle. 

"It's  Avhat  there  isn't  in  it  that  I  find  fault 
with— there's  the  trouble.  There's  nothing  in 
it,  to  my  thinking  ;  not  a  bit  of  soul.  Barbara 
might  as  Avell  be  Bridget  Dolan." 

Mr.  Morris  boAved  politely. 


40 


HARPEE'S  NEW  MONTHLY  IVIAGAZINE. 


"Intimate  friends,"  he  said,  "are  rarely  sat- 
isfied with  their  friends'  pictures,  I  know.  Now 
to  me  this  seems  a  very  satisfactory  likeness. 
I  think  most  people  would  find  it  so." 

"  Oh  yes,  I  dare  say." 

Mr.  Morris  said  a  few  words  furtfier  in  the 
matter,  and  then  putting  the  carte  down,  he 
leaned  forward  with  an  earnest  intentness  that 
rather  startled  his  companion. 

"Miss  Brooks,  I've  wanted  an  opportunity 
to  say  something  in  reference  to  a  little  conver- 
sation we  had  the  last  time  I  saw  you.  It's 
troubled  me  a  good  deal." 

Dolly  couldn't  remember  a  thing  that  he  had 
said  to  her  the  last  time  she  had  seen  him.  So 
she  waited  for  him  to  go  on. 

"You  don't  remember — it  M'as  about  Mr. 
Thornton.  You  asked  me  what  I  thought  of 
him.  I  expressed  myself  very  freely :  and  I 
have  since  thought  that  I  was  not  charitable 
enough  in  my  expressions." 

"  Oh  yes,  I  recollect  now ;  and  if  I  recollect 
rightly,  your  expressions  were  very  moderate, 
but  quite  just." 

"  I'm  glad  you  think  so  ;  but  I've  been  trou- 
bled ever  since  about  it,  and  I  really  don't  think 
I  ought  to  have  said  what  I  did." 

"You  told  me  the  real  state  of  your  mind,  I 
suppose,  and  you  told  me  facts." 

"Yes,  oh  yes,"  answered  Mr.  Morris,  evi- 
dently in  a  difficulty  how  to  reconcile  his  sens- 
itive conscience  and  these  facts.  "But,"  re- 
suming, "  I  don't  think  I  ought  to  have  said  so 
much  even  if  I  did  believe  it  to  be  truth ;  for  I 
may  be  mistaken,  you  know. " 

"  You  are  not  afraid  of  my  making  mischief, 
Mr.  Morris?" 

"  Oh  no,  no  ;  it's  entirely  with  myself.  I  dis- 
like to  think  I've  been  uncharitable,  that's  all." 

"I  believe  you  said  that  you  thought  Mr. 
Thornton  was  rather  conceited,  and  overesti- 
mated his  abilities.  I  coincided  with  you  ;  and 
then  we  talked  of  what  grew  out  of  these  tend- 
encies, and  you  told  me  of  an  incident  where 
he  got  himself  into  a  false  position  with  the 
Herveys,  through  his  vanity ;  and  I  told  you 
of  a  little  personal  experience  which  corrobo- 
rated all  this.  Neither  you  nor  I  had  been  slan- 
dering any  body.  "We  had  simply  stated  some 
facts,  and  compared  notes,  that  we  might  come 
to  a  candid  conclusion  about  a  person  of  whom 
it  is  necessary  for  us  to  know  something,  as  we 
are  likely  to  meet  him  rather  frequently  in  so- 
ciety, and  might,  if  we  didn't  understand  his 
peculiarities,  get  into  difficulties  ourselves,  by 
believing  his  assertions  too  implicitly,  or  trust- 
ing him  inadvertently.  Forewarned  is  fore- 
armed, and  I  think  I  shall  be  on  my  guard  when 
I'm  in  the  society  of  Mr.  Charley  Thornton 
hereafter." 

This  was  a  plain  statement,  certainly ;  but 
Mr.  Morris  still  seemed  unsettled. 

"After  all,  we  might  be  mistaken,"  he  went 
on.  "  I  hate  to  think  ill  or  judge  hardly.  We 
should  be  so  careful  in  our  judgments.  We  can 
not  always  understand  another's  motives ;  and 


what  seems  very  dark  to  us  may  have  a  better 
meaning." 

"  No  doubt  about  that,  Mr.  Morris ;  but  there 
can  be  scarcely  two  meanings  to  a  man's  con- 
duct who  declares  that  such  a  girl  as  Josephine 
Hervey  encouraged  his  attentions,  and  that  the 
only  reason  he  didn't  go  on  was  because  he 
himself  was  not  sufficiently  interested  ;  and  that 
when  all  the  time  Josephine  was  engaged  to 
another — to  such  another  as  Jim  Lawrence." 
"  Yes,  yes,  I  know,  but — " 
A  look  of  impatience  crossed  Dolly's  face. 
"  I  tell  you  what,  Mr.  Morris,"  she  interrupted, 
"I  think  you're  a  little  morbid  in  your  con- 
science. Charley  Thornton  isn't  worth  so  much 
thought  and  breath,  any  way.  I  knoiu  he's 
what  we  declared  him  to  be,  and  I've  simply 
got  him  settled  in  his  proper  jjlace  now — put 
away  on  a  shelf,  labeled  'dangerous,'  and  I 
don't  trouble  myself  any  more  about  him.  Dis- 

'  miss  him  from  your  mind  in  the  same  manner, 

*Mr.  Morris." 

1  "And  it  doesn't  disturb  you  to  find  a  person 
lean  be  really  false  through  his  weakness?" 
"Disturb  me!  Well,  I  long  ago  accepted 
that  fact  of  human  fallibility,  and  unless  the 
person'is  very  much  to  me  individually  I  don't 
allow  it  to  disturb  me  much.  In  this  case  I've 
only  opened  another  of  the  world's  oysters,  and 
found  a  pebble  instead  of  a  i)earl.  I've  got 
used  to  such  findings,  and  I  can't  afl'ord  to  go 
into  mourning  over  every  one;  and  there  are 
pure  pearls  somewhere,  you  know,  after  all. 
But  come,  let  us  send  Charley  Thornton  to 
Coventry  or  any  other  oblivion,  and  let  me 
sing  you  a  new  song  I  have — one  new  to  me." 

It  was  Story's  significant  words,  "I  am 
weary  with  rowing,"  and  Boots's  perfect  mu- 
sic, which  expresses  what  the  words  fail  to  ex- 
press. 

Dolly's  voice  was  a  mezzo-so])rano,  wild  and 
untaught;  but  somebody  said  once  of  it,  "I 
don't  See  how  that  girl  manages  to  i)ut  so  much 
into  that  voice  of  hers."  Well,  she  sung  this 
song,  Avhicli  has  a  heart-break  in  it,  and  into 
her  voice  went  all  the  heart-break  which  had 
been  written  there  ;  and  gay  as  she  seemed, 
Dolly  felt  the  heart-break — for  Dolly  herself 
was  "  weary  with  rowing."  She  turned  slow- 
ly after  the  singing.  The  words,  the  music, 
w'ere  still  with  her. 

"  That  is  very  sweet,  but  too  sad  for  you — 
too  sad  for  any  body,  Miss  Brooks.  We  need 
something  to  cheer  us  in  our  recreations,  I 
think." 

Miss  Brooks  gave  a  little  movement  of  her 
head  which  might  have  been  of  assent ;  and 
by  that  time  Mr.  Morris  had  a  song  before  her 
of  his  OAvn  choosing.  It  was  "  The  Merry 
Zingara."  As  she  concluded  this,  Mrs.  Ingalls 
came  in. 

"How  is  Mrs.  Blake's  little  boy?"  asked 
Dolly,  wheeling  round  upon  the  piano-stool, 
her  face  expressing  mischief, 

"More  comfortable,  I  thank  you,"  answered 
Mrs.  Bab,  her  bright  eyes  twinkling. 
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"  Did  you  get  there  as  soon  as  she  expected 
you?"  • 

Dolly  was  waxing  dangerous.  There  was 
no  knowing  how  she  might  have  gone  on,  but 
that  Mr.  Morris,  finding  that  it  was  after  ten, 
made  his  adieux.  The  hall-door  had  no  soon- 
er closed  upon  him  than  Mrs.  Barbara  turned 
upon  Dolly. 

"Dolly,  I'll  pay  you  for  that  last — I  like  to 
have  broken  down  entirely ;  but  I'll  postpone 
my  revenge  while  you  tell  me  about  your  even- 
ing.   What  do  you  think  of  him  ?" 

"The  first  question  answered  will  answer 
your  other  question.  I'll  give  you  a  history 
of  the  evening." 

Whereupon  Dolly,  to  begin  with,  repeated 
the  photograph  conversation. 

"  He  didn't  like  this,  eh  ?"'  and  Barbara  lift- 
ed Dolly's  carte  to  view. 

"No,  he  didn't  see  it,  Bab  dear,  at  all;  he 
saw  too  much  light,  too  much  shadoAV ;  he 
didn't  see  that  for  once  the  sun  had  caught  the 
very  depths  of  a  human  soul.  All  the  best 
that  is  in  me  is  brought  out  there,  Bab.  He 
missed  the  outside  sparkle  ;  the  color — that's  all 
he  sees,  or  would  ever  see.  And,  Bab,  he 
liked  this  of  yours — thought  it  the  perfection 
of  likenesses." 

"That  thing — that  lump  of  flesh  without  a 
soul !"  cried  Mrs.  Bab. 

Then,  with  a  silent  grimace,  she  tossed  it 
from  her,  and  told  Dolly  to  go  on.  Dolly  went 
on,  and  rendered  with  dramatic  fidelity  what 
followed.  And  at  the  end  she  said,  "There, 
it  isn't  necessary  for  me  to  tell  you  what  I 
think  of  Mr.  Morris  now." 

Mrs.  Barbara  laughed,  "  Yes,  tell  me.  I 
like  to  hear  you  talk — and  you're  full  of  it,  I 
can  see." 

Dolly  joined  the  laugh.  Then  suddenly 
turning  grave — 

"Well  I  can  tell  you  one  thing,  to  begin 
with.  I  thought  in  the  midst  of  the  conversa- 
tion this  evening  of  something  Miss  Thackeray 
says  in  her  story  of  'Jack  the  Giant-Killer.' 
It  is  where  poor  Jack  sits  and  listens  to  his 
wife's  little  tunes,  and  it  came  over  him  that  he 
had  got  to  listen  all  his  life  to  those  little  tunes. 
Well,  it  came  over  me  just  the  same  as  I  sat  there 
listening  to  Mr.  Morris — it  came  over  me  that 
if  I  married  this  man  I  should  have  to  listen  to 
little  tunes  all  my  life.  I  don't  mean  any  thing 
harsh  or  invidious  in  any  way :  I  think  Mr. 
Morris  is  an  excellent  man,  and  I  respect  him. 
He  is  kind  and  gentle  and  gentlemanly,  but  he 
lacks  masculinity.  I  don't  scoft"  at  goodness 
by  any  means ;  but  his  goodness  is  feminine 
goodness,  and  not  masculine.  Think  of  a  man 
harping  upon  such  a  quibble  of  conscientious- 
ness, and  making  a  great  matter  out  of  so  small 
a  one,  when  there  are  so  many  really  great  mat- 
ters in  the  world  to  concern  one's  self  about. 
All  this  blessed  evening  spent  in  such  pottering 
talk.  Little  tunes !  That  is  just  the  expres- 
sion. Suppose  he  had — which  he  hadn't — crit- 
icised unjustly  or  severely,  it  was  only  necessa- 


ry for  him  to  retract  it  briefly ;  but  to  harp  on 
the  matter  so  long  was  making  both  himself 
and  the  matter  of  too  much  importance.  It  is 
very  curious  that  habit  that  some  persons  have 
— really  modest  persons  too— of  bringing  the 
little  worries  of  their  consciences  before  you. 
They  fancy  that  confession  is  going  to  give  them 
some  sort  of  a:bsolution.  Confession!  Don't 
you  remember  what  I  Avas  reading  the  other 
day  from  Holbeach:  'The  weak— those  who 
must,  even  if  they  die  for  it,  have  the  sympathy 
of  the  majority — commonly  confess,  the  strong 
hold  their  tongues  and  hold  their  own?'  I 
wanted  to  say  to  Mr.  Morris,  when  he  was  go- 
ing over  and  over  this  small  worry  of  his, 
'  Don't  fret  your  immortal  soul  about  the  acci- 
dents and  blunders  and  trifles  of  daily  life  ;  but 
go  your  ways  with  a  high  serenity  and  faith  in 
yourself,  and  the  accidents  and  blunders  and 
trifles  will  by-and-by  adjust  themselves  to  the 
larger  sphere  that  you  create.'  There,  I  read 
that  somewhere,  I  don't  know  where." 

"You  made  it  up  for  the  occasion,  Dolly ;  it's 
one  of  your  manufactured  quotations,  I  know." 

"Is  it?  Well  I'm  glad  you  think  so."  A 
moment's  silence,  then,  with  an  indescribable 
long-drawn  intonation,  an  indescribable  light 
coming  into  her  eyes :  "How  different  all  this 
was  from  another  man's,  'The  heavens  are 
large,  I  don't  notice  small  clouds!'  " 

"Eh,  what  is  that?" 

"You  know,  Bab — you've  heard  me  speak 
of  it  before.  It  was  Roy  Dallas's  answer  to  me 
one  evening  when  I  asked  him  if  he  noticed 
Mrs.  Stamford's  coolness  to  him.  I  shall  nev- 
er forget  that  answer,  it  was  so  characteristic 
of  the  man's  nature.  '  No,  I  hadn't  noticed  it,' 
he  replied,  half  smiling.  'But  now  you  men- 
tion it,  I  perceive  that  there  was  a  difference,  per- 
haps ;  but  the  heavens  are  large,  I  don't  notice 
small  clouds.'  That  was  just  as  indicative  of 
his  large,  self-poised  nature  as  Herman  Morris's 
small  worries  are  indicative  of  his  nature." 

"  Dolly,  I  beg  your  pardon !"  suddenly  burst 
out  Mrs.  Barbara. 

"Tor  what?"  laughed  Dolly, looking  a  little 
amazed. 

"For  trying  to  make  a  match  between  you 
and  Herman  Morris.  I  see  now  what  a  blun- 
derer I  was.  But,  Doll  dear,  I  hate  to  think 
of  your  drudging  along  alone  to  the  end  of  your 
life." 

"Alone !  Bab,  I  never  felt  so  alone  in  my 
life  as  I  did  when  Herman  Morris  was  talking 
to  me  to-night — good  and  kind  gentleman  that 
he  is." 

"  Yes,  good  and  kind  gentleman  ;  but  he  isn't 
enough  of  a  person  for  you  —  that's  it,  Doll. 
You're  more  of  a  man  than  he  is,  for  all  you're 
such  a  soft  little  duck  of  a  girl,  with  your  pret- 
ty hair  and  your  dainty  ways." 

"  Oh,  Bab,  don't  call  me  a  man-Avoman  !" 

"  I'm  not  calling  you  a  man-woman.  You 
don't  call  Shirley  a  man-woman,  do  you— Jane 
Eyre's  Shirley  ?  You're  like  her  in  some  ways  ; 
the  cool  clear  ways  you  look  at  things,  without 
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pottering,  vou  know.  As  for  the  masculine 
element,  somebody — some  high  light  of  litera- 
ture— says  that  no  man  is  complete  in  his  na- 
ture without  something  of  the  feminine  element, 
and  no  woman  without  the  masculine.  I  think 
that  is  true.  It  means  just  the  tempering  of 
each  nature — one,  the  masculine,  by  softness  ; 
the  other,  the  feminine,  by  strength.  Without 
this  element  in  each,  there  is  hardness  on  ihe 
one  side  and  weakness  on  the  other." 

"Yes,  I  believe  that,"  said  Dolly,  thought- 
fully. I  never  knew  so  gentle  a  person  in  some 
ways  as  Roy  Dallas  ;  and  Avhat  a  masculine  man 
he  was — a  man's  man  !" 

"Dolly,  you  measure  all  men  by  him — did 
you  know  it  ?" 

"  Yes,  I  know  it,"  answered  Dolly. 

"That  is  the  reason  you  are  single  to  this 
day,  Dolly." 

"  How  you  speak  of  that  fact,  as  if  it  were  a 
great  misfortune,  Bab!" 

"Well,  it  is  in  some  directions  for  you,  dear. 
I  see  it  is  of  no  use  for  you  to  marry  a  man  that 
isn't  equal  to  you ;  but  I  wish  you  could  marry 
a  man  you  loved,  Dolly  dear — you're  such  a 
child  after  all  in  that  part  of  your  charaxjter, 
which  must  cope  with  the  world's  practical 
forces.  It  hurts  you  so  to  shirk  for  yourself. 
As  the  world  stands  now,  a  Avoman  like  you 
hasn't  an  easy  time  of  it.  You  ought  to  be 
taken  care  of,  looked  out  for,  Dolly." 

"Well,  once  for  all,  Bab,  this  cowardly  way 
of  trying  to  do  violence  to  nature — of  making 
a  bargain  of  marriage  to  evade  work  and  lone- 
liness, is  something  I  shall  never  contemplate 
again.  Aunt  Jo  says  often,  'Those  who  help 
themselves  tlie  Lord  will  help.'  Now  I'm  going 
to  set  myself  to  my  work,  and  do  it  as  well  as 
I  can  ;  and  I  trust  that  the  Lord  will  not  leave 
me  desolate  in  the  years  that  are  to  come,  even 
if  I  miss  the  companion  and  the  home  you  want 
me  to  have.  Why,  bless  your  heart,  Bab,  I 
may  not  live  to  pass  the  lonely  life  you  dread 
for  me.  Why,  a  thousand  things  may  happen 
before  that;"  and  Dolly  rose  up  as  brightly  as 
if  she  had  suddenly  seen  a  very  cheerful  pros- 
pect open  before  her. 

INIrs.  Barbara  laughed.  "  You  are  such  a 
jolly,  odd  little  thing,  Dolly.  But  my !" — look- 
ing at  her  watch — "  it's  nearly  twelve  o'clock  !" 
and  up  she  sprang  and  began  to  put  the  music 
away. 

"Oh,  this  is  what  you  Avere  singing  Avhen  I 
came  in — this  '  Wearv  with  Rowing.'  How  did 
Mr.  JNIorris  like  it,  Dolly  ?" 

Dolly  told  her  how  he  liked  it. 

"The  old  woman!"  cried  Barbara,  impa- 
tiently. She  had  more  than  gone  over  to  Dol- 
ly's side,  this  arch  plotter  and  match-maker. 

"  No,  no,  Bab,  not  that — he  isn't  Avhat  you 
mean  by  that — he  isn't  a  travesty  upon  nature  ; 
he  is  a  kind,  true  person,  only  not  in  our  key, 
or  in  the  key  of  those  men  who  are  very  strong- 
ly masculine." 

"I  say  he's  an  old  woman!"  repeated  Bar- 
bara, now  utterly  demoralized,   ""  This  last  im.- 


becility  proves  it.  To  think  of  any  one  who 
can  tell  one  tune  from  another  listening  to  this 
impassioned  heart-break,  and  then  commence 
prosing  about  the  duty  of  liveliness !  He's 
worse  than  an  imbecile  old  woman ;  he  hasn't 
any  soul.  Now  I  hate  those  sentimental  Misses 
who  prate  about  plaintive  music,  and  immedi- 
ately instance  '  My  heart  is  dead, '  or  some  such 
dreary  trash.  That's  a  very  different  thing 
from  that  uplifting  straight  into  heaven  on 
some  impassioned  strains  that  come  from  the 
very  depths  of  human  experience." 

"Oh  yes,  yes  it  is,  indeed!"  cried  Dolly, 
with  a  sort  of  ecstatic  expression  coming  into 
her  face. 

Dolly  was  thinking  of  a  voice  that  used  to 
sing  to  her,  uplifting  Aer  soul  straight  to  heaven 
on  its  impassioned  strains  —  a  voice  that  even 
in  comedy  vibrated  with  that  deep  minor  chord 
which  can  come  only  from  deep  natures.  As 
Mrs,  Barbara  cauglit  that  ecstatic  expression  on 
Dolly's  face  she  knew  where  Dolly's  thoughts 
had  gone. 

"Dolly,"  she  began,  rather  hesitatingly,  "I 
thought  you  had.  got  over  that  affair." 

"And  forgotten  Roy  Dallas?"  concluded 
Dolly,  with  a  tinge  of  bitterness. 

"Well,  yes,  I  hoped  you  had,  Dolly,  or,  at 
least,  that  he  had  ceased  to  be  of  such  vital  in- 
terest to  you." 

"Roy  Dallas  isn't  such  an  easy  person  to 
forget  or  to  dismiss  from  one's  mind  as  a  vital 
interest,"  returned  Dolly,  gazing  wistfully  be- 
fore her  with  eyes  that  showed  plainly  that 
they  were  recalling  the  past. 

"But  I  thought—" 

"Yes  ;  I  don't  wonder  you  thought  that  was 
all  forgotten,  if  I  could  enter  into  your  plans, 
and  contemplate  even  for  a  moment  replacing 
Roy  Dallas  with  Herman  Morris.  Oh,  I  don't 
wonder,  Barbara,  at  you.  I  only  wonder  at 
myself.  But  let  me  tell  you  now  just  how  I 
feel  about  that.  Long  ago  I  gave  Roy  Dallas 
up.  It  was  a  great  wrench  then,  as  you  know, 
and  for  a  long  time  the  wound  it  made  in  my 
life  was  fresh  and  bleeding  at  eveiy  touch. 
But  gradually  time,  and  all  the  duties  and 
cares  and  various  conditions  it  brings  in  its 
train,  began  to  overlay  very  mercifully  this 
past,  until  I  can  really  feel  now  that  the 
wound  is  healed,  and  that  Roy  Dallas  is  only 
a  memory,  and  not  a  hurt  to  me — a  blessed 
memory  which  has  enriched  me,  Barbara.  I 
thought  at  first  that  I  should  never  feel  like 
this — that  he  could  never  be  ftir  away  in  my 
mind ;  but  God  does  not  mean  us  to  give  up 
life  and  die  if  we  can  not  have  the  one  thing 
that  we  have  set  our  hearts  upon.  So  I  lived 
on,  and  found  at  last,  as  I  say,  that  my  wound 
had  become,  instead  of  a  fever  and  a  pain,  a 
blessed  memory,  and  that  there  might  be  other 
interests  left  for  me  yet.  Latterly,  too,  I've 
felt  lonely,  and  a  little  afraid  of  a  lonelier  fu- 
ture, and  so  I  fell  in  with  your  plan.  I  thought, 
you  see" — a  little  faint  smile  came  here — "  that 
I  might  'drive  liking  to  the  name  of  love,'  but, 


ft 


DOLLY. 


43 


having  known  love,  I  found  I  could  not  do  it. 
I  don't  mean  by  tliis#hat  I  think  I  can  never 
love  again  ;  none  of  us  can  tell  what  may  come 
to  us,  or  what  fresh  springs  yet  lie  untouched 
within  us,  but  I  will  never  contemplate  marry- 
ing for  any  other  consideration  again.  Hav- 
ing known  such  a  love,  how  can  I,  Barbara?" 

"I  see  how  it  is,  Dolly  dear:  but  it  is  just 
as  I  said,  isn't  it?  You  measure  all  men  by 
him?" 

"I  suppose  I  do;  but  how  can  I  help  it? 
"We  must  always  make  comparisons  by  what 
is  foregone  in  our  experiences  in  every  matter." 

"Oh,  Dolly,  there  are  few  men  whom  you 
could  compare  with  Roy  Dallas,  if  you  wait  for 
that,"  burst  out  Mrs,  Ingalls,  unguardedly. 

The  blood  leaped  to  Dolly's  cheek.  "Ah. 
you  know  that  too,  Barbara!  Then  I  must 
still  wait,  as  you  call  it." 

Mrs.  Barbara  could  have  bitten  her  tongue 
out  for  her  outburst. 

"But,  Dolly,"  she  began  again;  "I  only 
meant — " 

"Yes  ;  I  know,  Barbara,  all  you  would  say  ; 
you  have  done  me  no  harm.  I'm  aware  of 
what  he  was ;  but  we  will  not  do  others  injus- 
tice ;  there  are  others,  no  doubt,  who  will  bear 
the  comparison — who  are  more  than  he.  I 
simply  say  this  for  justice.  I  have  no  idea  of 
waiting,  as  you  say.  I'm  going  to  work  in 
good  earnest,  and  leave  the  end  to  God." 

"Dolly,  it's  nearly  one  o'clock;  but  before 
wc  go  to  bed,  and  now  we're  on  this  topic,  I 
want  to  ask  a  question  or  two.  I  want  you  to 
tell  me  first  how  it  came  about  that  Roy  Dallas 
acted  so  suddenly  at  the  last.  When  the  af- 
fair was  fresh  I  never  liked  to  ask  you  any 
thing,  and  later  I  thought  I  had  better  not, 
you  know." 

IV. 

Dolly  lifted  her  dark  eyes,  darker  now  than 
their  w'ont,  and  full  of  the  shadows  of  the  past. 
The  gay  little  girl  who  sat  winking  and  blink- 
ing on  a  certain  midniglit  a  week  ago — wink- 
ing and  blinking  and  talking  nonsense  to  Ma- 
jor, was  lost  now  in  this  pale-cheeked,  serious 
maiden. 

"You  knew  the  beginning,  Barbara,  didn't 
you — all  about  that  foolish,  foolish  quarrel  with 
Major  Lamsden  ?" 

"No,  not  all." 

"Poor  silly  thing,  I  was  vain  and  elated  be- 
cause I  thought  that  Roy  Dallas  was  jealous. 
He  had  been  so  free  from  it  before — so  like  a 
king — like  his  name — Royal,  amidst  the  rest 
of  the  men  who  were  fluttering  about  that 
winter.  I  didn't  know  enough  then  to  know 
that  it  was  because  he  was  a  king  in  his  na- 
ture— so  large  and  self-poised  that  he  felt  sure 
of  his  own.  So  when  he  warned  me  of  Major 
Lamsden,  told  me  that  he  didn't  like  for  me  to 
dance  with  him  or  be  upon  friendly  terms  with 
him,  I  was  mean  enough  to  think  it  was  jeal- 
ousy, and  was  flattered  and  elate,  and  would 
not  heed  even  when  he  told  me  what  an  un- 
suitable person  Major  Lamsden  was  for  any  wo- 


man's companion  :  how  he  had  no  respect  for, 
and  no  belief  in  any  woman,  and  how  he  en- 
tertained his  boon  companions  with  his  con- 
quests and  his  criticisms.  No,  I  put  this  all 
down  to  the  mad  passion  of  jealousy  on  Roy's 
part,  and  so  kept  on  my  way.  I  wonder  now 
he  bore  with  me  as  long  as  he  did.  I  M  onder 
he  had  any  fiiith  in  me  when  he  saw  me  night 
after  night  whirling  round  in  that  man's  arms. 
Of  course  he  misunderstood  me  too;  but  his 
misunderstanding  was  not  so  unworthy  as  mine ; 
he  could  not  see  that  I  Avas  simply  a  foolish, 
ignorant  child ;  that  Major  Lamsden  was  only 
an  instrument  in  my  hands  to  prove  my  power 
over  another  and  another's  love.  And  so  he 
came  to  think  at  length  that  I  was  gratified  by 
the  attentions  themselves ;  that  Major  Lams- 
den himself  was  pleasing  to  me ;  that  I  was 
actually  so  light-natured  as  to  like  this  man's 
attentions  for  vanity's  sake — and  Heaven  knows 
what  other  unworthy  reason  ;  and  I  don't  won- 
der— I  don't  wonder !  Men  know  so  much  and 
women  so  little  of  other  men's  lives  that  it  is 
never  easy  for  them  to  realize  how  a  woman 
may  through  ignorance  accept  attentions  and 
admiration  that  they  know  to  be  insults.  Well, 
things  came  at  last  to  a  crisis.  I  had  been 
more  reckless  than  usual  one  evening,  and  at 
the  end  Roy  approached  me  Avith  a  set,  stern 
face  of  anger.  He  said  very  little,  but  his 
Avords  were  stinging  and  bitter.  They  told  me 
with  terrible  distinctness  in  Avhat  light  he  re- 
garded my  conduct,  I  Avas  so  horribly  stung  I 
thought  I  hated  him  for  that  moment,  and  flung 
back  his  Avords  Avith  interest.  In  a  fcAV  min- 
utes more  it  Avas  all  over  betAA'een  us,  and  I 
AA'as  going  doAvn  the  room  Avith  a  dizzy  sense 
of  miserable  triumph.  Then  followed  more 
blunders,  I  held  on  my  Avay,  and  before  the 
Avinter  was  out  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
Roy  entrapped  by  Ellinor  Marsh.  Oh,  Bar- 
bara, if  Avomen  do  not  knoAV  men,  neither  do 
men  knoAv  Avomen  !  Here  Avas  I,  ignorant,  de- 
ceived, and  Avillful,  but  honest  and  true  and 
pure-hearted,  spite  of  all ;  and  there  Avas  Ellinor 
Marsh,  Avhom  all  icomen  kncAV  to  be  deceitful  and 
ambitious  and  crafty,  and  neither  honest,  true, 
nor  pure-hearted ;  and  see  hoAv  she  Avon  and  I 
lost.  Oh,  hoAV  bitter  I  grcAV  !  He  did  Avell  to 
talk  to  me  of  Major  Lamsden,  I  said,  savagely. 

"  Well,  in  June  they  Avere  married ;  and  it 
AA^as  in  June,  I  shall  ncA-er  forget  it — not  a 
Aveek  after  this  marriage — that  my  eyes  Avere 
opened,  and  I  saAv  the  meaning  and  the  truth 
of  every  thing.  It  Avas  Harry  Jerauld  Avho 
did  this  kindness  for  me.  I  had  kept  on  in 
the  same  manner  with  Major  Lamsden;  he 
AA-as  like  Ellinor  Marsh  in  one  thing— he  could 
seem  any  thing  he  chose,  and  he  seemed  to 
me  a  gentleman.  But  Harry  came  to  me  one 
day,  and  said  he  had  something  to  tell  me— 
something  he  thouglit  he  ouglit  to  tell  me. 
And,  Barbara,  he  told  me,  witli  the  color  ris- 
ing in  his  fresh  young  face,  how  Major  Lams- 
den had  spoken  of  me  the  night  before  at  a 
gentleman's  party,  in  that  light  and  sneering 


44 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


way  that  Roy  had  warned  me  of.  He  had 
taken  up,  Barbara,  the  simplest  and  most  in- 
nocent jesting  that  had  passed  between  iis, 
and  spoken  of  it,  and  of  me,  in  that  idle  in- 
sinuating manner  which  had  turned  me  and 
my  words  into  a  hateful  travesty  of  the  reali- 
ty; made  me  out  'fast,'  Barbara,  when  I  was 
only  striving  to  be  gay,  and  to  cover  the  trou- 
ble that  I  thought  sometimes  would  kill  me ; 
and  you  know  what  my  gayety  is,  dear,  even 
at. its  most  reckless  height;  you  know  I  never 
could  deserve  that  wretched  unwomanly  repu- 
tation." 

"  Oh  !"  Barbara  gave  this  ejaculation  fierce- 
ly, and  then  gathering  herself  up,  girding  her- 
self, went  on:  "I  know  one  thing,  Dolly,  that 
there  are  men,  yes,  and  women,  who  deserve 
some  punishment  which  has  never  yet  been 
conceived.  I  don't  believe  in  hell,  you  know, 
as  a  general  thing ;  but  I  do  believe  that  there 
is  a  place  where  these  evil-minded,  slimy- 
mouthed  wretches  will  get  their  deserts,  and 
perhaps  get  their  redemption  and  purification 
at  the  same  time." 

At  any  other  moment  Dolly  would  have 
laughed  at  this  characteristic  Barharis?)},  which 
didn't  believe  in  hell  as  a  general  thing,  but 
only  on  special  occasions.  Now,  however,  the 
past  held  her,  and,  scarcely  noticing  the  inter- 
ruption, she  went  on  with  her  story : 

"Before  Harry  left  me  he  laid  bare  this  man's 
character,  and,  unblinded  by  passion,  I  could  be- 
lieve of  Harry  what  I  would  not  of  Roy.  Then 
how  awfully  clear  every  thing  became  to  me ! 
I  could  see  now  how  Roy,  knowing  the  truth  as 
Harry  did,  must  have  been  no  less  amazed  than 
angered  at  my  disregard  of  his  words.  Don't 
you  see  how  he  must  have  misunderstood  me ; 
and  not  only  that,  but  how  humiliated  and  im- 
bittered  he  must  have  been?  Oh,  I  can  see 
now,  Barbara,  how  utterly  mad  I  drove  him ; 
and  in  this  madness  he  married  Ellinor  Marsh. 
It  is  five  years  ago,  Barbara,  but  it  seems  three 
times  that ;  I  feel  so  changed  and  old  when  I 
think  of  it." 

"But,  Dolly,  did  he  never  know  how  he  had 
misunderstood  you  ?" 

"  Ah,  Barbara,  there  is  the  sting  to  this  day. 
I  can  not  tell ;  I  have  never  seen  him  from 
that  time.  He  lives  abroad,  you  know ;  he  is 
the  Paris  partner  of  the  firm." 

"I  would  have  written  him;  I  would  have 
sent  him  word,  and  told  him  all !"'  cried  out  im- 
pulsive Barbara. 

"  Oh  no,  you  wouldn't,  Barbara ;  you  wouldn't 
have  written  to  Ellinor  Marsh's  husband." 

And  impulsive  Barbara  cried  out  again,  "Oh, 
Dolly,  it  was  weak  of  him  to  rush  off  in  that 
reckless  way  into  a  marriage  with  Ellinor 
Marsh!" 

"Yes,  it  was  a  masculine  weakness — one  of 
those  rash  acts  that  strong  men  now  and  then 
curse  their  lives  with.  I  think  when  a  strong 
man  like  Roy  Dallas  loses  himself  for  a  mo- 
ment the  result  is  ten  times  as  disastrous  as 
the  mistakes  of  a  lesser  man." 


"Well,  I'm  glad  of  it,"  cried  Barbara,  spite- 
fully. "I'm  glad  the  great  blundering  creat- 
ures do  get  themselves  into  trouble.  They 
worry  us  enough  to  deserve  almost  any  thing!" 

And  here  Dolly's  sense  of  humor  came  back 
to  her  at  this  irrelevant  turn  of  Barbara's  sym- 
pathy, and  she  laughed  outright. 

"Oh,  Barbara,"  she  cried,  "you  are  so  de- 
liciously  inconsequent  sometimes." 

"Well,  I'm  glad  I  am,"  laughed  Barbara 
back  again.  "Now  we  shall  go  to  bed  in 
smiles  instead  of  tears.  You  look  like  my  dear 
little  yellow-haired  Dolly  now.  A  minute  ago 
your  face  was  so  pinched  and  your  eyes  so  hol- 
low I  didn't  know  you." 

"  One  laugh,  like  a  bucket  of  water,  washes 
away  all  the  past.  How  deep  you  must  think 
me,  Bab!"  satirically. 

"I  know  how  much  your  laugh  goes  for. 
I've  seen  you  and  your  kind  before.  You  don't 
make  much  fuss,  and  you  can  see  the  funny 
side  always;  but  while  you  see  it  your  skeleton 
is  rattling  his  bones  somewhere  out  of  sight.  I 
should  have  some  hopes  of  your  marrying  one 
of  the  five  hundred  good  Mr.  Morrises,  and 
ending  your  life  fat  and  comfortable,  if  you 
weren't  of  this  kind  ;  if  you  cried  your  eyes  out 
once  in  a  while,  like  any  other  rational  girl. 
But  there  !  it's  two  o'clock.  Go  to  bed  ;  find 
the  stairs  now  before  I  turn  the  gas  down. 
The  bedrooms  arc  lighted — you'll  see." 

V. 

It  will  show  how  wise  Mrs.  Barbara  was  in 
her  estimates  Avhen  I  state  that  for  the  rest  of 
Dolly's  visit  that  young  woman  said  no  more 
about  Roy  Dallas.  Down,  down,  into  that 
deep  well  of  hers,  she  dropped  the  dead  past 
and  the  dead  lover.  The  waters  above  reflect- 
ed all  the  bright  things  that  passed,  and  ])eople 
said,  "What  a  gay  creature  Dolly  Brooks  is! 
how  I  wish  I  had  her  spirits  !"  etc.  They  nev- 
er suspected  the  dead  past  and  the  dead  lover 
lying  out  of  sight  under  all  that  brightness. 
They  never  suspected  that  while  Dolly  laughed 
and  jested,  and  made  herself  generally  agreea- 
ble to  all  the  Mr.  Morrises,  and  the  rest  of  his 
sex,  with  that  natural  vivacity  of  hers,  that  she 
was  comparing  every  one  of  them  with  that 
dead  lover — a  comparison  by  which  the  Mr. 
Morrises  and  the  rest  of  his  sex  invariably  lost 
in  her  view. 

She  had  said  truly,  however,  when  she  de- 
clared that  her  wound  was  no  longer  a  stinging 
pain,  but  a  blessed  memory.  So  Roy  Dallas 
himself  was  no  longer  a  living  reality,  but  a 
memory.  He  was  set  in  the  frame  of  her  mind 
like  a  portrait.  Looking  back  upon  this  por- 
trait, this  Saul  among  men,  with  his  strong, 
masculine  traits,  it  was  not  strange  if  she 
should  involuntarily  measure  all  new-comers 
by  this  standard.  Her  tastes  had  been  influ- 
enced, you  see.  Having  looked  upon  the  king, 
it  was  difficult  to  find  excellence  beneath  him. 
Having  listened  to  David's  harp,  how  could  she 
have  patience  with  "  little  tunes 


DOLLY. 


45 


But  after  her  week's^holiday  with  Barbara, 
Dolly  resolutely  put  her  dreams  and  her  mem- 
ories away,  and  went  back  to  her  painting  in 
good  earnest ;  losing  herself,  or  trying  diligent- 
ly to  lose  herself,  in  her  work.  She  had  at 
last  set  up  a  little  studio,  as  some  of  her  believ- 
ing and  admiring  friends  had  long  entreated 
her  to  do.  Plere  she  brought  forth  the  studies 
of  summer  days.  Hints  of  sea,  and  sky,  and 
shore ;  of  fishermen  in  swart  groups  mending 
their  nets  in  the  shadow  of  rocks,  or  scudding 
out  in  shallow  boats  across  the  lapping  tide 
with  all  sails  set ;  of  field,  and  meadow,  and 
open  farm-doors,  glimpsing  ruddy  hearth-fires 
within,  and  sun-burnt  lads  and  lasses  clustered 
without ;  of  mountain  gaps  with  lakes  like 
gems,  or  sun-kissed  radiant  heights  bathed  in 
royal  raiment  of  purple  mist.  These  were 
some  of  the  suggestions  that  she  had  brought 
with  her  from  time  to  time  from  her  summer 
haunts.  They  had  been  lying  idly  in  her  port- 
folio, waiting  for  the  days  when  inclination 
spurred  her  to  the  task  of  elaboration.  Those 
days  had  come,  it  seemed;  for  gradually,  as  the 
spring  advanced,  her  room  began  to  show  evi- 
dence of  her  industry.  Here  and  there  the  sea 
flashed  ajid  foamed  in  refreshing  mimicry  of 
reality,  and  the  swart  fishermen  laughed  up  at 
you  from  under  bent  brims  while  they  mended 
their  nets ;  or  tanned  sweet  fiices,  of  lad  and 
lassie,  glimmered  beneath  low-spreading  branch- 
es ;  or  the  purple  misty  mountains  seemed  to 
beckon  you  to  their  cool  heights. 

One  of  these  well  hung  at  an  artist's  recep- 
tion, another  placed  in  a  popular  picture  deal- 
er's window,  got  much  talked  about,  and  pres- 
ently, as  the  best  result  of  such  talking,  were 
sold  at  good  prices.  Then  came  the  long  sum- 
mer days  again,  when  the  little  studio  was  closed 
and  the  little  artist  was  away  again  in  summer 
haunts,  gathering  other  hints  of  sea  and  shore, 
of  meadow,  mountain,  and  lake.  She  went 
back  to  the  city  this  time  with  great  hopes  of 
herself. 

"I'll  do  better  yet  this  autumn,"  she  said, 
cheerily. 

But  even  when  we  have  laid  down  our  idle- 
ness and  put  our  shoulders  to  the  wheel,  ev- 
ery thing  does  not  move  forward  at  the  pace 
we  planned.  We  have  something  to  do  besides 
to  overcome  idleness  and  procrastination ;  w^e 
have  to  learn  patience,  and  trust,  and  faith.  We 
have  to  wait  God's  time  for  our  work  to  be  ful- 
filled. 

So  now,  while  Dolly  planned  and  was  so  sure 
of  her  planning,  her  plans  were  all  defayed  and 
other  work  was  given  her  to  do.  Instead  of 
painting  out  those  hints  of  summer,  she  was 
bending  over  Aunt  Jo's  sick-bed;  her  only 
companion  in  this  sorrowful  time  the  great  gray 
cat — Major.  It  wasn't  the  delay  of  her  work 
that  tried  Dolly :  it  was  the  anxiety,  the  lone- 
some, uncomforted  fear,  that  nobody  could  ap- 
preciate but  herself ;  for  nobody  quite  knew  what 
Aunt  Jo  and  Dolly  were  to  each  other.  She 
had  no  intimate  friend  but  Barbara,  and  Bar- 


bara was  away.  Acquaintances  she  had  plenty 
—what  the  world  calls  friends ;  but  we  have 
yet  to  make  that  word  synonymous  with  its  real 
meaning  — service.  We  have  yet  to  develop 
that  capacity  for  human  brotherhood  and  sister- 
hood which  Christ  came  on  earth  to  show  us 
the  beauty  of. 

So  all  alone,  then,  as  most  of  us  are  in  our 
great  trials,  Dolly  went  about  her  daily  tasks. 
But  one  day,  when  a  sort  of  bitter  despair 
seized  u})on  her,  one  day  when  she  had  said  to 
herself,  "Has  the  Lord,  too,  forsaken  me?"  a 
friend  suddenly  appeared  to  her.  It  was  Her- 
man Morris.  He  had  but  just  come  back  to 
the  city,  he  told  her,  and  had  just  heard  of  her 
aunt's  illness,  and  he  came  at  once  to  see  if  he 
could  be  of  any  service  to  her ;  for  he  knew  how 
lonely  she  must  be,  with  her  friend,  Mrs.  In- 
galls,  away.  His  kind,  frank  sincerity,  his 
goodness  was  so  apparent  to  Dolly,  that  she  had 
much  ado  to  keep  the  tears  from  coming.  To 
keep  from  making  a  fool  of  herself,  she  told  Mrs. 
Barbara  afterward. 

Certainly  Herman  Morris  had  never  appear- 
ed to  such  advantage  as  now,  and  justly  so. 
He  was  kind,  and  sincere  in  his  kindness.  One 
of  the  people  who  appear  so  at  home  in  house- 
hold life  with  its  small  but  important  details. 
He  seemed  to  anticipate  Dolly's  wants.  There 
were  letters  to  mail,  the  doctor's  prescriptions 
to  carry  to  the  druggist's — a  thousand  and  one 
items  which  Dolly  had  been  obliged  to  rely  for 
performance  upon  various  unreliable  errand- 
boys.  Besides  the  necessary  details  tliere  were 
thoughtful,  gracious  offices  of  courtesy.  Flow- 
ers, when  flowers  were  late  and  rare ;  fruits,  in 
their  early  freshness  and  lustre;  great  golden 
grapes,  with  the  dew  white  upon  them;  and 
peaches,  yet  warm  from  the  sun's  kisses.  Aunt 
Jo's  pale  face  began  to  brighten,  and  her  eyes 
to  lose  something  of  that  weary,  worried  look. 
Dolly  knew  why ;  she  knew  that  it  was  not  for 
these  personal  luxuries  that  Aunt  Jo  was  mend- 
ing, but  for  the  suggestion  of  future  care-taking 
and  protection  for  her  darling.  This  was  what 
was  lifting  the  load  from  Aunt  Jo's  shoulders, 
that  was  taking  the  worry  and  the  weariness 
from  her  eyes,  and  helping  her  to  get  well.  Dol- 
ly thought  of  what  Barbara  had  said — "Aunt 
Jo  wall  be  sure  to  like  Mr.  Morris." 

And  Mr.  Morris  was  worthy  of  any  one's 
liking — of  loving,  indeed;  for  how  kind,  how 
good,  how  tender  he  was!  All  very  well  to 
talk  in  health  of  relying  upon  one's  self— in  high 
moments,  when  trial  and  trouble  is  out  of  sight, 
to  hold  forth  in  that  self-confident  manner  she 
had  used  with  Barbara.  No  person  could  com- 
bine every  thing;  and  what  could  be  more 
needful,  more  lovable,  in  the  long-run  of  actu- 
al life,  than  the  qualities  that  Mr.  Morris  had 
disclosed  ? 

This  was  the  way  Dolly  talked  to  herself 
now.  Dolly  had  been  through  various  dangers 
—had  had  her  great  and  small  temptations: 
but  I  don't  think  she  had  ever  been  in  such 
deadly  peril  as  at  present.  It  Avas  the  old  peril 
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wherein  so  many  women  have  been  shipwrecked 
— that  peril  of  endeavoring  to  "  drive  liking  to 
the  name  of  love" — of  endeavoring  to  persuade 
one's  self  that  love  is  a  persuadable  emotion ; 
that  gratitude  and  the  recognition  and  ap- 
proval of  fine  moral  qualities  are  the  safest 
foundations  for  union ;  that  this  gratitude  and 
these  qualities  will  beget  love  indeed.  Henry 
Holbeach,  one  of  England's  most  subtle  think- 
ers, says:  "Now,  what  in  Heaven's  name  has 
the  '  bloom  of  3^oung  desire  and  the  purple  light 
of  love'  to  do  with  gratitude  ?"  What,  indeed  ? 
High  moral  qualities  are  certainly  desirable  and 
necessary  in  a  marriage  union ;  but  without 
that  natural  indefinable  drawing  together,  that 
subtle  attraction  which  is  the  forerunner  of  the 
"purple  light,"  if  not  the  light  itself,  all  the 
high  moral  qualities  in  the  world  will  not  avail 
to  make  a  marriage  the  divine  covenant  of 
sold  and  body  which  it  is  meant  to  be.  There 
are  ditferent  chemical  properties,  equally  pure 
and  fine  in  themselves,  which  will  never  com- 
bine; so  two  opposite  souls,  cast  in  different 
moulds,  will  not — because  they  are  not  meant 
to — harmonize  together. 

Dolly,  who  was  philosopher  enough  to  have 
solved  all  this  problem  long  ago,  was  yet  at  this 
crisis  so  thrown  off  her  usual  healthy  mental 
balance  by  the  depressing  circumstances  which 
encompassed  her  that  she  could  scarcely  be 
called  in  a  normal  condition.  But  it  is  in  these 
abnormal  conditions  that  persons  oftenest  wreck 
their  lives.  So  Dolly  now  was  going  in  a  head- 
long manner  to  wreck  hers. 

VI. 

It  is  a  dark,  soft,  still,  rainy  evening ;  one  of 
those  evenings  when  one  feels  the  need  of  human 
companionship,  if  ever ;  and  Dolly  sits  in  the  lit- 
tle parlor  and  listens  to  Aunt  J o's  light  breathing 
in  the  room  beyond,  and  waits  for  Mr.  Morris's 
expected  step.  She  has  made  up  her  mind,  and 
tries  to  think  that  the  flutter  she  is  in  is  the  glad 
flutter  of  eager  expectation.  So  Dolly  befools 
herself.  Drip,  drip,  goes  the  rain  without,  and 
tick,  tick,  the  little  yellow-faced  clock  within. 
Major  upon  the  hearth  by  the  October  wood 
fire  is  furbishing  himself  up  for  company.  Dol- 
ly hasn't  thought  of  that !  Does  she  remember 
v/hen  she  used  to  stand  before  the  glass  half  an 
hour,  trying  to  decide  whether  blue  or  apple- 
green  breast-knots  were  the  most  becoming 
when  Roy  Dallas  was  to  be  her  guest?  But 
Dolly  has  nothing  to  do  Avith  the  past  now.  She 
has  done  with  every  thing  but  the  present — the 
present  and  Herman  Morris.  And  there  h-e 
comes  now  down  the  pavement.  He  looks  up 
and  sees  Dolly  at  the  dimly -lighted  windoAv, 
and  raises  his  hat  to  her.  As  he  enters  her 
presence  he  feels,  without  knowing  why,  the 
atmosphere  of  her  thought.  He  feels  that  she 
is  nearer  to  him,  and  his  hand  lingers  over  hers, 
and  he  then  and  there  makes  up  his  mind  to 
speak  that  very  night,  as  Dolly  has  made  up 
her  mind  to  listen.  What  can  save  Dolly  now  ? 
Nothing  but  a  miracle.    But  are  the  thousand 


and  one  apparently  small  circumstances  which 
come  between  us  and  any  decisive  action,  which 
avert  action  indeed,  miracles  ?  One  of  these 
small  circumstances  delays  our  projected  pleas- 
ure ;  then  we  inveigh  against  it  as  accident, 
unkind  fate  ;  again  the  circumstance  stands  in 
the  way  of  a  plan  that  would  have  destroyed  us  ; 
then  we  thank  Heaven,  and  speak  of  the  inter- 
position of  Providence. 

But  to  go  back  to  Dolly. 

The  flutter  she  is  in  does  not  seem  to  abate 
with  Mr.  Morris's  arrival.  She  takes  up  her 
little  pocket  sketch-book,  and  turns  over  the 
leaves  to  steady  herself,  to  get  relief  from  a 
growing  embarrassment  and  trepidation.  All 
the  time  Mr.  Morris's  eyes  are  following  her 
movements.  As  her  trepidation  increases  he 
seems  to  gain  coolness  and  self-poise.  As  she 
turns  and  re-turns  the  leaves  of  the  little  book 
he  bends  forward  with  a  smile  upon  his  face. 

"Dolly!" 

Dolly  starts  as  if  somebody  had  struck  her 
at  the  new  tone  in  his  voice.  It  is  the  tone  of 
a  claim,  of  possession  already.  And  he-  had 
never  called  her  Dolly  before  !  As  she  starts 
her  book  drops.  A  little  thing,  but  the  brass 
clamps  and  clasps  give  it  weight,  and  produce 
an  explosive  noise  in  falling.  And  at  this  noise 
Aunt  Jo  wakes  from  her  slumber,  and  calls  out 
in  a  quick,  frightened  voice  from  the  room  be- 
yond, 

"Dolly!  Dolly!" 

And  Dolly  springs  up  and  obeys  that  call 
with  the  most  lively  alacrity.  Aunt  Jo  had 
been  dreaming,  and  the  sudden  awaking  by  the 
sudden  noise  had  set  her  heart  beating.  If 
Dolly  woidd  hand  her  her  bottle  of  smelling- 
salts  from  the  window-seat  she  should  be  all 
right  in  a  moment.  Dolly  fumbles  for  the 
smelling-salts  in  the  semi-darkness,  and  tips 
them  out  of  the  window,  which  is  standing 
slightly  open  for  air. 

"  But,  never  mind.  Aunt  Jo  !"  she  cries  out, 
gayly.  "I'll  run  and  get  mine.  I've  got  a 
gorgeous  one  I  never  use,  you  know. " 

While  Aunt  Jo  laments  the  destruction  of 
her  little  old  bottle,  and  wonders  at  Dolly's 
clumsiness,  Dolly  flies  to  her  room.  She  turns 
over  boxes  and  baskets  and  drawers  in  a  vain 
search.  Dolly's  things  have  a  way  of  getting 
lost,  and  Dolly  has  a  very  foolish  way  of  losing 
them  still  more  by  her  rummaging  manner  of 
hunting  for  them.  Well,  she  gets  things  into 
an  awful  muss,  and  then  she  bethinks  her  of 
one  more  place — it  is  the  "  Catch-all,"  one  of 
those  p?etty  worsted-worked  gimcracks  which 
ladies  potter  over  for  weeks  and  weeks,  and 
then  hang  up  as  a  receptacle  for  dust  mostly, 
and  any  other  odds  and  ends  that  lie  about. 
Dolly  thrusts  her  hand  in,  and  pulls  out  a  quan- 
tity of  rubbish — papers,  bills,  hair-pins,  empty 
spools,  and  what  not — but  no  vinaigrette.  Im- 
patient, she  unhooks  the  thing  from  the  wall, 
and  shakes  it  violently  upside  down  upon  the 
bed.  Out  rolls  the  bottle  at  last.  But  what 
else  comes  with  it  ? 


DOLLY. 


Somebody's  picture.  4 Whose  can  it  be? 
Whose  indeed  ?  Whose  eyes  are  those  gazing 
straight  back  into  hers  ?  Whose  strong,  firm 
mouth  is  that  curving  away  like  the  Athenian 
Jove's  above  the  square-cut  chin  ?  A  look  half 
of  fright  passes  over  Dolly's  face.  She  forgets 
all  about  the  vinaigrette  as  she  lifts  the  photo- 
graph to  nearer  view.  The  photograph  which 
she  thought  she  had  sent  back  five  years  ago 
with  all  other  mementos  and  keepsakes.  And 
how  came  it  here,  this  photograph  of  Royal 
Dallas?  By  what  strange  oversight  had  she 
missed  it  five  years  since  to  find  it  now  ? 

A  look  half  of  fright  upon  her  face,  for  it 
seems  to  Dolly  almost  like  a  presence — a  pres- 
ence which  recalls  her  to  herself,  to  that  real 
self  she  has  been  trying  to  overcome,  to  put 
away,  like  a  garment  which  hard  times  have 
made  too  costly  for  use.  But  now  Dolly  sees 
that  the  garment  of  her  real  nature,  costly  though 
it  be  in  the  wear  and  tear  of  the  struggle  of  her 
present  life,  can  not  be  put  away  so  easily.  She 
sees  that,  by  nature,  and  in  the  education  of 
this  nature,  by  associations,  that  Herman  Mor- 
ris and  she  are  very  far  apart,  and  that  the  ef- 
fort to  assimilate  herself  to  him  is  to  make  a 
moral  and  a  mental  suicide.  All  this  Dolly 
feels  with  a  new  sensation  of  freshness,  a  sud- 
den rush  of  emotion  and  conviction,  as  she  meets 
those  photographed  eyes,  as  she  reviews  that 
strong  face  once  more.  She  sees  with  certain- 
ty now  that  it  is  only  a  man  of  this  type  that 
can  at  once  strike  soul  and  sense,  blood  and 
brain.  Not  this  man,  "  not  you,  Roy  Dallas," 
she  says  to  herself,  then  and  there — "for  I  have 
given  you  up  ;  you  are  dead  and  buried  to  me — 
but  of  your  kind." 

A  minute  more  and  she  goes  back  to  Aunt 
Jo — to  Mr.  Morris.  The  same  Dolly  to  all  out- 
ward appearance  that  left  them.  But  Avhen 
she  sits  down  before  her  guest  again  in  the  lit- 
tle parlor,  all  her  embarrassment  gone,  all  her 
old  natural  ease  come  back,  kind,  but  with  a 
little  absent  look  in  her  eyes — eyes  that  now 
meet  his  with  a  straight,  unmoved  steadiness — 
Mr.  Morris  finds  that  he  can  not  speak  just  now 
— that  the  good  minute  has  gone.  He  is  disap- 
pointed, but  he  is  not  fanciful,  so  he  doesn't 
think  any  thing  is  amiss.  "Next  time  it  will 
all  come  right,"  he  says  to  himself.  Dolly 
turns  from  the  door  as  he  bids  her  good-night, 
and  draws  a  long  breath  of  relief,  as  one  does 
after  a  danger  has  passed  by. 

Whatever  another  mav  think,  Dollv  looked 
npon  what  had  just  transpired  as  a  miracle, 
from  Aunt  Jo's  call  to  the  necessity  which  had 
sent  her  on  that  errand  that  had  resulted  in 
bringing  her  face  to  face  with  the  most  vital 
reality  of  her  life ;  face  to  face  with  a  truth 
that  was  to  save  her  from  life-long  falsehood. 
Is  this  what  that  pictured  semblance  of  Roy 
Dallas  had  been  in  hiding  all  these  years  for  ? 
She  had  an  odd  feeling  as  if  she  had  been  haunt- 
ed as  she  asked  herself  this  question.  It  was  a 
miracle  from  end  to  end,  a  mysterious  inter- 
position of  Providence,  was  Dolly's  Avinding  up 
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of  the  whole  matter.  "  Not  this  man,  not  Roy 
Dallas,"  she  had  said  then  and  there  as  she 
looked  at  his  picture.  Yet  it  is  verv  certain 
that  "this  man,"  that  Roy  Dallas,  was  a  cen- 
tral figure  in  her  mind  just  now,  that  for  the 
next  few  days  his  image,  his  very  presence 
seemed  to  be  continually  before  her  and  with 
her.  Under  this  tenacious  spell  a  new  possibil- 
ity occurred  to  her  as  explanation.  He  might 
be  dead  or  dying,  and  this  was  one  of  those 
singular  impressions  of  memory  that  seem  to 
have  something  clairvoyant  in  it.  A  cold  fear 
clutched  her  heart  at  this.  She  had  said  that 
he  was  dead  to  her  long  ago;  but  the  actual 
possibility  affected  her  as  actual  things  are  apt 
to  affect  such  temperaments,  "Dead,  dead, 
dead ! "  She  said  it  over  and  over  till  the  word 
tolled  like  a  funeral  bell  in  her  ear. 

In  this  time  Aunt  Jo  was  mending  rapidly, 
and  Mr.  ]\Iorris  still  continued  his  visits.  But 
he  had  found  no  opportunity  to  speak  as  he  de- 
sired. Dolly  was  very  for  from  him  now.  You 
might  almost  saj  that  she  had  forgotten  him, 
so  occupied  was  her  mind  with  one  persistent 
thought. 

VII. 

At  length  there  comes  a  day  when  she  feels 
that  she  can  endure  the  uncertainty  of  this 
thought  no  longer.  If  Harry  Jerauld  were  in 
town  he  might  be  able  to  give  her  some  definite 
intelligence — to  tell  her  whether  she  was  haunt- 
ed by  the  dead  or  the  living.  She  had  lost 
sight  of  Harry  a  good  deal  in  these  last  few 
years ;  but  she  knew  his  office  address,  and  it 
would  be  an  easy  matter  to  write  and  ask  him 
to  come  and  see  her.  She  acted  upon  the  im- 
pulse, and  wrote  at  once.  If  it  reached  him 
she  knew  she  might  expect  to  see  him  at  any 
moment.  A  fluttering  pulse  of  expectation 
throbbed  all  day.  At  sunset  she  looked  out 
upon  the  blue  October  sky,  at  the  bluer  glimpse 
of  river  and  bay,  at  the  reddening,  yellowing 
maples  in  the  Square,  and  thought  with  a  thrill 
that  it  was  just  such  a  night  as  this  that  she 
had  waited  for  Roy  Dallas  for  the  last  time. 
Perhaps  it  was  this  thought  that  increased  that 
strained  sense  of  expectancy  that  shook  her 
Avith  a  nervous  dread  which  seemed  to  her  a 
presage  of  impending  fate.  "  He  is  dead,  Roy 
Dallas  is  dead  ;  this  is  what  is  coming  to  me," 
she  said  aloud.  And  as  she  spoke  the  door- 
bell rang  a  quick,  imperative  summons.  Ah, 
here  was  Harry  Jerauld ;  now  she  would  know 
the  truth.  Her  heart  beat,  and  a  mist  swam 
before  her  eyes  as  she  went  forward  to  admit 
him.  She  opened  the  door  with  a  welcome 
upon  her  lips,  spite  of  her  agitation,  for  it  was 
very  kind  in  him  to  be  so  prompt.  She  opened 
the  door  for  Harry  Jerauld.  It  was  Roy  Dal- 
las who  stood  before  her !  Roy  Dallas,  or  was 
it  his  gliost  come  from  that  world  whence  he 
had  gone?  A  moment  she  stood,  dazed  and 
speechless,  a  thousand  wild,  confusing  fancies 
whirling  througli  her  brain.  A  moment,  and 
then  a  firm,  manly  voice  was  breaking  the  si- 
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lence  in  the  most  ordinary  of  commonplaces. 
A  moment  more,  and  they  tAvo,  with  five  years 
of  mistake  and  misdoing,  of  bitter  regret  and 
anguish  between  them,  were  sitting  before  each 
other,  exchanging  civilities  like  the  merest  ac- 
quaintances. This  was  no  ghostly  visitor ;  but 
Dolly  pinched  herself  to  see  if  she  were  awake. 

To  meet  Roy  Dallas,  the  hero  of  the  great 
tragedy  of  her  life,  in  this  manner  seemed  false 
and  unnatural.  But  it  was,  after  all,  natural. 
The  external  forms  of  daily  life  obtain  in  the 
most  critical  moments  ;  and  interviews  that  we 
have  planned  in  the  heat  of  emotion  would  be 
impossible  in  first  moments  of  meeting  after  es- 
trangement and  long  absence.  Besides,  think 
of  the  gulf  between  them !  Dolly  thought  of 
it,  and  asked  coldly  but  gently  for  his  wife. 
Then  the  ice  of  the  gulf  broke  up. 

"  My  wife — you  don't  know  ?  Dolly,  do  you 
think  I  would  come  here  if  I  had  not  come  to 
ask  your  pardon  for  the  wrong  I  did  you  in  the 
past  ?  And  do  you  think  I  would  come  if  I 
had  not  come  free  ?" 

"Your  wife  is  dead  ?"  she  asked,  trembling. 

"No,  not  dead,"  with  bitterness  and  shame 
and  shrinking  in  his  tone.  "Not  dead.  I 
thought  you  must  have  known.  It's  a  year-old 
story,  worn  and  threadbare  in  some  circles. 
Dolly,  five  years  ago  I  misunderstood  a  woman 
whose  heart  and  mind  were  pure  gold.  It  was 
but  consistent,  on  the  other  hand,  that  I  should 
take  the  counterfeit  for  the  real  metal,  in  my 
masculine  ignorance  and  blindness.  I  took  the 
counterfeit,  and  I  took  with  it  my  humiliation 
and  my  punishment ;  and  I  took  it  silently,  and 
held  my  peace  until  I  could  hold  it  no  longer 
— until  she  who  had  borne  my  name  and  lived 
under  my  roof  left  both  for  another.  No,  I 
have  no  wife,"  he  suddenly  concluded,  with  that 
swift  abruptness  which  characterizes  strong  men 
sometimes  in  bitter  moments. 

There  came  a  pause  here  which  Dolly  could 
not  break.  Her  heart  was  in  a  great  tumult ; 
but  she  sat  before  him  cold  and  white  and  still, 
like  a  marble  image  of  the  Dolly  he  had  known. 
As  he  looked  at  her  a  heavy  sigh  tore  up  from 
his  heart,  and  was  smothered  at  his  lips.  His 
voice  had  changed  a  little  from  its  strong  tones 
when  he  spoke  again. 

"Dolly,"  he  said,  "I  had  no  right  to  hope 
that  you  could  forgive  the  insult  I  cast  upon 
you  by  my  misunderstanding.  I  insulted  you  by 
that,  and  by  my  marriage  with  Ellinor  Marsh. 
But  I  very  soon  saw  how  I  had  blundered — my 
madness  was  short-lived  ;  for  it  was  madness — 
sheer,  unreasoning  madness — that  drove  me  out 
of  myself." 

"  And  I  too,  Roy — I  blundered  too.  I  mis- 
judged you  as  well,"  Dolly  broke  in,  eagerly. 
I  was  so  vain  and  foolish,  you  don't  know ;  I 
put  such  a  low  motive  for  your  feeling  against 
Major  Lamsden." 

He  shook  his  head,  half  smiling.  "Yes,  I 
know  all  that;  but  that  was  your  very  inno- 
cence, your  ignorance  of  ill.  I  don't  lay  that 
up  against  you,  Dolly." 


The  half  smile  was  a  quick,  low  laugh  here, 
and  Dolly  caught  her  breath  to  hear  it ;  it  was 
so  like  the  old-time  Dallas,  and  so  like  the  old 
time  itself. 

"But  how  did  you  find  out  the  truth,  Roy? 
How  did  you  discover  that  I  was  ignorant  and 
foolish,  instead  of  wild  and  wicked  ?" 

He  laughed  again.  "How  did  I  find  out 
that  you  were  ignorant  and  foolish?"  Then 
his  fiice  changed  as  he  went  on.  "I  had  a 
long  time  to  think,  Dolly — a  long,  miserable 
time,  and  a  terrible  opportunity  to  draw  con- 
trasts. It  did  not  take  me  long  to  see  how 
things  were,  however ;  and  then  Harry  Jerauld 
told  me  of  his  cohversation  with  you,  whicli 
only  confirmed  my  own  conclusion." 

"  Ah,  I'm  glad  you  had  a  true  instinct  of  me 
before  Harry  Jerauld  told  you!"  cried  Dolly, 
with  a  brisk  emphasis  that  was  so  like  Dolly. 

Roy  Dallas  brightened  as  he  caught  it.  Per- 
haps he  thought,  as  Dolly  had  thought,  that  it 
was  so  like  the  old-time  Dolly,  and  so  like  the 
old  time  itself ;  for  with  the  work  and  worry  of 
the  past  few  weeks  upon  her,  Dolly  seemed  a 
very  subdued  and  saddened  Dolly,  like,  yet  un- 
like, the  Dolly  he  had  known,  yet  like  nobody 
else  in  all  the  wide  world. 

"  Did  I  kill  her  love  for  me  five  years  ago, 
when  I  acted  so  like  an  outrageous  brute  to- 
ward her  ?"  he  questioned  himself,  looking  at 
her  wistfully. 

"Did  he  come  here  to-night  to  absolve  him- 
self of  a  sin  merely?"  Dolly  thought  at  the 
same  time. 

She  was  soon  to  find  out  what  he  came  for. 
There  was  a  little  pause,  a  little  space  of  silence 
wherein  Roy  Dallas  felt  that  he  had  come  over 
the  seas  on  a  fruitless  errand,  wherein  Dolly 
felt  all  sure  foundations  were  slipping  from  be- 
neath her  feet,  and  then  Dallas  was  breaking 
the  silence,  was  telling  her  what  had  brought 
him  to  her  door. 

"It  is  just  a  fortnight  to-night — it  was  the 
15th  of  October,  I  remember,  for  I  made  a  note 
of  it — that  as  I  sat  writing  letters  in  my  room, 
my  mind  was  suddenly  withdraAvn  from  my 
work,  and  reverted  to  you  in  the  most  inexplica- 
ble manner.  I  tell  you  frankly  that  I  tried  res- 
olutely to  banish  all  such  thoughts,  and  turn  to 
my  letters.  But  it  was  of  no  use.  At  last, 
like  St.  John  Rivers,  I  gave  myself  up  for  a 
brief  time  to  what  I  could  not  resist.  Pushing 
back  my  papers,  I  dropped  my  head  into  my 
hand,  and  yielded  to  my  fancies.  In  a  mo- 
ment I  had  dropped  asleep.  And  here  you  ap- 
peared to  me  more  vividly  than  in  waking. 
Dolly,  I  saw  a  room  like  this,  and  I  saw  you  in 
it,  but  not  alone.  There  was  some  one  else 
present,  some  man  whose  face  was  turned  from 
me  ;  but  I  shuddered  as  I  watched  his  bending 
head  ;  for  in  his  presence  there  seemed  to  be 
some  fatal  danger  to  you  —  some  threatened 
doom  which  each  moment  made  more  immi- 
nent. I  tried  to  call  out  to  you,  but  my  lips 
were  dumb.  And  then  I  lost  sight  of  you,  to 
find  you  again  elsewhere — in  some  other  apart- 
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ment.  You  were  movir^  about  restlessly  in 
some  hurried  search,  and  you  were  now  alone, 
but  I  felt  that  the  danger  still  waited  for  you — 
that  it  was  only  a  matter  of  time,  unless  I  could 
in  some  manner  avert  it.  Again  I  tried  to 
call,  but  with  no  success.  I  could  make  no 
sound,  and  the  moments  flew  by,  it  seemed  to 
me  hurrying  you  to  your  destruction,  and  I  was 
impotent  to  saA^e.  In  the  agony  which  this  con- 
viction brought  to  me  I  did  what  many  a  Avretch- 
ed  man  has  done  in  extreme  moments  when  his 
OAvn  impotency  has  been  made  manifest  to  him 
— I  cried  to  God  to  save  my  darling  whom  I 
could  not  save.  Dolly,  I  never  knew  what  it 
was  to  feel  the  swaying  and  lifting  of  the  soul 
by  prayer  before ;  but  tliere  in  my  dream  I 
seemed  to  feel  the  arm  of  the  Almighty,  and  to 
be  lifted  up  out  of  myself  and  my  fears.  I 
woke  with  a  strange  sense  of  rest  and  relief, 
yet  with  an  imperative  need.  I  must  come  to 
America.  I  must  see  my  darling — my  darling 
whom  I  felt  sure  the  Lord  had  saved  from 
some  deadly  peril — my  darling,  as  this  proves, 
in  whose  welfare  my  own  is  inextricably  in- 
volved, even  though  she  turn  away  from  me." 

He  rose  as  he  said  these  words,  and  came 
forward  with  the  old  flush  across  his  cheeks, 
the  old  light  in  his  eyes.  And  Dolly  did  not 
uirn  away  from  him.  His  darling  indeed ! 
Better  than  he  she  knew  how  involved  their 
lives  must  be,  she  who  held  the  counterpart  of 
this  strange  experience,  which  proved  it  a  truth 
beyond  human  doubting  as  beyond  human  solv- 
ing. Better  than  he  she  knew  in  that  moment ; 
but  a  moment  later,  listening  to  her  story,  he 
too  knew  how  close  the  bond  between  them, 
and  that  he  had  come  over  the  seas  not  upon 


a  fruitless  errand,  but  to  claim  his  own— his 
darling  whom  the  Lord  had  saved. 

VIII. 

"But  it's  uncanny  — it  makes  me  creep," 
commented  Mrs.  Barbara  when  she  came  home 
to  hear  the  story.  "  It  reminds  me  of  the  old 
Douglass  couplet : 

♦  Through  field  and  flood,  by  dyke  and  stone, 
The  Douglass  comes  to  claim  hie  own.' 

Roy  Dallas  belongs  to  the  old  Douglass  clan,  it 
is  certain.  But,  Dolly,  this  black  ])ouglass  'of 
yours  is  not  nearly  so  pleasant-tempered  a  per- 
son as  Mr.  Morris.  Herman  Mon-is  would  have 
smoothed  out  every  wrinkle  and  brushed  every 
pebble  from  your  daily  path.  Roy  Dallas  Avill 
go  straight  over  them,  and  never  see  them  un- 
less you  cry  out." 

Dolly  laughed  exultantly. 

"  That's  the  best  of  it,  Barbara.  '  The  heav- 
ens are  large,' you  know;  he  doesn't  see  small 
clouds.  Ah,  Bab,  don't  you  see  that's  part  of 
the  whole  which  I  like  so  much  ?  It's  a  large 
nature,  the  real  masculine  nature,  which  doesn't 
potter  over  details.  If  he  stops  to  help  me 
Avhen  I  cry  out  over  the  wrinkles  and  the  peb- 
bles, what  can  I  ask  more  ?" 

"You're  sure  he'll  stop?" 

"I'm  sure  he'll  stop.  It  is  the  manliest 
men  Avho  are  the  tenderest  always." 

"So  it  is,  you  dear,  wise  little  thing!  Ah, 
Doll}',  so  wise  to  know  yourself,  and  be  brave 
enough  to  stand  alone  rather  than  take  any 
thing  less  than  your  very  OAvn !  It's  a  sermon, 
Dolly,  the  whole  thing — a  sermon  for  all  m  o- 
men,  and" — here  Mrs.  Barbara's  bright  eyes 
twinkled — "  a  lesson  to  match-makers  I" 
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MUCH  has  been  said  of  late  in  the  journals 
of  both  our  country  and  England  on  this 
engrossing  topic,  and  though  the  statements 
daily  made  and  re-made  have  been  tolerably 
correct,  the  instances  in  which  mistakes — often 
of  a  glaring  nature — have  accomj)anied  tliera 
have  justified  the  writer  in  believing  that,  from 
the  unequaled  facilities  he  has  had  for  judging, 
he  can  offer  a  narrative  somewhat  nearer  the 
truth.  It  was  his  good  fortune  to  accomjiany, 
as  their  secretary,  the  little  party  who  so  dar- 
ingly met  the  enemy  on  their  own  vantage- 
ground,  and  he  hence  feels  hopeful  that  he  can 
at  least  put  the  story  in  the  light  in  Avhich  it 
is  regarded  by  the  actors  themselves,  however 
parfial  that  may  be. 

A  brief  recapitulation  of  the  history  of  row- 
ing in  the  two  universities  in  question  will  not 
be  out  of  place  here. 

Oxford  has  met  Cambridge  in  friendly  strug- 
gle, in  eight-oared  boats  alone,  during  the  last 
forty  years,  twenty-six  times,  and  in  these  she 
has  sixteen  times  crossed  the  line  a  wirmer. 
And  of  six  more  meetings,  not  strictly  annual. 
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she  has  four  times  won  the  prize.  Twenty-four 
years  ago,  in  1845,  this  very  course  from  Put- 
ney to  Mortlake  was  for  the  first  time  the  scene 
of  the  contest,  and  then  Cambridge  was  first  at 
the  score.  Never  but  once,  and  then  in  1829, 
was  a  shorter  distance  rowed  over,  and  that  year 
it  was  the  Henley  track,  of  less  than  a  mile  and 
a  half  in  length.  Of  the  511  men  who  have  had 
the  honor  of  a  thwart  in  their  "  'Varsity"  boat, 
a  boon  often  dearer  to  them  than  even  a  "  Dou- 
ble First"  in  scholarship,  many  have  been  well 
known  in  after-life ;  and  Oxford  knew  no  fitter 
honor  for  one  of  them — one  Avho,  in  being  Cap- 
tain of  the  'Varsity  crew,  and  a  winning  stroke 
at  that — in  being  Captain  of  the  University 
Eleven  at  cricket,  and  in  taking  a  Double 
First  (the  highest  honor  in  both  the  Mathe- 
matical and  Classical  Departments),  has  made 
himself  thrice  justly  famous — than  to  elect  him 
her  umpire  and  representative  in  this  last  and 
most  important  of  her  naval  battles.  I  need 
only  give  his  name  :  Thomas  Hughes. 

On  the  other  hand.  Harvard,  though  blessed 
with  a  boat  club  so  long  ago  as  ISllr,  met  her 
sister  institution,  Yale,  for  the  first  time  so  late 
as  1852 ;  and  warm  was  the  welcome  she  gave 
her  men  on  a  bright  summer  afternoon  of  that 
year,  Avhen  they  showed  themselves  in  advance 
at  the  finish  on  beautiful  Lake  Winnipiseogee. 
Since  that  day  they  have  backed  up  to  the  line 
together  twelve  times,  and  at  the  end  Harvard 
has  led  in  eight,  or,  if  the  regularly  arranged 
inter-collegiate  regattas  alone  are  mentioned, 
out  of  eleven  in  all,  she  has  won  seven.  So, 
though  the  discrepancy  in  the  records  of  the 
English  universities  is  great,  it  is  larger  yet  in 
our  own. 

Here,  then,  were  the  winners  of  the  most  im- 
portant gentlemanly  athletic  matches  in  both 
countries,  often  eying  each  other,  and  each 
hoping  that  the  other  would  first  throw  down 
the  gauntlet,  that  they  might  show  how  quickly 
they  would  take  it  up.  "Why  hesitate  longer  ? 
Why  not  lead  off?"  says  the  younger  ;  and  cast- 
ing about  for  an  opportunity,  she  found  it  in  the 
International  Regattas  in  connection  with  the 
Paris  Exposition,  thrown  open  to  all  the  world, 
in  the  middle  of  June,  1867.  Oxford  would 
surely  be  there,  most  likely  Cambridge.  The 
London  Rowing  Club  had  entered  the  cham- 
pion amateurs  of  England ;  France  was  to  be 
represented  ;  so  was  Holland  and  Germany ; 
and,  last  in  the  estimation  of  the  knowing  ones, 
though  first  in  the  race,  the  champion  rowers 
of  the  world,  the  St.  John  crew  of  New  Bruns- 
wick. Well,  the  effort  was  made,  and  only  be- 
cause out  of  eight  necessary  to  man  her  boat 
she  could  muster  but  seven  whom  she  could 
justly  deem  competent  to  represent  her,  Har- 
vard was  forced  reluctantly  to  remain  at  home. 

In  1868  the  question  came  up  again.  Har- 
vard had  her  fastest  team,  why  not  use  it  now  ? 
A  correspondence  was  opened  for  a  direct  match 
with  Oxford  on  English  waters,  and  after  a  prop- 
osition to  meet  them  on  the  river  Ouse  at  King's 
Lynn  was  made  and  declined,  because  Oxford 


would  not  row  without  a  coxswain,  nor  permit 
Harvard  to,  a  challenge  was  sent  to  row  a  race 
with  coxswains — but  not  till  over  a  year  later — 
that  is,  in  the  summer  of  1869.  This  too  was 
declined,  because  this  year's  crew  could  not 
vouch  for  what  that  of  next  might  do.  So 
negotiations  were  dropped,  apparently  with  lit- 
tle prospect  of  being  soon  reopened.  Last 
spring,  however,  the  Captain,  Mr.  Simmons, 
thought  that  he  had  men  in  Messrs.  Rice  and 
Bass  quite  fit  to  pull  the  midship  oars,  if  Mr, 
Loring,  the  stroke  of  the  crew  of  1867,  who  had 
not  intended  to  row  this  year,  would  change  his 
mind  ;  and  the  latter  consenting  to  do  this,  the 
following  cartel  was  at  once  forwarded  to  En- 
gland ; 

Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  April  6, 1869. 
To  the  President  of  tlie  Oxford  University  Boat  Chili: 

The  uudersigned,  in  behalf  of  the  Harvard  Univers- 
ity Boat  Club,  hereby  challenges  the  Oxford  University 
Boat  Club  to  row  a  race  in  outrigger  boats  from  Put- 
ney to  Mortlake,  some  time  between  the  middle  of 
August  and  the  1st  of  Sei)tember,  1869,  each  boat  to 
carry  four  rowers  and  a  coxswain.  The  exact  time  to 
be  agreed  upon  at  a  meeting  of  the  crews.  This  chal- 
lenge to  remain  open  for  acceptance  one  week  after 
date  of  reception, 

William  H,  Simmons,  Capt.  H.  U.  B.  C. 

It  will  be  observed  that  by  the  terms  of  this 
letter  not  an  eight-oared  contest  was  request- 
ed, as  in  the  previous  cases,  but  a  four ;  and  as 
Oxford  had  about  2000  students  and  Cambridge 
2500  from  whom  to  cull  eight,  while  Harvard 
could  boast  of  but  1100,  the  latter  clearly  lost 
"nothing  by  the  change.  The  place  of  meeting 
was  one  with  which  the  English  were  intimately 
acquainted,  while  entirely  new  to  our  men  ;  so 
was  the  fashion  of  steering,  namely,  by  carry- 
ing a  coxswain.  But  why  yield  points  so  vital  ? 
Because  without  them  there  could  be  no  match. 
Last  year's  interviews  had  proved  this.  Was  a 
match  at  present,  then,  so  desirable,  and  would 
not  the  English  be  inclined  to  yield  in  a  few 
years  ?  Scarcely  the  latter,  judging  from  their 
constitutional  fondness  for  precedents  and  dis- 
like of  innovations.  And  as  to  the  former,  this 
was  plain,  that  Messrs.  Simmons  and  Loring, 
when  in  their  best  condition,  could  better  rep- 
resent their  university  than  any  other  two  she 
had  perhaps  ever  had  or  was  likely  soon  to  have ; 
and  as  they  were  graduating  this  year,  their 
services  must  be  had  now  or  never. 

So  the  challenge  was  forwarded ;  and  as  it 
could  hardly  be  regarded  as  any  thing  short  of 
a  slight  to  confine  it  to  Oxford  alone,  and,  more- 
over, as  Harvard  would  not  be  likely  to  injure 
her  chances  by  asking  in  a  crew  picked  from 
one  already  beaten  by  the  latter,  a  like  invita- 
tion was  at  the  same  time  mailed  to  Cambridge. 

Promptly  came  Oxford's  ready  acceptance. 
More  tardy  was  the  word  from  Cambridge,  and 
at  the  best  it  amounted  to  but  a  conditional  ac- 
ceptance. She  hoped  she  could  raise  a  crew, 
but,  having  lost  some  of  her  best  men,  doubted 
it,  and  would  like  to  await  the  result  of  her 
spring  races.  Of  course  this  was  granted. 
But  never  till  after  our  men  actually  arrived  in 
England  did  further  word  come,  and  then,  that 
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the  challenge  came  late,  her  crew  was  more  or 
less  broken  up,  and  she  must  decline.  Her 
representative  was  told  that  it  seemed  to  us  re- 
markably strange  that  a  challenge  arriving  two 
months  before  the  close  of  her  term  should  be 
called  late  ;  and  yet  more  so,  that  out  of  a  body 
of  2500  men,  hundreds  of  them  more  or  less  ac- 


quainted with  rowing,  four  could  not  be  found 
to  match  the  representatives  of  an  institution 
having  hardly  threescore  men  who  knew  how 
to  feather  an  oar. 

Directly  on  the  heels  of  Oxford's  manly  re- 
sponse came  the  challenge  of  the  champion 
amateurs  of  all  England,  the  London  Rowing 


THE  UNIVERSITY  ROWING-MATCH. 


53 


THE  OXFORD  OEEW. 


Club.  The  four  gentlemen  who  man  their  boat 
in  the  accompanying  sketch,  Messrs.  Stout, 
Long,  Gulston,  and  Ryan,  are  almost  masters 
of  their  art,  and  well  might  their  club  say,  as 
it  did,  that,  should  we  be  so  fortunate  as  to  de- 
feat Oxford,  we  might,  by  claiming  to  have 
beaten  England's  champion  gentlemen  rowers, 


thus  prejudice  their  own  justly  deserved  claim 
to  that  title.  They,  stating  this,  asked  us  to 
row  them  an  eight-oared,  four,  pair,  and  single- 
scull  race,  or  either  of  them  ;  that  whether  we 
accepted  or  no  we  would  at  least  share  with 
them  their  boat-houses  and  club-rooms,  and  use 
their  boats.    Finally,  our  whole  party  were  by 
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this  letter  at  once  made  honorary  members  of 
their  club. 

A  challenge  so  manly,  so  courteous,  could 
not  pass  unnoticed,  and  most  reluctantly  were 
our  men  forced  to  decline  it,  and  for  this 
reason :  no  Harvard  crew  ever  yet  rowed  a 
match  race  with  any  crew  except  one  composed 
of  students,  nor  ever  would  ;  and  because,  if 
they  did  once,  a  precedent  was  established  that 
it  would  be  nearly  impossil)le  not  to  follow,  and 
then  they  would  always  be  in  danger  of  being 
called  on  to  row  in  term  time,  which  course 
would  so  interrupt  their  studies  as  to  invite  the 
interference  of  the  college  faculty.  But  though 
declining  to  row  the  gallant  Londoners,  they 
accepted  their  most  generous  proifer  of  hospi- 
tality ;  and  all  the  time  they  were  in  England  it 
stood  them  in  right  good  stead,  for  the  atten- 
tion of  the  former  to  our  wants  was  most  con- 
siderate and  assiduous. 

Harvard,  then,  was  to  row  Oxford  on  some 
day  between  the  middle  and  end  of  August. 
This  margin  was  given  so  that  if  one  day  did 
not  suit  another  would,  and  yet  be  within  the 
terms  stipulated.  It  turned  out  well  that  it 
was  so,  as,  had  the  day  been  set  as  originally 
anticipated,  our  crew  would  have  been  too  raw 
at  their  work  to  have  been  in  condition  to  row 
a  hard  race. 

The  Oxford  men  went  into  training  as  a  crew 
on  the  I9th  of  May,  and  they  seldom  allowed  a 
day  to  pass  without  their  regular  rows.  Tlie 
crew  Harvard  actually  had  to  represent  her  had 
been  together  about  three  weeks ;  although  had, 
as  she  expected,  Messrs.  Rice  and  Bass  been  so 


well  up  to  their  work  as  to  be  of  the  chosen  four, 
hers  would  have  been  together  since  late  in 
April — a  month  longer  than  their  livals. 

An  English  four-oared  boat,  with  coxswain's 
seat,  built  by  Jewitt  a  dozen  years  ago,  was 
first  used  for  ])ractice  by  our  men,  but  soon  get- 
ting leaky  and  worn  out,  a  new  one  by  Elliott, 
of  Grecnpoint,  New  York,  was  substituted. 

On  the  loth  of  June  Messrs.  Loring,  Sim- 
mons, Rice,  and  Bass,  with  Arthur  Burnham 
for  their  coxswain,  rowed  their  first  race,  and 
defeating  the  Hnrley  crew  of  Boston,  were 
beaten  two  lengths  by  the  George  Roahr,  the 
fastest  professional  crew  of  the  same  city.  Mr. 
Simmons  was  then  rowing  stroke,  and  Mr. 
Loring  bow.  Two  days  later,  at  a  regatta  on 
the  Mystic,  near  Oharlestown,  Massachusetts, 
the  same  crew,  without  their  coxswain,  having 
borroAved  the  four-oared  shell  of  the  Union  Boat 
Club  of  "Worcester,  defeated  the  \ictors  of  the 
previous  race  with  great  ease  by  some  fourteen 
lengths,  the  distance  being  four  miles. 

Boston,  with  a  liberality  that  has  done  much 
to  keep  aquatic  sport  on  her  waters  nnequaled 
for  fairness  or  interest  by  that  of  any  other  city 
in  the  Union,  gave  in  her  Annual  City  Regatta 
of  July  5  (ordinarily  the  4th)  an  almost  unprec- 
edentedly  large  prize  for  four-oared  boats,  the 
effect  of  which  course  was  to  bring  out  a  list  of 
entries  that  included  such  crews  as  that  of  the 
Hamills  of  Pittsburg,  the  swiftest  four  west  of 
the  Alleghanies,  the  ex-champion  himself  pull- 
ing an  oar;  the  Biglins  of  New  York,  often 
a  winning  crew;  the  Piscataquas  of  Elliot, 
Maine  ;  the  Unions  of  Worcester  ;  the  George 
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Roahr  of  Boston  again,  and  others  less  famous. 
Harvard  won  the  race  with  ease. 

Harvard  "stock" — which,  at  first  low,  had 
heen  going  up  steadily — was  now  at  par,  and 
:he  betting  began  to  be  even  on  the  Americans 
in  the  forthcoming  inter-university  race.  Mean- 
while the  papers  liad  taken  up  the  contest,  and 
Harvard  was  booked  to  have  no  cliance  to  win. 
British  fair  play  was  flung  in  her  ears,  the  mis- 
take being  that  the  specimen  quoted  was  al- 
ways tlie  Ileenan  and  Savers  fight.  If  we  were 
to  judge  America's  character  for  fair  play  by 
the  conduct  of  her  prize-fighters  and  profes- 
sionals, perhaps  the  less  said  about  that  desira- 
ble element  the  better.  The  fact  is,  with  the 
exception  of  the  race  in  which  the  yacht  Amer- 
ica gave  so  good  an  account  of  herself,  sporting 
matches  between  gentlemen  of  the  two  coun- 
tries have  hardly  ever  taken  ])lace. 

The  English  universities,  too,  had  so  many 
men  to  pick  from  that  Harvard  must  go  to  the 
wall.  But  we  may  always  ])ertinently  ask  in 
ihis  connection,  "  Wiiat  good  did  Cambridge's 
2500  do  her  in  the  hour  of  need  ?"  One  well- 
Icnown  American  correspondent,  who  had  al- 
ways, in  his  letters  from  England,  prophesied 
most  hollow  defeat  for  his  countrymen,  used  to 
tell  us  that  "  Harvard  must  be  prepared  to  find 
the  contest  they  propose  considered  as  an  in- 
conjplete  trial  of  strength,"  for  the  reason  that 
"a  good  eight  is  the  culmination  of  all  the 
science  and  art  there  is  in  rowing,"  and  hence 
that  a  four  is  not  a  suflftcient  test.  But  this  re- 
mark hardly  seems  of  much  value  now.  Har- 
vard, too,  would  have  to  change  her  whole 
style  of  rowing,  in  order  to  suit  "  the  turbid, 
muddy,  chemical  mixture  of  the  Thames."  We 
have  seen  no  such  change. 


Much  else  was  said  that  might  better  have 
been  omitted.  Even  the  men  who  were  man- 
aging the  Harvard  College  fortnightly,  the  Ad- 
vocate, must  needs  oppose  the  project  by  venti- 
lating their  individual  views,  and  gravely  in- 
forming the  public  that  "the  interest  in  boat- 
ing at  Harvard  is  on  the  decline,"  though  when 
a  crew  which  could  be  mustered,  that  she  sup- 
posed was  without  her  four  best  men,  could 
send  in  so  good  a  record  as  her  six  has  this 
year  from  Quinsigamond,  the  ground  for  such  a 
remark  must  be  seen  to  be  slight. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  English  press  were  glad 
that  our  men  were  coming ;  were  much  moved 
by  the  uncalled  for  remarks  of  our  papers  on 
the  chances  of  fair  play ;  and  while  thoroughly 
confident  that  their  own  men  would  render  a 
good  account  of  themselves  when  the  day 
came,  could  not  overestimate  the  courage  and 
generosity  of  Harvard  in  being  willing  to  come 
so  far,  and  in  the  face  of  such  difficulties. 

Private  theatricals  given  by  Harvard  stu- 
dents, and  subscriptions  from  wealthy  Harvard 
men  and  their  friends,  soon  raised  the  requisite 
money.  Elliott  had  thus  far  succeeded  best 
with  his  models  in  this  country ;  but,  to  leave 
no  stone  unturned,  an  Englishman  lately  ar- 
rived, holding  himself  out  as  a  crack  builder, 
was  also  tried.  A  boat  from  each  accomjia- 
nied  the  crew,  who  sailed  from  New  York  in 
the  Inman  steamer  Citi/  of  Paris,  on  the  lOlh 
of  July.  The  Nassau  Boat  Club  of  New  York 
vied  with  the  other  clubs  of  that  city  in  a  most 
friendly  send-off,  bidding  them  God-spocd. 

After  a  most  enjoyable  trip,  Avitii  very  little 
sea-sickness,  obliging  officers,  sind  a  slioi  t  n:n, 
they  reached  Liverpool  on  the  20;li,  \vl;cre 
they  were  met  by  representatives  of  the  Liver- 
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pool  and  Chester  clubs,  inviting  them  to  put 
in  at  least  a  clay  with  them.  They  got  for- 
ward at  once  to  Putney,  the  most  thorough 
arrangements  having  been  made  by  Stanton 
Blake,  Esq.,  of  New  York  city,  for  their  con- 
veyance over  the  London  and  Northwestern 
and  Southwestern  railways,  free  of  any  ex- 
pense, special  cars  on  the  former  and  engine 
on  the  latter  being  placed  at  their  service. 

Arriving  at  Putney  their  boats  were  at  once 
carried  to  the  boat-houses  of  the  London  Row- 
ing Club,  and  the  men — disappointed  in  pro- 
curing a  house  they  had  hired,  by  the  land- 
lord, at  the  eleventh  hour,  declining  to  let  it 
for  so  short  a  period  as  they  wanted  it — put  up 
temporarily  at  a  little  inn  known  as  the  Star 
and  Garter. 

In  five  days,  by  the  united  efforts  of  the  Lon- 
don Rowing  Club  men  and  themselves,  a  most 
suitable  and  comfortable  dwelling,  rejoicing  in 
the  high-sounding  title  (to  Americans,  at  least) 
of  the  "  White  House,"  was  secured  ;  and  it  was 
well  worth  waiting  for.  With  an  acre  of  gar- 
den and  a  high  wall  about  it,  they  Avere  now 
most  eligibly  located,  the  river  being  within 
twenty  feet  of  the  garden  gate,  and  the  boat- 
houses  not  a  stone's-throw  off. 

Great  was  the  curiosity  the  little  party  ex- 
cited at  Putney.  Every  man  of  it  Avas  watch- 
ed with  most  eager  eyes.  While  at  the  Star 
and  Garter,  particularly,  the  door  could  not 
stand  ajar  but  a  dozen  would  be  peeping  in  to 
see  the  bold  strangers.  George,  our  colored 
boy,  a  most  useful  attendant,  was  questioned 


and  cross-questioned  on  all  manner  of  matters 
concerning  the  crevr,  but  his  wit  was  eqiial  to 
the  emergency.  Mr.  E.  Brown,  of  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts,  had  come  along  to  cook,  and 
that  fact  itself  guaranteed  all  that  could  be 
desired  in  a  culinary  way.  The  house  just 
accommodated  tlie  rowers,  two  gentlemen  who 
accompanied  the  crew,  Elliott,  and  the  servants. 

For  the  first  ten  days  the  change  of  climate 
manifested  itself  in  a  looseness  of  the  joints  and 
a  lack  of  the  springiness  and  activity  one  felt 
at  home.  The  heavy  damp  air  of  England, 
made  more  so  in  tliis  instance  by  the  river 
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close  by,  would  cause  some  of  the  men  to 
hack  and  cough  a  little  on  rising  in  the  morn- 
ing, even  though  they  did  not  feel  at  all  cold. 
Still  these  effects  soon  wore  away,  only  influ- 
encing the  race  itself  by  deciding  Mr.  Loring 
to  arrange  that  it  should  be  rowed  on  the  27th 
instead  of  the  16th.  The  two  men  who  came 
last,  however,  Messrs.  Fay  and  Lyman,  thus 
had  but  about  ten  days  in  all  in  which  they 
were  entirely  themselves. 

The  Elliott  boat  had.  hardly  been  put  into 
the  water  till  it  began  to  get  soundly  rapped 
by  the  papers.  It  was  a  beautiful  specimen 
of  cabinet-work  certainly,  but  much  too  long. 
All  such  models  had  long  since  been  discarded 
in  England,  etc.,  etc.  The  facts  about  it  were 
these :  Elliott  liad  very  clearly  defined  notions 
as  to  what  his  best  models  had  been.  But  he 
had  lately  become  much  im])ressed  with  the 
idea  of  very  long  and  narrow  models,  with 
a  small  cross-midship  section ;  and  his  views 
were  too  readily  indorsed  by  the  men  them- 
selves. The  one  he  had  built  for  practice,  and 
in  which  they  were  beaten  on  the  loth  of  June, 
was  52  feet  G  inches  long — longer  than  his  or- 
dinary six  oars,  and  only  19  inches  wide.  The 
one  they  took  with  them,  finished  only  the  day 
before  they  sailed,  and  tried  but  once,  was  49 
feet  long  and  18f  inches  wide,  while  42  feet 
long  by  20  inches  wide  are  the  usual  English 
measurements.  The  first  "buckled,"  that  is, 
sagged  in  the  middle  fearfully  at  every  stroke. 
The  second,  stronger  and  shorter,  did  so  less, 
but  s'  lU  too  mucli. 

Elliott  took  with  him  in  his  trunk  the  model 
and  all  the  ribs  of  a  new  boat,  built,  not  on  the 
long  and  narrow  plan,  but  on  exactly  the  lines 
of  his  most  successful  boat,  that  in  which  Har- 
vard defeated  Yale  in  18G7, 1 868,  and  1869.  He 
had  not  seen  the  river  itself  and  the  best  En- 
glish models  half  an  hour  before  he  was  con- 
vinced that  the  shorter  craft  would  be  best 
suited  for  the  work.  Instead  of  the  tide  rising 
and  falling  10  feet,  as  on  the  Charles,  it  reaches 
18  and  20  on  the  Thames,  and  as  the"  average 
width  from  Putney  to  Mortlake  is  not  much 
over  600  feet,  it  will  be  seen  at  once  that  a  bed 
so  narrow  and  deep,  as  well  as  quite  crooked, 
must  cause  innumerable  little  swirls,  and  these 
switched  a  long  boat  about  much  more  than 
they  did  a  shorter  one,  as  a  single  trial  of  one 
of  the  latter  belonging  to  the  London  Rowing 
Club  soon  showed.  No  man  could  have  1)een 
more  confident  than  Elliott  that  he  could  beat 
the  English  models.  Hiring  two  young  fel- 
lows to  help  him,  working  thii^een  hours  a  day 
himself,  he  succeeded,*  five  days  before  the  race, 
in  turning  out  his  boat. 

Not  convinced  that  the  fastest  American 
would  necessarily  be  the  fastest  craft  possible, 
Messrs.  J.  and  S.  Salter,  of  Oxford,  had  been  in- 
structed to  build  their  very  swiftest  boat.  They 
were  chosen  because  both  Oxford  and  Cam- 
bridge had  used  their  boats  only  in  the  'Varsity 
races  for  years,  and  therefore  theirs  were  sup- 
posed by  us  to  be  the  best.    But  the  London  ' 


Rowing  Club  men,  while  admitting  the  advant- 
ages of  Messrs.  Salters'  "  eights,"  said  that  their 
fours  were  too  strong  and  heavy,  and  not  so 
fast  as  those  of  Jewitt  and  Clasper.  Arrange- 
I  ments  were  at  once  made  with  the  latter  by 
which  each  was  for  a  reasonable  consideration 
to  build  his  very  best  boat,  and  our  men  were 
to  be  the  sole  judges  of  their  quality,  adopting 
any  plan  of  testing  their  speed  that  they  them- 
selves might  see  fit— whichever  proved  fastest 
to  be  paid  for  at  the  usual  rates.  They  stated 
however,  that  though  they  would  much  prefer 
to  use  an  American-built  boat,  they  certainly 
would  not  do  so  if  they  could  obtain  any  other 
manifestly  faster.  Messrs.  E.  Searle  and  Sons 
tendered  one  of  theirs  free  of  expense,  so  that 
thus  they  had  seven  boats  from  which  to  choose 
— the  two  they  brought  with  them,  the  Salter, 
Jewitt,  Clasper,  and  Searle  models,  and  the 
new  Elliott.  Frequent  trials  decided  them  to 
take  the  latter,  she  once  going  from  Putney 
Aqueduct  to  Bishop's  Creek  in  seven  seconds 
less  than  either  of  the  others.  If  Elliott  could 
Avish  a  triumph  made  more  sure  he  had  his  de- 
sire granted  when  the  Rev,  Mr.  Risley,  an  old 
Oxford  'Varsity  oar,  told  the  writer  that  he  had 
hoped  our  men  would  discard  the  new  boat  so 
that  his  might  use  her,  or  when  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Shadwell,  himself  one  of  Oxford's  most  noted 
stroke  oars,  and  one  of  the  first  connoisseurs  of 
shell  boats  in  Europe,  complimented  her  as  one 
of  the  best  boats  he  ever  saw.  Mr.  Elliott,  then, 
has  proved  himself  the  champion  shell-boat 
builder  of  the  world,  and  well  does  he  deserve 
the  title.  His  superior  knowledge  of  his  art 
was  often  displayed.  No  one  of  the  English 
builders  ever  knew  the  weight  of  his  own  boat. 
He  always  did.  Each  seemed  to  have  found 
what  he  regarded  as  a  good  model,  and  to  have 
built  on  that  alone. 

Quite  ready  to  admit  the  good  qualities  of 
the  other  boats,  Elliott  always  wanted  to  know 
if  they  could  not  be  improved,  and  his  mind, 
never  at  rest,  has  shown  the  wisdom  of  his  plan. 
In  substituting  the  light  Maine  hackmatack  for 
the  heavy  white  oak,  of  which  the  knees  of  all 
the  English  boats  Avere  made,  he  gained  too  a 
material  reduction  of  weight,  jet  without  loss 
of  necessary  strength.  Forty-four  feet  long, 
twenty-one  and  a  half  inches  wide,  and  eight 
inches  deep,  the  new  boat,  while  light  and  fast, 
was  very  roomy  and  comfortable. 

The  amount  of  work  taken  by  the  men  for 
the  first  two  weeks  was,  from  the  indisposition 
referred  to,  comparatively  small — in  fact,  so 
much  so  as  to  awaken  serious  api)rehensions 
among  the  friends  of  the  crew  and  interested 
lookers-on  as  to  whether  they  were  training  with 
sufficient  severity.  The  newspapers  sjjoke  of  it 
in  terms  not  always  doubtful  in  their  meaning. 
We  were  told  daily  how  busy  the  Oxford  men 
were,  and  rather  suffered  by  the  comparison. 
But  as  the  time  began  to  approach,  and  the  new 
men  to  get  accustomed  to  their  i)lacos,  the  daily 
labor  was  much  increased,  and  now  the  press 
pronounced  them  very  gluttons  of  work.  The 
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Stroke,  with  wliich  much  fault  had  been  found 
as  being  too  sliort,  with  a  dip  too  deep,  was  be- 
coming longer  and  shallower.  Their  speed, 
though  not  complimented  when  they  rowed 
with  the  tide,  was  very  much  thought  of  when 
against  stream  ;  in  short,  was  considered  faster 
than  Oxford  would  show.  This  was  perhaps 
owing  to  the  fact  that  against  the  tide  the  head- 
way of  the  boat  is  more  suddenly  retarded  be- 
tween strokes  than  when  going  with  the  stream ; 
and  hence,  as  Harvard  rowed  more  strokes  a 
minute,  the  delays  were  less  protracted. 

About  two  weeks  before  the  race  the  Oxford 
men  left  I'angborne,  some  eighty  miles  up  the 
river,  where  they  had  been  busily  practicing  in 
strict  seclusion*^  and  came  directly  to  Putney. 
One  disadvantage  which  it  was  freely  admitted 
that  our  men  labored  under  was  that  of  being 
constantly  under  the  surveillance  of  an  inter- 
ested crowd,  on  the  tOAV-path,  and  in  the 
passing  steamers.  On  the  very  first  day  the 
two  crews  showed  at  Putney  the  people  were 
out  by  hundreds  attempting  to  judge  of  their 
respective  merits.  Every  evening  until  the 
contest  each  train  brought  from  London  a 
generous  delegation,  and  even  in  the  morning 
row  it  was  often  difficult  to  launch  the  boat,  so 
numerous  were  the  by-standers.  Always  good- 
natured,  frequently  expressing  their  admiration 
at  the  w^ell-developed,  sun-broA\-ned  arms  of  the 
strangers,  they  would  seldom  cause  the  latter 
any  considerable  inconvenience,  and  never  in- 
tentionally. Daily,  almost  hourly,  would  the 
wish  be  heard  expressed  that  the  Americans 


might  win,  and  if  the  Englishman  who  said  so 
was  asked  why  he  thus  opposed  his  countrymen, 
he  replied  in  terms  highly  flattering  to  the  pluck 
and  daring  of  their  rivals.  Seldom  did  the  boat 
go  out  or  come  in  without  more  or  less  ap])lause 
from  the  bank,  and  often  it  was  very  general. 
Well-mounted  equestrians  upon  the  towing- 
path  kept  level  with  the  crew  and  timed  their 
every  stroke. 

The  boating  correspondent  of  the  Times, 
Mr,  Brickwood,  was  most  regular  in  thus  ac- 
companying them,  and  every  word  he  let  fall 
soon  found  its  way  into  some  less  important 
sheet.  The  other  reporters  were  on  hand. 
They  would  button-hole  you  at  every  corner. 
They  knew  what  our  men  fed  on  better  than 
they  did  themselves.  They  discovered  new 
facts  every  day.  They  had  most  varied  ex- 
planations of  every  stop  and  every  start  of  the 
crew.  Letters,  too,  from  other  parties  would 
crop  out  occasionallv,  "A  Disappointed  Oars- 
man" had  expected  an  American  style,  an  Amer- 
ican boat,  American  oars,  and  learning  sudden- 
ly that  he  would  see  none,  had  concluded  that 
they  were  nothing  better  than  two  Thames 
crews.  Some  friendly  Englishman  took  up 
the  cudgels,  and  wanted  to  know  if  he  re- 
garded the  Oxford  and  Cambridge  as  two 
Thames  crews,  though  they  each  used  an  En- 
glish boat,  oars,  and  style  on  the  Thames, 

The  fact  was  that  the  Harvard  men  did  sub- 
stantially without  a  "  coach"  or  instructor,  sim- 
ply because  they  thought  that  so  late  in  the  day 
they  had  better  hold  to  a  method  with  which  they 
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were  well  acquainted  than  half  learn  another, 
even  though  the  latter  was  preferable.  As  the 
result  proved,  the  crew  did  row  an  American 
boat,  were  coached  on  the  American  plan,  and 
would  have  been  only  too  glad,  even  at  the 
eleventh  hour,  to  have  dropped  their  coxswain 
and  shown  the  true  American  style  of  rowing. 
Carrying  one  hundred  and  five  pounds  of  cox- 
swain of  course  decreased  the  number  of  strokes 
per  minute.  Without  him  each  man  had  to 
carry  his  own  weight,  his  oar's,  and  a  quarter 
of  the  boat's.  With  him  each  had  his  own, 
his  oar's,  a  quarter  of  the  coxswain's,  and  not 
a  quarter  of  a  boat  suthciently  large  to  carr}' 
four  men,  but  one  for  five.  A  one-hundred- 
and-fifty-five-pound  man,  then,  carried  about 
thirty -five  pounds  of  boat,  eight  of  oar,  and 
twenty-six  of  steersman,  making  his  burden  thus 
about  two  hundred  and  twenty -four  pounds, 
against  only  about  one  hundred  and  ninety 
without.  So  that  the  forty-six  strokes  rowed 
the  first  minute  of  the  race  were  quite  as  diffi- 
cult as  the  fifty  shown  in  the  start  last  year,  or 
this,  at  Worcester. 

The  difference  between  the  Oxford  and  Har- 
vard "  style"  or  manner  of  rowing  was  very 
marked.  The  former  sat  up  almost  painfully 
straight,  and  reaching  well  forward,  though 
quite  slow  in  getting  there,  seemed  to  hang  for 
a  moment  to  balance  their  oars  for  a  hit  at  the 
water.  Then,  instead  of  dropping  it  at  once 
and  vertically  into  the  water,  they  appeared  to 
pull  it  in  the  air,  or.  to  use  the  technical  ])hrase, 
"clip"  the  beginning  of  their  stroke.  The 
moment  the  oar-blade  touched  the  water  they 


strove  to  throw  almost  their  entire  weight 
against  the  stretcher  or  foot-board,  and  to  do 
all  the  pulling  they  could  in  the  first  third  of 
the  arc  described  by  the  blade  in  the  water. 
This  is  very  trying  on  the  legs  at  first,  though 
one  gets  accustomed  to  it.  It  is  claimed  that 
striking  the  water  so  sharply  renders  it  a  solider 
fuld-um  than  it  is  when  the  oar  pushes  against 
it  more  slowly.  The  blades  of  the  Oxford  oars 
were  five  inches  wide  in  the  widest  place — of 
ours  five  and  a  half;  yet  their  sudden  smite 
caught  the  water  very  firmly.  Dip])ing  barely 
deep  enough  to  cover  the  blades,  they  retained 
their  arms  straight  until  their  bodies  sloped  back 
past  the  perpendicular,  and  till  they  formed  an 
angle  of  fifty  degrees  with  the  boat's  gunwale. 
Then  dropping  their  hands  against  their  lower 
ribs,  they  commenced  another  similar  stroke. 
All  sat  up  to  the  side  of  the  boat  farthest  from 
the  oar-blade. 

The  Harvard  men  all  sat  in  the  middle,  and 
had  longer  outriggers  proportionately,  a  trifling 
increase  of  weight,  but  a  marked  one  of  steadi- 
ness. They  did  not  seem  to  be  trying  to  look 
so  grand  as  their  rivals.  Their  backs,  less 
straight,  were  more  natural,  though  not  round. 
They  thrust  their  hands  forward  very  quickly 
from  their  bodies,  and  reached  farther  over 
their  toes  than  their  antagonists.  Tliey  aimed 
to  pull  every  part  of  the  stroke  equally  hard— at 
least  threw  less  weight  upon  the  beginning. 
The  arms  were  called  into  i)lay  more  in  finish- 
ing up  the  stroke,  and  the  rebound  from  the 
body  was  much  swifter.  They  swung  their 
bodies  back  past  the  perpendicular  less  far  than 
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the  others,  hence  appearing  to  droop  more  over 
the  oar-handle  just  as  it  was  against"  the  body. 
Their  dip,  too,  was  deeper,  tlioiigh  (juite  shoal. 
The  bucketful  or  more  of  water  that  each  oar 
sent  aft  would  manifestly  be  detrimental  to  a 
narrow  boat  following  closely.  The  stately  ap- 
pearance of  the  Oxford  rowing,  though  very  no- 
ticeable in  the  first  mile,  was  often  less  matked 
in  the  third  or  fourth  ;  and  Mr.  Charles  Reade — 
as  his  letter  to  the  Tribune  shows — detected  this 
in  the  race  itself;  while  the  same  writer  ob- 
served greater  uniformity  in  the  Harvard  row- 
ing throughout  the  entire  distance — as  had  been 
the  case,  by -the -way,  almost  always  during 
their  practice. 

During  the  week  of  the  contest  the  number 
of  visitors  at  the  White  House  largely  increased 
— some  days  reaching  as  high  as  forty.  The 
crew  were  so  taken  up  with  their  training  that 
they  had  little  time  or  disposition  to  meet  these 
people,  so  that  this  work  devolved  on  the  rest 
of  the  party.  Among  those  calling  were  many 
well  known  on  both  sides  of  the  water.  Thom- 
as Hughes,  M.r.,  Sir  Charles  Dilke,  M.P., 
Charles  Reade,  Mrs.  Goldschmidt  {me  Jenny 
Lind),  Mr.  Moran,  Secretary  of  the  American 
Legation,  General  Badeau,  Mr.  Morse,  the 
American  Consul  at  London,  Hon.  Thomas  H. 
Dudley,  the  American  Consul  at  Liverpool, 
prominent  bankers,  eminent  lawyers  and  liter- 
ary men,  and  many  Americans  who  had  been 
traveling  on  the  Continent,  and  had  come  up 
purposely  to  see  the  race. 

As  the  course  to  be  rowed — the  best-known 
rowing -track  in  the  world,  from  Putney  to, 


Mortlake,  on  the  Thames — was  only  four  miles 
out  of  London,  and  as  all  the  pa])ers  agreed 
that  the  number  of  spectators  would  be  unprec- 
edentedly  great,  the  danger  of  obstruction  to  the 
contestants  plainly  demanded  much  attention. 

In  fact,  the  two  chief  dangers  that  seemed 
to  threaten  our  men  from  outside  sources  were, 
tampering  with  what  they  ate  or  drank  before, 
and  interference  in  the  race  itself.  The  for- 
mer was  guarded  against  with  great  care  for 
ten  days  beforehand,  by  having  a  doulile  allow- 
ance of  food  and  drink  coming  into  the  house, 
one  through  the  regular  channels,  the  other  ])y 
secret  means  and  the  hands  of  Harvard  men 
only.  Though  the  suspicion  was  day  by  day 
materially  reduced,  the  feeling  still  was  that 
we  should  be  very  much  chagrined  if  drugging 
the  food,  or  any  thing  else  in  our  power  to  fore- 
see, was  not  prevented.  The  men  with  whom 
we  were  to  row,  or  their  friends,  we  never 
thought  of  mistrusting.  It  Avas  only  the  tools 
of  betting  men  whom  we  had  reason  to  fear. 

As  to  clearing  the  course,  in  the  annual 
'Varsity  races,  an  attempt  is  made  to  do  this 
by  the  Conservators  of  the  Thames,  a  board 
of  gentlemen  whose  title  suggests  their  duties. 
Until  the  danger  to  life  became  so  great  that 
within  two  years  Parliament  passed  an  act  giv- 
ing them  supreme  control  of  the  river  from 
Putney  to  Mortlake  on  the  day  of  a  great  race, 
they  had  been  almost  powerless  to  carry  out 
their  purposes,  but  since  that  time  had  succeed- 
ed comparatively  Avell,  They  met  representa- 
tives of  both  crews  at  Putney  ;  and  as  all  agreed 
that  the  match  was  strictly  a  private  one,  and 
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one  which  the  public  had  no  actual  right  to  see, 
it  being  quite  easy  to  pull  it  late  in  the  evening 
or  early  in  the  morning,  and  without  notifying 
them,  the  Conservancy  Board  were  ready  to 
undertake  to  keep  the  course  entirely  clear  if 
the  people  might  be  allowed  to  view  the  con- 
test. We  insisted  that  no  steamers  be  permit- 
ted on  the  river  from  the  start  to  tlie  finisli,  ex- 
cept one  for  the  umpires  and  referee,  and  one 
for  the  press  ;  and  so  admirably  were  their  plans 
carried  out  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  two 
above  named,  and  two  others  which  were  anch- 
ored near  the  finish,  witli  two  policemen  over 
the  captain  of  each  to  arrest  him  the  moment 
his  paddle-wheels  moved  (all  the  Thames  steam- 
ers are  side-wheelers),  not  a  steamer  was  seen 
on  the  whole  course.  Long  strings  of  barges 
and  lighters  were  moored  about  one-third  of 
the  way  from  shore  out  in  the  river,  and  paral- 
lel with  the  bank,  and  no  small  craft  were  al- 
lowed outside  of  these,  thus  leaving  two-thirds 
of  the  river,  or  a  strip  four  hundred  feet  wide, 
entirely  clear.  Even  the  two  little  steam- 
yachts,  the  one  belonging  to  Mr.  Willan,  from 
which  Mr.  G.  Morrison  coached,  and  the  other 
kindly  loaned  our  men  by  Mr.  Blyth,  of  Cam- 
bridge, and  which  our  coxswain  would  steer 
over  the  course,  guided  by  a  waterman,  once 
or  twice  a  day,  were  not  allowed  within  the 
above  limits.  Mr.  Blyth's  boat,  by-the-way,  is 
the  fastest  craft  in  Europe,  having  been  known 
to  do  twenty  miles  an  hour  with  ease.  John 
Thorney croft,  Esq.,  the  son  of  a  well-known 
English  sculptor,  modeled  and  built  her,  and  at 


first,  before  Mr.  Blyth's  came,  placed  at  our  serv- 
ice his  own  private  steam-yawl,  the  Water-Lily. 
Most  charming  little  boats  are  these,  and  un- 
approached  as  a  means  of  "  coaching"  thor- 
oughly and  accurately.  The  southern,  or  shore 
lirch,  of  Hammersmith  Bridge  was  by  mutual 
agreement  kept  closed,  and  both  boats  were 
to  pass  under  the  Middlesex  arch  of  Barnes 
Bridge. 

For  two  or  three  days  the  weather  had  been 
very  warm,  and  there  was  little  evidence  of 
moderation  when  the  sun  rose  on  the  morning 
of  the  27th.  Soon  after  breakfast,  although 
the  struggle  was  not  to  come  off  until  five  in 
the  afternoon,  numerous  carriages  were  seen 
making  their  way  toward  Mortlake,  in  order  to 
locate  themselves  so  as  to  be  able  to  command 
a  view  of  the  finish,  and  hired  men  sat  in  and 
watched  them  to  keep  them  in  their  place  till 
needed.  As  the  day  wore  on  a  strong  breeze 
sprung  up  from  the  eastward,  blowing  directly 
up  the  course  ;  and  Elliott,  the  builder,  seeing 
this,  fairly  danced  with  delight;  for  he  had 
built  his  "ship"  full-floored  and  sea-worthy, 
while  the  rival  boat  was  noticeably  narrower. 
Had  this  wind  continued,  there  is  strong  reason 
to  believe  that  it  might  have  caused  a  result 
different  from  the  actual  one.  But  soon  after 
tAvo  o'clock  it  began  to  subside,  and  when  the 
hour  drew  near  had  almost  died  away. 

At  three  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board  lock- 
ed up  the  river,  and  even  as  early  as  four  the 
track  was  about  clear.  All  day  long  Putney 
had  been  very  lively ;  and  the  booths  and  every 
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other  apparatus  that  has  yet  been  devised  for 
the  spasmodic  gathering  of  small  change,  which 
had  established  themselves  along  the  bank, 
made  every  one  full  of  spirits  in  anticipation. 
One  long,  steady,  uninterrupted  stream  of  boats 
of  every  dimension  and  cut,  from  the  frail  ten- 
inch,  single-scull  shell  to  the  lumbering  lighter, 
as  large  as  the  craft  that  first  carried  Columbus 
to  the  New  World,  flowed  onward  up  the  riv- 
er, under  the  Putney  Bridge,  and  through  the 
Aqueduct,  to  their  chosen  spots  on  either  bank. 
The  London  rabble  could  not  all  have  been  on 
the  banks,  because  so  many  were  on  the  water. 
The  barges  already  referred  to  suddenly  be- 
came, instead  of  the  unsightly  old  hulks  they 
are,  perfect  bouquets  of  beauty,  from  the  gayly- 
decked  loads  they  bore ;  and  few  of  the  grim 
old  Thames  bargees  but  would  like  to  see  the 
Yankees  "  bock  again,"  so  steadily  did  the  shek- 
els accrue.  Nor  were  the  rowers  in  all  the 
small  craft  men  or  boys  only.  Lovely  English 
girls,  true  to  their  Oxford  representatives,  were 
recovering  slowly  forward,  "  catching  the  be- 
ginning," keeping  their  backs  straight,  and  pull- 
ing a  "  nipping"  stroke.  This,  indeed,  was  an 
everyday  sight  at  Putney,  and  if  seen  oftener 
in  our  own  land  might  make  the  sightly  figure 
and  the  beauty  of  vigorous  health  less  rare  than 
they  now  are. 

From  the  stations  near  Putney,  by  all  the 
roads  and  foot-paths,  long  lines  of  eager  people 
poured  down  toward  the  river.  Great  "  'busses, " 
with  three  horses  abreast,  and  the  ordinary 
kind  for  two,  with  "ten  inside  and  fourteen 
out,"  and  a  burly,  dignified,  weather-beaten, 
grandfathcrly-looking  old  "whip"  perched  a 
little  higher  than  any  one  else,  who  stopped 
about  once  in  fifteen  minutes  for  his  grog  or 
his  "  'arf  a  pint  of  h'olden  bitters,"  and  nodded 
complacently  to  the  demure  little  bar-maid  who 
brought  it ;  lumbering  dog-carts  witli  four  and 
six  on  board,  and  perhaps  a  pony  hardly  larger 
than  a  well-grown  Newfoundland  to  pull  them 
(you  never  see  a  buggy  in  England,  though 
the  roads  are  far  better  adapted  for  them  than 
ours)  ;  furniture  vans — we  call  them  job  wag- 
ons— filled  to  overflowing  with  good,  rotund, 
beer-drinking  English ;  broughams  and  wag- 
onettes, with  an  intense  air  of  respectability  ; 
stately  four-in-hands,  with  their  jaunty  little 
outriders  and  liveried  footmen — all  flowed  on 
in  solid  lines  toward  the  little  river  which  has 
been  famous  for  thousands  of  years. 

Every  inn,  every  dwelling-house,  every  shan- 
ty along  that  river  bank  was  a  mine  of  gold  to 
its  owner.  Twelve  guineas  were  paid  by  one 
American  gentleman  for  two  small  Avindows 
in  the  White  Hart,  at  Mortlake.  The  Star  and 
Garter,  at  Putney,  where  our  men  had  at  first 
stopped,  was  so  draped  with  the  flags  of  the 
two  countries  as  to  be  scarcely  distinguishable 
behind  them.  The  Stars  and  Stripes  fluttered 
at  very  short  intervals  all  along  the  course. 
Now  a  barouche  would  drive  by  with  the  flags 
tastily  festooned  about  it ;  and  if  you  turned 
your  eye  riverward  it  would  fall  on  some  yacht 


or  row-boat  that  reminded  you  of  boat-races  at 
home. 

Arrangements  were  made  by  the  Chief  of 
Police,  Colonel  Henderson,  for  keeping  the 
crowd  orderly  that  were  simply  unprecedented. 
Six  years  ago  forty  constables  were  deemed 
sufficient  to  keep  in  order  those  who  then  at- 
tended the  Oxford  and  Cambridge  'Varsitv 
race.  On  the  27th  of  last  August  eight  hun- 
dred police  officers  were  detailed  to  watch  the 
people  on  the  bank  alone,  while  river  police 
boats  were  placed  at  every  necessary  point. 
Ropes  were  extended  early  in  the  afternoon 
across  all  roads  leading  to  the  river-edge,  so 
that  none  except  those  on  foot  could  reach 
it.  Bands  of  music  enlivened  the  scene,  and 
"Yankee  Doodle"  vied  with  "God  save  the 
Queen"  in  exciting  interest  and  approval.  The 
steamers  of  the  referee  and  the  press  had  taken 
their  places  directly  above  the  chains  which  had 
been  stretched  across  the  river  five  hundred 
feet  above  Putney  Aqueduct.  The  water  had 
fallen  almost  dead  calm,  and  the  tide  Avas  run- 
ning steadily  though  not  swiftly  up. 

A  little  before  five  o'clock  a  procession  of 
men,  nearly  all  Americans,  thirty  strong,  filed 
out  through  the  garden  gate  of  the  White  House 
and  went  directly  on  board  the  umpires'  boat. 
Among  them  might  be  seen  Russell  Sturgis,  of 
the  house  of  Baring  Brothers,  a  Harvard  grad- 
uate of  1823;  J.  S.  Morgan,  the  successor  of 
George  Peabody  ;  Mr.  Moran,  Secretary  of  the 
English  Legation  ;  Professor  Asa  Gray,  the  bot- 
anist ;  Thomas  Hughes,  Charles  Reade,  George 
Wilkes,  of  New  York,  and  many  younger  men, 
well  fitted  to  represent  the  Americans.  The 
thirty  Oxford  men  they  found  on  board  were 
mostly  all  former  'Varsity  oars,  and  most  keen- 
ly did  they  watch  every  thing  that  was  going  on. 

A  little  bustle  at  the  London  Rowing  Club 
house,  and  the  crowd  separating,  announce  the 
launching  of  the  Oxford  boat.  She  is  soon 
manned  and  away,  greeted  warmly  all  along 
the  bank.  Shortly  after  the  Harvard  men  put 
out,  and  they  too  get  their  share  of  the  ap- 
plause. Both  paddle  over  to  the  umpires'  boat. 
The  toss  for  place  had  been  made  by  the  ref- 
eree, and  won  by  Harvard.  She  chose  the 
Middlesex  station,  for  the  reason  that,  for  the 
first  half  mile,  this  position  would  give  her  the 
pole.  They  back  up  to  the  line:  two  stout 
boats  are  attached  to  it  at  perhaps  twenty  yards 
apart.  In  one  is  a  Thames  waterman,  in  the 
other  Walter  Brown.  The  former  catches  the 
stern-post  of  the  English  boat,  the  latter  of  the 
American.  Both  wheel  into  line.  The  crowd 
on  shore  is  perfectly  quiet. 

The  starter  cries  out,  "I  shall  start  you  by 
the  words,  '  Are  you  ready  ?'  Then  will  pause 
for  a  moment,  and  repeat,  'Are  you  ready?' 
If  no  response  comes,  I  shall  say,  'Go."  li 
either  side  breaks  an  oar  in  the  first  dozen 
strokes,  I  shall  call  you  back  by  swinging  my 
hat  backward  vigorously.  Now,  then,  look  out ! 
'Are  you  ready?'"  "No! "says  Mr.  Tinne. 
"Again  :  Are  vou  ready  ?"    "  No  !"  again  from 
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the  same  gentleman.  "When  will  you  be?" 
"Directly."  Their  boat  was  not  headed  just 
right,  and  they  were  swinging  it  into  jjlace. 
"Are  you  ready?  Are  you  ready?  Go!" 
And,  at  fifteen  minutes  past  five  o'clock,  both 
boats  sprang  away  very  fairly  together. 

Oxford  rowed  one  more  stroke  that  minute 
than  she  had  ever  shown  in  her  hardest  spurt  in 
practice,  scoring  just  forty-two.  Lor  ng,  in  our 
boat,  was  setting  them  forty-six.  The  papers 
would  allow  Harvard  to  get,  perhaps,  quarter 
of  a  length  ahead  in  the  first  mile,  but  never 
more  ;  nor  would  she  hold  that  long.  But 
somehow  she  was  slipping  along  at  a  great 
speed  ;  and  when  another  minute  had  gone, 
and  Oxford  had  i)ulled  forty  more,  and  Harvard 
forty-two,  the  latter  was  a  fair  half  length  in 
advance. 

Hardly  had  the  first  stroke  been  taken  when 
the  mighty  army  on  shore  poured  out  the  feel- 
ings which  had  been  all  this  time  pent  up,  in 
one  tremendous  roar.  Preconcerted  though  it 
was,  the  wild  "  'Kah !  'Rah  !  'Rah !"  of  the  little 
knot  of  partisans  on  the  umpires'  steamer  hard- 
ly reached  Loring's  ear  first.  Burnham  now 
takes  his  men  out  toward  the  others  a  little, 
and,  for  a  moment,  a  foul  seems  inevitable. 
"Look  out,  Mr,  Burnham !"  shrieks  the  little 
dark-blue  coxswain ;  and  the  former  pulls  his 
starboard  rudder-line  and  makes  for  mid-river. 

Another  minute  is  over,  and  now  the  strokes 
are  thirty-nine  and  forty  —  the  latter  by  the 
Americans.  And  the  half  length  has  become  a 
whole  one.  And  such  a  din !  Why,  those  on 
the  umpires'  boat,  not  eighty  feet  from  the 
racers,  almost  tore  their  throats  in  efforts  to  be 
heard  by  their  favorites.  And  yet  the  latter 
said  afterward  that  they  did  not  hear  them 
once.  "That's  it,  Loring!  Let  'em  have  it! 
Let  'em  have  it!"  "Oxford!  Oxford!  Ox- 
ford!" "Burnham,  what  are  you  about?" 
And,  sure  enough,  what  is  he  ?  For  he  is  clear- 
ly a  length  and  a  half  to  the  fore,  and  yet  he 
does  not  cross  over  to  what  would  have  been  a 
shorter  track,  and  take  his  rival's  water. 

Here  was  the  fatal  mistake  that  day.  So 
said  every  fair-minded  man,  English  or  Ameri- 
can, on  that  umpires'  boat.  He  makes  a  wide 
sweep  toward  the  Middlesex  shore  and  the  Crab- 
tree  Inn,  and  reaches  Hammersmith  Bridge  in 
eight  minutes  twenty-one  seconds — very  good 
time,  and  still  a  whole  length  in  front. 

Oxford's  stroke  had  fallen  to  thirty-seven. 
Harvard's  to  thirty-nine.  Now  Loring  puts  on 
the  steam  and  draws  aAvay  again,  but  it  does 
not  last.  The  strongest  man  in  the  Harvard 
boat — the  strongest  man  in  either  boat — gives 
out  now  first.  For  some  days  past  he  had 
been  slightly  unwell,  but,  confident  in  his 
strength,  he  believed  he  would  be  up  to  his 
work.  Foot  by  foot,  inch  by  inch,  the  slow, 
ponderous  swing  of  the  dark-blue  creeps  up  on 
her  more  active  opponent.  An  eddy  right  off 
Chiswick  Ait,  into  which  our  men  are  steered, 
delays  them  so  that  the  two  boats  are  level. 

Down  to  it  again  lay  the  men  of  the  crimson 
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colors,  and  fight  madly  every  inch  of  the  way. 
But  now  their  stroke  seems  to  slacken,  and  looks 
distressed,  and  in  the  next  minute  the  cox- 
swain is  vigorously  dashing  water  on  his  after- 
men— a  novel  but  excellent  expedient.  All  the 
way,  since  they  drew  level,  Oxford  has  been 
steadily  pulling  forty  strokes  a  minute,  while 
her  antagonist  never  does  over  thirty-nine. 

At  Barnes  Bridge,  five  furlongs  from  the  fin- 
ish, two  lengths  of  clear  water  separate  them. 
For  miles  back  the  dense  mass  on  shore  has 
been  swaying  and  struggling,  and  now,  like  a 
mighty  river,  is  sweeping  on  over  fields  and 
fences,  ditches  and  hedges,  wild,  mad  with 
fierce  excitement,  yelling  at  every  breath,  and 
with  all  its  might.  Seven  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  people  are  said  to  have  been  there 
that  day.  Never  but  once  in  this  generation 
has  such  a  crowd  been  seen  in  England,  and 
then  when  the  Prince  of  Wales  first  brought 
his  wife  home.  The  Derby  Day  can  not  com- 
pare. All  previous  water  fetes  sink  into  insig- 
nificance. 

And  now  they  approach  the  goal.  Most 
admirably  has  the  track  been  kept  clear,  until 
now  a  boat,  containing  a  lady  and  gentleman, 
stumbles  into  the  course,  and  for  a  moment 
threatens  to  impede  the  leaders.  Spin-t  after 
spurt  do  the  losing  men  give  their  frail  little 
craft,  and  when  the  winner  crosses  the  line  but 
"half  to  three-quarters  of  a  length  clear"  sepa- 
rates them  ;  so  says  Sir  Aubrey  Paul,  the  judge, 
at  the  finish.  Two  miles  back  Lyman's  dress 
had  become  so  disarranged  as  to  greatly  im- 
pede his  movements,  causing  the  boat  to  lurch 
and  roll  so  badly  all  the  rest  of  the  way  that 
the  bow  oarsman  said  afterward  that  he  v/as 
prevented  from  pulling  as  hard  as  he  often  had 
done  in  training.  Both  crews  turn  about  and 
prepare  to  go  down  the  river.  Oxford  starts 
away  and  paddles  slowly  down.  Harvard  de- 
lays a  few  minutes,  until  the  small  boats  swarm- 
ing around  cover  the  river  so  completely  that 
one  might  almost  walk  across.  Though  the 
crowd  press  so  closely,  not  only  is  no  unkind 
word  heard,  but  "Bravo,  Harvard!  Bravo! 
Well  rowed!  Well  rowed!"  is  rung  in  their 
ears.  The  press  becoming  so  great  that  it  is 
useless  to  attempt  to  proceed,  the  men  disem- 
bark, and,  after  remaining  a  short  time  on  their 
little  steamer,  come  on  board  the  umpires'  boat. 
Tired  and  hot  they  looked,  and  no  true  man 
could  look  otherwise  after  such  a  race.  They 
steam  away  down  the  river  and  get  quietly 
home. 

Gloomy  and  depressed,  some  of  them  were 
prevailed  on  to  cheer  up,  and  attend  a  grand 
dinner  at  Mortlake,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Phil- 
lips, a  wealthy  brewer.  In  the  speech-making 
after  dinner,  toasts  having  been  drunk  to  the 
Queen  and  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  different  members  of  the  crews  and  oth- 
er gentlemen  expressed  themselves  freely.  Mr. 
Tinne  had  rowed  many  a  hard  race  ;  but  he  had 
never  been  pushed  harder  by  any  crew  before 
—in  fact,  as  hard.    Their  coxswain  congratu- 
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lated  himself  that  he  had  not  run  into  either 
bank  or  fouled  the  other  boat.  Cheer  aft- 
er cheer  went  up  for  the  Harvard  men,  and 
"  'Rah"  followed  "  'Rah"  for  the  Oxford.  Aft- 
er many  interchanges  of  friendly  feeling  they 
broke  up  at  a  late  hour. 

A  few  days  after,  the  Harvard  men,  after  ac- 
cepting two  out  of  the  twenty  or  more  invita- 
tions to  dine  out  which  at  once  poured  in  upon 
them,  separated,  some  for  a  short  tour  upon  the 
Continent,  Mr.  Simmons  to  remain  in  Germany 
to  complete  his  education,  and  the  others  leav- 
ing for  home. 

After  a  stormy  passage,  the  latter  were  re- 
ceived in  a  most  friendly  manner  by  the  city 
authorities  of  New  York  and  Boston,  as  well  as 
by  very  many  boating  men  and  friends. 

Of  the  dinners  attended  by  the  crew  before 
they  separated,  the  one  at  the  Crystal  Palace, 
given  by  the  London  Rowing  Club,  was  by  far 
the  finest.  Full  reports  were  sent  home  at  the 
time,  including  the  entire  speeches  of  Mr.  Dick- 
ens and  Mr.  Hughes.  Disparaging  remarks 
were  made  in  some  of  our  papers  upon  the  Ox- 
ford men  because  only  one  of  them,  Mr.  "NVillan, 
was  present  on  that  occasion.  But  the  ex])la- 
nation  of  this  was,  that  the  rowing  of  the  Ox- 
ford men,  but  for  this  match,  would  have  ended 
months  earlier ;  and  that  they,  as  it  Avas,  being 
forced  to  give  up  a  large  part  of  their  vacation, 
had  made  their  arrangements  to  leave  immedi- 
ately after  the  race,  one,  I  believe,  for  Switzer- 
land, another  for  Scotland,  and  the  rest  for  oth- 
er places,  to  enjoy  the  few  holidays  that  remain- 
ed. The  dinner  in  question  was  only  arranged 
some  little  time  before  the  race  day,  and  so  the 
notice  they  had  was  not  sufficient  to  enable 
them  to  alter  their  plans,  and  one  of  them  ex- 
pressed to  the  writer  his  regret  at  this  state  of 
facts. 

It  will  not  be  out  of  place  to  state  here  why, 
when  the  Harvard  men  had  a  chance  to  take 
their  opponent's  water  while  oft'  the  Crab-tree 
Inn,  they  did  not  do  so.  In  an  interview  with 
members  of  the  Oxford  crew  some  weeks  before 
the  race,  Mr.  Loring  called  attention  to  the  cus- 
tom of  professional  oarsmen  in  steering  their 
boat,  if  leading,  directly  in  front  of  the  other, 
and  throwing  the  back-wash  from  the  former's 
oars  right  upon  the  bow  of  the  latter.  He 
stated  that  he  regarded  such  an  act  as  a  piece 
of  jockeyism,  and  one  that  gentlemen  in  their 
races  should  refrain  from.  Their  President  as- 
sented to  this  opinion,  though  with  seeming  re- 
luctance. The  act  of  our  coxswain,  then,  was  one 
in  simple  obedience  to  orders,  however  umvise, 
under  the  circumstances,  such  orders  were.  He 
was  often  most  urgently  pressed  before  the  race 
to  disobey  them,  should  they  come,  but  always 
refrained  from  committing  himself. 

The  denouncing  the  act  as  very  foolish — in 
short,  as  fatal  to  our  interests  that  day — was 
not  confined  to  any  one  English  paper.  It  is 
plain  that,  had  our  men  been  directly  in  front 
of  their  opponents  all  the  way  from  the  Crab- 
tree  to  Chiswick  Ait,  the  latter  would  not  have 


passed  them  so  soon  as  they  did,  because  they 
would  have  had  to  row  all  that  distance  in  quite 
lumpy  water,  instead  of  that  equally  good  with 
what  the  leaders  had ;  and  that  this  must  be 
prejudicial  to  a  narrow  boat  can  hardly  be  bet- 
ter shown  than  by  recalling  how,  as  has  already 
been  said,  our  own  boat  rolled  during  the  last 
two  miles  of  the  way,  even  though  she  was 
wider  tha.x  theirs.  Not  unlikely,  when  Oxford 
reached  the  spot  where  they  usually  pass  Cam- 
bridge, had  they  found  that  they  did  not  go  by, 
and  could  not  tell  how  far  ahead  the  others 
were,  they  would  have  become  demoralized, 
ignorant  of  just  what  amount  of  power  there 
was  left  in  the  other  boat,  and,  pulling  Avith  less 
heart,  have  lost  the  race. 

Had  the  Harvard  Stroke  been  at  his  weight 
instead  of  nearly,  if  not  quite,  ten  pounds  under 
it;  had  Number  Two  been  in  his  best  condition, 
as  he  uniformly  has  been  in  all  j)ast  races  ;  had 
Number  Three  suftered  no  impediment  from 
his  clothes,  thus  enabling  Bow  to  lay  out  all 
his  strength  eff'ectively ;  and  had  the  coxswain 
steered  as  an  English  one  would  have"  done  ; 
moreover,  had  they  all  had  three  months  of 
practice  together  instead  of  three  weeks,  they 
would  still  have  been  no  better  oft'  than  their 
rivals.  Only  the  night  before  the  race  I  asked 
INIr.  Willan  if  his  crew  were  all  right,  and  he 
said  they  were. 

Again,  supposing  our  men  had  been  all 
right,  it  is  not  so  certain  they  Avould  have  Avon. 
As  nearly  as  the  Aveights  are  knoAvn — for  the 
Harvard  men  neglected  to  Aveigh  just  before 
the  race — they  compared  about  as  folloAvs  : 

OXFORD.  lbs.  IIAKVATID.  IbS. 

Willan  (Coi(')   ICS  Fay  (Boiv)   155 

Yarborou^h  (2)   ITl  Lvman  (3)   154 

Tinnc:!(3)/   189  Simmons  (1)   ITl 

Diwbishh-e  (Stroke) .. .  160  Loving  {Stroke)   146 

Hall  {Coxswain)  102  Buruham  {Coxswain).  105 

"790  "731 

Here,  then,  their  Bow  Aveighed  thirteen  pounds 
more  than  ours ;  their  next  man  seventeen  more 
than  his  mate  ;  the  next  eighteen,  and  the  Stroke 
fourteen ;  Avhile  they  had  three  pounds  less  of 
coxsAvain.  Thus  they  had  over  sixty  pounds 
more  of  carrying  Aveight,  not  fat,  but  good  bone 
and  muscle,  toughened  and  Avell-seasoned,  every 
ounce  of  it,  by  many  a  fierce  struggle.  The 
methods  of  numbering  the  men  in  the  boats  in 
the  tAvo  countries  Avill  be  seen  in  the  above 
schedule.  They  commence  to  number  at  boAV, 
AA^e  at  stroke. 

Again,  from  most  accurate  statistics,  Oxford, 
averaging  under  thirty-nine  strokes  a  minute 
the  first  half  of  the  course,  and  this  including 
their  spurt  at  starting,  averaged  just  forty  the 
last  half.  Harvard,  swift  in  the  first  half,  never 
reached  forty  the  last.  These  data  were  ob- 
tained with  great  care  and  accuracy  by  three 
gentlemen  at  the  Avriter's  special  request.  One 
of  them — an  American  gentleman  connected 
Avith  Oxford  University,  counted  and  jotted 
down  Oxford's  strokes  each  minute.  A  Har- 
vard graduate  counted  Harvard's ;  and  an 
American  gentleman,  timing  A\-ith  one  of  Ben- 
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son's  best  chronome- 
ters, sent  down  by 
request  for  this  spe- 
cial purpose. 

A  more  surprising 
fact  is,  that  the  Ox- 
ford crew  took  just 
three  more  strokes  in 
the  Avhole  distance 
than  their  rivals. 
This,  at  least,  is  no 
compliment  to  their 
peculiar  "stroke"  or 
"style"  of  rowing. 
That  their  method  of 
*•  coaching"  — name- 
ly, watching  their 
men  in  profile  from 
some  conveyance 
alongside,  and  crying 
out  their  faults  to 
them  at  once,  is  supe- 
rior to  ours — where 
the  bow  man,  with 
enough  other  work  to 

do,  has  to  add  this  responsibility — seems  to  me 


JAMES  KENFORTH. 


WALTER  BROWN. 

certainly  reasonable.  That  such  careful  instruc- 
tion applied  to  our  peculiar  stroke,  with  equal- 
ly powerful  men  to  pull  it,  would  attain  greater 
speed,  the  above  figures  seem  to  me  to  go  to 
establish.  It  is  very  doubtful  if  Harvard  will 
start  quite  as  fast  when  she  tries  a  four-mile- 
and-a-quarter  race  again. 

That  an  Oxford  or  Cambridge  crew  will  be 
warmly  welcomed  and  handsomely  looked  aft- 
er, should  they  venture  to  this  land,  need  hard- 
ly be  stated,  and  the  number  who  hope  they 
wdll  come  has  been  many  times  multiplied  by 
the  event  of  the  last  Friday  of  last  August. 

Walter  Brown,  the  champion  sculler  of 
America,  urged  on  by  the  match  we  have  been 
attempting  to  describe,  came  out  to  England 
while  the  Harvard  men  were  there,  to  row  the 
champion  sculler  of  the  world,  James  Renforth, 
of  Ne\vcastle-on-Tyne.  And  portraits  of  the 
two,  with  a  sketch  of  Harry  Kelly,  the  ex-cham- 
pion, are  here  appended. 


HARRY  KELLY, 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

EVEN  had  Mrs.  Scanlan  wished  again  to 
reason  with  her  husband,  he  gave  her  no 
opportunity  of  so  doing.  He  scarcely  spoke 
to  her,  or  took  any  notice  of  her,  but  addressed 
himself  entirely  to  the  children  ;  and,  early 
next  day,  he  started  for  one  of  his  three-days' 
visits  to  a  great  house  on  the  borders  of  his 
parish,  where  the  agreeable  Irish  curate  was 
always  welcome,  particularly  in  the  shooting 
season ;  when  all  sorts  of  dukes  and  lords  "  of 
high  emprise"  assembled  to  make  war  upon 
pheasants  and  partridges.  Mr.  Scanlan  sel- 
dom handled  a  gun  himself — it  Avas  unclerical 
— but  he  was  great  at  a  hedge-side  lunch,  and 
greater  at  a  smoking-room  conclave.  Nor  did 
he  spare  any  trouble  to  be  amusing ;  for,  like 
a  celebrated  countryman  of  his  own,  he  "  dear- 
ly loved  a  lord." 

When  he  had  departed,  saying  loudly  to 
Adrienne,  in  her  mother's  hearing,  "  that  he 
was  sure  he  should  enjoy  himself  extremely" — 
when  the  house  would  be  empty  of  him  for  three 
whole  days  (and,  oh,  misery  !  it  did  not  feel 
empty,  only  free  and  clear),  then  Mrs,  Scanlan 
set  herself  to  meet  the  future  ;  to  ascertain,  not 
what  she  ought  to  do,  that  was  already  decided, 
but  in  what  manner  she  could  best  do  it. 

Deliberately,  judicially,  advisedly — out  of  no 
outburst  of  passion,  no  vengeance  for  personal 
wrong,  but  with  a  firm  conviction  that  she  was 
doing  the  right  thing  and  the  only  thing,  this 
woman  contemplated  quitting  her  husband — 
separating  herself  entirely  from  him  a  mensd  et 
thoro,  as  the  lawyers  say,  from  bed  and  board 
— for  life ;  since  after  such  a  step  there  is  no 
return.  Nor  was  she  a  woman  ever  likely  to 
return.  She  had  much  endurance — long  pa- 
tience ;  she  was  slow  in  making  up  her  mind, 
but  once  made  up  she  almost  never  changed  it 
— suffered  from  neither  hesitations,  recalcitra- 
tions,  nor  regrets,  but  went  resolutely  on  to  the 
end. 

She  knew  her  desertion  of  her  husband 
would  bring  no  opprobrium  upon  him ;  quite 
the  contrary — the  blame  would  probably  be  laid 
to  her  own  door.  He  had  broken  none  of  the 
external  duties  of  married  life — was  neither  a 
profligate  nor  a  drunkard ;  had  kept  carefully 
within  the  bounds  of  worldly  morality,  and 
probably  the  world  would  sympathize  with  him 
much  ;  that  is,  if  he  made  public  his  wife's 
secession,  which  there  was  no  absolute  neces- 
sity for  him  to  do.  "  Going  abroad  a  while  for 
the  children's  education,"  that  was  the  nearest 


and  most  convenient  fiction  to  account  for  her 
absence,  and  this  she  should  leave  him  at  full 
liberty  to  use.  For  she  had  no  wish  either  to 
harm  him,  or  complain  of  him,  or  seek  any 
remedy  against  him.  She  wanted  simply  to 
escape  from  him — to  escape  with  life,  and  only 
that,  for  she  determined  to  take  notbing  with 
her  either  of  hers  or  the  children's,  except 
clothes.  Nor  would  she  ever  ask  a  penny  of 
him  for  maintenance  ;  the  whole  income  of  the 
curacy  should  remain  his  to  spend  as  he  chose. 
Thus,  to  the  best  of  her  power,  she  meted  out 
strict  equity  between  him  and  herself,  as  well 
as  between  him  and  his  children.  They  had 
never  owed  much  to  their  father,  except  the 
mere  gift  of  existence ;  henceforward  she  de- 
termined they  should  owe  nothing.  It  would 
be  her  daily  counsel  to  them  to  struggle,  work, 
starve  even,  rather  than  ask  him  for  any  thing. 
In  the  new  and  terrible  code  which  she  had 
laid  down  for  herself,  to  which  she  had  been 
driven  by  most  cruel  circumstance,  no  love,  no 
generosity  was  possible — only  stern,  even-hand- 
ed justice,  the  same  on  both  sides.  She  tried 
to  see  it,  and  do  it. 

Feeling  of  every  kind  the  miserable  wife  put 
aside  from  her  entirely.  Had  she  for  one  in- 
stant let  the  flood-gates  of  emotion  loose,  her 
reason,  strength,  and  power  of  action  would 
have  been  swamped  entirely. 

She  knew  she  was  acting  contrary  to  most 
laws,  social  and  scriptural,  which  the  Avorld 
believes  in  ;  but  this  moved  her  not.  It  was 
Mrs.  Scanlan's  peculiarity  that,  her  conscience 
clear,  nothing  external  afl'ected  her  in  the 
least ;  also,  that  if  dissatisfied  with  herself,  no 
praises  of  others  satisfied  her  for  a  moment. 
Therefore  in  this  her  flight,  from  moral  as  from 
physical  contagion,  she  consulted  no  one,  trust- 
ed no  one,  but  was  resolved  simply  to  take  her 
children,  and  depart. 

This  departure  must  be  sudden  ;  and,  of 
necessity,  in  Mr.  Scanlan's  absence,  but  she 
would  arrange  it  so  as  to  make  it  of  as  little 
public  a  nature  as  possible,  so  that  he  might 
give  it  whatever  color  he  pleased.  Whether 
for  or  against  herself  she  little  cared ;  her  only 
anxiety  was  to  do  the  right  thing;  nor,  with 
that  extraordinary  singleness  of  purpose  she 
had,  did  it  much  trouble  her  whether  other 
people  thought  well  or  ill  of  her  for  doing  it. 

The  only  person  to  whom  she  meant  to  con- 
fide the  secret  of  her  flight,  and  where  she  would 
be  found,  was  Priscilla  Nunn,  upon  whom  she 
depended  for  future  subsistence,  Priscilla  had 
often  lamented  that  Mrs,  Scanlan  was  not  in 


Paris,  where  she  had  hitely  established  an  agen- 
cy, in  which  house  Josephine's  skillful  handi- 
work could  have  earned  twice  the  income  it 
did  here.  To  Paris,  therefore,  the  mother  de- 
termined to  go — la  belle  France,  which  she  had 
taught  her  children  to  dream  of  as  a  sort  of 
earthly  paradise,  where  the  sun  always  shone, 
and  life  was  all  pleasantness  and  brightness. 
That  every  one  of  her  young  folk  would  be  eager 
to  go — asking  no  questions ;  for  she  had  de- 
termined to  answer  none,  except  in  the  very 
briefest  way — she  had  not  a  shadow  of  doubt. 
Her  influence  with  her  children  was  still  para- 
mount and  entire. 

Once  in  France,  and  all  her  own,  to  be 
brought  up  in  the  traditions  of  her  race  ;  in  the 
pure  Huguenot  faith,  such  as  she  saw  it  through 
the  golden  haze  of  memory;  in  the  creed  of 
chivalry  and  honor  which,  though  poor  as  peas- 
ants since  the  time  of  the  first  Revolution,  the 
De  Bougainvilles  had  ever  held  unstained — oh, 
how  happy  both  she  and  her  little  flock  would 
be! 

Most  of  all,  Cesar,  who  was  just  reaching  the 
age  when  the  most  affectionate  of  fathers  and 
sons  seldom  quite  agree,  and  nature  herself  gives 
the  signal  of  temporary  separation  ;  after  which 
they  meet  again  on  equal  terms  as  man  and 
man,  neither  encroaching  on  the  rights  of  the 
other.  In  spite  of  their  late  alliance — more 
dangerous  than  any  quarrel — Cesar  and  his  fa- 
ther had  been  far  from  harmonious  for  the  last 
year  or  two ;  and  the  boy  had  confessed  that 
he  should  be  only  too  thankful  when  he  was  out 
in  the  world  "on  his  own  hook." 

Now,  Cesar  was  his  mother's  darling.  Not 
openly — she  was  too  just  to  let  partiality  ap- 
pear— but  in  her  heart  she  built  more  hopes  on 
him  than  on  any  of  her  children.  None  the 
less  so  because  she  saw  in  him  the  old  genera- 
tion revived.  Josephine  had  had  a  passionate 
admiration  for  her  father ;  so  strong  that  it 
made  her  struggle  to  the  last  to  keep  sacred  in 
her  children's  eyes  that  pitiful  imitation  of  true 
fatherhood  which  it  had  been  their  lot  to  have, 
while  she  herself  had  been  blessed  with  the  re- 
ality. Her  half-broken,  empty  heart  clung  to 
the  image  of  her  dead  father  which  she  saw  re- 
vived in  her  living  son — the  hope  that,  passing 
over  a  generation,  the  old  type  might  be  re- 
vived, and  Cesar  might  grow  up — not  a  Scanlan 
at  all — wholly  a  De  Bougainville. 

It  seemed  so  at  present.  Besides  being  ex- 
ternally so  like  the  old  Vicomte  that  he  startled 
her  continually  by  tones,  gestures,  modes  of 
speech,  as  if  it  Avere  the  dead  come  alive  again 
— he  seemed  in  character  to  be  strong,  reliable, 
truthful,  honest ;  every  thing  that  his  grandfa- 
ther had  been,  and  his  father  was  not.  And 
yet  to  confide  in  him,  to  enlist  him  against  his 
father,  was  a  thing  at  which  Josephine's  sense 
of  right  recoiled  at  once.  The  only  thing  she 
could  do — which  she  was  in  a  measure  forced 
to  do — was  to  learn  from  her  son  the  exact  foot- 
ing upon  which  matters  stood. 

She  did  it  very  simply,  cutting  the  Gordian 
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knot  by  what  is  at  once  the  sharpest  and  safest 
knife  that  any  body  ever  can  use— truth. 

"  Cesar,  I  have  some  very  important  plans  in 
my  mind,  which  concern  you  as  well  as  myself; 
they  will  be  settled  in  a  day  or  two,  and  then  I 
will  tell  you  them  :  in  the  mean  time  tell  me 
every  thing  that  has  passed  between  vou  and 
your  f\\ther.  I  have  a  right  to  know,  and  papa 
knows  I  meant  to  ask  you." 

"Oh,  I'm  so  glad!"  cried  the  boy,  greatly 
relieved,  and  immediately  began  and  told  ev- 
ery thing. 

It  was  worse  than  she  had  anticipated,  and 
caused  her  to  regret,  not  her  haste  but  her  dil- 
atoriness,  in  compelling  this  confidence.  With 
the  rash  incontinence  of  speech  which  formed 
such  a  curious  contrast  to  his  fits  of  cunning 
reticence,  Mr.  Scanlan  had  not  hesitated  to 
explain  all  his  affairs  to  his  son — that  is,  in 
the  light  in  which  he  viewed  them.  And  he 
had  for  months  past  been  in  the  habit,  when- 
ever he  wanted  money,  of  sending  the  lad  about 
"begging,"  as  Cesar  irritatedly  called  it :  bor- 
rowing from  house  to  house  small  sums,  on  one 
excuse  or  other,  till  there  was  hardly  a  well-to- 
do  family  in  the  parish  who  had  not  lent  him 
something,  and  never  been  repaid. 

"And  the  strange  thing  is,"  said  the  boy, 
who,  his  tongue  and  his  conscience  being  both 
unsealed,  opened  his  whole  heart  to  his  mo- 
ther, "that  papa  does  not  intend  to  pay,  yet 
seems  to  think  this  not  wrong  at  all.  He  says 
that  it  is  the  business  of  the  parish  to  maintain 
him  comfortably,  and  that  borrowing  money  is 
only  doing  as  the  Israelites  did — 'spoiling  the 
Egyptians.'    Mamma,  what  does  he  mean?" 

The  mother  answered  nothing.  She  did  not 
even  dare  to  meet  her  boy's  eyes — she  only  cast 
them  upward  in  a  kind  of  despair,  as  if  taking 
Heaven  to  witness  that  the  step  she  contempla- 
ted was  not  only  right,  but  inevitable. 

It  struck  her,  however,  that  before  she  took 
it  she  ought  to  discover,  not  the  equity — of  that 
she  had  no  doubt — but  the  law  of  what  she  was 
about  to  do :  how  far  her  rights  extended,  and 
what  legal  mode  of  defense  she  had,  supposing 
her  lot  drifted  her  into  that  cruel  position — a 
wife  who  has  to  protect  herself  against  her  nat- 
ural protector,  her  husband. 

That  night,  the  children  being  all  in  bed,  and 
even  Bridget's  watchful  eyes  at  last  sealed  safe 
in  slumber,  Mrs.  Scanlan  took  down  a  big  book 
which  she  had  some  time  ago  borrowed  from 
Mr.  Langhorne,  and  began  carefully  to  study 
the  laws  relating  to  married  women  and  their 
property,  in  order  to  ascertain  what  her  rights 
Avere  :  only  her  rights — no  more. 

She  found  what  many  an  unfortunate  wife 
and  mother  has  found:  that,  according  as  the 
law  of  England  then  stood,  and,  with  111  tie  mod- 
ification, now  stands,  a  married  woman  has  no 
rights  at  all. 

First— for  Josephine  had  strength  and  cour- 
age to  write  all  tilings  down,  so  as  to  have  the 
case  as  clearly  l)cfore  her  mind  as  possible— 
unless  there  exists  an  antenuptial  settlement, 
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every  farthing  a  wife  may  have,  or  acquire,  or 
earn,  is  not  hers,  but  her  husband's,  to  seize 
and  use  at  his  pleasure.  Second — that  he  may 
personally  "chastise"  her — "confine"  her — re- 
strict her  to  the  merest  necessaries,  or  treat  her 
with  every  unkindness  short  of  endangering  her 
life — without  being  punishable.  Third — that 
if  she  escapes  from  him  he  can  pursue  her,  and 
bring  her  back,  forcing  her  to  live  with  him, 
and  share,  however  unwillingly,  the  burden  and 
disgrace  of  his  wrong-doings  ;  or,  if  he  dislikes 
this,  he  may  refuse  to  maintain  her ;  while,  at 
the  same  time,  if  she  is  able  to  maintain  herself, 
he  can  swoop  down  upon  her  from  time  to  time, 
and  appropriate  all  her  earnings,  she  having 
no  defense  whatever  against  him.  Is  he  not  her 
husband,  and  all  hers  his,  no  matter  how  ac- 
quired ? 

Then,  as  regards  her  children.  After  they 
are  seven  years  old  he  can  take  them  from  her, 
denying  her  even  access  to  them,  and  bringing 
them  up  exactly  as  he  chooses,  within  certain 
limits,  which  the  law,  jealous  of  interference 
with  paternal  authority,  usually  makes  broad 
enough.  In  fact,  until  they  become  of  age, 
they  are  as  much  in  his  power  as  his  wdfe  is — 
mere  goods  and  chattels,  for  whom  he  is  re- 
sponsible to  no  one,  so  long  as  he  offends  so- 
ciety by  no  open  cruelty  or  crime. 

Rich  women,  who  can  make  to  themselves  a 
barricade  of  trustees,  settlements,  etc. — those  in- 
genious devices  by  which  the  better  classes  pro- 
tect themselves  against  the  law — are  able  to  neu- 
tralize its  effects  a  little  ;  but  for  poor  women, 
working-women,  dowerless  women,  this  is  how 
it  stands ;  and  thus,  after  a  long  hour  of  half- 
incredulous  studying,  Mrs.  Scanlan  found  it. 

She  sat  perfectly  aghast.  In  her  ignorance 
she  had  never  contemplated  such  a  state  of 
things.  She  knew  marriage  was,  in  a  sense,  a 
bondage,  as  all  duties  and  ties  must  be  more  or 
less ;  but  she  believed  it  a  sacred  bondage,  the 
same  on  both  sides,  or  rather  a  partnership,  in 
which  each  had  equal  rights,  equal  responsibil- 
ities, and,  did  either  fail  in  the  fulfillment  of 
them,  equal  powers  of  self-defense  against  the 
wrong.  For,  alas  !  such  is  the  imperfection  of 
things  human,  that  in  all  bonds  we  accept — 
including  marriage — it  behooves  us  not  to  for- 
get the  melancholy  maxim,  "Treat  every  ene- 
my as  a  possible  friend,  and  every  friend  as  a 
possible  enemy."  And  it  harms  no  men  or  wo- 
men who  have  found  in  a  married  partner  their 
best  and  closest  friend  to  know  that  other  mis- 
erable men  and  women,  who  have  proved  theirs 
to  be  their  direst  enemy,  have  a  refuge  and  pro- 
tection provided  for  them  by  the  law,  which  is 
a  terror  to  evil-doers  only,  not  to  those  who  do 
well. 

Josephine  Scanlan,  now  that  she  knew  her 
lot,  writhed  under  it  as  if  she  had  felt  coiling 
round  her  the  rings  of  a  serpent.  It  bound 
her,  it  strangled  her,  it  hissed  its  hot  breath  in 
her  face,  till  she  seemed  nearly  growing  mad. 

She  had  married — which  alone  implied  that 
she  had  been  content  to  merge  her  existence  in  i 


that  of  her  husband  ;  that  she  desired  no  prom- 
inent self-assertion,  no  contradictory  rights. 
Had  her  marriage  turned  out  what  marriage 
should  be,  neither  would  ever  have  thought  of 
their  rights  at  all,  only  of  their  duties,  and 
scarcely  even  of  these ;  for  love  would  have 
transformed  them  into  pure  delights.  But  ev- 
ery union  is  not  a  happy  one  ;  every  bridegroom 
is  not  what  his  bride  believes  him  ;  nor — for  let 
us  be  just — every  bride  what  her  husband  hopes 
to  find  her.  In  such  cases,  what  redress  ?  For 
the  husband,  some,  seeing  he  has  the  power  in 
his  own  hands  ;  for  the  wife,  none  at  all.  The 
man  may  be  knave  or  fool,  may  beggar  her  by  his 
folly,  disgrace  and  corrupt  her  children  by  his 
knavery,  yet  she  can  neither  cut  him  adrift,  as 
he  can  her  under  similar  circumstances,  nor  es- 
cape from  him,  as  Josephine  Scanlan  desired 
to  do. 

All  in  vain.  She  found  that,  struggle  as  she 
might,  she  could  not  get  free.  Though  she 
wanted  nothing  from  her  husband,  was  pre- 
pared to  maintain  herself  and  her  children,  not 
interfering  with  him  in  any  way,  still  he  had 
just  the  same  rights  over  her,  could  pursue  her 
to  the  world's  end,  take  her  children  from  her, 
possess  himself  of  every  thing  she  had — and  the 
law  would  uphold  him  in  this,  so  long  as  he 
kept  Avithin  its  bounds  and  committed  no  actual 
crime.  There  it  was,  clear  as  daylight :  that 
however  bad  a  man  may  be,  hoAvever  fatal  his 
influence  and  dangerous  his  association  to  those 
belonging  to  him — for  nothing  short  of  adultery 
or  cruelty  can  a  wife  get  protection  against  him, 
or  succeed  in  separating  herself  from  him  and 
his  fortunes. 

There  are  people  who  believe  this  to  be  right, 
and  according  to  Scripture.  I  wonder  wheth- 
er they  would  still  believe  it  if  they  found  them- 
selves in  the  position  of  Josephine  Scanlan  ? 

As  she  sat  reading,  in  the  dead  of  night,  with 
the  house  so  still  that  the  seream  of  a  little 
mouse  behind  the  wainscot  startled  her  and 
made  her  shiver  with  nervous  dread,  there 
came  over  her,  first  a  sense  of  utter  despair, 
and  then  the  frenzied  strength  which  is  born  of 
despair.  Rights  or  no  rights,  law  or  no  law, 
she  would  be  free.  Nothing  on  earth  should 
bind  her,  an  honest  woman,  to  a  dishonest  man  ; 
nothing  should  force  her  to  keep  up  the  sham 
of  love  where  love  was  gone ;  notliing  should 
terrify  her  into  leaving  her  poor  children  to  the 
contamination  of  their  father's  example.  No, 
she  would  be  free.  By  fair  means  or  foul  she 
would  set  herself  free,  and  them  likewise. 

A  timid  woman,  or  one  who  was  keenl}-  alive 
to  the  world's  opinion,  might  have  hesitated ; 
but  Josephine  was  come  to  that  pass  when  she 
recognized  no  law  but  her  conscience,  no  relig- 
ion except  a  blind  faith  that  God,  being  a  just 
God,  would  make  all  things  right  in  the  end. 
Beyond  this  she  felt  nothing,  except  a  resolute, 
desperate,  and  utterly  fearless  will,  that  was  ca- 
pable of  any  effort  and  stopped  by  no  hindrance. 
\Yhile  she  sat  calculating  all  the  pros  and  cons, 
the  risks  and  difficulties  of  the  course  she  was 


A  BRAVE  LADY. 


still  as  ever  determined  upon — only  it  required 
now  cunning  as  well  as  resolution,  deception 
instead  of  truth — she  recalled  the  story  of  a  cer- 
tain Huguenot  ancestress — also  a  Josephine  de 
Bougainville — who,  when  the  Catholics  attacked 
her  house,  stood  at  its  doorway,  pistol  in  hand, 
with  her  two  children  behind  her,  and  fought 
for  them — killing  more  than  one  man  the  while 
— until  she  was  killed  herself,  Josephine  Scan- 
Ian  would  have  done  the  same — and  she  knew 
it. 

No  future  contingencies  on  the  side  of  expe- 
diency perplexed  her  mind.  Mr.  Oldham's 
death  might  not  happen  for  years,  and  when 
it  did  happen  it  might  not  affect  her :  the  for- 
tune might  be  left  elsewhere.  Nay,  if  not, 
what  matter?  As  the  law  stood,  it  would 
not  be  hers,  but  her  husband's ;  and  he  would 
be  as  unscrupulous  over  thousands  as  he  had 
been  over  hundreds.  Once  she  had  thought 
differently,  had  fondly  hoped  that  the  posses- 
sion of  wealth  would  make  him  all  right ;  now 
she  knew  the  taint  in  him  was  ineradicable. 
His  dishonesty,  his  utter  incapacity  to  recog- 
nize-what  honesty  was,  seemed  an  actual  mor- 
al disease.  And  diseases  are  hereditary.  At 
least,  nothing  but  the  utmost  care  can  pre- 
vent them  from  becoming  hereditary.  Even 
as  a  noble  ancestor  often  stamps  his  likeness, 
mental  and  physical,  upon  unborn  generations, 
so  does  any  base  blood,  morally  speaking — for 
moral  baseness  is  the  only  real  degradation — 
crop  out  in  a  family  now  and  then  in  the  most 
mysterious  way  for  generations ;  requiring  ev- 
ery effort  of  education  to  conquer  it — if  it  can 
ever  be  conquered  at  all, 

Mrs.  Scanlan's  ambition  for  her  children  was 
altered  now.  Once  she  had  wished  to  make 
them  rich — now  her  only  longing  was  that  they 
should  be  honest.  The  wealth  of  the  Indies 
would  be  worth  nothing  to  her  if  they  learned 
to  use  it  as  their  father — faithless  in  much  as 
he  had  been  in  little — would  assuredly  teach 
them.  Better  that  Cesar  and  Louis,  and  even 
delicate  Adrienne,  should  earn  their  bread  by 
the  SAveat  of  their  broAv,  and  earn  it  honestly, 
than  that  they  should  share  any  bread,  even  a 
father's,  that  was  unrighteously  gained  ;  or  grow 
up  reckless,  selfish  spendthrifts,  to  whom  wealth 
was  no  blessing,  only  an  added  curse.  If  it 
came,  let  him  take  it !  she  cared  not.  Her  sole 
hope  was  to  snatch  up  her  children  and  fly. 

That  very  night  Josephine  laid  her  plans, 
modified  according  to  the  new  light  which  she 
had  gained  as  to  her  legal  position — laid  them 
with  a  caution  and  foresight  worthy  of  one  of 
those  righteous  conspirators  against  unright- 
eous authority,  who,  according  as  they  succeed 
or  fail,  are  termed  in  history  patriots  or  trait- 
ors. Some  end  on  a  throne,  others  on  a  scaf- 
fold ;  but  I  think,  if  they  have  an  equally  clear 
conscience.  Heaven  gives  to  both  good  rest. 
And  good  rest,  strangely  calm,  came  to  Jo- 
sephine's tired  eyelids  somewhere  about  dawn. 

She  woke  with  the  feeling  of  something  hav- 
ing happened,  or  being  about  to  happen — the 
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sort  of  feeling  that  most  of  us  have  on  a  mar- 
riage or  funeral  morning;  they  are  strangelv 
alike— that  this  day  will  make,Vor  good  or  ill 
a  great  gulf  between  the  old  life  and  the  new.' 
Nevertheless,  she  rose  and  prepared  for  it  as 
somehow  or  other  we  all  do  prepare,  with  a  fac- 
titious calmness,  that  grows  easier  each  miiuite 
as  we  approach  the  inevitable. 

On  descending  to  her  children,  the  first  thing 
she  saw  was  a  letter  from  Mr.  Scanlan,  not  to 
herself  but  to  Adriennoi  saying  he  was  enjoying 
himself  so  much  that  he  meant  to  stay  away 
the  whole  week.  Therefore  she  had  before  her 
that  week.  Within  it  something  might  occur. 
No,  nothing  would  occur— nothing  that  could 
save  her  from  the  act  which  she  felt  was  a  ne- 
cessity. Only  a  miracle  could  so  change  things 
as  to  cause  her  to  change  ;  and  miracles  do  not 
happen  in  these  days. 

Simple  as  her  preparations  were,  she  found 
them  a  little  difficult  to  manage  without  excit- 
ing the  suspicion  of  her  household.  At  first 
she  had  intended  to  take  Bridget  with  her; 
now  she  decided  not.  No  one  should  be  com- 
promised by  her  departure :  no  one,  until  she 
was  clearly  away,  should  know  any  thing  about 
it.  Besides,  in  leaving  Bridget  behind  at 
Wren's  Nest,  she  left  a  certain  guarantee  that 
things  would  go  on  rightly  there,  and  Mr.  Scan- 
lan's physical  comforts  be  looked  after,  at  least 
for  the  present. 

For,  strangely  enough,  up  from  the  fathom- 
less tragedy  of  her  heart  came  floating  small, 
ridiculous,  surface  things — such  as  Avho  would 
arrange  her  husband's  breakfasts  and  dinners, 
see  that  he  had  every  thing  comfortable,  and  do 
for  him  the  thousand  and  one  trifles  which — he 
being  either  more  helpless  or  more  lazy  than 
most  men — these  seventeen  years  she  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  doing  for  him?  Mechanically 
she  did  them  to  the  last ;  even  sewing  buttons 
on  his  clean  shirts,  and  looking  over  his  clothes 
for  several  weeks  to  come,  till  the  farce  and  the 
tragedy  of  her  departure  mixed  themselves  to- 
gether in  such  a  horrible  way,  and  the  familiar 
facts  of  everyday  life  assumed  such  a  ghastly 
pathos,  that  she  felt  she  must  shut  her  eyes  and 
steel  her  heart,  if  her  purpose  was  to  be  carried 
out  at  all. 

Day  after  day  slipped  past ;  as  they  slip  past 
a  doomed  man  who  has  lost  all  hope  of  reprieve, 
yet  has  become  not  yet  quite  indifl'erent  to  dy- 
ing— a  death  in  the  midst  of  life  ;  which,  so  far 
as  this  world  ends,  is  ended  forever.  It  may 
be  the  entrance  to  a  new  life,  but  this  life  is  the 
familiar  one — this  is  the  one  he  uiuierstands. 
Somewhat  thus  did  Josephine  feel  when,  night 
after  night,  she  lay  down  in  her  empty,  silent 
chamber,  foretasting  the  loneliness  tiiat  would 
henceforward  be  hers  till  death.  Yet  slic  nev- 
er wavered.  She  believed  she  was  doing  right ; 
and  with  her,  that  question  being  decided,  no 
after-thought  ever  came. 

Still,  she  deferred  till  the  very  last  making 
her  only  necessary  confidence,  which  was  to 
Priscilla  Nunn.    Even  to  her  it  would  be  brief 
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enough,  merely  enough  to  secure  the  faithful 
woman's  help  in  Paris,  and  to  conceal  her  ad- 
dress there  from  every  body,  including  ;Mr. 
Scanlan.  Further,  neither  to  Priscilla  nor  to 
any  one  did  she  intend  to  explain.  When  we 
have  to  hew  off"  a  rotten  branch  to  save' the  rest 
of  the  tree,  we  hew  it  off";  but  we  do  not  sit 
slashing  and  hacking  at  it,  and  prating  to  all 
comers  what  harm  it  has  done  ns,  and  the  rea- 
son why  we  cut  it  down.  At  least,  Josephine 
was  not  the  woman  to  do  this ;  she  acted,  but 
she  never  talked. 

Having  settled  almost  word  for  word — the 
fewest  possible — what  she  had  to  explain  to 
Priscilla,  she  started  on  her  walk  to  receive 
from  the  little  shop  the  money  that  was  due  to 
her — a  tolerable  sum,  enough  to  take  her  and 
the  children  to  Paris,  and  keep  them  there,  at 
least  beyond  want,  for  a  short  time,  till  she  ob- 
tained the  work  which,  with  Priscilla's  assist- 
ance, she  had  no  fear  of  getting.  Every  thing 
she  did  was  done  in  the  most  methodical  man- 
ner, even  to  the  new  name  she  meant  to  take — 
her  mother's  maiden  name — wliich  she  did  not 
think  Mr.  Scanlan  had  ever  asked  or  heard. 

She  had  hoped  to  go  through  Ditchley  with- 
out meeting  any  one  she  knew,  but  just  before 
she  readied  Priscilla's  shop  she  was  stopped  by 
Mr.  LangluTine,  whom  she  had  not  seen  for 
some  time,  since  the  sudden  friendliness  which 
had  sprung  up  between  them  after  Mr.  Oldham's 
illness  had  as  suddenly  died  down — she  well 
guessed  why.  From  her  husband's  irritability 
whenever  the  lawyer  was  named,  she  knew  he 
had  tried  to  borrow  from  him,  and  fiiiled  :  after 
which  little  episode  Mr.  Scanlan  could  never 
see  merit  in  any  body :  so  Josephine  let  this 
friend  also  drop  from  her,  as  she  did  all  her 
friends.  It  was  safest  and  best  for  them  and 
for  her. 

Still  she  and  Mr.  Langhorne  spoke  kindly 
when  they  did  meet,  and  now  he  crossed  the 
street  to  join  her.  He  had  been  calling  at  the 
Rectory,  he  said  :  had  found  Mr.  Oldham  some- 
what better,  and  the  nurse,  trying  to  make  out 
the  poor  invalid's  confused  speech,  had  caught 
the  name  of  Mrs.  Scanlan.  Would  it  not  be 
well,  ^Ir.  Langhorne  suggested,  for  Mrs.  Scan- 
lan to  go  and  see  him  ? 

Josephine  hesitated.  Great  griefs  had  so 
swallowed  up  her  lesser  ones  that  she  had  not 
visited  her  poor  old  friend  for  weeks  past. 
Now  that  she  was  quitting  him  too — for  what 
must  surely  be  an  eternal  farewell — she  thought 
she  ought  to  go  and  see  him  once  more.  It 
would  be  painful,  for  she  had  always  kept  a 
tender  corner  in  her  heart  for  ]Mr.  Oldham ; 
but  happily  he  would  never  know  the  pain. 

"Do  you  really  think  he  wants  me,  or  that 
he  has  begun  again  to  notice  any  body  ?  In 
that  case  I  would  gladly  go  much  oftener  than 
I  do."' 

What  was  she  promising,  when  she  could 
fulfill  nothing?  when  in  a  few  days — nay,  a 
few  hours — her  fate  would  have  come,  and  she 
would  have  left  Ditchley  forever?  Struck 


with  a  sudden  consciousness  of  this,  she  stopped 
abruptly — so  abruptly  that  ^Nlr.  Langhorne  turn- 
ed his  keen  eyes  upon  her  ;  which  confused  her 
still  more. 

Then  he  said,  in  a  somewhat  formal  man- 
ner, "I  do  not  urge  you  to  go ;  I  never  have 
urged  you,  knowing  it  could  make  no  dilFer- 
ence  in  any  thing  now.  Still,  if  our  poor 
friend  has  any  consciousness — and  we  never 
know  how  much  he  has — I  think  it  would  be  a 
kind  thing  for  you  to  see  him  often." 

"I  will  go  at  once,"  she  said,  and  parting 
from  ]Mr.  Langhorne,  took  the  turning  toward 
the  Rectory,  passing  Priscilla  Nunn's  door. 
As  she  passed  it  she  was  conscious  of  a  cer- 
tain relief :  in  being  able  to  keep,  if  for  only  an 
hour  longer,  the  bitter  secret  which  she  had 
hitherto  so  rigidly  hidden  from  all  her  neigh- 
bors, which,  so  long  as  it  is  unconfessed,  seems 
still  capable  of  remedy — the  misery  of  an  un- 
ha])py  maiTiage. 

The  Rectory  garden  looked  sweet  as  ever, 
carefully  tended  by  the  honest  old  gardener 
whom  Bridget  Avould  not  marry.  ]Mrs!  Scan- 
lan stoj^ped  to  speak  to  him,  and  ask  after  his 
new  wife,  a  young  and  comely  woman,  to  whom, 
in  spite  of  Bridget,  he  made  an  exceedingly 
good  husband. 

Yes,  he  was  very  comfortable,  he  said — 
hadn't  a  care  in  the  world  excejjt  for  the  dear 
master,  and  the  grief  it  was  to  keep  the  garden 
so  nice  with  nobody  to  look  at  it.  He  onlv 
wislied  !Mrs.  Scanlan  would  come  sometimes 
and  make  herself  at  home  there,  and  say  what 
she'd  like  to  have  done  in  it,  since  perhaps, 
when  it  pleased  God  to  take  the  dear  master 
out  of  his  troubles,  she  might  come  there  for 
good  and  all. 

Josephine  shrank  back,  knowing  well  what 
the  honest  fellow  alluded  to — the  common  talk 
of  the  parish,  that  Mr.  Scanlan  was  to  succeed 
Mr.  Oldham  as  rector  of  Ditchley.  It  seemed 
as  if  every  word  that  eveiy  body  said  to  her 
that  day  was  fated  to  stab  her  like  a  knife. 

But  when  she  went  up  stairs  to  Mr.  Old- 
ham's room  her  agitation  subsided,  and  a 
strange  j)eacefulness  came  over  her.  It  often 
did,  in  presence  of  that  living  corpse ;  which 
had  all  the  quietness  of  death  itself,  and  some 
of  the  beauty  ;  for  the  face  was  not  drawn  or 
altered  ;  and  any  one  whom  he  liked  to  see  Mr, 
Oldham  was  still  able  to  welcome  with  his  old 
smile.  As  he  welcomed  his  visitor  now ;  sig- 
naling for  her  to  come  and  sit  beside  him,  and 
take  possession  of  his  powerless  hand. 

Though  there  was  as  yet  in  his  countenance 
no  sign  of  that  merciful  order  of  release  which 
his  nearest  and  dearest  could  not  but  have 
hailed  as  the  best  blessing  possible  to  the  poor 
old  man,  still  this  smile  of  his  seemed  more 
serene  than  ordinary,  and  his  eyes  rested  upon 
his  visitor  with  a  wistful  affectionateness,  as  if 
he  too  were  taking  a  farewell — his  farewell  of 
her,  not  hers  of  him.  In  the  stillness  of  the 
sick  -  room,  Mrs.  Scanlan  forgot  for  a  time 
every  thing  but  her  poor  old  friend,  who  had 
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been  so  true  to  her,  and  so  faitlifiilly  kind  to 
her.  Iler  personal  griefs  melted  away,  her 
bitter  and  troubled  spirit  grew  calm.  The 
silent  land,  the  land  where  all  things  are  for- 
gotten, which  was,  alas  !  the  only  light  in  which 
she  looked  at  the  invisible  Avorld — for  her  hus- 
band's heaven  was  almost  as  obnoxious  to  her 
as  his  hell — became  a  less  aAvful,  nay,  a  desira- 
ble country.  In  it  she  might  perchance  find 
again — only  perchance !  for  every  thing  con- 
nected witli  religious  faith  had  grown  doubtful 
to  her — those  who  had  loved  her,  and  whom  it 
had  been  noble,  not  ignol)le,  to  love ;  her  mo- 
ther, dead  when  she  was  still  a  child ;  her  fa- 
ther, the  vivid  remembrance  of  wdiom  alone 
made  her  still  believe  in  the  fiitherhood  of  God  ; 
possibly  even  her  little  infants,  who  had  but 
breathed  and  died,  and  were  now  laid  safely 
asleep  in  Ditchley  church-yard.  As  she  sat 
by  Mr.  Oldham's  bed  she  could  see  their  white 
head-stone  gleam  in  the  sunset.  And  she 
thanked  God  that  thev  at  least  were  safe,  these 
three  out  of  her  nine. 

And  into  this  unknown  land,  to  join  this 
dear  known  company,  Mr.  Oldliam  would  soon 
be  traveling  too.  The  puerile  and  altogether 
material  fantasy,  which  is  yet  not  unnatural, 
that  she  sliould  like  to  send  a  message  by  him 
to  her  dead,  affected  her  strangely.  It  would 
have  been  such  a  comfort ;  just  one  word  to  tell 
her  fi\ther  that  she  was  struggling  on  her  best 
through  this  rough  world,  but  would  be  so  glad 
to  be  with  him,  and  at  peace.  She  sat  until 
the  tears  came  dropping  quietly;  sat,  holding 


Mr.  Oldham's  hand,  and  speaking  a  little  now 
and  then,  in  that  sad  monologue  which  was  all 
that  was  possible  with  him  now.  But  still  she 
felt  less  unhappy,  less  frozen  up.  The  sense 
of  filthy  lucre — of  money,  money,  money,  being 
the  engrossing  subject  of  life,  its  one  hope,  fe.tr, 
and  incessant  anxiety — faded  away  in  the  dis- 
tance. Here,  beside  that  motionless  figure, 
never  to  be  moved  again  till  lifted  from  the 
bed  into  the  coffin,  the  great  truth  that  we 
brought  nothing  into  this  world,  and  it  is  cer- 
tain we  can  carry  nothing  out,  forced  itself  upon 
her,  with  a  soothing  strength,  as  it  had  never 
done  before. 

She  might  have  remained  longer  on  this, 
which  she  meant  to  be  her  last  visit— only  in 
the  external  calm  and  cheerfulness  that  must 
be  kept  up  with  Mr.  Oldham  it  would  not  do 
to  think  of  such  things— but  Dr.  Waters  came 
in,  and  when  she  rose  to  go  home  he  asked  her 
if  she  would  accept  an  old  man's  escort  over  the 
common  ;  it  w^as  growing  too  dark  for  a  lady  to 
cross  it  alone. 

"  Thank  you,"  said  she,  touched  by  the  kind- 
ness, and  staid.  For  one  day  more  she  might 
still  safely  put  off  her  arrangement  witli  Pris- 
cilla,  and'  so  extreme  was  her  shrinking,  even 
within  herself,  from  all  final  measures,  that 
this  was  rather  a  relief.  A  relief  too  it  was 
that,  in  bidding  good-night  to  Mr.  Oldliam, 
she  added— and  sincerely  meant  it— ''I 
come  again  and  see  you  to-morrow,"  and  so 
avoided  the  last  pang  of  farewell. 

When  tliev  went  away  together  she  asked  her 
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good  friend  the  doctor  what  he  thought  of  his 
,  patient's  state,  and  how  long  it  might  continue. 
Not  that  this  would  affect  her  purposes  in  any 
way ;  for  she  had  determined  it  should  not ; 
still  she  wanted  to  know. 

But  no  medical  Avisdora  could  pronounce  an 
opinion.  Dr.  Waters  thought  that  life,  mere 
animal  life,  might  linger  in  that  helpless  frame 
for  months  or  years,  or  another  stroke  might 
come,  and  the  flickering  taper  be  extinguished 
immediately.  But  iu  either  case,  the  old  man 
was  not  likely  to  suffer  any  more. 

"Thank  God  for  that!"  sighed  Mrs.  Scanlan, 
with  a  curious  sort  of  envy  of  Mr.  Oldham. 

She  had  had  it  before — that  desperate  crav- 
ing for  rest,  only  rest !  as  if  the  joys  of  Paradise 
itself  would  be  mere  weariness ;  and  all  she 
wanted  was  to  lie  down  in  the  dark  and  sleep. 
There  was  upon  her  that  heavy  hush  before  a 
storm ;  before  the  God  of  mercy  as  well  as  judg- 
ment arises  in  lightning  and  thunders  to  rouse 
us  out  of  that  lethargy  which,  to  living  souls, 
is  not  repose  but  death.  Almost  before  she 
had  time  to  breathe  the  storm  broke. 

"Mrs,  Scanlan,"  said  Dr.  Waters,  suddenly, 
pressing  her  hand  with  a  kindly  gesture,  for  he 
knew  her  well,  had  been  beside  her  in  many  a 
crisis  of  birth  and  death,  and  was  well  aware, 
too,  though  he  never  referred  to  it,  how  faith- 
fully she  had  kept  his  own  miserable  domestic 
secret  in  years  past — "  Mrs.  Scanlan,  where  is 
your  husband  to-day?" 

She  told  him. 

"I  am  glad.    A  week's  amusement  will  be 
good  for  him.    He  is  quite  well,  I  hope  ?" 
"Perfectly  well." 

One  of  those  shivers  which  superstition  calls 
"walking  over  one's  own  grave"  ran  through 
Josephine.  Did  Dr.  Waters  suspect  any  thing  ? 
Or  was  it  only  her  own  vague  terror,  which  had 
made  her  feel  for  weeks  past  as  if  she  were 
treading  on  a  mine,  that  she  discovered  in  his 
words  something  deeper  than  ordinary  civility  ? 
Had  he  discovered  any  thing  of  her  husband's 
misdoings  ?  She  feared,  but  her  fear  was  alto- 
gether different  from  the  reality.  It  came  soon. 

"I  walked  home  with  you  to-night,  partly 
that  I  might  say  a  word  to  you  about  your 
husband.  You  are  too  sensible  a  woman  to 
imagine  I  mean  more  than  I  say,  or  to  give 
yourself  groundless  alarm," 

"Alarm!"  she  repeated,  her  mind  still  run- 
ning in  the  one  groove  where  all  her  misery 
lay.     "  Tell  me  quickly  ;  do  tell  me." 

"  Nay,  there  is  really  nothing  to  tell :  it  is 
merely  a  harmless  bit  of  precaution.  You  are 
aware  that  your  husband  consulted  me  the 
other  day  about  effecting  an  assurance  on  his 
life?" 

She  was  not  aware,  but  that  mattered  little. 
"  Go  on,  please." 

"He  said  you  were  very  anxious  he  should 
do  it,  and  he  had  refused,  but,  like  the  disobe- 
dient son  in  the  parable,  afterward  he  repented 
and  went.  You  wished  it,  he  added,  as  a  pro- 
vision for  yourself  and  the  children. " 


"I!  Provision  for  me  and  the  children!" 
Even  yet  she  had  not  grown  accustomed  to  her 
husband's  startling  modifications  of  facts. 

The  quick-witted  physician  saw  her  angry 
confusion,  and  tried  to  help  her  through  it. 
"  Well,  Avell,  it  was  something  of  the  kind.  I 
can  not  be  veiy  accurate,  and  I  never  inter- 
fere in  family  affairs.  All  I  want  to  urge  upon 
you  is,  unless  there  is  some  very  urgent  neces- 
sity, do  not  let  him  try  to  insure  his  life." 

"Why  not?"  said  she,  facing  the  truth  in 
her  direct,  almost  fierce  way. 

"Because  I  am  afraid  no  office  would  take 
him.  He  has — this  need  not  frighten  you ; 
hundreds  have  it ;  I  have  it  myself,  and  you 
see  what  an  old  man  I  have  grown  to — but  he 
has  confirmed  disease  of  the  heart." 

"Oh,  Doctor!" 

This  was  all  she  said,  though  the  bolt,  God's 
own  bolt  of  terror,  sent  to  rouse  her  from  her 
lethargic  despair,  had  fallen  in  her  very  sight. 
In  all  her  thoughts  about  her  husband  the 
thought  of  his  death  had  never  crossed  her 
imagination.  He  seemed  one  of  the  sort  of 
people  who  live  forever,  and  enjoy  life  under 
all  circumstances ;  being  blessed  with  an  easy 
temper,  a  good  digestion,  and  no  heart  to  speak 
of.  That  he,  Edward  Scanlan,  should  bear 
about  with  him  a  confirmed  mortal  disease,  and 
not  feel  it,  not  know  it ;  the  thing  was  impossi- 
ble ;  and  she  said  so  vehemently. 

Dr.  Waters  shook  his  head.  "It  is  a  very 
good  thing  that  he  does  not  know  it,  and  he 
never  may,  for  this  sort  of  complaint  advances 
so  slowly  that  he  may  live  many  years  and  die 
of  some  other  disease  after  all.  But  there  it 
is,  and  any  doctor  could  find  it  out — the  doctor 
of  the  assurance  company  most  certainly  would. 
And  if  ]\Ir.  Scanlan,  with  his  nervous  tempera- 
ment, were  told  of  it,  the  consequences  might 
be  serious.  Therefore,  I  tell  his  wife,  who  is 
the  bravest  woman  I  know,  and  who  can  keep 
a  secret  better  than  any  other  woman  I  know." 

"Ah  !"  feeling  that  upon  her  was  laid — and 
laid  for  life — another  burden.  No  lying  down 
to  rest  now ;  she  must  arise  and  bear  it,  "What 
must  I  do?    What  can  I  do?"  she  said  at  last. 

"Nothing.  Eorewarned is  forearmed.  Tell- 
ing you  this  seems  cruel,  but  it  is  the  best  kind- 
ness. Cheer  up,  my  dear  Mrs.  Scanlan,  I  am 
sure  you  have  looked  so  ill  of  late  that  your 
husband  may  live  to  bury  you  yet,  if  that  is 
what  you  desire.  Only  take  care  of  him  ;  keep 
him  from  overexcitement,  and  above  all  from 
assurance  offices." 

"I  understand.  I  will  remember.  Thank 
you.    You  are  very  kind," 

Her  words,  brief  and  mechanical,  were  meant 
as  a  good-by,  and  Dr.  Waters  took  them  as  such, 
and  left  her  at  the  gate  of  Wren's  Nest  without 
offering  to  go  in.  Nor  did  she  ask  him ;  the 
strain  upon  her  was  such  that,  if  it  had  lasted 
another  ten  minutes,  she  felt  as  if  she  would 
have  gone  mad. 

She  sat  down,  a  few  yards  only  from  her  own 
door,  behind  a  furze -  bush  on  the  common, 
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which  lay  all  lonely  and  silent  under  the  stars, 
and  tried  to  collect  her  thoughts  together,  and 
realize  all  she  had  heard. 

I  have  said  that  in  the  noblest  sense  of  love, 
clear-eyed,  up-looking,  trustful,  that  ever  loves 
the  highest,  Mrs.  Scanlan  had  ceased  to  love 
her  husband.  Natural  affection  may  revive  by 
fits  and  starts,  and  a  certain  pitiful  tenderness 
is  long  of  dying  ;  but  that  a  good  woman  should 
go  on  loving  a  bad  man,  in  the  deep  and  holy 
sense  of  woman's  love,  is,  I  believe,  simply  im- 
possible. If  she  did,  she  would  be  either  a  fool 
— or  something  worse.  But  often,  when  love 
is  dead  and  buried,  duty  arises  out  of  its  grave, 
assuming  its  likeness,  even  as  the  angel  assumed 
that  of  King  Robert  of  Sicily,  till  one  can  not 
tell  which  is  the  king  and  which  the  angel ;  and 
over  this  divine  travesty  we  may  weep,  but  we 
dare  not  smile. 

The  Edward  Scanlan  of  to-day  was  in  nowise 
different  from  the  Edward  Scanlan  of  yesterday. 
And  yet  his  wife  felt  that  her  relation  to  him 
was  totally  changed.  So  long  as  he  was  well 
and  happy,  gayly  careering  through  life,  in- 
different to  every  body  but  himself,  selfish, 
unprincipled,  dishonest,  and  yet  of  that  easy 
nature  that  he  Avould  always  contrive  to  fall  on 
his  feet,  and  reappear  on  tlie  best  terms  with 
every  body;  then  she  felt  no  compunction  at 
quitting  him :  nay,  her  desertion  became  a 
righteous  act.  But  now?  Every  noble,  ten- 
der, generous  feeling  in  the  woman's  breast  re- 
volted at  doing  the  very  thing  which  an  hour 
before  she  had  been  resolved  upon. 

This  change  seemed  hardly  her  own  act — at 
least  she  did  it  more  by  instinct  than  reason- 
ing; indeed,  she  hardly  reasoned  at  all  about 
it,  or  paused  to  consider  whether,  in  thus  total- 
ly ignoring  her  past  resolve,  she  needed  to 
blame  herself  for  having  ever  made  it.  The 
thing  was  now  impossible ;  that  was  enough. 
While  desperately  piu-suing  one  course,  fate, 
or  circumstance,  or  Providence,  had  seized  her 
with  a  strong  right  hand,  and  flung  her  upon 
another. 

"I  can't  go  away,"  she  said,  and  rocked 
herself  to  and  fro,  with  sobs  and  tears.  "I 
must  'take  care  of  him,'  as  Dr.  Waters  told 
me.  What  could  he  do  without  me  ?  What 
should  I  do  if  he  wanted  me,  and  I  were  not 
there  ?" 

This  was  all  she  thought,  all  she  argued. 
Her  single-minded  nature  took  all  things  sim- 
ply, without  morbid  introspection,  or  needless 
self-reproach.  Indeed,  she  hardly  thought  of 
herself  at  all  in  the  matter,  until  there  sudden- 
ly flashed  across  her  the  remembrance  of  the 
children — and  for  a  minute  or  two  her  head 
was  in  a  whirl,  and  she  was  unable  to  see  the 
path  of  duty  clearly.  Only  duty.  No  senti- 
mental revulsion  of  feeling  drew  her  back  to 
the  days  when  the  children  were  not,  and  her 
young  lover -husband  was  to  her  all  in  all. 
Those  days  were  dead  forever ;  he  had  himself 
destroyed  them.  She  never  for  a  moment  dis- 
guised from  herself  that  her  children — those 


"incumbrances,"  as  Mr.  Scanlan  often  called 
them— were  infinitely  dearer  to  her  than  he. 
She  must  save  her  children,  but  was  she  to  do 
it  by  forsaking  their  father  ? 

"Those  whom  God  hath  joined  together,  let 
no  man  put  asunder."  Most  true— not  man. 
But  there  are  cases  when  God  Himself  does  it  * 
when  with  His  righteous  sword  of  division  He 
parts  the  wicked  from  the  innocent,  the  pure 
from  the  impure.  The  difficulty  is  for  our  im- 
perfect mortal  vision  to  see  this,  to  recognize 
the  glitter  of  that  sharp,  inevitable  sword,  and 
acquiesce  in  the  blow  of  the  invisible  Hand. 

Josephine  attempted  it  not.  Nor  do  I  at- 
tempt to  judge  her  either  in  what  she  did  or 
what  she  did  not  do ;  I  only  state  the  result- 
that  her  communication  with  Priscilla  Nunn 
was  never  made;  and  it  was  not  until  both 
were  dead  that  any  one  ever  knew  how  near 
she  had  been  to  quitting  her  husband  forever. 

For  more  than  an  hour  Mrs.  Scanlan  sat 
crouched  under  that  furze-bush,  open  only  to 
the  gaze  of  the  stars,  forever  marching  on  in 
their  courses,  irresistibly,  remorselessly,  taking 
no  heed  of  any  one  of  us  all.  Then,  impelled 
by  a  vague  consciousness  that  the  night  was 
very  chilly,  that  if  she  took  cold  she  should  be 
ill,  and  if  she  were  ill,  what  would  become  of 
the  household,  she  rose  and  went  indoors. 

Not  to  the  children,  though  she  heard  their 
voices  at  play  in  the  parlor,  but  up  at  once  to 
her  own  room.  There,  in  passing,  she  rested 
her  hand  upon  the  pillow  where  her  husband's 
head  had  lain  for  seventeen  years,  turned  round, 
stooped,  and  kissed  it. 

"I  will  not  go,"  she  said.  "Who  will  hold 
fast  to  him  if  I  do  not?    No,  I'll  not  go." 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

Mrs.  Scanlan  had  full  time  for  reconsider- 
ing her  determination,  had  she  been  so  inclined, 
for  her  husband  did  not  return  on  the  day  he 
had  named.  Not  even  though  she  sent  on  to 
him  a  note  from  Mr.  Langhorne,  urgently  re- 
questing the  settling  of  the  school  accounts. 
Evidently  he  had  put  off"  to  the  last  extremity 
possible  the  fatal  crisis,  and  was  afraid  to  meet 
it  even  now.  She  was  not,  though  she  knew 
it  must  come,  and  soon  ;  but  it  only  confirmed 
her  resolution  not  to  quit  him. 

Women  are  strange  creatures — I,  a  woman, 
say  it.  Men  think  they  know  us;  but  they 
never  do.  They  are  at  once  above  us  and  be- 
low us,  but  always  diff"erent  from  us,  both  in 
our  good  points  and  our  bad. 

Josephine  had  never  had  any  real  happiness 
in  her  husband  ;  neither  comfort,  nor  trust,  nor 
rest.  Fond  of  her  he  undoubtedly  was,  even 
yet ;  but  it  was  a  man's  sort  of  fondness,  be- 
ginning and  ending  in  himself,  from  the  great 
use  and  support  she  was  to  him.  Unto  her 
he  had  been  a  perpetual  grief,  a  never-ceasing 
anxiety ;  yet  the  idea  of  losing  this,  of  letting 
him  go  and  doing  without  him,  or  rather  of 
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allowing  him  to  do  without  her,  presented  it- 
self to  her  now  as  a  simple  impossibility.  The 
tie  which  bound  her  was  not  love — I  should 
profane  the  word  if  I  called  it  so — but  a  stern, 
heroic,  open-eyed  faithfulness  ;  seeing  every  one 
of  the  thorns  of  her  most  difficult  way,  yet  de- 
liberately following  it  out  still.  Her  life  hence- 
forward must  be  one  long  battle ;  no  quiet,  no 
pause,  no  lying  down  to  that  longed-for  rest. 
"No  peace  for  the  wicked,"  said  she  mocking- 
ly to  herself  oftentimes,  but  took  little  thought 
whether  it  applied  to  her,  whether  she  was 
righteous  or  wicked.  One  thing  she  knew  she 
was,  and  must  be — bold.  Courage  was  her 
only  chance  now. 

After  discovering  that  as  a  married  woman 
she  had  no  legal  rights,  and  no  help  or  aid  was 
possible  from  any  one,  she  had  determined  to 
take  the  law  into  her  own  hands,  and  protect 
herself  as  well  as  she  could — both  by  boldness, 
and,  if  necessary,  by  the  quality  which  in  wo- 
man is  called  cunning,  in  man  only  diplomacy. 
This  was  the  easier,  because,  as  she  well  knew, 
her  husband's  prominent  characteristic  was  cow- 
ardice. He  was  always  afraid  of  somebody  or 
something,  and  not  unfrequentl}'  afraid  of  himr 
self.  He  had  no  persistent  will  at  all ;  it  was 
a  joke  among  the  children  that  if  ever  papa 
talked  about  a  thing  he  was  quite  certain  not 
to  do  it,  and  whatever  he  did  was  done  by  ac- 
cident. Thus  his  wife  knew  that  when  it  came 
to  the  point  she  was  twice  as  strong  as  he. 

Her  plan  of  action  had  been  very  simple  :  to 
leave  home,  as  if  for  a  short  journey ;  to  cross 
over  at  once  to  Paris,  and  there,  assuming  a 
French  name,  to  pass  off  herself  and  her  chil- 
dren as  French  returned  refugees.  If  she  ob- 
tained Avork,  and  was  unpursued,  she  meant  to 
remain  in  Paris ;  otherwise  to  fly  to  the  New 
World,  or  Australia — any  where — so  that  she 
had  her  children,  and  could  escape  her  hus- 
band. Great  as  his  power  was  over  her  and 
them  legally,  morally  it  was  but  small ;  for  ty- 
rant and  victim  change  places  when  the  one 
has  the  soul  of  a  lion  and  the  other  that  of  a 
hare  ;  and  a  mother,  driven  to  despair,  with  her 
children  to  guard,  has  always  something  of  the 
lioness  in  her,  which  makes  her  rather  a  dan- 
gerous animal  to  deal  with. 

Tragical  as  was  the  pass  she  had  come  to, 
there  was  a  certain  comfort  in  it — a  power  in  her 
hands  of  which  she  knew  she  could  at  any  time 
avail  herself;  her  refuge  was  not  her  husband's 
strength,  but  his  cowardice.  And  now  that  she 
had  changed  her  mind,  and  resolved  not  to  leave 
him,  but  to  stay  and  meet  the  worst,  she  hoped 
that  the  same  courage  which  would  have  thrown 
him  off,  and  withstood  him  at  a  distance,  might 
keep  him  in  bounds  Avhile  near.  She  could 
trust  him  no  more,  believe  in  him  no  more  ;  she 
stood  quite  alone,  and  must  defend  herself  and 
her  children  alone  ;  still,  she  thought  she  could 
do  it.  She  must  look  things  boldly  in  the  face, 
and  act  accordingly.  There  must  be  no  weak 
yielding  to  what  was  doubtful  or  wrong ;  no 
pretense  of  Vvifely  duty,  to  "love,  honor,  and 


obey" — because  when  the  first  two  do  not  ex- 
ist, the  third  becomes  impossible — a  ridiculous, 
unmeaning  sham.  Neither  must  there  be,  as 
regarded  the  children,  any  setting  up  of  super- 
stitious filial  fetiches,  only  to  be  kicked  down 
again,  as  all  false  gods  ultimately  are.  If  her 
children  found  out,  as  they  often  did,  that  their 
father  had  told  them  a  lie,  she  must  not  mask 
it,  or  modify  it,  as  often  she  had  done,  to  avoid 
exposing  him.  She  must  say  distinctly,  "It  is 
a  lie,  but  he  can  not  help  it ;  it  is  his  nature 
not  to  be  able  to  distinguish  between  truth  and 
falsehood.  Pity  him,  and  tell  the  truth  your- 
selves." The  same  in  that  terrible  laxity  of 
principle  he  had  as  to  money-matters,  and  the 
hundred  other  crooked  ways  in  which  he  was 
always  walking ;  where,  rather  than  see  her 
children  walk,  she  would  see  them — she  often 
prayed  that  she  might  see  them !  —  drop  one 
after  the  other  into  their  quiet  graves,  (Did 
God,  not  in  anger,  but  in  mercy,  answer  her 
l)rayer  ?  I  can  not  tell.  Her  lot  was  hard,  but 
it  might  have  been  harder.) 

While  resolving  that,  in  any  moral  crisis  of 
this  sort,  she  would  have  no  hesitation  what- 
ever in  opening  her  children's  eyes  to  the  er- 
rors of  their  father,  she  still  thought  she  should 
be  able  to  keep  them  to  their  strict  duty,  and 
teach  them  to  honor — not  the  individual  i)arent, 
that  was  impossible — but  the  abstract  bond  of 
parenthood ;  so  beautiful,  so  divine,  that  the 
merest  relics  of  it  should  be  kept  in  a  certain 
sort  of  sanctity  to  the  last  by  every  human 
being. 

It  was  a  difficult,  almost  a  superhuman  task 
that  Mrs.  Scanlan  was  setting  herself ;  but  it 
was  easier  than  the  only  two  other  alternatives 
— of  succumbing  entirely  to  evil,  or,  by  flying 
from  it,  forsaking  her  husband,  and  leaving  him 
to  trouble,  shame,  sickness,  death — all  alone. 

That  the  collapse  of  his  affairs  must  soon 
come,  she  was  certain.  She  hardly  thought  he 
would  be  prosecuted,  but  he  would  be  driven 
from  Ditchley  a  dishonest  man,  his  clerical 
work  at  an  end  forever.  Therefore  upon  her 
alone  would  thenceforward  rest  the  maintenance 
of  the  family ;  even  as  she  had  intended,  but 
with  the  additional  burden  of  her  husband. 
What  matter?  She  had  long  ceased  to  look 
forward,  at  least  in  any  happy  way.  Her  hopes 
had  all  turned  to  despair,  her  blessings  to  mis- 
fortunes. Even  that  possible  fortune,  the  pros- 
pect of  Avhich  had  so  long  upheld  her,  had  it 
not  been  less  a  blessing  than  a  curse?  But  for 
it,  and  its  numbing  effect  upon  her,  she  might 
have  striven  more  against  Mr,  Scanlan's  reck- 
lessness, or  have  risen  up  with  a  strong  will, 
and  taken  into  her  own  hands  the  reins  which 
his  were  too  weak  to  hold.  But  the  gnawing 
of  this  secret  at  her  heart  had  given  her  a  sense 
of  guiltiness  against  him,  which  had  made  her 
feeble  of  resistance,  indifferent  to  the  present 
in  the  hope  of  the  future.  But  why  regret 
these  things  ?    It  was  all  too  late  now. 

She  was  sure  trouble  was  at  hand  when,  on 
Sunday  morning,  Mr.  Scanlan  had  not  come 
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home,  and  she  had  at  the  hist  minute  to  send 
Cesar  about  in  all  directions  to  get  some  friend- 
ly clergyman  as  his  substitute.  That  being 
done,  and  her  fears  roused,  lest,  urged  by  the 
pressure  of  circumstances,  or  some  sudden  fear 
of  discovery,  he  might  actually  have  left  the 
country,  the  curate  walked  in  —  crawled  in, 
would  be  the  better  word ;  for  he  had  an  aspect 
not  unlike  a  whipped  hound.  Afraid  lest  the 
children  should  notice  him,  their  mother  hur- 
ried them  off  to  church,  and  took  him  straight 
up  stairs ;  where  he  threw  himself  down  upon 
the  bed  in  a  state  of  utter  despondency. 

"It's  all  over  with  me;  I  knew  it  would  be. 
You  refused  to  help  me,  and  so  it  has  come  to 
this!" 

"Come  to  what?"  said  Josephine.  He  had 
not  asked,  nor  she  given,  any  welcoming  caress, 
but  she  had  followed  him  up  stairs,  and  done 
various  little  duties  that  he  expected  of  her. 
Now  she  stood  beside  him,  pale,  quiet,  pre- 
pared for  whatever  might  happen. 

"  That  fellow  LanghornG  will  wait  no  longer. 
He  insists  upon  having  the  books,  to  go  into 
them  next  week.  And  the  money  is  gone,  and 
I  can't  replace  it.    So  I  am  ruined,  that's  all." 

"Yes." 

"I  have  done  the  best  I  could,"  added  Mr. 
Scanlan,  in  an  injured  tone.  "I  even  took 
your  advice,  and  went  to  Dr.  Waters  about  in- 
suring my  life,  and  he  promised  to  inquire. 
But  he  too  has  played  me  false.  I  have  heard 
no  more  from  him.  All  the  world  has  forsaken 
me — I  am  a  lost  man.  And  there  you  are, 
dressed  in  all  your  best,  looking  so  nice  and 
comfortable ;  I  dare  say  you  have  been  very 
comfortable  without  me  all  week  —  going  to 
church  too,  as  if  nothing  was  the  matter.  Well, 
there,  go  !    Leave  me  to  my  misery,  and  go." 

To  all  this,  and  more,  Josephine  made  no 
reply.  She  was  too  busy  watching  him,  try- 
ing to  read  in  his  face  something  which  might 
either  confirm  or  refute  Dr.  Waters's  opinion 
concerning  him.  She  did  see,  or  fancied  she 
saw,  in  spite  of  his  florid  complexion,  a  certain 
unwholesome  grayness,  and  wondered,  with  a 
sharp  twinge  of  self-reproach,  that  she  had 
never  noticed  it  before.  It  was  no  dearer  to 
her,  no  nobler,  this  handsome,  good-natured, 
and  yet  ignoble  face ;  but  she  regarded  it  with 
an  anxious  pity,  mingled  with  thankfulness 
that  she  alone  bore,  and  had  strength  to  bear, 
the  secret  which  would  have  overwhelmed  him. 
For  though,  in  truth,  it  was  no  worse  for  him 
than  for  all  of  us — we  every  one  carry  within 
us  the  seeds  of  death,  and  we  are  liable  to  it 
at  any  minute — still,  to  such  a  weak  nature  as 
Edward  Scanlan's,  and  one  who,  despite  his 
religious  profession,  shrank  with  dread  from 
every  chance  of  that  "glory"  which  he  was  al- 
ways preaching,  the  knowledge  of  such  a  fact 
as  heart-disease  concerning  himself  would  al- 
most have  killed  him  with  terror  on  the  spot. 

So  once  again  his  wife  took  up  his  burden, 
and  bore  it  for  him — bore  it  all  alone,  to  the 
very  end. 


"Then  you  are  not  going  to  church,  after 
all  ?"  said  he,  when,  lifting  his  head,  he  per- 
ceived that  her  bonnet  was  laid  aside,  and  she 
was  sitting  quietly  by  him.  "Now  that's  kind 
of  you,  and  I  am  glad.  Only,  will  not  the  con- 
gregation think  your  absence  rather  peculiar?" 

"  Oh,  I  do  not  care  for  that." 

"But  you  ought  to  care,"  said  he,  with  sud- 
den irritability.  "I  know  I  should  have  got 
on  twice  as  well  in  the  world  if  I  had  had  a 
wife  who  minded  outside  things  a  httle  more." 

Josephine  flushed  up  in  anger,  then  re- 
strained herself.  "  Perhaps  so,"  she  answered. 
"But,  Edward,  if  I  have  not  been  a  show 
wife,  I  have  been  a  very  practical  and  useful 
one,  and  I  am  willing  to  be  of  use  now  if  you 
will  let  me." 

"  That's  my  good  Josephine  !  Then  we  are 
friends  again?  You  won't  forsake  me?  I 
half  thought  you  would.  I  have  had  such 
horrible  fancies  every  night,  of  being  arrested 
and  sent  to  jail,  and  dying  there,  and  never 
seeing  you  any  more.  You  won't  let  it  come 
that  ?  You  wouldn't  like  to  have  your  husband 
shut  up  in  a  prison,  among  all  sorts  of  nasty, 
unpleasant  people — oh,  it  would  be  dreadful ! 
dreadful !  You'll  try  to  save  me  from  it,  Jo- 
sephine ?" 

Eor  ever  so  long  he  went  maundering  on 
thus,  in  an  almost  puerile  fashion,  not  ven- 
turing to  look  his  wife  in  the  face,  but  clinging 
fast  to  her  hand. 

A  man  must  be  a  man  to  compel  a  woman's 
love.  For  a  moment  Josephine  turned  aside, 
and  her  sweet,  proud,  delicate  mouth — the  De 
Bougainville  mouth,  descending  from  genera- 
tion to  generation — even  Cesar  had  it — assumed 
a  curl  that  Mr.  Scanlan  might  not  have  liked 
to  see ;  except  that  he  would  never  have  un- 
derstood it.  But  immediately  that  deep  pity, 
which  long  survives  love,  arose  again  in  the 
wife's  heart. 

"  My  dear,  we  will  not  talk  of  prisons  ;  per- 
haps it  will  not  come  to  that.  I  might  be  able 
to  devise  some  plan,  if  you  would  now  tell  me 
everything.    Mind,  Edward — everything!" 

"I  have  told  you  every  thing — except,  per- 
haps, of  my  visit  to  Dr.  Waters,  which  was 
quite  a  sudden  idea.  But  it  came  to  notliing, 
you  see,  as  is  always  the  case  with  me.  Never 
was  there  such  an  unlucky  fellow  in  this  world." 

This  was  his  constant  cry;  but  she  had  ceased 
arguing  against  it  now.  She  had  ceased  even 
to  torture  herself  by  counting  up  that  large 
measure  of  happiness  that  might  have  been 
theirs  —  youth,  health,  children,  settled  work, 
and  an  income  which,  if  small,  was  certain,  and 
would  have  sufficed  them  to  live  on  in  comfort ; 
but  for  that  fatal  something  — the  one  rivet 
loose  in  the  wheel — which  her  husband  called 
his  "ill  luck!" 

"  Well,  why  are  you  silent  ?  What  arc  you 
thinking  about  ?  What  do  you  suggest  ?  For 
I  tell  you,  Josephine,  we  are  come  to  the  last  ebb 
—all  is  over  with  me,  unless  I  can  arrange  nl)out 
the  assurance  at  once,  say  to-morrow.  Come, 
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you  shall  have  your  wish.  I'll  go  to  the  as- 
surance office  to-morrow." 

Josephine's  heart  stood  still.  Then,  looking 
another  way,  she  said,  "  It  is  not  my  wish  now  ; 
I  have  changed  my  mind.  I  do  not  want  you 
to  assure  your  life." 

"  ^A^ell,  that  is  a  good  joke  !  After  worrying 
me  to  death  about  it,  abusing  me  like  a  pick- 
pocket because  I  wouldn't  do  the  thing,  as  soon 
as  I  decide  to  do  it,  you  turn  round  and  say  you 
don't  wish  it  at  all !  You  are  the  most  fickle, 
changeable  Avoman — but  you  women  always 
are:  there's  no  making  you  out." 

Josephine  was  silent. 

"  Unless" — with  a  sudden  flash  of  that  petty 
cunning  which  small  natures  mistake  for  pene- 
tration, and  often  fancy  themselves  very  clever 
in  attributing  to  others  motives  they  would 
haA'C  had  themselves  —  "unless,  indeed,  you 
have  some  deep-laid  scheme  of  your  own  for 
managing  me.  But  I  won't  give  in  to  it ;  I 
won't  be  managed." 

"Oh,  mon  Dieu !  mon  Dieu  !"  murmured 
Josephine,  using  the  exclamation  not  liglitly, 
as  many  Frenchwomen  do  —  she  had  been 
brought  u])  too  strictly  Huguenot  for  that — still 
using  it  without  much  meaning,  only  as  a  blind 
cry  of  misery  in  a  tongue  that  her  husband  did 
not  understand.  "  Listen  to  me,  Edward,"  she 
said,  earnestly.  "  I  have  no  deep-laid  scheme, 
no  underhand  design.  How  should  I  have  ? 
My  whole  thought  is  for  your  good.  It  is  true 
I  have  changed  my  mind  ;  but  one  may  do  that 
sometimes,  and  find  second  thoughts  best  after 
all.  This  life  assurance  would  cause  you  so 
much  difficulty,  so  much  trouble ;  and  you 
know  vou  don't  like  trouble." 

"I  iiate  it." 

"And  if  I  were  to  take  the  trouble  from  you 
— if  I  were  to  find  a  way  of  arranging  the  mat- 
ter myself — " 

"Oh,  I  wish  you  would,  and  let  me  never 
hear  another  word  about  it,"  said  he,  with  a 
look  of  great  relief,  all  his  ofi^'ended  dignity 
having  subsided  in  the  great  comfort  it  was  to 
have  his  burden  taken  oft'  his  hands.  "You 
are  the  cleverest  Avoman  I  ever  knew.  You 
may  have  it  all  your  own  way,  if  you  like  ;  I 
won't  interfere.  Only  just  tell  me,  as  a  mere 
matter  of  curiosity,  my  dear,  how  you  mean  to 
accomplish  it." 

It  Avas  a  way  which  had  slowly  dawned  upon 
her  as  the  best — absolutely  the  only  way  to  meet 
this  crisis — by  the  plain  truth.  She  meant  to 
go  over  the  accounts  herself — Avhen  first  she 
married  she  hardly  knew  that  two  and  two  made 
four,  but  she  was  a  very  respectable  arithmeti- 
cian and  book-keeper  now — discoA'er  the  exact 
deficit,  and  then  confess  it,  simply  and  sorrow- 
fully, to  Mr.  Langhorne.  He  was  a  very  good 
man :  she  believed,  if  dealt  with  frankly,  he 
would  take  the  same  vieAv  of  things  that  she 
did — that  her  husband's  act  had  been  excessive 
carelessness  rather  than  deliberate  dishonesty. 
If  it  could  be  "hushed  up" — oh,  the  agony  it 
was  to  this  honest  woman  that  any  thing  con- 


1  cerning  any  one  belonging  to  her  required  to  be 
hushed  up! — for  a  time,  she  might  be  able  to 
repay  the  money  by  settled  monthly  install- 
mejits  out  of  her  own  earnings.  Any  thing, 
every  thing,  that  she  could  do  herself,  she  felt 
safe  about ;  but  all  else  was  like  shifting  sands. 
Still,  she  thought  Mr.  Langhorne  would  trust 
her,  and,  slender  as  her  relations  Avith  him  had 
been,  she  had  always  found  him  kind  and  just: 
the  sort  of  man  upon  Avhose  generosity  she 
might  throAv  herself,  and  not  feel  it  pierce  her 
like  a  reed. 

But  Avhen  she  tried  to  explain  all  this  to  Mr. 
Scanlan,  he  Avas  perfectly  horrified !  The  di- 
rect truth  Avas  the  last  thing  he  ever  thought 
of.  Acknowledging  a  sin,  and  then  resolving 
to  retrieve  it — the  only  Avay  to  reconcile  justice 
and  mercy,  Avithout  Avhich  forgiveness  becomes 
a  sham,  and  charity  mere  Aveakness  —  Avas  an 
idea  quite  beyond  his  comprehension.  He  only 
Avished  to  hide  guilt,  to  plaster  it  over,  to  keep 
it  from  the  eye  of  the  Avorld ;  and  then  go  on 
cheerfully  as  if  it  Avere  not  there.  So  as  he 
escai)cd  punishment,  he  Avas  quite  satisfied. 

"No,  Josephine," said  he,  Avith  the  pig-head- 
edness  of  all  feel)le  souls ;  "  this  Avon't  do.  The 
notion  is  perfectly  absurd  !  What  Avould  Lang- 
horne think  of  me?  Avhat  Avould  he  think  of 
you,  owning  that  your  husband  had  taken  the 
money  ?  No — no  !  If  you  are  to  help  me,  as 
you  said  you  Avould,  you  must  find  out  some 
other  Avay  to  do  it." 

"There  is  no  other  Avay,"  she  ansAvered,  still 
calmly,  though  she  knotted  her  fingers  together 
in  desperate  self-control,  and  looked  down  at 
tliem,  not  at  the  face  beside  her,  lest  ])erchance 
she  should  loathe  it  —  or  despise  it,  Avhich  is 
Avorse  even  than  loathing.  "I  have  thought  it 
all  over  and  over,  till  my  head  has  gone  nearly 
Avild,  and  it  all  comes  to  this :  if  you  refuse  to 
do  as  I  suggest,  or  rather  let  me  do  it,  there  is 
nothing  but  ruin  before  you  —  ruin  and  dis- 
grace." 

"The  disgrace  Avill  not  fall  u])on  my  head 
alone,"  said  he,  almost  triumphantly.  "You 
should  think  of  that  before  you  forsake  me.  It 
Avill  come  u])on  you  too,  and  the  children." 

"Ah!  I  know  that!"  groaned  the  unfortu- 
nate wife  ;  and  could  have  cursed  the  day  when 
she  had  been  so  mad  as  to  marry — could  have 
envied  Avith  her  Avhole  soul  the  childless  Avomen 
Avhom  she  had  once  used  to  pity.  They,  at 
least,  had  one  consolation  —  Avith  them  their 
miseries  Avould  end.  They  need  not  fear  en- 
tailing upon  innocent  posterity  the  curse  of  a 
moral  taint  Avorse  than  any  physical  disease. 

Bridget  Halloran  once  made  to  me  a  truly 
Irish  remark — that,  if  she  had  the  planning  of 
a  neAV  Avorld,  she  Avould  arrange  it  so  that  all 
the  men  married  and  all  the  AA'omen  remained 
single.  Could  faithful  Bridget  that  day  have 
looked  through  her  kitchen  ceiling  at  her  dear 
mistress,  I  think  she  would  have  been  strength- 
ened in  her  opinion.  It  is  not  good  for  man  to 
be  alone,  or  Avoman  either ;  but  in  that  awful 
leap  in  the  dark  Avhich  both  make  Avlien  they 
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marry,  the  precipice  is  much  deeper  on  the  wo- 
man's side.  A  lonely  life  may  be  sad,  but  to 
be  tied  to  either  a  fool  or  a  scoundrel  is  not 
merely  sad,  it  is  maddening. 

Josephine  Scanlan  looked  half  mad  ;  there 
was  a  glare  almost  amounting  to  frenzy  in  her 
black  eyes,  as  she  sat  })ulling  to  and  fro,  up  and 
down,  till  she  almost  pulled  it  off  her  finger,  the 
thin  gold  circlet,  origin  and  sign  of  so  many 
years  of  unhappiness  past,  of  untold  wretched- 
ness to  come.  Once  more  the  desperate  chance 
of  retrieving  all  by  flight  flashed  across  her  mind, 
and  vanished.  To  leave  him  there,  in  his  low- 
est ebb  of  ill  fortune,  forlorn,  dishonored,  un- 
consciously doomed.  It  would  be  what  to 
Josephine  seemed  almost  worse  than  wicked — 
cowardly. 

"  I  can't  go,"  she  said  to  herself.  "  Perhaps, 
if  I  liave  patience,  I  may  see  a  way  out  of  this. 
Oh,  if  I  had  any  one  to  show  it  to  me,  to  help 
me  in  the  smallest  degree !  But  there  is  no 
one — no  one  in  this  wide  world." 

And  so,  by  a  strange  and  sudden  thought — 
one  of  those  divine  promptings  that  none  be- 
lieve in  but  those  who  have  them — the  misera- 
ble woman  was  driven  to  seek  for  help  beyond 
this  world.  She  covered  her  face  with  her 
hands,  and  did — what  Josephine  seldom  did 
for  herself,  though  she  taught  it  to  her  little 
children  as  a  sort  of  necessary  duty  every  night 
— she  "said  her  prayers ;"  using  her  children's 
formula,  "  Our  Father  which  art  in  heaven."  In 
heaven — and  oh  so  far,  so  terribly,  cruelly  far, 
as  it  seemed  to  her — from  this  forlorn  earth ! 

The  doctrine  of  "answers  to  prayer,"  literal 
and  material,  always  appeared  to  me  egregious 
folly  or  conceited  profanity.  Is  the  great  Ruler 
of  the  universe  to  stop  its  machinery  for  me  ? 
Is  the  wise  evolution  of  certain  events  from 
certain  causes,  continuing  unerringly  its  mys- 
terious round,  by  which  all  things  come  alike 
to  all,  and  for  the  final  good  of  all — to  be  upset 
in  its  workings  for  my  individual  benefit  ?  No  ; 
I  would  not,  I  dared  not  believe  such  a  thing. 
But  I  do  believe  in  the  Eternal  Spirit's  influ- 
ence upon  our  spirits,  in  momentous  crises,  and 
in  a  very  distinct  and  solemn  way,  often  remem- 
bered for  years,  as  Mrs.  Scanlan  afterward  re- 
membered this. 

At  the  very  moment  when  she  sat  hiding  her 
face,  and  trying  to  feel  if  there  was  any  reality 
in  the  prayers  she  had  silently  uttered,  she 
heard  through  the  silence  the  far-off  sound  of 
Ditchley  church  bell.  Not  the  church-going 
bell — it  had  ceased  an  hour  or  more  ago — but 
the  slow  measured  toll  by  Avhich  the  parish  Avas 
accustomed  to  learn  that  one  of  their  neighbors 
had  just  departed — gone  into  that  world  of  which 
we  talk  so  much  and  know  so  little, 

"That's  the  passing-bell!"  cried  Mr.  Scan- 
lan, starting  up.  "Who  can  it  be  for?  Just 
count  the  tolls." 

For  in  Ditchley,  as  in  some  other  parishes  in 
England,  it  was  customary  to  ring  out  the  num- 
ber of  tolls  corresponding  to  the  age  of  the  per- 
son who  had  died. 


Josephine  counted  up  to  eighty;  past  it. 
There  was  scarcely  any  one  in  Ditchlev  of  such 
advanced  years,  except  the  rector,  'she  sat 
stupefied.  Her  husband  also,  with  a  certain 
kind  of  awe  in  his  face,  again  felt  for  her  hand, 
whispering,  "Can  it  be  Mr.  Oldham?" 

Two  minutes  after  she  heard  the  children 
come  in,  much  too  early,  from  church.  Adri- 
enne  and  Gabrielle  were  both  in  tears,  and  Ce- 
sar, looking  very  grave,  repeated  the  tidings 
which  had  reached  the  church  during  sermon- 
time,  and  been  communicated  from  the  pulpit 
sending  a  thrill  of  solemnity,  if  nothing  more', 
throughout  the  congregation. 

Mrs.  Scanlan  heard,  and  sat  down  where  she 
stood,  as  white  and  still  as  a  stone.  The  end 
had  come  at  last,  of  suffering  to  him,  of  suspense 
to  her :  Mr.  Oldham  was  dead. 

He  had  died  quite  quietly  and  unexpectedly, 
Ce'sar  said  ;  for  the  boy,  knowing  his  mother 
was  fond  of  their  old  friend,  had  had  the 
thouglitfulness  to  run  up  at  once  to  the  Rec- 
tory and  inquire  all  particulars.  There  was  no 
struggle,  no  apparent  pain.  The  spirit  had  es- 
caped, like  a  bird  out  of  its  cage — spread  its  in- 
visible wings,  and  flown  away.  Did  it  look 
back,  smiling,  on  that  poor  woman,  come  now 
to  the  very  last  ebb  of  her  despair? 

Actual  grief  for  Mr.  Oldham's  death  was  im- 
possible. It  Avas  scarcely  one  of  those  depart- 
ures when  friends  hang  over  the  bed  of  the  be- 
loved lost, 

"Not  thankful  that  his  troubles  are  no  more." 

Here,  even  the  tenderest  friend  must  rejoice 
that  his  troubles  Avere  no  more  ;  that  he  Avas 
released  from  the  heavy  clog  of  the  body,  and 
from  a  life  Avhich  could  never  be  any  joy  or 
use  to  himself  or  others — only  a  miserable  bur- 
den and  pain.  For,  sad  as  it  is  to  see  a  still 
youthful  mind  Avrithing  in  the  fetters  of  a  Avorn- 
out,  aged  body,  sadder  still  is  the  climax  Avhich 
must  soon  have  come  to  poor  Mr.  Oldham, 
Avhen  the  body  outlives  the  mind,  and  the  thing 
Ave  at  last  bury  seems  only  a  body,  a  mere  clod 
of  the  valley,  a  helpless  corruption,  better  hid- 
den out  of  sight.  In  such  circumstances  it  is 
difficult  to  regain  the  feeling  of  still-existent 
spirit,  separate  from  clay.  It  is  only  after  a 
AA'hile,  as  the  associations  of  sickness  and  mor- 
tality groAv  fainter,  that  the  dead  seem  to  come 
alive  again,  in  all  their  old  identity ;  and  the 
farther  years  part  us  from  them,  the  nearer 
they  appear.  Not  as  dead  and  buried,  but  as 
living  dAvellers  in  a  far  country,  to  Avhich  Ave 
too  are  bound,  and  for  Avhich  Ave  Avait  patient- 
ly, even  cheerfully,  hearing,  louder  and  clear- 
er as  Ave  approach  thereto,  the  roll  of  the  divid- 
ing seas. 

When  the  first  aAve  Avas  over— the  first  nat- 
ural tears  shed  for  the  dead  Avho  could  return 
no  more— an  uuAvonted  lightness  crei)t  into 
Josephine's  heart.  Her  present  terror  Avas  at 
any  rate  staved  off;  Mr.  Langhorne  Avould  be 
for  some  Aveeks  too  much  engrossed  in  the 
arrangement  of  Mr.  Oldham's  aftairs  to  go  into 
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the  school  accounts,  and  meantime  what  changes 
might  not  come  ?  Might  it  not  possibly  be  true, 
that  golden  dream  Avhich  had  grown  so  dim 
through  long  delay?  Could  she  be  the  rector's 
heiress  after  all  ? 

A  week  ago  she  had  thought  her  misery  ren- 
dered her  indifferent  to  this,  and  all  things  else 
that  might  hefall ;  but  human  nature  has  won- 
derful powers  of  reaction,  and  Josephine's  na- 
ture especially.  In  her  there  Avas  an  irrepress- 
ible hopefulness  which  nothing  could  kill.  Still 
this  very  hope  made  her  suspense  the  more  in- 
tolerable. 

Her  promise  to  Mr.  Oldham  bound  her  lit- 
erally only  till  his  death  ;  she  was  therefore 
free  now  to  unburden  all  her  hopes  and  fears 
to  her  husband.  But  she  never  thought  of  do- 
ing so.  Even  had  there  been  no  other  reason, 
the  horrible  strain  it  was  upon  her  own  mind 
during  the  interval  that  elapsed  between  the 
death  and  the  fnneral  —  for  Mr.  Langhorne 
and  Dr.  Waters,  who,  as  executors,  took  every 
thing  into  their  hands,  insisted  upon  waiting  a 
week  for  Lady  Emma  and  Mr.  Lascelles,  nei- 
ther of  whom  came  after  all — this  week  of  mis- 
erable restlessness,  during  which  she  could  do 


nothing,  think  of  nothing,  but  calculate  the 
chances  of  her  fate,  convinced  Josephine  that 
she  must  preserve  her  secret  to  the  last.  If  it 
came  to  nothing,  the  shock  would  be  more  than 
Mr.  Scanlan  could  bear.  If  it  were  true,  he 
would  be  a  little  angry  with  her  perhaps ;  but 
no — the  husband  of  an  heiress,  especially  when 
he  is  a  man  like  Edward  Scanlan,  was  not  like- 
ly to  be  very  angry  with  his  wife,  or  for  very 
long. 

And  during  this  interminable  week,  when 
the  rector  lay  dead — nay,  rather,  as  Josephine 
often  tenderly  said,  was  truly  alive  again — the 
curate  seemed  to  appear  his  best  self,  both  at 
home  and  abroad.  Perhaps  he  was  anxious  to 
cultivate  his  chances  of  the  living,  or  perhaps 
— let  us  give  him  credit  for  the  best  motive 
possible — he  was  really  touched  by  the  death 
which,  he  could  not  help  seeing,  alFected  his 
wife  so  much.  He  was  very  little  at  Wren's 
Nest,  to  her  great  thankfulness ;  he  had  of 
course  much  additional  business  to  transact, 
but  whenever  he  did  come  home  he  was  good 
and  kiiul.  And  he  never  made  the  least  allusion 
to  the  impending  storm  ;  which,  perhaps,  being 
temporarily  lifted  off,  he  deluded  himself  would 
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never  come ;  that,  in  his  usual  phrase,  some-  , 
thing  would  "  turn  up"  to  protect  him  from  the  ! 
consequences  of  what  he  had  done  amiss.   That  | 
was  all  he  cared  for.    His  life  was  an  appro-  \ 
priate  carrying  out  in  this  world  of  the  belief 
he  held  regarding  the  other — the  all-importance 
of  what  is  termed  "personal  salvation" — a  doc- 
trine held  by  many  true  and  sincere  Christians, 
which  only  proves  that  they  themselves  are  far 
nobler  than  their  doctrine,  and  that  the  spirit 
of  God  within  us  is  a  diviner  thing  than  any 
external  and  nominal  creed. 

It  showed  the  extreme  self-control  to  which 
Josephine,  so  impulsive  and  passionate  in  her 
youth,  had  attained,  that  even  the  quick-sight- 
ed Bridget  noticed  nothing  remarkable  in  her 
mistress  during  this  momentous  week,  at  least 
nothing  more  than  great  quietness  of  manner, 
and  a  wish  to  escape  observation  and  be  as 
much  alone  as  possible.  Slie  remained  in  the 
closed  house — closed  out  of  respect  to  the  de- 
parted ;  and  scarcely  quitted  it  until  after  dark, 
when  she  would  rush  for  a  hasty  walk  across 
the  common,  refusing  even  her  son  Ce'sar's 
company.  Perhaps  an  eye  more  familiar  than 
the  poor  servant's  with  the  signs  of  mental  suf- 
fering might  have  noticed  how  thin  she  grew 
in  those  seven  days — what  a  tension  there  was 
in  her  features — what  an  unnatural  metallic 
ring  in  her  voice  ;  but  at  the  time  no  suspicion 
was  roused ;  she  kept  her  secret  faithfully  to 
the  last. 

The  week's  end  came  at  length.  The  final 
night — the  night  before  the  funeral — Mrs.  Scan- 
Ian  slept  as  soundly  as  a  child,  or  a  criminal 
before  execution ;  only  she  had  no  feeling  of 
guilt,  whatever  happened.  Iler  act  of  con- 
cealment had  been  deliberate,  conscientious; 
if  it  were  all  to  do  over  again,  she  felt  she 
could  but  have  done  the  same  thing  under  the 
same  circumstances.  "Believing  this,  she  was 
utterly  indifferent  to  praise  or  blame,  either 
from  her  neighbors,  or  those  of  her  own  house- 
hold. The  only  matter  of  moment  which 
troubled  her  Avas  the  fact  itself — so  long  a  cer- 
tainty though  unknown — but  which  in  a  few 
hours  must  be  known  to  herself  and  all  the 
world — the  little  busy  world  of  Ditchley. 

She  had  been  invited  to  the  funeral,  as  com- 
panion to  Lady  Emma,  Avho  at  first  had  Avished 
to  go,  but  afterward  declined.  Mr.  Langhorne 
had  also  expressed  formally  a  wish  that  Mrs. 
as  well  as  Mr.  Scanlan  should  be  present  at  the 
reading  of  the  will ;  but  at  the  last  moment 
her  husband  declared  she  sliould  not  go. 

"Why  not?"  asked  she. 

"Oh,  Lady  Emma's  absence  shows  she 
thought  it  not  decorous  for  ladies  to  attend 
funerals,  and  I  think  so  too,"  said  the  curate, 
dogmatically ;  and  after  a  good  deal  of  beat- 
ing about  the  bush,  he  came  out  with  his  sec- 
ond reason — her  mourning  was  not  handsome 
enough.  Not  daring  to  run  into  debt  for  a  new 
gown,  she  had  made  an  old  one  do.  As  she 
stood  in  it,  its  long  folds  clinging  tightly  to 
her  wasted,  rather  angular  figure,  her  husband 
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j  looked  sharply,  critically,  at  his  once  beautiful 
j  wife.  If  her  beauty  had  been  the  sole  spell 
I  that  enchained  him,  Edward  Scanlan  was  a  free 
I  man  now. 

"What  a  fright  you  do  make  of  yourself 
sometimes,  Josephine !  I  ^  ish  you  w'ouldn't. 
I  wish  you  would  rememler  it  is  my  credit  that 
depends  on  your  appearance.  When  you  dress 
shabbily  it  is  a  reflection  upon  me.  Indeed 
you  can  not  go  as  you  are  to  the  funeral.  It 
would  be  a  Avant  of  respect  to  Mr.  Oldham," 

"  He  Avould  not  feel  it  so ;  he  knew  me  bet- 
ter," she  answered,  gently.  "And  I  should 
like  to  see  him  laid  to  rest ;  should  like  to  come 
back  Avith  you  to  the  Rectory  and  hear  his  Avill 
read." 

"  Nonsense ;  it  can  not  concern  us.  He 
liked  me  so  little  of  late,  I  doubt  if  he  has  even 
left  me  ten  pounds  to  buy  a  mourning-ring.  I 
must  go,  I  sui)pose,  as  a  mere  matter  of  form, 
but  you  need  not.  Vv'omen  arc  far  better  out 
of  all  these  things." 

Josephine  grcAv  seriously  troubled.  Her 
presence  at  the  funeral  Avas  not  necessary,  but 
at  the  reading  of  the  Avill  undoubtedly  it  Avas. 
Not  to  shorten  her  OAvn  suspense — that  mat- 
tered little— but  to  "take  care, "as Dr.  Waters 
had  said,  of  her  husband  ;  to  Avhom  any  shock 
of  sudden  tidings,  either  good  or  bad,  would  be 
very  injurious. 

"EdAvard,"  she  said,  "I  AA-ant  to  go.  Don't 
hinder  me.    It  can  not  signify  to  you." 

Yes,  he  protested,  it  did  signify.  People 
might  make  remarks ;  might  say  that  Mrs.  Scan- 
lan pushed  herself  Avhere  she  had  no  business 
to  be,  and  that  Mr.  Scanlan  Avas  alAA-ays  tied  to 
his  Avife's  apron-string.  He  insisted  upon  her 
staying  at  home.  There  had  come  over  him 
one  of  those  dogged  fits,  peculiar  to 

"Man,  proiul  man, 
Dressed  iu  a  little  brief  authority," 

that  his  authority  must  be  exercised.  When 
he  got  into  this  mood — common  to  human  be- 
ings and  asses — EdAvard  Scanlan  could  neither 
be  led  nor  driven,  but  Avas  bent  upon  taking  his 
own  Avay,  just  because  it  Avas  his  OAvn  Avay. 

Josephine  sat  doAvn  in  despair.  To  thAvart 
her  husband's  Avill  oi)enly  Avas  impossible,  to 
submit  to  it  most  dangerous.  As  he  dressed 
himself  carefully  in  his  new  black  suit  and  un- 
exceptionable Avhite  cravat — whosoever  Avent 
shabby  at  Wren's  Nest,  its  master  never  did — 
talking  complacently  all  the  Avhile  of  his  own 
popularity,  of  the  universal  Avish  there  Avas  that 
he  should  step  into  the  dead  man's  shoes,  his 
Avife  Avas  almost  silent,  absorbed  in  the  immi- 
nent crisis  Avherein  it  behooved  her  to  be  so  cau- 
tious and  so  calm. 

Presently  she  made  a  last  effort,  "  Edward," 
she  said,  as  imploringly  as  if  she  liad  been  the 
meekest  and  Aveakest  of  Avomcn,  "do  take  me 
with  you.    I  want  to  go, " 

But,  upborne  on  his  huge  Avavc  of  self-con- 
tent, Mr.  Scanlan  Avas  immovable. 

"I  have  said  it,  and  I  Avon't  unsay  it.  Jo- 
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sephiue,  your  going  is  perfect  nonsense,  and 
you  shall  not  go.    I  can  not  allow  it." 
"  But—" 

"  Am  I  master  in  my  own  house,  or  not  ?  If 
not,  henceforth  I  will  be.  Stop,  not  another 
word!" 

"Very  well,"  said  she,  and  let  him  depart 
without  another  word.  Otherwise,  she  would 
have  lost  all  control  of  herself — have  flung  des- 
perately at  him  the  secret  which  she  had  kept 
so  long — perhaps  even  have  betrayed  that  oth- 
er, which,  though  only  two  weeks  old,  seemed 
to  have  lasted  for  years.  It  was  the  only  thing 
Avhich  restrained  her  now. 

What  if  any  thing  should  happen — any  thing 
which  might  harm  him — and  she  had  let  him 
go  from  her  in  anger,  had  parted  from  him  in 
this  great  crisis  without  a  word  or  a  kiss  ? 
Present,  her  husband  sometimes  tormented  her 
to  an  unendurable  degree ;  but  absent,  the 
poor  heart  went  back,  often  self-reproachfully, 
to  its  old  fealty,  and  tried  to  think  the  best  of 
him  that  it  could. 

Sitting  at  her  bedroom  window,  Josephine 
listened  to  the  funeral  bell  tolling  across  the 
dreary  common.  It  had  rained  all  day,  but 
there  was  now  a  faint  clearing  up  toward  the 
west,  giving  a  hope  that  the  ceremony — which 
had  been  put  off  as  late  in  the  day  as  possible, 
to  allow  the  poorer  parishioners  to  follow  to  his 
grave  one  who  had  been  to  them  invariably 
charitable  and  kind — might  be  less  gloomy  than 
a  wet  October  funeral  always  is.  She  seemed 
to  see  it  all — to  hear  the  splash  of  the  assem- 
bling feet  in  the  muddy*  church-yard,  and  the 
sound  of  her  husband's  voice  reading  impress- 
ively and  sonorously,  "  I  am  the  Resurrection 
and  the  Life" — words  which  to  her  as  yet  were 
mere  words,  no  more. 

When  tlie  bell  ceased,  Bridget  and  the  youn- 
ger children,  who  had  stood  at  the  gate  listen- 
ing, came  in,  and  Mrs.  Scanlan  was  summoned 
to  tea.  Mechanically  she  poured  it  out,  hear- 
ing absently  the  talk  around  her,  which  was  at 
first  rather  subdued :  the  little  people  had  al- 
most forgotten  him,  still  they  knew  their  mo- 
ther was  fond  of  Mr.  Oldham.  But  soon  they 
grew  quite  lively  again ;  they  were  always  so 
lively  when  papa  was  out.  And  thus  time 
passed,  Josephine  hardly  knew  how,  till  Bridg- 
et entered  to  ask  if  she  should  bring  in  candles. 

Then  the  intolerable  suspense  became  too 
much  for  human  strength  to  fight  against. 
Come  what  would,  she  must  go  to  the  Rectory. 
Her  two  eldest  boys  had  returned,  having  watch- 
ed the  funeral  from  a  distance,  and  had  settled 
to  their  evening's  employment.  The  natural 
thing  would  have  been  to  say  to  them,  "Chil- 
dren, your  papa  has  not  come  back ;  I  am  go- 
ing to  meet  him ;"  but  then  she  knew  her  boy 
Cesar,  who  had  a  great  idea  of  protecting  his 
mother,  would  insist  upon  accompanying  her. 
So  she  stole  out  of  the  back-door  like  a  thief, 
avoiding  even  Bridget,  though  she  fancied  Bridg- 
et saw  her,  and  flew,  rather  than  walked,  in  the 
M'ind  and  rain  and  darkness,  across  the  com- 


mon and  through  Ditchley  streets.  No  one  was 
abroad  ;  the  day  had  been  one  of  those  funeral 
holidays  which  seem  like  Sunday ;  the  shops 
were  still  half-closed,  and  behind  them  Mrs. 
Scanlan  saw  little  groups  sitting,  discussing 
their  good  old  rector,  no  doubt,  and  wonder- 
ing who  would  be  their  new  one. 

Presently  she  found  herself  at  the  Rectory 
gate— the  same  gate  over  which  had  leaned  the 
shrewd,  kind  old  face  when  Mr.  Oldham  had 
said  those  momentous  words  about  her  being 
"his  heiress."  Were  they  true  or  not?  The 
fact  must  be  known  by  this  time.  And  surely, 
in  that  case,  Mr.  Scanlan  would  have  come 
straight  home.  Why  had  he  not  come  home? 
Had  any  thing  happened  ?  And  a  forewarn- 
ing of  that  daily  fear  which  she  must  hence- 
forth live  in — could  tell  to  no  one,  could  seek 
help  for  from  no  one — struck  through  her  like  a 
bolt  of  ice. 

There  was  but  one  road  to  the  Rectory ;  she 
could  not  have  missed  him ;  he  must  be  still 
there.  But  now  she  had  come  she  dared  not 
go  in.  What  reason  could  she  give  for  her 
coming?  How  explain,  even  to  the  servant 
that  should  open  the  door,  why  she  stood  there, 
drenched  with  rain,  shivering  with  cold  and 
fear,  looking,  she  was  well  aware,  more  like  a 
madwoman  than  the  respectable  curate's  re- 
spectable wife?  No — she  must  wait  a  little 
longer.  Nothing  might  have  happened — nei- 
ther good  nor  bad :  Mr.  Scanlan  might  have 
just  staid  to  hear  the  will  read,  and  then  gone 
somewhere  or  other  to  spend  the  evening  in- 
stead of  coming  home. 

There  was  a  large  tree  which  overhung  the 
gate :  there  Josephine  sheltered  and  hid  her- 
self, till  the  soaking  rain  dropped  through  the 
thin  leaves.  Years  afterward,  when  she  had 
almost  forgotten  what  it  felt  like  to  Avalk  in  the 
cold  and  wet,  when  she  went  clad  in  silk  and 
furs,  and  trod  daintily  from  carpeted  halls  to 
cushioned  carriages,  hardly  knowing  what  it 
was  to  be  unattended  or  alone,  Josephine  used 
to  recall,  as  in  a  sort  of  nightmare,  that  poor 
creature — scarcely  herself  at  all — who  crouched 
shivering  under  the  tree  at  the  Rectory  gate ; 
trembling  lest  any  body  should  see  her,  won- 
dering if  even  God  Himself  saw  her,  or  whether 
His  eyes  had  not  long  been  shut  jipon  her  and 
her  misery.  And  the  rain  beat,  and  the  wind 
blew — the  wild,  salt-tasted  wind,  coming  west- 
ward from  the  sea — and,  quarter  after  quarter, 
the  dull  clang  of  Ditchley  church-clock  rang 
out  from  over  the  rector's  newly-closed  grave 
the  hours  that  to  him  were  nothing  now — to 
her,  every  thing. 

It  was  half  past  nine  at  least,  and  she  was 
wet  through  and  through,  yet  still  felt  that 
she  could  not  go  back,  and  that  to  go  forward 
was  equally  impossible,  when  she  heard  wheels 
through  the  dark,  driving  slowly  from  the  house 
to  the  gate.  When  the  light  came,  she  saw  it 
was  Dr.  Waters's  brougham.  He  was  in  it,  and 
some  otlier  gentleman,  whom  he  seemed  to  be 
supporting. 
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Josephine  sprang  to  the  carriage  door,  and 
shook  its  closed  windows  with  such  eager  ap- 
peal that  the  doctor  turned  round  angrily : 

"  Go  away,  woman !  Good  God,  Mrs.  Scan- 
Ian  !  is  that  you  ?" 

"  Yes,  it  is  I.    Is  not  that  my  husband  ?" 

A  feeble  voice  answered,  and  a  still  feebler 
hand  was  put  out:  "Josephine,  come  in  here. 
I  want  you." 

"Yes,  come  in  at  once.  Take  my  place; 
I  will  walk  home,"  said  Dr.  Waters,  getting 
out,  and  then  told  her  that  Mr.  Scanlan  had 
had  a  slight  fainting-fit ;  something  had  oc- 
curred which  startled  him  very  much  ;  but  he 
was  much  better  now,  and  would  be  well  di- 
rectly. 

Josephine  looked  from  one  to  the  other,  half- 
bewildered. 

"  My  dear  lady,  I  had  better  explain :  it 
was  no  ill  news,  quite  the  contrary ;  and  your 
husband  will  soon  get  over  the  shock  of  it.  I 
wish  you  had  been  here,"  he  added,  a  little 
coldly;  "it  was  a  pity,  as  Mr.  Scanlan  says, 
that  your  feelings  did  not  allow  you  to  be  pres- 
ent at  the  funeral  and  the  reading  of  the  will, 
as  Langhorne  particularly  desired  ;  and  he  was 
the  only  person  who  knew  about  the  matter. 
Mrs.  Scanlan,  I  have  to  congratulate  you.  You 
are  Mr.  Oldham's  heiress." 

Josephine  bent  her  head  assentingly — that 
was  all. 

"It  is  a  very  large  property;  worth  a  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds,  I  should  say.  Except 
a  few  legacies,  it  is  all  yours," 

"Josephine,  do  you  hear?  all  ours !"  gasped 
Mr.  Scanlan,  pressing  forward.  "A  hundred 
thousand  pounds !  We  are  rich  —  rich  for 
life!" 

Again  she  assented ;  but,  in  truth,  hardly 
did  hear :  she  only  sa\v  that  gray,  pinched  face, 
drawn  Avith  pain,  those  shaking  hands,  which 
seemed  already  to  clutch  eagerly  at  the  imagin- 
ary gold. 

With  gentle  force  Dr.  Waters  helped  her  into 
the  carriage,  and  was  gone.  Then  she  took  her 
husband's  head  on  her  shoulder,  and  his  hands 
in  hers  ;  thus  they  sat,  without  speaking,  as  the 
carriage  slowly  moved  homeward. 

It  had  come  at  last — this  golden  dream.  As 


Edward  had  said,  they  Avere  rich— rich  for  life; 
richer  than  in  her  wildest  ambition  she  had  ever- 
desired.  She  could  hardly  realize  it  at  all. 
The  fortune  had  come;  but  what  was  the 
worth  of  it — to  her,  or  hers  ? 

By-and-by  her  husband  roused  himself  a  lit- 
tle. "Who  would  have  thought  it,  Josephine  ? 
I  was  so  startled,  it  quite  knocked  me  over- 
however,  I  am  better  now,  very  much  better. 
Soon  I  shall  come  all  right  and  enjoy  every 
thing." 

"I  hope  so." 

"But  you — you  speak  so  oddly!  Are  you 
not  delighted  with  our  good  luck?— or  rather 
yours,  for  Mr.  Oldham  has  so  tied  his  money 
up  that  I  can't  touch  it — I  have  almost  nothing 
to  do  with  it.  He  maintained  his  dislike  to 
me  to  the  last.  And  to  think  of  his  saying 
not  a  word  about  what  he  had  done.  Nobody 
knew  but  Langhorne,  unless — "  with  a  sudden 
shrill  suspicion  in  his  tone,  "unless  you  did?" 

In  her  state  of  terrible  suspense,  Mrs.  Scan- 
lan had  not  paused  to  consider  what  course  she 
should  pursue  when  the  suspense  ended,  let  it 
end  either  way ;  nor  had  decided  whether  or 
not  she  should  tell  her  husband  the  whole  cir- 
cumstances, which  were  so  difficult  of  expla- 
nation. Taken  by  surprise,  she  stammered — 
hesitated. 

"  You  did  know — I  am  sure  of  it." 

"Yes,"  she  answered,  slowly  and  humbly, 
very  humbly.  "Mr.  Oldham  told  me  himself; 
though  I  hardly  believed  it.  Still,  he  did  tell 
me."  " 

"When?" 

"Seven  years  ago." 

"  Seven  years  !  You  have  kept  this  secret 
from  me — your  own  husband — for  seven  years  I 
Josephine,  I'll  never  forgive  you — never  believe 
in  you  any  more." 

And  she — what  could  she  say  ?  To  ask  his 
pardon  would  be  a  mere  pretense,  for  she  felt 
herself  not  guilty ;  to  explain  her  motives  Avas 
useless,  since  he  could  never  understand  them. 
So  this  "lucky"  husband  and  wife,  whom  all 
Ditchley  was  now  talking  over,  Avondering  at 
or  euA'ying  their  good  fortune,  turned  aAvay  from 
one  another,  and  drove  home  to  Wren's  Nest 
together  Avithout  exchanging  another  word. 


MY  ENEMY'S 
CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

A  STROKE  OF  RETRIBUTION. 

AEEW  days  or  Aveeks  passed  away.  Chris- 
tina had  gone  ;  faded,  so  to  speak,  out  of 
our  lives.  She  was  living  for  the  present  in 
Lugano  Avith  her  husband.  The  excitement  of 
the  Paris  crime  had  been  almost  forgotten  in 
London.  The  season  Avas  over,  the  opera- 
houses  Avere  closed,  every  thing  looked  dead. 
Edward  Lambert  and  I  Avere  in  town  to- 
gether, tAvo  moody,  silent,  sympathetic  friends  ; 
each,  as  before,  knoAving  something  more  of 
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the  other  than  he  cared  to  talk  of  even  to  that 
other. 

We  Avere  going  home  one  night  together,  and 
our  Avay  lay  through  the  Ilaymarkct.  We  tnrned 
into  a  cigar-shop  to  get  a  cigar,  and  Lambert 
was  talking  of  a  game  of  billiards.  As  we  stood 
upon  the  threshold,  doubtful,  a  man  passed  slow- 
ly doAvn  the  street  toward  the  Pall  Mall  end.  I 
caught  a  glimpse  of  his  face  under  the  flash  of 
a  lamp,  and  I  knew  him  at  once  for  the  Italian 
Benoni.  He  did  not,  or  would  not,  recognize 
me,  although  I  could  not  help  thinking  I  had 
done  him  a  good  turn  once  ;  so  I  came  to  the 
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conclusion  that,  under  the  circumstances,  he 
did  not  want  to  be  recognized.  Although 
I  was  just  on  the  point  of  calling  Lambert's 
attention  to  him,  I  checked  myself,  and  re- 
frained. 

We  did  have  a  game  of  billiards,  and  then 
were  leaving.  As  we  passed  through  the  cigar- 
shop  a  voice  hailed  me  : 

"  Doth  not  a  meeting  like  this  make  amends .' 
I  say,  Temple !    Hallo  there  ! " 

And  briskly  leaping  off  a  chair,  up  rushed  old 
Stephen  Lyndon,  and  held  out  both  his  hands. 
He  was  handsomely  dressed,  and  woi:e  elegant 
lavender  gloves,  and  I  think  a  new  Avig.  But 
his  face  looked  puckered  and  seamed  and  care- 
worn. I  did  not  take  his  hand,  and  indeed  I 
would  have  walked  away  and  left  him  but  that 
Lambert  stopped,  somewhat  bewildered. 

"Introduce  me.  Temple,"  proceeded  the  un- 
abashed Lyndon.  "I  do  think  I  must  have 
had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  your  friend  before  ; 
the  very  remarkable  contour  of  his  ftice  is  fa- 
miliar to  me.  Introduce  me,  Temple ;  but 
don't  mind  names.  Call  me  for  the  moment 
Mr.  Badboy;  i/ou  understand  the  allusion.  I 
don't  care  for  much  naming  of  names  here  just 
now — pour  des  razsons." 

"I  think  your  name  and  yourself  ought  to  be 
alike  detestable,"  I  began. 

"Dear  boy,  wherefore?  I  have  done  the 
state  some  service — not  this  state,  but  the  oth-- 
er  yonder ;  and  they  know  it.  I  have  defeated 
the  machinations  of  conspirators  and  murder- 
ers. I  feel  proud  of  it.  Temple,  I  swear  to 
you  that  on  a  certain  day  I  saved  France !  Let 
us  repair  to  yonder  fane,  and  give  thanks  over 
Champagne.  Some  states  know  how  to  reward 
their  benefactors.  Temple.  I  have  gold.  Sir, 
red  gold.  Come,  I  long  to  know  your  friend ; 
])resent  me." 

Ned  Lambert  was  puzzled.  Politeness, 
good-nature,  distrust,  sui-prise,  were  battling 
within  him.  He  had  almost  begun,  "Happy 
to  have  the  honor,  I'm  sure,"  when  I  stopped 
him  with  a  vehement  gesture. 

Then  Ned  said : 

"I  know  I  have  seen  this  gentleman — this 
person  before.  Yes,  I  remember !  He's  a  mad- 
man, Temple !  'Twas  he  that  attacked  me  and 
— and  Lilla,  you  recollect,  one  night  at  the 
theatre.    Yes  ;  he's  mad !" 

"  No,  Lambert,  not  mad  ;  I  am  sorry  to  say 
not  mad — not  quite  mad,  at  least.  Look  at 
him,  Ned;  he  ask's  me  to  introduce  him.  I 
do  so.  That  man,  that  disgrace  to  the  name 
of  Englishman,  is  a  scoundrel  and  a  profligate 
a  Avretch  who  left  his  wife  and  daughter  to 
starve,  if  they  would  ;  he  has  lately  made  him- 
self a  rascally  spy  for  the  French  Government, 
and  tried  to  sell,  and,  according  to  his  own 
boast,  did  sell  with  profit,  the  lives  of  brave 
and  foolish  men.  Look  at  him,  Lambert,  and 
know  him  if  you  will." 

"Yes,  look  at  me,  Lambert,"  broke  in  Lyn- 
don, "  and  know  me — for  I  know  you  now — as 
all  that  our  polite  friend  has  said ;  and  one 


thing  more  :  I  am  Lilla  Lyndon's  father,  Lam- 
bert ;  and  I  presume  I  am  one  day  to  have  the 
honor  of  being  your  father-in-law.  Let  us  em- 
brace." 

"Is  this  true?"  asked  Lambert,  turning  with 
pale  face  to  me. 

"It  is  true,  Ned;  that  wretched  creature  is 
Lilla's  father.    Now  vou  know  all." 

"Poor,  poor  Lilla  I  She  knew  of  this  :  and 
therefore  she  doomed  herself  to  live  alone  ?" 

"She  did." 

"Now,  look  here,  fellows!"  said  Lyndon, 
cocking  his  hat  more  fiercely  than  before  on 
the  side  of  his  head,  and  trying  to  look  tall ; 
"there  is  no  use  in  talking  over  family  affairs 
thus  publicly.  But  I  tell  you  this :  I  don't 
care — I'm  not  going  to  be  kept  out  of  the  fam- 
ily councils  any  longer.  I  know  all  about  my 
daughter  now,  and  my  wife  too ;  and  I'm  open 
either  to  hate  them  or  to  love  them.  Whoever 
marries  my  daughter  has  to  deal  with  me.  I 
am  not  hard  to  deal  with ;  but  I  must-  be  con- 
ciliated, courted,  paid  off,  if  necessary.  In 
one  word,  Lambert,  are  you  prepared  to  treat? 
Are  you  ready  to  go  into  council  ?" 

"No,"  I  said,  answering  for  him.  "No, 
Ned,  not  a  word  with  him.  Better  Lilla  bore 
any  persecution,  or  waited  any  time." 

"This  from  you.  Temple  I  I  thought  I  had 
won  your  gratitude,  at  least." 

"  Yes ;  I  believe  you  did  really  try  to  do  me 
a  good  turn  ;  and  though  I  had  no  need  of  it, 
and  was  not  in  the  danger  you  supposed,  I  am 
not  ungrateful  for  it,  and  I  will  try  to  serve  you 
yet.    If  you  want  money — " 

"My  good  Temple!  If  I  want  money? 
All  my  life  has  been  a  perpetual  want  of  mon- 
ey. Just  now  I  do  happen  to  be  pretty  flush  ; 
but,  good  God!  I  know  myself — I  ought  to — 
and  I  shall  be  as  hard  up  as  ever  in  a  few 
weeks.  Besides,  I  begin  to  feel  at  last  the 
want  of  a  peaceful  domestic  life.  I  think  I 
have  pretty  well  exhausted  all  the  stormy  joys, 
and  I  am  now  very  anxious  to  retire  into  the 
placid  bosom  of  family  comfort.  I  think  I  may 
venture  to  say  to  my  future  son-in-law,  if  he 
will  allow  me  the  honor  so  to  call  him,  that  in 
me  he  sees  a  reclaimed  man  ;  at  least  he  sees 
in  me  a  man  who  wants  to  be  reclaimed.  The 
one  grand  emotion  at  the  bottom  of  my  nature, 
Lambert,  is  religion.  Our  friend  Temple  will 
quite  bear  me  out  in  that.  Religion,  Sir !  I 
confess  that  my  life  of  late  years,  and  the  per- 
sistent ill-treatment  I  have  experienced  from 
the  world  and  my  nearest  relatives,  has  rather 
disturbed  the  religious  element.  But  there  it 
is  still.  Now  I  know  that  family  affection  can 
purify  and  restore  it ;  therefore  let  us  go  in  for 
family  affection.  I  am  to  be  reclaimed.  Jl/i, 
bien,  reclaim  me !" 

He  then  threw  back  his  coat  from  his  breast, 
and  stood  with  displayed  shirt-front,  as  if  moral 
reclamation  were  to  be  effected  by  the  agency 
of  a  stethoscope. 

Lambert  looked  at  me  inquiringly,  as  if  to 
ask,  "Is  this  genuine?" 
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I  looked  at  him  with  an  expression  which 
said,  "  Decidedly  not." 

"Come,  Mr.  Lyndon,"  I  said,  "my  friend 
does  not  know  you  as  well  as  I  do ;  you  want 
something;  put  it  into  plain  words  —  what  is 
it?" 

The  little  man  smote  his  breast  theatrically, 
and  said, 
"A  home." 
"Any  thing  else ?" 
"A  daughter." 

"Mr.  Lyndon,"  I  said,  rather  seriously, 
"there  is  such  a  thing  in  the  world  as  being 
too  late.    I  am  afraid  you  are  too  late." 

"But  look  here.  Temple;  I  want  to  be  re- 
claimed ;  I  do,  by  God !  And  I  think  God 
wants  me  to  be  reclaimed  too.  I  don't  think 
He  hates  me  wholl}^,  for  I  have  always  loved 
the  beauty  of  His  house,  and  I  have  loved  to 
sing  to  Him.  I  think  Pie  could  have  loved  me 
if  things  had  just  gone  a  little  better  with  me. 
Do  try  me,  Temple — and  Lambert.  1  know — 
well,  come,  at  least  I  tJdnJc  I  am  sincere  now, 
I  do  really.  I've  always  been  repenting,  of 
course ;  and  I  don't  wonder  that  you  are  a  lit- 
tle suspicious ;  but,  by  the  Lord,  I  think  I'm 
sincere  this  time!  Don't  turn  away  from  me, 
lads  ;  now  don't !  Come  to  ^my  daughter, 
Lambert,  and  take  me  with  you  ;  I'll  fall  at 
her  knees,  I'm  d — d  if  I  don't!  Look  here; 
these  arc  tears." 

So  they  were  ;  there  were  tears  unmistakably 
running  down  his  Avrinkled  old  face,  out  of  his 
bhnking  black  eyes.  I  had  so  long  been  ac- 
customed to  his  private  theatrical  displays  and 
his  easy  gusts  of  emotion,  that  I  was  not  per- 
haps much  moved.  Lambert  was  touched, 
quite  touched.  He  held  out  his  hand  to  the 
wretched  old  creature,  \vho  seized  it,  pressed  it 
to  his  lips,  and  blubbered  over  it. 

My  God !  if  in  that  supreme  moment  a  touch 
of  true  compunction  did  visit  the  heart  of  that 
unfortunate  man,  may  it  not  have  been  too 
late  !  may  it  not  have  been  too  late ! 

Lyndon  lifted  up  his  head,  and  exclaimed, 
"Then  I  am  saved?  I  shall  see  my  daugh- 
ter?" 

"  You  shall,"  said  poor  Ned  Lambert,  and 
wrung  again  the  old  man's  hand. 

Now  I  had  been  anxious  to  bring  this  scene 
to  a  close.  Perhaps  my  distrust  of  Lyndon 
was  such  that  I  disliked  to  see  Ned  Lambert 
touched  by  him.  Besides,  it  was  hardly  the 
place  for  a  scene.  We  had  moved  a  few  paces 
up  the  Haymarket,  and  now  stood  just  one 
pace  down  Jermyn  Street,  and  in  the  shadow  : 
I  had,  by  working  our  group  gently  along,  got 
thus  far  at  least  out  of  the  glitter  and  glare  of 
the  Haymarket.  Still,  there  were  people  con- 
stantly passing  us,  and  looking  with  some  sur- 
prise at  us  and  our  gestures.  Just  now  some- 
body who  had  been  standing  in  a  doorway 
came  out,  and,  apparently  attracted  by  curios- 
ity, drew  nearer  and  nearer  to  us.  The  person 
approached  somewhat  behind  me,  and  I  could 
only  see  that  somebody  was  drawing  near  and 
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listening.  Now  nothing  can  exceed  the  easy 
vacuous  impudence  with  which  street-idlers  in 
London  coolly  walk  up  close  to  a  group  of  peo- 
ple, and  there  stand,  and  stare,  and  listen.  I 
am  myself  peculiarly  nervous  and  sensitive 
about  this  sort  of  thing ;  and  the  vicinity  of 
this  vulgar  and  curious  eaves-dropper  made  me 
specially  uncomfortable.  I  was  just  about  to 
turn  and  ask  the  fellow  rather  angrily  what  he 
wanted  there,  when  Lyndon  called  to  me,  in  a 
tone  half  triumphant,  half  tearful:  "Not  too 
late,  Temple  !  recall  your  words,  my  friend  I 
No,  not  too  late,  after  all !  " 

At  that  moment  the  listener,  whose  shadow 
was  just  behind  me,  pushed  or  lurched  forward, 
and  dashed  against  Lyndon.  So  far  as  there 
was  time  for  thought,  I  thought  it  was  the 
lurch  of  a  drunken  man. .  But  at  the  same  in- 
stant I  heard  two  sudden  peculiar  sounds  fol- 
loAving  each  other  instantaneously  ;  two  sounds 
in  each  of  which  there  was  something  like  a 
thump,  and  something  like  a  rattle,  and  Lyn- 
don gave  a  wild  shriek,  flung  up  his  arms,  then 
collapsed  like  a  man  stricken  with  cholera,  and 
rolled  on  his  legs  for  a  second,  and  then  fell  all 
in  a  heap  on  the  pavement.  And  in  the  same 
instant  of  time  the  man  who  had  rushed  on  Lyn- 
don cried  out  the  word  TradltoraV  flashed 
round  on  me  the  fierce  wolf-like  eyes  of  Benoni 
the  Italian,  and  then  fled  fast  as  a  wild-cat 
down  the  silent  darknesses  of  Jermyn  Street. 

"Look  to  him,  Temple,"  shouted  Lambert; 
"I'll  be  after  that  fellow."  And  he  rushed 
away,  his  long  legs  making  tremendous  play 
along  the  pavement. 

In  a  moment  a  group  of  people,  chiefly  wo- 
men from  the  Haymarket,  had  gathered  round  ; 
then  a  couple  of  policemen  came  up,  and  one 
w^ent  off  like  mad  down  Jermyn  Street  after 
Ned  and  the  assassin.  We  lifted  up  Lyndon, 
and  brought  him  into  a  public  Jiouse  which 
stands,  or  stood,  at  the  Haymarket  corner  of 
the  street.  There  we  laid  him  on  a  bench. 
He  was  bleeding  fearfully  from  two  wounds, 
one  in  the  breast,  one  just  under  the  ear.  A 
surgeon  was  sent  for  from  across  the  street, 
and  came  up  in  a  moment.  While  ho  was 
opening  Lyndon's  clothes  Lyndon  recovered  a 
little  from  the  sw^oon  into  which  he  had  fallen, 
and  looked  up.    His  eyes  fell  on  me  at  once. 

"  You  are  a  prophet,  Temple,"  he  murmured. 
"  It  is  too  late,  you  see.  No  use,  doctor !  Not 
so  deep  as  a  well,  nor  so  wide  as  a  church- 
door  ;  but  'tis  enough,  'twill  serve.  Temple, 
your  friends  of  the  revolution  have  done  for 
me.  Tell  my  daughter  I'm  sorry,  and  my  wife, 
and  your  little  Lilla." 

Ned  Lambert  had  by  this  time  quietly  re- 
joined the  group,  and  stood  with  flushed  ftice 
silently  looking  on.  Lyndon  saw  him,  and 
smiled. 

"Good  fellow,  Lambert,"  he  said;  "kind 
lad— I  like  you.  I  ought  to  say,  'Bless  you, 
Lambert ! '  in  the  regular  old  style ;  but  I  can't 
get  up  to  do  it  with  the  proper  action.  I  am 
dving,  Egvpt,  dving!    I  hope  God  will  forgive 
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me.  I  think  He  might  forgive  me  if  He  for- 
gives Goodboy  ;  and  Goodboy  is  so  respectable 
there  can't  be  any  doubt  about 

I  asked  the  surgeon  in  a  low  tone  whether 
poor  Lyndon  had  not  better  be  kept  quiet ;  he 
was  talking  away  all  this  time  incessantly,  ex- 
cept when  an  occasional  pang  or  gasp  stopped 
his  utterance  for  a  moment.  The  surgeon  only 
shook  his  head,  and  signified  with  a  gesture 
that  it  did  not  matter  now.  I  asked  whether 
he  had  not  better  be  removed  to  some  hospital, 
or  somewhere  of  the  kind.  The  reply  wa»  a 
quiet  gesture  to  the  same  etfect — no  use  think- 
ing of  that  now. 

Meanwhile  Lyndon  lay  nearly  motionless  on 
the  seat  Avhere  we  had  laid  him,  his  head  and 
shoulders  propped  by  cushions  taken  from  the 
benches  around.  His  wig  had  fallen  back  from 
his  head,  and  what  with  the  bald  forehead,  the 
round,  plump,  beardless  face,  and  the  twink- 
ling, restless  eyes,  there  was  a  queer,  pathetic, 
grotesque  look  of  infancy  about  him,  which  the 
incessant  and  scarcely  intelligible  babble  he 
kept  up  served  to  keep  in  countenance.  The 
strange  sardonic  expression,  now  suggestive  of 
roguery,  and  now  almost  of  madness,  which 
his  face  used  to  wear  habitually,  had  quite 
faded  away,  and  I  seemed  to  sec  a  striking  re- 
semblance to  his  daughter — that  resemblance 
of  which  vague  glimpses  used  so  to  perplex  and 
tantalize  me  in  the  early  days  of  our  acquaint-: 
ance. 

Ned  Lambert  looked  pityingly  on. 
"No  hope?"  he  asked  of  the  surgeon,  in  a 
whisper. 

'•None  whatever,''  was  the  whis])ered  reply. 
"  It  is  a  question  of  minutes.  There  is  nothing 
to  be  done." 

The  idle  and  amazed  lookers-on  had  now 
been  got  rid  of.  Nobody  was  in  the  room  but 
the  surgeon,  the  landlord,  a  couple  of  Avomen 
— bar-maids,  I  suppose — two  ])olicemen,  Ned 
Lambert,  and  I.  Drawing  Ned  aside,  I  learned 
from  him  what  had  come  of  his  pursuit.  He 
said  he  was  gaining  upon  the  fugitive,  when 
somebody — whether  by  design  or  accident  he 
could  not  tell — suddenly  ran  from  a  doorway, 
rushed  against  Ned,  and  in  the  collision  Hung 
him  heavily  on  tlic  pavement.  When  he  got 
on  his  feet  there  was  nobody  near.  Tlie  man 
who  had  flung  him  down  disappeared,  he 
thought,  up  a  court  to  the  left.  He  could 
easily  have  caught  him  if  he  had  followed  ;  but 
he  still  ran  on,  hoping  to  get  some  sight  of  the 
assassin  —  a  hopeless  attempt.  Neither  sight 
nor  sound  assisted.  He  was  turning  back  from 
the  idle  quest  when  he  met  the  policeman  com- 
ing to  his  assistance. 

Meanwhile  Lyndon  babbled  on.  I  have  read 
that  during  the  insanity  of  George  III.  nothing 
was  so  dreadful  to  those  of  his  family  who  were 
near  him  as  his  never-ceasing  unmeaning  talk. 
I  can  quite  understand  it.  Lyndon's  unbroken 
flow  of  words  was  terrible  to  hear. 

At  last  he  gave  a  sharp  groan,  almost  a  cry, 
and  stopped  for  a  moment  in  his  speech.  Then 


he  said,  in  a  clearer  and  more  coherent  manner, 
although  with  gradually  failing  voice  : 

"Temple,  my  Minstrel  Boy,  I  have  been 
turning  the  matter  over,  and  I  think  there  is 
hope  ;  I  do,  on  my  soul.  There  v/as  a  deal  in 
me,  only  it  didn't  somehow  come  to  a  focus.  I 
was  very  near  being  a  good  painter ;  I  was  very 
near  being  a  great  musician.  Don't  deceive 
yourself,  Tem.ple  ;  you  never  will  sing  as  I  could 
have  done  once,  my  boy.  And  I  might  have 
been  a  religious  man ;  and  I  might  have  been 
a  good  man.  Of  course  I  wasn't  any  thing. 
But  where  there's  so  much  valuable  raw  mate- 
rial, I  don't  believe  God  means  it  always  to  lie 
idle.  No,  no  ;  lie  doesn't  make  blunders,  or 
waste  good  stuft'  in  that  sort  of  way.  He'll  find 
use  for  me,  though  I  couldn't  find  any  use  for 
myself.  Confound  it  all !  I'm  better  than  a  rat 
or  a  black  beetle.  I  know  that  my  Redeemer 
livcth !  I  am  sorry  you  seem  rather  wanting 
in  the  religious  element,  Temi)lc  :  but  I  dare 
say  something  can  be  done,  even  for  you. — 
Ah,  not  fair,  George  Lyndon ;  not  fair,  brother 
George  ;  'twas  you  did  it,  not  I ;  always  making 
me  your  scape-goat.  Well,  I  did  one  right 
thing  in  life,  d — n  me! — O  God,  forgive  me,  I 
mean.  Not  too  late,  Temple,  after  all !  O 
God!"  ♦ 

Lyndon  gasped  heavily.  His  head  fell  for- 
ward plump  on  his  breast. 

"  Oh,  he's  dead  !"  said  one  of  the  bar-maids, 
with  a  little  scream. 

So  he  was. 


CHAPTER  XXXV. 

THE    OLD    PLACE  AGAIN. 

TiiEKE  is  very  little  of  a  story  in  all  this. 
Great  heroic  events  and  sufi'erings,  which  would 
naturally  consolidate  themselves  into  five  acts 
with  a  grand  denouement,  are  the  lot  of  the  fa- 
vored very  few.  ^ly  ordinary  life  kept  on  much 
the  same  after  the  departure  of  Cliristina,  the 
murder  of  Lyndon,  and  the  marriage,  which 
took  place  Avithin  a  few  months,  of  my  dear 
friends  Ned  Lambert  and  his  Lilla  Lyndon. 
They  live  in  a  pretty  little  house  in  Brompton. 
I  left  that  neighborhood,  and  took  lodgings 
near  Bedford  Square.  It  was  there  that  I  be- 
gan the  writing  of  this  story,  in  the  Bloomsbtiry 
region  which  the  opening  chapter  describes,  on 
the  wet  and  wild  evening,  when,  lonely,  I  sat 
down  to  tell  my  tale  to  him  and  her  who  would 
listen. 

Nothing  came  of  Lyndon's  murder.  The 
assassin  was  not  found,  nor  was  any  trace  of 
him  discovered.  What  I  knew  I  kept  to 
myself. 

I  gave  up  the  stage  at  once,  and  not  too 
soon.  I  have  often  hinted  that  my  voice  be- 
gan to  give  distinct  signs  of  failure ;  and  of 
late  it  was  quite  clear  to  me  that  it  would  not 
much  longer  bear  the  heroic  strain  of  opera.  So 
I  anticipated  defeat,  and  surrendered.  "Hap- 
py the  man,"  says  the  author  of  "  Penden- 


# 

MY  ENEMY'S  DAUGHTER. 


87 


nis,"  "who  quits  the  field  in  time,  and  yields 
Ills  broken  sword  to  Fate  the  Conqueror  with  a 
resigned  and  cheerful  heart."  My  heart  was 
resigned  and  cheerful,  indeed,  but  not  from 
any  heroic  or  magnanimous  qualities,  to  which 
I  have  not  pretended,  but  because  it  never  had 
been  in  the  battle  at  all,  and  it  was  now  ab- 
sorbed in  quite  other  and  far  better  hopes  than 
those  which  at  the  outset  led  me  to  the  fight. 
I  retired,  had  a  farewell  benefit,  was  banquet- 
ed by  some  of  my  friends,  made  a  speech,  was 
kindly  and  even  tenderly  noticed  by  the  news- 
papers, and  then  subsided  into  music-teaching 
and  concert-singing.  I  quitted  wild  Bohemia, 
and  became  thoroughly  respectable  and  com- 
monplace. Nothing  could  be  more  quiet,  mo- 
notonous, humdrum,  lonely,  than  the  kind  of 
existence  into  which  I  gradually  sank.  Many 
a  man  makes  a  desperate  run  up  the  hill,  fall 
of  energy  and  resolve,  but  suddenly  meeting 
midway  with  some  check,  struggles  a  moment  i 
or  two,  grumbles  a  while,  and  then  very  quietly 
turns  round  and  saunters  down  again.  So  it 
was  with  me  ;  but  neither  the  early  run  up,  nor 
the  later  descent,  was  wholly  merit  or  wholly 
fault  of  mine.  I  mounted  in  the  hope  of  over- 
tak'ing  Christina  lleichstein  ;  I  paused  and  came 
down  because  I  believed  that  thereby  I  should 
make  myself  worthier — at  least  less  unworthy 
— to  be  the  husband  of  Lilla  Lyndon. 

I  had  to  wait  our  self-appointed  period  of 
probation  for  her;  and  I  waited,  silent,  pa- 
tient, absorbed  in  the  thought  of  her.  We 
never  interchanged  letter,  or  word,  or  missive, 
or  greeting  of  any  kind.  During  the  Avhole 
time  I  never  saw  her ;  for  a  long  time  I  never 
heard  of  her,  except  once,  when,  taking  up  the 
Morning  Post,  I  saw  that  Mr.  Lyndon,  M.P., 
and  the  Misses  Lyndon,  had  arrived  at  the 
Hotel  Bristol,  Paris,  on  their  way  home  from 
Italy.  I  make  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Lyndon 
took  his  daughter  every  where  he  could,  and 
into  all  manner  of  distractions,  in  the  hope  of 
inducing  her  to  love  some  one  else  and  to  for- 
get me.  I  did  not  fear.  Lilla  Lyndon  had 
contrived,  unconsciously  I  am  sure,  to  impress 
me  with  a  sense  of  pure  unalterable  constancy 
which  I  could  not  doubt.  She  had  her  father's 
qualities,  in  fact,  turned  from  bad  into  good, 
and  sanctified  by  her  purity  of  soul,  and  glori- 
fied by  her  noble  warmth  of  heart.  No,  I 
could  not  doubt  her. 

Other  doubts,  indeed,  I  had  ;  and  they  gave 
me  many  a  pang.  They  were  doubts  of  my 
own  worthiness — not  merely  of  my  moral  worth, 
for  I  do  believe  that  the  presence  and  the  in- 
fluence of  such  a  woman  must  have  stirred  Ba- 
rabbas  to  some  love  of  goodness ;  but  doubts 
of  my  fitness  in  what  I  may  call  the  cesthetic 
or  artistic  way  to  sustain  Lilla  Lyndon's  ideal, 
I  could  not  and  did  not  disguise  from  myself 
that  her  love  for  me  had  its  source  in  pure  ro- 
mance— the  passion  of  a  generous  girl-nature, 
weary  of  monotonous  and  colorless  formality 
and  respectability,  for  some  nature  on  which 
the  rays  of  a  more  romantic  and  highly-tinted  j 


existence  fell  ever  so  lightly.  I  knew  that 
w^hat  Avith  our  secret  love  and  my  late  attempt 
not  to  steal  her  from  her  sphere,  Lilla  had  be- 
gun to  look  upon  me  as  an  exalted  heroic  kind 
of  being.  I  looked  into  myself,  and  turned 
away  with  a  pang  of  shame  to  think  how  unlike 
to  all  this  was  the  reality— of  dread  lest  she 
too  should  some  time  discover  it  and  be  disap- 
pointed. Would  it  be  better,  1  sometimes 
gloomily  thought,  that  the  passages  in  our  lives, 
now  interrupted,  should  end  thus — simple,  sad, 
memorable,  not  to  be  renewed,  not  to  be  for- 
gotten ?  Often,  as  I  found  myself  giving  way 
to  ill  humor  and  pettishness  and  littleness  of 
any  kind  ;  as  I  felt  tempted  to  snarl  at  friends 
who  had  passed  high  np  the  beanstalk  of  suc- 
cess and  got  to  the  castle  and  fairy  regions  at 
the  top,  Avhile  I  remained  idly  on  the  dull 
ground  below  ;  as  I  recognized  in  myself  the 
prickings  of  envy  and  the  pangs  of  disappoint- 
I  ed  ambition  ;  as  I  detected  myself  in  being  too 
lazy  to  change  a  lodging,  too  cowardly  to  give 
a  landlady  warning,  too  procrastinating  to  suc- 
ceed in  doing  some  solid  service  to  a  friend — I 
could  not  help  thinking  that  perhaps  it  would  be 
a  happy  thing,  after  all,  for  her,  if  Lilla  Lyndon 
and  I  were  never  to  meet  again. 

This  was  my  pain  and  punishment  some- 
times ;  but  for  this  I  should  have  had,  even  in 
waiting  for  her  thus  in  silence  and  separation, 
the  light  of  an  unchanging  hope  and  happiness 
around  me. 

Once  I  Avent  back  and  revisited  my  old  birth- 
place tOAvn.  Very  little  Avas  changed  there. 
It  is  exasperating,  Avhen  you  think  you  haA'e 
lived  through  at  least  half  a  dozen  lives,  to  come 
back  to  the  place  you  left  so  long  ago,  and  find 
every  thing  precisely  as  it  Avas  Avhen  you,  un- 
heeded, turned  your  boyish  back  upon  it.  I 
spent  the  better  part  of  a  Avhole  day  loitering 
on  the  strand  Avhere  I  did  battle  Avith  Ned 
Lambert,  and  Avatching  the  roll  of  the  surf, 
and  flinging  lazy  pebbles  in.  I  climbed  the  hill- 
side and  looked  long  upon  the  glorious  scene 
beloAA'.  Once  I  made  an  excursion  in  a  fisher- 
man's boat  round  the  bay ;  and  from  the  light 
summer-day  clouds  and  soft  blue  hazy  sky  came 
suddenly  heaA^  mist  and  gale  (I  knew  them 
Avell  of  old)  ;  and  quickly  a  squall  arose,  and  a 
storm  thundered  in  our  ears  and  tattered  our 
sails  before  Ave  could  reef  them,  and  drove  us 
oft'  shore,  blinding  and  bafiling  us  Avith  its  spray. 
I  declare  that  I  felt  a  rush  of  life  and  energy 
such  as  I  had  not  knoAvn  for  long,  and  Avhich 
Avas  positive  delight.  I  shoAved  a  proficiency, 
too,  in  the  management  of  the  sheet  Avhich  was 
intrusted  to  me,  and  a  familiarity  Avith  the  char- 
acter of  the  sea  there,  Avhich  quite  amazed  the 
fisherman  and  his  boy.  I  Avas  enraptured  Avith 
the  storm.  I  was  a  boy  again,  and  I  roared 
some  frantic  improvisation  of  exulting  energy  to 
answer  the  defiance  of  the  roaring  Avaves.  Our 
boom  Avas  torn  aAvay,  and  Ave  had  literally  no- 
thing for  it  but  to  run  before  the  wind,  whither 
the  wind  would.  I  lighted  a  cigar,  and  strove 
to  keep  it  burning.    I  could  sometimes,  Avhen 
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the  -wind  lifted  the  mist,  and  tlie  spray  was  less 
blinding,  catch  glimpses  of  a  distant  shore,  and 
a  steep  hill,  and  white  houses  scattered  over 
it ;  and  I  thought  I  could  find  no  more  ap- 
propriate place  to  die — "  where  I  did  begin, 
there  now  I  end  I" — and  that  were  I  to  go 
down  there,  I  should  alwaj's  live  a  pure  and 
glorified  life  in  the  sacred  memory  of  Lilla 
Lyndon.  But  I  was  preserved  —  I  trust  to 
make  her  happy ;  and  I  was  landed  at  night, 
the  storm  having  abated,  near  a  lonely  public 
house  on  a  little  peninsula  far  down  the  coast, 
wet  and  draggled,  cold  and  dispirited,  the  en- 
ergy and  excitement  quite  washed  out  of  me, 
and  with  the  prospect  of  at  least  a  fortnight's 
enforced  relief  from  singing,  owing  to  the  mag- 
nificent hoarseness  I  felt  setting  in. 

And  I  went  to  see  poor  old  JNIiss  Griffin,  the 
organist  under  whose  sway  Christina  and  I 
used  to  sing,  and  whom  I  hope  the  reader  has 
not  quite  forgotten.  Miss  Griffin  did  not  look 
very  much  older,  or  neater,  or  primmer,  than 
she  used  to  do  twenty  years  syne.  She  still 
played  upon  the  very  same  organ — Ned  Lam- 
bert's improvements  had  made  no  way  here — 
and  she  had  loud-voiced,  demure  girls  singing 
round  her  on  the  Sunday,  and  practicing  under 
her  direction  in  the  evenings  of  the  week,  and 
taking  a  quiet  tea  with  her  now  and  then ; 
sometimes  being  scolded  by  her,  and  no  doubt 
sometimes  paying  her  off  with  smart  feminine 
gibes  when  her  neat,  well-made-up  back  was 
turned.  Every  thing  around  Miss  Griffin  seem- 
ed so  much  the  same  as  before,  so  little  affect- 
ed by  years,  that  I  positively  looked  round  for 
Miss  Griffin's  mamma  and  the  parrot,  and  I 
should  not  have  been  surprised  if  both  iiad  ap- 
peared in  their  familiar  ])laces.  But  Time  is 
not  to  be  quite  disarmed — and  the  mamma  and 
the  parrot  were  gone. 

Miss  Griffin  was  very  friendly,  quaint,  and 
affectionate. 

"And  so  you  became  a  great  singer,"  she 
said,  "after  all?  To  say  the  truth,  I  never 
expected  it  of  you.  I  always  thought  you  were 
too  idle  and  careless.  Of  course  you  often  met 
Christina  Braun  ?" 

"Yes,  Miss  Griffin  ;  very  often." 

"She  was  a  pupil  of  mine  once,  and  sang  in 
my  choir.  Oh,  but  I  forgot  — of  course  you 
recollect  her  here.'' 

"  Perfectly  vrell,  indeed." 

"Yes,  yes;  to  be  sure.  Many  a  time  you 
sang  with  her  in  this  very  room.  No,  though 
— not  this  room  ;  the  old  lodgings.  You  see,  I 
have  been  migratory  since  you  were  here." 

She  had  changed  her  lodgings  once  in  twen- 
ty years. 

"Did  Christina  ever  speak  of  me,  Mr. 
Banks  ?"  Miss  Griffin  took  up  my  name,  of 
course,  in  the  old  and  original  way. 

"  Verv  often.  Miss  Griffin;  and  verv  kind- 
ly." 

"Yes,  I  am  sure  she  would.  She  was  a 
good-hearted  creature,  only  I  used  to  fear  that 
she  was  too  fond  of  display,  and  that  she  would 


come  to  no  good.  And  she  became  a  great 
singer  too  ?" 

"  She  became  a  great  singer  indeed.  That 
is  quite  certain,  Miss  Griffin." 

"Yes,  a  gentleman  here,  son  of  Mr.  Thirl- 
wall,  our  clergyman — you  recollect? — was  \\\> 
in  London  once,  and  he  told  me  he  heard 
Christina  at  the  Opera,  and  that  the  house  was 
crowded,  and  the  Queen  was  -there.  He  did 
not  speak  of  you  ;  but  this  was  before  you  came 
out,  I  suppose.  And  she  has  made  a  great 
fortune,  and  retired  from  the  stage?" 

"I  believe  so.  Miss  Griffin  ;  at  least  she  has 
retired  from  the  stage." 

"Already!  Dear,  dear!  Only  the  other 
day  she  was  a  little  girl  here — oh,  quite  a  little 
girl.    And  you  were  a  boy  ;  and  now — " 

"  And  now  I  am  a  '  grizzled,  grim  old  fogy,' 
you  were  going  to  say,  ]\Iiss  Griffin  ?" 

"Nonsense  I  Indeed  I  was  going  to  say  no- 
thing of  the  kind  ;  for  if  you  were  to  be  thouglit 
old,  I  don't  know  what  could  be  said  of  me. 
And  you  are  not  married  yet  ?  I  wonder  you 
didn't  marry  Christina.  I  remember  now  that 
I  thought  at  one  time  you  were  sweet  uj)on  her  ; 
but  certainly  you  were  too  young  then." 

After  a  while  I  asked  Miss  Griffin  to  play 
something  in  memory  of  old  acquaintance.  Siie 
did  so,  very  kindly  and  readily,  plnying,  in- 
deed, with  some  skill;  and  even,  on  a  little 
pressure,  sang  a  quaint  old  song,  with  which, 
some  twenty  years  back,  I  used  to  be  perhajjs 
rather  more  familiar  than  I  much  cared  to  be. 
It  sounded  in  my  ear  now  enriched  by  such 
kindly,  softening,  saddening  associations,  that 
it  seemed  almost  like  an  evening  hymn. 

Then  she  insisted  on  my  singing  something 
for  her  out  of  one  of  the  operas  in  which,  as 
she  was  pleased  to  put  it,  I  had  made  my  great- 
est success.  I  asked  her  to  choose  for  herself, 
and  she  selected,  of  all  others,  something  from 
the  very  opera  in  which  I  sang  with  Christina 
for  the  last  time.  I  sang  it  as  well  as  I  could 
with  the  hoarseness  of  my  boating -excursion 
growing  on  me;  and  a  dark-eyed,  pale-cheeked 
girl,  too  timid  to  open  her  lips,  accompanied 
me.  What  a  dreary  business  it  was  to  mc  !  It 
was  the  very  ghost  of  a  song. 

This  done,  I  prepared  to  lepve. 

"  I  suppose  I  shall  never  see  you  again,"  said 
Miss  Griffin.  "  Though  I  think,  Avhenever  you 
get  married,  you  ought  to  bring  your  wife  to 
see  me.  You  ought  to  be  married  now.  Don't 
let  it  get  too  late.  Well,  well,  how  odd  it  is ! 
The  other  day  only,  it  seems  to  me,  I  thought 
j  you  quite  too  young  to  marry ;  and  now  I  am 
I  urging  you  not  to  let  it  grow  too  late." 

"Just  the  way  in  life,  Miss  Griffin.  One  day 
I  we  are  too  young,  and  we  resolve  to  wait  a  lit- 
i  tie  and  think  the  matter  over ;  and  we  think  a 
j  little  too  long,  and  behold  we  wake  up  and  we 
I  are  too  old." 

!     "  Ah,  that  is  jnst  the  way  with  we.  I  thought 
'  of  going  to  live  in  London  once,  when  I  heard 
!  that  every  body  from  this  place  was  doing  so 
well  there — even  poor  Edward  Lambert,  who 
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wasn't  clever  or  brilliant  at  uU,  yon  know,  quite 
making  a  fortune,  I'm  told — but  I  put  off  going 
from  time  to  time,  and  now  I  am  too  old." 

"You  must  be  very  lonely  here,  Miss  Grif- 
fin." 

"I  used  to  be  very  lonely  at  first,  after  my 
dear  mamma  died  ;  but  I  have  grown  used  to 
it  now.  I  have  the  church  to  attend  to,  and 
my  choir,  and  the  pupils.  I  suppose  every  body 
is  lonely  in  one  way  or  another,  more  or  less, 
*  except,  of  course,  great  people  who  mix  in  the 
fashionable  world  of  London,  like  Christina 
Braun  and  you." 

Yes ;  except  such  as  Christina  and  I.  Other 
people  are  lonely  ;  but  we  who  have  free  souls, 
it  touches  us  not ! 

I  took  a  friendly  leave  of  good  old  Miss  Grif- 
fin ;  never,  in  all  probability,  to  see  her  again. 


CHAPTER  XXXVI. 
"erigiit  as  the  breaking  east." 

The  year  was  over;  that  strange,  dreamy, 
solitary,  silent  year  of  my  life  was  gone  at  last. 
I  was  free  to  seek  out  Lilla  Lyndon  and  ask  her 
to  be  my  wife.  I  had  been  filled  with  hope  and 
confidence  all  through  the  time,  and  only  long- 
ing that  the  day  should  come  when  I  could 
realize  my  iiopes.  Now  that  the  time  had 
come,  I  was  tormented  with  doubts,  distrusts, 
despondency.  I  had  not,  indeed,  to  agonize 
me  the  sudden  fear  of  Wordsworth's  lover  lest 
the  beloved  should  be  dead.  People  of  Mr. 
Lyndon's  wealth  and  position  live  in  a  glass 
house  in  London :  any  body  with  the  slightest 
interest  in  the  matter  can  follow  them  in  all 
their  movements — in  their  going  from  town  to 
country,  from  London  to  the  Continent,  in  their 
dinner-parties  and  balls.  Nothing  remarkable 
could  have  happened  to  Lilla  without  my  hear- 
ing of  it  through  half  a  dozen  channels.  Of 
late  I  hardly  ever  visited  Ned  Lambert  and  his 
wife  without  hearing  that  the  latter  had  just  re- 
ceived some  kind  letter,  or  message,  or  perhaps 
even  a  visit  from  Lilla.  •  I  had  several  times 
heard  rumors  that  Lilla  was  to  be  married  to 
this  or  that  desirable  and  aristocratic  or  wealthy 
personage,  and  these  rumors  did  not  alarm  me. 
Nothing,  in  fact,  had  occurred  to  give  me  fear, 
and  Lilla  had  impressed  me  gradually,  inde- 
scribably, with  a  faith  in  her  constancy  which 
was  the  nearest  approach  to  religious  devotion 
I  had  ever  had.  Yet  the  time  had  come  to 
I)rove  her,  and  I  was  filled  with  distrust  and 
despondency. 

So  far  as  I  could  analyze  the  feeling,  it  arose 
from  the  old  deep  sense  of  my  own  unworthi- 
ness.  What  had  I  to  give  her  for  her  love  ? 
What  had  I  done  that  I  should  be  called  living 
into  heaven?  I  who  had  always  beeif  bufl'eted 
through  life,  without  time  or  chance  to  develop 
whatever  elements  of  good  might  be  in  me ;  I 
who  had  never  troubled  myself  about  religion 
or  morals  in  any  high  and  spiritual  sense,  but 


merely  gone  my  way  whither  Eate  and  the  hour 
would— what  had  I  done  to  deserve  the  love 
of  such  a  woman  ?  What  could  I  give  her  for 
it  ?  What  Avarrant  had  I  that  I  should  always 
be  able  to  hold  it? 

I  think,  to  be  happy,  a  man  ought  to  be  su- 
premely selfish  or  sublimely  good.  He  ought 
to  have  either  a  dominating  will  or  a  domina- 
ting conscience.  I  envy  people  who  look  out 
for  the  right,  and,  seeing  it,  go  straight  along 
that  path,  without  hesitation  or  after-thought, 
whether  it  lead  to  happiness  or  torment,  to 
shame  or  splendor,  because  it  is  the  right.  I 
have  sometimes,  in  lower  moods,  envied  those 
who  follow,  unthinking  and  reckless,  their  dom- 
inant will — who  do  the  thing  that  pleases  them, 
who  are  unjust  and  fear  not.  But  those  who 
are  not  selfish  enough  to  think  only  of  self,  who 
arc  not  sublime  enough  to  ignore  self  altogeth- 
er, they  have  often  a  trying  time;  and  I  am 
one  of  them.  If  I  could  now  have  thought  only 
of  myself,  I  should  have  been  happy.  Perhaps 
if  I  could  have  thought  only  of  Lilla,  I  should 
have  been  happy  too,  and  with  a  far  purer  ha.p- 
piness.  But  I  could  not  forget  my  own  life, 
my  own  follies,  faults,  weaknesses,  roughnesses, 
sins ;  and  I  thought  if,  since  I  saw  her  last,  she 
has  reconsidered  her  resolve,  if  she  has  .seen 
some  one  who  is  in  every  way  more  worthy  of 
her  than  I,  and  has  found  that  she  could  love 
him  better — every  friend  she  has  on  earth  must 
approve  her  change  of  mood,  and  I — even  I — 
could  not  condemn  her.  And  though  !  did  not 
fear  that  this  would  be  the  end,  my  very  faith 
in  her  but  deepened  and  embittered  my  sense 
of  hopeless  inferiority. 

One  resolve  I  made ;  the  Christian  reader 
will,  of  course,  condemn  it,  and  regard  me  as 
abhorred  because  of  it ;  the  practical,  cynical 
reader  will  smile  at  the  idea,  and  think  I  never 
meant  what  I  said.  It  is  the  truth,  however. 
If  any  thing  whatever  should  have  occurred  to 
break  the  engagement  between  Lilla  Lyndon 
and  me,  I  was  determined  not  to  live  any  lon- 
ger. I  would  not  confront  any  more  of  a  fu- 
tile, good-for-nothing,  ignoble  existence  with- 
out love  and  without  hope.  If  this  glorious, 
delicious  prospect  which  Heaven  had  so  sud- 
denly and  strangely  held  out  to  me  of  a  regen- 
erated and  exalted  life,  with  love  in  it  and  a 
purpose  in  it — if  that  prospect  should  be  as  sud- 
denly and  as  strangely  withdrawn,  I  would  ac- 
cept the  decree  as  a  sentence  of  dismissal ;  I 
would  take  it  as  a  declaration  that  I  had  no 
farther  hope  or  business  in  life,  and  I  would  get 
out  of  life  accordingly.  On  this—I  declare  it 
now  in  all  calmness,  and  looking  back  from  a 
distance  of  years — I  was  resolved  ;  and  the  re- 
solve sustained  me.  Come  the  worst,  there 
was  something  to  fall  back  upon— there  was  a 
means  of  escape.  I  believed  that  Heaven  would 
not  judge  my  decision  too  sternly,  and  at  least 
I  was  resolved  to  trust  my  soul  rather  to  heaven 
than  to  earth.  Any  thing  in  preference  to  any 
more  of  the  meaningless,  barren,  good-for-no- 
thing, loveless,  homeless,  hopeless  life  I  had  been 
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leading  for  now  some  fifteen  years.  One  way 
or  another,  let  that  at  least  end. 

Grim  resolve  for  a  lover  going  to  meet  his 
love ;  but,  grim  as  it  was,  it  strengthened,  con- 
soled, and  animated  me. 

Lilla  is  of  age  to-day.  She  is  her  own  mis- 
tress. She  can  accept  me  or  reject  me  of  her 
own  free-will,  and  no  one  can  say  her  nay.  I 
will  go  to-day — this  very  day — and  know  all. 
I  will  not  write  to  her,  I  will  not  go  to  her  house. 
But  though  I  have  never  seen  her  since  our 
parting  in  Paris,  and  never  heard  from  her ; 
though  we  have  never  interchanged  the  brief- 
est message  or  greeting,  I  know  that,  if  she  is 
still  of  the  same  resolve  as  she  was,  she  will 
walk  in  Kensington  Gardens  this  day.  I  know 
that  if  she  does  not  come  there,  all  is  over. 
The  same  impulse  which  brings  me  there  would 
bring  her,  if  her  object  were  the  same  as  mine. 

I  dressed  with  immense  and  exhausting  care 
that  day,  and  looked  in  the  glass  nearly  as  often 
as  if  I  were  a  girl  going  to  her  first  ball.  But 
the  result  did  not  strike  me  as  satisfactory ; 
and  at  last  I  gave  up  the  attempt  at  self-adorn- 
ment and  improvement  in  a  kind  of  despair. 

The  day  was  not  bright.  For  summer-time 
it  was  singularly  dark  and  gray.  No  sun  shone, 
the  air  was  dense,  the  sky  all  hung  with  heavy 
clouds,  the  leaves  rustling  and  blowing  as  if 
autumn  had  already  set  in.  If  one  were  to 
take  his  omen  from  the  heavens  and  the  at- 
mosphere, this  were  a  day  to  look  for  disaster. 
This  is  just  the  graj--  sombre  sky  under  which  I 
should  expect  to  hear  some  heavy  news. 

Kensington  Gardens  looked  strange  and 
gloomy  to  me.  The  trees  moaned  shghtly  in 
the  light  wind  that  seemed  to  anticipate  Octo- 
ber. The  birds  flcAV  low;  the  round  pond,  or 
pool,  when  I  came  near  it,  had  a  leaden-hued 
surface,  which  even  the  ripples  fanned  by  the 
wind  did  not  brighten.  Leaves  detached  un- 
timely from  the  neighboring  trees  and  plants 
came  rustling  and  rushing  down  the  glades. 
There  rose  up  and  lingered  in  my  mind  a  verse 
from  a  strange,  sweet,  melancholy  song  of  Uh- 
land's : 

"Ich  reit'  am  flnsteru  Garten  hin, 
Die  diirren  Biiume  sauseu  driu, 
Die  welken  Blatter  fallen, 
Hier  pflegt'  ich  in  der  Roseuzeit, 
Waun  alles  sich  der  Liebe  weiht, 
Mit  meinem  Lieb  zu  walleu." 

No  one  was  near  the  pond  when  I  reached  it, 
with  the  mournful  cadence  of  this  ballad  in  my 
ears  and  in  my  soul.  As  I  stood  by  the  mar- 
gin of  the  pool  there  was  literally  no  human 
being  in  sight.  Not  a  nursery-maid,  not  a 
child  even,  could  be  seen.  Down  this  glade 
or  that,  wherever  I  looked,  was  no  form  mov- 
ing. One  might  have  been  far  away  in  the 
country,  in  the  heart  of  some  lonely  old  park 
of  Queen  Anne's  time,  when  the  last  owner  was 
dead,  and  the  young  heir  was  abroad,  and  the 
mansion-house  was  deserted. 

I  stood  for  a  while  pursuing  this  sort  of 
thought,  and  vaguely  trifling  with  my  own 


emotions,  as  if  I  were  half  occupied  in  turning 
over  the  leaves  of  a  book,  endeavoring  to  while 
away  time  and  to  keep  down  anxiety.  It 
seemed  to  me  at  last  as  if  1  stood  in  utter  isola- 
tion, quite  alone.  A  sort  of  sea  seemed  to 
have  risen  up  and  swallowed  all  my  old  friends 
and  old  associations,  and  left  me  planted  there. 
In  this  moment  all  the  past  seemed  to  wear  an 
aspect  of  unreality  to  me.  Did  I  read  it  all,  or 
find  it  in  the  music  of  some  of  the  operas  in 
which  I  sang,  or  dream  it  out  as  a  poem  or  a 
story  to  be  written  by  me  some  time  ?  Did  a 
real  living  Lilla  Lyndon  ever  tell  me  of  a  real 
living  love — or  is  she  but  the  phantom  of  a  wo- 
man who  Avould  have  loved  me  had  she  been  a 
creature  of  life  ? 

In  one  moment,  in  one  flash,  my  melancholy 
meditations  were  gone — my  question  was  an- 
swered. Life  came  into  the  silent  glade  at  my 
left.  I  saw  a  woman's  figure  at  the  far  end  of 
the  glade,  and  though  no  eye  could  distinguish 
features  at  such  a  distance,  I  knew  who  came 
with  light  and  rapid  step  toward  me.  I  knew 
the  figure,  the  walk  of  Lilla  Lyndon.  I  did 
not  rush  to  meet  her — no,  not  yet.  I  stood 
and  abaiidoned  myself  to  the  unspeakable  de- 
light of  seeing  her  come  to  me.  I  think  I  broke 
into  a  deep  sigh  of  profound  relief  and  jjassion- 
ate  joy.  She  came  nearer  and  nearer.  Thank 
Heaven  for  the  rare  chance  that  has  made  these 
gardens  so  solitary  to-day !  She  came  so  near 
that  now  I  could  see  every  feature  of  her  face, 
so  near  that  now  she  saw  me ;  and  then  I 
sprang  to  meet  her.  A  light  blush,  or  flush, 
came  over  her  face,  tinting  it  all  Avith  a  deli- 
cate momentary  rose-color,  which  deepened  al- 
most to  the  hue  of  the  damask-rose,  to  the  hue 
of  her  own  lips  as  I  kissed  them.  I  can  not 
describe  her  as  I  saw  her,  and  I  have  no  faith 
in  word-descriptions.  The  light  of  her  face  was 
to  me  as  the  light  of  a  star.  Other  description 
I  have  none  to  give. 

"I  knew  you  would  come!"  she  said. 

"My  love!  Lilla!"  -were  the  only  words  I 
could  find  in  answer. 

Then  we  walked,  silent,  to  the  edge  of  the 
pond,  and  sat  on  one  of  the  seats  there  ;  and  I 
took  her  hand  in  mine. 

"I  have  sad  news,"  said  Lilla,  looking  up  to 
me  with  eyes  that  now  floated  in  tears. 

I  started.  In  the  selfishness  of  my  love  I 
only  thought  of  some  sad  news  that  threatened 
it. 

"Poor  papa  is  very,  very  ill.  He  has  had 
some  cruel  attacks  of  gout  lately ;  and — and 
he's  very  bad  now  indeed.  I  have  only  stolen 
out  a  moment  to  see  you,  because  I  knew  you 
would  be  here.  I  must  not  stay  with  you  ;  but 
he  knows  I  came  to  see  you ;  and  he  only  said 
he  hoped  I  would  not  leave  him  for  long  just 
now.  Oh,  he  spoke  so  kipdly  !  Under  all  his 
manner  he  has  a  noble  heart.  I  told  you  that 
some  day  he  would  appreciate  you,  and  you 
him ;  and  I  only  hope  and  pray  it  is  not  too 
late." 

I  loved  her  but  the  more  for  her  tender,  gen- 


A  MISTAKE. 


erous  illusion.  To  me  it  seemed,  even  in  that 
hour,  an  illusion.  I  had  outlived  faith  in  the 
miraculous  redemption  of  selfishness.  I  could 
not  believe  in  Mr.  Lyndon's  noble  heart ;  but  I 
believed  all  the  more  in  my  enemy's  daugh- 
ter. 

"You  must  return,  my  love,"  I  said.  "I 
will  not  keep  you  now — though  I  hope  your  af- 
fection magnifies  the  seriousness  of  the  danger. 
But  I  will  not  keep  you  here — enough  that  I 
have  seen  you  to-day." 

"I  came  because  I  knew  you  would  be  here. 
I  came  to  tell  you — "    She  hesitated. 

"You  came  to  tell  me  that  you  have  not 
changed — that  I  may  love  you — that  you  will 
be  my  Avife  ?" 

"I  came  to  tell  you  all  that,"  she  said,  with 
a  bright  gleam  of  light  shining  for  a  moment  in 
her  eyes  and  on  her  face,  "if  you  came  to  ask 
me." 

Some  months  after  this  I  received  one  day 
a  letter  from  Switzerland.  It  was  dated  from 
Lugano,  and  this  was  what  it  contained : 

"My  dear  Ejvianuel, — Ihavejust  seen  Ned 
Lambert  and  his  wife,  and  they  have  brought 
me  news,  not  unexpected,  from  England — the 
news  of  your  approaching  marriage.  I  hear 
of  it  with  gladness,  and  with  tears  that  are  glad 
too,  but  still  tears.  Oh,  how  I  wish  you  happi- 
ness, and  to  her  who  loves  you  and  v.  liom  you 
love!  •!  shall  tell  her  some  day  that  it  was  I 
who  first  discovered  her  secret,  before  you  did, 
and  told  you  of  it.  I  have  sent  her  a  little  gift, 
a  necklace,  which  she  will  wear  for  my  sake, 
and  a  gift  from  my  husband. 

"I  was  shocked  and  startled  indeed  to  read 
of  Mr.  Lyndon's  death.  He  had  many  quali- 
ties that  were  good ;  and  I,  for  one,  think  of 
him  now  only  with  kindness,  and  pray  for  him. 

"My  husband  sends  his  greetings  and  con- 
gratulations. He  hopes  for  great  things  in  the 
spring,  and  bids  me  tell  you  the  opening  of  1859 
will  be  an  era.  lie  is,  you  see,  as  full  of  hope 
and  faith  as  ever. 

"And  now,  dear  old  friend,  friend  from 
youth,  almost  from  childhood,  adieu  !  I  shall 
hold  you  and  your  wife  always  in  my  heart  and 
in  my  love,  and  I  am  to  both  the  true  soul-sis- 
ter, Christina." 

THE  END. 
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"  O  HE  has  the  lightest  foot,  the  lightest  heart, 

O  and  the  lightest  head  in  the  county." 

"You  mean  that  her  conscience  is  clear  and 
her  constitution  sound  ?  I  like  your  descrip- 
tion of  her  well." 

"I  mean — exactly  what  I  said." 

"  My  charge  will  be  more  than  interesting, 
Mrs.  Glynn." 

"  And  you  more  than  indiscreet  in  undertak- 
ing it  so  entirely.  However,  I  have  learned 
that  what  I  am  powerless  to  prevent  it  is  better 
to  acquiesce  quietly  in.    I  have  made  my  pro- 
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test;  you  have  not  accepted  it.  I  promise 
never  to  say  another  word  on  the  subject." 

The  lady  who  had  been  addressed  as  Mrs. 
Glynn  rose  to  leave  the  room ;  but  at  the  door 
she  paused  and  looked  back  to  say, 

"  You  shall  see  her  alone— quite  alone  ;  and 
I  need  scarcely  add  that  she  shall  not  be  influ- 
enced by  my  opinion.  Do  I  not  accept  my  pow- 
erless position  gracefully  ?" 

"As  you  would  any  that  could  possibly  be 
yours  to  fill." 

"  Too  polite  to  be  perfectly  truthful— too  po- 
lite by  many,  many  degrees,"  Mrs.  Glynn  said 
to  herself  as  she  closed  the  door  and  walked 
slowly  up  stairs  on  her  way  to  look  for  her 
niece,  and  detail  some  important  news  to  the 
latter. 

While  she  is  doing  that,  the  man  she  had 
left,  and  his  mission,  shall  be  put  before  the 
reader. 

It  is  a  favorable  moment  for  taking  his  por- 
trait. He  is  looking  more  in  earnest  than  he 
has  looked  for  many  a  long  day,  as  he  sits  in 
Mrs.  Glynn's  little  morning-room,  awaiting  the 
advent  of  the  girl  who  was  left  to  his  guardian- 
ship ten  years  ago.  Hitherto  he  has  been  lax 
enough  in  his  charge,  contenting  himself  with 
quarterly  letters  of  inquiry  as  to  her  health, 
and  with  sending  her  gorgeous,  useless  presents 
from  all  corners  of  the  globe.  But  now  the 
conviction  that  every  thing  else  bores  him 
strengthens  his  sense  of  duty  toward  his  ward, 
and  he  has  come  down  to  see  and  claim  her,  as 
a  preliminary  step  toward  altering  her  life  and 
his  own. 

So  much,  briefly,  for  his  mission.  The  how 
and  why  such  a  one  came  to  be  in  his  course 
of  duty  Avill  be  explained  as  the  narrative  rolls 
on.  Now  a  few  words  as  to  the  man  him- 
self. 

Young  still — yet  old  enough  ten  years  be- 
fore this  story  opens  to  have  been  intrusted 
with  the  guardianship  of  a  little  girl  by  her  fa- 
ther, an  old  brother  officer  dying  in  India — 
yearned  over  then  by  this  young  fellow,  his 
friend — almost  forgotten  now  in  tlie  anticipated 
advent  of  the  girl  he  had  left  behind  him. 

Young  still,  and  handsome  —  not  with  the 
godlike  beauty  that  once  adorned  the  pages 
of  romance,  and  that  rendered  all  things  out  of 
the  regions  of  those  pages  tame  and  unprofit- 
able, but  handsome  after  the  fashion  of  this 
age ;  alive  and  alert  with  intelligence  and  ac- 
tivity ;  well-grown  and  erect,  but  neitlier  lanky 
nor  stiffly  upright;  free  in  gait,  freer  in  gaze, 
freest  of  all  in  opinion  and  the  out])Ouring  of 
the  same. 

Graceful,  gallant,  and  gay— so  he  had  been, 
and  so  he  had  been  reputed  to  be,  for  the  last  ten 
years.  Well-favored  by  nature,  well  though: 
of  by  men,  well-liked  by  women,  and  well-placed 
in  iha  world,  he  comes  before  you  in  the  full 
flush  of  all  these  adventitious  aids  to  favorable 
consideration  awarded  him.  And  if  his  chest- 
nut hair  turns  to  gray,  or  his  eye's  blue  bright- 
ness gets  dimmed  before  we  have  done  with 
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him,  enough  will  remain  to  impress  Frank  Gam- 
bier  as  a  true  hero  upon  the  minds  of  us  all. 

So  much  for  him.  Now  for  the  girl  over 
whose  actions  and  destinies,  thoughts  and  feel- 
ings, he  was  to  exercise  a  considerable  influ- 
ence. 

Mrs.  Glynn  went  thoughtfully  to  her  niece's 
little  sitting-room  to  make  the  announcement 
to  the  girl  of  her  guardian's  unexpected  ad- 
vent. The  nominal  mistress  of  the  house 
knocked  gently  at  the  door  that  was  closed 
upon  the  privacy  of  the  one  who  was  mis- 
tress of  all  things  in  reality  at  Langham  Cot- 
tage ;  then  admission  was  granted,  and  Mrs. 
Glynn  went  in — went  in  to  a  pretty;  lightly, 
airily  furnished  room  that  was  quite  in  keep- 
ing with  the  bright  summer  weather  in  which 
this  story  opens,  and  with  the  beauty  of  the 
girl  Avho  is  to  be  its  heroine.  She  looked  up 
rather  crossly  at  being  disturbed ;  but  when 
she  saw  by  whom  she  was  disturbed  the  cross 
expression  vanished,  and  a  smile  came  leaping 
up  into  her  face. 

"Dear  aunt,"  she  said,  "  what  brings  you  to 
my  lair  at  this  time  of  day  ?" 

"  A  matter  of  importance,  Flo.  Your  guard- 
ian has  come  to  see  you — perhaps  to  take  you 
away." 

"What!  the  mythical  Mr.  Gambier!"  Flor- 
ence Bray  cried,  starting  to  her  feet  in  an  in- 
stant, "  This,  as  Longfellow  says,  is  better  than 
all  the  poems  that  ever  were  said  or  sung.  What 
is  he  like  ?    How  do  I  look  ? — fit  to  go  down  ?" 

"  He  is  a  striking-looking  man — younger  than 
I  expected  to  see  him." 

"Better  and  better  still.  The  interest  deep- 
ens.   I'll  put  on  my  new  muslin." 

"  My  dear  Florence,  nothing  can  be  nicer 
than  that  pretty  print  3-ou  have  on." 

"Yes;  the  muslin  is  nicer,"  Florence  said, 
running  away  through  another  open  door  into 
her  bedroom,  where  she  paused  for  a  minute  to 
look  at  herself  in  the  glass. 

A  glass  could  rarely  have  reflected  a  more 
exquisite  figure  or  face.  She  was  blonde,  tall, 
and  slight,  with  a  tiny,  handsomely  poised  lit- 
tle head,  round  which  the  golden  hair  was 
wrapped  in  a  classical  manner  that  was  still 
fashionable.  She  had  violet  eyes ;  she  had  a 
proud,  pale,  fair  face,  in  the  which  every  feature 
was  delicate,  if  not  perfect.  She  had  a  splen- 
didly rounded  bust,  full  and  firm,  and  a  slight 
waist  that  did  not  look  attenuated.  She  walked 
beautifully,  putting  each  lovely  little  arched  foot 
down  with  a  degree  of  elastic  firmness  that  few 
women  can  accomplish.  She  had  slender,  deli- 
cately shaped  hands,  on  which  no  ring  sparkled' 
as  yet,  though  she  would  much  have  liked  to 
laden  her  pretty  fingers  with  them.  For  Flor- 
ence Bray  was  poor,  and  Mrs.  Glynn  had  no  jew- 
elry to  give  her. 

She  was  soon  inducted  into  the  new  muslin, 
and  then  she  went  down,  in  her  own  pretty, 
half-stately,  half-childish  way,  to  meet  the  one 
who  was  supposed  to  have  the  authority  of  a 
father  over  her.    There  was  nothing  very  pa- 


ternal either  in  the  words  or  the  manner  of  his 
greeting,  when  he  did  come. 

"Miss  Bray,  you  have  grown  out  of  all 
knowledge!"  he  exclaimed,  as  she  came  up 
and  swept  him  one  of  her  grandest  bows. 

"And  I  never  had  any  knowledge  of  you  for 
you  to  have  grown  out  of,"  she  said,  smiling; 
"  so  we  meet  as  strangers,  which  is  better 
than  meeting  as  half-and-half  acquaintances, 
I  think." 

"I  think  so  too,"  he  said,  laughing.  "Has 
Mrs.  Glynn  told  you  that  at  last  I  am  come  to 
take  you  in  charge,  as  I  promised  your  father 
faithfully  I  would  do  when  you  were  grown 
up  ?" 

"Do  you  mean  that  I  am  to  live  with  you — 
to  leave  here  ?"  she  asked. 

"Even  so.    Do  you  dislike  the  prospect?" 

"  I  scarcely  know  what  it  is  yet.  Where  am 
I  to  live?  When  am  I  to  go?  Who  am  I  to 
live  with  ?" 

"You  are  to  live  with  me  at  my  house  on 
the  terrace  at  Richmond.  You  will  leave  your 
kind  aunt  at  her  and  your  earliest  conven- 
ience." 

"  But  a  young  girl  like  Florence  can  not  live 
with  you  without  a  chaperon,  ]Mr.  Gambier," 
Mrs.  Glynn  said,  blushing  freshly. 

"A  widowed  sister  of  mine  keeps  house  for 
me,"  he  replied.  "Florence  will  be  in  all 
respects  well  cared  for  and  protected  from  re- 
mark— believe  that."  • 

So  it  soon  came  to  be  settled,  after  a  good 
deal  of  demur  on  one  side  and  explanation  on 
the  other,  that  Florence  Bray  should  start  in  a 
week  for  her  new  home  with  her  guardian. 
And  even  during  that  week  she  began  to  weave 
the  web  of  a  romance. 

"  He  is  very  attractive,"  she  would  say,  sud- 
denly ;  "very,  very  attractive,  old  as  he  must 
be."  A  man  of  thirty  is  old  in  the  estimation 
of  many  girls  of  seventeen,  especially  when  he 
stands  to  her  in  the  legal  relation  in  which 
Frank  Gambier  stood  to  Florence  Bray. 

She  reached  the  new  home  on  the  terrace  at 
Richmond  at  the  close  of  a  fair  summer  day,  a 
day  that  liad  been  alternately  excitingly  sad 
and  exquisitely  pleasant.  The  parting  with 
her  aunt  had  been  very  trying  to  both  of 
them.  But  still  there  was  the  promise  of  a 
speedy  reunion,  when  Mrs.  Glynn  should  come 
up  to  visit  Flo  in  her  new  home.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  journey  had  been  agreeable,  for 
Mr.  Gambier  caused  his  ward  to  travel  as  she 
had  never  traveled  before.  He  secured  a  first- 
class  carriage  for  himself  and  her.  He  gave 
her  a  new  traveling-bag,  daintily  fitted  up  with 
all  manner  of  refreshing  essences  and  perfumes. 
He  had  stocked  a  luncheon-basket  with  delicate 
viands  and  delicious  bottles  of  Rhine  wine  ;  so 
that  she  was  not  condemned  to  the  coarse,  un- 
appetizing railway-station  fare. 

In  truth,  the  day  had  been  excitingly  sad 
and  exquisitely  pleasant  in  brief  alternate  par- 
oxysms. Aunt  Ellen,  as  Florence  always  call- 
ed Mrs.  Glynn,  had,  by  her  doleful  manner  of 


A  MISTAKE. 


93 


taking  leave  of  the  girl,  made  the  early  hours 
oppressive.  But  the  traveling-bag  and  the 
luncheon-basket  were  full  of  refreshments  ;  and 
more  refreshing  than  either  to  the  young,  ar- 
dent girl,  who  had  been  so  quietly  and  demure- 
ly brought  up,  was  the  conversation  and  com- 
panionship of  Frank  Gambler. 

Their  reception  at  the  house  on  Richmond 
terrace  Avas  eminently  satisfactory  and  pleas- 
ant. The  widowed  sister,  Mrs.  Burser,  was  an 
elderly  woman,  twenty-five  or  thirty  years  older 
than  her  brother  Frank.  But  in  spite  of  what 
appeared  her  vast  antiquity  in  Florence's  eyes, 
Mrs.  Burser  developed  a  marvelously  young 
sympathy  for  Florence.  By  which  statement 
I  do  not  for  one  instant  mean  to  imply  that 
Mrs.  Burser  affected  juvenility  in  any  way ; 
but  she  developed  a  heart,  or  rather  soul 
sympathy  for  a  young  girl's  tastes  and  lik- 
ings. She  had  made  the  good  old,  Avell-built, 
rather  dark  house  bright  and  fair  with  flowers. 
They  bloomed  in  big  pots  on  the  door-step,  in 
big  vases  in  the  dining  and  drawing  rooms,  in 
big  bouquets  (rather  too  tightly  packed  togeth- 
er these  last)  in  Florence's  bedroom.  "Com- 
ing from  the  country  as  you  do,  my  dear,  I 
thought  that  flowers  would  speak  to  you  at 
once  as  old  friends,"  she  said,  kindly,  to  the 
strange  young  girl  who  was  thus  suddenly 
brought  into  her  quiet  life  by  her  erratic 
brother,  Mr.  Gambier.  And  Florence  accept- 
ed the  floral  sympathy  and  the  good  intention 
with  cordial  graciousness,  and  somehow  or  oth- 
er felt  disappointed  that  the  flowers  had  not 
been  Mr.  Gambler's  thought  instead  of  his 
sister's. 

In  a  very  little  time  Florence  was  quite  one 
of  them.  Indeed,  from  the  first  Mr.  Gambier 
treated  her  rather  a^  a  young  sister  than  a  guest 
or  stranger.  He  catered  well  for  her  amuse- 
ment, giving  her  a  horse  to  ride  and  a  pony- 
carriage  to  drive.  He  took  her  to  operas  iind 
theatres  and  concerts — his  sister  always  accom- 
panying them  as  chaperon.  But  he  did  not  de- 
vote much  time  to  her  exclusively  in  the  day, 
and  Florence  soon  learned  to  pout  about  this 
unalterable  fact. 

"You  have  no  hateful  oflicial  duties  and  no 
abominable  business  cares  to  take  you  to  town 
every  morning,"  she  would  plead,  prettily,  when 
his  handsome  cob  was  led  round  every  morning 
at  half  past  eleven.  "  Why  should  you  go  up 
with  such  mercantile  regularity  ?" 

"I  am  going  to  do  my  duty  toward  my  fellow- 
creatures  in  the  How,  my  dear  child,"  he  would 
say,  laughingly. 

"  Why  don't  you  let  me  go  up  on  the  Morn- 
ing Star,  and  do  my  duty  to  my  fellow-creatures 
by  showing  myself  with  you  ?" 

"  Because  I  think  country  air  better  for  you 
when  you  ride ;  because  you  are  too  beautiful 
to  be  seen  there  with  a  groom  alone,"  he  said, 
gravely. 

"  I  asked  why  I  couldn't  '  go  with  you,'  "  she 
said,  lifting  her  fair  head  with  a  little  haughty 
air  of  interrogation. 


"Because  you  are  too  beautiful  to  ride  there 
with  any  man  save  your  husband,  and  that—" 

He  paused  abruptly,  and  a  scarlet  flush  came 
over  his  handsome  face. 

'''And  that'  — whatr  she  asked.  "And 
'  that'  1  haven't  got,  I  suppose  you  mean. 
Well,  I  would  rather  ride  there  with  you 
than  with  any  husband  that  could  be  found 
for  me  in  the  world." 

"Florence,  don't  tempt  me,"  he  whispered; 
"  my  own  darling,  it  would  not  be  well  for  you, 
and  I  will  do  nothing  that  is  not  well  for  you. 
When  I  am  your  escort  my  sister  must  be  with 
us,  or  Mrs.  Grundy  will  be  outraged." 

"My  own  darling!"  How  often  Florence 
repeated  those  words,  feeding  on  them,  grow- 
ing glad  in  her  heart  about  them,  hoping  that 
they  meant  that  she  was  his  "own  darling"  in- 
deed !  She  had  been  an  inmate  of  his  house, 
the  object  of  his  care  and  attention,  for  six 
weeks  now,  and  during  those  six  weeks  she 
had  come  to  feel  that  he  was  dearer  to  her 
than  any  thing  on  earth.  To  herself  she  call- 
ed those  seventeen  years  of  existence  which 
she  had  passed  before  he  came  to  claim  her 
a  dreamless  sleep,  such  as  the  lady  slept  in  the 
enchanted  palace  ;  and  Frank  Gambier  was  the 
"  happy  prince  with  joyful  eyes"  who  had  come 
to  wake  her  from  it.  "Would  he  had  done  it 
with  a  kiss !"  she  cried,  in  her  passion  for  him ; 
and  then  a  throb  of  gratitude  quickened  her 
pulses  for  that  he  had  not  married  before  he 
came  home  and  found  her  "beautiful  exceed- 
ingly." 

As  for  Mr.  Gambier,  he  felt  that  it  would  have 
been  well,  both  for  him  and  for  her,  if  he  had 
been  chained  from  all  thoughts  of  love  for  her 
by  the  clogging  memories  of  a  hundred  wives. 

One  special  day  he  had  been  peculiarly  op- 
pressed with  this  feeling.  There  was  to  be  a 
large  party  at  the  liouse  of  a  Mrs.  Thornton,  a 
great  friend  of  his,  whom  Florence  had  not  seen 
yet,  and  who  lived  in  Belgrave  Square.  Mrs. 
Thornton's  name  had  been  mentioned  frequent- 
ly since  the  receipt  of  the  invitation  ;  but  Flor- 
ence, partly  from  indifference  on  her  own  part, 
and  partly  from  reticence  on  the  part  of  those 
she  questioned,  had  failed  to  gather  other  partic- 
ulars about  her  than  these — namely,  that  she  was 
a  AvidoAv,  and  that  she  lived  in  Belgrave  Square. 

It  was  to  be  a  very  grand  party — not  a  ball, 
but  a  dance  on  a  colossal  scale,  and  several  no- 
tabilities of  the  season  were  to  grace  it  with 
their  presence.  Her  guardian  had  given  Flor- 
ence carte  blanche  to  get  what  dress  she  ])lcased  ; 
and  Florence  Avas  alone  Avith  him  in  tlie  even- 
ing before  starting,  shoAving  him  the  result  and 
the  effect  of  his  generosity.  It  Avas  a  lovely 
cloudy  dress  of  Avhite  tulle  over  crystalline  Avliitc 
silk,  that  in  which  Miss  Bray  was  to  make  her 
debut.  And  round  her  throat  she  wore  a  single 
string  of  fine  pearls  Avith  a  diamond  clasj)  that 
had  been  her  mother's,  and  on  lier  head  and  in 
her  bosom  she  had  a  pretty  little  arrangement 
of  starry  myrtle  blossoms  gleaming  out  from 
amidst  their  shining  green  leaves. 
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Well,  altogether  Miss  Bray's  appearance  may 
confidently  be  stated  to  have  been  a  success  on 
this  night.  Perhaps  she  felt  it  to  be  so  her- 
self. Perhaps  he  felt  it  to  be  so.  At  any  rate, 
both  of  them  were  steeped  in  silence  as  he  stood 
surveying  her. 

"  What  are  you  thinking  of?"  she  asked,  im- 
patiently. She  could  not  bear  that  he  should 
not  admire,  should  not  love  her.  She  could 
not  patiently  wait  for  the  good  time  coming  in 
which  he  would  surely  openly  tell  her  that  he 
did  these  things.  The  chief  fear  she  had  in 
her  mind  now  was  that  Mrs.  Burser  would  come 
in,  and  so  delay  the  telling. 

"  I  am  thinking  of  you,  Flo,"  he  said. 

"Nice  things?  pretty  things  that' I  should 
like  you  to  think  ?"  she  asked,  coaxingly. 

"I  am  thinking  that  to-night  you  will  surely 
be  some  man's  fate ;  some  man  will  see  you, 
and,  seeing  yon,  will  find  every  other  woman 
dim  in  comparison  with  you." 

"That's  just  what  I  want  you  to  think,"  she 
said,  with  that  seductive  mixture  of  shyness  and 
candor  that  had  made  her  so  irresistible  to  him  ; 
and  as  she  spoke  she  held  out  her  bouquet  to- 
v/ard  him,  requesting  him  to  remark  its  perfect 
arrangement. 

"As  you  are  neither  a  bride  nor  betrothed, 
why  so  much  myrtle  ?"  he  asked. 

"Because  it's  the  loveliest  flower  that  grows  ; 
and  why  shouldn't  I  wear  it  ?" 

"It's  the  German  bridal  flower.  As  I  said 
just  now,  you,  being  neither  a  bride  nor  be- 
trothed, have  not  established  a  claim  to  wear  it 

yet." 

"But  as  I  am  not  a,  German,  and  as  I  like 
it,  and  as,  for  all  any  one  knows  to  the  contra- 
r}',  I  may  be  a  betrothed,  I  shall  wear  my  myr- 
tle to-night,  Mr.  Gambler,"  she  said,  laughing, 
with  a  pretty  consciousness  that  made  his  heart 
beat  faster. 

"Florence,  you  don't  mean  that  you  have 
kept  any  love  affair — any  entanglement — from 
me,  do  you  ?"  he  asked,  in  a  low  voice. 

"I  have  kept  nothing  from  you,"  she  said, 
blushing  brightly.  "I  should  be  a  wretch  to 
keep  any  thing  from  you.  Any  love  affair,  in- 
deed !  Why,  until  I  saw  you  I  never  saw  a 
man  that  I  could — " 

She  stopped,  embarrassed,  as  Mrs.  Burser  en- 
tered the  room.  And,  considering  what  was  to 
come,  Mr.  Gambler  could  but  thank  the  kind 
Providence  that  had  arrested  any  further  reve- 
lation of  her  feelings. 

She  did  love  him  I  Over  and  over  again, 
during  the  course  of  that  drive  up  to  the  grand 
gathering  in  Belgrave  Square,  Florence  told 
herself  that  she  did  love  her  guardian,  and 
that  her  guardian  did  love  her.  She  had  never 
been  sure  of  this  latter  fact  until  to-night,  though 
she  had  frequently  suspected  it.  But  now  sus- 
picion Avas  set  at  rest,  and  she  was  sure.  Why 
otherwise  should  he  have  been  so  affected  when 
she  made  that  idle  speech  relative  to  no  one 
knowing  whether  or  not  she  was  a  betrothed? 
"He  must  love  me,"  she  said  to  herself,  in  a 


happy  burst  of  confidence  ;  "  and  he  will  soon 
tell  me  so.  Perhaps  he  will  even  tell  me  to- 
night." 

Even  while  she  was  thinking  this,  Mr.  Gam- 
bier  was  striving  to  arrange  a  form  of  words  in 
which  to  make  to  her  a  widely  different  dis- 
closure. 

They  were  among  the  rather  late  arrivals, 
and  dancing  was  in  full  possession  when  they 
went  in.  Their  hostess  was  in  a  comparatively 
accessible  spot,  and  as  they  paused  to  speak  to 
her  Florence  was  struck  with  her  great  air  of 
familiarity  with  Mr.  Gambier. 

"My  dear  Frank,"  the  lady  of  the  house  said, 
"  you  will  have  some  difficulty  in  making  your 
peace,  I'm  afraid,  for  being  so  late." 

"I  hope  not,"  he  said,  hurriedly.  Then  he 
added,  "Let  me  make  known  my  old  friend's 
daughter,  my  ward,  Miss  Bray,  to  you." 

"So!"  Mrs.  Thornton  said,  with  an  air  of 
surprise.  "This  is  the  young  girl  you  have 
spoken  about.  I  fancied  her  a  child,  froni  what 
you  said."  Then  she  held  out  her  hand  to  Flor- 
ence, and  Florence  barely  touched  the  extended 
fingers,  but  lifted  her  beautiful  young  head  up 
proudly  and  glanced  unmistakable  dislike  and 
defiance  at  the  cool,  handsome  matron. 

"I  must  find  you  a  partner — not  that  I  shall 
have  much  difficulty,"  that  lad}^  said,  smiling 
unconcernedly  ;  and  as  she  spoke  she  tapped 
a  young  man  who  stood  near  her  on  the  arm 
with  her  fan ;  and  presently  Florence  was  being 
whirled  round  the  room  in  a  rapid  waltz, 

"And  now  you  really  had  better  find  out 
Blanche,  and  make  your  peace  with  her,"  Mrs. 
Thornton  said  to  Frank  Gambier;  and  he  turned 
slowly  away,  in  obedience  to  her  behest,  witli. 
a  heavy  step  and  a  heavier  heart. 

"  Supposing  she  should  hear  from  some  of 
them  to-night  before  I  have  time  to  tell  her," 
he  thought,  miserably.  And  then  he  cursed 
that  habit  of  procrastination  which  had  made 
him  delay  the  announcement  of  his  engagement 
to  Mi:^s  Blanche  Thornton. 

There  was  not  much  time  given  him  for  re- 
flection. Presently  he  came  upon  the  object 
of  his  quest.  She  was  standing  in  the  midst 
of  a  small  and  evidently  admiring  group.  And 
she  was  very  beautiful,  and  she  did  not  look 
either  aggrieved  or  angry.  There  was  balm  in 
Gilead  for  him  still,  he  felt ;  he  could  ill  have 
borne  just  now  to  be  rebuked  or  made  to  feel 
guilty. 

"  Richmond  is  such  a  dreadful  distance  that 
of  course  you  are  late,"  she  said,  smiling,  when 
he  commenced  making  apologies.  "  Is  your 
sister  here,  and  your  ward  ?  I  hope  you  have 
brought  her." 

"Yes,  she  is  here,"  he  said,  with  some  con- 
straint. 

"An  acquaintance  of  her  aunt's,  Mrs.  Glynn, 
happens  to  be  here  to-night ;  and  he  has  been 
giving  me  a  glowing  account  of  her.  Frank, 
you  never  told  me  what  a  beauty  you  kept 
caged  up  in  your  old  house  on  the  terrace. 
How  do  you  like  my  dress  ?" 
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She  was  a  grand-looking,  hazel-eyed,  bro^m- 
haircd  ^yoman  of  five  or  six-and-twenty.  Her 
rich,  sheeny,  white  satin  robe  became  her  well, 
and  he  told  her  so. 

"And  how  do  you  like  my  flowers?"  she 
asked. 

"Myrtle  is  always  lovely, " he  said,  evasively. 

"  I  wear  it  in  right  of  my  position,"  she  said, 
laughing.  "As  I  am  to  be  married  so  soon  I 
may  Avear  the  bride's  flower.  A  turn  ?  Oh 
yes,  if  you  like;"  and  she  put  her  hand  on  his 
shoulder  as  he  slipped  his  arm  round  her  waist, 
and  together  they  glided  into  the  thickest  circle 
of  the  dancers. 

They  were  in  full  swing  in  the  midst  of  the 
crowd  (both  were  faultless  steppers,  and  he  was 
an  unerring  guide)  when  Florence  caught  sight 
of  them. 

"  Who  is  that  handsome  woman  dancing  with 
Mr.  Gambier  ?"  she  asked. 

"The  lady  who  will  soon  be  Mrs.  Gambier," 
her  partner  answered,  glancing  at  the  pair  she 
mentioned. 

Florence  stopped  suddenly  in  her  career  as 
though  she  liad  been  stung. 

"  Do  you  mean  that  they  are  to  marry  ?" 
she  asked,  with  a  pitiful  pallor  creeping  over 
her  sweet  young  face. 

"I  believe  that  they  mean  it.  Shall  we  go 
on?"  her  partner  said.  And  then  they  swung 
round  lightly  just  in  the  wake  of  Miss  Thorn- 
ton and  her  lover,  and  Flo's  heart  was  nearly 
bursting. 

She  took  in  every  line,  every  shade,  every 
attribute  and  detail  of  her  rival's  beauty — even 
down  to  those  suggestive  adjuncts  of  it,  the 
myrtle  blossoms.  And  Avhen  she  had  done 
this,  she  got  herself  away  to  a  pink  cambric 
and  white  muslin  bower,  that  was  used  as  a 
dressing-room  this  night,  and  denuded  herself 
of  wreath  and  bouquet.  "He  said  I  had  no 
right  to  wear  the  myrtle,"  she  thought,  almost 
choking  with  her  wounded  love  and  pride  as 
she  thought  it ;  "  and  he  seemed  to  be  so  sorry 
when  he  fancied  I  meant  that  I  was  betrothed 
to  somebody  else."  Then  she  substituted  some 
crimson  roses  which  she  found  in  a  glass  on  the 
dressing-room  table ;  and  Avith  these  in  her  hair 
and  bosom  she  went  back  to  the  ball-room. 

Soon  he  came  to  her,  though  he  dreaded 
coming  to  her  noAV ;  and  by  the  time  he  came 
there  Avere  crimson  roses  blooming  in  her 
cheeks  too ;  for  the  girl  Avas  almost  mad  Avith 
the  intense  feeling  she  had  about  her  love  and 
her  disappointment. 

"HoAv  quickly  you  have  changed  your  col- 
ors!" he  said,  in  some  surprise,  as  he  came  up 
and  sat  down  close  to  her. 

"It  is  so  easy  to  change,"  she  said,  reckless- 
ly!    "I  have  found  that  out  this  evening." 

"What  do  you  mean?"  he  asked,  uneasily. 

"Oh,  I  mean  that  one  can  change  one's 
character  and  costume,  one's  feelings  and 
floAvers,  all  in  a  minute  if  one  only  tries,"  she 
replied,  trying  to  lift  her  eyes  to  his  face,  and 
failing  in  the  attempt. 


95 

"Have  you  changed  your  feelings  as  Avell  as 
your  floAvers,  Florence  ?"  he  asked,  gravely. 

' '  I  think  I  have— I  hope  I  have."  Her  eyes 
Avere  raised  to  his  for  an  instant  noAv,  Avith  a 
Avorld  of  passionate  reproach  in  them. 

"My  dear  child  !  Avhat  has  come  over  you ?" 
he  asked. 

"  I  don't  knoAv,"  she  said,  sIoavIv  ;  then  she 
added,  stormily,  "yes  I  do  know;  I  have 
found  out  that  you  haven't  been  trusting  me." 

"Florence,  I  have  trusted  you  Avith  every 
tiling,"  he  said — "Avith  more  than  you  know-^ 
Avith  more  than  I  dare  tell  you  of." 

"You  are  going  to  be  married,  and  you 
never  told  me ;  you  let  me  come  here  to  see 
her,  and  you  never  told  ;  you  let  me — " 

"Florence,"  he  whispered  in  an  agony  as  she 
paused  in  her  plaint,  "I  Avas  a  coward — but 
you  will  forgive  me.  But  hoAV  do  you  know 
this  ?  Avho  has  told  you  ?  I  meant  to  tell  you 
myself  to-night." 

She  shuddered  visibly.  "Then  it  is  true — 
it  is  all  true  ?"  she  asked.  "Never  mind  Avho 
told  me — is  it  true  f 

"It  is." 

"I  Ithink  I  had  better  dance  again,"  she  said, 
Avearily.  "I  think  if  I  can  dance  aAvay  thought 
I  shall  be  better." 

He  looked  at  her  Avith  a  Avorld  of  love  and 
pity  in  his  eyes,  and  as  he  looked  he  remem- 
bered her  aunt's  Avords  about  her  on  that  day 
Avhen  he  went  down  to  wrest  her  from  that  sim- 
ple country  life  in  Avhich  she  Avas  so  happy. 
Those  Avords  rang  in  his  ears  noAv.  "She  has 
the  lightest  foot,  the  lightest  head,  and  the 
lightest  heart  in  the  county."  And  as  he  re- 
membered them  his  OAvn  heart  colla])sed  Avith  a 
self-reproachful  pang. 

But  Avhat  could  he  do  noAv  ?  His  own  bride- 
elect  came  sauntering  by,  and  stopped,  demand- 
ing an  introduction  to  Miss  Bray ;  and  he  had 
to  go  through  the  form,  and  see  Florence  pat- 
ronized, half  superciliously,  and  knoAV  that  her 
heart  Avas  breaking  nearly,  and  still  he  had  to 
be  quiet,  and  dared  not  betray  his  real  feelings. 

"  Will  she  live  Avith  us  Avhen  Ave  are  married  ?" 
Miss  Thornton  asked,  late  in  the  evening. 

"I  don't  knoAv;  there  Avill  be  a  difficulty. 
She  is  a  sacred  charge.  I  dare  not  lumd  her 
over  to  any  one  else." 

"She  may  be  a  sacred  charge  to  you;  but 
she  Avill  be  a  most  aAvful  and  unmitigated  bore 
to  me  if  slie  lives  Avith  us,"  Blanclie  said,  pout- 
ingly.  "  I  shall  try  and  secure  a  good  parti  for 
her  as  soon  as  I  have  resources  of  my  OAvn  at 
command,  quite  as  much  for  my  OAvn  sake  as 
hers.  She  may  conceive  a  grand  pasKion  for 
you  if  she  is  not  given  something  to  divert  her." 

"  I  detest  jokes  of  that  kind,"  he  said,  grave- 
ly ;  and  Miss  Thornton,  as  he  spoke,  contracted 
her  lids  over  her  hazel  eyes  and  looked  at  him 
observantly. 

About  the  same  time  this  conversation  Avas 
being  carried  on  between  the  engaged  pair, 
Florence,  standing  near  to  Mrs.  Thornton, 
heard  that  lady  say  : 
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"  Yes  ;  the  marriage  is  definitely  fixed  for  the 
28th  of  August." 

"  And  will  they  live  at  Richmond  ?"  the  lady 
to  whom  she  was  talking  asked. 

"Well,  no;  I  think  not.  Blanche  would 
find  it  out  of  the  way.  But  Mr.  Gambler  is 
attached  to  the  old  house  because  it  was  his 
mother's ;  so  I  suppose  he  will  keep  it  on  as  a 
home  for  his  sister  and  his  ward." 

"  I  will  not  be  disposed  of  in  that  way  by  that 
woman  and  her  daughter,"  Florence  thought, 
indignantly.  "  He  was  all  mine  till  to-night — 
at  least  I  thought  so — and  I  can't  banish  that 
thought  all  in  an  hour.  They  shall  not  settle 
where  I  live  and  how  I  live." 

Her  wrath  had  not  cooled  down  when  she 
got  into  the  carriage  to  go  home.  She  was  agi- 
tated, excited,  flushed,  and  unhappy. 

"  How  have  you  enjoyed  your  first  ball,  my 
dear?"  Mrs.  Burser  asked,  in  unconscious  kind- 
ness ;  and  Florence  answered,  stormily : 

"I  have  hated  it." 

Even  as  she  spoke  she  felt  her  hand  taken 
and  pressed  with  a  sympathy  that  she  knew 
could  never  have  been  evoked  from  Mrs.  Bur- 
ser. She  snatched  her  hand  away  in  feudden 
wrath.  What  right  had  he  to  express  sym- 
pathy for  her  now  ?  Was  he  not  going  to  mar- 
ry Miss  Thornton — "Blanche"  (she  said  the 
pretty  name  to  herself  with  withering  scorn)? 
Ay,  then,  but  what  right  had  she  (Florence) 
ever  had  to  his  sympathy  that  she  did  not  still 
retain  ?  He  was  the  same.  The  circumstances 
under  which  she  had  come  to  him  were  the 
same,  apparently.  He  was  her  guardian  still. 
Only  to  herself  dared  she  confess  that  she  had 
felt,  that  she  did  feel  more  warmly  than  was 
well  in  only  a  ward. 

"Dear  me  I  I  thought  it  was  all  so  pretty 
that  you  would  be  sure  to  have  enjoyed  it," 
Mrs.  Burser  said,  prosaically,  cutting  into  the 
midst  of  these  meditations.  "You  danced  as 
much  as  you  wished,  didn't  you,  dear?" 

"Yes,  I  danced  as  much  as  I  wished,"  Flor- 
ence said,  laconically ;  and  then  there  was  si- 
lence between  them  all  uniil  they  reached  home. 

When  they  did  reach  home  Florence  Avas  left 
alone  with  Mr.  Gambler  for  a  minute  or  two. 
It  was  a  fixed  rule  with  Mrs.  Burser  to  go  round 
and  see  that  every  door  and  window  was  well 
fastened  up  before  she  retired  to  rest  herself  or 
permitted  other  people  to  do  so.  "Wait  a  mo- 
ment here,  dear,  till  I  see  if  all  is  right  in  the 
bedrooms,"  she  said  to  Florence  this  night,  as 
they  turned  into  the  dimly -lighted  draAving- 
room.  And  Florence  assented  wearily,  and 
sat  down  on  the  sofa,  and  waited  until  moments 
grew  into  minutes. 

For  an  instant  or  two  she  silently  labored 
under  the  conviction  that  he  was  watching  her. 
Then  she  broke  the  spell,  and  spoke  impetuously : 

"Mr.  Gambler,  will  you  let  me  go  back  to 
my  aunt  to-morrow,  please  ?" 

"Florence,  Florence!"  he  said,  pleadingly, 
"you  do  not  mean  what  you  say." 

"Yes,  I  do  mean  it,"  she  retorted,  quickly. 


"  I  mean  it  thorouglily,  honestly.  I  came  here 
to  live  with  you ;  I  don't  want  to  be  left  with 
Mrs.  Burser." 

"What  makes  you  think  you  will  be  left  with 
Mrs.  Burser?"  he  asked. 

"I  know  it.  I  heard — "  Then  she  stopped 
herself,  for  Mrs.  Burser  had  come  back  from 
her  tour  of  inspection,  and  Florence  had  no  de- 
sire to  pursue  the  conversation  before  her. 

"I  will  see  you  to-morrow  morning,"  he 
said,  as  he  rose  up  to  bid  her  good-night ;  and 
she  went  to  bed  to  think,  through  the  long  hours 
that  were  left  of  darkness,  of  that  coming  inter- 
view, and  of  what  might  come  of  it. 

Poor  Florence !  She  may  be  blamed  by  the 
rigid  for  having  given  her  love  unsought.  But 
when  a  man  makes  himself  specially  delightful 
to  a  girl,  how  in  the  world  is  she  to  know  wheth- 
er he  is  seeking  her  or  not  ?  And  while  she  is 
asking  herself  the  question  and  debating  about 
it,  she  falls  in  love  with  him  ;  and  thus,  if  mis- 
chief comes  of  it,  she  has  to  bear  the  brunt  of 
the  misery  the  mischief  brings — that  is  all. 

No  hour  had  been  named  for  their  meeting 
■  the  following  morning ;  but  about  eleven  o'clock 
they  found  themselves  alone,  and  free  to  enter 
upon  their  unpleasant  explanations  to  each  oth- 
er unfettered  by  Mrs.  Burser 's  presence. 

"  What  did  you  mean  last  night  by  saying 
that  you  would  go  back  to  your  aunt  ?"  he  ask- 
ed, gently;  and  she  answered,  quickly: 

"Exactly  what  I  said.  I  do  want  to  go 
back." 

"But  why, Florence?" 
"Because  it's  all  a  mistake  my  being  here." 
"How  is  it  a  mistake?"  he  said,  coloring. 
"How?    Do  you  want  me  to  tell  you  that 
when  you  are  married  my  home  could  not  be 
with  you  ?    I  heard  Mrs.  Thornton  arrange  it 
all  for  you  last  night,"  she  continued,  with  a 
bitter  sneer,  that  was  caused  by  the  pain  that 
Avas  gnawing  at  her  young  heart. 

"What  did  you  hear  Mrs.  Thornton  arrange 
for  me  ?"  he  asked,  in  a  low  voice. 

"Every  thing.  When  you  were  to  be  mar- 
ried— the  28th  of  August,  she  said — and  where 
I  was  to  live.  This  house  is  too  much  out  of 
the  way  for  her  daughter,  but  it  is  to  be  my 
home,  according  to  Mrs.  Thornton ;  and  ac- 
cording to  her  I  am  sure  I  am  to  be  nothing  to 
you ;  and  I  won't  be  that ;  I  can't  be  that ;  I 
had  rather  go  aAvay,  quite  aAvay  from  you." 

She  bent  her  head  down,  and  sobbed  in  the 
utter,  entire  abandonment  of  her  grief ;  and  he 
went  up  and  stood  close  to  her,  but  neither 
dared  to  touch  the  tear-stained  face  nor  the 
little  trembling  hands. 

"My  own  Florence!  my  treasured  trust! 
my  loved  charge !  you  shall  never  leave  me,  if 
you  will  stay  with  me !" 

"  If  I  will  stay  ?   What  do  you  mean  ?  Your 
wife  would  not  have  me." 

"I  have  no  wife — yet,"  he  said,  intemperate- 
ly.  "I  was  pursued  by  both  mother  and  daughter 
— flattered,  followed,  made  one  of  them  wheth- 
er I  would  or  not,  before  I  went  to  fetch  you 
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away  from  your  aunt.  It  was  all  a  mistake, 
my  darling.    You  have  my  love." 

"But  she  has  your  pledge,*' Florence  said, 
rising  up  proudly.  "No,  no,  no,"  she  contin- 
ued, as  he  took  her  hand  and  tried  to  kiss  it ; 
"don't  let  us  make  a  further  mistake  now. 
You  are  hers  ;  and  I  will  go  home,  and  try  to 
forget  that  I  have  made  such  an  egregious  one." 

"You  will  not  forgive  me?"  he  murmured. 

"Yes,  I  will,"  she  answered,  with  a  soh  in 
her  voice.  "I  have  forgiven  you  ;  but  I  couldn't 
bear  to  stay  here,  and  know  that  it  was  all  folly, 
and  that  the  time  was  soon  coming  when  you 
would  leave  me  to  be  nothing  to  you." 

She  won  by  her  appeal.  She  went  home  the 
next  day,  and  was  rapturously  received  by  her 
aunt,  who  arrived  by  her  unaided  instincts  at 
something  like  the  truth  of  the  story.  But  the 
old  home  seemed  such  a  desolate  place  to  her 
after  the  love-lighted  one  she  had  left  at  llich- 
mond ! 

About  two  months  after  her  return  Mr. 
Gambler  called  on  Mrs.  Glynn  again.  "  We 
thought  you  were  on  your  wedding  tour,"  that 
lady  said  when  she  had  greeted  him.  And 
then  he  told  her  that  Blanche  Thornton,  by  an 
opportune  display  of  temper,  had  enabled  him 
to  break  the  chain  Avhich  bound  him  to  her, 
and  away  from  Florence. 

To  the  latter  he  went  more  into  details,  but 
this  was  briefly  the  state  of  the  case  : 

He  clung  to  the  thought  of  a  residence  in 
the  old  house  at  Richmond,  where  he  had  been 
born,  and  where  his  mother  had  died.  Blanche 
could  not  live  in  any  metropolitan  locality  that 
did  not  give  her  the  right  of  having  Hyde  Park 
upon  her  cards.  They  were  each  very  firm  ; 
so  it  ended  in  their  parting,  in  the  mistake  be- 
ing rectified,  and  in  Florence  becoming  Mrs. 
Gambler.  "But  oh  !  how  would  it  have  been 
if  she  had  been  very  sensible  or  very  gentle, 
and  had  sacrificed  the  neighborhood  to  you — 
as  I  would  have  done  to  keep  you!"  Florence 
would  often  say,  when  they  were  discussing 
their  mutual  mistakes  and  the  consequences  of 
the  same. 


HORSE-TAMING  IN  HAWAII. 

THE  taming  and  training  of  wild  horses  is  as 
much  of  an  art  as  the  management  of  unru- 
ly boys.  The  Bedouin  treats  his  horse  as  a  part 
of  his  family,  and  pets  him  as  he  would  a  child. 
Thus  the  Arabian  colt,  daily  accustomed  to  the 
caresses  of  his  master,  yields,  without  fear  or 
suspicion,  to  any  task  he  may  choose  to  impose. 
He  hardly  knows  where  the  frolics  of  sport  end, 
and  where  the  serious  labors  of  service  begin. 
He  kindly  submits  to  the  halter^  the  bit,  and 
the  saddle ;  yet  his  spirit  is  never  broken,  his 
pride  and  self-respect  are  never  lost.  Such  ed- 
ucation as  this  has  made  that  proudest  of  ani- 
mals, the  Arabian  horse,  the  most  obedient  and 
serviceable  of  all  man's  brute  subjects. 

In  countries  where  the  severity  of  the  cli- 
mate makes  it  necessary  to  shelter  domestic  an- 
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imals  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  the  same 
treatment  goes  far  toward  training  both  horses 
and  cattle,  and  making  them  wonted  to  the 
ways  of  men.  But  in  warm  climates^  where 
barns  are  not  needed,  the  horses,  lacking  this 
education,  run  wild  in  the  fields  until  they  are 
of  age.  Such  is  the  case  with  most  of  the  horses 
on  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

When  the  native  wishes  to  catch  one  of 
these  animals  he  mounts  a  fleet  horse  and 
rides  forth,  lasso  in  hand.  As  he  canters  over 
the  grassy  plain  he  lets  the  lasso,  or  lariat,  trail 
along  on  the  sward  till  every  kink  and  twist  is 
taken  out  of  it,  and  it  hangs  lithe  and  obe- 
diently supple  in  his  hands. 

Yonder,  grazing  on  a  patch  of  fine,  deep- 
rooted  grass,  of  South  American  importation, 
is  the  untamed  creature  of  which  we  are  in 
quest,  a  three-year-old  horse,  tall  and  full  of 
spirit.  He  has  felt  the  hand  of  man  but  once 
or  twice  in  his  life.  In  many  parts  of  the 
world  the  animal  would,  at  this  age,  be  nothing 
more  than  a  colt,  unfit,  as  yet,  to  be  ridden. 
But  in  tills  warm  climate  it  is  found  that  horses 
attain  their  maturity  at  an  earlier  age  than  in 
colder  latitudes.  At  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  also, 
nearly  every  Kanaka  is  the  owner  of  a  patch  of 
land.  This  gives  him  the  means  of  indulging 
the  grand  passion  for  equestrian  sports  ;  and,  on 
many  parts  of  the  islands,  horses  are  so  com- 
mon that  nearly  every  person,  young  and  old, 
can  command  the  services  of  his  own  horse.  As 
might  be  supposed,  most  of  the  steeds,  though 
tough  and  hardy,  are  of  an  inferior  breed.  For 
these  reasons,  as  well  as  on  account  of  the  care- 
lessness and  improvidence  of  the  natives,  it  is 
the  practice  to  break  in  colts  at  a  very  early 
age. 

But  to  return  to  the  chase.  As  we  approach 
the  colt  he  gives  a  toss  and  a  shake  of  his 
head,  turns  and  kicks  his  heels  high  into  the 
air,  as  if  defying  his  pursuei-s,  and  then  dashes 
across  the  plain,  followed  by  the  whole  herd, 
who  career  after  their  leader  with  many  a  wan- 
ton motion.  The  speed  of  the  chase  at  first 
is  moderate.  Though  the  wild  horses,  prodi- 
gal of  their  strength,  run  as  if  for  very  sport, 
and  indulge  in  playful  jumps  and  long  detours, 
the  horseman  carefully  husbands  the  energies 
of  his  steed;  and  by  making  short  cuts  from 
point  to  point,  and  keeping  the  inside  of  the 
circle,  he  saves  more  than  half  the  distance 
traversed  by  the  "profligate  beasts,"  to  borrow 
a  phrase  of  Dr.  Holmes.  But,  in  spite  of  all 
the  horseman's  care  and  economy  of  strength, 
it  seems  as  if  his  chase  must  be  fruitless,  "iou 
ask  yourself,  is  it  possible  for  this  horse,  with 
his  load  of  saddle  and  rider,  to  outrun  a  fresh 
animal  who  is  as  free  and  unburdened  as  the 
wind?  It  is  so.  A  trained  horse  has  better 
wind,  better  muscle,  better  bottom  for  a  long 
run,  and,  under  the  intelligent  guidance  and 
stimulus  of  his  human  rider,  he  seems  to  ac- 
quire a  greater  power  of  endurance  tlian  (ho 
wild  animal.  The  trained  horse  can  outrun  the 
wild  steed  of  the  ])anii)iis. 
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It  is  not  long  before  the  pursued  animal  be- 
gins to  slacken  his  headlong  speed.  Now  the 
horseman,  who  has  thus  far  ridden  gently,  re- 
serving the  energies  of  his  steed,  lets  him  have 
the  rein  ;  and  soon  the  race  becomes  a  close 
one.  If  the  Kanaka  could  gain  but  a  few  rods 
on  the  wild  colt  he  would  be  able  to  reach  him 
with  his  lasso.  Inch  by  inch  the  distance  be- 
tween the  pursuer  and  the  pursued  diminishes  ; 
and  now,  nervously  swinging  the  light  loop 
around  his  head,  the  horseman  launches  the 
lasso  in  air ;  but  the  distance  is  a  trifle  too 
great.  The  lariat  falls  short,  and,  striking  the 
flank  of  the  wild  horse,  stimulates  him  to  great- 
er speed.  Recovering  his  lasso,  the  pursuer 
coils  it  and  makes  ready  for  another  trial.  He 
spurs  up  his  horse  till  he  is  within  five  fathoms 
of  the  wild  animal,  and,  this  time  measuring  the 
distance  more  accurately  with  his  eye,  he  casts 
his  wcll-aimcd  lasso,  and  in  an  instant  its  noose 
tightens  about  the  neck  of  the  fugitive  animal 
and  brings  him  to  a  halt.  The  wild  creature, 
panting  for  breath  from  his  long  run,  plants  his 
feet  stubbornly  in  front  of  him,  and  draws  back 
as  if  still  hoping  to  escape  from  his  captor's 
choking  snare.  His  windpipe  is  so  compressed 
by  the  noose  that  eveiy  inspiration  is  a  groan; 
but  still  he  strains  with  all  his  might  uj)on  the 
lariat,  until  his  breath  is  entirely  stopped,  and 
he  sinks  down  senseless  upon  tlie  ground. 

Tlie  pursuer  now  quickly  dismounts,  and,  ' 
seating  himself  astride  of  the  faWen  creature's  i 
neck,  he  turns  the  animal's  nose  up  into  the 
air,  thus  making  it  diflicult  for  him  to  rise.  At 
the  same  time  he  quickly  loosens  the  noose  that 
is  strangling  the  poor  beast.  As  the  horse  be- 
gins again  his  respirations,  his  eyes,  which  were 
just  now  starting  from  their  sockets  in  the  ag- 
ony of  suflfocation,  look  tlianks  upon  tlie  man 
Avho  gives  him  again  the  privilege  of  breath. 

The  horse's  feet  are  bound,  and  a  halter  is 
put  about  his  head.  A  line  of  doubled  rope  or 
a  long  girdle  of  cloth,  like  a  saddle-girth,  is  tied 
around  the  body  of  the  horse,  and  his  eyes  are 
blindfolded  Aith  a  handkerchief.  Thus  pre- 
pared, the  horse,  who  has  by  this  time  recov- 
ered his  wind,  is  freed  from  his  bonds  and  al- 
lowed, or,  if  reluctant,  compelled,  to  rise  upon 
his  feet.  While  standing  blindfolded  this  wild 
animal  neither  moves  nor  offers  resistance  to 
any  thing  that  is  done  to  him. 

The  man  Avho  is  to  ride  him  now  steps  up  to 
the  animal,  and,  grasping  his  mane  in  his  left 
hand,  jumps  upon  the  back  of  his  horse.  The 
rider  bends  his  knees,  and  draws  over  them  the 
girdle  that  is  about  the  horse's  body.  This  is 
arranged  so  as  to  pass  over  his  legs  and  thighs, 
and  straps  him  to  the  horse  as  securely  as  Ma- 
zeppa  was  bound  to  4he  back  of  that  "  charger 
of  the  Ukraine  breed"  that  ran  with  him  such 
a  race  over  the  Caucasian  steppes. 

The  belt  or  girth  which  passes  round  the 
horse's  body,  and  embraces  the  legs  and  thighs 
of  the  rider,  is  called  by  the  Hawaiians  the 
kau-la  i-li-ki-ni,  or  "Indian's  rope."  While  it 
binds  the  rider's  knees  firmly  to  the  sides  of  the 


horse,  and  thus  enables  him  to  retain  his  seat 
amidst  the  animal's  most  desperate  plunges,  he 
can  free  himself  from  it  at  any  moment.  He 
has  but  to  straighten  his  legs,  and  the  Jcau-Ia 
i-li-ki-ni  dropping  off,  his  knees  are  released 
from  the  pressure  of  the  band.  Thus,  although 
bound  to  his  horse,  the  rider  is  in  no  danger 
from  the  strap  in  case  the  horse  falls. 

The  rider  now  gathers  in  his  hand  the  lines 
which  serve  as  reins,  that  lead  from  the  halter, 
and  drops  the  bandage  from  the  eyes  of  the 
horse.  The  wild  steed,  dazzled  at  the  light, 
stands  for  a  moment,  as  if  endeavoring  to  com- 
prehend his  situation  ;  he  fancies  himself  again 
free  upon  his  native  plain.  Imagine  the  des- 
peration of  this  wild  creature  Avhen  for  the  first 
time  he  finds  a  monster  in  human  form  bestrid- 
ing his  back,  who  is  not  to  be  shaken  off  by  any 
efibrt.  He  starts  ofi"  with  terrible  plunges.  He 
arches  his  back  like  a  frightened  tom-cat,  leaps 
high  in  the  air,  and,  making  all  his  limbs  rigid, 
comes  down  with  a  shock  that  jars  the  whole 
frame  of  the  rider:  or  the  mad  animar  rears 
upon  his  hind-feet,  and  threatens  to  fall  over 
backward  upon  his  rider,  I  have  frequently 
seen  the  horse  maliciously  attempt  to  crush  the 
rider  in  this  way.  But  in  such  a  case  the  horse- 
man frees  himself  from  his  kaii-la  i-li-ki-ni,  nim- 
bly jumps  out  from  under  the  body  of  the  fall- 
ing brute,  and,  seizing  the  creature  by  the  head, 
holds  him  down,  with  his  back  upon  the  ground, 
retaliating  upon  him  in  a  way  that  is  likely  to 
teach  him  not  to  attempt  the  operation  again. 
The  wild  horse  starts  anon  into  a  run ;  and 
then,  turning,  shies  quickly  to  one  side,  think- 
ing to  dismount  the  rider  by  the  suddenness  of 
the  movement. 

The  most  trying  of  all  the  methods  by  which 
the  horse  attempts  to  unseat  his  rider  is  to 
bend  his  back,  holding  his  head  near  to  the 
ground,  and  then  to  perform  a  succession  of 
alternate  jumps  and  kicks,  coming  down  solidly 
upon  the  ground  with  stiflened  legs  at  each  leap. 
In  this  way  the  rider  is  carried  rapidly  back  and 
forth,  in  a  sort  of  see-saw  movement,  through 
the  arc  of  a  circle,  the  radius  of  which  is  i\^e. 
distance  from  the  horse's  back  to  his  feet.  But 
the  rider,  trusting  to  his  own  skill  and  to  his 
good  kau-la  i-li-ki-ni,  curls  himself  up  like  a 
monkey  upon  the  back  of  the  horse,  and,  bend- 
ing like  a  willow  at  every  motion  of  the  animal, 
resists  every  attempt  of  the  horse  to  throw  him. 
These  violent  exertions  soon  wear  out  the 
strength  of  the  beast,  and  he  becomes  subdued 
and  tractable. 

The  second  time  that  the  horse  is  mounted 
his  manoeuvres  are  for  a  short  time  more  vicious- 
ly and  more  shrewdly  planned  than  at  the  first ; 
but,  seeing  the  futility  of  resistance,  he  soon 
wisely  accepts  the  inevitable,  and  by  the  time 
of  the  third  or  fourth  trial  begins  to  adapt  him- 
self to  the  will  of  his  master.  Sometimes  they 
lead  an  especially  unmanageable  horse  into 
shallow  water  or  upon  a  sandy  beach,  where  the 
horse  is  more  quickly  tired  out,  and  a  fall  is  not 
dangerous  to  the  rider. 
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AT  the  splendid  city  of  Nicaea,  in  Bithynia, 
in  the  year  325,  assembled  the  first  of 
those  great  G^cnmenical  Councils  whose  de- 
crees have  so  often  controlled  the  destiny  of 
Christianity  and  of  mankind.^  It  was  an  occa- 
sion of  triumph  and  fond  congratulation,  for  the 
Christian  church  had  just  risen  up  from  a  pe- 
riod of  unexampled  humiliation  and  suffering 
to  rule  over  the  Koman  world.  For  nearly 
three  centuries  since  the  death  of  their  Divine 
Head  his  pious  disciples  had  toiled  in  purity 
and  love,  persecuted  or  scorned  by  the  domi- 
nant pagans,  for  the  conversion  of  the  human 
race ;  and  the  humble  but  persistent  missiona- 
ries had  sealed  with  innumerable  martyrdoms 
and  ceaseless  woes  the  final  triumph  of  their 
fjiith.^  Yet  never  in  all  its  early  history  had 
the  Christian  church  seemed  so  near  its  perfect 
extinction  as  in  the  universal  persecution  of 
Diocletian  and  his  Caisars,  when  the  pagan 
rulers  could  boast  with  an  appearance  of  truth 
that  they  had  extirpated  the  hated  sect  with 
fire  and  sword.  In  the  year  304,  except  in 
Gaul,  every  Christian  temple  lay  in  ruins,  and 
tlie  terrified  worshipers  no  longer  ventured  to 
meet  in  their  sacred  assemblies  ;  the  holy  books 
had  been  burned,  the  church  property  confis- 
cated by  the  pagan  magistrates,  the  church 
members  had  perished  in  fearful  tortures,  or 
fled  for  safety  to  the  savage  wilderness ;  and 
throughout  all  the  Iloman  world  no  man  dared 
openly  to  call  himself  a  Christian.^ 

Gradually,  with  the  slow  prevalence  of  Con- 
stantine  the  Great,  as  his  victorious  legions 
passed  steadily  onward,  from  Gaul  to  Italy,  and 
from  Italy  to  Syria,  the  maimed  and  bleeding 
victims  of  persecution  came  out  from  their  hid- 
ing-places, and.  bishops  and  people,  purified  by 
suftering,  celebrated  once  more  their  holy  rites 
in  renewed  simplicity  and  faith.  Yet  it  was 
not  until  the  year  preceding  the  first  CEcumen- 
ical  Council*  that  the  Eastern  Christians  had 
ceased  to  be  roasted  over  slow  fires,  lacerated 
with  iron  hooks,  or  mutilated  with  fatal  tort- 
ures ;  and  Lactantius,  a  contemporary,  could 
point  to  the  ruins  of  a  city  in  Phrygia  whose 
whole  population  had  been  burned  to  ashes 
because  they  refused  to  sacrifice  to  Jupiter  and 
Juno.  And  now,  by  a  strange  and  sudden  rev- 
olution, the  martyr  bishops  and  presbyters  had 
been  summoned  from  their  distant  retreats  in 
the  monasteries  of  the  Thebaid  or  the  sands  of 
Arabia,  from  Africa  or  Gaul,  to  cross  the  dan- 


1  Eusebuis,  De  Vita  Coustantini,  iii.  6  et  seq.  Quo- 
modo  syuodum  Nicceffi  fieri  jussit.  Rufinus,  Historia 
Ecclesiastica,  i.  11.  De  concilio  apud  Nicjeam,  etc. 
Socrates,  Hist.  Ecc,  i,  8. 

2  Lactantius,  De  Mort.  Persec,  15. 

3  Lactantius  (De  Mort.  Pers.,  50)  and  Prudentius 
(Peristephanon,  Hymn  xiii.,  x.)  describe  the  pains  of 
martyrdom. 

*  Sozomen,  Hist.  Ecc,  i.  7.  Lactantius,  De  Mort. 
Pers,,  51.  Pleni  carceres  eraut.  Tormeuta  genera 
iuaudita  excogitabantur. 


gerous  seas,  the  inclement  mountains,  and  to 
meet  in  a  general  synod  at  Nicsea,  to  legis- 
late for  the  Christian  world.  We  may  well 
conceive  the  joy  and  triumph  of  these  holy 
fathers  as  they  heard  the  glad  news  of  the 
final  victory  of  the  faith,  and  hastened  in  long 
and  painful  journeys  to  unite  in  fond  congratu- 
lations in  their  solemn  assembly;  as  they  looked 
for  the  first  time  upon  each  other's  faces  and 
saw  the  wounds  inflicted  by  the  persecutor's 
hand ;  as  they  gazed  on  the  blinded  eyes,  the 
torn  members,  the  emaciated  frames ;  as  they 
encountered  at  every  step  men  whose  fame  for 
piety,  genius,  and  learning  was  renowned  from 
Antioch  to  Cordova ;  or  studied  with  grateful 
interest  the  form  and  features  of  the  imperial 
catechumen,  who,  although  the  lowest  in  rank 
of  all  the  church  dignitaries,  had  made  Chris- 
tianity the  ruling  faith  from  Britain  to  the  Ara- 
bian Sea.* 

Nice  or  Nicasa,  a  fair  and  populous  Greek 
city  of  Asia  Minor,  had  been  appointed  by 
Constantine  as  the  place  of  meeting  for  the 
council,  probably  because  the  fine  roads  that 
centred  from  various  directions  in  its  market- 
place ofi'ered  an  easy  access  to  the  pilgrims  of 
the  East.  The  city  stood — its  ruins  still  s'tand 
— on  the  shores  of  Lake  Ascania,  not  far  from 
the  Mediterranean  Sea,  and  on  the  way  to  the 
plains  of  Troy ;  it  had  been  adorned  with  fine 
buildings  by  the  kings  of  Bithynia,  and  en- 
riched by  the  Roman  emperors  ;  in  later  ages 
it  was  shaken  by  a  great  earthquake  just  after 
the  council  had  dissolved ;  it  became  the  prey 
successively  of  the  Saracen,  the  Turk,  and  the 
Crusaders  ;  and  when  a  modern  traveler  visited 
its  site  to  gaze  on  the  scene  where  Athanasius 
had  ravished  pious  ears  by  his  youthful  elo- 
quence, and  where  Constantine  had  assembled 
the  Christian  world,  he  found  only  a  waste  of 
ruins  in  the  midst  of  the  ancient  walls.  The 
lake  was  still  there ;  the  fragments  of  aque- 
ducts, theatres,  temples.  A  village  of  a  few 
hundred  houses,  supported  chiefly  by  the  cul- 
ture of  the  mulberry-tree,  sheltered  beneath  its 
ruined  walls ;  and  an  ill-built  Greek  church,  of 
crumbling  brick-work  and  modern  architecture, 
was  pointed  out  to  the  traveler  as  the  place 
where  had  met,  nearly  fifteen  centuries  before, 
the  Council  of  Nice.^ 

The  bishops,  in  number  three  hundred  and 
eighteen,  together  with  many  priests  and  other 
officials,  assembled  promptly  at  the  call  of  the 
Emperor,  and  in  June,  325,  met  in  a  basilica 
or  public  hall  in  the  centre  of  the  city.  Eew 
particulars  are  preserved  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  great  council,  and  we  are  forced  to  gather 
from  the  allusions  of  the  historians  a  general 
conception  of  its  character.  Yet  we  know  that 
it  was  the  purest,  the  wisest,  as  well  as  the  first. 


1  Eusebius,  De  Vita  Coustantini,  iii.  7.  Rufinus, 
Hist.  Ecc,  i.  2.  2  Pococke,  Travels,  ii.  25. 
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of  all  the  sacred  synods ;  that  its  members, 
tested  in  affliction  and  humbled  by  persecution, 
preserved  much  of  the  grace  and  gentleness  of 
the  Apostolic  age ;  that  no  fierce  anathemas, 
like  those  that  fell  from  the  lips  of  the  papal 
bishops  of  Trent  or  Constance,  defiled  those  of 
Hosius  or  Eusebius;^  that  the  pagan  doctrine 
of  persecution  had  not  yet  been  introduced,  to- 
gether with  the  pagan  ritual,  into  the  Christian 
church ;  that  no  vain  superstitions  were  incul- 
cated, and  no  cruel  deeds  enjoined ;  that  no 
Huss  or  Jerome  of  Prague  died  at  the  stake  to 
gratify  the  hate  of  a  dominant  sect,  and  that 
no  Luther  or  Calvin  was  shut  out  by  the  dread 
of  a  similar  fate  from  sharing  in  the  earliest 
council  of  the  Christian  world.  The  proceed- 
ings went  on  with  dignity  and  moderation,  and 
men  of  various  shades  of  opinion,  but  of  equal 
purity  of  life,  were  heard  Avith  attention  and 
respect ;  the  rules  of  the  Roman  Senate  were 
probably  imitated  in  the  Christian  assembly ; 
the  Emperor  opened  the  council  in  a  speech 
inculcating  moderation,  and  an  era  of  benevo- 
lence and  love  seemed  about  to  open  upon  the 
triumphant  church. 

In  the  town-hall  at  Nice,  seated  probably 
upon  rows  of  benches  that  ran  around  the  room, 
were  seen  the  representative  Ciiristians  of  an 
age  of  comparative  purity,  and  the  first  meeting 
of  these  holy  men  must  have  formed  a  scene 
of  touching  interest.  The  martyrs  who  had 
scarcely  escaped  with  life  from  the  tortures  of 
the  pagans  stood  in  the  first  rank  in  the  venera- 
tion of  the  assembly;  and  when  Paphnutius,^  a 
bishop  of  the  Thebaid,  entered  the  hall,  drag- 
ging a  disabled  limb  which  had  been  severed 
while  he  worked  in  the  mines,  and  turned  upon 
the  by-standers  his  sightless  eye  —  or  when 
Paul,  bishop  of  Neo-Cajsarea,  raised  in  blessing 
his  hand  maimed  by  the  fire,  a  thrill  of  sympa- 
thy and  love  stirred  the  throng  as  they  gazed 
on  the  consecrated  wounds.  The  solitaries, 
whose  strange  austerities  had  filled  the  Chris- 
tian world  with  wonder,  attracted  an  equal  at- 
tention. Erom  the  desert  borders  of  Persia 
and  Mesopotamia,  where  he  had  lived  for  years 
on  vegetables  and  wild  fruits,  came  James  of 
Nisibis,  the  modern  Baptist,  who  was  known  by 
his  raiment  of  goats'  or  camels'  hair  ;  and  near 
him  was  the  bishop  of  Heraclea,  a  faithful  fol- 
lower of  the  ascetic  Anthony,  the  author  of  the 
monastic  rule.  There,  too,  was  the  gentle  Spi- 
ridion,  the  shepherd- bishop  of  Cyprus,^  who 
still  kept  his  flock  after  he  had  won  a  diocese, 
and  who,  when  robbers  came  to  steal  his  sheep, 
said,  "  Why  did  you  not  take  the  trouble  to  ask 
for  them,  and  I  would  have  given  them  to  you  ?" 
And  there  was  the  tender-hearted  St.  Nicholas, 
the  friend  of  little  children,  whose  name  is  still 
a  symbol  of  joy  to  those  he  loved.    There,  too, 


^  The  creed  has  a  moderate  anathema  (Rufinus, 
H.  E.,  i.  C) ;  but,  we  may  trust,  conceived  in  a  dif- 
ferent spirit  from  the  anathemas  which  meant  death. 

2  Rnfinus,  i.  4,  De  Paphnutio  Confessore. 

3  Rutiuus,  i.  5.  Socrates,  i.  53,  varies  the  story 
slightly.   See  Hefele,  Concilieugeschichte,  i.  2T1. 


were  men  of  rare  genius  and  learning,  who  had 
studied  in  the  famous  schools  of  Athens  or  Al- 
exandria, whose  writings  and  whose  eloquence 
had  aroused  the  bitterest  hatred  of  the  pagans, 
and  who  were  believed  by  their  contemporaries 
to  have  rivaled  and  outdone  the  highest  efforts 
of  the  heathen  mind.  Chief  among  these  men 
of  intellect  was  the  young  presbyterAthanasius,* 
and  it  was  to  him  that  the  Council  of  Nice  was 
to  owe  its  most  important  influence  on  man- 
kind. Tlie  enthusiasm  of  Athanasius  was  tem- 
pered by  the  prudence  of  Hosius,  the  Trinitarian 
bishop  of  Cordova,  and  by  the  somewhat  lati- 
tudinarian  liberality  of  Eusebius  of  Caesarea ; 
and  these  two  able  men,  botli  close  friends  of 
the  Emperor  Constantine,  probably  guided  the 
council  to  moderation  and  peace.  Sylvester, 
bishop  of  Rome,  too  feeble  to  bear  the  fatigues 
of  the  journey,  sent  two  priests  to  represent  him 
in  the  synod. ^  Eight  bishops  of  renown  from 
the  West  sat  with  their  Eastern  brethren,  and 
in  the  crowded  assembly  were  noticed  a  Persian 
and  a  Goth,  the  representatives  of  the  barbari- 
ans, A  strange  diversity  of  language  and  of 
accent  prevailed  in  the  various  deputations,  and 
a  day  of  Pentecost  seemed  once  more  to  have 
dawned  upon  the  church.  In  the  upi)er  end 
of  the  hall,  after  all  had  taken  their  places,  a 
golden  chair  was  seen  below  the  seats  of  the 
bishops,  Avhich  was  still  vacant.  At  length  a 
man  of  a  tall  and  noble  figure  entered.  His  head 
was  modestly  bent  to  the  ground ;  his  counte- 
nance must  have  borne  traces  of  contrition  and 
woe.  He  advanced  slowly  up  the  hall,  between 
the  assembled  bishops,  and  having  obtained 
their  permission,  seated  himself  in  the  golden 
chair. ^  It  was  Constantine,  the  head  of  the 
church. 

A  tragic  interest  must  ever  hang  over  the 
career  of  the  first  Christian  emperor,  whose  pri- 
vate griefs  seem  to  have  more  than  counterbal- 
anced the  uninterrupted  successes  of  his  public 
life.  In  his  youth  Constantine  had  married 
Minervina,  a  maiden  of  obscure  origin  and  low 
rank,  but  who  to  her  devoted  and  constant  lover 
seemed  no  doubt  the  first  and  fairest  of  women. 
Their  only  son,  Crispus,  educated  by  the  learned 
and  pious  Lactantius,  grew  up  an  amiable,  ex- 
emplary young  man,  and  fought  bravely  by  his 
father's  side  in  the  battle  that  made  Constan- 
tine the  master  of  the  Avorld.  But  Constantine 
had  now  married  a  second  time,  for  ambition 
rather  than  love,  Fausta,  the  daughter  of  the 
cruel  Emperor  Maximian ;  and  his  high-born 
wife,  who  had  three  sons,  looked  with  jealousy 
upon  the  rising  virtues  and  renown  of  the  amia- 
ble Crispus.  She  taught  her  husband  to  be- 
lieve that  his  eldest  son  had  conspired  against 
his  life  and  his  crown.     Already,  when  Con- 

1  Socrates,  i.  8. 

2  The  Romish  writers  claim  that  Hosius  was  a  papal 
legate.  See  Conciliorum,  ii.  p.  222.  But  he  presided, 
no  doubt,  as  the  friend  of  the  Emperor. 

3  Eusebius,  De  Vita  Const.,  clothes  him  in  rich  robes, 
iii.  8,  but  asserts  his  modesty.  It  is  uncertain  wheth- 
er the  golden  chair  was  not  in  the  midst  of  the  assem- 
bly.   See  Theodorst,  H.  Ecc,  i.  7. 
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stantine  summoned  the  council  at  Nice,  his 
mind  was  tortured  by  suspicion  of  one  whom 
he  probably  loved  with  strong  affection.  He 
had  perhaps  resolved  upon  the  death  of  Cris- 
pus  ;  and  he  felt  Avith  shame,  if  not  contrition, 
his  own  nnworthiness  as  he  entered  the  Chris- 
tian assembly.  Soon  after  the  dissolution  of 
the  council  the  tragedy  of  the  palace  began 
(326)  by  the  execution  of  Crispus,  by  the  orders 
of  his  father,  together  with  his  young  cousin, 
Licinius,  the  son  of  Constantine's  sister,  and  a 
large  number  of  their  friends.  The  guilty  arts 
of  Fausta,  however,  according  to  the  Greek  his- 
torians, were  soon  discovered  and  revealed  to 
the  Emperor  by  his  Christian  mother,  Helena. 
He  was  filled  with  a  boundless  remorse.  The 
wretched  Empress  was  put  to  death ;  and  the 
close  of  Constantine's  life  was  passed  in  a  vain 
effort  to  obtain  the  forgiveness  of  his  own  con- 
science and  of  Heaven.^ 

But  when  Constantino  entered  the  Council 
of  Nice  his  life  was  still  comparatively  spotless.^ 
He  was  believed  to  have  inherited  all  the  vir- 
tues of  his  excellent  father  and  his  pious  mo- 
ther. To  the  simple  and  holy  men  who  now 
for  the  first  time  looked  upon  their  preserver  as 
he  modestly  besought  instead  of  commanded 
their  attention,  he  must  have  seemed,  in  his  hu- 
mility and  his  grandeur,  half  divine.  But  lately 
his  single  arm  had  rescued  them  from  the  jaws 
of  a  horrible  death.  He  had  saved  the  church 
from  its  sorrows,  and  published  the  Gospel  to 
mankind.  He  was  the  most  powerful  monarch 
the  world  had  over  known,  and  his  empire 
spread  from  the  Grampian  Hills  to  the  ridge 
of  the  Atlas,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Caspian 
Sea.  He  was  the  invincible  conqueror,  the 
hero  of  his  age;  yet  now  monks  and  solitaries 
heard  him  profess  himself  their  inferior,  a  mod- 
est catechumen,  and  urge  upon  his  Christian 
brethren  harmony  and  union.  A  miracle,  too — 
the  most  direct  interference  from  above  since 
the  conversion  of  St.  Paul — had  thrown  around 
Constantino  a  mysterious  charm  ;  and  probably 
few  among  the  assembled  bishops  but  had  heard 
of  the  cross  of  light  that  had  outshone  the  sun 
at  noonday,  of  the  inscription  in  the  skies,  and 
of  the  perpetual  victory  promised  to  their  im- 
perial head.^  When,  therefore,  Constantino  ad- 
dressed the  council,  he  was  heard  with  awe  and 
fond  attention.  His  Christian  sentiments  con- 
trolled the  assembly,  and  he  decided,  perhaps 
against  his  own  convictions,  the  opinions  of  fu- 
ture ages. 

The  council  had  been  summoned  by  the  Em- 
peror to  determine  the  doctrine  of  the  church. 
Heresy  was  already  abundant  and  prolific.  The 
opinions  of  Christians  seemed  to  vary  according 
to  their  origin  or  nationality.    But  the  acute 

1  Eusebius  covers  the  faults  of  Constautine  with 
panegyric.  Gibbon,  ii.  6T-72,  condenses  Zosimus.  He 
doubts  the  death  of  Fausta. 

2  Eutropius,  Hist.  Rom.,  x.  6,  7,  notices  the  change 
— the  fall  of  Constantine.   He  is  an  impartial  witness. 

3  Constantine's  dream  or  vision  was  affirmed  by  his 
oath  to  EusebiuB,  and  was  believed  by  his  contempo- 
raries. See  Eusebius,  Vita  Const. 


and  active  intellect  of  the  Greeks,  ever  busy 
with  the  deeper  inquiries  of  philosophy  and 
eager  for  novelty,  had  poured  forth  a  profu- 
sion of  strange  speculations  which  alarmed  or 
embarrassed  the  duller  Latins.  Home,  cold 
and  unimaginative,  had  been  long  accustom- 
ed to  receive  its  abstract  doctrines  from  the 
East,  but  it  seemed  quite  time  that  these  prin- 
ciples of  faith  should  be  accurately  defined. 
Heresies  of  the  wildest  extravagance  were 
widely  popular.  The  Gnostics,  or  the  supe- 
rior minds,  had  covered  the  plain  outline  of  the 
Scriptures  with  Platonic  commentaries ;  the  the- 
ory of  eons  and  of  an  eternal  wisdom  seemed 
about  to  supplant  the  teachings  of  Paul.^ 
Among  the  wildest  of  the  early  sectaries  were 
the  Ophites  or  snake-worshipers,  who  adored 
the  eternal  wisdom  as  incarnate  in  the  form 
of  a  snake  ;  and  who,  at  the  celebration  of  the 
sacred  table,  suffered  a  serpent  to  crawl  over 
the  elements,  and  to  be  devoutly  kissed  by  the 
superstitious  Christians.^  The  Sethites  adored 
Seth  as  the  Messiah ;  the  Cainites  celebrated 
Judas  Iscariot  as  the  prince  of  the  Apostles  ; 
Manes  introduced  from  the  fire-worship  of  the 
Persians  a  theory  of  the  conflict  of  light  and 
darkness,  in  which  Christ  contended  as  the  Lord 
of  Light  against  the  demons  of  the  night  ;^  and 
Montanus  boldly  declared  that  he  was  superior 
in  morality  to  Christ  the  Messiah  and  his  Apos- 
tles, and  was  vigorously  sustained  by  the  aus- 
tere TertuUian.  Yet  these  vain  fancies  might 
have  been  suffered  to  die  in  neglect ;  it  was  a 
still  more  vital  controversy  that  called  forth  the 
assembly  at  Nice.  This  was  no  less  than  the 
nature  of  the  Deity.*  What  did  the  Scriptures 
tell  us  of  that  Divine  Being  who  was  the  author 
of  Christianity,  and  on  whom  for  endless  ages 
the  destiny  of  the  church  was  to  rest?  The 
Christian  world  was  divided  into  two  fiercely 
contending  parties.  On  the  one  side  stood 
Kome,  Alexandria,  and  the  West ;  on  the  oth- 
er Arius,  many  of  the  Eastern  bishops,  and  per- 
haps Constantine  himself.  It  is  plain,  there- 
fore, that  the  Emperor  was  sincere  in  his  pro- 
fession of  humility  and  submission,  since  he 
suffered  the  council  to  determine  the  contro- 
versy uninfluenced  by  superior  power. 

A  striking  simplicity  marked  the  proceedings 
of  the  first  council.  Hosius,  bishop  of  Cordo- 
va, presided,  the  only  representative  of  Spain, 
Gaul,  and  Britain.  A  prelate  opened  the  meet- 
ing with  a  short  address,^  a  hymn  was  sung,  then 
Constantine  delivered  his  well-timed  speech  on 
harmony,  and  the  general  debate  began.  It  was 
conducted  always  with  vigor,  sometimes  with 
rude  asperity  ;  but  when  the  war  of  recrimina- 
tion rose  too  high,  the  Emperor,  who  seems  to 
have  attended  the  sittings  regularly,  would  in- 
terpose and  calm  the  strife  by  soothing  words. 


1  See  Mosheim,  Ecc.  Hist.,  i.  169. 

2  Mosheim,  i.  180  et  seq.,  and  note.      ^  id,,  i.  232. 

4  Hefele,  i.  2GG.  . 

5  Eusebius,  De  Vita  Const,  iii.  11.  Socrates,  i.  8. 
The  Emperor's  speech  is  excellent,  and  the  catechu- 

!  men  was  wiser  than  his  superiors. 
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The  question  of  clerical  marriages  was  discuss- 
ed, and  it  was  determined,  by  the  arguments  of 
Paphnutius,  the  Egyptian  ascetic,  that  the  low- 
er orders  should  be  allowed  to  marry.  The  ju- 
risdiction of  the  bishops  was  defined  ;  all  were 
allowed  to  be  equal ;  but  Rome,  Antioch,  and 
Alexandria,  the  chief  cities  of  the  empire  be- 
fore Constantinople  was  built,  held  each  a  cer- 
tain supremacy.  The  primacy  of  St.  Peter  was 
never  mentioned  ;  the  worship  of  Mary,  Queen 
of  Heaven,  was  yet  unknown ;  but  the  earlier 
form  of  the  Nicene  Creed  was  determined,  and 
Arius  was  condemned.  Twenty  canons^  were 
passed  upon  by  the  council,  many  of  which  were 
soon  neglected  and  forgotten ;  and  when,  after 
sitting  for  two  months,  the  assembly  separated, 
every  one  felt  that  the  genius  and  eloquence  of 
Athanasius  had  controlled  both  Emperor  and 
church. 

Before  parting  from  his  Christian  brothers — 
his  "beloved,"  as  he  was  accustomed  to  call 
them — Constantine ''entertained  the  council  at 
a  splendid  banquet,^  and  spread  before  them 
the  richest  wines  and  the  rarest  viands  of  the 
East.  The  unlettered  soldier  probably  shone 
better  in  his  costly  entertainment  than  in  de- 
bate, where  his  indiiferent  Latin  and  broken 
Greek  must  have  awakened  a  smile  on  the 
grave  faces  of  his  learned  brothers.  Here  he 
could  flatter  and  caress  with  easy  familiarity ; 
he  was  a  pleasant  companion  and  a  winning 
host ;  but  VvC  are  not  told  whether  he  was  able 
to  persuade  James  of  Nisibis  to  taste  his  rare 
dainties,  or  to  entice  the  anchorites  of  Egypt 
to  his  costly  wine.  The  bishops  and  their 
followers  left  Nicrea  charmed  with  the  courte- 
sy and  liberality  of  their  master.  He  had  paid 
all  their  expenses,  and  maintained  them  with 
elegance  at  Nicaga,  had  condescended  to  call 
them  brothers,  and  had  sent  them  home  by 
the  public  conveyances  to  spread  every  Avhere 
the  glad  ncAvs  that  an  era  of  peace  and  union 
aAvaited  the  triumphant  church.^ 

Happy  delusion  !  But  it  was  rudely  dissipa- 
ted. From  Constantine  himself  came  the  fatal 
bloAV  that  filled  all  Christendom  with  a  perpet- 
ual unrest.*  It  was  the  Emperor  who  corrupt- 
ed the  church  he  had  seemed  to  save.  Soon 
after  the  council  that  dark  shadow  fell  upon 
Constantine's  life  which  was  noticed  by  pagan 
and  Christian  observers,  and  he  was  pointed 
out  by  men  as  a  parricide  whose  sin  was  in- 
expiable. The  pagan  Zosimus  represents  him 
as  asking  the  priests  of  the  ancient  faith  wheth- 
er his  offense  could  ever  be  atoned  for  by  their 
lustrations,  and  to  have  been  told  that  for  him 
there  was  no  hope ;  but  that  the  Christians  al- 
lured him  to  their  communion  by  a  promise  of 

1  The  number  has  heeu  enlarged  by  numerous  addi- 
tions (see  Conciliorum,  ii.  233),  and  one  clause  in- 
Irodnced  to  imply  the  primacy,  ii.  236. 

2  Eusebius,  De  Vita  Const.,  iii.  15,  IG. 

3  Rufinus,  Hist.  Ecc,  i.  2.  Eusebius,  De  Vita  Const., 
iii.  16.    Theodoret,  i.  11. 

*  Sozomen,  Hist.  Ecc,  i.  20.  See  Hefele,  i.  427  et  seq. 
Aber  das  haretische  Feuer  war  damit  noch  nicht 
erstickt. 


ample  forgiveness.  Yet  from  this  period  the 
mind  of  the  great  Emperor  grew  clouded,  and 
the  fearful  shock  of  his  lost  happiness  seems 
to  have  deadened  his  once  vigorous  faculties.^ 
He  became  a  tyrant,  made  and  unmade  bishops 
at  Avill,  and.persecuted  all  those  who  had  opposed 
the  doctrines  of  Arius. ^  The  church  became  a 
state  establishment,  and  all  the  ills  that  floAv  from 
that  unnatural  union  fell  upon  the  hapless  Chris- 
tians. Pride,  luxury,  and  license  distinguished 
the  haughty  bishops,  who  ruled  like  princes  over 
their  vast  domains,  and  who  imitated  the  Em- 
peror in  persecuting,  with  relentless  vigor,  all 
who  differed  from  them  in  faith.  Bishop  ex- 
communicated bishop,  and  fatal  anathemas,  too 
dreadful  to  fall  from  the  lips  of  feeble  and  dy- 
ing men,  were  the  common  weapon  of  religious 
controversy.  They  pretended  to  the  right  of 
consigning  to  eternal  woe  the  souls  of  the  hap- 
less dissidents.  They  brought  bloodshed  and 
murder  into  the  controversies  of  the  church. 
Eormalism  succeeded  a  living  faith,  and  Relig- 
ion fled  from  her  high  station  among  the  rulers 
of  Christendom  to  find  shelter  in  her  native 
scene  among  the  suffering  and  the  poor.  There 
we  may  trust  she  survived,  during  this  mournful 
period,  the  light  of  the  peasant's  cottage  or  the 
anchorite's  cell. 

Never  again  did  the  higher  orders  of  Chris- 
tendom regain  the  respect  of  mankind.  Con- 
stantine himself,  clothed  in  Oriental  splendor, 
with  painted  cheeks,  false  hair,  and  a  feeble 
show,  seems  to  have  sought  oblivion  for  his 
crime  in  reckless  dissipation.  He  became  cruel, 
morose,  suspicious.  He  was  ahvays  fond  of 
religious  disputation,  and  his  courtly  and  cflem- 
inate  bishops  seem  to  have  yielded  to  his  idle 
whim.  At  length  he  died  (337),  having  been 
baptized  not  long  before  for  the  expiation  of 
his  sins,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  three  worth- 
less sons.  A  period  of  fierce  religious  contro- 
versy now  prevailed  for  many  years,  of  which 
the  resolute  hero  Athanasius,  bishop  of  Alex- 
andria, was  the  author  and  the  victim.^  In 
32G  Athanasius  became  the  Patriarch  of  that 
gay,  splendid,  and  powerful  city,  the  Paris  of 
the  East,  and  ruled  at  times  with  a  vigor  that 
awed  the  Arian  Emperor  at  Constantinople, 
but  oftener  was  a  persecuted  exile,  hidden  in 
Gaul  or  in  the  rocks  and  sands  of  Egypt.  The 
fire  of  genius  survived  in  this  remarkable  man 
the  pains  of  age  and  the  humiliation  of  exile. 
He  never  ceased  to  Avrite,  to  preach,  and  to 
argue  with  unabated  power.  Constantius  be- 
came sole  Emperor,  and  the  chief  aim  of  his 
corrupt  reign  seems  to  have  been  to  destroy 
the  influence  and  the  opinions  of  the  greatest  of 
polemics.  The  whole  Christian  world  seemed 
united  against  Athanasius.     The  bishop  of 


1  His  letters  (see  Socrates,  i.  9)  are  wise  and  not 
ungentle  ;  his  conduct  was  different. 

2  Socrates,  i.  14.  He  soon  recalled  Eusebius  of  Ni- 
comedia  from  banishment — a  measure  of  M'isdom — 
bnt  persecutes  Athanasius. 

3  See  Socrates,  i.  29  et  seq.,  wh©  defends  Constan- 
tine. 
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Rome,  Liberius,^  and  even  the  pious  Hosius, 
joined  with  the  imperial  faction  in  renouncing 
the  doctrine  of  the  Nicene  Council ;  yet  Atha- 
nasius,  sheltered  in  the  wilds  of  Egypt,  main- 
tained the  unequal  strife,  and  may  be  safely 
said  to  have  moulded  by  his  vigorous  resist- 
ance the  opinions  of  all  succeeding  ages.  But 
the  period  of  Athanasius  was  one  upon  which 
neither  party  could  look  with  satisfaction.  The 
principles  of  Christianity  were  forgotten  in  the 
memorable  struggle.  Both  factions  became 
bitter  persecutors,  blood-thirsty  and  tyrannical. 
Even  Athanasius  condescended  to  duplicity  in 
his  argument  and  cruelty  in  his  conduct ;  the 
most  orthodox  of  bishops  may  be  convicted  of 
pious  frauds  or  brutal  violence ;  and  tiie  meek 
and  lowly  Christians  of  that  unhappy  age  prob- 
ably gazed  with  wonder  and  shame  on  the 
crimes  and  follies  of  their  superiors.^ 

The  second  GEcumenical  Council  met  in  tlie 
year  381,  at  Constantinople,  under  the  reign  of 
Theodosius  the  Great.  The  story  of  tliis  fa- 
mous synod  has  lately  been  told  by  M.  Dc 
Broglie,  a  moderate  Romanist,  and  the  grand- 
son of  the  gifted  De  Stael.^  His  narrative  is 
trust-worthy,  although  uncritical ;  and  his  hon- 
est picture  of  the  stormy  sessions  of  tlia»  great 
Constantinopolitan  Council  shows  how  corrupt, 
even  in  his  guarded  opinion,  had  become  the 
exterior  organization  of  the  church.  A  similar 
account  is  given  by  all  the  other  authorities. 
Happily,  the  people  were  always  better  and 
wiser  than  their  rulers.  The  true  church  lived 
among  the  humble  and  the  poor.  The  Cathari 
or  early  Protestants,  the  Waldenses,  and  the  Al- 
bigenses  indicate  that  moral  purity  Avas  never 
wholly  extinct,  and  that  the  industry,  probity, 
and  i)rogress  inculcated  by  St.  Paul  still  shed 
peace  and  hope  over  the  homes  of  the  lowly. 
There  was  one  eminent  intellect,  too,  of  that 
corrupt  age,  educated  among  the  highest  ranks 
of  the  clergy,  who  has  painted  with  no  gentle 
touch  the  harsher  lineaments  of  the  second 
council.*  Gregory  Nazianzen  repeats  in  his 
letters,  sermons,  and  autobiographical  poems 
what  was  the  popular  conception  of  the  rulers 
of  the  church.  Gregory  was  the  son  of  the 
bishop  of  Nazianzus.  His  youth  had  been 
spent  in  study  and  learned  ease.  He  was  him- 
self already  the  titular  bishop  of  Sasima,  but 
he  had  contented  himself  with  assisting  his  fa- 
ther in  his  rustic  diocese,  and  shrank  from  pub- 
lic life  with  awkward  modesty.^  His  wonder- 
ful eloquence  and  vigorous  powers  seem,  how- 
ever, to  have  become  widely  known,  when  a 

1  Milman  (Hist.  Christianity,  ii.  431),  Mosheim,  and 
Guericke  assert  the  apostacy  of  the  Pope.  It  is 
feebly  explained  by  the  Romish  writers.  So,  too, 
Athanasius  himself  asserts  it.    See  Hefele,  i.  G5S. 

2  Mosheim,  i.  321,  notices  that  most  of  the  noted 
fathers  of  this  period  were  capable  of  pious  frauds. 

3  L'Eglise  et  I'Empire  Remain  au  IVme  Siecle,  v. 
403  et  seq. 

*  Gregory,  De  Vita  Sua,  and  in  various  poems  and 
orations,  descril)es  the  bishops  of  his  time  iu  no  flat- 
tering terms.    See  his  poem  Ad  Episcopos. 

5  He  celebrates  his  excellent  father,  his  pious  mo- 
ther, and  himself.    Opera,  vol.  ii.  2. 


new  field  was  suddenly  opened  to  him  for  tlieir 
practical  employment,  which  his  conscience 
would  not  permit  him  to  decline.  The  mag- 
nificent city  of  Constantinople  had,  ever  since 
its  foundation,  been  in  the  hands  of  Arian  pre- 
lates, and  its  crowded  churches  refused  to  ac- 
cept the  canons  of  the  Council  of  Nice.  But 
an  orthodox  emperor,  the  rough  and  honest 
Spanish  soldier  Theodosius,  was  now  on  the 
Roman  throne ;  and  a  small  band  of  faithful 
Athanasians  at  Constantinople  thought  this  a 
favorable  moment  for  attempting  the  conversion 
of  the  imperial  city.  They  looked  over  the 
Christian  world  for  a  suitable  pastor.  They 
might  have  selected  Basil  the  Great,  but  his  age 
and  infirmities  prevented  him  from  leaving  his 
Eastern  see  ;  they  sent,  therefore,  to  claim  the 
services  of  Gregory,  as  the  next  most  eminent 
of  the  Oriental  divines. 

Little  did  Gregory  foresee  the  cares  and 
woes,  the  shame  and  disappointment  that  lay 
hidden  in  his  future!  Reluctantly  he  accept- 
ed the  invitation,  and  left  his  rustic  home  to 
enter  the  luxurious  capital.  He  was  already 
prematurely  old  and  infirm.  His  head  was 
bald,  except  for  a  few  gray  hairs ;  his  figure 
was  bent  with  age,  his  appearance  insignificant. 
His  manner  was  modest  and  timid,  and  no  care- 
less observer  would  haA'c  discovered  in  the  rus- 
tic old  man  the  most  splendid  and  successful 
orator  of  his  age.  When  Gregory  arrived  in 
the  city  he  found  not  one  of  all  its  numerous 
churches  open  to  him.  Its  whole  population 
was  hostile,  and  nobles,  artisans,  monks,  and 
nuns  were  prepared  to  argue  the  rarest  (questions 
in  theology  with  eager  volubility.  Constanti- 
nople, in  380,  rang  with  religious  controversy. 
The  feasts,  the  baths,  the  Plippodrome,  and 
the  most  licentious  resorts  resounded  with  sa- 
cred names  and  thoughts.^  If  a  shop-keeper 
was  asked  the  cost  of  a  piece  of  silk,  he  Avould 
reply  by  a  disquisition  on  ungenerated  being; 
if  a  stranger  inquired  at  a  baker's  the  ])rice  of 
bread,  he  was  told,  "  the  Son  is  subordinate  to 
the  Father."  Into  this  disputatious  population 
Gregory  threw  himself  boldly.  His  orthodox 
friends  had  no  church  to  offer  him,  but  they 
provided  a  large  hall  or  basilica ;  an  altar  was 
raised  at  one  end  ;  a  gallery  for  women  separa- 
ted them  from  the  men  ;  choristers  and  deacons 
attended  ;  and  Gregory,  full  of  hope,  named  his 
modest  chapel  Anastasia,  the  Church  of  the 
Resurrection.^ 

His  success  was  indeed  unbounded.  The 
building  was  always  crowded,  the  crush  at  the 
entrance  often  terrific  ;  the  rails  of  the  chancel 
were  sometimes  broken  down ;  and  often  the 
crowded  congregation  broke  forth  in  loud  con- 
gratulatory cheers  as  they  were  touclicd  or 
startled  by  the  eloquent  divine.^  Insensii)ly 
Gregory's 'vanity  Avas  inflamed  and  gratified  by 
his  wide  popularity.    Standing  on  his  bishop's 


1  Gregory  Naz.,  Or.  22-27. 

2  De  Vita  Sua,  Opera,  ii.  IT.    De  Broglic,  v.  40S. 

3  De  Broglie,  v.  3S2.  Carm.,  De  Vita  Sua,  G75-»00 
et  seq. 
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throne  in  the  eastern  end  of  his  Anastasia,  the 
church  brilliantly  lighted,  his  presbyters  and 
deacons  in  white  robes  around  him,  a  crowd- 
ed congregation  listening  with  upturned  eyes 
below,  now  fixed  in  deepest  silence  and  now 
breaking  into  loud  applause,  Gregory  enjoyed 
a  transient  triumph,  upon  which  he  was  fond 
of  dwelling  in  his  later  years,  when,  in  the  ob- 
scurity of  Nazianzus,  he  composed  his  own  poet- 
ical memoirs.  Yet  he  was  never  safe  from  the 
malice  of  his  foes.  More  than  once  a  riotous 
mob  of  ferocious  monks  and  nuns,  of  drunken 
artisans  and  hungry  beggars,  broke  into  the 
Anastasia,  disturbed  its  worshipers  and  the 
preacher,  wounded  the  neophytes  and  priests, 
and  were  allowed  by  the  Arian  police  to  escape 
unharmed ;  and  it  was  only  when  Theodosius 
himself  entered  the  city  that  the  labor  of  con- 
version was  attended  with  success.^ 

Theodosius  was  no  hesitating  missionary. 
He  called  before  him  Demophilus,  the  Arian 
bishop,  and  ordered  him  to  recant  his  errors  or 
resign.  The  honest  bishop  at  once  gave  up 
his  office.  The  see  was  now  vacant.  A  wild 
Egyptian  fanatic  or  impostor,  Maximus,  had 
already  bribed  the  people  to  elect  him  their 
bishop  ;  but  the  next  day  they  had  repented 
of  their  folly,  and  resolved  to  force  Gregory 
into  the  vacant  see.  They  dragged  him  in 
their  arms  to  the  episcopal  chair.  He  strug- 
gled to  escape,  he  refused  to  sit  down,  the  wo- 
men Avept,  the  children  cried  out  in  their  mo- 
thers' arms,  and  at  last  Gregory  consented  to 
be  their  bishop,^  Maximus,  however,  still 
claimed  the  see.  Demophilus  had  not  yet 
been  deposed,  when  Damasus,  the  bishop  of 
Rome,  advised  Theodosius  to  summon  the  Sec- 
ond General  Council.  But  the  affair  of  the 
bishopric  the  soldier-emperor  resolved  to  de- 
cide in  his  own  way.  He  deposed  Demophi- 
lus, expelled  INIaximus,  and  amidst  the  gener- 
al lamentation  of  the  Arian  city,  on  a  clouded 
day  in  November,  carried  the  pale  and  trembling 
Gregory  to  the  Church  of  the  Apostles,  where 
Constantine  and  his  successors  lay  entombed, 
and  proclaimed  him  bishop.  Just  then,  it  is 
said,  the  wintry  clouds  parted  and  a  bright  sun- 
beam covered  Gregory's  bare  head  with  glory. 
The  crowded  congregation  accepted  the  omen, 
and  cried  out,  "Long  live  our  bishop  Gregor}-."^ 

To  confirm  or  annul  Gregory's  election,  and 
to  correct  the  creed  of  the  day,  were  the  objects 
for  which  the  Second  General  Council  assem- 
bled. If  we  may  trust  Gregory's  account  of  it, 
which  he  wrote  in  the  obscure  but  not  tranquil 
retirement  of  Nazianzus,  we  must  conclude  that 
it  could  scarcely  compare  favorably  in  moral 
excellence  with  that  of  Nice.  A  canonized 
saint,  he  rails  against  the  bishops  of  his  age.* 
All  the  gluttons,  villains,  and  false-swearers  of 
the  empire,  he  exclaims,  had  been  convoked  in 


1  De  Broglie,  v.  394.  See  Gregory's  Dream  of  the 
Anastapia.  2  Pe  Broglie,  v.  409. 

3  De  Vita  Sua,  p.  1355-1390.  See  Migne,  Pat.  Grsec, 
xxxvii.  p.  1177,  1234. 

*  Ad  Epis.  (ii.  p.  824-829),  Carmen  vii. 


the  council.  The  bishops  were  low-born  and 
illiterate,  peasants,  blacksmiths,  deserters  from 
the  army,  or  reeking  from  the  holds  of  ships ; 
and  when  in  the  midst  of  his  vituperation  the 
elegant  Gregory  remembered  that  of  the  same 
class  of  humble  and  unlearned  men  Avere  the 
authors  of  his  faith:  "  Yes,"  he  cried,  "they 
were  true  apostles ;  but  these  are  time-servers 
and  flatterers  of  the  great,  long-bearded  hypo- 
crites, and  pretended  devotees,  who  have  nei- 
ther intellect  nor  faith.  '"^  Of  oecumenical  coun- 
cils the  priestly  satirist  had  but  an  indifferent 
opinion.  Councils  and  congresses,  he  said, 
were  the  cause  of  many  evils.  "I  Avill  not  sit 
in  one  of  those  councils  of  geese  and  cranes," 
he  exclaimed.  "I  fly  from  every  meeting  of 
bishops  ;  for  I  never  saw  a  good  end  to  any,  but 
rather  an  increase  of  evils."  It  is  indeed  dif- 
ficult to  see  how  the  canonized  Gregory,  had 
he  attended  the  synods  of  Trent  or  Constance, 
could  have  escaped  the  fate  of  Huss  or  Jerome. 
Yet  in  the  Second  Council  Avere  gathered  sev- 
eral eminent  and  excellent  men.  Among  them 
Avere  Gregory  of  Nyssa,  a  high  authority  in  the 
church,  and  the  Avorthy  brother  of  Basil  the 
Great ;  Melitius,  the  gentle  bishop  of  Antioch, 
Avho  ffresided  at  the  council  at  the  Emperor's 
request  ;^  Cyril,  the  aged  bishop  of  Jerusalem  ; 
and  many  others  Avho  scarcely  deserved  the  bit- 
ter taunts  of  Gregory.  But  Melitius  died  soon 
jifter  the  opening  of  the  council,  and  Gregory, 
Avho  had  been  confirmed  in  his  bishopric,  pre- 
sided as  Patriarch  of  Constantinople.  He  was 
at  the  summit  of  his  glory  ;  his  fall  drew  near. 
His  vigorous  honesty,  his  bitter  denunciation, 
had  made  him  many  enemies,  and  it  was  sud- 
denly discovered  that  there  Avas  a  fatal  flaAv  in 
his  election.  By  an  obsolete  canon  of  the 
Nicene  Council,  which  had  been  constantly 
violated  ever  since  its  passage,  no  bishop  coi^ld 
be  translated  from  one  sec  to  another ;  and 
Gregory  Avas  already  the  bishop  of  Sasima, 
The  objection  Avas  made  ;  the  jealous  council 
condemned  their  greatest  orator ;  and  the  in- 
dignant bishop,  deprived  of  his  see,  a  disgraced 
and  fallen  churchman,  Avas  sent  back  to  the  re- 
pose of  Nazianzus.^  Theodosius  lamented  his 
loss,  but  refused  to  interfere  in  the  clerical  dis- 
pute. A  fcAV  friends  sliared  in  Gregory's  in- 
dignation. In  his  rural  retirement  he  Avrote 
those  sharp  diatribes  on  the  Eastern  bishops 
Avhich  introduce  us  to  the  clerical  life  of  Con- 
stantinople, as  those  of  his  friend  Jerome  depict 
the  A'ices  and  follies  of  Rome.  Both  capitals 
seem  to  have  been  equally  tainted  and  impure. 

The  council  noAV  Avanted  a  head,  and  Theo- 
dosius at  once  appointed  Nectarius,  a  magis- 
trate of  the  city,  to  the  holy  office  of  Patriarch 
of  Constantinople.  If  Gregory  had  been  in- 
eligible, his  successor  Avas  still  more  so.  He 


1  Ad  Epis.,  Migne,  xxxvii.,  1177,  aud  see  p.  22G. 

2  De  Broglie,  a'.  425,  excuses  the  presidency  of  Me- 
litius. 

3  De  Broglie,  v.  442.  -  Gregory  delivered  a  tiue 
address  in  parting.  See  his  congratulatory  letter  to 
Nectarius,  Ep.  83.   Migue,  xxxvii,  p.  162. 
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had  never  been  baptized,  was  not  even  a  Chris- 
tian, and  his  morals  were  not  such  as  to  fit 
him  for  the  apostolic  place.  But  the  Emperor 
insisted,  the  bishop  was  baptized,  and  his  vices 
were  hidden  in  the  splendor  of  his  patriarchal 
court.  He  presided  at  the  council,  which  now 
hastened  to  finish  its  sittings.  The  real  influ- 
ence of  the  Council  of  Constantinople  on  the 
opinions  of  the  church  was  not  important ;  its 
decisions  were  rejected  at  Rome  and  neglected 
by  its  contemporaries.  The  "  Creed  of  Con- 
stantinople," which  has  been  erroneously  as- 
cribed to  it,  was  probably  the  work  of  Ej^ipha- 
nius  or  Gregory  of  Nyssa.^  The  council  con- 
demned a  vast  number  of  heresies ;  it  raised 
the  see  of  Constantinople  to  the  second  rank  in 
Christendom,  next  to  Home,  and  suggested  the 
principle  that  the  dignity  of  the  Patriarch  was 
to  be  determined  by  the  importance  of  the  city 
over  Avhich  he  ruled.  Constantinople  was  now 
second  only  to  Home,  and  as  the  latter  declined 
in  power,  we  find  the  bishop  of  the  Eastern 
capital  first  claiming  an  equality  with  the  an- 
cient see,  and  then,  finally,  seeking  to  subject  the 
barbarous  West  to  his  own  authority  by  declar- 
ing himself  the  Universal  Bishop.^  The  Em- 
peror, Theodosius,  whose  vigor  had  controlled 
most  of  the  proceedings  of  the  council,  now,  as 
head  of  the  church,  affirmed  its  authority  by 
an  imperial  decree.^  The  "one  hundred  and 
fifty  fathers,"  as  they  have  been  called,  left 
Constantinople  in  the  hot  days  of  July,  381, 
for  their  various  homes.  The  war  of  contro- 
versy had  ceased  ;  but  the  fierce  disputes,  the 
bitter  invectives,  the  unchristian  violence,  and 
the  infamous  morals  of  many  of  the  members 
of  the  Second  Council  are  preserved  to  us  by 
the  unsparing  satires  of  the  honest  but  vindic- 
tive Gregory  of  Nazianzus. 

It  might  seem  to  the  Christian  or  the  man 
of  thought  a  matter  of  little  consequence  what 
the  cowupt  priests  and  bishops  of  this  distant 
period  said  or  imagined  of  their  own  preroga- 
tives and  powers  ;  and  no  subtlety  of  argument 
can  convert  into  a  successor  of  the  Apostles  the 
fierce  and  blood-thirsty  Damasus,*  bishop  of 
Rome,  the  dissolute  Patriarch  of  Constantino- 
ple, or  the  ambitious  and  unprincipled  prelates 
of  Antioch  and  Alexandria  ;  but  it-may  be  safe- 
ly said  that  each  asserted  a  perfect  independ- 
ence of  the  other,  and  that  the  bishop  of  Rome 
as  yet  held  no  general  control  in  the  exterior 
church.  The  wars  and  rivalries  of  the  ambi- 
tious prelates,  indeed,  might  almost  convince  us 
that  Christian  virtue  had  wholly  died  out,  did 
not  various  casual  notices  of  the  historians  of 
the  time  direct  ns  to  a  different  conclusion. 
The  pagan,  Ammianus  Marcellinus,  in  his  scorn- 
ful picture  of  the  luxury  and  vices  of  the  clergy 
of  Rome,^  points  to  a  pleasing  contrast  in  the 


1  -De  BroGjlie  even  adds  the  fib'oque,  which  was  not 
heard  of  until  a  century  or  more  later,  v.  450,  and  note. 

2  Milman,  Hist.  Lat.  Christianity,  i.  211. 

3  Hefele,  ii.  2T,  28. 

*  Rufinns,  i.  10,  describes  the  bloody  scenes  at  Rome. 

*  A.  Thierry,  Saint  Jerome,  i.  21. 


conduct  of  the  rural  priests.  They,  at  least, 
lived  in  a  purity  and  simpHcity  worthy  of  the 
best  days^  of  the  church ;  they,  perhaps,  with 
their  rustic  congregations,  were  the  true  suc- 
cessors of  the  Apostles.^  Gregory  of  Nazianzus 
and  Jerome  confirm  and  illustrate  his  narra- 
tive. The  church*  still  lived  among  the  peo- 
ple :  ai>d  while  angry  bishops  raged  in  stormy 
councils,  or  hurled  anathemas  against  each  oth- 
er in  haughty  supremacy,  the  good  Samaritan 
still  softened  the  hearts  of  humble  Christians ; 
the  cup  of  cold  water  was  still  given  to  the 
weary  and  the  sad  ;  tlie  merciful  and  the  meek 
of  every  land  were  still  united  in  a  saintly  and 
eternal  brotherhood.  Christian  morality  began 
to  assert  a  Avonderful  power;  the  people  every 
where  grew,  purer  and  better.  The  barbarous 
gladiatorial  shows  were  abolished  ;  licentious 
spectacles  no  longer  pleased ;  the  vices  of  pa- 
ganism disappeared  ;  the  sacred  bond  of  mar- 
riage was  observed  ;  slavery,  which  had  de- 
stroyed the  Roman  Republic,  was  tending  to 
its  decay ;  and  some  future  historian  of  the 
church,  neglecting  the  strife  of  bishops  and 
councils,  may  be  able  to  trace  a  clear  succes- 
sion of  apostolic  virtue  from  the  days  of  Greg- 
ory and  Jerome  to  those  of  Wyclitte,  Huss, 
and  Luther. 

The  third  and  fourth  Oecumenical  Councils 
grew  out  of  a  fierce  struggle  for  supremacy  be- 
tween the  Patriarchs  of  Alexandria  and  Con- 
stantinople.^ Cyril  of  Alexandria,  violent,  am- 
bitious, and  unscrupulous,  ruled  over  a  wide  and 
prosperous  patriarchate.  The  city  of  Alexan- 
dria, in  the  decline  of  the  Roman  Empire,  was 
still  (4:31)  the  centre  of  letters  and  of  trade. 
Rome  had  been  ravaged  and  desolated  by  the 
Goth  and  the  Vandal,  and  was  fast  sinking  into 
anew  barbarism  ;  Constantinople,  under  its  fee- 
ble emperors,  trembled  at  each  movement  of 
the  savage  tenants  of  the  European  wilderness  ; 
but  Alexandria  was  untouched  by  the  barba- 
rian, and  its  gifted  bishop  reigned  supreme 
over  the  swarming  population  of  the  Egyptian 
diocese.  He  had  resolved  to  crush  Nestorius, 
Patriarch  of  Constantinople.  It  was  the  fa- 
mous Nestorian  controversy  v/hich  gave  rise  to 
a  Christian  sect  that  still  exists  in  its  ancient 
seats,  Nestorius  refused  to  apply  to  the  Vir- 
gin Mary  the  name  of  "Mother  of  God." 
Cyril  denounced  him  with  bitter  malignity,^  and 
began  a  holy  war  Avhich  he  had  resolved  should 
end  in  the  destruction  of  his  powerful  rival.' 
Between  the  two  hostile  Patriarclis,  indeed, 
there  seems  to  have  been  little  difference  in 
character  or  in  Christian  moderation,  and  Nes- 
torius* had  persecuted  with  unsparing  hand  the 
hapless  dissidents  within  his  see.  But  he  had 
scarcely  equaled  the  vindictive  cruelty  of  Cyril. 
Alexandria  had  already  witnessed,  under  the 
rule  of  its  intolerant  master,  a  severe  persecu- 

1  Ammianns,  xxvii.  3,  14.   Tennitas  edendi  potau- 

diqne  parciseime,  etc. 

2  Milnian,  Hist.  Latin  Christianity,  i.  100.  Baroniiis, 

y  ^  Conciliornm,  v.  p.  C. 

4  For  the  cruelties  of  Nestorius  see  Socrates,  vii.  29. 


106 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


tion  of  the  gentle  Novatians,  whose  simple  piety 
seems  to  have  attracted  the  bitter  hatred  of  the 
ambitious  prelates  of  the  age ;  and  Cyril  him- 
self led  a  throng  of  fanatics  to  the  plunder  and 
destruction  of  the  harmless  and  wealthy  Jews.^ 
Eorty  thousand  of  the  unhappy  Israelites  were 
banished  from  the  city  they 'had  enriched  ;  and 
when  Orestes,  the  Roman  prefect,  complained 
of  the  persecuting  bishop  to  the  Emperor,  a  mob 
of  monks  assailed  him  in  the  street,  and  one  of 
them,  Ammonius,  struck  him  on  the  head  with 
a  stone.-  The  people  drove  oft"  the  monks,  and 
Orestes  ordered  Ammonius  to  be  piit  to  tort- 
ure. He  died,  but  Cyril  buried  him  with  holy 
honors,  and  enrolled  his  name  among  the  band 
of  martyrs.  Sober  Christians,  says  Socrates, 
condemned  Cyril's  conduct,  but  a  still  deeper 
disgrace  soon  fell  upon  the  Alexandrian  church 
from  the  rivalry  of  Cyril  and  Orestes.  The  fair 
Hypatia,  the  daughter  of  the  philosopher  The- 
ron,  had  won  the  respect  as  well  as  the  admi- 
ration of  Alexandria  by  her  beauty,  her  elo- 
quence, and  her  modest  life.  With  rare  clear- 
ness and  force  she  explained  before  splendid  au- 
diences the  pure  doctrines  of  Plato,  and  proved, 
by  her  refined  and  graceful  oratory,  that  the 
gift  of  genius  might  be  found  in  either  sex.  She 
was  the  rival  of  Cyril  in  eloquence,  and  the  friend 
of  his  enemy  Orestes,  and  her  dreadful  doom 
awoke  the  sympathy  of  Christians  as  well  as 
pagans.  The  fierce  and  bigoted  followers  of 
Cyril  dragged  her  from  her  carriage  as  she  was 
returning  to  her  home,  tore  her  body  to  pieces, 
and  burned  her  mangled  limbs  ;  and  it  was  be- 
lieved, even  by  Christian  historians,  that  the 
jealous  Patriarch  was  not  altogether  innocent 
of  a  share  in  the  doom  of  his  gentle  and  ac- 
complished rival.  ^ 

Cyril  denounced  and  anathematized  Nesto- 
rius  ;  Celestine,  bishop  of  Rome,  joined  him  in 
his  war  against  the  bishop  of  Constantinople, 
degraded  Nestorius  from  his  episcopal  dignity, 
and  asserted  the  divine  honors  of  Mary  as  the 
mother  of  God.  The  feeble  Emperor,  Theodo- 
sius  the  Younger,  alarmed  by  the  furious  rage 
of  his  powerful  prelates,  but  friendly  to  Nesto- 
rius, summoned  an  assembly  of  the  Christian 
world  to  decide  the  nice  distinction.  Ephesus 
was  chosen  as  a  convenient  place  for  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Third  Council,  and  in  June,  431,  the 
rival  factions  began  to  gather  in  the  magnifi- 
cent city  of  Diana,  now  destined  to  become  re- 
nowned for  the  triumph  of  the  holier  Virgin.* 
Yet  to  the  sincere  Christians  of  this  unhappy 
age  the  conduct  and  character  of  the  members 
of  the  Third  Council  could  have  brought  only 
disappointment  and  shame.  In  vain  the  gen- 
tle Theodosius  implored  his  patriarchs  and  bish- 
ops to  exercise  the  common  virtues  of  forbear- 

1  Socrates,  Hist.  Ecc,  vii.  13. 

2  Gibbon  exaggerates  the  assault  into  a  vollni/  of 
stones,  Decline  and  Fall,  iv.  4C0 ;  but  Socrates,  vii.  14, 
mentions  only  one. 

3  Socrates,  vii.  16,  denounces  the  murder  as  an  op- 
probrium to  Cyril  and  the  church. 

*  Coucil.,  v.  7.  Baronius,  v.  GS2,  raises  the  number 
of  bishops  to  over  two  hundred. 


ance  and  self-respect ;  in  vain  he  placed  over 
them  a  guard  of  soldiers  to  insure  an  outward 
peace.  The  streets  of  the  magnificent  city  were 
filled  with  riot  and  bloodshed ;  the  rival  fac- 
tions fought  for  the  honor  of  Mary  or  the  su- 
premacy of  the  hostile  sees.  Cyril,  violent  and 
resolute  to  rule,  had  come  from  Alexandria  fol- 
lowed by  a  throng  of  bishops,  priests,  and  a 
host  of  fanatics  ;  Nestorius  relied  for  his  safety 
on  the  protection  of  the  imperial  guard  ;  but  to 
neither  could  the  Christian  world  attribute  any 
one  of  the  virtues  enjoined  by  its  holy  faith. ^ 
The  Patriarch  of  Alexandria  refused  to  wait 
for  the  coming  of  the  Oriental  bishops,  and  at 
once  assembled  a  synod  of  his  own  adherents 
and  proceeded  to  try  and  condemn  his  rival. 
Nestorius  protested ;  the  Emperor's  legate,  Can- 
didian,  who  asked  for  a  delay  of  four  days,  was 
driven  with  insult  from  the  hostile  assembly. 
The  bishops  delivered  their  opinions ;  Cyril 
presided;  and  iat  the  close  of  a  single  day  Nes- 
torius was  degraded,  a  convicted  heretic ;  and 
the  city  of  Ephesus  resounded  with  songs  of 
triumph  over  tlie  fall  of  the  enemy  of  Mary. - 

It  is  painful,  indeed,  to  contemplate  the  an- 
gry strife  that  rent  the  corrupt  church  of  this 
early  period,  yet  it  is  not  difficult  to  discover 
its  cause.  The  church,  in  its  exterior  form, 
had  long  been  the  instrument  of  the  state  ;  the 
bishops  and  patriarchs  were  the  representatives 
of  the  vices  and  the  intrigues  of  the  imperial 
court.  They  had  become  earthly  princes,  in- 
stead of  messengers  from  heaven.  Their  pomp 
and  luxury  shocked  and  alienated  the  true  be- 
liever, and  they  had  long  abandoned  every  one 
of  the  principles  of  charity  and  benevolence 
inculcated  by  the  faith  they  professed.  The 
unity  of  the  church  had  been  lost  in  the  con- 
tentions of  its  chiefs,  and  even  in  Constantino- 
ple itself  three  rival  bishops  ruled  over  their 
separate  adherents.  The  Cathari  or  Novatians, 
the  Protestants  of  this  corrupt  period,  dq^arting 
from  the  established  church,  had  retained  their 
organization  ever  since  the  age  of  Constantine;^ 
the  pure  and  spotless  lives  of  their  bishops, 
Agelius,  Chrysanthus,  or  Paul,  formed  a  pleas- 
ing contrast  to  the  vices  of  Nectarius  or  Nes- 
torius ;  and  the  modest  virtues  of  this  perse- 
cuted sect  awakened  the  envy  and  the  hatred 
of  the  orthodox  bishops  of  Rome  and  Constan- 
tinople. The  Novatians  rejected  the  authority 
of  the  imperial  Patriarch,  but  they  observed  the 
Nicene  Creed.  They  lived  holy  lives  in  the 
midst  of  persecution  or  temptation.  Chrysan- 
thus,* the  Novatian  bishop  of  Constantinople, 
distributed  his  private  fortune  among  the  poor, 
and  his  only  salary  was  two  loaves  of  bread  on 
each  Lord's  day  from  the  contributions  of  the 

1  Milman,  Hist.  Lat.  Chris.,  i.  133-140.  For  a  full 
account  of  the  council  see  Hefele,  Zweiter  Band,  162 
et  seq. 

2  Hefele,  ii.  173.  Die  Sitzung  hatte  von  Morgans 
friih  bis  in  die  Nacht  hinein  gedauert.  Nestorius  was 
called  a  new  Judas. 

3  Socrates,  H.  E.,  v.  12-21.  See  Sozomen,  i.  22,  for 
the  boldness  of  a  Novatian. 

4  Socrates,  H.  E.,  vii.  12. 
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faithful.  The  Novatian  Ablabiiis  Avas  one  of 
the  most  elegant  and  vigorous  preachers  of  the 
day  the  pious  Paul  was  the  friend  of  the  pris- 
oners and  of  the  poor.^  An  Arian  bishop  also 
presided  at  Constantinople,  and  in  their  suffer- 
ings his  followers  learned  virtue  and  self-re- 
straint. It  was  against  these  rival  sects  that 
Nestorius  had  first  turned  his  persecuting  rage. 
He  envied  the  spotless  fame,  the  general  love 
that  followed  the  gentle  Novatian  bishop  Paul 
as  he  passed  through  the  city  to  intercede  for 
the  prisoner  or  to  relieve  the  sick ;  he  destroy- 
ed the  Arian  churches ;  and  he  deserved,  by 
his  cruel  intolerance,  the  fatal  doom  which  Cyr- 
il had  prepared  for  him  at  Ephesus. 

But  Cyril's  triumph  at  tiie  council  seemed 
about  to  be  turned  into  a  defeat  by  the  arrival 
of  John,  bishop  of  Antioch,  and  the  Oriental 
bishops,  who  at  once  denied  tlie  validity  of  the 
condemnation  of  Nestorius.  Two  rival  coun- 
cils sat  at  the  same  time  in  the  City  of  the 
Virgin,^  and  the  streets  were  again  filled  with 
riot  and  bloodshed  by  tlie  contending  factions. 
Churches  were  stormed  and  defended  ;  the  im- 
perial guards  fled  before  an  angry  mob ;  and 
for  three  months  Cyril  and  Nestorius  opposed 
each  other  with  an  almost  equal  prospect  of 
success,  and  with  all  the  weapons  of  corruption, 
violence,  and  fraud.*  The  Emperor  Theodo- 
sius,  the  gentlest  of  rulers,  was  at  length  en- 
raged at  the  vindictive  fury  of  the  holy  coun- 
cil. He  sent  the  disorderly  prelates  to  their 
homes,  and  recommended  them  to  amend  by 
their  private  virtues  the  injury  and  scandal  they 
had  inflicted  on  the  church.  But  the  malevo- 
lence of  Cyril  was  insatiable.  His  intrigues  and 
his  bribes  won  over  the  courtiers  of  Constantino- 
ple ;  and  Nestorius,  the  haughtiest  of  patriarchs 
except  his  rival,  was  sent  into  exile,  and  died 
a  convicted  heretic.  His  name  and  his  doc- 
trine still  survive  in  a  sect  of  Oriental  Chris- 
tians, who  are  perhaps  the  natural  fruit  of  the 
persecuting  spirit  of  Cyril  and  the  intolerant 
rule  of  the  famous  Council  of  Ephesus. 

The  heresy  of  Nestorius  gave  rise  to  the 
Fourth  General  Council,  at  Chalcedon,  by  ex- 
citing a  speculation  directly  opposed  to  his  own.  * 
Eutyches,  an  aged  monk,  the  chief  or  abbot  of 
the  ascetic  throng  of  Constantinople,  and  a 
faithful  follower  of  Cyril,  proposed,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  two  natures  of  Christ  asserted  by  the 
Nestorians,  a  theory  of  the  perfect  union  of  the 
spiritual  nature  with  the  human.  He  was 
shocked  to  find  himself  denounced  as  a  heretic, 
yet  he  boldly  maintained  his  opinion.^  Cyril 
was  dead ;  his  successor,  Dioscorus,  Patriarch 
of  Alexandria,  defended  the  theory  of  Eutyches. 
He  was  even  more  unscrupulous  than  his  ^-ede- 

1  Socrates,  H.  E.,  vii.  12.  2  i^.^  n.  E.,  vii.  IT. 

3  Baronius,  v.  G8T-719,  looks  upon  Nestorius  as  a 
raging  monster — a  dragon  or  a  fiend. 
*  Evagri'us,  Hist.  Ecc.,  1.  4,  5. 

5  Milman,  Hist.  Latia  Christianity,  i.  204.  Gibbon, 
iv.  476. 

°  Concil.  Chalcedonse,  Labbei,  viii.  p.  4.  Incredi- 
bile  est,  quanta  animi  acerbitate  ac  rabie  exarsit  Eu- 
tyches.  Ilefele,  ii.  361.. 


107 

cesser.  His  vices,  his  cruelty,  and  his  ambition 
filled  the  Christian  world  with  tumult.  A  syn- 
od met  at  Ephesus  to  decide  the  controversy. 
Dioscorus  was  present  with  a  horde  of  monks, 
robbers,  and  assassins;  the  trembling  bishops 
were  forced  by  the  violence  of  the  Egyptians  to 
adopt  the  opinion  of  Eutyches,  and  the' "  Robber 
Synod,"  as  it  was  called,  from  the  savage  natures 
of  its  members,  seemed  to  have  fixed  the  rule 
of  orthodoxy.  But  Leo  the  Great  Avas  now 
bishop  of  Rome,  and  the  opponent  of  Attila 
did  not  fear  the  wild  throngs  of  Egypt.  A 
general  council  was  summoned  at  his  request,  to 
meet,  October,  451,  at  Chalcedon.  Senators 
and  nobles  were  mingled  with  the  priestly  throng 
to  restrain  their  tumultuous  impulses;^  in  the 
magnificent  church  of  St.  Euphemia,  on  the 
shores  of  the  Thracian  Bosphorus,  five  hundred 
bishops  attended ;  the  haughty  Dioscorus  Avas 
tried  by  his  peers,  and  convicted  of  innumerable 
vices  and  crimes  ;  he  Avas  deposed  from  his  sa- 
cred office,  and  the  aspiring  bishop  of  Rome 
rejoiced  in  the  fall  of  his  poAverful  rival.  For 
the  first  time,  perhaps,  the  Nicene  Creed  AA^as 
chanted  as  Ave  haA'e  it  to-day ;  the  Eutychian 
heresy  Avas  condemned  in  the  person  of  its  chief 
defender;  and  A'arious  canons  AA'ere  passed  that 
served  to  define  the  usages  of  the  church.  Yet 
Leo's  triumph  Avas  marred  by  a  memorable  in- 
cident. Among  the  regulations  introduced  by 
the  council  Avas  one  that  raised  the  see  of 
Constantinople  to  an  equality,  in  some  particu- 
lars at  least,  Avith  that  of  Rome ;  it  asserted 
that  the  dignity  of  the  city  determined  that  of 
its  Patriarch,  and  openly  expressed  Avhat  had 
been  implied  at  the  Second  Council.'^  Leo  re- 
jected the  canons  Avith  disdain;  he  asserted 
Avith  rage  and  violence  the  primacy  of  Peter; 
but  the  incident  is  important  as  showing  Avhat 
Avas  the  opinion  of  this  superstitious  age  as  to 
the  origin  of  the  papal  claims.^  Another  result 
of  the  Council  of  Chalcedon  Avas  the  creation 
of  a  sect,  the  Monophy sites,  Avho  still  retain  the 
dogma  condemned  by  the  synod,  and  Avhose 
faith  still  lingers  among  the  Copts  and  the 
Abyssinians.  So  powerless  are  councils  to  pro- 
duce a  general  unity  of  belief! 

A  bishop  of  Rome,  Vigilius,  lent  his  sanction 
to  the  Fifth  Oecumenical  Council,  and  its  gener- 
al character  may  be  inferred  from  the  life  and 
conduct  of  its  head.  Vigilius  Avas  the  creat- 
ure and  the  victim  of  the  corrupt  women  Avho 
ruled  over  the  court  of  the  feeble  Justinian. 
He  Avas  accused  of  having  caused  the  death  of 
his  predecessor,  the  gentle  Silverius  ;  of  having 
killed  his  OAvn  nephew  by  incessant  scourging; 
of  being  a  notorious  murderer,  stained  by  count- 
less crimes.  He  fled  from  Rome,  pursued  by 
the  maledictions  of  its  people.    They  threw 

1  Concil.,  Labbei,  iv.  p.  760.   Turbas  comprimorcnt. 

See  Evaiiriup,  ii.  .'5. 

2  Concil.,  Labbei,  iv.  p.  767.  The  .Tcpuit  editors  say 
"second"  to  Konio  ;  but  why,  then,  Leo's  indi;,'natioii  ? 

3  It  is  said  that  this  canon  was  passed  l)y  a  few  bi>li- 
ops,  and  not  by  the  whole  council  (Milman,  Hist.  Lat. 
Christ.,  i.  211);  but  it  still  indicates  that  the  papal 
theory  was  not  yet  established. 
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volleys  of  stones  after  him  as  he  left  the  city, 
and  cried,  "  Evil  thou  hast  done  to  us — evil  at- 
tend thee  wherever  thou  goestl"^  At  Con- 
stantinople he  met  with  still  worse  treatment. 
Plis  vacillation  or  his  insincerity  displeased  his 
corrupt  patrons ;  he  was  dragged  through  the 
streets  with  a  rope  around  his  neck ;  was  shut 
up  in  the  common  jail,  and  fed  on  bread  and 
water ;  and  at  length  the  unlucky  pontiff,  hav- 
ing in  vain  sacrificed  his  conscience  to  the  tyr- 
anny of  Justinian,  died  a  miserable  outcast  at 
Syracuse.^  The  papal  dignity  had  evidently 
sunk  low  in  this  degenerate  age;  and  one  can 
not  avoid  contrasting  the  humble  slave,  Vigilius, 
with  the  haughty  Gregories  and  Innocents  who 
ruled  over  monarchs  and  nations,  and  who  so 
barbarously  avenged  his  fate.  Justinian  ruled 
alone  at  the  Fifth  Council  (553),  and  Pope  and 
bishops  were  the  servile  instruments  of  the 
vicious  court.  The  last,  the  Sixth  General 
Council,  assembled  in  680,  at  Constantinople. 
The  Emperor  or  the  Pope  Agatho  presided ;  a 
throng  of  bishops  attended  ;  a  band  of  soldiers 
enforced  good  order ;  and  a  fierce  anchorite  of 
the  Monothelite  faith  attempted  to  perform  a 
miracle  as  a  proof  of  the  sanctity  of  his  creed.. 
But  the  dead  refused  to  come  to  life  under  his 
illusive  spells ;  the  Monothelite  doctrine  was 
condemned  by  the  united  council ;  and  the 
faith  in  the  infallibility  of  the  papacy  was  for- 
ever shattered  by  the  conviction  of  Pope  Hono- 
rius  as  a  heretic.^  If  a  Pope  can  be  a  heretic, 
how  can  he  be  infallible  ?  If  his  inspiration 
can  once  fail,  when  can  we  be  ever  sure  of  his 
perfect  truth  ?  Or  if  Pope  Honorius  erred  in 
becoming  the  patron  of  the  Monothelite  creed, 
may  we  not  conclude  that  Pope  Pius  IX.  is 
wrong  in  opposing  free  schools  and  a  free  press  ? 
The  Sixth  General  Council  offers  a  happy  pre- 
cedent for  a  general  synod  of  the  nineteenth 
century.* 

There  now  occurs  in  the  course  of  history 
that  solemn  and  instructive  spectacle,  the  de- 
cline and  death  of  the  European  intellect. 
Knowledge  ceased  to  be  powerful ;  the  ignorant 
races  subdued  the  intellectual ;  a  brutal  reign 
of  violence  followed ;  and  truth,  honor,  probity, 
industry,  genius  seemed  to  have  fled  forever 
from  the  nations  of  Europe,  to  find  their  home 
with  the  Saracen  or  the  Turk.  From  the  sev- 
enth to  the  twelfth  century  the  Arabs  were  the 
only  progressive  race.  In  Europe,  by  a  strange 
perversion  of  common  reason,  to  labor  Avas  held 
dishonorable ;  to  rob  the  laborer  was  held  the 
privilege  of  noble  birth. ^    The  feudal  system 


1  Milman,  i.  340  ct  seq. 

-  Hefele,  ii.  824  et  seq.,,  gives  a  fall  account  of  the 
council.  Vigilius  was  forced  to  confirm  the  acts  of  the 
council. 

3  Mosheim,  1.  53G,  and  note.  Milman,  Lat.  Chris- 
tianity, ii.  137. 

*  For  the  authorities  on  the  condemnation  of  Ho- 
norius see  Ilefele,  Con.,  iii.  264-284.  The  support  of 
heresy,  Honorius  was  vigorously  anathematized. 

5  The  Middle-Age  chroniclers  seem  to  have  hated 
the  working  class  intensely.  See  Commines,  v.  5. 
Moustrelet, 


was  a  not  unskillful  device  to  maintain  a  war- 
rior caste  at  the  cost  of  the  laboring  class  ;  and 
the  merchant,  the  scholar,  the  mechanic,  and 
the  inventor  became  serfs  or  villeins,  w^hose 
scanty  earnings  v/ere  freely  snatched  from  them 
to  sustain  the  indolent  license  of  their  warrior 
lords. ^  Industry  died  out,  and  with  it  fell  its 
natural  offspring — the  intellect.  The  warrior 
caste  could  neither  read  nor  write  ;  the  misera- 
ble serfs  had  no  leisure  for  mental  improve- 
ment ;  while  priests,  monks,  and  bishops  aban- 
doned the  study  of  classic  literature,  and,  when 
they  could  read,  employed  their  idle  hours  in 
conning  their  breviaries  or  in  spelling  out  mirac- 
ulous legends  of  the  saints.  In  this  dark  pe- 
riod grew  up  the  monastic  system,  the  worship 
of  images  and  relics,  the  adoration  of  Mary,  the 
supremacy  of  Rome. 

Heresies,  indeed,  had  ceased  to  exist,  except 
the  greatest  of  them  all,  the  papal  assumption  ; 
and  general  councils  v/ere  no  longer  held.  A 
chain  of  circumstances  had  tended  to  make  Rome 
the  master  of  the  intellect  and  the  conscience  of 
Europe.  Its  ancient  rivals,  the  Patriarchs  of 
Alexandria,  Antioch,  and  Jerusalem,  had  sunk 
into  feeble  subjects  of  the  followers  of  IMoham- 
med.  No  Cyril  any  longer  thundered  his 
anathemas  from  amidst  his  swarming  hosts  of 
Egyptian  monks  and  bishops  ;  no  vigorous  op- 
ponents of  the  papal  assumptions  arose  among 
the  persecuted  Christians  of  Syria  and  the  East. 
-A  feeble  Patriarch  reigned  at  Constantinople, 
who  faintly  defied  his  Italian  brother,  and  chant- 
ed an  uninterpolated  creed  i"''  but  the  whole  West- 
ern world  obeyed  implicitly  the  spiritual  tyrant 
at  Rome,  and  the  pure  faith  and  morality  of  the 
age  were  lost  to  sight,  and  were  hidden  perhaps 
in  the  cottages  of  the  Vaudois  and  amidst  the 
glens  and  defiles  of  the  Pyrenees. 

The  monastic  system  had  now  assumed  a 
strange  and  overwhelming  importance.  Rome 
ruled  by  its  monasteries,  and  over  every  part  of 
Europe  a  countless  throng  of  these  clerical 
fortresses  had  arisen,  engrossing  the  richest 
lands,  drawing  in  the  young  and  ardent,  culti- 
vating the  grossest  superstition,  and  forming, 
from  Monte  Casino  to  Croyland  or  Melrose,  the 
firmest  defense  of  the  papal  rule.  In  the  third 
century  a  Paul  or  an  Anthony,  the  famous  soli- 
taries of  Egypt,  had  begun  the  system  by  their 
example  of  a  perfect  seclusion  from  the  world, 
and  often  the  gentle  hermits  were  the  purest, 
if  not  the  most  useful  of  their  race.^  A  pale, 
slight,  sickly,  but  impassioned  and  gifted  mis- 
sionary of  the  new  practice,  the  austere,  the 
bitter  Jerome,  had  defended  and  propagated 
monasticism  by  his  vigorous  pen  and  his  holy 
life.*  #But  Jeronie  at  least  taught  his  followers 

1  The  Norman  knights  gave  away  carpenters  and 
blacksmiths  as  presents.  See  Ingulphus,  p.  174.  The 
Norman  kings  sometimes  presented  their  courtiers 

j  with  a  wealthy  merchant. 

2  The  Latins  now  added  filioqiie. 

3  The  monks  cultivated  at  first  the  useful  arts.  Sozo- 
I  men,  Hist.  Ecc,  i.  12. 

t  ^  See  A.  Thierry's  Saint  Jerome,  i.  145.  An  excelleut 
1  portrait.  4 
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to  labor  with  their  hands,  to  dress  plainly  but 
neatly,  to  read,  perhaps  to  think.'  A  Bene- 
dict and  Pope  Gregory  the  Great  helped  to 
spread  the  system  over  the  West.  Its  rules  of 
austerity,  seclusion,  celibacy,  and  ignorance 
grew  rigid  and  immovable,  and  the  monastery 
became  the  model  of  the  lloman  church.  Celi- 
bacy, which  had  been  condemned  by  the  gentle 
ascetic  Paphnutius  at  the  Council  of  Nice,  who 
proclaimed  marriage  honorable,  was  now  en- 
forced upon  every  priest.^  The  iron  Hilde- 
brand  tore  wives  from  their  husbands,  destroyed 
the  happiness  of  countless  families,  and  de- 
nounced the  married  clergy  in  every  land  :  the 
priest  was  converted  into  a  monk.  The  lioman 
church  demanded  a  perfect  submission  from  its 
servants.  But  the  monastic  system,  which  had 
seemed  so  harmless  or  so  meritorious  in  its  ear- 
lier adherents,  began  now  to  show  its  more  dan- 
gerous aspect.  Monasteries  and  nunneries  fill- 
ed the  cities  and  the  open  country  of  Europe. 
They  possessed  half  the  arable  land  of  England, 
and  drew  in  the  wealth  of  Germany  and  France. 
They  grew  rich  by  bequests  and  charities,  law- 
suits, forgeries,  and  fraud. ^  The  monks  Avere 
noted  for  their  avarice,  indolence,  license,  and 
encroaching  pride.  They  crushed  literature, 
discouraged  industry,  despised  the  claims  of 
labor,  and  no  burden  pressed  more  heavily  upon 
the  working  men  of  the  -Middle  Ages  than  the 
general  prevalence  of  the  monastic  system.  A 
selfish  and  useless  isolation  made  the  monks  the 
prey  of  idle  fancies  and  superstitious  dreams. 
They  sustained  the  worship  of  images  against 
the  common-sense  of  Leo  and  Charlemagne, 
asserted  the  claims  of  the  Virgin,  and  defend- 
ed the  tyranny  of  the  Pope.  A  monk  invented 
the  Spanish  Inquisition ;  another  founded  that 
of  Rome ;  one  produced  the  massacre  of  St. 
Bartholomew;  a  Jesuit  drove  the  Huguenots 
from  France ;  and  scarcely  one  of  those  horri- 
ble persecutions  and  bloody  wars  that  have 
made  the  name  of  Kome  odious  among  nations 
but  may  be  traced  to  the  bitter  and  blind  su- 
perstition engendered  by  the  monkish  rule. 

A  still  darker  infamy  surrounded  the  con- 
vents and  the  nunnery.*  "Within  their  gloomy 
walls  the  abbot  or  superior  reigned  supreme : 
no  person  was  permitted  to  hold  intercourse 
with  the  monks  and  nuns  ;  their  nearest  rela- 
tives were  excluded  forever  from  their  sight; 
a  severe  discipline  made  tliem  the  slaves  of  the 
abbot  or  the  confessor,  and  deeds  of  violence 
and  crime,  faintly  whispered  in  the  public  ear, 
increased  the  unpopularity  of  the  monastic  sys- 
tem. At  length,  in  the  sixteenth  century,  the 
mighty  voice  of  Luther  awakened  attention  to 

1  See  Jerome,  Eegula  Monachorum,  cap.  14.  Si 
monachus  esse  vis,  non  videri,  etc.  They  were  to  dress 
plainly,  cap.  17,  to  plant,  to  sow,  to  labor. 

2  Sozomen,  i.  23. 

3  The  forged  charters  and  perpetual  lawsuits  of 
Croyland  show  how  the  acute  abbots  enlarged  their 
wealth.    Tngulphus,  Chron.,  Introduct, 

*  For  the  gay  license  of  Port  Royal  see  Sainte  Benve, 
Port  Royal,  i.  For  a  darker  picture  of  an  early  peri- 
od, Harduiu,  Con.,  i.  1398. 


the  growing  enormity ;  nation  after  nation  threw 
off  the  terrible  superstition,  broke  up  its  monas- 
teries, and  drove  their  swarming  population  to 
useful  labor.  Italy  has  just  expelled  its  monks, 
to  turn  the  monasteries  into  alms-houses  and 
public  schools ;  Spain  follows  in  its  path  ;  and 
it  is  possible  that  these  dangerous  prisons  of  the 
young  and  the  fair  may  be  permitted  to  exist  in 
all  their  medieval  enormity  only  on  the  free  soil 
of  America  or  on  the  streets  of  Cracow.  It 
seems,  indeed,  unsafe  that  they  should  be  suf- 
fered to  multiply  any  where,  unless  placed  un- 
der the  constant  supervision  of  the  state. 

From  the  seventh  to  the  sixteenth  centurv 
the  monks  ruled  the  world.  The  haughtiest 
and  most  hated  of  the  Popes,  a  Hildebrand  or 
an  Innocent  III.,  were  monks,  and  every  as- 
sembly of  the  papal  bishops  was  controlled  in 
its  deliberations  by  the  monkish  rule.  In  a  Sev- 
enth Council  (746),  whose  oecumenicity  might 
well  be  admitted,  image  worship  was  condemned, 
and  images  declared  the  instruments  of  Satan. ^ 
The  monks  rebelled  ;  the  Pope  led  them  against 
the  Emperor  and  the  church ;  a  new  council 
was  assembled  at  Nice ;  and  the  indispensable 
idols  were  restored  and  defended  in  language 
that  was  adopted  in  the  Council  of  Trent. 
Charlemagne  dictated,  he  could  not  write,  four 
books  against  the  popular  superstition,  and  the 
bishops  of  the  East  and  the  West  seem  to  have 
sustained  the  imperial  faith  ;  yet  the  monks  and 
the  Pope  were  successful,  after  a  conflict  of  a 
century.^  We  have  no  space  to  notice  the  va- 
rious papal  councils  of  this  dark  period ;  the 
warrior  caste  of  the  Middle  Ages  submitted  de- 
voutly to  the  monkish  rule ;  and  a  war  of  ex- 
termination was  incessantly  waged  against  that 
large  body  of  enlightened  and  humble  Christians 
who,  under  the  name  of  Vaudois,  Lollards,  or 
Cathari,  seem  in  every  age  to  have  preserved 
the  pure  traits  of  the  gospel  faith.  At  length, 
however,  a  council  Avas  held  Avhose  important 
results  deserve  a  momentary  attention.  Pope 
Urban  II.,  in  1095,  assembled  at  Clermont  and 
Placentia  an  immense  host  of  priests,  knights, 
nobles,  and  princes,  and  preached  in  glowing 
eloquence  the  duty  of  snatching  the  Holy  Places 
from  the  control  of  the  iconoclastic  Saracens. 
Europe  caught  his  superstitious  ardor,  and  for 
more  than  two  centuries  continued  to  pour  fortli 
its  wealth  of  manly  and  martial  vigor  in  a  waste- 
ful frenzy  on  the  ])lains  of  Syria.  Tiie  Curtian 
gulf  Avas  never  filled.  The  energy  of  nations, 
Avhich,  if  directed  to  honest  labor  and  practical 
improvement,  might  have  civilized  and  culti- 
vated the  Avorld,  Avas  scjuandered  in  obedience 
to  the  cruel  suggestions  of  a  monkish  dreamer. 
The  Cathari  or  dissenters  Avrote,  s])okc,  or 
preached  against  the  wild  delusion;  they  as- 
serted that  the  Christian  had  no  riglit  to  kill 
even  a  Saracen,  and  that  the  true  Avay  of  spread- 
ing the  Gospel  in  the  East  was  by  the  gentle 
persuasion  of  a  holy  life.  Their  remonstrances 
Avere  ansAvered  by  the  rude  denunciations  of  tlic 


'  Milraan,  Hist.  Lat.  Christ.,  ii.  171.     »  id,,  ii,  1S4. 
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papal  preachers,  by  the  Avhip,  the  torture,  and 
the  stake.  War  and  bloodshed  became  the 
chief  employment  of  the  papal  church  and  its 
martial  adherents,  and  for  two  centuries  the 
Popes  maintained  their  place  at  the  head  of 
Christendom  by  exciting  general  massacres  of 
the  protestants  of  Provence  or  Piedmont,  and 
by  driving  the  young  generations  of  Europe  to 
tlie  charnel-house  of  the  East. 

One  of  the  most  startling  effects  of  this  monk- 
ish delusion  was  the  Crusade  of  the  little  chil- 
dren, A  band  of  fifty  thousand  children  from 
Germany  and  France  set  out  in  1212  to  redeem 
the  Holy  Sepulchre.  A  peasant  child  of  Yen- 
dome  first  assumed  the  cross  in  France,  and 
soon  an  increasing  throng  of  boys  and  girls 
gathered  around  him  as  he  passed  from  Paris 
to  the  south,  and  with  a  touching  simplicity  de- 
clared that  they  meant  to  go  to  Jerusalem  to 
deliver  the  sepulchre  of  the  Saviour.^  Their 
parents  and  relations  in  vain  endeavored  to  dis- 
suade them;  they  escaped  from  their  homes; 
they  wandered  away  without  money  or  means 
of  subsistence ;  and  they  believed  that  a  mira- 
cle would  dry  up  the  Mediterranean  Sea  and 
enable  them  to  pass  safely  to  the  shores  of  Syria. 
At  length  a  body  of  seven  thousand  of  the 
French  children  reached  Marseilles,  and  here 
they  met  with  a  strange  and  unlooked-for  doom. 
At  Marseilles  were  slave-traders  Avho  were  ac- 
customed to  purchase  or  steal  children  in  order 
to  sell  them  to  the  Saracens.  Two  of  these 
monsters,  Ferrers  and  Porcus,  engaged  to  take 
the  young  crusaders  to  the  Holy  Land  without 
charge,  and  they  set  sail  in  seven  ships  for  the 
East.^  Two  of  the  vessels  were  sunk  on  the 
passage  Avith  all  their  passengers ;  the  others 
arrived  safely,  and  the  unhappy  children  were 
sold  by  their  betrayers  in  the  slave-markets  of 
Alexandria  or  Cairo.  Other  large  bodies  of 
children  came  from  Germany  across  the  Alps, 
Many  perished  from  hunger,  heat,  disease ;  a 
few  were  enabled  to  die  on  the  sacred  soil  of 
Syria ;  and  it  is  estimated  that  fifty  thousand 
of  the  flower  of  European  youth  were  lost  in 
this  most  remarkable  of  the  Crusades.^ 

Constance,  the  scene  of  the  next  important 
council,  stands  on  the  shore  of  that  lovely  lake 
that  feeds  the  romantic  Khine.  It  has  long 
sunk  into  decay.  In  tlie  last  century  the  grass 
was  growing  in  its  principal  street.*  Its  air  of 
desolation  and  decline  formed  a  striking  con- 
trast to  the  busy  S^viss  towns  on  the  neighboring 
lakes,  and  it  still  slumbers  under  the  fatal  influ- 
ence of  a  Catholic  rule.  The  only  noted  spots 
in  Constance  are  a  dark  dungeon,  a  few  feet 
square,  in  which  John  Huss  Avas  confined,  the 
rude  Gothic  hall  Avhere  he  Avas  tried,  the  min- 
ster Av here  he  was  condemned,  the  place  where 

1  This  strange  event  is  well  attested.  See  Geschichte 
(ler  Kreuzziige,  Wilkea,  vi.  7.  So  Avuuderbar  diese 
Erscheinuug  Avar,  so  ist  sie  doch  durch  die  Zeugnisse 
giaubwiirdio-er  Geschichtschreiber  so  fest  begriindet, 
etc.    And  Michaud,  ii.  202. 

2  Wilkeu,  vi.  SI,  S2.     -  3  Michaud,  iii.  441. 

*  Coxe,  Travels  in  Switzerland,  Letter  iii.  The 
dungeon  is  eight  feet  long,  six  broad. 


he  Avas  burned,  the  swift-floAving  river  into 
Avhich  his  ashes  Avere  cast,  and  Avhich  his  perse- 
cutors hoped  Avould  bear  aAvay  all  that  remained 
of  their  illustrious  victim  into  endless  obliA^ion. 
Vain  hope !  Warriors  and  princes,  priests,  ab- 
bots, monks,  conspired  to  blot  from  existence 
a  single  faint  and  feeble  being,  a  child  of  pov- 
erty and  toil.  They  burned  his  books ;  they 
cast  his  ashes  into  the  Rhine.  And  to-day  all 
Bohemia  assembles  to  do  honor  to  the  names 
of  Huss  and  his  disciple  Jerome,  and  to  carry 
into  execution  the  principles  of  freedom  and 
progress  they  advocated  four  centuries  ago. 

The  Council  of  Constance  met  in  1414. 
Three  rival  Popes  Avere  then  contesting  each 
other's  claim  to  the  papacy.^  Each  Pope  had 
his  adherents,  and  for  nearly  forty  years  priests, 
rulers,  and  laity  had  lived  in  doubt  as  to  the 
true  successor  of  St.  Peter.  It  Avas  plain  that 
there  could  not  be  three  infallible  potentates 
on  the  same  throne  ;  yet  each  pretender  as- 
serted his  claim  Avith  equal  vigor.  Gregory, 
Benedict,  and  John  launched  anathemas  against 
each  other;  and  a  generation  lived  and  died 
uncertain  Avhether  it  had  not  adored  and  obeyed 
an  heretical  Pope.^  John  XXIII.,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  his  age  one  of  the  most  abandoned  of 
men,  Avas  persuaded  or  entrapped  by  the  cardi- 
nals and  the  Emperor  into  summoning  a  general 
council;  and  Constance,  on  the  borders  of  SAvitz- 
erland  and  Germany,  AA'as  selected  as  the  place 
of  meeting.  The  council  met  at  a  period  of 
singular  interest  in  history.^  Not  only  Avas 
the  papacy  divided  betAA'een  three  Popes,  but 
that  strong  and  Avide  opposition  to  the  papal 
and  the  monkish  rule,  Avhich  seems  to  have  ex- 
isted in  every  age,  Avas  noAV  shoAving  itself  in 
unusual  vigor.  England  Avas  half  converted 
to  the  doctrines  of  Wycliffe ;  Bohemia  and  its 
king  shared  the  free  opinions  of  Huss  ;  the  ncAv 
literature  of  Italy  Avas  skeptical  or  indifl"erent ; 
France  and  Germany  Avere  already  shocked  at 
the  vices  of  the  monks ;  Avhile  industry  and 
commerce  were  rapidly  introducing  ideas  of 
human  equality  that  must  finally  destroy  the 
supremacy  of  the  feudal  lords.  The  Avarrior 
caste  as  Avell  as  the  priestly  AA'as  threatened  by 
the  religious  reformers,  and  both  united  vigor- 
ously at  the  Council  of  Constance  to  crush  the 
progress  of  revolution.*  They  strove  to  rebuild 
and  reanimate  the  established  church,  to  intim- 
idate the  reformers,  and  to  destroy  forever  the 
rising  hopes  of  the  people. 

For  the  moment  they  succeeded.  The  Coun- 
cil of  Constance  Avas  the  most  splendid  gather- 
ing of  priests  and  princes  Europe  had  ever  seen. 
The  Emperor  Sigismund  attended  its  sittings, 
Avith  all  the  German  chiefs  and  prelates.  The 
Pope,  John  XXIII, ,  came,  folloAA'ed  by  a  throng 

1  Concilium  Coustantiensis,  Labbe,  xvi.  4  et  seq. 
The  Council  of  Pisa  had  attempted  in  vain  to  remove 
the  schism,  1410,    See  Lenfant,  Pise. 

2  Labbe,  Con.,  xvi.  4, 

3  Lenfant,  Histoire  du  Concile  de  Constance,  Pref- 
ace. 

*  Lenfant  notices  the  influence  of  the  laity  on  the 
council. 
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of  Italian  cardinals  and  bishops,  hoping  to  con- 
trol its  proceedings.  Almost  every  European 
sovereign  was  represented  by  an  embassador.^ 
The  little  city  of  Constarice  shone  with  the 
pomp  of  royal  and  noble  retinues,  with  the  red 
robes  of  cardinals,  and  the  ermine  and  jewels 
of  ecclesiastical  princes  ;  riot  and  license  filled 
its  streets ;  and  the  Council  of  Constance  was 
noted  for  the  corrupt  morals  of  its  members, 
and  the  shameless  conduct  of  the  prelates  of 
the  established  church.  Its  sittings  began  No- 
vember, 1414,  and  continued  until  April,  1418. 
Its  proceedings  were  marked  by  a  singular 
vigor.  It  deposed  John  XXIII.  for  his  no- 
torious vices  and  his  alleged  contumacy ;  re- 
moved Gregory  and  Benedict ;  and  elected  a 
new  Pope,  Martin  V.,  who  was  finally  acknowl- 
edged by  all  Europe  as  the  successor  of  St.  Pe- 
ter. It  declared  that  the  touncil  was  superior 
to  the  Pope,^  and  heard  with  attention  the  elo- 
quent sermon  of  Gerson,  Chancellor  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Paris,  in  which  he  defended  the  privi- 
leges of  a  united  Christendom  against  the  claims 
of  the  bishop  of  Rome.  It  provided  that  a  gen- 
eral council  should  be  summoned  every  five  or 
seven  years ;  and  it  strove  to  limit  the  rapacity 
of  Rome  by  relieving  the  clergy  from  its  exac- 
tions. In  order  to  prevent  the  undue  influence 
of  the  Italians,  the  council  divided  all  its  mem- 
bers into  four  nations  or  classes ;  each  nation 
had  a  single  vote,  and  a  majority  determined 
the  result.  These  revolutionary  movements 
have  made  the  Council  of  Constance  odious  to 
the  succeeding  Popes.  Its  canons  have  been 
disregarded,  its  authority  denied ;  and  no  de- 
vout Roman  Catholic  Avould  now  venture  to  as- 
sert what  was  plainly  the  opinion  of  the  Roman 
church  in  the  dawn  of  the  fifteenth  century, 
that  the  Pope  is  inferior  to  the  council. 

Having  ended  the  schism  in  the  papal  church, 
tlie  Council  of  Constance  next  proceeded  to 
crush  heresy  and  reform.  To  the  corrupt 
monks  and  priests  of  that  barbarous  age  the 
chief  of  heretics  was  the  pure  and  gentle  Huss. 
A  child  of  poverty,  educated  among  the  people, 
John  Huss  had  come  a  poor  scholar  to  the  fa- 
mous University  of  Prague.^  His  mother  brought 
him  from  his  native  village  to  be  matriculated, 
and  on  the  road  fell  on  her  knees  and  recom- 
mended him  to  Heaven.  Maintained  by  char- 
ity, he  studied  with  ardor ;  his  mind  Avas  fed 
with  scholastic  learning  ;  he  became  a  preacher 
vigorous  and  original;  and  in  the  Chapel  of 
Bethlehem  crowded  congregations  listened  to 
the  inspired  lessons  of  the  ardent  priest.  Huss 
had  early  formed  a  clear  conception  of  a  living 
Antichrist,  a  creature  made  up  of  blasphemy 
and  hypocrisy,  of  corruption  and  crime  ;  and  of 
a  pure  and  lovely  form,  the  Church  of  the  early 
age.*  To  the  one  he  gave  all  his  love  and  con- 


1  Lenfaut,  Preface,  21.  There  were  150  bishops, 
100  abbots,  30  cardinals,  3  patriarchs. 

2  Lenfaut,  i.  22,  Preface.  Labbe,  Con.,  xvi.  8.  Greg- 
ory and  Benedict  do  not  admit  its  claims. 

^  Leufant,  1.  24. 

*  See  Huss,  Opuscnla,  14-23,  where  he  paints  the 
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fidence,  to  the  other  an  undying  hate.  The 
Antichrist  was  Rome.  The  vices  and  stupid 
ignorance  of  the  monks,  the  shameless  license 
of  the  clergy,  the  insolent  pride  of  the  bishops, 
the  rivalry  of  the  contending  Popes,  convinced 
the  ardent  reformer  that  the  established  church 
had  long  ceased  to  be  Christian.  He  inveighed 
in  vigorous  sermons  and  treatises  against  every 
form  of  corruption.  He  denounced  the  monks 
and  the  Popes,  indulgences,  crusades,  and  a 
thousand  enormities.  Jerome  of  Prague,  who 
had  lived  at  Oxford,  brought  him  over  the  writ- 
ings of  Wycliffe,  and  the  two  friends  studied 
and  profited  by  the  clear  sense  of  the  English 
reformer. 

At  length  the  poor  charity  scholar  became 
the  most  eminent  man  of  his  time.  His  native 
land  acknowledged  his  merit,  and  all  Bohemia 
adopted  the  opinions  of  its  gifted  son.  The 
king  and  queen  Avere  his  warm  friends,  and  the 
nobility  and  the  commons  caught  the  ardor  of 
reform.^  Huss  was  made  Rector  of  that  great 
university,  at  that  time  the  rival  of  those  of 
Paris  and  Oxford,  where  he  had  won  his  edu- 
cation ;  and  Prague  became  the  centre  of  a 
strong  impulse  toward  progress  that  was  felt  in 
every  part  of  Europe,  The  doctrines  and  the 
Bible  of  Wycliffe  were  expounded  at  the  only 
great  seat  of  learning  in  Germany ;  England 
and  Bohemia,  united  by  friendly  ties,  seemed 
about  to  throw  off  the  papal  rule  ;  the  vigor  of 
Huss,  the  genius  of  Jerome,  had  nearly  antici- 
pated the  era  of  Luther.  But  it  was  too  soon. 
The  priestly  caste  and  its  ignorant  instrument, 
the  warrior  caste,  united  to  destroy  the  first  ele- 
ments of  reformation,  and  the  monks  and  bish- 
ops pursued  Huss  and  his  followers  with  their 
bitterest  malignity.  The  archbishop  of  Prague 
denounced  him  as  a  heretic,  the  Pope  excom- 
municated him ;  but  Huss  might  still  have  es- 
caped, supported  by  his  sovereign,  Wenceslaus, 
and  the  admiration  of  his  countrymen,  had  he 
not  been  betrayed  into  the  power  of  his  foes. 
The  Council  of  Constance  met  and  summoned 
the  reformer  before  its  hostile  tribunal.  The 
chief  vice  of  this  infamous  assembly  was  its 
shameless  duplicity.  The  sentiment  of  honor, 
which  we  are  sometimes  told  was  the  distin- 
guishing mark  of  this  age  of  chivalry,  was 
plainly  unknown  to  every  one  of  the  princes, 
knights,  or  priests  who  made  up  the  splendid 
council.  They  deceived  the  Popes  ;  they  cor- 
rupted the  feeljle  honesty  of  the  Emperor  Sigis- 
mund  ;  they  openly  adopted  the  rule  that  no 
faith  was  to  be  kept  with  heretics;^  they  pledged 
the  Roman  church  to  a  system  of  perpetual  false- 
hood and  deceit. 

Huss  was  now  in  the  full  splendor  of  his  re- 
nown. His  name  Avas  illustrious  tliroughout 
Europe,  and  his  eminent  talents  and  spotless 
life  had  made  him  the  pride  and  oracle  of  Bo- 
face  and  form  of  Antichrist,  its  mouth,  neck,  arras, 

1  Lenfant,  i.  34. 
2  Nec  aliqua  sibi  fides  ant  promissio  dc  jure  natu- 
rali,  divino,  et  humano  fnerit  in  prejudicium  CatholiciC 
fidei  observanda.   See  Hallam,  Mid.  Ages,  p.  396. 
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hernia.^  He  was  nearly  forty  years  of  age. 
His  appearance  was  fine,  his  countenance  mild 
and  engaging.  His  prominent  features,  his 
clear  and  well-cut  profile,  have  in  tliem  an  Ori- 
ental air.  He  wore  his  hair  and  beard  careful- 
ly trimmed,  and  dressed  in  neat  scholastic  at- 
tire. In  the  society  of  fair  women,  kings,  and 
princes  his  manners  had  become  polished,  his 
carriage  singularly  attractive ;  and  his  natural 
gentleness  and  piety  threw  around  him  an  irre- 
sistible charm.  As  Rector  of  the  University 
of  Prague  he  held  a  position  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world  not  inferior  to  that  of  many  princes  and 
nobles ;  but  in  all  his  prosperity  he  had  ever 
been  noted  for  his  humility  and  his  kindly  grace. 
He  lived  above  the  Avorld,  and  knew  none  of  its 
inferior  impulses.  Yet  had  he  not  been  able  to 
avoid  making  many  enemies.  He  had  offended 
bitterly  the  German  students  and  professors  at 
Prague,  and  they  had  withdrawn,  in  number 
about  five  thousand,  to  found  the  rival  college 
at  Leipsic.  He  was  the  chief  of  the  metaphys- 
ical faction  of  the  Realists ;  the  Germans  and 
the  Erench  were  chiefly  Nominalists  ;  and  in  the 
fierce  quarrels  that  raged  between  the  two  scho- 
lastic parties  a  hatred  even  to  death  often  grew 
up  between  the  opposing  chiefs.  The  Rectors 
of  the  University  of  Paris,  Gerson,  and  of  Leip- 
sic, John  Hoffman,  looked  on  their  opponent  at 
Prague  as  abominable  and  accursed;  and  the 
Nominalists  afterward  boasted  that  the  death 
of  Huss  was  due  to  them  alone.  So  brutal  was 
the  age  that  men  killed  each  other  for  some 
shadowy  difference  in  metaphysics  ! 

Gerson  was  the  chief  theologian  of  the  time, 
the  new  founder  of  the  liberties  of  the  Galilean 
church.  Yet  he  took  part  in  all  the  frauds  of 
the  Council  of  Constance,  saw  his  illustrious 
fellow -rector  pine  in  a  horrible  dungeon  and 
die  at  the  stake,  and  aided  in  his  destruction. 
The  Rector  of  the  University  of  Leipsic  also 
shared  in  the  worst  acts  of  the  council.  The 
'crimes  of  nobles  and  priests  were  instigated  by 
the  most  eminent  Catholic  scholars,  and  the 
principles  of  elevated  churchmen  were  no  more 
humane  than  had  been  those  of  their  Gothic 
ancestors  or  the  barbarians  of  a  Feejee  island. 
To  such  men  the  mild  purity  of  Huss  and  Je- 
rome was  a  perpetual  reproach.  They  could 
not  endure  their  existence  upon  the  same  earth. 
They  strove  to  extirpate  them  forever,  and  cast 
their  ashes  into  the  rapid  Rhine. 

Fearless  of  their  enmity,  and  strong  in  his 
consciousness  of  innocence,  sustained  by  the 
friendship  of  his  king  and  his  country,  and, 
above  all,  provided  with  a  safe-conduct  from 
the  Emperor  Sigismund,  Huss  set  out  from 
Prague  in  October  to  obey  the  summons  of  the 
council.^  As  he  passed  through  Germany  he 
was  met  and  Avelcomed  by  immense  throngs  of 
the  people.  He  was  received  every  where  as 
the  champion  of  human  rights.    Men  came  to 


1  The  Jesuit  editors,  Labbe,  Con.,  xvi.  4,  insinuate 

sUmilatione  sanctitatis,  etc. 

2  Leufant,  Constance,  i.  39. 


gaze  on  him  as  on  a  benefactor.  Even  the 
German  ecclesiastics,  it  is  said,  saluted  respect- 
fully the  arch-heretic.  He  passed  safely  through 
Nuremberg,  attended  by  a  guard  of  honor,  and 
entered  Constance  almost  in  triumph.^  He  ev- 
idently feared  no  danger.  He  even  imprudent- 
ly defended  the  doctrines  of  Wycliffe  in  the 
midst  of  angry  monks  and  priests,  and  courted 
their  malignity.  The  Pope,  however,  John 
XXIII.,  had  sworn  to  protect  him,  the  Emperor 
Sigismund  was  bound  for  his  safety,  and  all 
Bohemia  watched  over  the  life  of  Huss.  But 
the  rule  had  been  adopted  that  no  faith  was  to 
be  kept  with  heretics.  Within  a  few  days  after 
his  arrival  Huss  was  seized,  cast  into  the  hor- 
rible dungeon  of  the  Dominican  convent,  and 
fastened  by  a  chain  to  the  floor. ^ 

He  was  now  in  the  toils  of  Antichrist,  and 
Avas  to  feel  all  the  extreme  malice  of  the  fearful 
being  he  had  so  often  imagined  or  described. 
Its  falsehood,  its  baseness,  its  savage  and  un- 
sparing cruelty,  he  was  now  to  realize,  if  never 
before.  The  Emperor  Sigismund  came  to  Con- 
stance soon  after  Huss's  imprisonment,  and  re- 
monstrated feebly  against  the  violation  of  his 
safe-conduct ;  but  the  chiefs  of  the  council  soon 
convinced  him  that  no  faith  should  be  kept  with 
the  heretic,  and  Huss  was  left  to  languish  in 
his  dungeon.^  Articles  of  accusation  were 
drawn  up  against  him ;  false  witnesses  were 
brought  to  convict  him  of  crimes  he  had  never 
committed ;  he  was  persecuted  with  incessant 
questions ;  and  for  more  than  six  months  the 
great  orator  and  scholar  pined  in  a  dreadful 
confinement.  At  length,  on  the  6th  of  July, 
1415,  he  was  dragged  from  his  dungeon  and 
led  out  to  condemnation  and  death. 

The  council  assembled  in  that  sombre  and 
massive  minster  Avhose  gloomy  pile  still  frowns 
over  the  silent  streets  of  Constance.*  The  Em- 
peror Sigismund  presided,  surrounded  by  his 
temporal  and  spiritual  peers.  A  throng  of  car- 
dinals, bishops,  and  priests  assembled  to  take 
part  in  the  proceedings,  and  to  exult  over  the 
doom  of  one  whose  holy  life  seemed  a  perpetual 
reproach  to  their  notorious  profligacy  and  cor- 
ruption. The  church  was  filled  in  every  part 
with  eager  spectators.  It  had  been  carefully 
arranged  for  that  singular  ceremonial  Avith 
Avhich  the  holy  fathers  intended  to  degrade  their 
victim  from  his  priesthood  before  they  delivered 
him  over  to  the  secular  power.  In  the  midst 
rose  a  platform,  on  which  Avere  placed  the  robes 
and  ornaments  of  a  priest,  and  Avhere  Huss  Avas 
to  be  robed  and  disrobed  in  presence  of  all  the 
people.  A  solemn  mass  Avas  performed,  and 
Avhile  Emperor  and  priest  boAved  in  adoration, 
their  victim  Avas  kept  AA^aiting  at  the  door  under 
a  guard  of  soldiers,  lest  his  presence  might  des- 
ecrate the  sacred  rite.^  He  Avas  then  led  in, 
pale,  faint,  and  Avorn  Avith  a  terrible  imprison- 
ment, and  ascended  the  platform.    Here  he 
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knelt  in  audible  prayer,  while  the  bishop  of 
Lodi  delivered  a  sermon  on  the  enormity  of 
heresy ;  and  as  the  prelate  finished  his  vindic- 
tive denunciation,  he  pointed  to  the  feeble  vic- 
tim ;  he  turned  to  the  powerful  Emperor  and 
cried  out,  "Destroy  this  obstinate  heretic!" 

A  perfect  silence  reigned  throughout  the  im- 
mense assembly.  Various  proceedings  fol- 
lowed. The  charges  against  Huss  were  read, 
but  he  was  scarcely  permitted  to  reply  to  them. 
He  listened  on  his  knees,  his  hands  raised  to 
heaven.  Once  he  mentioned  aloud  his  safe- 
conduct  that  had  been  so  sliamefully  violated, 
and  turned  his  sad  eyes  upon  the  Emperor. 
A  deep  blush  spread  over  Sigismund's  face ;  he 
was  strongly  moved.  It  is  said  that  long  after, 
when,  at  the  Diet  of  Worms,  Charles  V.  was 
urged  to  violate  Luther's  safe-conduct,  he  re- 
plied, "I  do  not  wish  to  blush  like  my  pred- 
ecessor Sigismund."  Yet  the  anecdote  can 
hardly  be  authentic,  for  Charles  was  never 
known  to  blush  for  any  one  of  his  dishonorable 
deeds.  Sentence  of  degradation  was  next  pro- 
nounced against  Huss.  The  priests  appointed 
for  that  duty  at  once  approached  him,  put  on 
him  the  priestly  robes,  and  then  took  them  off. 
They  then  placed  on  his  head  a  paper  crown, 
on  which  were  painted  three  demons  of  fright- 
ful aspect,  and  on  it  was  inscribed,  "  Chief  of 
the  Heretics."  Huss  said  to  them,  "It  is  less 
painful  than  a  crown  of  thorns."  They  mocked 
liim  with  bitter  raillery,  and  then  led  him  away 
to  execution.^ 

He  went  from  the  church  to  the  place  of  ex- 
ecution guarded  by  the  officers  of  justice.  Be- 
hind him  came,  in  a  long  procession,  the  Em- 
peror, the  Prince  Palatine,  their  courtiers,  and 
eight  hundred  soldiers.  A  vast  throng  of  peo- 
ple followed,  who  would  not  be  turned  back. 
As  Huss  passed  the  episcopal  palace  he  saw 
that  they  Avere  already  burning  his  books,  and 
smiled  at  the  malice  of  his  enemies.  He  was 
bound  to  the  stake,  and  the  wood  piled  up 
around  him.  Before  the  pile  was  lighted  the 
Elector  Palatine  advanced  and  asked  him  to 
recant  and  save  his  life.  He  refused.  He 
prayed,  and  all  the  multitude  prayed  with  him. 
The  fire  was  lighted ;  he  raised  his  arms  and 
eyes  toward  heaven,  and  as  the  flames  ascended 
he  was  heard  joyfully  singing  a  hymn  of  praise. 
Higher,  higher  rose  his  dying  chant,  until  his 
voice  mingled  with  the  songs  of  angels  above. ^ 

All  that  remained  of  John  Huss,  his  ashes, 
his  clothes,  his  furniture,  were  cast  into  the 
Khine,  lest  his  followers  might  preserve  them 
as  relics  of  the  martyr.  But  the  Bohemians 
afterward  gathered  the  earth  on  which  he  suf- 
fered and  carried  it  away.  His  friend,  Jerome 
of  Prague,  was  burned  the  next  year,  by  or- 
der of  the  Council  of  Constance.  A  scholar, 
a  man  of  classic  refinement  and  feeling,  the 
learned  Poggio,  heard  his  eloquent  defense  be- 
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fore  the  council,  witnessed  his  happy  martyr- 
dom, and  declared  that  Jerome  had  revived'  in 
his  genius  and  his  philosophy  the  highest  ex- 
cellence of  Greece  and  Home  :  tlie  modern  pa- 
gan did  not  perceive  how  he  had  surpassed  it. 
Bohemia  has  never  ceased  to  lament  and  honor 
her  gifted  sons,  and  the  world  is  just  becoming 
deeply  conscious  of  what  it  owes  to  IIuss  and 
Jerome  of  Prague,  the  forerunners  of  Luther. 

In  July,  1431,  a  council  assembled  at  Basle 
still  more  revolutionary  in  its  character  than 
that  of  Constance.^  The  Pope,  Eugenius  IV., 
attempted  to  dissolve  the  council ;  the  council 
deposed  the  Pope,  and  elected  another  in  his 
place.  A  long  controversy  followed,  and  a  new 
schism  in  the  lloman  church.  Eugenius  sum- 
moned a  council  of  his  own  adherents,  and  thus 
two  Popes  and  two  councils  contended  for  the 
supremacy  of  the  Christian  world.  But  the 
quarrel  was  terminated  by  the  triumph  of  the 
papal  faction.  At  the  Council  of  Basle  was 
formed  a  temporary  union  between  the  Latin 
and  the  Greek  churches,  which  soon  ended  in 
their  complete  separation.  The  bold  effort  of 
this  great  council  to  control  the  papacy  wholly 
failed,  and  from  its  dissolution  Rome  gained 
new  strength.  Each  succeeding  Pope  enlarged 
his  authority,  defied  public  opinion,  opposed 
every  effort  to  reform  the  church,  and  threw  the 
shield  of  his  infallibility  over  the  vices  and  dis- 
orders of  the  clergy.  The  monks  again  ruled 
mankind.  The  Dominicans  invented  the  Span- 
ish Inquisition,  and  persecuted  heretics  with 
subtle  malice.  Convents  and  nunneries  be- 
came centres  of  corruption,  and  the  favorite 
subject  of  the  satires  of  Chaucer,  of  Rabelais, 
of  Erasmus,  or  of  Luther  is  the  degraded  and 
dissolute  monk. 

At  length  the  Reformation  came.  The  con- 
science of  mankind,  which  had  been  apparently 
forever  suppressed  with  the  martyrdom  of  Huss 
and  Jerome,  found  a  new  expression  in  the 
commanding  genius  of  Luther,  and  the  intel- 
lect of  Europe  awoke  at  his  powerful  summons.^ 
He  dissolved  the  spell  of  monkish  delusion  and 
tyranny.  He  consolidated  into  a  powerful  par- 
ty that  Avide  but  disunited  opposition  which  al- 
most from  the  age  of  Constantine  had  looked 
with  horror  and  shame  upon  the  pride  and  cor- 
ruption of  the  established  church.  The  pure 
and  the  good  of  every  land,  the  spiritual  de- 
scendants of  the  Cathari,  the  Albigenses,  the 
Vaudois,  or  the  Wycliffites  —  tlie  humble  and 
gentle  Christians  of  Bohemia,  France,  and  even 
of  Italy  and  Spain,  now  ventured  to  unite  in  a 
generous  hope  that  tlie  reign  of  Antichrist  was 
over.^  Tradition  and  false  miracles,  the  in- 
dulgences, the  worship  of  images  and  saints,  the 
I  idolatry  of  the  mass,  the  horrors  of  the  monas- 


>  Lenfant,  Council  of  Basle.   Mosheim,  ii.  502. 

2  Pallavicino  (Bibliotheca  Classica  Sacra,  Koma, 
1S4T,  Istoria,  etc.)  thinks  the  Hiipsites  and  the  Wal- 
denses  blots  on  the  fair  face  of  the  church  that  should 
long  a^o  have  been  extirpated,  i.  7'.». 

3  Pallavicino,  i,  V'J.  Sequaci  di  Giovanni  Huss  con 
donnato,  etc. 
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tic  system,  seemed  about  to  pass  swiftly  away 
before  the  voice  of  reason  and  of  conscience ; 
the  pure  faith  and  practice  of  the  Gospel  seemed 
ready  to  descend  again  on  man.  In  the  year 
1540  a  general  and  peaceable  reformation  of 
the  whole  Christian  world  was  possible.  Al- 
ready Spain  itself  was  filled  with  Protestants, 
Italy  was  sighing  for  a  purer  faith,  the  Scrip- 
tures were  studied,  and  reform  demanded  in 
Rome  and  Naples.^  France  was  eager  for  re- 
ligious progress ;  the  vigorous  North  was  al- 
ready purified  and  set  free  ;  and  had  some  wise 
and  gentle  spirit  controlled  the  papal  councils, 
some  pure  Erasmus  or  a  generous  Pole,  and 
from  the  Roman  throne  breathed  peace  and 
good-will  to  man,  an  age  of  unprecedented 
progress  might  have  opened  upon  the  world. 
The  warrior  caste  which  had  so  long  preyed 
upon  the  people  would  have  sunk  into  decay. 
The  priestly  caste  would  have  lost  its  vices  and 
its  pride.  The  industrial  classes,  who  in  Spain, 
Erance,  Italy,  Germany,  formed  the  chief  part 
of  the  reformers,  might  have  risen  to  control 
the  state,  and  Europe  would  have  been  free. 

The  next,  the  last  great  papal  council — the 
most  mischievous  of  them  all — came  to  destroy 
the  rising  hopes  of  mankind.  It  breathed 
war,  not  peace.  It  spread  irreconcilable  enmi- 
ty among  nations.  It  leagued  the  Avarriors  and 
the  priests  in  a  deadly  assault  upon  the  work- 
ing-man. It  declared  war  against  the  factory 
and  the  work-shop,  the  printing-press  and  the 
school.  It  crushed  the  industry  of  Italy  and 
Spain ;  it  banished  the  frugal  and  thoughtful 
Huguenots  from  France ;  it  strove  in  vain  to 
make  Holland  a  desolate  waste,  and  to  blight 
in  its  serpent  folds  the  rising  intellect  of  En- 
gland ;  it  aimed  vain  blows  at  the  genius  of 
Germany  and  the  North ;  it  held  in  bondage 
for  three  miserable  centuries  the  mind  of  the 
decaying  South.  To  the  Council  of  Trent, ^  by 
an  easy  deduction,  may  be  traced  the  great 
war  which  Charles  V.  waged  against  his  Ger- 
man subjects,  and  the  disastrous  crusades  of  his 
son  Philip  against  the  Netherlands  and  Queen 
Elizabeth  ;  the  wild  rancor  of  the  League  and 
the  Guises ;  the  persecutions,  worse  than  those 
of  Diocletian,  of  Louis  XIV. ;  the  Thirty  Years' 
War,  in  which  Wallenstein  and  Tilly  made  half 
Germany  a  blood-stained  wilderness ;  the  fatal 
bigotry  of  Austria  ;  the  tyranny  of  Spain.  It 
was  a  flame  of  discord,  a  harbinger  of  strife ; 
and  to  the  student  of  history  no  spectacle  is 
more  startling  than  that  torrent  of  woe  which 
descended  upon  mankind  from  the  deliberations 
and  the  anathemas  of  a  scanty  gathering  of  bish- 
ops and  Jesuits  in  the  rocky  heights  of  the 
Tyrol. 

In  1542  the  moment  of  hope  had  passed. 


^  Among  the  noted  Italian  reformers  were  Peter 
Martyr,  Bishop  Vergerio  and  his  brother,  his  friend 
Spira.  See  IMiddleton,  Evan.  Biog.,  i.  510;  Sarpi,  i. 
101  et  seq. ;  Ranke,  Hist.  Popes,  i.  70  et  seq. 

^  Concils  vou  Trieut  Canones  und  Beschliisse,  von 
D.  Wilhelm  S.mets,  an  authorized  edition,  gives  all  the 
proceedings ;  Sarpi  and  Pallavicino  the  history. 


The  Pope,  Paul  III.,  decreed  death  to  the  here- 
tic and  the  reformer.  Loyola  and  the  Jesuits 
ruled  at  Rome,  and  the  doctrine  of  passive  obe- 
dience became  the  single  principle  of  the  papal 
faith.  The  Inquisition  was  rapidly  extermin- 
ating every  trace  of  opposition  to  the  hierarchy 
in  Italy ;  a  dead  and  dull  submission  reigned 
in  Venice  or  in  Rome  ;  and  the  papal  mission- 
aries, exulting  in  their  success  at  home,  trusted 
soon  to  carry  the  effective  teaching  of  the  Holy 
Office  into  the  rebellious  cities  of  Germany  and 
the  North.  With  what  joy  would  they  see  Lu- 
ther and  Melanchthon  chained  to  the  stake,  like 
Huss  and  Jerome !  How  proudly  should  the 
papal  legions  sweep  over  the  land  of  Zwingli 
and  the  home  of  Calvin !  With  such  fond  an- 
ticipations a  league  for  the  extirpation  of  here- 
sy w^as  formed  between  the  Pope,  Paul  III., 
and  the  Emperor,  Charles  V.  The  decrees  of 
the  Council  of  Trent  were  to  be  enforced  by  the 
arms  of  the  two  contracting  parties  ;  the  Prot- 
estants of  Germany  were  to  be  the  earliest  vic- 
tims of  the  alliance ;  and  all  who  had  aposta- 
tized from  the  ancient  faith  were  to  be  compelled 
to  return  to  the  bosom  of  the  Holy  See.^  The 
meaning  of  this  fomous  compact  between  the 
bishop  of  Rome  and  the  Emperor  can  not  be 
misunderstood.  It  was  a  project  to  crush  free- 
dom of  thought  and  religious  progress  by  wars 
and  massacre,  the  rack  and  the  stake ;  an  ef- 
fort to  make  the  papal  Inquisition  universal. 

If,  as  has  been  done  by  some  modern  histo- 
rians and  most  of  the  Romish  writers  who  have 
described  the  Council  of  Trent  to  the  present 
age,  we  could  separate  it  wholly  from  the  his- 
tory of  its  period,  and  look  upon  it  merely  as 
the  gathering  of  a  few  bishops  of  more  or  less 
learning  and  piety  anxious  only  to  fix  the  faith 
of  their  church  and  to  define  the  form  of  their 
belief,^  we  might  excuse  its  rash  judgments,  its 
imprudent  conservatism,  and  the  intolerance 
of  its  countless  anathemas ;  we  might  submit 
with  a  smile  to  hear  the  doctrines  of  Luther 
and  the  Bible  pronounced  forever  accursed,  and 
to  be  commanded  to  pay  a  deep  reverence  to 
images  under  the  penalty  of  excommunication  ;^ 
we  might  pardon  the  critical  blindness,  if  not 
the  want  of  taste,  that  placed  the  Book  of  Tobit 
on  a  level  with  the  Gospel  of  St.  John  we 
might  remember  only  as  examples  of  monkish 
superstition  in  the  sixteenth  century  the  at- 
tempt to  chain  the  press,^  to  promote  the  sale 
of  indulgences,^  the  strange  theory  of  the  mass, 
the  feeble  reasoning  on  the  sacraments ;  and 
we  could  admit  that  under  the  irresistible  in- 
fluence of  that  impulse  toward  reform  begun  by 
the  anathematized  heretics,  the  council  strove 
honestly  to  correct  some  of  the  errors  of  the 

J  Robertson,  Charles  V.,  book  viii. 

2  Ilallam,  Lit.  Europe,  ii.  361,  n.,  treats  it  merely  as 
an  intellectual  agent.  He  does  not  allude  to  its  re- 
sults. 

3  Et  nunc  etiam  damnat  ecclesia.  Sessio  xxv.  De 
veneratioue  sanctorum,  etc." 

4  Sessio  iv.    De  Canonicis  Scripturis. 

5  De  LibrisProhibitis,  Reg.  ii.  3  ct  seq. 
Sessio  XXV.   Decretum  de  ludulgeutibus. 
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Romish  church.  But,  unhappily  for  mankind, 
the  Council  of  Trent  had  a  far  less  innocent  pur- 
pose. Its  chief  promoters  were  men  who  had  al- 
ready resolved  on  the  destruction  of  its  oppo- 
nents. Every  member  of  the  synod  knew  that 
the  principles  it  laid  down,  the  practices  it  enjoin- 
ed, were  rejected  and  condemned  by  a  large  part 
of  the  Christian  world  ;  that  they  could  only  be 
enforced  by  fire  and  the  sword ;  that  they  were 
about  to  be  the  occasion  of  a  bitter  war  between 
the  reformers  and  the  papal  faction  ;  that  every 
anathema  uttered  by  the  council  would  be  writ- 
ten in  letters  of  blood  upon  every  Protestant 
land.  Yet  they  proceeded  calmly  with  their 
labors.  They  rejected  every  plan  of  compro- 
mise, every  sentiment  of  mercy.  They  refused 
to  listen  to  the  tolerant  suggestions  of  the  Gal- 
ilean church.  They  obeyed  every  intimation 
of  the  Pope  and  the  Jesuits ;  and  they  were 
plainly  prepared  to  bind  to  the  stake  not  some 
eloquent  Jerome  or  spotless  Huss  alone,  but 
whole  nations  and  generations  of  reformers. 

At  Trent,  among  the  snow-clad  hills  of  the 
Tyrol,  on  the  banks  of  the  rapid  Athesis,  the 
papal  legates  and  a  few  bishops  assembled  in 
December,  1545,  and  Cardinal  Del  Monte,  aft- 
erward Pope  Julius  III.,  presided  at  its  first 
session.  A  second  was  held  in  January,  when 
only  forty -three  members  attended.  At  the 
third,  February  4,  1546,  the  Nicene  Creed  Avas 
recited  with  its  modern  additions.  But  with 
the  fourth  session,  April  18,  1546,  the  business 
of  the  council  began  by  an  authoritative  determ- 
ination of  the  foundations  of  the  Roman  faith  ; 
and  it  was  decided,  in  a  scanty  assembly  of 
forty-eight  Italian,  German,  and  Spanish  bish- 
ops, a  few  cardinals,  and  the  papal  legates,  that 
the  Scriptures  and  tradition,  the  Old  Testament 
with  the  Apocryphal  books,  the  New  Testament, 
and  the  opinions  of  the  fathers,  were  the  equal 
and  the  only  sources  of  religious  knowledge.^ 
But  it  was  carefully  enjoined,  at  the  same  time, 
under  severe  penalties,  that  none  but  the  church 
should  define  the  meaning  of  the  sacred  writ- 
ings. All  private  judgment  was  forbidden  ; 
and  whoever  ventured  to  think  for  himself  was 
to  be  punished  by  the  legal  authorities.'^  Upon 
this  broad  but  unstable  foundation  the  council 
now  proceeded  to  erect  that  religious  system 
which  for  three  centuries  has  ruled  at  Rome. 
The  Pope  was  supreme  at  Trent  through  his 
acute  agents  ;  and  however  vigorous  the  oppo- 
sition might  appear,  every  decision  of  the  as- 
sembly was  prepared  at  Rome,  and  was  carried 
througli  the  council  by  the  controlling  influence 
of  the  legates,  the  Jesuits,  and  the  Italian  bish- 
ops. It  Avas  Paul  III.,  Loyola,  and  Caraffa 
who  spoke  in  the  name  of  the  church. 

The  sessions  continued  until  April,  1547, 
when,  on  the  pretext  that  an  epidemic  disease 
was  prevailing  in  Trent,  the  Pope  issued  a  bull 
transferring  the  council  to  Bologna,  within  his 


1  Sessio  iv.   Dccretiim  de  Cauonicis  Scriptiiris. 
*  Qni  contravenerint — pocnis  a  jure  statutis  puuian- 
tur.    See  Pallaviciuo,  iii.  2G1-2T2. 
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own  territories,  where  it  would  be  more  perfect- 
ly under  his  control.  The  legates  and  the  pa- 
pal party  obeyed  the  mandate,  but  Charles  V. 
ordered  his  German  bishops  to  remain  at  Trent. 
The  schism  continued  until  Paul  died,  when 
his  successor,  Julius  III.,  once  more  convened 
the  assembly  at  Trent. ^  It  remained  in  session 
until  April,  1552,  when  the  success  of  Protest- 
ant arms  in  Germany  and  the  brilliant  exploits 
of  the  Elector  Maurice  drove  the  bishops  in 
alarm  from  their  dangerous  locality.^  The 
council  was  prorogued  or  dissolved ;  and  for 
ten  years  the  doctrines  of  the  papal  church  re- 
mained hidden  undefined  in  the  bosom  of  Rome. 
They  were  years  filled  with  remarkable  events. 
The  order  of  the  Jesuits  became  a  great  power 
in  Europe,  and  its  acute  and  unscrupulous  mem- 
bers had  instilled  into  the  minds  of  princes  and 
priests  the  doctrine  of  passive  obedience  to 
Rome,  and  of  relentless  war  against  heresy. 
Loyola  guided  the  policy  of  the  papal  church. 
In  France  a  war  broke  out  between  the  Hu- 
guenots and  their  oppressors,  of  which  the  re- 
sult was  not  to  be  determined  for  many  years, 
but  which  finally  united  the  French  bishops 
in  hostility  to  reform.  A  great  triumph  was 
achieved  by  the  papal  party  in  England,  that 
was  followed  by  a  signal  overthrow.  Mary 
succeeded  to  the  English  throne,  and  as  the 
wife  of  Philip  II.  gave  back  her  realm,  filled 
with  the  blood  of  the  martyrs,  to  the  i)apal  see. 
But  in  1558  Mary  died  childless,  and  Eliza- 
beth, the  representative  of  a  Protestant  nation, 
defied  the  anathemas  of  the  Pope.  Philip  II. 
was  now  enforcing  the  decrees  of  the  earlier 
Council  of  Trent  on  the  unhappy  Netherlands, 
and  the  Prince  of  Orange  was  about  to  found  a 
new  nation.  Of  the  early  reformers  few  sur- 
vived. Luther  and  Melanchthon  slept  side  by 
side  in  the  castle  church  at  Wittenberg.  Cran- 
mer,  Ridley,  Latimer,  apparently  less  fortunate, 
had  died  like  Huss  and  Jerome.  The  aged 
Calvin  and  his  faithful  Beza  still  ruled  and 
studied  at  Geneva — the  last  of  that  brilliant 
company  who  had  formed  the  day-stars  of  the 
Reformation. 

Pius  IV.,  in  January,  1562,  enforced  the  re- 
assembling of  the  council  at  Trent.  Loyola 
was  dead,  and  the  fierce  Lainez  ruled  over  the 
Jesuits.  A  new  race  of  bishops  filled  the  coun- 
cil. Its  numbers  enlarged ;  its  intellectual 
character  was  respectable ;  but  no  brilliant 
Athanasius,  no  eloquent  Gregory,  appeared  in 
the  ranks  of  the  papal  prelates.  It  sat  for 
nearly  two  years,  and  often  its  fierce  debates 
and  angry  tumults  revived  the  memories  of 
Ephesus  and  Nicc^*  The  French  fjiction,  the 
Spanish,  and  the  papal,  contended  with  u  vio- 
lence that  seemed  at  times  to  threaten  tlie  dis- 
solution of  the  council  and  an  irreparable  schism 
in  the  disordered  church.    The  Spaniards  de- 


1  See  Bulla  Resiimptionis— Julio  TIT.,  Sinets. 

2  Sessio  xvi,    Dcorctum  Suspciisionis,  etc. 

3  Torelhis,  in  Le  Plat,  vii.  205,  ^ives  an  account  of 
a  fray  between  the  Spaniards  and  Italians;  tliey  were 
then  forbidden  to  carry  arms. 
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fended  with  vigor  the  Divine  origin  of  the 
bishops  against  the  claims  of  the  papacy ;  the 
French  suggested  the  superiority  of  the  council 
to  the  Pope,  demanded  the  cup  for  the  laity, 
and  even  advocated  the  marriage  of  the  clergy. 
A  French  embassador,  Du  Ferier,  the  Gregory 
of  Trent,  denounced  with  sharp  satire  the  fee- 
ble superstition  of  the  council,  and  declared  it 
to  be  the  author  of  the  miseries  of  France;^ 
the  corrupt  and  politic  Cardinal  Lorraine,  at 
the  head  of  the  French  delegation,  in  tumid 
speeches  defended  the  Galilean  policy.  Yet 
the  papal  party,  led  by  the  Jesuits,  the  haughty 
Lainez  and  the  busy  Salmeron,  and  sustained 
by  the  superior  numbers  of  the  Italian  bishops, 
succeeded  in  nearly  all  their  objects.^  They 
threw  aside  with  contempt  the  whole  Galilean 
policy  ;  they  taught  perfect  submission  to  the 
papal  rule.  Lainez,  in  the  midst  of  an  excited 
assembly,  declared  that  all  who  opposed  the 
supremacy  of  the  Pope  in  all  things  were  Prot- 
estants in  principle,  and,  with  haughty  looks, 
almost  denounced  his  adversaries  as  heretics. 
The  contest  raged  for  a  time  with  fierce  bitter- 
ness, and  often  the  streets  of  Trent  were  filled 
with,  riot  and  bloodshed  from  the  encounters 
of  the  retainers  of  the  different  factions.  But 
at  length  the  corrupt  Cardinal  Lorraine,  a  true 
Guise,  went  over  to  the  papal  side  ;  the  Spanish 
faction  sank  into  silence  ;  and,  one  by  one, 
the  most  extravagant  dogmas  of  the  medieval 
church  were  incorporated  into  the  creed  of  the 
Romish  clergy.^  From  the  heights  of  Tyrol 
the  fierce  Jesuits  and  monks  threw  down  their 
gage  of  defiance  and  of  hate  to  the  whole  Prot- 
estant world,  and  to  every  project  of  reform. 
They  offered  to  the  heretic  submission  to  the 
Pope  or  death. 

Nothing  was  thought  of  but  traditional  ob- 
servances ;  the  usages  of  Rome  were  preferred 
to  the  plain  teachings  of  the  Scriptures,  Im- 
ages were  declared  sacred,  when  the  whole 
Jewish  and  Christian  theology  had  denounced 
their  use ;  had  commanded  the  soul  to  seek  a 
direct  and  spiritual  union  wdth  its  God,  The 
gentle  lessons  of  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount 
were  transformed  into  an  endless  series  of 
anathemas  that  were  full  of  bitter  malevo- 
lence. The  sacred  feast  of  the  disciples  Avas 
converted  into  a  pompous  idolatry,*  For  the 
Apostles  the  council  showed  still  less  respect 
than  for  the  lessons  of  their  Master.  Instead 
of  the  industry,  temperance,  and  frugality  in- 
culcated by  St.  Paul,  it  advocated  monkish  in- 
dolence and  priestly  intolerance.  It  condemned 
the  marriages  of  the  clergy,  when  St,  Peter  him- 
self, the  fancied  founder  of  the  Roman  church, 
had  been  a  faithful  husband,  and  in  his  mission- 
ary toils  had  been  accompanied  by  his  martyr 
wife  ;^  when  St.  Paul  had  instructed  his  pastors 


1  Pallavicino  notices  with  asperity  the  vigor  of 
Ferier,  xi.  17 ;  xii.  20-23.    Sarpi,  viii.  54,  55, 

2  See  Bungener,  Couucil  of  Trent,  trans.  A  use- 
ful narrative,  455.  ^  Bungener,  627. 

*  Sessio  xxii.   De  Sacrificio  Missie. 

5  1  Corinth.,  ix.  5.    We  might  infer  that  all  the 


or  presbyters  to  be  prudent  husbands  and  fa- 
thers, and  strict  in  the  education  of  their  chil- 
dren ;  when  even  at  the  Council  of  Nice  the 
monkish  observance  had  been  rejected  at  the 
request  of  an  ascetic.  The  invocation  of  Mary 
and  the  saints,  the  worship  of  relics,  transub- 
stantiation  and  interfusion,^  the  use  of  pompous 
robes  and  a  pagan  ritual,  confession,  indul- 
gences, and  endless  modern  observances,  Avere 
enforced  by  dreadful  anathemas,  and  he  who 
ventured  even  to  hesitate  as  to  their  propriety 
was  abandoned  to  the  care  of  the  Holy  Office. 
The  use  of  the  Scriptures  by  the  laity  was  in 
effect  forbidden ;  the  prohibition  was  made 
total  by  succeeding  Popes ;  and  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  Apostle  to  the  believer  to  search 
and  trj  the  grounds  of  his  faith  was  treated 
Avith  contempt  by  his  pretended  successors. 
Conscience  and  freedom  of  thought  were  to 
be  Avholly  suppressed.  On  the  question  of 
the  superiority  of  the  Pope  to  the  council, 
after  long  and  violent  debates,  no  open  de- 
cision AA'as  made ;  but  the  matter  Avas,  in  fact, 
determined  by  the  reference  of  all  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  assembly  to  the  revisal  of  the  Pope. 
As  the  infallible  head  of  the  church  he  Avas  em- 
powered to  reject  or  confirm  every  canon  of  the 
Council  of  Trent. ^ 

Winters  and  summers  had  passed  over  the 
Boman  bishops  for  nearly  eight  years^  in  their 
mountain  fastness,  as  they  groped  amidst  the 
endless  controversies  of  the  fathers  and  studied 
the  acts  of  Chalcedon  and  Nice.  We  admit  at 
least  their  perseverance  and  their  Aveary  toil. 
Trent  and  its  environs  do  not  seem  to  have  been 
always  an  agreeable  residence.  In  autumn  the 
hot  sun  beat  upon  the  narrow  valley.  In  win- 
ter a  deluge  of  snoAv  or  rain  often  poured  doAvn 
upon  the  little  city,  overflowed  the  rapid  Athesis, 
and  SAvept  through  the  watery  streets.*  Disease 
Avas  often  prevalent,^  and  several  eminent  dele- 
gates died,  and  Avere  buried  with  pompous  funer- 
als. The  people  of  the  mountains  were  rude, 
and  not  always  respectful ;  the  women  were 
not  attractive,  and  suffered  from  the  goitre;^ 
AA'hile  the  Avits  of  the  Holy  City,  as  Avell  as  of 
the  Protestant  countries,  followed  the  council 
with  sharp  satires,  and  declared  that  its  inspira- 
tion Avas  brought  in  a  carpet-bag  from  Rome. 
Elizabeth  called  it  a  popish  conventicle.  The 
keen  and  ready  Protestant  controversialists  de- 
nounced it  as  a  band  of  persecutors.  The  Pope 
Avas  enraged  at  its  turbulent  discord ;  and  all  Eu- 
rope longed  for  its  dissolution.  Meantime,  far 
beloAv,  surged  on  the  AA^ave  of  Reformation,  and 
Germany,  France,  and  the  Netherlands  resound- 


Apostles  had  married;  Peter's  Avife  was  martyred. 
Clemens  Alex.,  De  monog.,  8. 

1  Sessio  xvii.  cap.  xi.  For  anathemas  see  Sessio 
xxi.  Can.  i.  ii. ,  Sessio  xiii.  Canon  iii. 

2  Sessio  XXV.    De  fine,  etc. 

3  The  council  sat  nearly  eighteen  years,  but  of  these 
ten  are  included  in  a  prorogation,  besides  the  schism 
at  Bologna.  *  Torellus,  in  Lc  Plat. 

5  An  influenza  sometimes  determined  the  fate  of  a 
proposition  for  reform.    See  Sarpi,  lib.  7. 

6  Torellus,  Le  Plat,  vii.  159-161. 
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ed  with  the  psalms  of  Marot  and  Beza  ;  and  the 
menacing  voice  of  the  enraged  people  often 
reached  the  ears  of  the  drowsy  prelates  at 
Trent.  The  hardy  North  threw  off  the  monk- 
ish rule,  defaced  its  images,  broke  up  the  mon- 
asteries, and  breathed  only  defiance  to  the  cruel 
bigotry  of  the  council.  Mary  of  Scotland,  in  a 
piteous  letter  to  the  legates,  lamented  that  her 
Calvinistic  subjects  would  not  suffer  her  to  send 
bishops  to  the  assembly  of  Antichrist.^  Ger- 
many had  secured  freedom  of  thought  by  the 
valor  of  Maurice  and  the  treaty  of  Passau. 
Geneva,  with  its  twenty-five  thousand  impov- 
erished citizens,  shone  a  beacon  of  light  among 
its  Swiss  mountains,  and  defied  alike  the  ha- 
tred and  the  covetousness  of  France,  Savoy, 
and  the  Pope.  The  Huguenots  were  fighting 
in  France  for  toleration,  and  the  council  sang 
a  joyous  Te  Deum  over  the  ineffectual  defeat 
of  the  Prince  of  Conde.  It  was  time  for  the 
bishops  to  separate. 

The  proceedings  were  hurried  to  an  end. 
Important  matters  of  faith,  affecting  the  desti- 
ny of  immortal  souls,  were  determined  with 
imprudent  haste.  What  could  not  be  decided 
was  referred  to  the  Pope.  A  bishop  of  Na- 
zianzum,  whose  dullness  formed  a  bold  contrast 
to  the  wit  and  pathos  of  the  sainted  Gregory, 
preached  a  farewell  discourse  in  which  he  called 
upon  mankind  to  adore  the  wisdom,  the  clem- 
ency, the  Christian  tolerance  of  the  Council  of 
Trent, ^  A  parting  antiphonal  was  sung;  the 
Cardinal  of  Lorraine,  the  corrupt  and  ambi- 
tious Guise,  intoned  the  praises  of  the  disso- 
lute Charles  V.,  the  immoral  Julius,  the  big- 
oted Pius,  and  all  the  holy  council,  and  pro- 
nounced them  ever  blessed.  The  bishops  and 
cardinals  responded  with  a  loud  concurrence. 
Once  more  the  voice  of  Guise  rang  over  the 
assembly.  Anathema  cunctis  hcei-eticis!  And  all 
the  bisliops  and  cardinals  poured  forth  an  eager 
and  malevolent  response.  Anathema,  anathema  P 
Meanwhile,  in  many  a  humble  cottage  in  the 
neighboring  valleys  of  Piedmont,  the  gentle 
Vaudois,  the  children  of  the  early  church,  were 
singing  Christian  hymns  to  the  good  Saviour, 
and,  accustomed  to  persecution,  prayed  for  free- 
dom to  worship  God.  Scarcely  did  they  hear 
the  curse  invoked  upon  them  from  the  heights 
of  Trent.  Yet  it  was  to  ripen  into  long  years 
of  untold  suffering.  The  poor  and  humble 
were  to  be  torn  in  ])ieces,  tossed  from  their  na- 
tive crags  into  dark  ravines,  cut  with  sharp 
knives,  burned  in  raging  fires  by  the  mighty 
and  the  proud  ;  and  Milton,  in  a  fierce  poetic 
frenzy,  was  to  cry  aloud  to  Heaven  : 

"Avenge,  O  Lord !  thy  slaughter'd  saints,  whose  bones 
Lie  scatter'd  on  the  Alpiue  mountahis  cold." 

Such  was  the  Council  of  Trent ;  and  History 

would  be  unfiiithful  to  its  sacred  trust  —  the 

cause  of  truth  and  of  human  progress — did  it 

not  point  with  unerring  accuracy  to  the  count- 

1  Le  Plat,  vii,  217. 

2  Audite  haec,  omnes  gentes,  auribus  percipitc,  om-  i 
nes  qui  habitatis  orbem.  Smets,  Concils  von  Tricnt,  ! 
201.  3  Smete,  200.  I 


less  woes  that  have  fallen  upon  man  from  the 
dull  bigotry  of  the  papal  bishops.  They  met 
at  a  moment  when  the  European  intellect  was 
strongly  excited  by  a  new  impulse  toward  the 
good  and  the  true;  when  men  longed  for  a 
holier  life,  a  purer  faith  than  had  been  the 
possession  of  their  fathers.  They  gave  them 
instead  war  and  bitter  strife,  the  doctrine  of 
persecution,  the  visions  of  the  Middle  Ages.  It 
is  sometimes  said  that  a  reaction  in  favor  of  the 
Koman  church  followed  upon  the  Council  of 
Trent,  and  that  the  reformers  Avere  driven  back 
from  their  Southern  conquests  to  their  strong- 
holds in  the  North.  They  lost,  indeed,  Bohemia 
and  the  south  of  Germany,  the  Netherlands  and 
France.  But  neither  of  these  triumphs  of  the 
council  was  an  intellectual  one ;  its  doctrines 
were  nowhere  accepted  unless  enforced  by  pow- 
erful armies  and  the  slow  prevalence  of  the  Holy 
Office.  The  followers  of  Huss  were  extirpated 
in  Bohemia ;  the  Vaudois  were  slaughtered  on 
their  mountains ;  Philip  II.  revived  the  medie- 
val church  on  the  ruins  of  Antwerp  and  Ghent ; 
the  decrees  of  the  Council  of  Trent  were  only 
triumphant  in  France  when  Louis  XIV.  de- 
stroyed Port  Royal,  and  banished,  with  terri- 
ble persecutions,  the  gifted  Huguenots. 

For  a  brief  period  England  was  ruled  by  the 
earlier  decisions  of  the  famous  council,  and 
Mary  enforced  the  faith  in  tradition  by  the 
fires  of  Smithfield.  But  not  even  the  specta- 
cle of  Latimer,  Ridley,  or  Hooper  perishing  at 
the  stake  could  convert  a  nation  that  preferred 
the  teachings  of  the  Scriptures  to  those  of  the 
fathers  of  Trent.  England  shook  off  the  yoke 
of  the  schismatic  council  with  fierce  abhor- 
rence. Her  vigorous  intellect  refused  to  sub- 
mit to  a  monkish  rule;  and  soon  a  Shakspeare, 
a  Bacon,  a  Milton,  and  a  Johnson  proved  that 
no  medieval  foe  to  genius  enslaved  the  fortu- 
nate land.  Throughout  all  Northern  Germany 
the  free  school  met  and  bafiled  the  theory  of 
persecution.  Colleges  and  universities  suc- 
ceeded to  the  monastery  and  the  cathedral, 
and  the  land  of  Luther  repelled  the  dogmas 
of  the  Council  of  Trent.  The  Latin  races 
Avere  less  fortunate.  For  three  centuries  Italy 
and  Spain  have  slumbered  under  the  monkish 
rule.  Every  anathema  of  the  unsparing  coun- 
cil has  been  enforced  upon  their  unliappy  peo- 
ple ;  the  press  has  been  silenced,  the  intellect 
depraved  ;  industry  had  nearly  died  out ;  the 
Inquisition  lingered  long  after  it  had  been  par- 
tially suppressed  in  other  lands  ;^  and  swarms 
of  monks  and  friars  encouraged  indolence  and 
sapped  the  purity  of  nations.  But  within  a  few 
years  even  Italy  and  Spain  have  revolted  against 
the  decrees  of  the  Tridentine  Council,  The  peo- 
ple of  the  two  most  Catholic  lands  have  destroy- 
ed the  monastic  system,  established  freedom  of 
thought,  of  religion,  and  of  the  press,  and  have 

1  The  Spanish  Inquisition  burned  a  poor  woman  for 
sorcery  as  late  as  1T80.    See  IJourgoanne,  Travels  in 
Spain,  i.  chap.  ;5.    In  lOSO  an  auto  da  f ;  was  looked 
!  upon  as  a  glorious  spectacle— a  festal  scene  for  the 
i  faithful. 
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plainly  made  themselves  liable  to  the  severest 
anathemas  chanted  in  the  cathedral  of  Trent. 

But  while  the  people  in  every  land  have  thus 
rebelled  against  monkish  tyranny,  the  priests 
and  the  Pope,  the  only  legal  representatives  of 
the  Komish  church,  have  proclaimed  their  un- 
changeable adhesion  to  the  decrees  of  their  last 
great  council.  To  them  the  free  school  and 
the  free  press  are  as  odious  as  they  were  to 
Lainez  and  Del  Monte.  To  them  the  mon- 
astery is  as  dear  as  it  was  to  Gregory  and  Je- 
rome. They  still  heap  anathemas  upon  the 
married  clergy ;  they  refuse  the  cup  to  the 
laity ;  they  bow  to  the  graven  image ;  of  the 
duty,  of  persecution  for  opinion's  sake  they 
speak  as  openly  as  in  the  days  of  Loyola,  and 
they  modestly  suggest,  with  their  historian, 
Pallavicino,  that  had  the  doctrine  been  more 
vigorously  applied  to  Luther  and  Calvin,  as 
well  as  to  Jerome  and  Huss,  the  medieval 
church  would  yet  .have  reigned  triumphant  in 
every  land.^  They  still  assert  the  supreme  au- 
thority of  the  Holy  See,  the  boundless  infalli- 
bility of  the  Pope.  But,  in  reply  to  their  ex- 
travagant assumptions,  the  surging  Avaves  of 
Reformation  have  swept  over  Europe,  and  at 
length  the  decrees  of  the  Council  of  Trent  are 
only  received,  in  their  full  enormity,  within  the 
walls  of  the  city  of  Rome.  There  a  shadow  of 
the  Inquisition  is  still  maintained  ;  there  the 
press  and  the  school  are  still  jealously  watch- 
ed ;  there  no  heretical  assembly  is  permitted ; 
there  monks  and  monasteries  abound  ;  there 
the  true  Roman  and  patriot  is  shot  down  with 
the  chassepot  rifle ;  and  the  Supreme  Pontiff, 
enthroned  over  an  enraged  and  rebellious  peo- 
ple, there  summons  his  priestly  legions  to  a  final 
council  of  the  papal  church. 

It  will  meet  under  strange  and  disheartening 
auspices.  Amidst  the  shadowy  grandeur  of 
decaying  Rome,  yet  not  far  from  the  Forum, 
the  birth-place  of  modern  and  ancient  progress, 
where  freedom  was  once  on  every  tongue ;  sur- 
rounded by  a  populace  eager  to  revive  the 
institutions  of  Cicero,  the  faith  of  St.  Paul ; 
hemmed  in  by  the  rising  liberties  of  new-born 
Italy,  and  trembling  before  the  open  hostility 
of  every  Italian  patriot,  and  of  Italy's  heroic 
son ;  saved  only  from  his  generous  rage  by  a 
foreign  legion,  and  perhaps  by  transatlantic 
alms  ;  a  waif  from  the  faded  wreck  of  medieval 
tradition  and  a  dying  past^  the  Pope  will  hold 
counsel  Avith  his  bishops.  It  may  be  hoped 
that  the  place,  the  time,  the  genius  of  the 
scene  will  enter  into  their  deliberations ;  that 
the  Pontiff,  Aveary  of  his  temporal  rule,  may 
Avillingly  bestOAv  upon  Rome  that  liberty  of 
speech  and  thought  Avhich  it  enjoyed  in  the 
days  of  Cato  and  Fabricius;^  that  the  Roman 
church,  humbled  and  repentant,  may  lament 


1  Pallavicino,  i.  79,  describes  the  opponents  of  the 
Roman  Churcli  as  picciol  gregge  cl'nomini  rustic!  e 
idiotici  che  eran  reliquie  o  degli  autichi  Waldesi,  etc. 
He  could  not  concei\'e  of  a  Christian  unless  great  and 
powerful. 

2  Pius  IX.,  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  promised 


the  Avoes  it  once  inflicted  upon  Huss  and  Je- 
rome, the  simple  Vaudois,  and  the  reformers 
of  every  land  ;  that  it  may  seek  absolution  for 
its  guilt  from  Christianity  and  from  civilization 
by  an  open  condemnation  of  the  doctrine  of 
persecution  ;  that  Pope  and  priests  may  aAvake 
from  their  barbaric  dream  of  infallibility  and 
priestly  pride,  and  rise  to  the  practical  eleva- 
tion of  benevolence,  holy  charity,  and  lo\'e.  In 
this  Avay  only  can  they  atone  for  the  long  and 
cruel  tyranny  of  the  temporal  power,  the  fatal 
influence  of  the  spiritual. 

But  should  the  Pope  and  his  council  still 
continue  to  defy  the  conscience  of  mankind, 
and  refuse  to  repent  of  their  errors  in  the  past ; 
should  they  still  maintain  their  selfish  policy  of 
sacrificing  the  Avelfare  of  nations  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Holy  See ;  still  teach  persecution, 
and  struggle  for  political  poAver;  should  they 
strive  to  control  the  politics  of  France  and  En- 
gland, the  elections  of  Ncav  York,  or  the  revo- 
lutions of  Mexico  ;  should  they,  to  maintain  the 
poAA'er  and  the  infallibility  of  their  church,  seek 
.to  SOAV  anarchy  in  republics  and  tyranny  in 
monarchies,  to  plunge  Europe  once  more  in 
bloodshed  and  America  in  civil  Avar — then  Avill 
History  summon  its  oecumenical  council  from 
the  distant  ages  to  overAvhelm  the  feeble  malice 
of  Rome  ;  then  will  the  mighty  shades  of  Huss 
aiid  Jerome  rise  from  the  blue  Avaters  of  the 
Rhine ;  then  the  countless  martyrs,  Avho  seem 
to  have  sprung  up  from  their  ashes  around  the 
shores  of  the  beautiful  river,  Avill  join  in  the  sa- 
cred assembly  ;  then  the  tortured  Vaudois,  the 
children  of  the  early  church,  Avill  aAvaken  on 
their  mountains,  headless,  eyeless,  scarred  by 
the  persecutor's  fire  ;  then  Dante  shall  aim  once 
more  his  undying  anathema  against  Rome,  or 
Milton  cry  aloud  to  Heaven  for  vengeance  ;  then 
Avill  Luther  and  Melanchthon,  linked  by  a  com- 
mon sentim.ent,  rise  side  by  side  from  the  church- 
yard of  Wittenberg,  and  judgment  Avill  be  given 
against  unrepentant  Rome. 

*  We  have  thus  imperfectly  revicAved  the  story 
of  the  A'arious  councils.  We  might  scarcely 
admit,  Avith  the  saintly  Gregory  Nazianzen,  that 
no  good  result  can  ever  floAv  from  an  assembly 
of  bishops.  Nicaja  taught  a  lesson  of  compar- 
ative moderation.  The  genius  and  the  hones- 
ty of  the  two  Gregories  relieved  the  dullness  of 
the  synod  of  Constantinople.  Ephesus  has  be- 
come notorious  for  the  vigorous  orthodoxy  of 
Cyril.  Chalcedon  Avas  moderate  and  independ- 
ent. Yet  it  is  Avorthy  of  notice  that  the  purest 
as  AA'cU  as  the  AAisest  of  the  sacred  synods  AA'as 
the  first ;  that  its  members,  chastened  in  pov- 
erty and  persecution,  still  retained  something 
of  the  Apostolic  dignity  and  grace  ;  and  that  the 
Christian  Avorld,  still  free  and  self-respecting, 
had  not  yet  been  forced  to  look  Avith  disappoint- 
ment and  shame  upon  the  ambition  and  the 
vain  pretensions  of  its  spiritual  chiefs. 


a  free  press  and  liberty  of  speech  to  Rome.  See  Facts 
and  Figures  from  Italy,  1847,  p.  131  et  seq.  He  con- 
cludes it  by  denying  both. 
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THE  OLD  FAIRY  JOANNA. 

I AM  sure,  to  see  her,  nobody  would  have  be- 
lieved her  a  fairy,  for  she  was  tall  and  bony, 
and  squinted  a  little,  not  to  mention  a  terrible 
furrow  between  her  eyebrows,  which  might  be 
owing  to  the  same  cause  as  the  squint,  namely, 
a  weakness  of  her  visual  organs,  but  had  so 
much  the  look  of  ill  temper  that  any  body  would 
have  been  excusable  for  calling  it  that. 

And  her  name  was  Joanna — Briggs  by  way 
of  a  clencher ;  and  though  at  one  time  in  my 
life  I  was  tolerably  Avell  versed  in  fairy  lore,  I 
never  heard  of  an  elfin  monarch  with  a  name 
like  that ;  but,  to  be  sure,  a  fairy  might  be  sup- 
posed to  have  the  right  to  call  herself  Joanna 
Briggs  if  she  pleased,  though  I  am  certain  I 
would  not  if  I  were  in  her  place.  Old  Joanna 
was  a  fairy — there  was  no  doubt  of  that,  and  a 
very  potent  one  too,  though  she  might  in  the 
eyes  of  the  uninitiated  have  seemed  an  angular 
spinster,  past  forty-five,  with  a  front  tooth  gone, 
hands  that  resembled  claws  more  nearly  than 
was  agreeable,  a  voice  that  was  almost  a  deep 
bass,  and  a  habit  of  whistling  ancient  melodies 
very  much  out  of  time  and  tune. 

By  a  single  stroke  of  her  wand  she  could 
rear  a  palace  as  splendid  as  Aladdin's,  and  fur- 
nish it  much  more  comfortably  than  any  house 
in  his  day,  for  the  genii  of  this  age  have  a  great 
deal  better  ideas  in  the  matter  of  easy-chairs. 
With  a  single  blink  of  her  green  eyes  she  could 
fill  a  great  rambling  asylum  with  poor,  helpless, 
decrepit  people,  and  relieve  them  of  care  for  the 
rest  of  their  lives.  She  could  found  churches, 
and  cause  roads  to  be  laid  for  iron  steam-devils 
to  run  on.  If  the  whim  had  seized  her  she  could 
have  turned  a  desert  into  a  blooming  garden, 
and  converted  the  island  of  Cuba  into  a  private 
yacht ;  and  I  do  not  remember  any  old  fairy  or 
enchanter  in  the  whole  range  of  Fancy's  chroni- 
cles, Norse  or  Oriental,  Avho  could  do  so  much. 

It  was  only  ignorant  people,  living  beyond 
the  pale  of  civilization — say  forty  or  fifty  miles 
out  of  Gotham — who  were  ignorant  of  her  might, 
or  would  have  dreamed  of  disputing  the  fact 
that  she  was  a  fairy  of  the  most  powerful  order. 
Every  body  was  afraid  of  her,  and  petted  and 
courted  her,  and  laughed  when  she  condescend- 
ed to  make  a  joke,  and  offered  her  dinners, 
which  she  abused  without  the  slightest  scruple, 
and  went  down  in  the  dust  before  her.  She 
was  an  odd  old  fairy,  and  liked  to  dabble  in  the 
business  of  ordinary  mortals  ;  and  those  who 
knew  said  that  she  Avas  frequently  to  be  seen  in 
a  dreadful  part  of  the  enchanted  city  Avhich  all 
prudent  people  avoided,  where  great  fat  ogres 
lay  in  wait  in  a  Wall  to  crunch  the  bones  of  the 
unwary  to  the  sound  of  a  church  bell  that  rang 
at  the  head  of  the  dangerous  pass.  But  old 
Joanna  was  not  a  bit  afraid,  and  the  ogres  were 
always  wonderfully  polite  to  her.  The  fiercest 
and  fattest  of  them  would  rush  out  of  his  den  at 
the  approach  of  her  chariot  wheels,  and  pros- 
trate himself  before  her  with  such  humility  that 
the  soles  of  his  shoes  stuck  straight  up  as  if  he 


were  an  unfortunate  INIussulman  ready  to  be 
bastinadoed. 

But  with  all  her  greatness  the  old  fairy 
Joanna  did  not  seem  to  be  particularly  happy, 
nor,  though  she  lived  among  men  and  women, 
did  she  appear  to  like  the  race  mucli,  for  she 
reviled  people  without  mercy ;  and  very  often,  in 
the  midst  of  one  of  those  great  dinners  Avhich 
she  was  invited  to  share,  she  would  break  out 
upon  her  host  and  the  satellites  he  had  gathered 
to  do  her  honor,  and  tell  them  plain  truths  in  a 
fashion  which  nobody  but  a  fairy  would  have 
ventured  to  do.  Behind  her  back  a  good  many 
of  her  Avorshipers  had  a  habit  of  calling  her  a 
Avitch  ;  but  she  could  not  have  been  that,  for  ev- 
ery body  Avho  is  in  the  least  learned  knoAvs  that 
Avitches  Avere  a  very  inferior  set  of  beings,  and 
rode  on  broomsticks,  Avhich  Avas  a  vulgar  amuse- 
ment, Avhereas  fairies  had  magnificent  char- 
iots and  prancing  steeds,  like  old  Joanna  ^  and 
her  sleeky  fat  coachman  looked  sly  and  smooth 
enough  to  have  been  the  original  rat  Avhich  Cin- 
derella's godmother  turned  into  a  charioteer, 
and  I  think  it  quite  possible  that  the  old  fairy 
Joanna  bought  him  of  her  elfin  sister  after  Cin- 
derella married,  and  had  the  prince's  lackeys  at 
her  beck  and  call. 

She  liA-ed  in  an  immense  palace  on  the  hill  at 
the  top  of  Gotham,  and  had  rooms  full  of  gold 
and  velvets  and  pictures,  and  more  beautiful 
things  than  I  could  name  in  an  hour;  and  she 
ate  her  luncheon  off  a  silver  plate,  and  very 
often  scolded  her  slaves  ferociously  Avliile  she 
Avas  doing  it,  and  said  they  Avanted  to  ruin  her 
with  their  extravagance,  and  that  she  believed 
they  cooked  and  devoured  more  good  things 
doAvn  in  the  dungeons  Avhere  they  Avere  confined 
than  they  brought  to  her.  Sometimes  she  Avent 
about  dressed  in  purple  and  fine  linen ;  at  others, 
for  days  together,  she  Avould  Avear  a  dreadful, 
moth-eaten,  broAvn  robe,  and  a  speckled  shawl, 
and  a  bonnet  so  old  that  it  Avas  a  mere  grinning 
idiot  of  a  bonnet,  Avith  tremendous  flaps  to  it 
that  bobbed  about  her  head  in  a  perfectly  im- 
becile manner.  She  ahvays  Avhistled  fierce, 
warlike  tunes  Avhen  she  Avas  dressed  in  that  ar- 
ray, and  people  were  more  afraid  of  her  than 
at  any  other  time,  for  she  Avould  frequently  re- 
fuse then  to  help  them  a  bit,  and  had  been 
known  to  turn  a  bishop  out  of  doors,  and  send 
any  quantity  of  strong-minded  Avomen  off  Avith 
their  ears  tingling  from  her  sharp  Avords.  The 
ogres  Avho  congregated  in  holes  in  the  Wall  Averc 
in  mortal  terror  Avhen  she  came  among  them  in 
one  of  those  fits,  I  can  tell  you ;  and  the  Avay 
she  made  them  account  for  the  shekels  she  had 
placed  in  their  hands  Avas  very  confusing.  Very 
frequently  she  Avas  reported  to  have  shaken  her 
right  chiAv  in  the  faces  of  the  fattest,  and  threat- 
ened to  shut  them  up  in  a  great  Avhite  castle  on 
a  river  above  Gotham,  reminding  them  that 
more  than  one  of  their  brethren  Avas  confined 
there  already  by  a  grim  old  tyrant  called  Law, 
who  had  his  eye  on  the  ogres,  Avhen  he  Avas  wide 
awake  enough  to  keep  it  open.  Fortunately  for 
tliem  this  did  not  often  happen,  for  he  had  lived 
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a  great  many  thousand  years  and  grown  some- 
what lazy,  and  if  the  ogres  were  content  to  be 
quiet  about  crunching  the  bones  of  their  vic- 
tims, he  generally  let  them  alone.  But  they 
w^ere  a  rapacious  race,  and  sometimes  one  would 
turn  cannibal  and  try  to  eat  up  one  of  his  breth- 
ren ;  then  there  was  a  pretty  outcry,  and  all  the 
rest  used  to  bewail  themselves  as  hapless  inno- 
cents, and  howl  lustily  for  Law  to  come  to  their 
rescue. 

This  old  Joanna  was  a  tough  old  Joanna  to 
deal  Avith ;  there  was  no  doubt  of  that,  though 
it  seemed  much  easier  for  people  who  told  her 
the  exact  truth ;  but  somehow  most  persons 
could  not  remember  that,  or  perhaps  they 
could  not  learn  to  tell  the  truth  at  all — it  is 
so  long  since  the  accomplishment  has  been 
much  taught  among  mortals.  The  conse- 
quence was  that,  year  by  year,  Joanna  ap- 
peared to  believe  less  and  less  in  any  body, 
and  grew  more  satirical  and  bitter,  just  as  she 
did  more  yellow  and  wrinkled ;  and  her  gold 
seemed  to  have  an  effect  the  reverse  of  that 
the  philosopher's  stone  possessed,  for  it  turned 
every  thing  it  touched — I  should  say  every  body 
— to  dross. 

I  might  not  be  so  particular  in  detailing  these 
things  only  that  I  know  they  are  very  original. 
Old  fairies  like  Joanna,  discontented  and  mis- 
erable in  spite  of  their  treasures  and  power,  are 
seldom  met  with  in  this  world,  or  ogres  or  en- 
chanted princesses ;  so  I  am  sure  you  will  be 
glad  to  hear  about  them  all;  for  there  is  an  en- 
chanted princess  coming  into  my  story.  Here 
she  is. 

The  old  Joanna  -was  fairy  godmother  to  her; 
a  young  princess  of  barely  eighteen ;  a  pretty, 
sweet-voiced,  bright-haired  creature  too,  but 
somehow  with  a  sadder  look  than  a  princess 
ought  to  wear  at  that  age  ;  a  sly  manner,  a  little 
thin  and  white,  like  a  plant  that  has  been  kept 
where  it  is  too  dark  and  too  cold.  I  think  that 
was  exactly  what  ailed  our  princess — mentally, 
I  mean — and  her  very  soul  had  got  chilled  there- 
by. 

Meta  Haverstraw  she  was  always  called  ;  for 
in  a  glorious  republic,  governed  by  a  wise  Con- 
gress that  never  makes  mistakes  and  never  gets 
drunk,  princesses  are  not  allowed  to  retain  their 
titles  except  in  private.  Congress  can  not  alFord 
to  let  any  body  be  titled  but  itself,  unless  as  a 
badge  of  servitude,  like  that  given  the  white  ele- 
phant, Avhich  once  in  four  years  it  shuts  up  in  a 
dreary  old  cavern,  and  names  President,  that  it 
may  always  have  a  creature  to  abuse  and  poke 
sticks  at.  You  might  think  the  other  white  ele- 
phants would  get  out  of  the  way  after  seeing  how 
the  prisoner  is  treated  ;  but  they  never  seem  to 
learn  wisdom.  When,  at  the  end  of  the  four 
years,  Congress  turns  the  captive  out  of  the 
cavern,  so  riddled  and  sore  that  he  can  scarce- 
ly move,  all  the  animals  of  its  kind  bellow  and 
kick  each  other  aside,  and  each  tries  to  be 
caught  and  chained  in  the  cave.  I  note  this 
as  an  interesting  item  in  regard  to  the  race  for 
the  benefit  of  future  naturalists. 


But  the  princess — pretty  little  Meta  !  Her 
father  was  an  immense  brass  steam  Boiler — I 
mean,  he  owned  a  great  establishment  where 
all  sorts  of  brazen  monsters  were  made — and 
he  was  almost  as  rich  as  the  old  fairy  Joanna 
herself.  He  was  a  very  ugly  Boiler  indeed, 
and  his  voice  sounded  as  grulf  and  ill-temper- 
ed as  if  his  chest  was  lined  with  copper,  and  I 
believe  it  was,  or  with  something  harder.  His 
wife  w^as  a  brown  silk  Pin-cushion ;  she  could 
walk  a  little,  and  eat  and  sleep  a  great  deal ; 
indeed,  she  looked  rather  overstuffed ;  but  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  she  was  a  Pin-cush- 
ion. There  were  several  sons  and  daughters, 
most  of  them  married  now ;  but  there  was  nei- 
ther prince  nor  princess  among  the  number  be- 
sides Meta;  and  I  always  thought  they  must 
have  stolen  her,  for  I  can  not  understand  how 
they  ever  came  by  her  honesth\ 

I  am  almost  ashamed  to  tell  you  where  they 
lived — it  is  only  the  fact  of  the  Boiler's  being  so 
rich  that  gives  me  courage  to  mention  it.  The 
castle  was  in  a  part  of  Gotham  where  civilized 
people  dread  to  set  foot ;  not  near  Murray  Hill, 
but  away  off  down  in  a  narrow  street  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Bleecker — a  dull,  dismal  street 
with  rows  of  sleepy-looking  houses  on  either 
side,  which  have  been  left  there  and  forgotten 
as  well  by  Trade,  that  fumes  and  frets  near  at 
hand,  as  by  Fashion,  who,  in  the  days  of  our 
grandmothers,  condescended  to  dwell  in  those 
very  mansions  which  now  the  mighty  lady  could 
hardly  find,  unless  she  were  well  paid  for  it. 

The  Boiler  had  lived  in  the  house  when  he 
was  a  boy — though  it  was  difficult  to  believe  he 
had  ever  been  one — and  he  could  not  be  induced 
to  move  into  a  more  Christian  locality.  There 
had  been  nothing  new  in  the  house  for  the  last 
thirty  years  except  the  children ;  so  the  great 
rooms  had  a  rather  threadbare  appearance, 
though  the  furniture  was  heavy  and  carved,  and, 
I  dare  say,  had  cost  a  very  pretty  penny  in  its 
day.  In  that  house  they  ate  breakfast  at  seven 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  winter  and  summer, 
dined  at  half  past  two,  and  had  tea  at  six  or  a 
little  after — a  mode  of  living  enough  to  turn  a 
delicate  stomach  ;  but  the  Boiler  was  obstinate, 
and  as  for  the  Pin-cushion,  so  she  could  eat  oft- 
en enough,  little  she  cared  about  the  times  and 
seasons.  The  Boiler  believed  that  young  peo- 
ple should  be  strictly  brought  up,  with  not  too 
much  amusement  and  less  society,  and  should 
"  do  something  for  their  keep  ;"  and  many  a  set 
of  towels  had  the  princess  hemmed  with  her 
own  pretty  fingers.  The  elder  daughters  had 
married  rich  monsters  of  the  same  type  as  their 
father. 

One  son  remained  a  bachelor  and  lived  at 
home,  assisted  in  the  business,  and  was  more 
wheezy  and  brassy  than  his  parent.  There  had 
been  another  son,  but  h6  was  seldom  mentioned 
— he  had  gone  to  the  devil,  and  it  was  not  prop- 
er to  talk  about  a  young  man  who  had  done 
that.  Of  course  it  must  have  been  his  own 
fiiult,  for  the  Boiler  reared  his  family  on  prin- 
ciples at  least  as  old  as  i\\Q  Maijjiowei- — "Early 
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to  bed  and  early  to  rise;"  "Give  children  an 
inch  and  they  will  take  an  ell ;"  "  A  change  of 
tasks  is  the  best  play;'*  "Always  believe  that 
a  boy  lies  unless  he  can  prove  that  he  is  telling 
the  truth,  then  whip  him  for  contradicting  his 
elders;"  and  so  on,  through  a  longer  list  than 
I  have  room  to  set  down  or  am  wise  enough  to 
remember. 

Old  Joanna  was  rather  fond  of  her  god- 
daughter— perhaps  I  might  say  very  fond — only 
she  had  learned  to  distrust  humanity  so  gener- 
ally that  she  hid  every  evidence  of  weakness  as 
carefully  as  she  could.  She  went  to  the  castle 
at  regular  intervals,  to  solemn  feasts  which  the 
Boiler  devised  for  her  honor ;  but  she  invaria- 
bly quarreled  with  him,  and  never  scrupled  to 
talk  to  his  face  about  his  meanness,  and  once 
Avent  so  far  as  to  get  into  a  rage  and  tell  him 
outright  that  it  was  no  wonder  his  son  elected 
to  go  to  the  devil — it  was  all  his  fault,  and  she 
should  think  any  body  would  go  any  where  to 
get  rid  him.  Now,  though  the  Boiler  loved 
money,  and  hoped  that  the  old  fairy  would  leave 
a  good  big  lump  to  her  goddaughter,  he  was  a 
very  obstinate  Boiler,  and  almost  as  much  accus- 
tomed to  plain  speaking  as  Joanna  herself.  So 
they  had  something  of  a  quarrel,  and  old  Jo- 
anna would  have  liked  him  the  better  for  his 
spirit,  but  unfortunately  some  imp  whispered  in 
his  ear  that  he  had  better  relent  on  account  of 
her  shekels,  and  the  instant  he  attempted  to 
soften  his  rough  speeches  out  burst  old  Joanna. 

"You're  as  mean  as  the  vest  of  the  world," 
quoth  she,  "  for  all  you  have  millions,  and  know 
they  can't  make  any  body  happy  ;"  and  out  of 
the  house  she  dashed,  mowing  like  the  Witch 
of  Endor,  and  looking  like  a  thunder-cloud. 

Hence  it  happened  that  full  three  months 
passed  without  her  going  to  the  castle,  and  she 
only  saw  Meta  twice  or  three  times  when  she 
came  to  call ;  then  not  alone,  for  the  Pin-cush- 
ion was  with  her,  stuffed  full  of  diamond 
brooches  which  stuck  up  like  wens.  But  the 
last  time  old  Joanna,  being  a  sharp-eyed  creat- 
ure, noticed  that  the  little  princess  looked  pale 
and  sad,  and  for  a  day  or  two  after  she  could 
not  get  the  child's  altered  appearance  out  of 
her  mind.  At  last  she  mounted  into  her  char- 
iot and  clattered  off  down  Murray  Hill,  mak- 
ing ugly  mouths  at  the  world  in  general,  any 
body  might  have  thought,  though  she  was  only 
muttering  to  herself.  As  she  had  seen  fit  to 
put  on  a  bonnet  manufactured  exactly  ten  years 
before,  and  a  velvet  cloak  which  had  belonged 
to  her  grandmother,  you  may  be  sure  she  was 
a  wonderful  and  fearful  object  to  contemplate, 
and  I  could  not  undertake  to  answer  for  the 
consequences  if  any  expectant  mother  of  a  fam- 
ily had  happened  to  meet  her. 

She  was  in  a  bad  state  of  mind,  there  was  no 
doubt ;  she  upbraided  her  slaves  dreadfully  be- 
fore she  went  out,  and  declaring  that  they 
wished  to  ruin  her  by  their  extravagance, 
would  take  nothing  for  breakfast  but  oat-meal 
gruel  and  a  long  fiery  prayer  out  of  a  great 
book  that  some  Puritan  got  up  a  century  ago; 


and  I  am  sure  either  article  of  food  by  itself 
was  enough  to  make  even  a  fairy's  stomach 
turn  a  little  sour.  Her  chariot  was  stopped 
at  the  corner  of  a  dangerous  thoroughfare  and 
the  ignoble  Bleecker  by  a  street  car,  and  old 
Joanna  was  so  much  enraged  at  the  delay  that 
she  fairly  shook  her  stick  out  of  the  Avindow ; 
but  the  car  did  not  heed,  and  an  evil-minded 
boy  sitting  on  the  curb-stone  mocked  her  with 
nose-invested  thumbs,  at  which  Joanna  began 
to  laugh,  and  threw  him  some  money.  She 
was  so  sick  of  smooth  speeches  that  I  suppose 
a  little  impudence  was  rather  refreshing  than 
otherwise. 

She  reached  the  grim  castle,  and  down  her 
footman  got  from  his  lofty  seat,  and  played  a  war 
march  on  the  door-knocker,  looking  so  gorgeous 
and  big  that  he  might  have  been  taken  for  the 
king  of  giants.  An  ugly  dwarf  of  a  w^oman  ap- 
peared, and  he  spoke  to  her  in  a  very  lofty 
way ;  but  if  she  wanted  revenge  she  had  it,  for 
when  he  returned  to  the  chariot,  old  Joanna 
opened  the  door  so  suddenly  against  him  that 
he  tumbled  across  the  wheel. 

"  Are  these  your  manners  ?"  cried  the  irate 
fairy.  "  I'll  charge  you  for  dirtying  my  livery ! 
Next  time  you  speak  to  a  woman  old  enough 
to  be  your  mother,  standing  on  people's  door- 
steps, take  your  hat  off."  . 

The  gorgeous  footman  looked  painfully  sub- 
dued, and  stood  first  on  one  foot,  then  on  the 
other,  and  raised  first  one  hand,  then  its  fellow, 
as  if  some  place  on  his  person  hurt,  and  he 
wanted  to  soothe  it  by  a  little  dextrous  manip- 
ulation, but  did  not  dare. 

"The  man's  an  idiot!"  grumbled  Joanna, 
with  an  awful  frown.    "Why  don't  he  speak  ?" 

"The  madam  is  out,"  moaned  the  muddy 
footman. 

"  Old  fool  of  a  Pin-cushion  !"  muttered  Joan- 
na. "Speak  when  you're  bidden,  Sir,"  added 
she  ;  "I'm  going  in — help  me  out.  Sir  !  Aren't 
you  ashamed  of  your  appearance.  Sir  ?  If 
you'te  torn  your  clothes,  I'll  have  a  gutta-percha 
suit  for  vou,  and  tell  the  tailor  to  glue  it  fast, 
Sir!" 

The  giant  looked  frightened  at  the  aAvful 
threat,  as  well  he  might,  and  helped  his  mis- 
tress up  the  steps  without  venturing  to  offer  a 
single  excuse  ;  but  he  took  his  feelings  out  in  a 
dreadful  glare  at  the  old  woman  in  the  door- 
way, who  gave  vent  to  a  chuckle,  and  whis- 
pered behind  Joanna — 

"Pride  shall  sit  in  the  mud— he,  he  !  There's 
a  boy  at  the  corner  with  a  blacking-brush." 

"Send  my  goddaughter  to  me,"  ordered 
Joanna,  striking  her  stick  on  the  floor  as  fero- 
ciously as  if  she  meant  to  summon  up  a  whole 
troop  of  demons  if  her  commands  were  not 
obeyed  on  the  instant,  and  marched  into  a  dtdl 
old  room  that  smelled  of  leather  on  account  of 
the  hangings  and  chair  coverings,  which  felt 
clammy  to  the  touch,  as  if  they  knew  they  had  a 
bad  smell,  and  got  into  a  perspiration  from  em- 
barrassment thereat. 

Presently  the  little  princess  came  in,  look- 
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ing  as  pretty  as  possible,  though  there  were 
traces  of  tears  about  her  eyelids,  as  sharp  old 
Joanna  saw  at  once. 

"  Hallo,  Hop-o'-my-thumb  !"  said  she ;  "how 
do  you  do  ?" 

"I  am  very  well,  godmother,  and  I  am  glad 
to  see  you." 

"I  doubt  that,"  said  Joanna;  "so  kiss  me 
on  my  nose  by  way  of  penance — I've  neuralgia 
every  where  else  in  my  face.  And  why  haven't 
you  been  to  see  me?" 

"I — I  haven't  been  any  where  lately,"  re- 
turned the  poor  princess,  hanging  down  her 
head  till  her  bright  curls  covered  her  face  as 
if  she  had  thrown  a  veil  of  gold-thread  over  it. 

"And  why  haven't  you  ?"  demanded  Joanna. 

"I  don't  quite  know — I — " 

"There,  don't  stammer;  if  you're  tongue- 
tied  I'll  take  you  to  a  surgeon.  And  don't  tell 
any  stories — I  hate  'em." 

*'I  don't  tell  stories,"  retorted  the  princess, 
"  and  I  do  know  wliy  I  didn't  come — because 
I  didn't  wish  to  go  any  where  or  see  any  body — 
there  I"  And  she  nodded  her  head  and  set  her 
lips  hard  together  to  keep  from  crying. 

"Good  I"  pronounced  Joanna,  patting  her 
shoulder.  "Kiss  me  again — on  my  nose.  I 
did  want  to  go  somewhere,  and  I  wanted  to  see 
you,  so  I'm  here.    "Where's  the  Pin-cushion  ?" 

"Mamma  has  gone  to  spend  the  day  with 
sister  Jane — Jane  has  got  a  little  baby,  and  oh  ! 
godmother,  it  has  red  hair!" 

"Serves  'em  right — I'll  send  it  a  lead  comb, 
and  that's  all  it  will  ever  get  out  of  me.  I  sup- 
pose the  old  dragon  is  doAvn  in  his  shark's  nest, 
as  usual,"  said  the  fairv,  not  in  the  least  par- 
ticular about  confusing  her  metaphors. 

"I  don't  think  you  ought  to  speak  to  me  of 
papa  and  mamma  in  that  disresjiectful  way," 
said  the  princess,  opening  her  big  blue  eyes  in 
a  very  solemn  manner. 

"  Bah  !  They  call  me  Old  Squinty  before 
you,  I  know — don't  contradict!" 

"I  don't  contradict,"  said  the  princess.^ 

"  But  you're  right  to  stand  up  for  them,  little 
pigeon.  Now  sit  down.  I  came  on  purpose 
to  see  you.  What  makes  your  eyes  so  red? 
Now  don't  say  you've  a  cold  in  your  head,  be- 
cause you  haven't,  and  you  know  it." 

"Are  my  eyes  red  ?"  asked  the  princess,  try- 
ing to  speak  as  if  she  were  exceedingly  sur- 
prised. . 

"As  a  ferret's,"  replied  Joanna;  "and  you 
can't  be  a  ferret,  you  know." 

"I  wish  I  Avas,"  cried  the  princess,  "or  a 
caterpillar  under  a  gooseberry -bush,  or  any 
thing  poor  and  insignificant." 

She  began  to  sob,  and  distressed  Joanna  very 
much ;  for  the  old  fairy  could  not  bear  tears 
when  she  perceived  that  they  were  real  ones. 

"Bless  me,  don't  cry!"  exclaimed  she. 
"Smell  of  this!"  She  meant  to  hand  her 
scent  bottle,  but  in  her  haste  she  stuck  her 
open  snuff-box  under  the  princess's  nose,  and 
made  her  sneeze  violently.  "Do  you  good, 
any  way.    There,  don't  you  feel  better?" 


"Oh,  tehee!  tehee!"  howled  the  princess, 
and  began  to  laugh  and  sob  all  at  once ;  then 
suddenly  dried  her  eyes,  and  sat  up  as  stiff  as 
a  little  stone  image. 

"  I'm  making  a  fool  of  myself,"  snapped  she. 

"You're  not  used  to  snuff,"  replied  Joanna. 
"This  room  smells  like  a  shoemaker's  shop — 
your  mother's  grandfather  was  a  shoemaker. 
I  Avonder  if  he  haunts  the  house?" 

"The  way  papa  goes  on  lately,"  said  the 
princess,  "you'd  think  all  our  ancestors  wore 
gold  crowns  on  their  heads,  and  sat  on  ivory 
thrones." 

"Ancestors!"  repeated  Joanna;  "you  nev- 
er had  any.  Your  grandfather  got  rich  and 
built  this  house,  but  I  doubt  if  he  ever  had  a 
father.    Pooh,  don't  tell  me !" 

"It's  papa  says  it." 

"If  he  says  it  to  me  I'll  shut  him  up  in  one 
of  his  own  boilers,  and  put  the  lid  on  !"  exclaim- 
ed Joanna.  "  But  that's  not  what  you've  been 
crying  about." 

"  Oh,  it's  only  that  I'm  silly — don't  mind  me. 
What  a  dreadful  old  bonnet,  Miss  Joanna!" 

"Never  you  mind  my  bonnet!  Do  you 
think  I  am  going  to  waste  my  substance  on 
finery,  Miss  Impudence  ?" 

"But  you've  lots  and  lots  of  handsome 
things — " 

"And  I  mean  to  keep  them  so;  that's  why 
I  wear  the  old  ones,"  interrupted  Joanna. 
"  Where's  your  manners,  talking  about  your  vis- 
itor's clothes  ?" 

"  But  you  always  say  you  hate  polite  people, 
and  call  them  deceitful." 

"Don't  serve  up  my  own  speeches  to  me ;  I 
can  sjjeak  for  myself,  you  little  yellow-headed 
serpent !  I  suppose  you  think  you're  pretty, 
you  small,  pink-cheeked  simpleton!" 

"  Oh,  I  don't  care !"  cried  the  princess.  "  I 
did,  but  I  don't  any  more.  I  might  as  well 
have  the  small-pox  now." 

"Here's  resignation!"  quoth  Joanna,  pre- 
tending to  laugh,  but  looking  a  good  deal  trou- 
bled the  Avhile. 

"I'm  not  a  bit  resigned!"  exclaimed  the 
princess,  slapping  her  little  white  hands  to- 
gether. "Not  a  bit,  and  I  won't  be — I  a'Ow  I 
won't!" 

"You  outrageous  ounce  of  mortality!  what 
do  you  mean  ?" 

"I  mean  what  I  say — just!  I  shall  do  as 
they  tell  me — I  must — but  I'll  not  be  resigned ! 
They  think  I  don't  see  what  they're  at,  but  I 
do ;  and  old  Dodson  may  come  and  come  till 
he's  grayer  and  uglier  than  he  is  now,  but  I'll 
never  speak  to  him,  not  if  they  turn  me  out  of 
doors." 

By  this  time  she  quite  lost  her  breath,  and 
had  to  sob  again,  but  controlled  herself  as  soon 
as  she  could.  Old  Joanna  took  several  pinches 
of  snuff  in  rapid  succession,  and  tapped  the 
princess's  head  softly  with  her  knuckles,  drop- 
ping brown  powder  on  the  bright  hair  uncon- 
sciously. 

"Now  tell  it  all  out  from  beginning  to  end," 
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said  she  ;  "  I  came  on  purpose  to  hear  the  whole 
story." 

"  Who  told  you — how  did  you  knoAv  ?"  de- 
manded the  princess, 

"  Of  course  I  saw  there  was  something  wrong 
the  last  time  you  came  to  see  me ;  I  waited, 
thinking  you  would  come  up  and  tell  me  what 
was  the  matter ;  but  as  you  did  not,  I  came  to 
you,  for  I  like  you,  little  spider,  better  than  I 
do  most  people." 

"  Do  you  really  ?  I  wanted  to  tell  you — but 
I  was  afraid  !  Oh,  dear  godmother,  I  am  very 
wretched — I'm  the  most  miserable  girl  in  exist- 
ence." 

Joanna  smiled  a  little  at  that,  but  was  care- 
ful not  to  let  the  princess  see  that  she  did. 
"Meta,"  said  she,  suddenly,  "you're  in  love." 
The  princess  hid  her  face. 
"Who  told—" 

But  old  Joanna  cut  her  beginning  short, 
"  Wiiy,  you,  of  course  !    Do  you  think  I'm  a 
bat  ?    Now  who  is  it — not  old  Dodson,  I  con- 
clude ?" 

"  That  nasty  old  thing — looks  as  if  he  was  cut 
out  of  wood  all  in  one  piece,  except  his  Avig !" 

"That  settles  him.  Now  who  is  it?  Hurry 
up,  because  the  Pin — I  mean  your  mother,  may 
come  back." 

But  the  princess  could  not  "hurry  up,"  and 
it  took  a  long  while  to  get  the  story  out,  but  it 
was  clear  to  Joanna  at  last.  There  was  a  hand- 
some young  clerk  in  her  father's  establishment 
— only  arrived  three  months  before,  and  the 
Boiler  had  made  quite  a  pet  of  him  and  invited 
him  to  the  house,  and  the  little  princess  had 
Allien  over  ears  in  love  with  him.  But  the 
young  man  seemed,  from  her  account,  to  be  a 
very  honorable  fellow,  though  he  was  poor,  and 
when  he  found  he  could  not  live  any  longer 
without  telling  her  that  he  loved  her,  he  did  it ; 
but  never  gave  her  a  chance  to  say  a  word,  and 
darted  off  like  a  man  in  a  tragedy.  And  he 
had  been  straight  to  the  Boiler  and  told  him 
the  truth,  and  the  Boiler  w\as  in  an  awful  rage, 
and  forbade  him  the  house,  which  was  not  nec- 
essary, and  upbraided  the  princess,  and  brought 
old  Dodson  there  four  days  in  the  week. 

"  He  would  have  discharged  Mr.  Owenson — " 

"Mr.  who?"  interrupted  Joanna,  for  she 
never  troubled  herself  about  etiquette  when 
she  was  excited. 

"Mr.  Owenson," repeated  the  princess — "only 
it  was  you,  dear  godmother,  who  got  him  the 
place — I  did  not  hear  that  till  since  he  stopped 
coming  to  the  house.    Do  you  know  him  ?" 

"Dare  say  not,  I'm  always  getting  people 
places — more  fool  I !" 

"I  never  heard  him  mention  vou." 

"Why  should  he?" 

"But  if  you  got  him  the  place — " 

"Oh,  there!  And  so  you  love  this  young 
fellow,  and  are  determined  to  be  miserable  ?" 

"No,  godmother;  I  don't  wish  to  be  silly. 
But  it  is  of  no  use  for  me  to  promise  to  forget 
him,  because  I  can  not :  I'll  not  see  him  or  talk 
of  him — but  I  can't  help  thinking." 


"  Humph  !"  said  old  Joanna. 

"As  for  marrying  any  body  else,  I  never 
will,"  proceeded  the  princess,  in  a  firmer  voice. 
"Papa  thinks  me  a  baby,  but  I  can  see  clearly 
what  they  are  all  at !  Oh,  godmother,  isn't  it 
wicked  of  them  to  want  me  to  marry  that  wood- 
en old  man — selling  me  because  he  is  rich  ?" 

"Well,"  said  Joanna,  in  a  candid  voice, 
"any  sort  of  husband  is  bad  enough,  but  I 
agree  with  you  that  a  wooden  one  would  be 
the  worst  of  all." 

She  did  her  best  to  comfort  the  little  princess, 
and  promised  her  that  at  least  she  would  do  ev- 
ery thing  she  could  to  keep  them  from  torment- 
ing her  about  old  Dodson. 

"I  can  never,  never  be  grateful  enough," 
sobbed  the  princess. 

"Pooh!"  said  Joanna.  "As  for  this  little 
romance,  why  that,  perhaps,  you'll  get  over  in 
time — nobody  could  help  you  there — of  course  it 
would  be  insanity  on  your  fathers  part  to  allow 
any  such  nonsense  to  go  on." 

"Just  because  Mr.  Owenson  is  poor!  Oh, 
godmother,  what  a  hard,  cruel  Avorld  this  is  I" 

"Some  people  find  it  so,"  replied  Joanna, 
dryly. 

"  I'll  wait — I'll  be  true  to  him,"  cried  the 
princess  ;  "  I'll  live  an  old  maid  for  his  sake." 

"Some  people  do,"  repeated  Joanna,  in  the 
same  tone.  "  Better  to  end  here,  and  be  done  ; 
if  you've  any  dead  to  bury,  do  it  and  be  done ! 
I  once  knew  a  girl  who  was  not  allowed  to  mar- 
ry the  man  she  wanted,  and  she  agreed  to  wait 
for  hira  in  spite  of  her  father ;  and  the  young 
man  went  off  to  India — for  it  was  a  good  many 
years  ago,  and  in  those  days  people  went  to  In- 
dia to  make  fortunes — " 

' '  And  she  waited  ?    Oh,  what  a  brave  girl !" 

"Very  brave — yes,  she  Avaited." 

"  And  he  got  rich  and  came  back  ?"  demand- 
ed the  princess,  much  interested. 

"lie  got  rich  and  came  back,"  repeated  Jo- 
anna. 

"And  married  her — how  pretty!" 

"I  didn't  say  that." 

"Do  tell  me  the  w^hole — I  like  to  hear." 

"  She  waited,  this  girl — she  was  a  silly  thing, 
and  very  fond  of  the  man,  and  thought  herself 
much  wiser  than  her  father.  When  he  had 
been  gone  a  year  she  came  of  age,  and  a  rel- 
ative died  suddenly  and  left  her  a  great  for- 
tune—" 

"A  great  fortune !"  interrupted  the  princess. 
"She  wrote  to  her  lover  to  come — I  know." 

"Yes,  she  wrote;  she  had  just  finished  her 
letter,  and  was  sealing  it,  when  the  post  came  in 
with  an  Indian  letter  for  her." 

"From  her  lover?"  asked  the  princess,  her 
great  eyes  purple  with  excitement, 

"From  her  lover,"  said  Joanna;  and  very 
oddly  her  voice  sounded  each  time  that  she 
turned  herself  into  an  echo. 

"Whatwasit— Avhatdid  he  say?"  questioned 
the  princess,  as  much  al)sorbcd  in  tlie  story  as 
if  it  had  been  the  work  of  some  great  romancer. 
"  Was  it  a  beautiful  letter,  begging  her  not  to 
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wait  for  money,  but  to  let  him  come  for  her  at 
once  ?" 

"Well,  it  was  very  poetical,"  said  Joanna, 
slowly,  rubbing  her  nose,  "  there  was  no  doubt 
of  that.    But  he  didn't  exactly  say  that." 

"What  then — what  did  he  say,  godmother?" 

"  The  gist  of  all  his  fine  blank-verse  was,  that 
ho  found  waiting  and  poverty  very  troublesome 
— he  thought  it  would  be  wrong  to  keep  her 
bound  so  long,  and,  just  to  end  matters,  he  had 
married  a  rich  widow — that  was  all." 

"The  poor  girl,  the  poor  girl!"  moaned  the 
princess.  "What  a  dreadful  wretch  he  was, 
godmother  I" 

"  I  think  most  people  would  have  called  him 
very  wise  ;  you  see  he  never  dreamed  of  her  in- 
heriting an  independent  fortune,"  said  Joanna. 

"  But  what  did  the  poor  girl  do,  godmother  ?" 

"  Oh !  the  girl  ?  I  don't  rightly  know  ;  I 
have  heard  that  she  went  into  a  brain-fever, 
and  made  a  goose  of  herself  generally,"  re- 
plied the  old  fairy,  taking  a  pinch  of  snuff  out 
of  her  box. 

"But  did  she  die?" 

"Well — yes — I  think  she  died  ;  there  might 
have  been  a  sort  of  mummy  left  that  people 
called  her ;  but,  on  the  whole,  I  think  she  died," 
answered  Joanna,  finishing  her  snuff  with  a 
tremendous  racket,  and  dusting  her  fingers  care- 
fully on  her  handkerchief. 

The  little  princess  stole  one  look  at  her  god- 
mother's face,  and  never  asked  another  question. 
She  even  tried,  like  an  artful  puss,  to  lead  the 
conversation  toward  pleasanter  subjects,  and 
told  the  old  fairy  amusing  stories  about  some 
friends  her  father  had  lately  entertained  at  din- 
ner, and  mimicked  the  peculiarities  of  each 
guest  in  a  very  wicked  manner. 

Finally,  Joanna  said  that  she  must  go  away ; 
and  bidding  the  princess  be  a  good  child,  she 
kissed  her  half  a  dozen  times  at  least — a  non- 
sensical performance  in  which  young  Owenson 
might  have  been  expected  to  indulge,  if  he  had 
got  a  chance,  but  was  very  surprising  on  the 
part  of  the  fairy. 

"I  sha'n't  forget  you,  poppet,"  said  she, 
"and  I'll  do  my  best  to  invent  some  means  for 
scaring  off  old  Dodson." 

"Never  mind  me!"  cried  the  princess,  he- 
roically ;  "  I'm  not  worth  bothering  about — but 
it's  very  kind  of  you,  godmother." 

"  Bah  !  never  was  kind  in  my  life — not  even 
to  myself,"  said  old  Joanna. 

"  That  makes  it  all  the  nicer  of  you  to  be 
kind  to  other  people,"  persisted  the  princess, 
and  she  kissed  the  fairy's  wrinkled  hand,  from 
Avhich  the  glove  had  been  removed  for  conven- 
ience in  snufl:-taking.  It  was  too  absurd  to  be 
possible,  but  it  really  seemed  as  if  the  silly  little 
princess  pitied  her  elfin  godmother  in  spite  of 
her  gold  and  power. 

"  Aren't  you  sometimes  lonesome,  living  all 
by  yourself  in  that  great  palace  ?"  she  inquired, 
timidly,  as  the  fairy  tweaked  her  little  royal 
nose  with  the  withered  fingers  those  fresh  lips 
had  just  pressed. 


"What  a  monkey  for  asking  questions!" 
exclaimed  old  Joairtia;  but  she  did  not  seem 
angry.  "  I'll  tell  you  a  secret,  poppet !  I  think 
of  building  a  beautiful  castle  up  in  the  clouds, 
and  carrying  you  off  to  live  with  me  in  it." 

"Oh,  that  would  be  splendid!"  laughed  the 
princess.  "I'll  go  to  sleep  and  dream  about 
it." 

"Do,"  said  the  fairy.  "And  noAv  good-by, 
little  one ;  don't  let  me  see  any  more  shadoAvs 
in  those  blue  eyes,  else  you'll  get  so  blind  you 
can't  look  at  my  cloud  palace." 

Then  old  Joanna  went  away  ;  but,  before  go- 
ing home,  she  drove  about  a  good  deal,  and 
paid  several  visits  among  her  slaves,  the  ogres, 
and  they  thought  the  world  must  be  coming  to 
an  end,  she  was  so  mild  and  amiable. 

That  evening  young  Owenson  was  sitting 
alone  in  his  poor  narrow  chamber,  away  up  un- 
der the  roof  of  a  great  black  caravansera,  and 
life  looked  very  dismal  indeed  as  he  i)eeped  out 
at  the  clouds  from  his  eyrie.  He  was  thinking 
of  the  beautiful  princess  whom  he  should  never 
see  again,  unless  when  he  caught  sight  of  her 
getting  out  of  her  carriage,  or  sitting  in  the  op- 
era box  she  would  have  after  they  sold  ner  to 
old  Dodson,  with  Dodson's  diamonds  blazing  on 
her  forehead,  and  only  making  her  dear  face 
sad  and  Avan.  He  Avas  groAving  more  gloomy 
and  desperate  every  moment,  Avhen  one  of  the 
soiled  demons  doomed  to  spend  his  life  i)lod- 
ding  up  and  doAvn  the  stairs  of  the  caraAansera 
entered  Avith  a  letter.  Young  Owenson  stared 
at  the  epistle  in  great  astonishment,  for  there 
was  nobody  to  Avrite  him  letters,  and  from  whom 
it  came  he  could  not  imagine.  At  last  he  re- 
flected that,  if  he  Avished  to  find  out  Avho  sent 
it  and  Avhat  it  Avas  about,  he  had  better  tear  it 
open  ;  so  he  did,  and  this  Avas  Avhat  he  read  : 

"Your  mother  Avas  my  half-sister;  she  chose  to 
quarrel  Avith  me  Avhile  you  Avere  a  baby,  and  I  never 
saAv  her  after,  because  I  ahvays  let  people  take  their 
OAvn  course— if  it  leads  them  aAvay  from  me,  that's  not 
j  my  business. 

"When  you  came  here  from  California  tAvo  years 
ago  I  happened  to  see  you,  and  found  out  Avho  you 
Avere.  Since  that  I  have  been  able  to  assist  you  a  lit- 
I  tie  about  finding  business,  and  have  become  convinced 
!  that  you  are  a  really  honorable,  sensible  fellow,  and 
I  the  breed  is  scarce.  I  AA'ant  you  to  come  up  to  my 
!  house  to-night,  and  see  one  of  the  ugliest  old  Avomeu 

j  you  ever  set  eyes  on.  Joanna  Briggs." 

I 

A  couple  of  days  later  John  OAvenson  resign- 
ed his  situation  in  the  Boiler's  establishment; 
and  it  so  happened  that  the  very  same  morn- 
ing the  old  fairy  Joanna  appeared  in  the  Boil- 
er's private  counting-room. 

"This  is  unexpected,  indeed,"  said  the  Boil- 
er, boAving  and  scraping,  "and  the  greater 
pleasure  therefor." 

"Humbug!"  quoth  the  fairy. 

"And  hoAv  does  my  dear  friend  do?"  asked 
the  Boiler,  Avith  a  grimace  that  he  thought  Avas 
a  smile ;  but  smiles  found  themseh^es  so  ill  at 
ease  on  his  face  that  they  AA'oidd  not  come  if  he 
tried  to  persuade  them.  "  Hoav  does  my  dear 
friend  do  ?" 

"What  does  the  troublesome  eld  cat  AA'ant, 
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you  mean.  Always  say  what  you  mean,  Josiah 
Haverstraw." 

"Ha,  ha!  Tond  of  your  little  joke — fond 
of  your  lit-tle  joke,"  said  the  Boiler,  as  hesi- 
tatingly as  if  he  hated  even  to  give  up  words. 

"If  it  costs  nothing,  I  am  ;  so  are  you." 

' '  Ex-actly,  ex-actly, "  said  the  Boiler,  thought- 
fully, and  glared  at  her  from  under  his  bushy 
eyebrows,  as  if  trying  to  make  out  what  she 
would  be  at.  But  he  might  as  well  have  glared 
at  the  sphinx, 

"I  have  come  to  make  a  proposal,"  ob- 
served Joanna. 

"Yes — a  proposal — yes!  Pretty  sure  to  be 
a  sensible  one  if  it  comes  from  you.  Miss  Jo- 
anna," returned  the  Boiler,  rubbing  his  hands 
slowly  together,  as  if  he  already  felt  a  lump  of 
the  fairy's  gold  between  them. 

"Time  will  tell,"  snapped  she;  "so  you 
needn't  turn  prophet  in  your  old  age,  Josiah 
Haverstraw. " 

"But  first  you  must  tell  me  what  the  pro- 
posal is,"  said  the  Boiler,  bowing  as  graciously 
as  if  she  had  paid  him  a  compliment. 

"  I  want  your  daughter  to  marry  my  nephew," 
blurted  out  the  ancient  elf. 

The  Boiler  stood  stupefied  with  astonish- 
ment. 

"Why — why — I  didn't  even  know  you  had  a 
nephew,  Miss  Joanna." 

"  Well,  I  have — half  a  one — it  w^as  not  nec- 
essary you  should  know  it  before." 

"Ah — yes.  And  this  nephew — half  a  one, 
did  you  say  ?" 

"I  did,"  returned  Joanna,  but  stared  at  him 
in  such  a  dreadful  way  that,  for  the  life  of  him, 
he  did  not  dare  ask  what  she  meant ;  so  after  a 
little  he  hazarded : 

"A — a  fortune,  I  suppose?" 

"A  business  Avorth  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  my  good  will,  and  not  a  penny  to  Meta 
from  me  unless  she  marries  hi.m  •  now  you  have 
my  ultimatum." 

"She  goes  to  the  point,"  cried  the  Boiler, 
admiringly  ;  "  always  to  the  point  she  goes." 

*'I  wish  it  was  sharp  enough  to  stick  into 
you,"  muttered  Joanna. 

"  Hey  ?"  said  the  Boiler,  afraid  she  might  be 
muttering  about  money,  and  eager  not  to  miss 
the  w^ords. 

"  I  say  you've  got  my  ultimatum,  Josiah 
Haverstraw;  and  now  I  Avant  yours." 

"  My  dear  lady — my  respected  friend !  This 
is  so  very  sudden — so  exceedingly  abrupt — a 
little  time." 

"Two  hundred  thousand  down,  and  a  house 
ready  furnished  on  Murray  Hill — not  a  penny 
otherwise,"  pronounced  Joanna. 

"At  least,"  said  the  Boiler,  "I  should  be 
charmed  to  see  your  nephew  at  my  house — to 
consult  with  my  wife — " 

"A  Pin-cushion!"  broke  in  the  fairy.  "Fid- 
dlededee!" 

The  Boiler  had  no  idea  what  she  meant,  and 
looked  helpless  and  nearly  imbecile.  He  rubbed 
his  spiky  hair,  and  added  : 


"I  should  be  delighted,  of  course,  if  the 
young  people  took  a  fancy  to  each  other,  and 
if  Mr.— really,  I  think  my  dear  friend  omitted 
to  mention  the  young  gentleman's  name." 

"  Isn't  my  name  Briggs?"  demanded  Joanna, 
Avrathfully.  "I  hope  it's  good  enough  for  any 
body." 

"A  very  good  name,"  returned  the  Boiler, 
obsequiously;  "it's  got  a  rich  sound— a  rich 
sound." 

"Don't  repeat  like  a  starling,"  snarled  the 
fairy.  "  Now  see  here ;  I'm  in  a  hurry.  I 
want  to  settle  this  business  in  exactly  ten  min- 
utes." 

They  talked  in  earnest  then,  and  before  old 
Joanna  left  the  room  every  thing  was  arranged 
as  she  had  wished.  But,  oddly  enough,  she 
seemed  out  of  temper  because  the  Boiler  con- 
sented so  readily  to  her  plans ;  and  while  driv- 
ing home  she  called  him  a  great  many  unpleas- 
ant names  in  a  conversation  she  held  with  some 
unseen  familiar,  and  declared  that  he  Avould  sell 
his  soul  for  money — if  he  had  one,  which  she 
doubted. 

That  evening  the  fairy  chariot  drove  down 
to  the  castle  to  convey  the  princess  up  to  din- 
ner at  the  palace. 

"  Company,"  wrote  old  Joanna.  "  So  curl 
your  wig,  poppet,  and  get  into  your  prettiest 
white  dress." 

The  princess  obeyed  the  summons,  and  look- 
ed as  lovely  as  a  princess  well  could  w'hen  she 
entered  the  great  drawing-room,  wliere  the  fairy 
was  seated  in  wonderful  state,  having  put  on  a 
new  black  velvet  robe  in  honor  of  the  occa- 
sion. 

"So  here  you  are,"  said  she,  turning  the 
princess  round  and  round ;  "  very  well,  pop- 
pet." 

"You  said  there  was  company,  godmother." 

"There  will  be.  Sit  down.  I've  been  to 
see  your  father  to-day."  (Great  surprise  on 
the  part  of  the  princess.)  "  I  have  rid  you  of 
old  Dodson  forever."   The  princess  skipped  for 

joy- 

"You  dear  godmother!"  cried  she,  hugging 
Joanna  till  the  old  fairy  creaked. 

"Hear  me  out,"  continued  Joanna,  crossly, 
pushing  her  away  as  if  she  did  not  like  to  be 
made  to  creak  unexpectedly.  "  He  always  ex- 
pected me  to  leave  you  money.  I've  told  him 
I'd  not  do  it  unless  you  married  my  nephew."' 

Up  started  the  princess  in  a  fury. 

"You  wicked,  wicked  woman!  And  you 
want  to  sell  me  too !  After  pretending  to  be 
sorry  for  me,  and  getting  me  to  tell  you  the 
truth — oh,  how  could  you  be  so  Avicked  ?" 

"  Marry  my  nephew,"  persisted  the  fairy. 

"  I  Avon't !  I  hate  him  !  I'd  sooner  marry 
old  Dodson!" 

"Marry  my  nephcAV,"  Avas  all  the  aggrava- 
ting sprite  would  say. 

"  Never ! "  cried  the  princess.  "  I'll  die  first ! 
I'll  take  poison  !  Let  me  go  home  !  I'll  never 
come  into  your  house  again !  I'll  never  speak 
to  you!" 
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She  threw  herself  on  a  sofa  and  hid  her  face 
in  the  cushions,  sobbing  bitterly  and  uttering 
a  great  many  frantic  protestations.  Old  Jo- 
anna trotted  across  the  room,  opened  the  doors 
into  another  apartment,  and  beckoned  some- 
body in. 

"Meta,"  she  said,  as  softly  as  if  she  had 
found  another  voice;  "look  up,  Meta."  She 
went  close  to  the  sofa,  lifted  the  head  with  its 
glory  of  golden  hair,  and  laughed  aloud.  ''So 


you  won't  marry  my  nephew,  you  naughty  girl  ? 
Very  well ;  send  him  away  yourself." 

Meta  looked,  and  thought  she  must  be  mad 
or  dreaming;  for  there,  beside  the  old  fairy 
Joanna,  stood  the  true  prince,  his  face  beauti- 
ful with  smiles — the  face  of  John  Owenson. 
Another  instant,  and,  with  a  laugh  that  was  a 
sob  and  a  sob  that  was  a  laugh,  the  old  fairy 
took  herself  out  of  the  room  for  a  while.  Her 
part  in  the  story  was  done. 
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XII. 


THE  prairie  Indians,  who  are  probably  as 
expert  equestrians  as  the  Bedouin  Arabs, 
always  go  into  battle  well  mounted,  and  when 
properly  armed  are  most  formidable  enemies. 
Formerly,  when  these  people  possessed  no  fire- 
arms, but  were  solely  dependent  on  the  bow 
and  arrow,  which  has  a  very  limited  effective 
range,  they  were  far  inferior  to  the  Avhite  man 
in  action ;  but  now  that  they  are  well  provided 
Avith  rifles  and  revolvers  this  difference  has 
greatly  diminished,  if  not  entirely  disappeared. 
And  why  should  not  this  be  the  case  ?  The 
prairie  warrior  has  sufficient  courage,  and  is  an 
adept  in  the  art  of  war  as  taught  and  practiced 
in  the  school  of  his  ancestors.  He  has  made 
this  his  study  from  childhood,  and  has  learned 
all  the  arts,  manoeuvres,  and  subterfuges  neces- 
sary to  prosecute  a  successful  partisan  Avarfare ; 
and  although  his  strategy  may  not  in  all  re- 
spects coincide  with  the  teachings  of  Vauban 
or  Mahan,  yet  when  we  arc  forced  to  make 
war  upon  them  we  are  compelled  to  adopt  a 
portion  of  their  tactics  or  make  failures. 

One  of  the  reasons  why  the  Indians  fight  so 
desperately  when  hard  pressed  may  be  attrib- 
utable to  the  fact  that  they  have  the  utmost 
horror  of  being  taken  prisoners  and  held  in 
captivity.  They  themselves  make  slaves  of 
their  captives,  and  they  have  no  other  concep- 
tion of  the  condition  of  a  prisoner  of  v/ar  save 
that  of  the  most  abject  and  degrading  bond- 
age, Avhich  to  them  is  more  repulsive  than 
death. 

Some  years  ago  our  troops  in  Western  Texas 
captured  a  party  of  Indians  belonging  to  a 
band  that  had  stolen  Government  animals,  and 
among  them  was  a  chief  who,  with  his  wife  and 
two  children,  were  detained  as  hostages  while 
the  others  were  sent  out  and  required  to  bring 
back  the  depredators  with  the  stolen  stock. 

The  chief  and  his  family  were  put  into  a 
tent  guarded  by  two  sentinels,  who  were  in- 
structed to  keep  a  vigilant  watch  over  them 
and  prevent  their  escape. 

One  dark  night,  after  every  thing  about  the 
camp  had  become  hushed  and  quiet,  and  the 
squaw  and  her  children  were  fast  asleep,  the 
chief  took  his  knife,  and,  noiselessly  crawling  to 
their  bedside,  drove  it  to  the  hilt  in  the  breast 


of  each  in  rapid  succession.  After  which  he 
jumped  to  his  feet  like  lightning,  leaped  through 
the  door,  lighting  upon  the  astounded  sentinel, 
whom  he  thrust  to  the  heart  with  his  knife, 
and  giving  a  terrific  war-whoop,  bounded  away 
into  the  darkness ;  but  before  he  Avas  out  of 
range  the  other  sentinel  fired,  and  finished  the 
bloody  tragedy  by  dropping  the  murderer  dead 
in  his  tracks. 

The  savage  instincts  of  the  Indian  of  the 
plains,  and  the  Avonderful  control  and  mastery 
he  acquires  over  the  horse,  Avere  strikingly 
evinced  during  a  bloody  engagement  betAveen 
our  troops  and  a  party  of  Cheyennes,  near  Fort 
Wallace,  in  18G7. 

In  the  heat  of  the  battle  a  cavalry  soldier 
Avas  Avounded,  and  fell  from  his  horse  out  of 
reach  of  his  comrades,  Avlien  one  of  the  savages 
rode  up  at  full  speed,  reached  down  from  his 
horse,  seized  the  soldier  by  the  hair  of  the  head, 
and,  Avithout  slacking  his  gait  in  the  least,  drcAV 
him  up  to  his  saddle-bow,  and  Avith  his  toma- 
haAvk  beat  out  his  brains ;  then  tearing  all  the 
clothing  from  the  mangled  body,  he  dashed  it 
upon  the  ground  again,  and  giving  a  fiendish 
hoAvl  of  exultation,  rejoined  his  companions. 

XIII. 

The  Indians,  as  a  general  rule,  are  eminently 
an  imitative  people,  and  A\iien  thrown  in  con- 
tact Avith  Avhite  men,  especially  those  high  in 
rank  and  authority,  they  are  prone  to  copy  their 
manners  and  customs. 

There  still  lives  among  the  Winnebagoes  an 
old  Indian  called  "Dandy,"  Avho  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  first  delegation  from  that  tribe  that 
ever  visited  Washington  city.  While  en  route  to 
the  National  Capital  the  party  Avas  detained  at 
Galena  some  time,  in  Avaiting  for  a  steamer  to 
descend  the  Mississippi ;  and  as  they  Avere 
strolling  about  the  town  one  day  they  came 
near  a  Methodist  church,  Avhere  service  Avas 
being  held  during  the  season  of  a  reviA'al. 
Greatly  astonished  at  the  first  glance  of  this 
strange  novelty  they  hastily  drew  up  around 
the  AvindoAvs,  and  saAv  the  house  croAvded  Avitli 
people,  many  of  them,  under  the  influence  of 
the  preaching,  becoming  intensely  excited,  some 
clapping  their  hands,  others  stamping,  jumping, 
and  making  mysterious  gestures  and  contortions 
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of  limbs  and  body,  while  at  the  same  time  the 
entire  congregation  were  shouting  at  the  high- 
est pitch  of  their  voices — all  of  which  was  per- 
fectly incomprehensible  to  the  Indians,  wiio 
looked  on  the  spectacle  with  wonder  and  amaze- 
ment, and  made  various  random  conjectures  as 
to  the  meaning  of  these  unusual  proceedings. 

One  of  them  suggested  that  the  "Big  Medi- 
cine man"  (the  preacher)  might  be  exerting 
his  powers  of  incantation  to  exorcise  and  drive 
away  bad  spirits  which  had  got  possession  of 
the  people.  Another  one  surmised  that  possi- 
bly this  was  a  big  pale-face  war-dance.  And 
one  even  went  so  far  as  to  pronounce  the  whole 
company  stark  raving  mad.  But  none  of  their 
opinions  seemed  to  meet  the  concurrence  of  the 
majority  of  the  party  until  Dandy,  who  had 
looked  on  with  great  interest  for  some  time, 
at  length  assumed  an  air  of  importance,  and 
exclaimed,  "I  have  it — I  have  it;  I'll  tell  you 
what's  the  matter!"  Then  pointing  his  finger 
to  his  head,  he  added:  "  Whishj  too  inuchf 
Whisky  too  much And  they  all  walked  off  in 
disgust,  verily  believing  that  the  good  disciples 
of  Wesley  were  on  a  terrible  spree. 

On  their  return  home  after  visiting  their 
"  Great  Father,"  at  the  urgent  entreaty  of  the 
people  of  Albany,  they  Avere  prevailed  upon  to 
give  an  exhibition  of  their  songs,  dances,  etc. 
A  room  was  procured,  and  at  the  "proper  hour 
Dandy  stationed  himself  at  the  door,  and  re- 
ceived twenty-five  cents  from  each  person  ad- 
mitted. A  good  house  was  secured,  and  the 
performance  passed  off  to  the  satisfaction  of 
every  bod}^,  until  the  appreciative  audience  was 
about  to  disperse,  when  Dandy  again  took  pos- 
session of  the  door,  and  demanded  another 
quarter  from  each  one  before  giving  them 
egress,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  the  inter- 
preter could  convince  him  that  this  was  not  al- 
lowable. 

XIV. 

It  is  said  of  a  distinguished  former  chief  of 
the  Choctaws,  "  Push-met-te-haw,"  who  was 
probably  one  of  the  most  talented  Indians  of 
whose  history  we  have  any  knowledge,  that  upon 
an  occasion  after  our  authorities  in  Washington 
had  used  all  their  efforts  to  induce  him  to  sign 
the  "Dancing  Rabbit  Creek"  treaty,  by  which 
they  ceded  to  the  United  States  all  their  lands 
east  of  the  Mississippi  River,  and  which  he  had 
persistently  declined,  that  General  Jackson, 
then  President,  called  him  to  the  White  House, 
and,  after  exhausting  all  arguments  without 
avail,  placed  himself  before  the  chief,  and,  in  a 
highly  excited  manner,  thus  addressed'him  : 

"I'll  have  you  to  know.  Sir,  that  I  am  An- 
drew Jackson,  President  of  the  United  States, 
Sir ;  and  by  the  Eternal  you  shall  sign  that 
treaty." 

Push-met-te-haw  was  not  in  the  least  intimi- 
dated, but  sprang  to  his  feet,  and,  in  imitation 
of  the  President's  emphatic  manner,  replied  : 

"I  know  perfectly  well  Avho  you  are,  Sir; 
and  I'll  have  you  to  know.  Sir,  that  I  am  Push- 


met-te-haw,  head  chief  of  the  great  Choctaw 
nation;  and  by  the  Eternal  Til  not  sign  that 
treaty.  Sir." 

This  Indian  was  not  of  royal  parentage,  but 
had  risen  from  obscure  origin  to  his  lofty  posi- 
tion in  the  nation  solely  upon  his  own  merits ; 
and  being  a  proud,  dignified  man,  he  was  some- 
what sensitive  on  the  subject  of  his  lineage. 
On  the  occasion  of  his  first  visit  to  Washington 
his  reputation  preceded  hirh,  and  he  received 
marked  attention  from  the  principal  dignitaries, 
and  was  even  invited  to  dine  at  the  White  House. 
He  accepted  the  invitation  ;  and  during  the  re- 
past Mrs.  Madison,  the  mistress  of  the  Presi- 
dential mansion  at  that  time,  manifested  a  lively 
interest  in  him,  making  particular  inquiries 
about  his  family  ;  and  she  was  especially  desir- 
ous of  knowing  whether  he  was  able  to  trace 
back  his  ancestry  for  many  generations  through 
a  lineage  of  distinguished  chiefs.  His  counte- 
nance clouded,  and  assumed  a  stern  expression 
of  displeasure  at  these  interrogatories,  and  for 
some  time  he  made  no  reply ;  but  at  length  he 
said : 

"Push-met-te-haw  was  not  born  like  com- 
mon mortals,  and  he  never  knew  father  or  mo- 
ther. But  on  one  bright  and  beautiful  sum- 
mer's night,  when  all  nature  Avas  hushed  in 
profound  and  silent  repose,  suddenly  a  deep 
sound  was  heard  approaching,  like  the  rumbling 
of  distant  thunder;  soon  the  sky  became  dark 
and  lowering  ;  heavy  clouds  driven  by  a  furious 
tempest  piled  upon  each  other  in  the  loftiest 
vaults  of  the  heavens,  and  poured  down  rain 
and  hail  in  torrents;  ponderous  peals  of  thun- 
der exploded  and  reverberated,  like  continuous 
salvos  of  gigantic  artillery,  throughout  the  en- 
tire canopy  of  the  sky  ;  the  lightning  flashed  in 
angular  scintillations  vivid  streaks  of  fire  ;  and 
every  element  of  nature  seemed  in  a  mad  frenzy 
to  contribute  toward  the  sublime  and  fearful 
chaos — in  the  midst  of  Avhich  a  huge  thunder- 
bolt, directed  by  the  hand  of  the  Great  Spirit, 
Avas  sent  doAvn  from  heaven  and  struck  a  gnarled 
oak,  shivering  its  gigantic  trunk  into  ten  thou- 
sand atoms  ;  and  from  out  of  its  heart  bounded 
forth  a  full-groAvn  Indian  brave  in  complete 
Avar  costume,  Avith  his  rifle  upon  his  shoulder. 
Thus  entered  the  AA'orld,  and  such  is  the  pedi- 
gree, of  the  Avarrior  Avho  noAV  stands  before  the 
Great  Chief's  squaw." 

XV. 

During  the  existence  of  the  "Lone-star''  re- 
public of  Texas  a  Avhite  man  Avas  captured  on 
the  Brazos  by  the  Comanches,  Avho  carried  him 
aAvay  to  their  camp,  and,  in  accordance  Avith 
their  custom,  subjected  him  to  all  the  menial 
offices  of  a  slave.  While  in  camp  he  Avas 
kicked  about  most  unmercifully,  forced  to  cut 
and  carry  Avood,  herd  horses,  pitch  lodges,  etc., 
etc.  ;  and  on  marches  they  com])cllcd  him  to 
pack  enormous  loads  of  kettles,  frying-pans, 
and  other  rubbish,  until  his  back  and  feet  be- 
came terribly  lacerated  ;  and  he  Avas  so  much 
Avorn  out  by  hard  Avork,  starvation,  and  cruel 
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treatment  that  at  length  he  abandoned  all  hope 
of  bettering  his  condition,  and  in  agonizing  de- 
spair wished  himself  dead. 

About  this  time  some  of  the  chiefs  of  the 
band  returned  from  a  visit  to  Austin,  where 
they  had  been  kindly  received  by  General 
Houston,  the  President,  and  were  shown  all  the 
novelties  of  the  capital ;  and  among  other 
places  they  were  taken  into  the  State-house, 
while  the  Congress  was  in  session,  and  the  mys- 
teries of  legislation  explained  to  them.  They 
were  highly  delighted  with  what  they  saw,  and 
took  especial  pride  in  displaying  their  new  ac- 
quirements to  their  people  at  home.  And  they 
even  went  so  far  as  to  propose  that,  in  future, 
when  any  important  tribal  business  was  pend- 
ing before  the  council  of  the  nation  they  should, 
like  the  pale-faced  law-makers,  put  it  to  vote 
and  decide  it  by  the  majority. 

This  proposition  was  acceded  to  by  all ; 
but  it  so  happened  at  the  first  meeting  of  their 
deliberative  council  that  they  had  forgotten 


some  of  the  details  of  the  forms  they  had  wit- 
nessed at  Austin,  and  they  were  obliged  to  call 
upon  the  white  captive  to  enlighten  them.  He 
consented  to  instruct  them  provided  they  would 
make  him  a  member  of  the  council,  and  per- 
mit him  to  introduce  the  first  resolution.  The 
request  was  acceded  to,  and  a  presiding  chief 
was  appointed,  who  informed  the  white  mem- 
ber that  his  resolution  was  then  in  order; 
whereupon  he  took  the  floor,  or  rather  the 
ground,  and  said:  "Mr.  President,  I  propose 
to  the  great  council  of  the  Comanche  nation — 
the  greatest  nation  on  earth  —  [Cheers,  with 
prolonged  guttural  how's  !  how's  !  how's !  all 
over  the  lodge] — I  propose,  I  say,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, that  hereafter  every  gentleman  Indian, 
in  accordance  with  the  customs  of  the  pale- 
faces, be  required,  on  marches,  to  pack  his 
own  kettles,  and  herd  his  own  horses.". 

The  resolution  was  received  with  applause, 
and  carried  unanimously,  and  thenceforth  the 
captive  was  relieved  of  his  burdens. 


BY  THE  WAY-SIDE. 


By  a  patient  search  I  found  it — 
The  grave  of  a  man  who  died 

In  the  bloom  of  his  youthful  manhood, 
In  the  prime  of  his  lofty  pride. 

He  had  done  with  life's  vain  striving. 

Its  praises,  and  its  scorn, 
And  finished  his  strong  endeavor 

Long  years  ere  I  Avas  born. 

By  the  good  deeds  left  behind  him, 
By  the  wrong  he  scorned  to  do, 

I  know  that  his  earnest  spirit 
Was  fearless  and  pure  and  true. 

And  I  treasure  his  name  as  sacred, 
His  Avords  as  above  my  praise, 

And  love  him  as  not  one  loved  him 

While  he  walked  the  world's  hard  ways. 

The  work  that  he  did  so  nobly 

Should  have  blessed  his  struggling  days, 
Should  have  brought  him  gold  and  honors, 

And  circled  his  broAV  with  bays. 

But  the  Avorld  is  all  ungrateful — 

He  gave  his  life  for  naught. 
And  his  name,  and  his  many  sorrows, 

Have  faded  from  human  thought. 

His  life  was  a  battle  with  trials. 
Temptations,  and  bitter  needs — 

His  grave  lies  nameless  and  sunken, 
A  tangle  of  common  weeds. 

Even  Nature  forgets  him, 

And  spreads  no  charm  above 
The  rest  of  her  fond  disciple, 

Who  loved  her  with  wondrous  love. 


Only  a  single  flower 

Above  him  has  tried  to  bloom. 
But  choked  by  nettles,  it  withers, 

A  type  of  the  sleeper's  doom — 

The  struggle  of  young  ambition 
Unfavored  by  fortune's  chance, 

Cramped  down  by  the  pitiless  pressure 
Of  crudest  circumstance. 

But  I  treasure  his  name  as  sacred. 
His  words  as  beyond  my  praise. 

And  love  him  as  not  one  loved  him 

While  he  walked  the  world's  hard  ways. 

Ah  me!  when  my  life  is  over. 

And  fiided  to  silentness. 
When  my  grave  is  nigh  forgotten. 

And  hidden  by  weeds,  like  this — 

I  wonder  if  some  kind  spirit 
Will  pause  in  the  shadows  dim, 

To  give  me  a  tear  and  a  blessing 
Like  these  I  drop  for  him? 

If  so,  sweet  friend,  wherever 
Thy  beautiful  feet  may  stand — 

In  the  dull,  tired  ways  about  me, 
Or  far  in  some  lonelier  land — 

On  the  dim  hills  of  the  future. 
Where  my  own  may  never  go, 

Or — alas,  my  wretched  blindness! — 
Nearer  than  I  may  know — 

Oh,  tender  and  loving  angel, 
With  light  on  thy  bended  brow, 

Oh,  heart  which  will  hold  me  precious, 
Would  I  could  find  thee  now ! 


IN  CLOVER. 
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I RECOGNIZED  Margaret  at  once  by  the 
harmonious  gray  of  her  apparel  and  the 
graceful  fall  of  her  long  veil ;  but  dear  Em,  in 
an  absurd,  wide-spreading  sea-side,  puzzled  me. 
Happily  a  gust  of  wind  blew  up  one  side  of  the 
straw  extinguisher,  giving  me  a  glimpse  of  her 
bright,  friendly  face,  and  Avithout  further  ado 
we  flew  into  each  other's  arms,  regardless  of 
the  smiling  baggage-master,  or  of  the  round- 
eyed  country  lads  contemplating  us  through  the 
-blurred  windows  of  the  waiting-room. 

''Here  she  is,  Maggie!"  cried  Em,  in  an 
ecstasy,  turning  me  round  and  round  ;  "  the 
good  little  girl  who  found  the  luck-penny  in 
her  shoe !" 

*'  Dearest  Rhoda,  how  glad  I  am  to  see  you, 
and  how  rosy  and  round  the  child  has  groun, 
to  be  sure  !"  said  Margaret,  clasping  my  hands, 
and  bending  to  kiss  me  in  her  sweet  way. 

"Was  there  ever  such  a  lovely  retreat!  It 
is  not  to  be  found  on  the  map,  and  w5  were  the 
only  passengers  in  the  car !  What  a  delicious 
air !  What  green  fields !  Oh,  I  feel  young 
again!"  cried  twenty-year-old  Em. 

"What  a  divine  sky!"  chimed  Margaret, 
Avho  was  a  Bostonian,  raising  her  gray  eyes, 
hazy  with  tears. 

"A  lucky  woman  art  thou,  Rhoda  John- 
stone," continued  Em;  "but  I  thought  your 
estate  lay  five  miles  beyond  the  railway  station. 
Prithee,  are  Ave  to  walk  it?" 

"  If  you  will  but  let  me  edge  in  one  Avord, 
rattlebox,  I  Avill  instruct  you.  You  must  knoAV 
that  my  noble  charger,  ycleped  Finette,  has  but 
one  Aveakness — an  insurmountable  objection  to 
locomotive  puff  and  confusion — so  I  tied  him 
the  other  side  of  the  green,  Avhere  he  awaits 
your  convenience,  fastidious  Emily." 

"I  hope  he  is  not  spirited  !"  she  ventured,  a 
little  tremulously. 

"  Of  course  he  is  !"  I  laughed.  "  I  could  not 
endure  a  stupid  animal.  I  enjoy  life,  and  like 
to  feel  the  reins  when  I  drive." 

Em's  countenance  lengthened  ruefully,  by  no 
means  lightening  as  Ave  came  Avithin  sight  of  my 
pretty  Canadian.  There  could  not  be  found  a 
fiercer-looking  little  beast ;  not  a  hair  of  his 
shaggy  coat  lay  in  line,  fringes  of  dark  gray 
hung  about  his  hoofs,  a  voluminous  tail  SAvept 
behind,  and  as  for  his  mane — there  Avas  no  end 
to  its  unkempt  profuscness,  tAvo  wicked  eyes 
gleaming  in  the  midst. 

"Little  Em,"  said  I,  "is  it  possible  you  are 
such  a  coward  !  Look  at  Margaret !  She  is 
not  afraid,"  for  Margaret  Avas  stroking  his  neck 
with  her  Avhite,  ungloA-ed  hand. 

"But  I  am  dreadfully  afraid,"  sighed  Em. 
"Are  you  sure  you  can  manage  liim,  Rhoda?" 

"I  could  drive  him  Avith  my  eyes  shut,"  I 
declared,  taking  pity  on  the  ])oor  little  coward. 
"Let  me  help  you  into  the  carriage.  We  must 
be  off,  or  the  evening  Avill  be  on  us." 

"NoAV  relieve  our  curiosity,"  said  Margaret, 
Avhen  Ave  Avere  fairly  started.  "Tell  us  of  this 
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Avonderful  Avindfull  of  fortune  that  has  fallen  to 
you." 

"Did  I  not  explain  in  my  letter?" 

"Explain?  Yes,  but  leading  us  through  a 
j  bcAvildering  labyrinth,  and  leaving  us  more  con- 
fused than  Avhen  Ave  began.  I  am  afraid  Avrit- 
ing  is  not  your  forte,  Rhoda  dear  ;  every  other 
line  Avas  in  parenthesis.  '  I  must  lay  doAvn  mv 
l)en  for  a  moment  to  see  Joseph  about  sowing 
the  melons,'  or  '  I  must  pause  to  attend  to  the 
cream,'  and  so  on." 

"You  arc  cruel  to  laugh  at  me,  for  trulv  I 
haA'e  never  been  so  busy  in  my  life.  Delight- 
ful labor,  hoAvever — very  diflerent  from  the  ter- 
rible drudgery  of  teaching.  My  story  is  not  so 
very  wonderful,  although  at  first  it  seemed  like 
a  trick  of  Aladdin's  lamp,"  snapping  my  Avhip 
at  Finette.     "  Thus  it  happened — " 

"Oh,  pray  be  careful,"  gasped  Era  at  my 
side. 

"  My  mother  had  a  father — "  I  continued. 
"What  an  unusual  blessing!"  murmured 
Em. 

"Yes,"  I  continued;  "consequently  I  en- 
joyed the  honor  of  a  grandfather,  though, 
strictly  speaking,  it  Avas  hardly  an  honor,  for  a 
more  crabbed,  miserly,  cantankerous  old  man 
never  existed.  Dear  me !  Margaret,  is  it  dis- 
respectful to  speak  so  strongly  of  one's  ances- 
tors ?  Nevertheless,  Avhen  my  mother  married, 
her  parent  forbade  her  his  house,  and  publicly 
disoAvned  her,  from  Avhat  cause  it  is  impossible 
to  divine,  and  sternly  adhered  to  his  decree  to 
the  day  of  her  death.  The  old  man  lived  for 
years  and  years,  like  his  OAvn  cider,  sharpening 
and  hardening  Avith  age.  I  never  saw  him, 
but  ahvays  fancied  him  a  Wandering  Jew  grown 
stationary,  and  never  imagined  but  that  he 
Avould  continue  to  live  through  all  ages.  Con- 
sider, then,  my  astonishment  Avhen  he  actually 
died,  and  I  found  myself  the  poor  soul's  heir. 
I  ought  not  to  abuse  him,  I  am  sure,  for  he  has 
done  me  nothing  but  good.  When  Ave  have 
turned  the  corner  Ave  Avill  catch  a  glimpse  of 
the  old  place ;  it  is  still  strange  to  me.  I  am 
constantly  discovering  odd  nooks  and  corners  ; 
and  yesterday  I  found  an  old  sock  full  of  silver 
shillings.  Now  Ave  are  turning  the  corner ;  pre- 
pare to  be  enraptured." 

"See  this  gorge  on  my  right!"  cried  Emily. 
"There  is  a  brook  at  the  bottom,  and  a  cas- 
cade. Would  it  not  be  horrible  to  roll  over 
into  it  on  a  dark  night?" 

By  this  time  we  had  gained  the  ascent,  and 
a  delectable  land  of  river,  meadoAv,  and  Avood- 
ed  slopes  lay  beneath  us.  I  called  upon  Fi- 
nette to  stand,  and  pointed  Avith  my  Avhip — 

"Do  you  see  the  old-fashioned,  long-roofod 
house  nestling  yonder  among  the  elms?  And 
the  red  barn?"'  That  is  the  homestead.  In 
this  valley  lies  my  farm  ;  is  it  not  a  fairy  gift  ?" 

"  IIoAV  can  Ave  congratulate  you  enough,  hap- 
py Rhoda!"  cried  Margaret,  her  lovely  face 
lightening  Avith  generous  pleasure. 

"It  is  the  Elvsium  of  the  gods!"  cried  cx- 
travngant  Em.  '  "The  Happy  Valley  of  Ras- 
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selas.  No,  that  was  a  stupid  place ;  I  mean  it 
is  an  earthly  Paradise.  Were  it  not  for  that 
little  imp  of  an  animal  before  us,  it  would  be 
perfection  attained." 

"There  are  any  number  of  cows  in  the  val- 
ley," I  interposed — "  horrible,  lowing  creatures, 
who  enjoy  nothing  better  than  tossing  innocent 
city  folk  over  fences.  I  myself  possess  sev- 
eral of  these  monsters." 

"Cruel  Rhoda,"  sighed  Em,  "thus  to  de- 
stroy my  transient  vision  of  peace." 

"Observe  the  rich  color  of  that  meadow," 
said  Margaret,  "and  the  river,  and  the  noble 
hill  forms  beyond,  melting  into  that  ineffable 
sky !    Was  ever  a  lovelier  scene  ?" 

"  The  river  marks  my  boundary, "  I  remarked. 
"  Mr.  Thornton,  the  county  magnate,  owns  the 
land  beyond.  Indeed,  with  the  exception  of 
my  little  corner,  he  seems  to  be  the  landlord 
of  the  whole  country  side.  You  see  the  tall 
chimneys  toward  the  east,  beyond  the  white 
road  and  line  of  poplars  ?  There  is  his  lord- 
ship's residence." 

"What  a  pity  !  His  meadow  is  much  pret-. 
tier  than  yours,  Rhoda,"  said  Emily. 

I  smiled  philosophically. 

"I  am  quite  content  that  he  should  rule  on 
that  side  of  the  river,  for  my  land  is  infinitely 
the  more  profitable.  Of  course  you  can  not 
see ;  but  my  meadow  yields  good  mowing  grass, 
and  there  is  on  it  a  fine  orchard,  while  his  is 
miserable  marsh — nothing  but  marsh,  flooded 
every  spring.  Those  patches  of  vivid  green 
you  admire  are  useless  bulrushes," 

"  Horrible  !  Bulrushes,  did  you  say  ?  I  nev- 
er heard  of  such  a  thing,"  laughed  Emily,  while 
Margaret  interposed  here  her  tuneful  voice. 

"  You  are  altogether  fortunate,  Rhoda ;  you 
reap  the  benefits  of  both  river-banks,  the  beau- 
ty and  verdure  of  your  neighbor's,  and  the  prof- 
its of  your  own.  Your  old  orchard  is  delight- 
ful, and  so  is  that  tall  grove  of  trees  stretching 
down  to  the  water." 

"There  goes  the  sun  !"  I  exclaimed,  jerking 
Finette  out  of  his  comfortable  nap.  "  We 
must  proceed  at  once,  or  you  will  not  see  the 
old  house  by  daylight." 

Merrily  we  whirled  along  the  grass-grown 
country  road,  between  high  banks  of  sumach, 
hazel,  and  virgin's  bower,  and  all  the  loving, 
clinging  sisterhood  of  way-side  shrubs  and  vines 
— under  dusky  arches  of  forest  trees,  beds  of 
yellow -pine  needles  muffling  the  roll  of  the 
wheels  and  Finette's  brisk  footfalls ;  so  on  to 
the  meadow  flats,  catching  the  aromatic  odors 
of  woods  and  fields,  and  soon  drawing  rein  be- 
fore the  time-worn  porch  of  the  Red  House. 
Never  had  I  felt  so  proud  of  my  possessions. 
Every  cracked  little  pane  gleamed  in  the  after- 
glow ;  the  thriftless,  delightful  wood-moss  shone 
emerald-green  on  sloping  roof  and  tree-trunks 
and  well-curb ;  the  crumbling  fences  were  laden 
with  blossoms ;  meek-eyed  cows  stood  chewing 
their  cud  in  the  yard ;  and  old  Joseph  Smith, 
in  blue  overalls  and  tattered  straw  hat,  came 
from  the  barn  with  a  burnished  milking-pail  in 


either  hand.  I  welcomed  my  friends  with  lofty 
courtesy,  gave  them  a  glimpse  of  my  quaint  lit- 
tle kitchen,  parlor,  and  keeping-room,  and  then 
conducted  them  to  the  many-cornered  guest- 
chamber  under  the  eaves. 

"Do  not  be  disdainful,  ye  city  damsels,  of 
my  country  fare, "I  cried,  as  we  gathered  about 
the  flower-decked  table.  "The  strawberries 
are  not  large,  but  they  are  red  to  the  heart  and 
sweet  as  the  clover  in  which  they  ripened. 
Need  I  say  more  for  the  bread  than  that  it  was 
made  by  my  own  hands  ?  That  is  honey,  dear 
Margaret,  and  I  am  quite  ready  to  believe  that 
our  learned  ignoramus  never  before  beheld  the 
ccelestia  dona,  although  she  knows  by  heart  the 
Fourth  Georgic  of  her  honey-tongued  Virgil. 
Innocent  little  Em !  I  have  here  a  goblet  of  new 
milk  for  you — I  reserve  the  cups  of  fragrant  tea 
for  the  stronger  heads  of  Margaret  and  myself." 

But  poor  Em  made  such  an  outcry  at  the  cur- 
tailing of  her  favorite  beverage  that  Margaret 
was  fain  to  soothe  her  by  exchanging  cup  for 
glass,  and*  partaking  herself  of  the  despised 
milk. 

After  the  joyous  repast  Emily  and  I  polished 
the  ancient  blue  and  pink  china-ware,  admiring 
the  wonderful  pagodas  and  flying  bridges  por- 
trayed thereon,  while  pensive  Margaret  strayed 
out  upon  the  porch  star-gazing,  she  being  one  of 
-those  rare  mortals  who  find  perfect  enjoyment 
in  nature  and  silence.  As  the  twilight  deep- 
ened we  gathered  in  the  music-room,  still  with 
no  light  save  the  glimmer  of  the  fire-flies  flit- 
ting in  the  sweet-brier  at  the  window.  I  stood 
by  the  piano. 

"This  is  the  only  link,"  I  said,  "which  con- 
nects me  with  the  old  life ;  and,  in  spite  of  as- 
sociation, I  could  not  well  spare  it.  Margaret, 
this  is  the  hour  of  all  hours  for  music.  Thrill 
us  again,  dear  friend,  with  that  beloved  voice." 
Emily  trod  warningly  upon  my  foot,  but  I  did 
not  understand  her ;  I  could  see  neither  in  the 
darkened  room,  and  there  was  an  awkward  si- 
lence. Then  Margaret  spoke,  softly  and  rath- 
er diffidently,  as  was  her  manner  : 

"I  never  felt  in  happier  mood  for  music, 
Rhoda,  but  I  can  not  sing.  I  have  lost  my 
voice." 

"What  do  you  mean?"  I  cried,  bewildered. 

"Yes,"  she  repeated,  "I  have  lost  my  voice. 
I  can  not  tell  how  it  happened ;  at  church  one 
evening  my  voice  suddenly  died ;  even  the 
ghost  of  it  has  never  returned  to  me  since,  so  I 
must  e'en  take  up  the  burden  of  life  anew.  I 
am  now  studying  the  piano,  and  hope  to  be  able 
to  teach  some  day." 

I  was  too  much  shocked  to  find  words  of  sym- 
pathy, and  could  only  say  : 

"  You  must  let  me  be  your  teacher  while  you 
are  with  me,  although  it  is  absurd  for  a  mere 
routinist  like  myself  to  attempt  to  guide  a  gen- 
ius." Margaret  had  no  such  scruples,  however, 
accepting  my  offer  with  gratitude,  and,  to  cover 
our  painful  emotions,  we  lit  the  candles,  and 
Em  and  I  proceeded  to  execute  our  most  elab- 
orate duet. 
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Poor  Margaret,  with  all  her  rare  gifts,  seemed 
born  to  failure.  Surrounded  in  childhood  by 
love,  wealth,  and  culture,  a  single  month  de- 
prived her  of  every  thing.  A  series  of  com- 
mercial disasters,  followed  by  the  base  treach- 
ery of  trusted  friends,  deprived  her  father  first 
of  reason  and  then  of  life  ;  and  before  his  life- 
less remains  could  be  consigned  to  their  last 
resting-place  his  wife  was  laid  beside  him,  and 
their  only  and  adored  child  was  left  to  the  ten- 
der mercies  of  cold  and  hard-tempered  relatives. 
They  did  their  duty  by  her  after  the  fashion  of 
rich  relatives.  She  was  sent  to  an  Institute, 
and  having  survived  an  institutional  education, 
was  directed  to  provide  for  herself  henceforth. 
It  was  among  the  hollow  corridors  and  desolate 
school-rooms  of  the  Institute  that  we  three  met 
and  tied  our  lasting  friendship.  Together  we 
found  courage  to  laugh  in  the  face  of  toil, 
starvation,  and  cold  ;  together  confronted  the 
august  examining  committee,  and  received  our 
parchment  diplomas — Margaret's  tied  with  blue 
ribbon,  Em's  with  pink,  and  mine,  alas  !  with 
white.  You  do  not,  perhaps,  comprehend  the 
distinctions  thus  signified,  but  among  the  initi- 
ated the  blue  ribbon  was  known  to  be  a  delicate 
symbol  of  the  school's  choicest  regard  and  com- 
mendation ;  the  pink  marked  a  gradation  ;  the 
white  another  still  lower.  That  bit  of  blue 
ribbon  was,  however,  the  only  triumph  that  poor 
Margaret  enjoyed,  for  she  made  a  complete  fail- 
ure of  teaching.  While  Emily — little,  blushing 
Emily — could  command  order  and  industry  in 
tlie  most  hoidenish  school-room,  beautiful,  dig- 
nified Margaret  would  be  utterly  routed.  She 
was  too  simple,  too  unsuspicious,  too  ignorant 
of  the  wiles  and  ways  of  the  *'  Girl  of  the  Pe- 
riod" to  satisfy  the  exactions  of  the  modern 
schoolmistress,  and  she  was  obliged  to  relin- 
quish the  advantageous  position  obtained  for 
her  by  the  influence  of  wealthy  connections. 
We  held  a  serious  consultation  upon  the  posi- 
tion. Well  I  remember  the  seat  under  the 
ailanthus-tree,  the  muddy  fountain,  and  the 
nursery-maids  airing  their  charges,  as  we  there 
came  to  the  unanimous  decision  that  Margaret 
should  cultivate  her  musical  talents — the  pure 
alto  voice  especially.  This  proved,  at  last,  a 
solution  of  the  difficulty,  for  she  truly  loved  and 
enjoyed  her  art,  and  finally  obtained  a  position 
in  the  choir  of  an  np-town  cliurch — and  now 
this  also  was  lost  to  her.  "Such  is  life!"  I 
sighed,  striking  a  discordant  sharp. 

A  thunder-storm  disturbed  the  serenity  of 
the  night,  but  how  radiant  was  the  morning ! 
Every  flower  laden  with  fragrance,  every  leaf 
shining  in  dewy  freshness,  an  invisible  choir  of 
birds  making  ecstatic  music  in  the  meadows, 
a  few  silver-winged  clouds  melting  into  ethereal 
blue !  With  unconscious  care  we  donned  our 
daintiest  apparel  in  honor  of  the  royal  day. 
Margaret  floated  down  in  gossamer  robes  of 
palest  violet,  very  old-fashioned,  I  fear,  or  per- 
haps no  fashion  at  all,  for  the  wide  flowing 
sleeves  and  delicate  neck -band  displayed  to 
perfect  advantage  the  sculpturesque  arms  and  i 


hands  and  noble,  creamy  throat.  Like  Dante's 
beauteous  lady, 

"Stately  and  soft  she  moves  as  Juno's  bird, 
Erect  and  firmly  poised  as  any  crane, 
The  utmost  grace  with  modesty  combined." 
While  Emily,  with  wonderful  moderation,  de- 
clared her  a  true-born  Athenian,  and  bound 
myrtle  and  white  roses  on  her  hair.  Mar- 
garet's hair  is  dark  in  shadow,  but  catches  in 
the  sunlight  a  burnished  auburn  tint.    It  waves 
also,  not  in  a  thousand  curls  and  ripples,  but  in 
bright  even  swells  from  the  moonbeam  line  of 
the  crown  through  all  its  queenly  length.  Em- 
ily, as  always,  was  dainty  in  the  trimmest  of 
white  gowns,  a  bunch  of  pinks  tied  under  her 
chin,  and  a  bright  ribbon  about  her  waist. 

After  the  coffee  and  toast  had  been  discussed 
Margaret  went  about  arranging  the  flowers,  and 
it  was  curious  to  note  how  the  lightest  touch  of 
her  finger-tips  brought  into  harmonious  subjec- 
tion the  unruly  vines  and  grasses  which  had  de- 
fied my  utmost  skill  the  day  before.  With  care 
and  some  assistance  Emily  placed  herself  under 
the  extinguishing  "sea-side,"  and  sallied  forth 
with  me  to  explore  the  garden.  A  bed  of 
bright,  hardy  plants  on  either  side  a  graveled 
walk,  terminating  in  a  ruined  arbor  overrun 
with  red  roses,  was  the  only  attempt  at  flo- 
ral decoration — the  remaining  ground  being  de- 
voted to  the  utilitarian  purposes  of  the  vege- 
table garden,  although  even  here  an  occasional 
clump  of  hollyhocks  or  sun-flowers  diversified 
the  formal  beds.  From  the  garden  we  proceed- 
ed across  the  yard,  an  open  grassy  space  be- 
tween house  and  barn,  with  branching  foot-paths 
worn  in  the  close,  green  turf,  and  peered  through 
the  bars  at  the  cows  and  Finette,  who  were  calm- 
ly grazing  under  the  apple-trees.  Em  had  even 
ventured  to  present  a  bunch  of  clover  the  eight  ii 
of  an  inch  beyond  the  protection  of  the  fence, 
with  the  terrifying  delight  of  seeing  Finette 
thrust  forward  his  nose,  when  I  saw  Margaret 
on  the  porch  waving  her  hand  to  us.  Beside 
her  stood  a  farmer-like  gentleman,  dressed  in 
gray,  with  a  riding-whip  under  his  arm  and  a 
couple  of  sleek  greyhounds  at  his  heels.  He 
walked  directly  across  the  yard  toward  us,  rais- 
ing his  hat,  and  it  did  not  require  a  second 
glance  from  either  of  us  to  discover  a  very 
handsome  and  pleasing  countenance,  with  a 
curling  brown  beard,  a  ruddy  complexion,  .ind 
eyes  both  clear  and  keen.    He  spoke  at  once : 

"  Which  is  Miss  Johnstone  ?  I  am  pleased  to 
make  your  acquaintance.  I  am  Pliilip  Thorn- 
ton, of  Summer  Hill  Farm,  your  nearest  ncigli- 
bor,  and  I  rode  over  this  morning  to  ratify  my 
claim  to  that  honor.  I  am  quite  in  earnest," 
he  added,  quickly,  seeing  me  smile.  "I  would 
not  have  troubled  you  to-day  did  I  not  know 
Joseph  Smith  to  be  the  most  stubborn  and  pig- 
headed of  mankind.  I  understand  you  propose 
purchasing  several  of  Kelton  Evans's  Western 
cattle?" 

"Yes,"  I  replied,  a  good  deal  puzzled. 
"Accept  my  honest  advice,  Miss  Jolmstone, 
and  have  nothing  to  do  witli  tliem.    They  are 
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a  wicked,  useless  breed,  and  Keltoii  Evans  a 
swindler. " 

Good  Heavens !"  I  cried.  "  Pray  explain 
yourself  I  I  did  not  know  there  was  any  dif- 
ference in  cows.  I  supposed  they  Avere  all 
good." 

He  laughed  heartily. 

'"I  suspected  that  to  be  your  condition  of 
ignorance,  and  you  would  learn  a  lesson  to  your 
cost  were  those  "Westerners  once  in  your  pas- 
ture." 

"But  what  am  I  to  do ?  Where  shall  I  find 
the  right  article  ?" 

He  replaced  his  Panama,  as  if  it  were  a 
thinking-cap,  and  mused  a  while. 

"I  have  it!"  he  cried,  briskly.  "Deacon 
Warner's  estate  is  being  settled,  and  doubtless 
the  stock  will  be  sold.  They  are  a  good  breed 
— nothing  remarkable,  but  sound." 

"Oh,  I  would  not  for  the  world  have  any 
kinine  prodigies  on  my  hands,"  I  laughed. 
"Thanks  for  your  neighborly  consideration. 
Will  you  walk  into  the  house  now  ?" 

"I  can  not  stay  this  morning,  but  with  your 
permission  will  do  myself  the  pleasure  of  call- 
ing at  a  more  leisure  time.  How  do  you  en- 
joy country  life  in  Hillborough  ?" 

"  Very  much,"  I  replied.  "We  have  never 
felt  half  the  sweetness  of  life  before.  This  is 
my  friend,  Miss  Emily  Lee,"  seeing  a  half  ques- 
tion on  his  lip.  "  She  and  Miss  Dale  are  pass- 
ing the  summer  with  me." 

"I  admire  your  good  taste,"  he  said.  "I 
can  not  imagine  an  existence  tolerable  among 
city  walls,  although  I  confess  I  have  never  tried 
it.  I  wish  you  the  fullest  enjoyment  of  every 
bright  hour!"  With  that  he  smiled  beamingly 
upon  us,  and  took  his  leave. 

True  to  his  promise,  Mr.  Thornton  made  his 
appearance  among  us  in  a  few  days,  if  any 
thing,  earlier  in  the  morning  than  the  time  be- 
fore. As  he  entered  our  little  dining-room, 
where  the  breeze  through  the  open  windows 
blew  in  the  muslin  curtains,  he  glanced  quick- 
ly about,  noticing,  I  felt,  every  detail.  He 
strode  over  to  a  bracket  whereon  Margaret  had 
arranged  a  fresh  bunch  of  flowering  vines,  and, 
after  contemplating  them  a  moment,  turned  to 
me,  saying, 

"There  is  a  great  change  here,  Miss  John- 
stone. I  remember  calling  upon  your  grand- 
father in  this  very  room  some  years  since,  and 
the  same  change  has  passed  over  it  as  over 
yonder  brown  jug,  simple  enough,  yet  trans- 
forming the  most  unpromising  object  into  a 
thing  of  beauty." 

"You  could  not  give  us  a  more  delightful 
compliment,"  I  said;  "but  my  friend  Miss 
Dale  is  to  be  credited  individually  with  that 
floral  arrangement  which  so  pleases  you.  Will 
you  come  into  the  music-room?" 

Margaret  was  seated  before  the  piano,  where 
she  had  been  practicing  for  three  weary  hours, 
her  hands  just  then  folded  over  the  ivory  keys, 
and  the  golden  head  bowed  thereon  ;  while  Em- 
ily, seated  by  the  window,  puzzled  persevering- 


ly  over  an  ancient  spinning-wheel  which  she  had 
brought  from  the  garret.  They  both  rose  as  I 
introduced  Mr.  Thornton.  Pie  accosted  Mar- 
garet with  his  usual  directness  of  speech,  which 
would  have  been  brusque  were  it  not  for  the 
pleasant  tone  and  genial  face  : 

"  Do  you  sing.  Miss  Dale  ?' 

"No,"  she  answered,  flushing  slightly. 

"None  of  us  sing,"  said  Emily,  coming  to 
her  aid  ;  "but  we  can  all  play  'Weber's  Last 
Waltz'  on  the  piano,  and  paint  landscapes  in 
India-ink  on  Bristol-board." 

"Is  it  possible,"  Mr.  Thornton  replied,  "that, 
with  such  accomplishments,  you  deign  to  finger 
your  grandmother's  spindle?"  pointing  to  her 
wheel. 

"It  is  ])lain  that  Mr.  Thornton  rides  hotly 
the  fasiiionable  hobby-horse  of  the  day.  Alas! 
alas !  swells  the  chorus ;  let  us  weep  for  our 
grandmothers,  for  we  shall  never  see  their  vir- 
tuous likes  again." 

He  Avas  ready  Avith  his  quip,  and  they  tilted 
merrily,  I  laughing  Avith  them,  Avhile  Margaret, 
Avithout  a  Avord,  scarcely  smiled.  At  parting, 
Mr.  Thornton  again  approached  her. 

"  Do  you  also  execute  upon  this  instrument?" 
he  said,  Avith.A'ast  disdain  touching  the  piano. 

"Yes — no — not  Avell,"  she  replied. 

"I  Avould  rather  hear  you  say  not  at  all.  To 
my  mind  it  is  at  best  an  ingenious  arrangement 
of  cords  and  pretty  keys  and  polished  rose-Avood 
legs  ;  the  Avork  of  mechanism,  not  of  art." 

"Convert  the  railer!"  Ave  cried. 

Margaret  turned  and  lightly  touched  the 
keys.  She  possessed  Avhat  Ave  music-teachers 
call  a  fine  touch,  SAveet  and  sympathetic 
sounds  sprang  to  her  faintest  sign  ;  they  flowed 
melodious,  instinct  Avith  purest  feeling.  We 
Avatched  the  effect  on  Mr.  Thornton  ;  for  a  mo- 
ment he  Avas  silent,  then  rose,  and  extending 
his  hand  to  Margaret,  said : 

"That  is  beautiful ;  but  I  insist  that  it  is  you 
AA'ho  create  it,  and  in  spite  of  the  instrument. 
Genius  Avill  call  music  from  Avails  and  stones ; 
but  you  should  use  the  flute  or  violin.  Miss 
Dale.    In  them  slumbers  the  soul  of  music." 

We  soon  learned  to  look  Avith  great  faAor 
upon  our  new  neighbor ;  indeed,  he  proved  the 
kindest,  most  generous,  and  untiring  of  friends. 
Almost  eveiy  morning  he  rode  over  from  Sum- 
mer Hill  on  his  magnificent  black  horse,  his 
riding-whip  under  his  arm,  and  the  never-ab- 
sent greyhounds  scampering  behind,  Mean- 
Avhile  other  friendly  neighbors  called  upon  us, 
and  Ave  learned  from  their  gossip  that  Mr, 
Thornton  Avas  held  in  high  esteem  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, and  yearly  elected  to  magisterial  hon- 
ors —  some,  however,  intimating  that  Philip- 
Thornton's  pride  Avas  rather  overAveening  for  a 
country  farmer.  Alack !  Ave  ourselves  soon 
became  the  theme  of  gossiping  tongues.  How 
they  learned  of  Mr,  Thornton's  frequent  visits 
it  is  impossible  to  guess.  Did  the  shrewish 
cat-birds  shriek  the  startling  intelligence?  or 
the  little  brook  which  ran  through  our  meadoAV 
babble  the  nevA's  over  the  mill-Avheel  four  miles 
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below?  'Tis  true  Joseph  Smith  or  his  close- 
mouthed  wife  might  have  given  the  informa- 
tion ;  but  that  was  by  no  means  probable.  Be 
this  as  it  may,  our  neighborly  gossips,  by  many 
a  significant  look  and  wink,  and  slily-dropped 
jest,  betrayed  their  lively  appreciation  of,  and 
interest  in,  our  affairs.  At  last  a  sudden  illum- 
ination solved  for  me  the  riddle.  Hearing  our 
neighbor's  voice  one  morning  I  went  to  the 
window  to  greet  him.  A  pleasing  picture, 
framed  by  the  vine-festooned  window,  met  my 
eye.  Margaret  and  Mr.  Thornton  stood  by  the 
mulberry-tree ;  he  held  lightly  on  his  arm  the 
bridle  of  his  horse,  while  Margaret's  white  hand 
stroked  the  beautiful  creature's  glossy  neck, 
bent  low  to  her  caress.  He  gazed  eagerly  into 
her  face.  I  could  see  the  light  of  his  blue  eyes, 
and  Margaret  raised  hers — clear,  gentle,  trust- 
ing. Yes,  yes !  I  felt  sure  I  had  discovered 
their  sweet  secret,  perhaps  before  they  them- 
selves. It  was  just  the  right  thing.  I  clapped 
my  hands  noiselessly  and  danced  with  delight. 
I  longed  to  impart  my  surmises  to  Emily,  but 
restrained  myself,  resolving  not  to  breathe  an 
indiscreet  thought.  I  enjoyed  this  pleasing 
day-dream  for  nearly  a  week,  when  Margaret 
herself  ruthlessly  destroyed  the  whole  fair  fab- 
ric. She  announced  her  immediate  return  to 
the  city.  Musical  instruction  and  a  long  stand- 
ing order  of  visitation  from  a  crabbed  rich  rel- 
ative were  her  pleas.  Indeed,  it  was  absolute- 
ly  necessary  that  she  should  leave  at  once,  she 
declared,  with  an  obstinacy  I  had  never  before 
observed  in  our  soft,  gentle  Margaret.  My  ar- 
guments, entreaties,  tears,  made  no  impression, 
save  to  mark  her  sweet,  pale  face  with  speech- 
less sorrow.  At  last  I  left  her,  and  wandered 
into  the  garden  to  cool  my  brain  and  devise 
some  new  method  of  attack.  Emily  came  run- 
ning out,  and  clasping  her  arm  in  mine,  walked 
up  and  down  the  path  with  me.  There  was 
evidently  something  on  her  mind.  Presently 
she  whispered, 

"Khoda,  I  think  I  know  the  cause  of  Mar- 
garet's sudden  resolve." 

*'Tell  me  at  once^"  I  demanded. 

But  Emily  blushed  and  stammered,  and  finally 
blundered  out, 

"  Khoda,  dear  Rhoda,  I  hope  you  are  not — 
don't — well,  I  mean  do  not  care  especially  for 
Mr.  Thornton  ?" 

"What  do  you  mean,  you  little  goose?" 

"I  mean,"  gasped  Em,  desperately,  "that 
you  are  not  in  love  with  him!" 

"  Of  course  I  am  not,"  I  answered,  too  much 
vexed  to  laugh.     "  I  hope  you  are  not  ?" 

"Not  I,"  she  answered. 

We  walked  a  few  turns  in  silence.  Then  I 
spoke : 

"What  has  this  to  do  with  Margaret?  and 
how  could  you  imagine  such  a  thing  of  me  ? 
I  do  not  think  inconstancy  is  one  of  my  fail- 
ings, and  you  know  my  story,  Emily.  It  is 
love  once,  love  ever  with  me  ;  and  all  my  heart 
ever  knew,  or  can  know,  Avas  buried  with  George 
Lee  three  years  ago." 


"  Forgive  me  I  Eorgive  me  !"  cried  Emily. 
"  I  knew  you  had  not  forgotten  poor  George  ; 
but  Margaret  wa's  not  with  us  then,  you  re- 
member, and  she  has  taken  it  into  her  dear 
soft  head  that  you  are  in  love  with  Mr,  Thorn- 
ton ;  and  as  he  is,  beyond  question,  in  love  with 
her,  she  proposes  puttingherself  outof  the  way." 

"  I  would  have  given  Margaret  credit  for  more 
sense,"  I  said  ;  "  but,  after  all,  it's  like  the  dear 
Quixotic  soul.    I  will  go  in  and  talk  with  her." 

"Don't  be  cross,"  whispered  Em,  unneces- 
sarily, as  no  one  could  be  cross  with  Margaret. 
I  found  her  on  her  knees  before  a  trunk,  pack- 
ing. I  called  her  into  my  room,  and  then 
opened  the  old  chest,  faint  with  the  odor  of 
dead  flowers,  the  poor  little  bunches  of  violets 
and  heliotropes,  which  had  so  delighted  my 
heart  years  before,  now  faded  into  melancholy 
memories ;  showed  her  the  photograph,  ex- 
plaining that  it  was  Emily's  brother ;  drew 
from  its  mildewed  scabbard  the  sword,  and 
from  its  soiled,  yellow  envelope  the  Colonel's 
letter  of  sorrowful  tidings  and  sympathy,  the 
dark  ring  of  hair  still  inclosed.  Margaret  said 
nothing,  but  her  tears  fell  eloquently,  and  she 
kissed  me  again  and  again,  clasping  me  to  her 
heart. 

Need  I  add  that  Margaret  did  not  finish  her 
packing?  Mr.  Thornton  came  riding  furiously 
over  in  the  evening,  the  first  time  I  ever  knew 
him  to  visit  at  the  usual  lovers'  hour,  and  the 
last  too,  for  the  morning  was  the  golden  time 
to  him.  Emily  and  I  discreetly  left  the  music- 
room  to  the  two,  and  we  were  growing  rather 
sleepy  by  ourselves,  nodding  over  some  stupid 
sewing,  when  the  door  opened  and  they  ap- 
peared, hand  in  hand,  radiant,  walking  upon 
air.  Mr.  Thornton  stepped  forward  and  de- 
livered a  rapturous  eulogy  upon  Margaret's  per- 
fections, his  own  happiness,  and  our  kindness. 
I  would  repeat  it  here  at  length ,  but  there  would 
be  wanting  voice  and  action,  and  I  fear  all  sens- 
ible readers  would  rather  hasten  to  the  denoue- 
ments 

Dear,  beautiful  Margaret !  Em  and  I  arrayed 
her  ourselves  in  the  bridal  veil  and  flowers. 
They  were  married  in  the  little  music-room 
where  stands  the  piano,  the  only  thing  out  of 
tune  that  bright  day,  and  there  was  no  denying 
its  bad  condition  when  Em  tried  to  coax  from 
it  the  Wedding  March.  The  gay  autumnal 
trees  shook  down  before  her  dear  feet  a  path- 
way brighter  and  fairer  than  any  rich  man's 
hall  of  the  Cloth  of  Gold.  Emily  went  back  to 
her  teaching  with  dry-eyed  stoicism.  I  am 
happy  to  say,  however,  that  this  unnatural  con- 
dition did  not  long  endure.  She  became  heart- 
ily homesick,  relinquished  her  advantageous 
position  as  ui)per-governess  in  an  up-tOAvn  sem- 
inary for  young  ladies,  and  through  the  influ- 
ence of  Mr.  Thornton,  secured  the  little  day- 
school  of  our  district.  She  enjoys  her  humble 
duties  notwithstanding  her  former  lofty  station. 
The  little  children  love  her,  the  big  boys  adore 
her,  and  she  has  never  had  occasion  to  call  in 
the'aid  of  Magistrate  Thornton,  as  he  mocking- 
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ly  prophesied.  Philip  and  Margaret  are  hand- 
somer, kinder,  and  more  devoted,  if  possible, 
than  during  the  days  of  their  first  happiness. 
If  ever  marriage  were  made  in  heaven  it  was 
theirs.  There  are  many  rare  and  beautiful 
flowers  in  the  gardens  and  conservatories  of 
Suramer  Hill ;  but  its  master  and  mistress  often 


walk  down  to  the  quaint  Red  Farm  House  to 
gather  bunches  of  sweet-brier  from  a  vine  which 
grows  there. 

I  shall  be  thirty  years  old  this  spring.  Yes, 
it  is  already  spring ;  and  now  let  the  blooming 
apple-boughs  shake  down  a  snowy  curtain  upon 
our  simple  little  drama. 


AT  last  we  have  the  Magnnm  Opus  of  ]Mr. 
Jenkins,  and  Ave  ought  to  be  content.  The 
chief  domestic  event  of  the  month,  from  the  Easy 
Chair's  point  of  view,  was  the  arrival  of  Father 
Hyacinthe,  whom,  in  a  few  airy  and  prelusive 
touches  at  the  head  of  his  work,  Mr.  Jenkins 
calls  the  "Preacher  Monk,"  "The  Great  Car- 
melite Friar."  Mr.  Jenkins  brings  to  his  task 
not  only  his  peculiar  and  renowned  natural  gifts, 
but  certain  official  advantages.  For  IMr.  Jen- 
kins was  the  Committee  of  Reception,  and  with 
his  customary  shrewdness  he  resolved  to  get 
the  start  of  all  other  historians  by  beginning  a 
little  before  the  beginning.  He  therefore  opened 
his  narration  upon  shipboard.  But  at  the  very 
outset  a  remarkably  vicious  word  for  his  pur- 
pose obtruded  itself  into  his  story,  and  imperiled 
the  success  of  his  labors.  "  The  evening,"  says 
Mr.  Herodotus  Jenkins,  "was  so  delicious,  the 
scene  around  me  so  calm  and  grand,  I  fell  into 
a  reverie  which  was  now  and  then  disturbed  by 
the  whistling  of  the  wind  through  the  rigging. 
I  heard  a  step  behind,  and  looking  round  saw 
a  low-sized,  thick-set  man,  with  a  head  like  an 
inverted  pumpkin,  in  dark  clothes,  approaching 
the  taffrail,  Avith  his  head  buried  in  his  breast, 
and  a  pair  of  bright  black  eyes  shining  and  spark- 
ling like  diamonds." 

It  certainly  shoAvs  great  daring  and  conscious 
poAver  to  introduce  your  hero  as  loAv-sized  and 
thick-set,  Avith  a  head  like  an  inverted  pump- 
kin. But  still  more  striking  is  Mr.  Jenkins's 
bold  confidence  in  a  comma ;  for  if  that  little 
punctuating  point  had  foiled  to  come  in  at  the 
precise  place,  we  should  haA-e  had  "the  preach- 
er monk"  presented  to  us  as  a  figure  "with  a 
head  like  an  inverted  pumpkin  in  dark  clothes ; " 
and  nothing  but  the  experienced  skill  of  a  Jen- 
kins could  have  carried  such  a  description  to  a 
grave  conclusion.  The  loAv-sized  man  leans  over 
the  taffi'ail  beside  Mr.  Jenkins,  who,  although  he 
has  minutely  described  the  stranger's  appear- 
ance, noAV  remarks,  ' '  I  did  not  take  any  notice 
of  the  stranger  at  first."  But  a  voice  in  "full 
melodious  French"  is  suddenly  heard,  Avhose  "  li- 
quidity" and  other  vocal  virtues  noAv  has  the  ef- 
fect upon  Mr.  Jenkins's  mind  of  the  straAvberry 
mark  upon  the  left  arm  of  a  long-lost  brother. 
There  is  a  "flash  of  recollection"  by  Avhicli  this 
"  grand  voice"  is  seen  to  haA-e  been  heard  before. 
The  "inverted  pumpkin"  bent  tOAvard  Mr.  Jen- 
kins "Avith  marked  courtesy."  Also,  the  stran- 
ger, Avith  a  "  courteous  gesture,"  pointed  to  "the 
brilliant  sky  above  us,"  and  then  said  to  the  ex- 
cellent Jenkins,  "My  son,  this  night  is  a  beau- 
tiful one,  and  worthy  of  the  great  and  eternal 
attributes  of  God's  majesty."  There  could  be 
no  longer  any  doubt  even  in  the  severely  judi- 


cious mind  of  a  Jenkins;  and  "This,  then,  Avas 
Charles  Loyson  Hyacinthe,  the  Avondrous  Car- 
melite monk  preacher." 

When  Mr.  Jenkins  heard  him  preach  in  the 
Madeleine  in  Paris  five  years  before,  he  had  seen 
him  in  "  frock,  coavI,  and  sandaled  shoon."  But 
now  he  beheld  "a  gentlemanly  little  person 
[Avith  an  inverted  pumpkin  head  passivi],  in  the 
black  clothing  of  an  ordinary  American  "Roman 
Catholic  ecclesiastic,  Avearing  the  most  unmis- 
takable French  kid  boots,  and  a  modern  hat  of 
fashionable  construction."  This  gentleman  im- 
mediately proceeded  to  remark  to  Mr.  Jenkins 
that  "The  Gothic  structure  Avith  its  groined 
roof  and  fretwork,  its  mural  tablets  and  mag- 
nificent archAvays,  may  be  forgotten  after  the 
vision  has  left  them ;  but  here  the  span  of  sky 
and  the  deep,  deep  ocean  beneath,  silently  Aoaa'- 
ing  on,  and  ever  like  the  stream  of  eternity,  can 
alone  palsy  the  thoughts  of  an  unbeliever  and 
silence  the  reckless  jests  of  the  hardened  scoff^er. 
My  son,  think  of  these  things ;  look  not  lightly 
upon  Father  Ocean ;  ponder  and  meditate ;  for 
our  life  is  but  a  journey  from  Paris  to  Brussels  ; 
the  terminus  is  reached;  the  passengers  deposit- 
ed at  their  resting-place,  and  then  all  is  dark- 
ness and  agony  and  bcAvilderment  for  those  Avho 
have  dreamed  on  their  brief  life-journey  that  the 
great  All-Giver  and  Father  of  Mercies  Avas  but 
an  accident  of  chance,  a  being  to  analyze  and 
doubt  of,  as  Voltaire  did  to  his  eternal  destruc- 
tion." He  stopped.  "I  looked  around,"  re- 
marks Mr.  Jenkins,  "  and  I  saAv  the  form  of  the 
great  preacher  descending  the  companion-Avav 
into  the  saloon." 

It  is  evident  that,  as  hearing  the  "liquidity" 
of  the  A'oice  recalled  the  Madeleine  to  Mr.  Jen- 
kins, so  the  spectacle  of  that  gentleman  recalled 
the  church  so  A'ividly  to  the  father  that  he  imme- 
diately began  to  preach.  Is  this  indeed  the  kind 
oF  familiar  evening  chat  over  the  tafl^rail  that 
gentlemen  hear  Avho  go  down  to  the  sea  in  ships  ? 
Is  this  a  specimen  of  the  colloquy  of  the  good 
Carmelite  ?  Or  must  Ave  say,  in  the  Avords  of  a 
most  Avorthy  gentleman  Avith  a  sad  impediment 
in  his  speech,  that  "  Mum-Mum-Mum-Macaulay 
Avas  a  goo-goo-goo-good  Avriter,"  but  that  Macau- 
lay  must  pale  his  ineflTectual  fires  before  Herodo- 
tus Jenkins  ? 

An  Easy  Chair,  of  course,  can  only  Avonder  at 
the  historian,  even  as  the  historian  Avondered  at 
the  Avondrous  monk.  His  report  belongs  to  the 
more  fervid  parts  of  the  literature  of  travel,  and 
it  is  certainly  very  much  more  entertaining  than 
many  of  the  most  popular  novels  of  the  moment. 
Its  title  should  apparently  be  The  Man  Who 
Preaches.  And  if,  as  the  reader  peruses  the  re- 
port, he  must  needs  fancy  the  modest  clergyman 
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who  is  the  hero  shrinking  and  wincing  from 
such  a  glowing  portraiture,  yet  he  must  remem- 
ber that,  as  a  Carmelite,  he  is  devoted  to  self- 
renunciation  and  sacrifice.  We  have  had  a 
moonlight  glimpse  of  the  hero  leaning  over  the 
taffrail  and  preaching  a  short  sermon.  Let  us 
observe  him  as  Mr.  Jenkins  describes  him  in  a 
moment  of  silence.  "The  figure  of  the  Father 
was  often  noticeable  on  deck,  studying  his  bre- 
viary between  meals,  and  promenading  on  the 
smooth  polished  wooden  surface.  Father  ITya- 
cinthe  had  some  qualms  of  sea-sickness,  but  he 
managed  to  overcome  them  after  the  first  two 
days  of  the  passage  out  from  Brest. " 

Mr.  Jenkins  had  plainly  resolved  that  this  his- 
tory should  be,  as  we  have  called  it,  his  great 
work — even  surpassing  his  account  of  Mrs.  Flum- 
my's  recherche  croquet  matinee,  or  Mrs.  Dummy's 
last  select  and  aristocratic  caudle  dansante.  Ev- 
idently he  took  prodigious  pains  that  his  hero 
should  be  presented  to  the  American  world  in  a 
manner  that  should  leave  nothing  to  be  said,  and 
very  little  to  be  surmised.  ' '  At  the  dining-ta- 
ble,"  continues  this  most  veracious  and  charm- 
ing of  chroniclers — "at  the  dining-table  the  great 
preacher  ate  sparingly  of  the  plainest  dishes,  and 
seemed  quite  fond  of  celery  and  pickled  onions ; 
underdone  roast  beef  and  boiled  mutton  he  also 
seemed  to  relish,  and  the  dessert  of  raisins  and 
other  fruits  were  relished  by  him.  He  drank 
sherry  in  small  quantities,  and  occasionally  a 
glass  of  Medoc  table-claret.  A  light  breakfast 
of  white  hot  French  rolls  and  a  cup  of  coffee 
served  for  his  breakfast,  and  his  lunch  was  no- 
thing but  a  little  soup  and  a  boiled  potato." 
Could  an  enlightened  curiosity  demand  more? 
Alas !  yes ;  for  there  are  spots  upon  the  sun. 
He  relishes  underdone  beef  and  pickled  onions. 
But  does  he  take  mustard  with  the  former,  and 
does  he  wipe  his  mouth  with  a  napkin  after  the 
latter  ?  Alas  !  Alps  on  Alps  arise !  If  a  nap- 
kin, does  he  handle  it  with  both  hands,  and  draw 
it  from  side  to  side  of  his  mouth,  as  is  the  cus- 
tom of  his  country,'04'  does  he  mop  the  lips  mere- 
ly ?  And  if  he  mops  merely,  does  he  use  both 
hands  or  one  only?  And  if  one,  which  one? 
And  if  the  right  one,  does  his  little  finger  stick 
out  ornamentally,  or  does  it  assist  in  grasping 
the  linen  ?  And  is  it  real  linen  ?  Or  cotton  and 
linen  mixed  ?  And  how  often  are  the  napkins 
changed  ?  And  are  they  carefully  washed  ?  And 
who  does  the  washing  ?  And  how  much  is  she 
paid  a  dozen?  And  is  she  married?  And  how 
many  children  has  she  ?  And  are  they  going  to 
take  in  washing  too  ?  Herodotus  Jenkins,  like 
Macaulay,  is  a  goo-goo-good  writer,  but  there 
are  some  things  that  even  he  has  omitted. 

By  an  easy  and  natural  transition  the  histori- 
an passes  from  pickled  onions  to  the  occasion  of 
the  Father's  departure  from  his  convent,  and 
quotes  the  letter  of  one  of  his  warm  personal 
friends.  "I  give  it  just  as  I  saw  it  in  manu- 
script," characteristically  says  the  author.  By- 
and-by  the  voyage  is  ended,  and  the  hubbub  of 
arrival  follows,  and  then  the  hero  of  the  maijnum 
opus  "came  on  the  dock  unobtrusively,  dressed 
in  a  plain  black  suit,  with  a  broad  felt  hat."  He 
is  described  as  passing  rapidly  to  a  carriage,  and 
the  scene  then  shifts  to  the  hotel  at  which  he  is 
to  lodge.  The  hall  of  the  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel 
at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  is  graphically 
portrayed.    "The grand  hall  on  the  first-floor  is 


but  thinly  populated,  and  presents  a  scene  far 
less  inspiriting  than  that  which  strikes  the  eye 
after  the  shades  of  night  have  come  down,  and 
the  lamps  of  Madison  Square  shed  their  genial 
light  across  Broadway. "  Suddenly  at  this  hour 
"the  gentlemanly  clerks  behind  the  hotel  desk" 
are  taken  by  surprise.  A  carriage  rumbles.  It 
stops.  What  of  it  ?  It  often  happens.  'Tis  at 
the  side-door.  What  then?  What  then,  un- 
conscious gentlemanly  clerks?  Why,  in  that 
carriage  there  is  a  seat,  and  upon  that" seat  there 
is  a  man  with  French  kid-boots  and  an  inverted 
pumpkin  head  in  dark  clothes,  and  that  man 
upon  that  seat  is  the  wondrous  Carmelite  monk 
preaclier.  Hist  I  he  comes.  "Although  con- 
siderably fatigued  by  the  voyage,  the  reverend  Fa- 
ther stepped  up  to  the  desk,  and  with  a  hand 
that  did  not  tremble  in  the  least  enrolled  on  the 
register  the  name  Fr.  Hyacintlie.  As  soon  as 
he  had  done  this  little  piece  of  chirography  a 
number  of  gentlemen," etc.  But  the  enrolling 
and  chirographical  Father  escaped  the  civilities 
of  "a  number  of  gentlemen,"  and  was  "con- 
ducted up  stairs  to  the  apartments  that  he  will 
occupy  during  his  sojourn  in  this  city."  Other 
people  m.ay  write  their  names  and  go  to  their 
rooms,  but  not  those  whom  Mr.  Jenkins  attends. 
Mere  mortals  also  upon  the  pages  of  other  his- 
torians may  wash  tlieir  hands  and  faces.  But 
the  heroes  of  Jenkins  are  guilty  of  nothing  mon- 
osyllabic. "Father  Hyacinthe,  like  all  good 
Christians,  had  no  sooner  entered  the  room  than 
he  paid  his  respects  to  the  apparatus  that  is  de- 
voted to  ablutionary  purposes.  He  turned  on 
J^ie  Croton,  and  was  in  the  middle  of  a  thorough 
wash  when  an  invitation  was  received  for  him  to 
come  down  to  dinner."  Whether  the  annalist 
observed  these  historical  events  from  under  the 
bed  or  through  the  keyhole  he  does  not  record ; 
and,  by  a  singular  lapse  of  the  sense  of  the  fit- 
ness and  symmetry  of  things,  he  does  not  even 
relate,  O  Muse !  the  wiping  of  the  hands  and 
face,  ilor  stay  to  tell  the  number  of  the  towels ; 
nor  whether  they  were  fringed  or  bordered  in 
colors  ;  nor  their  probable  cost ;  nor  whether  a 
liberal  discount  was  allowed  for  their  being  tak- 
en by  the  quantity ;  nor,  indeed,  any  of  those 
details  which  an  intelligent  reader  intent  upon 
the  great  religious  protest  of  the  Carmelite  Fa- 
ther has  a  moral  right  to  know.  But  before 
we  lose  sight  of  the  hero  we  hear,  as  it  were,  a 
reflected  strain  of  the  orator.  "The  distin- 
guished guest,  although  suffering  from  fatigue, 
praised  the  dinner  very  highly,  and  with  that  pe- 
culiar eloquence  which  is  decidedly  his  own  [and 
Avhich  I,  Herodotus  Jenkins,  so  well  remember  in 
the  Madeleine  Church  in  Faiis],  bestowed  many 
compliments  on  the  style  of  cuisine  which  it  was 
his  i)leasure  to  experience  so  soon  after  landing 
on  the  shores  of  the  'land  of  the  free  and  the 
home  of  the  brave.'  " 

What  Dr.  Johnson  would  have  thought  of 
Boswell's  story  of  him  we  shall  never  know,  but 
the  good  Father  Hyacinthe  was  said,  and  doubt- 
less with  truth,  to  have  been  aghast  when  he  saw 
his  i)ortrait  by  Jenkins.  It  may  be  supposed  to 
have  suggested  to  him  that  for  a  conspicuous 
man  the  United  States  are  a  Avhisj)ering  gallery 
walled  with  mirrors.  Every  motion  is  multi- 
plied infinitely,  and  every  word  echoes  and  re- 
echoes without  end.  Mr.  Jenkins,  indeed,  has, 
as  he  will  doubtless  be  glad  to  hear,  "a  great 
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mission  to  perform,"  not  unlike  that  of  the  skull 
of  the  old  feasts.  "Remember  your  mortality," 
it  said  to  the  revelers.  '"Mind  your  eye  and 
your  tongue  and  your  pen,"  says  Herodotus  Jen- 
kins to  every  distinguished  visitor  and  lion.  If 
Father  Hyacinthe  makes  any  serious  blunder 
while  he  remains  in  this  country,  it  will  certainly 
not  be  the  fault  of  the  historian.  If  he  does  not 
weigh  every  word  and  guard  every  look,  it  w'ill 
not  be  because  he  does  not  know  that  he  is  mi- 
nutely studied  through  a  thousand  lorgnettes. 
Meanwhile,  as  Mr.  Jenkins  is  of  a  genial  and 
humane  temper,  whose  purpose  is  to  please  his 
fellow-creatures,  he  ought  to  be  satisfied  with 
the  reflection  that  while  Thucydides  and  Salhist 
and  Gibbon  and  Grote  and  Macaulay  and  Motley 
may  be  read  through  without  a  single  smile,  it  is 
impossible  to  read  Herodotus  Jenkins  without 
peals  of  laughter  at  every  line.  "Small  service 
is  true  service  while  it  lasts."  Grimaldi,  also, 
was  a  benefactor. 


The  precise  result  of  Father  Hyacinthe's  de- 
parture from  his  convent  can  not  yet  be  known. 
The  course  which  the  Superior  of  his  order  cen- 
sured was  approved  by  the  Archbishop  of  Paris, 
in  whose  diocese  the  alleged  improprieties  were 
committed  ;  and  after  the  peremptory  order  from 
the  Carmelite  Superior  to  confine  his  preaching 
to  certain  topics,  and  to  suspend  all  advocacy  of 
measures  not  "exclusively  Catholic,"  Father 
Hyacinthe,  by  declining  to  obey,  and  by  throw- 
ing off  the  robe  of  his  order  and  leaving  the 
Carmelite  convent,  seems  to  have  declared  that 
if  the  Superior  has  a  right  to  discipline  him  for 
conduct  which  the  Archbishop  approves,  he  re- 
nounces the  vows  of  his  order,  and  releases  him- 
self from  the  duty  of  obedience.  It  is  not,  as  we 
write,  known  that  Father  Hyacinthe  has  made 
any  appeal  to  a  competent  ecclesiastical  tribunal, 
nor  that  the  penalty  which  tlie  Superior  asserts 
that  he  has  incurred  has  been  enforced  against 
him.  Apparently  he  must  take  the  first -step  if 
he  W'Ould  arrest  judgment.  But  who  sliall  as- 
sume to  penetrate  the  ecclesiastical  meshes  of 
Rome  ? 

The  interest  of  the  protest  is  its  illustration  of 
the  instinct  of  moral  liberty.  Since  Bossuet 
there  seems  to  have  been  no  preacher  of  such 
peculiar  persuasiveness  and  renown  as  Hyacinthe. 
That  there  was  a  great  deal  of  melodrama  in  the 
scenes  at  the  Madeleine  and  Notre  Dame  may  be 
true ;  but  they  were  parts  of  a  melodramatic 
system.  That  his  preaching  was  emotional,  and 
even  sentimental,  may  also  be  true.  But  the 
best  preaching  has  its  source  in  emotion,  and 
most  great  preachers  have  been  in  some  degree 
sentimentalists.  His  gifts  and  graces  as  an  or- 
ator would  seem  to  be  indisputable  ;  and  when  it 
happens  that  a  cowled  and  tonsured  monk,  whose 
vows  imprison  him  from  the  most  precious  hu- 
man affections,  has  a  great  tender  heart,  it  gives 
his  oratorical  genius  a  power  and  pathos  which 
may  easily  be  resistless.  Such  a  man,  too,  nat- 
urally' idealizes  with  almost  a  lover's  passion  the 
Church,  which  stands  to  him  for  wife  and  mother 
and  child.  He  clings  to  it,  he  defends  it- with 
immeasurable  fondness.  When,  therefore,  such 
a  man  seems  to  become  its  antagonist,  or  is  in 
any  way  willing  to  provoke  observation  and  crit- 
icism by  a  protest,  and  will  not  confine  himself, 
as  Father  Hyacinthe's  Superior  besought  him  to 


do,  to  subjects  upon  'which  the  whole  Church 
agrees,  it  is  plain  that  the  attitude  he  takes  has 
the  deepest  significance. 

As  long  as  a  Church  can  control  civilization  it 
has  an  aspect  of  liberality  and  progress.  It  pro- 
motes improvements  not  inconsistent  with  its 
own  supremacy,  as  it  gladly  encourages  secular 
schools  of  which  it  can  have  the  exclusive  direc- 
tion. Cedric  the  Saxon  is  not  anxious  in  these 
days  that  Gurth  shall  wear  the  iron  collar  con- 
spicuously on  the  outside  of  his  coat.  He  may 
adjust  it  skillfully  under  the  most  rakish  and 
fashionable  scarf  or  cravat — but  the  collar  must 
be  there.  An  age  which  will  not  wear  the  col- 
lar, hov/ever,  disturbs  the  placidity  of  the  mas- 
ter, and  his  attempt  to  retain  it  reveals  the  fact 
that  the  iron  collar  is  the  main  thing  with  him. 
The  Galilean  tendency,  or  the  liberal  spirit  in 
Father  Hyacinthe's  Church,  is  disposed  to  fra- 
ternize with  the  religious  world  every  where; 
to  help  Avhat  are  called  secular  reforms ;  in  a 
word,  as  the  phrase  goes,  to  accept  the  nine- 
teenth century.  But  this  is  to  dispense  with  the 
collar  altogether.  This  is  to  release  civilization 
from  absolute  ecclesiastical  domination  ;  to  con- 
found the  faithful  and  the  infidel,  the  sheep  and 
the  goats,  and  to  plunge  the  world  into  ecclesias- 
tical chaos.  Now  the  ecclesiastical  seal  every 
where  has  always  the  same  legend,  "Heads,  I 
Win ;  Tails,  You  Lose. "  The  nineteenth  cen- 
.tury  doubts,  and  questions,  and  philosophizes. 
To  accept  it,  therefore,  is  to  disregard  the  signet. 

Father  Hyacinthe  represents  the  protest  which 
a  commanding  part  of  the  intelligence  of  Catho- 
lic Europe  makes  against  the  probable  action  of 
the  Great  Council.  He  and  his  friends  fear  tliat 
by  a  declaration  of  the  infallibility  of  the  Head 
of  the  Church,  or  by  some  denunciation  of  the 
spirit  of  the  age,  the  Church  will  be  overwhelmed 
in  a  reaction  which  Avill  alienate  from  her  em- 
brace many  of  the  best  and  most  powerful  of  her 
children.  With  that  complacent  contempt  which 
the  adherents  of  a  vast  establishment,  whether 
political  or  religious,  always  feel  toward  opposi- 
tion—  for  the  confidence  of  conservatism  in  the 
established  order  is  as  absolute  as  that  of  Sin- 
bad's  sailors  in  the  solid  land  which  proved  to  be 
a  whale  and  dived — it  is  said  that  greater  men 
than  the  good  Carmelite  have  protested  and  suc- 
cumbed to  the  mighty  mother ;  that  Fenelon 
made  his  peace,  and  that  Passaglia,  who  broke 
with  the  Jesuits,  recanted,  and  begged  to  be  al- 
lowed to  return. 

But  when  we  read  the  history  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution  it  is  not  the  defeats  at  Long  Isl- 
and and  Germantown  that  arrest  our  minds  so 
much  as  the  surrenders  at  Saratoga  and  York- 
town.  Fenelon  made  his  peace.  '  How  about 
Luther?  Passaglia  recanted.  Did  Savonarola? 
The  ancient  ecclesiastical  establishment  is  very 
firm  and  solid  ;  but  are  there  no  signs  in  Austria, 
for  instance,  of  a  disposition  to  dive  ?  If  greater 
men  than  the  Carmelite  have  recanted,  greater 
than  they  have  persisted.  And  in  these  days, 
however  they  may  be  condemned  by  due  eccle- 
siastical authority,  still  in  these  days  can  a 
Church  which  is  to  be  as  wise  as  a  serpent,  as 
well  as  guileless  as  a  dove,  safely  alienate  men 
like  Montalembert  and  Hyacinthe  and  their 
friends  and  followers  ? 

The  precise  position  of  these  protestants  against 
the  probable  action  of  the  coming  Council  seems 
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to  be  not  difficult  to  understand,  although,  as  we 
said,  the  result  in  the  particular  case  of  Father 
Hyacinthes  alleged  contumacy  as'  a  Carmelite 
friar  can  not  be  easily  foreseen.  Tiie  infallibil- 
ity of  the  Church  is  a  fundamental  doctrine  of 
the  Roman  establishment ;  but  it  has  always 
been  an  undecided  point  whether  it  resided  in 
the  General  Council  or  in  the  union  of  Vo])e  and 
Council.  In  any  case,  however,  the  harmonious 
declaration  of  a  dogma  by  Pope  and  Council  to- 
gether must  be  received  as'  infallible.  To  this, 
as  we  understand.  Father  Hyacinthe  and  his 
friends  do  not  object ;  but  they  say  that  the  dec- 
laration of  the  Council,  whatever  it  may  l)e, 
must  be  the  result  of  the  most  ample  and  the 
most  unfettered  deliberation.  1'he  voice  of  a  co- 
erced Council,  or  of  a  packed  Council,  is  not  the 
infallible  voice  of  the  Church.  Father  Hya- 
cinthe, in  his  letter,  protests  against  the  doc- 
trines and  practices  calling  themselves  Roman, 
but  which  are  not  Christian ;  against  the  at- 
tempted divorce  between  the  Church  and  the 
century ;  and  the  dreadful  opposition  in  the 
name  of  the  Church  to  human  nature.  He  then 
says  that  if  France  is  given  over  to  social,  moral, 
and  religious  anarchy  the  principal  cause  is  not 
Catholicism,  but  the  Avay  in  which  Catliolicism 
has  long  been  taught  and  practiced.  Then,  in  a 
tone  which  must  have  caused  the  Carmelite  Su- 
perior and  the  Holy  Father  to  listen  with  open 
mouth  of  amazement,  the  monk  cries:  "I  ap- 
peal to  the  Council  about  to  meet  to  seek  for 
remedies  for  the  excess  of  our  evils,  and  to  apply 
them  with  as  much  force  as  gentleness.  But  if 
fears  in  which  I  do  not  wish  to  share  come  to  be 
realized — if  the  august  assembly  has  not  more 
liberty  in  its  deliberations  than  it  has  already  in 
its  preparation — if,  in  a  word,  it  is  deprived  of 
the  essential  characters  of  an  CEcumenical  Coun- 
cil, I  will  cry  to  God  and  men  to  call  another 
truly  united  in  the  Holy  Spirit,  not  in  the  spirit 
of  party,  and  representing  really  the  Universal 
Church,  not  the  silence  of  some  men,  the  op- 
pression of  others." 

This  is  to  say  that  the  Council  is  probably 
packecl,  and  that  its  conclusions  will  not  be  the 
result  of  free  deliberation,  and  therefore  not 
binding.  But  the  Father  must  see  that  the  ap- 
parent harmony  of  Rope  and  Council  is  all  that 
is  essential  to  an  infallible  declaration,  because 
actual  harmony  can  never  be  known.  When  a 
Legislature  passes  a  law  by  constitutional  meth- 
ods it  is  the  binding  action  of  the  Legislature, 
whether  the  members  are  all  conscientiously 
convinced,  or  whether  a  majority  have  been 
bribed  or  frightened.  If  the  Church  be  infal- 
lible, the  infallibility  must  reside  in  Pope  and 
Council  united,  and  when  they  speak  their  voice 
is  final.  Father  Hyacinthe,  in  declaring  in  ad- 
vance that  he  will  not  regard  the  united  voice  if 
it  says  Avhat  he  does  not  believe,  and  that  certain 
declarations  will  prove  that  the  Council  is  not 
free,  merely  asserts  what  any  other  Catholic  may 
assert  of  any  Council  that  has  ever  assembled. 
It  is  a  position  incompatible  with  the  acknowl- 
edgment of  the  infallibility  of  the  Church,  be- 
cause it  is  a  plain  declaration  that  if  tlie  (Jhurch 
jjroclaims  what  Father  Hyacinthe  does  not  be- 
lieve he  will  reject  it.  This  is  simple  I'rotest- 
antism.  Every  Protestant,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Prime, 
for  instance,  who  called  upon  the  Father  upon 
his  arrival  in  this  city,  will  willingly  accept  any 


declaration  of  the  CEcumenical  Council  which  he 
believes  to  be  true. 

If.  Father  Hyacinthe  had  protested  that  he 
feared  the  Council  would  not  be  free,  and  hav- 
ing striven  to  rouse  his  fellow-churchmen  to  that 
fact,  had  trusted  to  the  influence  of  the  public 
opinion  of  the  Church  upon  its  deliberations,  and 
had  there  paused,  he  would  seem  to  1)e  as  good  a 
Catholic  as  ever ;  because  it  would  be  presumed 
that,  having  done  what  he  could  to  free  the  in- 
fallible decision  from  coercion,  he  would  abide 
by  it.  But  in  going  one  step  further,  and  saying 
that  if  the  Council  should  make  certain  decisions 
he  should  deny  its  binding  authority  and  strive 
for  the  calling  of  another  CJouncil,  he  makes  ev- 
ery individual  Cathohc  the  judge  of  the  infallible 
decisions  of  the  Clmrch. 

If  the  Council  should  not  declare  what  Father 
Hyacinthe  fears,  every  thing  will  be  well.  If  it 
should,  and  he  cried  in  vain  for  a  new  Council, 
will  he  acknowledge  the  authority  of  the  decisions, 
or  vv  ill  he  continue  to  protest  ? 

A  srECiAL  meeting  of  the  Sassafras  Club  was 
lately  called  to  take  into  consideration  an  offense 
with  which  Woodchuck  is  charged — one  of  the 
most  serious  charges,  indeed,  which  can  be  urged 
against  any  man  ;  that,  namely,  of  composing 
and  uttering  through  the  press  a  volume.  The 
attendance  was  enormous,  and  proportioned  to 
the  gravity  of  the  occasion.  President  Tung  took 
the  chair,  and  in  a  voice  penetrated  with  emo- 
tion stated  that  the  hour  had  arrived,  and  asked 
every  member  present  to  listen.  lie  then  re- 
marked that  brother  Woodchuck  was  ])opu]arly 
charged  with  an  act  that  necessarily  fell  within 
the  cognizance  of  the  Club — in  foct,  and  without 
circumlocution,  with  the  commission  of  a  book. 
There  was  a  certain  interest  manifested  at  this 
point,  but  mingled  with  an  air  of  expectation 
and  want  of  surprise,  such  as  might  be  evinced 
in  any  intelligent  oinitliological  circle  upon  the 
announcement  that  the  meadow-lark  had  been 
detected  in  the  very  act  of  singing. 

"I  proceed,  gentlemen,"  said  President  Tung, 
"to  lay  the  corpus  delicti  upon  the  table."  So 
saying  President  Tung  produced  a  neat  volume, 
which  he  held  for  a  few  moments  as  a  connoisseur 
holds  a  glass  of  Tokay  or  of  Lagrima  Christi, 
tasting  it  with  his  imagination,  as  it  were,  and 
feasting  expectation  ;  but  with  the  same  mourn- 
ful tone  he  added  :  "  Here,  gentlemen,  is  tlie  of- 
fense."  The  Club  at  this  arose  and  crowded  to- 
ward the  table  to  inspect  the  subject.  It  ap- 
peared, upon  rapidly  turning  the  leaves,  to  be  a 
collection  of  lyrical  poems — such  as  were  former- 
ly called  occasional  or  fugitive  verses.  Fugitive, 
fugitive,  why  fugitive  ?  Indeed  what  else  tlian 
fugitive?  How  many  of  these  neat,  new  little 
volumes,  Avarm,  as  it  were,  from  the  ])ress — and 
warmer  si  ill  from  the  licart  of  the  singer — has 
not  an  ancient  Easy  Ciiair,  with  vain  syni])athy 
and  regret,  beheld  suddenly  spreading  all  tiieir 
pretty  plumage  of  gold  and  blue  and  green — 
whatever  it  niiglit  be — and  fluttering  away,  aw  ay, 
away  to  the  sad  fate  of  (iinevra  ?  One  flight,  and 
they  are  seen  no  more.  Or  arc  they  like  little 
song  birds  wliich  have  made  themselves  all  leady 
in  the  nest  for  flying  and  singing  through  a  long, 
long  summer,  and,  lo !  when  every  thing  is  ripe, 
and  they  are,  so  to  say,  put  to  press,  alack  !  over 
they  go,  whack,  to  the  hard,  pitiless  ground,  and 
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their  poor  little  necks  are  broken,  and  their  sum- 
mer life  is  ended. 

Some  members  of  the  Club  have  large  collec- 
tions of  these  little  birds,  which  they  have  laid  by, 
as  it  were,  in  sassafras.  They  are  ranged  upon 
shelves,  often  behind  glass,  sometimes  under  a 
fringe  of  scalloped  leather,  and  it  is  touching  to 
contemplate  the  tender  songsters  nipped  un- 
timely, whom  nobody  heard,  and  nobody  will  ever 
hear.  Poor  dead  songs  !  And  some  of  them  so 
sweet  and  true,  too !  Some  of  them  so  well  worth 
the  hearing  which  they  never  had !  Some  that 
would  have  satisfied  insatiable  Echo  much  more 
than  many  that  she  turns  over  and  over  upon 
her  tongue — some  that  haply  might  have  seemed 
to  her  the  voice  of  Narcissus  relenting. 

"Yes,"  said  President  Tung,  "I  call  it  an 
offense — but  not  in  the  usual  sense  of  those 
words — an  offense  against  us,  who  lovingly  dwell 
with  the  offender  in  bonds  of  Sassafras,  but  still 
not  offense  in  the  sense  of  the  police  courts. 
Indeed,  my  Sassafras  brethren  understand  that 
the  offense  is  merely  an  appeal  to  our  sensibili- 
ties— an  apprehension  lest  the  voice  of  our  bard 
should  not  be  heeded,  and  so  our  sympathies  be 
taxed — lest  the  song  of  the  meadow-lark  be  lost 
in  the  scream  of  gaudy  jays  and  the  coarse  caw 
of  crows." 

"Pshaw!  Mr.  President,"  exclaimed  Robin 
Hood,  "do  you  think  the  lover  of  the  lark  can 
not  hear  and  distinguish  ?" 

"I  hope  he  can,"  responded  President  Tung, 
' '  if  he  gets  a  chance  to  hear  it.  But  how  many 
books  perish  because  they  are  never  heard  of!" 

"Yes,"  cried  several  members,  "but  good 
books  are  heard  of. " 

"Doubtless,"  returned  President  Tung,  "the 
best  books  are.  But  there  are  many  whose  strain 
is  delicate,  and  which  expire  unheard.  They  are 
crowded  aside,  perhaps  by  better ;  but  still  they 
had  a  reason-to-be,  as  the  French  say,  and  they 
would  have  been  enjoyed  if  they  could  but  have 
come  into  the  proper  hands. " 

"  ]\Ieanwhile,"  said  a  member,  "I  call  for  the 
reading  of  the  book. " 

"That  is  impossible,  gentlemen,"  said  Presi- 
dent Tung,  "for  it  is  already  getting  chilly.  I 
suggest  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  re- 
port." 

The  suggestion  was  vociferously  approved,  and 
a  committee  appointed.  At  the  next  meeting, 
also  specially  called,  and  as  fully  attended,  they 
presented  the  following  report : 

"The  book  intrusted  to  us  has  been  carefully 
and  even  fondly  read,  for  we  know  the  singer. 
Erom  the  placid  proem : 

'Now  iu  the  waning  years  of  life, 

Since  Autumn  crowns  my  lengthened  days, 
Apart  from  scenes  of  worldly  strife, 

And  seeking  light  from  Wisdom's  ways, 
I've  gathered  up  from  far  and  near 

The  records  of  my  joy  and  grief, 
And  with  a  mingled  hope  and  fear 

Have  bound  them  in  an  Autumn  Sheaf.' 

From  these  lines  to  the  end  it  is  a  book  of  the 
utmost  sincerity;  full  of  woodland  musings,  a 
strain  that  Cowper  would  have  loved.  If  the 
reader  of  these  tranquil  verses  should  firncy  a 
shy,  retiring  lover  of  the  woods  and  fields,  fa- 
miliar Avith  all  rural  sounds  and  scenes,  friend 
of  the  rabbit  and  the  robin,  with  a  simple  delight 
in  the  most  common  aspects  of  nature,  and  a 
hearty  loyalty  to  all  the  country  bards  and  books  ; 


a  musing  loiterer,  with  so  keen  a  sense  of  life, 
and  so  sincere  an  enjoyment  of  it,  that  he  al- 
most grudged  the  noiseless  lapse  of  time,  and 
clung  to  vanished  days  and  scenes  with  a  half- 
morbid,  fond  regret  that  gives  his  best  song  an 
elegiac  strain  ;  and  if  to  this  you  add  the  truesl 
humanity  and  the  tenderest  sympathy  with  every 
kind  of  suffering  and  every  form  of  generous  en^ 
deavor — with  the  most  quaint  and  hearty  geni- 
ality— why,  then,  gentlemen,  the  reader  may  have 
some  fancy  of  the  singer,  and  may  anticipate 
the  quality  of  his  strain. 

"As  for  the  Committee,  it  can  not  turn  a  i)age 
of  the  little  book  but  its  author  seems  to  be  pho- 
tographed upon  it.  A  Yankee  living  by  choice 
a  placid  rural  life  on  the  edge  of  a  humming  city, 
familiar  with  good  books  and  the  friend  of  good 
men ;  so  intensely  civilized  that  there  is  a  slight 
reaction  from  civilization  in  his  theories,  perhaps, 
and  a  suggested  preference  of  ways  of  living  to 
which  the  serene  comfort  of  his  life  gives  a  mer- 
rily mocking  answer — if  some  such  figure  should 
show  its  outline  upon  the  page  the  reader  would 
not  be  startled,  it  would  enable  him  the  better  to 
hear  the  inward  music  of  the  verse.  It  has  a 
homely  simplicity  ;  and  there  is  a  sense  of  lonely 
pastures,  and  rustling  autumn  woods,  and  the 
clear  orange  of  winter  sunsets  in  it,  with  the  kind- 
ly religious  eye  and  softly  remembering  heart 
that  contemplate  them.  There  are  touches  as 
true  to  the  characteristic  New  England  landscape, 
wholly  unidealized,  except  by  association,  as  Cow- 
per's  to  the  English  country.  How  good  this  is, 
gentlemen : 

'  On  yonder  hill  an  ancient  farm-house  stand?, 
With  its  old  barn  and  sheds  and  crib  for  corn ; 
A  broad  o'ershadowing  elm  droops  near  the  roof, 
And  sweeps  the  mossy  shingles  with  its  boughs. 
Green  meadows  and  old  fields  stretch  far  away, 
Bounded  by  towering  Avoods  of  oak  and  pine — 
A  pleasant  picture  'neath  the  summer  sky, 
Seen  from  the  lowlands  on  its  southern  marge. 
And  with  the  song  of  bird  and  insect  hum 
I  heard  the  thumping  of  the  busy  flail— 
A  pleasant  music  in  this  rustling  scene; 
And  just  descry  between  the  opening  doors 
The  lusty  threshers  eager  at  their  toil. 
A  irroup  of  rustic  children  in  the  shade. 
All  brown  with  berrying  in  the  neii;hboring  field, 
Are  making  merry  on  the  short  green  grstss. 
Beneath  a  maple's  shade  in  yonder  mead 
A  group  of  cattle  seek  the  cooling  breeze, 
Some  standing  and  some  lying  down  at  ease ; 
The  old  horse  just  apart,  resting  one  foot, 
Stands  listless:  nearer,  a  few  straggling  sheep, 
The  wether's  tinkling  bell  just  faintly  heard. 
Browse  the  short  grass  upon  a  verdant  knoll; 
While  all  around  the  air  is  calm  and  sweet, 
And  overhead  the  clear  blue  sky  outspread 
With  fleecy  clouds  careering  to  the  breeze— 
The  upper  current  felt  not  here  below.' 

"  Here,  gentlemen,  is  no  special  felicity  of 
phrase,  but  a  charming  and  most  unmistakable 
picture  of  the  plain  Yankee  landscape  and  fig- 
ures ;  every  detail  is  seen,  because  loved.  With 
instinctive  sympathy  the  bard  concludes,  moral- 
izing upon  the  scene : 

'  Hence  come  our  sweetest  poets,  for  the  muse 
Delights  to  favor  those  of  simple  lives, 
Who  grow  up  'neath  broad  skies  in  Nature's  school, 
And  drink  at  well-springs  of  eternal  truth. 
Thus  have  I  painted,  in  my  homely  way, 
A  scene  such  as  may  oft  be  witnessed 
By  those  whose  eyes  are  open  to  its  charms— 
A  blessing  on  them  wheresoe'er  they  be !' 

"And  it  is  precisely  to  these  that  the  poet 
sings,  and  who  will  most  gladly  welcome  his 
modest,  unobtrusive  book,  murmuring  with  '  the 
still  sad  music'  which  is  most  familiar  to  them. 
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"Your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  not 
difficult  to  picture  the  singer  as  choosing  some 
little  retreat,  some  wooden  hut  or  'shop,'  as  it 
is  called  upon  the  New  England  farm,  which  he 
would  probably  divest  of  all  carpenter's  tools, 
and  furnish  with  an  old  sofa  and  some  ancient 
table  and  antiquated  desk,  of  the  kind  usually 
consigned  to  the  attic  as  impracticable  lumber. 
Well  hacked  and  battered  these  should  be  in  the 
vision,  your  Committee  think,  and  they  would 
suggest  "^adding  to  them,  as  a  probable  part  of 
the  picture,  a  small  iron  stove  planted  in  the 
middle  of  the  floor,  just  large  enough  to  be 
choked  with  a  small  '  chunk'  of  wood,  and  of  a 
temper  to  roar  dreadfully  while  it  consumed  its 
food.  There  should  be  three  or  four  rough 
shelves  for  a  few  plain,  leather-backed  books ; 
but  chiefly  there  should  be  in  this  imaginary 
scene  a  tapestry  hanging  on  the  walls,  more 
curious  than  the  most  wondrous  Gobelin  —  a 
tapestry  woven  by  the  most  famous  men  and 
women  of  all  countries  and  times,  in  the  form 
of  scraps  of  paper  inscribed  with  a  sentence  or 
a  stanza  from  philosopher  or  poet,  and  tacked 
upon  the  boards  that  make  the  wall.  Fancy- 
ing the  bird  in  such  a  cage  your  Committee 
can  fully  enjoy  this  song,  which  is  caUed  '  Win- 
ter Evening : ' 

*The  snow  falls  ou  my  shanty  roof, 
And  fiercely  drives  against  the  door; 
But  my  warm  fire  keeps  harm  aloof, 
And  flickers  ou  the  hard  pine  floor. 

•  Flickers  upon  the  boards  and  beams 
That  form  my  humble  rustic  dome, 
Where  flies  enjoy  their  winter  dreams, 
And  wasps  and  spiders  find  a  home. 


'  Companions  of  my  solitude, 

Ye're  welcome  to  your  chosen  nooks, 
In  this  my  habitation  rude; 
Ye  never  on  my  peace  intrude, 
But  leave  me  to  my  thoughts  and  books. 

'  So  let  the  storm  beat  loud  without, 
If  only  peace  may  rule  within ; 
All  harping  ills  I'll  put  to  rout, 
And  deem  my  solitude  no  sin.' 

"Your  Committee,  gentlemen,  are  very  sure 
that  you  now  understand  the  character  and'worth 
of  this  little  book.  The  fear  hinted  by  the  Pres- 
ident that  our  Sassafras  sympathies  might  be 
touched  by  some  want  of  public  recognition  of  it 
is  unnecessary  ;  for  a  man  does  not  sit  in  a  shan- 
ty musing  upon  life  and  men,  and  enjoying  ev- 
ery natural  sight  and  sound,  to  be  troubled  by 
the  want  of  cheers  under  his  window.  The  po- 
et's dedication  explains  all : 

'Whoso  delights  in  quiet  paths  to  stray, 
To  whom  the  Muses  lend  their  quiet  aid, 

Who  shuns  the  glare  of  ostentation's  sway, 
Within  whose  court  a  worship  base  is  paid, 
Whose  soul  by  Nature's  gentler  voice  is  stayed : 

To  these  my  Muse  would  dedicate  her  strains, 
Unmarked  by  classic  lore  or  guileful  art, 

The  simple  music  of  the  hills  and  plains, 
And  thus  give  pleasure  to  some  kindred  heart 
That  seeks  to  draw  from  life  its  better  part.' " 

As  the  Committee  stopped  reading  there  was 
no  vote  upon  the  report,  for  it  was  universally 
felt  that  it  was  accepted.  Nor  was  there  any 
formal  vote  to  adjourn.  The  Club  broke  up 
quietly.  The  excitement  of  the  earlier  moments 
of  the  meeting  was  wholly  passed,  and  it  was  ob- 
served that  the  members  went  away  as  if 

"The  beating  of  their  own  hearts 
Was  all  the  sound  they  heard." 
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SANTA  CLAUS  AS  A  PUBLISHER. 

WE  have  just  returned  from  a  visit  to  Santa 
Claus's  printing  and  publishing  establish- 
ment, or,  to  speak  more  accurately,  his  estab- 
lishments. For,  as  Christmas-day  draws  on,  this 
venerable  and  honored  saint  subsidizes  almos't  ev- 
ery house,  and  sets  every  press  at  work  i)reparing 
fruit  for  his  winter  tree  and  his  annual  feast-table. 
And  the  artist  draws  with  cheerier  care,  and  the 
engraver  cuts  with  rarer  skill,  and  the  composi- 
tor's fingers  fly  with  moi'e  marvelous  celerity,  and 
the  very  presses  hum  a  merrier  tune,  inspired  by 
the  reflection  that  tliey  are  serving  this  kindliest 
of  old  saints,  this  very  embodiment  of  the  spirit 
of  a  cheery  benevolence.  We  returned  from  our 
flying  visit  impressed  with  the  fact  that  the  old 
saint  had  made  progress  Avith  the  world  he  loves 
to  visit,  at  least  in  book-making.  And  we  con- 
gratulated him  most  heartily  on  the  evidence  of 
his  increased  taste  and  improved  intellectual  ap- 
preciation since  the  days  when  his  entire  stock  in 
trade  consisted  of  annuals  and  gift-books  orna- 
mented with  garisli  binding  without,  and  paste- 
board portraits  of  heroines,  sacred  and  secular, 
within. 

In  the  press  of  J.  B.  Lippincott  and  Co.  Santa 
Claus  has  a  most  charming  volume  of  Nursery 
Carols^  from  the  land  whose  Christmas  celebra- 
tions are  deservedly  the  admiration  of  the  world. 
There  is  a  picture  and  a  verse  of  poetry  on  every 


page,- making  a  hundred  and  twelve  in  all.  Both 
picture  and  poetry  are  unmistakably  German. 
The  former,  drawn  with  a  few  vigorous  lines, 
are  very  striking.  Look  at  this  little  youngster 
attempting  to  teach  his  dog  the  alphabet.  You 
must  be  surly,  indeed,  if  it  does  not  bring  a 
bright  smile  to  your  face.  Or,  see  this  troop 
of  juvenile  soldiers.  You  can  almost  hear  the 
trumpeter.  The  verses  are  childish  without  be- 
ing silly — a  rare  combination.  But  the  Ger- 
mans understand  this  better  than  either  the  En- 
glish or  the  Americans.  It  is  curious  that  the 
same  land  should  furnish  at  once  the  most  ab- 
struse metaphysics  and  the  children's  literature 
of  the  most  naive  and  charming  simplicity. 

The  same  house,  availing  themselves  of  a  pe- 
culiar process  by  which  the  finest  specimens  of 
art  maybe  transferred  without  the  expense  which 
engraving  entails,  are  bringing  before  the  public 
some  works  of  art  which  have  hitlierto  been  de- 
nied, by  their  costliness,  except  to  the  few.  Tur- 
ner s  Celebrated  Landscapes,  The  Sheepshanks 
Gallery^  and  Master-pieces  of  EnfjUsh  Painters, 
are  not  cheap  books,  by  any  means,  but  they  arc 
not  absolutely  inaccessible  to  men  wliose  artistic 
taste  is  greater  than  their  means.  If  we  may 
judge  from  the  specimens  we  have  seen,  the 
""Master-pieces"  has  all  the  merit  of  the  very 
best  line  engraving.  In  the  picture,  which  we 
judge  from  our  recollection  of  the  place  to  rep- 
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resent  the  cliffs  of  Dover,  Turner's  inimitable 
contrasts  are  admirably  reproduced.  The  dark 
clouds  gather  in  the  west;  the  wind  caps  the 
vexed  sea  Avith  foam,  and  whistles  through  the  j 
rigging  of  the  tossing  vessels ;  while  the  sun- 
liglit  falls  athwart  the  white  chalky  wall  of  rock, 
and  bathes  it  in  a  radiance  which  is  almost  daz- 
zling. 


Old  Testament  Shadows  of  New  Testament 
Truths,  by  Lyman  Abbott  (Harper  and  Broth- 
ers), is  emphatically  a  book  for  the  season,  as  well 
as  a  seasonable  book.  One  who  has  fairly  got 
liold  of  the  spiritual  fruitfulness  and  power  of 
the  Bible  will  be  little  endangered  in  his  faith 
by  any  difficulties  or  apparent  contradictions  on 
the  surface  of  its  narrative.  This  is  to  be  at- 
tained not  only  b}'  dwelling  on  its  statements  of 
truth,  but  almost  as  much  by  a  study  of  its  his- 
tories. Its  characters  and  events  are  too  often 
vague  and  shadowy,  almost  problematical,  to  the 
ordinary  religious  apprehension.  Any  one  who 
Avill  connect  these  with  what  men  appreciate  as 
veritable  fact,  and  embody  them  for  our  im- 
agination, accomplishes  an  inestimable  service.' 
This  j\Ir.  Abbott  does.  He  reproduces  some  of 
the  Old  Testament  narratives  in  living  language, 
and  unfolds  their  spiritual  significance.  He  has 
availed  himself  of  the  best  results  of  historical 
and  scientific  criticism.  But  they  are  used  only 
to  intensify  the  rciility  and  enforce  the  teaching. 
The  field  he  works  seems  to  the  casual  observer 
one  of  the  most  unpromising.  It  has  been  trod- 
den to  dust  and  mined  into  honey-comb  by  those 
who  have  sought  flowers  and  dug  treasure  there- 
in. And  yet  to  every  fresh,  earnest,  and  devout 
seeker  God  makes  it  blossom  as  the  rose — the 
very  dust  becomes  fine  gold.  Not  a  small  part 
of  the  good  which  this  volume  does  is  to  make 
the  reader  feel  he  may  possess  some  of  this  ex- 
perience for  himself,  and  secure  returns  of  the 
purest  spiritual  thought  and  impulse  from  parts 
of  Scripture  hitherto  almost  barren.  One  of  the 
pleasant  tilings  about  the  book  is  the  absence  of 
self-consciousness  and  pretense.  There  is  none 
of  that  ambitious  attempt  at  startling  narration, 
that  straining  after  oddity  and  surprising  anti- 
thesis and  general  brilliant  spirituality,  As  hicli  so 
shake  a  reader's  confidence  in  an  author's  state- 
ment of  fact,  as  well  as  his  spiritual  apprehension. 
The  stories  are  told  with  a  graphic  power,  the 
effect  of  which  increases  as  they  are  re-read.  The 
meaning  is  unfolded  clearly  and  forcibly,  and 
without  any  devotional  finery  or  confectionery 
piety.  There  is,  hoAvever,  rather  more  of  famil- 
iar thought  and  common  expression  than  Ave 
should  haA  C  expected,  and  also  certain  fallacies, 
'quite  usual  perhaps  in  literature  of  this  general 
description,  but  Avhich  Ave  are  surprised  to  find  in 
pages  coming  from  the  author  of  the  "Jesus  of 
Nazareth."  Does  he  really  believe  "  that  no  Di- 
A'ine  revelation  Avas  needed  to  assure  us  that  God 
loves  ?"  "  The  language  of  Nature  and  the  ex- 
])erience  of  our  own  heart"  may  give  us  some 
reason  to  belicA'c  it.  We  totally  dissent  from 
his  assertion  that  they  are  adequate'"  Avitnesses. 
They  say  many  other  tilings  of  a  very  different 
tenor ;  and  Avhich  of  these  seemingly  contradict- 
ory testimonies  is  the  more  true,  the  mind  in 
A-ain  attempts  to  "assure"  itself  Avithout  a  rcA'- 
elation.  The  tendency  to  reaction  in  society, 
mentioned  on  page  131,  is  an  indisputable  fiict. 


j  There  is  partial  truth  in  the  illustrations  adduced. 
!  But  it  is  unsafe  and  misleading  to  attribute  so 
j  much  to  temporary  and  local  causes,  ignoring  the 
j  long  train  of  previous  influences,  of  Avhich  the 
facts  cited  are  the  culminations.  It  may  be  AA^ell 
doubted,  too,  Avhether  the  author  is  justified  in 
describing  the  scene  at  the  destruction  of  Sodom 
and  Gomorrah  as  "more  awful  than  any  that  the 
Avorld  hath  ever  Avitnessed,  or  shall  ever  Avitness 
till  the  Avhole  earth  shall  melt  Avith  fervent  heat." 
Apart  from  the  unAvisdom  of  such  sweeping  dec- 
larations as  to  the  future,  the  history  of  volcanic 
eruptions  and  earthquakes  affords  more  than  one 
instance  of  calamities  affecting  a  Avider  extent  of 
territory,  occasioning  probably  greater  destruc- 
tion of  life,  and  accompanied  by  phenomena 
quite  as  aAvful  as  any  Ave  have  reason  to  suppose 
characterized  the  event  the  author  so  graphically 
depicts. 

These  are  faults  of  a  kind  almost,  apparently, 
inseparable  from  this  kind  of  Avriting.  But  the 
book  is  remarkably  free  from  those  errors  of 
wild  assertion  and  far-fetched  moral  Avhich  so 
often  disfigure  attempts  to  possess  the  imagina- 
tion Avith  Bible  scenes  and  affect  the  heart  Avith 
their  meaning.  The  style  is  clear,  neiTous,  com- 
pact, distinguished  by  a  depth  of  insight,  a  deli- 
cacy of  perception,  and  a  manliness  of  feeling 
Avhich  are  really  inspiring.  It  has  that  moral 
impulse  AA'hich  is  the  most  valuable  element  in 
-such  a  Avork.  The  prayer  of  Abraham's  servant, 
the  sufferings  and  blessings  of  Hagar,  the  lives  of 
Joseph  and  Moses  especially,  have  unfolded  to  us 
ncAv  meaning  and  power  as  Ave  have  read  them 
here.  They  take  a  new  hold  of  present  life. 
Read,  as  INIr.  Abbott  reads  them,  in  the  light  of 
the  Cross,  they  have  an  unthonght-of  beauty,  a 
helpfulness  and  refreshment  for  daily  life  not 
usually  supposed  to  be  found  in  this  part  of  the 
Bible.  Such  a  Avork  brings  out  the  unity  of 
Scripture.  We  think  that  every  one  Avho  reads 
it  rightly  Avill  thank  the  author  for  much  quiet 
comfort,  much  strengthening  of  faith,  much  stim- 
ulus of  true  life  ;  and  especially  in  this  that  these 
ancient  tales  are  connected  so  intimately  and  so 
naturally  Avith  the  Avords  and  life  of  Christ, 
and  thus  brought  so  directly  home  to  our  pres- 
ent spiritual  necessities.  The  volume  is  A-ery 
handsomely  illustrated  Avith  eleven  full-page  pic- 
tures of  Old  Testament  scenes,  besides  some 
smaller  engravings,  and  is,  on  the  Avhole.  artist- 
ically superior  to  the  "Jesus  of  Nazareth"  by  the 
same  author,  though  it  contains  no  single  picture 
as  poAverful  as  the  "  Going  to  Calvary." 

One  might  haA-e  imagined  that  the  patron 
saint  of  the  gift  season  of  the  year  Avould  have 
come  to  us  laden  Avith  the  spoils  and  inspired  by 
the  generosities  of  the  tropics.  We  all  knoAv, 
hoAvever,  that  the  reverse  is  the  case.  He  is  a 
resident,  evidently,  of  the  Arctic  region.  He 
travels  ahvays  in  a  sleigh.  Pie  Avears  a  thick 
robe  of  bear-skin.  When  the  frost  etches  on  our 
AvindoAv- panes,  and  the  ice  and  snow  sparkle 
like  diafnonds  on  our  trees,  and  the  roaring  fire 
in  the  great  fire-place  and  the  roaring  Avind  Avitli- 
out  strive  Avhich  can  drown  the  music  of  the  oth- 
er, then  Santa  Clans  issues  from  his  summer  re- 
treat Avith  his  mysterious  bag,  Avhich  he  is  always 
emptying,  but  Avhich,  like  Fortunatus's  purse,  is 
never  emptied.  Such  a  description  of  his  home 
as  is  afforded  to  us  in  The  Pohir  World,  by  Dr. 
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G.  Hartwig  (Harper  and  Brothers),  is  very  apt, 
therefore,  for  the  season  which  he  claims  as  pe- 
cuHarly  his  own.  It  is  singular  that  the  Arctic 
zone,  with  its  weird  and  fantastic  beauty,  its  wild 
and  desolate  grandeur,  its  frigid  sterility,  which 
seems  to  forbid  all  life,  and  yet  nourishes  and 
maintains  a  life  peculiar  to  itself — the  most  des- 
olate and  desert  of  all  the  uninhabited  wastes 
which  nature  has  lefr  without  a  portion  in  the 
inheritance  of  fruit  and  flower — it  is  singular  that 
this  region  should  have  been'  the  scene  of  adven- 
ture as  romantic,  escapes  as  hair-breadth,  and  a 
martyrdom  as  sublimely  sad  as  illuminate  any 
portion  of  the  earth's  surface.  It  is  singular 
that  attractions  so  strong  should  have  been 
found  there  to  draw  travelers  so  many  to  re- 
gions so  barren  and  unblessed.  Dr.  Ilartwig 
has  undoubtedly  given  us  by  far  the  best  and 
most  complete  description  of  both  the  Arctic  and 
the  Antarctic  zones  which  is  to  be  found  in  liter- 
ature. It  has  less  of  personal  adventure  than  the 
works  of  Dr.  Kane  and  Charles  Francis  Ilall. 
But  it  describes  the  whole  zone,  while  their  ex- 
plorations give  us  but  a  glimpse  of  special  local- 
ities. It  introduces  us  to  Iceland  and  the  Ice- 
landers ;  Lapland  and  the  Lapps ;  Siberia,  with 
its  fur  trade  and  its  gold  mines  ;  the  British  and 
liussian  possessions  in  America,  with  tlieir  curi- 
ous inhabitants  and  yet  more  curious  life  ;  Green- 
land, Newfoundland,  and  the  Esquimaux.  It 
then  carries  us  with  the  celerity  of  imagination 
from  pole  to  pole,  and  gives  us  such  glimpses 
as  less  careful,  patient,  and  persistent  explora- 
tions afford  of  the  Antarctic  zone,  with  its  more 
wretched  inhabitants,  the  Patagonians  and  the 
Fuegians.  The  American  editor  has  added 
chapters  on  Alaska  from  Frederick  Whymper's 
work,  and  on  the  Innuits  or  Esquimaux  from 
"The  Arctic  Researches,"  by  Charles  Francis 
Hall.  Kor  is  adventure  wanting  to  add  its  in- 
terest to  the  volume.  The  stories  not  only  of 
Hall,  Kane,  and  Hayes  are  briefly  told,  but  those 
of  adventurers  less  vvidely  known,  at  least  to 
American  readers,  sucli  as  Wrangell,  the  Rus- 
sian explorer,  and  Mathias  Alexander  Castren, 
himself  a  native  of  Finland.  'J"he  illustrations, 
which  are  numerous  and  of  various  degrees  of 
merit,  all  possess  the  advantage  of  absolute  truth- 
fulness. They  are  not  merely  pictures.  They 
are  history  written  with  the  pencil,  and  will  give 
to  many  a  reader  a  conception  of  the  polar  world, 
its  inhabitants  and  its  life,  which  no  pen,  how- 
ever graphic,  could  do.  They  appear  to  be  in 
no  case  the  artist's  description  of  what  he  imag- 
ines that  world  to  be,  but  an  eye-witness's  de- 
scription of  what  it  actually  is. 

A  very  appropriate  addition  to  Santa  Claus's  li- 
brary is  afforded  by  Harper  and  Brothers'  Lihra- 
r]j  Edition  of  George  Knot's  Works ^  to  which 
we  have  in  a  previous  number  of  the  Magazine 
referred.  Five  volumes  complete  this  edition, 
which  is  illustrated  by  some  very  striking  designs. 
The  same  house  also  announce  Lost  in  the  Jun- 
fjle^  by  Raul  du  Chaillu,  and  The  Romance  of 
Sjmnisli  History^  by  John  S.  C.  Abijott.  Both  ' 
volumes  will  be  handsomely  illustrated. 

From  the  Polar  "World  we  pass,  by  a  very  nat- 
ural transition,  to  The  Desert  World,  transh\ted 
from  the  French  of  Arthur  Maxgin  (Nelson 
and  Sons),  By  this  title  he  means,  not  that 
which  goes  by  the  name  of  the  desert,  but  the 
great  uninhabited  regions  of  the  globe.    He  car-  : 


I  ries  us  through  the  landes,  the  dunes,  and  the 
j  steppes  of  Europe,  the  sandy  deserts  of  Africa, 
the  prairies  and  pampas  of  North  and  Soutli 
America,  the  uninhabited  forests  of  the  tropics, 
the  frozen  wilds  of  the  Arctic  zone.  Frenchmen 
write  with  peculiar  zest  on  such  subjects.  Thev 
seize  the  poetic  and  romantic  side  of  life.  And 
Arthur  Mangin's  book,  though  it  affords  no  new 
information  and  no  striking  adventure,  thougli  it 
is  a  compilation  rather  than  an  original  contribu- 
tion to  natural  history,  yet  contains  an  admi- 
rable grouping  of  much  that  is  valuable  to  knov.- 
and  interesting  to  read.  The  descriptions  are 
often  very  striking ;  and  we  certainly  have  never 
obtained  so  clear  an  idea  of  the  grandeur  of  Na- 
ture's vast  and  inhospitable  wilds  as  we  have  re- 
ceived from  even  a  partial  perusal  of  this  book. 
Yet  we  like  even  better,  and  count  as  more  valu- 
able. The  Mysteries  of  the  Ocean,  by  the  same 
author,  and  introduced  to  the  American  public 
by  the  same  house.  It  is  more  valuable  because 
it  is  more  fresh,  because  it  deals  with  a  territory 
less  known  and  more  full  of  mysteries,  because 
it  opens  to  our  view  beauties  as  dazzling  as  the 
Arabian  romancer  ever  conceived,  and  hidden  in 
cavernous  depths  that  have  but  recently  opened 
at  the  talismanic  word  which  science  has  dis- 
closed to  us.  Both  these  books  are  translated 
by  the  anonymous  translator  of  "The  Bird." 
He  has  edited  and  enlarged,  as  well  as  translated, 
the  original  volumes.  He  has  given  us  no  indi- 
cation of  what  is  furnished  by  Mons.  IMangin 
and  what  by  himself.  But  we  judge,  partly  from 
the  style  and  partly  from  the  English  and  Amer- 
ican authors  cited,  that  his  additions  are  very 
considerable,  and,  we  may  add,  valuable.  Tiie 
volumes  are  less  glowing,  pictorial,  poetic,  than 
"  The  Bird" — in  an  artistic  point  of  view  inferi- 
or. They  are  more  scientific,  practical,  instruct- 
ive—  in  an  educative  point  of  view  more  valu- 
able. Both  volumes  are  profusely  illustrated 
and  handsomely  printed.  The  illustrations  of 
objects  of  natural  science — sea-weed,  sponges, 
coral,  shells,  fossils — Avhich  enrich  the  ])ages  of 
the  "  Mysteries  of  the  Ocean"  are  not  inferior  to 
any  work  of  their  kind  we  have  ever  seen.  But 
in  most  of  them  we  miss  that  exquisite,  that  in- 
comparable delicacy  of  execution  which  charac- 
terizes the  work  of  Giacomelli's  pencil. 


Santa  Claus  roams  and  rummages  in  all  sorts 
of  queer  places,  and  has  his  laborers  and  assist- 
ants mining  for  him  in  the  most  unexpected 
quarters.  One  would  hardly  expect  to  meet  his 
rubicund  visage  in  that  most  hushed  and  solemn 
of  places,  the  Astor  Library.  But,  sure  enough, 
he  lias  been  most  busily  at  work  there ;  and  un- 
der the  noni  de  ])lume  of  Fri:dei!Ick  Sauni)i;i;s 
— what  a  quantity  of  disguises  he  does  assume, 
to  be 'sure! — produces  the  fruit  of  his  patient 
and  persistent  harvesting  in  Kveinngs  with  Sa- 
cred Poets ;  or,  Quiet  Talks  about  Sinfjers  and 
their  Songs  (A.  D.  F.  Randolph).  Who  could 
better  go' through  the  centuries  than  this  same 
aged  and  venerable  saint,  ])icking  flowers  of  song 
as  he  goes?  who  more  fit  to  weave  such  a  gar- 
land as  this  book  contains  ?  Beginning  with  the 
poetry  of  the  Jiible,  Mr.  Saunders  i)rings  us  down 
to  the  present  day,  culling  from  every  sacred 
poet  some  of  his  choicest  verses,  and  giving  us 
just  enough  to  i)rovoke  a  most  tantalizing  ai)pc- 
tite  ftjr  more.    Through  it  all  the  author  kcej)S 
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himself  wholly  in  the  back-ground.  He  is  a 
mere  master  of  ceremonies.  His  talk  is  little  or 
nothing.  The  poets  are  ever}'  thing.  The  col- 
lection is  especially  rich  in  Greek,  Latin,  and 
medieval  poetry. 

Hurd  and  Houghton  record  the  pleasant  mus- 
ings of  Mary  Lorimer  Anions  the  Trees,  aptly 
described  in  the  title-page  as  "a  journal  of  walks 
in  the  woods,  and  flower-hunting  through  field 
and  by  brook."  The  botany  of  nature  is  very 
different  from  the  botany  of  the  books.  Gather 
about  you  a  group  of  children.  Read  to  them 
tlie  definition  of  a  calyx,  of  a  corona,  of  a  stamen, 
or  a  pistil.  They  learn  with  reluctance.  They 
forget  with  ease  what  they  have  only  half  ac- 
quired with  difficulty.  But  lay  aside  your  book. 
Take  up  instead  a  flower.  Point  out  the  calyx, 
the  corona,  the  stamens,  the  pistil.  Explain 
their  various  uses.  Select  another  flower.  Com- 
pare the  two.  Engage  them  to  go  out  into  the 
meadow,  to  gather  for  themselves  their  speci- 
mens, to  compare  them  with  one  another,  to  note 
the  diflerences.  They  will  listen  with  eager  at- 
tention, and  enter  into  the  undertaking  with  the 
greatest  zest.  And  after  they  have  learned  the 
t/nnr/,  there  is  a  reasonable  hope  that  they  will 
at  least  patiently,  if  not  enthusiastically,  study  the 
names.  Mary  Lorimer  carries  us  into  the  fields 
and  the  woods,  and  by  description  and  picture 
invites  her  readers  to  study  the  flower  itself,  not 
merely  the  nomenclature  of  flowers.  He  who 
will'  follow  the  teacher  into  her  chosen  lecture- 
room,  and  examine  with  his  own  eyes  the  speci- 
mens of  the  science  which  grow  all  about  him, 
will  find  no  difiiculty  in  comprehending  the  les- 
son, no  lack  of  interest  in  pursuing  it.  Justice 
compels  us  to  add  that  in  nomenclature  our  au- 
thoress is  frequently  at  fault.  Her  lists  are  often 
sadly  inaccurate. 

The  same  house  provide  for  the  children  the 
best  child's  book  we  have  seen  for  many  a  day 
— Dame  Nature — translated  from  the  French  of 
X.  B.  Saintine.  a  devoted  grandfather,  who 
detects  in  nature  transformations  more  marvel- 
ous and  legends  more  romantic  than  those  of 
imagination,  and  who  has  curiously  discovered 
that  children  in  their  sports,  as  Avell  as  men  in 
their  labors,  have  to  deal  with  those  objects  with 
which  it  is  the  duty  of  natural  science  to  acquaint 
us,  gives  to  his  grandchildren  with  their  dolls  some 
evening  lectures  on  various  themes,  the  text  of 
Avhich  is  afforded  by  the  objects  which  interest 
them  most — candy,  a  lump  of  sugar,  their  dolls' 
furniture,  and  the  like.  Of  books  which  disguise 
instruction  in  the  garments  of  imagination  we 
are  generally  shy  ;  but  having  read  the  first  nine 
chapters  of  this  volume  to  a  group  of  little  ones, 
their  eager  demand  every  evening  after  tea  for 
some  more  of  "  Dame  Nature"  testifies  to  their  in- 
terest, and  their  ready  answers  to  our  extfempo- 
rized  examinations  on  past  lessons  prove  tliat 
they  are  instructed  as  well  as  interested.  The 
book  is  very  prettily  illustrated. 

It  is  certain  that  both  Santa  Claus  and  the 
children  are  fiivorites  with  Hurd  and  Houghton, 
whose  list  includes  a  score  more  of  children's 
stories  in  course  of  preparation  ;  but  as  yet,  like 
early  blossoms  in  May,  just  budding  out  in  ad- 
vance sheets  that  tantalize  us  with  promise  of  full- 
blown fragrance  and  beauty,  and  yet  leave  us  in- 
capable of  judging  what  they  will  become  when 
fully  grown  and  ripe  for  picking.    Of  these,  A 


Little  Boy's  Story,  Stories  from  my  Attic,  and 
two  volumes  of  Hans  Christian  Andersen  s  Sto- 
ries, may  be  accounted  as  peculiarly  belonging  to 
the  list  of  Santa  Claus's  publications. 

Such  a  book  as  Scribner  and  Co.  's  illustrated 
edition  of  Lady  Geraldine's  Courtship,  is  neces- 
sarily amenable  to  one  serious  criticism.  The 
public  demand  profuse  illustrations.  The  pub- 
lisher undertakes  to  provide  them.  He  gives  his 
order  to  the  artist.  He  Avants  so  many  engrav- 
ings. There  must  be  an  average  of  one  to  at 
least  every  two  pages.  The  artist,  thus  commis- 
sioned, sits  down,  not  to  illustrate  the  poem,  but 
to  make  pictures  out  of  it.  Whether  the  page 
contains  a  subject  or  not,  the  picture  must  be 
made.  AVe  have,  as  a  necessary  result,  a  certain 
proportion  of  meaningless  figure-pieces.  When 
the  work  is  intrusted  to  one  artist  this  diflSculty 
is  enhanced.  He  necessarily  selects,  not  the  best 
subjects,  but  those  Avhich  he  feels  capable  of  il- 
lustrating. This  criticism  is  the  only  one  we 
have  to  offer  on  "  Lady  Geraldine's  Courtship." 
The  book  is  a  credit  to  American  art,  a  decided 
improvement  on  the  "  Kathrina"  of  last  year. 
We  see,  indeed,  some  pictures  in  the  poem  which 
the  artist  did  not,  as  in  these  lines,  for  example : 

"In  the  morning,  horn  of  huntsman,  hoof  of  steed, 
and  laugh  of  rider, 
Spread  out  cheery  from  the  court-yard  till  we  lost 
them  in  the  hills." 

There  are  others  where  the  artist  thought  he  saw 
a  picture  where  we  think  he  was  mistaken,  as  in 
the  fashion-plate  figures  on  page  10,  for  exam- 
ple. But  on  the  whole  the  subjects  are  well 
chosen,  and  the  work  well  done.  If  they  are  not 
always  striking,  they  are  always  beautiful.  Some 
of  the  engravings  are  of  rare  merit.  No  one  but 
Linton  could  have  depicted  "  the  deer  half  in  the 
glimmer"  strewing  the  hollows  of  the  park,  The 
drawings,  we  forgot  to  say,  are  all  by  Hennessy  ; 
the  engraving  is  done  by  Linton. 

To  these  volumes,  prepared  more  especially 
for  the  Christmas  season,  we  may  add  the  Li- 
brary of  Illustrated  Wonders,  of  which  the  fourth 
volume,  The  Intelligence  of  Animals,  from  the 
French  of  Ernest  Menault,  is  quite  equal  to 
any  of  its  predecessors.  The  subject  admits  of 
greater  variety  of  anecdote,  and  the  volume  is, 
perhaps,  superior  in  interest  for  the  young  to 
any  other  of  the  series.  Of  the  other  volumes 
promised  we  shall  look  with  special  interest  for 
that  on  Egypt  under  Rameses  the  Great,  and 
that  on  Pompeii  and  the  Pompeiians.  If  this 
series  shall  succeed  in  giving  us  as  graphic  a 
picture  of  the  ancient  world  as  it  has  of  the 
world  of  nature,  it  will  render  the  youth  of 
America  a  very  great  service. 

The  same  house  announce  a  re-issue  of  Folk 
Songs,  in  four  parts ;  the  first  part — Songs  of 
Life — to  contain  over  thirty  illustrations.  Also, 
Bible  Animals,  by  Rev.  J.  G.  Wood,  and  The 
Universe,  from  the  French  of  F.  A.  Pouchet. 
We  shall  look  Avith  interest  to  see  Avhether  they 
succeed  in  reproducing,  in  the  latter  book,  the 
exquisite  beauty  of  the  original  French  designs. 

Leypoldt  and  Holt  have  in  press,  as  their  con- 
tribution to  Santa  Claus's  library.  Across  Amer- 
ica and  Asia,  by  Professor  Raphael  Pumpel- 
LY,  of  Harvard.  It  is  a  book  of  adventure,  Avrit- 
ten  by  one  Avho  AA^as  superintendent  of  the  Santa 
Rita  mines  in  Arizona  Avhen  the  country  AA'as 
inhabited  by  Indians  and  Mexicans,  Avho  cost 
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many  a  miner  his  life.  He  subsequently  spent  a 
year  not  in  the  outskirts  but  in  the  very  heart 
of  China,  in  the  service  of  its  government.  Aft- 
er leaving  China  he  crossed  Siberia  in  an  open 
sleigli  in  the  depth  of  winter,  reaching  St.  Teters- 
burg  in  the  spring.  His  book  recounts  what  he 
saw  and  experienced,  and  is  to  be  illustrated  with 
engravings  by  Linton. 

Appleton,  and  Fields,  Osgood,  and  Co.,  both 
issue  an  Illustrated  Almanac.  We  are  sorry  to 
see  the  latter,  who  had  deservedly  earned  a  good 
reputation  for  esthetic  taste  in  book -making, 
abandoning  their  laurels.  Their  Almanac,  which 
is  really  valuable  in  a  literary  point  of  viewj  would 
be  decidedly  handsomer  without  the  illustrations 
than  with  them.  The  colored  pictures  forcibly  re- 
mind us  of  the  highly-wrought  lithographs  which 
ornament  the  windows  of  third-class  Catholic 
book-stores.  Appleton'S  Almanac  is  a  very  hand- 
some production  in  an  art  point  of  view,  decidedly 
an  improvement  on  last  year,  though  it  possesses 
no  particular  literary  merit.  The  latter  house  an- 
nounce nothing  for  the  holidays.  The  former  have 
a  large  list,  among  which  are  illustrated  editions 
of  Owen  Meredith^  Scott,  and  Longfellow^  The 
Ballads  of  Neic  England,  by  John  G.  Whittier, 
uniform  with  the  illustrated  "  Snow  Bound,"  and 
an  illustrated  edition  of  Gates  Ajar.  Their  chil- 
dren's list  contains  an  announcement  of  Al- 
dkich's  Story  of  a  Bad  Boy,  which  will  be  com- 
pleted in  time  to  add  it  to  Santa  Claus's  stock. 

EDUCATIONAL. 
The  "irrepressible  conflict"  between  the  clas- 
sics and  science  comes  before  us  in  the  form  of  a 
discussion  between  Nathaniel  Sands  and  Rich- 
ard L.  Larremore.  The  former  presents  some 
radical  views  on  education  in  a  little  volume  en- 
titled The  Philosophy  of  Teaching  (Harper  and 
Brothers).  To  so  much  of  this  as  demands  the 
exclusion  of  the  classics  from  college  education 
Mr.  Larremore  replies  in  a  published  pamphlet 
of  Remarks  upon  the  proposed  Change  in  the 
Course  of  Studies  in  the  College  of  the  City  of 
New  York.  The  result  of  this  discussion  was  a 
nearly  unanimous  verdict  in  the  Board  of  Trust- 
ees in  favor  of  the  classics.  But  the  verdict  of 
the  public  remains  to  be  awarded.  Neither  ad- 
vocate is  entitled  to  it.  We  certainly  can  not 
afford  to  strike  Greek  and  Latin  from  the  list  of 
American  studies.  It  is  not  merely  that  we  can 
not  afford  to  close  forever  this  fountain  of  litera- 
ture and  philosophy ;  nor  merely  tiiat  in  forget- 
ting classical  literature  we  forget  the  best  models 
of  taste  and  culture ;  nor  merely  that  science  it- 
self depends  for  its  nomenclature,  and  the  En- 
glish language  for  many  of  its  derivatives,  on  the 
Latin  and  the  Greek.  But  the  classics  furnish 
the  basis  of  English  grammar,  and  he  only  knows 
the  science  of  language  philosophically  who  has 
studied  it  in  its  Greek  or  Latin  form.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  tlie  field 
of  knowledge  has  broadened  wonderfully  within 
the  last  half  century.  A  true  linguist  must 
know  French  and  German  as  well  as  Latin  and 
Greek ;  a  true  scholar  science  as  well  as  lan- 
guage. And  if  America  can  not  afford  to  close 
the  book  of  the  heroic  past  and  forego  the  cul- 
ture it  affords,  neither  can  it  afford  to  live  in  ig- 
norance of  the  living  present,  oblivious  of  the 
world  which  modern  science  reveals.  We  are 
foolish  if,  in  deciphering  the  half-effaced  inscrip- 


tions on  earth's  tombstones,  we  pass  unnoticed 
the  flower  that  blooms  at  our  feet.  There  is 
but  one  solution — that  toward  which  our  Amer- 
ican colleges  are  gradually  groping.  We  must 
adopt  Sydney  Smith's  forgotten  motto,  which 
Charles  Dickens  brings  again  to  mind,  "Have 
the  courage  to  be  ignorant  of  many  tilings  that 
you  may  avoid  the  calamity  of  being  ignorant 
of  all."  There  must  be  not  a  college  course, 
but  college  courses.  The  Alma  Mater  must 
study  the  constitutions  of  her  various  children 
and  adapt  her  diet  to  their  various  needs.  She 
must  educate  young  Hugh  Miller  in  natural  sci- 
ence, young  Newton  in  the  higher  mathemat- 
ics, young  Gladstone  in  the  classics.  She  must 
understand,  in  a  word,  that  to  educate  is  to  draw 
out,  that  to  develop  is  to  imfold,  and  she  must 
adapt  her  instruments  to  the  faculties  of  her  stu- 
dents. Thus  every  scholar  will  be  of  necessity 
— since  life  is  short  and  knowledge  illimitable — 
a  partialist ;  but  the  scholarship  of  America  will 
become  rounded  and  complete. 

We  must  be  content  to  group  together  in  a 
single  paragraph  half  a  dozen  text-books  that 
have  been  waiting  on  our  table  for  a  word  of  dis- 
missal. William  H.  Waddell's  Greek  Gram- 
mar for  Beginners  (Harper  and  Brothers),  and 
James  Hadley's  Elements  of  the  Greek  Lan- 
guage (D.  Appleton  and  Co.),  abridged  from  his 
larger  work,  are  both  aimed  to  supply  the  same 
want,  that  of  a  grammar  of  the  Greek  language 
for  young  students  just  commencing  the  study. 
In  our  judgment  the  former  of  these  works  is  the 
more  useful,  because  it  is  shorter,  conciser,  more 
simple.  It  is  no  small  advantage  to  the  boy  who 
enters  upon  a  new  language  with  some  dread  to 
feel  that  he  has  a  task  Avhich  he  can  master,  the 
end  of  which  he  can  see  from  the  beginning.  He 
will  lay  hold  of  the  little  volume  of  Professor 
Waddell's  with  zest,  while  a  more  complete  and 
comprehensive  work  would  appall  him.  The  Pars- 
er and  Analyzer  for  Beginners,  by  Professor 
Francis  A.  March  (Harper  and  Brothers),  is 
the  most  ambitious  of  little  books.  It  aims  to 
make  clear  that  most  muddled  and  perplexing 
of  all  sciences,  the  English  grammar.  And  it 
succeeds.  Its  definitions  are  remarkably  clear, 
its  rules  of  the  very  simplest  kind,  and,  by  the 
introduction  of  a  peculiar  method  of  illustrative 
diagram,  it  gives  to  exercises  in  parsing  some- 
thing of  the  interest  wliicli  attaches  to  puzzles. 
We  do  not  think  any  child  can  be  carried  by 
a  patient  and  painstaking  teacher  through  this 
book  without  becoming  tlioroughly  acquainted 
with  the  first  principles  of  grammar,  and  finding 
all  his  subsequent  steps  made  comparatively  easy. 
Professor  White's  Elements  of  Theoretical  and 
iJescriptive  Astronomy  (Claxton,  Remsen,  and 
Ilaffelfinger)  does  not  impress  us  as  equal,  as  a 
text-book,  to  Professer  Loomis's  somewhat  simi- 
lar work  to  which  we  called  attention  some 
months  ago.  Professor  Steele's  Eourteen  Weeks' 
Course  in  Natural  Philosophy  (A.  S.  Barnes  and 
Co.)  is  clear,  concise,  and  simi)le  in  statement, 
and  is  amply  and  handsomely  illustrated.  Yet, 
after  all,  no  picture  can  take  tlie  place  of  real  cx- 
l)eriments;  and  therefore,  in  natural  pliiloso]»liy, 
no  book  is  an  adequate  substitute  for  oral  lec- 
tures. The  same  trutli  npplics  to  Professor 
Cooley's,  Text -Book  of  Chemistry  (Charles 
Scribner  and  Co.).  Science  can  never  be  learn- 
ed from  books.    We  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that 
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110  student  ever  acquired  any  adequate  knowl- 
edge of  astronomy  without  a  telescope,  botany 
without  flowers,  chemistry  without  instruments 
for  practical  experiment.  As  a  text-book,  to 
form  the  basis  of  oral  lectures  and  recall  what 
the  student  has  witnessed  in  the  class-room,  it 
seems  to  us  to  be  what  the  author  claims  for  it — 
simple,  well  systematized,  and  thoroughly  mod- 
ern. 

BEIEF  MENTION. 
Renam's  St.  Paul  (Carleton)  is  for  inferior  in 
dramatic  and  pictorial  interest  to  his  "Life  of  Je- 
sus." This  alone  prevents  it  from  being  equally 
pernicious. — Rev.  Stopford  A.  Brooke's  Ser- 
mons  (Fields,  Osgood,  and  Co.)  are  unusually 
interesting ;  they  would  be  admirable  if  they  did 
not  remind  us  of  tliose  of  his  friend  Frederick 
Robertson,  which  are  incomparably  better.  — 
Mr.  Beecher's  pulpit  thoughts  are  his  best 
thoughts.  We  are  glad  to  welcome  in  book  form, 
from  the  press  of  J.  B.  Ford  and  Co.,  a  second 
volume  of  his  Sermons.  Nevertheless  it  would 
certainly  be  better  for  Mr.  Beeclier's  reputation, 
we  think  also  for  his  influence,  if  he  would  issue 
one  volume  a  year  of  sermons,  selected  and  re- 
vised, rather  than  two  wholly  unedited. — A[(in 
in  Genesis  and  Geology  (A.  8.  AVells)  consists  of 
discourses  originally  dehvered  by  Rev,  J.  V. 
Thompson  as  Sabbath  evening  lectures.  They 
discuss  the  much-vexed  question  of  science  and 
the  Bible  with  considerable  popular  power,  but- 
seem  to  us  rather  colloquial  for  a  book,  and  rath- 
er abstruse  for  sermons. — Lange's  Epistle  to  the 
Romans  (C.  S.  Scribner  and  Co.)  is  the  eighth 
volume  of  this  great  work.  It  might  more  prop- 
erly be  called  Schaff''s  Commentaries.  When  the 
first  volume  appeared  the  publishers  of  the  En- 
glish edition  "stopped  their  work,  and  arranged 
in  lieu  thereof  for  the  simultaneous  publication 
of  the  American  edition  in  London  and  New 
York,  a  significant  and  deserved  testimonial  to 
Dr.  Schaft's  scholarship.  —  Bible  Wonders  (R. 
Carter  and  Brothers)  is  a  volume  of  sermons  to 
children  by  Dr.  Newtox.  We  like  it  so  well  that 
we  have  carried  our  copy  home  to  read  a  sermon 
every  Sabbath  afternoon  to  our  own  household 
congregation. — Songs  for  Christian  Worship  (A. 
S.  Barnes  and  Co.),  a  very  wisely-arranged  selec- 
tion from  the  larger  "  Songs  for  the  Sanctuary," 
is  a  capital  book  for  the  conduct  of  the  musical 
service  of  family  devotions  ;  and  to  our  thinking 
the  church  that  is  in  the  house  should  have  its 
song  of  praise  as  well  as  the  larger  church. — 


Letters  from  the  East,  by  W.  C.  Bryant  (G.  P. 
Putnam  and  Son),  is  a  disappointing  book — per- 
haps because  Ave  expected  too  much.  We  looked 
with  avidity  for  the  American  poet's  impressions 
of  the  Holy  Land.  Of  the  Holy  Land  he  has 
nothing  to  say  ;  of  the  journey  thither,  little  that 
vv-e  had  not  learned  from  other  travelers.  —  The 
American  Woman's  //o?/<e, by  Catherine  Beech- 
er  and  Mrs.  Harriet  Beecher  Stowe  (J.  B. 
Ford  and  Co.)  is  really  a  capital  book,  and  de- 
serves more  than  this  mere  mention.  It  discuss- 
es all  sorts  of  topics,  from  the  making  of  bread 
to  the  management  of  children,  and  can  hardly 
fail  to  promote  a  healthier  life,  kindlier  relations, 
and  a  purer,  happier  spirit  in  every  home  which 
it  helps  to  form. — Harpers  add  to  their  list  of 
Abbott's  Histoi  ies  an  illustrated  history  of  Jo- 
sej>h  Bonaparte,  by  J.  S.  C.  Abbott.  These 
volumes  were  originally'  intended  for  children 
and  youth.  But  many  a  man  of  business,  many 
a  woman  immersed  in  household  cares,  has  found 
in  them  restful  and  instructive  reading,  and  turn- 
ed to  them  with  pleasure,  fi-ightened  from  the 
more  i)onderous  volumes  of  JNIotley,  Prescott, 
Hume,  and  INIacaulay. — Api)letons  continue  their 
(ilobe  edition  of  the  poets  with  Mrs.  llemans's 
Works,  in  two  volumes.  This  is  the  fifteenth 
English  classic  brought  within  the  reach  of  lim- 
ited purses  by  this  exceedingly  useful  though  un- 
pretentious edition.  —  The  Tico  Haronesscs  forms 
the  second  volume  in  Hurd  and  Houghton's  edi- 
tion of  Hans  Christian  Andeisen.  It  is  rich  in 
quaintly  beautiful  conceits,  and  far  more  interest- 
ing than  "The  Improvisatore."  We  think  nei- 
ther volume  possesses  the  charm  of  the  smaller 
stories  Avhich  have  made  Andersen  such  a  favor- 
ite in  xVmerican  households. — We  overheard  some 
little  folks  reiterating  the  wish  ex])ressed  in  the 
little  letter  quoted  in  the  preface  of  Bessie  at 
School  (Carter  and  Brothers)  that  there  might  be 
a  hundred  more  Bessie  books  written,  and  were 
ready  to  unite  with  them  in  it  when  we  heard 
them  practicing  among  themselves  some  of  the 
sweet  and  good  ways  which  they  liked  in  Bessie 
and  Maggie. — We  should  not  expect  of  George 
MacDonali)  a  sensational  novel,  which  Uavid 
Elginhrod  (Loring)  certainly  is.  Ghosts  and 
ghost  stories  are  as  much  out  of  place  in  his 
pages  as  in  the  busy  streets  in  mid-day.  David's 
strong  character  comes  out  in  strong  contrast 
with  many  weak  ones ;  but,  on  the  whole,  the 
story  seems  to  us  crude  and  unworthy  of  its  au- 
thor. 
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NEW  EEVELATIONS  OF  THE  SPECTEOSCOPE. 

THE  very  extraordinary  capabilities  of  the  spec- 
troscope as  an  instrument  of  scientific  investi- 
gation are  becoming  more  and  more  developed. 
At  the  last  meeting  of  the  British  Association, 
which  took  place  at  Exeter  this  year,  the  incom- 
ing President,  INIr.  Gabriel  Stokes,  who  has  been 
distinguished  for  his  skill  in  the  use  of  the  instru- 
ment, and  in  interpreting  its  revelations,  gave, 
in  his  inaugural  address,  an  account  of  a  new 
purpose  for  which  the  instrument  may  be  made 
available,  namely,  that  of  ascertaining  and  meas- 
uring the  "proper  motion,"  so  called,  of  the 


fixed  stars — that  is,  of  determining  whether  or 
not  they  are  moving,  either  toward  or  from  our 
system,  and  if  so  at  what  rate.  The  genenJ 
principle  of  the  method  which  he  adopted  may 
be  explained  thus : 

If  regular  nndulations  of  any  kind,  such  as 
waves  coming  from  a  centre  of  disturbance  upon 
a  pond  of  water,  strike  an  obstacle,  as,  for  exam- 
ple, a  body  floating  upon  the  surface,  the  encoun- 
ters of  the  successive  waves  with  the  obstacle 
will  succeed  each  other  with  a  certain  frequency. 
If,  now,  the  floating  body  moves  in  a  direction  to 
meet  the  coming  waves,  it  is  easy  to  see  that  the 
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rapidity  with  which  the  encounters  succeed  each 
other  will  be  increased ;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
if  it  moves  in  the  contrary  direction,  the  frequen- 
cy will  be  diminished ;  for,  in  the  former  case, 
the  interval  between  one  encounter  and  the  next 
will  not  depend  wholly  on  the  advance  of  the 
waves,  but  will  be  shortened  somewhat  by  the 
advance  of  the  floating  body  to  meet  it,  while  in 
the  latter  case  the  interval  will  be  lengthened  by 
the  floating  body's  receding  from  it. 

It  must  be  so,  obviously,  with  undulations  and 
vibrations  of  every  kind,  such  as  those  of  light 
and  of  sound.  Now,  in  the  case  of  sound,  the 
musical  pitch,  as  is  well  known,  depends  upon 
the  degree  of  rapidity  with  wdiich  the  successive 
impulses  strike  the  ear.  Increasing  the  frequen- 
cy of  these  impulses  raises  the  pitch,  and  dimin- 
ishing the  frequency  depresses  the  pitch ;  and  it 
makes  no  difference  whether  the  increase  or  dim- 
inution of  the  impulses  upon  the  ear  is  caused 
by  changes  in  rate  of  vibration  produced  at  the 
source  of  the  sound  or  by  the  motion  of  the  ear 
receiving  them  toward  or  from  the  source. 

We  all  have  occasion  to  perceive  the  operation 
of  this  principle  in  the  case  of  a  railroad  train 
approaching  and  passing  us  rapidly  while  the 
whistle  of  the  locomotive  is  sounding.  So  long 
as  the  distance  between  the  whistle  and  the  ear 
of  the  hearer  is  diminishing,  either  by  the  ap- 
proach of  the  whistle  or  the  advance  of  the  hear- 
er, or  by  both  motions  combined,  the  inten-als 
between  the  crests  of  the  sonorous  waves,  so  to 
speak,  are  compressed,  as  it  Avere,  and  the  fre- 
quency of  the  impulses  upon  the  ear  is  increased. 
When,  on  the  other  hand,  the  whistle  and  the 
ear  are  receding  from  each  other,  the  intervals 
are  expanded,  and  the  frequency  of  the  impulses 
is  diminished.  The  consequence  is,  as  most  peo- 
ple have  had  occasion  to  obsen^e,  when  two  trains 
are  approaching  each  other,  and  the  whistle  of 
one  is  heard  by  a  listener  on  the  other,  that  the 
pitch  of  the  sound  at  the  instant  of  the  passing 
of  the  trains  by  each  other  suddenly  changes, 
and  the  sound,  after  the  passing,  continues  on  a 
lower  key  than  before,  until  it  is  lost  in  the  dis- 
tance. People  not  acquainted  with  these  prin- 
ciples often  imagine  that  the  sudden  change  which 
is  observed  to  take  place  at  the  instant  of  pass- 
ing is  produced  by  some  sort  of  flourish  upon  the 
instrument  by  the  performer,  by  way  of  saluta- 
tion, perhaps,  to  his  fellow-performer  on  the  oth- 
er train ;  but  the  true  explanation  is  the  one  here 
given. 

It  follows  from  this  principle — namely,  that 
the  pitch  of  a  sound  may  be  raised  or  lowered  in- 
definitely by  the  mere  motion  of  the  ear  taking 
cognizance  of  it — that  we  can  conceive  of  the  pos- 
sibility, in  theory,  of  a  hearer's  making  any  one 
sound  vary  its  pitch  at  pleasure  to  the  ear  by 
simply  varying  his  own  motion  toward  or  from 
it.  Thus,  we  may  imagine  an  insect  darting  in 
the  air  to  and  from  a  humming  telegraph  wire, 
deducing  from  the  really  uniform  sound  the'Cflect 
of  any  tune — Yankee  Doodle,  for  example — upon 
his  ear,  supposing  always  that  he  had  the  skill  to 
regulate  and  time  his  motions  aright,  and  also 
that  he  had  an  ear  capable  of  appreciating  Yan- 
kee Doodle.  There  is  nothing  in  the  nature  or 
the  laws  of  sound  to  render  such  an  experiment 
as  this  impossible. 

The  foregoing  reasonings  in  relation  to  sound 
are  equally  applicable  to  the  undulations  of  light ; 
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only  in  this  case  the  changes  in  eff'ect,  produced 
by  increasing  and  diminishing  the  rapidity  of 
them,  manifest  themselves  in  a  different  way. 
If  Sirius,  for  example,  and  our  system  are  sta- 
tionaiy  in  respect  to  each  other,  the  unduiatory 
impulses  striking  the  eye  of  an  observer  on  the 
earth  follow  each  other  with  a  certain  frequency. 
If  Sirius  is  approaching  us,  or  we  Sirius,  the  fre- 
quency will  be  increased ;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
if  we  are  receding  from  each  other,  the  frequen- 
cy wdll  be  diminished.  The  difference,  howev- 
er, is  not  perceptible  to  the  human  eye,  as  that 
in  the  case  of  sounds  is  to  the  ear,  but  it  can  be 
observed  and  even  measured  by  certain  phenom- 
ena made  sensible  by  means  of  the  spectroscope. 
It  would  require  in  the  reader  a  practical  famili- 
arity with  the  results  of  observations  with  the 
spectroscope  to  understand  fully  the  details  of 
this  case.  It  is  sufficient  here  to  say  that  a  great 
deal  is  to  be  learned  in  respect  to  the  character 
and  composition  of  distant  sources  of  light  from 
certain  bright  and  dark  lines  in  the  telescopic 
spectrum  produced  by  light  coming  from  them  ; 
and  that  the  position  of  these  lines  is  affected  by 
the  degree  of  rapidity  with  which  the  successive 
luminous  impulses  arrive  at  the  point  of  observa- 
tion. And  by  recent  observations  made  by  the 
distinguished  observer  Huggins,  lines  correspond- 
ing to  those  of  hydrogen  have  been  found  in  the 
spectrum  of  Sirius  ;  and  a  slight  displacement  of 
them,  such  as  would  be  produced  by  a  progressive 
movement  increasing  the  distance  between  our 
system  and  Sirius,  is  also  distinctly  marked.  The 
observation  is  an  exceedingly  delicate  one,  and 
a  very  nice  mathematical  calculation  is  required 
in  such  cases  to  determine,  from  the  degree  of 
displacement,  the  rate  at  which  the  source  of 
light  and  the  position  of  the  observer  are  ap- 
proaching or  receding. 

The  result  obtained  inspires  those  most  com- 
petent to  judge  with  a  feeling  of  great  confidence 
in  its  correctness,  though  perhaps  not  absolute 
certainty.  It  gives  us  about  thirty  miles  per  sec- 
ond as  the  rate  at  which  Sirius  and  our  sun  are 
receding  from  each  other. 

GAS  IN  MINES. 
A  very  ingenious  instrument  has  been  devised 
by  an  English  engineer,  G.  F.  Ansell,  for  detect- 
ing and  giving  warning  of  the  presence  of  dele- 
terious gases  in  mines — whether  hydrogen  or  car- 
bonic acid — or,  as  the  miners  express  it,  whether 
Jire-damp  or  choke-damp.  The  instrument  de- 
pends for  its  working  on  the  mysterious  and  in 
some  respects  inexplicable  property  of  certain 
textures,  such  as  animal  membranes  and  other 
porous  substances,  to  transmit  gases  through 
their  pores,  and  even  to  convey  two  diffeient 
gases  at  the  same  time  in  opposite  directions. 
It  is  found  that  if  two  different  gases  are  sepa- 
rated by  a  partition  formed  of  a  porous  substance 
of  this  kind,  each  gas  will  slowly  pass  through 
the  pores  and  mingle  itself  with  the  gas  on  the 
other  side,  so  that  after  a  brief  period  there  will 
be  found,  on  each  side  of  the  partition  dividing 
them,  a  mixture  of  both  gases.  There  is  no- 
thing surprising  in  the  fact  that  a  porous  sub- 
stance should  absorb  a  gas  into  its  pores,  but  it 
is  surprising  that  the  gns,  after  entering  upon 
one  side,  should  pass  off"  from  the  other ;  as  one 
would  suppose  that  the  same  force  which  caused 
it  to  enter  would  operate  to  hold  it  after  it  was 
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in.  It  is  also  surprising  that  the  two  gases  can 
pass  through  the  pores  of  the  same  substance  in 
contrary  directions,  and  in  a  continuous  flow, 
without  interfering  Avith  each  other.  The  fact, 
hoAvever,  inexplicable  as  it  seems,  is  iucontesti- 
ble. 

The  tenn  given  by  scientific  men  to  the  force 
or  process  by  which  the  gas  enters  the  porous 
substance  is  endosinose,  and  that  by  which  it 
leaves  it  exosvwse. 

The  instrument  referred  to  for  detecting  the 
presence  of  gases  in  mines  is  constructed  on  this 
principle.  There  are  two  forms  of  it,  by  one 
of  which  the  change  in  the  condition  of  things, 
which  it  detects,  is  made  to  give  warning  by  a 
bell ;  in  the  other  the  indication  is  given  to  the 
eye.  The  construction  of  the  former,  as  arranged 
with  special  reference  to  the  inflammable  gases, 
is  shown  in  Fig.  1. 

It  consists  of  a  stand  containing  a  glass  tube 
in  the  form  of  a  short  and  very  broad  letter  U. 
The  upper  ends  of  the  two  branches  of  the  tube 
are  seen  rising  above  the  stand,  one  on  the  right 
hand,  and  one  on  the  left.  The  middle  and  low-- 
er  part  of  the  tube  is  concealed  within  the  stand, 
and  is  filled  with  mercury — the  mercury  rising  a 
certain  distance  in  each  arm  of  the  tube. 

The  left-hand  arm  of  the  tube,  as  seen  in 
the  engraving,  supports  an  iron  cup  or  bowl, 
covered  at  the  top  with  a  porous  disk,  through 
which  the  gases  are  to  pass.  The  space  between 
this  disk  and  the  surface  of  the  mercury  in  the 
left-hand  arm  is  occupied  with  air.  The  other 
arm  of  the  glass  tube  is  formed  into  a  bulb, 
which  has  upon  the  top  of  it  a  cap  communica- 
ting with  one  pole  of  an  electric  battery.  From 
this  cap  a  wire  extends  down  nearly  to  the  sur- 
face of  the  mercury,  but  not  so  as  quite  to  touch 
it.  The  other  pole  of  the  battery  is  connected 
with  the  screw-head  seen  near  the  centre  of  the 
stand. 

Every  thing  being  thus  arranged,  the  appa- 
ratus is  placed  in  the  mine  where  the  presence 
of  hydrogen  is  suspected.  If  the  gas  is  present 
it  passes  through  the  porous  covering  of  the  cup, 
and  mingles  with  the  air  within.  A  portion  of 
the  oxygen  and  nitrogen  of  the  air  passes  out 
also  at  the  same  time  and  mingles  with  the  hy- 
drogen without ;  but  as  the  hydrogen  is  lighter 
and  more  tenuous  than  the  other  gases,  it  enters 
more  rapidly  than  the  others  escape,  and  there 


FIG.  1. 


FIG.  2. 


is  consequently  an  accumulation  of  pressure  on 
the  surface  of  mercury  in  the  left-hand  tube. 
This  forces  the  mercury  up  in  the  other  tube 
until  it  touches  the  wire,  and  thus  establishes  an 
electric  communication,  by  means  of  Avhich  a 
I  bell  is  rung,  or  any  other  signal  made,  to  give 
the  alarm. 

.  In  the  other  fomi  of  the  instrument,  as  seen 
in  Fig.  2,  the  hydrogen  passes  through  an  ani- 
mal membrane,  Avhich  forms  part  of  a  receptacle 
of  confined  air  within  the  instrument,  in  con- 
nection with  an  aneroid  barometer,  so  that  the 
gas,  in  passing  through  the  membrane  and  ac- 
cumulating within,  increases  the  pressure  upon 
the  barometer,  and  makes  the  danger  known  by 
the  movement  of  the  index. 

THE  CONSTITUENTS  OF  WATER  AS  A  SOURCE 
OF  LIGHT  OR  HEAT. 

From  time  to  time  a  paragraph  appears  in  the 
newspapers  either  suggesting  the  feasibility  of 
obtaining  light  and  heat  from  water,  by  decom- 
posing it  in  some  manner,  and  then  recomposing 
the  elements,  or  else  announcing  the  successful 
accomplishment  of  the  object  by  some  ingenious 
discoverer.  The  elements  of  water  are,  as  is 
well  known,  oxygen  and  hydrogen.  The  chem- 
ical combining  of  these  substances  is  attended  by 
the  development  of  great  heat,  which  of  course 
may  be  converted  into  power,  and  also  (under  cer- 
tain combinations)  into  intense  light.  Sanguine 
inventors  and  discoverers  are  accordingly  often 
arising,  who  say,  ' '  Why  delve  with  such  infinite 
labor  into  the  earth  for  hundreds  or  thousands  of 
feet  through  solid  rocks  after  coal,  when  we  have 
the  elements  of  the  most  powerful  combustion 
known,  in  exhaustless  quantities,  always  at  hand 
in  the  water  of  our  brooks,  cisterns,  and  wells  ?" 

This  seems  to  many  persons  who  are  but  little 
acquainted  with  the  scientific  principles  involved 
to  be  very  plausible  ;  so  much  so,  in  fact,  that  in- 
dividuals of  that  class  often  sincerely  believe  that 
the  problem  may  be  solved,  and  sometimes  make 
serious  efforts,  and  spend  much  time  and  money 
1  HI  their  attempts  to  solve  it.    Others,  and  these 
j  cases  are  probably  the  most  numerous,  make  use 
1  of  the  plausibility  of  the  idea  as  a  means  of  pro- 
'  curing  money  from  men  who  are  in  possession  of 
!  more  money  than  science,  and  who  say  to  them- 
1  selves,  "It  is  not  much  that  he  wants.    It  will 
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be  of  no  great  consequence  to  me  if  I  lose  it ;  and 
the  invention  may  come  to  something  after  all." 

The  real  state  of  the  case  is,  that  the  heat  and 
light  developed  by  the  combustion  of  hydrogen — 
that  is,  by  the  chemical  union  of  that  substance 
with  oxygen — is  the  measure  and  expression  of 
the  force  with  which  they  come  together  ;  and  all 
that  force — the  whole  of  it — has  to  be  overcome, 
in  some  way  or  other,  in  getting  them  separated. 
The  hopeless  impossibilityj  therefore,  of  accom- 
plishing any  useful  end  by  this  means  is  shown 
by  the  fact  that  there  must  be  expended  at  least 
as  much  force  in  getting  the  oxygen  and  hydro- 
gen of  the  water  apart  as  they  will  give  out  by 
the  energy  with  which  they  come  together  again ; 
and  so  nothing  will  be  gained.  You  must  pro- 
cure and  expend  the  coal,  or  some  other  sub- 
stance containing  a  latent  store  of  force,  to  over- 
come the  intense  energy  with  which  oxygen  and 
hydrogen  are,  under  favorable  circumstances, 
drawn  together,  and  by  which,  when  once  united, 
they  are  held  in  comhination.  This  intense  en- 
ergy was  the  origin  of  all  the  light  and  heat — that 
is,  the  force  developed  by  their  union,  and  must 
now  be  overpowered  by  superior  force  before  they 
can  be  separated. 

The  case  is  exactly  analogous  to  that  of  a 
farmer  who  thinks  he  has  a  great  water-power 
on  his  land  because  he  has  a  large  pond  in  a  val- 
ley, and  a  long,  descending  ravine  coming  down 
a  mountain  by  the  side  of  it.  "All  that  is  re- 
quired for  a  water-power," he  says,  "is  a  supply 
of  water,  and  a  descent  down  which  it  may  flow." 
The  scientific  reply  would  be:  "  True,  water  and 
a  descent  are  elements  which  can  furnish  power ; 
but  they  can  only  furnish  it  while  the  w^ater  is 
going  down ;  and  your  water,  unfortunately,  is  at 
the  bottom  already.  You  must  devise  some 
means  of  getting  the  contents  of  your  pond  to 
the  summit  of  the  hill  before  you  can  derive  any 
benefit  from  the  descending  flow ;  and  in  doing 
this  you  will  expend  at  least  as  much  force  in 
raising  the  water  as  it  will  give  back  to  you  on 
its  return." 

It  is  precisely  thus  with  all  plans  for  obtaining 
light  or  heat,  or  any  form  of  force,  from  the  de- 
composition and  recomposition  of  water.  You 
must  expend  more  force  in  the  decomposition 
than  the  recomposition  will  restore. 

LOSS  OF  POWER. 

Force  is  measured  among  P]nglish-speaking 
people,  as  is  perhaps  generally  well  known,  by 
foot-pounds — that  is,  the. unit  of  force  is  that 
quantity  required  to  raise  I  pound  1  foot  high, 
against  the  action  of  gravitation,  at  the  surface 
of  the  earth. 

Heat  is  measured,  among  English-speaking 
people,  by  what  is  called  the  Fahrenheit  unit  of 
heat,  which  is  tiiat  quantity  required  to  raise  the 
temperature  of  1  pound  of  water  1  degree  of 
Fahrenheit's  thermometer. 

The  French  measure  heat  and  force  in  a  simi- 
lar manner,  deriving  their  units,  however,  from 
the  French  standards  of  distance  and  weight. 

The  following  facts  are  derived  from  state- 
ments made  by  the  President  of  the  British 
Association  at  the  last  meeting  : 

One  unit  of  heat  is  equivalent  to  about  18G 
foot-pounds  of  force — that  is,  the  heat  necessary 
to  raise  the  temperature  of  1  pound  of  water  1 
degree  is  sufficient,  if  employed  as  a  mechanical 


force,  and  provided  it  could  be  all  so  employed, 
to  raise  about  186  pounds  1  foot  from  the  ground. 

The  heat  produced  by  the  combustion  of  1 
pound  of  coal  amounts  to  twelve  thousand  units 
—in  other  words,  it  is  sufficient  to  heat  12,000 
pounds  of  water  1  degree,  or  1  pound  of  water 
12,000  degrees,  or  the  equivalent  of  that  degree 
of  heat  in  any  form;  and  these  12,000  units  of 
heat,  if  converted  into  force  by  being  employed 
in  expanding  some  substance  capable  of  expan- 
sion, as  steam,  w^ould  be  sufficient,  at  the  rate 
above  mentioned,  of  about  18G  foot-pounds  of 
force  for  every  unit  of  heat,  to  produce  over  two 
millions  of  foot-pounds  of  force — the  figures  were 
2,240,000.  In  other  words,  the  combustion  of 
1  pound  of  coal  yields  force  enough  to  lift 
2,240,000  pounds  of  water  1  foot  high,  or  over 
1000  tons  1  foot  high,  or  1  ton  1000  feet 
high.  It  seems  astonishing  that  so  much  force 
can  be  involved  in  so  small  an  amount  of  com- 
bustion ;  but  the  proof  of  the  fact  is  conclusive. 
Now  of  this  force  employed  in  the  use  of  the 
best  constructed  engines  more  than  one-half  is 
lost.  The  best  pumping-engines  for  the  English 
mines  raise  only  1,000,000  pounds  of  water  1 
foot  for  every  pound  of  coal  consumed,  instead 
of  2,240,000  pounds. 

The  loss  is  still  greater  in  other  modes  of  util- 
izing heat  in  the  mechanic  arts.  For  example, 
in  the  use  of  coal  for  heating  purposes  in  fur- 
naces, 1  pound  of  coal  should  be  sufficient  to  heat 
33  pounds  of  iron  up  to  the  welding  point; 
whereas  in  practice,  in  ordinary  furnaces,  not 
more  than  2  pounds  are  so  heated.  The  most 
of  the  heat  is  lost  through  the  walls  of  the  fur- 
nace, expended  in  driving  the  blast,  or  con- 
sumed or  w^asted  in  other  ways.  Thus,  in  pump- 
ing water,  less  than  one-half  the  actual  power 
developed  by  the  combustion  is  realized  in  tiie 
actual  result,  and  in  heating  processes  only  about 
one-sixteenth  of  it. 

These  facts  are  in  one  sense  very  encouraging, 
as  they  show  what  a  field  is  open  before  future 
inventors  and  discoverers  for  improvement  in 
the  methods  of  utilizing  the  vast  reservoirs  of 
power  contained  in  the  earth's  stores  of  coal. 

ARTIFICIAL  FOSSILS. 

An  English  investigator, 'Dr.  B.  Richardson, 
has  recently  made  some  curious  experiments  in 
attempting  to  produce  what  may  be  called  artifi- 
cial fossils.  One  of  the  most  successful  of  these 
illustrates  how  animal  matter,  under  pressure  and 
heat,  may  be  made  to  leave  a  permanent  record 
of  its  form  in  the  mineral  substance  in  which  it 
is  imbedded.  Some  plaster  of  Paris  made  into 
a  fluid  with  water  containing  alum  in  solution 
was  poured  into  an  iron  box  or  "  flask"  until  the 
flask  was  half  filled.  The  body  of  a  dead  fish,  a 
common  sprat,  was  cut  in  hahes  transversely, 
the  two  pieces  were  laid  upon  tiie  ])Iaster,  and 
the  flask  was  filled  up  with  fluid  phistcr  and 
closed.  When  the  plaster  was  firm,  the  Hask 
was  placed  in  the  iron  chamber  describcii  below, 
with  four  ounces  of  water,  and  the  temj)crature 
was  raised  to  340°  Fahr.,  and  was  sustained  at 
that  degree  for  an  hour.  Twelve  hours  after- 
ward the  flask  was  laid  open,  and  the  jiiastcr  cut 
in  halves,  Avhcn  two  nioidds  were  found,  one  of 
the  upper,  the  other  of  the  lower  half  of  the  fish. 
The  markings  of  the  body  of  tlie  hsh  were  delin- 
eated on  the  mould  ;  a  small  portion  of  the  spi- 
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FIG.  3. 


nal  bone  was  left ;  a  dark  colored  fine  spot,  sur- 
rounded by  a  shiny  scaly  substance,  indicated 
the  position  of  the  eyeball ;  a  little  filamentous 
debris  remained,  consisting  probably  of  the  scaly 
covering  of  the  animal.    (Fig.  3.) 


FIG.  4. 


The  body  of  a  frog  or  toad  submitted  to  the 
same  treatment  in  vegetable  carbon  or  in  sand  | 
was  altogether  destroyed,  and  its  form  was  whol-  \ 
ly  lost ;  but  in  plaster  of  l^aris  the  impression  of 
the  body  was  beautifully  marked.   When  an  oys- 


FIG.  5. 


ter-shell  was  imbedded  thus  in  plaster  of  Paris 
the  form  was  preserved  as  in  Fig.  4. 

The  apparatus  used  for  these  experiments  is 
indicated  in  Fig.  5.  A  is  the  iron  box  or  "flask;" 
B  a  loose  lid ;  and  C  a  band  with  compressing 
screws.  The  bottom  is  also  loose  like  the  lid, 
so  that  when  the  cast  is  to  be  taken  out  the  top 
and  the  bottom  of  the  flask  can  both  be  removed, 
and  the  block  of  plaster  cut  out  with  a  fine  key- 
hole saw.  The  flask,  when  thus  prepared,  was 
subjected  to  heat  in  the  common  vulcanizing  ap- 
paratus used  by  dentists. 

NEW  PROTECTION  FOR  THE  "GREAT  EAST- 
ERN." 

The  Great  Eastern  is  to  be  employed  in  lay- 
ing a  submarine  cable  through  the  Red  Sea  to 
make  a  telegraphic  communication  with  India, 
in  connection  with  the  Suez  Canal.  A  part  of 
the  preparation  which  she  has  to  undergo  con- 
sists of  having  her  hull  painted  Avhite,  so  that  it 
may  reflect  instead  of  absorbing  the  intense  heat 
of  the  sun  in  that  torrid  clime.  It  is  supposed 
that  by  this  means  the  temperature  of  the  in- 
terior of  the  ship  will  be  materially  lowered. 

SELF-REGISTERING  CABS. 

It  is  said  that  a  style  of  street  cab  is  about  to 
be  introduced  into  Paris  which  keeps  an  auto- 
matic record  of  its  earnings,  both  in  respect  to 
time  and  distance.  The  details  are  not  fully 
given,  but  the  arrangement  is  somewhat  as  fol- 
lows :  There  are  two  small  clock  faces  in  some 
convenient  part  of  the  cab,  each  with  a  hand  like 
the  hour-hand  of  a  clock.  These  hands  are  each 
proAdded  with  its  own  mechanism,  that  of  one 
being  connected  with  one  of  the  wheels  of  tlie 
carriage,  and  moves  according  to  the  distance 
run ;  while  the  other  is  carried  by  ordinary  clock- 
work, and  measures  time.  The  dials  are  marked, 
respectively,  with  figures  denoting  the  distance 
run,  and  the  periods  of  time  passed ;  and,  also, 
more  conspicuously  with  the  numbers  5,  10,  15, 
20,  and  so  on,  denoting  the  sum  of  money  due 
corresponding  to  each  portion  of  time  or  distance. 
Thus  the  passenger  takes  his  cab  at  any  time  and 
in  any  place,  and  does  what  he  pleases  with  it. 
He  may  go  fast  or  slow.  He  may  go  on  continu- 
ously or  make  long  stops.  In  any  case  every 
thing  is  recorded.  When  he  is  still,  that  portion 
of  the  fare  which  depends  upon  the  element  of 
time  is  running  on.  When  he  is  in  motion,  in 
addition  to  the  expense  for  time  he  is  adding  to 
his  bill  the  amount  due  for  work  done  by  the 
horses  in  traversing  distance.  At  the  end  he 
has  only  to  add  together  the  two  sums  denoted 
by  the  two  indices  and  give  the  driver  the 
money. 

It  seems  that  such  an  arrangement  as  this 
would  be  entirely  successfal  in  settling  the  vexed 
question  of  cabs  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  con- 
cerned. 

MAN  AND  THE  MONKEY. 

Since  the  publication  of  Darwin's  views  on  the 
gradual  development  of  new  species  in  the  ani- 
mal and  vegetable  world,  by  slow  and  long-con- 
tinued changes  in  species  preceding  them,  and 
in  consequence  of  the  discussions  to  which  these 
views  have  given  rise,  great  interest  has  been  felt 
among  scientific  men  in  the  question  how  far 
any  indications  can  be  found,  in  any  part  of  the 
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FIG.  6. — ANDAMAN  MONKEY. 


world,  of  the  existence  of  links  of  connection  be- 
tween man  and  the  lower  animals.  Thus  far  the 
general  conclusion  among  naturalists  seems  to  be 
that  no  such  links  and  no  indications  of  the  ex- 
istence of  any  can  be  found. 

The  nearest  approach  of  the  human  to  the  ani- 
mal organization — using  the  term  animal  in  the 
restricted  sense  in  which  it  is  sometimes  em- 
ployed as  antithetic  to  human — seems  to  be  in 
the  Andaman  Islands,  for  here  the  race  of  men 
is  of  the  lowest  and  most  degraded  type ;  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  there  are  some  species  of  ape 
or  monkey  occupying  the  islands  Avith  him  that 
simulate  more  perfectly,  perhaps,  than  any  other 
brute  the  functions  of  human  intelligence.  Thus 
in  these  islands  the  lowest  men  and  the  highest 
monkeys  come  into  close  juxtaposition. 

The  superiority  of  the  Andaman  monkey  is 
shown  strikingly  in  a  recent  specimen  which  has 
attracted  some  attention  even  among  men  of 
science.  The  case  referred  to  is  that  of  an  An- 
daman monkey  which,  or  who — for  it  is  rather 
difficult  to  decide  which  relative  ought  really  to 
be  used — was  received  not  long  since  at  the 
Zoological  Gardens  in  London.  The  monkey 
is  a  female,  and  her  name  is  Jenny. 

Jenny's  history  is  somewhat  romantic.  She 


was  procured  at  a  port  at  the  Andaman  Islands 
by  the  sailors  of  the  British  ship  Vu/ilant  in 
1864.     She  remained  on  board  the  Vigilant 
for  four  years,  while  that  ship  was  cruising  in 
the  Eastern  seas  and  engaged  in  co-operating 
with  the  Abyssinian  army  in  the  famous  cam- 
paign for  rescuing  the  English  prisoners  from 
King  Theodore.    The  sailors  made  a  great  pet 
of  her,  and  took  quite  an  interest  in  her  educa- 
tion.   They  taught  her  to  smoke  a  pipe,  to  draw 
the  cork  from  a  soda  bottle,  after  first  carefully 
untwisting  the  wire,  and  then  to  drink  the  con- 
tents, holding  the  bottle  by  the  neck  Avith  both 
hands,  and  lifting  up  the  bottom  of  it  Avith  her 
foot  to  make  the  contents  run  into  her  mouth. 
The  education  Avhich  she  thus  received  Avas  no 
sham,  but  Avas  genuine,  for  Jenny  Avould  really 
drink  the  soda-Avater  and  really  smoke  the  pipe, 
and  not  merely  make-believe.    She  Avas  also  in- 
trusted Avith  the  charge  of  a  chicken  Avhich  the 
sailors  had  on  board  for  one  of  their  pets.  Jenny 
took  good  care  of  this  cliicken  in  her  cage  at 
night,  and  often  carried  it  about  in  lier  arras 
dui  ing  the  day. 

The  sailors,  moreover,  not  properly  apprecia- 
ting, it  seems,  the  importance  of  strict  temper- 
ance principles  for  monkeys,  taught  Jenny  to 
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drink  grog,  of  which  she  le£irned  to  become  ^  no  marks  of  savageness  or  ferocity  in  its  expres- 
imraoderately  fond.  !  sion.    The  character  of  her  face  was  observed  to 

At  length,  when  in  due  time  the  ship  returned  |  be  agreeably  affected  by  her  head-dress,  which 
to  England,  and  the  company  separated,  the  .  consists  of  a  black  mass  of  short,  but  very  fine 
sailors  gave  Jenny  a  certificate  in  due  form  of  j  and  soft  hair,  somewhat  in  the  form  of  the  letter 
having  Avell  and  faithfully  served  her  Majesty  V,  and  parted  in  the  middle, 
during  the  war,  and  also  decorated  her  with  a  Notwithstanding  the  gentle,  and  quiet,  and 
silver  chain  and  medal  as  a  badge  of  her  dis-  very  innocent  expression  of  Jenny's  countenance, 
tinguished  merit,  and  then  consigned  her  to  an  she  is  not  always  to  be  trusted  in  respect  to  pro- 
honorable  retirement  in  the  Zoological  Gardens  priety  of  behavior.  On  one  occasion  when  the 
of  London,  where,  as  the  account  from  which  '  distinguished  geologist  Buckland  was  visiting  the 
we  gather  these  facts  states,  she  is  waiting  qui-  Garden,  and  came  to  pay  his  respects  to  Jenny, 
etly  for  her  share  of  the  prize-money  to  be  di-  with  a  cigar  in  his  mouth,  which  he  was  smok- 
vided  among  the  crew  of  the  ship  when  the  cir-  ing,  she  suddenly  seized  the  cigar,  snatching  it 
cumlocution  office  shall  have  completed  its  la-  from  his  mouth,  and  began  very  coolly  smoking 
bors.  I  it  herself.    She  went  on  until  she  had  finished 

Jenny  is  about  two  feet  four  inches  high.  She  the  cigar,  and  then  threw  the  end  away  in  time 
has  a  mild  and  good-natured  countenance,  with  ,  to  save  burning  her  mouth. 


(IMtnr'0  ISistnrirnl  %tmk 


UNITED  STATES. 

OUR  Record  closes  on  the  30th  of  October. 
The  domestic  incidents  of  special  import- 
ance relate  to  the  October  elections  which  have 
already  taken  place,  and  to  the  more  numerous 
ones  which  will  have  occurred  in  November,  the 
general  issue  of  which  Avill  be  known  before  this 
Number  of  the  Record  will  appear  ;  to  the  issues 
growing  out  of  the  late  "gold  panic;"  and  to 
the  action  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
in  regard  to  the  insurrection  in  Cuba. 

On  the  12th  of  October  elections  were  held  in 
Pennsylvania  for  Governor,  State  officers,  and 
members  of  the  Legislature ;  in  Ohio  for  Gov- 
ernor, State  officers,  and  members  of  the  Legis- 
lature ;  in  loica,  Indiana,  and  Nebraska  for  va- 
rious minor  officers.  The  real  point  involved  in 
these  elections  was  the  verdict  of  the  people  of 
these  States  upon  the  financial  policy  of  the  pres- 
ent Administration.  This  was  clearly  set  forth 
by  Mr.  Boutwell,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
an  elaborate  speech  delivered  in  Philadelphia  on 
the  9th  of  October.  The  essential  points,  much 
abridged,  were  thus  set  forth  by  Mr.  Boutwell: 

"I  doubt  not  that  there  are  difterences  of  opinion 
iu  the  country  as  to  whether  the  public  debt  should 
be  paid  exactly  in  the  manner  contemplated  by  the 
Administration  ;  but  as  I  understand  the  entire  policy 
of  the  Administration,  in  regard  to  the  public  debt,  it 
is  that  it  is  to  be  paid,  principal  and  interest,  iu  coin, 
or  in  that  which  men  will  receive  as  the  equivalent 

for  coin  There  is  but  one  way  out  of  the  difficulty ; 

and  that  is  to  meet  the  obligations  manfully." 

The  Secretary  then  proceeded  to  argue  that 
the  country  is  fully  able  to  pay  the  debt.  This 
was  put  down,  in  round  numbers,  at  twenty-four 
hundred  millions  of  dollars.  Assuming  our  pres- 
ent population  to  be  forty  millions,  this  wiU  be 
.$G0  for  each  person.  The  accumulated  wealth 
of  the  nation  is  estimated  at  fifty  thousand  mill- 
ions—  something  more  than  twenty  times  the 
amount  of  the  debt.  Now,  with  the  present  rate 
of  taxation  and  expenditures,  we  can  pay  a  hun- 
dred millions  a  year,  which  will  extinguish  the 
debt  in  fourteen  years.  If  taxation  is  reduced, 
so  that  fifty  millions  a  year  is  paid,  the  debt  will 
be  extinguished  in  less  than  twenty-two  years ; 
and  if  we  still  further  reduce  the  taxation,  and 


pay  but  twenty-six  millions  a  year,  the  interest- 
bearing  debt  will  be  extinguished  in  thirty  years. 
"The  astonishment,"  continues  the  Secretary, 
"is  that,  under  the  circumstances,  there  should 
be  any  question  as  to  what  the  course  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ought  to  be." 

.  Mr.  Boutwell  then  went  on  to  treat  further  of 
the  financial  problem.  We  are  now,  he  says, 
paying  on  a  large  part  of  the  debt  six  per  cent, 
interest.  The  events  of  the  last  six  or  seven 
months  have  rendered  it  probable  that,  unless 
there  shall  be  some  national  calamity,  we  shall 
be  able  to  re-fund  at  a  rate  of  interest  not  ex- 
ceeding four  and  a  half  per  cent.,  thus  saving  to 
the  country  from  eighteen  to  twenty  millions  a 
year.  Upon  these  grounds  ]\Ir.  Boutwell  urged 
that  the  people  should  vote  for  the  Republican 
candidates,  and  thereby  sustain  the  Administra- 
tion. 

The  result  of  the  chief  elections  was,  that  in 
Pennsylvania  General  Geary  was  elected  as  Gov- 
ernor, by  a  majority  of  about  4500,  his  opponent, 
Mr.  Packer,  running  about  4000  votes  ahead  of 
the  general  Democratic  ticket ;  and  the  Legisla- 
ture is  Republican  by  a  considerable  majority. 
In  Ohio'thQ.  contest  was  still  more  significant,  for 
Mr.  Pendleton,  the  Democratic  candidate  for 
Governor,  was  put  forward  on  the  ground  that 
he  was  the  exponent  of  the  doctrine  that  the 
principal  of  the  debt  should  be  paid  in  "green- 
backs," not  in  gold.  Mr.  Pendleton  was  de- 
feated by  Mr.  Hayes,  his  Republican  competitor, 
by  about  8000  votes,  and  the  Republicans  appear 
to  have  secured  a  small  majority  in  both  branch- 
es of  the  liCgislature,  which,  it  is  supposed,  will 
secure  the  vote  of  the  State  in  favor  of  the  pro- 
posed Fifteenth  Amendment  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States ;  and  this,  it  is  presumed, 
will  insure  the  requisite  majority  of  three-fourths 
of  the  States  in  t\ivor  of  the  Amendment.— In 
loica  the  Republicans  have  succeeded  by  a  con- 
siderable majority ;  but  the  official  accounts  of 
the  vote  have  not  yet  been  received. 

Of  still  greater  importance  are  the  pending 
November  elections,  which  will  have  taken  place 
before  this  Number  of  the  Magazine  will  have 
been  published.     In  New  York,  State  officers 
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and  members  of  the  Legislature  are  to  be  cho- 
sen, and  the  adoption  or  rejection  of  the  proposed 
Constitution  of  the  State  will  be  voted  upon.  In 
New  Jersey,  county  officers  and  members  of  the 
Legislature.  In  Massachusetts,  Governor  and 
State  officers  are  to  be  elected.  In  Illinois,  mem- 
bers of  a  Constitutional  Convention  will  be  cho- 
sen; and  the  question  whether  the  word  "white" 
shall  be  stricken  out  of  the  present  Constitution, 
as  fixing  the  qualifications  of  citizens,  will  come 
up.  In  Minnesota  and  Michigan,  Governor  and 
State  officers  are  to  be  elected.  In  New  Hamp- 
shire and  Maryland,  the  elections  are  purely  lo- 
cal. In  Mississippi,  where,  by  the  proclama- 
tion of  the  President,  the  election  is  to  take 
place  on  the  30th  of  November,  Governor, 
State  officers,  and  members  of  the  Legislature 
are  to  be  chosen  ;  and  also  a  vote  is  to  be  taken 
upon  the  adoption  of  the  proposed  State  Consti- 
tution ;  and,  moreover,  the  people  are  to  vote 
upon  three  separate  propositions  relating  to  those 
who  took  part  in  the  late  rebellion,  the  test  oath, 
and  as  to  loaning  the  credit  of  the  State.  In 
Texas,  on  the  same  day,  nearly  the  same  ques- 
tions are  to  be  decided. — The  most  immediate 
interests  centre  upon  the  election  in  New  York. 
Mr.  Curtis  having  declined  the  Republican  nom- 
ination for  Secretary  of  State  and  Mr.  Ilillhouse 
that  for  Comptroller,  General  Sigel  and  Mr. 
Plorace  Greeley  were  named  in  their  places. 
At  the  last  election  the  majority  of  Seymour 
over  Grant  for  President  was  about  10,000, 
and  that  of  Hoffman  over  Griswold  for  Gov- 
ernor nearly  28,000.  The  Democratic  major- 
ity came  mainly  from  the  cities  of  New  York 
and  Brooklyn,  where  it  amounted  to  nearly 
90,000.  In  the  country  the  Republican  majority 
Avas  about  GO, 000.  The  essential  contest  will  be 
for  members  of  the  Legislature.  The  last  Leg- 
islature stood — House,  76  Republicans,  52  Demo- 
crats;  Senate,  17  Republicans,  15  Democrats. 

The  final  result  of  the  great  gold  speculation, 
noted  in  our  last  Record,  is  yet  to  appear.  Thus 
much  is  now  evident :  Tiie  prominent  specula- 
tors believed  that  they  had  acquired  the  tempo- 
rary control  of  all  the  coin  in  the  country,  be- 
yond that  which  Avas  held  by  the  Treasury,  and 
could  raise  the  price  to  any  sum — even  to  200. 
Implicated  in  this  "Ring"  was  Mr.  Corbin,  a 
brother-in-law  of  the  President,  who  appears  to 
have  given  them  to  understand  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  interfere  with  their  operations ; 
and  they  even  ventured  to  assume  that  the  Pres- 
ident was  implicated.  This  he  most  emphatic- 
ally denies. 

In  regard  to  the  Cuban  question  our  Govern- 
ment has  had  a  difficult  course  to  pursue.  The 
great  majority  of  the  people  are  clearly  in  favor 
of  the  right  of  the  Cubans  to  cut  themselves  free 
from  the  domination  of  Spain.  But  before  ac- 
knowledging Cuba  as  a  nation,  the  people  must 
be  able  to  give  assurance  that  they  had  really 
Avon  the  position  of  an  independent  state.  Thus 
far  they  have  not  succeeded  in  doing  this ;  and 
hence  our  GoA-ernment,  as  heretofore  noted,  has, 
as  far  as  lay  in  its  poAver,  put  a  stop  to  expedi- 
tions from  our  shores.  This  effort  has  not  been 
Avholly  successful,  for  it  seems  clear  that  several 
expeditions  have  left  the  United  States  and 
reached  Cuba.  The  whole  question  came  to  an 
issue  in  the  case  of  a  steamer  bearing  the  flag 
of  the  RepubHc  of  Cuba.     This  vessel,  built  ' 


upon  the  Clyde  for  a  blockade-runner,  Avas  cap- 
tured, and  christened  as  the  Hornet.  She  Avas 
not  long  ago  sold  to  private  parties,  avIio,  it  ap- 
pears, represented  the  Cuban  Junta,  and  after 
some  adventures  appeared  upon  the  high  seas 
fully  manned  and  equipped  as  a  man-of-Avar, 
duly  commissioned  by  the  Cuban  Republic,  and 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Iliggins,  once 
an  officer  in  the  United  States  Navy,  and  later 
in  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States;  the 
gi-eater  part  of  her  officers  had  also  been  in  the 
Confederate  service.  For  some  reason,  not  as 
yet  fully  explained,  she  put  into  th"  port  of 
Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  Avhere  she  Avas 
detained  by  the  United  States  Marshal  of  the 
district.  After  some  legal  proceedings,  formal 
possession  Avas  taken  of  her  by  the  naval  force 
of  the  United  States,  and  her  crcAv  Avere  put  on 
shore  and  discharged.  This  was  done  by  the 
special  order  of  the  Government ;  from  Avhich 
action  it  appears  that,  as  yet,  the  Administra- 
tion is  not  prepared  to  recognize  the  national 
existence  of  the  Republic  of  Cuba. 

The  statistics  of  immigration  to  this  country 
for  the  year  ending  June  30,  18G9,  have  been 
prepared.    The  entire  number  landing  on  our 
shores  Avas  389,G51,  of  Avhom  210,477  Avere 
males,  and  149,174  females.     This  includes 
American  citizens  returning,  and  foreigners  aa  ho 
came  here  not  intending  to  remain.    The  num- 
ber of  actual  immigrants — that  is,  persons  of 
foreign  birth  Avho  propose  to  make  this  country 
their  home — Avas  352,509,  of  whom  214,748 
Avere  males,  and  137,281  females:  79,803  Avere 
under  fifteen  years  of  age,  232,198  betAveen  fif- 
teen and  forty,  and  40,5G8  above  forty  years. 
Of  these  immigrants,  in  round  numbers,  254,000 
landed  at  New  York  ;  3G,000  at  Huron  ;  23,000 
at  Boston,  13,000  at  San  Francisco;  11,000  at 
Baltimore ;  4000  at  Portland  ;  4000  at  Ncav  Or- 
leans ;  3000  at  Detroit ;  1000  at  Philadelphia ; 
and  the  remainder,  in  every  case  less  than  1000, 
at  eight  other  ports. — Of  the  nationalities  repre- 
sented by  these  immigrants  132,000  Avere  from 
Germany;  GO, 000  from  Great  Britain;  G5,000 
from  Ireland;   24,000  from  SAveden ;  21,000 
from  British  America;  1G,000  from  Norway; 
13,000  from  China;   about  4000  each  from 
France,  SAvitzerland,  and  Denmark  ;  about  2000 
each  from  the  West  Indies  and  Belgium  ;  1000 
each  from  Italy,  Holland,  and  Spain;  the  re- 
mainder, in  no  one  case  reaching  500,  from  the 
Azores,  Russia,  Mexico,  and  other  countries. 
It  Avill  thus  be  seen  that  the  Germans  proper 
furnished  considerably  more  than  a  third  of  the 
Avhole  number  of  immigrants  ;  while  those  from 
Sweden  and  Norway  Avere  about  two-tliirds  of 
the  number  from  Ireland.    Taking  the  Avord  in 
its  Avidest  signification,  as  including  the  kindred 
SAA'edes,  NorAvegians,  Hollanders,  and  Danes, 
the  "  Germans"  compose  more  than  a  half  of  the 
entire  immigration  from  abroad. — These  statist- 
ics are  of  special  political  importance,  as  shoAV- 
ing  that  in  the  ensuing  decade  the  "foreign" 
A'ote  Avill  be  very  largely  conii)osed  of  tlic  Cier- 
man  element.— Of  tiie  occupations  of  the  males, 
about  89,000  are  put  doAvn  as  lalmrcrs;  25,000 
mechanics  ;  10,000  mcrcliants  and  clerks  ;  GOOO 
miners.— The  departures  for  foreign  [)orts  during 
the  year  Avcre  al)Out  74,000,  of  whom  52,000 
Avere  males,  and  22,(M)0  females  ;  of  these  5G,0()0 
sailed  from  Ncav  York;  GOOO  from  San  I-'ran- 


152 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTPILY  MAGAZINE. 


Cisco ;  3000  from  Genesee ;  and  the  remainder 
from  other  ports. 

Since  the  death  of  General  Rawlins,  General 
Sherman  has  performed  the  duties  of  Secretary 
of  War.  The  President  lias  appointed  to  tliat 
post  General  William  M.  Belknap,  of  Iowa.  He 
was  born  in  Hudson,  New  York,  in  1831,  but 
early  removed  to  Iowa,  and  commenced  the 
practice  of  law.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the 
civil  war  he  entered  the  army  as  Major.  He 
soon  rose  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier- General, 
leading  the  Iowa  brigade  in  the  Atlanta  cam- 
paign. During  Sherman's  march  to  the  sea  he 
commanded  a  division  of  the  Eifteenth  Corps, 
and  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Bentonville,  the 
last  action  fought  in  the  Carolinas.  At  the  con- 
clusion of  the  war  he  was  offered  the  rank  of 

Brigadier-General  in  the  regular  army.  The 

Legislature  of  Virginia  convened  on  the  5th  of 
October,  the  Conservatives  having  a  majority  in 
both  Houses.  Governor  Walker,  in  his  inaugu- 
ral message,  urged  the  adoption  of  the  Fifteenth 
Amendment,  and  there  is  every  probability  that 
this  will  be  done ;  in  which  case  there  appears  to 
be  no  further  obstacle  to  the  recognition  by  Con- 
gress of  the  reconstruction  of  the  State. — In  Ten- 
nessee there  has  been  a  protracted  contest  upon 
the  choice  of  a  United  States  Senator.  During 
several  ballots  Andrew  Johnson  received  a  plural- 
ity of  votes,  but  failed  of  an  absolute  majority. 
At  length  all  those  opposed  to  him  concentrated 
upon  a  new  candidate,  JVtr.  Henry  Cooper,  who 

was  chosen  by  a  vote  of  55  to  51.  Franklin 

Pierce,  formerly  President  of  the  United  States, 
died  at  Concord,  New  Hampshire,  on  the  8th  of 
October,  at  the  age  of  65  years.  There  is  now 
living  no  ex-President  of  the  United  States  who 
became  such  by  election. 

SOUTHERN  A3IERICA. 

It  is  now  more  than  a  year  since  the  insurrec- 
tion in  Cuba  broke  out,  and  the  Spaniards  have 
not  made  any  real  advance  toward  its  suppres- 
sion ;  on  the  contrary,  it  seems  now  more  for- 
midable than  ever  before.  Notwithstanding  the 
assurances  of  the  Government  in  the  island  and 
in  Spain,  it  seems  hardly  probable  that  Spain  will 
succeed  in  retaining  her  hold  upon  Cuba,  unless 
other  European  Powers  should  interfere  in  her 
favor.  In  spite  of  the  efforts  of  our  Government 
considerable  aid  in  men,  and,  which  is  of  more 
consequence,  arms  and  munitions,  haA'e  left  this 
country,  and  safely  landed  upon  the  island.  The 
latest  of  which  we  have  any  reliable  accounts 
was  organized  by  General  Goicuria.  The  steam- 
er Xi7/<a??,  which  had  been  lying  at  New  Orleans, 
went  to  Cedar  Keys,  off  the  Florida  coast,  where 
about  six  hundred  men  and  several  cannon,  and 
a  large  number  of  rifles,  with  appropriate  ammu- 
nition, were  embarked.  The  expedition  safely 
reached  its  destination  about  the  20th  of  Octo- 
ber. Returning,  the  Lillian  put  into  the  harbor 
of  Nassau,  where  slie  was  seized  by  the  British 
authorities,  but  was  released  after  a  short  deten- 
tion. It  is  useless  to  give  the  accounts  which 
reach  us  of  various  actions,  or  rather  skirmish- 
es, but  the  upshot  seems  to  be  that  the  Spaniards 
only  hold  the  places  actually  occupied  by  their 
forces,  while  the  Cubans  are  gradually  extend- 
ing their  sphere  of  operations. 

From  Paraguay  the  latest  accounts  represent 
that  Lopez,  with  the  forces  remaining  to  him, 


has  posted  himself  in  the  interior ;  and  that  the 
Brazilians  manifest  no  intention  of  following  him. 
But  as  they  hold  almost  all  the  inhabited  parts 
of  Paraguay,  with  little  danger  of  being  dis- 
lodged, it  is  presumed  that  the  war,  as  far  as  act- 
ive operations  are  concerned,  is  practically  at  an 
end. 

A  ci\-il  war  has  been  for  months  waged  in 
Hayti,  with  varying  fortunes.  The  latest  re- 
ports, which  must  be  received  with  doubts,  repre- 
sent that  the  revolutionary  party  has  gained  the 
ascendency,  and  that  President  Salnave  is  on  the 
point  of  leaving  the  island. 

EUROPE. 

In  France  the  health  of  the  Emperor  continues 
to  be  the  prominent  topic  of  interest.  The  later 
reports  are  more  satisfactory  than  those  which 
haA-e  preceded. — ]Much  excitement,  in  connection 
with  the  pending  Oecumenical  Council,  has  been 
excited  by  the  course  of  Father  Hyacinthe,  an 
eloquent  preacher  lately  ministering  in  the  Cathe- 
dral of  Notre  Dame.  He  abandoned  that  posi- 
tion in  a  public  letter,  assigning  as  a  reason  that 
he  could  not  in  conscience  obey  some  of  the  or- 
ders of  the  Holy  See ;  and  protested  against  some 
of  the  doctrines  and  practices  of  the  Church, 
which  he  contended  were  contrary  to  the  princi- 
ples of  Christianity.  He  has  since  anived  in  the 
United  States,  where  he  has  met  with  much  at- 
tention. 

In  Spain  no  progress  appears  to  have  been 
rnade  toward  the  establishment  of  a  monarchy. 
The  project  of  electing  the  Duke  of  Genoa  as 
King  appears  to  have  been  abandoned ;  and 
there  is  now  no  candidate  prominently  men- 
tioned. No  sooner  had  the  Carlist  project 

been  abandoned  than  a  still  more  formidable 
reactionary  movement  was  set  on  foot;  this 
time  by  the  Republicans,  We  give  the  sub- 
stance of  the  principal  telegraphic  dispatches 
on  this  subject.  Vague  as  they  are,  they  are 
all  that  is  as  yet  known  of  the  matter :  By  the 
close  of  September  this  movement,  Avhich  broke 
out  simultaneously  at  many  points,  had  assumed 
formidable  proportions.  On  the  3d  of  October 
the  Cortes  passed  a  law  suspending  the  consti- 
tutional guarantees  of  personal  rights ;  and  the 
Government  proclaimed  martial  law  in  the  prov- 
inces of  Andalusia  and  Catalonia.  Most  of  the 
attempts  at  rising  are  reported  to  have  been  put 
doAvn  with  little  difficulty.  The  main  focus  of 
the  movement  was  the  city  of  Valencia;  which, 
however,  was  captured  on  the  19th.  But  the 
telegraphic  dispatches  are  supervised  by  the 
Government ;  and  it  is  cuiTCntly  believed  that 
the  suppression  is  far  less  complete  than  has 
been  reported, — Additional  troops,  to  the  num- 
ber of  some  thousands,  have  been  sent  to  Cuba ; 
and  the  Government  profess  confidence  that  the 
insurrection  Avill  speedily  be  suppressed  ;  in  which 
case  it  is  promised  that  all  proper  reforms  shall 
be  made  in  the  colonies. — General  Prim,  in  the 
Cortes,  announced  that  should  any  decrees  of 
tlie  Papal  Church  prove  hostile  to  the  Spanish 
Constitution,  they  w  ill  be  declared  null  and  void. 

In  Rome  preparations  are  rapidly  pushed  for- 
ward for  the  Oecumenical  Council,  which  is  ap- 
pointed to  convene  on  the  10th  of  December, 
A  large  proportion  of  the  American  prelates 
have  already  departed  for  Rome.  Most  of 
these  bear  large  contributions  for  the  Holy  See. 


irntutr. 


ONE  of  the  droll  scenes  of  the  war,  and  one, 
on  the  Avhole,  which  was  rather  jolly  in  the 
monotonies  of  camp  life,  was  the  meetings — half 
dance,  half  prayer  -  meeting — of  the  negroes. 
One  of  these  little  gatherings  has  been  deftly 
sketched  by  Colonel  Higginson,  down  at  Beau- 
fort, in  December,  18G2 : 

This  evening,  after  working  themselves  up  to 
the  highest  pitch,  a  party  suddenly  rushed  off, 
got  a  barrel,  and  mounted  some  man  upon  it, 
who  said,  "Gib  anoder  song,  boys,  and  I'se  gib 
you  a  speech !"  After  some  hesitation,  and  sun- 
dry shouts  of  "Rise  de  sing,  somebody!"  and 
"Stan'  up  for  Jesus,  brudder!"  irreverently  put 
in  by  the  juveniles,  they  soon  got  upon  the  John 
Brown  song,  always  a  favorite,  adding  a  jubilant 
verse  which  I  had  never  before  heard :  ' '  We'll 
beat  Beauregard  on  de  clare  battle-field. "  Then 
came  the  promised  speech ;  and  then  seven  oth- 
er speeches,  by  as  many  men,  on  a  variety  of 
barrels.  The  most  eloquent,  perhaps,  was  by 
Corporal  Lambkin,  just  arrived  from  Pernandi- 
na,  who  evidently  had  a  previous  reputation 
among  them.  Ilis  historical  references  were 
very  interesting.  He  reminded  them  that  he 
had  predicted  this  war  ever  since  Fremont's  time, 
to  which  some  of  the  crowd  assented ;  he  then 
gave  a  very  intelligent  account  of  that  Presiden- 
tial campaign ;  and  then  described  most  im- 
pressively the  secret  anxiety  of  the  slaves  in 
Florida  to  know  all  about  President  Lincoln's 
election,  and  told  how  they  all  refused  to  work  on 
the  4th  of  March,  expecting  their  freedom  to  date 
from  that  day.  He  finally  brought  out  one  of  the 
very  few  really  impressive  appeals  for  the  Amer- 
ican flag  that  I  have  ever  heard :  ' '  Our  mas'rs 
dey  hab  lib  under  de  flag,  dey  got  dere  wealth 
under  it,  and  ebryting  beautiful  for  dere  chil'en. 
Under  it  dey  hab  grind  us  up,  and  put  us  in  dere 
pocket  for  money.  But  de  fus'  minute  dey  tink 
dat  ole  flag  mean  freedom  for  we  colored  people 
dey  pull  it  right  down,  and  run  up  de  rag  ob  dere 
own."  (Immense  applause.)  " But  we'll  neber 
desert  de  ole  flag,  boys — neber !  we  hab  lib  un- 
der it  for  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty -two  years^ 
and  we'll  die  for  it  now!"  With  which  over- 
powering discharge  of  chronology-at-long-range 
this  most  effective  of  stump-speeches  closed. 


The  exact  state  of  Biblical  erudition  extant 
among  the  colored  warriors  may  be  inferred  from 
the  exhortation  of  a  dark  saint  at  Beaufort,  who, 
in  his  exhortation,  said,  "Paul  may  plant,  and 
viay  polish  ivith  water,  but  it  won't  do."  Possi- 
bly Apollos  would  decline  to  concur. 


The  sense  of  humility  that  pervades  the  darkey 
breast,  especially  in  his  prayers,  is  fairly  illus- 
trated in  this  :  ' '  Let  me  so  lib  dat  when  I  die  I 
shall  hab  manners,  dat  I  shall  know  what  to  say 
when  I  see  my  Heabenly  Lord." 

And  then  Sambo's  idea  of  thanksgiving :  "  0 
Lord !  Avhen  I  tink  ob  dis  Kismas,  and  las'  year 
de  Kismas.  Las'  Kismas  he  in  de  Secesh,  and 
notin'  to  eat  but  grits,  and  no  salt  in  'evi.  Dis 
year  in  de  camp,  and  too  much  victual !" 


And  then  the  power  of  music  over  him.  Thus, 


when  on  a  show-day  they  were  joined  by  the  band 
of  the  Eighth  Maine,  Sergeant  Rivers  said,  ec- 
statically :  "And  when  dat  band  wheel  in  before 
us,  and  march  on— my  God !  I  quit  dis  world 
altogeder ! " 


In  the  Reminiscences  of  Crabb  Robinson  is  a 
humorous  story  related  by  Eraser,  of  his  meet- 
ing in  a  stage-coach  with  a  little  fellow  who  was 
not  only  very  smart  and  buckish  in  his  dress,  but 
also  a  pretender  to  science  and  philosophy.  He 
spoke  of  having  been  at  Paris,  and  of  having 
read  Helvetius,  Voltaire,  etc. ,  and  was  very  fluent 
in  his  declamation  on  the  origin  of  ideas,  self- 
love,  and  the  other  favorite  doctrines  of  the  new 
school.  He  said,  "I  have  no  objection  to  con- 
fess myself  a  materialist.''  On  this  an  old  man, 
who  had  listened  a  long  time  to  the  discourse, 
and  had  more  than  once  betrayed  symptoms  of 
dissatisfaction  and  scorn  toward  the  philosopher, 
could  not  contain  himself  any  longer.  ' '  D — n 
it,  that's  too  bad !  You  have  the  impudence  to 
say  you  are  a  materialist,  when  I  know  you  are 
a  dancing -master !  It  is  too  bad  for  a  man  to 
say  he  is  of  one  trade  when  he  is  of  another !" 


A  Maryland  correspondent  has  enjoyed  an 
interview  with  a  Mrs.  Partington  of  that  locality. 
The  topic  of  conversation  was  the  approaching 
Oecumenical  Council  at  Rome,  which  moved  her 
to  say  that  "these  Romanists  do  some  good 
things,  after  all.  It  was  only  the  other  day  that 
one  of  their  bishops  put  out  his  orders  agin  all 
this  fine  dressin'  and  extravagance  in  livin',  and 
tellin'  the  people  that  it  will  bring  them  to  ruin, 
which  it  will ;  and  another  bishop,  or  priest,  told 
the  people  that  all  the  pomp  of  funerals  nowa- 
days is  wrong  and  sinful;  and  now  here's  an 
order  right  straight  from  the  Pope  himself  call- 
ing on  the  whole  Avorld  for  an  'Economical' 
Council !  They  do  set  us  an  example  in  some 
things,  I  must  say ! " 

The  entire  compatibility  of  looking  after  the 
providing  for  one's  household  and  a  fair  average 
of  vital  piety  seems  to  be  demonstrated  by  an 
Ohio  correspondent,  who  sends  us  the  original  of  a 
communication  addressed  by  one  of  the  saints  of 
that  quarter  to  a  brother  who  had  been  oblivious 
as  to  the  payment  of  a  small  balance.  We  quote 
a  paragraph  verbatim : 

"I  feel  that  I  am  not  worthy,  but  that  I  am 
truly  needy.  I  confess  I  need  more  giace  to 
sustain  me,  and  to  create  within  me  more  Devine 
Truth  and  Devine  light,  that  I  may  be  more  com- 
pletely filled  with  Love  and  compassion  for  our 
suffering  Lord  and  Master.  I  confess  also  that 
I  need  more  of  this  worlds  Goods,  particularily 
what  rightfully  belongs  to  me,  and  if  it  would 
not  be  asking  too  much,  and  you  feel  that  you 
can  spare  it,  please  have  the  kindness  to  leave  it 
at  Jones  &  i:)oolittle's  $;}  00,  being  a  balance 
due  me  on  chickens.  I  shall  be  from  liomc,  there- 
fore shall  not  be  able  to  see  you.  May  tlie  Holy 
Spirit  ever  attend  you      Sylvester  Sweat.  " 

The  New  York  Independent  calls  Peter  Cart- 
wright  "one  of  the  fiimous  Peters— Peter  the 
Great,  Peter  the  Hermit,  Peter  the  Fisherman, 
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Peter  the  Cartwright."  Which  remindeth  the 
Drawer  of  a  little  sentiment  once  given  at  a  re- 
ligious gathering,  where  the  subject  of  the  Gos- 
pel in  its  relations  to  Science  was  somewhat  dis- 
cussed. One  good  old  gentleman  took  a  pleasant 
view  of  matters,  and  closed  a  humorous  and 
effective  speech  by  giving  as  a  toast :  "  The  two 
great  forces  in  the  regeneration  of  the  world, 
Gunpowder  and  the  Gospel — Saint  Peter  and 
Salt  Peter!" 


Every  thing  that  tends  to  add  dignity  and 
decorum  to  the  transaction  of  business  in  our 
courts  is  so  much  added  to  the  respect  of  the 
public  for  judicial  decisions.  It  is  gratifying  to 
know  that  since  Tennessee  has  been  reconstruct- 
ed the  wearers  of  her  ermine  have  determined 
that  decency  shall  pervade  the  bench.  As  proof, 
we  are  favored  by  a  correspondent  in  that  State 
with  the  following  order : 

*'  State  op  Tennessee,)          County  Court, 
 County.      /   Term,  a.d.  1SG-. 

"  It  is  ordered  by  the  Court  that  there  be  no  yow- 
yoicin'  done  by  any  of  the  Justices  while  the  court  is 
iu  session." 

Squire  Wattletods  suggested  that,  as  a  mark 
of  respect  and  dignity,  the  Justices  of  said  court 
should  uncover  wlien  entering  the  court-room. 
Whereupon  the  clerk  entered  upon  the  minutes 
the  following : 

"It  is  ordered  by  the  Court  that  all  Justices  of  this 
court  take  off  their  hats  wheu  they  euter  the  court- 
room." 

One  of  the  Justices  stated  that  IVIr.  Justice 
Wolf  could  not  obsen  e  said  order,  as  he  had  no 
hat,  but  wore  a  coon-skin  cap. 

It  was  thereupon  further  "Ordered,  That  Mr. 
Justice  Wolf  have  leave  until  next  term  of  this 
court  to  furnish  himself  with  a  hat  that  will  not 
be  a  disgrace  to  his  associate  Justices,  and  that 
he  proceed  to  burn  the  coon-skin  cap  now  worn 
by  him." 

Furthennore  "  Ordered,  That  if  the  said  Wolf, 
J.,  doth  not  burn  said  coon-skin  cap,  as  required 
by  order  of  this  court,  then  the  chairman  of  this 
court  and  his  associates  be  and  are  hereby  ap- 
pointed by  the  court  as  special  commissioners  to 
act  in  the  premises,  to  burn  said  coon-skin  cap, 
and  report  to  the  next  term  of  this  court." 

REPORT. 

"County  Court,  County,  Term,  1S6-. 

"  In  pursuance  of  au  order  made  at  the  last  term  of 
this  worshipful  court,  we,  the  undersigned,  special 
commissioners,  etc.,  most  respectfully  beg  leave  to 
submit  the  followiug : 

"  In  pursuance  of  said  order  we  proceeded  in  the 
premises,  aud  notified  Mr.  Justice  Wolf  that  he  must 
burn  his  coon-skin  cap,  which  he  refused  to  do. 
Whereupon  commissioners  Jones  and  Brown  caught 
Mr.  Justice  Wolf  and  held  him,  aud  commissioner 
Thompson  burned  the  said  coou-skin  cap  quicker  than 
h  could  scorch  a  feather.  All  of  which  is  respect- 
fully submitted. 

"J.  TU0MPS0N,1 

"  P.  Smitu,      >  Comm'rs." 
"L.  Brown,  ) 


A  CLEVER  book,  "The  Irish  in  America,*'  by 
John  Francis  Maguire,  M.P.,  has  lately  been 
]niblished  in  London.  It  gives  many  interesting 
facts  about  his  countrymen  on  this  side  of  the 
water,  interspersed  with  anecdotes.  Writing  of 
the  late  Bishop  England,  of  Charleston,  he  says  : 

The  clenching  force  of  the  Bishop's  manner  \ 


of  reasoning  may  be  illustrated  by  the  following 
reply  given  by  an  Irishman,  Avho  was  one  of  the 
warmest  admirers  of  his  distinguished  country- 
man. 

"Well,  Pat,"  said  a  lady  to  the  Irishman, 
"what  do  you  think  of  your  Bishop  ?" 

"Think  of  him,  ma'am!  faith,  ma'am,  I  think 
a  deal  of  him,  and  why  not?  Isn't  he  grand, 
ma'am,  when  he  crosses  his  two  arms  on  his 
breast,  and  looks  round  at  them  all,  after  one 
of  his  regular  smashers,  as  much  as  to  say,  'An- 
swer me  that,  and  be  d — d  to  you !' " 


A  VOLUME  recently  published  in  Paris,  ' '  Lcs 
Soupers  de  mon  Temps,  par  Roger  de  Beauvoir" 
(The  Supping  Men  of  my  Time),  gives  an  enter- 
taining sketch  of  the  wits  of  the  French  capital 
thirty  years  ago,  when  Dumas  and  J^amartine, 
Hugo  and  De  Vigny,  Deschamps,  Beranger,  Al- 
fred de  ]\Iusset,  and  Scribe,  had  the  most  delight- 
ful little  dinners  and  suppers  together.  Of  these 
Roger  de  Beauvoir  was  the  only  one,  at  that 
time,  who  had  the  great  misfortune  of  being  rich 
— three  times  rich.  Dumas  says  he  was  "ador- 
able at  the  dinner -table."  In  his  iron  body 
there  was  a  spirit  of  fire  that  played  during  forty 
years  the  wildest  pranks — a  strong,  solid,  joyous 
man,  who  appeared  to  defy  disease.  But  he  was 
finally  taken  ill.  The  laugiiing  philosopher  was 
brought  to  his  arm-chair,  not  to  be  wholly  l)eaten 
at  once,  however.  He  must  joke  with  the  Doc- 
tor "who  came  to  operate  upon  him.  He  exam- 
ined the  surgical  instrument,  and  decided  that  he 
would  sooner  die  than  submit  to  its  use  upon  his 
poor  body.  Dr.  Favrot  agreed  with  him.  ' '  That 
being  decided," quoth  Roger,  "let  us  have  a  glass 
of  Champagne."  Two  bottles  were  drunk  by  the 
Doctor  and  his  patient.  Whereupon  the  man  of 
art  rose  and  said,  "Let  us  embrace,  my  dear 
im'alid,  for  it  is  probable  we  shall  never  meet 
again  in  this  world."  The  Doctor  added  that 
all  would  be  probably  over  within  twelve  hours. 
"  In  any  case,  come  to-morrow,"  the  patient  call- 
ed to  the  retreating  physician.  Dr.  Favrot  agreed 
to  call,  as  a  matter  of  curiosity.  Roger  settled 
himself  in  his  arm-chair,  waiting  for  death.  But 
sweet  sleep  came ;  his  dropsical  limbs  were  sud- 
denly relieved,  and  he  felt  cured.  On  the  mor- 
row he  answered  the  bell  when  the  Doctor  rang. 
He  invited  the  fourteen  doctors  who  had  attend- 
ed him  to  dinner ;  and  compared  himself  to  the 
Republic  putting  fourteen  armies  in  motion  against 
Death. 

Another  of  the  "  Supping  Men"  was  the  Count 
de  Courchamps,  a  friend  of  Brillat  Savarin,  and 
an  epicure  of  the  first  order.  He  frequented 
the  Cafe  des  Freres  Proven9aux,  then  reputed 
to  have  the  finest  cellar  in  Paris.  Here  he  had 
his  appointed  table.  Bread  was  specially  baked 
for  him  daily.  He  carried  his  own  sauces  in 
his  pocket.  His  choice  of  wine  was  of  the  dain- 
tiest— in  Burgundies  chieHy.  When  he  supped 
he  began  at  ten  o'clock  and  finished  at  mid- 
night ;  and  he  went  on  supping  and  meddling 
with  the  kitchen  to  the  end,  even  among  the  good 
sisters  of  Poitiers,  who  pitied  him  and  let  him 
die  among  them. 

A  third  was  Armand  Malitourne,  who  lived 
"not  Avisely,  but  too  well" — that  is  to  say,  lived 
beyond  his  means — until  finally  he  became  re- 
duced to  the  writing  of  couplets  for  the  confec- 
tioners.   We  allude  to  him  for  the  purpose  of 
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quoting  De  Beauvoir's  witty  though  rather  mel- 
ancholy reflection,  that  with  too  many  of  the  Bo- 
hemian fraternity  "  the  Jiospital  appears  to  he  be- 
hind every  supper-tahle.^^ 

A  fourth  was  BrifFault,  who  wrote  only  in  his 
shirt-sleeves,  with  his  elbows  upon  a  restaurant 
table,  and  with  empty  plates  and  glasses  before 
him.  He  left  a  few  mots  behind  him,  and  was 
the  author  of  one  that  has  come  down  to  our  day. 
A  certain  epicure  observed  to  him,  "There  should 
be  two  to  eat  a  chicken. "  "  Exactly,"  said  Brif- 
fault,  "one's  self  and  the  chicken." 

Ix  the  "  dark  days"  of  'G4  there  lived  "Down 
East"  two  well-to-do  Irish  neighbors,  each  of  j 
whom  had  a  son  who  had  gone  West  to  seek 
their  fortunes.  The  old  boys  meeting  one  day, 
mutual  inquiries  were  made  about  the  young- 
sters. 

"Well,  Pat,  how  is  Mickey  making  out  wid 
his  thrip  out  West  ?" 

"Illigantly!  tin  dollars  a  w^ake,  and  bossin' 
himself.   And  how's  your  boy  gittin'  on,  Dinnis  ?" 

"Teddy,  ye  mane?  He's  doin'  splendid,  the 
darlint !  Why,  his  lasht  letther  was  bustin'  wid 
granebacks,  and  made  so  asy,  too." 

"And  what's  he  doin'?" 

"  Faix,  I  hardly  know,  but  it's  in  the  govvem- 
ment  imploy  he  is." 

' '  The  divil  ye  say !  the  govvernment !  What's 
he  doin'  for  the  govvernment?" 

' '  Faix,  I  hardly  know  what  it  is,  but  I  think 
it's  what  he  calls  laapin'  the  hounty  /" 

A  FEW  years  ago  the  American  Sunday- 
school  Union  in  Philadelphia  published  a  small 
tract,  by  Dr.  Boardman,  on  the  impropriety  of 
church  members  going  to  the  opera.  Soon  after, 
one  of  the  leading  officials  of  the  Society  was 
going  past  the  opera-house  one  evening  about 
the  time  the  crowd  were  assembling,  and  was  be- 
set by  a  pack  of  newsboys  trying  to  sell  him  a 
libretto  of  the  play.  One  little  fellow  was  par- 
ticularly persistent,  calling  out,  "Buy  a  book. 
Sir?  buy  a  book?"  At  last  the  venerable  Sec- 
retary turned  upon  the  urchin  with  the  indignant 
exclamation,  "Do  I  look  as  if  I  was  going  to  the 
opera  ?"  The  little  fellow  stood  for  a  moment, 
eying  the  gentleman  from  head  to  foot  with  a 
roguish  look,  and  replied,  "  I  thought  maybe 
you  might  have  a  better  suit  at  home!" 

A  NEWSPAPER  man  of  the  South,  who  has  a 
memory  for  odd  occurrences,  was  on  one  occa- 
sion associated  with  the  late  Edward  Everett  in 
a  public  ceremonial  where  a  surviving  soldier  of 
the  Revolution  was  present.  Mr.  Everett,  see- 
ing with  what  effect  the  revolutionary  patriot 
could  be  made  tributary  to  the  point  of  his  ora- 
tion, "interviewed"'  the  old  gentleman  in  pri- 
vate, telling  him  that  at  such  a  part  he  would 
turn  to  him  and  make  a  certain  movement  with 
his  hand,  at  which  he  w-as  to  arise.  Of  course 
the  revolutionary  patriot  had  his  eyes  and  ears 
open  for  the  preconcerted  signal.  Mr.  Everett 
having  gradually  and  eloquently  delivered  the 
rhetorical  preliminary  gave  the  cue,  and  the  rev- 
olutionary patriot  gladly  and  proudly  arose. 

"Do  not  rise,  venerable  man,"  said  Mr.  E., 
with  deprecatory  gesture,  ' '  do  not  rise  ;  it  is  for 
us  to  rise  and  pay  deference  to  yow." 

"  Why,  Mr.  Everett,  Avhat  do  you  mean  ?   You  ! 
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told  me  to  git  up,  and  now  you  tell  me  to  sit 
down  !    What  do  you  mean  ?" 

Alas,  that  the  little  tableau  should  have  thus 
been  made  ridiculous ! 


Like  hundreds  of  other  good  fellows,  a  corre- 
spondent in  the  White  Pine  region  of  Nevada 
writes  that  he  is  a  constant  reader  of  the  Drawer ; 
but  he  is  a  little  in  error  when  he  says  that  he 
seldom  sees  any  thing  in  it  from  that  mining  dis- 
trict. White  Pine  has  contributed  its  full  quota 
to  the  Drawer.  Indeed,  the  Drawer  is  under 
many  obligations  to  the  hardy,  enterprising  men 
who  have  enthusiastically  gone  to  rough  it  for 
j  gold  as  though  they  were  on  an  extended  West- 
ern frolic.  A  man  of  this  sort,  whose  pencil- 
lines  on  a  strip  of  white  printing -paper  show 
him  to  have  been  somewhere  about  a  printing- 
office,  says  :  "I  thought  I  would  send  you  my 
little  lot  of  Chloride. "    Thus  : 

Last  winter  we  had  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
our  town,  Treasure  City,  who  hails  from  Ireland, 
as  do  most  officials  in  this  region.  A  subpoena 
had  been  issued  from  his  court  to  another  Irish- 
man, to  attend  as  a  witness  in  a  case  where  Joe 
B  was  plaintiff,  and  G.  R  ,  et.al.,  de- 
fendants. Mike  appeared  in  court  before  the 
trial  commenced,  and  asked,  "Judge,  who 
the  devil  is  ^  at.  allf'  To  which  his  Honor, 
responsive,  said,  ' '  I  am  surprised  that  an  Amir- 
icin  citizen,  of  ordinary  intilligence,  should  not 
know  the  maning  of  at.  all.  And  for  the  binifit 
of  the  witniss  and  the  gintlemin  prisint  in  the 
coort,  I  will  explain.  It  is  dirivatid  from  two 
Latin  words  conthracted,  and  manes,  in  its  litlie- 
rary  sinse,  at  all  at  all!^' 


The  ingenuity  of  the  Yankee  advertiser,  from 
"  Knox  the  Hatter"  down,  is  proverbial.  Indeed 
advertising,  as  one  may  infer  by  looking  at  the 
wonderful  posters  on  the  "wooden  walls"  sur- 
rounding the  new  Post-office  building  at  the  lower 
end  of  the  Park,  has  become  a  distinct  branch 
of  business.  As  a  specimen  of  the  progress  that 
our  Southwestern  friends  are  making  in  the  same 
line,  we  copy  part  of  a  hand-bill  received  from  a 
correspondent  at  Belmont : 

UPON  THE  FIELD 

OP 

BELMONT, 

Twenty  miles  below  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  on  the 
west  bank  of  the  mighty  Mississippi, 

IX  THE  GREAT  STATE  OF  MISSOURI, 

The  Northern  and  Southern  hosts  met  in  deadly  con- 
flict. Those  of  the  North  were  led  by  Grant,  Sherman, 
M'Cleruand,  and  Logan ;  and  those  of  the  South  by 
Polk,  Pillow,  Cheatham,  and  others.  Happily  the 
roar  of  artillery  has  been  hushed ;  Peace  smiles  upon 
the  scene  of  the  recent  bloody  contest ;  and  the  allure- 
ments of  Commerce  invite  the 

SONS  OF  THE  NORTU  ANT>  SOUTH 

AGAIN  TO  MEET  UPON  THAT  FIELD, 
Not  in  deadly  strife,  but  to  attend  the 
GREAT  AUCTION  SALE  OF  LOTS, 
28th,  29th,  and  30th  of  September,  ISCa. 


How  true  it  is,  as  was  remarked  a  few  even- 
ings since  in  Brooklyn,  by  an  eminent  lecturer, 
that  the  happiness  of  cliildren  is  to  a  large  ex- 
tent crushed  out  by  the  unnecessary  sternness  of 
parents  !  As  an  instance,  the  case  was  cited  of 
an  austere  man,  who,  when  his  children  laughed 
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too  loudly,  or  were  unruly,  tied  them  to  a  bed- 
post with  a  rope,  and  lectured  them  on  heaven. 
They  grew  up  Avith  the  idea  that  heaven  was  an 
immense  bed-post,  with  a  rope  dangling  from  it. 

Not  exactly  of  this  style  of  "  bringing-up"  was 
a  child  of  five  years,  who  had  been  taught  to  look 
on  the  rose-colored  side  of  life.  On  being  per- 
mitted to  accompany  some  little  companions  to 
Sunday-school,  for  the  first  time,  he  was  in  high 
glee,  and  cheerfully  took  his  allotted  place  in  the 
infant-class.  He  watched  the  proceedings  with 
great  attention  and  wondering  eyes.  It  was  a 
new  era  in  his  life.  At  length  the  teacher  turned 
her  attention  to  him,  and  asked  if  he  had  learned 
a  verse.  "Yes,  ma'am,"  he  promptly  rephed. 
"  Then,"  said  the  teacher,  "you  may  repeat  it." 
Charley  arose  and  delivered  himself  of  the  follow- 
ing couplet : 

"Here  I  staud,  as  stiff  as  a  stake; 
Kiss  me  quick,  or  I  shall  break." 

As  an  amatory  effusion  of  youth  this,  at  home, 
was  not  unedifying ;  but,  as  a  Sunday-school 
exercise,  it  was  perhaps  useless. 


It  seems  to  us  that,  for  statistical  accuracy, 
the  following  inscription  on  a  grave-stone  in 
Rushville,  Yates  Countv,  New  York,  meets  every 
requirement ; 

"In  my  23d  year  I  married  me  a  wife 
And  lived  with  her  35  years  of  my  life. 
Sixteen  years  after  my  life  I  resigned, 
And  of  my  8  children  left  7  behind." 


The  manners  and  customs  of  the  ladies  and 
gentlemen  of  the  oleaginous  metropolis  of  Petro- 
leum Centre  have  been  spitefully  alluded  to  as 
"rough."  It  is  true  that  now  and  then  an  occa- 
sional murder  or  two  of  an  evening  have  diversi- 
fied the  monotony  of  the  keroseners  ;  neverthe- 
less civilization  and  the  arts  even  there  are  pro- 
gressing, especially  poesy,  as  may  be  inferred 
from  the  following  lyric,  "  Written  upon  the  As- 
sassination of  David  Tate  at  Petroleum  Centre, 
July  19, 1869.  Containing  a  full  account  of  the 
Tragedy.    By  A.  S.  Marsh. " 

A  Foul  Murder  has  been  done,  of  which  you  soon 
shall  hear; 

It  happened  at  Petroleum  Centre,  just  below  the 
Pioneer. 

It  was  in  a  Free-and-Easy,  and  also  late  at  ni^ht, 
Where  many  cougregate  in  sin ;  to  drink  and  dance 
and  fight. 

This  place  has  long  been  noted  for  its  Rowdies  and 
their  train, 

And  People  that  did  live  there,  have  seemed  almost 
Insane. 

They  thieve  and  fight  aud  think  it  right — Prostitu- 
tion holds  high  sway — 

And  their  unconscious  victims  rob  both  in  the  night 
and  day. 

This  place  of  bad  repute  and  note,  where  they  did 

fight  and  steal. 
Was  kept  by  a  Pimp  and  Bloat  from  Buffalo ;  his 

name  it  was  Gu8  Rhcil. 
The  date  of  this  transaction  was  the  Eighteenth  of 

July — 

The  murder  was  committed  here,  and  on  his  soul 
does  lie. 

It  was  a  young  man  from  Erie,  all  in  his  youth  and 
Prime ; 

He  did  not  think  his  end  was  near  nor  did  he  think 
of  dying. 

He  also'had  a  Brother  whom  he  thought  was  very 
dear : 

They  had  both  come  down  to  Petroleum  Centre,  all 
for  their  sport  and  cheer. 


And  in  this  place  of  bad  Repute  his  Brother  Charles 
did  go, 

And  with  their  Beer  and  much  dispute  they  soon 

got  up  a  row. 
His  Brother  was  then  passing  by,  and  heard  the 

noise  aud  din, 
And  to  take  his  dearest  Brother  home,  he  quickly 

entered  in. 

As  he  was  going  out— and  quicker  than  a  dart— 
This  Murderous  Rheil  his  Pistol  pulled,  and  shot 

him  through  the  heart. 
Crowds  came,  all  excited,  and  many  on  the  run ; 
They  saw  the  Blood  upon  the  ground,  and  that 

murder  had  been  done. 

This  young  man  stopped  at  Rouseville  (I  think  a 

Store  he  did  attend), 
And  in  the  time  he'd  been  there  he  had  made  many 

friends. 

As  quick  as  they  had  heard  the  tale,  a  stout  rope 

they  did  bring, 
And  swore  by  all,  both  great  and  good,  his  Murderer 

should  Swing. 

And  in  a  band  together  they  made  up  quite  a  croAvd, 
And  as  they  ran  they  talked  of  vengeance,  and  they 

swore  both  fierce  aud  loud ; 
And  at  Petroleum  Centre,  men  of  law  and  order 

heard  their  wail, 
Aud  Keneday  the  Constable  took  pity  on  Gus  Rheil, 
And  just  in  time  to  save  his  life,  put  him  in  Franklin 

Jail. 

A  lucky  chance  it  was  for  Rheil  that  this  crowd  it 

came  too  late. 
For  if  this  mob  had  caught  him,  he'd  have  been  hung 

sure  as  fate. 

When  they  saw  they'd  been  too  tardy,  with  dis- 
appointment and  with  vengeance  they  did  frown, 

And  all  at  once  the  cry  broke  forth:  "We'll  burn  the 
Base  Crib  doivn  /" 

But  here  again  they  had  a  balk— they  could  not 

burn  it  down — 
For  if  they  should,  the  fire  would  reach  and  likewise 

burn  the  town. 
Their  wrath  was  great  to  satiate  in  frenzy  almost 

blind, 

And  they  spent  the  night  in  drunken  riot  with 
Whisky,  Gin,  and  Wine. 

This  Rheil  is  now  in  chains  confined,  safe  in  the 

Franklin  Jail; 
And  as  his  crime  is  murder,  his  chance  is  slim  for 
bail. 

Now  let  this  be  a  warning  to  all  who  in  their 

crimes  do  dwell, 
To  shun  those  wicked  places,  for  the  devil  is  their 

father — they  originate  in  Hell. 

And  kind  friends  for  the  living  engage  in  deep 
prayer. 

And  call  not  down  vengeance  on  the  head  of  the 
slayer ; 

With  mutterings  deep  disturb  not  the  cold  clay. 
For  the  lord  has  said,  "veugeance  is  mine,  to  repay," 
Titusville,  July  21, 1S69. 


The  survivors  of  Company  — ,  One  Hundred 
and  Seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  will  not  soon 

forget  Mike  C  .    A  more  perfect  specimen 

of  the  peculiar  Irishman  is  seldom  met.  The 
reception  of  any  order — save,  perhaps,  the  order 
to  fall  in  for  dinner  or  for  pay — always  found 
him  not  quite  ready.  If  he  could  invent  no  ex- 
cuse, his  chronic  grumble  was,  "I'm  buUy- 
wragged  to  the  devil!"  He  may  have  been  in 
numerous  battles,  but  that  remains  an  open  ques- 
tion. "A  few  mornings  since,"  writes  a  New 
Jersey  correspondent,  "my  door-bell  gave  an 
alarm  before  any  one  had  arisen  in  the  house. 
Hastily  putting  on  a  little  clothing,  I  answered 
the  summons  in  person. .  There,  to  my  surprise, 
was  Mike.  After  touching  his  hat,  and  thank- 
ing God  'for  the  privilege  of  seeing  his  onld 
commander  agin,'  he  asked  me  to  'give  him  a 
bit  of  paper  to  git  him  a  pension  wid.'    Not  lik- 
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ing  flatly  to  refuse  a  request  he  had  come  so  far 
to  prefer"  (from  Washington),  "I  evaded,  and 
put  him  off.  Next  morning,  at  daylight,  he  was 
again  at  the  door ;  again  I  temporized ;  so  the 
next.  Flesh  and  blood  could  stand  it  no  longer ; 
so  I  said,  very  decidedly,  '  Mike,  you  are  not  en- 
titled to  a  pension;  you  were  never  wounded.' 
Very  deliberately  he  replied :  '  Na,  it's  not  so 
much  the  wounds  I  got,  but'  (speaking  rapidly) 
*ye  might  spake  of  the  chances  I  had!'  " 


As  a  specimen  of  heavy  grief  we  have  seen 
nothing  more  heart-rending  than  the  following 
obituary  notice,  published  in  a  German  paper : 

"To-day  red,  to-morrow  dead.  So  it  was  with  my 
wife,  who  only  seven  days  ago  'was  springing  over 
bench  and  table,'  and  was  buried  yesterday.  During 
her  life  she  was  a  live  woman,  who  did  not  easily  mis- 
take an  X  for  a  W.  For  that  reason  every  body  can 
tell  the  extent  of  my  sorrow ;  so  young  and  so  merry, 
and  now  buried.  What  is  human  life  ?  I  have  said  to 
myself  repeatedly  within  the  past  few  days,  and  also 
yesterday  in  the  church-yard  when  I  paid  the  sexton, 
who  will  also  keep  the  grave-mound  in  order.  So 
cheerful  a  wife  I  shall  certainly  never  find  again,  and 
therefore  my  sorrow  is  a  righteous  one.  I  wish  that 
heaven  preserve  every  man  from  a  similar  sad  fate, 
and  thank  for  the  flowers,  as  well  as  Herr  Cantor  for 
the  grave  hymn,  which  went  through  and  through 
me,  but  was  very  well  sung. 

"  AcKERMAN,  Master-Locksmith." 


That  there  is  but  one  step  from  the  sublime 
to  the  ridiculous  received  fresh  illustration  re- 
cently in  Atchison,  Kansas,  where  a  grief-stricken 
mother  was  compelled  to  yield  up  her  only  child. 
She  seemed  entirely  inconsolable ;  but,  finally, 
summoning  all  her  fortitude,  she  exclaimed : 
"Farewell!  little  darling,  farewell!  I  must 
give  you  up  now,  but  I'll  meet  you  in  heaven — 
you  hetV^  That  is  the  "bleeding Kansas"  style. 

Few  persons  who  have  traveled  on  the  Iowa 
and  Minnesota  division  of  the  Milwaukee  and 
St.  Paul  Railroad  are  ignorant  of  the  luxurious 
comfort  of  a  ride  in  the  sleeping-car  "Minneap- 
olis," of  which  Grey  is  the  well-known  porter. 
The  latter  is  a  character  in  his  way,  and  quite 
' '  ready"  in  the  use  of  his  mother  tongue.  A 
few  days  since,  writes  a  St.  Paul  correspondent, 
he  showed  me  a  new  pair  of  kid  gloves  of  which 
he  spoke  as  a  present  from  one  of  his  frequent 
passengers. 

' '  Well,  Grey,  your  position  must  be  quite  en- 
viable ;  but  I  suppose  you  often  receive  presents 
which  are  not  so  welcome,"  alluding  to  the 
grumbling  and  fault-finding  of  some  nervous  and 
petulant  passengers. 

"  I  don't  know  what  you  mean,  Mr.  C  ." 

* '  For  instance,  when  I  was  quite  a  small  boy, 
I  remember  that  a  larger  hoy  presented  me  with 
the  toe  of  his  boot." 

' '  Well,  Mr.  C  ,  you  must  remember  that 

it  is  not  often  that  one  can  prevent  what  is  done 
behind  his  hack .'" 


The  anecdote  in  the  last  Number  of  the  Draw- 
er of  the  police  of  Chicago,  who,  in  their  descent 
upon  a  gambling-house,  found  the  inmates  all 
seriously  engaged  in  reading  religious  papers, 

has  a  companion  incident  in  Deacon  F  ,  a 

notably  grave  old  gentleman,  who  went  to  Cali- 
fornia in  the  early  days  to  better  his  fortunes. 
Like  many  men  who  went  to  California,  the 
Deacon  was  sometimes  tempted  to  risk  his  money 
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upon  uncertain  events.  One  night  a  friend,  and 
member  of  the  same  church,  found  him  "  buck- 
ing a  monte."  With  holy  horror  he  nudged  the 
absorbed  player  into  a  knowledge  of  his  presence. 
' '  Deacon,  do  I  find  you  gambling  ?"  "  No,  no, " 
replied  the  Deacon;  "  no^  gambling.  You  see 
this  is  a  corrupt  institution,  saxd^  I  am  doing  vuj 
best  to  break  it  up 

Let  us  commend  to  our  brethren  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  the  Common  Pleas,  and  such,  an 
admirable  ruling  in  a  new  work,  not  yet  on  the 
shelves  of  the  law  libraries,  viz.,  vol.  i.  of  Henry 
Crabb  Robinson's  Reports,  p.  352  :  Baron  Wood 
was  a  judge  remarkable  for  his  popular  feelings. 
He  had  a  very  honorable  dislike  to  prosecutions 
or  actions  on  the  game  laws,  and  this  led  him  to 
make  use  of  a  strong  expedient  to  defeat  two 
actions.  A  and  B  had  gone  out  sporting  to- 
gether. The  plaintiff  brought  two  actions,  and 
in  the  action  against  B  called  A  to  prove  the 
sporting  by  B,  and  meant  to  call  B  to  prove  the 
case  against  A.  This  was  apparent,  indeed 
avowed.  But  the  Baron  interposed  when  the 
witness  objected  to  answer  a  question  that  tended 
to  convict  himself.  A  squabble  arising  between 
the  counsel,  the  Baron  said  to  the  witness  : 

"  I  do  not  ask  you  whether  you  ever  went  out 
sporting  with  the  defendant,  because,  if  I  did, 
you  would  very  properly  refuse  to  answer;  but 
I  ask  you  this :  Except  at  a  time  when  you 
might  have  been  sporting  with  the  defendant, 
did  you  ever  see  him  sport  ?" 

"  Certainly  not,  my  lord." 

"  Of  course  you  did  7iot." 

Then  the  Baron  laughed  heartily,  and  non- 
suited the  plaintiff.  No  motion  was  made  to  set 
this  nonsuit  aside. 


Notwithstanding  the  veneration  with  which 
most  people,  especially  the  young,  regard  the 
name  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  there  are  those 
who  believe  that  his  notions  of  vital  piety  were  a 
"leetle  touched."  Of  this  class  was  William 
Cobbett,  who  has  been  made  the  subject  of  an 
elaborate  sketch  by  Professor  Thorold  Rogers, 
in  a  work  entitled  "Historical  Gleanings,"  just 
printed  in  London.  His  love  of  Benjamin  was 
not  like  unto  the  love  that  was  felt  for  the  first 
Benjamin  by  the  first  Joseph  ;  quite  the  reverse. 
Thus : 

"  Every  one  will,  I  hope,  have  the  goodness  to 
believe  that  my  father  was  no  philosopher.  In- 
deed he  was  not.  He  never  made  a  lightning* 
rod,  nor  bottled  up  a  quart  of  sunshine  in  his 
life.  He  was  no  almanac-maker,  nor  quack,  nor 
chimney-doctor,  nor  soap-boiler,  nor  embassador, 
nor  printer's  devil.  Neither  was  he  a  deist ;  and 
all  his  children  were  born  in  wedlock.  The  leg- 
acies he  left  were  his  scythe,  his  reap-hook,  and 
his  flail.  He  bequeathed  no  old  and  irrecovera- 
ble debts  to  a  hospital.  He  never  cheated  the 
poor  during  his  life,  nor  mocked  them  at  his 
death.  He  has,  it  is  true,  been  suffered  to  sleep 
quietly  beneath  the  gi-een-sward ;  but  if  his  de- 
scendants can  not  point  to  his  statue  over  the 
door  of  a  library,  they  have  not  the  mortification 
to  hear  him  daily  accused  of  having  been  a  prof- 
ligate, a  hypocrite,  and  an  infidel." 

Rather  sharp.  But  we  have  in  the  same  vol- 
ume a  repartee  of  Franklin  quite  as  good.  When 
Gibbon  and  Franklin  wore  together  in  Paris  the 
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latter  sought  an  interview  with  the  former.  Gib- 
bon rephed  that  he  had  the  highest  respect  for 
Frankhn's  genius  and  abiHties,  but  that  he  could 
hold  no  communication  with  a  revolted  subject. 
Franklin  replied  that  "whenever  the  historian 
wished  to  commence  a  new  theme,  'The  Decline 
and  Fall  of  the  British  Empire, 'he  would  gladly 
atford  him  the  materials."  The  retort  was  at  the 
time  believed  to  be  as  just  as  it  was  severe. 


From  the  same  volume  in  which  we  find  the 
preceding  is  a  sketch  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  and 
a  little  picture  of  royalty  : 

"The  Queen  is  dressing,  attended  by  Lady 
Suffolk  or  Lady  Sundon;  the  Princess  Caroline 
putting  in  a  word  now  and  then  ;  and  the  Prin- 
cess Emily  pouting  by  the  fire.  Hervey,  pallid 
and  painted,  is  relating  gossip,  or  discussing  some 
fresh  affront  of  the  Prince,  or  commenting  on 
the  King's  intrigues,  and  being  bidden  by  the 
Queen  not  to  call  too  much  attention  to  his  rep- 
utation as  an  esprit  fort,  but  to  speak  low,  be- 
cause from  the  ante-chamber  and  through  the 
half-closed  door  come  the  voices  of  the  royal 
chaplains  reading  the  daily  service.  One  of 
these  chaplains,  less  courtly  than  the  rest,  stopped 
Avhen  the  door  was  too  nearly  closed ;  and  on 
being  asked  why  he  did  not  go  on,  answered  that 
he  icould  not  ivhistle  the  Word  of  God  throiiah  a 
keyhole:' 


That  was  a  remarkable  ovation  to  a  remark- 
able man,  given  at  Lincoln,  Illinois,  on  the  24:tli 
of  September  last,  to  Dr.  Peter  Cartwright,  on 
the  completion  of  his  fiftieth  year  as  Presiding 
Elder,  and  his  sixty-fifth  year  in  the  itinerant 
ministry.  IMany  eminent  men  were  there  to 
speak,  and  many  sent  congratulatory  letters. 
Of  course  there  was  much  of  reminiscence  and 
anecdote,  as  there  always  is  where  Cartwright  is 
present.  Some  of  the  good  old  man's  sayings  at 
this  jubilee  were  so  characteristic  and  humorous 
as  to  be  well  worth  a  place  in  the  Drawer.  No- 
thing could  be  more  touching  or  beautiful  than 
the  allusion  to  his  venerable  wife.  ' '  I  am  thank- 
ful," says  he,  "that  I  have  been  permitted  to 
associate  in  the  toils  of  my  itinerant  life  a  worthy 
companion,  one  who  has  never  hindered  me  from 
traveling  or  preaching,  that  never  scolded  me  for 
leaving  her  destitute  and  lonesome,  but  always 
urged  me  on  to  do  what  I  thought  was  duty. 
We  have  lived  together  rising  sixty  years,  and  I 
expect  I  have  the  oldest  INIethodist  preacher's 
wife  in  the  world  [laughter],  traveling  preacher, 
I  mean.  I  have  seven  children  living,  rising  fifty 
grandchildren,  twenty  great-grandchildren,  and 
God  only  knows  what  is  to  come  next:''  [Great 
laughter.] 

The  old  patriarch  says  he  was  never  officially 
complained  of  as  a  minister  but  once.  ' '  In  those 
early  days,"  said  he,  "we  did  not  wear  panta- 
loons as  we  do  now.  Our  early  bishops  were  old 
bachelors ;  they  wore  small-clothes  and  buckles 
at  the  knee,  and  if  they  could  get  a  pair  of  long 
stockings  and  top-boots,  and  have  their  vests 
turned  in,  they  felt  very  much  like  JVIethodist 
preachers,  and,  young  as  I  was,  they  drilled  me 
into  it.  M'Kendree  was  my  presiding  elder, 
and  I  was  junior  preacher  the  first  time  I  ever 
traveled,  and  when  we  came  to  quarterly  meet- 
ing conference  he  asked  the  questions  that  all 
presiding  elders  ask:  Are  there  any  complaints 


or  appeals  ?  There  was  a  grave  old  class-leader, 
with  straight  coat  and  broad-brimmed  hat,  who 
rose  and  said,  '  Yes,  I  have  a  complaint  against 
the  young  brother.'  Says  M'Kendree,  '  What  is 
it,  brother  ?'  '  Why,'  said  he,  '  the  young  broth- 
er is  corrupting  the  morals  of  the  young  people, 
for  he  is  following  the  fashions.'  'What  fash- 
ion?' ''Why,  he  has  got  a  pair  of  gallowses: 
[Laughter.]  Well,  now,  green  as  I  Avas,  I 
could  not  get  over  it.  It  scared  me  prodigious- 
ly ;  I  did  not  know  but  I  was  going  to  be  put 
back  on  trial  or  sent  home  for  wearing  gallowses ; 
but  God  always  provides  for  the  lazy,  as  they  say 
in  the  backwoods,  and  so  he  provided  for  me.  Now 
Bishop  M'Kendree  was  broad  in  his  rotundity, 
very  full  in  front,  and  he  was  of  necessity  com- 
pelled to  wear  suspenders,  or  he  could  not  keep 
his  breeches  on.  [Laughter.]  But  I  did  not 
know  it ;  I  would  have  felt  very  happy  if  I  had 
known  it,  and  the  bishop  put  off  the  old  brother 
by  saying,  '  Never  mind,  brother,  I  will  talk  to 
the  young  man.'  Well,  when  we  went  to  bed, 
and  the  bishop  —  as  he  afterward  became  — 
shxicked  off,  I  saw  the  gallowses.  [Laughter.] 
I  need  not  say  that  I  was  pretty  well  comforted 
over  that,  any  how;  I  thought  I  had  achieved 
quite  a  victory.  I  only  mention  this  to  show 
how  the  fashions  have  changed ;  and  they  are 
changing  now  so  fast  that  you  can  not  hold  them 
long  enough  to  draw  a  bead  on  them.  I  see 
members  of  the  ISIethodist  church  now,  who,  had 
they 'lived  then,  would  have  been  turned  out  of 
the  connection.  Well,  I  am  not  going  to  deliver 
a  lecture  on  dress,  but  if  you  can  afford  it,  I  say, 
wear  decent  clothes."  [Laughter.] 

We  are  inclined  to  think,  from  his  OAvn  ac- 
count, that  one  of  the  severest  of  his  trials  was 
when,  through  the  influence  of  his  venerable 
friend.  Dr.  Akers,  he  got  D.D.  stuck  to  his 
name.  "I  believe,"  says  he,  "the  doctor  la- 
bored hard  to  get  it,  more  for  his  interest  than 
my  profit.  [Laughter.]  If  I  misjudge  him,  for- 
give me ;  but  he  was  lonesome,  for  he  was  the 
only  D.D.  we  had,  and  he  wanted  company. 
The  very  day  I  was  presented  with  it  I  was  taken 
with  a  pain  in  my  back,  and  I  did  not  knoAV  what 
I  would  do.  [The  doctor  had  been  speaking 
rather  feebly,  and  at  this  point  several  cried  out, 
'  Speak  louder,  doctor,  the  reporters  can  not  hear 
you.']  Let  the  reporters  go  to  Halifax  [great 
laughter] ;  I  am  talking  to  the  people,  not  to 
the  reporters,  and  I  would  not  care  if  there  were 
no  reporter  within  ten  miles  of  here.  This  re- 
minds me  of  what  some  of  the  gentry  did  at 
Chicago.  I  could  not  preach  a  sermon  or  de- 
liver a  lecture — and  they  kept  me  at  it  pretty 
near  every  Sunday — but  next  day  it  would  come 
out  in  print,  and  I  found  I  had  either  to  spread 
out  or  wear  out.  [Continued  laughter.]  Now, 
don't  make  too  free  Avith  my  remarks,  gentle- 
men." 


Before  us  is  spread  a  copy  of  The  (Sitka) 
Alaska  Times  of  August  G,  18(:;9,  containing  an 
account  of  the  arrival  there  of  ex -Secretary 
Seward,  and  his  departure  north  for  Chilcat  Vil- 
lage, to  look  at  that  region  of  the  Territory  and 
to  witness  the  eclipse,  which  at  that  point  was 
total.  In  the  same  paper  are  divers  and  sundiy 
advertisements,  Avhich  show  that  not  only  has  the 
"course  of  empire"  taken  its  way  Avestward,  but 
has  actually  arrived  there.    It  is  worth  while  to 
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quote  Bishop  Berkeley's  lines,  written  a  hun- 
dred and  twenty  years  ago,  and  contrast  them 
with  the  actual  present  of  Alaska : 

"In  happy  climes,  the  seat  of  innocence, 
Where  nature  guides  aud  virtue  rules, 
Where  men  shall  not  impose  for  truth  aud  sense 
The  pedantry  of  courts  and  schools : 

"There  shall  be  sung  another  golden  age, 
The  rise  of  empire  aud  of  arts. 
The  good  and  great  iuspiring  epic  rage, 
The  wisest  heads  and  noblest  hearts. 

"Westward  the  course  of  empire  takes  its  way; 
The  four  first  acts  already  past, 
A  fifth  shall  close  the  drama  with  the  day ; 
Time's  noblest  offspring  is  the  last." 

Sitka,  "  where  nature  guides  and  virtue  rules," 
is  about  as  far  to  the  west  as  "empire"  can  go ; 
and  as  advertisements  in  city  papers  are  always 
fair  indexes  of  the  prevailing  virtues,  we  clip  a 
couple  from  the  Times  of  the  date  before  men- 
tioned : 

SITKA  SALOON! 

75  LINCOLN  STREET,  SITKA,  A.  T. 

SAM  MILETICH,  the  oldest  Saloou-keeper  in  Sitka, 
never  feels  happier  than  when  he  sees  lots  of  pa- 
trons around  his  place.  His  Billiard  Tables  are  of 
the  latest  style,  aud  his  Liquors  aud  Cigars  are  not 
surpassed  any  where. 

Following  are  the  ndvertisements  of  three  oth- 
er Saloons  and  a  Brewery,  after  which  this : 

CITY  MEAT  MARKET, 

3S  MARKET  STREET,  SITKA,  A.  T. 

ISAAC  BERGMAN,  the  Butcher  of  Sitka,  was  never 
kuowu  to  keep  an  empty  Market.  He  keeps  a 
large  supply  of  Fresh  Meat,  WHEN  HE  CAN  FIND 
IT,  constantly  on  hand. 


In  the  "good  old  New  England  times,"  when 
it  was  customary  to  ask  public  prayer  in  cases  of 
accident  or  affliction,  Mr.  Delune,  of  Ainsdale, 
New  Hampshire,  fell  from  his  horse,  and  applied 
to  a  waggish  neighbor  to  Avrite  a  suitable  note  to 
the  minister,  requesting  the  customary  supplica- 
tion. The  note  was  duly  sent,  and  gravely  read 
from  the  pulpit  on  the  following  Sunday,  as  fol- 
lows : 

"Mr.  Dcluuc  requests  your  prayer; 
lu  falling  oft"  his  little  gray  mare 
He  broke  no  bones,  but  bruised  the  meat 
From  the  crown  of  his  head  to  the  sole  of  his  feet." 


Old  Aunt  Dinah  was  a  shouting  colored  saint, 
of  the  city  of  Charleston,  who  would  sing  at  the 
top  of  her  voice,  and  cry  "glory !"  above  all  the 
rest  of  the  congregation.  It  was  common  at  the 
missionary  prayer-meetings  of  the  colored  people 
to  take  up  a  collection  while  singing  the  hymn : 

"Fly  abroad,  thou  mighty  Gospel!" 

in  the  midst  of  which  Aunt  Dinah  always  threw 
her  head  back,  shut  her  eyes,  and  sang  away 
lustily  till  the  plate  had  passed.  The  sable 
collector  observed  her  habit,  and  one  evening 
stopped  when  he  came  to  her,  and  said,  bluntly  : 
"  Look-a-heah,  Aunt  Dinah,  you  needn't  be  a- 
singing  'Fly  abroad,  thou  mighty  Gospel  I'  if 
you  doesiit  <jive  nothin  to  make  her  fly 

A  NAVAL  friend  writes :  During  the  latter 
part  of  the  late  war  the  gun-boat  that  I  com- 
manded was  attached  to  the  South  Atlantic 
Squadron.  Wlien  Charleston  was  taken  I  went 
to  Port  Royal  for  repairs.    On  the  day  that  the 
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grand  salute  in  honor  of  the  event  <vas  fired,  I 
was  out,  with  another  officer,  Avalking  on  St. 
Helena  Island.  (Vessels  repairing  do  not  fire 
salutes.)  Just  as  the  salute  began  I  happened 
to  be  near  the  negro  quarters  of  one  of  the 
plantations.  Many  negroes  were  about,  and 
when  they  heard  the  guns,  one  of  them  stepped 
up  to  me  and  said, 

' '  Massa  officer,  wat  for  de  big  guns  bang  ?" 

"  Charleston  is  taken." 

"Who  take  him  ?" 

"  General  Sherman." 

"  Bless  God !  Massa  Sherman  he  great  man  ; 
he  berry  great  man ;  seems  like  de  Lord  be  wid 
him  whereber  he  go,  and  he  go  "'ust  whar  he  mind 
tor 


Our  Tennessee  correspondent,  who  furnished 
the  "no  yow-yowin'  in  court"  anecdote  on  a  pre- 
vious page,  sends  the  following  A^erbatim  copy  of 
a  warrant  issued  in  his  bailiwick : 

State  of  Tennessee,)  To  the  Sherif  or  any  law- 
Overton  Countj/.  J  ful  ofiser  of  sed  county  gret- 
iu  : — Whereas  information  hath  ben  made  befor  me  an 
active  justice  of  the  Pece  that  the  ofence  of  Lai'siuy 
hath  beu  committed  and  accusing  one  B.  C.  Jones 
thereof  "to  wit,"  the  aftant  states  that  he  contracted 
with  Abe  Lewis  to  put  him  up  the  frame  of  a  saw  mill 
fur  $50.  &  went  to  the  deft  &  told  him  he  would  give 
him  )4  if  he  would  help  him  and  the  deft  said  he 
would,  &  the  deft  sneaked  off  &  went  to  Bob  Sawyer 
&  told  him  confidentially  that  he  would  build  the  mill 
fur  $45.  &  give  bond  fur  it,  but  not  to  say  anything  to 
affiant  about  it.  Wilfully,  wickedly,  maliciously,  fe- 
loniously, with  malice  aforethought,  contrary  to  stat- 
ute &  against  the  peace  &  dignity  of  the  State.  These 
are  therefore  to  command  you  to  arrest  said  Jones, 
have  him  instantly  if  not  sooner  before  some  Justice 
of  the  Peace  fur  said  county  to  be  dealt  with  as  the 
law  directs. 

Jones,  having  been  arrested,  Avas  brought  be- 
fore Justice  Beare,  tried,  found  guilty,  and  bound 
over  to  the  County  Court,  having  given  bond  and 
security. 

The  Attorney-General,  upon  looking  at  the 
papers,  told  the  court  that  he  had  no  blank  in- 
dictments for  that  particular  offense ;  and  as  his 
hand  was  so  sore  that  he  couldn't  write,  he  would 
therefore  nolle  the  case.  The  case  was  therefore 
"wo/M." 

What  else  cottld  he  do  ?  With  no  blanks  for 
that  particular  offense,  viz.,  "larsiny"  for  not 
building  a  barn,  and  with  a  sore  hand — what 
could  he  do  but  7iolle  ? 


After  all  there  is  nothing  like  prowess.  J  ust 
after  President  Lincoln's  proclamation,  calling 
for  more  men,  two  old  gentlemen,  who  had  just 
had  their  bitters,  Avere  riding  up  town  in  a  Third 
Avenue  -car  and  talking  war.  "  I  tell  you  what 
it  is,"  said  one  of  these  bold  persons,  "if  these 
men  ain't  enough  old  Abe  '11  call  for  five  hun- 
dred thousand  more,  and  if  that  won't  settle  it 
he'll  call  out  all  the  men,  and  if  that  won't  do 
he'll  get  out  the  women  and  babies,  and  if  that 
don't  scare  the  rebs  he'll  get  you  and  me,  and 
then  the  hairs  got  to  fly  It  was  a  tricoph- 
erous,  i.  e.,  a  hair-raising  proposition,  but  pa- 
triotic. 


We  have  seen  nothing  neater  in  the  way  of 
assurance  than  that  of  a  most  delightful  person. 
"A  Lady,"  who  advertises  in  a  morning  paper 
that,  "not  wishing  the  care  of  housekeeping," 
she  "  desires  to  join  a  strictly  private  family  who 
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can  offer  her  a  cheerful,  well-appointed  home." 
She  objects  to  "boarding-houses,"  and  cautions 
"those  in  needy  circumstances"  from  hoping 
for  her  company,  inasmuch  "as  the  emolument 
would  be  insufficient  to  allow  any  profit."  But, 
nevertheless,  for  this  insufficient  emolument 
' '  she  requires  one  large  or  two  small  apart- 
ments, which  may  be  unfurnished  or  partially  so, 
and  separate  but  adjacent  accommodation  for 
luggage."  She  avows  herself  to  be  "cheerful 
and  young,"  and  "would  like  to  join  the  circle 
when  mutually  agreeable — ahcays  at  dinner.^^ 
How  epigrammatic  this  conclusion ! 

As  a  specimen  of  the  manner  in  which  legal 
documents  were  sometimes  drawn  in  Connecticut 
eighty  years  ago,  we  submit  the  will  of  an  esti- 
mable citizen  of  that  State,  copied  from  the  rec- 
ords of  the  New  Haven  Probate  District,  volume 
xvi.  page  619,  entered  in  1789  : 

"In  the  name  of  God,  Sole  Governor  of  the  World, 
Jesus  Christ,  The  Holy  Ghost,  the  Twelve  Apostles, 
Saints,  Thrones,  Virtues,  Angels,  Arch  Angels,  Cher- 
ubims  &  Seraphims — Amen. 

"  I,  D        O   of  New  Haven  in  the  State  of 

Connecticut,  being  in  uncommon  {?ood  health  and 
spirits  and  in  my  right  mind  and  wits,  do  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner  make  this  my  last  will  and  testament. 

"  Imprimis :  My  body,  this  mass  composed  of  flesh. 
Blood,  Arteries,  Bones,  Cartilages,  Fibres  and  God 
wot  not  what  all  besides,  I  commit  when  drest  in  my 
best  suit  of  black  clothes  to  its  deep  dark  Silent 
grave,  tis  a  dismal  House  to  dwell  in,  yea  verily  a 
mournful  one,  therefore  the  dress  for  mourning  is  "the- 
most  proper  for  me.  Thus  let  this  body  be  drest  for 
its  conin  which  I  pray  to  be  made  of  sound  mahogany 
wood,  and  Not  ornamented  with  brass  nails  and  tin 
plates  telling  my  name  age  or  Death ;  my  head  will 
tell  these  things  to  the  inquisitive  in  the  grave 

"When  this  mass  of  corruption  is  thus  equipped  let 
it  be  borne  on  the  shoulders  of  4  Hardy  Youth  to  its 
long  home,  the  narrow  grave ;  whom  I  wonld  should 
be  rewarded  for  their  trouble  with  a  decent  pair  of 
gloves  each. 

"By  the  way  should  Doct  E  the  Sunday,  next 

after  my  last,  conceive  either  my  death  or  life  to  merit 
a  sermon,  a  short  prayer,  or  a  few  hymns  to  be  sent 
up  to  the  throne  of  au  all  pitying  and  merciful  God ; 
prythee  let  it  be  done,  and  for  his  trouble  and  good 
services  in  this  solemn  business,  give  him  my  best 
Avishes  for  his  welfare,  accorapaniea  by  a  compliment 
of  £3  4«.  New  York  currency. 

"Item:  My  Soul,  God  grant  if  I  have  any  or  ever 
had,  it  may  wing  its  flight  to  Heaven,  be  placed  con- 
spicuously among  the  Stars,  Fly  on  the  wings  of  the 
wind.  Feed  the  beast  of  the  field,  the  birds  of  the  Air, 

"the  snails  of  the  earth,  or  the  Fishes  of  the  ag  

Deep  Waters, 

"Upon  the  whole  I  pve  my  Soul  to  God. 

"Item:  It  is  my  will  and  pleasure  that  a  monu- 
ment worth  £10  be  erected  in  the  burying  Ground  in 
New  Haven  to  my  Memory  the  matter  and  Epitaph 
for  Avhich  I  leave  wholly  to  the  discretion  of  my  worthy 
Friend  and  Brother  P  E  ,  Esq 

"  To  my  sister  P  C  O  ,  I  give  grant  be- 
stow and  bequeath  all  my  worldly  concerns  goods, 
Chattels,  Lauds  muniments  and  hereditaments,  which 
I,  whilst  an  inhabitant  of  this  planet  was  in  possession 
of,  in  fee  simple  or  otherwise,  to  her  and  her  heirs  for- 
ever. She  first  paying,  satisfying,  and  cancelling  all 
lawful  dues  debts  and  demands,  against  the  same; 

Also  paying  to  S  E  ,  my  lovely  niece,  the  sum 

of  £25— to  be  laid  out  for  a  mourning  dress  for  her  the 
said  S  by  her  the  said  S  . 

"  I  appoint  constitute  and  make  P  E  and 

D  D  Esqrs  of  New  Haven  and  A  O  

Esq  of  Elizabeth  Town  in  New  York  Executors  of 
this  my  last  will  and  Testament. 

(Signed)         "  D  O  " 


O^TE  of  those  earnest  rural  preachers,  who 
"stand  no  nonsense"  in  the  house  of  God,  was 
invited  one  hot  Simday  last  summer  to  officiate 
in  one  of  our  fashionable  city  churches,  and  was 
much  annoyed  by  the  operatic  style  of  the  sing- 


ing. During  the  prayer  that  followed  he  took 
occasion  to  relieve  his  mind  on  the  subject  by 
saying,  "OLord,  thou  knowest,  without  doubt, 
what  is  the  meaning  of  the  song  which  has  just 
been  sung  in  Thy  house;  but  Thou  knowest 
that  we  know  nothing  about  it»  Nevertheless, 
we  pray  that  it  mav,  in  some  wav,  be  blessed  to 
us  all." 

A  PERTINENT  text  was  recently  preached  from 
by  a  young  clergyman  near  Boston,  Avho,  return- 
ing to  his  parish  after  a  month's  vacation,  brought 
with  him  a  companion  for  life.  It  was  of  course 
a  surprise  and  the  subject  of  many  remarks.  Ev- 
ery body  naturally  wished  to  see  the  pastor's 
wife,  and  next  Sunday  the  church  Avas  crowded. 
The  attention  of  the  congregation  seemed  turned 
more  to  the  bride  than  to  the  service,  until  they 
were  startled  by  the  announcement  of  the  text : 
"  What  went  ye  out  for  to  see?"  It  seemed  to 
meet  the  case.  Thenceforth  they  looked  upon 
the  minister. 


Returning  from  Divine  Service  in  Chicago, 
one  Sunday,  good  little  Billy  's  ideas  of  pro- 
priety had  been  shocked  by  the  wonderful  attire 
of  some  little  female  friends,  who  displayed  un- 
commonly low-neck  dresses,  which  moved  him 
to  say  unto  his  maternal  parent:  "It's  poor 
business  for  folks  to  go  to  church  just  to  show 
their  clothes."  ""\Vliy,  my  son,  we  must  not 
judge  those  little  girls ;  we  can  not  see  their 
hearts."  "Can't  see  their  hearts!"  exclaimed 
Billy;  "well,  I  should  think  you  might — their 
dresses  were  low  enough,  I'm  sure!" 


Marriage  ceremonies  vary"  according  to  lo- 
cality. Last  spring,  for  example,  in  the  old 
African  church  at  Baton  Eouge,  Louisiana,  the 
nuptial  service  was  preceded  by  a  lengthy  dis- 
course, succeeded  b}'  a  collection,  and  wound  up 
by  the  choir  falling  upon  their  knees  and  singing — 
"Plunged  in  a  gulf  of  dark  despair." 


Let  the  facts  speak  for  themselves !  A  yoimg 
gentleman,  living  near  ]\Iendham,  New  Jersey, 
having  arrived  at  that  mature  age  when  frocks 
give  way  to  pants,  on  coming  down  stairs,  one 
morning,  discovered  in  a  capacious  cradle  three 
little  specimens  of  humanity,  contributed  to  our 
glorious  country  by  his  mother  the  previous 
night.  After  surveying  them  for  half  a  minute 
he  said  :  "  J/a,  did  any  of  'em  get  awayf 


Here,  now,  is  an  advertisement,  copied  from 
the  Philadelphia  Ledger  of  September  21),  1869, 
that  every  body  can  understand.  Unlike  the 
Herald's  "Personals"  the  names  are  given  in 
full,  and  every  thing  is  square  and  above-board : 

MRS.  ANNA  MARIA  KAHL,  formerly  Van  Bries- 
sen,  born  Stuivenberg,  natif  from  Amsterdam, 
in  Holland,  and  who  leaves  that  country  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1S55,  for  Pittsburg,  in  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, is  prayed  for  to  send  her  address  in  the  quick- 
est delay  to  the  Communal  Counsel  of  Gernsbach,  in 
the  Grand  Duchy  of  Baden,  with  the  allowance  her 
son  Autou  Van  Briessen  could  married  there. 


The  subject  of  step-mother  being  under  dis- 
cussion in  a  social  circle  at  Fishkill  Landing,  a 
little  girl  of  six,  indignant  at  that  possibiHty,  re- 
marked, "  Step-mother !  I  know  what  it  is.  All 
they  do  is  to  step  around,  just  so,  and  leave  us  to 
do  all  the  work !  Step-mother!   Not  for  Susan." 


HARPER'S 

MW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


NO.  CCXXXVI.-TANUARY.  1870.-VoL.  XL. 


FREDERICK  THE  GREAT. 


WILUELMINA. 


II.— THE  DOUBLE  MARRIAGE. 
T'lTHILE  Frederick  William  was  confined  to 
f  T  his  room,  tormented  by  the  gout,  he  en- 
deavored to  beguile  the  hours  in  painting  in  oil. 
Some  of  these  paintings  still  exist,  with  the  epi- 
graph, "Painted  by  Frederick  William  in  his 
torments."    Wilhelmina  writes : 


"For  the  most  part  one  of  his  own  grena- 
diers was  the  model  from  which  he  copied. 
And  when  the  portrait  had  more  color  in  it 
than  the  original,  he  was  in  the  habit  of  color- 
ing the  cheeks  of  the  soldier  to  correspond  with 
the  picture.  Enchanted  with  the  fruits  of  his 
genius  he  showed  them  to  his  courtiers,  and 
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asked  their  opinion  concerning  them.  As  he 
would  have  been  very  angry  with  any  one  who 
had  criticised  them,  he  was  quite  sure  of  being 
gratified  with  admiration. 

"'Well,'  said  he  one  day  to  an  attendant, 
who  was  extolling  the  beauties  of  one  of  his  i 
pictures,  'how  much  do  you  think  that  picture 
would  bring  at  a  sale  ?' 

"  '  Sire,  it  would  be  cheap  at  a  hundred  duc- 
ats.' 

"  'You  shall  have  it  for  fifty,'  said  the  king, 
'  because  you  are  a  good  judge,  and  I  am  there- 
fore anxious  to  do  you  a  favor.' 

"The  poor  courtier,"  Wilhelmina  adds, 
"obliged  to  become  possessor  of  this  miserable 
performance,  and  to  pay  so  dear  for  it,  determ- 
ined for  the  future  to  be  more  circumspect  in 
his  admiration." 

While  the  king  was  thus  suffering  the  pangs 
of  the  gout,  his  irascibility  vented  itself  upon  his 
wife  and  children.  "We  were  obliged,"  says 
Wilhelmina,  "to  appear  at  nine  o'clock  in  the 
morning  in  his  room.  We  dined  there,  and  did 
not  dare  to  leave  it  even  for  a  moment.  Every 
day  was  passed  by  the  king  in  invectives  against 
my  brother  and  myself.  He  no  longer  called 
me  any  thing  but  'the  English  blackguard.' 
My  brother  was  named  the  '  rascal  Fritz.'  He 
obliged  us  to  eat  and  drink  the  things  for  which 
we  had  an  aversion.  Every  day  was  marked 
by  some  sinister  event.  It  was  impossible  to 
raise  one's  eyes  without  seeing  some  unhappy 
people  tormented  in  one  way  or  other.  The 
king's  restlessness  did  not  allow  him  to  remain 
in  bed.  He  had  himself  placed  in  a  chair  on 
rollers,  and  was  thus  dragged  all  over  the  pal- 
ace. His  two  arms  rested  upon  crutches,  which 
supported  them.  We  always  followed  this  tri- 
umphal car,  like  unhappy  captives  who  are  about 
to  undergo  their  sentence." 

We  have  now  reached  the  summer  of  1729. 
George  II.  was  a  weak-minded,  though  a  proud, 
conceited  man,  who,  as  king  of  England,  as- 
sumed airs  of  superiority  which  greatly  annoyed 
his  irascible  and  petulant  brother-in-law,  Fred- 
erick William.  Flushed  with  his  new  dignity 
he  visited  his  hereditary  domain  of  Hanover. 
The  journey  led  him  through  a  portion  of  the 
Prussian  territory.  Courtesy  required  that 
George  II.  should  announce  that  intention  to 
the  Prussian  king.  Courtesy  also  required  that, 
as  the  British  monarch  passed  over  Prussian 
soil,  Frederick  William  should  furnish  him  with 
free  post-horses.  "I  will  furnish  the  post- 
horses,"  said  Frederick  William,  "if  the  king 
apprise  me  of  his  intention.  If  he  do  not,  I 
shall  do  nothing  about  it."  George  did  not 
write.  In  aftected  unconsciousness  that  there 
was  any  such  person  in  the  world  as  the  Prus- 
sian king  he  crossed  the  Prussian  territory,  paid 
for  his  own  post-horses,  and  did  not  even  con- 
descend to  give  Frederick  William  any  notice 
of  his  arrival  in  Hanover.  The  king  of  Prus- 
sia, who  could  not  but  be  conscious  of  the 
vast  inferiority  of  Prussia  to  England,  stung  | 
to  the  quick  by  this  contemptuous  treatment,  | 


growled  ferociously  in  the  Tobacco  Parlia- 
ment. 

The  English  minister  at  Berlin,  Dubourgay, 
wrote  to  Hanover,  urging  that  some  notification 
of  the  king's  arrival  should  be  sent  to  the  Prus- 
i  sian  court  to  appease  the  angry  sovereign, 
George  replied  through  Lord  Townshend  that, 
"under  the  circumstances  it  is  not  necessary." 
Thus  the  two  kings  were  no  longer  on  speaking 
terms.  It  is  amusing,  while  at  the  same  time 
it  is  humiliating,  to  observe  these  traits  of  frail 
childhood  thus  developed  in  full-grown  men 
wearing  crowns.  When  private  men  or  kings 
are  in  such  a  state  of  latent  hostility,  an  open 
rupture  is  quite  certain  soon  to  follow.  George 
accused  Frederick  William  of  recruiting  soldiers 
in  Hanover.  In  retaliation  he  seized  some 
Prussian  Soldiers  caught  in  Hanoverian  terri- 
tory. There  was  an  acre  or  so  of  land,  called 
the  "  Meadow  of  Clamei,"  which  both  Hanover 
and  Brandenburg  claimed.  The  grass,  about 
eight  cart-loads,  had  been  cut  by  Brandenburg, 
and  was  well  dried. 

On  the  28th  of  June,  1729,  the  population  of 
Biihlitz,  a  Hanoverian  border  village,  sallied 
forth  with  carts,  escorted  by  a  troop  of  horse, 
and,  witii  demonstrations  both  defiant  and  ex- 
ultant, raked  up  and  carried  off  all  the  hay. 
.The  king  of  Prussia  happened  to  be  at  that 
time  about  one  hundred  miles  distant  from 
Biihlitz,  at  Magdeburg,  reviewing  his  troops. 
He  was  thrown  into  a  towering  passion.  Sophie 
Dorothee,  Wilhelmina,  Fritz,  all  felt  the  effects 
of  his  rage.  Dubourgay  writes,  under  date  of 
July  30,  1729: 

"Her  majesty,  all  in  tears,  complained  of 
her  situation.  The  king  is  nigh  losing  his 
senses  on  account  of  the  differences  with  Han- 
over ;  goes  from  bed  to  bed  in  the  night-time, 
and  from  chamber  to  chamber,  like  one  whose 
brains  are  turned.  Took  a  fit  at  two  in  the 
morning  lately  to  be  off  to  Wusterhausen. 
Since  his  return  he  gives  himself  up  entirely  to 
drink.  The  king  will  not  suffer  the  prince 
royal  to  sit  next  his  majesty  at  table,  but 
obliges  him  to  go  to  the  lower  end,  where 
things  are  so  ordered  that  the  poor  prince  oft- 
en rises  without  getting  one  bit,  insomuch  that 
the  queen  was  obliged  two  days  ago  to  send, 
by  one  of  the  servants  who  could  be  trusted,  a 
box  of  cold  fowls  and  other  eatables  for  his  roy- 
al highness's  subsistence." 

Frederick  William,  in  his  extreme  exaspera- 
tion, seriously  contemplated  challenging  George 
II.  to  a  duel.  In  his  own  mind  he  arranged 
all  the  details — the  place  of  meeting,  the  weap- 
ons, the  seconds.  With  a  stern  sense  of  justice, 
characteristic  of  the  man,  he  admitted  that  it 
would  not  be  right  to  cause  the  blood  of  his 
subjects  to  flow  in  a  quarrel  which  was  merely 
personal.  But  the  "eight  carr-loads  of  hay" 
had  been  taken  under  circumstances  so  insult- 
ing and  contemptuous  as  to  expose  the  Prussian 
king  to  ridicule ;  and  he  was  firm  in  his  de- 
I  termination  to  settle  the  ditiiculty  by  a  duel. 
!  The  question  was  much  discussed  in  the  Tobac- 
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CO  Parliament.  The  Prussian  ministers  op- 
posed in  vain.  "The  true  method,  I  tell  you," 
said  the  king,  "is  the  duel,  let  the  world  cackle 
as  it  may." 

But  at  length  one  of  the  counselors,  baron 
Borck,  urged  the  following  consideration : 
"  Swords  will  be  the  weapons  used.  Your 
majesty  has  been  very  sick,  is  now  weak,  and 
also  crippled  with  gout.  The  king  of  England 
is  in  health  and  vigor.  There  is  great  danger 
that  your  majesty  may  be  v»'orsted  in  the  com- 
bat.  That  would  render  matters  tenfold  worse. " 

The  king  was  staggered.  War  seemed  the 
only  alternative.  But  war  would  empty  his 
money  casks,  disfigure  his  splendid  troops,  and 
peril  the  lives  even  of  his  costly  giants.  One 
of  these  men,  James  Kirkman,  picked  up  in  the 
streets  of  London,  cost  the  king  six  thousand 
dollars  "before  he  could  be  inveigled,  shipped, 
and  brought  to  hand."  Nearly  all  had  cost 
large  sums  of  money.  Such  men  were  too  val- 
uable to  be  exposed  to  danger.  Frederick 
William  was  in  a  state  of  extreme  nervous  ex- 
citement. There  was  no  rest  for  him  night  or 
day.  His  deep  potations  did  not  calm  his  tur- 
bulent spirit.  War  seemed  imminent.  Mili- 
tary preparations  w^ere  in  vigorous  progress. 
Ovens  were  constructed  to  bake  ammunition 
bread.  Artillery  was  dragged  out  from  the 
arsenals.  It  was  rumored  that  the  Prussian 
troops  were  to  march  immediately  upon  the 
duchy  of  Mecklenburg,  which  was  then  held  by 
George  II.  as  an  appendage  to  Hanover. 

All  thoughts  of  the  double  marriage  were  for 
the  moment  relinquished.  The  czar  of  Russia 
had  a  son  and  a  daughter.  It  was  proposed  to 
marry  Wilhelmina  to  the  son  and  Fritz  to  the 
daughter,  and  thus  to  secure  a  Russian  instead 
of  an  English  alliance.  Harassed  by  these  dif- 
ficulties Frederick  William  grew  increasingly 
morose,  venting  his  spite  upon  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren. Fritz  seriously  contemplated  escaping 
from  his  Other's  abuse  by  .flight,  and  to  take 
refuge  with  his  uncle  George  in  England,  and 
thus  to  secure  his  marriage  with  Amelia.  The 
portraits  of  the  princess  which  he  had  seen 
proved  her  to  be  very  beautiful.  All  reports 
pronounced  her  to  be  as  lovely  in  character  as 
in  person.  He  was  becoming  passionately  at- 
tached to  her.  Wilhelmina  was  his  only  con- 
fidante. Regard  for  her  alone  restrained  him 
from  attempting  to  escape.  "He  would  have 
done  so  long  ago,"  writes  Dubourgay,  under 
date  of  August  11,  1729,  "were  it  not  for  his 
sister,  upon  whom  the  whole  weight  of  his  fa- 
ther's resentment  would  then  fall.  Happen 
what  will,  therefore,  he  is  resolved  to  share 
with  her  all  the  hardships  which  the  king,  his 
father,  nuiy  be  pleased  to  put  upon  her." 

One  night,  about  the  middle  of  August,  as 
the  king  was  tossing  restlessly  upon  his  pillow, 
he  sprang  from  his  bed,  exclaiming,  "Eureka! 
I  now  see  what  will  bring  a  settlement."  Im- 
mediately a  special  messenger  was  dispatched, 
with  terms  of  compromise,  to  Kannegiesser,  the 
king's  embassador  at  Hanover.     We  do  not 


know  what  the  propositions  were.  But  the 
king  was  exceedingly  anxious  to  avoid  war. 
He  had,  in  many  respects,  a  very  stern  sense 
of  justice,  and  would  not  do  that  which  he  con- 
sidered to  be  wrong.  When  he  abused  his 
family  or  others  he  did  not  admit  tliat  he  was 
acting  unjustly.  He  assumed,  and  with  a  sort 
of  fanatical  conscientiousness,  detestable  as  it 
was,  that  he  was  doing  right,  that  they  de- 
served the  treatment.  And  now  he  earnestly 
desired  peace,  and  was  disposed  to  present  the 
most  honorable  terms  to  avert  a  war. 

Kannegiesser,  at  Hanover,  received  the  king's 
propositions  for  reconciliation  at  ten  o'clock  in 
the  morning  of  the  15th  of  August,  1729. 
George  II.  was  then  absent  on  a  hunting  ex- 
cursion. The  Prussian  embassador  called  im- 
mediately at  the  council-chamber  of  the  Hano- 
verian court,  and  informed  M.  Hartoff,  the 
privy  secretary,  that  he  wished  an  audience 
with  the  ministry,  then  in  session,  to  make  a 
projjosition  to  them  from  the  Prussian  court. 
Hartoff,  who  had  met  Kannegiesser  in  a  room 
adjoining  the  council-chamber,  reported  the  re- 
quest to  the  council,  and  returned  with  the  dis- 
respectful answer  that  "M.  Kannegiesser  must 
defer  what  he  has  to  say  to  some  other  time." 

The  Prussian  minister  condescended  then  so 
importunately  to  urge  an  audience,  in  view  of 
the  menacing  state  of  affairs,  that  M.  Hartoff 
returned  to  the  council-chamber,  and  in  seven 
minutes  came  back  with  an  evasive  answer, 
still  refusing  to  grant  an  audience.  The  next 
day  M.  Kannegiesser  called  again  at  the  coun- 
cil-chamber. "I  let  them  know  in  the  mild- 
est terms,"  he  writes  in  his  disi)atch  home, 
"that  I  desired  to  be  admitted  to  speak  witli 
them,  which  was  refused  me  a  second  time." 
He  then  informed  M.  Hartoff  that  the  Prussian 
court  expected  a  definite  answer  to  some  ])rop- 
ositions  which  had  previously  been  sent  to  the 
council  at  Hanover;  that  he  would  remain  two 
days  to  receive  it :  that  in  case  he  did  not  re- 
ceive it  he  Avould  call  again  to  remind  them  tliat 
an  answer  was  desired. 

The  next  day  M.  Hartoff  called  at  the  resi- 
dence of  M.  Kannegiesser,  and  informed  him 

that  the  ministers,  understanding  tliat  he  de- 
signed to  ask  an  audience  to-morrow  to  remind 
them  of  the  answer  which  he  demanded,  wished 
to  say  that  such  applications  were  not  custom- 
ary among  sovereign  princes  ;  that  they  dared 
not  treat  farther  in  that  attair  with  him;  that 
as  soon  as  they  received  instructions  from  his 
Britannic  majesty  they  would  comnmnicate  to 
him  the  residt." 

The  Prussian  minister  replied  tiiat  he  could 
not  conceive  why  he  should  be  refused  an  audi- 
ence ;  that  he  should  not  fail  to  be  at  the  coun- 
cil-chamber at  eleven  o'clock  the  next  day  t(» 
receive  an  answer  to  the  jiroiwsals  already 
made,  and  also  to  the  pro])osals  which  he  was 
l)rei)ared  to  make.  He  endeavored  to  inform 
Hartolf  of  the  terms  of  compromise  which  the 
Prussian  king  was  ready  to  present.  But  Har- 
toff refused  to  hear  him,  declaring  that  he  had 
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positive  orders  not  to  listen  to  any  thing  he  had 
to  say  upon  the  subject.  We  will  give  the  con- 
clusion in  the  words  of  the  Prussian  minister, 
as  found  in  his  dispatch  of  the  18th  of  August, 
1729: 

"At  eleven  this  day  I  went  to  the  council- 
chamber,  for  the  third  time,  and  desired  secre- 
tary HartofF  to  prevail  with  the  ministry  to  al- 
low me  to  speak  with  them,  and  communicate 
what  the  king  of  Prussia  had  ordered  me  to 
propose.  Herr  Von  Hartoff  gave  them  an  ac- 
count of  my  request,  and  brought  me,  for  an- 
swer, that  I  must  wait  a  little,  because  the 
ministers  w^ere  not  yet  all  assembled  ;  which  I 
did.  But  after  having  made  me  stay  almost 
an  hour,  and  after  the  president  of  the  council 
was  come,  Herr  Von  Hartoft"  came  out  to  me 
and  repeated  what  he  had  said  yesterday,  in 
very  positive  and  absolute  terms,  that  the  min- 
isters were  resolved  not  to  see  me,  and  had 
expressly  forbid  him  taking  any  paper  at  my 
hands. 

"  To  which  I  replied,  that  this  was  very  hard, 
usage,  and  the  world  would  see  how  the  king 
of  Prussia  would  relish  it.  But  having  strict 
orders  from  his  majesty,  my  most  gracious  mas- 
ter, to  make  a  declaration  to  the  ministers  of 
Hanover  in  his  name,  and  finding  that  Herr 
Von  Hartoff  would  neither  receive  it  nor  take 
a  copy  of  it,  I  had  only  to  tell  liim  that  I  was 
under  the  necessity  of  leaving  it  in  writing,  and 
had  brought  the  paper  with  me  ;  and  that  now, 
as  the  council  were  pleased  to  refuse  to  take  it, 
I  was  obliged  to  leave  the  said  declaration  on  a 
table  in  an  adjoining  room,  in  the  presence  of 
Herr  Von  Hartoff  and  other  secretaries  of  the 
council,  whom  I  desired  to  lay  it  before  the 
ministry. 

"After  this  I  went  home,  but  had  scarcely 
entered  my  apartment  when  a  messenger  re- 
turned me,  by  order  of  the  ministers,  the  dec- 
laration, still  sealed  as  I  left  it;  and  perceiving 
that  I  was  not  inclined  to  receive  it,  he  laid  it 
on  my  table,  and  immediately  left  the  house." 

Having  met  with  this  repulse,  Kannegiesser 
returned  to  Berlin  with  the  report.  Frederick 
William  was  exasperated  in  the  highest  degree 
by  such  treatment  from  a  brother-in-law  Avhom 
he  both  hated  and  despised.  He  had  at  his 
command  an  army  in  as  perfect  condition,  both 
in  equipment  and  drill,  as  Europe  had  ever 
seen.  Within  a  week's  time  forty-four  thou- 
sand troops,  horse,  foot,  and  artillery,  Avere  ren- 
dezvoused at  Magdeburg.  Fritz  was  there, 
looking  quite  soldierly  on  his  proud  charger, 
at  the  head  of  his  regiment  of  the  giant  guard. 
Vigorously  they  were  put  upon  the  march. 
George  II.,  who  had  already  in  his  boyhood 
felt  the  weight  of  Frederick  William's  arm, 
and  who  well  knew  his  desperate  energy  when 
once  roused,  was  terrified.  He  had  no  forces 
in  Hanover  which  could  stand  for  an  hour  in 
opposition  to  the  army  which  the  Prussian  king 
was  bringing  against  him. 

War  betAveen  Prussia  and  England  might 
draw  all  the  neighboring  nations  into  the  con- 


flict. There  was  excitement  in  every  conti- 
nental court.  The  Pope,  it  is  reported,  was 
delighted.  "He  prays,"  says  Carlyle,  "that 
Heaven  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  foment 
and  blow  up  to  the  proper  degree  this  quarrel 
between  the  two  chief  heretical  powers.  Heav- 
en's chief  enemies,  whereby  holy  religion  might 
reap  a  good  benefit." 

In  the  general  alarm  France,  Holland,  and 
other  neighboring  courts  interposed  and  called 
loudly  for  a  settlement.  Frederick  William 
had  never  wished  for  war.  George  II.  was 
thoroughly  frightened.  As  it  was  certain  that 
he  would  be  severely  chastised,  he  was  eager  to 
escape  from  the  difficulty  through  the  media- 
tion of  others.  An  arbitration  was  agreed 
upon,  and  the  quarrel  was  settled  without  blood- 
shed. 

On  the  8th  of  September  Fritz  returned  to 
Potsdam  from  this  his  first  military  expedition, 
with  his  regiment  of  giants.  He  was  then  sev- 
enteen years  of  age.  His  soldierly  bearing  had 
quite  rejoiced  the  king,  and  he  began  to  think 
that,  after  all,  possibly  something  might  be 
made  of  Fritz. 

Just  as  these  troubles  Avere  commencing  there 
was,  in  May,  1729,  a  marriage  in  the  Prussian 
royal  family.  Some,  two  hundred  miles  south 
-of  Brandenburg  there  was,  at  that  time,  a  small 
marquisate  called  Anspach,  next  in  dignity  to ' 
a  dukedom.  The  marquis  was  a  frail,  com- 
monplace boy  of  seventeen,  under  the  care  of 
a  young  mother,  who  Avas  AvidoAved,  sick,  and 
dying.  Much  to  the  dissatisfiiction  of  Sophie 
Dorothee,  the  queen-mother,  Frederick  William 
had  arranged  a  marriage  betAveen  this  young 
man,  Avho  Avas  far  from  rich,  and  his  second 
daughter,  Frederica  Louisa,  Avho  Avas  then  fif- 
teen years  of  age.^ 

Fritz  Avent  in  the  royal  carriage,  Avith  suitable 
escort,  to  meet  the  young  marquis  on  the  Prus- 
sian frontier,  as  he  came  to  his  bridals.  They 
returned  together  in  the  carriage  to  Potsdam 
Avith  great  military  display.  The  Avedding  took 
place  on  the  30th  of  May,  1729.  It  Avas  very 
magnificent.  Fritz  Avas  consjucuous  on  the  oc- 
casion in  a  grand  revicAv  of  the  giant  grena- 
diers.* Wilhelmina,  in  her  journal,  speaks  quite 
contemptuously  of  her  ncAV  brother-in-laAv,  the 
marquis  of  Anspach,  describing  him  as  a  fool- 
ish young  fellow.  It  Avas,  indeed,  a  marriage 
of  children.  The  bridegroom  Avas  a  sickly, 
peevish,  undeveloped  boy  of  seventeen  ;  and  the 
bride  was  a  self-Avilled  and  ungoverned  little 
beauty  of  fifteen.  The  marriage  proved  a  very 
unhappy  one.    There  was  no  harmony  between 


1  "It  was  a  marriage  much  beneath  what  this  prin- 
cess might  have  pretended  to.  But  Frederick  Will- 
iam loA-ed  such  alliances — tirst,  because  they  were  at 
hand  and  brought  about  Avithout  trouble,  and  thus  his 
daughters  Avere  taken  off  his  hands  at  an  early  age ; 
and,  secondly,  because  to  these  little  princes  the  hon- 
or of  obtaining  a  princess  of  Prussia  Avas  sufficient; 
Avhereas  great  sovereigns  would  have  required  a  more 
considerable  doAver  than  the  avaricious  habits  of 
Frederick  William  permitted  him  to  give."— L?/e  of 
Frederick  IT.,  by  Lord  Dovek. 
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them.  Frederick  writes:  "They  hate  one  an- 
other like  the  fire"  (comme  le  feu).  They,  how- 
ever, lived  together  in  incessant,  petty  quarrel- 
ings  for  thirty  years.  Probably  during  all  that 
time  neither  one  of  them  saw^  happy  day. 

Fritz  had  now  attained  eighteen  years  of  age, 
and  Wilhelmina  twenty-one.  Fritz  was  very 
fond  of  music,  particularly  of  his  flute,  upon 
which  he  played  exquisitely,  being,  however, 
careful  never  to  sound  its  notes  within  hearing 
of  his  father.  A  celebrated  music  master  from 
Dresden,  by  the  name  of  Quantz,  was  his  teach- 
er. He  came  occasionally  from  Dresden  and 
spent  a  week  or  two  at  Potsdam,  secretly  teach- 
ing the  young  prince.  The  mother  of  Fritz  was 
in  warm  sympathy  with  her  son,  and  aided  him 
in  all  ways  in  her  power  in  this  gratification. 
Still  it  was  a  very  hazardous  measure.  The 
fierce  old  king  was  quite  uncertain  in  his  move- 
ments. He  might  at  any  hour  appear  at  Pots- 
dam, and  no  one  could  tell  to  what  lengths,  in 
case  of  a  discovery,  he  might  go  in  the  intensi- 
ty of  his  rage.  Fritz  had  an  intimate  friend  in 
the  army,  a  young  man  of  about  his  own  age, 
one  lieutenant  Katte,  who,  when  Fritz  was  with 
his  music  teacher,  was  stationed  on  the  look-out, 
that  he  might  give  instant  warning  in  case  there 
were  any  indications  of  the  king's  approach. 
His  mother  also  was  prepared,  when  Quantz 
was  at  Potsdam,  promptly  to  dispatch  a  mes- 
senger to  her  son  in  case  she  suspected  his  fa- 
ther of  being  about  to  turn  his  steps  in  that  di- 
rection. 

Fritz,  having  thus  established  his  outposts, 
was  accustomed  to  retire  to  his  room  with  his 
teacher,  lay  aside  his  tight  -  fitting  Prussian 
military  coat,  which  he  detested,  and  called 
his  shroud,  draw  on  a  very  beautiful,  flowing 
French  dressing-gov^^n  of  scarlet,  embroidered 
with  gold  and  decorated  with  sash  and  tags, 
and,  with  his  hair  dressed  in  the  most  fashion- 
able style  of  the  French  court,  surrender  himself 
to  the  indulgence  of  his  own  luxurious  tastes  for 
sumptuous  attire  as  well  as  for  melodious  sounds. 
He  was  thus,  one  day,  in  the  height  of  his  en- 
joyment, taking  his  clandestine  music  lesson, 
when  lieutenant  Katte  came  rushing  into  the 
room  in  the  utmost  dismay,  with  the  announce- 
ment that  the  king  Avas  at  the  door.  The  wily 
and  ever -suspicious  monarch  had  stolen  the 
march  upon  them.  He  was  about  to  make  his 
son  a  very  unwelcome  surprise  visit. 

A  bomb  bursting  in  the  room  could  scarce- 
ly have  created  a  greater  panic.  Katte  and 
Quantz  seized  the  flutes  and  music-books  and 
rushed  into  a  wood -closet,  where  they  stood 
quaking  with  terror.  Fritz  threw  off  his  dress- 
ing-gown, hurried  on  his  military  coat,  and  sat 
down  at  the  table,  affecting  to  be  deeply  en- 
gaged with  his  books.  The  king,  frowning  like 
a  thunder-cloud — for  he  always  frowned  when 
he  drew  near  Fritz — burst  into  the  room.  The 
sight  of  the  frizzled  hair  of  his  son  "kindled 
the  paternal  wrath  into  a  tornado  pitch."  The 
king  had  a  wonderful  command  of  the  vocabu- 
lary of  abuse,  and  was  heaping  epithets  of  vi- 


tuperation upon  the  head  of  the  prince  when 
he  caught  sight  of  the  dressing-gown  behind  a 
screen.  He  seized  the  glittering  garment,  and, 
with  increasing  outbursts  of  rage,  crammed  it 
into  the  fire.  Then  searching  the  room,  he 
collected  all  the  French  books,  of  which  Fritz 
had  quite  a  library,  and  sending  for  a  booksell- 
er near  by,  ordered  him  to  take  every  volume 
away,  and  sell  them  for  what  they  would  brin^ 
For  more  than  an  hour  the  king  was  thus  rag- 
ing, like  a  maniac,  in  the  apartment  of  his  son. 
Fortunately  he  did  not  look  into  the  wood- 
closet.  Had  he  done  so  both  Quantz  and  Kat- 
te would  have  been  terribly  beaten,  even  had 
they  escaped  being  sent  immediately  to  the 
scaffold. 

"The  king,"  whites  Wilhelmina,  "almost 
caused  my  brother  and  myself  to  die  of  hunger. 
He  always  acted  as  carver,  and  served  every 
body  except  us.  When,  by  chance,  there  re- 
mained any  thing  in  the  dish,  he  spit  into  it,  to 
prevent  our  eating  of  it.  We  lived  entirely 
upon  coffee,  milk,  and  dried  cherries,  which 
ruined  our  health.  I  was  nourished  with  in- 
sults and  invectives,  and  was  abused  all  day 
long,  in  every  possible  manner,  and  before  every 
body.  The  king's  anger  Avent  so  far  against 
my  brother  and  myself  that  he  drove  us  from 
him,  forbidding  us  to  appear  in  his  presence 
except  at  meals. 

"The  queen  had  contrived  in  her  bedroom 
a  sort  of  labyrinth  of  screens,  so  arranged  that 
I  could  escape  the  king  without  being  seen,  in 
case  he  suddenly  entered.  One  day  the  king 
came  and  surprised  us.  I  wished  to  escape,  but 
found  myself  embarrassed  among  these  screens, 
of  which  several  fell,  and  prevented  my  getting 
out  of  the  room.  The  king  was  at  my  heels, 
and  tried  to  catch  hold  of  me  in  order  to  beat 
me.  Not  being  able  any  longer  to  escape,  I 
placed  myself  behind  my  governess.  The  king 
advanced  so  much  that  she  was  obliged  to  fall 
back,  but  finding  herself  at  length  near  the 
chimney  she  was  stopped.  I  found  myself  in 
the  alternative  of  bearing  the  fire  or  the  blows. 
The  king  overwhelmed  me  with  abuse,  and  tried 
to  seize  me  by  the  hair.  I  fell  upon  the  floor. 
The  scene  would  have  had  a  tragical  end  had 
it  continued,  as  my  clothes  were  actually  be- 
ginning to  take  fire.  The  king,  fatigued  with 
crying  out  and  with  his  i)assion,  at  length  put 
an  end  to  it  and  went  away." 

These  sufferings  bound  the  brother  and  sister 
very  intimately  together,  "  This  dear  brother," 
Wilhelmina  writes,  "passed  all  his  afternoons 
with  me.  We  read  and  wrote  together,  and 
occupied  ourselves  in  cultivating  our  minds. 
The  king  now  never  saw  my  brother  without 
threatening  him  with  the  cane.  Fritz  repeat- 
edly told  me  that  he  would  bear  any  thing 
from  the  king  except  blows ;  but  that  if  he 
ever  came  to  such  extremities  with  him  he 
would  regain  his  freedom  by  fiiglit," 

On  the  10th  of  December,  1721),  Dubourgay 
writes  in  his  journal:  "His  Prussian  majesty 
can  not  bear  the  sight  of  either  the  prince  or 
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the  princess  royal.  The  other  day  he  asked 
the  prince,  '  Kalkstein  makes  you  English, 
does  not  he  ?'  To  which  the  prince  answered, 
'I  respect  the  English,  because  I  knoAv  the 
people  there  love  me,'  Upon  which  the  king 
seized  him  by  the  collar,  struck  him  fiercely 
with  his  cane,  and  it  was  only  by  superior 
strength  that  the  poor  prince  escaped  worse. 
There  is  a  general  apprehension  of  something 
tragical  taking  place  before  long." 

Wilhelmina  gives  the  following  account  of 
this  transaction,  as  communicated  to  her  by 
her  brother:  "As  I  entered  the  king's  room 


this  morning  he  first  seized  me  by  the  hair  and 
then  threw  me  on  the  floor,  along  which,  after 
having  exercised  the  vigor  of  his  arm  upon  my 
unhappy  person,  he  dragged  me,  in  spite  of  all 
my  resistance,  to  a  neighboring  window.  His 
intention  apparently  was  to  perform  the  office 
of  the  mutes  of  the  seraglio,  for  seizing  the 
cord  belonging  to  the  curtain,  he  placed  it 
around  my  neck.  I  seized  ])0th  of  his  hands 
and  began  to  cry  out.  -  A  servant  came  to  my 
assistance  and  delivered  me  from  his  hands." 

In  reference  to  this  event  the  prince  wrote 
to  his  mother,  from  Potsdam,  "I  am  in  the 
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utmost  despair.  What  I  had  always  appre- 
hended has  at  last  come  on  me.  The  king 
has  entirely  forgotten  that  I  am  his  son.  This 
morning  I  came  into  his  room  as  usual.  At 
the  first  sight  of  me  he  sprang  forward,  seized 
me  by  the  collar,  and  struck  me  a  shower  of 
cruel  blows  with  his  ratan.  I  tried  in  vain  to 
screen  myself,  he  was  in  so  terrible  a  rage,  al- 
most out  of  himself.  It  was  only  weariness 
that  made  him  give  up.  I  am  driven  to  ex- 
tremity. I  have  too  much  honor  to  endure 
such  treatment,  and  I  am  resolved  to  put  an 
end  to  it  in  one  way  or  another." 

Wilhelmina  well  understood  that  her  brother 
contemplated  running  away,  escaping,  if  possi- 
ble, to  England.  We  have  mentioned  that  the 
young  prince,  after  his  return  from  Dresden,  had 
become  quite  dissipated.  The  companions  he 
chose  were  wild  young  army  officers  of  high 
birth,  polished  address,  and,  in  godless  lives, 
fashionable  men  of  the  world.  Lieutenant 
Katte  was  a  genteel  man  of  pleasure.  An- 
other of  his  bosom  companions,  lieutenant 
Keith,  a  young  man  of  illustrious  lineage,  was 


also  a  very  undesirable  associate  for  any  young 
man  Avhose  principles  of  virtue  were  not  es- 
tablished.^ Of  Keitli  and  Katte,  the  two  most 
intimate  friends  of  Eritz,  Wilhelmina  writes, 
about  this  time : 

"Lieutenant  Keith  had  been  gone  some 
time,  stationed  in  Wesel  with  his  regiment. 
Keith's  departure  had  been  a  great  joy  to  me, 
in  the  hope  my  brotlier  would  now  lead  a  more 
regular  life.  But  it  proved  quite  otherwise. 
A  second  favorite,  and  a  much  more  danger- 
ous, succeeded  Keith.  This  was  a  young  man 
of  the  name  of  Katte,  captain  lieutenant  in  the 


1  "The  sad  truth,  dlralv  hidicated,  is  sufficiently 
visible.  His  life  for  the  next  four  or  five  years  was 
extremely  dissolute.  Poor  young  man,  he  has  got 
into  a  disastrous  course;  consorts  chiefly  with  de- 
bauched yonnff  fellows,  as  lieutenants  Katte,  Keith, 
and  others  of  their  stamp,  who  lead  him  on  ways  not 
pleasant  to  his  father,  nor  conformable  to  tlie  laws 
of  this  universe.  Health  eiriier  of  body  or  nnnd  is 
not  to  be  looked  for  in  his  i)resent  way  of  life.  The 
briaht  voung  soul  with  its  fine  strengths  and  gifts 
wallowing  like  a  young  rhinoceros  in  the  mud  bath. 
Some  say  it  is  wholesome  for  a  human  soul;  not 
we." — Carlyle,  ii.  p.  21. 
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regiment  Gens  d' Amies.    He  was  highly  con-  I 
nected  in  the  array.     His  mother  was  daugh- 
ter of  field-marshal  Wartensleben.  General 
Katte,  his  father,  had  sent  him  to  the  universi-  ' 
ties,  and  afterward  to  travel,  desiring  that  he 
should  be  a  lawyer.    But  as  there  was  no  favor 
to  be  hoped  for  out  of  the  army,  the  young 
man  found  himself  at  last  placed  there,  con-  | 
trary  to  his  expectation.     He  continued  to 
apply  himself  to  studies.    He  had  wit,  book 
culture,  and  acquaintance  with  the  world.  The 
good  company  which  he  continued  to  frequent 
had  given  him  polite  manners  to  a  degree  then 
rare  in  Berlin.     His  physiognomy  was  rather  ; 
disagreeable  than  otherwise.     A  pair  of  thick  , 
black  eyebrows  almost  covered 'his  eyes.     His  ^ 
look  had  in  it  something  ominous,  presage  of  j 
the  fate  he  met  with.    A  tawny  skin,  torn  by 
small-pox,  increased  his  ugliness.    He  affect- 
ed the  free-thinker,  and  carried  libertinism  to 
excess.    A  great  deal  of  ambition  and  head- 
long rashness  accompanied  this  vice.    Such  a 
favorite  was  not  the  man  to  bring  back  my  ' 
brother  from  his  follies." 

Early  in  January,  1730,  the  king,  returning 
from  a  hunt  at  Wusterhausen,  during  which  he 
had  held  a  drinking  carouse  and  a  diplomatic 
interview  with  the  king  of  Poland,  announced 
his  intention  of  being  no  longer  annoyed  by 
matrimonial  arrangements  for  WiUielmina. 
He  resolved  to  abandon  the  English  alliance 
altogether,  unless  an  immediate  anil  une<[uivo- 
cal  assent  were  given  by  George  II.  for  the 
marriage  of  Willielmina  with  the  prince  of  j 
Wales,  without  any  compact  for  the  marriage 
of  Fritz  with  the  princess  Amelia.  Count 
Finckenstein,  baron  Grumkow,  and  general 
Borck  were  sent  to  communicate  this  the  king's 
unalterable  resolve  to  the  queen.  The  first  two 
were  friends  of  the  queen.  Grumkow  was  un- 
derstood to  be  the  instigator  of  the  king.  Wil- 
helmina  chanced  to  be  with  her  mother  when  ' 
the  gentlemen  announced  themselves  as  the 
bearei's  of  a  very  important  message  from  the 
king  to  her  majesty.  Wilhelmina  trembled,  ! 
and  said  in  a  low  tone  to  her  mother,  "This 
regards  me.  I  have  a  dreading,"  "No  mat- 
ter," the  worn  and  weary  mother  replied  ;  "one 
must  have  firmness,  and  that  is  not  what  I  shall 
want."  The  queen  retired  with  the  ministers  j 
to  the  audience-chamber. 

There  they  informed  her  that  they  had  each 
received  a  letter  the  night  before  from  the  ' 
king,  the  contents  of  which  they  were  forbid-  ' 
den,  under  penalty  of  death,  from  communi- 
cating to  any  one  but  to  her.    The  king  wished  I 
them  to  say  to  her  majesty  that  he  would  no  ! 
longer  endure  her  disobedience  in  reference  to 
the  marriage  of  Wilhelmina ;  that  in  case  this 
disobedience  continued  there  should  be  an  en- 
tire separation  between  him  and  his  wife — a  di- 
vorce— and  that  she  and  her  daughter  should 
both  be  banished  to  the  chateau  of  Oranien- 
burg,  about  twenty  miles  from  Berhn,  and  there 
held  in  close  imprisonment.     The  king  was 
willing  that  Sophie  Dorothee  should  write  once 


more,  and  only  once  more,  to  her  brother, 
George  II.,  and  demand  of  him  a  categorical 
answer,  yes  or  no,  whether  he  would  consent  to 
the  immediate  marriage  of  the  prince  of  Wales 
and  Wilhelmina.  The  king  would  wait  a  fort- 
night for  an  answer,  or,  if  the  winds  were 
contrary,  three  weeks ;  but  not  a  day  more. 
Should  no  answer  in  that  time  be  returned,  or 
a  negative  or  an  evasive  answer,  then  Wilhel- 
mina was  to  make  her  immediate  choice  of  a 
husband  between  either  the  duke  of  Weissen- 
fels  or  the  marquis  of  Schwedt,  and  to  be  mar- 
ried without  delay.  ^ 

Weissenfels  was  a  small  duchy  in  Saxony. 
The  duke,  so  called  by  courtesy,  had  before 
visited  Berlin  in  the  train  of  his  sovereign,  king 
Augustus,  when  his  majesty  returned  the  visit 
of  Frederick  William.  He  was  then  quite  cap- 
tivated by  the  beauty  and  vivacity  of  Wilhel- 
mina. He  was  titular  duke  merely,  his  broth- 
er being  the  real  duke ;  and  he  was  then  liv- 
ing on  his  pay  as  officer  in  the  army,  and  was 
addicted  to  deep  potations.  Carlyle  describes 
him  as  "a  mere  betitled,  betasseled,  elderly 
military  gentleman  of  no  special  qualities,  evil 
or  good."  Sophie  Dorothee,  noticing  his  at- 
tentions to  Wilhelmina,  deemed  it  the  extreme 
of  impudence  for  so  humble  a  man  to  aspire  to 
the  hand  of  her  illustrious  child.  She  reproved 
him  so  severely  that  he  retired  from  the  court 
in  deep  chagrin.  He  never  would  have  pre- 
sumed to  renew  the  suit  but  from  the  encour- 
agement given  by  Frederick  William. 

The  marquis  of  Schwedt  was  a  very  indiffer- 
ent young  man,  living  under  the  tutelage  of  his 
dowager  mother.  She  w^as  a  cousin  of  the  king 
of  Prussia,  and  had  named  her  son  Frederick 
William.  Having  rendered  herself  conspicu- 
ously ridiculous  by  the  flaunting  colors  of  her 
dress,  which  tawdry  display  was  in  character 
with  her  mind,  both  she  and  her  sou  were  de- 
cidedly disagreeable  to  Wilhelmina. 

There  was  no  alternative  left  the  young  prin- 
cess. Unless  there  were  an  immediate  con- 
summation of  the  marriage  contract  with  the 
English  Frederick,  she  was,  Avithout  delay,  to 
choose  between  Weissenfels  and  Schwedt.  The 
queen,  in  response  to  this  commui\ication,  said, 
"  I  will  immediately  write  to  England.  But, 
whatever  may  be  the  answer,  it  is  impossible 
that  my  daughter  should  marry  either  of  the  in- 
dividuals whom  the  king  has  designated."  Bar- 
on Grumkow,  who  was  in  entire  accord  with 
the  king,  "began,"  says  Wilhelmina,  "quoting 
Scripture  on  her  majesty,  as  the  devil  can  on 
occasion.  '  Wives,  be  obedient  to  your  hus- 
bands,' said  he.  The  queen  very  aptly  re- 
plied, 'Yes,  but  did  not  Bethuel,  the  son  of 
Milcah,  when  Abraham's  servant  asked  his 


i  «<  Never  in  any  romance  or  stage  play  was  young 
lady,  without  blame,  without  furtherance  and  with- 
out hinderaiice  of  her  own,  so  tormented  about  a  set- 
tlement in  life— passive  she  all  the  while,  mere  clay  in 
the  hands  of  the  potter,  and  begging  the  universe  to 
have  the  extreme  goodness  only  to  leave  her  aloue." 
— Caulvle. 


FREDERICK  THE  GREAT. 


169 


daughter  in  marriage  for  young  Isaac,  answer, 
'We  will  call  the  damsel,  and  inquire  o.f  her 
mouth  ?'  It  is  true,  wives  must  obey  their  hus- 
bands. But  husbands  must  cominand  things 
just  and  reasonable.' " 

"The  king's  procedure,"  added  the  unhap- 
py mother,  "is  not  in  accordance  with  that  law. 
He  is  doing  violence  to  my  daughter's  inclina- 
tions, thus  rendering  her  wretched  for  the  re- 
mainder of  her  days.  He  wishes  to  give  her 
for  a  husband  a  brutal  debauchee,  a  younger 
brother,  who  is  nothing  but  an  officer  in  the 
army  of  the  king  of  Poland  ;  a  landless  man, 
without  the  means  of  living  according  to  his 
rank.  1  will  write  to  England.  But  whatever 
the  answer,  I  had  rather,  a  thousand  times,  see 
my  child  in  the  grave  than  hopelessly  miserable." 

The  queen,  looking  reproachfully  at  Grum- 
kow,  remarked,  "I  know  full  well  to  whom  I 
owe  all  this."  She  then  excused  herself,  say- 
ing that  she  was  not  well,  and  retired  to  her 
apartment.  There  she  communicated  to  the 
anxious  Wilhelmina  the  cruel  message  of  the 
king.  Sophie  Dorothee  then  wrote  a  very  earn- 
est letter  to  queen  Caroline,  the  wife  of  George 
II.,  imploring  that  all  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
the  marriage  of  Wilhelmina  w  ith  the  prince  of 
Wales  might  be  withdrawn.  The  idea  of  mar- 
riage with  either  Weissenfels  or  Schwedt  was 
dreadful.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  wrath 
of  the  king,  the  divorce  of  the  queen,  and  the 
imprisonment  of  both  mother  and  daughter  in 
the  chateau  of  Oranienburg,  were  also  dread- 
ful. Fritz  was  taken  into  the  councils  of  his 
mother  and  sister.  It  was  decided  that  he 
should  also  write  to  his  aunt,  urging  his  suit  for  i 
the  princess  Amelia.  It  is  true  that  George  II. 
was  ready  to  accede  to  this  nuirriage,  but  Fred-  j 
crick  William  threw  obstacles  in  the  way.  It 
was  probably  the  hope  of  Fritz  to  secure  Amelia 
notwithstanding  his  father's  opposition.  The 
ready  pen  of  Wilhelmina  Avas  employed  to  draft 
the  letter,  which  her  brother  submissively  copied. 
As  it  was  not  probable,  in  the  intricacies  in 
which  the  question  was  now  involved,  that  both 
marriages  could  take  place  together,  Fritz  wrote 
pleading  for  the  marriage  of  Wilhelmina  at 
once,  pledging  his  word  that  he  would  remain 
faithful  to  the  princess  Amelia. 

"1  have  already,"  he  wrote,  "given  your 
majesty  my  word  of  honor  never  to  wed  any 
one  but  the  princess  Amelia,  your  daughter.  I 
here  reiterate  that  promise,  in  case  your  majes- 
ty will  consent  to  my  sister's  marriage." 

Sophie  Dorothee  dispatched  a  courier  with 
these  documents,  to  go  with  the  utmost  speed 
to  England.  It  was  a  long  journey  in  those 
days,  and  the  winds  were  often  contrary.  A 
fortnight  passed.  Three  weeks  were  gone.  Still 
there  was  no  answer.  On  the  25th  of  January, 
1730 — "a  day,"  writes  Wilhelmina,  "which  I 
shall  never  forget" — Finckenstein,  Borck,  and 
(jrumkow  again  called  upon  the  queen,  with  the 
following  message  from  the  king : 

"Whatever  answer  may  now  be  returned 
from  England  I  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 


Whether  negative,  affirmative,  or  evasive,  to 
me  it  shall  be  as  nothing.  You,  madam,  must 
now  choose  between  the  duke  of  Weissenfels 
and  the  marquis  of  Schwedt.  If  you  do  not 
choose,  you  and  Wilhelmina  may  prepare  for 
Oranienburg,  where  you  shall  sutler  the  just 
penalty  of  mutiny  against  the  authority  set  over 
you  by  God  and  men." 

The  queen  summoned  firmness  to  replv : 
"You  can  inform  the  king  that  he  will  never 
make  me  consent  to  render  my  daughter  miser- 
able ;  and  that  so  long  as  a  breath  of  hfe  re- 
mains in  me  I  will  not  permit  her  to  take  ei- 
ther the  one  or  the  other  of  these  persons." 

Then  addressing  Grumkow,  she  said,  in  tones 
deliberate  and  intense,  "For  you,  Sir,  who  are 
the  author  of  my  misfortunes,  may  my  curse  fall 
upon  you  and  your  house.  You  have  this  day 
killed  me.  But  I  doubt  not  that  Heaven  will 
hear  my  prayer  and  avenge  my  wrongs." 

The  queen  was  at  this  time  in  a  delicate  state 
of  health,  and  anxiety  and  sorrow  threw  her 
upon  a  sick-bed.  The  king,  who  felt  as  much 
affection  for  "  Pheekin"  as  such  a  coarse,  brutal 
man  could  feel  for  any  body,  was  alarmed ;  but 
he  remained  obdurate.  He  stormed  into  her 
room,  where  in  the  fever  of  her  troubles  she 
tossed  upon  her  pillow,  and  obstreperously  de- 
clared that  Wilhelmina  should  be  married  im- 
mediately, and  that  she  must  take  either  Weis- 
senfels or  Schwedt.  As  both  mother  and  daugh- 
ter remained  firm  in  their  refusal  to  choose,  he 
resolved  to  decide  the  question  himself. 

Accordingly  he  made  proposals  to  the  mar- 
quise of  Schwedt  that  Wilhelmina  should  marry 
her  son.  The  lady  replied,  in  terms  very  cred- 
itable both  to  her  head  and  her  heart,  "Such  a 
union,  your  majesty,  would  be  in  accordance 
with  the  supreme  wish  of  my  life.  But  how 
can  I  accept  such  happiness  against  the  will  of 
the  princess  herself?  This  I  can  positively  never 
do."  Here  she  remained  firm.  The  raging  king 
returned  to  the  bedside  of  his  wife,  as  rough  and 
determined  as  ever.  He  declared  that  the  ques- 
tion was  now  settled,  that  Wilhelmina  was  to 
marry  the  old  duke  of  Weissenfels. 

The  unhappy  princess,  distracted  by  these 
griefs,  had  grown  thin  and  pale.  It  was  soon 
rumored  throughout  the  court  that  the  king 
had  written  to  Weissenfels,  and  that  the  duke 
was  on  his  way  to  seize  his  reluctant  bride.  In 
this  emergence  the  queen's  friend,  baron  Borck, 
suggested  to  her  that,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the 
obnoxious  Weissenfels,  she  should  so  far  yield 
to  the  w'ishes  of  the  king  as  to  give  up  the  En- 
glish alliance,  and  propose  a  third  party,  who 
might  be  more  acceptable  to  Wilhelmina.  But 
who  shall  this  substitute  be  ? 

About  two  hundred  miles  south  of  Berlin 
there  was  quite  an  important  marquisate  cnlled 
Baireuth.  The  marquis  had  a  good-looking 
young  son,  the  heir-apparent,  who  had  just  re- 
turned from  the  grand  tour  of  Europe.  Upon 
the  death  of  his  fiither  he  would  enter  upon 
quite  a  rich  inlieritance.  This  young  marquis, 
i  Frederick  by  name,  baron  Borck  proposed  as  a 
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substitute  for  the  duke  of  Weissenfels.  It  was 
understood  that  Wilhelmina  was  such  a  prize 
that  kings,  even,  would  be  eager  to  obtain  her 
hand.  There  could  therefore  be  no  doubt  but 
that  the  marquis  of  Baireuth  would  feel  sig- 
nally honored  by  such  nuptials.  The  worn  and 
weary  mother  eagerly  accepted  this  proposal. 
She  suggested  it  to  the  king.  Sullenly  he  gave 
it  his  assent,  saying,  "I  will  passively  submit 
to  it,  but  will  take  no  active  part  whatever  in 
the  affair.  Neither  will  I  give  Wilhelmina  one 
single  copper  for  dowry." 

The  queen,  delighted  in  having  obtained  even 
this  measure  of  acquiescence  on  the  part  of  the 
king,  now  conferred  with  Wilhelmina.  But,  to 
her  surprise  and  bitter  disappointment,  the  young 
princess  did  not  share  in  her  mother's  joy.  She 
was  not  disposed  to  be  thus  bartered  away,  and 
presented  sundry  objections.  The  poor  mother, 
harassed  by  these  interminable  difficulties,  now 
lost  all  patience.  She  broke  out  upon  her 
equally  unhappy  daughter  with  cruel  reproaches. 

"Take,  then,"  she  exclaimed,  "the  grand 
Turk  or  the  great  mogul  for  your  husband. 
Follow  your  own  caprice.  Had  I  known  you 
better  I  would  not  have  brought  so  many  sor- 
rows upon  myself.  You  may  follow  the  king's 
bidding.  It  is  henceforth  your  own  affair.  I 
will  no  longer  trouble  myself  about  your  con- 
cerns. And  spare  me,  if  you  please,  the  sorrows 
of  your  odious  presence.    I  can  not  stand  it." 

Wilhelmina  endeavored  to  reply.  But  the 
angry  mother  sternly  exclaimed,  "Silence!" 
and  the  tortured  girl  left  the  apartment,  weep- 
ing bitterly.  Even  Fritz  took  his  mother\s  part, 
and  reproached  Wilhelmina  for  not  acceding  to 
her  plan.  New  troubles  were  thickening  around 
him.  He  was  in  debt.  The  king  had  found  it 
out.  To  his  father's  stern  questioning,  Fritz, 
in  his  terror,  had  uttered  deliberate  falsehood. 
He  confessed  a  debt  of  about  eight  hundred 
dollars,  which  his  father  had  detected,  and  sol- 
emnly declared  that  this  was  all.  In  fact,  he 
owed  an  additional  sum  of  seven  thousand  dol- 
lars. Should  the  king  discover  this  debt,  and 
thus  detect  Fritz  in  a  lie,  his  rage  would  be  tre- 
mendous. The  king  paid  the  eight  hundred 
dollar  debt  of  his  son,  and  then  issued  a  decree 
declaring  that  to  lend  money  to  any  princes  of 
the  blood,  even  to  the  prince  royal,  was  a  high 
crime,  to  be  punished,  not  only  by  forfeiture  of 
the  money,  but  by  imprisonment.  The  king 
had  begun  to  suspect  that  Fritz  intended  to 
escape.  He  could  not  escape  without  money. 
The  king  therefore  took  special  precautions  that 
his  purse  should  be  ever  empty,  and  watched  him 
with  renewed  vigilance. 

While  matters  were  in  this  extremity  the 
British  minister,  Dubourgay,  and  baron  Knyp- 
hausen,  a  distinguished  Frnssian  official,  dis- 
patched Rev.  Dr.  Villa,  a  scholarly  man,  who 
iiad  been  Wilhelmina's  teacher  of  English,  on 
a  secret  mission  to  the  court  of  England,  to 
communicate  the  true  state  of  affi\irs,  and  to 
endeavor  to  secure  some  disentanglement  of 
the  perplexities.    Dr.  Villa  was  a  warm  friejjd  I 


of  Wilhelmina,  and,  in  sympathy  with  her  sor- 
rows, wept  as  he  bade  her  adieu.  The  king  was 
in  such  ill  humor  that  his  daughter  dared  not 
appear  in  his  presence.  If  Fritz  came  within 
reach  of  his  father's  arm  he  was  pretty  sure  to 
receive  a  blow  from  hi«  ratan. 

On  the  18th  of  February,  1730,  some  affairs 
of  state  led  the  king  to  take  a  trip  to  Dresden 
to  see  the  king  of  Poland.  He  decided  to  take 
Fritz  with  him,  as  he  was  afraid  to  leave  him 
behind.  Fritz  resolved  to  avail  himself  of  tlie 
opportunity  which  the  journey  might  offer  to 
attempt  his  escape.  He  was  unwilling  to  do 
this  without  bidding  adieu  to  his  sister,  who 
had  been  the  partner  of  so  many  of  his  griefs. 
It  was  not  easy  to  obtain  a  private  interview. 
On  the  evening  of  the  17th  of  February,  as 
Wilhelmina,  aided  by  her  governess,  was  un- 
dressing for  bed,  the  door  of  the  ante-room  of 
her  chamber  was  cautiously  opened,  and  a 
young  gentleman,  very  splendidly  dressed  in 
French  costume,  entered.  Wilhelmina,  terri- 
fied, uttered  a  shriek,  and  endeavored  to  hide 
herself  behind  a  screen.  Her  governess.  Mad- 
am Sonsfeld,  ran  into  the  ante-room  to  ascer- 
tain what  such  an  intrusion  meant.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  story  we  will  give  in  the  words 
of  Wilhelmina : 

"But  she  returned  the  next  moment  accom- 
panying the  cavalier,  who  was  laughing  heartih', 
and  whom  I  recognized  for  my  brother.  His 
dress  so  altered  him  he  seemed  a  different  per- 
son. He  was  in  the  best  humor  possible.  'lam 
come  to  bid  you  farewell  once  more,  my  dear 
sister,'  said  he;  'and  as  I  know  the  friendship 
you  have  for  me,  I  will  not  keep  you  ignorant 
of  my  designs.  I  go,  and  do  not  come  back. 
I  can  not  endure  the  usage  I  suffer.  My  pa- 
tience is  driven  to  an  end.  It  is  a  favorable 
opportunity  for  flinging  off  that  odious  yoke.  I 
will  glide  out  of  Dresden  and  get  across  to  En- 
gland, where,  I  do  not  doubt,  I  shall  work  out 
your  deliverance  too,  when  I  am  got  thither. 
So  1  beg  you  calm  yourself.  We  shall  soon 
meet  again  in  places  where  joy  shall  succeed 
our  tears,  and  where  Ave  shall  have  the  happi- 
ness to  see  ourselves  in  peace  and  free  from 
these  persecutions.'" 

Wilhelmina  was  appalled  in  view  of  the  dif- 
ficulty and  danger  of  the  enterprise.  It  was  a 
long  distance  from  Dresden  to  the  coast.  Head- 
winds might  detain  the  vessel.  The  suspicious 
king  would  not  long  remain  ignorant  that  he 
was  missing.  He  would  be  pursued  with  en- 
ergy almost  demoniac.  Being  captured,  no 
one  could  tell  how  fearful  would  be  his  doom. 
The  sagacious  sister  was  right.  Fritz  could 
not  but  perceive  the  strength  of  her  arguments, 
and  gave  her  his  word  of  honor  that  he  would 
not  attempt,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  effect 
his  flight.  Fritz  accordingly  went  to  Dresden 
with  his  father,  and  returned. 

In  the  mean  time  Dr.  Villa  reached  England. 
In  conference  with  the  British  cabinet  the  mem- 
bers deemed  it  very  desirable,  at  all  events,  to 
effect  the  marriage  of  the  prince  of  Wales  with 
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the  Prussian  princess.  The  main  consideration 
was  that  it  wonhl  tend  to  detach  Prussia  from 
Germany,  and  secure  its  alliance  with  England. 
It  was  also  a  good  Protestant  match,  and  would 
promote  the  interests  of  Protestantism.  The 
king  desired  this  marriage.  But  he  was  inflex- 
ible in  his  resolve  that  both  marriages  should 
take  place  or  neither.  The  Prussian  king  was 
equally  inflexible  in  his  determination  that, 
while  he  would  consent  to  one  marriage,  he 
would  not  consent  to  both.  Colonel  Hotham, 
a  man  of  good  family  and  of  some  personal 
distinction,  was  accordingly  sent,  as  envoy  ex- 
traordinary, to  Berlin  to  make  new  efforts  in 
favor  of  the  double  marriage. 

The  queen  of  Prussia  had  recently  given  birth 
to  another  prince.  She  was  on  a  bed  of  languor. 
The  king  was  somewhat  mollified,  and  was  anx- 
ious to  be  relieved  from  these  protracted  diffi- 
culties. Colonel  Hotham  reached  the  palace 
of  Charlottenburg  on  the  2d  of  A])ril,  1780,  and 
was  graciously  received  by  the  king.    The  next 


day  quite  a  splendid  dinner  was  given  in  honor 
of  the  British  envoy.  All  the  notables  who  sur- 
rounded the  table,  the  English  and  the  Prus- 
sian, in  accordance  with  the  degrading  custom 
of  those  times,  drank  deeply.  Hotham,  in  his 
dispatch,  without  any  apparent  sense  of  shame, 
writes,  "We  all  got  immoderately  drunk." 

The  object  of  colonel  Hotliam's  mission  was 
well  known.  The  cordial  rcce])tion  he  had  met 
from  the  king  indicated  that  his  message  was 
not  an  unwelcome  one  to  his  Prussian  majes- 
ty. In  the  indecent  hilarity  of  the  hour  it  was 
assumed  that  the  marriage  contract  between 
Willielmina  and  the  prince  of  Wales  was  set- 
tled. Brains  addled  with  wine  gave  birth  to 
stupid  jokes  upon  the  subject.  "A  German 
ducat  was  to  be  exchanged  for  an  English  half 
guinea."  At  last,  in  the  semi-delii  iuin  of  their 
intoxication,  one  proposed  as  a  toast,  ''To 
the  health  of  Wilbelmina,  princess  of  Wales." 
The  sentiment  was  received  with  uproarious 
jollity.     Though  all  the  company  were  in  the 


172 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


same  state  of  silly  inebriation,  neither  the  king 
nor  the  British  ministers,  Hotham  and  Dubour- 
gay,  for  a  moment  lost  sight  of  their  settled  pol- 
icy. The  king  remained  firm  in  his  silent  re- 
solve to  consent  only  to  the  marriage  of  Wilhel- 
mina  and  the  prince  of  Wales.  Hotham  and 
Dubourgay  could  not  swerve  from  the  positive 
instructions  which  they  had  received,  to  insist 
upon  both  marriages  or  neither.  Thus,  not- 
withstanding this  bacchanal  jollification,  nei- 
ther party  was  disposed  to  swerve  a  hair's- 
breadth  from  its  fixed  resolve,  and  the  ques- 
tion was  no  nearer  a  settlement  than  before. 

Still,  most  of  the  courtly  carousers  did  not 
comprehend  this.  And  when  the  toast  to  Wil- 
helmina  as  princess  of  Wales  was  received  with 
such  acclaim,  they  supposed  that  all  doubt  was 
at  an  end.  The  news  flew  upon  the  wings  of 
the  wind  to  Berlin.  It  was  late  in  the  after- 
noon of  Monday,  April  30.    Wilhelmina  writes : 

"I  was  sitting  quiet  in  my  apartment,  busy 
with  work,  and  some  one  reading  to  me,  when 
the  queen's  ladies  rushed  in,  with  a  torrent  of 
domestics  in  their  rear,  who  all  bawled  out, 
putting  one  knee  to  the  ground,  that  they  Avere. 
come  to  salute  the  princess  of  Wales.  I  foirly 
believed  these  poor  people  had  lost  their  wits. 
They  would  not  cease  overwhelming  me  with 
noise  and  tumult ;  their  joy  was  so  great  they 
knew  not  what  they  did.  When  the  farce  had 
lasted  some  time  they  told  me  what  had  occurred 
at  the  dinner. 

"  I  was  so  little  moved  by  it  that  I  answered, 
going  on  with  my  work,  '  Is  that  all  ?'  which 
greatly  surprised  them.  A  while  after  my  sis- 
ters and  several  ladies  came  to  congratulate  me. 
I  was  much  loved,  and  I  felt  more  delighted  at 
the  proofs  each  gave  me  of  that  than  at  what 
had  occasioned  their  congratulations.  In  the 
evening  I  went  to  the  queen's.  You  may  read- 
ily conceive  her  joy.  On  my  first  entrance  she 
called  me  her  dear  princess  of  Wales,  and  ad- 
dressed Madam  De  Sonsfeld  as  '  Miladi.'  This 
latter  took  the  liberty  of  iiinting  to  her  that  it 
would  be  better  to  keep  quiet ;  that  the  king, 
having  yet  given  no  notice  of  this  business, 
might  be  provoked  at  such  demonstration,  and 
that  the  least  trifle  could  still  ruin  all  her 
hopes." 

The  king,  upon  his  return  from  Charlotten- 
burg  to  Berlin,  made  no  allusion  whatever  in 
his  family  to  the  matter.  In  the  court,  how- 
ever, it  was  generally  considered  that  the  ques- 
tion, so  far  as  Wilhelmina  was  concerned,  was 
settled.  Hotham  held  daily  interviews  with 
the  king,  and  received  frequent  communications 
from  the  prince  of  Wales,  who  appears  to  have 
been  very  eager  for  the  consummation  of  the 
marriage.  Many  of  these  letters  were  shown 
to  Wilhelmina.  She  was  much  gratified  with 
the  fervor  they  manifested  on  the  part  of  a  lover 
who  had  never  yet  seen  her.  In  one  of  these 
letters  the  prince  says:  "I  conjure  you,  my 
dear  Hotham,  get  these  negotiations  finished. 
I  am  madly  in  love  (^amaure^ix  conane  un  fou\ 
and  my  impatience  is  unequaled." 


The  question  arises,  Why  was  Frederick  Will- 
iam so  averse  to  the  marriage  of  Fritz  with  the 
princess  Amelia?  Probably  the  real  reason 
was  his  rooted  antipathy  to  his  son,  and  his 
consequent  unwillingness  to  do  any  thing  which 
would  promote  his  interests  or  increase  his  in- 
fluence. His  advisers  strengthened  him  in  this 
sentiment.  The  English  were  very  unpopular 
at  Berlin.  Their  assumption  of  superiority 
over  all  other  peoples  was  a  constant  annoy- 
ance. The  Prussian  king  said  to  his  confiden- 
tial friends  : 

"If  the  English  princess  Amelia  come  here 
as  the  bride  of  my  son,  she  will  bring  with  her 
immense  wealth.  Accustomed  to  grandeur, 
she  will  look  contemptuously  upon  our  sim- 
plicity. With  her  money  she  can  dazzle  and 
bribe.  I  hate  my  son.  He  hates  me.  Aided 
by  the  gold  of  England,  my  son  can  get  up  a 
party  antagonistic  to  me.  No !  I  will  never, 
never  consent  to  his  marrying  the  princess 
Amelia.  If  he  is  never  married  it  is  no  mat- 
ter. Fortunately  I  have  other  sons,  and  the 
succession  will  not  be  disturbed."^ 

The  king  had  made  many  efforts  to  force  his 
son  to  surrender  his  rights  of  primogeniture, 
and  to  sign  an  act  renouncing  his  claim  to  the 
succession  of  the  Prussian  throne  in  favor  of 
his  next  brother.  His  only  answer  was,  "De- 
clare my  birth  illegitimate,  and  I  will  give  up 
the  throne."  But  the  king  could  never  con- 
sent to  fix  such  a  stain  upon  the  honor  of  his 
wife. 

And  why  was  George  II.  so  averse  to  the 
single  marriage  of  the  prince  of  Wales  to  Wil- 
helmina? It  is  supposed  that  the  opposition 
arose  simply  from  his  own  mulish  obstiiuicy. 
He  hated  his  brother-in-law  the  Prussian  king. 
He  was  a  weak,  ill-tempered  man ;  and  having 
once  said,  Both  marriages  or  none"  nothing 
could  induce  him  to  swerve  from  that  position. 
In  such  a  difficulty,  with  such  men,  there  could 
be  no  possible  compromise. 

George  II.  was  far  from  popular  in  England. 
There  was  but  little  in  the  man  to  win  either 
afl'ection  or  esteem.  The  prince  of  Wales  was 
also  daily  becoming  more  disliked.  He  was 
assuming  haughty  airs.  He  was  very  profligate, 
and  his  associates  were  mainly  actresses  and 
opera  girls.  The  Prussian  minister  at  London, 
who  was  opposed  to  any  matrimonial  connection 
whatever  between  the  Prussian  and  the  English 
court,  watched  the  prince  of  Wales  very  nar- 
rowly, and  wrote  home  quite  unfavorable  reports 
respecting  his  character  and  conduct.    He  had 


1  The  Prussian  minister  Reichenbach,  at  Loudon, 
wrote  to  M.  Grumkow,  under  date  of  March  14, 1730 : 
"  Reichenbach  tiatters  himself  that  the  king  will  re- 
main firm,  and  not  let  his  enemies  deceive  him.  If 
Grumkow  and  Seckeudorf  have  opportunity  they  may 
tell  his  Prussian  majesty  that  the  whole  design  of  this 
court  is  to  render  his  country  a  province,  dependent 
on  England.  When  once  the  princess  royal  of  En- 
gland shall  be  wedded  to  the  prince  royal  of  Prussia, 
the  English,  by  that  means,  will  form  such  a  party  at 
Berlin  that  they  will  altogether  tie  his  Prussian  ma- 
jesty's hands." 
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searched  out  the  fact  that  Fritz  had  written  to 
his  aunt,  queen  Caroline,  pledging  to  her  his 
word  "never  to  marry  any  body  in  the  world 
except  the  princess  Amelia  of  England,  happen 
what  will."  This  fact  was  reported  to  the  king, 
greatly  exciting  his  wrath. 

To  obviate  the  difficulty  of  the  crown  prince 
becoming  the  head  of  a  party  in  Berlin  antag- 
onistic to  the  king,  the  plan  was  suggested  of 
having  him  appointed,  with  his  English  prin- 
cess, vice-regent  of  Hanover.  But  this  plan 
failed.  Hotham  now  became  quite  discour- 
aged. He  wrote  home,  on  the  22d  of  April, 
that  he  had  that  day  dined  with  the  king  ;  that 
the  crown  prince  was  present,  but  dreadfully 
dejected,  and  that  great  sympathy  was  excited 
in  his  behalf,  as  he  was  so  engaging  and  so 
imiversally  popular.  He  evidently  perceived 
some  indications  of  superiority  in  the  crown 
prince,  for  he  added:  "If  I  am  not  much 
mistaken,  this  young  prince  will  one  day  make 
a  very  considerable  figure." 

After  much  diplomatic  toil  the  ultimatum 
obtained  from  Frederick  William  was  the  ever 
inflexible  answer:  "1.  The  marriage  of  the 
prince  of  Wales  to  Wilhelmina  I  consent  to. 
2.  The  marriage  of  the  crown  prince  Frederick 
with  the  princess  Amelia  must  be  postponed, 
I  hope  it  may  eventually  take  place," 

Hotham,  quite  indignant,  sent  this  dispatch, 
'dated  May  13,  to  London,  including  with  it  a 
very  earnest  letter  from  the  crown  prince  to 
his  uncle,  in  Avhich  Fritz  wrote : 

"The  crown  prince  begs  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty not  to  reject  the  king's  proposals,  what- 
ever they  may  be,  for  his  sister  Wilhelmina's 
sake.  For  though  the  crown  prince  is  de- 
termined to  lose  his  life  sooner  than  marry  any 
body  but  the  princess  Amelia,  yet  if  this  ne- 
gotiation were  broken  off  his  father  would  go 
to  extremities  to  force  him  and  his  sister  into 
other  engagements," 

The  return  mail  brought  back,  under  date 
of  May  22,  the  stereotype  British  ans^wer : 
"Both  marriages  or  none."  Just  before  the 
reception  of  this  reply,  as  colonel  Hotham  was 
upon  the  eve  of  leaving  Berlin,  the  crown 
prince  addressed  to  him,  from  Potsdam,  the 
follow'ing  interesting  letter : 

"  Monsieur, — I  believe  that  it  is  of  the  last 
importance  that  I  should  write  to  you,  and  I 
am  very  sad  to  have  things  to  say  which  I  ought 
to  conceal  from  all  the  earth.  But  one  must 
take  that  bad  leap,  and,  reckoning  you  among 
my  friends,  I  the  more  easily  resolve  to  open 
myself  to  you. 

"The  case  is  this:  I  am  treated  in  an  un- 
heard of  manner  by  the  king  ;  and  I  know  that 
there  are  terrible  things  in  preparation  against 
me  touching  certain  letters  which  I  wM-ote  last 
winter,  of  which  I  believe  you  are  informed. 
In  a  word,  to  speak  frankly  to  you,  the  real, 
secret  reason  why  the  king  will  not  consent  to 
this  marriage  is,  that  he  wishes  to  keep  me  on 
a  low  footing  constantly,  and  to  have  the  pow- 


er of  driving  me  mad  whenever  the  whim  takes 
him,  throughout  his  life.  Thus  he  will  never 
give  his  consent, 

"For  my  own  part,  therefore,  I  believe  it 
would  be  better  to  conclude  my  sister's  mar- 
riage, in  the  first  place,  and  not  even  to  ask 
from  the  king  any  assurance  in  regard  to  mine 
the  rather  as  his  word  has  nothing  to  do  with 
it.  It  is  enough  that  I  here  reiterate  the  prom- 
ises which  I  have  already  made  to  the  king,  mv 
uncle,  never  to  take  another  wife  than  his  sec- 
ond daughter,  the  princess  Amelia.  I  am  a 
person  of  my  word,  and  shall  be  able  to  bring 
about  what  I  set  forth,  provided  that  there  is 
trust  put  in  me.  I  promise  it  to  you.  And 
now  you'  may  give  your  court  notice  of  it,  and 
I  shall  manage  to  keep  my  promise,  I  remain 
yours  always." 

In  June,  1730,  Augustus,  king  of  Poland, 
had  one  of  the  most  magnificent  military  re- 
views of  which  history  gives  any  record.  The 
camp  of  Miihiberg,  as  it  was  called,  was  estab- 
lished upon  an  undulating  field,  twelve  miles 
square,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Elbe,  a  few 
leagues  below  Dresden,  It  is  hardly  too  much 
to  say  that  all  the  beauty  and  chivalry  of  Eu- 
rope were  gathered  upon  that  field.  Fabulous 
amounts  of  money  and  of  labor  were  expended 
to  invest  the  scene  with  the  utmost  sublimity 
of  splendor.  A  military  review  had  great 
charms  for  Frederick  William.  He  attended 
as  one  of  the  most  distinguished  of  the  invited 
guests.  The  crown  prince  accompanied  the 
king,  as  his  father  dared  not  leave  him  be- 
hind. But  Fritz  was  exposed  to  every  morti- 
fication and  every  species  of  ignominy  which 
the  ingenuity  of  this  monster  parent  could  heap 
upon  him. 

In  the  presence  of  monarchs,  of  lords  and 
ladies,  of  the  highest  dignitaries  of  Europe,  the 
young  heir-apparent  to  the  throne  of  Prussia, 
beautiful  in  person,  high-spirited,  and  of  su- 
perior genius,  was  treated  by  his  father  with 
studied  contumely  and  insult.  Every  thing 
was  done  to  expose  him  to  contempt.  He  even 
openly  flogged  the  prince  with  his  ratan.  It 
would  seem  that  the  father  availed  himself  of 
this  opportunity  so  to  torture  the  sensibilities 
of  his  son  as  to  drive  him  to  suicide.  Profess- 
or Ranke  writes : 

"In  that  pleasure  camp  of  Miihiberg,  where 
the  eyes  of  many  strangers  were  directed  to 
him,  the  crown  prince  was  treated  like  a  dis- 
obedient boy,  and  at  one  time  even  with  blows 
to  make  him  feel  that  he  was  such.  The  en- 
raged king,  who  never  weighed  the  conse- 
quences of  his  words,  added  mockery  to  his 
manual  outrage.  'Had  I  been  so  treated,'  he 
said,  'by  my  father  I  would  have  blown  my 
brains  out.  But  this  fellow  has  no  honor.  He 
takes  all  that  comes.'" 

It  would  seem  that  if  ever  there  were  an  ex- 
cuse for  suicide  it  was  to  be  found  here.  But 
what  folly  it  would  have  been  !  Dark  as  these 
days  were,  they  led  the  prince  to  a  crown,  and 
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to  achievements  of  whose  recital  the  world  will 
never  grow  weary.  Fritz,  goaded  to  madness, 
again  adopted  the  desperate  resolve  to  attempt 
an  escape.  A  young  Englishman,  captain  Guy 
Dickens,  secretary  of  the  British  embassador, 
Dubourgay,  had  become  quite  the  intimate 
friend  of  the  crown  prince.  They  conferred 
together  upon  plans  of  escape.  But  the  pre- 
cautions adopted  by  the  father  were  such  that 
no  plan  which  they  could  devise  seemed  feasi- 
ble at  that  time.  Fritz  confided  his  thoughts 
to  his  friend  lieutenant  Keith,  at  Berlin.  It 
is  probable  that  the  suspicions  of  the  king  were 
excited,  for  suddenly  he  sent  lieutenant  Keith 
to  a  garrison  at  Wesel,  at  a  great  distance  from 
Berlin,  in  a  small  Prussian  province  far  down 
the  Rhine.  Tiie  three  had,  however,  concoct- 
ed the  following  plan,  to  be  subsequently  exe- 
cuted. Immediately  after  the  return  from 
Miihlberg  the  king  was  to  undertake  a  long 
journey  to  the  Rhine.  The  crown  prince,  as 
usual,  was  to  be  dragged  along  with  him.  In 
this  journey  they  would  pass  through  Stuttgart, 
within  a  few  miles  of  Strasbourg,  which  was  on  . 
the  French  side  of  the  river.  From  Stuttgart 
the  prince  was  to  escape  in  disguise,  on  fleetest 
horses,  to  Strasbourg,  and  thence  proceed  to 
London.  Colonel  Hotham,  who  had  accom- 
panied the  Prussian  king  to  the  camp  of  Miihl- 
berg, Avas  apprised  of  all  this  by  his  secretary. 
He  immediately  dispatched  the  secretary,  on 
the  IGtli  of  June,  to  convey  the  confidential  in- 
telligence to  London. 

At  the  close  of  these  festivities  at  Miihlberg 
Frederick  William  and  his  suit  took  boat  down 
the  river  Elbe  to  his  hunting  palace  at  Lichten- 
berg.  Here  they  killed,  in  a  grand  hunting 
bout,  a  thousand  animals,  boars  and  deer.  The 
crown  prince,  dishonored  by  insults  which  he 
could  not  revenge,  and  stung  to  the  quick  by 
innumerable  humiliations,  followed,  dejected, 
like  a  guarded  captive,  in  the  train  of  his  fa- 
ther. The  unhappy  prince  had  but  just  re- 
turned to  his  garrison  at  Potsdam,  where  spies 
ever  kept  their  eyes  vigilantly  upon  him,  when 
his  friend,  captain  Guy  Dickens,  brought  him 
the  answer,  returned  from  London,  to  the  con- 
fidential communication  of  the  crown  prince  to 
his  uncle,  tiie  British  king.  The  substance  of 
the  document  was  as  follows  : 

"Mr.  Guy  Dickens  may  give  to  the  prince 
the  assurance  of  the  deep  compassion  which  the 
king  feels  in  view  of  the  sad  condition  in  which 
the  prince  finds  himself,  and  of  the  sincere  desire 
of  his  majesty  to  aid,  by  all  the  means  in  his 
power,  to  extricate  him.  While  waiting  the 
result  of  some  negotiations  now  on  foot,  his 
majesty  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  best 
for  the  prince  to  defer  for  a  time  his  present 
design;  that  the  present  critical  state  of  affairs 
in  Europe  do  not  present  a  favorable  opportuni- 
ty for  the  execution  of  the  contemplated  plan  ; 
that  the  idea  of  retiring  to  France  demands  very 
careful  deliberation  ;  and  that  there  is  not  time 
now  to  ascertain  how  such  a  step  would  be  re- 
garded by  the  French  court,  which  his  majesty 


would  think  to  be  essential  before  he  advise  a 
prince  so  dear  to  him  to  withdraw  to  that  coun- 
try." 

Soon  after  this  colonel  Hotham,  having  re- 
ceived a  gross  insult  from  the  king,  demanded 
his  passports.  The  English  embassador  had 
presented  the  king  with  a  document  from  his 
court.  Frederick  William  angrily  threw  the 
paper  upon  the  floor,  exclaiming,  "I  have  had 
enough  of  those  things  !"  and  turning  upon  his 
heel,  left  the  room.  Colonel  Hotham,  a  high- 
bred English  gentleman,  could  not  brook  such 
an  indignity,  not  only  to  himself,  but  to  his  sov- 
ereign. The  passionate  king  had  scarcely  left 
the  apartment  before  he  perceived  the  impolicy 
of  his  conduct.  He  tried  to  make  amends. 
But  colonel  Hotham,  justly  regarding  it  as  an 
insult  to  his  court,  persisted  in  demanding  his 
passports,  and  returned  to  London,  The  crown 
prince  in  vain  begged  colonel  Hotham  to  re- 
main. Very  properly  he  replied  that  the  in- 
civility was  addressed  to  his  king,  and  that  it 
Avas  for  him  only  to  judge  what  satisfaction  was 
due  for  the  indignity  offered. 

All  negotiation  in  reference  to  the  marriages 
was  now  apparently  at  an  end.  Lieutenant 
Katte  remained  at  Potsdam.  In  the  absence 
of  lieutenant  Keith  he  became  more  than  ever 
the  friend  and  confidant  of  the  crown  prince. 
-Wilhelmina,  aware  of  the  dissipated  character 
of  Katte,  mourned  over  this  intimacy.  Th6 
king  was  very  much  annoyed  by  the  blunder  of 
which  he  himself  had  been  guilty  in  insulting 
the  court  of  England  in  the  person  of  its  em- 
bassador. He  declared,  in  his  vexation,  that 
he  would  never  again  treat  in  person  with  a 
foreign  minister ;  that  his  hot  temper  rendered 
it  unsafe  for  him  to  do  so.  He  informed  Wilhel- 
mina that  the  question  of  her  marriage  with 
the  prince  of  Wales  was  now  settled  forever ; 
and  that  as  she  declined  taking  the  duke  of 
Weissenfels  for  a  husband,  she  might  prepare 
to  retire  to  the  abbey  of  Hereford,  a  kind  of 
Protestant  nunnery  for  ladies  of  quality  who, 
for  any  reason,  wished  to  be  buried  from  the 
world.  He  mercilessly  resolved  to  make  her 
the  abbess  of  this  institution.  This  living  bur- 
ial was  almost  the  last  situation  to  suit  the 
taste  of  Wilhelmina.  The  king  was  in  the 
worst  possible  humor,  "fie  bullies  and  out-  ' 
rages  his  poor  crown  prince  almost  worse  than 
ever.  There  have  been  ratan  showers  hideous 
to  think  of,  descending  this  very  week  (July, 
1730)  on  the  fine  head  and  far  into  the  high 
heart  of  a  royal  young  man,  Avho  can  not  in 
the  name  of  manhood  endure,  and  must  not  in 
the  name  of  sonhood  resist,  and  vainly  calls  to 
all  the  gods  to  teach  him  what  he  shall  do  in 
this  intolerable,  inextricable  state  of  affairs. '"-^ 

As  soon  as  Hotham  had  left  Berlin  the  croAvn 
prince  held  a  secret  midnight  interview  with 
captain  Dickens  and  lieutenant  Katte,  to  de- 
vise some  new  plan  of  es.cape  during  the  journey 
to  the  Rhine,  which  was  to. commence  in  a  few 
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days.  He  made  arrangements  to  leave  all  his 
private  papers  witli  Katte,  provided  himself 
with  a  large  gray  over-coat  as  a  partial  dis- 
guise, and,  with  much  ditiiculty,  obtained  about 
a  thousand  ducats  to  defray  his  expenses. 
Lieutenant  Keith  was  at  Wesel.  He  Avas  writ- 
ten to,  with  the  utmost  secrecy,  as  he  might 
be  able  to  render  efficient  aid,  could  the  crown 
prince  reach  him. 

On  Saturday,  the  15th  of  July,  1730,  the  king, 
with  a  small  train  which  really  guarded  Fritz, 
set  out  at  an  early  hour  from  Potsdam,  on  this 
memorable  journey.  Three  reliable  officers  of 
the  kiug  occupied  the  same  carriage  with  Fritz, 
with  orders  to  keep  a  strict  watch  over  him  and 
never  to  leave  him  alone.  Thus,  throughout 
the  journey,  one  of  his  guards  sat  by  his  side, 
and  the  other  two  on  the  seat  facing  him.  The 
king  was  not  a  luxurious  traveler.  He  seemed 
to  covet  hardship  and  fatigue.  Post-horses 


were  provided  all  along  the  route.  The  me- 
teoric train  rushed  along,  scarcely  slop])ing  for 
food  or  sleep,  but  occasionally  delayed  by  busi- 
ness of  ins]>ection,  until  it  reached  Anspach, 
where  the  king's  beautiful  daughter,  then  but 
sixteen  years  of  age,  resided  with  her  uncon- 
genial husband.  Here  the  crown  prince  had 
some  hope  of  escape.  He  endeavored  to  i)er- 
suade  his  brother-in-law,  the  young  marquis  of 
Anspach,  to  lend  him  a  pair  of  saddle-horses, 
and  to  say  nothing  about  it.  But  the  character- 
less young  man,  suspecting  his  brother,  and 
dreading  the  wrath  of  his  terrible  father-in-law, 
refused,  with  many  [)rotestations  of  good-will. 

When  near  Augsburg  Fritz  wrote  a  letter  to 
lieutenant  Katte,  stating  that  he  should  em- 
brace the  first  opportunity  to  escape  to  the 
Hague  ;  that  th  ere  he  should  assume  the  name 
of  the  count  of  Alberville.  He  wished  Katte 
to  join  him  there,  and  to  bring  with  him  the 
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over-coat  and  the  one  thousand  ducats  which 
he  had  left  in  his  hands.  On  Thursday,  Au- 
gust 3,  the  royal  party  reached  the  little  ham- 
let of  Steinfurth,  not  far  from  the  Rhine.  Here, 
as  was  not  nnfrequently  the  case,  they  slept  in 
barns,  caicniily  swept  and  prepared  for  them. 
The  usual  hour  of  starting  was  three  o'clock  in 
the  morning. 

Just  after  midnight  the  prince,  seeing  his  as- 
sociates soundly  asleep,  cautiously  rose,  dressed, 
and  crept  out  into  the  open  air.  He  had  se- 
cretly made  arrangements  with  his  valet,  a 
brother  of  lieutenant  Keith,  to  meet  him  with 
some  horses  on  the  village  green.  He  reached 
the  green.  His  valet  soon  appeared  with  the 
horses.  Just  at  that  moment  one  of  his  guard, 
Rochow,  who  had  been  aroused  by  a  servant 
whom  he  had  left  secretly  on  the  watch,  came 
forward  through  the  gloom  of  the  night,  and 
sternly  addressing  Keith,  inquired,  "  Sirrah, 
what  are  you  doing  with  those  horses  ?"  With 
much  self-possession  Keith  replied,  "I  am  get- 
ting the  horses  ready  for  the  hour  of  starting." 
"His  majesty,"  Rochow  replied,  "docs  not 
start  till  five  o'clock.  Take  the  horses  directly 
bark  to  the  stable." 

Keith,  trembling  in  every  limb,  returned  to 
the  stable.  Though  Rochow  pretended  not  to 
suspect  any  attempt  at  escape,  it  was  manifest- 
ly pretense  only.  The  prince  had  provided 
himself  with  a  red  over-coat  as  a  disguise  to  his- 
uniform,  the  gray  one  having  been  left  with 
Katte  at  Potsdam.  As  Fritz  Avas  returning  to 
the  barn  with  Rochow,  wearing  this  suspicious 
garment,  they  met  the  minister  Seckendorf, 
whom  Fritz  and  his  mother  thoroughly  hated 
as  one  of  the  counselors  of  the  king.  Very 
coolly  and  cuttingly  Rochow  inquired  of  Seck- 
endorf, "  How  do  you  like  his  royal  highness  in 
the  red  over-coat  ?"  It  was  a  desperate  game 
these  men  were  playing;  for  should  the  king 
suddenly  die,  Fritz  would  surely  inherit  the 
crown,  and  they  would  be  entirely  at  his  mercy. 
All  hope  of  escape  seemed  now  to  vanish,  and 
the  prince  was  quite  in  despair. 

The  king  was  doubtless  informed  of  all  that 
had  occurred.  They  reached  Manlieim  the  next 
night.  Keith  was  so  terrified,  fearing  that  his 
life  Avould  be  the  penalty,  that  he  there  threw 
himself  upon  his  knees  before  the  king,  confess- 
ing all,  and  imploring  pardon.  The  king,  in 
tones  of  intense  agitation,  informed  the  vigil- 
ance trio  that  death  would  be  their  inevitable 
doom  if  they  allowed  the  prince  to  escape. 
Thus  far  the  prince  had  been  nominally  free. 
Those  who  occupied  the  carriage  with  him — 
Rochow,  Waldau,  and  Buddenbrock — had  as- 
sumed to  be  merely  his  traveling  companions. 
Their  office  of  guardship  had  been  scrupulously 
concealed.  But  henceforth  he  was  regarded  and 
treated  as  a  culprit  in  the  custody  of  his  jailers. 

The  king,  smothering  his  wrath,  did  not  im- 
mediately seek  an  interview  with  his  son.  But 
the  next  day,  encountering  him,  he  said,  sar- 
casticall3\  "Ah,  you  are  still  here,  then;  I 
thought  that  by  this  time  you  would  have  been 


in  Paris."  The  prince,  somewhat  emboldened 
by  despair,  ventured  to  reply,  "I  certainly 
could  have  been  there  had  I  wished  it." 

At  Frankfort-on-the-Mayn  the  party  were  to 
take  boats  to  descend  the  river.  The  prince 
was  informed  that  the  king  had  given  express 
orders  that  he  should  not  be  permitted  to  enter 
the  town,  but  that  he  should  be  conducted  im- 
mediately to  one  of  the  royal  yachts.  Here  the 
king  received  an  intercepted  letter  from  the 
crown  prince  to  lieutenant  Katte.  Boiling 
with  indignation  he  stalked  on  board  the  yacht, 
and  assailed  his  captive  son  in  the  coarsest  and 
most  violent  language  of  abuse.  In  the  frenzy 
of  his  passion  he  seized  Fritz  by  the  collar, 
shook  him,  hustled  him  about,  tore  out  hand- 
fuls  of  hair,  and  thrust  his  cane  into  his  face, 
causing  the  blood  to  gush  from  his  nose.  "  Nev- 
er before,"  exclaimed  the  unhappy  prince,  pa- 
theticallv,  "did  a  Brandenburg  face  suffer  the 
like  of  this." 

The  king  then,  ha-^'ing  ordered  his  guard  to 
watch  him  with  the  utmost  vigilance,  assuring 
them  that  their  heads  should  answer  for  it  if 
they  allowed  him  to  escape,  sent  his  son  to  an- 
other boat.  He  was  prevailed  upon  to  do  so, 
as  no  one  could  tell  to  what  length  the  king's 
ungovernable  passions  might  lead  him. 

The  royal  yachts  glided  down  the  Mayn  to 
the  Rhine,  and  thence  down  the  Rhine  to  We- 
sel.  Probably  a  heavier  heart  than  that  of  the 
prince  never  floated  upon  that  world-renowned 
stream.  Lost  in  painful  musings,  he  had  no 
eye  to  gaze  upon  the  picturesque  scenes  of 
mountain, forest,  castle,  and  ruinsf  through  which 
they  were  gliding.  At  Bonn  he  had  an  inter- 
view with  Seckendorf,  whose  influence  was  great 
with  his  father,  and  whom  he  hoped  to  interest 
in  his  favor.    To  him  he  said  : 

"I  intended  to  have  escaped  at  Steinfurth. 
I  can  not  endure  the  treatment  Avhich  I  receive 
from  my  father — his  abuse  and  blows.  I  should 
have  escaped  long  ago,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
condition  in 'which  I  should  have  thus  left  my 
mother  and  sister.  I  am  so  miserable  that  I 
care  but  little  for  my  own  life.  My  great  anx- 
iety is  for  those  officers  who  have  been  my 
friends,  and  who  are  implicated  in  my  attempts. 
If  the  king  will  promise  to  pardon  them,  I  will 
make  a  full  confession  of  every  thing.  If  you 
can  help  me  in  these  difficulties,  I  shall  be  for- 
ever grateful  to  you." 

It  is  probable  that  even  Seckendorf  was  some- 
what moved  by  this  pathetic  appeal.  Fritz  suc- 
ceeded in  sending  a  letter  to  the  post-office  ad- 
dressed to  lieutenant  Keith  at  Wesel,  contain- 
ing simply  the  words,  ''^  Sauvez  vous ;  tout  est 
deccmvert'"'  (Save  yourself;  all  is  found  out). 
Keith  received  the  letter  but  an  hour  or  so  be- 
fore a  colonel  of  gens  d'armes  arrived  to  arrest 
him.  Seckendorf  had  an  interview  with  the 
king,  and  seems  to  have  endeavored  to  miti- 
gate his  wTath.  He  assured  the  infuriate  mon- 
arch of  his  son's  repentance,  and  of  his  readi- 
ness to  make  a  full  confession  if  his  father  would 
spare  those  who  had  been  led  by  their  sympa- 
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thies  to  befriend  him.  The  unrelenting  father 
received  this  message  very  sullenly,  saying  that 
he  had  no  faith  that  his  son  would  make  an 
honest  confession,  but  that  he  would  see  what 
he  had  to  say  for  himself. 

At*Geldern,  when  within  a  few  miles  of  We- 
sel,  the  king's  wrath  flamed  up  anew  as  he 
learned  that  lieutenant  Keith  had  escaped. 
The  imperiled  young  officer,  warned  of  his  dan- 
ger, had  saddled  his  horse  as  if  for  an  evening 
ride  in  the  country.  He  passed  out  at  one  of 
the  gates  of  the  city,  and  riding  gently  till 
darkness  came,  he  put  spurs  to  his  horse  and 
escaped  to  the  Hague,  Here,  through  the 
friendly  offices  of  lord  Chesterfield,  the  British 
embassador,  he  embarked  for  England.  The 
authorities  there  received  him  kindly,  and  he 
entered  the  British  army.  For  ten  years  he 
was  heard  of  no  more.  The  king  dispatched 
officers  in  pursuit  of  the  fugitive,  and  redoubled 
the  vigilance  with  which  Fritz  was  guarded. 
Vol.  XL.— No.  236.— 13 


Upon  the  king's  arrival  atWesel  he  ordered 
his  culprit  son  to  be  brought  on  shore  and  to 
be  arraigned  before  him.  It  was  Saturday 
evening,  August  12,  1730.  A  terrible  scene 
ensued.  The  despairing  crown  prince,  tort- 
ured by  injustice,  was  not  disposed  to  humble 
himself  before  his  father.  Receiving  no  assur- 
ance that  his  friends  would  be  pardoned,  he 
evaded  all  attempts  to  extort  from  him  confes- 
sions which  would  implicate  them.  General 
Mosel  alone  was  present  at  this  examination. 

"Why,"  asked  the  king,  furiously,  "did  you 
attempt  to  desert?" 

"I  wished  to  escape,"  the  prince  boldly  re- 
plied, "because  you  did  not  treat  me  like  a 
son,  but  like  an  abject  slave." 

"You  are  a  cowardly  deserter,"  the  father 
exclaimed,  "devoid  of  all  feelings  of  honor." 

"I  have  as  much  honor  as  you  have,"  the 
son  replied  ;  "  and  I  have  only  done  that  which 
I  have  heard  you  say  a  hundred  times  you 
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would  have  done  yourself  hud  you  been  treated 
as  I  have  been." 

The  wrath  of  the  king  was  now  ungoverna- 
ble. He  drew  his  sword,  threatening  to  thrust 
it  through  the  heart  of  his  son,  and  seemed  upon 
the  point  of  doing  so,  Avhen  general  Mosel  threw 
himself  before  the  king,  exclaiming,  "  Sire,  you 
may  kill  me,  but  spare  your  son."' 

The  prince  Avas  withdraAvn,  and  placed  in  a 
room  where  two  sentries  watched  over  him 
with  fixed  bayonets.  The  king  malignantly 
assumed  that  the  ])rince,  being  a  colonel  in  the 
army  and  attempting  to  escape,  was  a  deserte?^, 
whose  merited  doom  was  death.  General  Mo- 
sel urged  the  king  not  to  see  his  son  again,  as 
his  presence  was  sure  to  inflame  his  anger  to 
so  alarming  a  pitch.  The  father  did  not  again 
see  him  for  a  year  and  three  days. 

A  stern  military  commission  was,  however, 
appointed  to  interrogate  the  prince  from  ques- 
tions drawn  up  by  the  king.  The  examination 
took  place  the  next  day.  The  prince  confessed 
that  it  was  his  intention  to  cross  the  Rhine  at 
the  nearest  point,  and  to  repair  to  Strasbourg,  in 
France.  There  he  intended  to  enlist  incog- 
nito, as  a  volunteer  in  the  French  army.  He 
refused  to  tell  how  he  obtained  his  money,  or 
to  make  any  revelations  which  would  implicate 
his  friends  Katte  and  Keith. 

As  this  re))ort  was  made  to  the  king  he  ex- 
claimed, angrily:  "Let  him  lie  in  ward,  then, 
and  await  the  doom  which  the  laws  adjudge  to 
him.  He  is  my  colonel.  He  has  attempted  to 
desert.  He  has  endeavored  to  induce  others 
to  desert  with  him.  The  law  speaks  plainly 
enough  as  to  the  penalty  for  such  crimes." 

In  the  mean  time  the  queen  and  Wilhel- 
mina,  at  Berlin,  unconscious  of  the  dreadful  tid- 
ings they  were  soon  to  receive,  were  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  absence  of  the  king  in  seeking 
a  few  hours  of  social  enjoyment.  They  gave  a 
ball  at  the  pretty  little  palace  of  Monbijou,  on 
the  banks  of  the  Spree,  a  short  distance  out 
from  Berlin.  In  the  midst  of  the  entertain- 
ment the  queen  received,  by  a  courier,  the  fol- 
lowing dispatch  from  Frederick  William  : 

"I  have  arrested  the  rascal  Fritz.  I  shall 
treat  him  as  his  crime  and  his  cowardice  merit. 
He  has  dishonored  me  and  all  my  family.  So 
great  a  wretch  is  no  longer  worthy  to  live." 

Wilhelmina,  in  the  following  graphic  narra- 
tive, describes  the  scene:  "Mamma  had  given 
a  ball  in  honor  of  papa's  birthday.  We  re- 
commenced the  ball  after  si;pper.  For  six 
years  I  had  not  danced  before.  It  was  new 
fruit,  and  I  took  my  fill  of  it,  without  heeding 
much  what  was  passing.  Madam  Bulow,  who 
Avith  others,  had  worn  long  faces  all  night, 
pleading  illness  when  one  noticed  it,  said  to  me 
several  times : 

"  '  It  is  late.    I  wish  you  had  done.' 

"'Oh  dear  me  I'  I  exclaimed;  'do  let  me 
have  enough  of  dancing  this  one  new  time.  It 
may  be  long  before  it  comes  again.' 
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"  She  returned  to  me  an  hour  after,  and  said, 
Avith  a  vexed  air:  'Will  you  end,  then?  You 
are  so  engaged  you  haAC  eyes  for  nothing.' 

"I  replied:  'You  are  in  such  a  humor  I 
know  not  Avhat  to  make  of  it.' 

"'Look  at  the  queen,  then,'  she  added, 
'and  you  Avill  cease  to  reproach  me.' 

"A  glance  Avhich  I  gave  that  Avay  filled  me 
Avith  terror.  There  sat  the  queen,  in  a  corner 
of  the  room,  paler  than  death,  in  Ioav  con- 
ference Avith  Madam  Sonsfeld  and  countess 
Finckenstein.  As  my  brother  Avas  most  in  mv 
anxieties,  I  asked  if  it  concerned  him.  Mad- 
am BuloAv  shrugged  her  shoulders,  answering, 
'I  do  not  knoAv  at  all.'  " 

They  repaired  to  the  carriage,  Avhich  Avas 
immediately  ordered.  Not  a  Avord  Avas  s])oken 
until  they  reached  the  palace.  Wilhelmina  did 
not  venture  to  ask  any  questions.  Fearing  that 
her  brother  Avas  dead,  she  was  in  terrible  trepi- 
dation. Having  arrived  at  the  palace.  Madam 
Sonsfeld  informed  her  of  the  contents  of  the 
dispatch. 

The  next  morning  they  learned  that  lieuten- 
ant Katte  had  been  arrested.  All  the  private 
papers  of  Fritz  Avere  left,  under  Katte's  charge, 
in  a  small  Avriting-desk.  These  letters  Avould 
implicate  both  the  mother  and  the  daughter. 
They  Avere  terror-stricken.  Count  Fincken- 
stein, Avho  Avas  in  high  authority,  Avas  their 
friend.  Through  him,  by  the  aid  of  Madam 
Finckenstein,  they  obtained  the  desk.  It  Avas 
locked  iind  sealed.  De?])air  stimulated  their 
ingenuity.  They  succeeded  in  getting  the  let- 
ters. To  destroy  them  and  leave  nothing  in 
their  place  Avould  only  rouse  to  greater  fury 
the  suspicion  and  rage  of  the  king.  The  let- 
ters Avere  taken  out  and  burned.  The  queen 
and  Wilhelmina  immediately  set  to  Avork  Avrit- 
ing  ncAv  ones,  of  a  very  difierent  character, 
Avith  Avhich  to  replace  them.  For  three  days 
they  thus  labored  almost  incessantly,  writing 
betAveen  six  and  seven  himdred  letters.  They 
Avere  so  careful  to  avoid  any  thing  Avhich  might 
lead  to  detection  that  paper  Avas  employed  for 
each  letter  bearing  the  date  of  the  year  in 
Avhich  the  letter  Avas  supposed  to  be  Avritten. 
"Fancy  the  mood,"  Avrites  Carlyle,  "of  these 
tAvo  royal  Avomen,  and  the  black  Avhirhvind  they 
Avere  in.  Wilhelmina's  dispatch  Avas  incredi- 
ble. Pen  Avent  at  the  gallop  night  and*  day. 
NcAv  letters  of  old  date  and  of  no  meaning  are 
got  into  the  desk  again,  the  desk  closed  Avith- 
out  mark  of  injury,  and  shoved  aside  Avhile  it  is 
vet  time." 

Wesel  was  the  fortress  of  a  small  province 
belonging  to  Prussia,  on  the  Rhine,  many  leagues 
from  Berlin.  The  intervening  territory  be- 
longed to  Hanover  and  Hesse  Cassel.  The 
king  ordered  his  captive  son  to  be  taken,  un- 
der a  strong  guard,  by  circuitous  roads,  so  as 
not  to  attract  attention,  to  the  castle  of  Mitten- 
Avalde,  near  Berlin.  The  king  then  started  for 
home,  probably  as  wretched  as  he  was  making 
every  body  about  him.  After* a  very  rapid 
journey  he  reached  Berlin  late  in  the  after- 
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noon  of  Sunday,  the  27th  of  August,  1730. 
It  was  the  evening  after  the  fabrication  of  the 
letters  had  been  completed.  We  give,  from 
the  graphic  pen  of  Wilhelmina,  the  account  of 
the  king's  first  interview  with  his  family : 

"The  queen  was  alone,  in  his  majesty's 
apartment,  waiting  for  him  as  he  approached. 
As  soon  as  he  saw  her  at  the  end  of  the  suite 
of  rooms,  and  long  before  he  arrived  in  the  one 
where  she  was,  he  cried  out: 

"  '  Your  unworthy  son  has  at  last  ended  him- 
self.   You  have  done  with  him.' 

"  '  What,'  cried  the  queen,  'have you  had  the 
barbarity  to  kill  him  ?' 

"  'Yes,  I  tell  you,'  the  king  replied ;  'but  1 
must  have  his  writing-case.'  For  he  had  al- 
ready informed  himself  that  it  was  in  the 
queen's  possession. 

"  The  queen  Avent  to  her  own  apartment  to 
fetch  it.  I  ran  in  to  her  there  for  a  moment. 
She  was  out  of  lier  senses,  wringing  her  hands, 
crying  incessantly,  and  exclaiming,  '  O  God,  my 
son,  my  son  !'  Breath  failed  me.  I  fell  faint- 
ing into  the  arms  of  Madam  Sonsfeld.  The 


queen  took  the  writing-desk  to  the  king.  He 
immediately  broke  it  open  and  tore  out  the  let- 
ters, with  which  he  went  ayvay.  The  queen 
came  back  to  us.  We  were  comforted  by  the 
assurance,  from  some  of  the  attendants,  that 
my  brother  at  least  was  not  dead. 

"  Pretty  soon  the  king  came  back,  and  we, 
his  children,  ran  to  pay  our  respects  to  him,  by 
kissing  his  hands.  But  he  no  sooner  noticed 
me  tha||  rage  and  fury  took  possession  of  him. 
He  became  black  in  the  face,  his  eyes  sparkling 
fire,  his  mouth  foaming.  '  Infamous  wretch,' 
said  he,  '  dare  you  shew  yourself  before  me ! 
Go  and  keep  your  scoundrel  brother  company.' 

"So  saying  he  seized  me  with  one  hand, 
striking  me  several  blows  in  the  face  with 
tlie  other  fist.  One  of  the  blows  struck  me 
on  the  temple,  so  tliat  I  fell  back,  and  should 
have  split  my  head  against  a  corner  of  the  wain- 
scot had  not  Madam  Sonsfeld  caught  me  by  the 
head-dress  and  broken  the  fall.  I  lay  on  the 
floor  without  consciousness.  The  king,  in  his 
frenzy,  proceeded  to  kick  me  out  of  a  window 
which  opened  to  the  floor.     The  queen,  my 
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sisters,  and  the  rest,  ran  between,  preventing 
him.  They  all  ranged  themselves  around  me, 
which  gave  Mesdames  De  Kameche  and  Sons- 
feld  time  to  pick  me  up.  They  put  me  in  a 
chair  in  an  embrasure  of  a  window.  Madam 
Sonsfeld  supported  my  head,  which  was  wound- 
ed and  swollen  with  the  blows  I  had  received. 
They  threw  water  upon  my  face  to  bring  me  to 
life,  which  care  I  lamentably  reproached  them 
with,  death  being  a  thousand  times  better  in 
the  pass  things  had  come  to.  The  queen  was 
shrieking.  Her  firmness  had  entirely  aban- 
doned her.  She  ran  wildly  about  the  room, 
wringing  her  hands  in  despair.  My  brmhers 
and  sisters,  of  whom  the  youngest  was  not  more 
than  four  years  old,  were  on  their  knees  begging 
for  me.  The  king's  face  was  so  disfigured  with 
rage  that  it  was  frightful  to  look  upon. 

"The  king  now  admitted  that  my  brother  was 
still  alive,  but  vowed  horribly  that  he  would  put 
him  to  death,  and  lay  me  fast  within  four  walls 
for  the  rest  of  my  life.  He  accused  me  of  being 
the  prince's  accomplice,  whose  crime  was  high 
treason.  'I  hope  now,'  he  said,  'to  have  evi- 
dence enough  to  convict  the  rascal  Fritz  and 


the  wretch  Wilhelmina,  and  to  cut  their  heads 
off.  As  for  Fritz,  he  will  always,  if  he  lives,  be 
a  worthless  fellow.  I  have  three  other  sons,  who 
will  all  turn  out  better  than  he  has  done.' 

"  '  Oh,  spare  my  brother,'  I  cried,  '  and  I  will 
marry  the  duke  of  Weissenfels.'  But  in  the 
great  noise  he  did  not  hear  me.  And  while 
I  strove  to  repeat  it  louder.  Madam  Sonsfeld 
clapped  her  handkerchief  on  my  mouth.  Push- 
ing aside  to  get  rid  of  the  handkerchief,  I  saw 
Katte  crossing  the  square.  Four  soldiers  were 
conducting  him  to  the  king.  My  brother's  trunks 
and  his  were  following  in  the  rear.  Pale  and 
downcast,  he  took  off  his  hat  to  salute  me.  He 
fell  at  the  king's  feet  imploring  pardon." 

The  king  kicked  him  and  struck  him  several 
heavy  blows  with  his  cane.  He  was  hit  repeat- 
edly in  the  face,  and  blood  gushed  from  the 
Avounds.  With  his  own  hands  the  king  tore 
from  Katte's  breast  the  cross  of  the  order  of 
Saint  John.  After  this.., disgraceful  scene  the 
interrogatory  commenceiS.  Katte  confessed  all 
the  circumstances  of  the  prince's  intended  es- 
cape, but  denied  that  there  had  been  any  de- 
sign against  the  king  or  the  state.    His  own 
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and  the  prince's  letters  were  examined,  but  no- 
thing was  found  in  them  to  crimirfate  either. 
Katte  was  then  remanded  to  prison.  Wilhel- 
mina,  after  receiving  the  grossest  possible  in- 
sults from  her  father,  who  accused  her,  in  coars- 
est terms,  of  being  the  paramour  of  lieutenant 
Katte,  was  ordered  to  her  room.  Two  sentries 
were  placed  at  her  <loor,  and  directions  were 
given  that  she  should  be  fed  only  on  prison  fare. 

"Tell  your  unworthy  daughter,"  said  the 
king  to  the  queen,  "that  her  room  is  to  be 
her  prison.  I  shall  give  orders  to  have  the 
guard  there  doubled.  I  shall  have  her  exam- 
ined in  the  most  rigorous  manner,  and  will 
afterward  have  her  removed  to  some  fit  place, 
where  she  may  repent  of  her  crimes." 


The  whole  city  of  Berlin  was  agitated  by  the 
rumor  of  these  events.  The  violent  scene  in 
the  palace  had  taken  place  in  an  apartment  on 
the  ground-floor.  The  loud  and  angry  tones 
of  the  king,  the  shrieks  of  the  queen,  the  cries 
of  the  children,  the  general  clamor,  had  so  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  the  passers-by  that  a 
large  crowd  had  assembled  before  the  win- 
dows. It  was  necessary  to  call  out  the  guard 
to  disperse  them.  Difficult  as  it  was  to  exag- 
gerate outrages  so  infamous,  still  they  were 
exaggerated.  The  report  went  to  all  for- 
eign courts  that  the  king,  in  his  imgovcrn- 
able  rage,  had  knocked  down  the  princess 
Wilhelmina  and  trampled  her  to  death  beneath 
his  feet. 
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OLD  residents  of  Washington,  when  spoken 
to  about  the  efforts  making  to  remove 
the  Seat  of  Government,  say,  "Oh,  that  is  no- 
thing ;  we  are  used  to  it ;  we  have  heard  that 
all  our  lives."  A  review  of  the  struggle  does 
show  that  it  dates  back  to  the  foundation  of 
the  city.    Its  phases  are,  moreover,  full  of  in- 


terest as  local  history,  and  from  the  glimpses 
which  they  give  of  the  character  and  anticipa- 
tions of  our  forefathers. 

In  the  Convention  which  framed  the  present 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  at  Phila- 
delpliia,  on  Wednesday,  r>th  September,  1787, 
Mr.  Briarly,  from  the  committee  of  eleven. 
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made  a  report,  a  part  of  which  reads  as  fol- 
lows : 

"4.  Immediately  after  the  last  clause  of  Sec- 
tion ] ,  Article  7,  insert,  '  To  exercise  exclusive 
legislation  in  all  cases  whatsoever  over  such  dis- 
trict not  exceeding  ten  miles  square,  as  may,  by 
cession  of  particular  States,  and  the  acceptance 
of  the  Legislature,  become  the  seat  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States ;  and  to  exercise 
like  authority  over  all  places  purchased  for  the 
erection  of  forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  dock- 
yards, and  other  needful  buildings.'  " 

The  foregoing  quotation  is  from  the  notes 
of  Mr.  Madison,  who  states  further:  "  So  much 
of  the  fourth  clause  as  related  to  the  seat  of 
Government  was  adopted,  nem.  con.'"  —  no  one 
contradicting,  or  without  debate.  It  accord- 
ingly became  part  of  the  eighth  section  of  the 
first  article  of  the  Constitution,  and  is  all  which 
that  instrument  contains  upon  the  subject. 
Hence  in  this  shape  it  passed  to  the  first  Con- 
gress, which  met  at  New  York  citv,  on  the  4th 
of  March,  1789. 

The  Legislatures  of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland, 
and  Virginia,  which  States  comprised  the  entire 
area  within  which  it  was  thought  the  Capital 
could  be  located,  had  each  meanwhile  passed 
laws  transferring  to  the  United  States  exclusive 
jurisdiction  over  any  district  within  their  re- 
spective States  which  Congress  might  choose 
for  the  seat  of  Government. 

On  the  3d  of  September,  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  Mr.  Scott,  of  Pennsylvania, 
moved  : 

"That  a  permanent  residence  ought  to  be 
fixed  for  the  General  Government  of  the  United 
States  at  some  convenient  place,  as  near  the  cen- 
tre of  wealth,  population,  and  extent  of  territory 
as  may  be  consistent  with  convenience  to  the 
navigation  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  having 
due  regard  to  the  particular  situation  of  the 
Western  country." 

The  House  at  once  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  upon  this  motion.  Mr.  Goodhue, 
of  Massachusetts,  introduced  the  following  : 

'"''Resolved,  That  the  permanent  seat  of  the 
General  Government  ought  to  be  in  some  con- 
venient place  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river  Sus- 
quehanna, in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania ;  and 
that  until  the  necessary  buildings  be  erected  for 
the  purpose,  the  seat  of  Government  ought  to 
continue  at  the  city  of  New  York. " 

Mr.  Lee,  of  Virginia,  introduced  the  follow- 
ing: 

"  Resohed,  That  a  place,  as  nearly  central  as 
a  convenient  communication  with  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  and  an  easy  access  to  the  Yv^estern  ter- 
ritory will  permit,  ought  to  be  selected  and  estab- 
lished as  the  permanent  seat  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States." 

This  "place  as  nearly  central"  meant  upon 
the  banks  of  the  Potomac ;  and  it  was  so  un- 
derstood, and  pitted  against  the  former  j)ropo- 
sition  for  the  Susquehanna.  The  Eastern  mem- 
bers of  the  House  were  agreed  on  the  Susque- 
hanna ;  the  Southern  members  were  agreed  on 


the  Potomac.  The  two  localities  were  rivals 
for  the  sec^md  choice  of  the  remaining  mem- 
bers, whose  first  choice  would  perhaps  have 
been  for  Philadelphia.  The  debate  was  vigor- 
ous and  interesting. 

Mr.  Sedgwick,  of  Massachusetts,  declared 
"It  is  the  opinion  of  all  the  Eastern  States  that 
the  climate  of  the  Potomac  is  not  only  un- 
healthy, but  destructive  to  Northern  constitu- 
tions." He  thought  "the  centre  and  influence 
of  government  ought  to  incline  to  Northern  in- 
terests and  a  poor  soil,  because  such  parts  are 
the  nurseries  of  soldiers  and  sailors,  and  the 
sources  of  that  energy  which  is  the  best  securi- 
ty of  the  Government." 

Mr.  Wadsworth,  of  Connecticut,  "  did  not 
dare  to  go  to  the  Potomac.  He  feared  that 
the  w'hole  of  New  England  would  consider  the 
Union  as  destroyed." 

Mr,  Ames,  of  Massachusetts,  said:  "The 
Susquehanna  is  the  centre  of  common  conven- 
ience West  of  the  Ohio  is  almost  an  un- 

measurable  wilderness.  Gentlemen  will  par- 
don me  if  I  think  it  perfectly  romantic  to  make 
this  decision  depend  upon  that  circumstance 

 It  would  give  me  no  uneasiness  to  think 

tlftit  a  iiundred  years  hence  it  would  be  liable 
to  be  removed." 

Mr.  Vining,  of  Delaware,  said :  "  I  declare 
that  I  look  on  the  Western  territory  from  an 
awful  and  striking  point  of  view.    To  that  re- 
gion the  unpolished  sons  of  the  earth  are  flow- 
ing from  all  quarters ;  men  to  whom  the  pro- 
tection of  the  laws  and  the  controlling  force  of 
the  Government  are  equally  necessary.  Erom 
I  this  great  consideration,  I  conclude  that  the 
!  banks  of  the  Potomac  is  the  proper  station," 
I     Mr.  Stone,  of  Maryland,  said:   "Now  the 
j  Potomac,  as  I  am  informed,  connects  with  the 
j  Youghiogheny,  a  river  less  rapid  than  the  Alle- 
:  ghany,  and  is  itself  communical)Ie  with  the  At- 
lantic.   In  that  case  the  Potomac  will  be  the 
highway  for  such  vast  quantities  of  wealth  as 

to  give  every  superiority  It  may  be  the  more 

necessary  as  we  ought  to  keep  the  boundary  line 
distinct  between  the  Spaniards  and  savages. 

Mr.  Lee,  of  Virginia,  said  :  "  If  it  should  be 
found  that  the  Northern  States  did  consult  their 
partial  interests,  and  form  combinations  to  sup- 
i  port  them,  the  faith  of  all  south  of  the  Potomac 
would  be  shaken." 

Mr.  Madison,  of  Virginia,  said  :  "  If  a  proph- 
j  et  had  risen  in  that  body,"  the  Convention  of 
I  Virginia,  "and  brought  the  declarations  and 
I  proceedings  of  this  day  into  view,  I  as  firmly 
believe  Virginia  might  not  have  been  a  part  of 
the  Union  at  this  moment." 

Mr.  Scott,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  :  "  If  it 
were  possible  to  promulgate  our  laws  by  some 
instantaneous  process,  it  would  be  of  less  con- 
sequence where  the  Government  might  be 
placed." 

Mr.  Clymer,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  :  "  There 
was  a  communication  by  the  Juniata,  with  a 
road  actually  laid  out  of  about  forty  miles  ; 
hence  you  descend  the  Kiskiminetas  to  the 
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Alleghany,  and  thence  to  Pittsburg  is  thirty 
miles."  I 

Mr.  Lee  moved  to  strike  out  "  the  east  bank 
of  the  river  Susquehanna,"  and  insert  "the 
north  bank  of  the  river  Potomac,"  which  was 
lost ;  and  after  several  days'  controversy,  and 
numerous  attempts  to  change  its  tenor,  the  orig- 
inal Susquehanna  resolution  passed  the  House 
by  a  vote  of  3L  to  17,  and  was  so  sent  to  the 
Senate. 

On  the  2Gth  of  September  the  bill  came  back 
from  the  Senate,  where  it  had  been,  without 
recorded  debate,  amended  to  read  :  "A  district 
of  ten  miles  square,  bounded  on  the  south  by  a 
line  running  parallel  at  one  mile's  distance  from 
the  city  of  Philadelj)hia." 

Thereon  a  good  deal  of  wrath  was  expended 
in  the  House,  which  refused  to  concur  in  the 
amendment,  and  the  matter  dropped  for  the 
session.  The  action  of  the  Senate  was  determ- 
ined, after  a  tie  vote  in  that  body,  by  tiie  cast- 
ing vote  of  the  Vice-President,  Mr.  Adams,  but 
for  whom  the  Capitol  of  the  United  States  would 
now  stand  "  on  the  banks  of  the  Susquehanna," 
probably  at  Wrightsville,  in  York  County,  oppo- 
site Columbia. 

On  the  3 1st  of  May,  1790,  a  bill  was  intro- 
duced in  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Butler,  of  South 
Carolina,  "to  determine  the  permanent  seat  of 
Congress  and  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States."  This  bill  passed  the  Senate  on  the  1st 
of  July,  providing  "  that  a  district  on  the  river 
Potomac,  at  some  place  between  the  mouths 
of  the  Eastern  Branch*and  Conococheagne,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  accepted  for  the  perma- 
nent seat  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States."  This  was  by  a  vote  of  14  to  12,  and, 
as  before,  without  recorded  del)ate.  The  bill 
further  provided  that  the  temporary  seat  of 
Governn)ent  should  be  at  Philadelphia  until  the 
year  1800,  buildings  meanwhile  to  be  pre])ared 
on  the  Potomac.  Efforts  were  made  to  keep  it 
at  New  York  till  1800,  till  1794,  till  1792,  but 
all  without  avail. 

The  President  was  also  directed  to  appoint 
commissioners,  who,  under  his  direction,  should 
survey  and  purchase  lands  within  the  District 
for  the  capital,  and  provide  the  necessary  build- 
ings. He  was  also,  for  defraying  the  expense 
of  "such  purchases  and  buildings,"  "authorized 
and  requested  to  accept  grants  of  money." 

The  acceptance  referred  to  in  the  bill  related 
not  only  to  the  phraseology  of  the  Constitution, 
but  also  to  the  act  of  cession  by  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  Maryland.  The  Maryland  Leg- 
islature also  granted  $72,000,  and  the  Virginia 
Legislature  $120,000,  in  pursuance  of  the  sug- 
gestion contained  in  the  bill.  So  the  bill  went 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  Sherman,  of  Connecticut,  at  once  moved 
to  strike  out  the  Potomac  and  insert  "a  dis- 
trict to  include  the  town  of  Baltimore." 

Mr.  Burke,  of  South  Carolina,  preferred  Bal- 
timore. "  There  was  no  political  necessity  for 
removing  from  New  York  to  Philadelphia.  The 
measure  would  excite  the  most  turbulent  pas- 


sions in  the  minds  of  the  citizens  of  New  York." 
I  He  spoke  in  handsome  terms  of  the  State  of 
i  Pennsylvania.     "He  had  as  high  an  opinion 
of  the  people  of  that  State  as  any  man  what- 
ever ;  but  he  was  afraid  of  their  influence.  A 
Quaker  State  was  a  bad  neighborhood  for  the 
'  South  Carolinians." 

j     Mr.  Lawrence,  of  New  York,  "adverted  to 
\  the  funding  business^  and  very  strongly  intimated 
j  that  these  and  other  important  matters  which 
remain  to  be  decided  on  were  to  be  determined 
\  according  to  the  fate  of  this  bill." 
I     Mr.  Madison,  of  Virginia,  said:  "It  is  not 
I  in  our  power  to  guard  against  a  repeal.  Our 
acts  are  not,  like  those  of  the  Medes  and  Per- 
sians, unalterable.    A  repeal  is  a  thing  against 
which  no  provision  can  be  made.    I  am  not 
under  apprehensions  of  repeal ;  but  if  danger 
of  repeal  does  exist,  it  is  of  that  kind  against 
which  we  can  not  guard." 

Mr.  Gerry,  of  Connecticut,  said  :  "  It  appears 
I  pretty  evident  the  advocates  of  the  bill  are  sure 
]  of  a  majority ;  it  is  very  evident  that  it  has 
had  a  very  pernicious  influence  on  the  great 
!  business  of  funding  the  public  debt."  He  ridi- 
I  culed  the  idea  of  fixing  the  Government  at  Con- 
j  ococheague  (just  where  it  is  now).  "He  did 
i  not  think  there  was  any  serious  intention  of  ever 
j  going  to  that  Indian  place.  He  considered  the 
whole  business  as  a  mere  manoeuvre." 

Mr.  Hartley  defended  the  Quakers,  "  re- 
mai-kable  for  their  moral  laws,  for  the  plainness 
of  their  manners,  and  their  benevolence.  Nay, 
j  should  the  gentleman  go  to  Philadelphia,  he 
j  will  find  that  these  people  will  treat  him  as  well 
as  any  other  society." 

j  Mr.  Page,  of  Virginia,  with  primitive  cre- 
j  dulity,  remarked:  "There  is  not  a  city  in  the 
I  world  in  which  I  would  sooner  trust  myself  and 
I  Congress  than  in  New  York  ;  for  it  is  superior 
j  to  any  place  I  know  for  the  orderly  and  decent 
behavior  of  its  inhabitants." 

Mr.  Gerry,  of  Connecticut,  continued  :  "That 
taking  so  southern  a  situation  [/,  e.,  as  the  Po- 
tomac] would  amount  to  a  disqualification  of 
many  of  the  Northern  members,  who  would 
forego  their  election  rather  than  attend  the  na- 
tional Legislature  on  that  river." 

But  the  "determined  majority"  of  whicli  he 
spoke  had  their  way  nevertheless ;  and  on  the 
8th  of  Jul}'*  1790,  by  a  vote  of  32  to  29,  the  bill 
became  a  law.  Whence  the  majority  came 
from  is  a  curious  piece  of  semi-private  history. 

The  references  to  the  "Assumption  Bill"  are 
full  of  meaning.  In  the  coniifilation  of  Ham- 
ilton's writings  it  is  stated  that,  "it  being  as- 
certained that  in  a  certain  contingency  there 
Avas  a  majority  in  fivor  of  the  Assumption  in 
the  other  House,  a  bill  finally  i)assed  the  Senate 
providing  that  the  seat  of  Government  should 
remain  at  Philadeljjhia  until  the  year  1800; 
and  that  it  should  be  permanently  established, 
after  that  time,  near  tiie  Potomac— a  decision 
in  which  regard  to  the  personal  wishes  of  Wash- 
ington had  weight." 

This  may  be  true,  but  not  such  weight  as  the 
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"contingency,"  however.  Mr.  Monroe  wrote 
from  Virginia  to  Mr.  Madison  :  "  The  Assump- 
tion will  be  disliked  here  under  any  shape  it 
can  assume.  I  believe,  however,  a  satisfactory 
adjustment  of  the  other  business  [the  Potomac] 
would  make  this  [the  Assumption]  more  palat- 
able here."  But  for  a  full  explanation  we  must 
hear  Mr.  Jefferson : 

"This  game  was  over,  and  another  was  on 
the  carpet  at  the  moment  of  my  arrival  [fi'om 
France  to  become  iSecretary  of  State] ;  and  to 
this  I  was  most  ignorantly  and  innocently  made 
to  hold  the  candle.  This  fiscal  measure  was 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Assumption.  Inde- 
pendently of  the  debts  of  Congress  the  States 
had,  during  the  war,  contracted  separate  and 
heavy  debts.  This  money,  whether  wisely  or 
foolishly  spent,  was  pretended  to  have  been  spent 
for  general  purposes,  and  ought  therefore  to  be 
paid  from  the  general  purse.  This  measure  pro- 
duced the  most  bitter  and  angry  contest  ever 
known  in  Congress  before  or  since  the  Union  of 
the  States.  I  arrived  in  the  midst  of  it.  But,  a 
stranger  to  the  ground,  a  stranger  to  the  actors 
in  it — so  long  absent  as  to  have  lost  all  familiar- 
ity with  the  subject,  and  as  yet  unaware  of  its 
object — I  took  no  concern  in  it.  The  great  and 
trying  question,  however,  was  lost  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  So  high  were  the  feuds  ex- 
cited by  this  subject  that  on  its  rejection  business 
was  suspended.  Congress  met  and  adjourned  from 
day  to  day  without  doing  any  thing,  the  parties 
being  too  much  out  of  temper  to  do  business  to- 
gether. The  Eastern  members  particularly,  who, 
with  Smith  of  South  Carolina,  were  the  principal 
gamblers  in  these  scenes,  threatened  a  secession 
and  dissolution.  Hamilron  was  in  despair.  As 
I  was  going  to  the  President  one  day  I  met  him 
in  the  street.  He  walked  me  backward  and  for- 
ward before  the  President's  door  for  half  an  hour. 
He  painted  pathetically  the  temper  into  which 
the  Legislature  had  been  wrought,  the  disgust 
of  those  who  were  called  the  creditor  States,  the 
danger  of  the  secession  of  their  members,  and 
the  separation  of  the  States.  He  observed  that 
the  members  of  the  Administration  ought  to  act 
in  concert ;  that,  though  the  question  was  not 
of  my  department,  yet  a  common  duty  should 
make  it  a  common  concern;  that  the  President 
was  the  centre  on  which  all  administrative  ques- 
tions ultimately  rested,  and  that  all  of  us  should 
rally  around  him,  and  support  with  joint  efforts 
measures  approved  by  him ;  and  that  the  ques- 
tion having  been  lost  by  a  small  majority  only,  it 
was  probable  that  an  appeal  from  me  to  the 
judgment  and  discretion  of  some  of  my  friends 
might  effect  a  change  in  the  vote,  and'  the  ma- 
chine of  government,  now  suspended,  might  be 
again  set  in  motion.  I  told  him  that  I  was  really 
a  stranger  to  the  whole  subject ;  that,  not  having 
yet  informed  myself  of  the  system  of  finances 
adopted,  I  knew  not  how  far  this  was  a  necessary 
sequence  ;  that,  undoubtedly,  if  its  rejection  en- 
dangered a  dissolution  of  our  Union  at  this  in- 
cipient stage,  I  should  deem  that  the  most  un- 
fortunate of  all  consequences,  to  avert  which  all 
partial  and  temporary  evils  should  be  yielded. 
I  proposed  to  him,  however,  to  dine  with  me  the 
next  day,  and  1  would  invite  another  friend  or 
two.  bring  them  into  conference  together,  and  I 
thouglit  it  impossible  that  reasonable  men,  con- 


sulting together  coolly,  could  fail  by  some  mu- 
tual sacrifices  of  opinion  to  form  a  compromise 
which  was  to  save  the  Union.  The  discussion 
took  place.  I  could  take  no  part  in  it  but  an 
exhortatory  one,  because  I  was  a  stranger  to  the 
circumstances  which  should  govern  it.  But  it 
was  finally  agreed  that,  whatever  importance  had 
been  attached  to  the  rejection  of  this  proposition, 
the  preservation  of  the  Union  and  of  concord 
among  the  States  was  more  important,  and  that 
therefore  it  would  be  better  that  the  vote  of  re- 
jection should  be  rescinded,  to  effect  which  some 
members  should  change  their  votes.  But  it  was 
observed  that  this  measure  would  be  particularly 
bitter  to  the  Southern  States,  and  that  some  con- 
comitant measure  should  be  adopted  to  sweeten 
it  a  little  to  them.  There  had  before  been  prop- 
ositions to  fix  the  seat  of  Government  either  at 
Philadelphia  or  at  Georgetown  on  the  Potomac  ; 
and  it  was  thought  that  by  giving  it  to  Philadel- 
phia for  ten  years,  and  to  Georgetown  perma- 
nently afterward,  this  might,  as  an  anodyne, 
calm  in  some  degree  the  ferment  which  might 
be  excited  by  the  other  measure  alone.  So  two 
of  the  Potomac  members  (White  and  Lee,  but 
White  with  a  revulsion  of  stomach  almost  con- 
vulsive) agreed  to  change  their  votes,  and  Ham- 
ilton undertook  to  carry  the  other  point.  In  do- 
ing this,  the  influence  he  had  established  over 
the  Eastern  members,  with  the  agency  of  Robert 
Morris  with  those  of  the  Middle  States,  effected 
his  side  of  the  engagement."  So  "twenty  mill- 
ions of  stock  were  divided  among  favored  States," 
and  the  (Capital  went  to  the  Potomac. 

The  above  is  from  Jefferson's  diary.  Later, 
in  a  letter  to  Washington,  he  adds:  "I  was 
duped  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
made  a  tool  for  forwarding  his  schemes ;  and 
of  all  the  errors  of  my  political  life,  this  has 
occasioned  me  the  deepest  regret." 

A  later  law,  at  Washington's  suggestion,  so 
changed  the  boundaries  as  to  include  a  portion 
of  Virginia  with  the  town  of  Alexandria. 

How  far  Washington  had  engaged  in  this 
contest  does  not  appear,  although  the  project 
was  at  the  time  denounced  as  his  "hobby- 
horse." It  is  said  the  spot  attracted  him  dur- 
ing his  early  life  while  surveying,  and  that  he 
afterward  encamped  there  during  Braddock's 
campaign  against  the  Indians.  It  is  certain 
that  he  entered  on  the  work  with  vigor,  and 
that  he  did  not  grow  less  sanguine.  Commis- 
sioners were  appointed,  and  in  March,  1791, 
he  writes  to  the  Secretary  of  State  : 

"The  terms  entered  into  by  me,  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  with  the  landholders  of 
Georgetown  and  Carrollsburgh  are  that  all  the 
land  from  Rock  Creek  along  the  river  to  the 
Eastern  Branch,  and  so  upward  to  or  above  the 
Ferry,  including  a  breadth  of  about  a  mile  and 
a  half,  the  whole  containing  from  three  to  five 
thousand  acres,  is  ceded  to  the  public  on  condi- 
tion that,  when  the  whole  shall  be  surveyed  and 
laid  off  as  a  city  (which  Major  L'Enfant  is  now 
directed  to  do),' the  present  proprietors  shall  re- 
!  tain  every  other  lot ;  aiid  for  such  part  of  the 
land  as  may  be  taken  for  public  use,  for  squares, 
lots,  etc.,  they  shall  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of 
twenty-five  pounds  per  acre,  the  public  having 
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the  right  to  reserve  such  parts  of  the  wood  on 
the  land  as  may  be  thought  necessary  for  orna- 
ment ;  the  landholders  to  have  the  use  and 
profits  of  all  the  grounds  until  the  city  is  laid 
off  into  lots,  and  sale  is  made  of  these  lots,  which 
by  this  agreement  become  public  property.  No- 
thing is  to  be  allowed  for  the  ground  which  may 
be  occupied  as  streets  and  alleys.  To  these  con- 
siderations all  the  principal  landholders  have 
agreed,  and  it  is  not  doubted  that  the  few  who 
were  not  present  will  readily  come  into  the  meas- 
ure, even  the  obstinate  Mr.  Burns." 

The  refractory  personage  last  mentioned  was 
appealed  to  by  Washington,  explaining  to  him 
the  advantages  he  was  resisting;  to  all  which 
he  replied  :  "I  suppose  you  think  people  here 
are  going  to  take  every  grist  that  comes  from 
you  as  pure  grain ;  but  what  would  you  have 
been  if  you  hadn't  married  the  widow  Cus- 
tis  ?" 

The  Father  of  his  Country  had  no  more  to 
say.  But  the  Maryland  Legislature  was  in 
turn  too  much  for  Mr.  Burns.  The  laws  of 
Maryland  were  to  have  force  within  the  Dis- 
trict until  Congress  otherwise  provided,  so  they 
went  on  to  enact,  that  "whereas  some  of  the 
proprietors  of  lots,  as  well  as  some  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  lands,  have  not,  from  imbecility  and 
other  causes,  come  into  any  [the  above]  agree- 
ment concerning  their  lands,  therefore,"  the 
Commissioners  were  by  law  vested  with  the 
title  to  their  lands  on  the  same  terms  with  the 
rest. 

It  does  not  appear  that  at  this  time  Washing- 
ton knew  that  the  city  would  be  called  by  his 
name.  A  few  months  later  the  Commission- 
ers, Johnson,  Stuart,  and  Carroll,  wrote  to  Ma- 
jor L'Enfant,  the  French  engineer  who  had 
been  employed  to  lay  out  the  city : 

"Gkorgetown,  September  0,  1701. 
"  Sir, — We  have  agreed  that  the  Federal  Dis- 
trict shall  be  called  '  The  Territory  of  Columbia,' 
and  the  Federal  City  '  The  City  of  Washington  ;' 
the  title  of  the  map  will  therefore  be,  '  A  Map 
of  the  City  of  Washington,  in  the  Territory  of 
Columbia. ' " 

In  1792  Washington  writes:  "It  is  with 
pleasure  I  add,  as  my  opinion,  that  the  roots 
of  the  permanent  city  are  penetrating  deep,  and 
spreading  far  and  wide.  The  Eastern  States 
are  not  only  getting  more  and  more  reconciled 
to  the  measure,  but  are  beginning  to  view  it  in 
a  more  advantageous  light,  as  it  regards  their 
policy  and  interests."  In  1793  he  writes  :  "The 
Federal  City,  in  the  year  1800,  will  become  the 
seat  of  the  General  Government  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  increasing  fast  in  buildings,  and 
rising  into  consequence ;  and  will,  I  have  no 
doubt,  from  the  advantages  given  to  it  by  na- 
ture, and  its  proximity  to  a  rich  interior  coun- 
try and  the  Western  territory,  become  the  em- 
porium of  the  United  States." 

Mention  was  made  in  the  Senate  of  "  fifteen  | 
years  since  the  Government  removed  here,  dur-  ! 
ing  the  first  six  years  of  which  period  there  pre-  j 
vailed,  not  only  in  this  country,  but  all  over  i 


;  Europe,  a  degree  of  enthusiasm  bordering  upon 
madness  respecting  the  future  destinies  of  this 
metropolis." 

Difficulties,  however,  attended  the  whole  un- 
dertaking, and  calamitous  disaster  overtook  it. 
The  French  engineer,  L'Enfant,  was  found  to 
be  as  touchy  as  he  was  thought  to  be  talented, 
and  was  proportionately  troublesome.  At  the 
first  sale  of  lots  the  rumor  was  industriously 
spread  that  Congress  never  would  remove  to 
the  Potomac,  but  would  remain  at  Philadelphia. 
In  1792  Washington  wrote  to  the  Commission- 
ers, that  unless  great  activity  prevailed,  their 
whole  previous  labor  might  be  lost.  Later  he 
was  obliged  to  make  residence  on  the  spot  a 
sine  qua  non  with  the  Commissioners.  The  want 
of  money  was  severely  felt.  The  $200,000  sub- 
scribed by  Virginia  and  Maryland  was  all  ex- 
pended. In  1796  Congress  authorized  and 
guaranteed  a  loan  by  the  Commissioners  of 
$300,000,  but  the  money  was  not  to  be  had. 
The  State  of  Maryland,  at  Washington's  per- 
sonal request,  took  two-thirds  of  it ;  but  re- 
quired the  Commissioners  to  add  their  individ- 
ual guarantee  to  that  of  Congress.  In  1798 
Congress  added  $100,000;  and  in  1799  the 
State  of  Maryland  lent  $50,000.  As  a  result 
of  all  these  efforts,  however,  the  public  build- 
ings made  fair  progress. 

The  private  owners  did  not  fare  so  well.  Of 
the  seven  thousand  acres  which  the  map  of  Ma- 
jor L'Enfant  represented,  its  extraordinary  plan 
took  about  one-half  for  highways.  A  series  of 
avenues,  diverging  from  several  centres,  was 
overlaid  by  a  series  of  parallel  streets,  with  a 
result  of  innumerable  angles  and  impracticable 
spaces,  in  addition  to  the  twofold  roadway  to 
be  built  and  kept  in  repair,  and  to  distend  and 
retard  the  city.  To  one-half  of  the  remainder 
of  the  ground  the  United  States  was  entitled 
under  the  agreement.  It  took  at  the  assessed 
value,  in  addition,  five  hundred  and  eight  acres. 
A  part  of  this  was  subsequently  given  away  to 
local  institutions.  In  1793  the  Commissioners 
sold  to  Robert  Morris  and  James  Greenleaf  GOOO 
lots  at  $80  each  ;  but  in  1795  these  parties  be- 
came insolvent,  having  accomplished  very  little. 
"  Long  rows  of  brick  houses  were  commenced 
at  other  points  between  the  Arsenal  and  Navy- 
yard,  and  for  many  years  the  chimneys  remain- 
ed standing  as  monuments  of  the  frailty  of  hu- 
man judgment."  Large  sums  of  money  were 
invested  on  that  side  of  Washington  next 
Georgetown,  at  several  times  the  few  cents  per 
square  foot  the  vacant  property  is  worth  in  18G9. 
It  is  current  that  the  Hon.  Daniel  Carroll,  one 
of  the  Commissioners,  who  owned  most  of  Cap- 
itol Hill,  about  one-third  of  the  city,  refused  an 
offer  of  $200,000  from  Stephen  Girard  and 
others  for  every  alternate  lot,  and  demanded 
$1,000,000  for  the  same.  Also,  that  he  died 
insolvent,  leaving  the  property  vacant,  and  $13,- 
000  unpaid  city  taxes.  This  is  the  old  fable 
of  the  boy's  hand  in  the  jar ;  but  still,  "  the  main 
reason  for  its  slow  growth  in  the  first  forty  years 
is  to  be  found  in  the  uncertainty  which  so  long 
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existed  as  to  its  being  the 
permanent  seat  of  Govern- 
ment." 

In  1800,  during  the  Presi- 
dency of  the  elder  Adams, 
the  transfer  was  effected,  the 
executive  offices  being  re- 
moved to  Washington  in 
June.  It  was  not  a  very 
formidable  transfer,  so  far 
as  persons  or  materials  were 
concerned.  The  '^'Oldest 
Inhabitant"  assures  me  that 
a  single  "  ])acket"  sloop 
brought  all  the  office  furniture  of  the  Depart- 
ments, besides  the  seven  large  boxes  and  four 
or  five  smaller  ones"  which  contained  the 
"Archives"  of  the  Government.  Fifty-four 
persons,  comprising  the  President,  Secretaries, 
and  the  clerical  force,  chose  their  own  method 
of  conveyance.* 

*  This  paper  preseuts  views  of  the  National  Capi- 
tol as  it  appeared  at  different  periods.  The  coruer- 
stoue  was  laid  by  Washington,  iu  lTlt8.  Up  to  ISI'2 
only  the  wings  had  been  completed,  and  work  was 
suspended  during  the  war.  After  the  destruction  of 
the  interior  by  the  British,  in  1S14,  a  building  was 
erected  for  a  temporary  Capitol.  This  building  was 
used  during  the  war  of  Secession  as  a  prison,  and  was 
known  as  the  Old  Capitol  Prison.  It  has  received 
some  alterati(uis,  and  is  now  used  as  dwellings.  The 
original  Capitol  was  completed  iu  1825  The  corner- 
stone of  the  extension,  which  constitutes  the  main 
portion  of  the  present  Capitol,  was  laid  on  the  4th  of 
July,  1851,  by  President  Fillmore,  upon  which  occa- 
sion Daniel  Webster  delivered  one  of  his  most  elo- 
quent orations,  and  deposited  under  the  corner-stone 
a  document  iu  his  own  handwriting,  which  reads: 

"If,  therefore,  it  shall  hereafter  be  the  will  of  God 
that  this  structure  shall  fall  from  its  base,  that  its 
foundations  shall  be  upturned,  and  the  deposit  be- 
neath this  stone  brought  to  the  eyes  of  men,  be  it 
then  known  that  on  this  day  the  Union  of  the  United 
States  of  America  stands  tirm,  that  their  Constitution 
still  exists  unimpaired,  and  with  all  its  original  use- 
fulness and  glory,  growing  every  day  strouger  and 
stronger  in  the  aftectious  of  the  great  body  of  the 
American  people,  and  attracting  more  and  more  the 
admiration  of  the  world.  And  all  here  assembled, 
whether  belonging  to  public  or  to  private  life,  with 
hearts  devoutly  thankful  to  Almighty  God  for  the 
preservation  of  the  liberty  aud  happiness  of  the  coun- 
try, unite  in  sincere  and  fervent  prayers  that  this  de- 
posit, and  the  walls  and  arches,  the  domes  and  tow- 
ers, the  columns  and  entablatures,  now  to  be  erected 
over  it,  may  endure  forever.  God  save  the  United 
States  of  America !" 


THE  CAriTOL,  1814. 

The  comfortable  quarters  and  good  living 
which  Philadelphia  afforded  were  not  aban- 
doned for  the  backwoods  without  severe  dis- 
content. On  the  4th  of  July,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  Mr.  Wolcott,  gives  his  impres- 
sions in  a  letter  to  his  Avife : 

"The  Capitol  is  situated  on  an  eminence, 
which  I  should  sujipose  was  near  tlie  centre  of 
the  immense  country  here  called  the  city.  There 
is  one  good  tavern  about  forty  rods  from  the 
Capitol,  and  several  other  houses  are  built  and 
erecting ;  but  I  do  not  perceive  how  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress  can  possibly  secure  lodgings, 
unless  they  will  consent  to  live  like  scholars  in  a 
college,  or  monks  in  a  monastery,  crowded  ten 
or  twenty  in  one  hotise,  and  utterly  secluded  fi  om 
society.  The  only  resource  for  such  as  wish 
to  live  comfortably  will,  I  think,  be  found  in 
Georgetown,  three  miles  distant,  over  as  bad  a 
road  in  winter  as  the  clav  giounds  near  Hart- 
ford. 

"I  have  made  every  exertion  to  secure  good 
lodgings  near  the  office,  but  shall  be  compelled 
to  take  them  at  the  distance  of  more  than  half  a 
mile.  There  are.  in  fact,  but  few  houses  in  any 
one  place,  and  most  of  them  small,  miserable 
huts,  which  present  an  awful  contrast  to  the  pub- 
lic buildings.  The  people  are  poor,  and,  as  far 
as  I  can  judge,  they  live  like  fishes,  bv  eating 
each  other.  All  the  ground  fov  several  miles 
around  the  city,  being,  in  the  (fjiinion  of  the  peo- 
ple, too  valuable  to  be  cultivated,  remains  un- 
fenced. " 

President  Adams  arrived  with  his  family  in 
November.  On  the  25th  Mrs.  Adams  wrote  to 
her  daughter,  Mrs.  Smith  : 

"I  arrived  here  on  Sundav  last,  and  without 
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meeting  with  any  accident  worth  noticing,  ex- 
cept losing  ourselves  when  we  left  Baltimore, 
and  going  eight  or  nine  miles  on  the  Frederick 
road,  by  which  means  we  were  obliged  to  go  the 
other  eight  through  the  woods,  where  we  wan- 
dered two  hours  without  finding  a  guide  or  the 
path.  Fortunately,  a  straggling  black  came  up 
with  us,  and  we  engaged  him  as  a  guide  to  extri- 
cate us  out  of  our  difficulty ;  but  woods  are  all 
you  see  from  Baltimore  until  you  reach  the  city, 
which  is  only  so  in  name.  Here  and  there  is  a 
small  cot,  without  a  glass  window,  interspersed 
among  the  forests,  through  which  you  travel  miles 
without  seeing  any  human  being. 

"In  the  city  there  are  buildings  enough,  if 
they  were  compacts  and  finished,  to  accommo- 
date Congress  and  those  attached  to  it ;  but  as 
they  are,  and  scattered  as  they  are,  I  see  no  great 
comfort  for  them  

"If  the  twelve  years  in  which  this  place  has 
been  considered  as  the  future  seat  of  Govern- 
ment had  been  improved,  as  they  would  have 
been  in  New  England,  very  many  of  the  present 
inconveniences  would  have  been  removed.  It  is 
a  beautiful  spot,  capable  of  any  improvement, 
and  the  more  I  view  it  the  more  I  am  delighted 
with  it." 

John  Cotton  Smith,  a  member  from  Con- 
necticut, wrote  also : 


TEMPORARY  OAPITOL,  1S14. 


"Our  approach  to  the  city  was  accompanied 
with  sensations  not  easily  described.  One  wing 
of  the  Capitol  only  had  been  erected,  which,  with 
the  President's  house,  a  mile  distant  from  it, 
both  constructed  with  white  sandstone,  were 
shinmg  objects  in  dismal  contrast  with  the  scene 
around  them.  Instead  of  recognizing  the  ave- 
nues and  streets  portrayed  on  the  plan  of  the  city, 
not  one  was  visible,  unless  we  except  a  road,  with 
two  buildings  on  each  side  of  it,  called  the  New 
Jersey  Avenue.  The  Pennsylvania,  leading,  as 
laid  down  on  paper,  from  the  Ca])itol  to  the  Pres- 
idential mansion,  Avas  then  nearly  the  whole  dis- 
tance a  deep  morass  covered  with  alder-bushes, 
which  were  cut  through  the  width  of  the  intend- 
ed avenue  during  the  then  ensuing  winter, 

"Between  the  President's  house  and  George- 
town a  block  of  houses  had  been  erected,  which 
then  bore,  and  may  still  bear,  the  name  of  the  Six 
Buildings.  There  were  also  two  other  blocks, 
consisting  of  two  or  three  dwelling-houses,  in 
different  directions,  and  now  and  then  an  insu- 
lated wooden  habitation  ;  the  intervening  spaces, 
and,  indeed,  the  surface  of  the  city  genendly,  be- 
ing covered  with  shrnb  oak  hushes  on  the  higher 
grounds,  and  on  the  marshy  soil  either  trees  or 
some  sort  of  shrubbery.  Nor  was  the  desolate 
aspect  of  the  place  a  little  augmented  by  a  num- 
ber of  unfinished  edifices  at  Greenleaf's  Point, 
and  on  an  eminence  a  short  distance  from  it, 
commenced  by  an  indi- 
vidual whose  name  they 
bore,  but  the  state  of 
whose  funds  compelled 
him  to  abandon  them, 
not  only  unfinished., 
but  in  a  ruinous  con- 
dition  

' '  ( )ne  of  the  blocks  of 
buildings  alieady  men- 
tioned was  situated  on 
the  east  side  of  what 
was  intended  for  the 
Capitol  Square,  and  be- 
ing chieliy  occuj)ied  by 
an  extensive  and  well- 
kept  hotel,  accommo- 
dated a  goodly  number 
of  the  members.  Our 
little  party  took  lodg- 
ings with  a  Mr.  Pea- 
cock, in  one  of  the 
houses  on  the  New  Jer- 
sey Avenue,  with  the 
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addition  of  Senators  Tracv,  of  Connecticut ;  and 
Chipman  and  Paine,  of  Vermont ;  and  Repre- 
sentatives Thomas,  of  Maryland  ;  and  Dana,  Ed- 
mond,  and  Griswold,  of  C'onnecticut.  Speaker 
Sedgwick  was  allowed  a  room  to  himself ;  the 
rest  of  us  in  pairs.  To  my  excellent  friend 
IJavenport  and  myself  was  allowed  a  spacious 
and  decently  furnished  apartment,  with  sepa- 
rate beds,  on  the  lower  floor.  Our  diet  was 
various,  but  always  substantial,  and  we  were  at- 
tended by  active  and  faithful  servants.  A  large 
proportion  of  Southern  members  took  lodgings 
at  Georgetown,  which,  though  of  a  superior  or- 
der, were  three  miles  distant  from  the  Capitol, 
and  of  course  rendered  the  daily  employment  of 
hackney  coaches  indispensable. 

"Notwithstanding  the  unfavorable  aspect 
which  Washington  presented  on  our  arrival,  I 
can  not  sufficiently  express  my  admiration  of  its 

local  position  Whenever,  during  the  six  years 

of  my  connection  with  Congress,  the  question  of 
removing  the  seat  of  Government  to  some  other 
place  was  agitated — and  the  proposition  was  fre- 
quently made — I  stood  almost  alone  as  a  North- 
ern man  in  giving  my  vote  in  the  negative." 

The  death  of  Washington,  in  1799,  spared 
him  a  knowledge  of  this  discontent.  He  had 
anticipated  its  direction  if  it  should  at  any  time 
exist.  Perhaps  his  death  also  had  checked 
the  preparations.  His  memory  may  have  also 
checked  the  agitation  for  removal,  but  in  1808 
it  was  openly  renewed  by  a  bill  for  the  tempo- 
rary removal  of  the  seat  of  Government  to  Bal- 
timore, which  Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  intro- 
duced in  the  Senate,  avowedly  as  a  spur  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Washington,  and  Mr.  Jackson, 
of  Georgia,  denounced  as  a  "  bill  to  frighten 
the  women  and  children"  of  the  city,  and  cal- 
culated to  defeat  the  very  purpose  of  the  mover. 


Mr.  Anderson,  of  Tennessee,  was  in  favor  of  the 
bill,  but  allowed  that  "  in  such  an  event  an  ob- 
ligation would  arise  to  indemnify  the  proprie- 
tors for  the  losses  they  woulcl  thereby  sustain." 
Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams,  of  Massachusetts, 
considered  the  measure  as  inexpedient  as  it 
was  unconstitutional.  Mr.  Dayton,  of  New 
Jersey,  said  if  a  removal  took  place,  Congress 
was  bound  to  indemnify  the  proprietors.  Mr. 
Jackson  said  further:  "The  time  would  come, 
though  he  hoped  to  God  neither  his  childret 
nor  his  children's  children  would  live  to  see  it 
when  the  population  on  this  side  of  the  Missis, 
sippi  would  pass  that  river,  and  the  seat  of  Gov-: 
ernment  would  be  translated  to  its  banks.  Cen- 
turies would,  hoAvever,  elapse  before  that  period 
arrived."  Mr.  Maclay,  of  Pennsylvania,  con- 
tended that  no  constitutional  obstacle  did  exist. 
Mr.  Adams  insisted  further,  that  from  the  foun- 
dation of  the  Constitution  until  the  removal  of 
the  Government  to  this  place,  but  one  senti- 
ment had  existed,  which  was  that  the  seat  of 
Government,  once  fixed  under  the  Constitution, 
became  the  permanent  seat.  The  preponder- 
ance of  opinion  was  against  Mr.  Adams,  but 
the  bill  was  nevertheless  lost  by  a  vote  of  19  to 
9,  and  Congress  resumed  its  migrations  be- 
tween Georgetown  and  the  Capitol. 

About  this  time  Sir  Augustus  Foster,  the 
Secretary  of  the  British  Minister,  gave  his  view 
of  the  feelings  by  which  the  powers  that  be 
were  actuated : 

"The  richer  and  more  respectable  members 
of  Congress  had,  for  the  most  part,  always  in- 
clined to  vote  for  returning  to  Philadelphia,  or 
selecting  some  other  town  of  practical  import- 
ance ;  but  evtjry  such  proposal  had  been  distaste- 
ful to  the  majority,  it  being  in  a  great  measure 


190 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


composed  of  rough  and  unfoshioned  persons,  to 
whom  it  is  of  consequence  to  be  in  a  place  where 
they  could  be  attended  to  more  than  in  a  large 
city.  This  majority  had  usually  found  support 
in  the  Government,  so  long  comi)osed  of  V'ir- 
ginians,  who  naturally  preferred  Washington  to 
any  remoter  situation ;  but  the  removal  could 
hardly,  he  apprehends,  have  been  avoided  but 
for  the  determined  personal  opposition  of  Jef- 
ferson. This  President  alleged  as  his  reason 
the  danger  of  throwing  open  again  a  question  so 
ditficult  and  delicate  as  that  of  the  choice  of  the 
seat  of  Government." 

In  1814  there  was  trouble  again.  The  city 
had  been  captured  by  a  force  less  than  half 
that  which  disgracefully  fled,  and  the  public 
buildings  Avere  all  sacked  and  burned,  with 
many  private  houses.  Congress  assembled  in 
September.  The  situation  of  the  city  at  that 
time  is  thus  described :  "  Twelve  or  fifteen 
clusters  of  houses,  at  a  considerable  distance 
from  each  other,  bringing  to  our  recollection 
the  appearance  of  a  camp  of  nomad  Arabs, 
which,  however,  if  connected  together,  would 
make  a  very  respectable  town,  not  much  in- 
ferior, perhaps,  to  the  capital  of  Virginia,  and 
liere  and  there  an  insulated  house ;  the  whole 
of  it,  when  seen  from  the  ruins  of  our  public 
edifices,  looking  more  like  the  place  where 
proud  Washington  once  stood  than  where  hum- 
ble Washington  now  lies." 

Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  introduced  in  the 
House  a  resolution  of  inquiry  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  removal.  The  country,  he  said,  was 
alarmed  for  the  safety  of  Congress — it  was  nec- 
essary that  some  steps  should  be  taken. 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Virginia,  hoped,  by  rejecting 
it,  an  end  would  be  put  to  similar  attempts 
hereafter,  "and  that  the  good  people  of  this 
District  would  be  permitted  to  continue  their 
improvements  here  without  the  dread  of  being 
sacrificed,'' 

Mr.  Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  said  that  "  if 
the  seat  of  Government  was  once  set  on  wheels 
there  was  no  saying  where  it  would  stop." 

Mr.  Oakley,  of  New  York,  said  it  was  true  a 
removal  might  injure  individuals,  but  he  pre- 
sumed no  gentleman  in  the  House  would  hesi- 
tate to  make  a  fair  and  liberal  compensation 
by  way  of  indemnity  to  such  sufierers. 

Mr.  Stockton,  of  New  Jersey,  relied  on  the 
fifth  section  of  the  Constitution  to  prove  his 
position.  It  is  there  provided  that  "neither 
House  shall,  without  the  consent  of  the  other, 
adjourn  for  more  than  three  days,  nor  to  any 
other  place  than  that  in  which  the  two  Houses 
shall  be  sitting."  This,  Mr.  Stockton  said, 
"  expressly  admits  and  regulates  the  general 
power  of  removal." 

The  debate  continued  several  days ;  the  old 
ground  was  gone  over,  the  proposition  nega- 
tived by  a  vote  of  83  to  74,  and  the  rebuilding 
set  vigorously  on  foot. 

The  corporation  of  Alexandria,  in  1846,  me- 
morialized the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  asking 
its  consent  to  the  retrocession  of  so  much  of 


the  District  as  had  been  taken  from  that  State. 
The  Legislature  at  once,  and  by  a  unanimous 
vote,  approved  the  proposition  ;  and  in  May  of 
that  year  a  bill  to  that  efi^ect  passed  the  House 
of  Representatives,  after  an  animated  debate,  in 
which  the  question  of  constitutional  power  was 
not  seriously  raised.  In  the  Senate,  however, 
the  debate  turned  largely  on  that  point.  Mr. 
Haywood,  of  North  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Miller, 
of  New  Jersey,  doubted  the  power  of  Congress 
in  that  particular.  But  Mr.  Reverdy  Johnson, 
Mr.  Calhoun,  and  Mr.  Hunter,  of  Virginia,  hav- 
ing carefully  examined  the  subject,  were  clear 
that  there  was  nothing  in  all  of  the  proceedings 
relative  to  the  establishment  of  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment to  prohibit  the  retrocession  of  the  ten- 
mile  square  to  the  States  from  which  it  was 
taken,  or  any  portion  thereof.  Mr.  Calhoun, 
in  particular,  considered  the  right  to  remove 
the  seat  of  Government  incontestable.  He, 
however,  stated  that  it  happened  at  the  Mem- 
phis Convention,  a  body  composed  of  six  hun- 
dred members,  possessed  of  great  intelligence, 
and  representing  almost  exclusively  the  inter- 
ests of  those  who  lived  upon  the  soil,  a  resolu- 
tion was  ofi^'ered  recommending  a  change  of  the 
seat  of  the  General  Government.  A  most  ex- 
traordinary sensation  was  produced,  and  when 
the  resolution  was  submitted  there  was  one 
loud-toned  overwhelming  "No"  opposed  to  the 
solitary  voice  of  the  giver. 

Since  then,  till  now,  the  question  has  not 
been  seriously  raised.  The  "instantaneous 
process,"  which  Mr.  Scott  reckoned  the  least 
possible  of  "ifs,"was  actually  nursed  to  life  by 
a  Congressional  a])propriation,  and  now  "  dis- 
seminates the  laws."  The  "seven  large  box- 
es" which  contained  the  archives  are  increased 
by  many  thousand  tons,  and  the  personnel  has 
become  a  real  army.  The  President's  wife  is 
not  now  lost  on  the  high-road  from  Baltimore, 
nor  is  it  indispensable  to  live  in  Georgetown, 
nor  yet  do  members  generally  have  to  lodge  in 

'  pairs,  or  frequently  decline  election  on  account 
of  the  destructive  climate.  And  though  the 
Western  traveler  does  not  seek  the  Kiskimine- 
tas,  or  frequent  the  Youghiogheny,  he  comes 

j  from  Califoriiia  in  less  time  than  it  took  the 
member  from  Connecticut  to  come  in  1791. 
All  of  the  old  objections  are  removed  but  one. 
And  as  to  that,  vast  as  the  growth  of  popula- 
tion in  the  West  has  been,  there  still  is  force  in 

I  the  old  apothegm  that  "as  the  West  is  to  the 

;  East  in  point  of  territory,  so  is  the  East  to  the 

j  West  in  point  of  population." 

Still,  Washington  is  a  sparse  built  and  indif- 

!  ferent  city.  The  "  good  people  of  this  District" 
have  not  been  "  permitted  to  continue  their  im- 

!  provements  here  without  the  dread  of  being 

j  sacrificed."  Even  after  1846  the  proverbial 
timidity  of  capital  required  something  more 
than  a  cessation  of  debate.    The  returns  of  the 

I  investments  were  not  flattering,  so  far,  and  it 
may  be  doubted  whether  the  city  would  have 
sold  for  the  amount  expended  on  it;  certainly 

,  single  houses  could  be  bought  for  less  than  cost. 
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The  account  between  the  city  and  the  Govern- 
ment stood  somewhat  in  this  wise :  The  Gov- 
ernment received  from  sales  of  lots,  to  ISSi:, 
some  $750,000,  besides  $200,000  worth  of  lots 
which  it  had  given  away,  or  still  held  in  posses- 
sion. Against  this,  Government  at  different 
times  had  granted  to  the  city,  in  all,  $-1:30,000 
in  lieu  of  local  taxes,  none  of  which  it  pays, 
and  which  would  have  amounted  to  several 
times  as  much.  If  the  public  w^ere  not  pleased 
with  the  city,  the  city,  in  its  turn,  had  little  rea- 
son to  be  grateful  to  the  public.  The  account 
of  the  past  was  not  encouraging.  For  the  first 
forty  years  of  its  life  the  growth  of  the  city  is 
reckoned  at  550  per  annum,  a  rate  of  increase 
almost  unworthy  the  capital  of  a  single  Amer- 
ican State. 

During  the  ten  years  following  1840  a  gen- 
eral renewal  of  the  public  buildings  was  pro- 
jected and  begun  upon  a  scale  which  shut  out 
from  the  minds  of  most  men  the  idea  they 
would  ever  be  abandoned.  The  Post-ofiice,  the 
Treasury,  the  Patent-office,  and,  above  all,  the 
Capitol,  Avere  made  to  loom  up  as  the  fit  abode 
and  representatives  of  an  enduring  government. 
The  result  told  at  once  upon  the  city.  Slavery 
liad  brought  the  surrounding  country  to  com- 
parative decay,  and  repressed  at  once  commerce 


and  manufactures.  Yet  the  annual  increase 
trebled,  and  after  1850  was  increased  to  2000. 
Permanent  and  costly  buildings  were  the  evi- 
dence of  faith  and  of  activity,  until,  in  18G0, 
Washington  had  over  60,000  people.  The  war 
did  more  for  it  than  simply  double  these  ;  it  has 
brought  in  freedom  and  the  universal  Yankee. 
The  place  did  not  fall  ofi\  as  -was  expected,  aft- 
er the  cessation  of  hostilities  and  the  removal 
of  the  troops.  The  workman's  house  replaced 
the  soldier's  tent.  Street  railroads  now  afford 
convenience,  as  the  parks  and  public  buildings 
educate  the  taste  and  ofi'er  recreation.  There 
is  commerce,  and  incipient  manufactures.  The 
finest  school-house  in  the  country  indicates  the 
change ;  the  cemetery  at  Arlington  denotes  a 
portion  of  the  cost.  The  investments  in  prop- 
erty in  Washington  have  grown  beyond  a  hun- 
dred millions,  as  against  the  eighty  millions 
which  the  public  has  at  stake.  These  it  is 
proposed  to  throw  into  the  sea.  If  the  public 
good  requires  it,  it  will  be  rightly  done.  But 
if  the  motive  be  a  different  one,  it  will  be  felt 
by  the  people,  as  was  said  in  the  Senate,  that 
the  man  who  could  propose  this  change  from 
personal  considerations  deserves  the  execration 
of  the  country.  National  considerations  alone 
should  decide  the  site  of  the  National  Capital. 


LADY  FORTUNE. 

Lady  Fortttne  !  careless  Fortune  !  look,  your  treasures  are  unbound  ; 
All  the  way  behind  you  glitters  with  the  gold  upon  the  ground. 
See  the  many  thronging  after — "  Lo !  the  goddess,"  hear  the  cry: 
May  be  wiser  men  among  them — but  not  Greatheart  and  I ! 

Lady  Fortune !  queenly  Fortune !  let  them  keep  their  easy  gains ; 
Not  so  easy,  always  stooping,  we  can  pity  for  their  pains ! 
Wrestling,  jostling  as  they  gather,  all  forgetful  of  the  sky; 
Better  things  in  open  vision  have  Greatheart  and  I! 

On  your  lofty  steps  attending  is  a  crowd  with  eager  palms, 
Patient  of  your  scornful  glances,  not  ashamed  to  take  your  alms ; 
Wanting  more,  if  they  but  knew  it,  what  yoiir  riches  can  not  buy; 
We  have  courage  for  our  future — this  Greatheart  and  I! 

Lady  Fortune !  scornful  Fortune  !  what  you  give  you  throw  away : 
And  you  would  not  care  if  Merit  waited  at  your  feet  all  day. 
Not  with  you  dwells  kindly  Honor ;  noble  Praise  hath  passed  you  by 
We'll  go  on  and  seek  them  higher — my  Greatheart  and  I! 

After  all,  my  lady  Fortune,  do  you  own  the  world  to  give  ? 
Is  it  worth  our  while  to  follow,  humbly  asking  leave  to  live? 
Is  it  you  or  Providence  w^hose  throne  is  set  on  high  ? 
We  appeal  to  truer  judges,  say  Greatheart  and  I ! 

As  you  please,  my  lady  Fortune !  if  we  take  a  gift  from  you 
It  must  come  an  honest  guerdon  for  the  honest  work  we  do. 
If  your  ways  will  still  be  crooked  we  can  let  this  Avorld  go  by; 
We  can  wait  the  next,  if  need  be — my  Greatheart  and  I! 


BEAST,  BIRD,  AND  FISH. 
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BEASTS  OF  THE  EARTH. 


Fig.  1.— Antelope  Oreotragus.    {From  Schinz.) 


CAREFULLY  note  and  analyze  your  sensa- 
tions as  you  emerge  from  the  water  upon 
the  shore,  and  you  have  the  main  points  of  dif- 
ference between  aquatic  and  terrestrial  locomo- 
tion. 

You  were  in  the  water;  you  are  now  tipon 
the  land.  The  former  pressed  upon  you  equal- 
ly from  all  sides,  and  you  moved  forward  or 
backward,  upward  or  downward,  with  equal 
ease  so  far  as  the  water  alone  was  concerned. 
You  are  now  supported  at  only  two  points  if 
standing  erect ;  at  only  four  if  you  assume  the 
attitude  of  a  quadruped  ;  and  upon  only  one  of 
the  four  sides  of  your  body  even  if  you  lie  at 
full  length  upon  the  ground.  You  climb  with 
difficulty;  you  fall  with  facility;  but,  having 
again  reached  the  surface  of  the  earth,  you  en- 
counter almost  insuperable  obstacles  to  your 
further  progress  in  that  direction. 

Now  all  these  changed  conditions  are  brief- 
ly expressed  when  we  say,  You  are  now  trans- 
ferred from  an  elastic  fluid  medium  of  equal 
specific  gravity  with  your  body  to  one  of  about 
815  times  less  specific  gravity,  and  so  much 
more  perfectly  fluid  and  yielding  that  it  offers 
no  support  at  all,  and  allows  you  to  come  at 
Vol.  XL.— No.  236.— 13 


once  in  contact  with  a  very  different  substance 
— hard,  unyielding,  and  so  much  heavier  that 
your  progress  into  or  through  it  is  attended 
with  the  greatest  difficulty. 

This,  the  second  medium  of  existence  for 
living  things,  is  the  earth  —  the  dry  land  so 
called,  although  the  driest  spots  contain  more 
or  less  water;  and  it  is  this  upon  which  they 
move,  and  with  which  we  have  chiefly  to  deal 
in  describing  their  various  modes  of  locomo- 
tion ;  for  although  the  air  surrounds  them  upon 
all  sides,  and  presses  upon  them  with  a  weight 
which  is  absolutely  great,  yet  when  compared 
to  that  of  the  water,  and  still  more  when  con- 
trasted with  the  resistance  offered  by  the  earth, 
it  may  be  wholly  ignored. 

Our  point  of  departure  is,  then,  any  spot 
upon  the  surface  of  the  earth.  The  same  di- 
rections are  theoretically  open  to  us  as  in  the 
water — upward  or  downward,  forward,  or  ob- 
liquely upward  or  downward,  we  may  go  or  at- 
tempt to  go.  That  is  to  say,  we  may  climb  a 
tree,  which  is  practically  an  extension  of  the 
solid  earth  u])ward ;  we  may  delve  into  wells 
or  mines,  or  burrow,  as  do  tlie  moles  and  other 
beasts;  we  may  ascend  obliquely,  or  we  may 
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descend  obliquely;  but  owing  to  the  facts  which 
have  already  been  mentioned  concerning  the 
peculiarities  of  air  and  earth  as  means  of  resist- 
ance, and  owing  to  other  facts,  which  this  is  not 
the  place  to  mention,  concerning  what  is  called 
the  attraction  of  gravitation,  none  of  the  above 
modes  of  terrestrial  locomotion  are  so  easy  or 
so  commonly  employed  as  that  in  a  forward  di- 
rection upon  a  horizontal  plane,  which  is  walk- 
ing, including  all  its  multifarious  varieties  as  to 
rate  of  speed  and  the  organs  employed. 

But  there  is  such  a  thing  as  getting  over  the 
ground  without  any  legs  at  all,  and  at  no  par- 
ticular rate  of  speed  :  a  very  awkward  and  in- 
convenient way,  as  the  seal  would  say,  if  he 
could,  when  obliged  to  hitch  his  round  fat  body 
along  upon  the  land  ;  as  would  be  asseverated 
in  still  louder  tones  by  the  unfortunate  whale 
left  ashore  by  the  tide  in  a  bar-locked  bay  ;  and 
as  any  man  may  prove  to  his  own  satisfaction 
by  tying  feet  and  hands  securely  and  attempt- 
ing progress.  This  is  the  lowest  and  simplest 
mode  of  terrestrial  locomotion,  and  it  consists 
in  the  alternate  pushing  forward  of  the  front 
part  of  the  body  and  pulling  up  of  the  hinder- 
part  ;  and  as  the  entire  lower  side  of  the  body 
is  in  contact  with  the  supporting  surfoce,  it  can 
only  be  employed  to  advantage  where  the  fric- 
tion is  reduced  to  a  minimum,  as  when  the  seals 
slide  themselves  along  upon  the  ice. 

There  is,  however,  one  beast  of  the  earth 
condemned  forever  to  go  upon  its  belly,  which, 
though  still  farther  from  the  possession  of  limbs 
than  even  the  seal  and  the  whale,  has  neverthe- 
less such  length  and  flexibility  and  muscular 
power  as  to  make  it  a  dangerous  pursuer  of  any 
other  creature.  It  is  true  that  the  serpent  has 
no  limbs ;  yet  it  can  outclimb  the  monkey,  out- 
swim  the  fish,  outleap  the  jerboa,  and,  suddenly 
loosing  the  close  coils  of  its  crouching  spiral,  it 
can  spring  into  the  air  and  seize  the  l)ird  upon  the 
wing.  All  these  creatures  have  been  observed 
to  fall  its  prey.  The  serpent  has  neither  hands 
nor  talons,  yet  it  can  outwrestle  the  athlete,  and 
crush  the  tiger  in  the  embrace  of  its  ponderous 
overlapping  folds.  Instead  of  licking  up  its 
food  as  it  glides  along,  the  serpent  uplifts  its 
crushed  prey,  and  presents  it,  grasped  in  the 
death-coil  as  in  a  hand,  t&  its  slimy,  gaping 
mouth. 

It  is  said — and  in  one  sense  it  is  true — that 
serpents  have  no  limbs ;  but  some  of  the  boas 
and  pythons  have  at  the  base  of  the  tail,  on  each 
side  of  the  vent,  a  little  hook,  which  is  support- 
ed by  a  bone  imbedded  in  the  flesh ;  and  this 
rudimentary  limb  is  no  doubt  the  insignificant 
representative  of  the  hinder  leg  of  the  ordinary 
quadruped,  and  of  our  own  lower  limb  ;  just  as 
the  nipples  of  the  male  mammalia  answer  to  the 
fully  developed  breasts  of  the  female;  and  just 
as  our  eye-teeth  correspond  to  the  canine  tusks 
of  the  lion. 

Nor  is  the  serpent  restricted  to  a  single  meth- 
od of  progression,  or  even  to  two  or  three. 
There  are  even  four  or  five  distinct  ways  in  which 
its  lithe  and  slender  body  may  be  used.  The 


slowest,  but  least  conspicuous,  is  the  stealthy 
glide  of  retreat,  when  you  can  scarcely  perceive 
a  movement  of  any  one  part,  and  yet  the  Avhole 
body  does  advance  steadily ;  but  if  you  have 
the  courage  to  place  your  hand  quietly  in  the 
serpent's  path,  and  allow  it  to  pass  over  it,  you 
will  perceive  a  sensation  as  of  a  series  of  dull 
edges,  like  those  of  paper-knives,  striking  the 
hand  backward.  Each  edge  is  that  of  one 
of  the  broad  overlapping  scales,  or  "scutes," 
which  cover  the  belly  of  the  snake,  and  each 
scute  is  moved  forward  and  backward  by  a  cor- 
responding pair  of  ribs,  of  which  there  are  from 
one  hundred  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  in  difl'er- 
ent  species  ;  and  so,  though  completely  covered 
by  skin,  and  capable  of  but  slight  individual 
motion,  each  pair  of  ribs  is  a  pair  of  legs,  and 
each  scute  is  a  single  foot,  which  slips  forward 
without  hindrance,  but  whose  hinder  edge  catch- 
es upon  the  least  inequality,  and  so  serves  as  a 
point  of  resistance  by  which  the  body  is  pushed 
forward  a  little.  And  this  little,  multiplied  by 
the  hundred  pair  of  ribs,  is  enough  to  propel 
the  snake  slowly  but  steadily  onward,  and  in  a 
straight  line. 

The  above  arrangement  of  the  scute  also  en- 
ables the  serpent  to  move  in  several  other  ways, 
in  which  the  ribs  are  less  directly,  or  at  an\ 
rate  less  individually  concerned  ;  for  the  back- 
ward-projecting edges  hinder  a  movement  in 
'any  other  than  a  forward  direction,  whether 
the  serpent  merely  fixes  one  region  of  the  body 
and  then  drags  the  others  after  it,  or  throws  it- 
self into  vertical  or  lateral  undulations,  by  the 
successive  straightening  of  Avhich  a  more  rapid 
movement  is  eflected.  The  greatest  speed  is 
attained  when  it  elevates  the  body  in  a  lofty 
arch,  and  then  projects  the  head  forward,  draws 
up  the  tail,  and  repeats  its  steps,  after  the  fash- 
ion of  the  so-called  geometer  or  measuring  cat- 
erpillars. 

It  is  commonly  believed  that  some  serpents 
can  take  the  tail  in  the  mouth  and  roll  along 
like  a  hoop  ;  but  no  such  proceeding  is  scientif- 
ically described.  Many  species,  however,  may 
spring  by  suddenly  uncoiling  themselves  into  a 
nearly  erect  position,  and  using  the  tail  as  the 
point  of  resistance.  The  rapidity  of  this  move- 
ment is  less  remarkable  than  its  precision,  when 
it  is  considered  that  every  change  in  the  posi- 
tion of  any  part  of  the  spiral  must  tend  to  af- 
fect the  position  of  the  head. 

It  may  be  remembered  that  the  first  kind  of 
serpentine  motion  was  in  a  straight  line ;  and 
.  the  fact  is  not  a  little  significant  when  we  rec- 
j  ollect  that,  morally  as  well  as  physically,  ser- 
'  pents  are  accused  of  crooked  ways ;  and  yet, 
owing  to  the  arrangements  of  the  limbs  in  the 
other  animals,  not  one  of  them — not  even  man 
I  himself — can  move,  as  does  the  serpent,  in  a 
literal  "path  of  rectitude." 

So  much  for  locomotion  without  any  limbs 
at  all.  We  have  now  to  inquire  how  many 
and  w^hat  kinds  of  movements  upon  land  are 
performed  by  their  aid. 

I     The  possible  agents  in  locomotion  are  six : 
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two  arms,  two  legs,  a  head,  and  a  tail.  The 
two  latter  are  by  no  means  to  be  despised  ; 
witness  the  parrot,  which  hangs  by  one  foot 
and  its  powerful  hooked  beak,  and  grasps  its 
prey  with  the  other  foot,  or  extends  it  for  a 
further  progress.  Remember  that  the  tail  was 
the  sole  propelling  organ  of  the  fish,  and  then 
3^ou  will  not  be  surprised  when  I  say  that  the 
kangaroo  would  be  poorly  off  without  his  tail, 
and  that  some  monkeys  would  not  readily  ex- 
change it  for  an  ordinary  arm  or  leg. 

So,  then,  we  may  have  Unipeds,  Bipeds, 
Tripeds,  Quadrupeds,  and  Quintopeds,  accord- 
ing as  they  move  upon  one,  two,  three,  four, 
or  five  legs — according  as  they  require  for  lo- 
comotion so  many  supporting  or  propelling  or- 
gans. 

This  extension  of  the  term  leg  recalls  the 
riddle  of  the  sphinx,  in  which  man  is  men- 
tioned as  moving  upon  four,  two,  and  three 
legs  at  successive  ages  ;  the  third  being  a  cane 
to  aid  his  tottering  steps.  But  man  may  both 
stand  and  move  upon  one  leg,  and  in  many 
birds — the  waders — the  feet  are  so  broad  and 


Fig.  2.— Marbled  Godwit,    {From  Terney.) 

the  joints  so  firm  that  they  can  stand  for  a  long 
time  upon  one  foot,  and  even  sleep  in  that  po- 
sition. But  while  the  spreading  toes  and  light 
body  of  the  bird  may  render  this  position  pos- 
sible, 3'et  even  they  become  bipeds  in  order  to 
advance  ;  and  man  finds  hopping  upon  one  foot 
very  irksome  even  for  a  short  distance. 

Technically  both  men  and  birds  are  bipeds  ; 
but  in  a  higher  sense  the  term  ap])lies  to  man 
alone  ;  for  although  the  bird  has  only  two  legs, 
the  wings  are  also  organs  of  locomotion,  and 
nothing  else ;  while  the  hand  and  arm  of  man 
are  wholly  released  from  the  duty  of  support- 
ing or  propelling  the  body,  and  subserve  the 
highest  physical  and  moral  purposes. 

Let  us  then  consider  bipedal  locomotion  as 
it  exists  with  man. 

"As  if  every  body  does  not  know  already 
how  he  walks."  Very  well.  Let  "any  body" 
sit  down  here  in  my  place  and  explain  it  if  he 
can.  It  is  safe  to  assume  that  five  out  of  ev- 
ery ten  could  not  do  it  at  all;  and  that  the 
other  five  would  offer  as  many  different  and 
conflicting  explanations.    Let  us,  however,  at 


the  risk  of  disagreement  with  higher  authori- 
ties,  ascertain  a  few  of  the  facts,  and  let  them 
explain  themselves. 

Fact  Nu7nher  1.— We  stand  upon  two  feet. 

Fact  Nuviher  2.— In  walking  or  running  the 
feet  move  alternately  forward  and  backward. 

Fact  Number  3.— The  foot  swings  forward 
like  a  pendulum,  Avith  little  if  any  muscular  ef- 
fort; but  it  is  pulled  backward,  and  being  then 
in  contact  with  the  earth,  it  is  fixed,  and  the 
body  is  propelled  forward. 

So  much  any  body  can  see,  and  nobody  can 
deny  :  the  three  facts  also  apply  equally  to  both 
walking  and  running.  Now  what  is  it  that 
makes  a  walk  or  a  run  ?  Three  differences  will 
suggest  themselves : 

1.  — Running  is  faster  than  walking. 

2.  — In  running  the  body  is  more  inclined  for- 
ward. 

3.  — There  is  a  greater  spring  in  running. 

But  although  these  distinctions  generally  ex- 
ist, they  are  not  essential;  for,  (\.)Yovi  maij 
Avalk  much  faster  than  you  inay  run  ;  although 
you  can  run  the  ftister.  (2.)  You  can  walk 
Avith  the  body  bent  forAvard,  and  you  can  run 
Avith  the  body  nearly  erect.  (3.)  You  can 
spring  more,  and  so  rise  higher,  in  Avalking  than 
in  running. 

There  is,  hoAvever,  one  difference  between 
Avalking  and  running,  Avhich  is  less  apparent, 
but  is  really  the  only  essential  difference.  It 
is,  that  at  every  period  of  the  step  in  walking 
some  part  of  one  or  both  feet  is  upon  the  ground ; 
the  body  is  ahvays  supported ;  but  in  running 
there  is  a  moment  Avhen  the  body  is  Avholly  un- 
supported, Avhen  both  feet  are  off  the  ground. 

Let  us  prove  this  by  going  through  the  suc- 
cessive movements  of  Avalking  and  running  very 
sloAvly,  and  note  hoAv  the  body  is  supported  at 
each  part  of  the  step.  Standing  upon  the  right 
foot  the  left  is  lifted ;  at  this  instant  Ave  are 
supported  by  one  whole  foot.  As  it  swings  for- 
Avard  we  slightly  raise  the  right  heel ;  at  this 
instant  Ave  are  supported  by  one-half  of  a  foot. 
Rising  still  higher  upon  the  ball  of  the  right 
foot,  so  that  the  foot  is  nearly  vertical  before  it 
leaA^es  the  earth,  the  heel  of  the  left  foot  has 
reached  a  spot  in  adA'ance  of  it,  so  that  Ave  are 
noAv  supported  upon  the  toes  of  the  right  foot 
and  the  heel  of  the  left ;  the  left  noAv  comes 
Avholly  to  the  ground,  and  at  the  same  instant 
the  right  foot  leaves  it  and  begins  to  SAving  for- 
AA'ard  in  its  turn,  so  that  the  body  is  now  sup- 
ported by  the  left  foot  alone.  In  the  three  suc- 
cessiA^e  stages  of  the  walking  step,  therefore, 
the  body  is  supported  first  by  one  Avhole  foot, 
next  by  the  half  of  that  foot,  and  last  by  the 
toes  of  that  foot  and  the  heel  of  the  other.  As 
shoAvn  in  the  figure  all  these  points  are  exag- 
gerated, the  feet  being  lifted  high,  and  the  heels 
and  toes  unnaturally  elevated. 

NoAv  let  us  note  the  movements  in  running. 
We  may  start  from  a  standing  position  upon 
the  flat  of  one  or  both  feet ;  but  after  once  start- 
ing the  heels  rarely,  if  ever,  touch  the  ground, 
and  the  ball  of  the  foot  both  receives  the  Aveight 
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Fig.  3.— Movements  of  the  Feet  iu  Wulkiut 


and  makes  the  spring.  In  running,  too,  there 
seeras  to  be  only  two  real  stages  instead  of 
three  :  one  when  the  right  foot  is  springing  and 
the  left  is  swinging  forward ;  the  other  when 
the  left  is  still  in  the  air  and  the  right  also  has 
left  the  earth ;  then  the  left  comes  down  and 


makes  the  spring,  while  the  right  swings  forward 
in  its  turn.  The  result  is,  that  at  one  instant 
the  body  is  supported  b}"-  the  ball  of  one  foot,  at 
the  other  instant  by  nothing  at  all ;  and  this 
constitutes  the  main  and  essential  difference  be- 
tween W'alking  and  running. 


Fig.  4.— Movements  of  the  Feet  iu  Eunninu:. 


There  is  another  thing  to  be  considered  in 
human  locomotion.  The  oscillation  of  the  body 
in  three  directions — forward  and  backward,  up- 
ward and  downward,  and  from  side  to  side. 
The  first  movement  is  really  forward  all  the 
time,  but  it  is  more  rapid  at  one  instant  than 
at  another;  the  vertical  movement  varies  ac- 
cording to  the  kind  of  spring  made  by  each  foot  ; 
but  in  an  ordinary  walk  the  body  rises  and  falls 
successively  a  little  more  than  one  inch.  The 
lateral  movement  is  made  in  order  to  balance 
the  body  upon  one  foot ;  and  is  greatest  in  very 
fleshy  people,  as  also  in  ducks  and  other  wide- 
bodied  birds. 

The  result  of  the  combination  of  these  three 
movements  is  that  any  one  point  of  the  body, 
say  the  tip  of  the  nose  for  instance,  will  describe 
in  walking  a  very  curious  line,  a  little  upward 
and  to  the  left  as  the  body  rises  on  the  left  foot, 
then  downward  to  the  right,  then  upward  to 
the  right  as  the  body  rises  on  the  right  foot,  and 
all  the  time  it  is  advancing  forward,  but  less 
rapidly  between  each  two  springs  from  the  al- 
ternate feet. 

There  are  several  other  modes  of  human  lo- 
comotion. We  may  hop  upon  one  foot,  or  jump 
upon  two ;  we  may  also  leap  upon  two,  but  in 
leaping  the  two  feet  are  not  together  as  rn  jump- 
ing ;  and,  finally,  we  may  vault  from  one  or 
both  feet,  aided  by  one  or  both  hands.  Spring- 
ing, bounding,  and  skipping  are  varieties  of 
leaping,  according  to  the  relative  height  and 
length  of  the  movement. 

So  far  as  I  know,  the  walking  and  the  run- 
ning of  birds  are  like  the  same  movements  in 
man;  but  some  of  the  running  birds  {Cnrsores, 
as  they  are  called)  derive  great  assistance  from 
their  wings,  which,  though  neither  large  enough 
nor  vigorous  enough  to  raise  their  heavy  bodies 
into  the  air,  yet  by  their  flapping  enable  the 


ostrich  to  outstrip  the  horse,  and  the  smaller 
South  American  species,  the  Rhea,  to  escape 
the  greyhound.  The  Cassowaries  of  Australia 
and  the  Indian  Archipelago,  too,  are  non-flying 
-birds,  and  only  use  their  wings  as  auxiliaries  to 
the  feet  in  terrestrial  locomotion.  But  in  New 
Zealand  are  several  smaller  species  in  which 


Fig.  5.— Africaii  Ostrich. 

the  bones  of  the  wing  are  much  reduced  in  size, 
and  bear  only  a  few  stiff  quills,  which  can  be  of 
little  if  any  use  ;  the  Dodo,  too,  a  bird  like  a 
gigantic  pigeon  of  fifty  pounds  weight,  which 
lived  in  the  Mauritius  two  centuries  ago,  had 
an  equally  rudimentary  wing,  and  moved  so 
slowly  that  it  was  soon  destroyed,  and  all  that 
now  remain  of  it  are  two  feet  in  two  English 
museums  and  a  skull  at  Copenhagen.  But 
there  is  a  painting  of  the  bird  in  the  British 
Museum,  and  also  one  at  the  Hague. 

Still  more  remarkable,  however,  as  to  both 
size  and  absence  of  flying  organs,  were  the  gi- 
gantic birds  whose  fossil  remains  are  found  iu 
jNIadagascar  and  New  Zealand.  They  seem  to 
have  had  no  wing  at  all ;  but  their  size,  and  the 
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Fig.  6. — The  Kangaroo. 

enormous  length  and  strength  of  their  legs,  must 
have  rendered  them  pretty  secure  from  injury. 
The  Moas  (Dinomis^  of  New  Zealand  ranged 
from  five  to  nearly  fifteen  feet  in  height,  and 
the  Epi/ornis  of  Madagascar  may  have  been 
even  taller.  They  were  really  feathered  beasts 
of  the  earth. 

Birds  are  also  said  to  hop ;  but  it 
must  be  remembei^d  that  hopping  is 
a  movement  on  one  leg,  and  that  the 
so-called  hopping  of  sparrows,  rob- 
ins, and  the  like,  is  really  jumping. 

There  are  a  few  animals  which  are 
not,  strictly  speaking,  bipeds,  but 
which,  nevertheless,  move  upon  two 
legs  :  such  are  the  little  dormouse 
of  our  own  country  and  the  great  jer- 
boa of  Europe,  which  is  said  to  clear 
nine  feet  at  a  bound.  Their  hind 
legs  are  very  long,  and  their  front 
legs  very  short,  so  as  to  be  used  only 
to  support  the  head  and  shoulders  in 
feeding. 

The  kangaroo  resembles  them  in 
the  disproportion  of  the  two  pairs  of 
legs,  but  it  is  really  a  triped  rather 
than  a  biped,  and  rests  upon  the  base 
of  its  thick  tail  as  upon  a  third  foot ; 
it  will  even  balance  itself  securely 
upon  one  foot  and  the  tail,  and  deal 
vigorous  blows  with  the  other  foot. 
It  is  said  that  in  Australia  the  strength 
of  the  animal  has  been  made  useful 
by  inclosing  him  in  a  kind  of  tread- 
mill, by  working  which  there  is 
turned  a  grindstone,  chaff-cutter, 
bean-mill,  turnip-cutter,  and  wash- 
ing-machine, all  {It  the  same  time. 

We  find  still  more  perfect  examples 
of  trij)cdal  locomotion  among  the 


climbing  birds;  for,  as  every  one  has 
observed,  the  parrot  uses  its  strong  and 
hooked  beak  as  a  third  foot;  and  the 
woodpeckers,  Avhile  clinging  to  the  bark 
of  the  tree  with  their  feet,  derive  great 
support  by  forcing  the  sharp  ends  of  tlie 
stifi"  tail  feathers  into  crevices,  and  so 
work  with  far  less  fatigue. 

There  are  tripeds  among  the  reptiles 
also,  and  even  among  the  fishes  ;  for  the 
little  salamander,  cheirotes,  has  only  two 
legs,  and  they  can  support  only  the  front 
part  of  the  body,  all  the  rest  being  upon 
the  ground,  and  forming  a  third  point  of 
support.     And  among  the  fishes  are  sev- 
eral species  which  can  and  do  habitually 
leave  their  native  element,  and  emerge 
upon  the  land,  either  for  the  pur])ose  of 
migrating,  as  do  the  eels  when  their  ponds 
dry  np,  or  to  catch  insects  upon  the 
beach.    In  the  latter  case  the  fish  shuf- 
fles itself  along  by  means  of  its  stifi"  and 
spiny  pectoral  fins — the  hinder  part  of  the 
body  being  supported  by  the  tail,  which 
may  also  aid  in  locomotion.    Such  are 
the  members  of  the  Gobioid  family,  and 
the  Lophioids,  or  fishing  frogs,  Avhich,  in  addi- 
tion to  their  extraordinary  method  of  enticing 
smaller  fish  into  their  gaping  mouths  by  means 
of  a  long  rod-like  appendage  projecting  beyond 
the  head,  are  also  said  to  come  upon  tlie  shore 
and  remain  there  for  a  considerable  time. 
The  climbing  perch  or  anabas,  of  Tranque- 


FiG.  7.— Woodpecker. 
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Fig.  8. — ^Marbled  Angler,  climbing. 

bar,  was  mentioned  in  the  first  paper,  and  there 
are  several  South  American  species  which  have 
a  similar  habit. 

Leaving  now  these  rather  ambiguous  as  w^ell 
as  amphibious  modes  of  terrestrial  locomotion, 
let  us  study  the  movements  of  the  more  numer- 
ous animals,  the  quadrupeds.  As  the  term  im- 
plies, they  move  upon  four  limbs,  which  are 
generally  placed  at  or  near  the  two  ends  of  the 
body,  but  the  head  and  neck  always  project 
more  or  less  beyond  the  front  legs,  so  as  to 
throw  upon  them  most  of  the  weight  of  the 
body,  whether  at  rest  or  in  motion,  while  the 
hind  legs  are  both  placed  and  constructed  as 
organs  of  propulsion  rather  than  of  support. 

The  walking  of  a  horse  or  a  cow  may  seem  a 
very  simple  matter ;  but  I  venture  to  assert  that 
if  ten  peoi)le  are  asked  to  explain  it,  at  least 
five  will  confess  to  never  having  noticed  it  par- 
ticularly, and  the  other  five  will  ofier  as  many 
different  descriptions  ;  and  that  the  matter  will 
be  made  worse  by  proposing  the  trot,  tlie  am- 
ble, the  canter,  or  the  gallop  as  the  subject  of 
discussion.  At  any  rate,  I  have  not  yet  been 
able  to  find  any  two  books  which  agree,  unless 
one  of  them  is  manifestly  copied  from  the  other. 

In  the  stall,  or  when  standing  merely  for 
rest,  or  when  wearied  or  under  restraint,  the 
legs  of  the  horse  or  of  the  cow  assume  almost 
any  position  ;  but  in  the  intervals  of  motion,  or 
when  preparing  to  move  at  either  a  trot,  a  walk, 
or  an  amble,  their  relative  position  is  always 
the  same.  The  legs  of  one  side  are  farther 
apart  than  those  of  the  other,  so  that  eitlier  the 
right  front  leg  is  a  little  in  advance  of  the  left 
front  leg,  and  the  right  hind  leg  a  little  behind 
the  left  hind  leg,  or  the  reverse. 

In  the  walk,  the  trot,  and  the  amble  the  feet 
always  move  and  succeed  each  other  in  one  and 
the  same  order :  after  a  front  foot  comes  the 
hind  foot  of  the  opposite  side,  but  after  a  hind 
foot  comes  the  front  foot  of  the  same  side.  If, 
for  instance,  the  horse  moves  his  right  front 
foot,  you  know  that  the  next  to  be  moved  is  the 
left  hind  foot,  the  next  the  left  front  foot,  and 
the  last  the  right  hind  foot ;  and  it  makes  no 
difference  with  which  foot  you  begin,  the  order 
of  the  succession  is  the  same.    To  express  it 


briefly,  we  may  say — succession  backward,  that 
is,  from  before  backward,  is  diagonal,  or  upon 
opposite  sides  of  the  body  ;  but  succession  for- 
ward, that  is,  from  behind  forward,  is  always 
direct,  or  upon  the  same  side  of  the  body. 

Now,  in  ordinary  regular  walking,  the  feet 
not  only  move  in  the  above  order,  but  each 
moves  in  the  same  time,  and  there  is  an  equal 
interval  of  time  between  the  successive  move- 
ments of  any  two  legs.  Moreover,  the  front  leg 
always  moves  first,  the  opposite  hind  leg  sec- 
ond, the  other  front  leg  third,  and  last,  the  hind 
leg  of  the  same  side  w^ith  the  one  first  moved. 
But  there  are  two  kinds  of  irregular  walks, 
which  differ  from  each  other  and  from  the  reg- 
ular w^alk  by  the  less  length  of  the  interval  be- 
tween either  the  hind  legs  and  the  fore  legs,  or 
the  fore  legs  and  the  hind  legs. 

One  of  these  irregular  Avalks  may  be  called 
the  "trot-walk,"  because  it  leads  to  a  trot.  In 
it  the  front  leg  is  moved,  and  the  opposite  hind 
leg  is  moved  very  quickly  after  it,  while,  the  in- 
terval between  the  movement  of  either  hind  leg 
and  the  front  leg  of  the  same  side  may  be  much 
longer.  This  happens  in  grazing.  The  animal 
steps  with  a  front  leg,  and  then  with  the  oppo- 
site hind  leg ;  it  may  rest  in  that  position  for 
some  time ;  and  the  next  movement  is  of  the 
other  front  leg,  followed  immediately  by  the 
opposite  hind  leg.  In  this  kind  of  walking 
-the  direct  interval,  therefore,  is  relatively  long, 
and  the  diagonal  interval  is  relatively  short ; 
and  if  it  becomes  so  short  as  to  almost  or  quite 
disappear,  then  the  front  leg  of  one  side  and 
the  liind  leg  of  the  opposite  side  will  move 
nearly  or  quite  together ;  and  this  is  a  trot. 
Now  the  trot  differs  from  the  walk  in  this, 
too,  that  in  the  latter  only  one  foot  was  off 
the  ground  at  a  time ;  but  in  the  former  two 
feet  are  in  the  air  at  once,  and  the  body  is 
supported  by  the  other  two. 

The  horse  and  the  cow  move  at  a  walk,  a 
trot-Avalk,  or  at  a  trot.  But  the  camel  and  the 
giraffe,  the  elephant,  and  some  horses,  move  in 
a  difierent  way  —  by  lessening  the  interval  of 
time  between  the  movement  of  the  feet  of  the 
same  side,  and  by  beginning  the  movement  with 
a  hind  leg  instead  of  a  front  leg.  The  direct 
interval  is  then  the  shorter;  and  in  the  ele- 
phant the  hind  feet  step  into  the  tracks  of  the 
front  feet,  which  forces  the  latter  to  rise  just 
before  the  others  come  down,  so  that  both  the 
feet  of  one  side  are  in  the  air  together.  This 
is  the  amble-walk ;  because,  by  still  further  di- 
minishing the  interval  between  the  movements 
of  the  hind  leg  and  the  front  leg  of  the  same 
side,  they  finally  move  nearly  or  quite  together. 
This  is  the  "  amble"  or  "pace."  As  in  the  trot, 
two  feet  are  always  off  the  ground  ;  but  in  this 
they  are  two  of  the  same  side.  The  body  swings, 
as  a  whole,  from  side  to  side  ;  but  there  is  little 
jar,  and  it  is  an  easy  movement. 

A  curious  comparison  may  be  drawn  between 
the  movements  of  the  human  and  the  quadru- 
pedal limbs.  In  walking  the  heel  of  one  foot 
strikes  the  ground,  then  the  toe  of  the  same 
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foot ;  and  then,  in  turn,  the  heel  and  the  toe 
of  the  opposite  foot.  The  order  of  succession, 
then,  of  the  two  heels  and  the  two  toes  is  pre- 
cisel}^  that  of  the  four  limbs  of  a  quadruped. 
And,  moreover,  since  each  heel  strikes  the 
earth  before  its  toe,  and  since  the  heel  and 
the  toe  of  one  side  move  more  nearly  together 
than  either  does  with  the  toe  or  the  heel  of 
the  other  foot,  therefore  the  movement  of  our 
feet  is  really  an  amble-walk. 

But  if  we  regard  the  feet  as  single  organs, 
and  note  the  movements  of  the  arms  at  the 
same  time,  then,  since  the  left  arm  moves  with 
the  right  leg,  and  the  right  arm  with  the  left 
leg,  and  since  the  arm  always  begins  to  move 
a  little  before  the  leg,  therefore  the  movement 
is  like  the  trot-walk  of  the  quadruped. 

The  above  accounts  of  the  five  more  common 
and  more  easily  studied  movements  of  quadru- 
peds are  by  no  means  to  be  taken  as  final  and 
conclusive.  They  represent  the  opinions  of 
one  observer,  and  he  is  as  liable  to  error  as 
any  of  the  five  out  of  ten  who  were  supposed 
to  disagree.  More  careful  and  extensive  ob- 
servation may  show  that  some  other  account  is 
correct.  At  any  rate,  the  whole  subject  is  well 
worth  investigation. 

But  if  our  knowledge  is  slight  in  amount 
and  doubtful  in  quality  respecting  the  three 
modes  of  walking,  the  trot,  and  the  amble, 
what  shall  be  said  of  the  canter  and  the  gal- 
lop? The  greater  rapidity  of  each  movement 
renders  them  difficult  to  study,  and  the  total 
discrepancy  of  opinion  between  different  au- 
thors only  increases  the  pe}'})iexity ;  for  what 
one  man  calls  a  canter  another  calls  a  gallop, 
and  one  distinguishes  three  kinds  of  gallop,  while 
another  thinks  there  are  only  two.  Probably 
our  only  sure  way  to  ascertain  the  whole  truth 
is  to  take  an  "instantaneous  photograph"  of 
animals  in  the  different  parts  of  the  ste])s,  as 
has  been  so  successfully  done  by  Dr.  O.  W. 
Holmes  in  studying  human  locomotion. 

The  common  monkeys  and  baboons,  in  which 
the  four  limbs  are  of  nearly  equal  length,  prob- 
ably walk  and  trot  upon  them  like  the  ordinary 
quadrupeds.  But  all  their  movements  are  so 
commingled  with  climbing  that  no  very  satisfac- 
tory statement  can  be  made.  The  long-armed 
apes,  however,  including  the  orangs,  the  gib- 
bons, the  chimpanzee,  and  the  gorilla,  are  said 
to  plant  the  hands  upon  the' ground  together, 
and,  resting  upon  the  knuckles,  to  swing  the 
body  and  legs  forward  between  them,  just  as  if 
we  used  a  pair  of  crutches  and  swung  the  body 
between  them — a  kind  of  exaggerated  canter. 

But  the  gibbons  progress  in  a  yet  more  re- 
markable manner,  using  only  tlieir  prodigious- 
ly long  and  strong  arms ;  grasping  a  branch 
with  one  hand,  they  swing  to  and  fro,  and  then 
launch  themselves  through  the  air  with  such 
force  as  to  clear  a  space  of  even  forty  feet, 
and  with  such  precision  as  to  seize  a  bird  in 
their  passage  with  one  hand  and  a  branch  with 
the  other.  We  have  never  heard,  however,  of 
a  gibbon  essaying  the  perilous  feat  of  the  hu- 
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man  "  zampilaerostator"— namely,  turning  a 
somersault  in  passing  through  the  air  from 
one  trapeze  to  another. 

Monkeys  are  the  typical  chmbers,  but  they 
are  not  the  only  animals  that  ascend  trees.  All 
the  smaller  cats,  and  the  martens  and  weasels 
and  some  of  the  bears,  can  climb  by  means 
of  their  sharp  claws,  especially  if  the  tree  is  a 
little  inclined,  so  as  to  afford  some  support  to 
their  bodies.  Our  figure  represents  a  marten 
in  the  act  of  despoiling  a  bird's  nest.  The  bears 
support  their  proportionately  greater  weight  by 
hugging  the  trunk  of  the  tree. 

But  the  monkeys  climb  by  grasping  small 
branches,  not  by  means  of  claws.  Their  fin- 
gers are  long  and  strong,  and  the  absence  of  a 
thumb  in  many  of  them  does  not  interfere  with 
their  action  as  hooks  for  supporting  the  body, 
so  that  the  arms  may  pull  it  up.  Their  thumbs 
are  really  upon  tlieir  feet,  for  the  great  toes  are 
long,  and  stand  out  at  an  angle  from  the  side 
of  the  foot,  so  that  they  not  only  have  a  broad 
and  flexible  tripod  to  rest  upon  when  in  the 
trees,  but  are  able  to  use  the  foot  as  an  organ 
for  grasping  objects  for  food. 

Some  monkeys  have  a  tail,  too,  which  serves 
as  a  fifth  organ  of  support.  It  is  long  and 
strong,  and  very  flexible,  so  that  it  may  be 
coiled  about  a  branch  and  even  bear  the  en- 
tire weight  of  the  animal ;  and  these  monkeys, 
which  are  found  chiefl}''  m  South  America, 
move  from  bough  to  bough,  and  swing  them- 
selves from  one  tree  to  another  with  astonish- 
ing celerity. 

Some  other  quadrupeds  have  prehensile  tails. 
Such  are  the  opossums,  which  not  only  climb 
and  suspend  themselves  by  their  aid,  but  when 
young  are  carried  upon  tlie  mother's  back, 
twist  their  little  tails  around  hers,  and  thus 
cling  firmly  to  her  even  while  she  is  in  rapid 
motion.  Many  lizards,  also,  have  prehensile 
tails. 

The  reverse  of  climbing  is  burrowing,  and 
there  are  burrowers  in  each  of  the  vertebrate 
classes ;  the  mole,  the  marmot,  the  rat,  the 
bear,  and  the  ornithorhynchus  among  the  mam- 
mals ;  the  sand-swallows  and  others  among  the 
birds  ;  the  smaller  tortoises  among  the  reptiles ; 
and  among  the  fishes  the  lepidosiren  or  mud- 
fish, of  Africa,  which  at  the  approach  of  the  dry 
season  buries  itself  in  the  earth,  and  there  re- 
mains until  the  rains  fall  again. 

We  see,  then,  that  there  are  both  mammals 
and  birds,  reptiles  and  fishes,  which  may  in  one 
sense  be  called  beasts  of  the  earth,  since  they 
move  upon  the  surface  of  the  earth  or  ascend 
trees,  which  are  simply  prolongations  of  it  up- 
ward ;  they  descend  below  the  surface,  and  they 
move  along  upon  it  by  means  of  one  or  two  or 
three  or  four  or  five  organs  of  locomotion  or 
support. 

Nature  stops  here ;  but  man,  impelled  by  a 
desire  to  represent  to  the  eye  the  organs  by 
which  the  soul  moves  in  the  other  life,  and  for- 
getting tliat  man  lives  a  man  after  death,  and 
is  in  the  human  form,  though  independent  of 
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Fig.  9.— Marten  climbing  a  Tree  for  Eggs.— South  American  Moul^ey,  with  prehensile  Tail.    {From  Schinz.) 


space  and  time,  has  peopled  the  heaven  and  bilities — since  the  wing  of  a  bird  is  the  same  or- 

the  hell  of  his  imagination  with  six-limbed  be-  gan  with  the  a'rm  of  a  man, 
ings,  having  two  legs,  two  arms,  and  two  Avings ;       The  trne  winged  things,  the  "birds  of  the 

and  which,  whether  beautiful  cherubs  or  hideous  air, "  which  we  know  tO'  exist,  will  be  described 

fiends,  are  alike  monsters — anatomical  impossi-  in  the  next  paper. 
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IN  TUE  JU>'GLE. 


NEXT  to  hearing  Our  Friend  Paul  du 
Chaillii  tell  the  story  of  his  adventures 
is  the  pleasure  of  reading  them,  as  set  down  in 
his  own  racy  and  idiomatic  language,  in  the 
main  excellent  English,  with  just  enough  of 
Gallicisms  to  indicate  the  French  descent  of  the 
writer.  A  man's  style  is  a  part  of  himself ; 
and  Monsieur  Paul  has  done  wisely  to  dispense 
with  the  services  of  an  editor,  and  tell  his  story 
in  his  own  way.  He  takes  those  who  read  his 
books,  as  well  as  those  who  hear  his  lectures, 
into  his  personal  confidence.  This  in  his  new 
book*  he  thus  begins  : 

"My  dear  young  folks, — In  the  first  bookf 
which  I  wrote  for  you  we  traveled  together 
through  the  Gorilla  Country,  and  saAV  not  only 
the  gigantic  apes,  but  also  the  cannibal  tribes 
which  eat  men.  In  the  second  bookf  we  con- 
tinued our  hunting,  and  met  leopards,  elei)hants, 
hippopotami,  wild -boars,  great  serpents,  etc., 
etc.  We  were  stung  and  chased  by  the  fierce 
Bashikouay  ants,  and  plagued  by  flies. 

"Last  spring  your  friend  Paul,  not  satisfied 
with  writing  for  young  folks,  took  it  into  his 
head  to  lecture  before  them.  When  I  men- 
tioned the  subject  to  my  acquaintances  many 


*  Lost  in  the  Jungle.  By  Paul  Dcr  Chailltt.  Har- 
per and  Brothers. 

t  Stories  of  the  Gorilla  Country. —  See  Magazine, 
April,  1808. 

t  Wild  Life  under  the  Equator. — See  Magazine,  Jan- 
nary,  1869. 


of  them  laughed  at  the  notion  of  my  lecturing 
to  you,  and  a  few  remarked,  'Tliis  is  another 
of  your  queer  notions.'  I  did  not  see  it.  I 
thought  I  would  try.  Thousands  of  young 
folks  came  to  your  friend  Paul's  lectures,  in 
Boston,  Brooklyn,  and  New  York.  Not  only 
did  my  young  friends  come,  but  a  great  many 
old  folks  were  also  seen  among  them. 

"  When  he  asked  the  girls  and  boys  of  New 
York  if  he  should  write  more  books  for  them, 
the  tremendous  cheers  and  hurras  they  gave 
him  told  him  that  he  had  better  go  to  w'ork. 

"Before  writing  this  new  volume  I  went  to 
my  good  and  esteemed  friends,  my  publishers 
in  Fi-anklin  Square,  and  asked  them  what  they 
thought  of  a  new  book  for  Young  Folks.  '  Cer- 
tainly,' they  said;  'by  all  means.  Friend  Paul, 
write  a  new  book ;  for  Stoines  of  the  Gorilki 
Country  and  Wild  Life  under  tlie  Equator  are  in 
great  demand.'  I  immediately  took  hold  of 
my  old  journals,  removed  the  African  dust  from 
them,  and  went  to  work  ;  and  now  we  are  going 
to  be  Lost  in  the  Jungle. 

We  propose  to  make  a  few  extracts  from  this 
book,  which  will  give  some  idea  of  its  character : 

A  VOYAGE  ON  THE  REMBO. 
"The  sun  is  hot;  it  is  mid-day.  The  flies 
are  ])laguing  us  ;  the  boco,  the  nchouna,  the  ibo- 
lai  are  hard  at  work,  and  the  question  is,  which 
of  these  three  flies  will  bite  us  the  hardest ;  they 
feel  lively,  for  they  like  tliis  kind  of  weather,  and 
thev  swarm  round  our  canoes. 
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A  ROYAL  OANOE. 


"I  wish  you  could  have  seen  the  magnificent 
canoes  we  had ;  they  were  made  of  single  trunks 
of  huge  trees.  We  had-^-^ft  the  village  of  Goum- 
bi,  where  my  good  friei»^j»^uengLieza,  of  wliom  I 
have  spoken  before,  ancMhe  best  friend  I  had  in 
Africa,  reigned. 

"Our  canoes  were  paddling  against  the  cur- 
rent of  the  narrow  and  deep  river  Rembo.  You 
may  well  ask  yourselves  where  is  the  place  for 
which  I  am  bound.  If  you  bad  seen  us  you 
might  have  thought  we  were  going  to  make  war, 
for  the  canoes  were  full  of  men  who  were  covered 
with  all  their  war  fetiches  ;  their  faces  were  paint- 
ed, and  they  were  loaded  with  implements  of  war. 
The  drums  beat  furiously,  and  the  paddlers,  as 
we  ascended,  were  singing  Avar- songs,  and  at 
times  they  Avould  sing  praises  in  honor  of  their 
king,  saying  that  Quengueza  was  above  all  kings. 

"Quengueza  and  I  were  in  the  royal  canoe,  a 
superb  piece  of  wood  over  sixty  feet  long,  the 
prow  being  an  imitation  of  an  immense  croco- 
dile's head,  whose  jaws  were  wide  open,  showing 
its  big,  sharp,  pointed  teeth.  This  was  emblem- 
atic, and  meant  that  it  would  swallow  all  the  en- 
emies of  the  king.  In  our  canoe  there  were 
more  than  sixty  paddlers.  At  the  stern  was 
seated  old  Quengueza,  the  queen,  who  held  an 
umbrella  over  the  head  of  his  majesty,  and  my- 
self; and  seated  back  of  us  all  was  Adouma.  the 
king's  nephew,  who  was  armed  with  an  immense 
paddle,  by  which  he  guided  the  canoe. 

"  How  warm  it  was !  Every  few  minutes  I 
dipped  my  old  Panama  hat,  which  was  full  of 
green  leaves,  into  the  water,  and  also  my  um- 
brella, for,  I  tell  you,  the  sun  seemed  almost  as 
hot  as  fire.  The  bodies  of  the  paddlers  v.ere 
shining  with  the  oil  that  exuded  from  their  skin." 

A  YOUNG  GORILLA. 

"Now  let  us  follow  that  young  gorilla,  whom 
I  called  Jack. 

"Jack,  to  begin  with,  was  the  most  untracta- 


ble  little  beast  one  could  possibly  get  hold  of. 
Jack  was  a  little  villain,  a  little  rogue,  very  treach- 
erous, and  quite  untamable.  The  kinder  I  was 
"the  Avorse  he  seemed  to  be.  We  took  him  Avith 
us  in  the  forest  till  AA-e  returned  to  our  village, 
and  then  many  of  the  Avomen  disajjpeared. 

"Jack  AA'as  smart  in  his  Avickedness,  and  AA'as 
quite  as  treacherous  as  any  of  the  gorillas  I  had 
met  before.  He  Avould  not  eat  any  cooked  food, 
and  every  day  I  had  to  send  into  the  forest  for  ber- 
ries and  nuts.  1  Avish  you  could  have  seen  his 
eyes  glisten,  you  Avould  have  noticed  how  treach- 
erous and  gloomy  they  Avere.  Jack  Avas  cunning ; 
he  Avould  look  at  me  right  straight  in  the  face, 
and  Avhen  he  did  that  I  learned  that  he  meant 
mischief,  and,  if  close  at  hand,  meant  an  attack 
upon  me. 

"  Of  course,  once  in  the  camp,  the  forked  stick 
had  been  taken  aAvay,  and  a  little  chain  tied 
round  the  neck  of  Jack ;  the  chain  Avas  about 
six  feet  long.  Then  I  had  a  long  pole  fastened 
in  the  ground,  and  the  chain  AA^as  tied  to  an  iron 
ring  Avhich  had  been  used  as  a  bracelet  on  the 
upper  arm  of  a  native,  by  Avliich  means  he  could 
tuni  all  around  Avithout  entangling  the  chain. 

"  One  day  I  had  come  to  offer  Jack  some  tondo 
(berries)  Avhicli  friend  IMalaouen  had  just  collect- 
ed for  him  (I  Avanted  always  to  feed  Jack  my- 
self, to  see  if  I  coidd  tame  him),  and  I  approach- 
ed the  little  felloAv  to  Avithin  the  distance  AA-hich 
I  thought  the  utmost  length  of  his  chain  Avould 
alloAv  him  to  go.  He  looked  at  me  straight  in 
the  face,  and  I  AA'aited  for  him  to  extend  his  arm 
to  get  the  nice  tondo  I  AA-as  offering  him,  Avhen, 
quick  as  lightning,  he  thrcAv  his  body  on  the 
ground  on  one  arm  and  one  leg,  the  chain  draAvn 
to  its  full  length,  and  then,  before  I  kncAv  it,  he 
seized  my  leg,  and  Avith  his  big  toe  got  hold  and 
fest  of  my  inexpressibles^  Avhich  AAere  rather  old, 
and  a  portion  of  tliem  was  soon  in  his  possession. 
I  thought  in  my  friglit  that  a  piece  of  my  leg  had 
also  been  taken  away,  which  I  am  glad  to  say 
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was  not  the  case.  Still  holding  the  piece  of  my 
pantaloons,  he  retreated  to  his  pole,  then  gave  a 
howl,  and  started  at  me  again.  This  time  I 
knew  better — I  was  off.  He  held  the  piece  of 
my  pantaloons  for  a  long  time,  it  having  passed 
from  his  big  toe  into  his  hand. 

"Jack  looked  at  times  almost  cross-eyed,  and 
was  as  ugly  a  fellow  as  any  one  could  wish  to 
see.  He  was  not  so  strong  as  friend  Joe,  the 
account  of  which  you  liave  read  in  '  Stories  of 
the  Gorilla  Country,'  but  he  was  a  pretty  strong 
chap,  and  I  should  not  have  liked  to  be  shut  up 
in  a  room  alone  with  him.  Several  times  I  had 
narrow  escapes  of  a  grip  from  his  strong  big  toe. 

"When  evening  came  Jack  would  collect  the 
dry  leaves  I  had  given  him,  and  would  go  to 
sleep  upon  them,  and  sometimes  he  did  look  al- 
most like  a  child." 

HUNTING  LAND-CRABS. 

"We  have  come  down  to  the  river.  We  are 
off  in  our  canoes  to  hunt  for  ogombon  (land- 
crabs),  each  one  of  us  being  provided  with  a 
basket  and  a  short  cutlass,  and  are  paddling  for 
some  spot  not  far  from  the  banks  of  the  river 
where  the  land-crabs  are  found  in  abundance. 
There  are  several  canoes  full  of  women,  for 
catching  crabs  is  the  special  business  of  the  wo- 
men, as  hunting  is  the  special  work  of  the  men. 

' '  The  land-crabs  burrow  in  the  ground.  Their 
holes  are  found  in  very  large  numbers  in  some 
parts  of  the  country.  The  burrows  form  the 
subterranean  homes  of  the  crabs,  into  which 
they  retire  when  alarmed — and  the  slightest 
noise  does  that.  They  remain  in  their  burrows 
until  hunger  drives  them  out  in  search  of  food, 
or  when  they  fancy  danger  is  averted. 

"We  landed  at  last  on  a  swampy  bottom, 
the  soil  of  which  was  very  black.  I  immediate- 
ly saw  an  innumerable  quantity  of  crabs  running 
in  all  directions — making  for  their  burrows — 
alarmed  at  our  approach  and  the  sound  of  foot- 
steps ;  and  as  they  ran  they  displayed  the  two 
large  claws  with  which  they  were  ready  to  bite 
any  one  bold  enough  to  seize  them.  The  ground 
was  covered  with  burrows. 

' '  These  land  -  crabs  are  curious  creatures. 


They  are  found  in  various  parts  of  the  world, 
and  Equatorial  Africa  has  a  fair  share  of  theui, 
in  goodly  variety.  The  natives  have  any  num- 
ber of  wonderfid  tales  to  tell  about  the  ogom- 
bons. 

"There  was  a  wild  shout  of  joy  among  the 
people  at  having  come  to  the  riglit  spot.  The 
baskets  were  immediately  opened,  the  short 
heavy  sticks  and  cutlasses  were  got  in  readiness, 
and  we  scattered  all  over  the  thickly-wooded  isl- 
and, for  it  was  an  island  where  only  mangrove 
grew.  Not  far  from  the  island  I  coidd  see  huge 
hippopotami  playing  in  the  river,  but  we  had 
taken  it  into  our  heads  to  come  down  the  river 
and  make  a  great  haul  of  these  crustacese. 

"  There  was,  as  I  have  said,  a  general  skedad- 
dle of  crabs,  for  at  the  least  noise  they  ran  away, 
having  a  counterpart  in  the  women,  \xho  ran  to 
and  fro  with  great  shouts,  Avh^ich  Avere  soon  taken 
up  by  the  men,  in  their  wild  excitement  after 
land-crabs. 

"These  crabs  were  of  tremendous  size,  and 
were  the  real  ogombons,  the  largest  species 
found  in  the  country,  and  the  only  ones  the  na- 
tives will  eat.  They  were  gray,  almost  of  the 
color  of  the  mud  on  which  they  walk.  They 
were  armed  with  tremendous  claws,  which  warn- 
ed us  to  be  very  careful  in  handling  them,  or  we 
should  get  a  good  bite. 

"This  island  was  celebrated  as  the  home  of 
the  ogombons,  and  the  whole  of  that  i>art  on 
which  we  landed  was  entirely  covered  with  their 
burrows,  which  were  in  many  places  so  thick 
and  so  close  together  as  to  communicate  with 
each  other.  In  tfiese  retreats  the  crabs  remain 
in  darkness.  They  never  venture  far  from  home. 
How  Master  Land-Crab  knows  his  own  habita- 
tion from  those  of  his  neighbor  I  can  not  tell, 
but  now  and  then  he  would  make  a  mistake  and 
go  into  'somebody  else's  house,'  thus  getting 
into  the  wrong  box. 

"  At  this  time  of  the  year  the  land-crabs  were 
fat,  but  the  shells  were  somewhat  hard,  but  not 
so  hard  as  later  in  the  season,  when  the  cral)  ls 
left  to  himself,  not  being  so  good  to  eat.  Hence, 
in  the  season,  land-crab  parties  start  from  eyery 
village  for  the  spots  where  they  are  to  be  found. 


204: 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


AX  AFFEOriONATE  CRAB. 


"When  the  crabs  are  ready  to  cast  off  their 
shells  they  shut  themselves  up  in  their  burrow, 
which  they  have  stocked  with  leaves,  closing  the 
entrance  with  mud,  and  they  remain  there  until 
their  new  armor  is  on.  After  quitting  its  old 
armor  a  crab  is  very  soft,  but  in  course  of  time 
the  new  shell  becomes  hard,  even  harder  than 
the  precedhig  one.  1  was  never  able  to  ascertain 
the  age  a  land-crab  could  attain. 

"  So  we  were  racing  in  every  direction  after 
the  land-crabs,  which  fled  with  the  utmost  speed 
for  their  burrows.  Now  and  then  one  would  be 
caught.  We  had  to  be  very  light  of  foot  when 
approaching  them,  for  at  the  least  noise  they 
would  go  and  hide  in  their  dark  abodes. 

"Of  the  two  large  claws  one  was  a  tremen- 
dous thing,  and  it  was  amusing  to  watch  the 
crabs  walking  leisurely  round  their  holes,  as  if 
there  was  no  foe  in  their  neighborhood,  but  yet 
holding  up  one  of  the  large  claws  as  if  they  were 
ready  for  any  thing  that  might  come  along.  This 
claw  nodded  backward  and  forward  in  a  very 
comical  manner. 

"  I  approached  one  very  big  fellow  without  his 
having  perceived  me,  and,  before  he  was  aware, 
I  laid  ray  stick  heavily  on  his  back,  and  then 
seized  him  with  my  hand,  to  place  him  in  the 
basket  which  hung  at  my  side.  I  roared  out 
with  pain,  for  he  had  got  hold  of  one  of  my  fin- 
gers with  its  large  claw,  and  shook  it  as  if  he 
would  have  torn  it  off.  With  my  other  hand  I 
quickly  seized  the  crab  and  twisted  the  claws 
from  the  body,  which  I  thought  would  release 
me;  but  lo  !  althougli  the  body  lay  on  the  ground, 
the  rascally  claws  gripped  harder  than  ever.  '  Oh  I 
oh !  !  oh  I !  !'  I  shouted — which  cries  brought  two 
or  three  of  the  women  to  my  assistance.  The 
muscles  of  the  claws  had  retained  their  con- 
tractile power  after  they  were  separated  from 
the  body. 

"  In  the  mean  time  the  rascal  had  retired  into 
his  burrow,  no  doubt  in  a  good  deal  of  pain,  but 
saying  to  himself,  '  What  do  I  care ;  a  new 


limb  will  soon  come  out !'  for  among  the  Crusta- 
cea; such  is  the  case — a  new  limb  soon  springs 
out,  and  takes  the  ])lace  of  the  one  lost ;  so  I 
was  left  without  my  ])rize.  The  women  again 
-warned  me  to  be  very  careful,  instructing  me 
how  to  catch  crabs  by  seizing  the  big  claw  and 
severing  it  from  the  body ;  but,  before  doing 
this,  the  stick  must  be  placed  on  the  middle  of 
the  back,  where  the  claws  can  not  reach,  as  thev 
can  not  move  backward.  ' 

THE  LEOPARD  OF  THE  AIR. 

"One  morning  I  hear  a  strange  cry  high  up  in 
the  air.  1  look,  and  what  do  I  see? — what  do 
I  see  yonder  up  in  the  sky  ?  An  eagle.  But 
what  kind  of  an  eagle  ?  for  it  api)ears  to  me  so 
much  larger  than  any  eagle  I  have  ever  met  with 
before.  And  as  I  asked  this,  my  men  exclaim- 
ed, '  It  is  a  (/uanionien ;  the  leopard  of  the  air  ; 
the  bird  that  feeds  on  gazelles,  goats,  and  mon- 
keys ;  the  bird  that  is  the  most  difficult  of  any 
to  find  and  to  kill.'  'Yes,' said  Querlaouen ; 
'  in  my  younger  days  I  remember  that  my  wife 
and  myself  were  on  our  plantation,  with  some  of 
our  slaves,  and  one  day  Ave  heard  the  cries  of  a 
baby,  and  saw  a  child  carried  up  into  the  sky  by 
one  of  these  guanioniens.  The  baby  had  been 
laid  on  the  ground,  and  the  gnanionien,  Avhose 
eyes  never  miss  any  thing,  and  whicli  had  not 
been  noticed  soaring  above  our  heads,  pounced 
on  its  prey,  and  then  laughed  at  us  as  he  rose 
and  flew  to  a  distant  part  of  the  forest. '  1'hen 
Querlaouen  showed  me  a  fetich  partly  made  of 
two  huge  claws  of  this  bird.  What  tremendous 
things  those  talons  were !  how  deep  they  could 
go  into  the  flesh  ! 

"Then  came  wonderful  stories  of  the  very 
great  strength  of  the  bird. 

"The  people  were  afraid  of  them,  and  were 
compelled  to  be  very  careful  of  their  babies. 
These  grand  eagles  do  not  feed  on  fowls ;  they 
are  too  small  game  for  them.  JNTonkeys  are 
what  they  like  best ;  they  can  watch  them  as 
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they  float  over  the  top  of  the  trees  of  the  forest; 
but  sometimes  the  monkeys  get  the  better  of 
them. 

"  '  People  had  better  not  try  to  get  hold  of  the 
guanionien's  young  if  they  want  to  keep  their 
sight,'  said  Gambo ;  'for,  as  sure  as  we  live,  the 
old  bird  will  pounce  upon  the  man  that  touches 
its  young. ' 

For  a  long  time  I  had  heard  the  people  talk- 
ing of  the  guanionien,  but  had  never  yet  had  a 
glimpse  of  one. 

"Now,  looking  up  again,  I  saw  several  of 
them.  How  high  they  were !  At  times  they 
would  appear  to  be  (pdte  still  in  the  air ;  at  oth- 
er times  they  would  soar.  They  were  so  high 
that  1  do  not  see  how  they  could  possibly  see  the 
trees ;  every  thing  must  have  been  in  a  haze  to 
them ;  monkeys,  of  course,  could  not  be  seen. 
They  were,  no  doubt,  amusing  themselves,  and 
I  wonder  if  they  tried  to  see  how  near  they  could 
go  to  the  sun.  Some  at  times  flew  so  high  that 
I  lost  sight  of  them. 

"In  the  afternoon  I  thought  I  would  ramble 
round,  I  took  a  double-barreled  smooth-bore 
gun,  and  loaded  one  side  with  a  bullet  in  case  I 
should  see  large  game  ;  the  other  ban  el  I  loaded 
with  shot  No.  2.  Then  I  carefully  plunged  into 
the  woods  till  I  reached  the  banks  of  a  little 
stream,  and  there  I  heard  the  cry  of  tlie  mondi 
{Colobus  Satanus),  which  is  one  of  the  largest 


monkeys  of  these  forests.  Prom  their  slirill 
cries,  I  thought  there  must  be  at  least  half  n 
dozen  together.  I  was  indeed  glad  that  I  had 
one  barrel  loaded  with  big  shot.  If  the  mondis 
wei-e  not  too  far  ofl",  I  would  be  able  to  get  a 
fair  shot,  and  kill  one. 

"I  advanced  very  cautiously  until  I  got  quite 
near  to  them.  I  could  then  see  their  big  bodies, 
long  tails,  and  long,  jet-black,  shining  hair.  What 
handsome  beasts  they  were !  what  a  nice-looking 
muff  their  skins  would  make !  I  thought. 

"Just  as  I  was  considering  which  of  them  I 
would  fire  at,  I  saw  some  big  thing,  like  a  large 
shadow,  suddenly  come  down  ujjon  the  tree. 
Then  I  heard  the  flapping  of  heavy  wings,  and 
also  the  death-cry  of  a  poor  mondi.    Then  I  saw 
a  huge  bird,  witl^a  breast  spotted  somewhat  like 
a  leopard,  raise  itself  slowly  into  the  air,  carry- 
ing the  monkey  in  its  powerful,  nnger-hke  tal- 
ons.   The  claws  of  one  leg  were  fast  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  neck  of  the  monkey ;  so  deep  were 
they  in  the  flesh  that  they  were  completely  buried, 
and  a  few  drops  of  blood  fell  upon  the  leaves  be- 
low.   The  other  leg  had  its  claws  quite  deej)  into 
the  back  of  the  monkey.    The  left  leg  Avas  kept 
I  higher  than  the  right,  and  I  could  see  that  the 
'  great  strength  of  the  bird  was  used  at  tluit  time 
i  to  keep  the  neck,  and  also  the  back,  of  the  vic- 
!  tim  from  moving.    The  bird  rose  higher  an(l 
higher,  the  monkev's  tail  swayed  to  and  fro,  and 
'  then  both  disappeared.    It  was  a  guaniomen. 
j  Its  prey  was,  no  doubt,  taken  to  some  big  tree 
where  it  could  be  devoured, 

"  The  natives  sav  that  the  first  thing  the  gua- 
I  nionien  does  is  to  take  out  the  eyes  of  the  mon- 
i  kevs  they  catch.  But  there  must  be  a  fcartul 
struggle,  for  these  mondis  are  powerful  beasts, 
;  and  do  not  die  at  the  eagle's  will.  There  must 
,  be  a  great  trial  of  strength  ;  for  if  the  nrioiikey  is 
'  not  seized  at  an  exact  place  on  the  neck,  he  can 
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turn  liis  head,  and  he  then  inflicts  a  fearful  bite 
on  the  breast  of  the  eagle,  or  on  his  neck  or  leg, 
which  disables  his  most  terrible  enemy,  and  then 
both,  falling,  meet  their  death. 

"I  looked  on  without  firing.  The  monkeys 
seemed  paralyzed  with  fear  Avhen  the  eagle  came 
down  upon  them,  and  did  not  move  until  after 
the  bird  of  prey  had  taken  one  of  their  number, 
and  then  decamped.  When  I  looked  for  them 
they  had  fled  for  parts  unknown  to  me  in  the 
forest.  I  was  looking  so  intently  at  the  eagle 
and  its  prey  that  for  a  while  I  had  forgotten  the 
mondis.  1  do  not  wonder  at  it,  for  monkeys  I 
could  see  often,  but  it  is  only  once  in  a  great 
while  that  such  a  scene  as  I  witnessed  could  be 
seen  by  a  man.  It  was  grand  ;  and  I  wondered 
not  that  the  natives  called  the  guanionien  the 
leo'pard  of  the  air.  As  I  write  these  lines,  though 
several  years  have  passed  away,  I  see  still  before 
me  that  big,  powerful  1)ird  carrying  its  prey  to 
some  unknown  part  of  the  forest.'' 


We  must  certainly  place  our  friend  Paul  at 
the  head  of  all  narrators  of  hunting  adventures; 
not  merely  that  he  has  killed  kinds  of  game  that 
never  before  came  within  rifle  range,  but  be- 
cause, also,  he  invests  each  scene  with  an  art- 
istic coloring  derived  from  his  own  poetic  na- 
ture. Snakes  and  such  like  vermin  excepted, 
he  seems  to  have  a  fondness  for  the  creatures 
he  shoots.  He  treats  them  as  old  Izaak  Wal- 
ton urges  anglers  to  treat  the  Avorms  which  they 
must  impale  in  order  to  tickle  the  tastes  of  the 
finny  tribes — "tenderly  as  though  he  loved 
them."  AYe  own  to  having  been  somewhat 
weaned  with  the  way  in  which  most  famous 
Nimrods  tell  us  how^  they  "keeled  over" an  ele- 
phant or  a  lion,  a  buffalo  or  a  bear,  to  say  no- 
thing of  such  gentle  creatures  as  deer  and  an- 
telopes. But  we  are  never  wearied  Avith  Paul's 
hunting  stories.    We  were  sorely  tempted  to 
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extract  from  liis  book  several  more  hunting 
scenes.  But  we  forbear  with  giving  only  one 
more ;  and  that  mainly  for  the  reason  that  it 
gives  some  information  touching  an  article  of 
food  which  we  imagine  will  not  come  into  gen- 
eral use  for  the  present.  Almost  every  thing 
that  walks  or  crawls,  swims  or  tiies,  has  now 
and  then  been  eaten  by  civilized  man.  We  do 
not,  however,  call  to  mind  any  account  of  the 
flavor  of  roast  lion  or  tiger ;  and  Du  Chaillu  is 
the  first,  as  far  as  we  know,  to  report  upon  the 
merits  of  leopard  steak.  Therefore  we  quote 
from  him : 

SOMETHING  ABOUT  LEOPARDS. 
"  In  the  afternoon,  just  after  descending  a  hill, 
we  came  to  a  very  thick  part  of  the  forest.  We 
were  all  silent,  for  we  wanted  to  kill  game,  when 
suddenly  one  of  the  men  close  to  me  made  us  a 
sign  to  stop  and  keep  perfectly  still,  his  face 
showing  excitement  and  fear.  I  stopped  and 
looked  at  him.  Without  saying  a  word,  he 
pointed  me  to  a  tree.  I  looked,  and  could  see 
nothing ;  I  was  looking  at  the  wrong  tree.  He 
came  close  to  me,  and  whispered  the  word  ngego 
(leopard).  I  looked  in  the  direction  indicated. 
Truly  there  was  a  magnificent  leopard  resting 
flat  on  the  immense  horizontal  branch  of  a  tree 
not  more  than  fifteen  or  twenty  feet  from  the 
ground. 

"We  had  narrowly  escaped,  for  we  had  to 
pass  under  that  tree.  The  leopard  had  seen  us, 
and  was  looking  at  us  as  if  to  say,  'Why  do  you 
disturb  me  in  my  sleep?'  for  I  suppose,  as  they 
move  but  seldom  in  the  daytime,  he  intended  to 
remain  there  for  the  day.  His  long  tail  wagged  ; 
he  placed  himself  in  a  crouching  position,  ready 
to  spring  on  some  of  us,  hoping,  I  dare  say,  thus 
to  secure  his  dinner.    His  glaring  eyes  seemed 


to  look  at  me,  and,  just  as  I  thought  he  Avas 
ready  to  s])ring,  I  fired  between  his  two  eyes, 
and  the  shot  went  right  through  his  head,  and 
down  he  fell  witli  a  heavy  crash,  giving  a  fearful 
groan.  He  tried  to  get  up  again,  but  another 
shot  finished  him,  and  tlien  the  tremendous  war- 
shouts  of  the  Ashiras  rang  through  the  forest.  I 
shot  that  leopard  at  a  distance  of  not  more  than 
eight  or  ten  yards. 

"  The  leopard  Avas  hardly  on  the  ground  before 
we  rushed  in  with  our  knives.  A  heavy  bloAv 
of  the  axe  partly  severed  his  head  from  his  neck. 
We  cut  off  his  rail  to  take  it  back  to  town,  and 
then  took  his  claws  off  to  give  them  to  Olenda 
for  a  necklace.  The  leopard  was  cut  in  pieces, 
and  we  lighted  a  big  fire,  or,  rather,  several  big 
fires. 

"This  leopard  was  fat — very  fat,  but  smelt 
very  strong — awfully  so.    The  ribs  looking  the 
best,  I  thought  I  would  try  them  and  have  some 
cutlets — real  leopard  cutlets.    I  flattened  them 
and  pounded  them  with  the  axe  in  order  to  make 
them  tender.    By  that  time  the  fire  had  burned 
up  well,  so  I  took  from  it  a  lot  of  bright  burning 
charcoal,  and  put  my  cutlets  on  it.    The  cutlets 
soon  afterward  began  to  crisp ;  the  fjit  dropped 
down  on  the  charcoal,  and  a  queer  fragrance 
filled  the  atmosphere  round.    Then  I  put  on  the 
cutlets  a  little  salt  I  had  with  me,  rubbed  them 
with  some  Cayenne  pepper,  and  immediately 
after  I  began  to  go  into  them  in  earnest.  The 
meat  was  strong,  and  had  an  odor  of  musk  which 
was  very  disagreeable.    I  found  it  so  at  the  third 
cutlet,  and  when  I  had  done  I  took  some  salt  in 
mv  mouth,  mixed  with  Cayenne  pe])per,  in  or- 
der to  see  if  1  could  not  get  rid  of  the  taste ;  I 
could  not.    I  wished  then  that  the  leopard  had 
been  some  other  animal. 

"I  began  to  feel  weaker  and  weaker,  and 
when  I  awoke  two  days  after  killing  the  leopard 
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I  rose  with  difficulty  from  my  bed  of  leaves. 
We  set  forward  without  breakfast.  I  dared  not 
send  men  in  the  forest  for  berries ;  we  must  be 
contented  with  those  we  should  find  on  our  route, 
for  every  hour  was  precious,  and  tliey  might  not 
find  any  after  all.  So  we  walked  on  with  empty 
stomachs,  longing  for  a  sight  of  the  Ashira  coun- 
try. 

"I  could  not  be  mistaken;  my  compass  was 
in  good  order;  I  had  taken  into  account  its 
variation.  We  were  going  south,  if  not  right 
straight,  at  least  in  a  general  southern  direction. 
On,  and  on,  and  on,  through  the  gloomy  jungle, 
no  man  saying  a  word  to  the  other,  and  every 
man  looking  anxiously  for  the  first  sight  of  prai- 
rie-land, which,  with  my  diseased  brain,  weak- 
ened by  hunger,  was  to  me  like  a  fairy-land. 

"At  last,  on  the  afternoon  of  a  day  which  I 
have  never  forgotten,  a  sudden  lighting  of  the 
forest  gloom  told  us  that  an  open  country  was 
near  at  hand.    With  a  certain  renewal  of  strength 


and  hope  we  set  off  on  a  run,  caring  not  how  the 
jungle  would  tear  us  to  pieces,  till  we  reached  a 
village  at  the  very  bounds  of  the  bush.  Here 
the  people  were  much  alarmed  at  our  appearance 
and  our  frantic  actions.  'Food!  food!  food!' 
shouted  the  Ashiras,  That  was  all  they  could 
say.  When  they  discovered  that  we  did  not 
mean  mischief  they  approached.  The  chief  had 
seen  me  at  Olenda,  and  he  made  haste  with  his 
j;eople  to  supply  our  necessities  with  all  manner 
of  food  in  their  possession — plantains.  ])ine-ap- 
ples,  cassada,  yams,  fowls,  smoked  fish.  The 
chief  gave  me  a  royal  present  of  a  goat,  whicli 
we  killed  in  the  wink  of  an  eye,  I  ate  so  much 
that  I  feared  I  should  be  ill  from  putting  too 
large  a  share  into  my  so  long  empty  stomach. " 

We  leave  the  wild  beasts  of  the  jungle  in 
which  Du  Chaillu  was  lost,  in  order  to  devote 
the  remainder  of  our  space  to  some  descrip- 
tions of  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  still 
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\vilder  human  denizens  of  these  jungles.  Giv- 
ing due  precedence  to  royalty,  we  shall  narrate, 
greatly  abridged,  the  account  of  Paul's  recep- 
tion of  Olenda,  the  great  king  of  the  Ashiri 
tribe.  Olenda's  country  must  be  a  beautiful 
one  in  itself:  a  broad  prairie  land,  girt  by  lofty 
mountains,  whose  summit  no  one  had  climbed ; 
the  hills  and  valleys  streaked  with  ribbon-like 
paths,  while  here  and  there  was  the  sheen  of  a 
brook  winding  through  the  undulating  land, 
with  groves  of  large-leaved  plantains  and  ba- 
nanas, and  plantations  of  ciissada  and  pea-nuts 
— dear  to  juvenile  America.  Beautiful  as  this 
land  was  in  itself,  how  beautiful  it  must  have 
seemed  to  Paul,  who  had  been  long  wandering 
through  the  lonely  forests  and  jungles! 

Olcnda's  village  was  situated  upon  a  high  hill. 
News  had  preceded  Paul  that  some  strange  vis- 
itors were  coming,  and  nearly  all  the  inhabit- 
ants had  fled.  But  the  king  remained  behind, 
prepared  to  meet  the  new-comers.  In  a  little 
while  the  monarch  appeared,  ringing  a  kendo  to 
announce  his  approach.  The  kendo  is  a  kind 
of  bell,  made  of  iron,  with  a  long  iron  handle. 
We  remember  one  of  these  in  the  collection  of 
curiosities  which  Du  Chaillu,  years  ago,  brought 
to  this  country.  Saving  the  long  handle,  it 
looks  much  like  a  rude  cow-bell.  When  not 
in  use,  the  mouth  is  stuffed  with  a  skin,  which 
enwraps  magical  charms  to  keep  away  the  ani- 
emha,  or  evil  influences.  Rude  as  the  kendo 
is,  it  is  in  Central  Africa  the  symbol  of  royalty, 
which  no  one  but  a  king  may  possess. 

So,  ringing  his  cow-bell,  the  monarch  ap- 
proached. Never  had  Paul  seen  a  man  so 
old  ;  never  did  he  dream  that  a  man  could  be 
so  old.  His  wool  was  as  white  as  snow  ;  his 
face  a  mass  of  wrinkles.  His  skin  was  like 
parchment,  and  every  rib  was  clearly  visible. 
He  was  bent  almost  double,  and  his  emaciated 
arms  and  legs  were  hardly  bigger  than  broom- 
handles.  His  haggard  old  face  was  painted  in 
streaks,  one  side  white  and  the  other  red.  He 
leaned  on  a  long  staff  as  he  gazed-on  his  visitor. 
It  would  be  hard  to  say  which  was  most  aston- 
ished. 

At  length  the  monarch  began  his  speech  of 
welcome:  "I  have  no  bowels,"  he  said;  "I 
am  like  the  Ovenga  River ;  I  can  not  be  cut 
in  two  ;  I  am  also  like  the  Niembai  and  Ovenga 
rivers,  which  unite  together.  Thus  my  body  is 
united,  and  nothing  can  divide  it."  This  gib- 
berish has  been  from  time  out  of  mind  the'in- 
variable  proem  to  the  royal  speeches  of  the 
Ashiri  kings.  Exactly  what  it  means  would 
be  hard  to  say.  Then  the  king  came  to  mat- 
ters of  fact — all  the  while  beating  his  bell. 
"You,"  he  said,  "the  spirit,  have  come  to  see 
Olenda ;  you,  the  spirit,  have  put  your  feet 
where  none  like  you  have  ever  been.  You 
are  welcome." 

Then  the  king's  son,  also  an  old  white-headed 
negro,  presented  Paul,  in  his  majesty's  name, 
with  two  slaves,  three  goats,  twenty  bunches 
of  plantains,  twenty-five  foAvls,  five  baskets  of 
pea-nuts,  and  several  bunches  of  sugar-cane. 
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"This,"  said  the  king,  "is  to  salute  you. 
Whatever  else  you  want,  tell  me.  I  am  the 
king  of  this  country.  I  am  older  than  any 
tree  you  see  around  you!"— and  indeed  he 
must  have  looked  so. 

Paul  replied  that  he  did  not  want  the  slaves, 
but  would  gladly  accept  the  food  and  other 
presents. 

Then  came  np  more  of  the  king's  children — 
all  of  them  old  and  white-wooled.  They  Avere 
followed  by  crowds  of  the  people  of  the  sur- 
rounding villages,  who  had  recovered  from  their 
fright.  All  gazed  in  mute  wonder,  only  broken 
by  low  whispers,  upon  the  strange  visitor. 

At  length  the  king  turned  to  his  people,  and 
said:  "I  have  seen  many  things  in  my  life, 
and  am  now  ready  to  die ;  for  I  have  received 
the  Moguiza  spirit,  from  whom  we  receive  all 
things.  It  will  always  be  said  in  our  nation, 
by  those  coming  after  us,  that  in  the  time  of 
Olenda  the  first  spirit  appeared  and  dwelt  among 
us.    Keep  this  spirit  well ;  he  will  do  us  good." 

Then,  beating  his  kendo  again  like  a  fare- 
well salute,  the  old  monarch  hobbled  away. 
Do  not  his  words  somehow  strangely  call  to 
mind  the  utterance  of  the  aged  Simeon :  "  Now, 
Lord,  lettest  thou  thy  servant  depart  in  peace ; 
for  mine  eyes  have  seen  thy  salvation  ?" 

But  this  scene  of  quiet  beauty  is  an  excep- 
tion to  the  general  course  of  the  experience  of 
Du  Chaillu  in  Africa.  The  next  which  we  pre- 
sent is  of  a  diflerent  character. 

Among  Du  Chaillu's  friends  was  Quengueza, 
a  chief  whose  head  village  was  called  Goumbi. 
Quengueza  had  accompanied  Paul  on  an  expe- 
dition, and  had  been  left  behind  sick.  Paul 
went  on  to  the  village.  When  the  people  saw 
that  their  chief  was  absent  they  made  earnest 
inquiries  for  him.  "Our  king,"  they  said, 
"went  out  with  you.  Why  have  you  not 
brought  him  back?  When  he  went  with  you 
he  was  well ;  why  has  he  been  sick  ?"  Some- 
thing, they  thought,  was  wrong ;  and  they  had 
further  grounds  for  this  belief.  The  king's 
nephew,  Mpomo,  lay  sick  in  the  vii^age.  He 
had  also  been  a  friend  of  Du  Chaillu,  who,  as 
soon  as  he  saw  him,  perceived  that  his  last 
hour  had  come.  Paul  was  urged  to  give  the 
dying  man  medicines.  He  declined,  for  he 
knew  that  in  the  inevitable  event  of  death  the 
fault  would  be  laid  to  him.  Mpomo  died,  and 
there  was  a  great  commotion  in  the  village. 
The  death  must  have  been  occasioned  by  witch-, 
craft ;  and  the  first  thing  after  the  burial  was 
to  discover  the  bewitchers.  They  sent  for  a 
doctor  famous  for  his  skill  in  discovering  Aviz- 
ards.  After  due  ceremonies  the  doctor  was 
ready  to  give  his  decision.  The  scene  which 
ensued  must  be  told  by  Du  Chaillu,  in  his  own 
words : 

FATE  OF  THE  BEWITCHERS. 
"Every  man  and  boy  was  armed,  some  with 
spears,  some  with  swords,  some  with  guns  load- 
ed to  the  muzzle,  some  with  axes  and  huge  knives, 
and  on  every  face  I  could  see  a  determination  to 
wreak  a  bloody  revenge  on  those  who  should  be 
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pointed  out  as  the  criminals.  The  whole  people 
were  possessed  with  an  indescribahle  fury  and 
horrid  thirst  for  human  blood.  I  shall  never 
forget  the  sight.  There  I  stood,  alone  in  the 
midst  of  this  infuriated  populace,  looking  at 
those  faces,  so  frightened,  but,  at  the  same  time, 
so  thirsty  for  blood.  A  cold  shudder  ran  through 
me,  for  I  knew  not  what  would  come  next.  I 
knew  not  but  the  whole  village  of  Goumbi  might 
be  deluged  in  blood.  I  am  sure  you  would  have 
felt  as  I  did. 

"For  the  first  time  my  voice  was  without  au- 
thority in  Goumbi.  No  one  wanted  to  hear  me 
when  I  said  that  nobody  must  be  killed ;  that 
there  were  no  such  things  as  sorcerers.  '  Chally, 
we  are  not  the  same  people  you  are.  Our  coun- 
try is  fidl  of  witchcraft.  Death  to  the  wizards  !' 
shouted  they  all,  in  tones  which  made  the  village 
shake.    '  Death  to  the  aniemhas  V 

"They  were  all  surrounding  the  doctor,  as  I 
have  said  before,  when,  at  a  motion  from  the 
stranger,  the  people  became  at  once  very  still. 
Not  a  whisper  could  be  heard.  How  oppressed 
I  felt  as  I  looked  on !  This  sudden  silence  last- 
ed about  one  minute,  when  the  loud,  harsh  voice 
of  the  doctor  was  heard.  The  people  did  not 
seem  to  be  able  to  breathe,  for  no  one  knew  if 
his  name  would  be  the  one  that  should  be  called, 
and  he  be  accused  of  the  crime  of  witchcraft. 

"  '  There  is  a  very  black  woman — a  young  wo- 
man— who  lives  in  a  house  having  one  door  only, 
with  a  large  bunch  of  lilies  growing  by  the  door. 
Not  far  off  is  a  tree  to  which  the  ogouloungou 
birds  come  every  day.' 

"Scarcely  had  he  ended  when  the  crowd,  roar- 
ing and  screaming  like  so  many  beasts,  rushed 
frantically  for  the  place  indicated,  when,  to  my 
horror,  I  saw  them  enter  the  hut  of  my  good 
friend  Okandaga,  and  seize  the  poor  girl,  who 
looked  so  frightened  that  I  thought  she  had  lost 
her  reason.  I  shouted  with  all  the  power  of  my 
voice,  '  You  are  not  going  so  kill  the  beautiful 
and  good  Okandaga — the  pride  and  beauty  of 
the  village?  No,'  said  I,  'you  are  not  to  kill 
her. '  But  my  voice  was  drowned.  They  dragged 
her  from  her  hut,  and  Avaved  their  deadly  weap- 
ons over  her  head.  They  tore  her  off,  shouting 
and  cursing  ;  and  as  the  poor,  good  African  girl 
passed  in  the  hands  of  her  murderers,  I  thought 
the  big  tree  behind  which  I  was  looking  might 
hide  me  from  her  view.  But  lo !  she  saw  me, 
and  with  a  terrible  shriek  she  cried,  extending 
her  arms  toward  me,  '  Chally,  Chally,  do  not  let 
me  die !  Do  not  let  these  people  kill  me.  I  am 
not  a  witch.  I  have  not  killed  Mpomo.  Chally, 
be  a  friend  to  me.  You  know  how  I  have  taken 
care  of  you — how  I  have  given  you  food ;  how 
•often  I  have  given  you  water. ' 

"I  trembled  all  over.  I  shook  like  a  reed. 
It  was  a  moment  of  terrible  agony  to  me.  The 
blood  rushed  toward  my  head.  I  seized  my  gun 
and  one  of  my  revolvers  which  was  in  my  belt. 
I  had  a  mind  to  fire  into  the  crowd — shoot  peo- 
ple right  and  left — send  dismay  among  them — 
rescue  dear  and  kind  Okandaga,  who  was  now 
poor  and  helpless — Avho  had  not  a  friend ;  put 
her  in  a  canoe,  and  carry  her  down  the  river. 
But  then,  run  away — where?  I  too  would  have 
murdered  people.  Perhaps  some  of  the  nephews 
of  my  friend  Quengueza  would  be  among  those 
I  should  kill.  Then  what  should  I  say  to  Quen- 
gueza ?  They  were  too  frantic  and  crazed.  The 


end  would  have  been,  I  should  have  been  mur- 
dered without  saving  the  life  of  Okandaga.  How 
I  cried  that  same  evening.  I  remember  it  so 
well.  I  cried  like  a  child.  I  would  have  given 
all  I  had  to  save  Okandaga's  life. 

"  They  took  her  toward  the  banks  of  the  Rem- 
bo  and  bound  her  with  cords.  Presently  silence 
fell  again  upon  the  crowd.  Then  the  harsh  and 
demon-like  voice  of  the  doctor  once  more  rang 
over  the  town.  It  seemed  to  me  like  the  hoarse 
croak  of  some  death-foretelling  raven  : 

"  'There  is  an  old  woman  not  fur  from  the 
king's  place.  She  lives  in  a  long  and  narrow 
house;  and  just  in  front  of  the  house  are  plan- 
tain-trees which  come  from  the  sprouts  that  were 
planted  by  Oganda,  the  king's  eldest  brother,  who 
is  now  dead.  There  is  also,  back  of  her  house, 
a  lime-tree  which  is  now  covered  with  fruit.  She 
has  bewitched  Mpomo.' 

"  Again  the  crowd  rushed  off.  This  time  they 
seized  a  princess,  a  niece  of  King  Quengueza,  a 
noble-hearted  and  rather  majestic  old  Avoman. 
As  they  croAvded  about  her  Avith  flaming  eyes 
and  threats  of  death,  she  rose  proudly  from  the 
ground,  looked  them  in  the  fiice  unflinchingly, 
and,  motioning  them  to  keep  their  hands  oflT  her, 
said,  'I  Avill  drink  the  mboundou,  for  I  am  not 
a  Avitch ;  and  Avoe  to  my  accusers  if  I  do  not 
die!' 

"The  croAvd  shouted  and  Aociferated.  Then 
she  too  Avas  escorted  to  the  river,  but  Avas  not 
bound.  She  submitted  to  all  Avithout  a  tear  or 
a  murmur  for  mercy;  she  Avas  too  proud.  Be- 
longing directly  to  the  families  of  the  chiefs  of 
the  Abouya  tribes  from  times  of  Avhich  they  had 
no  record,  she  Avanted  to  shoAV  that  she  Avas  not 
afraid  of  death.  Pride  Avas  in  her  features,  and 
she  looked  haughtily  at  her  accusers,  Avho  left  a 
strong  guard,  and  then  AA'ent  back  to  the  doctor. 

"Again,  a  third  time,  the  dreadful  silence  fell 
upon  the  tOAvn,  and  the  doctor's  voice  Avas  heard : 
'  There  is  a  Avoman  Avith  six  children — she  lives 
on  a  plantation  toAvard  the  rising  sun — she  too 
bcAvitched  Mpomo. ' 

"Again  there  Avas  a  furious  shout,  and  the 
Avhole  toAvn  seemed  to  shake  imder  tiie  uproar 
of  voices  clamoring  for  vengeance.  A  large  squad 
of  people  rushed  toward  a  plantation  not  far  from 
the  village.  They  returned  soon  after,  appear- 
ing frantic,  as  if  they  Avere  all  crazy,  and  Avent 
tOAvard  the  bank  of  the  river,  dragging  Avith  them 
one  of  King  Quengueza's  slaves,  a  good  Avoman 
who  many  and  many  a  time  had  brought  me 
baskets  of  ground-nuts,  bunches  of  bananas,  and 
plantains.  Her  they  took  to  Avhere  the  tAvo  oth- 
ers Avere. 

"Then  the  doctor  descended  the  street  of  the 
village.  HoAV  fierce  he  looked  I  He  Avore  round 
his  Avaist  a  belt  made  from  the  skin  of  a  leopard ; 
on  his  neck  he  Avore  the  horn  of  an  antelope, 
filled  Avith  charmed  poAvder,  and  hanging  from 
it  Avas  a  little  bell.  Round  his  belt  hung  long 
feathers  of  the  ogouloungou  bird  ;  on  his  Avrists 
he  Avore  bracelets  made  from  the  bones  of  snakes ; 
Avhile  round  his  neck  Avere  several  cords,  to  Avhich 
Avere  attached  skins  o-f  Avild  animals,  tails  of  mon- 
keys, leopards'  and  monkeys'  teeth,  scales  of  pan- 
golins, and  curious-looking  dry  leaA-es  mingled 
Avith  land  and  river  shells.  His  face  Avas  painted 
red,  his  eyebrows  Avhite,  and  all  over  his  body 
Avere  scattered  Avhite  and  yelloAv  spots.  His  teeth 
Avere  filed  to  a  point,  and  altogether  he  looked 
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horrid.  I  wish  I  could  have  shot  that  monster ; 
but  then  they  all  think  alike — they  all  beheve  in 
witchcraft.  He  approached  the  women,  and  the 
crowd  surrounded  them. 

"Silence  again  succeeded  to  that  great  up- 
roar ;  the  wind  seemed  to  whisper  through  the 
boughs  of  the  trees ;  the  tranquil  river  ghded 
down,  whose  Avaters  were  soon  to  be  stained  v/ith 
blood.  In  a  loud  voice  the  doctor  recited  the 
crime  of  which  the  three  women  were  accused. 
Then,  pointing  to  Okandaga,  he  said  that  she 
had,  a  few  weeks  before,  asked  Mpomo  for  some 
salt,  he  being  her  relative.'  'Salt  was  scarce,' 
said  he,  looking  toward  the  frantic  multitude, 
'and  Mpomo  refused  her;  she  said  unpleasant 
words  to  him,  for  she  was  angry  that  he  had  re- 
fused her  salt.  Then  she  vowed  to  bewitch  him, 
and  had  succeeded,  and  by  sorcery  had  taken  his 
life.' 

"The people  shouted,  'Oh,  Okandaga,  that  is 
the  way  you  do — you  kill  people  because  they  do 
not  give  you  what  you  ask.  You  shall  drink 
the  mboundou!  That  sweet  face  of  yours  is 
that  of  a  witch.  Ah !  ah !  ah !  and  we  did  not 
know  it !' 

"The  crime  of  Quengueza's  niece  came  next 
to  be  told.  She  had  been  jealous  of  Mpomo  for 
a  long  time  because  he  had  children  and  she  had 
none.  She  envied  him  ;  therefore  jealousy  and 
envy  took  possession  of  her,  and  she  bewitched 
him.  The  people  screamed,  '  How  could  a  wo- 
man be  so  wicked  as  to  kill  a  man  because  he 
had  children  and  she  had  none?  We  will  give 
you  mboundou  to  drink,  and  we  will  see  if  you 
are  not  a  witch.' 

"Quengueza's  slave  had  asked  Mpomo  for  a 
looking-glass.  He  had  refused  her,  and  there- 
fore she  had  killed  him  with  sorcery  also.  As 
each  accusation  was  recited  the  people  broke  out 
in  curses.  Each  one  rivaled  his  neighbor  in 
cursing  the  victims,  fearful  lest  lukewarmness  in 
the  ceremony  should  expose  him  to  a  like  fate. 
So  Okandaga's  father,  mother,  brother,  and  sis- 
ters joined  in  the  curses.  The  king's  niece  was 
cursed  by  her  brothers  and  their  sons,  and  the  poor 
slave  by  every  body.  It  was  a  fearful  scene  to 
contemplate. 

' '  Then  a  passage  was  formed  in  the  vast  crowd, 
and  the  three  women  were  led  to  the  river,  where 
a  large  canoe  was  in  waiting.  The  executioners 
went  in  first,  then  the  women,  the  doctor,  and  a 
number  of  people  well  armed  with  huge  knives 
and  axes.  By  this  time  the  sweat  ran  down  my 
face.  I  must  haA'e  been  deadly  pale  as  I  follow- 
ed each  motion  of  these  people.  Then  the  tam- 
tams beat,  and  the  proper  persons  prepared  the 
mboundou.  Quabi,  Mpomo's  eldest  brother, 
who  was  to  inherit  all  of  Mpomo's  property,  held 
the  poisoned  cup.  At  sight  of  it  poor  Okandaga 
began  again  to  cry,  and  Quengueza's  niece  turn- 
ed pale  in  the  face,  for  even  the  negro  face  at  such 
times  attains  a  pallor  which  is  quite  perceptible. 
Three  other  canoes,  full  of  armed  men,  sun'ound- 
ed  that  in  which  the  victims  were. 

"A  mug  full  of  mboundou  was  then  handed 
to  the  old  slave  woman,  next  to  the  royal  niece, 
and  last  to  the  young  and  kind  Okandaga.  As 
they  drank,  the  multitude  shouted,  '  If  they  are 
witches,  let  the  mboundou  kill  them  ;  if  they  are 
innocent,  let  the  mboundou  go  out!' 

".It  was  the  most  exciting  scene  in  my  life. 
My  arrival  in  the  cannibal  country  was  as  no- 


thing compared  with  this.  Though  horror  froze 
my  blood  my  eyes  were  riveted  upon  the  specta- 
cle. I  could  not  help  it.  Suddenly  the  slave 
fell  down.  She  had  not  touched  the  boat's  bot- 
tom before  her  head  was  hacked  off  by  a  dozen 
rude  swords,  the  people  shouting  '  Kill  her !  kill 
her!'  Next  came  Quengueza's  niece.  In  an  in- 
stant her  head  was  off,  and  her  blood  was  dyeing 
the  waters  of  the  river.  ' 

"During  all  this  time  my  eyes  had  been  riv- 
eted on  poor  Okandaga.  I  hoped  that  she  would 
not  fall,  but  soon  she  too  staggered,  and  strug- 
gled, and  cried,  vainly  resisting  the  effects  of  the 
poison  in  her  system.  There  Avas  a  dead  silence 
— the  executioners  themselves  were  still — for 
Okandaga  was  the  belle  of  the  village,  and  had 
more  lovers  than  any  body  else ;  but,  alas !  she 
finally  fell,  and  in  an  instant  her  head  was  hewn 
off.  Then  all  was  confusion.  In  an  incredibly 
short  space  of  time  the  bodies  were  cut  in  pieces 
and  thrown  in  the  river. 

' '  I  became  dizzy  ;  my  eyes  wandered  about ; 
the  perspiration  fell  down  from  my  face  in  big 
drops ;  I  could  hardly  breathe,  and  I  thought  I 
would  fall  insensible.  One  scene  more  like  this, 
and  I  should  have  become  mad.  The  image  of 
poor  Okandaga  w^as  before  me,  begging  me  to 
save  her.  I  retired  to  my  hut,  but  it  felt  so  hot 
inside  that  I  could  not  stay.  When  all  was  over, 
the  crowd  dispersed  without  saying  a  word ;  the 
clamor  ceased,  and  for  the  rest  of  the  day  the 
village  was  silent." 

King  Quengueza,  as  we  have  said,  was  also 
sick  ;  and  not  long  after  the  scene  just  de- 
scribed sent  word  that  his  people  must  try  to 
find  out  from  Ilogo  why  he  was  sick,  and  what 
he  must  do  for  his  recovery.  The  proceeding 
was  thus  conducted : 

THE  SONGS  TO  ILOGO. 

"  Ilogo  is  believed  by  the  people  to  be  a  spirit 
living  in  the  moon — a  mighty  spirit,  who  looks 
down  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth — a  spirit 
to  whom  the  black  man  can  talk.  '  Yes, '  they 
said,  '  Ilogo's  face  can  be  seen;  look  at  it.' 
Then  they  pointed  out  to  me  the  spots  on  the 
moon  which  we  can  see  with  our  naked  eye. 
These  spots  were  the  indistinct  features  of  the 
spirit. 

"One  fine  evening,  at  full  moon  (for,  to  con- 
sult Ilogo,  the  moon  must  be  full,  or  nearly  so), 
the  women  of  the  village  assembled  in  front  of 
the  king's  house.  Clustered  close  together,  and 
seated  on  the  ground,  with  their  faces  turned  to- 
ward the  moon,  they  sang  songs.  They  were 
surrounded  by  the  men  of  the  village.  I  shall 
not  soon  forget  that  wild  scene.  The  sky  was 
clear  and  beautiful ;  the  moon  shone  in  its 
brightness,  eclipsing  by  its  light  tiiat  of  the  stars, 
except  those  of  the  first  magnitude;  the  air  was 
calm  and  serene,  and  the  shadows  of  tlie  tall 
trees  upon  the  earth  appeared  like  (picer  j>hiin- 
toms.  The  songs  of  the  women  were  to  and  iri 
praise  of  Ilogo,  tlie  spirit  that  lived  in  ogouayli 
(the  moon).  Tresently  a  woman  seated  herself 
in  the  centre  of  the  circle  of  singers  and  began  a 
solo,  gazing  steadfastly  at  the  moon,  tlie  jjcoplc 
every  now  and  then  singing  in  chorus  with  her. 
She  was  to  be  inspired  by  the  spirit  Ilogo  to  ut- 
ter prophecies. 

"At  last  she  gave  up  singing,  for  she  could 
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not  get  into  a  trance.  Then  another  woman 
took  her  place,  in  the  midst  of  the  most  vocifer- 
ous singing  that  could  be  done  by  human  lips. 
After  a  while  the  second  woman  gave  place  to  a 
third — a  little  woman,  wiry  and  nervous.  She 
seated  herself  like  the  others,  and  looked  steadi- 
ly at  the  moon,  crying  out  that  she  could  see 
Ilogb,  and  then  the  singing  redoubled  in  fury. 
The  excitement  of  the  people  had  at  that  time 
become  very  great;  the  drums  beat  furiously, 
the  drummers  using  all  their  strength,  until  cov- 
ered with  perspiration;  the  outsiders  shouted 
madly,  and  seemed  to  be  almost  out  of  their 
senses,  for  their  faces  were  wrinkled  in  nervous 
excitement,  their  eyes  perfectly  wild,  and  the 
contortions  they  made  with  their  bodies  inde- 
scribable. 

"The  excitement  was  now  intense,  and  the 
noise  horrible.  The  songs  to  Ilogo  were  not  for 
a  moment  discontinued,  but  the  pitch  of  their 
voices  was  so  great  and  so  hoarse  that  the  words 
at  last  seemed  to  come  with  difficulty.  The  me- 
dium, the  women,  and  the  men  all  sang  with 
one  accord : 

"'Ilowo,  we  ask  thee, 

Tell  who  has  bewitched  the  king  I 

Ilogo,  we  ask  thee, 

What  shall  we  do  to  cure  the  king? 

The  forests  are  thine,  Ilogo ! 

The  rivers  are  thine,  Ilogo ! 

The  moon  is  thine  I 

O  moon  !  O  moon  !  O  moon  ! 

Thou  art  the  home  of  I]o^o ! 

Shall  the  king  die?   O  Ilogo! 

O  Ilogo  !  O  moon  I  0  moon  1' 

"These  words  were  repeated  over  and  over, 
the  people  getting  more  terribly  excited  as  tliey 
went  on.  The  woman  who  was  the  medium, 
and  who  had  been  singing  violently,  looked  to- 
ward the  moon,  and  began  to  tremble.  Her 
neiTes  twitched,  her  face  was  contorted,  her 
muscles  swelled,  and  at  last  her  limbs  straight- 
ened out.  At  this  time  the  wildest  of  all  wild 
excitement  possessed  the  people.  I  myself  look- 
ed on  with  intense  cariosity.  She  fell  on  her 
back  on  the  ground,  insensible,  her  face  turned 
up  to  the  moon.  She  looked  as  if  she  had  died 
in  a  fit. 

"  The  song  to  Hogo  continued  with  more  noise 
than  ever ;  but  at  last  comparative  quiet  follow- 
ed, compelled,  I  believe,  by  sheer  exhaustion 
from  excitement.  But  the  people  were  all  gazing 
intently  on  the  woman's  face.  I  shall  not  forget 
that  scene  by  moonlight,  nor  the  corpse-like  face 
of  that  woman,  so  still  and  calm.  How  wikl  it 
all  looked!  The  woman,  who  lay  apparently 
dead  before  the  savages,  was  expected  at  this 
time  to  see  things  in  the  world  of  Ilogo — that  is 
to  say,  the  moon — to  see  the  great  spirit  Ilogo 
himself ;  and,  as  she  lay  insensible,  she  was  sup- 
posed to  be  holding  intercourse  with  him.  Then, 
after  she  had  conversed  with  the  great  spirit  Ilo- 
go, she  would  awake,  and  tell  the  people  all  she 
saw  and  all  that  Ilogo  had  said  to  her.  For  my 
part,  I  thought  she  really  was  dead.  I  approach- 
ed her,  and  touched  her  pulse.  It  was  weak, 
but  there  was  life.  After  about  half  an  hour  of 
insensibility  she  came  to  her  senses,  but  she  was 
much  prostrated.  She  seated  herself  without 
rising,  looking  round  as  if  stupefied.  She  re- 
mained quite  silent  for  a  while,  and  then  began 
to  speak : 

"  'I  have  seen  Ilogo,  I  have  spoken  to  Ilogo. 
Ilogo  has  told  me  that  Quengueza,  our  king, 


shall  not  die ;  that  Quengueza  is  going  to  live  a 
long  time ;  that  Quengueza  was  not  bewitched, 
and  that  a  remedy  prepared  from  such  a  plant  (I 
forget  the  name)  would  cure  him.  Then,'  she 
added,  '  I  went  to  sleep,  and  when  I  awoke  Ilo- 
go was  gone,  and  now  I  find  myself  in  the  midst 
of  you.' 

"The  people  then  quietly  separated,  as  by 
that  time  it  was  late,  and  all  retired  to  their  huts, 
I  myself  going  to  mine,  thinking  of  the  wild  scene 
I  had  just  witnessed,  and  feeling  that  the  longer 
I  remained  in  that  strange  country  the  more 
strange  the  customs  of  the  people  appeared  to 
me.  Soon  all  became  silent,  and  nothing  but 
the  barking  of  the  watchful  little  native  dogs 
broke  the  stillness  of  the  night.  The  moon  con- 
tinued to  shine  over  that  village,  the  inhabitants 
of  which  had  run  so  wild  with  superstition." 

One  more  extract,  and  we  close.  In  this 
case  it  shall  be  about  gorillas  in  general,  and 
especially  about  the  little  Jack,  whom  we  have 
seen  making  a  clutch  at  Paul. 

Du  Chaillu,  in  company  Avith  his  trusty 
friends  Querlaouen  and  INIalaouen,  was  one  day 
out  in  the  forest,  when  they  heard  the  voice  of 
a  young  gorilla  crying  for  his  mother.  They 
watched  in  breathless  silence,  but  for  a  time 
could  only  licar  the  noise  of  the  mother  moving 
among  the  trees,  apparently  now  and  then  pick- 
ing fruit  or  breaking  off"  branches.  All  at  once 
a  loud  cry  burst  from  the  rear.  It  was  the  roar 
of  the  father  gorilla,  who  had  perceived  them 
watching  his  wife  and  child.  They  fired  all  at 
once,  and  the  huge  creature  fell  dead.  They 
then  set  out  in  search  of  the  female  and  her 
cub.  At  length  they  came  in  sight  of  them. 
The  mother  was  tending  her  young  in  a  man- 
ner almost  human.  Now  and  then  she  would 
pick  a  berry,  and  give  a  chuckling  invitation 
for  the  young  one  to  come  and  eat  it;  when 
she  would  caress  the  creature  with  her  big 
black  hand ;  and  he  would  seat  himself  be- 
tween her  legs,  gazing  queerly  up  into  her 
face.  Soon  the  pair  perceived  their  watch- 
ers, and  started  to  run ;  but  too  late,  for  Quer- 
laouen fired,  and  the  mother  fell  dead.  They 
gave  chase  to  the  young  one,  and  at  last  suc- 
ceeded in  running  him  down.  They  secured 
him,  much  as  boys  do  a  snake,  by  putting  a 
forked  stick  over  his  neck,  and  managed  to 
carry  him  along  with  them.  What  follows, 
Paul  shall  tell  in  his  own  words  : 

QUERLAOUEN  AND  HIS  IDOL. 

' '  How  proud  we  felt  of  our  prize !  We  re- 
turned by  the  way  we  had  come,  being  guided 
by  the  broken  boughs  of  young  trees  and  the 
leaves  we  had  thrown  on  the  ground.  As  soon 
as  we  came  to  the  female  gorilla,  and  the  little ' 
fellow  saw  his  mother,  he  tried  to  rush  toward 
her.  I  dropped  the  forked  stick  and  let  him  go. 
He  at  once  jumped  on  his  mother,  and  began 
sucking  her  breasts,  and  then  looked  in  her  face, 
and  appeared  to  feel  quite  sorrowful.  When  he 
saw  she  was  dead,  he  gave  a  howl  at  us,  as  if  to 
say,  'You  fellows  have  killed  my  mother!' 

' '  It  was  utterly  impossible  for  us  to  carry  to  our 
camp  all  our  spoil,  so  we  concluded  to  hang  her 
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to  a  branch  of  a  tree,  and  come  for  her  the  next 
morning,  which  we  did.  Then  we  continued  our 
march,  and  toward  sunset  came  to  the  large  male 
we  had  killed  in  the  morning.  We  were  so  tired 
that  we  did  not  wish  to  do  any  thing  with  the 
big  gorilla  that  night.  I  felt  I  was  too  tired  to 
take  his  skin  off.  Tiie  little  fellow  did  not  seem 
to  care  for  his  father  ;  he  looked  at  him  well,  and 
gave  only  a  single  plaintive  cry.  I  could  not  help 
thinking  of  the  i)Oor  old  fellow.  How  many  times 
he  had  slept  at  the  foot  of  some  big  tree,  and  kept 
watch  over  his  wife  and  baby !  Now  he  was 
dead,  nothing  but  his  huge  body  and  his  tremen- 
dous face  showed  the  giant  strength  he  once  pos- 
sessed ;  now  a  little  insect  was  stronger  than  he 
■  was. 

What  had  he  died  for  ?  .  lie  had  died  brave- 
ly defending  his  wife  and  baby  from  an  enemy 
whom  he  knew  had  come  to  do  them  harm.  He 
was  right.  May  I  and  every  man  of  us  always 
have  tbe  same  motive  that  big  gorilla  had !  1 
could  not  help  feeling  sorry.  Here  lay  dead  be- 
fore me  a  wonderful  beast,  one  of  the  most 
strange  creatures  of  the  forest  God  has  created. 
His  mate  lay  dead  in  another  part  of  the  forest, 
and  their  offspring  was  my  prisoner.  How 
strange  his  huge  shadow  looked  as  he  hung  by 
the  neck  to  the  limb  of  a  tree  near  our  camp, 
and  how  small  our  bodies  looked  by  the  side  of 
his! 

"  That  night  I  could  not  sleep.  That  big  go- 
rilla was  always  before  my  eyes.  He  seemed  to 
grin  at  me ;  his  long,  powerful  arm,  his  huge 
hands,  appeared  as  if  they  were  moving  and  try- 
ing to  seize  me.  I  could  see  his  big  black  nails 
reiidy  to  go  into  my  flesh ;  his  mouth  seemed 
ready  to  open  and  give  one  of  those  terrific  roars 
whicli  shake  the  whole  forest.  And  then  I  would 
see  his  enormous  canines  come  out  from  his 
sharp-cut  lips,  and  how  red  his  mouth  was  in- 
side. There  were  his  deep  sunken  eyes,  wide 
open,  looking  at  me,  and,  though  dead,  he  had 
a  scowl  of  defiance  and  intense  ferocity  on  his 
iace.  It  so  happened  that  his  face  was  turned 
toward  the  bed  of  leaves  on  which  I  la}-,  and  he 
was  hung  not  far  from  me. 

"The  young  gorilla  during  the  wiiole  night 
moaned  for  his  mother.  He  would  look  at  Ihe 
fires  before  him,  then  at  us,  and  then  give  a 
howl,  as  if  he  was  saying,  '  What  have  I  before 
me?'  I  decidedly  friglitened  him  more  than 
Malaouen  and  Querlaouen  could,  for,  in  despite 
of  the  noise  the  young  gorilla  made,  and  of  the 
shadow  of  the  big  gorilla,  they  had  fallen  sound 
asleep.  But  now  and  then  they  would  awake, 
look  at  the  fires,  put  on  more  wood  to  make  a 
blaze,  would  perhaps  smoke  a  pipe,  and  then  go 
to  sleep  again. 

"  Toward  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  Querla- 
ouen arose,  took  from  his  bag  a  little  idol,  and 
put  it  on  the  ground,  muttering  words  I  could 
not  hear,  all  the  time  thinking  I  was  sound 
asleep.  Then  he  took  a  piece  of  chalk  of  the 
Alumbi,  and  rubbed  it  on  his  forehead  between 
his  two  eyes  ;  then  he  rubbed  it  in  the  hollow  of 
his  chest,  and  along  both  his  arms ;  then  he 
chewed  a  piece  of  a  certain  soft  cane,  which  he 
spat  on  the  idol ;  and  then  he  talked  to  it.  Now 
and  then  he  muttered  my  name.  At  last  I  un- 
derstood that  the  ignorant  but  good  fellow  was 
begging  his  idol  to  take  care  of  me.  Then,  with 
his  sharp-pointed  knife,  he  cut  his  two  hands 


I  slightly  in  many  places,  and  took  the  blood  that 
j  fell  and  rubbed  his  body  with  it,  also  the  idol, 
I  and  then  lay  down  once  more  by  the  fires  and 
j  took  another  sleep." 


THUNDER-STRUCK. 

IT  was  five  o'clock  in  a  summer's  afternoon, 
and  the  sun's  western  rays  still  fell  hotly 
upon  and  around  a  clumsy,  square,  unpainted, 
wooden  building,  which,  isolated  and  lonely, 
stood  upon  the  outskirts  of  a  country  village. 

The  district  school-house  (for,  for  Avhat  other 
earthly  purpose  than  a  district  school-house 
could  the  ingenuity  of  man  have  designed  that 
desolate,  dreary  place  ?)  stood  a  little  removed 
from  the  dusty  highway,  from  which,  however, 
no  trim  paling  divided  it ;  the  stone-walls  which 
bounded  the  adjacent  lots  were  in  a  neglected 
and  tumble-down  condition ;  the  turf  around 
the  door  was  bare,  trodden,  and  dead  ;  the  few 
shade  trees  (originally  left  by  the  "Building 
Committee"  to  shelter  their  work,  and  possibly 
hide  its  deformities)  were  hacked  and  hewed, 
broken  and  dead  ;  and  the  place  had  altogether 
that  unhappy,  deserted  look  which  so  often, 
in  the  country,  distinguishes  these  outer  courts 
of  the  temple  of  literature,  and  sometimes  sug- 
gests the  inquiry  whether,  if  there  is  "a  royal 
road  to  learning,"  it  might  not  be  well  to  erect 
station-houses  more  suitable  to  the  comfort  of 
the  young  travelers  on  the  route. 

The  door  burst  open,  and  a  noisy  crew  of 
half-grown  boys  and  girls  came  trooping  out,, 
followed  by  a  score  or  two  of  more  juvenile 
aspirants  to  literary  distinction,  with  clumsy, 
graceless  gambols,  elfish  or  apish  grimaces, 
rude  shouts  and  jeers  and  cries  and  yells,  and 
all  the  various  unmeaning  and  unnecessary 
noises  which  vulgar  boyhood  finds  delight  in 
giving  utterance  to.  They  spread  themselves 
out  into  the  road,  and  gradually  dropping  off 
at  their  several  turnings,  the  rude  clamor  less- 
ened by  degrees ;  until,  as  the  latest  straggler 
(whose  steps  had  been  impeded  by  the  enforced 
companionship  of  a  brace  of  younger  brothers) 
disappeared  in  the  sunny  distance,  silence  set- 
tled again  upon  the  scene  of  their  exodus. 

But  see — they  have  left  the  door  open  be- 
hind them ;  and  we  may  venture  a  survey  of 
the  interior  of  the  place  where  these  rough 
young  colts,  who  are  perhaps  training  for  the 
heights  of  Parnassus,  are  first  broken  in  and 
taught  their  paces. 

The  door-step,  a  broken  millstone,  is  litter- 
ed over  with  chips  and  stones,  shells,  stalks, 
and  leaves;  and  the  door-sill  is  broken  and 
settled  ;  but  never  mind,  we  can  enter.  In- 
side is  a  large,  bare,  high  room,  with  its  numer- 
ous and  unshaded  windows  high  up  in  the 
walls,  which,  once  whitewashed,  are  now  yel- 
low, weather-stained,  time-worn,  and  scarred 
by  jack-knives,  and  grim  with  the  imprint  of 
successive  hundreds  of  little,  dirty  hands.  The 
unpainted  floor  is  strewed  with  bits  of  waste 
paper,  straw,  and  other  rubbish— all  the  name- 
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less  debris  wliich  seems  naturally  to  collect 
around  the  roots  of  literature,  and  from  which, 
perhaps,  it  vegetates. 

No  sound  disturbs  us  here,  save  the  sharp  mo- 
notonous "tick-tack,  tick-tack,"  of  the  coarse 
wooden  clock  in  the  corner,  the  tarnished  pen- 
dulum of  which  swings  back  and  forth  with 
a  nervous,  spasmodic  jerk,  as  if,- irritated  by 
the  dullness  of  the  place,  it  counted  the  time 
grudgingly,  and  with  a  sharp  bitterness,  feeling 
it  might  be  doing  something  better  with  all  its 
weights  and  wheels  ;  and  the  hum  of  the  idle 
flies,  droning  lazily  in  the  dim  window-panes 
where  the  sun  shines  hottest,  rising  occasion- 
ally to  a  sharper,  shriller  sound,  v.hen  some 
rope-walking  spider,  disdaining  a  balance-pole, 
darting  along  his  air-hung  path  with  the  assured 
agility  of  a  second  Blondin,  clasps  the  luckless 
singer  in  his  treacherous  embrace,  and,  despite 
struggles  and  resistance,  calmly  pinions  legs 
and  wings,  and  spins  a  shroud  over  the  still 
living  victim. 

But  the  room,  though  silent,  is  not  wholly 
deserted.  Look  around.  In  the  master's  desk 
sits  a  graceful  and  fashionably  dressed  young 
man ;  he  is  leaning  forward,  with  his  white, 
gentlemanly  hands  clasped  together,  and  rest- 
ing upon  the  corner  of  the  desk  before  him ; 
on  them  rests  his  head,  his  fine  hair  falling 
over  the  clasped  hands,  his  handsome  features 
clouded  with  care  or  grief,  and  his  downcast 
eyes  humid  with  a  moisture  which  only  his 
strong,  earnest,  manly  self-control  could  keep 
from  freely  breaking  forth  in  unmanly  tears  ; 
for  Robert  Middleton,  though  he  sat  there  in 
his  chair  of  state,  legally  constituted  ruler  and 
teacher,  and  duly  chosen,  elected,  and  invested 
with  authority  by  the  sage  school  committee 
of  L  ,  to  rule  with  undivided  sway  as  prin- 
cipal of  their  district  school,  was  himself  an 
undergraduate  in  a  far  higher  school  —  the 
school  of  adversity. 

Up  to  the  age  of  eighteen  years  Robert  Mid- 
dleton had  been  the  pet  and  favorite  of  For- 
tune ;  and  then,  with  that  sudden  fickleness 
which  has  been  said  to  be  one  of  her  feminine 
characteristics,  the  capricious  goddess  had  cast 
him  off,  and  flouted  him,  and  frowned  upon 
him,  and  turned  her  face  away  like  a  very  co- 
quette, not  even  letting  him  know  how  or  when 
he  had  oftended  her. 

The  father  of  the  young  teacher,  the  elder 
Mr.  Middleton,  a  prosperous  and  wealthy  mer- 
chant, Avas  early  left  a  widower;  and  Robert, 
his  only  child,  was  the  pride  and  delight  of  his 
heart;  but  his  parental  love,  though  natural 
and  blameless  in  feeling,  had  been  unfortunate 
in  its  mode  of  expression.  The  father  had  com- 
menced life  in  obscurity,  and  under  the  re- 
straints of  poverty ;  he  had  made  his  own 
wealth,  and  attaching  perhaps  undue  import- 
ance to  its  advantages,  he  was  desirous  that 
his  only  child  should  enjoy  all  the  accessories 
to  comfort  which  wealth  could  procure,  and 
escape  all  the  annoyances  which  stern  poverty 
entails.    This  was  the  object  with  which  he 


had  commenced  his  patient  accumulations,  and 
though  the  end  had  long  been  attained,  he  still 
continued  to  regard  it  as  his  object ;  but,  uncon- 
sciously to  himself,  his  motive  had  gradually 
become  changed,  and  the  pursuit  of  wealth, 
which  had  been  the  business  of  his  earlier  life, 
had  become  in  later  years  its  pleasure.  It  had 
for  him  all  the  excitement  of  the  gaming-table 
or  the  turf,  without  a  consciousness  of  wrong- 
doing, or  consequent  self-reproach  ;  for  he  was 
an  honest  and  liberal  man,  exact  and  punctil- 
ious in  all  his  business  traiisactions,  giving 
bread  to  many,  and  wronging  no  man  ;  but 
when  he  had  made  a  sagacious  venture,  or  a 
successful  speculation,  he  still  flattered  himself 
it  was  all  for  Robert  that  he  still  plodded  on 
in  the  trammels  of  business — all  for  Robert's 
ultimate  good  that  he  kept  himself  too  much 
immersed  in  commercial  ])ursuits  to  give  the 
boy  his  personal  attention,  or  even  to  cultivate 
his  acquaintance ;  and,  consequently,  Robert 
knew  his  father  only  as  the  latter  knew  his 
banking-house,  as  the  institution  from  which 
he  was  entitled  to  draw  his  funds. 

But  money,  even  when  honestly  made  and 
worthily  used,  is  not  always  to  be  securely  held. 
The  wheel  of  fortune  is  always  turning,  and  two 
or  three  revolutions  of  its  spokes  served  to  dis- 
sipate the  labored  accumulations  of  years.  For- 
tunately, the  merchant  did  not  live  to  see  it ; 
he  died  quite  unconscious  of  the  impending 
ruin ;  died  supposing  he  left  Robert  to  the  en- 
joyment of  a  princely  fortune ;  and  the  Avorld 
(the  commercial  world,  in  which  he  lived)  be- 
lieved so  too,  and  hastened  to  offer  its  allegi- 
ance to  the  young  millionaire.  But  when  an 
investigation  took  place  startling  revelations 
were  made ;  and  when  his  affairs  were  wound 
up  it  was  found  there  was  scarcely  enough  to 
satisfy  the  creditors ;  and  the  young  man  who 
had  been  taught  to  regard  himself  as  the  heir 
to  inexhaustible  wealth  was  left  penniless. 

Robert  heard  of  his  father's  death  with  aAve 
and  some  natural  grief ;  to  be  sure  he  had 
known  but  little  of  him,  but  that  little  had  all 
been  pleasant.  From  his  days  of  boyhood, 
when  his  fathei  had  patted  his  head  and  ten- 
dered him  silver  dollars  and  gold  pieces,  up  to 
the  times  w-hen  he  shook  hands  wdth  him  and 
presented  him  with  a  clieck  on  his  bank,  he 
had  been  uniformly  kind  to  him  ;  besides,  his 
father  had  been  the  only  family  tie  he  had  ever 
known,  and  he  felt  the  loss  which  sundered 
that. 

The  second  shock — the  news  of  his  own  al- 
tered fortunes — affected  him  far  less,  simply 
because  he  did  not  comprehend  all  w^hicli  it 
involved.  His  personal  friends  gathered  about 
him  with  their  regrets  and  their  condolences, 
but  the  young  man  himself  was  calm  and  self- 
possessed,  and  dealt  in  philosophical  and  pro- 
verbial resignation. 

"Poverty  was  not  the  Avorst  of  ills,"  he  said  ; 
"  he  had  youth,  and  health,  and  hope,  and  en- 
ergy ;  his  father  had  made  all  his  money,  why 
should  not  he?  the  world  owed  a  living  to  all 
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its  inhabitants,  and  would  not  deny  one  to  him ; 
and  perhaps  his  sluggish  temperament  needed 
just  this  to  rouse  it,"  etc.,  etc.  And  his  friends 
listened,  and  applauded,  and  told  him  he  was 
"  a  hero !  a  philosopher  I  a  Spartan !"  And  he 
believed  them. 

But  all  this  was  nothing.  What  did  it 
amount  to?  Simply  that  the  young  dreamer 
was  talking  theoretically,  and  not  practically. 
What  did  the  young  neophyte  know  of  the 
life  he  Avas  about  to  enter  upon  ?  He,  who  had 
looked  upon  the  world  through  the  rose-tinted 
windows  of  the  drawing-room,  what  did  he 
know  of  poverty?  He  had  never  realized  the 
comforts  his  father's  wealth  had  surrounded 
him  with,  but  had  taken  it  for  granted  that  his 
own  easy,  luxurious  life  was  the  natural  state 
of  man.  He  had  seen  poverty,  the  dirty,  squal- 
id, vicious,  reckless  poverty  which  a  great  city 
holds  in  her  bosom  like  a  festering  sore,  and 
had  given  money  freely  to  relieve  it ;  but  that 
was  low,  vulgar  poverty,  not  the  poverty  of  a 
gentleman ;  he  felt  he  could  never  descend  to 
that.  Possibly  his  ideas  of  respectable,  gen- 
tlemanly limitation  would  have  been  the  ex- 
change of  his  club-room  and  opera  box  for  a 
seat  at  the  casement  windoAv  of  some  vine-hung 
cottage ;  to  eat  strawberries  and  cream  in- 
stead of  oysters  and  ices  ;  and  listen  to  the  song 
of  the  birds  instead  of  the  notes  of  a  Picco- 
lomini.  And  with  an  abundant  Avardrobe,  and 
his  pocket-book  still  filled  with  his  last  quar- 
ter's ample  allowance,  he  could  afford  to  ro- 
mance and  philosophize — for  a  while. 

But  the  time  was  coming,  and  soon  came, 
when,  his  supplies  being  exhausted,  he  called 
upon  his  late  father's  bankers,  and  was  civilly 
referred  to  the  executors,  Avhere  he  was  met  by 
the  delicately  conveyed  but  startling  informa- 
tion that  they  had  no  funds  for  him. 

Robert  hastened  to  explain:  "He  did  not 
mean  a  fortune ;  that  he  knew  he  was  not  to 
look  for ;  but  money  for  his  own  necessary  ex- 
penses— he  meant  money  for  his  own,  imme- 
diate, daily  use."  They  were  very,  very  sorry 
to  say  they  had  none  to  advance.  Robert  Avas 
astonished.  "Where,  then,  should  he  apply  for 
it?"  he  very  innocently  inquired.  "Really, 
they  did  not  know ;  most  unfortunately,  they 
had  not  a  dollar  in  their  hands." 

Robert  Avalked  thoughtfully  back  to  his 
rooms ;  now  Avas  the  time  to  act  upon  his  theo- 
ries ;  but  they  did  not  seem  so  feasible.  "  The 
world  owed  him  a  living."  True  ;  but  hoAV  Avas 
he  to  recover  the  debt  ?  His  claim  Avas  a  good 
one,  undoubtedly ;  but  to  Avhom  Avas  he  to  pre- 
sent it?  This  is  a  question  Avhicli  has  posed 
Aviser  heads  than  his. 

He  thought  deeply  on  the  subject ;  he  ap- 
plied to  his  friends — his  father's  friends  and  his 
OAvn ;  they  sympathized,  and  temporized,  and 
held  out  A-ague  hopes  of  some  golden  opportu- 
nity in  the  far  distance ;  but  all  their  plans  re- 
quired time  or  money  to  realize  them,  and  Rob- 
ert could  give  neither;  and,  like  "  the  hare  Avith 
many  friends,"  he  found  he  must,  after  all,  de- 


pend upon  himself.  Fortunately,  he  had  not 
overestimated  his  internal  resources;  he  had, 
as  he  had  said,  youth  and  health,  and  energies 
Avhich  only  needed  rousing ;  he  had  received  a 
good  classical  education,  though,  having  no 
decided  turn  for  any  profession,  he  had  not 
been  educated  for  one ;  and  he  had  inherited 
from  his  father  a  clear  sense  of  equity  and  hon- 
esty. His  resolves  were  decided,  and  his  action 
prompt.  The  sale  of  his  horses  and  his  yacht, 
Avith  the  many  luxurious  trifles  of  a  gentleman- 
ly leisure  (to  he  his  no  longer),  procured  him 
ready  money  to  meet  his  present  wants.  Debts 
he  had  never  contracted  :  that  Avas  the  only 
point  upon  which  his  father  had  insisted. 

Just  at  this  juncture  one  of  those  chances 
Avhich  Avill  occur  in  a  lifetime  brought  to  his 
notice  an  advertisement  of  the  school  committee 

of  L  for  a  teacher  in  their  district  school. 

Of  course  the  emolument  Avas  small — scarcely 
more  than  he  had  given  his  "  tiger ;"  but  it  was 
out  of  toAvn,  it  Avas  bread  and  occupation  until 
he  had  time  to  fix  upon  something  better ;  and, 
provided  Avith  letters  from  his  late  father's  phy- 
sician, Avho  had  friends  and  interest  in  the  town 

of  L  ,  he  proceeded  there  at  once,  offered  his 

credentials,  underwent  an  examination,  and  Avas 
accepted. 

Mr.  Middleton  had  now  been  installed  in  his  * 
ncAv  position  a  fcAv  Aveeks,  and  the  excitement 
of  novelty  being  over,  the  consequent  reaction 
of  depression  A\'as  upon  him ;  and,  as  he  sat  in 
his  desk  that  Avarm  June  evening,  unmindful  of 
flies  or  clock,  he  had  been  taking  a  sad  revicAV 
of  the  past,  and  a  still  sadder  a'Icav  of  the  future. 

Strangely  alone — like  some  star  struck  out 
from  its  orbit,  and  neither  mourned  nor  missed 
by  the  constellation  from  Avhich  it  had  fallen — 
lie  felt  himself  isolated  and  changed,  until  he 
almost  began  to  doubt  his  own  identity.  Were 
these  rough,  uncouth,  loutish,  yelping  boys  (stu- 
pid in  every  thing  but  the  art  of  annoyance), 
these  loud-voiced,  bold,  hoidenish  girls,  desti- 
tute alike  of  the  refinements  of  polished  society 
and  the  graceful  simplicity  of  rustic  life,  to  be 
his  sole  companions  and  only  objects  of  inter- 
est— he,  Avhose  Sybarite  nerves  had  ever  shrunk 
tremblingly  from  a  discordant  voice,  an  ill-chosen 
Avord,  or  ungraceful  gesture  ?   Could  he  live  on 
so  (for  nothing  else  had  offered) — could  he  live, 
and  groAv  old,  and  die  in  his  present  distasteful 
occupation  ?    And,  as  he  asked  himself  this 
question,  there  came  across  his  mental  vision, 
clear  and  distinct  as  if  daguerreotyped  there,  a 
scene  of  the  preceding  summer,  Avhen,  riding 
out  Avith  some  of  his  gay  friends,  he  had  passed 
on  the  road  a  poor  teacher  coming  out  of  much 
such  a  school -house  as  the  one  in  Avhich  he  noAv 
sat.    He  had  made  no  observation  at  the  time, 
scarcely  noticing  the  man,  except  courteously 
to  return  the  boAV  Avith  Avhich  he  moved  aside 
for  him.    But  noAV,  strangely  enough,  the  Avhole 
scene  returned  to  him,  vivid  as  a  picture— the 
road,  the  trees,  the  sky,  the  very  feeling  of  the 
atmosphere  ;  the  pale  Aice  and  bent  form  of  the 
man,  his  threadbare  coat  and  Avorn  visage  ;  the 
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near-sighted  frown  on  the  otherwise  mild  brow ; 
the  habitual  patience  in  the  clear  gray  eyes. 
Strange  how  this  picture  had  been  unknowing- 
ly stored  away  in  some  dim  gallery  of  his  brain, 
to  start  out  noio  in  such  full  coloring  and  bold 
relief!  In  vain  he  tried  to  turn  it  aside;  it 
seemed  to  haunt  him.  Was  that  sad  figure  in- 
deed a  prototype  of  himself?  Vexed,  at  last, 
by  the  pertinacity  with  which  the  idea  would 
return  to  him,  Mr.  Middleton  roused  himself 
and  left  the  house,  determined  to  drive  oft"  this 
shadowy  gloom  by  active  exercise. 

He  had  walked  for  some  little  time  without 
gaining  his  object ;  but  he  was  a  true  worship- 
er of  Nature,  and  gradually  and  imperceptibly 
her  softening  influences  stole  over  him,  and  the 
beauty  of  the  scenery  and  the  weather  were  win- 
ning him  from  himself,  when  he  reached  a  turn 
in  the  road  which  wound  around  a  little  bank  or 
hijgh  ground  crowned  with  bushes.  Lost  in  a 
still  gloomy  reverie,  Robert  was  passing  on,  his 
eyes  bent  upon  the  ground  and  his  thoughts  far 
away,  when  from  a  little  thicket  on  the  other 
side  of  the  road  a  bird  poured  forth  his  musical 
vespers. 

Absorbed  in  thought  as  he  was,  Robert  would 
scarcely  have  noticed  it,  had  it  not  been  that 
even  as  the  gushing  melody  died  away  it  was 
'caught  up  and  repeated,  note  by  note,  from  the 
little  bank  above  him  ;  and  then,  with  scarce  an 
interval  of  pause,  came  the  blithe  notes  of  the 
robin  and  the  mournful  cry  of  the  whip-poor- 
will  ;  and  these,  again,  were  followed  in  their 
turn  by  the  quavering  trill  of  the  golden  oriole, 
the  glad  gossip  of  the  merry  bobolink,  with  its  I 
''chee,  chee,  chee,"  and  the  plaintive  "more 
wet"  of  the  quail — till  it  seemed  as  if  the  little 
bank  above  him  must  be  a  very  aviary  of  feath- 
ered minstrels. 

Glancing  up  into  th6  place  from  whence  all 
this  varied  melody  seemed  to  issue,  Robert  saw 
only  one  solitary  tree,  and  only  one  shadowy 
bird  stirring  among  its  quiet  branches  ;  and  re- 
membering to  have  heard  a  recent  debate  in 
which  it  had  been  asserted  that  the  male  Amer- 
ican cat-bird  is  often  a  mocking-bird  of  rare 
])0wers,  he  determined  to  climb  the  bank  and 
try  to  discover  if  the  creator  of  all  this  musical 
olio  was  indeed  one  of  that  most  despised  race. 

He  ascended  the  bank  with  little  effort,  and 
was  pressing  on,  with  his  eyes  raised  to  the  tree 
which  had  seemed  the  orchestra  of  this  unique 
l)erformance,  when  his  steps  were  suddenly  ar- 
rested by  a  peal  of  low,  clear,  ringing  human 
laughter,  sweet  and  soft  as  the  fall  of  a  chime 
of  silver  bells,  which  came  bubbling  up  from  the 
ground  at  his  very  feet ;  and  there,  cradled  in 
the  fresh,  blossomy  grass,  whose  flowery  tops, 
pink  and  white,  nodded  around  the  brink  of  her 
rustic  nest,  lay  a  child,  a  little  girl  of  apparent- 
ly not  more  than  six  years  old. 

She  was  a  child  of  singular  loveliness  and 
beauty,  with  a  complexion  of  that  pure,  firm, 
ivory  whiteness  rarely  seen  beyond  the  fresh 
young  life  of  healthy  infancy  ;  and  its  brilliancy 
was  heightened  by  long,  loose  curls  of  that  rare, 


peculiar  tint  of  auburn  so  hard  to  describe,  but 
so  universally  admired  when  seen. 

The  child  lay  at  her  easy  length  upon  the 
ground,  in  a  careless  attitude  of  perfect  freedom 
and  abandon ;  but  her  position  had  all  the  un- 
studied grace  which  the  pliant  form  of  uncon- 
scious childhood  often  assumes.  The  small 
feet  were  lightly  crossed,  and  one  little  dim- 
pled hand  was  thrown  over  her  head,  the  snowy 
whiteness  of  the  delicate,  blue-veined  wrist  re- 
lieved by  the  rich  masses  of  curls  upon  v/hich  it 
rested,  and  in  the  soft  gleaming  rings  of  which 
the  small  ivory  fingers  had  unconsciously  lost 
themselves.  The  other  little  hand  was  held  up 
before  her,  on  a  level  with  her  eyes,  and  upon 
the  back  of  it  (smooth  and  white  and  finely 
grained  as  the  unique  petal  of  the  calla  lily) 
rested  a  gorgeous  summer  butterfly,  calmly  lift- 
ing and  depressing  its  burnished  wings,  and 
furling  and  unfurling  its  gracefid  antennje,  with 
seemingly  the  same  quiet  sense  of  enjoyment 
as  if  perched  on  the  bosom  of  some  newly-opened 
blossom.  It  was  doubtless  the  advent  of  this 
little  winged  visitant  which  had  called  out  that 
burst  of  low,  sweet,  childish  laughter. 

As  Robert's  feet  approached  the  couch  of 
this  little  woodland  nymph,  the  insect,  taking 
alarm,  rose  slowly  on  its  rainbow  wings,  and 
sailing  round  in  graceful  gyrations,  as  if  un- 
Avilling  to  depart,  soared  aloft  on  the  still  sum- 
mer air,  followed  by  another  peal  of  silvery 
laughter  from  the  child,  whose  sweet  eyes  watch- 
ed it  till  it  Avas  lost  in  the  blue  heavens,  scarce- 
ly purer  or  more  intensely  blue  than  themselves ; 
I  and  then,  without  changing  her  attitude  in  the 
least,  she  turned  her  sweet  glances  full  upon  the 
new-comer ;  but,  to  Robert's  surprise,  she  man- 
ifested no  emotion,  either  of  fear  or  wonder,  at 
his  close  proximity,  regarding  him  with  a  sort 
of  regal  calmness  and  self-possession — an  air  of 
even  greater  indifference,  perhaps,  than  she  had 
bestowed  upon  the  butterfly. 

Infinitely  amused  at  what  he  supposed  to  be 
the  incipient  coquetry  of  this  little  rustic  beau- 
ty, Robert  dropped  upon  his  knee  by  her  side, 
and  regarded  her  for  a  moment  with  fixed  at- 
tention, curious  to  discover  how  long  she  could 
maintain  the  dignity  of  her  royal  silence;  and 
for  a  little  space  neither  of  them  spoke  ;  but  he 
could  detect  in  her  no  wavering,  no  change,  no 
sign  of  emotion,  unless  it  were  in  a  nervous  dila- 
tation and  contraction  of  the  pupils  of  the  sweet, 
humid  eyes,  which  gave  to  them  a  tremulous 
motion,  like  the  radiant  scintillations  of  a  dew- 
drop,  and  the  varying  color  on  the  fair  cheek, 
which  deepened  and  faded,  like  the  passing 
shadow  of  a  rosy  cloud,  with  every  breath  she 
drew. 

Finding  the  child  did  not  mean  to  speak  to 
him,  Robert  was  at  last  the  one  to  break  the 
silence. 

"Well,  little  one,"  he  said,  laughingly,  al- 
luding to  her  prolonged  gaze  at  him,  "you  mean 
to  know  me  when  we  meet  again,  don't  you  ?" 

No  answer ;  only  a  faint,  scarcely  percepti- 
ble sigh  parted  the  sweet,  rosy  lips. 
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"And  so,  my  little  singing  bird,"  continued  i 
the  young  man,  "  was  it  really  you  who  made 
all  that  music?  I  expected  to  find  a  whole 
treeful  of  birds,  and  I  find  only  one  little 
ground -sparrow  nestling  in  the  grass.  Will 
you  sing  for  me  again,  as  you  did  just  now  ?" 

Still  no  answer ;  and  as  Robert  observed  the 
child  closely,  he  saw  that  her  gaze  was  growing 
wandering  and  abstracted,  the  color  in  her  face 
and  lips  fiiding  away,  and  a  heaviness  as  of 
sleep  stealing  over  the  soft  eyes  and  weighing 
down  the  white  lids,  with  their  long,  silken 
fringes. 

"  Why, Bobolink, "he  said,  in  surprise,  ''you 
are  not  going  to  sleep,  are  you  ?  Tell  me  where 
you  live,  and  if  you  are  tired  I  will  carry  you 
home." 

Still  no  answer  came,  unless  the  deepened 
breathing  and  the  closing  eyes  answered  him. 

"Why,  child,"  said  the  young  man,  still 
more  earnestly,  "I  tell  you  you  must  not  sleep 
here  in  the  grass  ;  why,  the  dew  is  beginning  to 
fall  already.  Tell  me  Avhere  you  live,  and  I  will 
carry  you  home  in  my  arms  ;  but  you  must  not 
sleep  here;"  and  as  he  spoke  he  attempted 
gently  to  raise  her. 

"No,"  said  the  child,  speaking  in  languid, 
sleepy  tone,  and  with  a  repellent  gesture  of  her 
little  hand. 

"But  I  must,"  said  Robert.  "I  can  not  go 
and  leave  you  here  alone ;  it  is  almost  night. 
Are  you  not  afraid  ?"  And  again  he  attempted 
to  raise  her. 

" No  !"  repeated  the  little  one.  '■'■No! — no; 
Ella— no 

But  at  this  moment  the  interview  was  inter- 
rupted By  a  new  arrival.  Even  as  the  child 
spoke,  and  as  if  in  answer  to  her  voice,  a  quick, 
panting  sound  was  heard,  and  a  huge  New- 
foundland dog,  coal-black  and  shaggy-coated, 
dashed  up  the  little  hill,  and  crashing  through 
the  undergrowth  of  bushes,  stood  over  the  pros- 
trate form  of  the  child,  bringing  his  huge  jaws 
and  red  tongue  into  a  very  unpleasant  proximi- 
ty to  Mr.  Middleton's  face,  and  gave  a  short, 
sharp,  and  most  expressive  growl,  which  served 
to  show  a  white  and  very  determined-looking 
set  of  teeth ;  and  then,  dropping  his  head,  he 
began  to  fondle  the  face  of  the  child,  who  seemed 
to  recognize  the  new-comer  as  a  familiar  friend, 
for,  without  unclosing  her  eyes,  she  clasped  her 
arms  fondly  about  his  neck,  and  uttered  again 
that  low,  sweet,  musical  laugh ;  and  then,  spring- 
ing suddenly  to  her  feet,  she  twisted  her  hand 
in  his  rough  mane,  and  the  two  oddly-assorted 
companions  began  slowly  to  descend  the  hill  on 
the  other  side. 

"At  least  you  will  let  me  go  with  you,  I 
hope,"  said  Robert,  advancing  to  the  other  side 
of  the  child,  and  attempting  to  take  her  hand 
in  his.  The  little  girl  did  not  again  repulse 
him,  but  the  dog  stopped  short,  fixed  his  eyes 
on  the  intruder,  and  gave  another  of  those  mean- 
ing utterances,  so  wholly  unmistakable  in  its  im- 
port that  Robert  thought  it  safest  to  withdraw, 
and  leave  the  little  one  to  the  care  of  a  guard- 


ian who  seemed  fully  competent  to  his  office ; 
and  he  stood  still,  while  they  proceeded  leisure- 
ly down  the  pathway,  catching  from  the  lii)S  of 
the  beautiful  child  as  she  retreated  only  the 
broken  and  disconnected  words,  "Pretty  Ella! 
pretty  baby  !  good  Max  !  pretty  puppy  !" 

Mr.  Middleton  stood  silently  contemplating 
the  ill-matched  pair  as  they  moved  slowly  out 
of  sight,  without,  as  it  seemed,  one  thought  of 
him.  "  Heigh-ho ! "  he  said,  at  last.  "  Times 
have  changed  with  me,  indeed  !  I  lliink  I  must 
be  a  descendant  of  the  estimable  but  drowsy 
little  woman  who  encountered  that  most  ungen- 
tlemanly  itinerant  Strout ;  '  for  is  it  not  writ- 
ten in  the  Book  of  Chronicles  that  it  was  when 
the  dog  began  to  hark  that  she  began  to  cr}', 
'Lord  'a  massy  on  me!  I  don't  believe  it's  I?' 
And  surely  she  had  not  more  strangely  lost  her 
identity  than  I  have  mine  !  This  time  last  year 
the  belles  of  Newport  and  Saratoga  were  pleased 
to  accept  my  attentions,  and  now  this  little  rus- 
tic beauty,  baby  as  she  is,  declines  me  as  an  es- 
cort, and  prefers  a  puppy  to  me.  Can  it  be 
that  my  fallen  fortunes  have  set  their  mark  on 
me  so  soon?  Ah,  well,  well,  well ;  nevermind! 
The  schoolmaster  lias  got  lessons  to  learn  as 
well  as  to  teach,  I  find." 

As  he  spoke  Mr.  Middleton  retraced  his 
steps,  and  sprung  down  the  little  bank,  but  he 
had  scarcely  regained  the  road  when  a  cheerful 
voice  called  him  by  name,  and  he  saw  coming 
toward  him  a  gentleman  whom  he  recognized 

as  Doctor  Mayne,  the  physician  of  L  ,  to 

whom  he  had  brought  a  letter  of  introduction. 

"  On  my  word,"  said  the  Doctor,  with  an  air 
of  affected  caution,  looking  at  him  suspiciously 
as  he  spoke,  "are  you  sure,  now,  it's  really 
you,  and  not  Jack  Slieppard  ?  You  sprung  out 
of  that  little  thicket  with  such  an  air  of  despe- 
rate resolve  that  I  had  serious  thoughts  of  fling- 
ing away  my  purse,  and  swallowing  my  watch, 
and  running  for  life.  But  now,  if  it  is  really 
you,  how  are  you?  I've  just  been  to  your 
room  to  ask  you  to  pass  Friday  evening  at  my 
house  ;  but,  pray,  what  were  you  doing  in  that 
thicket  from  which  you  emerged  so  abruptly? 
May  I  ask  if  you  were  enjoying  the  sentimental 
alone  there  ?" 

"  Not  entirely,"  said  Robert,  in  the  same  ban- 
tering tone.  "  Keep  my  secret,  I  entreat  you  ! 
I  was  not  alone  ;  I  had  youth  and  beauty  with 
me." 

"Now  is  not  that  too  bad?"  said  his  com- 
panion; "and  so  you  have  been  beforehand 
with  us.  My  wife  and  I  intended  to  introduce 
you  to  our  fairest  natives  on  Friday  evening; 
but  you,  it  seems,  have  forestalled  our  kind  in- 
tentions." 

"  I  think  not,"  said  Robert,  gravely.  "  The 
young  lady  in  question  would  not,  I  tliiuk,  have 
been  one  of  your  guests.  I  have  tlie  impres- 
sion she  does  not  go  into  company  at  present." 

"Ah  !  indeed  ;  may  I  inquire  why  not?" 

"  Certainly— from  her  extreme  youth,  I  pre- 
sume. In  fact.  Doctor,  my  companion  was  a 
little  child." 
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"Indeed  !    That's  another  affair." 

"  Yes  ;  a  beautiful  child,  whom  I  found  half 
asleep  in  the  grass.  I  never  saw  any  thing  so 
lovely.  An  infant  Aurora,  in  grace  and  in 
coloring  ;  Avith  clear  sapphire  eyes,  and  true  au- 
burn hair ;  attended  by  a  huge  black  dog  only. 
Who  is  she  ?" 

"Baby  Ella,  I  suppose,"  said  the  Doctor, 
gravely. 

"Yes;  I  think  that  is  her  name;  but  she 
would  not  talk  to  me.    Who  is  she  ?" 

"I  can  not  tell  you,"  said  Mayne.  "I  do 
not  know  who  she  is.'' 

"  And  yet  you  knew  at  once  whom  I  meant," 
said  Robert,  coldly. 

"Of  course  I  did.  It  is  not  a  description 
to  fit  every  body,  certainly.  I  did  know  who 
you  meant  at  once  ;  but,  as  I  said  before,  I  can 
not  tell  you  who  she  is,  for  I  do  not  know  that 
myself.  Poor  little  thing!  we  can  say  what 
she  is,  but  not  who  she  is." 

"  Oh  !  very  well,  then,"  said  Robert,  laugh- 
ing. "If  that  is  the  necessary  form  of  adju- 
ration, then  tell  me,  I  beseech  you,  what  is 
she  ?" 

"A  foundling,"  said  Doctor  Mayne,  hesi- 
tating, "and — an  innocent," 

"Innocent !"  repeated  Robert.  "Of  course 
she  is  ;  babies  usually  are  that,  I  believe — un- 
less she  comes  in  for  her  share  of  original  sin ; 
but  what  else  is  she  ?" 

"Nothing  else,"  said  Doctor  Mayne,  with 
an  air  of  grave  rebuke.  "I  used  the  word  in 
its  Scottish  sense.  You  understand,  I  suppose, 
what  the  Scottish  term  '  an  innocent'  is  meant 
to  express  ?" 

"An  innocent!  what — an  idiot?"  said  the 
young  man,  recoiling  in  sudden  horror.  "  Oil ! 
not  an  idiot  I  that  beautiful  child  !  It  can  not 
be  ;  you  do  not  mean — "  He  paused  abruptly ; 
for  the  singularity  of  the  child's  manner,  her 
strange,  persistent  silence,  her  prolonged  gaze, 
all  recurred  to  him ;  and  as  he  thought  of  her 
loveliness  and  beauty  the  Doctor's  words  fell 
heavily  upon  his  heart. 

"  No,"  said  the  Doctor,  hastily  ;  "  she  is  not 
an  idiot.  Poor  little  Ella's  misfortune  is  the 
result  of  accident,  not  a  natural  deficiency. 
She  has  been  bereft  of  reason,  but  she  was  not 
born  without  it.  Her  little  history  is  a  sad 
one ;  if  you  Avill  walk  on  with  me,  I  will  tell 
you  what  I  can  of  it : 

"Three  summers  ago  my  intimate  friend, 
Tom  Otis,  who  is  a  capital  fellow  and  an  honor 
to  our  profession,  wrote  me  that  he  was  to  at- 
tend a  consultation  some  miles  beyond  here, 
and  could  pass  through  this  place  in  such  a 
train  ;  but  if  I  would  meet  him  at  the  station, 
he  Avould  leave  the  cars  and  skip  one  train  to 
spend  an  hour  with  me.  I  kept  the  appoint- 
ment, and  thus  learned  what.  I  know  of  little 
Ella. 

"Doctor  Otis  told  me  he  had  been  in  the 
cars  some  time,  and  was  dozing  over  a  maga- 
zine, when  a  sweet,  childish  voice,  asking  to 
look  at  the  pictures  in  his  book,  roused  him. 


and  he  found  a  beautiful  little  girl  of  three  or 
four  years  old  standing  by  his  side.  Tom, 
who  is  fond  of  children,  and  has  two  little  ones 
at  home,  was  struck  with  the  child's  remark- 
able beauty,  and  talked  Avith  her  for  some  time  ; 
and  he  said  she  was  uncommonly  intelligent, 
almost  precociously  so,  and  full  of  life  and  vi- 
vacity. She  told  him  her  name  and  age,  where 
she  came  from,  and  where  she  was  going  ;  but, 
unfortunately,  not  attaching  to  the  informa- 
tion thus  given  the  sad  importance  subsequent 
events  have  given  it,  he  can  not  now  recall  it. 
He  said  he  was  first  struck  with  the  child's 
beauty,  but  was  still  more  struck  and  inter- 
ested (as  a  medical  man)  by  a  peculiarity  in 
her  eyes — a  remarkable  dilatation  and  contrac- 
tion of  their  pupils,  which  he  had  always  noted 
as  indicative  of  a  highly  nervous  temperament. 
The  child  remained  with  him  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  and  then  returned  to  her  seat  at  some 
distance ;  and  my  friend  noticed  that  her  com- 
panion was  a  female  dressed  in  very  deep  mourn- 
ing, and  who  seemed  too  much  overcome  by 
sleep  or  grief  to  pay  the  child  much  attention. 
Black  is  a  leveling  dress,  and  Tom,  who  did 
not  see  the  woman's  face,  could  not  judge  of 
her  position  in  life,  but  he  had  an  impression 
she  was  only  an  attendant,  and  not  the  child's 
mother. 

"As  the  train  drew  near  this  place  they  en- 
countered a  sudden  and  violent  thunder-storm, 
and,  from  the  peculiar  indications  I  have  men- 
tioned. Doctor  Otis  was  not  surprised  to  find 
the  child  nervous  and  terrified.  As  the  storm 
increased  in  violence,  so  did  the  child's  excite- 
ment and  alarm,  every  display  of  the  electric 
fluid  eliciting  from  her  a  scream  of  Nervous 
terror. 

"The  woman  who  had  her  in  charge  now 
did  all  in  her  power  to  soothe  and  pacify  her, 
but  in  vain  ;  she  took  the  child  on  her  lap,  bent 
over  her  caressingly,  and  tried  to  quiet  her, 
without  success ;  and  at  last,  clasping  her 
closely  to  her,  she  hid  the  child's  face  on  her 
bosom,  and  wrapped  her  shawl  and  arms  tight- 
ly round  her,  to  try  to  blind  her  to  the  fierce 
glare  of  the  lightning. 

"Another  blinding  flash  illuminated  the 
cars  ;  an  almost  simultaneous  and  most  appall- 
ing crash  of  thunder ;  and  the  woman  and 
child  sunk  heavily  from  the  seat  they  had  oc- 
cupied ;  and  at  the  same  moment  the  train  en- 
tered the  de'})ot. 

"  Of  course  all  was  instant  terror,  bustle, 
and  confusion  ;  the  bodies  were  lifted  out  and 
carried  into  the  station-house  ;  the  few  W'ho 
were  to  leave  here  were  hurriedly  disembarked  ; 
and  as  the  storm  had  now  spent  its  weight, 
the  train  with  its  living  freight  rushed  on  to  its 
destination. 

"Doctor  Otis  and  I,  being  upon  the  spot, 
were  requested  to  examine  the  bodies,  which 
were  supposed  to  be  equally  lifeless.  We  found 
the  Avoman  much  burned ;  she  had  probably 
died  instantaneously  ;  but  the  child  had  re- 
ceived no  external  injury  Avhatever,  and  was 
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soon  restored  to  life,  thougli  not  to  conscious- 
ness. 

"A  worthy  couple  belonging  to  this  town, 
Deacon  Howe  and  his  wife,  chanced  to  be  in 
the  cars,  and  had,  like  Otis,  been  interested  in 
the  child,  and  now  offered  to  take  the  helpless 
little  creature  to  their  own  house,  and  nurse 
and  keep  her  until  she  was  reclaimed,  which 
we  supposed  she  would  be  immediately.  But 
though  extensive  advertisements  were  at  once 
resorted  to,  and  every  means  taken  which  could 
be  suggested  to  discover  her  friends,  no  devel- 
opment has  yet  been  made.  '  The  woman,  v.'ho 
was  buried  here,  had  nothing  about  her  person 
to  give  us  any  clew.  If  they  had  any  baggage 
it  had  either  been  sent  on  or  left  behind,  for 
none  Avas  forthcoming,  and  the  mystery  re- 
mains still  unsolved. 

"Otis,  who  retains  his  interest  in  the  child, 
and  often  writes  me  about  her,  has  always  held 
the  opinion  that  she  would  recover.  He  re- 
gards it  as  a  case  of  partial  mental  paralysis, 
occasioned  by  extreme  neiTOus  terror,  and 
not  the  etfect  of  the  electric  shock.  He  says 
time  and  growth  will  do  wonders  for  her,  but 
I  doubt.  Her  improvement  is  very  slow,  al- 
most imperceptible ;  it  is  now,  as  I  said,  three 
years.  She  has,  indeed,  regained  the  power  of 
speech,  of  which  she  was  deprived  for  months, 
but  it  is  only  the  broken,  imperfect,  baby  speech 
'  of  a  very  little  child  ;  and  her  bodily  health  has 
much  improved  ;  but  the  most  I  can  say  is,  we 
have  hopes. 

"  The  Howes  have  become  so  much  attached 
to  her  I  really  think  they  could  not  give  her  up 
now.  And,  by-the-way,  you  asked  me  where 
you  could  get  board  in  a  private  family.  If 
the  Howes  will  take  you,  it  is  the  very  place. 
Auntie  Howe  is  the  salt  of  the  earth  ;  and  the 
Deacon  —  well,  he  is  auntie's  husband,  and 
does  just  what  she  bids  him,  and  thinks  just 
what  she  thinks,  and  says  just  what  he  hears 
lier  say.  And  so,  walking  through  this  world 
in  the  light  of  her  wisdom  and  virtue,  he  makes 
a  very  respectable  figure,  and  has  not  an  idea 
that  he  does  not  originate  all  that  he  thinks, 
and  says,  and  does,  and  is.  There  you  see, 
young  man,  the  advantage  of  a  good  wife ! 
You  may  say  I  sent  you  to  them,  and  I  hope 
they  may  take  you  in.  And  noAv,  good-even- 
ing. I  may  tell  Mrs.  Mayne  she  may  expect 
you  on  Friday  ?" 

The  next  morning  saw  Mr.  Middleton  early 
at  Mrs.  Howe's  door,  where,  claiming  a  hear- 
ing in  Doctor  Mayne's  name,  he  proflered  a 
request  for  board  and  lodging. 

Mrs.  Howe,  a  fat,  comfortable,  motherly-look- 
ing woman,  listened  mildly  to  his  request,  but 
expressed  her  doubts  if  her  accommodations 
would  suit  him,  a  young  gentleman  so.  She 
wa'n't  like  city  folks,  and  did  not  know  city 
ways.  She  expected  he'd  want  lots  of  things 
she  didn't  know  about.  City  folks  were  full 
of  notions,  she'd  heard  ;  and  they  were  on'y 
plain  kinder  folks,  and  had  on'y  very  plain  fix- 
ings. 
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Mr.  Middleton  assured  her  this  was  just 
what  he  wanted ;  he  had  been  three  weeks  at 
the  tavern,  and  was  sick  of  its  noise  and  con- 
fusion, and  wanted  rest.  This  was  a  chance  shot, 
but,  as  is  often  the  case,  it  took  great  effect. 

"You  been  at  Sam  Hunt's  three  weeks? 
Do  tell !  why,  I  want  to  know !  for  the  pity's 
sake !  Well,  I  donno  but  I  can  do  as  well  for 
you  as  Hunt's  folks,  any  day.  I  used  to  know 
Hunt's  wife.  Why,  Pamely  Hunt  is —  Lor  I 
well,  no  matter  ;  on'y  I  guess  if  you  could  stand 
her  cooking  three  weeks  I  sha'n't  pizen  you. 
You  jest  wait  till  I  call  father,  and  see  what  he 
says,  won't  you  ?" 

The  Deacon,  a  smiling  but  unmeaning-look- 
ing man,  came  and  stood,  with  a  placid  air, 
and  listened  like  an  upright  and  benevolent 
justice  of  the  peace  to  the  parties  before  him  ; 
and  when  Mrs.  Howe  ended  with,  "  Well, 
father,  what  do  you  say?"  the  worthy  man 
rubbed  his  chin  thoughtfully,  and  made  answer; 
"Well,  I'm  sure,  Marthy,  I  don't  know  as  I 
know  justly  what  to  say  about  it — I  declare  I 
don't  rightly  know.  'Tain't  a  thing  of  my  seek- 
ing, and  nuther  I  hain't  no  objections,  as  I 
know  of.  Our  young  folks  being  all  married 
and  out  of  the  way,  as  you  may  say,  'twould  be 
company  like  to  have  the  young  gentleman 
here.  And  then,  on  the  other  hand,  1  don't 
want  you  to  go  to  overdoing  yourself,  and  get- 
ting run  down,  and  laid  up  sick,  and  nothing 
of  that  sort.  I  guess  you  may  do  as  you're  a 
mind  to ;  I  ain't  against  it,  and  I  ain't  for  it. 
I  guess  you're  the  best  judge,  seeing  the  heft 
of  it  will  come  on  you  ;  so  ycu'd  about  as  good 
make  up  your  mind  about  it,  and  I'm  agreeable 
either  way."  And  with  this  strictly  impartial 
and  non-committal  opinion,  the  Deacon,  smil- 
ing blandly,  returned  to  his  place  of  business, 
like  the  full  moon  behind  a  cloud.  A  few  mo- 
ments more  settled  the  question.  Mrs.  Howe 
having  done  her  duty,  like  a  virtuous  and  dis- 
creet wife,  in  thus  supporting  her  husband's 
dignity  and  authority  in  the  eyes  of  his  new 
inmate,  decided  the  point  for  herself,  as  she 
usually  did ;  and  Mr.  Middleton  was  accepted 
as  a  boarder. 

"I  met  your  little  girl  out  last  evening," 
said  Robert,  when  the  business  was  settled ; 
"she  got  home  safely,  I  hope?" 

"  She  did.  Sir,  I  thank  you,"  said  Mrs.  Howe, 
concisely. 

"  She  is  very  lovely,"  said  Robert. 

"  She  is  that,"  replied  Mrs.  Howe. 

"Doctor  Mayne  has  told  me  her  history," 
pursued  Mr.  Middleton.  "Poor  little  thing! 
it  is  a  very  sad  one." 

"He  is  a  good  man.  Doctor  Mayne  is," 
said  Mrs.  Howe,  in  a  softer  tone  ;  "and  he  has 
been  real  kind  to  poor  little  Ella." 

"Yes ;  he  seems  much  interested  for  her,  and 
she  certainly  is  very  engaging.  I  think  I  never 
saw  a  more  beautiful  child.  Wliere  is  she 
now  ?" 

"Oh,  she  is  out,  about  on  the  hills  some- 
wheres." 
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"What,  alone  ?  do  you  trust  her  out  alone  ?" 

"  Oh  dear  no  !  bless  your  heart !  no  ;  Max 
is  with  her." 

"What,  the  dog?  do  you  trust  her  with 
him  ?   Is  there  not  danger  in  it  ?" 

"No,  Sir!"  said  Auntie  Howe,  decidedly; 
"not  a  mite  of  danger  I  don't  you  believe  it! 
I  guess  them  as  has  her  in  charge  isn't  behold- 
en to  us  for  our  aid,  nohow.  I  used  to  feel 
just  as  you  do — feared  of  my  life  to  have  her 
out  of  my  sight  one  minute  ;  but  you  see  I  have 
learned  better  now ;  I  guess  I've  got  more 
faith ;  for  I  know,  just  as  sure  as  can  be,  that 
nothing  wouldn't  harm  her ;  nor  it  wouldn't  be 
allowed  to,  if  it  would  !  Now  there's  our  min- 
ister, Mr.  Tucker  (good  man  he  is,  too,  as  ever 
lived ! — we'd  oughter  be  better  a  great  deal 
than  what  we  are,  with  such  privileges  in  the 
way  of  preaching),  and  he  told  me,  himself,  he 
thought  there  was  a  special  Providence  took 
care  of  such  innocent,  helpless,  loving  things  as 
she,  and  kept  its  own  watch  over  them.  And 
finally,  I  declare  I  believe  he  is  about  in  the 
right.  Why,  now  I  want  to  tell  you,"  contin- 
ued Mrs.  Howe,  now  fairly  launched  on  her  fa- 
vorite topic.  "You  just  hear  this,  and  I  guess 
you'll  say  so  too :  Two  summers  ago — Baby 
Ella  hadn't  been  with  me  but  about  a  year 
then,  and  I  hadn't  got  quite  used  to  her  little 
ways — well,  I  had  her  out  here,  a-setting  on 
this  very  door-step,  as  it  might  be  where  you 
are  a-stan'ing  now,  a-playing  with  her  kitten, 
as  safe  as  could  be,  I  thought ;  and  I  just  left 
her  one  minute  to  go  into  the  house.  I  hadn't 
been  gone  long — well,  I  had  some  little  chores 
to  do  in  the  kitchen,  but  I  didn't  think  I'd 
been  gone  but  a  minute  or  two — but  when  I 
come  back  she  wasn't  here. 

"Well,  I  thought,  she  can't  be  far  off,  any 
way ;  and  I  called,  and  I  looked,  and  I  listened, 
to  hear  her  kind  of  humming  round,  as  she  does 
when  she's  alone.  And  when  I  couldn't  find 
her  nowheres,  I  tell  you  I  was  scared !  Well, 
I  rooted  round,  high  and  low,  and  find  her  I 
couldn't,  nowheres.  My  gracious  !  if  I  warn't 
all  in  a  breeze !  Well,  at  last  I  went  into  the 
barn — no,  I  couldn't  find  her,  nor  no  traces 
of  her.  So  then,  finally,  what  does  I  do  but 
go  up,  all  in  a  twitter,  to  the  top  of  the  barn, 
and  look  out  of  the  little  winder  there,  'cause 
yer  see  that  kind  of  overlooks  the  whole  lot  ; 
and  from  there,  goodness  sakes!  I  seen  her, 
sure  enough  !  You  know  that  narrow  lane  out 
there,  back  of  our  barn,  don't  you  ? — well,  no, 
I  don't  know  as  you  do,  nuther,  as  you're  a 
stranger  in  this  place,  and —  Well,  it  ain't 
much  of  a  lane,  after  all ;  it's  only  a  kind  of 
private  passage-way  up  from  our  wood  lot  and 
meadow  land  ;  nobody  don't  go  there,  only  our 
men-folks,  when  v/e  haul  in  our  wood  and  hay  ; 
and  so  it  ain't  nothing  of  a  lane,  really,  only 
two  deep  wheel-ruts,  where  the  wheels  has  cut 
when  the  ground  was  soft,  till  now  the  wheels 
are  a'most  up  to  the  hub  in  them  ruts. 

"  Well,  our  hired  man,  Mike  Dooley,  he 
was  a-bringing  in  hay  that  day  ;  and  when  he 


come  to  the  end  of  the  lane  (we  call  it  the 
lane)  he  just  turned  the  old  horse  in  an'  driv 
him  along,  'cause  he  knowed  there  wasn't  no 
turning  out,  them  ruts  was  so  deep  ;  and  he 
lagged  behind  for  something  or  other,  trusting 
to  our  old  Dobbin  to  go  on  by  hisself,  as  he 
often  did,  seeing  he  couldn't  go  out  of  his  way 
nohow,  if  he  wanted  to ;  not  that  I  mean  to 
say  he  would  have  tried,  for  he  is  a  real  stiddy, 
good  horse,  old  Dobbin  is.  And  what  do  you 
think?  When  I  looked  out,  there  sot  Babv 
Ella  right  in  the  very  track,  and  the  horse  com- 
ing right  along  with  his  heavy  load. 

"I  declare  if  I  warn't  fit  to  drop  when  I 
seen  it;  you  might  have  knocked  me  down 
with  a  feather.  And  there  was  I,  up  to  the 
very  tip-top  of  the  barn,  and  Mike  ever  so  far 
oft'  behind.  I  was  so  dumfounded  and  flab- 
bergasted I  couldn't  even  scream ;  and,  to  be 
sure,  it  wouldn't  have  done  a  mite  of  good  if 
I  had — poor  Ella  wouldn't  have  understood. 
And  there  that  child  sot,  unbeknowing  of  her 
danger,  holding  up  her  little  hand  towards  old 
Dobbin,  and  just  talking  on  in  her  pretty,  silly, 
baby  way—'  Pretty  Ella  I  Pretty  baby  !^  Good 
Dobbin!  Pretty — baby — love — good  Dobbin!' 
with  her  little  hand  almost  touching  his  old 
nose. 

"  Well,  now,  what  do  you  think  that  blessed 
old  creature  did  ?  that  cute  old  horse — bless 
him!  He's  jest  as  sensible  as  a  Christian,  and 
better  than  half  of  us  is.  Well,  I  declare  to 
you  I  seen  it,  my  own  eyes,  and  I've  told  on't 
over  and  over  agen,  and  I  know  it's  as  true 
as  the  Gospel ;  and  yet  it  seems  now  as  if  1 
couldn't  half  believe  it  myself.  Well,  he 
stopped  short,  and  he  looked  at  her,  and  then 
he  looked  all  round  to  see  who  was  coming  to 
help  her ;  and  then  he  put  his  head  down 
close  to  her,  and  she  stroked  his  old  face,  and 
laughed,  and  talked  on  ;  and  then,  as  sure 
as  you're  alive,  he  took  hold  of  her  clothes  in 
them  old  teeth  of  his,  and  lifted  her  right  up* 
out  of  the  track,  and  dropped  her  safe  on  the 
bank,  out  of  the  way  ;  and  then  he  went  on,  just 
as  if  nothing  hadn't  happened.  It  takes  time 
to  tell  it ;  but,  goodness  me  !  'twarn't  a  minute 
a-doing.  And  then  I  couldn't  stand  no  longer ; 
my  strength  all  give  right  out ;  and  down  I  went 
on  my  knees,  and  blessed  God  for  His  mercy. 
And  I  knew  then  that  them  that  took  charge 
of  that  poor  little  innocent  was  of  the  kind 
that  'don't  slumber  nor  sleep.' 

"Well,  I  got  down  to  her  as  quick  as  I 
could,  for  I  was  all  of  a  tremble,  just  as  weak 
as  a  rat,  and  crying  for  dear  life,  I  had  been  so 
mortal  flustrated.  And  jest  as  I  got  to  her,  our 
Mike  he  came  along ;  and  I  up  and  told  him — 
I  couldn't  help  it,  my  heart  was  so  full.  And 
our  Mike — why,  he  sot  as  much  by  Ella  as  I 
did,  nigh-about.  And  what  do  you  think  he 
said  ?  (Them  Irish  is  queer,  ain't  they  ?)  Says 
he  :  '  Faith,  Mrs.  Howe,  and  ye'll  be  prom- 
ising me  this  one  thing,  won't  ye  now  ?  Whin 
old  Dobbin  dies  (if  he  ever  do  die)  yc'll  mind 
and  have  him  buried  wid  a  good  set  of  shoes 
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on  him ;  for  if  iver  a  horse  wint  to  heaven,  old 
Dobbin  will  be  the  one  for  it.  And  wouldn't 
it  beat  the  world  for  meanness  and  we'd  be 
letting  him  go  there  barefut,  if  it  were  on'y  for 
this  one  day's  work,  letting  alone  all  the  rest 
he  has  iver  done  in  his  life ;  and  that's  not 
small,  good  luck  to  'um!'  Well,  I  don't  know 
about  the  shoes ;  but  many  a  good  feed  extra 
old  Dobbin  has  got  for  that  job,  I  know." 

Just  at  this  moment  little  Ella  and  her  dog 
came  slowly  wandering  up  ;  one  little  hand  of 
the  child  laid  upon  the  neck  of  old  Max,  the 
other  full  of  wild  flowers.  She  stopped  a  few 
yards  from  where  Mr.  Middleton  stood,  and  re- 
garded him  earnestly,  still  retaining  her  hold 
of  her  canine  friend.  Robert  smiled  and  held 
out  his  hand  to  her,  but  she  still  stood  apart 
from  him,  with  her  singularly  beautiful  eyes 
fixed  full  upon  him,  in  a  prolonged  gaze. 

"Is  she  afraid  of  strangers?"  asked  the 
young  man. 

"She,  afraid?  No!  not  a  bit,"  said  her 
kind  old  protectress.  "Lor,  no  !  not  she  ;  she 
isn't  afraid  of  any  body  or  any  thing.  Poor 
dear !  I  guess  she  don't  know  enough  to  be 
afraid  of  any  thing." 

Resolved  not  to  annoy  the  little  one  by  any 
sudden  or  too  demonstrative  an  approach,  Rob- 
ert loitered  a  few  moments  in  unnecessary  re- 
marks to  Mrs.  Howe,  but  quietly  and  furtively 
regarding  little  Ella.  Surely  there  is  some- 
thing in  the  partially-understood  and  much- 
abused  theory  of  affinities.  Gradually  the 
child's  hand  was  withdrawn  from  the  neck  of 
the  dog;  gradually,  by  coy,  slow^  approaches, 
she  drew  nearer  and  nearer  to  Robert ;  till  at 
last,  shy,  blushing,  and  beautiful,  she  crept  close 
to  his  side,  put  her  tiny  hand  confidingly  into 
his,  and  laid  her  little  bright  head  against 
him. 

Softly  and  silently  Robert's  caressing  hand 
played  for  a  moment  with  the  sun-bright  rings 
of  her  chestnut  hair ;  and  then,  suddenly  stoop- 
ing, he  pressed  a  warm,  brotherly  kiss  upon 
that  pure,  upturned  brow.  And  at  that  mo- 
ment, though  no  word  was  uttered,  no  promise 
given,  a  tacit  compact  of  love  and  trust  was 
formed  between  these  two  young  beings — each 
so  desolate  ;  each  of  whom  had  been  struck  out 
of  their  natural  sphere  by  a  sudden  calamity ; 
and  who  stood,  each  isolated  and  lonely,  in  a 
changed  world,  surrounded  by  strangers.  As 
they  stood  thus  a  moment,  silently,  hand  in 
hand,  old  Max,  evidently  thinking  that  Mrs. 
Howe's  presence  relieved  him  of  his  responsi- 
bility, relaxed  his  vigilance  ;  and  renouncing 
his  belligerent  intentions,  walked  round  them, 
sniffing  at  Mr.  Middleton's  feet  with  a  canine 
friendliness  of  manner  which  Robert,  who  en- 
tertained a  city-bred  dislike  to  dogs  in  general, 
could  quite  as  well  have  dispensed  with. 

As  Mr.  Middleton  walked  on  toward  his 
school-house,  after  leaving  the  little  object  of 
his  new  interest,  his  thoughts  still  recurred  to 
her;  those  sweet,  sad  eyes,  with  the  patient 
look  of  wistful  tenderness  in  their  clear,  soft  | 
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depths,  haunted  him.  As  in  the  legends  of 
olden  times  the  sleeping  princess,  in  the  en- 
chanted castle,  heard  from  afar  the  trumpet- 
tones  of  her  coming  champion,  and  stirred  and 
smiled  through  all  her  leaden  slumbers,  so  it 
seemed  as  if  the  sleeping  beauty  of  the  child's 
spirit  instinctively  recognized  a  deliverer,  and 
reached  toward  him  with  a  vague  yearning, 
blind  and  dumb  indeed  to  outward  seeming, 
yet  audible  and  eloquent  to  him. 

After  school  in  the  afternoon  Robert,  who 
Avas  already  established  at  the  Deacon's,  had 
seated  himself  on  the  porch,  when  little  Ella 
came  to  him,  and  throwing  her  arm  across  his 
knee,  as  she  was  accustomed  to  do  across  her 
dog's  neck,  looked  up  into  his  face  with  a  quiet 
smile  ;  and  remembering  her  singular  musical 
powers,  which  he  had  heard  in  the  little  wood, 
Robert,  without  a  word,  lifted  her  upon  his  lap 
and  began  to  sing  to  her. 

Wonderful  is  the  power  of  music !  In  all 
aberrations  of  mind,  from  the  olden  times,  when 
the  harp  of  David  could  soothe  the  gloomy 
miijd  of  Saul,  and  charm  away  the  fitful  de- 
spondency of  a  king,  down  to  modern  days, 
when  medical  science  has  ennobled  music  by 
making  it  a  soothing  and  remedial  agent  in 
our  establishments  for  the  insane,  harmony 
has  been  the  first  to  wind  its  way  to  the  be- 
clouded intellect  and  the  crushed  heart,  and 
has  been  the  blessed  pioneer  of  returning  light 
and  reason. 

As  Robert  hummed  a  little,  light,  French 
air,  Ella  listened  for  a  while  unconcernedly ; 
then  the  restless,  wandering  eyes  grew  more 
steady,  and  the  slightly  inclined  head,  and  the 
nervously  working  fingers,  unconsciously  clutch- 
ing and  twining  in  empty  air,  told  of  its  im- 
pression upon  her.  Gradually  and  carefully 
noting  the  effect  of  his  experiment,  Robert 
changed  to  a  low,  plaintive  rheasure  ;  the  twist- 
ing fingers  stopped  their  motion,  the  fair  round 
cheek  flushed  and  paled,  the  breath  grew 
deeper,  and  the  Koft  eyes  moistened ;  and  at 
last  she  flung  herself  upon  his  shoulder,  con- 
vulsively sobbing. 

Robert  was  satisfied.  "She  has  feeling,  taste, 
and  sensibility,"  he  said,  mentally.  "The  Doc- 
tor was  right.  The  casket  is  locked,  and  the 
key  may  be  lost,  but  I  am  sure  the  sacred  con- 
tents arc  still  safe  within." 

Long  after  Auntie  Howe  had  carried  the  lit- 
tle one  oft'  to  bed,  Mr.  Middleton  sat  in  the 
porch,  deep  in  thought,  silently  recalling  all 
he  had  ever  heard  or  read  of  mental  pathology. 

"  Has  any  attempt  ever  been  made  to  teach 
her?"  he  said  at  last,  abruptly,  turning  to  his 
hostess,  who  sat  in  the  doorway  behind  liiiu 
knitting  by  moonlight. 

"  Teach  ?  who  ?  Raby  Ella  ?"  asked  the  good 
woman,  surprised  at  the  question.  "Laws  I 
no  ;  I  guess  she  couldn't  learn  nothing.  ])o 
you  s'pose  she  could  ?" 

"It  might  be  tried,"  said  Robert.  "  Has  she 
ever  been  sent  to  school  ?" 

"To  school?     Gracious,  no!"  said  Mrs. 
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Howe.  "  I  s'pose  the  other  children  would 
kind  o'  pick  at  her,  and  tease  her,  Avouldn't 
they?  If  I  had  any  older  child  to  send  with 
her,  to  take  care  of  her,  I  might ;  but  I  wouldn't 
have  her  teased  and  put  upon,  not  for  nothing 
in  the  world." 

"No,  indeed  ;  of  course  not,"  said  Robert; 
"  but  I  think  she  might  learn  something  from 
just  being  with  other  children  of  her  own  age. 
Now  she  has  no  companion  but  her  dog ;  this 
must  be  bad  for  her.  Would  you  like  to  trust 
her  with  me  ?" 

"What:  at  school,  Mr.  Middleton?" 

"Yes;  we  can  but  try  it.  If  you  are  will- 
ing, I  will  take  her  with  me ;  that  is,  if  you 
think  she  will  go." 

"  Oh  laws  !  yes,  she'll  go,  no  doubt  on't ; 
but  won't  she  trouble  you  ? — a  gentleman  so, 
to  be  bothered  with  the  care  of  such  a  baby. 
It  don't  seem  right,  somehow." 

"Oh,  it  will  be  quite  an  amusement  to  me. 
I  should  like  to  try  it;  and  if  you  are  willing, 
I'll  take  her  with  me  to-morrow.'' 

"Oh,  I'm  willing  enough,"  said  Mrs.  Howe, 
upon  whom  Doctor  Mayne's  recommendation 
and  Robert's  own  gentle  manners  had  made 
great  impression.  "But  I'll  tell  you  what,  Mr. 
Middleton,  you  had  best  take  old  IMax  along 
with  you ;  and  then,  if  you're  tired  of  her,  or 
she  troubles  you  any,  you  just  put  her  hand  on 
his  collar,  and  you  say  'Home!'  to  him,  and- 
he'll  bring  her  home  as  safe  as  a  watchman." 

The  next  day  Mr.  Middleton  and  Baby  Ella, 
hand  in  hand,  and  followed  by  Max,  walked 
quietly  to  school.  Fearing  the  numbers  and 
noise  of  his  pupils  might  alarm  or  agitate  the 
little,  hitherto  companionless  child,  Robert  took 
her  first  into  his  own  desk  ;  where,  seated,  with 
her  upon  his  knee,  he  waited  for  her  to  become 
accustomed  to  the  sights  and  sounds  around 
her ;  but  he  soon  found  this  precaution  was 
entirely  needless  ;  for  her  sunny  eyes  roved 
over  the  many  ncAV  and  strange  faces,  all  re- 
garding her  with  curiosity,  without  betraying 
the  slightest  emotion  of  any  kind. 

When  this  fiict  became  apparent  to  liim, 
Robert,  being  about  to  call  up  a  class  to  recite, 
led  Baby  Ella  to  a  seat  occupied  by  little  girls, 
placing  her  among  them,  where  she  would  be 
full  in  his  own  view ;  but  he  had  scarcely  re- 
gained his  desk  ere  the  child,  quietly  rising, 
crossed  the  room  silently  and  stood  by  his  side 
again.  This  experiment  was  repeated  two  or 
three  times,  wdth  a  like  result ;  and  at  last  he 
suffered  her  to  remain.  She  stood  silent,  con- 
tent and  quiet,  her  little  arm  across  his  lap. 
Only  once,  when  her  eye  fell  upon  Max,  who 
lay  in  the  sunshine  in  the  open  door,  with  his 
eyes  fixed  upon  her,  and  his  patient  nose  black 
with  flies,  she  startled  the  whole  school  by 
exclaiming  aloud,  in  her  sweet  tones,  "  Good 
Max  !  Good  dog !  Pretty  puppy  ! "  At  which 
all  the  scholars  tittered  ;  and  the  faithful  dog, 
half  rising  on  his  fore-paws,  responded  to  the 
call  by  thumping  on  the  floor  with  his  huge  tail 
until  the  dust  rose  ;  but  finding  no  farther  de- 


mand for  his  services,  he  quietly  subsided  to 
his  rest,  his  flies,  and  his  sunshine  again. 

Two  or  three  times  in  the  course  of  the  day 
that  strange  heaviness  crept  over  her,  and  Rob- 
ert learned  to  knoAv  the  premonitory  signs — 
the  worn,  weary  look,  the  changing  color,  the 
deepened  breathing.  And  as  the  soft  eyelids 
fell  he  would  lift  her  to  a  seat  beside  him, 
where,  with  her  head  on  his  lap,  she  would 
sleep  for  five  or  six  minutes,  and  awake  re- 
freshed and  smiling. 

At  recess  he  took  her  out  into  the  open  air; 
and  when  they  had  shared  the  lunch  of  fruit 
and  cake  which  Auntie  Howe's  care  had  pro- 
vided, he  sung  or  talked  to  her,  or  calling  some 
of  the  other  children  round  him,  he  tried  to  fix 
her  wandering  eyes  and  awaken  the  slumber- 
ing mind. 

And  this,  which  was  the  experience  of  one 
day,  was  the  experience  of  many.  During  the 
whole  of  that  long  summer  they  might  be  met, 
hand  in  hand — the  young  man  and  the  little, 
helpless,  beautiful  child — in  their  quiet  walks  to 
and  from  school.  Little  Ella  had  found  a  new 
friend,  and  Robert  had  found  a  new  object  of 
interest,  and  they  Averc  thus  mutually  benefited. 

Ella's  progress,  however,  if  indeed  she  made 
any,  was  infinitesimally  small.  Sometimes  Rob- 
ert would  flatter  himself  that  there  was  an  ad- 
vance, that  the  wandering  eyes  were  becoming 
more  fixed  and  steady,  the  slow  and  imperfect 
utterance  more  plain ;  and  then  the  next  hour 
he  would  feel  it  was  his  hope,  not  his  judg- 
ment, which  had  told  him  so ;  and  thus  sum- 
mer faded  into  autumn,  and  autumn  had  passed 
into  winter. 

It  had  been  settled  between  Mr.  ]\Iiddleton 
and  Mrs.  Howe,  early  in  the  season,  that  Ella 
should  not  attend  school  through  the  winter. 
They  had  agreed  that  her  slight  progress  in 
learning  would  not  warrant  the  risk  of  expos- 
ing so  delicate  a  child  to  the  rigors  of  one  of  our 
New  England  winters ;  but  still,  from  day  to  day, 
her  removal  from  school  had  been  postponed ; 
for  Ella  had  learned  to  depend  upon  it ;  and 
her  "brother,"  as  Robert  had  taught  her  to 
call  him,  felt  that  much  as  he  should  miss  her, 
she  would  miss  him  still  more ;  and  he  shrunk 
from  inflicting  a  disappointment  on  the  little, 
gentle,  loving  being,  whose  enjoyments  were  so 
limited.  But  when  December  actually  came  in 
with  a  chilling  storm  of  sleet  and  snow,  Auntie 
Howe  decided  that  Ella  must  go  no  longer. 

But  some  strange  mental  arithmetic,  which 
even  idiots  have  been  known  to  possess,  had 
always  given  Ella  a  perception  of  the  school 
hours,  and  all  in  vain  good  Mrs.  Howe  tried 
to  put  her  ofl",  or  mislead  her  as  to  the  time  of 
day — her  little  hand  was  promptly  in  Robert's 
at  the  usual  moment,  drawing  him  toward  the 
door.  In  vain  he  attempted  to  leave  her ;  coax- 
ing and  promises  availed  him  nothing.  "No, 
no  !  Baby  Ella  go  !  Good  baby  ;  go  with 
brother."  These  simple  words,  repeated  again 
and  again,  in  the  varying  tones  of  entreaty  and 
decision,  were  her  only  answer. 
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"  Could  you  not  v/rap  her  up  warmly  and 
let  me  carry  her  in  my  arms  ?"  suggested  poor 
Robert,  fairly  weary  of  the  conflict  to  which 
there  seemed  no  chance  of  any  conclusion. 

"Oh  no;  it  is  not  safe,  Mr.  Middleton," 
said  Mrs.  Howe ;  "  only  see  how  it  storms ! 
Doctor  Mayne  told  me  last  week  it  was  very 
imprudent,  and  I  know  it  is  ;  and  besides,  there 
must  be  a  first  time,  if  she  is  not  going  all  the 
winter,  and  it  may  as  well  be  to-day  as  any 
other.  You're  late  now  ;  you  jest  go,  and  leave 
her  to  me,  and  I'll  do  the  best  I  can  with  her." 
And  taking  the  child  in  her  arms,  she  carried 
her  into  another  room,  while  Mr.  Middleton, 
hastily  equipping  himself,  left  the  house. 

There  were  two  roads  to  the  school-house — 
one  by  the  highway,  usually  taken  by  Robert 
and  Ella ;  the  other,  and  nearer  way,  led  through 
fields  at  the  back  of  the  house,  and  across  the 
mill-stream  ;  and  sometimes,  in  very  hot  weath- 
er, when  the  road  was  dusty,  they  had  taken 
the  shorter  path,  which  wound  under  trees  and 
by  the  mill-stream. 

Delayed  by  his  useless  debate  with  little  Ella, 
Robert  chose  the  nearer  way ;  and,  as  blinded 
by  the  snow  and  cutting  sleet  he  hurried  on 
over  the  now  untrodden  and  slippery  path,  he 
acknowledged  the  truth  of  Mrs.  Howe's  re- 
mark, that  it  would  have  been  very  unsafe  for 
Ella;  though  he  felt  a  pang  at  the  thought  of 
the  child's  disappointment,  and  thought  how 
much  he  too  should  miss  her  silent  companion- 
ship. 

lie  had  been  in  the  school  less  than  an  hour, 
and  was  thinking  what  a  sad  void  the  little 
one's  absence  had  made  to  him,  when  the  door 
was  burst  liastily  open,  and  a  late  scholar  rush- 
ed in,  and  exclaiming,  "Baby  Ella!  Oh,  the 
mill-stream;  I  saw  her — quick!"  sunk  breath- 
less upon  the  floor. 

Robert  waited  to  hear  no  more ;  one  bound 
and  he  was  gone.  He  needed  no  words  to  tell 
him  the  story.  He  saw  it  all  with  quick,  in- 
tuitive perception.  The  child  had  managed  to 
elude  Mrs.  Howe's  vigilance,  and  had  set  out 
to  come  to  him.  A  blind  instinct  had  led  her 
to  follow  his  half-effaced  footsteps.  Alone, 
unused  to  the  way,  and  blinded  by  the  driving 
storm,  her  little  feet  had  slipped  on  the  narrow, 
icy  bridge,  and — Robert  dared  think  no  farther. 
Plunging,  slipping,  staggering  on  in  headlong 
haste,  half  blinded  by  the  icy  sleet,  half  be- 
wildered with  terror,  he  reached  the  deep  mill- 
stream,  swollen,  black,  and  turbid  with  cakes 
of  broken  ice.  He  was  just  in  time  to  see  the 
dark,  ravenous  waters  closing  over  the  little, 
briglit  head  so  dear  to  him — to  see  the  little, 
helpless  hands  beating  vainly  upon  the  sur- 
face. Without  one  thought  of  his  own  breath- 
less condition  he  plunged  into  the  seething 
waters,  and  succeeded  in  grasping  the  child's 
clothing. 

Fortunately  the  stream,  though  deep,  was 
narrow.  He  neared  the  bank,  but,  encum- 
bered by  the  weight  of  the  child  and  his  own 
saturated  garments,  he  would  not  have  been 
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able  to  regain  the  steep,  icy  bank  alone,  and 
must  himself  have  perished,  liad  not  the  widely 
spread  alarm  brought  him  timely  assistance. 
Strong,  willing  hands  drew  him  up,  and  offer- 
ed to  relieve  him  of  his  precious  burden  ;  but, 
declining  all  farther  aid,  Robert,  clasping  the 
little  lifeless  form  closer  to  his  bosom,  and 
trembling  with  terror  lest  he  were  too  late, 
hurried  on,  breathless  and  blind,  and  deaf  to 
all  entreaty,  until  he  reached  the  house,  and 
laid  down  his  ghastly  little  burden  on  the  wide 
hearth -stone  in  Auntie  Howe's  kitchen,  and 
knelt  to  chafe  the  rigid  limbs.  In. a  moment 
Mrs.  Howe  herself  was  at  his  side,  using  all 
the  restorative  means  which  her  skill  and  ex- 
perience could  suggest. 

"  Oh,  it  is  of  no  manner  of  use,  Mr.  Middle- 
ton,"  said  the  Deacon,  sadly,  as  he  lifted  up 
one  of  the  little,  nerveless  hands,  and  held  a 
glass  to  the  cold,  blue  lips.  "It  is  no  use; 
the  breath  has  returned  to  Hira  who  gave  it, 
and  you  can  do  no  more.  Come  with  me, 
Mr.  Middleton,  and  change  your  own  clothes. 
You  are  bound  to  take  some  care  of  your  own 
life,  and  you  can  do  no  more  here.  It  is  of 
no  use  ;  it's  no  use." 

"There  is  use,  I  tell  you,"  thundered  Rob- 
ert, almost  fiercely,  pushing  the  good  man  out 
of  the  way.  "See  here.  Doctor  Mayne,"  he 
said,  as  that  gentleman,  hastily  summoned, 
now  entered  the  room — "see  here,  Doctor 
Mayne  ;  put  your  hand  here." 

Another  half  hour  of  skillful  care  and  fearful 
suspense,  and  then  a  slight  convulsive  twitching 
round  the  pale  lips  ;  a  few  moments  more,  and 
a  faint  sob  struggled  up  from  the  little  marble 
bosom. 

"Thank  God,  she  will  hve!"  said  the  Doc- 
tor, cheerfully,  turning  to  Robert.  "  The  dan- 
ger is  over,  and  you  have  saved  her.  Now  go, 
my  dear  fellow,  and  change  your  wet  clothes. 
Nay,  if  you  do  not,"  he  continued,  seeing  that 
Robert  still  hesitated,  "I  shall  leave  my  little 
patient  here  and  devote  myself  to  you,  in  which 
case  I  shall  charge  double  fees." 

Reassured  by  the  Doctor's  playful  manner, 
Robert  rose  to  obey  him ;  but  dizzy,  stiff",  and 
faint,  he  had  to  accept  the  support  of  the 
friendly  Deacon,  who  put  him  into  bed  and 
administered  a  very  hot  draught  of  his  own 
preparing,  the  component  parts  of  w-hich,  and 
their  exact  quantities,  as  he  was  the  respected 
deacon  of  a  very  respectable  church,  it  is  as 
well  not  to  give  at  full  length.  Suffice  it  to 
say,  it  had  all  the  virtues  the  Deacon  claimed 
for  it ;  a  profuse  perspiration  took  the  ciiill  and 
stiffness  from  Robert's  trembling  limbs,  and  a 
heavy  slumber  weighed  down  his  eyelids  in 
complete  and  refreshing  oblivion. 

When  Mr.  Middleton  again  opened  his  eyes 
it  was  nearly  night,  and  he  was  startled  at  find- 
ing Doctor  Mayne  standing  at  his  bedside. 

"Ella!  is  she  worse?"  he  asked,  half  afraid 
to  hear  the  answer. 

"No,  no;  she's  first  rate,  Mr.  Middleton," 
said  the  Doctor.    "  I  only  hope  you  may  come 
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off  as  well.  Can  you  rise  and  dress  now  ?  I 
want  you  to  come  in  and  see  her." 

"What  is  it,  Doctor?"  said  Robert,  hastily 
springing  up  and  arranging  his  dress.  "Is 
there  any  change — for  the  worse  ?" 

"None  at  all  for  the  worse,  but  I  think  a 
decided  change  for  the  better.  It  is  for  that  I 
want  you.  You  have  studied  her  so  closely 
you  would  be  sure  to  see  ;  in  fact,  my  dear 
fellow,  I  fancy  this  cold  plunge  may  have 
brought  about  the  crisis  that  Doctor  Otis  has 
always  insisted  upon  ;  but  you  can  judge  bet- 
ter than  I  can.  Come  in  and  see  her,  and 
give  me  your  opinion." 

Robert  was  at  Ella's  side  before  his  friend 
had  ceased  speaking.  One  look  was  convin- 
cing. The  clear,  calm  light  of  recovered  rea- 
son shone  at  last  in  those  beautiful  eyes.  He 
had  thought  them  beautiful  before,  but  now,  as 
he  saw  them  smiling  with  intelligence,  he  felt 
they  had  been  but  dumb  witnesses  hitherto. 
Silently  kissing  her,  for  he  would  not  trust 
himself  to  speak,  he  took  the  Doctor's  arm 
and  left  the  room. 

"Am  I  right?"  said  Doctor  Mayne,  earnestly; 
"and  do  you  see  it  too?"  But  Robert  had  no 
words  to  answer  him  ;  the  sudden  revulsion  of 
feeling  was  almost  overwhelming.  As  he  had 
battled  with  the  angry  Avaters  for  their  prey,  or 
struggled  on  with  her  unconscious  little  form 
clasped  to  his  heart,  life,  her  life,  such  only 
as  he  had  known  her,  was  all  he  had  asked,  or 
even  hoped  for;  and  this  blessed  change,  be- 
yond all  hope,  so  overcame  him  that,  already 
weakened  by  the  sudden  shock  and  the  suc- 
ceeding anxiety,  the  strong  man  broke  down 
and  wept  like  a  nervous  girl ;  but  they  were 
happy,  blessed  tears  of  joy  and  thankfulness, 
and  they  brought  speedy  relief. 

"And  now  listen,"  said  the  sympathizing 
Doctor,  when  Robert  had  controlled  himself; 
"I  have  a  few  directions  to  give  you.  Re- 
member this  :  do  not  let  her  see  by  any  change 
of  manner  in  you  that  there  is  any  change  in 
her ;  be  sure  you  do  not  overtask  the  re- 
awakened intellect,  or  try  the  renewed  sensi- 
bilities. Above  all,  beware  of  any  excitement, 
it  might  be  fatal  to  all  our  hopes.  Remember 
she  is  still  a  baby  in  progress  and  intellect,  and 
let  her  mind  have  time  enough,  and  expand 
slowly,  day  by  day,  as  the  mind  of  an  infant 
naturally  does.  Ella  will  learn  fast  enough 
when  the  time  comes,  no  fear  about  that ;  but 
for  this  winter  let  her  mind  have  rest  and 
peace." 

This  advice,  which  he  earnestly  reiterated  to 
Mrs.  Howe,  was  faithfully  followed.  The  cold 
and  weakness  consequent  upon  her  fearful  ac- 
cident, by  confining  the  little  girl  to  her  bed  for 
a  day  or  two,  broke  up  the  habit  of  going  to 
school  with  Robert,  and  it  was  not  resumed  un- 
til the  spring  opened. 

During  the  winter,  whenever  Mr.  Middleton 
was  in  the  house,  Ella  was  ever  at  his  side  or  on 
his  knee  ;  while  he,  ever  singing,  talking,  laugh- 
ing, or  playing  with  her,  amused  both  himself 


and  his  little  companion.  And  when  he  was 
at  school,  still  old  Max  Avas,  as  before,  her  con- 
stant and  devoted  attendant ;  but  it  was  touch' 
ingly  beautiful  to  see  how  the  two  had  gradu- 
ally and  unconsciously  changed  their  relative 
positions  :  how  quietly  and  unquestioning  the 
mere  brute  instinct  (limited  in  its  powers  and 
its  perfection  from  the  day  of  its  creation)  yield- 
ed to  the  supremacy  of  the  human  intellect ; 
how  meekly  and  naturally  he  who  had  been 
the  protector  svmk  into  the  dependent;  how 
docilely  he  followed  the  steps  he  had  formerly 
guided — watching  her  glances  with  earnest,  pa- 
tient, loving  eyes,  and  obeying  the  slightest 
motion  of  the  little  hand  once  laid  in  loving 
helplessness  upon  his  neck. 

When  the  spring  came,  and  Ella  could  again 
accompany  her  "brother"  to  school,  the  happi- 
ness of  both  seemed  perfect.  Mindful  of  the 
Doctor's  caution,  Robert  would  not  allow  her  to 
study — it  was  enough  for  him  to  see  her  in  her 
old  i)lace  at  his  side  once  more.  But,  gifted 
with  quick  perceptions  and  a  retentive  memory, 
Ella  learned  rapidly  by  hearing  others  recite. 
Her  true  instruction,  however,  was  not  from 
books,  but  gathered  in  the  open  air,  Avhere,  wan- 
dering hand  in  hand  with  Robert,  or  seated  by 
his  side,  her  clasped  hands  resting  upon  his 
knee,  and  her  sweet,  intelligent  eyes  raised  won- 
deringly  to  his  face,  she  listened  ;  while  he,  from 
leaf  or  flower,  from  bird  or  insect,  drew  forth 
varied  instruction  for  her,  often  smiling  to  find 
how  his  sweet,  self-imposed  task  called  up  from 
the  oblivion  of  years  the  forgotten  lore  of  his 
own  childhood. 

There  was,  deep  in  Robert's  nature,  and  un- 
suspected even  by  himself,  a  vein  of  romantic 
tenderness  almost  superstitious  ;  inherited,  not 
indeed  from  his  father,  but  from  the  young  mo- 
ther he  had  never  known  ;  and  this  feeling  grew 
around  and  consecrated  to  him  the  child  he  so 
loved.  There  seemed  to  him  something  holy 
and  sacred,  something  apart  from  common  life, 
in  the  young  life  thus  twice  rescued  from  the 
very  arms  of  death ;  something,  it  might  be, 
of  the  feeling  Avhich  has  found  embodiment  in 
the  words ; 

"Know  that  the  lightning  sanctifies  below 
Whate'er  it  strikes ;  your  head  is  doubly  sacred 
now." 

And  in  all  that  related  to  little  Ella  no  mother's 
instinct  could  have  been  quicker,  no  womanly 
delicacy  a  finer  guide,  than  Avas  the  deep  dcA'o- 
tion  of  the  love,  half  romantic,  half  religious, 
Avith  Avhich  he  regarded  her. 

Robert  had  received  from  nature  a  fine  voice 
and  a  correct  musical  taste,  Avhich,  during  his 
father's  life,  had  received  full  and  artistic  cul- 
tiA'ation,  and  he  was  thus  fully  competent  to 
train  the  rare  musical  powers  Avhich  Ella  had 
so  early  developed  ;  but  here,  too,  his  taste  and 
feeling  Avere  singularly  fastidious — no  puerile 
sentimentalities,  no  fashionable  frivolities,  hoAV- 
ever  blameless  in  themselves,  seemed  to  him 
Avorthy  of  that  seraphic  A'oice ;  no  "Meet  me 
by  moonlight  alone,"  no  "Dark-eyed  one! 
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dark-eyed  one!"  must  come  from  those  pure 
lips ;  he  would  have  felt  it  a  desecration. 

Tiie  inspired  language  of  the  royal  Hebrew 
he  taught  her ;  the  plaintive  music  of  the  simple 
church  melodies,  anthem  or  chant,  or  glorious 
old  psalm,  she  sang  Avith  him.  The  "Gloria 
in  excelsis,"  or  the  "Jubilate,"  were  varied 
Avith  the  simple  music  of  the  "Evening  hymn." 

Often  they  sang  together  at  evening  in  the 
open  air,  on  the  hills,  or  in  the  grand  old  woods  ; 
their  pure,  flexible  young  voices  blending  to- 
gether in  perfect  harmony ;  and  often  beneath 
the  quiet  stars  some  casual  passer-by  would 
catch  the  sounds  and  pause,  and  turn,  and 
listening  stand,  thrilled  with  an  unwonted  re- 
ligious awe,  as  from  the  deep  heart  of  the  dim 
woods  floated  up  the  solemn,  fervent  words, 
"O  Thou  who  takest  away  the  sins  of  the 
world,  have  mercy,  have  mercy  upon  us !  O 
Thou  who  takest  away  the  sins  of  the  world, 
receive  our  prayer!"  or  caught  the  soft  south- 
ern music  of  the  "Ora  Mater"  or  the  "Ave 
Maria." 

One  bright  and  beautiful  October  evening, 
when  the  shortening  days  and  soft,  misty  light 
began  to  tell  of  the  approach  of  winter,  though 
the  glowing  air  was  still  soft  and  mild,  they  had 
wandered  thus  together,  hand  in  hand,  over 
the  now  brown  hills,  from  which  the  summer's 
freshness  had  already  flown ;  and,  returning, 
they  had  stopped  to  rest  in  one  of  their  favor- 
ite haunts  in  the  deep  wood,  where,  seated  side 
by  side  upon  a  fallen  tree,  they  watched  the 
gorgeous  sunset,  and  saw  the  soft,  purple  light 
fade  from  the  distant  hills.  And  their  con- 
versation (usually  somewhat  desultory  in  its 
nature)  had  been  as  changeful  as  the  many- 
hued  autumn  leaves  around  them ;  for  on  this 
occasion  Ella  had  led,  not  followed,  as  was 
their  usual  habit.  And  her  sweet,  versatile 
fanc}',  having  thus  free  play,  had  roved  at  will 
from  one  subject  to  anotlier,  like  the  gem- 
winged  humming-bird  which  flits  from  flower 
to  flower,  extracting  the  one  sweet  honey-drop 
from  the  cup  of  each ;  while  Robert  replied 
kindly,  but  more  abstractedly  than  was  usual, 
to  her  gay  remarks. 

"  Come,  Ella,"  he  said  at  last,  as  she  paused 
a  moment,  "we  must  have  one  song  to-night." 
And  he  commenced  the  sublime  anthem,  "I 
know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth."  Instantly 
Ella's  voice  was  joined  with  his,  and  higher 
and  higlier,  from  those  sweet,  blended  voices, 
rose  the  exultant  song ;  while  the  soft  odorous 
leaves  stirred  above  their  heads  in  the  soft  even- 
ing air  as  if  with  the  rustling  of  angel  wings, 
hovering  there  to  bear  up  to  heaven's  gate  that 
melody  of  fervent  song. 

As  the  last  notes  trembled  on  the  air  Robert 
rose  hastily.  "  Come,  Ella,"  he  said,  "we  are 
sitting  here  too  long  ;  it  is  growing  chill,  very 
chill;"  and  he  shivered  as  he  spoke.  "I  was 
wrong,  my  child,  to  let  you  stay  out  so  late." 

"I  am  not  cold,  brother,"  said  Ella,  rising 
as  she  spoke  in  ready  obedience  to  his  wishes. 
"  I  am  not  cold  at  all ;  and  I  should  not  think 
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you  were  either,"  she  added,  laughingly,  as  she 
slipped  her  little  hand  into  his,  "  for  your  hand 
is  warmer  than  mine  is  now." 

"But  I  am  cold,  darling,"  he  answered,  and 
again  he  shivered  from  head  to  foot.  "It  is 
getting  too  late  and  damp  for  our  evening 
walks  any  longer ;  but  never  mind,  I  dare  say 
Auntie  Howe  will  have  a  bright  fire  and  a  hot 
cup  of  tea." 

As  they  resumed  their  walk  Ella  recom- 
menced her  conversation  ;  but  as  Robert  seem- 
ed lost  in  thought,  answering  her  questions 
briefly,  her  mood  (which  was  as  responsive  as 
an  ^olian  harp  to  every  change  in  his)  grew 
thoughtful  too,  and  they  walked  back  to  the 
house  in  almost  unbroken  silence. 

Mrs.  Howe  met  them  at  the  door.  She  had, 
indeed,  as  Robert  had  predicted,  prepared  her- 
self for  their  refreshment;  and  she  had  also 
prepared  herself  with  a  fitting  reproof  for  their 
imprudence. 

"  It  is  too  late,  Mr.  Middleton,"  she  said,  as, 
seizing  Ella's  hand,  she  drew  the  laughing  girl 
within  the  fire-lighted  circle  of  the  Avarm  hearth, 
and  felt  of  her  hair  and  dress  with  motherly  ten- 
derness. "I  say  it's  too  late  in  the  season  to 
be  out  so  of  evenings.  'Tain't  now  as  'twas 
two  months  ago — then  I  did  not  say  one  word; 
but  now  evenings  is  getting  cold  and  damp, 
and  unwholesome,  and  I  do  think  it's  noways 
prudent  in  you  to  keep  this  child  out  in  the 
dew.  See  here,  now !  her  dress  is  all  slinky 
and  wet,  and  so  is  her  curls — ^jest  as  damp  as 
damp  can  be ;  and  I  don't  think  it's  noways 
prudent.  Stan'  by  the  fire,  Ella  child — do, 
and  warm  yourself." 

"But  I  am  not  cold  a  bit,  auntie,"  said 
the  laughing  little  girl,  laying  her  firm,  round 
cheek,  rosy  and  glowing  with  health  and  ex- 
ercise, fondly  against  the  soft,  withered  face 
of  her  motherly  old  friend.  "  See  !  I  am  not 
cold  at  all ;  but  I  think  brother  is,  and  I  did 
hear  him  say  something  about  a  cup  of  liot  tea." 

"Well  thought  of,  I  declare,  Ella!  sure 
enough!  if  that  don't  beat  all  I  I  never!"  said 
Auntie  Howe.  "And  here  I  am  a-standing 
and  talking  Avhen  I'd  oughter  been  a-getting 
of  it — now,  did  you  ever!  Well,  there,  set 
right  up,  Ella  child  ;  set  right  up,  Mr.  Middle- 
ton  ;  tea  is  all  ready  an'  a-waiting,  and  it's  jest 
the  very  best  thing  for  you  both — of  course  it 
is."  And  in  two  moments  more  Mrs.  Howe 
was  in  her  element,  busily  dispensing  the  com- 
forts of  her  well-filled  table.  "  Why,  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton, for  the  goodness  sake  I"  she  broke  out, 
as  she  passed  Ella  a  second  cup  of  tea ;  "ain't 
you  a-going  to  eat  nothing  at  all  ?  Why,  you 
hain't  eat  a  mouthful ;  and  I  fried  these  turn- 
overs a-purpose  for  you,  'cause  you  said  t'other 
night  they  was  good.  Well,  I  declare  !  that's 
too  bad,  now;  and  can't  you  eat  none  of  the 
toast  nuther?  Why,  I 'declare!  I'm  real  sor- 
ry. What  will  you  have  ?— do,  for  tlic  gracious 
sake,  let  me  get  you  something  or  ruther— don't, 
pray,  go  fasting.  Can't  you  eat  some  cake  ?— 
do,  now." 


22G 


HARPER  S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


"No,  no,  auntie,"  said  the  young  man, 
pleasantly.  "Do  not  get  any  thing  more,  I 
beg  of  you  ;  your  turnovers  are  excellent,  I  do 
not  doubt — they  always  are ;  you  must  keep 
one  for  my  lunch  to-morrow.  But  I  have  a 
headache  to-night ;  I  think  I  Avill  not  take  any 
thing  but  my  tea  ;  you  may  give  me  another 
cup  of  that,  if  you  please." 

When  tea  was  over,  and  Mrs.  Howe  had 
cleared  the  table,  "and  brightly  trimmed  her 
evening  lamp,"  Robert  took  his  book  as  usual, 
and  began  to  read  to  Ella,  who,  with  some  pret- 
ty feminine  work  in  her  hands,  had  taken  her 
place  at  his  side.  Presently  he  stopped — "Ella 
darling,  will  it  be  too  cool  for  you  if  I  open 
that  door  ?  It  seems  to  me  this  room  is  very 
warm." 

"Oh  no,"  said  the  little  girl,  jumping  up 
with  cheerful  readiness  to  open  the  door  for 
him  ;  "not  too  cool  for  me,  at  all ;  but,  do  you 
know,  brother,"  she  said,  laughingly,  as  she 
came  back  to  his  side,  "what  you  make  me 
think  of?  Do  you  remember  the  little  fable 
you  and  I  read  the  other  day,  of  the  man  who 
could  blow  hot  and  blow  cold  ?  Only  a  few 
moments  since  you  were  cold  and  shivering, 
and  now  the  room  is  too  hot  for  you." 

"  I  believe  I  am  rather  capricious  to-night, 
dear,"  said  Robert,  laughing  at  her  remark ; 
"but  you  must  excuse  me,  I  am  not  quite  well 
to-night;"  and  as  he  spoke  he  pushed  aside 
his  book.  "My  head  aches,  and  I  have  a 
strange  bewildering  sound  in  my  ears — '  I  hear 
a  rushing  and  a  roaring.'  I  think  I  will  not 
try  to  read  any  more,  Ella ;  I  will  play  lazy,  and 
lie  on  the  sofa  here." 

In  an  instant  little  Ella  was  at  his  side,  care- 
fully adjusting  the  pillows ;  and  as  he  settled 
himself  down  upon  them  she  drew  a  low  seat 
to  the  side  of  the  couch,  and  sat  tenderly  press- 
ing her  cool,  soft  little  hand  upon  his  temples. 

"  I  ruther  guess,  Ella,  you'd  as  good  go  to 
bed,"  said  Mrs.  Howe,  who  was  standing  with 
her  back  to  the  lire,  reflectively  regarding  them. 
"  You  ain't  a-doing  of  him  not  a  mite  of  good, 
nor  yourself  nuther ;  s'pose  you  go  off  to  bed 
now,  and  leave  me  to  take  care  of  Mr.  Middle- 
ton." 

"Yes,  Ella,  I  think  you  had  better  go  to 
bed,"  said  Robert.    "  Good-night,  my  darling  I" 

The  obedient  girl  rose  with  sweet  docility, 
bent  over  Robert  and  kissed  him,  then  quietly 
gathering  up  her  work,  she  was  leaving  the 
room,  when  Robert  called  her  back. 

"Ella,"  he  said,  rousing  himself  as  her  hand 
was  upon  the  door,  "  come  back  a  moment, 
darling ;  you  have  forgotten  to  bid  me  good- 
night, Ella." 

"Why,  Robert,  no!"  said  the  laughing 
child,  bounding  back  to  him,  and  dropping  on 
her  knees  by  the  side  of  the  couch;  "indeed, 
I  did  not.  Why,  I  kissed  you,  and  you  kissed 
me  back  again ;  you  are  the  one,  brother,  who 
has  forgotten  it." 

"  Did  you,  Ella  ?  Really,  I  do  not  remem- 
ber, my  head  is  so  confused  with  this  dull, 


ringing  noise.  I  really  thought  you  had  for- 
gotten it." 

"Never  mind,  brother,"  said  Ella,  laughing, 
"I  have  plenty  more  for  you.  Good-night — 
good-night,  dear  brother.  There,  will  that 
do?"  she  said,  playfully  pressing  her  loving  lips 
to  his  cheek,  his  brow,  and  his  closed  eyelids. 

Suddenly  Robert  took  both  her  little  hands 
in  one  of  his,  and  holding  them  prisoned  in  an 
almost  painfully  tight  clasp,  he  laid  his  right 
hand  solemnly  upon  her  head — "Ella,"  he  said, 
"little  sister — my  darling!  my  child!  May 
God — our  God,  the  God  of  the  fatherless — keep 
you  and  bless  you  for  evermore.  Amen," 

Impressed  by  the  strange  solemnity  of  his 
words  and  numner,  Ella's  young  head  bent 
tremblingly  beneath  this  fervent  benediction, 
like  a  delicate  flower  surcharged  with  heaven's 
sweet  dew.  Then,  rising  slowly,  she  pressed 
anotlier  loving  but  silent  kiss  upon  his  brow, 
and  walked,  subdued  and  thoughtful,  from  the 
room. 

' '  And  now,  Mr.  Middleton, "  said  Mrs.  Howe, 
coming  forward,  "  I  ruther  guess  you'd  as  good 
go  oft"  to  bed  too.  You've  got  a  real  heavy,  bad 
cold,  there's  no  mistake  about  it ;  and  consid- 
'able  fever  too,  I  mistrust ;  and  the  sooner 
you're  took  hold  of  the  better.  I  did  not  want 
to  set  that  poor  child  a-worrying,  goodness 
knows;  but  I  want  you  to  take  some  strong, 
hot  sage-tea,  with  some  'white  balsam  drops' 
in  it ;  and  if  you  ain't  no  better  come  morning, 
I  shall  send  for  the  doctor,  right  of,  out  of 
hand,  for  I  ain't  a-going  to  have  you  sick,  if  I 
can  help  it." 

"I  do  not  think  I  am  going  to  need  him," 
said  Robert.  "But  I  am  not  subject  to  the 
headache,  and  this  roaring  in  my  head  con- 
fuses me.  The  fact  is,  I  am  not  used  to  sick- 
ness of  any  kind.  I  never  kept  my  bed  a  day 
in  my  life,  and  I  dare  say  I  make  too  much  of 
it.  Little  Ella  would  bear  it  better,  I  doubt  not. 
Oh,  it  is  only  a  cold,  I  dare  say ;  but  my  limbs 
ache,  and  I  feel  very  tired  ;  so  I  think  I  will 
take  your  advice,  and  go  to  bed.  Only  don't 
alarm  Ella,  and  I'll  take  just  what  you  think 
best  for  me." 

But  not  all  Mrs.  Howe's  motherly  care  and 
long  experience  could  avert  the  threatened  dan- 
ger, and  the  next  morning  found  poor  Robert 
tossing  and  moaning  in  all  the  delirium  of  fe- 
ver, and  Doctor  Mayne  was  hastily  summoned 
by  Mrs.  Howe. 

"It's  only  a  cold,  Doctor,  ain't  it?"  she  said, 
as  she  followed  the  medical  friend  out  of  the 
sick-room,  and  duly  escorted  him  down  stairs. 
"He's  took  a  very  heavy  cold,  Mr.  Middleton 
has,  and  no  wonder.  Him  and  Ella  they  was 
out  last  night,  trapesing  round  them  hills  and 
in  the  woods  till  after  sundown  ;  and  I  made 
free  to  tell  him  when  they  come  in  'twan't 
right.  Evenings  is  getting  dampish  like  now, 
and  them  woods  is  jest  as  full  of  colds  and 
agres  as  they  are  of  dead  leaves — don't  you  say 
so  ?  But  law,  there !  what  is  the  use  of  my 
talking  ;  they're  young  and  imprudent,  and  you 
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may  talk  your  head  off,  and  you  can't  make 
young  folks  see  with  old  folkses  eyes,  nohow 
you  can  fix  it.  But  I  dare  say  it's  on'y  a  cold  ; 
he'll  be  over  it  in  a  day  or  two."  But  to  this 
flattering  augury  the  Doctor  did  not  reply. 

"  You  don't  mistrust  it's  any  thing  more  than 
a  bad  cold,  do  you,  Doctor  ?"  added  the  poor 
anxious  woman,  vainly  hoping  his  opinion  might 
help  her  to  put  down  her  own  forebodings. 
"You  don't  calculate  it's  going  to  be  any  thing 
worse  than  a  cold,  do  you  ?" 

"  I  can  not  say,"  answered  the  Doctor,  grave- 
ly. "Mr.  Middleton  has  a  great  deal  of  fever, 
and  his  mind  is  much  clouded.  There  has  been 
much  fever  in  the  lower  part  of  the  town,  and 
some  of  the  children  of  those  families  have  at- 
tended his  school;  but  we  can  not  judge  yet," 
he  added,  more  cheerfully,  as  he  marked  her 
look  of  deep  dejection.  "He  is  young  and 
strong,  has  an  excellent  constitution,  and  is  of 
very  simple  and  regular  habits — all  this  is  in 
his  favor.  Indeed,  his  chances  are  better  than 
ninertenths  of  my  other  patients  have.  Be- 
sides," he  added,  kindly  laying  his  hand  on 
Mrs.  Howe's  broad  shoulder,  "he  has  got  one 
of  the  best  and  kindest  nurses  in  the  world ; 
and  a  good  nurse  is  often  more  important  to 
the  sick  than  a  good  dpctor.  You  have,  too, 
the  comfort  of  knowing  that  you  took  hold  of 
this  illness  at  once ;  no  time  was  lost,  and  what 
you  did  for  him  w^as  very  judicious.  If  I  had 
been  here  myself  last  evening,  I  should  have 
ordered  nothing  different.  So  keep  up  a  cheer- 
ful spirit,  let  us  both  do  our  best  for  him,  and  I 
trust  we  shall  be  enabled  to  pull  him  through." 

But  these  kind  intentions,  although  followed 
up  by  all  the  devotion  and  care  which  love  and 
skill  could  offer,  were  powerless  to  arrest  the 
force  of  the  disease.  And  ever,  day  by  day, 
as  the  friendly  physician  and  his  faithful  co- 
adjutor, Mrs,  Howe,  stood  by  the  bed  of  the 
young  invalid,  and  listened  to  his  delirious  rav- 
ings, in  which  his  mind  seemed  to  recall  with 
vivid  distinctness  the  scenes  and  habits  of  his 
luxurious  and  indulged  boyhood — talking  ever 
of  his  father,  his  servants,  his  horses,  his  dogs, 
his  boat,  his  gun — so  ever,  day  by  day,  sad- 
der and  graver,  grew  the  professional  face  of 
the  one  and  the  loving  heart  of  the  other. 

"You  should  not  let  the  little  girl  be  with 
him,"  said  Doctor  Mayne  one  day,  at  the  con- 
clusion of  his  visit,  when  he  had  seen  little  Ella 
gliding  out  of  the  sick-room  as  he  had  entered  it. 
"It  is  not  prudent,  or  proper  for  her;  .she  is 
too  young  to  be  of  any  use  there,  and  she  is  too 
delicate  a  child  to  be  exposed  to  contagion ; 
and  much  too  impressible  and  nervous  in  her 
temperament  to  be  allowed  to  listen  to  his  rav- 
ings. You  remember,  my  good  friend,  that  I 
cautioned  you  about  it  from  the  first." 

"I  know  it — you  did — I  know  you  did," 
sobbed  the  poor  woman.  "And  I  did  try; 
but  there  !  I  can't  help  it,  nohow.  Bidable  as 
she  is  in  every  thing  else  (and  there  never  was 
a  better  child,  or  a  sweeter-tempered  one,  I 
will  say  that  for  our  Ella),  she  won't  mind 
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me  in  that,  say  what  I  will  to  her.  If  I  turn 
her  out  of  his  room  she  sets  by  the  door  and 
listens,  and  looks  so  pale  and  wobegone  that  I 
can't  stand  it.  She  always  thinks  he  wants 
her,  and  sure  enough  it  seems  as  if  he  did; 
for  though  he  don't  seem  to  know  her,  nor  no- 
body else,  not  even  me,  and  has  never  so  much 
as  named  her  name  since  the  night  he  was  took, 
yet  when  she  sits  by  him,  with  her  little  hand 
on  his  head,  and  sings  one  of  their  hymns  kind 
of  low  and  soft  like,  it  does  seem  to  soothe 
him  more'n  any  thing.  But  then  I  know  it 
ain't  safe  for  her,  poor  dear;  and  I  drive  her 
out  all  I  can,  any  ways.  She'll  go  quick  enough 
if  she  thinks  it's  for  him,  so  I  send  her  down  to 
the  'potecary's  shop  half  a  dozen  times  in  the 
day  for  some  little  nothing  or  ruther,  and  into 
the  neighbors' just  to  beg  a  few  herbs,  or  to  bor- 
row something,  as  often  as  I  possibly  can,  jest 
to  get  her  out  into  the  fresh  air," 

"Do  you  think,  Mrs.  Howe,"  said  Doctor 
Mayne,  when  lie  and  Mrs.  Howe  had  re-en- 
tered the  parlor  and  closed  the  door — and  he 
spoke  sadly  and  hesitatingly — "  do  you  think 
she — little  Ella,  I  mean — is  at  all  prepared? 
Does  she  know,  is  she  aware,  how  very  ill  her 
brother  is?  Ought  you  not  to  speak  to  her, 
and  try  in  some  degree  to  prepare  her  for  what 
may—" 

"No,  no,"  interrupted  Mrs.  Howe,  bursting 
into  tears  as  she  spoke ;  and  sitting  down  she 
covered  her  face  with  her  apron,  while  her 
ample  form  shook  with  the  vainly-repressed 
emotion.  "No,  no;  I  hain't ;  I  can't ;  I  can't; 
and  I  won't !  There,  don't  ask  it  of  me ;  'tain't 
no  use  to,  for  I  can't,  nor  I  won't !  I  ain't 
a-going  to  be  her  ex'cutioner,  for  'tain't  no- 
thing else ;  'twill  kill  her ;  'twill  kill  her ;  I 
know  'twill.  You  might  ask  me  to  take  a 
pistol  and  shoot  it  at  her,  and  I'd  as  soon  do 
it — jest  as  soon ;  'twouldn't  be  no  worse  for 
nuther  of  us.  I  don't  see  that  I've  any  call  to 
up  and  tell  her  what  the  good  Lord  in  His  wis- 
dom sees  fit  to  keep  from  her.  If  it  was  best 
for  her  to  know  it,  I  expect  He  could  do  His 
own  work  without  my  agincy.  'Prepared' — 
prepared?  there  ain't  no  preparation  for  sich 
things !  I  guess  them  as  can  be  prepared  to 
part  with  their  friends  wouldn't  ha'  died  of 
grief  without  their  preparation.  I'd  risk  'um! 
Preparation  ?  I  don't  believe  in  no  sich  non- 
sense. You  may  go  fussing  round  and  telling 
a  poor  fellow-creature  what  you  think  or  guess 
is  going  to  happen  to  them  (and  after  all,  mind 
you,  it's  on'y  guess,  for  the  wisest  of  us  don't 
know  nothing),  and  you  let  them  Avorry  them- 
selves out  before  it  comes,  and  what  then — what 
have  you  gained  ?  Well,  they  may  be  so  run 
down  and  numbed  like,  and  kind  of  stupefied, 
they  may  not  have  a  realizing  sense  of  it  when 
it  does  come ;  but  I  don't  see  no  great  use  in 
that,  I  must  say— it's  being  murdered  by  inches 
instead  of  at  one  blow,  and  I  donno  as  that's 
any  easier  to  bear.  No;  I  say  let  her  keep 
her  strength  aginst  the  hour  of  need— a  poor 
lamb !  let  her  keep  her  hope  as  long  as  God 
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sees  best  to  let  her  keep  it.  He  knows  best — 
I  guess  His  wisdom  and  love  are  better  than 
ours  ;  and  when  He  in  His  wisdom  takes  it 
from  her,  He  can  give  her  such  comfort  as  she 
needs ;  and  that's  what  we  can't  do.  none  of 
us!" 

As  Mrs.  Howe's  view  of  the  case,  though 
roughly  and  quaintly  expressed,  was  neverthe- 
less a  reasonable  one,  it  was  adopted  ;  more 
particularly  as  all  shrunk  from  the  sad  duty  of 
informing  little  Ella  of  the  extent  of  their 
fears.  But  the  time  when  even  hope  must  be 
relinquished  was  very  near.  Robert  Middleton 
breathed  his  last  sigh  in  the  arms  of  his  mother- 
ly old  friend,  without  one  moment's  conscious- 
ness— one  gleam  of  recognition. 

"And  now — the  poor  child — our  poor,  little 
Ella,"  said  the  sympathizing  old  pastor,  as  he 
turned  sadly  from  the  death-bed,  to  which  Mrs. 
Howe's  affectionate  zeal  had  summoned  him, 
vainly  hoping  for  some  lucid  interval,  even  at 
the  last,  when  his  pious  offices  might  be  avail- 
able. "  The  poor  little  girl,  what  is  to  be  done 
about  her,  Mrs.  Howe  ?" 

"Oh,  I  don't  know — I  don't  know,"  sobbed 
poor  Mrs.  Howe.  "  I  can't  tell  her  ;  I  ain't  got 
no  words  to  tell  her  in.  Oh,  Doctor  Tucker, 
would  you  ?  You  are  used  to  sich  things,  sort 
of ;  and  you'll  know  what  to  say,  and  how  to 
say  it ;  and  I'm  sure  I  don't.  And  maybe  you 
can  kind  of  cheer  her  up  with  holy  words,  some- 
how. And  I,  laws  sakes !  I'm  all  run  down, 
and  kind  of  heart-broke  myself,  and  I'd  only 
make  her  feel  worse,  maybe,  if  that  was  possi- 
ble. Will  you  tell  her.  Doctor  Tucker  ?  Oh, 
do  please  say  you  will ;  for  I  can't,  and  father 
can't,  and  who  else  is  there  that  can  ?" 

"I  will,  if  you  desire  I  should,  certainly," 
said  the  kind  old  man,  turning  reluctantly  upon 
his  sad  errand.  "  Where  is  she  now,  poor  little 
thing  ?   Where  shall  I  find  her  ?" 

"  Out  in  the  garden,  I  guess  ;  I  sent  her  out 
for  some  flowers  for  his  room,  just  to  get  her 
out  of  the  way." 

Grave  and  thoughtful,  the  kind-hearted  old 
man  walked  sadly  down  the  little  garden,  Avhich 
lay  before  him  bright  in  all  the  morning  beau- 
ty of  a  fine,  golden,  autumn  day.  As  he  looked 
across  the  valley  to  the  grand  old  hills,  steep- 
ing in  soft,  misty  light,  or  turned  his  glances 
to  the  woods,  now  gorgeous  with  the  many- 
hued  glories  of  the  changing  year,  and  felt  the 
soft,  breezy,  autumn  Avind  lifting  his  thin  gray 
locks,  he  thought  of  the  young  life  thus  sud- 
denly cut  off  in  its  morning  hour,  and  of  the 
other  and  younger  life,  thus  early  saddened  by 
the  spoiler  Death,  and  he  murmured  sadly  the 
words : 

"Some  flowers  of  Eden  we  still  inherit, 
But  the  trail  of  the  serpent  is  over  them  all." 

And  there  rose  in  his  heart  an  irrepressible 
yearning  for  that  promised  land  where  "  death" 
and  "farewell"  shall  be  words  no  more  ut- 
tered. 

A  turn  in  the  path  brought  him  suddenly  upon 
little  Ella,  who,  with  her  arms  full  of  flowers, 


was  coming  toward  him,  and,  with  a  sad  heart- 
pang  for  the  grief  he  was  bearing  to  her,  he  ad- 
vanced to  meet  her. 

"What  are  all  these  flowers  for,  my  little 
girl?"  he  said,  uncertain  how  to  commence 
his  sad  embassy. 

"They  are  for  my  brother.  Sir,"  she  an- 
swered with  a  grave,  sweet  smile.  "Robert  is 
very  sick.  Doctor  Tucker,  and  Auntie  Howe 
says  he  likes  fresh  flowers  better  than  any  thing 
else  ;  but  all  the  flowers  we  love  the  best,  all 
the  sweetest  ones,  are  dead  and  gone — there  is 
not  any  thing  nice  left  now.  Does  it  not  seem 
a  pity  the  frost  should  come  and  kill  them  all  ? 
I  wonder  why  it  is  ?" 

"  It  may  seem  sad  to  us  now,  my  dear  child," 
said  the  pitying  old  clergyman,  "because  we 
do  not  see  clearly  yet.  But  you  must  remem- 
ber, Ella,  the  same  kind,  loving  Father  who 
sends  us  the  flowers,  sends  also  the  killing  frost 
which  you  lament.  Should  you  think  Him  un- 
kind or  unjust  because  He  sees  fit  to  take  back 
the  good  gifts  His  mercy  gave  us  ?" 

Unkind  I  unjust !  who  ?  our  Father  in 
heaven?''  said  Ella,  looking  up  into  his  face 
in  grave  wonder.     "  Oh  no." 

"No,  indeed,  my  poor  child,"  said  the  old 
man,  looking  at  her  wjth  sad  meaning  in  his 
tearful  eyes  ;  "  He  is  never  unkind,  never  unjust, 
even  Ajhcn  he  takes  from  us  what  we  love  the 
best.  Remember,  Ella,  if  there  were  no  winter 
in  the  year  there  could  be  no  spring,  no  blos- 
som ;  if  there  were  no  death  in  the  world  there 
could  be  no  resurrection,  no  heaven." 

Little  Ella  gazed  at  the  venerable  speaker 
for  one  moment  in  a  Avondering  unconscious- 
ness ;  and  then,  as  the  terrible  meaning  of  his 
words  gradually  revealed  itself  to  her  mind, 
her  face  paled,  flushed,  and  grcAv  pale  again  ; 
her  Avide,  dilating  eyes  fixed  their  full  gaze 
upon  his,  like  one  fascinated  by  the  deadly 
glance  of  a  rattlesnake ;  and  from  her  scarce 
moving  lips  came  the  half-audible  Avords,  "My 
brother!  I  must  go  to  my  brother!" 

"But,  my  dear  child,  my  poor  little  Ella," 
said  the  kind  old  man,  now  fairly  Aveeping  him- 
self, "you  can  not — your  brother  has  left  you. 
He  has  gone  to  that  beautiful  land  Avhere  the 
floAvers  do  not  fade — where  there  is  no  more 
Avinter,  and  no  more  death !  You  can  go  to 
him  there,  '  The  Lord  gave  and  the  Lord  hath 
taken  aAA-ay  :  blessed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord  !' 
Can  you  not  put  your  trust  in  His  fatherly  Ioa'c, 
my  poor  child  ?" 

Doctor  Tucker  ceased  speaking ;  but  Ella 
did  not  ansAver  him — she  did  not  even  hear 
him  ;  she  stood  still,  her  Avide,  stony  eyes  fixed 
vacantly  upon  him.  SloAvly  the  nerveless,  relax- 
ing hands  unclasped,  unconsciously  dropping 
their  floAvery  burden  at  her  feet,  and  the  droop- 
ing arms  sunk  poAA'erless  at  her  side.  Pres- 
ently her  lips  moA'ed,  but  vainly  —  no  AA'ords 
came.  Another  effort  —  and,  as  if  the  pale, 
quivering  lips  had  rather  shaped  the  sounds 
than  uttered  them,  came  the  sIoav  words,  "  Oh  ! 
let  —  me — go  —  to  —  my" — brother,  she  A\*ould 
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have  added,  but  the  terrible  recollection  swept 
over  her  like  a  tempest,  and,  with  a  shudder 
which  shook  her  whole  frame,  she  substituted 
the  words — "  to  Auntie  Howe  I"  And,  passing 
by  him  with  recoiling  action  and  averted  face, 
as  if  he  were  some  abhorrent  thing  which  she 
dared  not  trust  herself  to  look  upon,  with 
wavering  and  uncertain  steps,  and  Avide,  un- 
seeing eyes,  like  the  eyes  of  a  sleep-walker,  she 
passed  on  toward  the  house. 

At  the  open  door  poor  Auntie  Howe,  her- 
self weeping  piteously,  stood  Avaiting  to  receive 
her,  and  held  out  her  arms  to  her  without  a 
word.  Ella  gave  one  shuddering,  questioning 
look  into  that  sad  face,  and  laid  her  head  on 
that  kind,  motherly  bosom  ;  one  sigh  broke 
from  her  pale,  blue,  quivering  lips,  and,  as  the 
strong,  sustaining  arms  closed  around  her  with 
their  loving,  pitying  clasp,  she  swooned  into 
utter  unconsciousness. 

"How  is  little  Ella  to-day?"  asked  Doctor 
Mayne,  looking  in  upon  the  Howes,  one  morn- 
ing,, about  a  week  after  Robert's  death,  in  a 
call  which  purported  to  be  not  professional  so 
much  as  friendly. 

"  She's  pretty  well.  Sir  ;  thank  you  kindly," 
said  the  Deacon,  rising  as  he  spoke,  and  slowly 
smoothing  and  folding  up  the  newspaper  he 
had  been  reading.  "  She's  pretty  comfortable, 
Ella  is,  consid'ring.  She  bears  up  full  as  w^ell, 
or  better,  than  we  had  any  reason  to  expect 
she  would." 

"Pretty  well!"  repeated  Mrs.  Howe,  who 
was  standing  at  the  table  washing  up  the  break- 
fast things,  turning  upon  her  lord  and  master 
with  a  rebellious  sharpness  almost  fierce,  and 
gesticulating  as  she  spoke,  with  a  damp  napkin 
in  one  hand  and  an  unwashed  saucer  in  the 
other. 

"Pretty  comfortable,  indeed !  That's  jest  like 
you — that's  jest  as  much  as  you  know  about  it, 
NoAV,  father,  Avhat's  the  use  of  you  talking  so  ? 
Btit  there,  that's  the  Avay  with  you  men,  though, 
always.  If  a  gal  or  a  woman  don't  faint,  nor 
scream,  nor  sob  and  cry,  men  always  think  they 
don't  feel  nothing.  But  I  tell  you  'tain't  so — I 
know  better  ;  them  that  cries  and  sobs  gets  re- 
lief. Why  not  ?  ain't  it  nat'ral  ?  You  can't 
pour  out  your  grief  and  keep  it  too,  can  you  ? 

"  I  wish  our  Ella  would  take  on  more ;  I'd  a 
thousand  times  druther  she  did ;  it  would  be 
more  nat'ral,  at  her  age.  It's  your  silent  grief 
that  kills ;  and  I  don't  like  her  looks.  Doctor, 
not  a  mite.  I  see  the  old  look  in  her  eyes  she 
used  to  have  when  she  was  a  child.  You  knoAv 
what  I  mean — a  sort  of  a  kind  of  onstiddy,  wan- 
dering sort  of  a  look — the  old,  pale,  weary  look. 
It  comes  and  goes  in  her  face  jest  as  it  used  to 
do  then ;  and  I  mistrust  she'll  never  get  over 
it.  I  think  her  poor  little  heart  is  breaking ; 
and  if  she  should  lose  her  reason  agin,  and  be 
as  she  used  to  be — oh,  Doctor  Mayne,  it's  a 
hard  thing  to  say,  but  I'd  ruther  she'd  die. 

"When  she  was  only  a  little  child  it  didn't 
seem  so  much,  'cause  children,  you  know,  they 
are  nat'rally  helpless,  and  we  expect  to  do  for 


'um,  and  take  care  of  'um.  But  now,  when 
she's  getting  to  be  sich  a  fine,  tall  gal,  and  so 
pretty,  and  sensible,  and  so  Avomanlv  in  her 
ways— to  have  her  lose  it  all,  and  go  back,  and 
be  a  little  helpless  child  agin,  with  no  one  liv- 
ing now  to  shelter  her  or  take  care  of  her, 
only  us  two  old  folks — and  we  growing  older, 
and  sillier,  and  more  helpless  every  day  our- 
selves—oh. Doctor  Mayne,  I'd  ruther  have  her 
die,  I'd  rather  have  her  die,  than  that." 

"Marthy!  Marthy!"  said  the  Deacon,  re- 
provingly, although  his  own  voice  Avas  tremu- 
lous and  husky — "Marthy,  AA^oman,  Avhere's 
your  trust  in  God  ?" 

"Well,  there,  'tain't  right,  is  it?"  said  poor 
Mrs.  HoAve.  "  I  knoAV  it  is  Avrong.  I  had  not 
oughter  said  it.  Deacon,  I  s'pose  ;  but  the  fact 
is,  that  child's  looks  do  Avorry  me  so,  and  I 
don't  knoAv  Avhat  in  the  Avorld  to  do  for  her." 

"Where  is  the  poor  child  noAv?"  asked  the 
Doctor,  kindly. 

"  Out  in  the  grave-yard,  I  s'pose,"  said  Mrs. 
HoAve,  Avith  a  fresh  burst  of  grief ;  "she  spends 
most  of  her  time  there,  she  and  old  Max.  I've 
been  doAvn  there  tAvo  or  three  times,  to  look 
after  her,  and  bring  her  home,  and  see  what 
she  Avas  about  there.  But,  laAv !  she  wasn't 
a-doing  nothing  in  the  Avorld,  only  sitting  close 
by  Mr.  Middleton's  grave,  with  her  hands  on 
her  lap,  and  her  eyes  set  and  A'acant,  as  if  she 
was  in  some  kind  of  a  Avay — a  trance  or  some- 
thing or  ruther,  I  don't  knoAv  Avhat." 

"But  this  ought  not  to  be,"  said  the  Doctor. 
"•Can  you  not  keep  the  child  from  going  there  ? 
It  is  very  bad  for  her.    Can't  you  prevent  it  ?" 

"No;  I  can  not,"  said  Mrs.  HoAve,  very  de- 
cidedly. "I  have  said  all  I  darst  to  to  her, 
and  she  jest  stands  and  looks  at  me,  Avith  that 
strange,  sad  look  in  her  eyes,  and  I'm  afraid 
to  cross  her.  Seems  to  me  she'd  drop  right 
doAvn  and  die  before  my  eyes  if  I  said  one 
Avord  too  much  to  her;  and  I'm  sure  I  haA^e 
not  the  heart  to  say  it  to  her,  nuther,  poor  lit- 
tle motherless  lamb  !    God  help  her !" 

But  a  fcAV  days  more  put  to  the  test  Auntie 
HoAve's  professed  resignation  in  vicAv  of  parting 
Avith  her  little  charge.  Poor  Ella  Avas  stricken 
doAvn  by  the  same  dread  messenger  who  had 
called  aAvay  her  adopted  brother,  and  again  the 
professional  services  of  Doctor  Mayne  Avere  in 
requisition, 

"I  didn't  know  Avhat  I  Avas  saying,"  sobbed 
the  faithful  and  aff'ectionate  Mrs.  HoAve,  "  when 
I  told  you.  Doctor,  I  could  better  bear  to  lose 
her  than  to  see  her  as  she  Avas  before,  I  re'Iy 
thought  I  felt  so  ;  but  I  didn't  knoAV  nothing 
Avhat  it  Avould  be  to  part  Avilh  her;  and  noAv 
that  she  is  going  aAvay,  I  feel  the  difi'erence, 
I  should  be  glad  to  keep  her,  any  how.  But 
the  Lord's  Avill  be  done;  and  I  know  she  is 
fitter  for  that  Avorld  than  she  is  for  this.  It's 
Avell  for  her,  no  doubt— no  doubt  of  that ;  but, 
oh  !  Avhat  Avill  it  be  to  us  ?" 

"  You  are  too  desponding,  Mrs,  Howe,"  said 
Doctor  Mayne  ;  "  Ella's  case  is  quite  an  alarm- 
ing, but  not  yet  a  hopeless  one,  by  any  means." 
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"Don't  go  to  tell  me  that,  Doctor  Mayne," 
said  poor  auntie;  "for  I  know  better — and  so 
does  old  Max,"  she  added,  in  a  voice  of  tearful 
mystery. 

"What  does  Max  know  about  it?"  said  the 
Doctor,  turning  and  regarding  that  excellent 
quadruped  with  a  kind  but  scrutinizing  glance, 
as  if  he  w^ere  a  consulting  physician  of  only  less 
professional  acumen  than  himself. 

"Well,"  said  Mrs.  Howe,  wiping  her  fast 
tears  with  her  apron,  "I  s'pose  you'll  on'y  jeer 
at  me  as  father  does,  and  say  I'm  horrid  super- 
stitious— which  I  ain't,  no  more  than  he  is — but 
I  will  say,  dogs  know  a  sight ;  and  our  old  Max 
in  especial.  Why,  he's  as  sensible  as  a  great 
many  folks,  and  knows  more  than  most  of  'um 
do — only  he  can't  tell  what  he  knows — can't 
express  himself,  somehow.  Now  old  Max  he 
has  always  sot  every  thing  in  the  world  by  our 
Ella,  ever  since  she  first,  come  here.  Why,  he 
used  to  go  round  Avith  her — you  remember  that 
— when  she  Avas  little,  and  take  care  of  her,  as 
good  as  any  body. 

"And  now  since  she  has  been  sick  he  has 
pestered  me  to  pieces ;  he  wants  to  be  in  her 
roonl  all  the  time,  and  he's  in  the  way  there. 
He's  a  real  good  dog,  and  loving  and  faithful 
as  can  be ;  but  the  poor  creature  is  old  now, 
and  clumsy  like  and  heavy,  and  he  can't  get 
out  of  the  way  as  spry  as  he  used  to.  And  he 
seemed  always  under  foot ;  and  in  her  dark 
room — why,  I  nigh  about  stumbled  over  him 
twice.  So,  as  I  couldn't  keep  him  out  no  oth- 
er way,  I  told  Mike  last  night  to  sliet  him  up 
in  the  barn. 

"  Well,  so  he  did ;  but,  if  you'll  believe  it, 
though  he  give  him  his  supper  and  fixed  him 
up  a  good  bed  on  the  hay,  that  creter  he  warn't 
content  to  stay ;  and  he  scratched  and  whined 
and  howled  so  piteous  that  Mike  said  he  couldn't 
sleep  in  his  bed  nohow,  and  he  thought  he 
would  disturb  us  all,  sick  and  well.  So,  he 
says,  he  got  up  about  twelve  o'clock,  and  went 
down  and  let  him  out.  And  what  does  he  do 
but  come  right  under  Ella's  winder  and  give 
three  long  howls!  And  them  1  heard  my- 
self; they  made  me  creep  all  over.  And  then 
off  he  sot,  straight  out  of  the  yard  and  down 
street. 

"  'Twas  clear  moonlight  last  night,  and  Mike 
says  he  followed  him  down  to  the  gate,  jest  to 
see  w^here  he  Avas  heading  to  in  such  a  hurrv ; 
and,  as  sure  as  you  are  alive,  he  Avent  right 
doAvn  to  the  grave-yard,  and  Mike  see  him  go 
right  over  the  stone-AA^all !  Well,  of  course 
Mike  he  didn't  care  to  go  follow  him  no  furder 
then ;  but  this  morning,  as  soon  as  he  Avas  up, 
he  sot  off  to  see  after  him  ;  and  there,  he  says, 
he  found  him,  laying,  moaning  like,  in  a  great 
hole  by  the  side  of  Mr.  Middleton's  grave,  and 
his  poor  old  paws  they  Avas  a' most  Avore  off 
a-digging  of  it. 

"Now  you  need  not  tell  me  that  that  dog 
didn't  mean  nothing :  he  knoAved  A\'hat  he  avus 
about ;  he  knoAved  aa'cII  enough  Avho  he  Avas 
digging  that  grave  for ;  and  he  knoAved  Avell 


enough  where  she  would  best  like  to  haA^e  it 
dug.    Dogs  has  reason — don't  tell  me  !" 

It  Avas  no  use  to  contend  Avith  such  facts  as 
these.  There  is  no  mind  Avhich  has  not  some 
pet  and  cherished  superstition,  latent  or  ac- 
knoAvledged.  But  Science  herself  can  not  fight 
against  shadoAvs.  And  Avith  a  few  kind  and 
sympathizing  Avords,  and  a  few  medical  direc- 
tions, little  likely,  he  Avell  kncAv,  to  be  of  any 
avail.  Doctor  Mayne  departed. 

There  Avas  one  singular  coincidence  in  the 
illnesses  of  Robert  and  Ella — the  more  notice- 
able, perhaps,  because  their  delirium  took  such 
Avidely  different  forms  (his  being  the  Avild  rav- 
ings of  excitement,  and  hers  the  dull  stupor  of 
exhaustion) — that  in  the  case  of  each  the  cloud- 
ed mind  seemed  to  have  retrograded  to  some 
past  period  of  life ;  and  Avhile  Robert  talked 
incessantly  of  his  boyish  habits  and  compan- 
ions, Ella,  if  roused  to  speak  at  all,  murmured 
languidly  in  the  sIoav,  imperfect,  fragmentary 
speech  of  her  childhood,  invariably  speaking 
of  herself  as  "Baby  Ella,"  or  "Pretty  baby"— 
Avords  long  since  banished  from  her  lips,  and 
almost  forgotten  by  others,  but  coming  back 
noAv  fraught  Avith  sad  meaning  to  the'  friends 
who  loved  her  best.  Gently,  very  gently,  life 
ebbed  aAvay — gently  and  ])eacefully  as  the  re- 
treating summer  tide  lapses  from  the  silent 
shore : 

"  Whj'  should  not  He  Avhose  touch  dissolves  our  chaia 
Put  ou  His  robes  of  beauty  Avheu  He  comes 
As  a  deliverer?   He  hath  many  forms; 
They  should  not  all  be  fearful." 

So  they  stood  around  her  bed  (the  feAV  Avho 
loved  her  best),  in  the  still,  calm  beauty  of  an 
autumn  evening,  Avhen  the  last  radiance  of  the 
setting  sun  streaming  into  the  room  showed 
the  changed  outlines  of  the  SAveet  young  face, 
and  lighted  up  Avith  its  gorgeous  beams  the 
trembling  auburn  hair,  Avhere  it  nestled  like  a 
halo  round  the  still  Avhite  broA\^ 

At  Auntie  HoAve's  request  Doctor  Tuck'er 
had  offered  up  a  prayer,  brief  but  full  of  feel- 
ing, beautifully  touching  in  its  childlike  simplic- 
ity and  loving  faith. 

The  prayer  Avas  ended,  and  they  stood  silent, 
calmly  Aveeping;  for  that  Avhite-robed,  scarcely- 
breathing  figure,  in  its  graceful,  statue-like  re- 
pose, seemed  to  rebuke  the  vehement  expres- 
sion of  any  earthly  feeling,  and  the  quiet  room 
seemed  hushed  and  holy,  Avith  a  sense  of  calm, 
religious  exaltation,  as  if  unseen  vibrations  from 
that  prayer  of  lo\-e  and  faith  still  pervaded  it. 

Suddenly  as  they  stood  around  her  she  start- 
ed ;  a  quick,  bright  flush  rose  to  the  sad,  Avan 
little  face  ;  the  pale,  silent  lips  parted  in  a  rosy 
smile  ;  the  sweet,  clear  blue  eyes  flashed  Avide- 
ly  open,  full  of  intelligence,  and  gazed  upAvard 
Avith  an  earnest  look  of  glad  surprise ;  Avhile, 
extending  her  feeble  arms,  she  exclaimed,  in 
joyful  tones  of  wondering  recognition,  '•'■Broth- 
er T  Then,  Avith  scarce  a  moment's  pause,  she 
sung,  in  Ioav,  but  clear,  untrembling  tones,  the 
glorious  Avords  : 

"I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth." 
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Suddenly  the  sweet  voice  faltered,  and — 
ceased  !  More  closely  they  bent  above  her. 
Slowly  the  pale  hands  sunk  drooping  on  the 
little,  quiet  bosom ;  slowly  the  light  of  life 
faded  from  the  blue  eyes ;  slowly  the  rich  flush 
paled  on  the  soft  cheek.  For,  with  that  glad 
burst  of  triumphant  song  upon  her  lips,  "Baby 
Ella"  had  passed  through  the  gates  of  the  grave  ! 
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' '  A  FAIR  wind  and  a  strong  I  Shame  it 
r\  Avere  that  it  should  be  wasted  as  those 
before  have  been !  Sit  you  here.  Dame  Kate, 
while  I  go  up  to  the  change-house  and  speak 
again  to  Master  Jones,  who  of  a  truth  is  treat- 
iflg  us  but  scurvily  in  thus  delaying.  You  do 
not  fear  to  tarry  here  a  short  half  hour,  with 
lloger  Wilder  for  guard  and  Elizabeth  Tillie 
for  company — eh,  Kate  ?" 

"  Surely  not,  John.  Go  your  ways,  and  we 
will  spend  the  time  in  Avalking  up  and  down 
the  pier.  This  same  fair  wind  blows  somewhat 
shrewdly  for  sitting  still." 

"Ifey,  if  it  is  cold  to  thee,  sweet-heart,"  re- 
plied the  husband,  a  grave  man  already  in  mid- 
dle life,  and  dressed  in  the  sombre  garb  of  the 
Puritans,  turning  back  and  looking  somewhat 
anxiously  into  the  face  of  his  wife,  a  young  and 
lovely  woman,  whose  blonde  beauty  proclaimed 
her  English  birth,  as  her  sad-colored  and  de- 
mure garments  did  her  adhesion  to  the  strait 
sect  of  which  her  husband  was  a  prominent 
member.  And  yet  had  Dame  Katherine  Carver 
allowed  herself  the  aid  of  all  the  coquettish  ap- 
pliances distinguishing  the  toilet  of  the  gayest 
beauty  among  the  cavaliers,  she  could  hardly 
have  selected  head-gear  so  becoming  as  the 
hood  of  dark  purple  velvet  shaped  around  her 
face  in  the  fashion  first  introduced  by  Mary  the 
nnhappy  Queen  of  Scots,  and  followed  at  inter- 
vals by  the  whole  female  world  for  almost  three 
hundred  years.  Against  the  back-ground  of 
this  hood  the  pale,  pure  face,  with  its  delicate 
features,  faint  coloring,  and  sweet  calm  expres- 
sion, showed  in  almost  angelic  loveliness ;  while 
the  glimpse  of  a  throat  whiter  than  ivory,  vouch- 
safed by  the  handkerchief  modestly  crossed  upon 
the  bosom,  and  the  delicate  hand,  foot,  and 
ankle,  displayed  at  interv^als  by  the  "shrewd 
wind"  of  which  the  lady  complained,  w^ere,  if 
not  so  angelic,  perhaps  equally  admirable  points 
of  beauty. 

Fair  and  winsome  as  she  was,  who  can  won- 
der that  John  Carver's  thoughtful  and  somewhat 
anxious  gaze  softened  as  it  rested  upon  her  face, 
and  that  a  loving  smile  stirred  the  gravity  of 
his  expression  ?  '  But  to  the  tender  expostula- 
tion, seconded  by  a  movement  to  lead  her  away 
from  the  pier.  Dame  Katherine  hastily  replied  : 

"I  said  not  it  was  too  cold,  goodman,  and  I 
am  overweary  of  staying  within  doors.  We  two, 
Elizabeth  and  I,  can  walk  or  rest  here  in  all 
safety  until  your  return,  and  lloger  Wilder  shall 
guard  us  if  you  will.    Come,  Bess." 
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And  putting  her  hand  within  the  arm  of  her 
companion,  a  stout,  rosy  English  lass,  not  yet 
past  her  seventeenth  summer,  and  fresh  and 
blooming  as  an  English  spring,  Mistress  Carver 
led  her  down  the  pier,  while  John  Carver,  the 
smile  still  lingering  upon  his  lips,  walked  rapid- 
ly back  toward  the  town. 

"There  he  is  again,  dame,"  said  Elizabeth, 
suddenly,  as  the  two  Avomen  approached  the 
end  of  the  pier. 

"He?  And  what  he,  my  girl?"  asked  the 
elder  lady,  a  little  coldly. 

"Why,  the  young  man  of  whom  I  was  speak- 
ing y ester-eve.  I  said  that  he  looked  in  despe- 
rate case,  and  as  if  but  little  more  were  want- 
ing to  send  him  off  the  end  of  the  pier,  where 
he  sits  to-day  as  he  sat  then,  gazing  noAv  into 
the  water  at  his  feet,  now  at  our  vessel  riding 
there  at  anchor.  I  marvel  if  he  may  be  wishing 
to  join  himself  to  us." 

"  If  he  does,  he  should  make  his  petition  to 
Master  Bradford,  or  Master  Carver,  or  Captain 
Standish.  Of  a  truth  he  does  look  in  evil  case  ; 
and  what  is  Avorst  of  all,  he  seems  too  down- 
cast to  bestir  himself  to  the  mending  of  his  con- 
dition. I  Avould  that  my  goodman  Avere  here, 
that  I  might  ask  him  to  give  the  poor  soul  op- 
portunity to  speak  Avith  him." 

But  chance  and  the  AAdnd  at  this  very  mo- 
ment presented  another  opportunity  to  the  ob- 
ject of  this  conversation  ;  for,  as  Mistress  Car- 
ver drcAv  from  her  pocket  a  handkerchief  some- 
Avhat  heretically  embroidered,  the  breeze  snatch- 
ed it  from  her  hand,  and  AA'ould  have  Avhirled  it 
into  the  Avater,  had  not  the  young  man  sitting 
at  the  end  of  the  pier  caught  it  as  it  flew  past 
him,  and,  rising,  come  tOAvard  the  tAvo  ladies 
Avith  an  eagerness  of  manner  immediately  noted 
by  the  younger. 

"  BeshreAV  me,  mistress,  but  he  is  glad  enough 
of  the  chance  to  speak  Avith  us,"  said  she,  softly. 

"  Hush,  Bess,"  replied  the  other,  and  the 
next  moment  returned  the  obeisance  of  the 
young  man,  Avith  a  gesture  courteous,  but  full 
of  dignity  and  reserve,  Avhile  she  said  : 

"  Truly,  Sir,  I  am  beholden  to  you,  and  ren- 
der you  my  thanks." 

"  It  is  nothing,  madam.  If  I  might  venture 
to  say  it,  I  am  myself  your  debtor  in  being  per- 
mitted even  so  simple  a  service." 

"You  have  my  thanks.  Sir,  and  good-even 
to  you." 

"Pardon,  madam,  if  my  foolish  AA'ords  have 
oflended  you.    I  spoke  only  as  I  felt." 

"  I  am  not  offended,  young  man,  but  I  and 
my  husband,  and  this  my  companion,  are  of  the 
adventurers  in  yonder  vessel,  and,  as  perhaps 
you  knoAV,  Ave  of  that  sort  hold  not  to  compli- 
ments and  courtly  phrases,  such  as  you  seem  to 
haA'e  been  bred  in." 

And  the  young  woman  could  not  or  did  not 
restrain  a  SAvift,  scrutinizing  glance  at  the  soiled 
and  disorderly  dress  Avhich  Avould  have  placed 
this  stranger  very  Ioav  in  the  social  scale,  Avhile 
his  manner,  words,  and  expression  Avere  unmis- 
takably those  of  a  gentleman.    The  object  of 
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this  look  caught  and  read  it  as  rapidly  as  it  was 
given, 

"I  have,  indeed,  been  bred  to  other  things 
than  I  have  attained,  madam,"  said  he,  gloom- 
ily ;  "and,  although  not  yet  past  my  five-and- 
twentieth  birthday,  have  come  to  the  end  both 
of  my  patrimony  and  my  friends.  Poor  as  this 
suit  may  be,  it  will  last  my  life  out,  and  serve 
for  grave-clothes  too." 

The  last  words,  muttered  to  himself  as  he 
turned  away,  and  not  intended  for  the  lady's 
ear,  reached  it,  nevertheless,  and  she  exclaim- 
ed: 

"  What  is  that  ?  A  full-grown  man,  hale 
and  sound  of  limb,  and  not  untaught,  and  speak 
after  that  fashion!  Nay,  Sir,  you  shall  give 
me  warrant  for  your  words,  and  if  I  have  not 
skill  or  means  to  help  your  hurt  myself,  it  may 
chance  that  I  know  those  who  can.  What  is 
this  deadly  trouble  which  has  turned  your  brain, 
as  it  seems  to  me  ?" 

As  the  sweet,  somewhat  imperious,  but  kind- 
ly and  womanly  tones  fell  upon  the  young  man's 
ear,  he  turned  suddenly,  and,  raising  his  hag- 
gard eyes  to  the  lady's  face,  exclaimed  : 

"  You  are  the  first  woman,  madam,  who  has 
spoken  to  me  for  mine  own  good  since  my  mo- 
ther died." 

"  Poor  lad !  And  will  it  help  you  to  tell  me 
something  of  your  case  ?  I  would  not  intrude, 
but  it  may  be  I  or  mine  can  help  you." 

"  What  there  is  to  tell,  madam,  I  will  gladly 
narrate  ;  but  there  is  not  much  chance  of  help." 

"  Say  not  so.  Had  we,  whom  you  call  Puri- 
tans, been  thus  easily  daunted  and  dismayed,  I 
had  not  been  here  to-day  to  listen  to  you,"  said 
Mistress  Carver,  seating  herself  upon  a  bench  be- 
side a  pile  of  merchandise,  and  motioning  Eliz- 
abeth to  sit  beside  her.  "  Know  you  not,  young 
man,  that  we  sailed  out  of  the  Low  Countries 
nigh  upon  two  months  by-gone,  and  that  since 
we  finally  bade  farewell  to  home  and  friends  we 
have  twice  been  turned  back  from  the  unknown 
road  we  are  bound  to  travel,  putting  in  once  at 
Dartmouth,  and  now  here  at  Plymouth,  where 
we  have  been  forced  to  give  up  one  of  our  ships 
and  part  of  our  company,  but  yet  are  steadfast 
to  proceed  with  what  is  left,  although  we  jour- 
ney whither  we  know  not,  and  to  what  ending 
no  man  can  tell  ?  And  of  our  company  are  the 
aged  and  infirm,  little  children,  and  women  to 
whom  God  has  denied  such  strength  as  they 
earnestly  desire,  but  yet  are  none  afraid,  or  will- 
ing to  turn  back.  Is  this  spirit  yours  as  well? 
But  come,  get  thee  to  the  story,  for  my  husband 
will  be  here  anon  to  take  us  on  shipboard. " 

"First,  then,  madam,  my  name  it  is  John 
Rowland,  and  I  come  of  a  good  family  in  Es- 
sex; but  my  father  and  mother  being  dead, 
and  my  elder  brother  in  possession  of  their 
estate,  I,  with  my  younger  son's  portion,  have 
long  been  a  stranger  to  the  house  where  I  was 
born ;  and  it  is  now  three  years  since  the  last 
sixpence  of  that  portion  left  my  pocket.  How 
it  went  it  would  be  shame  for  me  to  tell,  and 
unfitting  for  you  to  hear ;  but  my  brother,  who 


looked  coldly  upon  me  while  I  was  wasting  my 
patrimony  in  riotous  living,  turned  his  back 
outright  when  I  went  to  tell  him  that  I  would 
fain  adopt  some  honest  course,  and  be  put  in 
the  way  of  earning  a  decent  livelihood  ;  so,  be- 
ing turned  off  by  frowning  Virtue,  I  e'en  re- 
turned to  smiling  Vice,  and  danced  to  the  dev- 
il's piping  until  I  had  no  longer  a  groat  to  pay 
the  piper ;  since  when  I  have  lived  I  know  not 
how,  save  that  I  have  never  begged  or  stolen, 
or  done  aught  of  which  I  need  to  be  ashamed. 
For  this  week  past  I  have  watched  your  vessel 
there  at  anchor,  and  wondered  if  by  any  chance 
it  might  befall  that  those  adventurers  would  re- 
ceive among  them  an  adventurer  desperate  as 
myself ;  but  I  have  no  m.oney,  and  no  recom- 
mendation ;  and  now  that  the  Speedicell  is  con- 
demned, and  her  passengers  crowded  upon  the 
Mayfioicer,  I  should  never  dare  to  ask  to  be 
taken." 

"I  said.  Dame  Carver,  that  he  fain  would  go," 
murmured  Elizabeth  Tillie ;  and  John  How- 
land  turned  "his  hollow,  hungry  eyes  upon  her 
for  the  first  time. 

"Said  you  so,  mistress?"  asked  he,  kindly ; 
and  the  girl,  blushing  scarlet,  murmured  assent ; 
while  the  elder  lady  slowly  said  : 

"  Of  a  truth,  we  are  crowded  overmuch,  but 
it  seems  a  question  of  saving  a  man  body  and 
soul,  and —  Ah  !  here  is  my  husband.  Eliz- 
abeth, take  Roger  and  walk  down  the  pier, 
and  Master  Ilowland  may  accompany  you  if  he 
will,  while  I  speak  to  iNlaster  Carver." 

And  rising,  with  a  delicate  flush  upon  her 
cheek,  Katherine  Carver  went  to  meet  her 
husband,  who  received  her  wonderingly,  and 
listened  to  her  story,  at  first  with  some  distrust, 
but  finally  with  grave  sympathy. 

"And,  John,  if  you  would  take  him  for  your 
servant,  and  bear  his  charges  until  we  come  to 
Virginia,  he  will  repay  you  amply  with  his  serv- 
ice. I  am  sure  of  it,"  said  the  young  wife,  in 
conclusion,  and  so  earnestly  that  Carver  smiled. 

"Why,  dame,  if  he  was  thy  brother  thou 
couldst  not  plead  more  earnestly,"  said  he. 
"How  can  you  be  so  sure  of  a  stranger  all  at 
once?" 

"I  know  not,  but  I  am ;  and  I  have  set  my 
heart  upon  snatching  this  goodly  brand  from 
the  burning ;  and  you  will  not  refuse  me  your 
aid,  good  man  ?"  replied  the  wife,  with  so  subtle 
a  smile  that  it  was  reflected  upon  the  grave  face 
of  the  Puritan  as  he  replied  : 

"Why,  no,  Kate,  I  will  not  refuse  thee  ;  for 
thou  art  such  a  shrew  that  indeed  I  dare  not." 

"That  is  well,  and  as  it  should  be,"  replied 
Mistress  Carver,  merrily  ;  "  and  now  call  John 
Howland  and  settle  matters  with  him,  while  I 
speak  with  Elizabeth  Tillie." 

And  so  it  fell  out  that  when,  in  the  course  of 
the  next  day,  Captain  Jones  was  prevailed  upon 
to  set  sail  from  Plymouth  in  England  toward 
what  was  to  be  the  Plymouth  of  New  England, 
John  Howland  was  enrolled  among  the  passen- 
gers of  the  Mavfioiver  as  "  servant  to  Mr.  John 
Carver." 
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II. 

The  annals  of  that  voyage  have  descended  to 
us ;  and  simple  and  unconscious  as  they  are, 
every  page  is  filled  with  such  a  story  of  sublime 
faith,  heroic  endurance,  and  indomitable  reso- 
lution as  never  in  the  world's  history  has  been 
excelled,  and  is  only  equaled  by  the  inspired 
voyage  of  Columbus  toward  these  same  shores. 

In  the  story  of  the  Majjjlowers  winter  pas- 
sage occurs  one  mention  of  our  hero  not  to  be 
omitted  here.    William  Bradford  says  : 

"In  suudrie  of  these  storms  the  winds  were  so 
feirce  and  y«  seas  so  high  as  they  could  not  beare  a 
kiiote  of  saile,  but  were  forced  to  lie  at  hull  for  di- 
verce  days  together.  And  in  one  of  them,  as  they 
thus  lay  at  hull  iu  a  mighty  storme,  a  lustie  youge 
man  called  John  Howlaud,  coming  upon  some  occa- 
sion above  the  gratings,  was  with  a  lurch  of  ship 
throwne  into  sea;  but  it  pleased  God  y'  he  caught 
hold  of  tope-Siyle  halliards  which  hunge  over- 
boarde  and  ran  out  at  lengthe ;  yet  he  held  his 
houlde,  though  he  was  sundrie  fiidomes  under  water, 
till  he  was  haled  up  by  y*^  same  rope  to  y^  brirae  of 
y'=  water,  and  then  with  a  boate-hook  and  other 
meanes  got  into  y"^  ship  againe,  and  his  life  saved; 
and  though  he  was  something  ill  with  it,  yet  he  lived 
many  years  after,  and  became  a  profitable  member 
both  in  church  and  commone-wealthe." 

Before  the  Pilgrims  landed  upon  the  famous 
rock,  now  become  the  Mecca  of  the  New  World, 
Master  John  Carver  was  formally  chosen  Gov- 
ernor of  the  colony  about  to  be  founded,  and 
accepted  the  office  in  the  primitive  spirit  which 
ordained  that  he  who  would  rule  should  also 
serve,  and  that  the  chief  among  a  people  should 
be  he  who  labored  most  anxiously  and  untiring- 
ly for  its  good.  No  man,  accordingly,  wrought 
more  laboriously  than  the  new-made  Governor 
at  the  arduous  tasks  of  unloading  the  ship,  land- 
ing the  passengers  and  their  effects,  felling  trees, 
hewing  timber,  and  building  first  the  common- 
house,  to  serve  as  a  temporary  refuge  for  those 
who  first  landed;  and  then  smaller  cabins  for  the 
accommodation  of  separate  families.  When 
these  fiimilies  were  small,  it  Avas  adjudged  that 
they  should  receive  the  addition  of  two  or  three 
of  the  single  men,  of  whom  there  were  quite  a 
number,  and  in  this  manner  the  hundred  and 
one  persons  comprising  the  colony  were  divided 
into  nineteen  households.  The  Governor,  part- 
ly out  of  deference  to  his  position,  partly  because 
his  family  already  numbered  eight,  viz.,  him- 
self, his  wife.  Desire  Minter,  and  another  maid- 
servant, John  Ilowland,  Koger  Wilder,  a  serv- 
ant lad  named  William,  and  a  little  adopted 
boy  called  Jasper  More,  was  allowed  to  occupy 
his  cabin  alone ;  and  it  was  hardly  completed 
before  it  began  to  assume  a  certain  air  of  re- 
finement and  delicate  care  hardly  to  be  ac- 
counted for  by  the  few  articles  of  handsome 
furniture  John  Carver  had  indulged  his  wife  by 
saving  from  the  wreck  of  their  household  plen- 
ishing in  Leyden.  Chief  among  these  meubles 
was  a  great  arm-chair,  richly  carved  and  quaint- 
ly fashioned,  which  may  still  be  seen  preserved 
in  the  Pilgrim  Hall  of  Plymouth,  Massachu- 
setts, where  still  is  venerated  the  memory  of 
this  her  earliest  Governor  and  faithful  servant. 
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But  it  was  not  the  chair,  the  table,  or  even 
Katherine  Carver's  dainty  sewing-stand  and 
carved  foot-stool  which  gave  to  the  unfinished 
sitting-room  of  this  cabin  its  air  of  taste  and 
elegance ;  it  was  the  presence  of  the  woman 
herself;  it  was  the  gentle  and  refined  atmos- 
phere which  surrounded  her — the  impress  of 
her  own  pure  and  womanly  delight  in  all  that 
was  graceful,  beautiful,  and  fitting.  Elizabeth 
Tillie,  coming  often  hither  for  refuge  from  her 
own  noisy  and  utilitarian  home,  more  than 
once  asked,  not  without  a  sigh  : 

"What  is  it,  dear  Mistress  Carver,  that 
makes  this  house  so  difierent  from  the  rest? 
Certain  it  is  that  my  mother  and  I  toil  more 
than  enough  to  bring  our  own  home  into  order, 
and  we  too  have  some  little  furniture  from  over 
seas,  but  our  place  it  is  forever  in  a  hurley,  or 
else  so  cold  and  formal  and  forbidding.  What 
is  the  secret,  mistress?" 

"Truly  I  know  not,  except  tha  John  Carver 
dAvells  here,  and  not  there,"  the  Avife  would 
sometimes  reply  ;  but  Elizabeth  only  shook  her 
head,  until  at  last  one  day  John  Howland,  wait- 
ing until  Katherine  had  left  the  room,  said  to 
the  despondent  girl : 

"Do  not  be  cast  down,  Elizabeth,  because 
you  can  not  be  like  the  Governor's  dame,  or 
make  your  home  like  that  which  takes  its  hue 
from  her.  Do  the  flowers  droop  and  die  be- 
cause they  are  not  the  moon,  who  shines  over 
all,  and  whom  all  may  love  and  admire,  even 
though  they  never  may  come  anear  her,  or  even 
imitate  her  ?" 

"And  you  hold  the  Governor's  wife  even  thus 
above  all  other  women?"  asked  Elizabeth,  sharp- 

"Even  as  the  papists  hold  their  saints,"  re- 
plied the  young  man,  gravely.  "A  being  to 
be  loved,  venerated,  followed  humbly  and  aw- 
fully— a  light  set  above  the  path  of  sinful  man, 
even  as  a  lamp  unto  his  feet  and  a  guiding  bea- 
con to  his  weary  eyes." 

"It  is  well  that  Elder  Brewster  hears  you 
not,  young  man,"  said  Elizabeth,  dryly.  "  He 
would  surely  deal  with  you  somewhat  straitly 
for  giving  that  adoration  to  a  fellow-creature 
which  is  only  fitly  placed  above." 

"I  did  think,  Elizabeth,  that  you  too  loved 
Mistress  Carver  heartily  and  singularly,"  replied 
Howland,  a  little  severely. 

"And  so  I  do.  Who  dares  say  I  do  not? 
But — but — that  is  another  matter.  Good-even 
to  you,  John  Howland." 

And  as  Elizabeth  quickly  left  the  house,  her 
face  flushed,  her  eyes  brimming  with  tears,  the 
young  man  looked  after  her  in  astonishment, 
muttering : 

"Tridy  the  ways  of  women  pass  a  man's  un- 
derstanding. Kow  have  I  angered  her  by 
praising  our  lady  and  mistress  ?" 

But  now  came  the  pestilence,  which  in  three 
terrible  months  carried  oft"  half  of  the  little  band 
of  Pilgrims,  leaving  barely  fifty  alive  when  it 
passed  away.  Day  after  day,  Avlien  Carver  and 
his  two  assistants  returned  from  laboring  with, 
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or  in  the  service  of  the  sick,  they  had  a  new 
story  of  death  or  disease  to  relate,  and  Dame 
Katherine,  her  sweet  eyes  overbrimming  with 
tears,  Avould  hasten  from  her  own  household 
duties  to  such  offices  at  the  bedside  of  her 
neighbors  as  she  could  with  her  slender  strength 
perform,  until  she  herself  was  stricken  down ; 
and  Carver,  returning  home  at  night,  found  her 
and  Desire  Minter  stretched  upon  their  beds 
and  groaning  with  pain,  while  in  the  next  room 
Roger  Wilder  and  the  little  Jasper  lay  dead, 
the  boy  William  and  the  maid-servant  being  in 
almost  as  bad  case  in  the  loft  above. 

"Here  is  work  enow  for  us  at  home,  John," 
said  the  Governor,  sadly.  "And  if  we  could 
but  have  a  woman's  help — " 

"  John  Tillie  and  his  wife  died  yesterday,  and 
Edward,  his  brother,  and  his  wife  are  dead  to- 
day, and  Hencrie  Sampson  and  Humility  Coper 
are  better,  so  that  Elizabeth  Tilhe  has  naught 
to  do  at  home  but  mourn,  and  might  come 
hither,  if  Mistress  Carver  wills  it,"  suggested 
John  Howland,  his  hand  upon  the  door-latch. 

"Go  and  ask  her  to  come,  John,"  replied  the 
Governor,  his  wistful  gaze  fixed  upon  the  flushed 
face  of  his  darling. 

And  Elizabeth,  Aviping  the  tears  of  orphan- 
hood from  her  eyes,  came  at  John  Howland's 
bidding ;  and  they  two  nursed  not  only  Kath- 
erine and  the  others,  but  the  Governor  himself, 
who  shortly  after  fell  sick,  more  of  weariness 
and  over-eftbrt  than  of  the  disease,  which  at 
last  left  only  seven  persons  able  to  perform  the 
offices  for  all  the  sick  and  dying  and  dead  about 
them. 

But  with  the  sharp  spring  winds  came  a 
change.  The  pestilence  passed,  and  its  vic- 
tims crawled  out  into  the  pale  sunshine,  and, 
finding  some  uncertain  strength  returning  to 
their  gaunt  frames,  applied  it  to  the  great  task, 
still  scarce  begun,  of  building  a  home  in  this  wil- 
derness for  themselves  and  their  children. 

Among  these  laborers  was  Carver,  who,  still 
feeble  from  long  illness  and  anxious  attendance 
upon  his  wife,  who  was  now  in  a  measure  re- 
stored to  health,  daily  led  forth  the  laborers, 
under  the  direction  of  Squanto,  an  Indian,  who 
alone  surviving  the  pestilence  which  had  some 
years  before  desolated  this  region,  still  lingered 
about  his  birth-place,  and  became  very  service- 
able to  its  new  inhabitants.  Squanto  it  was 
who  taught  his  pale-faced  friends  how  and  when 
to  sow  their  scanty  crop  of  corn,  where  to  catch 
fish,  how  to  net  the  abundant  shoals  of  herring 
with  which  to  dress  the  poor  and  exhausted 
soil,  and  many  another  savage  art,  known  and 
practiced  by  his  fathers  upon  this  very  spot  for 
centuries  before  the  Pilgrims,  or  even  Colum- 
bus, saw  the  shores  of  the  New  World. 

Squanto  too  it  was  who  brought  his  adopted 
chief,  Massasoit,  to  make  a  treaty  with  the  white 
men,  and  later  on  Avarned  them  of  hostilities 
meditated  against  them  by  the  Narragansets, 
and  other  hostile  tribes  and  factions,  proving 
himself  from  first  to  last  their  firm  and  faith- 
ful friend.    Squanto  too  it  was  who,  opening 


the  door  of  the  Governor's  cabin  while  the  fam- 
ily sat  at  breakfast, 'stepped  lightly  inside,  and 
said,  in  the  broken  Enghsh  he  had  rapidly  ac- 
quired : 

"Good-morning,  master.  Want  plant  corn 
again  to-day  ?" 

"Yes,  Squanto,  yes.  We  must  be  up  and 
doing — must  labor  while  it  is  yet  day,  for  the 
night  cometh — 

And  not  finishing  his  sentence,  the  Governor 
stood  still  in  the  middle  of  the  floor,  fastening 
a  strange  look  upon  his  Avife,  Avho  felt  it,  and 
rising,  came  tOAvard  him,  inquiring  tenderly  : 

"  John,  must  you  Avork  so  hard  again  to-day  ? 
You  are  not  yet  strong  from  that  terrible  ill- 
ness, and  you  overAvrought  yesterday." 

"Dear  heart,  be  not  alarmed.  It  is  my 
place  to  set  a  good  example  to  my  brothers, 
and  the  Lord  Avill  uphold  his  servants.  Come, 
John,  Squanto  is  already  gone." 

But  John  lingered  still,  until  he  could  say  to 
Katherine,  unobserved  by  her  husband  : 

"I  Avill  stay  by  his  side,  dame,  and  lighten 
his  burdens  if  I  may,  and  though  he  look  some- 
thing pale  and  meagre,  he  has  the  strength  and 
spirit  of  tAvo  yet  in  him." 

"  I  thank  you,  John,  and  I  trust  him  to  you 
for  so  much  as  he  Avill  allow  you  to  do  ;  but  it 
is  this  very  spirit  that  leads  him  on  enterprises 
beyond  even  his  strength." 

"I  Avill  do  my  best,  dame,"  repeated  John, 
mournfully,  and  hastened  to  folloAv  his  master 
to  the  field ;  Avhile  Elizabeth  Tillie,  AA'atching  the 
private  conference,  bit  her  lip,  turned  red  and 
pale  by  turns,  and  finally  left  the  room,  mutter- 
ing : 

"  I  knoAv  not  Avhat  to  think  of  this  saint-Avor- 
ship.    No — not  I." 

III. 

The  April  day  rose  soft  and  sAveet,  but  rap- 
idly increasing  in  heat  as  the  hours  marched 
on,  arrived  near  noon  at  the  sultry  fervor  of 
July.  Such  another  day  as  that  famous  19th 
of  April,  a  hundred  and  fifty  years  later,  when 
the  British,  retreating  from  Concord  and  Lex- 
ington, beneath  the  fire  of  every  stone-Avall, 
dropped  exhausted  in  their  march,  overcome 
as  much  by  the  intense  heat  as  by  their  ene- 
mies or  their  OAvn  panic. 

"Truly  if  this  is  the  spring,  Avhat  shall  Ave 
expect  of  summer  Aveather  ?"  panted  the  chol- 
eric Captain,  as  he-vigorously  broke  the  matted 
sod  Avith  his  heaA'y  hoe.  Beside  him  toiled 
Winslow  and  Carver,  side  by  side,  John  Hoav- 
land  close  at  the  Governor's  right  hand.  Both, 
all  three  indeed,  had  been  gently  nurtured  ;  all 
Avere  of  the  class  Avhose  habits  inure  to  luxury 
rather  than  to  toil ;  but  no  three  men  among 
the  tAventy  or  thirty  laboring  beneath  that 
scorching  sun  kept  CA'en  pace  A\'ith  these  that 
day.  It  is  not  the  large-boned,  heavy-limbed 
draught-horse  Avho  bursts  his  heart  in  volun- 
tary emulation  or  endeavor,  but  the  fiery  thor- 
ough-bred, AA'hose  superb  muscle  and  sensitive 
nerve  are  but  the  electric  Avires  betAveen  his 
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noble  spirit  and  his  wonderful  deeds ;  and 
among  men,  the  heroes  and  martyrs  are  not 
they  who  simply  do  their  duty,  but  those  who 
see  in  duty  only  the  broad  foundation  of  aspira- 
tion and  endeavor. 

The  sun  had  reached  its  meridian,  and  al- 
ready some  of  the  toilers  straightened  their 
bowed  backs,  and  glanced  at  their  cumbrous 
watches,  when  John  Howland,  about  to  request 
his  master  to  follow  their  example,  saw  his  face 
turn  deadly  white,  then  flush  of  a  dark  red, 
while  his  eyes  glared  wildly,  and  one  trembling 
hand  wavered  uncertainly  toward  his  head,  then 
grasped  wildly  at  the  air.  The  arms  of  the 
young  man  were  already  about  him,  and  Mas- 
ter Winslow,  seeing  his  comrade's  case,  threw 
off  the  sick  dizziness  besetting  him  also,  and 
came  to  Howland's  help. 

"It  is  a  return  of  the  sickness,"  said  one. 

"  Nay,  it  is  a  flow  of  blood  upon  the  brain," 
cried  another. 

"It  is  a  sun-stroke.  The  great  heat  hath 
been  too  much  for  his  weakened  condition," 
said  John,  tremulously.  "But  let  us  get  him 
home  to — nay,  who  shall  warn  the  poor  wife  of 
the  terrible  calamity  that  hath  befallen  her  and 
us?  You,  Master  Winslow?  Where  is  the 
Elder  ?" 

"He  went  home  with  a  bitter  pain  in  his 
head  an  hour  or  more  agone,"  said  one  of  the 
men ;  while  Winslow,  kneeling  beside  the  in- 
sensible body  of  his  comrade  and  chiefest  friend, 
groaned  aloud. 

"  I  can  not,  John  ;  no,  I  can  not.  This  new 
cross  is  bitterer  than  all  the  rest,  and  I  lie 
crushed  beneath  it.  Oh,  my  friend,  my  friend, 
my  more  than  brother!  The  hand  of  the  Lord 
is  very  sore  upon  us  this  day ! " 

"Then  it  is  I  who  must  bear  the  tidings!" 
exclaimed  Howland,  in  a  voice  of  anguish. 
"  Tarry  for  yet  a  few  moments,  friends,  then 
bear  him  home,  and  I  will  hasten  forward  to 
prepare — " 

The  next  Avords  were  smothered  in  the  great 
sob  that  all  unconsciously  rose  in  the  young 
man's  throat,  and  then  he  sped  away,  running 
as  fast  toward  the  scene  he  dreaded  scarcely 
less  than  death  as  ever  hastened  guest  to  joy- 
ous festival. 

The  frugal  dinner  was  already  upon  the  board 
as  Howland  entered  the  house,  and  Elizabeth 
Tillie  was  putting  the  last  touches  to  the  little 
decorations  Avith  Avhich  she  had  learned  to  em- 
bellish these  simple  feasts.  She  turned  as  she 
heard  the  familiar  step,  but  stopped  short  in 
the  cheerful  greeting  that  first  rose  to  her  lips, 
and  stood  staring  into  the  ghastly  face  of  the 
messenger,  the  rich  color  slowly  fading  out  of 
her  own, 

"What  is  it?  Oh,  John,  what  has  happen- 
ed ?"  gasped  she. 

"Where  is  the  mistress?  I  must  see  her 
this  moment." 

"She  went  to  lie  down  quite  worn  out  but 
now.    What  is  it  ?    Hath  aught  befallen — " 

But  at  this  moment  the  door  from  the  inner 
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room  suddenly  opened,  and  Katherine  Carver 
stood  before  them,  a  smile  upon  her  lips. 

"  Truly,  dear  Bess,  I  am  but  a  loiterer—"  be- 
gan she.  But  J ohn  Howland,  stepping  forward, 
took  her  passive  hand  in  his,  and  leading  her  to 
the  great  arm-chair,  seated  her  therein,  saying, 
sadly  : 

"Dear  mistress,  I  am  the  bearer  of  ill  tid- 
ings ;  but  I  beseech  you  not  to  be  utterly  dis- 
mayed, for  the  Lord  yet  reigneth,  and  He  will 
guide  His  own." 

"  My  husband !    Is  he—" 

"No,  dear  lady,  he  yet  lives ;  but  he  is  very, 
very  ill — stricken  down  but  now,  even  at  niv 
side." 

"And  you  promised  to  guard,  to  save  him ! 
Oh,  false  friend  and  careless  servant,  who  did 
not  see  that  this  was  coming  upon  him — did 
not  w^arn  him,  save  him  !" 

"  Nay,  dame,  what  man  can  foresee  the  hand 
of  the  Almighty,  or  guard  against  his  decrees — " 
began  Elizabeth,  half  indignantly.  But  How- 
land silenced  her  with  a  look,  and  turned  again 
to  the  bereaved  and  almost  desperate  woman, 
who  was  rising  from  the  chair,  casting  an  in- 
dignant and  contemptuous  look  upon  him,  and 
moving  toward  the  door;  but  Howland  threw 
himself  in  her  path,  crying  : 

"  Dear  lady,  go  not  forth  to  meet  them !  The 
feet  of  them  who  bear  him  hither  are  already  at 
the  door.  Dear,  dear  mistress,  be  strong,  be 
steadfast;  arm  thy  soul  with  courage  such  as 
it' hath  already  shown  among  us.  Oh,  beloved 
mistress,  he  is  sorely,  sorely  ill!" 

"  He  is  dead — tell  me  the  truth  !"  demanded 
Katherine,  hoarsely — but  still  she  tottered  to- 
ward the  door. 

"  Not  dead,  but  smitten  very  sorely.  They 
are  here.  Elizabeth,  where  shall  he  be  laid? 
Rest  upon  this  chair,  mistress ;  cover  thine  eyes, 
and  pray  for  strength  ;  for  verily  thy  need  is  at 
the  greatest." 

"  Lay  him  upon  his  own  bed,  his  marriage- 
bed,  the  bed  where  I,  his  widow,  will  lay  me 
down  to  die,"  whispered  Katherine,  shuddering 
from  head  to  foot,  and  suffering  herself  to  be 
put  gently  back  into  the  deep  chair  as  tlie  shad- 
ow of  those  who  bore  her  husband  home  fell 
across  the  sunny  room.  Then  came  the  sol- 
emn, heavy  footfalls,  the  suppressed  question 
and  answer,  the  passage  of  that  mournful  group ; 
and  then  they  laid  him  down,  a  dying  man, 
upon  the  bed  his  death  should  widow.  Then 
Katherine,  pushing  aside  the  trembling  hands 
that  Avould  have  detained  her,  arose  and  follow- 
ed, saying,  in  a  voice  no  longer  like  her  OAvn : 

"  It  is  my  right.    Let  be  ;  I  am  his  wife." 

And  she  and  Elizabeth  ministered  to  him  as 
best  they  might,  the  maid  weeping  and  shiver- 
ing, but  she,  the  wife,  with  a  rigid  calm  of  face 
and  manner  awful  to  those  who  looked  upon 
her. 

"He  Avill  never  speak  again— lie  Avill  scarce 
outlive  the  day,"  murmured  Standish,  who  was 
reputed  to  have  more  knowledge  of  leech-craft 
than  the  rest.    And  John  Howland,  listening, 
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shook  his  head,  and  looked  with  eyes  of  anguish 
at  the  wife,  who,  pale  and  cold  as  marble,  stood 
holding  one  of  the  icy  hands,  her  stony  gaze 
fixed  upon  the  deathly  face.  The  brave  and 
gentle  soldier  caught  the  glance  and  followed  it, 
then  moved  toward  Dame  Katherine's  side,  and 
took  her  other  hand. 

"  Sister,"  said  he,  ''you  spoke  words  of  mar- 
velous comfort  to  me  when  Rose  Standish  died 
three  months  agone.  Think  upon  them  now, 
for  I  can  speak  none  half  so  sv/eet  or  wise." 

But  Katherine  never  moved  her  eyes  from 
their  set  gaze,  or  changed  her  frozen  calm,  al- 
though she  muttered : 

"Let  be  ;  I  am  his  wife." 

"As  Rose  was  mine :  but  God  took  her,  and 
you  bid  me  bow  before  his  judgment.  You 
told  me  she  was  safe  and  hapjjy  now — " 

"I  prithee  peace,  friend!  Vex  not  mine 
ears  with  words  whose  meaning  I  can  not  guess. 
Ob,  leave  me,  all  of  you — leave  me  with  my  hus- 
band— my  husband !" 

And  with  a  wild  sob  she  flung  herself  upon 
her  knees,  and  buried  her  face  one  moment ;  but 
as  a  fiiint  moan  broke  from  the  lips  of  the  dying 
man  she  rose,  and  stooping  toward  liim,  seemed 
to  still  even  her  own  breathing,  lest  by  emotion 
she  should  shake  ever  so  lightly  those  last  few 
grains  not  yet  run  out  of  Death's  hour-glass. 

But  it  was  not  until  three  more  days  had 
passed  that  the  noble  and  heroic  Carver  drew 
his  last  painful  breath,  and  passed  from  beneath 
the  cross  to  receive  the  crown  he  so  well  had 
earned. 

"  Our  brother  sleepeth  in  the  Lord,"  solemn- 
ly announced  the  reverend  Elder  Brewster,  who 
watched  beside  the  bedside  of  tlie  dying  man ; 
and  then  he  turned  to  Katherine  and  laid  a 
hand  upon  her  arm,  saying  : 

"Come  away,  daughter;  thy  work  is  ended 
here.  Come  and  pray  for  comfort  to  Him  who 
alone  can  give  it." 

But  breaking  from  his  hold  the  bereaved  and 
stricken  woman,  with  one  wild  cry  of  such  agony 
as  few  are  called  to  endure,  fell  prostrate  upon 
the  bed,  her  head  upon  that  heart  which  had 
pillowed  it  so  tenderly  and  so  faithfully  through 
the  bright  brief  years  of  her  wifehood,  and 
never,  never  had  met  her  with  coldness  or 
with  silence  until  now. 

"My  husband;  oh,  my  own;  my  treasure; 
my  darling  ;  my  life  !  My  husband,  my  hus- 
band!" And  clinging  there  she  swooned  so 
utterly,  and  so  long,  that  they  thought  she  too 
had  died.  But  after  weary  hours  of  waiting, 
and  of  unceasing  effort,  those  who  watched 
beside  her  saw  her  eyes  open  slowly,  at  first 
with  only  a  heavy  unconscious  sadness  in  their 
depths,  across  which  presently  shot  a  gleam  of 
sharpest  anguish,  and  then  the  dull  apathy  of 
hopeless  suffering.  It  was  John  Howland  who 
first  ventured  to  address  her,  and  he  said  : 

"God  be  praised,  dear  mistress,  that  you 
have  come  back  to  us,  else  had  we  been  like 
lost  children  indeed,  lacking  both  a  father's  guid- 
ance and  a  mother's  love." 


I  But  Katherine  only  moaned,  and  turned  her 
face  upon  the  pillow,  where  it  lay  for  hours 
cold  and  white  and  still,  as  that  of  the  husband 
sleeping  his  last  sleep  upon  his  marriage-bed  in 
the  room  beyond. 

IV. 

The  funeral  over,  William  Bradford,  upon 
whom,  as  men  already  whispered,  should  de- 
volve the  governorship  of  the  little  colony,  and 
the  personal  supervision  of  its  private  as  Avell 
as  public  interests,  came  to  see  the  Avidow  ;  and 
after  certain  wise  and  kindly  sayings,  mingled 
with  exhortations  to  resignation,  or  at  least  sub- 
mission, whose  only  fault  was  that  they  were 
somewhat  hard  and  strong  fdr  the  nature  to 
which  he  would  adapt  them,  the  Governor-elect 
inquired : 

"And  how  will  it  suit  you  to  live,  Mistress 
Carver?  Will  you  continue  here,  Avith  John 
Howland  and  Elizabeth  Tillie  for  coni]jany,  or 
Avould  it  be  easier  for  you  to  be  conjoined  with 
the  fragments  of  some  other  broken  family,  as 
hath  been  done  already  in  several  cases  ?" 

"I  Avill  stay  here  in  the  home  which  my  hus- 
band made,  and  where  he  died ;  and  if  these 
will  tarry  with  me — " 

"I,  for  one,  will  tarry  with  you,  mistress, 
until  you  send  me  from  you,"  said  John  How- 
land, his  honest  eyes  fixed  upon  the  delicate 
face  of  the  young  widow,  and  his  own  cheeks 
glowing  with  eagerness.  AVilliam  Bradford 
looked  scrutinizingly  at  the  young  man,  and 
drew  his  eyebrows  deeper  above  his  keen  eyes, 
as  if  to  shield  the  thought  suddenly  arising  be- 
hind them.  In  the  ]\[ayJloiver^  which  some  two 
weeks  before  this  date  had  sailed  for  home, 
went  a  letter  from  William  Bradford  to  Alice 
Southworth,  his  early  love,  telling  her  that  he 
was  a  widower,  and  beseeching  her  to  come  out 
to  him  as  his  second  wife,  and  not  yet  four 
months  had  rolled  over  the  Avatery  grave  of 
poor  Dorothy  May,  so  that  the  mind  of  him 
Avho  had  been  her  husband  Avould  not  naturally 
be  startled  OA'crmuch  at  thought  of  second  nup- 
tials somewhat  speedily  arranged. 

"Thank  you,  friend,"  said  Katherine,  gen- 
tly ;  "  I  shall  not  long  keep  you  from  gayer  com- 
pany." 

"I  pray  thee,  mistress — "  began  John,  and 
stopped.    Bradford  took  up  the  Avord  : 

"Nay,  dame,  such  intimations  are  but  rebell- 
ious, or,  at  the  least,  Aveak  and  coAvardly.  You 
Avill  doubtless  live  out  the  days  appointed  for 
you,  and  it  may  be  that  the  affliction  which  to- 
day seems  to  touch  your  A'ery  life,  Avill  in  time 
become  but  a  chastened  memory,  above  Avhich 
may  be  built  the  structure  of  a  fair,  ncAV  life." 

Neither  of  his  hearers  replied,  and  after  a 
fcAV  more  Avords  Bradford  arose  to  go.  How- 
land left  the  house  Avith  him,  and  as  the  two 
AA^alked  down  the  steep  street  tOAvard  the  Avater- 
side,  the  elder  said  : 

"We  Avho  are  men,  friend  HoAvland,  are 
bound  to  protect  and  guide  the  Aveaker  vessels 
Avho  are  conjoined  Avith  us,  and  it  has  become 
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your  especial  duty,  it  would  seem,  to  have  a 
care  for  this  sad  and  weeping  sister  of  ours. 
Should  it  even  seem  as  if  this  end  could  best 
be  reached  by  a  marriage  between  you  two,  I 
for  one  should  consider  such  marriage  a  wise 
and  advisable  step.  It  is  much  for  the  inter- 
ests of  the  colony  that  every  man  should  rear 
a  family  to  succeed  to  his  work  and  his  posses- 
sions ;  and  also  that  women,  bereaved  of  their 
natural  protectors,  should  receive  others  as  soon 
as  may  be.  It  is  needless  to  say  more  at  pres- 
ent upon  these  matters.  You  apprehend  my 
meaning  and  my  object  in  speaking  to  you  at 
this  time  ?" 

"Yes,  Sir.  You  thought  I  should  have  con- 
sidered such  a  hope  too  wild  and  too  high,  and 
should  have  crushed  rather  than  encouraged 
any  yearning  I  might  find  in  my  heart  toward 
a  lady  so  far  above  me — " 

"No  man  in  this  desert  is  above  another!" 
sternly  interposed  Bradford.  "  Did  not  we 
leave  all  that  was  easy  and  comfortable  and 
dear,  all  save  our  own  souls  and  those  of  our 
wives  and  children,  and  brave  a  thousand  deaths, 
that  we  might  also  leave  behind  us  the  vanities 
and  godless  rule  of  the  Old  World  ?  Each  man, 
and  each  woman  too,  stands  here  to-day  as 
he  shall  one  day  stand  before  God,  answering 
only  for  himself,  founded  only  upon  himself, 
worthy  of  respect  or  love  only  from  his  own 
deeds  and  efforts." 

So  spake  the  Governor  of  the  infant  republic 
dropped  like  an  acorn  upon  the  shores  of  the 
New  World,  and  destined  one  day  to  develop 
into  the  oak  whose  roots  grapple  the  round 
earth,  and  whose  crest  rises  free  and  glorious 
in  the  light  of  the  rising  and  the  setting  sun. 

Returning  homeward  John  Howland  met 
Elizabeth  Tillie,  who  had  been  present,  al- 
though silent,  during  Bradford's  visit  to  her 
friend  and  mistress.  Dame  Carver.  She  paused 
as  John  was  about  to  pass  her,  compelling  him 
to  do  the  same. 

"You  staid  not  long  at  the  water-side,"  be- 
gan she. 

"No;  we  did  but  go  to  look  at  the  fare  of 
fish  the  men  took  this  morning.  It  is  a  goodly 
one." 

"Ah  !  And  did  you  hear  news  of  the  mar- 
riage that  is  to  be?" 

HoAvland  started  and  turned  pale.  Eliza- 
beth, watching  him  narrowly,  tossed  her  head 
and  bit  her  lip,  and,  before  he  could  reply,  con- 
tinued : 

"Nay ;  I  know  not  why  it  should  go  so  near 
your  heart,  seeing  the  bride  is  to  be  the  widow 
Susannah  White,  whose  good  man  died  but 
two  months  since  ;  while  Mas^;er  Edward  Wins- 
low,  who  is  to  marry  her,  buried  his  wife  Eliza- 
beth four  weeks  agone  come  Monday.  It  is 
the  fashion  of  the  colony,  you  see,  to  bury  a 
man's  memory  along  with  his  bones ;  and  the 
first  decays  sooner  than  the  last.  I  think  not 
overmuch  of  widows  like  that,  even  though 
Master  Bradford  lend  himself  to  make  the 
match." 
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"  It  is  not  well  to  judge  too  hardly  of  our 
brethren,  Elizabeth—"  began  the  young  man, 
in  a  troubled  voice  ;  but  the  girl  snatched  the 
word  from  his  lips. 

"Lest  Ave  make  for  ourselves  a  law  against 
our  own  inclinations,"  said  she,  sharply ;  and, 
without  waiting  for  reply,  kept  on  her  way,  leav- 
ing Howland  to  slowly  and  thoughtfully  climb 
the  hill  and  enter  the  house,  where  he  found 
Katherine  still  seated  as  he  had  left  her  in  the 
Governor's  great  chair,  her  pale  face  laid  against 
the  back,  and  the  great  tears  slowly  gathering 
upon  her  lashes  and  rolling  over  her  thin  white 
cheek.  The  young  man  stood  looking  at  her 
for  a  moment,  then  slowly  approached,  and 
stood  close  beside,  but  without  touching  her. 

"  Dear  mistress,  your  sorrow  breaks  my  heart. 
If  I  could  soothe  it  in  any  fashion — if  the  knowl- 
edge that  one  .man  at  least  would  give  all  else 
to  pleasure  you  and  bring  you  comfort — " 

"  Thanks,  good  friend,  and  more  than  thanks. 
I  know  that  you  would  think  any  trouble  light, 
if  by  it  you  could  ease  mine ;  but  oh,  John,  it 
is  my  life  that  is  crushed,  my  heart  that  is 
broken ;  and  for  that  trouble  what  balm  can 
even  your  kind  and  brotherly  affection  devise  ? 
Stay  with  me  until  the  end,  John,  and  soothe  my 
dying  bed  as  you  did  his — no  more  is  possible." 

"I  will  never  leave  you  while  we  two  live, 
Katherine,"  said  the  young  man,  solemnly; 
and  between  those  two  full  hearts  fell  a  deep 
silence,  broken  only  by  the  sound  of  the  stormy 
Avaves  lashing  the  shore  hard  by,  and  the  sol- 
emn voice  of  the  clock  telling  of  Time  speeding 
momently  tOAvard  Eternity. 

V. 

Another  month  passed  over,  and  May  was 
softening  into  June,  AAdien  Governor  Bradford, 
meeting  Howland  a  little  Avay  from  the  tOAvn, 
abruptly  inquired : 

"HoAv  is  Mistress  CarA'er  now,  and  hoAv 
comes  on  thy  Avooing,  man  ?" 

"  My  mistress  is  but  poorly,  Sir ;  and  I  have 
never  dared  intrude  such  a  thought  as  that  of 
another  marriage  upon  her  sorroAv,"  replied 
John,  Avith  such  a  change  of  color  that  the 
elder  shrcAvdly  remarked : 

"But  you  have  thought  upon  it  yourself, 
and  the  idea  is  a  marvelously  sAveet  one  to 
your  mind. " 

"I  can  not  deny  so  much.  Sir,  but — " 

"Leave  'but'  to  keep  company  Avith  perad- 
venture,  and  go  home  and  speak  your  mind  to 
the  AvidoAV.  You  are  but  a  young  man,  and 
knoAV  not  women  as  your  elders  do,  John. 
They  love  to  be  importuned,  and  persuaded, 
and  urged  even  against  their  OAvn  commands. 
Many  a  man  has  lost  his  chance  from  too 
great  a  modesty  and  distrust  of  his  own  Avortli, 
like  our  gallant  Captain  Avith  Priscilla  Mullins. 
Go  you  home  and  ask  Dame  Carver  to  promise 
to  become  Dame  HoAvland  by-and-by,  and  you 
shall  see  that  the  roses  Avill  bloom  again  upon 
her  cheek,  and  the  tears  dry  from  lier  eyes.  I 
fain  Avould  see  that  matter  settled." 
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And  the  Governor,  assuming  a  little  more 
than  his  usual  dignity,  as  if  to  compensate  for 
the  frivolous  nature  of  the  discourse  in  which 
he  had  just  indulged,  strode  up  the  Burying 
Hill  to  search  the  offing  for  the  ship  of  sup- 
plies then  anxiously  expected,  and  Howlaud 
meditatively  pursued  his  way. 

"It  is  all  but  hopeless,  and  yet — it  might 
give  a  change  to  her  gloomy  thoughts  at  least," 
said  he ;  and  finding  Katherine  alone,  sitting, 
as  was  her  wont,  in  the  great  chair,  her  hands 
locked  upon  her  lap,  her  sad  eyes  fixed  upon 
them,  and  an  air  of  abstraction  and  melancholy 
veiling  her  from  head  to  foot  like  a  garment, 
he  seated  himself  beside  her  and  gently  said : 

"  Dear  ladv,  I  wish  that  I  might  see  you  less 
sad."  . 

Katherine  looked  up  with  a  wan  smile. 

"I  am  not  so  sad  as  I  have  been,  John." 

"  God  be  praised  if  your  sorrow  is  lightened." 

"God  be  praised  that  He  is  answering  my 
prayer." 

"Your  prayer  for  resignation  ?" 

"Nay,  but  to  be  allowed  to  follow  him  who 
hath  gone  before." 

"  You  do  not  mean  that  you  would  die!"  ex- 
claimed the  young  man,  turning  pale.  A  gen- 
tle smile  alone  replied  to  him,  and,  covering 
his  face  with  his  hands,  he  groaned  aloud. 

"  Nay,  John,  why  grieve  that  I  am  at  last  to 
be  happy  once  more,  after  so  many  days  of  suf- 
fering and  despair  ?" 

"Because — oh  mistress  of  my  heart  and  my 
life — because  I  love  you  with  all  the  strength 
that  is  in  me,  and  have  loved  you  since  first 
you  spoke  to  me  that  black  day  long  since,  Avhen 
I  did  but  wait  until  you  should  be  gone  before 
I  drowned  myself ;  and  you  it  was  who  saved 
me  and  made  a  man  of  me,  and  brought  me 
hither,  and  I  worshiped  you  saint-wise,  nor 
thought  of  earthly  love  until  now  that  you  are 
all  alone  in  the  world,  and  I  at  least  might 
stand  between  you  and  suffering  and  want ; 
and  oh,  Katherine,  if  all  the  love  and  all  the 
worship  that  are  possible  from  man  to  woman 
would  move  you — if  the  thought  that  you  were 
leading  me  heavenward  day  by  day,  if — " 

"Oh,  stop  —  stop!  Cruel,  false,  unfaithful 
that  you  are,  how  dare  you  thus  insult  my  wife- 
hood !  How  dare  you  think  of  me  or  speak  to 
m.e  as  other  than  John  Carver's  faithful  wife, 
whom  God  hath  for  her  sins  divided  from  him 
for  a  while,  and  after  will  bring  into  his  pres- 
ence for  an  eternity  of  bliss  ?  Oh  !  John  How- 
land,  you  have  bitterly  disappointed  me,  for  I 
did  think  that  in  you  I  had  a  true  and  trusty 
friend  and  brother  ;  and  now — " 

"And  now  you  hate  and  despise  me,  and 
will  withdraw  even  the  liking  and  the  confi- 
dence that  you  have  entertained  for  me  so  far," 
broke  in  the  young  man,  bitterly. 

"  But  how  could  you,  John — how  should  you 
even  dream  of  such  a  matter?  And  I  had 
thought  to  see  you  wedded  to  Elizabeth  before 
I  died." 

"  Elizabeth  ?" 


"Yes,  Elizabeth  Tillie,  who  loves  you,  and 
has  loved  you  for  all  these  weary  months ;  and 
you  never  saw  it  ?" 

"Nay,  dame,  I  thought  not  of  her,  at  any 
rate,"  replied  Howland,  sadly  and  abstractedly. 
Mistress  Carver,  her  short  -  lived  indignation 
changing  to  milder  feelings,  sat  looking  at  him 
for  a  while,  then  said,  kindly  : 

"Think  not  overmuch  of  my  reproaches  but 
now.  I  might  as  well  have  answered  you  more 
kindly ;  for  you  did  not  mean  to  wound  me, 
and  I  am  not  so  rich  in  love  that  I  should  tram- 
ple upon  an  honest  heart,  though  it  may  be  that 
I  could  not  so  much  as  think  of  accepting  it ; 
but,  John,  it  is  true  that  I  am  soon  to  leave 
you,  and  I  fain  would  see  the  two  I  love  best 
happy  together  before  I  die.  John,  you  said 
you  would  do  much  for  my  pleasure." 

"God  knows  I  would,  Katherine,"  groaned 
the  young  man. 

"  Then  will  you  marry  Elizabeth?" 

"  Oh,  mistress,  will  no  less  satisfy  you?" 

"Naught  else  would  give  me  half  the  yjleas- 
ure,  or  add  to  the  delight  I  have  in  following 
my  husband." 

A  long  silence  followed,  and  then  John  How- 
land  laid  his  cold  and  trembling  hand  upon  his 
mistress's  knee. 

"I  am  all  yours,  lady,"  said  he.  "Do  Avith 
me  as  will  best  pleasure  yourself," 

"Thank  you,  dear  friend.  Shall  I  speak  for 
you  to  Elizabeth  ?" 

"An  you  will.  But  profess  not  that  I  love 
her  other  than  as  a  kind  friend  and  sister.  Let 
her  not  mistake." 

"  I  shall  ask  her,  as  I  have  asked  you,  to  do 
this  for  the  love  and  satisfaction  of  a  dying  wo- 
man Avho  holds  you  two  dearer  than  any  now 
on  earth." 

And  forth  into  the  chill  and  damp  spring 
night  the  young  man  rushed,  and  Avandered  for 
hours,  wrestling  with  a  man's  strength  against 
his  own  rebellious  heart  and  disappointed  hope. 

Four  weeks  later  Elizabeth  called  her  be- 
trothed to  the  bedside  of  the  beloved  mistress, 
whom  now  all  confessed  to  be  a  dying  woman. 
She  hold  out  her  thin,  hot  hand,  and  looked 
into  his  face  with  a  tender  smile. 

"Dear  friend,  be  not  so  sad  and  downcast 
in  seeing  the  day  of  my  deliverance  at  hand.' 
Would  you  weep  if  you  saw  a  dear  sister  wed- 
ded to  the  man  she  loved?  And  I  go  to  re- 
join the  husband  dearer  than  any  bridegroom. 
But  first — for  still  will  the  cares  of  this  life  fol- 
low us  even  to  the  gates  of  the  next — first  I  fain 
would  see  my  poor  Bessie  happier  than  she  is. 
John,  you  do  not  love  her  overmuch." 

"I  strive  to  be  kind  to  her,  Katherine;  and 
I  did  ask  you  to  tell  her  at  the  first  that  I  was 
no  lover,"  rejilied  the  youth,  struggling  for  com- 
posure. 

"But,  John,  that  is  but  keeping  the  word 
and  breaking  the  spirit  of  your  promise  to  pleas- 
ure me  in  this  matter.-    I  would  see  you  love 
her  as  well  as  be  kind  to  her." 
1     "Oh,  Katherine,  you  are  very  hard,  very 
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cruel  with  me  !    You  know  that  your  word  is 
as  a  law  to  me,  and  you  are  pitiless  as  the 
grave ! " 
"John!" 

"Nay,  pardon  me!  I  am  but  a' savage  to 
speak  thus,  and  you  lying  there ;  but  oh,  Kath- 
erine,  if  you  had' bid  me  die  for  you,  it  had  been 
easier." 

"Yes,  dear  friend,  for  it  is  easiest  of  all  to 
die  when  one  is  called  to  prove  a  great  love ; 
and  so,  because  your  love  was  yet  greater  than 
enough  for  that  test,  I  have  put  it  to  a  sharper 
one,  and  asked  you  to  live  for  me — yes,  and  to 
be  happy,  and  to  make  another  happy,  and  all 
for  love  of  your  poor  heart-broken  sister,  who 
can  do  naught  for  you.  John,  did  I  count  too 
far  upon  that  love  of  yours  ?" 

"Dear  lady,  if  it  may  be  that  the  blessed 
spirits  look  down  from  heaven  upon  this  sad 
earth  of  ours,  you,  so  looking  down,  shall  see 
your  friend  Elizabeth  a  happy  and  an  honored 
wife — yes,  and  a  beloved  one  in  time,  if  love 
will  grow  by  care  and  will." 

"  i  would  fain  see  the  beginning  now,  if  it 
might  be.  Will  not  you  wed  her  here  at  my 
bedside  this  very  night,  for  I  doubt  me  if  I  see 
to-morrow's  sun." 

John  Howland  reverently  raised  the  wasted 
hand  he  held  to  his  lips.  It  was  the  first  ap- 
proach to  a  caress  he  had  ever  offered  to  the 
woman  he  so  passionately  loved,  and  it  was  also 
the  seal  of  the  abnegation  he  had  made  of  that 
forbidden  love.    Then  he  said  : 

"  I  will  speak  to  Elizabeth  and  to  the  magis- 
trate, and  all  shall  be  appointed  as  you  wish. 
I  will  go  this  moment ;  but — " 

"I  will  not  depart  before  you  return,  dear 
John,"  murmured  the  dying  woman,  reading 
his  thought ;  and  with  one  glance  of  anguish 
this  man,  whose  love,  as  Katherine  herself  had 
said,  was  greater  than  that  of  him  who  dieth 
for  his  friend,  went  out  to  do  her  bidding. 

When  he  returned,  Elizabeth,  pale  and  si- 
lent, sat  beside  the  bed.  Katherine  lay  with 
her  eyes  closed,  yet  not  asleep,  and,  as  he  en- 
tered, gently  asked : 

"  Has  Master  Winslow  come  ?" 

"Yes,  mistress;  he  is  waiting  in  the  outer 
room." 

"And  is  all  in  readiness,  Elizabeth?" 

"  All,  dear  mistress,  so  far  as  I  am  in  ques- 
tion." 

"And  you,  John?" 

"  I  am  ready,  mistress." 

"Then  hasten,  for  the  time  grows  short." 

Howland,  without  replying,  summoned  the 
magistrate,  and  in  a  few  minutes  more  he  had 
become  the  husband  of  Elizabeth  Tillie,  who, 
pale  and  silent,  loaked  as  little  like  a  bride  as 
he  like  a  bridegroom.  The  ceremony  over, 
and  Winslow  gone,  Katherine  called  the  two 
to  her  bedside,  and,  giving  a  hand  to  each, 
whispered  a  few  words  of  thanks  and  love ; 
then,  closing  her  eyes,  lay  still  and  silent,  un- 
til, as  the  beautiful  light  of  the  pure  morning 
broke  over  sea  and  sky,  touching  the  sombre 


forest  and  the  rugged  hills  with  glory,  and 
transforming  the  wilderness  of  waters  to  a 
golden  highway  leading  straight  from  earth  to 
heaven,  Katherine  Carver's  faithful  soul  went 
gently  forth,  seeking  reunion  with  its  mate, 
and  entering,  as  who  shall  doubt,  into  that 
eternal  joy  of  which  the  purest  and  the  hap- 
piest earthly  love  is  but  a  dim  reflection. 

John  Howland  and  his  wife  lingered  beside 
her  grave  Avhen  all  else  were  gone — she  weep- 
ing, he  still  and  self-contained.  All  at  once 
she  said : 

"You  loved  her  better  than  me,  John,  and 
you  married  me  to  pleasure  her." 

The  husband  was  silent  for  a  while,  then 
passing  his  arm  around  his  wife's  waist  he  soft- 
ly said  : 

"And  as  we  both  of  us  loved  her,  and  she 
loved  both  of  us,  that  love  shall  be  a  holy  tie 
between  us,  Elizabeth,  and  out  of  it  shall  grow 
a  happy  and  a  loving  life,  if  you  will  help  me 
to  cultivate  it." 

"And  all  for  love  of  her?"  persisted  Eliza- 
beth. 

"  She  is  now  an  angel  in  heaven,  and  you 
are  my  wife,  and  all  that  I  have  on  earth  to 
love  me  or  to  love.  Elizabeth,  will  you  love 
me,  and  help  me  try  to  make  a  happy  life  out 
of  this  our  great  sorrow?" 

And  the  young  Avife  laid  her  hand  silently  in 
his,  and  they  two  went  down  the  Burying  Hill 
together,  and  home  to  the  lonely  house. 
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O  Aktel,  tricksy  aud  dainty, 

You  spirit  of  finest  air, 
That  was  given  tlie  first  man  Adam 

Tlie  breatii  of  his  month  to  bear ; 
Well  suited  the  pair  in  Eden 

Your  happy,  wandering  will ; 
But  the  world  is  wider  and  madder, 

Aud  you  are  a  trifier  still. 

O  Hermes,  with  winged  sandals, 

O  teacher  of  tongues  and  arts ; 
That  came  to  the  craving  nations 

As  the  world  grew  in  their  hearts; 
Unbarring  the  gates  of  learning 

To  stores  for  the  people's  need, 
And  teaching  the  cloistered  bookmen 

To  write  for  the  world  to  read. 

Fly  swiftly  the  wide  earth  over, 

O  Hermes,  whose  feet  are  wings ! 
Before  you  the  darkness  lightens, 

Behind  you  the  desert  sings. 
But  the  world  spins  faster  and  faster, 

And  blessing  must  strive  with  ban, 
And  where  shall  we  find  a  swifter 

To  carry  the  words  of  man  ? 

On  him  iu  the  latter  stages 

(And  his  signals  all  are  dumb) 
The  train  of  the  thundering  ages. 

The  ends  of  the  wH)rld,  are  come. 
Forth  on  the  wild  steam-horses 

lie  rides  to  the  last  aftVay ; 
But  whom  shall  he  .«cnd  before  him, 

And  who  shall  prci)are  his  way? 

His  cry  came  up  to  the  Watcher 

That  sits  for  the  help  of  men. 
And  He  said,  "I  must  t-cnd  another, 

Or  the  world  must  halt  agani." 
So  He  sought  in  the  host  of  spirits 

The  spirit  that  swifK'st  ran, 
And  "Go,"  He  said  to  the  Lightning, 

"Aud  carry  the  words  of  mau  !" 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

DITCHLEY  opened  its  eyes  -wide  with  un- 
feigned astonishment  when  it  learned  that 
its  sometime  curate  was  suddenly  transformed 
into  the  Reverend  Edward  Scanlan  of  Oldham 
Court,  master  of  a  fortune  Avhich,  even  allow- 
ing for  gossiping  exaggerations,  was  still  suf- 
ficient to  make  him  a  county  magnate  for  the 
rest  of  his  days.  True,  his  position  was  in  one 
sense  merely  nominal,  Mr,  Oldham  having  tak- 
en the  precaution  to  tie  the  fortune  safely  up 
in  the  hands  of  tAvo  trustees,  Dr.  Waters  and 
Mr.  Langliorne,  so  that  Mr.  Scanlan  had  little 
more  to  do  than  to  receive  twice  a  year  his  an- 
nual income,  while  the  principal  was  secured  to 
his  wife  and  children.  But  these  arrangements 
were  kept  private,  especially  by  himself ;  and 
he  burst  out,  full-blown,  as  the  ostensible  own- 
er of  one  of  the  finest  estates  and  most  pictur- 
esque mansions  in  the  county. 

Oldham  Court,  one  of  the  few  Elizabethan 
houses  now  remaining  in  England,  had  re- 
mained, almost  unaltered,  both  within  and 
without,  for  generations.  Its  late  possessor  had 
never  lived  in  it — but  had  carefully  preserved 
it,  just  as  it  was — letting  the  land  round  it  to  a 
gentleman-farmer,  and  by  good  management 
doubling  the  value  of  the  property.  The  house 
itself,  with  the  little  church  adjoining,  wherein 
slept  generations  of  Oldhams,  was  far  away 
from  town  or  village :  Ditchley,  eleven  miles 
oft',  being  its  nearest  link  to  civilization.  But 
it  sat  in  the  midst  of  a  lovely  country,  hilly 
though  not  bleak,  solitary  yet  not  dreary — the 
sort  of  region  to  which  any  lover  of  nature  is 
speedily  attracted,  and  loves  with  a  strong  ad- 
hesiveness that  people  who  live  in  streets  and 
squares,  or  in  neighborhoods  without  any  sali- 
ent characteristics,  can  not  in  the  least  under- 
stand. And  though  INIr.  Oldham  had  never 
resided  there — at  least  never  since  he  had  in- 
herited it — from  the  wording  of  his  last  will  he 
had  evidently  loved  it  much. 

In  his  will  he  expressly  desired  that  the 
Scanlans  should  immediately  remove  thither : 
that,  unless  upon  great  emergency,  it  should 
neither  be  sold  nor  rebuilt,  but  that  Mrs.  Scan- 
lan should  inhabit  it  just  as  it  was  as  long  as 
she  lived.  That,  in  short,  it  should  be  made 
into  the  family  home  of  a  new  family,  which 
should  replace  the  extinct  Oldhams. 

To  account  for  his  having  chosen  Mrs.  Scan- 
lan as  his  heiress,  various  old  tales  were  raked 
up,  and  added  as  excrescences  to  the  obvious 
truth — such  as  Mr,  Oldham's  having  been  once 


in  love  with  a  Frenchwoman,  Mrs.  Scanlan's 
mother,  or  aunt,  or  cousin — nobody  quite  knew 
which.  There  might  or  might  not  have  been 
a  grain  of  fact  at  the  bottom  of  these  various 
fictions ;  but  they  were  never  verified ;  and 
common-sense  people  soon  took  the  common- 
sense  view  of  the  subject :  namely,  that  when  a 
man  has  no  heirs  he  is  quite  right  in  choosing 
for  himself  what  Providence  has  denied  him, 
and  endowing  with  his  fortune  the  most  suit- 
able person  he  can  find  :  who  is  also  the  one  to 
whom  it  Avill  do  most  good,  and  who"  Avill  do 
most  good  Avith  it.  And  these  qualifications 
— every  one  agreed — Avere  combined  in  Mrs. 
Scanlan, 

It  Avas  a  curious  fact,  shoAving  hoAV  in  course 
of  years  all  people  find  their  level — even  in  the 
eyes  of  the  outside  Avorld — that  no  surprise  Avas 
expressed  at  Ditchley  because  Mr.  Oldham  left 
his  fortune  to  Mrs.  Scanlan  rather  than  to  her 
husband;  indeed  some  people  sagely  remarked 
"that  it  Avas  just  as  Avell,"  This  Avas  all ;  for 
Mr,  Scanlan  still  retained  much  of  his  old  pop- 
ularity; and,  besides,  many  aa^Iio  Avould  have 
been  ready  enough  to  criticise  the  poor  curate 
at  Wren's  Nest,  looked  Avith  lenient  eyes  on  the 
master  of  Oldham  Court. 

The  migration  Avas  accomplished  speedily; 
Mr,  Scanlan  himself  taking  little  part  therein. 
He  Avas  in  feeble  health  for  some  Aveeks  after 
the  shock  of  his  good  fortune ;  so  that  he  had 
to  leave  to  his  Avife  the  management  of  CA'ery 
thing.  He  left  to  her,  almost  Avithout  a  single 
inquiry,  the  management  of  one  thing — Avhich, 
Avith  terrified  haste,  she  accomplished  Avithin 
the  first  fcAV  days  of  her  ncAV  inheritance.  She 
got  possession  of  the  school  accounts,  Avent  oA'er 
them,  found  the  exact  amount  of  her  husband's 
defalcations,  and  replaced  it  out  of  a  sum  Avhich 
she  obtained  from  her  trustees  for  her  own  im- 
mediate use.  Then  she  breathed  freely.  There 
had  been  but  a  hair's-breadth  betAveen  her  and 
ruin — that  utter  ruin  AA'hich  lost  honor  brings ; 
but  the  crisis  Avas  over,  and  she  had  escaped. 

He  had  escaped,  that  is ;  but  she  had  ceased 
to  divide,  even  in  thought,  her  OAvn  and  her 
husband's  fortunes.  The  strong  line  Avhich 
needs  to  be  draAvn  between  deliberate  Avicked- 
ness  and  mere  Aveakness  — even  though  they 
often  arrive  at  the  same  sad  end — she  now  saAv 
clear.  She  never  for  a  moment  disguised  from 
herself  AA^hat  sort  of  a  man  EdAvard  Scanlan  was 
— but  as  long  as  she  could  protect  him  from 
himself,  and  protect  her  children  from  him,  she 
did  not  fear. 

It  Avas  AA'ith  a  full  heart — fuller  than  any  body 
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dreamed  of — that  she  left  Wren's  Nest  and  its 
associations  behind  forever.  The  very  words 
"  for  ever"  seemed  to  hallow  them,  and  make 
her  shrink  with  pain  when  Mr.  Scanlan  declared 
that  he  "  shook  the  dust  of  it  from  off  his  feet, 
and  hoped  he  might  never  again  re-enter  that 
horrid  hole."  But  she  said  nothing ;  and  drove 
by  her  husband's  side,  in  their  own  comfortable 
carriage,  across  the  smiling  country,  to  the  old 
.gateway  of  Oldham  Court. 

It  so  chanced  she  had  never  seen  the  place 
before.  Mr.  Oldham  had  sometimes  planned 
to  take  her  there,  but  the  visit  had  never  come 
about ;  now,  at  the  very  first  sight,  her  heart 
leaped  to  it,  as  to  the  ideal  home  for  which  she 
had  been  craving  all  her  days.  Gray,'  quiet, 
lonely — with  its  quaint  old-fashioned  gables, 
find  long  low  Tudor  windows — no  palatial  res- 
idence or  baronial  hall,  but  just  a  house — a 
house  to  live  in ;  and  to  live  in  contentedly 
till  one  died — Josephine  felt  with  a  sudden 
thrill  of  ineffable  thankfulness  that  here  indeed 
was  her  rest ;  where  no  storms  could  come,  and 
out  of  which  no  cruel  hands  would  uproot  her 
again.  For  surely  now  her  husband  would  be 
satisfied.    She  asked  him  the  question. 

"Satisfied?  Well — yes.  A  nice  house; 
but  rather  queer-looking  and  old-fashioned. 
What  a  pity  we  are  obliged  to  keep  it  as  it  is, 
and  can  not  pull  it  down  and  build  it  up  afresh 
as  a  modern  residence  I " 

"Do  you  think  so?"  was  all  Mrs.  Scanlan 
replied.  She  never  argued  with  her  husband 
now. 

At  the  door  stood  all  her  children  waiting — 
a  goodly  group;  justifying  Mr.  Oldham's  choice 
of  the  family  which  should  succeed  his  own. 
Behind  them  was  an  array  of  new  servants, 
men  and  women,  with  Bridget  at  their  head — 
Bridget,  now  promoted  to  "Mrs.  Halloran," 
and  having  with  true  Irish  adaptability  taken 
her  place  at  once  as  confidential  servant  and 
follower  of  the  family.  A  position  greatly 
against  her  master's  liking:  indeed  he  had 
proposed  pensioning  her  off,  and  dispatching 
her  at  once  to  Ireland,  till  he  considered  that 
a  "follower"  implied  a  "family;"  and  to  be 
able  to  speak  of  "  our  housekeeper,  who  has 
been  with  us  twenty  years,"  gave  a  certain 
character  of  antique  respectability  to  his  estab- 
lishment. Therefore,  as  he  passed  her  in  her 
black  silk  dress  and  neat  cap — Bridget  was, 
especially  in  her  latter  days,  that  rare  but  not 
impossible  anomaly,  a  tidy  Irishwoman  —  he 
acknowledged  her  courtesy  with  a  patronizing 
"  How  d'ye  do  ?"  and  said  no  more  concerning 
her  proposed  dismissal. 

Theoretically  and  poetically,  the  sudden  trans- 
lation from  poverty  to  riches  is  quite  easy,  nat- 
ural, and  agreeable ;  practically  it  is  not  so. 
Let  a  family  be  ever  so  refined  and  aristocratic, 
still  if  it  has  been  brought  up  in  indigence,  its 
habits  will  have  caught  some  tinge  of  the  un- 
toward circumstances  through  which  it  has  had 
to  struggle.  I  once  knew  a  lady  who  confessed 
that  she  found  it  difficult  to  learn  to  order  her 
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servant  to  "bring  candles,"  instead  of  "the 
candle;"  and  no  doubt  the  Scanlan  family  on 
its  first  accession  to  wealth  were  exposed  to 
similar  perplexities. 

The  younger  branches,  especially,  found  their 
splendid  new  shoes  rather  troublesome  wear. 
Accustomed  to  the  glorious  freedom  of  povertv, 
they  writhed  a  little  under  their  gilded  chains. 
They  quarreled  with  the  new  nurses,  made  fun 
of  the  dignified  butler  and  footman,  and  alto- 
gether gave  so  much  trouble  that  it  was  a  re- 
lief when,  Ce'sar  having  already  gone  to  Oxford, 
the  two  other  boys  were  sent  ofif  to  school,  and 
the  three  girls  alone  remained  to  brighten  Old- 
ham Court.  But  with  these,  despite  all  their 
father's  arguments  about  the  propriety  of  send- 
ing them  to  a  fashionable  London  boarding- 
school,  the  mother  point-blank  refused  to  part. 
A  governess  was  procured — the  best  attainable  : 
and  so  the  domestic  chaos  was  gradually  re- 
duced to  order. 

This  done,  and  when  she  grew  accustomed 
to  see  her  children  in  their  new  position — no 
longer  running  wild  like  village  boys  and  girls, 
but  well-dressed,  well-taught,  and  comporting 
themselves  like  a  gentleman's  sons  and  daugh- 
ters— their  mother's  heart  swelled  with  exult- 
ant joy.  Her  seven  years  of  terrible  suspense 
seemed  blotted  out :  and  the  future — her  chil- 
dren's future,  for  she  had  long  ceased  to  have 
any  other — stretched  itself  out  before  her  clear 
as  a  sunshiny  landscape.  The  happiness  was 
worth  the  pain. 

It  had  only  been  her  own  pain  after  all. 
Now,  she  sometimes  smiled,  half  bitterly,  to 
think  what  useless  pangs  had  wrung  her  tender 
conscience  about  keeping  that  secret  from  her 
husband.  He  himself  did  not  seem  to  feel  it 
in  the  least.  After  the  first  outburst  of  wound- 
ed vanity  he  had  never  once  referred  to  the 
subject ;  seemed,  indeed,  to  have  quite  lost 
sight  of  it.  To  do  him  justice,  he  was  not  one 
to  "bear  malice,"  as  the  phrase  is;  he  forgot 
his  injuries  as  quickly  as  he  did  his  blessings. 
Besides,  so  many  sensitive  troubles  are  avoided, 
and  so  many  offenses  condoned,  by  people  whose 
law  of  conduct  is — not  what  is  right  or  Avrong, 
but  what  is  expedient. 

Therefore,  as  soon  as  he  recovered  full  health, 
which  he  did  to  all  appearance  ere  long,  Mr. 
Scanlan  begun  to  enjoy  his  changed  fortunes 
amazingly ;  accepting  them  not  so  much  as  a 
gift,  but  a  debt  long  owed  to  him  by  a  tardy 
Providence.  Within  a  few  months — nay,  weeks 
— he  had  ignored  his  Ditchley  life  as  complete- 
ly as  the  butterfly  does  his  chrysalis  exuvias, 
and  burst  out  full-winged  as  the  master  of  Old- 
ham Court.  He  talked  about  "  my  place"  as 
if  he  had  possessed  it  all  his  days ;  only  grum- 
bling sometimes  at  the  house  itself— its  dullness, 
its  distance  from  any  town,  and,  above  all,  its 
old-fashionedness.  Edward  Scanlan,  who  had 
been  brought  up  in  that  phase  of  modern  lux- 
ury in  which  the  cost  of  a  tiling  constitutes  its 
sole  value,  did  not  approve  of  the  Gothic  style 
at  all. 
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But  to  his  wife,  from  the  first  minute  she 
crossed  its  threshold,  Oldham  Court  felt  like 
home — her  home  till  death,  and  that  of  her  de- 
scendants after  her.  For  she  had  come  to  that 
time  of  life  when  we  begin  involuntarily  to  look 
forward  to  onr  own  secession  in  favor  of  the 
young,  coming  lives,  who  will  carry  on  into 
futurity  this  dream  of  our  life — which  already 
begins  to  seem  to  us  "like  a  shadow  that  de- 
parteth" — and  backward  on  those  past  genera- 
tions to  whom  we  shall  ere  long  descend.  Thus, 
even  while  thinking  of  her  children  and  chil- 
dren's children  who  would  inherit  this  place, 
Josephine,  wandering  about  it,  often  saw  it 
peopled  with  innumerable  gentle  ghosts,  into 
whose  empty  seats  her  bright,  living,  young 
flock  had  climbed.  She  felt  a  great  tenderness 
over  these  long-dead  Oldhams  ;  and  took  pains 
to  identify  and  preserve  the  family  portraits 
which  still  hung  in  hall  and  staircase.  In  her 
idle  hours,  only  too  numerous  now,  she  liked  to 
go  and  sit  in  the  little  church,  which  was  so 
close  to  the  house  that,  much  to  her  husband's 
horror,  one  of  the  dining-room  windows  looked 
on  to  the  church-yard.  He  had  it  boarded  up 
immediately ;  but  still,  from  her  bedroom  case- 
ment, Josephine  would,  of  moonlight  niglits,  or 
in  early  sunrises,  gaze  upon  that  tiny  God's  acre, 
and  think,  almost  with  a  sense  of  pleasure,  that 
she  should  one  day  be  buried  there. 

These  vanished  Oldhams,  they  slept  in  peace- 
— from  the  cross-legged  Crusader  with  his 
hound  at  his  feet,  to  the  two  medieval  spouses, 
kneeling,  headless,  side  by  side,  and  behind 
each  a  long  train  of  offspring  ;  and  then  on 
through  many  generations  to  the  last  one — Mr. 
Oldham's  father,  over  whom  a  very  ugly  angel, 
leaning  on  a  draperied  arm,  kept  watch  and 
ward.  Mrs.  Scanlan  often  amused  herself  with 
making  out  the  inscriptions,  old  English  or 
Latin — she  had  taught  herself  Latin  to  teach 
her  boys.  These  epitaphs  were  touching  me- 
morials of  a  family  which,  though  not  exactly 
noble,  had  been  evidently  honorable  and  hon- 
ored to  the  last.  Necessarily  so,  or  it  could 
not  have  kept  itself  so  long  afloat  on  the  deep 
sea  of  oblivion  ;  for  it  is  astonishing  how  quick- 
ly a  race  which  has  in  it  the  elements  of  degra- 
dation and  decay  can  dwindle  down  from  no- 
bility to  obscurity. 

As  she  pondered  over  these  relics  of  an  ex- 
tinct but  not  degenerate  race,  Josephine  felt 
stirring  strangely  in  her  the  blood  of  the  old 
De  Bougainvilles,  The  desire  to  found,  or  to 
revive,  a  family ;  to  live  again  after  death  in 
our  unknown  descendants ;  to  plan  for  them, 
toil  for  them,  and  bequeath  to  them  the  fruit  of 
our  toils — a  passion  for  which  many  men  have 
sacrificed  so  much  —  came  into  this  woman's 
heart  Avith  a  force  such  as  few  men  could  un- 
derstand, because  thereto  was  added  the  in- 
stinct of  motherhood.  Her  ambition — for,  as 
I  have  said,  she  was  ambitious  —  quenched 
inevitably  as  regarded  the  present,  passed  on 
to  the  days  when,  she  and  their  father  sleeping 
in  peace  together,  her  children  should  succeed 


to  those  possessions  which  she  herself  could 
never  fully  enjoy.  Especially  she  used  to  dream 
of  the  time  when  Ce'sar,  reigning  in  her  stead, 
should  be  master  of  Oldham  Court. 

"Yes,"  she  thought,  "my  son" — she  usually 
called  her  eldest  boy  "  my  son" — "  must  marrv 
early :  he  will  be  able  to  aftbrd  it.  And  ho 
must  choose  some  girl  after  my  own  heart,  to 
whom  I  will  be  such  a  good  mother-in-law. 
And  oh !  how  proud  I  shall  be  of  the  third 
generation  !" 

Thus  planned  she — thus  dreamed  she  :  look- 
ing far  into  the  future,  with  stone-blind  eyes,  as 
we  all  of  us  look.  Still,  I  think  it  made  her  hap- 
py— happier  than  she  had  been  for  many  years. 

One  little  cloud,  however,  soon  rose  on  her 
bright  horizon  :  strangely  bright  now,  for  in 
the  sudden  novelty  of  things,  in  the  great  relief 
and  ease  of  his  present  lot,  and  in  his  power  of 
getting  every  luxury  he  wished  for,  even  Mr. 
Scanlan  seemed  to  have  taken  a  new  turn,  and 
to  give  his  wife  no  trouble  whatever.  •  He  was 
actually  contented !  He  ceased  to  find  fault 
with  any  thing,  became  amenable  to  reason, 
and  absolutely  affectionate.  His  good  angel — 
who,  I  suppose,  never  quite  deserts  any  man — 
stood  behind  him,  shaking  ambrosial  odors  over 
him,  and  consequently  over  the  whole  family, 
for  at  least  three  months  after  their  change  of 
fortune. 

And  then  the  little  cloud  arose.  The  three 
Misses  Scanlan,  now  requiring  to  be  educated 
up  to  the  level  of  the  county  families,  among 
whose  young  ladies  they  would  have  to  take 
their  place,  were  put  under  a  first-rate  govern- 
ess, who  had,  necessarily,  a  rather  forcing  sys- 
tem. It  worked  well  with  Gabrielle  and  Cath- 
erine—  clever,  handsome,  healthy  creatures, 
who  learned  wholesomely  and  fast — but  with 
Adrienne,  now  nearly  old  enough  to  enter  so- 
ciety, the  case  was  altogether  difl'erent. 

Alas,  poor  Adrienne  !  she  would  never  be  a 
show  daughter  to  introduce  into  the  world.  She 
was  neither  a  bright  girl  nor  a  pretty  girl ;  nay, 
her  appearance  was  almost  worse  than  insig- 
nificant, for  her  poor  weak  spine  had  grown  a 
little  awry,  and  stoojiing  over  her  studies  made 
it  much  worse.  Already  she  required  to  have 
her  figure  padded  and  disguised  in  various 
ingenious  ways,  which  took  all  her  mother's 
French  skill  to  devise  ;  and  already  her  gentle 
pale  face  had  that  sad  look  peculiar  to  deformed 
people. 

Of  that  she  herself  was  painfully  conscious. 
Beside  her  mother's  stately  dignity,  and  her 
sister  Gabrielle's  reed-like  grace,  she  knew  well 
how  ill  she  looked,  and  this  made  her  shy  and 
shrinking  from  society.  Other  things,  which 
she  was  only  too  quick  to  find  out,  added  to 
this  feeling. 

"  I  can't  imagine  why  you  are  always  want- 
ing Adrienne  in  the  drawing-room,"  her  father 
would  say,  not  alwp.ys  out  of  the  girl's  hearing. 
"She  does  not  care  to  come,  and  really  she  is 
not  very  ornamental.  Keep  her  in  the  shade 
— by  all  means  keep  her  in  the  shade." 
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•And  into  the  shade  Adrienne  instinctively 
retired,  even  from  the  first  day  she  set  foot  in 
Oldham  Court,  especially  when  there  happened 
to  be  visitors — a  circumstance  that  occurred 
seldom  enough  —  which  much  surprised  and 
displeased  Mr.  Scanlan. 

"  Of  course  every  body  will  call  upon  ns — 
all  the  county  families,  I  mean,"  he  kept  say- 
ing ;  and  impressed  upon  his  wife  that  at  cer- 
tain hours  every  day  she  was  to  sit  prepared 
for  their  reception.  Indeed,  he  was  always 
laying  down  the  law  of  etiquette  for  her  in  mi- 
nute things,  and  telling  her  that  she  did  not 
properly  recognize  her  position.  "For,  my 
dear,  you  have  been  so  long  out  of  the  world 
— if,  indeed,  you  were  ever  fairly  in  it — that 
you  can  not  be  expected  to  understand  the 
ways  of  society  as  I  do." 

"Possibly  not,"  she  would  answer,  half 
amused,  yet  with  a  lurking  sarcasm  in  her 
smile.  But  she  obeyed,  for  it  really  was  not 
worth  her  while  to  disobey.  She  never  cared 
to  qiiarrel  over  small  things. 

Visitors  came  •  only,  alas !  they  were  prin- 
cipally Ditchley  people,  driving  over  in  hired 
flys  and  pony-chaises ;  not  a  single  carriage 
and  pair  had  as  yet  passed  under  the  Gothic 
gateway.  Nevertheless,  Mrs.  Scanlan  wel- 
comed her  guests  with  all  sorts  of  kindly  atten- 
tions. 

"Why  should  I  not?"  said  she,  when  her 
husband  remonstrated  ;  "they  were  friendly  to 
me  when  I  was  poor.  Besides,  they  are  all 
worthy  people,  and  I  like  them." 

"Which  are  not  sufficient  reasons  for  culti- 
vating them,  and  I  desire  that  they  may  not  be 
cultivated  any  more  than  you  can  help,"  said 
Mr.  Scanlan,  with  the  slightly  dictatorial  tone 
which  he  sometimes  used  now. 

Josephine  flushed  up,  but  made  no  answer. 
Indeed,  she  rarely  did  make  answers  now  to 
things  of  which  she  disapproved.  It  was  as- 
tonishing how  little  of  actual  conversation — the 
rational,  pleasant,  and  improving  talk  which 
even  husbands  and  wives  can  sometimes  find 
time  to  indulge  in,  and  which  makes  the  quiet- 
est life  a  continual  entertainment — passed  be- 
tween this  husband  and  wife,  who  had  been 
married  so  many  years. 

'  Just  when  his  eager  expectation  of  visitors — 
suitable  visitors — had  changed  into  angry  sur- 
prise that  they  never  came,  Mr,  Scanlan  en- 
tered the  house  one  day  in  eager  excitement. 
He  had  met  on  the  road  the  two  young  sons  of 
his  nearest  neighbor,  the  Earl  of  Turberville, 
coming  to  call,  they  said,  and  ask  permission 
to  shoot  over  his  preserves. 

"I  should  have  invited  them  to  lunch,  but 
I  feared  you  would  not  have  it  nice  enough ; 
however,  they  have  promised  to  come  to-mor- 
row— both  Lord  Cosmo  and  Lord  Charles.  So 
be  sure,  Josephine,  that  you  have  every  thing 
in  apple-pie  order,  and  dress  yourself  elegant- 
ly" (he  still,  when  excited,  pronounced  it  "  ili- 
gantly").  "For  who  knows  but  the  Earl  and 
Countess  themselves  might  come.    Lord  Cos-  I 
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mo  said  he  knew  his  father  had  something  very 
particular  to  say  to  me." 

And  for  the  next  twenty-four  hours  poor  Mr. 
Scanlan  was  in  a  perpetual  fidget,  worrying 
his  butler  and  footman,  till  they  civilly  hint- 
ed that  they  had  always  lived  in  high  families, 
and  knew  their  own  business;  and  especiallv 
worrying  his  wife,  who  did  not  participate  in 
this  idolatrous  worship  of  rank  and  title,  which 
had  always  been  st  strong  characteristic  of  the 
Irish  curate.  Long  before  luncheon  time  he 
insisted  upon  her  taking  her  seat  in  the  draw- 
ing-room :  dressed — Avith  elegance,  certainly — 
though  with  not  half  the  splendor  he  desired. 

"Ah!"  said  he,  sighing;  "you  may  take  a 
horse  to  the  water,  but  you  can't  make  him 
drink.  I  fear,  Josephine,  I  shall  never  suc- 
ceed in  raising  you  to  the  level  of  your  present 
position.    I  give  you  upl" 

The  hour  arrived,  but  not  the  guests ;  and, 
after  waiting  till  three  o'clock,  Mrs.  Scanlan 
insisted  on  going  into  luncheon.  She  had 
scarcely  taken  her  place  there  when  the  two 
lads  entered — rather  roughly-clad  and  roughly- 
behaved  lads,  any  thing  but  young  lords,  ap- 
parently, until  they  caught  sight  of  the  lady  at 
the  head  of  the  table.  Then  their  instinctive 
good-breeding  told  them  that  they  had  been 
guilty  of  a  discourtesy  and  a  mistake.  They 
were  full  of  apologies.  Lord  Cosmo  especially, 
for  being  so  unwarrantably  late  ;  but  they  gave 
no  reason  for  their  tardiness,  and  neither  made 
a  single  excuse  for  the  non-appearance  of  the 
Earl  and  Countess — indeed,  seemed  not  to  have 
an  idea  that  these  latter  were  expected.  Noi* 
did  Josephine  refer  to  the  fact,  being  long  ac- 
customed to  her  husband's  great  powers  of  im- 
agination. 

She  rather  liked  the  youths,  who  were  fresh 
from  Eton — pleasant,  gentlemanly  fellows,  and 
conversation  soon  became  easy  and  general. 
Lord  Cosmo  tried  in  various  quiet  ways  to  find 
out  who  Mrs.  Scanlan  was,  and  how  she  came 
to  inherit  Oldham  Court.  At  last  he  put  the 
question  whether  she  was  not  distantly  related 
to  Mr.  Oldham  ;  and  when  his  curiosity  gained 
only  a  brief  No,  he  covered  his  confusion  by 
darting  into  a  long  explanation  of  how  the  Old- 
hams  and  Turbervilles  were  the  two  most  an- 
cient families  in  the  county,  and  had  gone  on 
quarreling,  intermarrying,  and  quarreling  again, 
ever  since  William  the  Conqueror. 

"  They  were  Saxons  and  we  Normans,  so  we 
could  not  help  fighting,  you  know." 

"Of  course  not,"  said  Mrs.  Scanlan,  and 
turned  the  conversation  by  some  unim})ortant 
remark ;  but  Mr.  Scanlan  brought  it  back  ea- 
gerly. 

"My  wife  also  is  of  Norman  descent.  She 
comes  of  the  Vicomtes  de  Bougainville— a  very 
old  and  honorable  family." 

"Oh!"  replied  the  young  man;  and  added, 
with  a  slight  bow,  "  Cela  va  sans  dire." 

"What  was  that  your  lordship  said?"  in- 
quired the  host,  eagerly;  but  the  hostess,  with 
a  hot  cheek  — alas!  her  cheeks  burned  very 
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often  during  that  afternoon  —  stopped  the  an- 
swer by  inquiring  if  Lord  Cosmo  had  ever  been 
in  France,  and  so  leading  the  talk  widely  astray 
from  herself  and  her  ancestors. 

Calm  as  she  sat — looking,  in  her  fine  Gothic 
dining-hall,  like  a  medieval  picture  —  she  sat, 
nevertheless,  upon  thorns  the  whole  time ;  for 
it  was  the  first  time  for  many  years  that  she 
had  seen  her  husband  as  he  appeared  in  gen- 
eral society,  and  the  sight  was  not  agreeable. 
The  court  suit  of  prosperity  is  only  becoming 
to  courtly  figures.  Many  a  man,  decent  enough 
in  common  broadcloth,  when  dressed  up  in  vel- 
vet and  point  lace,  looks  painfully  like  a  foot- 
man. Corporeally — or  I  should  say  sartorially 
— fate  had  denied  Mr.  Scanlan  the  pleasure  of 
wearing  bright  colors — "Once  a  clergyman,  al- 
ways a  clergyman"  being,  unfortunately,  En- 
glish law.  But  in  his  manners  he  assumed  a 
costume  of  startling  vividness  and  variety.  "  All 
things  to  all  men,"  was  his  maxim,  and  he  car- 
ried it  out  with  great  unction  appearing  by 
turns  as  the  gentleman  of  fashion,  of  wealth, 
and  of  family ;  never  knowing  exactly  which 
character  to  assume,  for  all  were  equally  as- 
sumptions, and  equally  unfamiliar.  The  sim- 
ple plan  of  avoiding  all  difficulties,  by  being  al- 
ways one's  own  honest  self,  did  not  occur  to  this 
ingenious  Irishman. 

He  could  not  help  it — it  was  his  nature.  But 
it  was  none  the  less  painful  to  those  belonging 
to  him.  People  tell  of  the  penitential  horse- 
hair which  lovely  women  have  worn  under  their 
velvet  and  minever,  cambric  and  lawn.  I  think 
I  could  tell  of  one  woman  who  knew  what  it 
was  to  wear  it  too. 

When  the  guests  and  Mr.  Scanlan  had  quit- 
ted the  drawing-room,  Adrienne  crept  in  there, 
and  her  mother,  who  was  standing  at  the  win- 
dow watching  the  shadows  come  and  go  over 
the  hill-sides,  wistfully — as  we  look  at  a  view 
that  we  hope  to  watch  unchanged  until  we  die 
— felt  her  daughter  take  her  hand.  She  turned 
round  immediately. 

"My  little  girl!"  stroking  her  hair — Adri- 
enne had  very  pretty  hair ;  Bridget  often  used 
to  speak  of  it  with  sad  pride — "  My  little  girl, 
I  wonder  if  you  will  ever  be  married  !  I  almost 
hope  not."  Then  she  added,  quickly,  "Be- 
cause I  should  miss  you  so ;  and,  besides,  wo- 
men can  live  quite  happily  without  ever  being 
married." 

"  I  know  they  can  ;  above  all  when  they  have 
got  such  a  dear  mother  to  live  for  as  mine," 
said  Adrienne,  tenderly,  but  turning  rosy-red 
as  she  spoke ;  so  that  Mrs.  Scanlan,  a  little 
surprised  at  the  child's  sensitiveness,  changed 
the  conversation  immediately.  She  even  re- 
pented having  alluded  to  a  subject  upon  which 
Adrienne  could  as  yet  only  have  theorized. 
Though  she  was  nearly  seventeen,  she  Avas  still 
very  childish ;  and  she  had  scarcely  spoken  to 
a  young  man  in  her  life — except  Mr.  Summer- 
hayes,  who,  compared  with  her,  was  not  a  young 
man  at  all. 

This  Mr.  Summerhayes,  the  great  bugbear 


of  Josephine's  married  life,  had  apparently  quite 
disappeared  from  her  horizon.  Among  the 
congratulatory  letters  which  had  reached  them 
of  late  was  one  from  him,  but  Mr.  Scanlan  had 
read  it  and  put  it  in  the  fire,  and  "  wondered 
how  the  fellow  could  presume,"  so  no  more  was 
said  upon  the  matter.  She  learned  accident- 
ally that  the  artist  was  living  from  hand  to 
mouth  at  Rome,  or  some  other  Italian  city,  so 
she  had  no  fear  that,  in  their  present  circum- 
stances, he  would  be  any  longer  a  snare  to  her 
husband.  Nay,  she  felt  a  little  sorry  for  him, 
scamp  as  he  was,  remembering  all  his  amusing 
ways  at  Wren's  Nest,  when  they  were  as  poor 
as  he  was  now.  In  the  almost  preternatural 
calm  which  brooded  over  her  life  now — at  least, 
her  external  life — she  could  afford  to  be  pitiful 
even  to  a  poor  scoundrel. 

Mr.  Scanlan  came  back  in  the  highest  spirits, 
having  seen  his  guests  away  on  their  horses, 
and  exhibited  his  own,  which  were  far  finer  an- 
imals. 

"And  they  owned  it,  too,  both  Lord  Cosmo 
and  Lord  Charles,  and  wished  they  had  as 
good ;  but  the  Earl  is  as  poor  as  a  rat,  every 
body  knows.  Exceedingly  nice  young  fellows 
their  lordships  are!  and  I  hope  we  shall  see  a 
great  deal  of  them.  You  must  be  sure  to  be 
at  home,  Josephine,  Avhen  the  Countess  calls. 
These  are  the  sort  of  friends  that  we  ought  to 
-make.  Not  your  horrid,  commonplace,  Ditch- 
ley  people ;  who  were  well  enough  once,  but 
don't  suit  us  now,  and  will  suit  us  less  and  less, 
I  prophesy.  Ha — ha — my  dear,  you  don't  know 
what  I  know.  How  should  you  like  me  to  get 
a  handle  to  my  name?  What  do  you  say  to 
being  called  '  My  lady  ?' " 

He  took  his  wife  round  the  waist  and  kissed 
her  with  considerable  excitement. 

"  Edward,"  she  answered,  in  her  quietest  and 
gentlest  tone,  "sit  down  here  and  tell  me  what 
you  mean." 

With  difficulty,  and  at  first  entire  increduli- 
ty, she  got  out  of  him  something  which,  though 
it  seemed  to  her  too  ridiculous  seriously  to  be- 
lieve, was  yet  a  possibility ;  and  a  note,  or 
memorandum,  which  her  husband  showed  her, 
which  at  the  last  minute  had  been  given  him 
by  Lord  Cosmo,  confirmed  it  as  a  possibility. 
Lord  Turberville,  though  very  poor,  was  a  keen 
politician,  and  deeply  in  the  confidence  of  the 
government,  to  whom,  as  well  as  to  himself,  it 
was  necessary  to  secure  the  influence  of  the 
large  landowners  of  the  county.  Among  these, 
almost  the  largest  was  the  owner  of  the  Oldham 
Court  estates.  His  lordship  had,  therefore,  con- 
cocted a  scheme  for  selecting  Mr.  Scanlan  as 
the  most  suitable  person  to  go  up  to  London, 
as  head  of  a  deputation  to  present  an  address 
on  a  certain  expected  Royal  event — I  am  in- 
tentionally obscure  as  to  what  that  event  was — • 
the  presenters  of  which  address  generally  re> 
ceived  the  honor  of  knighthood.  It  was  a  "job," 
of  course  ;  but  not  worse  than  hundreds  of  po- 
litical jobs  which  are  perpetrated  every  day  in 
our  free  and  independent  country ;  and  Mr. 
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Scanlan  was  delighted  with  the  idea,  nor  in  the 
least  astonished  that  such  a  tribute  should  be 
paid  to  his  own  exceeding  merit. 

"And  what  shall  I  answer  the  Earl?"  said 
he,  when  he  had  expended  his  raptures  on  the 
advantages  in  store  for  him. 

"  Have  you  answered  ?"  his  wife  asked,  with 
a  keen  look. 

"Well — to  tell  the  truth — as  I  never  imagined 
you  would  be  so  foolish  as  to  object  to  the  thing, 
I  sent  word  to  Lord  Turberville — " 

"Yes,  yes — I  understand.  You  have  an- 
swered. Then  why  go  through  the  form  of 
consulting  me  on  the  subject  ?" 

It  was  one  of  his  small  shams,  his  petty  cow- 
ardlinesses, which  so  irritated  this  woman,  who 
would  any  day  rather  have  been  struck  on  the 
cheek  openly,  than  secretly  stung  to  the  heart. 
But  it  had  to  be  borne,  and  it  was  borne.  As 
to  the  thing  itself — the  question  as  to  whether 
or  not  she  should  be  called  "my  lady'" — she  did 
not,  in  truth,  care  two  straws  about  it.  I  think 
she  would  have  been  proud,  exceedingly  proud, 
had  her  husband  earned  a  title  in  some  noble 
way;  but  in  this  way — for  she  saw  through  the 
mysteries  of  the  matter  at  once — it  affected  her 
in  no  possible  degree. 

"Do  as  you  like,"  she  said.  "  It  is  much  the 
same  to  me  whether  I  am  Mrs.  or  Lady  Scanlan." 

"Scanlan!  ah,  that  is  the  nuisance!  Ours 
is  such  a  horrid  common  name.  If  Mr.  Oldham 
had  only  given  us  his  own — Lord  Cosmo  ex- 
pressed surprise  that  he  did  not.  Don't  you 
think,  Josephine,  we  could  assume  it  ?" 

Josephine  regarded  her  husband  with  un- 
feigned astonishment.  "No;  certainly  not. 
If  he  had  wished  it,  he  would  certainly  have 
said  so.  Besides,  to  give  up  your  own  name — 
your  fiither's  name — " 

"Oh — but  the  old  man  is  dead;  he'll  never 
know  it.  And  what  did  well  enough  for  my 
father  is  different  for  me.  I  have  risen  in  the 
world ;  and  Avho  cares  for  my  antecedents  ? 
Indeed,  the  less  we  speak  of  them  the  better." 

"Do  you  think  so?"  said  Josephine  once 
more.  And  there  flashed  upon  her  the  remem- 
brance of  the  kind  old  woman — certainly  not  a 
lady,  but  a  true,  kind  woman,  whose  grandmo- 
therly arms  had  received  her  own  first-born 
babe ;  and  of  the  old  man,  who,  common  and 
vulgar  as  he  was,  had  yet  a  heart,  for  it  had 
broken  with  grief  at  having  reduced  to  poverty 
his  wife  and  only  son.  These  two  in  their  life- 
time Josephine  had  not  loved  much;  had  only 
put  up  with  them  for  the  sake  of  her  Edward ; 
but  she  recalled  them  affectionately  now.  And 
even  for  herself,  the  years  she  had  borne  the 
name,  through  weal  and  woe — alas !  more  woe 
than  weal — seemed  to  consecrate  it  in  her  eyes. 
"No,"  she  continued,  after  a  pause,  "do  not 
let  us  change  our  name :  I  could  never  fancy 
myself  any  thing  but  Mrs.  Scanlan." 

"Josephine!  how  can  you  be  so  stupid?" 
said  her  husband,  irritably.  "  I  hope  I  am  at 
least  as  wise  as  you,  and  this  seems  to  me  an 
excellent  scheme.    In  fact,"  he  added,  folding 


his  hands  and  casting  up  his  eyes— those  effect- 
ive black  eyes  which  did  no  pulpit-duty  now— 
"I  think  that  to  let  it  go  would  be  to  fail  in 
my  gratitude  to  Providence,  and  lose  an  op- 
portunity of  distinguishing  myself  in  that  sphere 
of  life  to  which,  as  our  noble  catechism  says,  it 
has  pleased  God  to  call  me.  For  I  am  com- 
paratively a  young  man  still ;  much  under  fifty, 
you  know,  and  I  may  live  to  seventy,  as  my  fa- 
ther did.  And  your  father,  was  he  not  seven- 
ty-four or  seventy-five?  By-the-by"— and  he 
started  up,  struck  with  an  idea  so  sudden  and 
brilliant  that  he  could  not  keep  it  to  himself 
one  moment.  "  Since  you  so  strongly  object 
to  our  taking  this  name  of  Oldham,  M'hat  say 
you,  my  darling  wife,  to  our  taking  one  that 
actually  does  belong  to  us — at  least  to  you? 
Suppose  we  were  to  call  ourselves  by  your 
maiden  name,  De  Bougainville  ?" 

Josephine  turned  pale  as  death.  All  the 
blood  in  her  heart  seemed  to  stand  still  a  mo- 
ment, and  then  rush  on  in  a  frantic  tide.  She 
tried  to  speak,  but  her  throat  contracted  with 
a  sort  of  spasm. 

"Wait.  It  is  so  sudden.  Let  me  think." 
And  she  sat  down,  a  little  apart,  with  her  hand 
over  her  eyes.  These  never  sought  her  hus- 
band's ;  they  never  did  now,  either  for  help, 
counsel,  or  sympathy ;  she  knew  it  would  be 
only  vain,  seeking  for  what  one  can  not  hope 
to  find.  All  she  did  was  to  sit  in  silence,  list- 
ening, as  to  the  noise  of  a  stream  of  water,  to 
the  flow  of  his  voluminous  talk.  It  harmed 
her  not ;  she  scarcely  heard  it. 

But  Mr.  Scanlan's  sudden  suggestion  had  as 
suddenly  and  powerfully  affected  her.  There 
was  in  Josephine  a  something — hitherto  con- 
scientiously and  sternly  suppressed — which  her 
husband  never  dreamed  of;  the  strong  "aristo- 
cratic" feeling.  Not  in  his  sense — the  cringing 
worship  of  a  mere  title — but  the  prejudice  in 
favor  of  whatever  is  highest  and  best,  in  birth, 
breeding,  and  manner  of  life.  Though  she 
never  spoke  of  it,  her  pride  in  these  things,  so 
far  as  she  herself  possessed  them,  was  extreme. 
The  last  of  the  De  Bougainvilles  cherished  her 
name  and  family  with  a  tenderness  all  the  fond- 
er because  it  was  like  love  for  the  dead ;  the 
glory  of  the  race  had  departed.  To  revive  it — 
to  transmit  to  her  children,  and  through  them 
to  distant  descendants,  not  merely  the  blood, 
but  the  name,  was  a  pleasure  so  keen  that  it 
thrilled  her  almost  like  pain. 

"Well,  Josephine?  Bless  me  —  how  yon 
start !  You  quite  frightened  me.  Well ;  and 
what  do  you  say,  my  dear  ?" 

"Don't  tempt  me!"  she  answered,  with  a 
half-hysterical  laugh.  "  As  Bridget  says,  '  Let 
sleeping  dogs  lie.'  If  once  I  begin  thinking  of 
such  a  thing— of  seeing  my  boy  Cesar  another 
Ce'sar  de  Bougainville— there  were  six  genera- 
tions of  them,  all  named  Ce'sar,  and  all  honest, 
honorable  men;  my  father  was  the  last.  Ali, 
mon  Dieu!  mon  pere— mon  pere!"  She  burst 
into  tears. 

Mr.  Scanlan  was  a  little  discomposed,  almost 
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displeased ;  but,  not  being  a  sensitive  man,  or 
quick  to  divine  motives,  he  set  down  bis  wife's 
extraordinary  emotion  to  the  excitement  of 
possibly  becoming  "my  lady,"  to  say  nothing 
of  "Lady  de  Bougainville,"  which  was  such  a 
charmingly  "  genteel"  name.  He  patted  her 
on  the  back,  and  bade  her  "  take  things  easily, 
she  would  get  used  to  them  in  time  ;"  and  then, 
as  he  especially  disliked  any  thing  like  a  scene, 
he  called  Adrienne  to  attend  to  her  mother,  and 
took  himself  off  immediately. 
And  his  wife  ? 

She  had  no  one  to  speak  to,  no  one  to  take 
counsel  of.  Unless  her  little  daughter,  who, 
sitting  at  the  farther  end  of  the  room — whither 
Adrienne  usually  crept  when  her  father  ap- 
peared— had  heard  all,  might  be  called  a  coun- 
selor. The  girl,  so  simple  in  some  things,  was 
in  others  much  wiser  than  her  years — eldest 
daughters  of  sorely-tried  women  often  are. 
Adrienne,  being  called,  said  a  few  wise  words 
which  influenced  her  mother  more  than  at  the 
time  either  were  aware.  And  she  told  a  few 
things  which  her  brothers  had  in  confidence 
told  to  her — how  Louis  and  Martin,  in  their 
griud  school  "for  noblemen  and  gentlemen," 
were  taunted  perpetually  about  the  "  Scanlan 
and  Co."  porter-bottles ;  and  even  Cesar,  fine 
young  fellow  as  he  was,  found  that,  until  he 
had  established  his  character  as  a  reading  man, 
so  that  nobody  asked  who  his  father  was,  all 
his  wealth  failed  to  be  a  sufficient  passport  into 
the  best  Oxford  society.  In  short,  the  family 
were  suffering  under  the  inevitable  difficulties 


of  nouveaiix  riches^  which  of  course  they  would 
live  down  in  time — but  still  it  would  take  time. 
To  shorten  this — especially  for  the  boys,  wIjo 
were  of  an  age  to  feel  such  difficulties  acutely 
— would  be  advisable  if  possible.  And  it  was 
possible  that  things  might  be  easier  for  the 
three  lads,  just  entering  the  Avorld,  if  they 
entered  it  as  the  sons  of  Sir  Edward  and  Lady 
de  Bougainville. 

Weak  reasoning,  perhaps!  It  would  have 
been  stronger  and  braver  to  hold  fast  to  the 
paternal  name,  ennobling  and  beautifying  it  by 
such  tender  fidelity.  And  so  doubtless  would 
have  been  done,  by  both  wife  and  children, 
had  the  father  been  a  different  sort  of  father. 
But — as  I  have  oftentimes  repeated — life  is  not 
unlevel,  and  in  it  people  usually  get  what  they 
earn.  In  this  family,  as  in  most  others,  things 
were — as  they  Avere,  and  nothing  could  make 
them  otherwise. 

When  the  mother  and  daughter  went  down 
stairs  to  dinner  the  matter  was  quite  decided. 

"Papa,"  said  Adrienne,  mustering  up  a 
strange  courage,  for  she  saAv  her  mother  was 
hardly  able  to  speak,  and  going  straight  up  to 
her  fiither  as  he  stood  on  the  hearth-rug  with 
a  slightly  ill-used  and  dignified  air.  "Papa, 
mamma  has  told  me  every  thing,  and  I  am  so 
glad.  I  hope  all  will  come  about  as  you  wish. 
How  nice  it  will  be  to  hear  you  called  '  Sir  P^d- 
ward !'  And  just  look  at  mamma  in  that  new 
dress  of  hers ;  she  put  it  on  to-night  to  please 
you.  Will  she  not  make  a  beautiful  Lady  de 
Bougainville  ?" 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

It  was  all  settled  at  last,  though  after  much 
delay,  and  very  considerable  expense.  One 
fine  morning  the  Times  newspaper  announced, 
in  advertisement,  to  all  the  world  that  "the 
Reverend  Edward  Scanlan,  of  Oldham  Court, 
meant  thenceforward,  in  memory  of  his  wife's 
father,  the  late  Vicomte  de  Bougainville"  (he 
inserted  this  paragraph  himself,  and  Josephine 
first  saw  it  in  })rint  when  remonstrance  was 
idle),  "  to  assume,  instead  of  his  own,  the 
name  and  arms  of  De  Bougainville."  These 
last  he  had  already  obtained  with  much  trouble 
and  cost,  and  affixed  them  upon  every  avail- 
a1)le  article  within  and  without  the  house,  from 
letter-paper  and  carriage-panels  down  to  din- 
ner-plates and  hall  chairs.  His  wife  did  not 
interfere :  these  were,  after  all,  only  outside 
things. 

But  when  she  saw,  for  the  first  time,  her 
new-old  name  on  the  address  of  a  letter,  and 
had  to  sign  once  again,  after  this  long  interval 
of  years,  "Josephine  de  Bougainville,"  the 
same  sudden  constriction  of  heart  seized  her. 
It  seemed  as  if  her  youth  Avere  returned  again, 
but  in  a  strange,  ghostly  fashion,  and  with  one 
vital  difference  between  the  old  days  and  the 
new:  then  her  future  lay  all  in  herself,  all  in 
this  visible  world  ;  now,  did  she,  who  had  long 
ceased  to  think  of  herself  and  her  own  personal 
happiness,  ever  look  forward  to  the  world  in- 
visible ? 

I  have  said  Josephine  was  not  exactly  a  re- 
ligious woman.  The  circumstances  of  her  mar- 
ried life  had  not  been  likely  to  make  her  such. 
But  we  can  not,  at  least  some  people  can  not, 
live  wholly  without  God  in  the  world.  Some- 
times, in  her  long  leisure  hours  among  these 
old  tombs,  or  still  oftener  in  the  lovely  country 
around  Oldham  Court,  where  she  wandered  at 
her  will,  feeling  thankful  that  her  lines  had 
fallen  in  pleasant  places,  the  longing  for  God, 
the  seeking  after  Him,  though  in  a  blind, 
heathen  sort  of  way,  came  into  her  heart  and 
made  it  calmer  and  less  desolate.  Pure  it  al- 
ways was,  and  the  love  of  her  children  kept  it 
warm.  But  still  it  needed  the  great  plow-share 
of  affliction — solemn,  sacred  affliction,  coming 
direct  from  God  not  man — to  go  over  it,  so  as 
to  make  the  ground  fit  for  late  harvest,  all  the 
richer  and  lovelier  because  it  was  so  late.  As 
yet,  under  that  composed  manner  of  hers,  sed- 
ulously as  she  did  her  duties,  complaining  of 
nothing,  and  enjoying  every  thing  as  much  as 
she  could,  for  it  seemed  to  her  absolutely  a 
duty  to  enjoy,  she  was  nevertheless  conscious 
of  the  perpetual  feeling  of  "a  stone  in  her 
heart."  Not  a  fire,  as  once  used  to  be,  an 
ever-smouldering  sense  of  hot  indignation,  ap- 
])rehension,  or  wrong,  but  a  stone — a  cold  dead 
weight  that  never  went  away. 

Dr.  Waters  had  given  her  two  permanent 
private  advices  respecting  her  husband :  to 
keep  him  from  all  agitation,  and  never  to  let 
him  be  alone  for  many  hours  at  a  time.  To 
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carry  out  this  without  his  discovering  it,  or  the 
necessity  for  it,  was  the  principal  business  of 
her  life,  and  a  difficult  task  too,  requiring  all 
her  }xitience  and  all  her  ingenuity.  Mr.  Scan- 
lan— 1  beg  his  pardon,  Mr.  de  Bougainville — 
was  exceedingly  well  now;  and,  with  care, 
might  remain  so  for  many  years.  Still  the 
solemn  cloud  hung  over  him,  which  he  saw- 
not,  and  never  must  be  allowed  to  see,  or  his 
weak  nature  would  have  succumbed  at  once. 
But  to  his  wife  it  was  visible  perpetually  ;  lev- 
eling alike  all  her  pleasures  and  all  her  pains ; 
teaching  her  unlimited  forbearance  with  him, 
and  yet  a  power  of  opposing  him,  when  his 
own  good  required  it,  which  was  almost  re- 
morseless in  its.  strength.  As  the  wifely  love 
departed,  the  motherly  pit}^,  as  of  a  Avoman 
over  a  sick  or  foolish  child,  which  she  has  to 
guard  with  restrictions  that  almost  look  like 
cruelty,  and  yet  are  its  only  safety,  rose  up  in 
that  poor,  seared  heart,  which  sometimes  she 
could  hardly  believe  was  the  heart  of  the  girl 
Josephine  de  Bougainville.  It  would  have 
broken  long  ago,  only  it  Avas  a  strong  heart, 
and  it  was  that  of  the  mother  of  six  children. 

She  was  sitting  one  day  in  the  oriel  window 
of  the  drawing-room,  writing  to  her  boys  at 
school,  when  her  husband  rushed  in  and  kissed 
her  in  one  of  his  bursts  of  demonstrative  af- 
fection. 

"Give  you  joy,  give  you  joy,  my  lady. 
You'll  be  my  lady  this  time  next  week.  I  have 
just  heard  from  Lord  Turberville.  The  ad- 
dress is  quite  settled  at  last,  and  the  deputa- 
tion, with  myself  at  its  head,  starts  to-morrow 
for  London." 

"To-morrow!  That  is  soon,  but  I  dare  say 
I  can  manage  to  get  ready,"  said  Mrs.  de 
Bougainville,  with  a  smile. 

"You!"  her  husband  replied,  and  his  coun- 
tenance fell  at  once;  "my  dear  Josei)hine, 
there  is  not  the  slightest  necessitv  for  your  go- 
ing." 

"  But  I  should  like  to  go.  I  want  to  be  with 
you  ;  it  is  surely  not  an  unnatural  wish  ;"  and 
then  she  stopped,  with  a  horrid  consciousness 
of  hypocrisy.  For  she  knew  in  her  heart  she 
would  much  rather  have  been  left  at  home  with 
her  children.  But  with  Dr.  Waters's  warning 
ringing  in  her  ears,  there  was  no  alternative. 
She  must  go  with  her  husband  ;  and  once  more 
she  said  this. 

Mr.  de  Bougainville  looked  extremely  dis- 
concerted, but  the  wholesome  awe  he  had  of 
his  wife,  and  his  real  affection  for  her,  though 
it  was  little  deeper  than  that  of  the  tame  ani- 
mal which  licks  the  hand  that  feeds  it  and 
makes  it  physically  comfortable,  kept  his  arro- 
gance within  bounds. 

"  I  am  sure,  my  dear  Josephine,  nothing  is 
more  natural  tlinn  for  you  to  wish  to  be  with 
me,  and  1  should  be  very  glad  of  your  coujpany. 
But  you  dislike  London  life  so  much,  and  I 
shall  have  a  great  deal  to  do  and  niuch  high 
society  to  mix  in,  nnd  you  do  not  like  high  so- 
ciety.* Really  you  had  better  stay  at  home." 
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*'  I  can  not  stay  at  home,"  she  said,  and  put- 
ting aside  all  wounded  feeling  she  looked  up  in 
his  face,  which  happened  to  be  particularly 
sickly  that  day,  and  saw  only  the  creature  she 
had  charge  of,  whose  whole  well-being,  moral 
and  physical,  depended  upon  her  care.  It  was 
a  total  and  melancholy  reversal  of  the  natural 
order  of  things  between  husband  and  wife  ;  but 
Providence  had  made  it  so,  and  how  could  she 
gainsay  it  ?    She  had  only  to  bear  it. 

"  Edward,"  she  entreated — it  was  actual  en- 
treaty, so  sharp  was  her  necessity — "take  me 
with  you.  I  will  be  no  burden  to  you,  and  I 
do  so  want  to  go." 

He  made  no  resistance,  it  was  too  much 
trouble ;  but  saying,  with  a  vexed  air,  "  Well, 
do  as  you  like,  you  always  do,"  quitted  the 
room  at  once. 

Doing  as  she  liked!  I  wonder  how  many 
years  it  was  since  Josephine  enjoyed  that  en- 
viable privilege  or  luxury,  if  indeed  to  any  hu- 
man being  it  long  continues  to  be  either.  As 
her  husband  slammed  the  door,  she  sighed — 
one  long,  pent-up,  forlorn,  passionate  sigh  :  then 
rose,  and  set  about  her  preparations  for  depart- 
ure. 

She  left  her  eldest  daughter  a  delighted  queen- 
regent  at  Oldham  Court,  with  Bridget  as  prime 
minister,  promising  to  be  home  again  as  soon 
as  she  could.  "And  remember  you'll  come 
back  'my  lady,'"  whispered  Bridget,  who  of 
course  knew  every  thing.  She  had  a  dim  im- 
pression that  this  and  all  other  worldly  advant- 
ages had  accrued  solely  through  the  merits  of 
her  beloved  mistress :  and  was  proud  of  them 
accordingly. 

Her  mistress  made  no  answer.  Possibly  she 
thought  that  to  be  the  wife  of  some  honest,  poor 
man,  who  earned  his  bread  by  the  labor  of  his 
brains  or  the  sweat  of  his  brow — earned  it  hard- 
ly, but  cheerfully ;  denied  himself,  but  took 
tender,  protecting  care  of  his  wife  and  children  ; 
told  the  truth,  paid  his  debts,  and  kept  his  hon- 
or unblemished  in  the  face  of  God  and  man — 
w^as  at  least  as  happy  a  lot  as  that  of  Lady  de 
Bougainville. 

The  husband  and  wife  started  on  their  jour- 
ney :  actually  their  first  journey  together  since 
their  honey-moon  I  Traveling  en  prince^  with 
valet  and  maid  and  a  goodly  array  of  luggage, 
which  greatly  delighted  Mr.  de  Bougainville. 
Especially  when  they  had  to  pass  through  Ditch- 
ley,  where  he  had  never  been  since  they  left  the 
place,  nor  had  she.  She  wanted  to  stop  at 
Priscilla  Nunn's,  but  found  the  shop  closed,  the 
good  woman  having  given  up  business  and  gone 
abroad. 

"  A  good  thing  too,  and  then  people  will  for- 
get her ;  and  forget  that  you  ever  demeaned 
yourself  by  being  a  common  seamstress.  I 
wonder,  Josephine,  you  were  ever  so  silly  as  to 
do  such  a  thing." 

"Do  you?"  said  she,  remembering  some- 
thing else  which  he  little  suspected  she  had 
been  on  the  very  brink  of  doing,  which  she  was 
now  thankful  she  had  not  done ;  that  almost  by 


miracle  Providence  had  stood  in  her  way  and 
hindered  her.  Now,  sweeping  along  in  her 
carriage  and  pair,  she  recalled  that  forlorn,  des- 
perate woman  who  had  hurried  through  the 
dark  streets  one  rainy  night  to  Priscilla  Nunn's 
shop-door,  bent  on  a  purpose  which  she  could 
not  even  now  conscientiously  say  was  a  sinful 
purpose,  though  Heaven  had  saved  her  from 
completing  it.  As  she  looked  down  on  the 
face  by  her  side,  which  no  prosperity  could  ever 
change  into  either  a  healthy  or  a  happy  face, 
Josephine  said  to  herself  for  the  twentieth  time, 
"Yes;  I  am  glad  I  did  not  forsake  him.  I 
never  will  forsake  him — my  poor  husband  !" 

Not  my  dear,  my  honored — only  my  "poor'' 
husband.  But  to  such  a  woman  this  was 
enough. 

Their  journey  might  have  been  bright  as  the 
May  morning  itself,  but  there  was  always  some 
crumpled  rose-leaf  in  the  daily  couch  of  Mr. 
de  Bougainville.  This  time  it  was  the  non- 
ajjpearance  of  the  Earl  and  Countess  of  Turber- 
ville,  with  whom  he  said  he  had  arranged  to 
travel.  True,  he  had  never  seen  either  of  them, 
nor  had  his  wife  ;  the  inhabitants  of  Tiirberville 
Ilall  and  Oldham  Court  having  merely  ex- 
changed calls,  both  missing  one  another,  and 
there  the  acquaintance  ended.  Apparently, 
Mr.  de  Bougainville  asserted,  his  lordship's  del- 
icacy prevented  his  coming  too  prominently  for- 
ward in  this  affair  at  present,  but  when  once 
-the  knighthood  was  bestowed  it  would  be  all 
j  right.  And  he  was  sure,  from  something  Lord 
Cosmo  said,  that  the  Earl  wished  to  travel  with 
him  to  London,  starting  from  this  station. 

So  he  's^ent  about  seeking  him,  or  somebody 
like  what  he  supposed  an  earl  to  be,  but  in  vain  ; 
and  at  last  had  to  drop  suddenly  into  a  carriage 
where  were  only  a  little  old  lady  and  gentle- 
man, to  whom,  at  first  sight,  he  took  a  strong 
antipathy,  as  he  often  did  to  plain  or  shabbily- 
dressed  persons.  This  couple  having  none  of 
the  shows  of  wealth  about  them,  must,  he 
thought,  be  quite  common  people  ;  and  he  treat- 
ed them  accordingly. 

It  is  a  bad  thing  to  fall  in  love  at  first  sight 
with  your  fellow-passengers  —  in  railway  car- 
riages or  elsewhere ;  but  to  hate  them  at  first 
sight  is  sometimes  equally  dangerous.  Jo- 
sephine tried  vainly  to  soften  matters,  for  she 
had  always  a  tender  side  to  elderly  people,  and 
this  couple  seemed  very  inoffensive,  nay,  rath- 
er pleasant  people,  the  old  lady  having  a  shrewd, 
kind  face,  and  the  old  gentleman  very  courte- 
ous manners.  But  Mr.  de  Bougainville  was 
barely  civil  to  them  :  and  even  made  sotto  voce 
remarks  concerning  them  for  a  great  part  of 
the  journey.  Till,  reaching  the  London  ter- 
minus, he  was  utterly  confounded  by  seeing  the 
guard  of  the  train — a  Ditchley  man — rush  ujj 
to  the  carriage  door  Avith  an  officious  "Let  me 
help  you,  my  lord,"  and  a  few  minutes  after, 
picking  up  a  book  the  old  lady  had  left  behind 
her,  he  read  on  it  the  name  of  the  Countess  of 
Turberville. 

Poor  Mr.  de  Bougainville  I    Like  one  of 
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those  short-sighted  mortals  who  walk  with  an- 
gels unawares,  he  had  been  traveling  for  the 
last  three  hours  with  the  very  persons  whose 
acquaintance  he  most  wished  to  cultivate,  and 
had  behaved  himself  in  such  a  manner  as,  it 
was  plain  to  be  seen,  would  not  induce  them  to 
reciprocate  this  feeling.  No  wonder  the  catas- 
trophe quite  upset  him. 

"  If  I  had  had  the  least  idea  who  they  were  ! 
— and  it  Avas  very  stupid  of  you,  Josephine,  not 
to  hnd  out ;  you  were  talking  to  her  ladyship 
for  ever  so  long.  If  I  had  only  known  it  was 
his  lordship,  I  would  have  introduced  myself  at 
once.  At  any  rate,  I  should  have  treated  him 
quite  differently.  How  very  unfortunate!" 
"Very,"  said  Mrs.  de  Bougainville,  dryly. 
She  said  no  more,  for  she  was  much  tired, 
and  the  noise  of  the  London  streets  confused 
her.  They  had  taken  a  suit  of  apartments  in 
one  of  the  most  public  and  fashionable  "fami- 
ly" hotels — it  had  a  homeless,  dreary  splendor, 
and  she  disliked  it  much.  But  her  husband 
considered  no  other  abode  suitable  for  Sir  Ed- 
ward and  Lady  de  Bougainville;  which  person- 
ages, in  a  few  days,  they  became,  and  received 
the  congratulations,  not  too  disinterested,  of  all 
the  hotel  servants,  and  even  of  the  master  him- 
self, who  had  learned  the  circumstance,  togeth- 
er with  almost  fabulous  reports  of  the  wealth  of 
Sir  Edward  in  his  own  county. 

Nevertheless,  even  the  most  important  pro- 
vincial magnate  is  a  very  small  person  in  Lon- 
don. Beyond  the  deputation  which  accompa- 
nied him.  Sir  Edward  had  no  visitors  at  all. 
He  knew  nobody,  and  nobody  knew  him  ;  that 
is,  nobody  of  any  consequence.  One  or  two 
of  the  Summerhayes  set  hunted  him  out,  but 
he  turned  a  cold  shoulder  to  them ;  they  were 
not  reputable  acquaintances  now.  And  as  for 
his  other  circle  of  ancient  allies,  though  it  was 
the  season  of  the  May  meetings,  and  he  miglit 
easily  have  found  them  out,  he  was  so  terribly 
afraid  of  reviving  any  memories  of  the  poor 
Irish  curate,  and  of  identifying  himself  again 
with  the  party  to  which  he  had  formerly  be- 
longed, that  he  got  out  of  their  way  as  much 
as  possible.  Honores  mutant  fnores,  it  is  said  : 
they  certainly  change  opinions.  That  very  pe- 
culiarity of  the  Low  Church — at  least  of  its  best 
and  sincerest  members — which  makes  them  take 
up  and  associate  with  any  one,  rich  or  poor, 
patrician  or  plebeian,  who  shares  their  opinions 
— this  noble  characteristic,  which  has  resulted 
in  so  much  practical  good,  and  earned  for  them 
worthily  their  name  of  Evangelicals,  was,  in  his 
changed  circumstances,  tlie  very  last  thing  pal- 
atable to  the  Reverend  Sir  Edward  de  Bougain- 
ville. 

So  he  ignored  them  all,  and  the  "Reverend" 
too,  as  much  as  he  could  ;  and  turned  his  whole 
aspirations  to  politics  and  the  Earl  of  Turber- 
ville — to  whom,  haunting  as  he  did  the  lobby 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  he  was  at  last  in- 
troduced, and  from  whom  he  obtained  various 
slight  condescensions,  of  which  he  boasted 
much. 


But  the  Countess  never  called ;  and  day  by 
day  the  hope  of  the  De  Bougainvilles  being  in- 
troduced into  high  society  through  her  means 
melted  into  thin  air.    Long,  weary  mornings 
in  the  hotel  drawing-room,  thrown  entirely 
upon  each  other,  as  they  had  not  been  for 
years  ;  dull  afternoon  drives  side  by  side  round 
Hyde  Park ;  dinner  spun  out  to  the  utmost  limit 
of  possible  time,  and  then  perhaps  a  theatre  or 
opera — for  Sir  Edward  had  no  objection  to  such 
mundane  dissipations  now — these  made  up  the 
round  of  the  days.    But  still  he  refused  to  leave 
London,  or  "bury  himself,"  as  he  expressed  it, 
at  Oldham  Court,  and  thought  it  very  hard  that 
his  wife  should  expect  it.    One  of  the  painful 
things  to  her  in  this  London  visit  was  the  in- 
difference her  husband  showed  to  her  society, 
and  his  eagerness  to  escape  from  it ;  which  fact 
is  not  dithcult  to  understand.   I,  who  knew  her 
only  in  her  old  age,  can  guess  well  enough  how 
the  small  soul  must  have  been  encumbered, 
shamed,  and  oppressed  even  to  irritation  by  the 
greater  one.    Many  a  woman  has  been  blamed 
for  being  "too  good"  for  a  bad  husband — too 
pure,  too  sternly  righteous ;  but  I  for  one  am 
inclined  to  think  these  allegations  come  from 
the  meaner  half  of  the  world.    Lady  de  Bou- 
gainville had  a  very  high  standard  of  moral 
right,  an  intense  pity  for  those  who  fell  from  it, 
but  an  utter  contempt  for  those  who  pretended 
to  it  without  practicing  it.    And  to  such  she 
was  probably  as  obnoxious  as  Abdiel  to  Luci- 
fer.   And  so  she  became  shortly  to  a  set  of  peo- 
ple who,  failing  better  society,  gathered  round 
her  husband,  cultivating  him  in  coffee-rooms 
and  theatres  :  new  friends,  new  flatterers,  and 
those  "old  acquaintance"  who  always  revive, 
like  frozen  snakes,  in  the  summer  of  prosperit}^, 
and  begin  winding  about  the  unfortunate  man 
of  property  with  that  oily  affection  which  cynics 
have  well  termed  "the  gratitude  for  favors 
about  to  be  received."    These  Lady  de  Bou- 
gainville saw  through  at  once ;  they  felt  that 
she  did,  and  hated  her  accordingly.    But  have 
we  not  sacred  warrant  for  the  consolation  that 
it  is  sometimes  rather  a  good  thing  to  be  hated 
— by  some  people  ? 

Longing,  nay,  thirsting  for  home,  Josephine 
implored  her  husband  to  take  her  back  thither; 
and  he  consented,  not  for  this  reason,  but  be- 
cause their  weekly  expenses  were  so  large  as  to 
frighten  him ;  for  it  was  a  curious  thing,  and 
yet  not  contrary  to  human  nature,  that  as  he 
grew  rich  he  grew  miserly.  The  money  which, 
when  he  had  it  not,  he  would  have  spent  like 
water,  now,  when  he  had  it,  he  often  grudged, 
especially  in  small  expenditures  and  in  outlays 
for  the  sake  of  other  people.  His  "stingy" 
wife  was,  strange  to  say,  now  becoming  much 
more  extravagant  than  he. 

"Yes,  we'll  go  home,  or  I  shall  be  ruined. 
People  are  all  rogues  and  thieves,  and  the  rich- 
er they  believe  a  man  to  be  the  more  they  plun- 
der him."  And  he  would  have  departed  the 
very  next  day  but  for  an  unexpected  hindrance. 
Lady  Turbei-ville  actually  called!  that  is, 
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they  found  her  card  lying  on  the  table,  and  with 
it  an  invitation  to  a  large  assembly  which  she 
was  in  the  habit  of  giving  once  in  the  season ; 
thereby  paying  off  her  own  social  and  her  hus- 
band's political  debts.  It  was  a  fortnight  dis- 
tant, and  Josephine  would  fain  have  declined, 
but  her  husband  looked  horrified. 

"  Refuse  !  Refuse  the  Countess  !  What  can 
you  be  thinking  of?  Why,  hers  is  just  the  set 
in  which  we  ought  to  move,  where  X  am  sure 
to  be  properly  appreciated.  You  too,  my  dear, 
Avhen  people  find  out  that  you  come  of  good 
family — if  you  would  only  get  over  your  coun- 
try Avays,  and  learn  to  shine  in  society." 

Josephine  smiled,  and  there  came  again  to 
lier  lips  the  bitter  warning,  which  she  knew  was 
safe  not  to  be  comprehended,  "Let  sleeping 
dogs  lie!"  .For  lately  thrust  against  her  will 
into  this  busy,  brilliant,  strong,  intellectual  lite 
— such  as  every  body  must  see  more  or  less  in 
London — there  had  arisen  in  her  a  dim,  dor- 
mant sense  of  what  she  was  —  a  woman  with 
eyes  to  see,  brains  to  judge,  and  a  heart  to  com- 
jn-ehend  it.  Also,  what  she  might  have  been, 
and  how  much  she  might  have  done,  both  of 
herself  and  by  means  of  her  large  fortune,  if 
she  had  been  unmarried,  or  married  to  a  differ- 
ent sort  of  man.  She  felt  dawning  sometimes 
a  wild  womanly  ambition,  or  rather  the  fore- 
shadowing of  what,  under  other  circumstances, 
that  ambition  might  have  been — as  passionate, 
as  tender,  as  that  which  she  thought  she  per- 
ceived one  night  in  the  eyes  of  a  great  states- 
man's wife  listening  to  her  husband  speaking 
in  the  House  of  Commons.  Even  as  she,  Jose- 
phine de  Bougainville,  could  have  listened,  she 
knew,  had  Heaven  sent  her  such  a  man. 

But  these  were  wild  wicked  thoughts.  She 
pressed  them  down,  and  turned  her  attention 
to  other  things,  esj)ecially  to  the  new  fashion- 
able costume  in  which  her  husband  insisted  she 
was  to  commence  "shining  in  society." 

When,  on  the  momentous  night.  Sir  Edward 
handed  his  wife,  rather  ostentatiously,  through 
the  knot  of  idlers  in  the  hotel  lobby,  he  declared 
with  truth  that  she  looked  "  beautiful."  So  she 
did,  Avitli  the  beauty  which  is  independent  of 
mere  youth.  She  had  made  the 'best  of  her 
beauty,  too,  as,  when  nigh  upon  fort}^  every 
woman  is  bound  to  take  extra  pains  in  doing. 
In  defiance  of  the  court  milliner,  she  had  in- 
sisted upon  veiling  her  faded  neck  and  arms 
with  rich  lace,  and  giving  stateliness  to  her  tall 
thin  figure  by  sweeping  folds  of  black  velvet. 
Also,  instead  of  foolish  artificial  flowers  in  her 
gray  hair,  she  w^ore  a  sort  of  head-dress,  simple 
yet  regal,  which  made  her  look,  as  her  maid 
declared,  "like  a  picture."  She  did  not  try 
to  be  young ;  but  she  could  not  help  being 
beautiful. 

Enchanted  with  her  appearance,  her  husband 
called  her  exuberantly  "his  jewel;"  which  no 
doubt  she  was ;  only  he  had  no  wish,  like  the 
tender  Scotch  lover,  to  "  wear  her  in  his  bosom" 
— he  would  much  have  preferred  to  plant  her 
in  his  cap-front,  in  a  gorgeous  setting,  for  all 


the  world  to  gaze  at.  Her  value  to  him  was 
not  in  herself,  but  what  she  appeared  to  other 
people. 

Therefore,  when  he  saw  her  contrasted  with 
the  brilliant  crowd  which  straggled  up  the  stair- 
case of  Turberville  House,  his  enthusiastic  ad- 
miration of  her  a  little  cooled  down. 

"How  dark  you  look  in  that  black  gown! 
There's  something  not  right  about  you,  not  like 
these  other  ladies.  I  see  what  it  is,  you  dress 
yourself  in  far  too  old-fashioned  and  too  plain 
I  a  way.  Very  provoking !  when  I  wanted  you 
to  appear  your  best  before  her  ladyship." 

"She  will  never  see  me  in  this  crowd,"  was 
all  Josephine  answered,  or  had  time  to  answer, 
being  drifted  apart  from  her  husband,  who  dart- 
ed after  a  face  he  thought  he  knew. 

In  the  pause,  while,  half  amused,  half  be- 
wildered, she  looked  on  at  this  her  first  speci- 
men of  what  Sir  Edward  called  "society," 
Lady  de  Bougainville  heard  accidentally  a  few 
comments  on  Sir  Edward  from  two  young,  men, 
who  a])parently  recognized  him,  but,  naturally, 
not  her. 

"That  man  is  a  fool — a  perfect  fool.  And 
such  a  conceited  fool  too ! — ^^you  should  hear 
him  in  the  lobby  of  the  House,  chattering  about 
his  friend  the  Earl,  to  whom  he  thinks  himself 
of  such  importance.  Who  is  he  —  do  you 
know  ?" 

-  "  Oh,  a  country  squire,  just  knighted.  Not 
a  bad  fellow.  Lord  Cosmo  says,  very  rich,  and 
with  such  a  charming  wife !  Might  do  Avell 
enough  among  his  familiar  turnips,  but  here? 
Why  will  he  make  himself  such  an  ass !" 

To  be  half  conscious  of  a  truth  one's  self,  and 
to  hear  it  broadly  stated  by  other  people,  are 
two  very  different  things.  Josephine  shrank 
back,  feeling  for  the  moment  as  if  whipped 
with  nettles ;  till  she  remembered  they  were 
only  nettles,  not  swords.  No  moral  delinquen- 
cy had  been  cast  up  against  her  husband  ;  and 
for  the  rest,  wdiat  did  it  matter  ? — she  knew  it 
all  before  :  and,  in  spite  of  her  fine  French  sense 
of  comme  il  faut^  and  her  pure  high  breeding, 
she  had  learned  to  put  up  with  it.  She  could 
do  so  still. 

Pushing  with  difficulty  through  the  throng, 
she  rejoined  Sir  Edward.  "  Keep  close  to  me," 
she  said.    "Don't  leave  me  again,  pray." 

"  Very  well,  my  dear ;  but — Ah  !  there  are 
two  friends  of  mine!"  And  in  his  impulsive 
way  he  introduced  to  her  at  once  the  very  young 
men  who  had  been  speaking  of  him. 

Lady  de  Bougainville  bowed,  looking  them 
both  right  in  the  face  with  those  stern  unflinch- 
ing eyes  of  hers  ;  and,  young  men  of  fashion  as 
they  were,  they  both  blushed  scarlet.  Then, 
putting  her  arm  through  her  husband's,  she 
walked  deliberately  on,  carrying  her  head  very 
erect,  to  the  select  circle  where,  glittering  un- 
der a  blaze  of  ancestral  diamonds,  and  scarce- 
ly recognizable  as  the  old  lady  who  had  trav- 
eled in  such  quiet,  alniost  shabby  simplicity, 
stood  the  little,  brown,  Avithered,  but  still  court- 
ly and  dignified  Countess  of  Turberville. 
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"  Stop,"  whispered  Sir  Edward,  in  unwonted 
timidity.  "It  is  so  very — very  awkward.  I 
do  hope  her  ladyship  has  forgotten.  Must  I 
apologize  ?  What  in  the  world  am  I  to  say  to 
her?    Josephine,  do  stop  one  minute." 

Josephine  obeyed. 

And  here  let  me  too  pause,  lest  I  might  be 
misconstrued  in  the  picture  Avhich  I  draw — I 
own  in  not  too  flattering  colors — of  Sir  Edward 
de  Bougainville. 

It  was  not  his  low  origin,  not  the  shadow 
of  the  Scanlan  porter-bottles,  which  made  him 
what  he  was.  I  have  known  gentlemen  whose 
fathers  were  plowmen — nay,  the  truest  gen- 
tleman I  ever  knew  was  the  son  of  a  working 
mechanic.  And  I  have  seen  boors  who  had 
titles,  and  who,  in  spite  of  the  noble  lineage  of 
centuries,  were  boors  still.  What  made  this 
man  vulgar  was  the  innate  coarseness  of  his 
nature,  lacquered  over  with  superficial  refine- 
ment. He  was,  in  fact,  that  which,  in  all  ranks 
of  life,  is  the  very  opposite  of  a  gentleman — a 
sham.  I  do  not  love  him,  but  I  will  not  be 
unfair,  to  him ;  and  if  I  hold  him  up  to  con- 
tempt, I  wish  it  clearly  to  be  understood  what 
are  the  things  I  despise  him  for. 

Did  his  wife  despise  him  ?  How  can  one 
tell?  We  often  meet  men  and  their  wives, 
concerning  whom  we  ask  of  ourselves  the  same 
question,  and  wonder  how  they  ever  came  to  be 
united ;  yet  the  wives  move  in  society  with 
smiling  countenances,  and  perform  unshrink- 
ingly their  various  duties,  as  Lady  de  Bougain- 
ville performed  hers. 

"Shall  we  go  on  now?"  she  said,  and  led 
her  husband  forward  to  the  dreadful  ordeal. 
But  it  passed  over  quite  harmlessly — rather 
worse  than  harmlessly ;  for  the  Countess  mere- 
ly bowed,  smiling  upon  them  as  upon  all  her 
other  guests,  and  apparently  scarcely  recogniz- 
ing them,  in  that  dense,  ever-moving  throng. 
They  Avent  on  with  it,  and  never  saw  their 
hostess  again  all  the  evening.  The  sole  re- 
ward they  gained  for  three  hours  of  pushing 
and  scrambling,  heated  rooms  and  an  infinites- 
imal quantity  of  refreshment,  was  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  their  names  in  the  paper  next  day 
among  the  Countess  of  Turberville's  four  hun- 
dred invited  guests. 

This  was  Lady  de  Bougainville's  first  and 
last  experience  of  "shining  in  society" — that 
is,  London  society,  which  alone  Sir  Edward 
thought  worth  every  thing.  He  paid  for  it 
with  several  days  of  illness,  brought  on  by  the 
heat  and  excitement,  and  perhaps  the  disap- 
pointment too,  though  to  the  latter  he  never 
owned.  After  that  he  was  glad  enough  to  go 
home. 

Oh,  how  Josephine's  heart  leaped  when  she 
saw,  nestling  among  the  green  hills,  the  gray 
outline  of  Oldham  Court !  She  had,  more  than 
any  one  I  ever  knew,  the  quality  of  adhesive- 
ness, not  only  to  persons  but  places.  She  had 
loved  Wren's  Nest,  though  her  husband's  in- 
cessant schemes  for  quitting  it,  and  her  own 
constant  terror  for  the  future,  made  her  never 
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feel  settled  there ;  but  Oldham  Court,  besides 
being  her  ideal  of  a  house  to  live  in,  was  her 
own  house,  her  home,  from  which  fate  now 
seemed  powerless  to  uproot  her.  She  clung  to 
it,  as,  had  she  been  one  of  those  happy  wives 
who  carry  their  home  about  with  them,  she 
never  might  have  clung ;  but  things  being  as 
they  were,  it  was  well  she  did  do  so — well  that 
she  could  accept  what  she  had,  and  rejoice  in 
it,  without  craving  for  the  impossible. 

After  their  return  she  had  a  wonderfully 
quiet  and  ha})py  summer.  Her  children  came 
about  her,  from  school  and  college,  enjoying 
their  holidays  the  more  for  the  hard  work  be- 
tween. And  her  husband  found  something  to 
do,  something  to  amuse  himself  with  ;  he  was 
appointed  a  magistrate  for  the  county,  and  de- 
voted himself,  with  all  his  Irish  eagerness  after 
novelty,  to  the  administration  of  justice  upon 
all  offenders.  Being  not  only  a  magistrate  but 
a  clergyman,  he  considered  himself  bound  to 
lay  on  the  moral  whip  as  heavily  as  possible, 
until  his  wife,  who  had  long  lost  with  him  the 
title  of  "Themis,"  sometimes  found  it  necessa- 
ry to  go  after  him,  not  as  Justice,  but  as  Mercy, 
binding  up  the  wounds  he  made. 

"You  see,"  he  said,  "in  my  position,  and 
with  the  morality  of  the  whole  district  in  my 
keeping,  I  must  be  severe.  I  must  pass  over 
nothing,  or  people  will  think  I  am  lax  myself." 

And  many  was  the  poor  fellow  he  committed 
to  the  county  jail  for  having  unfortunately  a 
fish  in  his  hat  or  a  young  leveret  in  his  pocket ; 
many  was  the  case  of  petty  larceny  that  he  dealt 
with  according  to  the  utmost  rigor  of  the  law. 
It  was  his  chief  amusement,  this  rigid  exercise 
of  authority,  and  he  really  enjoyed  it  exceed- 
ingly- 

Happily,  it  served  to  take  off  his  attention 
from  his  three  sons,  who  were  coming  to  that 
age  when  to  press  the  yoke  of  paternal  rule  too 
tightly  upon  young  growing  shoulders  is  some- 
times rather  dangerous.  All  the  boys,  Ce'sar 
especially,  instinctively  gave  their  father  as  wide 
a  berth  as  possible.  Not  that  he  ignored  them 
as  he  once  used  to  do  ;  on  the  contrary,  to  stran- 
gers he  was  rather  fond  of  talking  about  "  my 
eldest  son  at  Oxford,"  and  "my  two  boys  Avho 
are  just  going  to  Rugby."  But  inside  the  house 
he  interfered  little  with  them,  and  had  no  more 
of  their  company  than  was  inevitable. 

With  their  mother  it  was  quite  different. 
Now,  as  heretofore,  she  was  all  in  all  to  them, 
and  they  to  her.  Walking,  riding,  or  driving 
together,  they  had  her  quite  to  themselves :  en- 
joving  with  her  the  new-found  luxuries  of  their 
life. 

"Mamma,  how  beautiful  you  look  in  that 
nice  gown! — the  very  picture  of  a  Lady  de 
Bougainville!"  they  would  say,  in  their  fond 
boyish  admiration.  And  she,  when  she  watched 
them  ride  out  on  their  pretty  ponies,  and  was 
able  to  give  them  dogs  and  guns,  and  every 
thing  that  boys  delight  in,  exulted  in  the  for- 
tunate wealth,  and  blessed  Mr.  Oldham  in  her 
heart. 
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In  truth,  under  this  strong  maternal  influence, 
and  almost  wholly  maternal  guidance,  her  sons 
were  growing  up  every  thing  that  she  desired 
to  see  them.  Making  all  allowance  for  the 
tender  exaggerations  of  memory — I  believe,  even 
from  Bridget's  account,  that  the  young  De  Bou- 
gainvilles  must  have  been  very  good  boys — 
honest,  candid,  generous,  affectionate  ;  the  com- 
fort and  pride  of  their  happy  mother  during  this 
first  year  of  prosperity. 

Even  after  she  had  dispatched  them,  each  by 
tun,  to  school  and  college,  she  was  not  sad. 
She  had  only  sent  them  away  to  do  their  fitting 
work  in  the  world,  and  she  knew  they  would  do 
it  well.  She  trusted  them,  young  as  they  were, 
and  oh  !  the  blessing  of  trust  I — almost  greater 
than  that  of  love.  And  she  had  plenty  of  love, 
too,  daily  surrounding  her,  both  from  the  boys 
away  and  the  three  girls  at  home.  With  one  or 
other  of  her  six  children  her  time  and  thoughts 
were  incessantly  occupied.  Mothers,  real  mo- 
thers, be  they  rich  or  poor,  have  seldom  leisure 
either  to  grow  morbid  or  to  grieve. 

Of  all  the  many  portraits  extant  of  her,  per- 
haps the  one  I  like  the  best  is  a  daguerreotype 
by  Claudet,  taken  during  this  bright  year.  It 


is  not  a  flattered  likeness,  of  course — the  gray 
hairs  and  wrinkles  are  plain  to  be  seen — but  it 
has  a  sweetness,  a  composed,  placid  content, 
greater  than  any  other  of  the  various  portraits 
of  Lady  de  Bougainville. 

It  came  home  from  London,  she  once  told 
me,  on  a  very  momentous  day,  so  much  so  that 
it  was  put  aside,  locked  up,  and  never  looked 
at  for  months  and  years. 

Some  hours  before,  she  had  parted  from  her 
eldest  boy,  who  was  returning  to  Oxford,  sorry 
to  leave  his  mother  and  his  home,  but  yet  glad 
to  be  at  work  again.  She  had  seen  him  off, 
driving  his  father,  who  had  to  take  his  place 
for  the  first  time  on  the  bench  of  magistrates, 
to  the  county  town,  and  now  she  sat  thinking 
of  her  son — how  exactly  he  looked  the  charac- 
ter of  "the  young  heir,"  and  how  excessively 
like  he  was  to  her  own  fiither — outwardly  and 
inwardly  every  inch  a  De  Bougainville.  He 
seemed  to  grow  up  day  by  day  in  her  sight,  as 
Wordsworth's  Young  Romilly  in  that  of  his  mo- 
ther, "a  delightful  tree" — 

"And  proudly  did  his  branches  wave." 

She  felt  that  under  their  shadow  she  might  yet 
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rejoice,  and  have  in  her  declining  age  many 
blessed  days.  Days  as  calm  and  lovely  as  this 
October  afternoon ;  when  the  hills  lay  quiet, 
transfigured  in  golden  light,  and  the  old  gray 
house  itself  shone  with  a  beauty  as  sweet  and 
yet  solemn  as  that  of  an  old  woman's  face  ;  the 
face  that  sometimes,  when  she  looked  in  the 
glass,  she  tried  to  fancy,  wondering  how  her 
sons  would  look  at  it  some  of  these  days.  Only 
her  sons.  For  the  world  outside,  and  its  com- 
ments upon  her,  Josephine,  from  first  to  last, 
never  cared  two  straws. 

Yet  she  was  not  unsocial,  and  sometimes, 
both  for  herself  and  her  children's  sake,  would 
have  preferred  a  less  lonely  life  than  they  had 
at  Oldham  Court — would  have  liked  occasion- 
ally to  mix  with  persons  of  her  own  sphere  and 
on  the  level  of  her  own  cultivation.  Now  her 
only  friends  were  the  poor  people  of  the  neigh- 
borhood, among  whom  she  went  about  a  good 
deal,  and  who  looked  up  to  her  as  to  the  Lady 
Bountiful  of  the  whole  country-side. 

But  that  day  she  had  enjoyed  some  pleasure 
in  a  long  talk  with  the  last  person  she  expected 
to  see  or  to  fraternize  with — Lady  Tnrberville. 
They  had  met  at  the  cottage  of  an  old  woman, 
to  whom  Josephine  had  been  very  kind.  The 
Countess  also ;  only,  as  she  herself  OAvned,  her 
charities  were  necessarily  limited.  "You  are 
a  much  richer  woman  than  I,"  she  had  said, 
with  a  proud  frankness,  as  she  stood  tucking 
up  her  gown-skirt  to  walk  back  the  three  miles 
to  the  Hall,  and  eyed  with  good-natured,  but 
half- satirical  glance,  Lady  de  Bougainville's 
splendid  carriage,  which  had  just  drawn  up  to 
the  cottage-door. 

Josephine  explained  that  she  had  intended 
to  take  the  paralytic  old  woman  a  drive. 

"But,  since  it  rains  so  fast,  if  Lady  Turber- 
ville  would — " 

"  If  she  would  give  you  the  chance  of  being 
kind  to  one  old  woman  instead  of  another? 
Well,  as  I  am  rheumatic,  and  neighborly  kind- 
ness is  pleasant,  will  you  drive  me  home  ?" 

"  Gladly,"  said  Lady  de  Bougainville.  And 
they  became  quite  friendly  before  they  reached 
the  Hall. 

Altogether  the  strong  shrewd  simplicity  of 
the  old  Countess  —  she  was  about  sixty-five, 
but  looked  older,  from  her  worn  face  and  plain, 
almost  common  style  of  dress — had  refreshed 
and  amused  Josephine  very  much.  While 
heartily  despising  the  doctrine,  that  it  is  ad- 
visable to  pull  one's  self  up  in  the  world  by 
hanging  on  to  the  skirts  of  great  people,  she 
yet  had  acuteness  enough  to  see  that,  both  for 
one's  self  and  one's  children,  it  is  well  to  cul- 
tivate good,  suitable,  and  pleasant  society  ;  not 
to  hide  one's  head  in  a  hole,  but  to  see  a  little 
of  the  world,  and  choose  out  of  it  those  friends 
or  acquaintance  from  whom  we  can  get,  or  to 
whom  we  can  give,  the  best,  the  most  sympathy 
and  companionship. 

"My  girls  have  no  friends  at  all  now," thought 
she,  "  and  they  will  want  some.  Adrienne  must 
come  out  this  winter;  poor  little  Adrienne!" 
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And  she  sighed,  reflecting  that  in  their  present 
limited  circle  Miss  de  Bougainville's  "  coming 
out,''  would  be  in  a  very  moderate  form  indeed. 
"Still  she  must  in  time  get  to  know  a  few  peo- 
ple, and  she  ought  to  learn  to  make  friends,  as 
Lady  Turberville  said.  If  Lady  Susan  and 
Lady  Emily  are  like  their  mother,  they  might 
be  good  companions  for  my  poor  Adrienne!" 

And  then  the  mother's  mind  wandered  off 
in  all  sorts  of  directions,  as  mothers'  minds  and 
hearts  always  do :  to  Ce'sar  on  his  journey  to 
Oxford ;  to  Louis  and  Martin  at  school ;  and 
back  again  to  her  little  girls  at  home.  Catherine 
was  still  "the  baby,"  and  treated  as  such;  but 
Gabrielle  at  thirteen  looked  nearly  as  womanly 
as  Adrienne.  And  Gabrielle  would  certainly 
grow  up  beautiful  — how  beautiful,  with  her 
coquettish  and  impulsive  temperament,  the  mo- 
th er  was  almost  afraid  to  think.  Still  she  was 
secretly  very  proud  of  her,  as  she  was  of  all  her 
children. 

She  sat  a  long  time  thinking  of  them  all, 
and  watching  the  sun  disappear  behind  the 
hills,  setting  in  glory  upon  Avhat  seemed  to 
have  been  the  loveliest  day  of  the  whole  season, 
and  the  most  enjoyable. 

Alas !  it  was  her  last  day  of  enjoyment,  her 
last  day  of  peace. 
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IF  that  quaint  fancy  of  Hawthorne's  should 
ever  be  realized,  and  upon  this  planet — the 
last  inhabitant  having  disappeared  from  it — a 
new  Adam  and  Eve  should  walk  amidst  the 
ruins  of  our  cities,  seeking  to  spell  out  from 
their  relics  the  character  and  occupations  of 
those  who  had  dwelt  here,  it  is  sad  to  think 
what  they  would  conclude  from  the  statues  and 
monuments  of  London.    The  columns  raised 
to  warriors,  to  stupid  and  licentious  kings,  to 
wily  diplomatists,  would  meet  them  on  every 
hand,  while  it  would  require  geographical  ex- 
ploration to  discover  that  by  the  side  of  such 
had  lived  and  thought  the  men  who  bequeathed 
to  the  English-speaking  race  its  literature  and 
its  liberties.    The  most  prominent  monuments 
that  look  down  upon  the  children  growing  up 
in  the  streets  of  London  say  to  them  :  "If  you 
would  be  great,  shed  the  blood  of  your  fellow- 
men  gallantly.    Wear  a  badge  on  your  breast, 
or  a  jeweled  bauble  on  your  head,  and  leave  be- 
hind you  as  many  records  of  intrigue,  stupidity, 
and  folly  as  you  will,  you  shall  be  set  up  for  the 
homage  of  posterity."    But  to-day  it  is  given 
us  to  note  happier  signs.    The  unveiling  of  a 
memorial  tomb  in  honor  of  Leigh  Hunt  reminds 
us  that  the  case  of  Captain  Pen  against  Captain 
Sword,  which  he  once  argued,  is  not  yet  decided 
in  favor  of  the  latter.    A  year  or  tAvo  ago  I  re- 
member going  to  Kensal- Green  Cemetery  to 
visit  the  grave  of  the  author  of  "Abou  Ben 
Adhem,"  but  could  not  find  it.    The  sexton 
had  some  fine  tombs  to  point  out,  but  he  had 
never  heard  of  this  Mr.  Hunt.    So  I  could  only 
remember  that  it  was  said  of  old,  "  The  right- 
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eous  dieth,  and  no  man  layeth  it  to  heart.''  But 
to-day  was  unveiled  there  that  almost  saintly 
face,  whose  pure  intelligence,  only  the  purest 
marble  and  the  most  loving  art  could  express. 

The  occasion  (October  19,  the  eighty-fifth 
return  of  Leigh  Hunt's  birthday)  was  a  pecul- 
iar and  interesting  one  in  many  ways.  There 
were,  indeed,  some  conspicuous  absences,  but 
no  less  significant  presences,  among  the  faces 
of  those  who  gathered  in  the  little  room  of  the 
chapel  to  listen  to  what  Lord  Houghton  had 
now  to  say  of  the  old  friend  whom  he  knew  and 
loved  in  the  days  when  he  was  Richard  Monck- 
ton  Milnes.  They  were  brought  together  when 
Lord  Houghton  was  writing  the  biography  of 
John  Keats,  whom  Leigh  Hunt  so  dearly  loved. 
It  was  a  member  of  the  English  Cabinet  whom 
we  came  to  hear  speak  of  one  for  whom  an  En- 
glish Government  of  former  years  had  nothing 
better  than  a  prison.  Very  few  of  the  veterans 
who  fought  for  religious  and  civil  liberty  by  the 
side  of  Leigh  Hunt  remained  to  rejoice  in  this 
homage  of  a  new  generation  to  their  old  leader. 
The  venerable  Barry  Cornwall  could  only  send 
a  tender  letter  from  his  confinement,  but  he 
was  reverenced  in  the  presence  of  his  daughter, 
Adelaide  Procter.  There  were  some  aged  men 
of  letters,  who,  like  Hunt,  had  long  struggled 


with  poverty,  old  playwrights  and  bookworms 
— as  Oilier,  Hall,  Chatelaine,  and  Home ;  but 
the  company  was  principally  made  up  of  the 
younger  generation  of  journalists  and  magazin- 
ists,  among  them  the  descendants  of  Leigh  Hunt 
— his  sons  and  their  wives — on  whom  the  world 
smiles  far  more  than  it  did  on  him  Avho  has 
made  their  name  famous  to  some,  dear  to  many 
more.  There  was  something  very  genuine  in 
the  whole  affair ;  there  were  no  ceremonies  or 
conventionalities.  The  company  stood,  and 
Lord  Houghton  delivered  his  simple  and  im- 
pressive address  standing  on  a  chair.  In  that 
address  he  gave  a  true  and  discriminating  por- 
trait of  the  poet  and  critic.  He  recognized  the 
silvery  threads  of  association  that  bound  that 
spot  with  the  resting-places  of  the  great  men 
to  whom  Leigh  Hunt  was  intellectually  related. 
"This  scene,"  he  said,  "will  beckon  many  an 
observer  to  the  marshy  shores  of  Greece,  where 
the  tumultuous  spirit  of  Byron  passed  away  ;  to 
the  beautiful  Roman  cemetery,  where  the  au- 
tumnal flowers  are  at  this  moment  growing 
over  the  young  form  of  Keats  and  the  storm- 
bowed,  storm-cast  heart  of  Shelley  ;  it  will  lead 
many  a  one  to  those  pleasant  hills  among  the 
Westmoreland  lakes,  where  the  placid  fame  and 
frame  of  Wordsworth  rest ;  it  will  take  many 
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of  us  to  the  more  familiar  grave-yards  not  far 
from  this,  where  the  witty  tongue  of  Charles 
Lamb  is  silent,  and  the  busy  brain  of  Coleridge 
speculates  no  more,"  In  his  estimate  of  Leigh 
Hunt's  genius.  Lord  Houghton  regarded  him  as 
unequaled  in  poetical  criticism.  "  With  him 
criticism,  which  is  too  often  an  enemy  or  a  de- 
tective, was  a  gracious  patron  and  a  faithful 
friend."  Alluding  to  his  private  stinggles  and 
sorrows,  the  speaker  remarked  on  his  fidelity 
and  courage  through  them  all,  describing  him 
as  having  "  a  superstition  of  good."  "  He  was 
unwilling  to  believe  in  the  existence  of  evil; 
and  when  it  pressed  upon  him,  even  in  its  bitter- 
est form,  he  shut  his  eyes  to  it  and  believed  it 
to  be  good."  In  closing,  the  speaker  quoted, 
felicitously,  two  of  the  poet's  lines  : 

"The  woe  was  short,  is  fugitive,  is  past; 
The  soug  that  sweetens  it  may  always  last." 

When  the  address  was  concluded  we  all  re- 
paired to  the  grave.  Here  the  bust  of  the  poet, 
veiled,  stood  beside  a  dais  or  platform.  The 
sculptor,  Durham,  stood  before  his  work.  Lord 
Houghton,  accompanied  by  Leigh  Hunt's  son, 
Thornton  Hunt  (editor  of  the  Daily  Telegraph^ 
mounted  the  platform,  and  there  the  former 
withdrew  the  covering,  saying,  as  he  did  so  : 
"In  the  name  of  the  subscribers  to  this  monu- 
ment, and  of  the  friends  of  Mr.  Leigh  Hunt, 
who  remember  him,  and  are  careful  of  his  fame, 
I  present  this  monument  to  his  family,  to  the 
country,  and  to  posterity."  The  people  started 
as  the  beautiful  face  beamed  upon  them ;  for 
the  moment  it  seemed  to  smile  like  a  spirit, 
newly  descended.  Eyes  grew  moist ;  there  was 
a  pause  of  silent  homage.  We  read  the  simple 
inscription,  taken  from  his  most  imperishable 
poem  : 

"Write  me  as  one  that  loves  his  fellow-men." 

It  was  a  sight  about  which  the  sliades  of  Hood, 
and  Jerrold,  and  Thackeray — whose  dust  lay 
so  near — might  have  hovered,  to  witness  this 
latest  testimony  to  the  truth  of  old  Shirley's 
lines : 

"Only  the  actions  of  the  just 
Smell  sweet  and  blossom  in  the  dust." 

It  is  difficult  for  us  in  this  Victorian  era  to 
realize  the  state  of  things  amidst  which  this 
gentle  poet  was  required  to  do  the  service  of  a 
hero  and  martyr.  "From  the  beginning  of 
this  century,"  said  Sydney  Smith,  "  to  the  death 
of  Lord  Liverpool,  was  an  awful  period  for  any 
one  v/ho  ventured  to  maintain  liberal  opinions. 
He  was  sure  to  be  assailed  with  all  the  Bil- 
lingsgate of  the  French  Revolution  ;  'Jacobin,' 
'Leveler,'  'Atheist,'  'Incendiary,'  'Regicide,' 
were  the. gentlest  terms  used;  and  any  man  who 
breathed  a  syllable  against  the  senseless  bigotry 
of  the  two  Georges  was  shunned  as  unfit  for 
social  life.  To  say  a  word  against  any  abuse 
that  a  rich  man  inflicted  and  a  poor  man  suf- 
fered, was  bitterly  and  steadily  resented ;  and 
in  one  year  12,000  persons  were  committed  for 
offenses  against  the  game  laws."    In  France 


the  reaction  from  the  Revolution  had  borne 
Napoleon  to  the  height  of  his  power ;  and  in 
England  a  panic  about  the  possible  revolution 
had  given  a  despotic  authority  to  the  Prince 
Regent,  the  weakest  and  meanest  man  that 
ever  sat  on  the  English  throne,  whose  idea  of 
government  and  order  was  to  cut  down  men, 
women,  and  children,  as  at  Peterloo,  while  they 
were  solemnly  and  quietly  discussing  their 
rights.  This  was  the  age  in  which  Leigh  Hunt, 
armed  with  types  —  types  charged  with  ideas 
and  principles  —  began  his  siege  against  the 
bastions  of  wrong.  No  newspaper  in  any  age 
of  the  world  was  ever  Avielded  with  more  terri- 
ble effect  than  the  Examiner,  which  his  brother 
published  and  he  edited  in  those  days  ;  its  brill- 
iant paragraphs,  poetical  outbursts,  scathing 
exposures,  shafts  of  polished  satire,  above  all 
its  absolutely  brave  and  direct  tone,  became 
familiar  to  every  household  in  Great  Britain. 
"I  well  remember,"  said  Carlyle  to  me  lately, 
"  how  its  weekly  coming  was  looked  for  in  our 
village  in  Scotland.  The  place  of  its  delivery 
was  besieged  by  an  eager  crowd,  and  its  col- 
umns furnished  the  town  talk  till  the  next  num- 
ber came." 

How  could  the  Prince  Regent  reply  to  all 
that  ?  He  had  but  one  argument  that  was  un- 
answerable. He  shut  up  Leigh  Hunt  and  his 
brother  in  Surrey  jail  for  two  years.  This  was 
the  Georgian  logic,  but  it  was  much  like  the 
plan  of  the  gentleman  who  built  his  garden- 
walls  very  high  in  order  to  keep  out  the  crows. 
The  occasion  of  the  incarceration  has  a  touch 
of  historic  irony  about  it.  At  a  public  dinner 
on  St.  Patrick's  Day  the  Prince  Regent's  health 
was  received  coldly.  Mr.  Sheridan  arose  to 
vindicate  the  Regent,  but  the  audience  hissed 
him.  The  Morning  Post  next  day  spoke  of  the 
Prince  as  "the  Maicenas  of  the  age,"  and  "an 
Adonis  of  loveliness !"  The  Examiner  compared 
the  flattery  with  the  facts.  So  John  and  Leigh 
Hunt  must  pay  a  thousand  pounds  and  go  to 
prison  for  two  years.  The  Government  offered 
to  forego  both  fine  and  imprisonment  if  the 
Examiner  would  promise  to  abstain  for  the  fu- 
ture from  criticising  the  Prince  and  his  actions  ; 
but  there  was  a  brief  and  easy  reply  for  that. 

Milton  compared  those  who  attempted  to 
suppress  freedom  of  speech  and  of  printing  to 
those  who  should  try  to  put  out  a  lively  fire  by 
trampling  on  it ;  they  send  the  sparks  all  the 
more  into  their  own  faces.  If  any  thing  had 
been  needed  to  make  the  Examiner  irresistible 
it  was  that  it  should  be  edited  from  a  prison. 
The  walls  around  the  royal  parks  might  do  to 
keep  out  pigs ;  hardly  eagles.  The  winged 
thoughts  of  Leigh  Hunt  had  freer  course  than 
ever;  and  now  with  their  daring  flight  came 
such  vigorous  spirits  as  Brougham,  Keats,  Shel- 
ley, Lamb,  Godwin,  and  the  hosts  they  several- 
ly commanded  in  the  world  of  thought.  When 
Leigh  Hunt  came  out  of  prison  it  was  not  chief- 
ly he,  but  the  Government,  Avhich  breathed  more 
freely.  But  their  relief  was  only  momentary. 
I  They  had  now  thoroughly  sprung  upon  the  na- 
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tion  the  question  of  its  right  to  free  thought 
and  a  free  press ;  and  when  Leigh  Hunt  came 
out  of  prison  it  was  to  lead  in  that  conflict 
which  finally  leveled  this  last  fortress  in  which 
oppression  in  England  had  taken  refuge.  It 
was  he,  above  all  others,  that  won  the  vic- 
tory. 

The  reader  of  Leigh  Hunt's  poetry  and  of  his 
poetic  prose  can  hardly  realize  that  he  who  wrote 
ihem  lived  amidst  such  storms  as  these,  or  that 
he  was  all  his  life  struggling  with  poverty,  and 
suffering  under  the  severest  domestic  afflictions. 
His  most  promising  son  died  early ;  another  son 
came  to  what  was  worse  than  death.  During 
all  this  time  he  was  as  cheery  as  the  cricket  of 
which  he  sung.  "I  never  saw,"  said  Carlyle, 
in  my  hearing,  "a  more  happy,  indomitable 
soul."  He  was  an  inveterate  hoper,  his  face 
ever  toward  the  sunrise.  When  one  thinks 
of  the  gloomy  madness  of  the  wealthy  and  ti- 
tled Byron,  by  the  side  of  this  cheerful  and 
undaunted  man,  amidst  his  lowliness  and  pov- 
erty, there  is  room  for  more  reflections  than 
can  be  written  down  here.  Few  poets  have 
managed  to  scatter  so  much  sunshine  as  Leigh 
Hunt.  In  this  respect,  perhaps,  more  than  in 
any  other,  he  seems  to  have  been  commission- 
ed to  his  countrymen.  The  English  are  not  a 
merry,  but  rather  a  melancholy  people.  As  old 
Froissart  said,  they  even  amuse  themselves  sad- 
ly. This  may  be  partly  in  their  temperament, 
but  it  is,  I  think,  still  more  attributable  to  tne 
severity  of  the  struggle  for  existence  in  these 
crowded  islands.  Few  were  the  struggles  and 
sorrows  which  Leigh  Hunt  did  not  undergo ; 
3'et  how  he  transmuted  them  in  the  alembic 
of  his  hopeful  heart,  his  readers  need  not  be 
told.  Characteristic  is  the  happy  strain  of 
"The  Grasshopper  and  the  Cricket:" 

"Greeu  little  vaulter  in  the  sunny  q:rass, 
Catchiiii^  your  heart  up  at  the  feel  of  June — 
Sole  voice  that's  heard  amidst  the  lazy  noon 
When  even  the  bees  lag  at  the  summoning  brass ; 
And,  you,  warm  little  housekeeper,  who  class 
With  those  who  think  the  candles  come  too  soon, 
Lo%ing  the  fire,  and  with  your  tricksome  tune 
Nick  the  glad  silent  moments  as  they  pass  ! 
Oh,  sweet  and  tiny  cousins,  that  belong, 
One  to  the  fields,  the  other  to  the  hearth. 
Both  have  your  sunshine ;  both,  though  small,  are 
strong 

At  your  clear  hearts ;  and  both  seem  given  to  earth, 
To  sing  in  thoughtful  ears  this  natural  song— 
In  doors  and  out,  summer  and  winter,  mirth." 

In  one  other  thing  Leigh  Hunt  had  a  mes- 
sage for  the  English,  and  also  for  the  American 
people  (for,  as  Lord  Houghton  reminded  us,  he 
was  by  blood  half  an  American).  On  both 
sides  of  the  ocean  the  Anglo-Saxon  man  is  too 
generally  so  practical  that  he  cares  little  for 
visions  and  dreams,  and  counts  that  to  be  friv- 
olous that  can  not  be  harnessed  to  his  cart. 
We  must  have  sunk  much  further  into  this 
coarsest  form  of  utilitarianism  but  for  the  poets 
who  have  perennially  cast  their  ideal  tints  around 
and  above  us.  And  of  these  who  has  served 
us  more  than  he  who  uttered  the  "  Chorus  of 
Flowers?" 


"  Uselessness  divinest, 

Of  a  use  the  finest, 
Painteth  us,  the  teachers  of  the  end  of  use. 

Travelers  weary-eyed 

Bless  us,  far  and  wide ; 
Unto  sick  and  prisoned  thoughts  we  give  sudden  truce  : 

Not  a  poor  town  window 

Loves  its  sickliest  planting. 
But  its  wall  speaks  loftier  truth  than  Babylonian 
vaunting." 

There  was  something  very  appropriate  in  the 
selection  of  the  biographer  of  Keats  to  unveil 
the  monument  of  Hunt.  The  friendship  be- 
tween Keats  and  Hunt  constitutes  the  most 
beautiful  episode  in  the  sorrowful  lives  of  both 
of  them.  The  imprisonment  of  Hunt,  whom  he 
had  known  but  slightly  if  at  all,  kindled  the 
heart  of  Keats,  who,  on  the  undaunted  editors 
release,  wrote  the  following  sonnet : 

"  What  though,  for  showing  truth  to  flattered  state, 
Kind  Hunt  was  shut  in  prison,  yet  has  he, 
In  his  immortal  spirit,  been  as  free 

As  the  sky-searching  lark,  and  as  elate. 

Minion  of  grandeur !  think  you  he  did  wait"? 

Think  you  he  naught  but  prison-walls  did  see 
Till,  so  unwilling,  thou  unturn'dst  the  key? 

Ah,  no !  far  happier,  nobler  was  his  fate  ! 

In  Spenser's  halls  he  strayed,  and  bowers  f;\ir, 
Culling  euchanted  flowers ;  and  he  flew 

With  daring  Milton  through  the  fields  of  air: 
I  To  regions  of  his  own  his  genius  true 

Took  happy  flights.    Who  shall  his  fame  impair 

When  thou  art  dead,  and  all  thy  wretched  crew?" 

-  From  this  time  they  were  as  brothers.  They 
walked  and  read  together,  and  wrote  verses 
sometimes  on  the  same  subject  —  as,  for  in- 
stance, on  "The  Grasshopper  and  Cricket." 
It  was  after  sleeping  at  Hunt's  cottage,  in 
Hampstead  Heath,  that  Keats  wrote  his  "  Sleep 
and  Poetry."  "No  imaginative  pleasure," 
wrote  Hunt  of  those  days,  "  was  left  unnoticed 
by  us  or  unenjoyed,  from  the  recollection  of  the 
bards  and  patriots  of  old  to  the  luxury  of  a  sum- 
mer rain  at  our  windows,  or  the  clicking  of  the 
coal  in  winter  time."  There  is  something  at 
once  touching  and  heroic  in  seeing  these  two 
men,  amidst  so  many  disparagements  and  griefs, 
joining  to  build  their  little  ideal  world  on  bleak 
Hampstead  common,  and  dwelling  in  it  so  hap- 
pily. The  early  death  of  his  friend  was  a  heavy 
blow  to  Leigh  Hunt.  "  Tell  him,"  he  wrote  to 
Sivern,  who  was  watching  at  the  death-bed  in 
the  Piazza  di  Spagna,  "  tell  that  great  poet  and 
noble-hearted  man,  that  we  shall  all  bear  his 
memory  in  the  most  precious  part  of  our  hearts, 
and  that  the  Avorld  shall  bow  their  heads  to  it, 
as  our  loves  do."  How  little  did  he  dream  when 
he  thus  wrote  that  soon  he  would  be  under 
the  sunny  skies  of  Italy,  only  to  see  the  ashes 
of  the  next  dearest  friend  he  had  on  earth — 
Shelley — laid  by  the  side  of  his  beloved  brother- 
poet  !  Leigh  Hunt  was  about  thirty-seven  years 
of  age  when  he  went  to  Italy  to  join  Byron  and 
Shelley  in  the  publication  there  of  the  periodical 
from  which  so  much  was  expected.  Five  years 
afterward,  when  he  returned  to  England,  strick- 
en by  the  tragical  death  of  Shelley  and  grieved 
by  the  wretched  behavior  of  Byron  in  skulking 
out  of  his  engagements  concerning  the  proposed 
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publication,  he  was  already  aged.  Yet  there 
was  immense  power  of  work  in  him,  and  it  was 
destined  to  make  itself  felt.  He  lived  to  be 
seventy-three,  and  the  works  he  has  left  con- 
stitute the  completest  and  most  interesting  rec- 
ord of  the  strange  transitional  period  which  we 
now  know  to  have  been  the  seed-time  of  the 
fairest  fruits  of  the  present  liberal  and  literary 
generation.  It  is  pleasant  to  remember  that 
the  homage  just  paid  to  his  dust  was  not  in 
Leigh  Hunt's  case  a  satire  on  the  denial  of  the 
same  to  his  living  presence..  The  great  world 
was  indeed  to  a  large  extent  ignorant  of  how 
worthy  and  faithful  a  son  was  passing  beyond 
the  reach  of  its  praise  or  blame  in  that  bent, 
silken -haired  old  man  who  paced  the  roads 
around  Chelsea  in  the  afternoons  in  company 
with  his  neighbor  and  friend,  Thomas  Carlyle — 
that  man  of  whose  errors  they  will  speak  most 
reticently  who  know  that  no  aspiring  scholar  or 
earnest  thinker  has  dwelt  in  England  during  his 
long  career  who  has  not  reason  to  call  him 
blessed,  and  around  whom  has  gathered  the 
love  and  faith  of  every  high  spirit  of  his  time, 
even  of  those  who  differ  from  him.  But  what- 
ever neglect  he  may  have  suffered  at  the  hands 
of  the  million,  every  home  in  London  where  let- 
ters were  honored  welcomed  him  ;  the  arms  of 
all  who  belonged  to  the  fraternity  of  thought 
were  locked  around  him  ;  and  his  brilliant  con- 
versation, his  genial  wit,  his  wealth  of  remi- 
niscences and  anecdotes,  are  the  most  treas- 
ured souvenirs  of  many  homes  which  have  never 
ceased  to  mourn  his  loss. 

It  was  my  privilege  to  know  in  his  last  days, 
and  to  pass  some  memorable  evenings  with,  the 
late  William  Johnston  Fox,  Member  of  Parlia- 
ment for  Oldham,  who,  as  editor  of  the  Month- 
hj  Repository^  had  been  the  first  to  recognize 
and  declare  the  genius  of  Browning  and  Tenny- 
son. Among  the  memories  on  which  he  dwelt 
most  fondly  were  those  relating  to  his  long 
friendship  with  Leigh  Hunt,  whom  he  regard- 
ed as  having  represented  the  real  faith  and  sure 
destination  of  the  English  people.  My  recollec- 
tions of  that  matchless  orator  of  the  Corn-Law 
reform,  under  whose  voice  all  England  bent,  as 
Froude  has  described  it,  like  a  forest  beneath 
the  strong  wind,  have  given  a  certain  mournful 
interest  to  the  following  two  letters — the  occa- 
sion of  which  was  the  death  of  the  poet's  son 
Vincent — which  contain  nearly  the  last,  if  not 
the  very  last,  correspondence  of  Leigh  Hunt : 

"  3  SirssEX  Place,  Regent's  Park, 
1th  Nov.,  1S52. 

Mv  DEAR  Hunt,— Experience  might  have  harclenecl 
me  to  it  by  this  time ;  but  I  still  have  a  melancholy 
surprise  at  seeing  how  greatly  my  juniors  take  pre- 
cedence of  me  iu  the  final  journey.  Both  feelings 
came  strongly  over  me  when  I  read  a  late  announce- 
ment as  to  one  in  whom  what  little  I  saw  of  him 
(some  years  ago)  made  me  take  a  lively  interest  for 
his  own  sake  as  well  as  yours.  Forgive  the  sym- 
pathy of  a  fellow-veteran  in  the  battle  of  life,  if  it  ex- 
press itself  inopportunely  during  the  season  of  your 
domestic  calamity.  You  and  I  have  lived  through  the 
same  stormy  and  changeful  times  ;  we  have  fought 
under  the  same  banner,  though  you  with  finer  weap- 
ons, and  winning  the  more  enduring  wreaths  ;  and 

Vol,  XL.— No.  236.— 1 7 


it  may  probably  be  about  the  same  time  that  we  both 
make  the  'great  experiment.'  Allow,  therefore,  the 
mournful  hand-shake  of  an  old  comrade,  whose  sym- 
pathy for  you  in  this  trial  will  not  be  satisfied  with  en- 
ure quiescence.  I  will  say  no  more,  for  you  know 
quite  as  well  as  myself  all  that  is  to  be  said  on  such 
sad  events.      Ever  yours,  affectionately, 

"  W.  J.  Fox." 

To  this  the  following  answer  was  returned : 

"Kensington,  Wih  Nov.,  1852. 

"Most  welcome  was  your  letter,  my  dear  friend, 
though  I  have  not  had  the  courage  to  open  it  until 
this  moment.  I  felt  the  letter  like  your  presence,  and 
wrung  your  hand,  as  it  were,  looking  away  from  you. 
There  is  only  one  point  in  it  with  which  I  can  differ, 
and  that  concerns  yourself;  but  how  can  I  do  any 
thing  but  thank  you  for  it,  and  love  you  the  more, 
and  consider  it  a  new  bond  for  the  remainder  of  life 
between  us?  I  can  not  proceed  for  tears;  but  you 
have  helped  to  make  them  sweeter.  He  was  all  you 
fancied  him.  God  bless  you  and  yours,  my  kind  friend, 
prays  your  grateful  and  affectionate    Leigu  Hunt." 

But,  above  all,  in  these  last  years  the  friend- 
ship of  Carlyle  sweetened  life  for  Leigh  Hunt. 
He  once  wrote  what  will  probably  be  the  ver- 
dict on  Carlyle  of  all  who  really  know  him  : 
"I  believe  that  what  Mr.  Carlyle  loves  better 
than  his  fault-finding,  with  all  its  eloquence,  is 
the  face  of  any  human  creature  that  looks  suf- 
fering, and  loving,  and  sincere ;  and  I  believe 
further,  that  if  the  felloAv-creature  were  suffer- 
ing only,  and  neither  loving  nor  sincere,  but 
had  come  to  a  pass  of  agony  in  this  life  which 
put  him  at  the  mercies  of  some  good  man  for 
some  last  help  and  consolation  toward  his  grave, 
even  at  the  risk  of  loss  to  repute,  and  a  sure 
amount  of  pain  and  vexation,  that  man,  if  the 
groan  reached  him  in  its  forlornness,  would  be 
Thomas  Carlyle." 

Mr.  R.  H.  Home,  author  of  "Orion,"  etc., 
who  was  the  most  venerable  friend  of  Hunt's, 
perhaps,  at  the  unveiling  of  the  bust,  gives  the 
following  account  of  a  conversation  which  oc- 
curred between  the  two  in  a  company  of  which 
he  was  one :  "Leigh  Hunt  had  said  something 
about  the  Islands  of  the  Blest,  or  El  Dorado,  or 
the  jMillennium,  and  was  flowing  on  his  bright 
and  hopeful  way,  when  Carlyle  dropped  some 
heavy  tree-trunk  across  Hunt's  pleasant  stream, 
and  banked  it  up  with  philosophical  doubts  and 
objections  at  every  interval  of  the  speaker's  joy- 
ous progress.  But  the  unmitigated  Hunt  never 
ceased  his  overflowing  anticipations,  nor  the 
saturnine  Carlyle  his  infinite  demurs  to  those 
finite  flourishings.  The  listeners  laughed  and 
applauded  by  turns,  and  had  now  fairly  pitted 
them  against  each  other  as  the  philosopher  of 
hopefulness  and  of  the  unhopeful.  The  con- 
test continued  with  all  that  ready  wit  and  phi- 
losophy, that  mixture  of  pleasantry  and  pro- 
fundity, that  extensive  knowledge  of  books  and 
character,  with  their  ready  application  in  argu- 
ment or  illustration,  and  that  perfect  ease  and 
good -nature  which  distinguish  both  of  these 
men.  The  opponents  were  so  well  matched  - 
that  it  was  quite  clear  the  contest  would  never 
come  to  an  end.  But  the  night  was  far  ad- 
vanced, and  the  party  broke  up.  They  all  sal- 
lied forth,  and,  leaving  the  close  room,  the  can- 
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dies,  and  the  arguments  behind  them,  sudden- 
ly found  themselves  in  presence  of  a  most 
brilliant  starlight  night.  They  all  looked  up. 
'Now,'  thought  Hunt,  '  Carlyle's  done  for;  he 
can  have  no  answer  to  that !'  '  There !'  shout- 
ed Hunt ;  '  look  up  there  ;  look  at  that  glorious 
harmony  that  sings  with  infinite  voices  an  eter- 
nal song  of  hope  in  the  soul  of  man  I'  Carlyle 
looked  up.  They  all  remained  silent  to  hear 
what  he  would  say.  They  began  to  think  he 
was  silenced  at  last  —  he  was  a  mortal  man. 
But  out  of  that  silence  came  a  few  low-toned 
words,  in  a  broad  Scotch  accent.  And  who 
on  earth  could  have  anticipated  what  the  voice 
said?  'Eh!  it's  a  sad  sight!'  Hunt  sat  down 
on  a  door-step.  They  all  laughed — then  looked 
very  thoughtful." 

Carlyle  loves  no  truckler:  his  near  friends  are 
not  servile,  and  he  knows  the  feel  of  their  fists. 
Leigh  Hunt  and  he  were  antipodal ;  it  was  the 
direct  encounter  of  optimist  with  pessimist ;  but, 
as  Emerson  says,  we  like  the  otherast ;  and  the 
idea  might  have  come  to  him  out  of  seeing  the 
love  of  Carlyle  and  Hunt. 

Such  were  the  sympathies  that  blossomed 
along  the  declining  path  of  the  aged  poet. 
Victoria  (prompted,  indeed,  vigorously  by  T. 
C.)  contributed  with  the  rest  her  commentary 
on  the  course  of  her  predecessor,  the  "  Adonis 
of  loveliness,"  by  a  pension  which  relieved  him 
from  anxiety  about  his  worldly  affairs.  And 
so  gently  and  tenderly  his  life  closed  ten  years 
ago.  And  now  the  beautiful  monument  rises 
over  his  grave  ;  but  Ave  leave  it  with  the  reflec- 
tion that  it  is  but  as  a  finger  pointing  to  the 
real  monument — the  seventeen  volumes,  replete 
with  beauty,  freighted  with  thought  and  knowl- 
edge, crowned  with  that  last  one — the  "Relig- 
ion of  the  Heart" — whose  name  and  essence 
represent  the  pervading  spirit  and  final  flower 
of  the  life  and  work  of  Leigh  Hunt.  To  read 
these  works — and  I  am  glad  to  say  that  with 
his  usual  and  unusual  enterprise  IMr.  John  Cam- 
den Hotten  has  just  brought  out  a  Memorial 
Edition  of  some  of  the  finest  though  least  ac- 
cessible of  them,  which  is  most  admirable  in  ev- 
ery wa}' — is,  one  would  say,  almost  a  liberal  ed- 
ucation in  itself,  so  far  as  sentiment  and  ex- 
pression are  concerned.  Only  the  letters  of 
Lamb  are  comparable  for  delicacy  of  feeling 
and  for  style  with  those  of  Leigh  Hunt.  Above 
all,  no  one  can  be  said  to  understand  the  his- 
tory and  substance  of  the  literature  of  this  cen- 
tuiy  who  has  not  studied  the  "Autobiography 
of  Leigh  Hunt,  v/ith  Reminiscences  of  Friends 
and  Contemporaries,"  published  in  1850.  Nor 
do  I  know  how  to  close  this  sketch  better  than 
with  a  letter  written  by  Carlyle  to  Leigh  Hunt 
(who  at  the  time  had  left  Chelsea  and  was  liv- 
ing in  Kensington)  concerning  that  work  : 

"  Chelsea,  June  17,  1850. 

"Dkar  Hunt, — I  have  just  fiuished  your  autobiog- 
raphy, which  has  been  most  pleasantly  occupying  all 
my  leisure  these  three  days ;  and  you  must  permit  me 
to  write  you  a  word  upon  it,  out  of  the  fullness  of  the 
heart,  while  the  impulse  is  still  fresh  to  thank  you. 
This  good  book,  in  every  sense  one  of  the  best  I  have 


read  this  long  while,  has  awakened  many  old  thoughts 
which  never  were  extinct,  or  even  properly  asleep,  but 
which  (like  so  much  else)  have  had  to  fall  silent  amidst 
the  tempest  of  an  evil  time  — Heaven  mend  it!  A 
word  from  me  once  more  I  know  will  not  be  unwel- 
come, while  the  world  is  talking  of  you. 

"  Well,  I  call  this  an  excellent  good  book,  by  far  the 
best  of  the  autobiographic  kind  I  remember  to  have 
read  in  the  English  language ;  and  indeed,  except  it 
be  Boswell's  of  Johnson,  I  do  not  know  where  we  have 
such  a  picture  drawn  of  a  human  life  as  in  these  three 
volumes. 

"A  pious,  ingenious,  altogether  human  and  worthy 
book;  imaging,  with  graceful  honesty  and  free  felici- 
ty, many  interesting  objects  and  persons  on  your  life- 
path,  and  imaging  throughout,  what  is  best  of  all,  a 
gifted,  gentle,  patient,  and  valiant  human  soul,  as  it 
buftets  its  way  through  the  billows  of  time,  and  will  not 
drown,  though  often  in  danger;  can  not  be  drowned, 
but  conquers  and  leaves  a  track  of  radiance  behind  it: 
that,  I  think,  comes  out  more  clearly  to  me  than  in 
any  other  of  your  books  ;  and  that,  I  can  venture  to  as- 
sure you,  is  the  best  of  all  results  to  readers  in  a  book 
of  written  record.  In  fact,  this  book  has  been  like  a 
written  exercise  of  devotion  to  me;  I  have  not  assist- 
ed at  any  sermon,  liturgy,  or  litany,  this  long  while, 
that  has  had  so  religious  an  effect  on  me.  Thanks  in 
the  name  of  all  men.  And  believe,  along  with  me, 
that  this  book  will  be  welcome  to  other  generations 
as  well  as  ours.  And  long  may  you  live  to  write  more 
books  for  us;  and  may  the  evening  sun  be  softer  on 
you  (and  on  me)  than  the  noon  sometimes  was  ! 

"Adieu,  dear  Hunt  (you  must  let  me  use  this  fiimil- 
iarity,  for  I  am  now  an  old  fellow,  too,  as  well  as  you). 
I  have  often  thought  of  coming  up  to  see  you  once 
more  ;  and  perhaps  I  shall  one  of  these  days  (though 
there  are  such  lions  in  the  path,  go  whither  one  may) ; 
but,  whether  I  do  or  not,  believe  forever  in  my  regard. 
And  so,  God  bless  you,  prays  heartily 

"T.  Caelyle." 


A  PLAIN  STATEMENT  OF  FACTS. 

THERE  has  been  a  great  fuss  made  lately 
over  a  certain  revelation  ;  but  I  really  be- 
lieve that  it  is  another  proof  of  the  superiority 
of  the  author  over  the  majority  of  the  human 
race  that  she  didn't  make  the  exposition  long 
ago.  See  how  tempting  and  comfortable  it 
was  to  have  a  bomb-shell  ready  at  any  time  to 
throw  among  the  hoi  polloi!  They  had  to  be 
interested  ;  they  had  to  be  amazed,  horrified, 
instructed,  amused,  scandalized.  They  couldn't 
help  themselves  for  that  once,  any  way.  That 
was  an  article  that  suited  every  body  ;  that  pub- 
lishers leaped  at,  and  the  public  swallowed, 
greedily  crying  for  more.  Happy  woman! 
Thus  at  once  to  perform  a  moral  obligation 
and  gorge  a  rapacious  public !  What  an  iron 
will  she  must  have  to  have  kept  it  all  this 
while  !  Why,  only  to  think,  every  body  dies — 
she  might  have  died  too!  I  can  not  help  al- 
lowing myself  a  moment's  pause  here  to  con- 
template a  delicious  possibility.  Not  prohahili- 
ty,  mind,  for  I  never  saw  the  distinguished 
Avoman,  nor  do  I  expect  to  ;  but  if  I  had  known 
her,  had  been  honored  with  her  confidence, 
esteem,  admiration,  and  some  lucky — that  is, 
unlucky  accident  had  befallen  her,  so  that  she 
also  had  felt  the  grim  monster  near  at  hand, 
and  had  been  compelled  to  look  about  in  search 
of  another  heir  to  the  wonderful,  astounding, 
valuable  secret,  and  she  had  lighted  upon  me ! 
Ah!!! 
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I  should  not  then  have  been  compelled  to 
write  this  article.  I  might  have  rested  upon 
my  laurels,  or  upon  an  honorary  pension. 

But  such  was  not  to  he.  Ho\vever,  all  I 
want  to  say  is,  that  I  admire  her,  honor  her ! 
She  has  exposed  one  impostor;  now  I'm  go- 
ing to  expose  another ! 

My  name  is  Minerva  Hobhs  !  I  do  not  know 
what  induced  my  parents  to  give  me  such  an 
appellation.  They  are,  however,  only  account- 
able for  the  Minerva  part  of  it,  and  I  am  usually 
called  Minnie.  That  isn't  so  bad.  As  for 
Hobbs  —  I  suppose  Augustus  can't  help  his 
name ;  he  was  a  well-to-do,  handsome  fellow 
when  I  married  him,  and  I  got  used  to  it,  and 
didn't  mind  it. 

I  don't  think  any  girls  of  my  acquaintance 
would  have  objected  to  changing  their  names 
under  the  circumstances.  Papa  was  not  very 
Avell  off,  and  mamma  was,  to  say  the  least  of 
it,  rasping !  Every  one  was  delighted  when 
Augustus  and  I  settled  down  in  our  neat  little 
cottage  in  a  pretty  suburb.  We  planted  out 
fruit  trees,  rose  vines,  and  honey-suckles ;  and 
at  the  christening  party  we  gave  w^hen  Ara- 
minta  was  six  months  old,  every  body  conceded 
the  place  was  a  paradise.  Araminta  is  the 
youngest,  and  I  don't  mind  saying  I'm  the 
mother  of  five.  I  don't  profess  to  be  a  modern 
Cornelia,  but  certainly  they  are  very  nice  chil- 
dren in  their  way. 

You  might  have  looked  the  wide  world  over 
and  not  have  found  a  happier  family  than  ours. 
We  were  like  birds  in  a  nest,  so  snug  and  cozy. 
I  might  make  some  allusion  here  to  the  ad- 
verse hour  when  the  nest  was  nearly  tumbled 
from  its  comfortable  security,  but  I  refrain — a 
plain,  unvarnished  statement  is  the  best. 

One  would  suppose  that  in  a  household  like 
ours  it  would  be  difficult  for  Satan  to  "find 
some  mischief  still  for  idle  hands  to  do."  There 
was  house-cleaning  twice  a  year,  preserving 
and  pickling  in  the  fall,  oceans  of  work  on  the 
machine,  and  quilting  besides.  I  Avas  general- 
ly as  busy  as  a  whole  hive  of  honey-bees ;  but 
there  occurred  an  unfortunate  lull  somehow. 
My  eldest  daughter,  Jenny,  is  of  a  wonderfully 
energetic  disposition,  and  that  summer  she  was 
a  great  help  to  me.  The  younger  children 
went  to  school ;  our  two  servants  were  models 
in  their  way ;  every  thing  went  like  clock-Avork, 
and  sometimes  I  had  nothing  in  the  Avorld  to 
do.  I  began  to  read  the  magazines,  and  ex- 
pended a  great  deal  of  eloquence  in  Avriting  to 
my  old  school-mates.  I  received  one  or  tAvo  re- 
plies that  closed  the  correspondence.  The  let- 
ters Avere  Avishy-Avashy  and  dull. 

"  How  is  it,  mamma,"  I  said  one  day,  that 
so  few  people  Avrite  a  nice  letter  ?" 

"Because  so  fcAV  people  have  the  capaci- 
ty, Minerva,"  said  mamma,  in  her  sententious 
way. 

"  Well,  mamma,  noAV  certainly  I  can  Avrite  a 
good  letter." 

"You  could  Avrite  more  than  a  letter,  if  you 
chose  to  try,"  said  mamma. 
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Yes,  it  Avas  mamma,  noAv  that  I  remember 
it ;  it  Avasn't  poor  old  Satan  at  all.  Mamma's 
Avords  sunk  deep  into  my  heart.  I  lay  aAvake 
at  night  and  thought  about  it. 

Why  shouldn't  I?  Why  couldn't  I?  If  I 
should !  If  I  could !  Well,  the  end  of  it  Avas, 
I  Avrote  a  story,  sent  it  to  a  magazine,  and  it 
was  accepted! 

Yes,  indeed,  incredible  as  it  may  seem,  this 
Avas  really  the  case.  I  can't  tell  Avhy  the  editor 
did  such  a  thing.  Perhaps  his  faculties  Avere 
a  little  obfuscated  by  the  effects  of  a  Cham- 
pagne supper  the  evening  previous.  (If  the 
poor  wretches  get  a  chance  to  drink  Cham- 
pagne, they  surely  can't  be  blamed  for  once  in 
a  Avhile  taking  advantage  of  it.)  Perhaps  he 
had  himself  been  accepted  by  a  large  fortune, 
and  the  success  rendered  him  incapable  just 
then  of  rejecting  any  thing.  Perhaps  he  mis- 
took my  handwriting  for  that  of  a  Avell-known 
contributor,  and  was  too  lazy  to  look  over  the 
MS. ;  or  that  this  one  effort  of  my  brain  para- 
lyzed the  interior  of  the  cranium  forever  after- 
Avard. 

I  can't  tell,  I'm  sure,  hoAV  it  Avas;  but  the 
fact  remains.  The  story  Avas  accepted,  and 
paid  for!  Never  shall  I  forget  the  emotions 
that  filled  my  being  Avhen  I  signed  the  check. 
My  hand  trembled,  my  eyes  became  suffused 
Avith  happy  tears.  Could  it  be  possible  that  I, 
]\Iinerva  Hobbs,  Avas  elevated  to  this  wonder- 
ful, this  noble  position  ? 

"My  dear  children!  my  own  Augustus!"  I 
cried,  dropping  the  pen,  and  holding  out  my 
arms.  They  rushed  to  my  embrace.  We  re- 
mained for  one  ecstatic  moment  clasped  to- 
gether. Then  Augustus  extricated  himself, 
declaring  that  his  collar  was  ruined,  and  he 
should  lose  the  train. 

While  he  Avas  getting  another  collar  I  signed 
the  check.  "  How  many,"  thought  I,  pensive- 
ly leaning  my  head  upon  my  hand,  and  con- 
templating the  order  before  me — "  hoAV  many 
of  these  shall  I  sign  again  ?  Shall  this  become 
a  mere  mercenary  transaction  to  me,  and  shall 
I  be  able  to  affix  signature  after  signature  to 
these  little  slips  of  paper  Avithout  CA'en  a  tre- 
mor? Is  it  possible  I  can  ever  forget  the  im- 
portance, the  solemnity,  that  attaches  itself  to 
these  bonds  Avith  the  people?  Can  human  na- 
ture, can  I,  be  degraded  enough  to  view  this 
affair  as  a  mere  money  transaction  ?" 

Well,  it's  impossible  to  ansAver  any  of  these 
pathetic  questions,  for  I  never  Avas  brought  into 
that  trying  situation  again.  It  Avould  have  been 
extremely  gratifying  to  knoAV  if  one  could  be  su- 
perior to  these  sordid  temptations ;  but  the  trial 
Avas  denied  me.  I  ncA-er  signed  another  check ! 
I  never  had  another  story  accepted ! 

Augustus  hunted  out  a  collar  for  himself,  and 
Avent  aAvay,  making  some  i)layful  remark  about 
men  Avith  literary  Avives  being  compelled  to  look 
out  for  themselves.  Mamma  came  and  congrat- 
ulated me,  and  immediately  settled  it  among  the 
children  and  servants  that  I  Avas  not  to  be  dis- 
turbed with  household  affairs.  If  there  was  any 
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tUjng  that  Jenny  could  not  attend  to,  let  them 
appeal  to  her. 

Then  she  darkened  up  the  room,  and  em- 
bracing me  solemnly,  left  me.  Jenny  came  up 
a  few  minutes  afterward,  and  whispered  that  I 
must  pound  on  the  floor  if  I  wanted  any  thing. 
Then  she  went  away  also.  Presently  I  heard 
little  Araminta  scream  "Mamma!"  upon  the 
stairs  ;  but  the  poor  child's  voice  was  immedi- 
ately smothered,  and  she  was  carried  off  to  the 
regions  below. 

I  was  left  alone.  The  room  darkened ;  not 
a  sound  in  the  household.  I  heard  Bridget 
going  up  the  stair,  and,  in  her  endeavor  to 
step  lightly,  nearly  wrench  the  balusters  from 
their  sockets.  She  told  Araminta  in  a  stento- 
rian whisper  to  "  Whisht !" 

I  was  beginning  to  feel  really  ill,  when  mam- 
ma entered  softly. 

"What  is  the  matter,  mamma?"  I  said, 
piteously. 

"Nothing,  dear;  I  will  not  disturb  you. 
Here  is  some  coffee." 

"  Coffee  at  this  hour  of  the  day,  mamma?" 

"Yes,  dear,"  she  replied,  placing  a  large 
bowl  of  intensely  black  fluid  under  my  nose. 
"  You  must  remember  that  you  are  exempt  from 
ordinary  customs  and  rules  now ;  you  require 
something  stimulating,  and  yet  soothing — some- 
thing to  soothe  the  nerves  and  excite  the  imag- 
ination !" 

"Eiddle-sticks !  mamma,"  I  said.  "  I  never 
have  any  thing  the  "matter  with  my  nerves,  and 
I  don't  want  to  excite  myself." 

Mamma  stopped  midway  in  the  room,  and 
looked  upon  me  sternly. 

"Are  you  going  to  stop  upon  the  threshold 
of  fame?"  she  said,  fiercely.  "Are  you  going 
to  disgrace  yourself  in  the  eyes  of  your  family, 
your  friends,  your  acquaintances  ?" 

"Gracious,  mamma,  you  ha^-en't  told  anv 
body  ?" 

"Of  course  I  have  told  every  bodi/,''^  said 
mamma.  "  Why  should  I  conceal  so  gratify- 
ing, so  flattering  a  success  ?  Come,  dear,  drink 
your  coffee.  It  will  inspire  you  to  write  ;  you'll 
get  used  to  it,  and  like  it." 

Of  course  I  took  a  sip  of  the  nauseous  liquid : 
none  of  mamma's  children  had  ever  been  able 
to  rebel  successfully  even  against  castor-oil. 

"Now,  dear,"  she  said,  not  noticing  the  wry 
face  that  I  made,  "  compose  yourself.  Augus- 
tus will  bring  you  paper,  and  arrange  every 
thing  to-night.  All  you  need  do  is  to  sit  here 
and  write  at  your  ease."  Then  she  left  me 
again.  I  was  allowed  to  go  down  to  dinner. 
There  was  a  dispiriting  lugubriousness  about 
the  meal,  but  the  look  of  the  room  was  cheer- 
ing. I  never  noticed  before  the  luxuriant  bloom 
of  the  oleander,  and  how  prettily  the  sun  shone 
upon  the  roses  in  the  carpet. 

"Never  mind  if  it  does  fade  it  a  little,"  I 
said  to  Jenny;  "let  the  sunshine  come  into 
the  room.  It  almost  seems  as  if  that  bunch  of 
roses  felt  the  warmth  and  gladness  of  it." 

Heaven  knows  I  was  only  thinking  of  the 


wretched  gloominess  of  the  room  up  stairs  ;  but 
mamma  and  Jenny  exchanged  glances. 

"  That  is  a  pretty  idea,"  said  mamma  ;  "  how 
do  you  think  of  such  things,  dear  ?  It  seems 
so  odd  to  people  who  have  no  fancy  nor  imag- 
ination." 

And  that  was  the  way  with  every  thing  I 
said.  If  I  made  a  remark  about  the  weather, 
it  was  twisted  into  something  charming  ;  once 
I  made  an  ordinary  observation  about  the  beau- 
ty and  melancholy  of  autumn,  and,  to  my  sur- 
prise, I  found  Jenny  and  mamma  in  tears.  If 
I  told  Augustus  to  "  get  out,"  or  "  shut  up,"  it 
Avas  simplicity  of  style ;  and  the  only  time  I 
ventured  upon  a  joke,  I  had  the  mortification  to 
hear  it  retailed  by  my  family,  amidst  shouts  of 
laughter,  as  "that  excellent  thing  of  Minerva's." 

Augustus  fitted  up  a  room  as  a  "study," 
evincing  a  hitherto  hidden  and  wonderful  apti- 
tude for  an  undertaker's  line  of  business.  It 
was  on  the  gloomiest  side  of  the  house,  and 
completely  shaded  by  a  great  willow-tree  that 
had  sucked  every  bit  of  vegetation  from  that 
part  of  the  garden.  I  had  a  heavy  mahogany 
writing-desk,  filled  with  all  kinds  of  direful 
stationery  implements ;  and  there  I  sat,  day 
after  day,  losing  health  and  spirits  rapidly.  I 
lost  the  courage  even  to  fix  my  hair,  and  went 
down  to  the  table  with  it  bound  in  a  careless 
knot  on  the  back  of  my  head,  Augustus  looked 
a  little  aghast,  but  mamma  quelled  him  imme- 
diately with  a  triumphant  glance  at  my  untidy, 
ink-stained  fingers. 

For  I  did  finish  a  good  many  articles,  which 
were  promptly  returned  to  me,  and  stared  at  me 
from  the  pigeon-holes  in  my  desk  as  so  many 
witnesses  to  my  misery  and  humiliation. 

Mamma  persistently  ignored  the  fact  that  I 
had  been  only  successful  in  the  one  effort.  She 
would  not  even  allow  me  to  explain  to  her.  She 
declared  that  she  would  not  interfere  with  me, 
nor  have  me  interfered  with.  Day  after  day  I 
heard  her  speak  of  me  to  visitors  as  being  so 
busy  writing  that  she  hated  to  disturb  me  ;  and 
gradually  my  reputation  grew  and  grew,  imtil 
I  became,  in  my  way,  an  enormous  impostor. 
I  made  frantic  endeavors  to  merit  even  a  tithe 
of  the  admiration  bestowed  upon  me.  I  chose 
the  dreariest  and  gloomiest  spots,  and  wandered 
there  alone,  striving  to  infuse  into  my  soul  the 
sombre  and  pathetic  reveries  in  which  poets  de- 
light. But  my  soul  wouldn't  be  infused.  I 
came  home  forlorn  and  draggled,  and  would 
have  given  the  world  for  a  romp  with  the  chil- 
dren. But  the  frightful  attributes  of  my  wretch- 
ed position  compelled  me  to  shut  myself  up  in 
my  den,  and  try  to  write  something  of  the  emo- 
tions Avhich  resolutely  refused  to  exist. 

Had  I  not  in  a  moment  of  despair  yielded  to 
an  uncontrollable  impulse,  and  confided  ever}^ 
thing  to  Augustus,  I  should  certainly  have  put 
an  end  to  myself.  He  was  not,  truth  to  say,  so 
manly  and  protecting  as  one  might  wish.  He 
looked  a  little  horrified,  and  stammered  out  that 
he  was  "  afraid  it  wouldn't  do  to  give  it  up  so, 
Mrs.  Brown." 
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"  Perhaps  if  you'd  oil  the  wheels  a  little  they'd 
work  better!"  said  Augustus,  inanely. 

I  looked  at  him,  wondering  if  he  meant  that 
I  might  try  whisky  as  a  beverage  instead  of 
coffee  ;  but  he  explained  that  something  in  the 
way  of  a  douceur  to  the  editor  miglit  be  useful. 
The  poor  fellow  had  dabbled  a  little  in  politics, 
and  had  not  that  purity  of  faith  in  human  na- 
ture that  was  desirable  under  the  circumstances, 

"Don't  be  an  idiot,  Gus,"  I  groaned.  "Can't 
you  try  to  help  me  a  little  ?  Can't  you  think 
of  a  plot  ?" 

"Lord!"  cried  Augustus,  with  such  an  im- 
possible look  in  his  face  that  I  fell  to  laughing. 
Then  he  burst  into  a  roar,  and  we  had  one  com- 
fortable laugh,  any  Avay. 

"  I'll  tell  you  what  I'll  do,  Minnie,"  said  Gus, 
when  we  recovered  gravity  again  :  "I'll  get  you 
the  Police  Gazette,  only  don't  leave  it  around 
where  the  children  may  see  it." 

"No,  no,  Gus,"  I  replied,  a  little  consoled 
by  this  marital  confidence,  "I'll  make  them 
take  the  next  thing  I  write." 

"Allright,  Minnie, "said he ;  "hitupon some- 
thing startling,  capital,  that'll  amuse  people  and 
stir  'em  up  a  little.  Do  it  up  brown,  you  know." 
With  these  valuable  suggestions  he  went  to  bed. 

The  next  day  I  went  to  Avork  in  earnest.  It 
was  a  lovely  morning  in  September,  one  of 
those  hazy,  delicious,  dreamy  days  that  elevate 
the  soul  and  purify  the  mind.  I  looked  out 
of  the  window,  and  saw  through  the  funereal 
switches  of  the  Avillow  the  grocer's  boy  bringing 
in  two  baskets  of  peaches.  A  pang  darted 
through  my  heart.  "Was  I  to  be  excluded  from 
canning  my  peaches,  from  preserving  my  plums, 
from  making  my  catchup  ?  Had  the  season  come 
for  all  these  delights,  and  was  I  to  be  shut  out 
from  this  paradise? 

For  a  moment  the  very  fountains  of  my  being 
were  moved.  A  strong  feeling  of  rebellion 
arose  Avithin  me.  I  Avas  upon  the  point  of  dart- 
ing out  of  my  prison  and  proclaiming  to  the 
Avorld  that  I  must  and  AA'ould  be  free,  Avhen  sud- 
denly through  the  back  gate  there  stalked  a 
majestic  figure,  clad  gloomily  in  black.  It  AA^as 
mamma !  I  sank  back,  conquered,  coAved  ! 
She  could  can  the  peaches.  She  Avould  preserve 
the  plums,  make  the  catchup.  FareAvell  para- 
dise !  Welcome  tortures  of  perdition  I  I  seized 
a  pen  ;  I  pounced  upon  some  paper  ;  I  concen- 
trated all  my  thoughts  upon  one  giant  effort ! 

"Algernon  Fitz -Allen,"  I  Avrote,  "in  that 
one  moment  Avas  plunged  from  the  height  of 
felicity  to  the  depth  of  despair!"  There  I  paused. 
Why  was  Algernon  Fitz-Allen  in  this  condition 
of  despondency  ?  I  hadn't  the  least  idea.  What 
Avas  his  felicity  ?  And  Avhat  was  his  despair  ? 
Couldn't  tell,  for  the  life  of  me.  I  Avas  think- 
ing of  the  peaches,  and  Avondering  if  they  kncAv 
that  the  ru])ber  rings  belonging  to  the  Ilartell 
jars  Avere  on  the  third  shelf  in  the  right-hand 
corner  of  the  closet. 

Was  Algernon  to  be  rescued  from  his  de- 
spair, or  Ava,s  he  forever  to  be  deprived  of  his 
felicity?    Ah,  that  Avas  the  question!    What  i 
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Avas  to  be  done  with  him  ?  Miserable  Avretch, 
hoAV  I  hated  him!  One  thing  I  determined 
upon— to  pour  out  the  vials  of  my  Avrath  upon 
his  devoted  head.  But,  after  all,  what  Avould 
the  rabble  care  about  Algernon  Fitz-Allen? 
The  humiliating,  torturing  probability  Avas  that 
they  Avouldn't  care  a  rush  if  I  should  flay  him 
alive.  What  upon  earth  Avas  I  to  do  ? '  If  I 
could  only  hit  upon  something  that  Avould  make 
them  leap,  and  jump,  and  devour,  and  ask  for 
more  !  If  only  that  dear,  clcA'cr  lady  had  hand- 
ed me  over  her  revelation  at  that  moment,  I 
would  have  fallen  upon  my  knees,  I  aa'ouM  hare 
embraced  her  feet !  And,  after  all,  Avhat  did 
she  Avant  Avith  it  ?  Her  fame  Avas  secured.  She 
had  the  public  under  her  thumb.  When  I  last 
Avent  to  see  "Uncle  Tom's  Cabin,"  so  many 
people  Avere  "  dissolving  into  their  pocket-hand- 
kerchiefs" that  the  dampness  of  the  theatre  put 
my  hair  out  of  curl. 

I  heard  Jenny  bid  mamma  good-by,  and  I 
saAV  the  majestic  figure  again  glide  out  the  back 
gate.  What  could  it  mean?  AVas  she  going 
to  desert  the  peaches  ?  Didn't  she  knoAv  that 
this  Avas  a  dangerous  proceeding  ?  If  the  fruit 
Avas  ripe,  it  Avould  decay  ;  if  the  peaches  were 
green,  they  Avere  not  fit  to  can. 

"I'll  be  here  the  first  thing  in  the  morning," 
said  mamma. 

"Yes,  grandma,"  said  Jenny.  Then  the 
house  Avas  silent  again. 

I  bound  a  Avet  toAA-el  around  my  head,  and  sat 
fixedly  gazing  at  the  paper  before  me.  Hoav 
about  Algernon  Fitz-Allen? 

The  poor  man  Avas  in  the  same  condition  of 
misery.  I  Avas  unable  to  extend  to  him  a  help- 
ing hand.  I  didn't  even  knoAv  Avhat  Avas  the 
matter  Avith  him.  I  remained  gazing  upon  the 
sentence  at  the  top  of  the  sheet,  feeling  that 
the  white  glare  of  the  blankness  underneath 
Avas  gradually  reducing  me  to  ossification. 

Presently  a  grateful  odor  stole  into  the  room, 
spread  itself  under  my  nostrils.  It  Avas  the 
boiling  of  peach  sirup  !  I  kncAv  it  in  an  instant. 
Was  it  possible  Jenny  Avas  doing  them  herself? 
Hash  child  !  How  I  envied  her!  Suddenly  a 
light  footstep  came  rapidly  through  the  hall, 
entered,  and  Jenny  threw  herself  almost  at  my 
feet.  I  never  noticed  hoAV  pretty  slie  Avas  be- 
fore. Her  hair  had  tumbled  itself  in  little  curls 
about  her  forehead  ;  an  irresistible,  shy,  plead- 
ing look  shone  in  her  broAvn  eyes. 

"Mamma,  mamma!"  cried  the  dear  child, 
"pray  forgive  me  for  disturbing  you,  but  I've 
commenced  the  peaches,  and  I  can't  find  the 
rubber  rings.  Oh,  mamma,  if  you'd  only  come, 
just  for  a  minute,  and  help  me  look !" 

I  embraced  her;  my  heart  Avas  too  full  to 
speak.  I  took  off  the  Avet  toAvel ;  I  left  j)oor 
Algernon  Fitz  to  get  out  of  tlie  scrape  as  l)est 
he  could;  I  flcAV  to  the  kitchen.  Gracious 
Heavens !  Avhat  a  delicious,  cozy,  inviting  lit- 
tle room  it  Avas,  to  be  sure!  Hoav  the  kettle 
danced,  and  the  cat  purred  !  When  little  Minty 
put  up  her  hands  for  mamma  I  kissed  her  with 
rapture. 
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"I  do  wonder  where  are  the  rubber  rings?" 
said  Jenny. 

"On  the  third  shelf  in  the  right-hand  corner 
of  the  closet,"  I  replied,  handing  them  down. 

"  Oh,  you  dear  naammy !  how  nice  it  is  to 
have  you  down  here  again!  Don't  go  back, 
mamma,  please  don't !  We're  so  tired  of  grand- 
mamma ;  ain't  we,  Bridget  ?" 

Bridget  appealed  to  the  Holy  Virgin  to  sup- 
port her  in  the  protest  that  she  was  thoroughly 
tired  of  poor  raamma^ 

What  a  happy  day  it  was !  When  the  boys 
came  home  from  school  they  shouted  with  de- 
light, scarcely  knowing  the  reason  Avhy.  Such 
a  delicious  little  supper  we  had  ready  for  papa ! 

"Hallo!"  he  said,  stopping  on  the  threshold 
with  astonishment. 

"On  a  strike,  Minnie?" 

"Yes,  Gus;  I'll  never  go  back  again,  never !" 

"Well,  it's  right  jolly  to  get  you  down  here," 
he  said,  looking  at  me  with  all  his  might.  "  How 
nice  your  hair  looks ! " 

It  gave  me  a  pang  to  think  I  was  almost  like 
a  resuscitated  corpse  to  them  all. 

"I'll  never  go  back  again,  never,  Gus!"  I 
repeated,  vigorously. 

"But  hoAv  will  you  explain  to  the  ancient 
dragon?"  said  Gus,  alluding  irreverently  to 
mamma. 

"I'll  make  a  plain  statement  of  facts,  Gus, 
and  she  can  read  it  with  the  rest." 


THE  SPANISH  KEVOLUTION. 

"DOWN  WITH  THE  BOUKBONS!" 

THE  30th  of  September,  1868,  Avitnessed  a 
singular  scene  in  the  quiet  little  village  of 
Biarritz.  The  railroad  station  was  croAvded. 
The  Avaiting-room  Avas  thronged.  Eager  a«d 
curious  faces  peered  out  at  the  AA'indoAvs.  The 
road  leading  from  the  village  to  the  station 
Avas  filled  Avith  carriages.  It  Avas  not  merely 
the  peasantry  AA'ho  had  been  assembled  here. 
Among  those  Avho  Avere.  draAvn  to  the  de'pot  on 
this  occasion,  by  the  general  expectancy,  Avere 
several  representative  families  of  the  nobility. 

The  little  village  of  Biarritz,  so  insignificant 
that  it  is  not  to  be  found  on  any  of  the  ordi- 
nary atlases,  lies  on  the  southern  borders  of 
France.  It  is  on  the  direct  road  from  Paris  to 
Madrid.  If  the  reader  will  find  Bayonne  he 
Avill  not  be  tar  from  Biarritz.  On  our  latest 
atlases  the  railroad  is  left  unfinished.  It  is 
now  completed. 

A  little  before  one  o'clock  the  waiting-room 
of  the  station  is  cleared  by  orders  from  some 
superior.  Peasantry  and  nobility  are  turned 
out  together  into  the  court-yard,  A  tall,  hand- 
some lady,  Avith  commanding  figure,  occupies, 
Avith  one  or  two  companions,  the  first-class  sa- 
lon. This  is  the  Empress  of  the  French.  Her 
companion  and  confidante  is  the  Marchioness  of 
Javal-Quinto.  A  solitary  man,  AA'ith  a  thought- 
ful but  expressionless  face,  paces  to  and  fro  the 
platform  Avhere,  ordinarily,  none  but  railroad 
ofiicials  are  alloAved,  except  on  the  arrival  and 


departure  of  trains.  This  is  the  foremost  man 
in  European  politics — Napoleon  III.,  Emperor 
of  the  French.  He  has  come  to  attend  the 
funeral  of  the  Bourbon  dynasty.  He  is  not  a 
mourner.  But  he  is  an  adept  in  the  art  of  dis- 
simulation,   lie  Avill  seem  to  mourn. 

It  is  a  little  after  one  o'clock.  The  sound 
of  an  approaching  train  is  heard.  It  is  from 
the  south.  An  eager  expectancy  is  every 
Avhere  observable.  Even  the  passionless  face 
of  the  imperturbable  emperor  lights  up  Avith  a 
momentary  gleam.  A  special  train  rolls  into 
the  station.  On  the  balcony  of  the  saloon  car- 
riage, as  if  impatient  to  descend,  stands  a  stout, 
burly  Avoman,  Avho  sIioavs  in  her  rather  coarse 
face,  and  presently  in  her  rather  harsh  A'oice, 
some  of  the  features  Avhich  belong  to  her  mas- 
culine character — shrcAvdness,  obstinacy,  a  cer- 
tain degree  of  courage.  Alas  !  they  are  mated 
to  a  sensual  disposition,  to  a  superstitious  na- 
ture, to  an  inveterate  ignorance,  to  a  persistent 
contempt  of  the  people,  and  to  that  singular 
inability  to  comprehend  the  course  of  events 
Avhich  is  the  fatality  of  the  Bourbon  family. 
This  is  Isabella,  Queen  of  Spain ;  from  this  day 
forth  queen  no  longer. 

Just  behind  her  stands  the  favorite,  for  whose 
sake  she  is  noAv  abdicating  her  uneasy  throne, 
Marfori,  the  object  of  the  peoples'  just  hatred 
and  contempt ;  as  pompous  in  his  adversity  as 
he  ever  AA'as  in  his  prosperity.  He  Avears  over 
his  black  coat  the  broad  ribbon  of  the  order  of 
Charles  III.  Just  behind  him,  and  in  the  door- 
Avay  of  the  carriage,  stands  the  king.  Within 
are  the  members  of  the  royal  family. 

Almost  at  the  same  moment  Avith  the  arriA'al 
of  this  train  there  rolls  into  the  station  from 
the  opposite  direction  the  express  from  Paris 
to  INIadrid.  It  is  filled  Avith  Spanish  refugees, 
Avho  have  heard  of  the  revolution,  and  are  re- 
turning to  their  home  to  participate  in  it.  If 
the  object  of  the  queen's  haste  is  to  avoid  this 
rencontre  she  is  too  late.  The  rumor  of  her 
flight  has  preceded  her.  She  is  recognized. 
The  car  AvindoAvs  are  throAvn  open.  Angry 
faces  glare  at  her  and  her  infamous  companion. 
Curses  loud  and  deep  salute  her.  "Fuera! 
fuera  ! "— "  Out  Avith  her !  out  Avith  her  ! "  This 
is  the  greeting  Avhich  this  most  illustrious  queen 
receives  on  this  day  of  her  departure  from  her 
native  land. 

It  is  not  in  the  power  of  a  shameless  life 
utterly  to  extinguish  in  any  woman  that  avo- 
man's  nature  Avith  Avhich  God  has  endoAved  her. 
Tears  start  to  the  queen's  eyes  at  this  salutation 
from  her  subjects  in  this  hour  of  her  humilia- 
tion. It  was  not  characteristic  of  chlA-alric 
Spain.  But  Spain  had  suflPered  too  much  at  this 
Avoman's  hands  to  be  chivalric.  The  queen 
quickly  descends  to  the  platform.  The  court 
favorite,  the  king,  and  Father  Claret,  the 
queen's  confessor,  folloAV  her.  They  arc  cord- 
ially greeted  by  the  emperor  and  the  empress. 
The  royal  party  then  enter  alone  the  first-class 
Avaiting-room.  The  attendants  remain  Avith- 
out. 
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What  occurred  during  that  interview  no  one 
but  those  who  participated  in  it  knows.  And 
only  the  four  royal  personages  Avere  present — 
the  Emperor  and  Empress  of  the  French,  the 
King  and  Queen  of  Spain.  Had  the  queen 
hoped  for  a  Erench  intervention  ?  Did  the 
empress  add  her  entreaties  to  those  of  the 
guilty  and  unfortunate  queen  ?  If  so,  it  Avas 
in  vain.  The  emperor  was  immovable.  His 
life-long  purpose  had  been  to  execute  Avhat  his 
uncle  failed  to  accomplish.  He  has  been  bent 
on  destroying  the  Bourbon  dynasty  which  de- 
stroyed Napoleon  I.  He  is  not  the  man  to  be 
swerved  from  a  life-long  purpose  by  the  tears 
of  two  women  and  the  sympathies  of  an  hour. 
In  twenty  minutes  the  interview  was  ended, 
the  last  hopes  of  the  Bourbon  queen  were  at  an 
end.  "We  have  nothing  left  but  to  depart," 
said  an  officer  of  tlieir  suit,  as  the  royal  party 
issued  again  from  the  Avaiting-room  to  the  plat- 
form. He  read  this  conclusion  upon  the  tear- 
ful face  of  the  empress,  upon  the  resolute  but 
ineffectually  masked  face  of  Isabelhi.  The 
latter  ascended  again  the  gallery  of  the  car. 
The  king  and  suit  followed  her.  The  em- 
press mounted  for  a  moment  to  the  gallery  to 
give  to  her  royal  guest  a  parting  kiss.  She 
then  resumed  her  place  at  her  husband's  side. 
Her  eyes  Avere  full  of  tears.  His  face  Avas  as 
imperturbable  as  ever ;  but  he  stood  Avith  head 
uncovered,  as  is  the  French  fashion  in  the  pres- 
ence of  death.  It  is  no  fantastic  fancy  that 
perceives  in  this  carriage  a  hearse,  containing 
the  last  mortal  remains  of  a  once  powerful  dy- 
nasty. The  bell  rings  out  a  funeral  knelh  At 
the  sound  of  the  signal  the  train  moves  off. 
The  reign  of  Queen  Isabella  is  ended.  Spain 
is  free. 

To  understand  the  real  significance  of  this 
event  and  the  causes  Avhich  led  to  it,  avc  must 
go  back  a  little. 

HISTORY. 

Sixty  years  before,  Bayonne,  a  few  miles 
from  Biarritz,  as  Ave  have  said,  Avas  the  scene 
of  an  interview  equally  significant  and  memo- 
rable. The  parties  Avere  the  Emperor  of  the 
French  and  tAvo  rival  Kings  of  Spain — father 
and  son.  The  tramp  of  Napoleon's  armies  Avas 
shaking  all  Europe.  The  cannon  of  the  French 
revolution  had  eclioed  among  tlie  Pyrenees. 
Even  lethargic  Spain  Avas  awakened  from  her 
slumber  of  centuries.  One  bright  spring  morn- 
ing the  king  Avas  astonished  to  find  liis  palace 
surrounded  by  an  infuriate  mob.  His  favor- 
ite prime  minister,  Manuel  Godoy,  barely  es- 
caped Avith  his  life.  Charles  III.  of  Spain 
Avas  glad  to  avoid  the  fate  of  Louis  of  France 
by  an  act  of  abdication.  He  resigned  his 
throne  in  favor  of  "our  dear  son  Ferdinand." 
To  his  "  Avell-beloved  subjects,"  howling  before 
his  balcony,  he  declared  Avirh  trembling  lips, 
"I  never  performed  an  act  Avith  more  pleasure 
in  my  life."  On  the  same  day  he  appealed  to 
Napoleon  I.  to  be  reinstated.  "I  liave  been 
forced  to  abdicate!"  he  cried.    His  "Avell-be- 
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loved  son  Ferdinand"  was  a  Spanish  Absalom. 
He  had  instigated  the  mob.  He  is  accused  of 
an  attempt  to  murder  both  his  parents  and  the 
prime  minister.  His  character  and  subsequent 
conduct  render  the  charge  not  improbable. 
He  appealed  on  the  same  day  to  the  same  pa- 
tron. 

In  answer  to  these  appeals.  Napoleon  I.  in- 
vited both  father  and  son  to  meet  him  at  Ba- 
yonne. It  Avas  the  invitation  of  the  spider  to  the 
fly.  It  Avas  accepted.  The  king  and  prince 
met  their  gracious  patron  in  ansAvcr  to  his  gra- 
cious invitation.  The  result  Avas  the  dethrone- 
ment of  them  both.  Joseph,  King  of  Naples, 
was  declared  by  Napoleon's  decree  King  of 
Spain.  Napoleon's  ftiilures  Avere  as  sublime  as 
his  successes.  The  Spanish  intervention  Avas 
one  of  those  blunders  Avhich  state  craft  accounts 
as  worse  than  a  crime.  It  aroused  all  the  pride 
of  the  Spanish  nobility.  They  arose  as  one 
man  to  resent  the  insult  and  expel  the  invader. 
The  peasantry  armed  themselves  Avith  km\-es, 
scythes,  axes,  Avhatever  came  to  their  hand. 
The  priests  marched  at  their  head.  For  once 
Spain  Avas  united.  What  Avas  more  astonish- 
ing, for  once  Spain  Avas  aroused. 

The  peninsular  Avar  ended  in  the  re-cstab- 
lishment  of  Ferdinand  on  the  throne  of  his 
father.  But  the  six  years  Avhich  had  intervened 
Avrought  tlie  Avork  of  a  century  in  his  subjects. 
They  had  mingled  first  Avith  the  French,  then 
Avith  the  English,  the  two  foremost  nations  of 
Europe.  For  the  first  time  in  their  national 
existence  they  fought  not  for  their  king,  not 
for  their  creed,  but  for  their  country.  For  the 
first  time  they  formed  voluntarily  an  alliance 
Avith  a  Protestant  nation.  They  had  before 
been  loyal.  They  noAv  experienced  a  new  sen- 
timent, that  of  patriotism.  War  is  a  Avon- 
derful  educator.  Her  schooling  is  painful,  but 
efficacious.  Old  Spain  Avas  buried  in  this  earth- 
quake.   A  new  Spain  arose  from  its  ruins. 

Of  all  this  Ferdinand  Avas  profoundly  igno- 
rant. He  Avas  a  true  Bourbon.  "Our  son," 
said  his  aff'ectionate  mother,  "has  a  mule's 
head  and  a  tiger's  heart."  His  reign  justified 
this  estimate  of  his  character.  He  commenced 
at  once  to  administer  his  government  in  the 
nineteenth  century  on  the  same  principles  upon 
Avhich  it  had  been  administered  by  his  fore- 
fathers in  the  sixteenth.  He  abolished  the 
constitution  by  an  imperial  decree.  He  revived 
the  Inquisition.  He  restored  the  Church  to  all 
its  ancient  privileges  and  prerogatives.  He 
reinstated  Jesuitism  in  its  former  poAver.  The 
very  men  by  Avhose  swords  his  right  to  his 
father's  throne  had  been  maintained  Avere  ex- 
iled or  executed  for  their  liberal  principles. 
They  had  learned  to  love  their  country  more 
than  their  king.  This  is  an  uni)ardonable  sin 
in  the  eyes  of  a  Bourbon.  But  the  principles 
of  liberty  liad  grown  too  strong  to  be  eradicated 
by  fire  or  sword.  Tlie  history  of  Ferdinand's 
reign  Avas  one  of  almost  continuous  insurrec- 
tions. When  they  threatened  success  he  swore 
to  respect  the  popular  constitution.    When  they 
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failed,  he  persecuted  with  the  utmost  severity 
all  who  had  participated  in  them. 

ISABELLA  REGINA. 

The  death  of  Ferdinand  added  a  new  insur- 
rectionary element.  By  the  Spanish  constitu- 
tion no  woman  could  inherit  a  crown.  Ferdi- 
nand had  no  sons.  His  eldest  brother,  Don 
Carlos,  was  therefore  heir-apparent  to  the 
throne.  But  Ferdinand  never  suffered  a  con- 
stitution to  stand  in  his  way.  As  old  age  be- 
gan to  indicate  unmistakably  that  his  own 
troubled  reign  drew  to  its  close,  he  issued  an 
imperial  decree  rescinding  the  obnoxious  pro- 
vision. This  was  the  last  important  act  of  his 
life.  He  died,  leaving  Isabella  queen  at  the 
tender  age  of  three  years  and  two  months. 
Christina,  her  mother,  was  made  regent.  Don 
Carlos  at  once  raised  the  standard  of  revolt. 
More  absolute  even  than  his  despotic  brother, 
he  gathered  about  him  the  extreme  absolutists. 
His  ranks  were  increased  by  the  same  sort  of 
volunteers  that  gathered  about  David  in  the 
wilderness  of  Engedi.  "Every  one  that  was 
in  distress,  and  every  one  that  was  in  debt,  and 
every  one  that  was  discontented,  gathered  them- 
selves unto  him."  From  its  earliest  days,  Sj)ain 
has  been  famous  for  its  brigandage.  The  Car- 
lists,  taking  the  name  of  their  leader,  were  in 
numbers  formidable.  Fortunately  for  Spain, 
they  possessed  none  of  that  union  in  which  is 
strength.  They  were  not  united  by  any  princi- 
ple. Don  Carlos  had  not  the  power  to  unite 
them  by  any  personal  enthusiasm  for  himself. 
After  five  or  six  years  of  desultory  campaign- 
ing, their  military  forces  melted  away.  Don 
Carlos  fled  the  country.  Christina,  driven 
from  her  throne,  followed  him  shortly  after. 
At  the  age  of  thirteen  or  fourteen,  Isabella  was 
declared  by  legislative  enactment  to  be  of  age, 
and  assumed  the  reins  of  government. 

She  inherited  from  her  father  a  revolution- 
ary kingdom.  On  the  one  side  were  the  Car- 
lists,  who  represented  the  despotism  of  the  past ; 
on  the  other  stood  the  party  of  progress — often 
divided  in  councils  among  themselves — who  rep- 
resented the  hopes  of  the  future.  A  man  of 
genius  might  perhaps  have  brought  order  out 
of  the  chaotic  kingdom.  A  woman  of  trans- 
cendent virtues  might  have  secured  the  affec- 
tion, and  so  the  adhesion,  of  her  subjects.  But 
Isabella  possessed  neither  genius  nor  virtue. 
She  is  a  genuine  Bourbon — every  way  worthy 
of  her  illustrious  parentage.  She  inherits  from 
her  grandfethcr  his  sensuality,  from  her  father 
his  superstition,  from  both  cupidity.  That  she 
is  guilty  of  drinking  habitually  to  intoxication 
is  universally  believed  in  Spain.  That  she  has 
contrived  to  carry  out  of  the  country  sufficient 
public  moneys  to  provide  handsomely  for  her- 
self in  exile  is  generally  believed  in  Paris. 
She  has  obstinacy  without  firmness,  cunning 
without  intelligence,  rashness  without  courage, 
superstition  without  religion.  Her  conscience 
is  in  the  keeping  of  her  father  confessor ;  her 
affections  in  that  of  her  court  favorite.  Father 


Claret  and  Marfori  have  been  the  rulers  of 
Spain.  Isabella  has  only  been  queen.  From 
the  day  of  her  accession  to  that  of  her  abandon- 
ment of  the  throne,  Spain  has  never  known  a 
day  of  true  peace.  Revolution  has  followed 
revolution.  Rarely  has  any  administration 
lasted  more  than  a  few  months.  One,  eminent 
for  the  brevity  of  its  life,  ruled  Spain  just  twen- 
ty-four hours,  then  expired.  It  is  known  de- 
risively as  the  "lightning  ministry." 

And  Ave,  forsooth !  are  commended  to  mon- 
archy, because  it  gives  us  a  stahle  government. 

Yet,  though  administrations  changed,  the 
Jesuits  never  ceased  to  control  the  conscience 
and  the  policy  of  the  queen.  The  triumphs  of 
their  adversaries  were  always  short-lived.  It 
even  passed  into  a  Spanish  proverb :  "  The 
same  dog  with  different  collars." 

GONZALEZ  BRAVO. 

The  last  of  these  changing  administrations 
was  that  of  Gonzalez  Bravo.  To  the  intolera- 
ble badness  of  his  rule  Spain  is  indebted  for  the 
present  revolution.  In  youth  a  republican,  in 
mature  life  an  absolutist,  Gonzalez  Bravo  com- 
bines the  zeal  of  a  renegade  with  the  cunning 
craft  of  a  professional  politician.  To  the  gifts 
of  nature  he  has  added  the  advantages  of  an 
education  in  the  court  of  Madrid,  notorious  for 
its  corruption  even  among  the  corrupt  courts  of 
Europe.  In  an  age  and  country  infamous  for 
intrigue,  he  has  attained  a  disgraceful  notoriety. 
Unrestrained  by  principle,  bold  to  audacity,  he 
knows  not  even  the  fear  of  detection,  Avhich 
often  withholds  public  men  from  scandalous 
vices.  He  never  hesitates  to  sacrifice  his  repu- 
tation for  substantial  power.  His  advent  into 
political  circles  in  1833  was  signalized  by  a  lie 
so  audacious  that  no  one  credited  it,  yet  so 
supported  that  no  one  dared  resist  it.  The 
president  of  the  first  council  of  Queen  Isabella 
was  Olozaga,  then  the  foremost  man,  still  per- 
haps the  foremost  man,  in  Spanish  politics. 
His  first  act  was  a  proclamation  dissolving  the 
Cortes,  and  ordering  a  new  election.  It  was 
almost  instantly  followed  by  a  royal  proclama- 
tion revoking  it,  and  dismissing  the  minister 
in  whose  name  it  had  been  issued.  The  Cortes 
and  the  country  waited  impatiently  for  an  ex- 
planation of  this  singular  phenomenon.  Gon- 
zalez Bravo,  the  successor  of  Olozaga  in  the 
ministry,  appeared  on  the  appointed  day  to 
make  it.  He  presented  to  the  astonished  na- 
tion the  first  official  document  ever  signed  by 
the  young  Queen  of  Spain.  It  consisted  of  a 
charge  against  her  late  prime  minister  that  by 
personal  violence  he  had  extorted  the  decree 
of  dissolution  at  her  hands.  The  character  of 
Olozaga  was  above  impeachment.  No  one 
credited  the  falsehood.  But  the  axiom,  "The 
queen  can  do  no  wrong,"  was  too  deeply  root- 
ed in  the  Spanish  mind  to  be  impugned.  The 
port-folio  of  Olozaga  passed  into  the  hands  of 
Gonzalez  Bravo. 

Such  is  the  man  Avho,  in  April,  1867,  at  the 
death  of  Narvaez,  succeeded,  for  the  third  time, 
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to  the  prime  ministry  of  the  most  restless  and 
uneasy  kingdom  in  Europe.  For  thirty  years 
he  had  been  familiar  with  the  intrigues  of 
the  court.  He  knew  the  dangers  which  en- 
vironed him.  He  prepared  to  grapple  witli 
them.  Under  his  administration  and  that  of 
his  predecessor,  whose  spirit  he  imbibed,  abso- 
lutism ran  mad.  The  Cortes  were  treated  as 
a  nullity.  The  president  and  vice-president 
were  arrested  and  imprisoned.  Marshal  Ser- 
rano was  sent  in  close  custody  to  the  castle  of 
Alicante.  The  Due  and  Duchesse  de  Mont- 
pensier  were  notified  to  leave  the  kingdom 
within  twenty-four  hours.  General  Dulce  was 
banished  to  Teneriffe.  Olozaga  retired  to 
Paris.  General  Prim  fled  to  Belgium.  Es- 
partero  escaped  the  fate  of  his  companions  only 
by  living  in  absolute  retirement.  In  less  than 
two  years  nearly  every  Spanish  general  or 
statesman  of  note,  of  whatever  party,  who  was 
not  already  committed  to  the  support  of  Gon- 
zalez Bravo  was  in  prison  or  in  exile.  Spain 
was  reduced  to  the  merest  despotism.  Gonza- 
lez Bravo  was  the  despot. 

In  the  eighteenth  century  these  energetic 
measures  might  have  quelled  the  incipient  rev- 
olution. In  the  nineteenth  they  only  acceler- 
ated it.  All  previous  revolutions  had  been 
directed  against  the  ministry.  Now,  for  the 
first  time,  the  project  of  ridding  Spain  of  the 
Bourbon  queen  was  agitated.  The  excessive 
despotism  of  Bravo  united  all  parties  against 
the  government.  His  treatment  of  tried  and 
favorite  officers  disaffected  the  army.  The 
people  had  been  long  disaffected.  Olozaga  was 
the  first  to  suggest,  what  became  the  war-cry 
of  the  revolution,  "Down  with  the  Bourbons!" 
Desperation  begets  boldness. 

His  followers  at  first  were  few.  But  Gonza- 
lez Bravo  very  kindly  recruited  for  him.  The 
country,  sick  of  changing  dynasties  that  brought 
no  relief,  wearied  of  Jesuitical  control  which 
ruled  alike  in  almost  every  cabinet,  caught 
eagerly  the  cry.  The  army  began  secretly  to 
re-echo  it.  Olozaga  is  more  than  a  man  of 
genius — he  is  a  man  of  patience.  He  restrained 
his  colleagues  from  that  impetuosity  of  action 
which  had  rendered  so  many  revolutionary  at- 
tempts nugatory.  He  quietly  waited  the  op- 
portunity which  he  was  sure  the  infatuated  ad- 
ministration would  afford  him.  He  was  not 
mistaken.  Three  acts,  either  of  which  might 
have  precipitated  a  revolution,  combined  to  ren- 
der this  a  bloodless  one. 

The  greatest  want  of  revolutions  is  money. 
Capital  is  loth  to  invest  in  them.  They  can 
not  issue  bonds  and  borrow  in  foreign  markets. 
Gonzalez  Bravo  considerately  supplied  the  rev- 
olutionists with  means  by  driving  the  Due  de 
Montpensier  to  their  ranks.  The  due  is  per- 
haps the  most  unpopular  man  in  Spain.  He 
is  of  French  descent ;  and  the  Spaniards  hate 
the  French.  He  is  married  to  Maria  Louise, 
the  younger  sister  of  Queen  Isabella ;  and  the 
Spaniards  hate  the  daughters  of  Ferdinand. 
By  birth  and  by  marriage  he  is  connected  with 
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the  Bourbon  family  ;  and  the  Spaniards  hate 
the  Bourbons.  He  is  an  intense  and  intolerant 
bigot ;  and  all  the  progressive  element  in  Spain 
is  rising  up  in  indignant  protest  against  bigotry. 
His  personal  qualities  are  not  such  as  to  awaken 
popular  enthusiasm.  He  has  the  reputation 
of  being  both  parsimonious  and  cowardly.  He 
lends  his  money  at  interest,  and  woe  to  the 
debtor  that  falls  into  his  clutches !  He  buys  at 
the  lowest  cash  prices,  and  delays  payment  to 
save  interest.  He  rents  out  his  orchard,  and  is 
derisively  called  the  "orange  peddler."  His 
life  has  been  spent  in  the  midst  of  revolutions, 
yet  he  has  never  participated  in  them.  At  the 
fall  of  Louis  Philippe  he  fled  from  the  Tuiler- 
ies,  leaving  his  young  wife  to  take  care  of  her- 
self. At  a  local  outbreak  in  Seville  he  fled  to 
the  sea-coast,  though  no  violence  was  threat- 
ened him.  Such  at  least  are  the  Spanish  sto- 
ries of  him.  His  reputation,  if  not  his  charac- 
ter, robs  him  of  all  personal  influence.  But  he 
is  one  of  the  wealthiest  grandees  in  the  king- 
dom. His  palace  in  Seville  rivals  in  its  taste- 
less decorations  any  in  Spain.  His  wealth  is 
his  only  power.  The  jealousy  which  impelled 
Bravo  to  exile  the  due  was  therefore  a  pecul- 
iarly unreasonable  one.  By  driving  Montpen- 
sier from  the  kingdom  he  did  nothing  to  weak- 
en the  revolution  ;  he  only  removed  one  whose 
personal  presence  would  have  proved  a  hin- 
drance to  its  leaders.  At  the  same  time  he 
deepened,  if  he  did  aAvaken,  Montpensier's  en- 
mity. Though  the  due  would  not  commit  him- 
self personally  to  the  revolt,  he  was  moved  by 
revenge  to  contribute  liberally  to  a  cause  which 
motives  of  patriotism  never  could  have  induced 
him  to  support. 

As  we  have  already  said,  Gonzalez  Bravo 
alienated  the  army  by  his  treatment  of  its  lead- 
ing officers.  In  all  previous  revolutions  the 
navy  had  remained  loyal.  With  singular  in- 
fatuation Bravo  succeeded  in  overcoming  that 
loyalty.  He  reduced  the  rank  and  pay  of  many 
of  its  officers,  and  suffered  its  sailors  to  go  ut- 
terly unpaid.  That  he  might  be  extravagant 
where  he  should  have  been  economical,  he  Avas 
economical  where  he  should  have  been  extrav- 
agant. The  flame  of  discontent,  enkindled 
among  the  people,  ran  through  the  navy.  When 
the  leaders  of  the  revolution  were  ready  to  act, 
the  fleet  of  Spain  was  at  their  disposal. 

Only  an  opportunity  for  united  action  Avas 
wanting.  That,  also,  the  considerate  prime 
minister  afforded  the  revolutionists.  The  un- 
easy queen,  perhaps  foreboding  new  trouble, 
perhaps  only  mindful  of  past  revolutions,  sought 
an  alliance  Avith  France.  She  proposed  to  fur- 
nish to  the  emperor  an  army  of  forty  thousand 
men,  and  a  naval  squadron.  She  requested  in 
return  his  protection  in  case  her  dynasty  Avas 
attacked.  The  negotiations  halted.  She  pro- 
posed an  intervicAv.  It  Avas  granted.  Early 
in  September  the  Emperor  of  the  French  left 
Paris  ;  the  Queen  of  Spain  left  ]\Iadrid.  They 
Avere  to  meet  at  San  Sebastian.  The  journey 
of  the  one  Avas  a  series  of  ovations.    The  other 
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traveled,  unheralded,  through  the  midst  of  a 
silent  and  sullen  people.  An  alliance  with 
France,  to  support  her  tott-ering  throne,  was  ut- 
terly unendurable  to  the  haughty  Castilian. 
The  hour  had  come.  On  the  18th  of  Septem- 
ber, 18G8,  Isabella  met  Napoleon  III.  at  San 
Sebastian.  On  the  following  day  the  flag  of 
free  Spain  was  unfurled  in  the  port  of  Cadiz. 

THE  REVOLT. 

While  Isabella  was  traveling  from  Madrid  to 
San  Sebastian,  Generals  Prim,  Serrano,  Dulce, 
Zabala,  Cabalero  de  Rodas,  and  others,  were 
meeting  at  Gibraltar  to  initiate  the  campaign. 
The  plan  of  the  revolutionists  was  very  simple. 
Madrid  is  the  centre  of  a  circle  from  which 
radiate  four  railways.  Santander,  Cadiz,  Car- 
tagena, and  Barcelona  are  in  the  circumference 
of  this  circle.  A  simultaneous  rising  at  each 
of  these  points  was  determined  upon.  The 
people,  ripe  for  insurrection,  waited  only  the 
signal  from  their  leaders.  Topete,  the  ad- 
miral of  the  Spanish  fleet,  was  already  commit- 
ted to  the  revolutionary  cause.  Captain  Mal- 
campo,  of  the  iron-clad  Sa7-a(jossa,  joined  him. 
One  or  two  shots  from  the  fleet  sufliced  to  over- 
awe the  few  royal  troops  in  the  barracks  at 
Cadiz.  A  landing  was  eftccted  without  oppo- 
sition. Marshal  Serrano,  who  headed  the 
movement,  was  received  with  acclamation  by 
the  citizens.  They  flocked  in  crowds  to  his 
standard.  It  is  said  that  in  three  days  four- 
teen thousand  volunteers  were  enrolled  under 
his  command.  In  compliance  with  the  gen- 
eral i)lan  agreed  upon,  Serrano  marched  im- 
mediately toward  Madrid.  Seville  received 
him  with  open  arms.  Two  regiments  of  royal 
troops,  sent  down  to  oppose  him,  revolted  and 
went  over  to  the  rebel  ranks.  The  first  serious 
opposition  which  he  encountered  was  at  the 
bridge  of  Alcolea,  between  Seville  and  Cor- 
dova. This,  the  most  considerable  battle  of  the 
revolution,  was  really  little  more  than  a  skirmish. 
The  royalists  retreated  in  disorder.  The  jVIar- 
quis  de  Novaliches,  who  led  them  in  person,  fell 
mortally  wounded.  If  Marshal  Serrano  had 
wished  to  follow  up  his  success  he  might  easily 
have  routed  the  whole  corps  d'arme'e.  It  was, 
however,  the  policy  of  the  revolutionists  not  to 
vanquish  the  army,  but  to  win  its  support. 

Almost  at  the  same  time  with  this  move- 
ment in  Southern  Spain  a  part  of  the  fleet  ap- 
peared upon  the  northwest  coast  in  the  harbor 
of  Santander.  This  was  the  signal  for  a  pop- 
ular rising  in  the  town.  The  northern  prov- 
inces of  Spain  are  monarchical;  the  south- 
ern republican.  The  queen  was  about  one 
hundred  miles  distant  at  San  Sebastian.  The 
Emperor  of  the  French  was  just  across  the  bor- 
der. The  news  of  General  Serrano's  move- 
ments had  not  yet  traversed  the  kingdom.  The 
people  were  timid.  They  hesitated.  Two 
sharp  but  not  severe  engagements  took  place 
between  the  undrilled  but  enthusiastic  inhab- 
itants and  the  well  disciplined  but  disaffected 
army.    In  these  engagements  the  fleet  were 


unable  to  co-operate  without  firing  upon  their 
friends.  Nevertheless,  in  ten  days  after  the 
appearance  of  the  revolutionary  flag  in  the 
streets  of  Cadiz,  it  floated  over  the  military  bar- 
racks of  Santander.  At  the  same  time  the 
city  of  Valladolid,  the  former  capital  of  Spain, 
and  in  the  direct  road  between  San  Sebastian 
and  Madrid,  declared  against  the  queen.  The 
ports  of  Corunna,  Pontevedra,  and  Vigo,  fol- 
lowed almost  immediately  the  example  of  their 
sister  cities. 

While  these  events  were  occurring  upon  the 
southern  and  western  coasts,  events  equally  im- 
portant were  taking  place  upon  the  eastern. 
On  the  27th  of  September  three  ships  of  the 
revolutionary  fleet  appeared  in  the  harbor  of 
Cartagena,  which  only  awaited  their  appear- 
ance to  join  the  revolt.  A  successful  rising  in 
Saragossa  severed  the  railroad  connection  be- 
tween Madrid  and  Barcelona.  And  when 
General  Prim  appeared  with  a  portion  of  the 
rebel  fleet  in  the  harbor  of  the  latter  city,  and 
Count  de  Cheste,  whose  royal  forces  had  been 
barely  adequate  to  prevent  a  popular  uprising, 
retreated,  the  city  rose  cn  7uasse  to  welcome 
their  deliverer.  Thus,  in  less  than  ten  days 
from  the  firing  of  the  first  gun  at  Cadiz,  the 
revolutionists  had  occupied  almost  the  entire 
sea-coast,  and  most  of  the  important  centres  in 
the  interior.  ]\Iadrid  alone  remained  quiet. 
This  was  not  because  the  court  party  was  more 
popular  in  the  capital  than  elsewhere,  but  be- 
cause the  revolutionists  wisely  perceived  that 
the  quickest  way  to  secure  the  capital  Avas  by 
simultaneously  seizing  the  sea-port  towns. 

FLIGHT  OF  THE  QUEEN. 
The  first  news  of  the  insurrection  struck  ter- 
ror to  the  guilty  prime  minister.  He  did  not 
even  await  the  return  of  his  queen.  He  tele- 
graphed his  resignation.  General  Concha, 
Military  Governor  of  Madrid,  assumed  the  reins 
of  government,  organized  the  royal  army,  and 
took  energetic  but  unsuccessful  measures  to 
quell  the  outbreak.  He  telegraphed  to  the 
queen  to  return  instantly  to  the  capital.  With 
military  frankness  he  advised  her  of  the  con- 
ditions on  which  alone  she  could  do  so  with 
safety.  These  were  to  dismiss  her  fiivorite, 
Marfori,  and  to  establish  religious  liberty  — 
conditions  which  she  instantly  and  indignant- 
ly rejected.  She  preferred  Marfori  to  her 
throne.  Like  Philip  II.,  she  would  rather 
not  reign  at  all  than  reign  over  heretics.  Per- 
plexed by  the  suddenness  and  the  success  of 
the  revolutionary  movements,  deserted  by  her 
chief  counselor,  and  unable  to  call  to  her 
aid  any  other  one  on  Avhom  she  could  reh% 
she  hesitated,  vacillated,  adopted  conflicting 
policies,  pushed  none  of  them  to  a  conclu- 
sion. At  one  time  she  attempted  to  recruit, 
and  expressed  her  determination  to  resist  the 
insurgents  to  the  death  ;  but  no  soldiers  flocked 
to  her  standard.  At  the  next  instant  she  of- 
fered to  resign,  if  the  revolutionists  would  accept 
the  Prince  of  Asturias,  her  son,  as  their  king. 
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On  one  occasion  she  actually  took  her  place  in 
the  train  to  return  to  Madrid.  A  rumor  that 
the  road  was  in  possession  of  the  insurgents 
terrified  her,  and  she  abandoned  her  purpose. 
Every  day  she  furnished  the  French  press  with 
the  intelligence  that  the  insurrection  was  sub- 
stantially quelled.  Every  day  brought  to  her 
intelligence  of  a  new  outbreak,  and  revealed, 
to  her  bewilderment,  the  proportions  of  the  rev- 
olution. The  defeat  of  her  army  at  the  bridge 
of  Alcolea  determined  at  once  her  course  and 
that  of  her  new  prime  minister.  The  day  fol- 
lowing, a  deputation  from  the  revolutionary 
committee  waited  on  General  Concha,  and  rep- 
resented to  him  the  hopelessness  of  further 
resistance.  He  assented,  resigned  the  govern- 
ment into  their  hands,  and  retired.  The  mili- 
tary was  disarmed.  The  arms  of  the  soldiery 
were  distributed  among  the  people.  They 
were  organized  into  a  temporary  militia.  In 
twenty-four  hours  the  streets  were  patrolled  by 
the  newly-enrolled  members  of  the  army  of  the 
revolution.  Erom  every  window  hung  festive 
decorations.  In  every  street  were  banners  with 
the  mottoes,  "Down  with  the  Bourbons," 
"  Sovereignty  of  the  People,"  "Religious  Lib- 
erty," "  Eree  Education."  From  every  steeple 
the  bells  rang  out  a  joyous  peal.  Thus  quietly, 
W'ithout  the  firing  of  a  shot,  the  capital  of  Spain 
passed  from  the  government  of  the  Bourbons 
to  that  of  the  people. 

Queen  Isabella,  with  a  heavy  heart,  aban- 
doned the  kingdom  which  afforded  no  longer 
even  a  safe  refuge  to  her.  On  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember she  left  San  Sebastian  for  the  interview 
at  Biarritz,  which  we  have  already  witnessed. 
On  the  3d  of  October  Marshal  Serrano  entered 
the  city  of  Madrid.  The  revolution  was  ac- 
complished ;  Spain  was  free.  Probably  not 
five  hundred  lives  had  been  lost,  either  in  battle 
or  by  mob  violence,  in  the  entire  campaign.  It 
lasted  less  than  a  fortnight. 

It  is  doubtful  whether  the  world  has  ever 
witnessed  so  sudden  and  so  successful  an  up- 
rising of  the  people.  It  is  true  that  the  move- 
ment was  inaugurated  by  the  navy,  and  prose- 
cuted by  the  army ;  but  the  popular  sentiment 
gave  to  it  its  power.  The  energies  of  the  few 
loyal  troops  were  all  employed  in  preventing 
popular  outbreak.  In  consequence,  General 
Concha  had  no  troops  to  meet  the  forces  of  Ser- 
rano and  Prim.  The  fleet  could  not  easily 
have  effected  a  landing  at  Santander,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  popular  rising  at  Valladolid ; 
perhaps  not  at  Barcelona,  had  there  been  no 
outbreak  at  Saragossa.  Wherever  the  flag 
of  freedom  appeared,  it  was  greeted  with  ac- 
clamation. Nothing  could  resist  the  tumultu- 
ous joy  of  a  people  who  for  more  than  thirty 
years  had  been  kept  in  subjection  by  the  arms 
of  those  who  now  became  their  deliverers. 
"  General  Prim  and  his  escort,"  says  an  eye- 
witness of  his  entrance  into  Barcelona,  "were 
surrounded  by  thousands  of  men,  women,  and 
children,  who  poured  in  waves  from  every  street 
to  join  in  the  glorious  procession.  These 
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struggled  one  with  another  for  a  chance  to  em- 
brace the  soldiers  who  formed  the  escort. 
Stern  men  hugged  their  knees,  and  kissed  their 
boots  in  adoration;  women  embraced  the 
horses,  clung  around  their  necks  as  if  they 
could  speak  or  share  in  the  general  enthusiasm  ; 
every  article  of  the  horse's  equipage  was  either 
regarded  with  mute  idolatry,  or,  in  a  trans- 
port of  feeling,  was  kissed  with  as  much  fer- 
vor as  ever  holy  image  was."  This  scene  was 
repeated  in  every  town — Seville,  Saragossa, 
Valladolid,  Santander,  Madrid.  Emphatically, 
the  Spanish  Revolution  is  a  popular  movement. 
The  army  and  navy  have  been  the  servants,  not 
the  masters  of  the  people. 

THE  REVOLUTIONARY  LEADERS. 

Nevertheless  it  has  not  been  an  aimless  rev- 
olution. It  has  been  led  by  men  of  genius, 
and  conducted  to  its  consummation  with  Admi- 
rable skill.  Its  bloodless  success  is  due,  first, 
to  the  insane  policy  of  the  infatuated  Gonzalez 
Bravo  ;  next  to  the  wisdom  of  Olozaga,  Prim, 
Serrano,  and"Espartero.  Generally,  revolutions 
educate  their  own  leaders.  Cromwell  was  born 
of  the.  €ivil  wars  ;  Napoleon  of  the  revolution, 
which  at  last  he  mastered.  But  Spain  for  thir- 
ty years  had  been  educating  her  emancipators. 
When  the  time  for  action  came  they  were  al- 
ready men  of  matured  experience. 

Of  these  the  foremost  man  in  the  whole 
movement  is  probably  Senor  Olozaga.  A  states- 
man, not  a  warrior,  he  has  not  been  prominent 
in  the  revolution  which  he  has  promoted. 
Throughout  his  career  a  consistent  liberal,  he 
is  one  of  the  few  politicians  of  Spain  who  has 
not  changed  his  principles  to  secure  office,  and 
possesses  in  a  peculiar  manner  the  confidence 
of  the  people.  Driven  from  court  and  from 
his  country  by  Gonzalez  Bravo  over  thirty  years 
ago,  charged  by  him  with  an  infamous  off'ense 
against  his  queen,  too  much  of  a  Spaniard  to 
forget  such  a  wrong,  motives  of  private  revenge 
have  mingled  with  purer  motives  of  patriotism 
in  securing  his  participation  in  the  rebellion. 
Radical  in  principle,  conservative  in  method,  a 
republican  at  heart,  yet  a  sufficient  statesman 
to  perceive  that  the  constitution  of  a  country 
must  be  adapted  to  the  condition  and  wants  of 
the  people,  as  restive  as  any  of  his  comrades 
under  the  evils  which  have  cursed  Spain  so 
many  years,  yet  more  patient  in  enduring  them 
until  the  time  for  action  should  arrive,  he  was 
the  first  to  recommend  the  expulsion  of  the 
Bourbons,  while  he  held  back  his  comrades 
from  striking  an  impetuous  and  therefore  un- 
successful blow.  Though  he  has  declined  of- 
fice in  the  counsels  of  the  new  government,  he 
is  in  fact  one  of  its  chief  counselors.  To  his 
spirit  of  combined  caution  and  courage  its  suc- 
cess is  largely  due. 

It  is  impossible  to  feel  the  same  confidence 
in  Marshal  Serrano.  He  is  a  professional  rev- 
olutionist. For  half  a  century  he  has  been  con- 
sistent as  an  office-seeker— consistent  in  little 
else.    He  has  been  in  turn  conservative  and 
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liberal.  In  various  revolutions  of  the  past  he 
has  intrigued  or  fought  against  every  one  of  his 
companions  in  arms.  He  is  now  placed  in  of- 
fice less,  probably,  by  reason  of  any  public  con- 
fidence in  the  man  than  because  he  is  one  of 
those  men  whose  name,  whose  influence,  and 
whose  powers  can  be  purchased  for  a  cause 
only  by  appointing  them  to  prominent  positions. 
Seemingly  the  leader  of  the  movement,  he  is 
really  borne  upon  the  wave  which  he  could  not, 
if  he  would,  control.  Probably  he  has  no  in- 
clination to  control  it.  In  the  present  he  is  a 
good  liberal,  as  in  the  past  he  has  been  a  good, 
conservative.  He  belongs  to  a  class  of  men 
whose  convictions  are  not  their  own,  but  those 
of  their  party.  He  is  as  honest  as  such  a  par- 
tisan can  Avcll  be. 

The  most  popular  man  of  the  hour  is  doubt- 
less General  Prim.  He  occupies  in  public  es- 
teem something  the  same  position  which  Zachary 
Taylor  occupied  Avith  us.  A  soldier  by  profes- 
sion, bold,  dashing,  generous,  open-hearted,  he 
is  characterized  by  that  impetuous  bravery  which 
at  once  renders  him  the  idol  of  the  people  and 
unfits  him  to  be  their  leader.  He  is  doubtless 
the  foremost  military  man  in  Spain.  Most  of 
his  life  has  been  spent  in  war.  Campaigns  in 
which  he  could  not  participate  he  has  made 
haste  to  visit.  He  was  at  the  Crimea  in  1854, 
and  a  spectator  of  the  peninsular  campaign  in 
Virginia  in  1802.  He  was  the  commandant 
of  the  Spanish  forces  in  the  Mexican  expedi- 
tion, which  he  abandoned,  without  orders,  be- 
cause, as  he  said,  he  was  not  content  to  be  the 
tool  of  France.  Always  a  soldier,  rather  than  a 
politician,  his  sympathies  have  invariably  iden- 
tified him  with  the  party  of  progress.  His  visit 
to  the  United  States  confirmed  his  republican 
predilections.  He  regards  our  government  as 
a  model,  though  he  strenuously  maintains  that 
Spain  is  not  prepared  for  its  adoption. 

Such  are  the  men  under  whose  leadership 
Spain  has  thrown  off*  the  yoke  of  centuries. 

For  Admiral  Topete,  Minister  of  the  Marine 
in  the  new  government,*  is  one  of  the  leaders  of 
the  revolution  rathen-  in  consequence  of  his  pre- 
vious position  as  admiral  of  the  Spanish  navy 
than  by  virtue  of  any  inherent  force  of  charac- 
ter. General  Dulce,  though  one  of  its  instiga- 
tors, has  had  no  prominent  position  in  its  pros- 
ecution. And  Espartero,  whom  all  the  people 
honor  as  a  father,  too  advanced  in  years  to  take 
an  active  part  in  movements  so  stirring,  lends 
to  them  only  his  sympathy  and  his  counsels. 

THE  NEW  AND  THE  OLD. 

The  flight  of  Queen  Isabella  ended  the  re- 
bellion. It  is  not  easy  to  overestimate  the 
perplexities  with  which  that  flight  left  her 
apparently  victorious  foes  surrounded.  Spain 
was  absolutely  without  a  government.  There 
was  no  general  accord  among  the  people,  or 
even  among  their  leaders,  what  the  government 
should  be.  .  Its  form,  its  character,  the  princi- 


*  He  has  recently  resigned. 


pies  which  should  underlie  it,  were  all  to  be  de- 
termined. Its  chief  executive — king,  dictator, 
or  president — was  to  be  chosen  from  half  a  score 
of  rival  claimants. 

The  finances  were  in  a  desperate  condition. 
There  was  no  money  in  the  treasury.  No  loan 
could  be  negotiated  in  foreign  markets.  The 
experiment  was  tried  and  failed.  The  taxes 
were  intolerable.  They  must  be  lightened.  To 
neglect  them  was  to  breed  another  revolution. 
And  yet,  burdensome  as  they  were,  they  did  not 
meet  the  cufi-ent  expenses  of  the  kingdom. 

The  poverty  of  the  people  was  extreme.  The 
streets  of  the  city  were  thronged  with  ragged 
men  and  women,  clamorous  not  for  charity,  but 
for  labor.  It  is  estimated  that  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  seventeenth  century  there  were  over 
twenty  thousand  mendicants  in  the  streets  of 
Madrid.  Little  had  been  done  to  improve  the 
condition  of  the  people  in  this  respect.  The 
highways  swarmed  with  strolling  beggars,  the 
mountain  passes  with  brigands.  Hunger  does 
not  make  men  reasonable.  The  peasantry  ex- 
pected the  'new  government  instantly  to  abate 
their  taxes,  to  provide  them  with  remunerative 
labor,  to  furnish  their  families  with  bread.  An 
established  government  can  quell  a  causeless 
emeiite.  The  revolutionists  could  not  afford  to 
suffer  one  to  spring  up. 

New  relations  between  the  Church  and  State 
were  all  to  be  established.  They  could  not  be 
settled  upon  purely  abstract  principles,  however 
just,  however  simple.  It  is  impossible  for  an 
American  to  comprehend  the  intense  bigotry  of 
the  religious  portion  of  Roman  Catholic  Spain. 
With  them  the  Church  Avas  synonymous  Avith 
Christianity.  A  heretic  Avas  regarded  Avith  that 
superstitious  dread  Avith  Avhich  an  infidel  Avas 
regarded  in  a  Puritan  village  half  a  century 
ago.  The  proposition  to  dissever  the  Church 
and  State  Avas  considered  by  the  religious  people 
to  be  equivalent  to  a  proposition  to  abandon 
Avholly  the  Christian  religion.  A  petition, 
signed  by  fifteen  thousand  ladies,  besought  the 
provisional  government  not  to  be  guilty  of  lay- 
ing desecrating  hands  upon  the  Most  Holy  Cath- 
olic Church.  "Do  not,"  they  cried,  "permit 
impiety  to  enter  into  Spain."  "Recollect,  even 
the  mighty  die.  Those  who  rule  and  govern 
the  people  haA'C  to  give  a  strict  account  to  God. 
Oh,  that  Avhen  your  children  go  to  pray  at  the 
tomb  of  their  father,  they  may  not  recollect  Avith 
horror  that  his  hands  opened  the  gates  of  his 
country  to  impiety."  It  is  impossible  to  doubt 
the  genuineness  of  the  sentiments  thus  express- 
ed. It  is  equally  impossible  for  a  statesman  al- 
together to  disregard  the  honest  convictions  of 
the  people,  hoAvever  little  he  may  sympathize 
Avith  them.  And  yet  the  leaders  of  the  revolu- 
tion Avere  Avise  enough  to  see  that,  if  the  priest- 
hood Avere  left  in  control,  the  real  king  of  Spain 
Avould  not  be  discroAvned,  Avhatever  form  the 
government  might  assume. 

Education  Avas  to  be  provided  for  the  com- 
mon people.  Their  ignorance  is  something  in- 
credible.   It  is  estimated  that  less  than  one- 
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fifth  of  the  entire  population  of  the  kingdom 
can  read  or  -write.  The  schools  were  entirely 
under  the  control  of  the  clergy.  The  curricu- 
lum consisted  almost  entirely  of  the  catechism. 
In  the  eighteenth  century  a  prominent  Span- 
iiird  declared  that  he  who  was  learned  in  all  the 
wisdom  of  the  Spanish  schools  was  only  "  more 
ignorant  than  he  was  before  he  began. "  "  And 
there  can  be  no  doubt,"  says  Mr.  Buckle,  "that 
he  was  right.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  in 
Spain  the  more  a  man  was  taught  the  less  he 
would  know.  For  he  was  taught  that  inquiry 
was  sinful,  that  intellect  must  be  repressed,  and 
that  credulity  and  submission  were  the  first  of 
human  attributes."  All  this  was  to  be  changed. 
No  nation  is  free  unless  the  minds  of  the  people 
are  emancipated. 

Local  abuses,  long  borne  in  patience,  de- 
manded instant  redress.  To  the  statesman 
and  the  philosopher,  who  perceive  how  readily 
siich  wrongs  correct  themselves  under  a  good 
govBmment,  they  are  matters  of  secondary  im- 
portance To  the  people  who  suffer  from  them, 
and  who  are  often  absolutely  incapable  of  com- 
prehending the  secret  and  remote  causes  which 
produce  them,  they  are  of  the  first  import- 
ance. 

Above  all,  the  revolutionists  had  to  main- 
tain in  victory  that  harmony  which  had  been 
produced  only  by  common  sufferings,  and  a 
common  purpose  of  self-vindication.  In  this 
campaign  men  fought  shoulder  to  shoulder  who 
had  fought  for  half  a  century  only  face  to  face. 
Prim  w^as  exiled  by  Espartero  in  1842,  and  par- 
ticipated in  the  combination  which  drove  Es- 
partero from  office  and  the  country  in  1844. 
Marshal  Serrano  united  with  Gonzalez  Bravo 
in  the  overthrow  of  Olozaga  in  1834,  and  with 
O'Donnell  against  Espartero  in  1856.  Nor 
Avere  these  divisions  merely  historical.  Some 
of  the  revolutionists  were  ardent  republicans ; 
some  sincere  monarchists ;  some  were  church- 
men ;  some,  schooled  in  the  French  philosophy, 
had  no  faith  in  any  church — scarcely  faith  in 
God.  Some  were  anxious  only  to  correct  in- 
dividual wrongs  and  local  abuses ;  others  to 
expel  the  Bourbons  without  changing  the  form 
of  government ;  others  to  drive  out  the  Jesuits 
without  disturbing  the  Church  ;  others  demand- 
ed a  new  government  founded  on  the  sovereign- 
ty of  the  people,  and  patterned  on  the  model  of 
the  United  States.  Different  candidates,  too, 
had  their  adherents.  The  Due  de  Montpen- 
sier;  Ferdinand,  ex-King  of  Portugal;  Don 
Juan,  ex-King  of  Saxony ;  Amadeo  of  Savoy, 
and  Prince  Alfred  of  England,  to  say  nothing 
of  Don  Carlos  and  the  young  Prince  of  Astu- 
rias,  were  all  pressed  for  the  throne.  In  the 
neighboring  empire  of  France,  the  queen,  pro- 
testing against  the  revolution  which  had  de- 
throned her,  watched  the  issue  of  these  divi- 
sions. Wily  priests  and  i)oliticians  were  ready 
to  foment  them.  To  keep  these  discordant 
elements  united,  to  make  the  government  rep- 
resent the  average  sentiment  of  the  kingdom, 
to  spur  up  the  laggard,  and  restrain  the  im- 
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petuous,  this  required  no  ordinary  measure  of 
statesmanship. 

Juntas  were  at  once  organized.  These  are 
self-constituted  vigilance  committees.  They 
are  born  of  the  revolution.  A  central  com- 
mittee at  Madrid  served  the  purpose  of  a  na- 
tional government.  How  fully  this  entire  move- 
ment was  a  popular  one  is  evident  from  the  fact 
that  these  juntas  sprang  up  in  almost  every  mu- 
nicipality. Over  five  hundred  were  organized 
almost  simultaneously.  Entirely  independent, 
they  were  imbued  with  one  spirit,  and  worked 
in  harmony.  How  little  any  spirit  of  absolut- 
ism pervaded  them  is  evident  from  the  fitct  that 
later,  on  the  election  of  the  Cortes,  they  all  vol- 
untarily disbanded,  and  resigned  their  author- 
ity into  the  hands  of  the  constituent  assembly. 
A  national  cabinet  was  formed  by  proclamation 
of  Marshal  Serrano.  The  chief  executive  was 
offered  by  unanimous  consent  to  Espartero. 
He  declined.  Wisely,  therefore,  the  revolu- 
tionists agreed  to  dispense  with  a  chief  execu- 
tive. The  government  thus  formed  announced 
itself  to  be  temporary  only.  It  proclaimed  its  pur- 
pose of  submitting  all  questions  to  a  Cortes,  to 
be  elected  by  the  general  suftVages  of  the  people. 
Meanwhile  it  proceeded  energetically  to  meet 
immediate  exigencies.  Within  six  days  after 
Marshal  Serrano  entered  Madrid  the  Central 
Junta  issued  the  following  sententious  and  sig- 
nificant declaration  of  rights,  in  a  few  short 
sentences  sweeping  away  the  traditions  of  cen- 
turies, and  proclaiming  foi  Spain  the  inaugu- 
ration of  a  new  civilization  : 

'•The  Junta,  faithful  to  its  elevated  origin, 
makes  the  following  declaration  of  rights : 
Universal  suffrage,  liberty  of  worship,  liberty 
of  instruction,  liberty  of  reunion  and  peaceful 
association,  liberty  of  publication  without  spe- 
cial legislation,  decentralization  of  administra- 
tion that  shall  devolve  authority  to  the  muni- 
cipalities and  to  the  provinces,  judgment  by 
jury  in  criminal  afiairs,  unity  of  power  in  all 
the  branches  of  the  administration  of  justice, 
judicial  immobility." 

Measures  Avere  immediately  taken  to  carry 
out  in  detail  these  principles,  as  well  as  to  take 
the  other  necessary  steps  for  the  temporary 
organization  of  the  government.  A  voluntary 
loan  was  called  for.  In  less  than  six  weeks  the 
subscription  by  the  people  amounted  to  three 
hundred  and  nineteen  million  reals — nearly  for- 
ty million  dollars.  The  various  subordinate 
offices  were  filled  by  men  in  sympathy  with 
the  ncAV  movement.  The  regular  army  was 
reduced.  The  royal  guards,  an  expensive  but 
useless  branch  of  the  service,  were  disbanded. 
An  order  was  issued  for  the  election  of  munici- 
pal officers.  Justices  of  the  peace  were  ap- 
pointed throughout  the  state.  A  decree  was 
promulgated  disbanding  all  monastic  establish- 
ments organized  since  1845,  and  expelling  the 
Jesuits.  Liberty  of  worship  was  secured.  Prot- 
estant chapels  were  opened  at  Madrid  and  Se- 
ville, and  the  distribution  of  Bil)lcs  commenced 
by  English  and  American  missionaries.  Ini- 
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tiatory  steps  toward  the  abolition  of  slavery 
wei*e  taken  by  a  decree  that  all  children  born 
of  mothers  in  slavery  should  be  free.  A  coun- 
cil was  appointed  to  take  possession  in  the  name 
of  the  new  state  of  all  the  property  of  the  crown. 
By  previous  law  all  schools  were  under  the  care 
of  the  Church.  This  law  was  annulled.  Edu- 
cation was  made  free.  Evening-schools  were 
opened  in  the  cities.  It  was  announced  that 
public  schools  would  be  established  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  state  in  every  district,  to  be  un- 
der control  of  the  local  municipalities.  And 
in  less  than  a  fortnight  from  the  consummation 
of  the  revolution  an  order  was  issued  for  the 
election,  by  universal  suffrage,  of  a  Cortes — a 
Spanish  constituent  assembly — to  receive  the 
powers  temporarily  assumed  by  the  provision- 
al government,  to  frame  a  new  constitution, 
and  to  organize,  upon  a  permanent  basis,  a 
new  government,  founded  upon  the  sovereign- 
ty of  the  people,  and  framed  in  accordance  with 
their  Avill. 

A  REVOLT  AGAINST  THE  REVOLUTION. 

'  Of  course  the  ncAv  government  met  with  se- 
rious opposition.  This  came  chiefly  from  two 
classes — the  republicans  and  the  reactionists. 
The  term  republican  secures  the  sympathy  of 
Americans.  But  words  do  not  always  accurate- 
ly represent  realities.  The  republicans  of  Eu- 
rope are  its  impracticables.  They  are  possess- 
ed of  sublime  ideas.  They  do  not  know  how 
to  realize  them  in  actual  institutions.  They 
agitate,  but  can  not  govern.  They  are  lead- 
ers of  public  sentiment.  They  are  not  com- 
petent to  frame  political  institutions.  The 
republicans  of  Spain,  indignant  at  the  mo- 
narchical purposes  of  the  new  government,  and 
dissatisfied  because  their  party  was  not  repre- 
sented in  the  councils  of  the  nation,  instigated 
the  first  popular  revolt  against  the  new  admin- 
istration. 

In  the  incipient  stages  of  the  revolution  the 
people  had  been  supplied  Avith  arms  by  the  mil- 
itary leaders.  They  had  been  organized  as  a 
volunteer  militia.  Though  they  had  done  little 
or  no  fighting,  they  had  materially  contributed 
to  the  success  of  the  revolt.  In  the  reorgan- 
ization of  the  army  the  new  government  order- 
ed the  disarmament  of  tliis  volunteer  force. 
This  order  may  have  been  necessary.  It  was 
certainly  very  unpopular.  It  was  said  that  this 
would  leave  the  people  again  at  the  mercy  of 
the  military  ;  that  the  cabinet  meditated  a  coup 
d'etat;  that  General  Prim  was  to  be  dictator; 
that  Spain  would  only  change  King  Log  for  King 
Stork.  The  discontent  of  the  republicans  was 
fomented  by  the  priesthood  and  the  absolutists. 
Liberals  and  Carlists  joined  hands ;  a  curious 
illustration  of  the  truth  that  extremes  meet. 

The  first  outbreak  occurred,  singularly  enough, 
in  the  city  where  the  flag  of  new  Spain  was  first 
unfurled — Cadiz.  The  port  of  the  finest  wine 
district  of  Spain,  its  commerce  is  considerable, 
though  its  commercial  facilities  are  insignificant. 
Its  beautiful  harbor,  its  vine-clad  hills,  its  weath- 


er-beaten fortifications,  its  Oriental  architecture, 
its  Moorish  domes,  and  its  grand  old  trees,  in 
the  midst  of  whose  luxuriant  foliage  the  latter 
are  half  hidden,  combine  to  make  it  the  most 
beautiful  city  in  the  kingdom.  But  its  streets 
are  narrow  and  crooked,  its  houses  high  and 
overhanging  ;  and  thus  its  antique  structure  af- 
fords every  facility  for  barricades.  The  com- 
mercial metropolis  of  the  Andalusian  provinces, 
it  is  the  heart  of  Spanish  republicanism.  On 
the  5th  of  December  the  intelligence  flashed 
across  the  wires  that  a  new  revolution  had  bro- 
ken out  in  Cadiz,  Barricades  were  thrown  up 
in  the  streets.  Between  five  and  six  hundred, 
built  of  earth  and  stone,  guarded  all  the  princi- 
pal avenues.  The  resolute  people,  maddened 
by  an  order  that  was  unfortunate  if  not  unnec- 
essary, misled  by  false  reports  that  were  plausi- 
ble though  untrue,  determined  to  surrender  their 
arms  only  Avith  their  lives. 

The  movement  took  not  only  the  government, 
but  the  city  itself  by  surprise.  It  was  unpre- 
meditated. It  had  no  leader — none  certainly 
competent  to  direct.  No  attempt  had  been 
made  to  prepare  for  it  by  correspondence  with 
other  cities.  The  insurgents  were  not  supplied 
with  any  store  of  provisions.  They  took  no 
measures  to  keep  open  their  communications. 
They  had  not  even  accumulated  ammunition. 
The  fleet  commanded  the  harbor ;  the  army  cut 
off  all  supplies  by  land.  The  emmte  must  have 
inevitably  died  of  mere  exhaustion.  But  the 
commanding  general  liad  not  the  wisdom  of  pa- 
tience. He  ordered  at  once  an  assault.  The 
forts  turned  their  fire  upon  the  city.  The  in- 
fantry attempted  to  carry  the  barricades.  They 
were  repulsed  with  heavy  loss.  The  fire  of  the 
artillery  battered  down  some  public  buildings, 
killed  some  women  and  children,  but  produced 
no  perceptible  effect  upon  the  insurgents.  From 
Saturday  till  Tuesday  night  the  city  was  a  bat- 
tle-field. The  air  was  thick  with  flying  shot 
and  shell.  The  insurgents  were  left  masters 
of  the  field. 

Meanwhile  General  Rodas  was  dispatched  by 
the  provisional  government  with  a  large  force 

j  to  the  scene.  He  did  not  arrive  till  Thursday. 
Hostilities  in  the  mean  time  ceased.  By  a  sort 
of  tacit  consent  a  truce  was  observed.  The 
gates  of  the  city  were  opened,  and  non-combat- 

:  ants  were  allowed  to  pass  out.  Over  thirty 
thousand  made  their  escape.  This  truce  saved 
further  bloodshed.  The  insurgents  had  time 
to  reflect.  Their  appeal  to  other  cities  had  not 
been  responded  to.  They  were  without  food, 
ammunition,  or  the  possibility  of  receiving  re- 
cruits. It  was  one  cit}'  against  all  Spain.  The 
oflfices  of  the  American  consul  were  called  for. 
The  American  flag  was  regarded  with  respect 
by  the  government,  with  enthusiasm  by  the 
people.  Our  consul.  Captain  Earrell,  proved 
himself  a  worthy  represejitative  of  his  govern- 
ment. He  appealed  to  the  citizens  to  cease  a 
struggle  that  was  hopeless.  He  carried  to  the 
army  proposals  for  a  surrender.  He  received 
the  arms  of  the  insurgents,  which,  with  Spanish 
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pride,  they  refused  to  deliver  to  General  Rodas. 
After  a  Aveek  of  siege  the  €ineute  was  ended.  A 
few  of  the  ringleaders  were  arrested.  Some  of 
them  were  at  last  advices  still  in  prison. 

A  less  serious  outbreak  in  Malaga,  more  easi- 
ly quelled,  ended  the  Andalusian  revolt.  In  it, 
however,  more  lives  were  lost  than  in  the  revo- 
lution itself.  It  is  estimated  that  between  five 
hundred  and  a  thousand  were  killed  or  serious- 
ly wounded. 

While  the  republicans  opposed  the  new  gov- 
ernment because  it  was  too  conservative,  the 
old  regime,  whose  adherents  were  not  only  nu- 
merous but  strong  in  wealth,  influence,  and  ec- 
clesiastical power,  opposed  it  because  it  was  too 
radical.  Mr.  Buckle  has  shown  that  all  the 
early  Avars  of  Spain  Avere  for  the  Church  or  for 
the  monarch.  The  revolutionists  struck  first  at 
the  queen,  next  at  the  priesthood.  The  loyal- 
ty and  the  conscience  of  ancient  Spain  armed 
itself  to  resist  the  assa.ult.  Fortunately  for  free- 
dom, that  resistance  outraged  even  the  con- 
science of  all  true  Roman  Catholics,  less  by  the 
murderous  violence  it  offered  to  a  public  official 
and  estimable  man,  than  by  its  desecration  of  a 
holy  place.  By  the  assassination  of  the  Goa'- 
crnor  of  Burgos  the  priesthood  did  more  to  dis- 
enthrall the  people  than  the  government  could 
have  done  by  any  decree. 

For  centuries  the  riches  of  the  richest  coun- 
try in  Europe  have  been  concentrated  in  the 
Church.  At  the  commencement  of  the  seven- 
teenth century  there  Avcre  upward  of  nine  thou- 
sand monasteries  in  Spain,  besides  nunneries. 
The  clergy  increased  in  proportion.  The  Cathe- 
dral of  Seville  had  one  hundred  ministers  ;  the 
diocese  fourteen  thousand.  The  uniA'ersities 
of  Spain  Avere  under  the  control  of  the  Church  ;  I 
their  libraries,  museums,  art  galleries,  Avere  all 
in  the  possession  of  the  clergy.  The  cathe- 
drals Avere  magnificent  repositories  of  buried 
and  useless  Avealth.  JcAveled  robes,  costly  al- 
tars, gold,  silver,  and  diamond  furniture,  Avere 
here  accumulated  to  grace  the  Church  ceremo- 
nies, and  redound  to  the  glory  of  the  Holy 
Mother,  Avho  induces  her  children  to  renounce 
the  pomp  and  vanities  of  this  Avicked  Avorld  by 
seizing  them  all  herself.  This  property — un- 
counted millions,  the  sum  total  of  which  it  is 
impossible  to  estimate — belonged  to  the  people 
of  Spain.  They  had  paid  for  it.  The  govern- 
ment proposed  to  take  possession  of  it  in  their 
name.  For  this  purpose  a  decree  Avas  issued. 
It  directed  the  civil  authorities  to  repair  to  the 
churches,  monasteries,  and  colleges  in  their  re- 
spective districts,  to  prepare  a  careful  inven- 
tory of  this  public  property  ;  to  take  possession 
of  it  in  the  name  of  the  people ;  and  to  recom- 
mend to  the  central  government  a  proper  place 
for  its  future  custody.  "  Objects  of  immediate 
application  or  frequent  use  in  the  worship" 
only  Avere  excepted.  This  order  Avas  to  be 
simultaneously  executed  througliout  the  king- 
dom, on  the  25th  of  January. 

On  that  day  Senor  De  Castro,  Governor  of 
Burgos,  appeared  before  the  cathedral  door  of 
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that  city  to  carry  into  execution  this  decree. 
Threatenings  of  assassination  had  been  pre- 
viously made.  He  never  passed  through  the 
streets  Avithout  a  guard,  never  slept  in  the  same 
house  tAvo  nights  in  succession.  But  on  this 
occasion  he  Avas  unattended,  save  by  his  pri- 
A-ate  secretary,  a  notary,  and  one  or  two  poHce- 
men.  Perhaps  he  thought  that  the  presence 
of  the  church  officials,  and  the  sacredness  of 
the  church  itself  Avas  a  sufficient  protection. 
The  church  door  AA'as  closed  and  locked.  He 
Avas  admitted,  however,  through  the  archbish- 
op's palace  Avhich  adjoins  the  Cathedral.  Ac- 
companied by  several  ecclesiastical  dignitaries, 
he  commenced  to  make  out  the  required  inven- 
tory. MeauAvhile  a  mob  AA'as  assembling  in  the 
cathedral  square.  It  rapidly  increased.  Knots 
of  men  discussed  Avith  angry  gesticulations  the 
order  of  the  government.  A  word  of  the  arch- 
bishop Avould  have  dispersed  them,  but  it  Avas 
not  spoken.  At  length  a  leader  furnished  a 
Avar-cry  :  "Viva  Carlos  VII.  !  Viva  la  relig- 
ion!" With  this  sacred  Avord  upon  their  lips 
the  mob,  Avith  a  fcAv  heavy  bloAvs,  forced  open 
the  doors  of  the  church.  The  infuriated  crowd 
rushed  in.  The  governor  Avas  seized,  stabbed, 
thrown  doAvn,  stamped  upon.  His  blood  flowed 
doAvn  upon  the  church  steps.  His  body  Avas 
dragged  out  into  the  open  square.  His  head 
Avas  crushed,  his  eyes  cut  from  their  sockets,  his 
heart  torn  out,  his  Avholc  body  fearfully  man- 
gled. Not  a  AA'ord  of  remonstrance  Avas  uttered 
by  the  priests.  Were  they  accomplices?  or 
Avere  they  only  cowards?  History,  perhaps, 
can  never  tell. 

Horrible  as  Avas  this  event,  it  AA'as  fortunate 
for  free  Spain.  By  its  very  A'iolence  it  pro- 
duced a  strong  reaction  in  favor  of  religious 
liberty.  The  mob  Avas  quelled  almost  as  soon 
as  it  had  arisen.  The  archbishop  himself  Avas 
put  under  surveillance.  The  ringleaders  were 
promptly  arrested,  tried,  and  sentenced  to  im- 
prisonment and  hard  labor  for  life.  Nothing 
but  the  resolution  of  the  Central  Junta  to  abol- 
ish capital  punishment  saA-ed  their  lives.  The 
reaction  against  the  clerical  party  Avas  intensi- 
fied. In  the  streets  of  Madrid  an  immense 
throng  Avaited  upon  the  government,  and  de- 
manded the  immediate  issue  of  a  decree  de- 
claring absolute  and  unconditional  freedom  of 
worship.  The  house  of  the  papal  nuncio  was 
visited,  the  coat  of  arms  Avas  torn  from  the  door, 
and  the  nuncio  himself  escaped  only  by  seeking 
refuge  Avith  one  of  the  foreign  embassadors. 

For  the  subsequent  passage  by  the  Cortes 
of  the  constitutional  provision  for  a  free  re- 
ligion, Spain  is  principally  indebted  to  the  as- 
sassination of  the  Governor  of  Burgos. 

THE  CORTES. 
Meanwhile  the  election  of  a  Cortes  had  tak- 
en place.  The  assembly— the  Constitutional 
Convention  of  Spain— met  for  organization  on 
the  11th  day  of  February,  18G9,  in  the  city  of  Mad- 
rid. It  was  elected  by  universal  suffrage.  For 
years  no  election  has  passed  oft'  so  quietly  in  the 
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United  States  as  did  this  one  -which  ratified  the 
revolution  in  Spain.  The  leaders  appealed  to 
the  people.  The  people  sustained  them.  In 
a  body  of  a  little  over  three  hundred  men,  two 
hundred  and  thirteen  were  supporters  of  the 
ministry.  They  constituted  a  conglomerate 
party.  They  embraced  men  of  all  shades  of 
opinion.  But  they  were  united  in  a  resolute 
purpose  to  emancipate  Spain,  and  they  were 
agreed  to  intrust  the  helm  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  had  thus  far  held  it.  There  were  about 
seventy-five  radical  republicans.  These  num- 
bers do  not,  however,  indicate  their  power. 
Among  them  were  some  of  the  ablest  men  of 
the  kingdom.  America  has  no  statesman  of 
more  advanced  and  liberal  views  than  Seuor 
Orense  ;  no  orator  more  gifted  than  Seiior  Cas- 
tellar.  The  repuldicans  have  won  few  party 
triumplis  in  the  Cortes.  But  they  have  intoned 
the  whole  assembly.  They  have  educated  the 
people.  Tiiey  have  really  won  lasting  tri- 
umphs, not  for  themselves,  but  for  their  prin- 
ciples. 

The  ecclesiastical  party  were  represented  by 
fifteen  delegates. 

The  Cortes  organized  by  the  election  of 
Senior  Rivero.  A  democrat  in  principle,  he 
possesses  that  characteristic  which  distinguishes 
a  statesman  from  a  reformer.  lie  is  willing  to 
take  what  he  can  get  when  he  can  not  get  what 
he  desires.  His  election  was  a  concession  to 
the  progressive  wing  of  the  dominant  party. 
SeiTor  Serrano  surrendered  the  government  to 
the  Cortes.  He  was  authorized  to  form  a  new 
ministry.  He  did  so  by  retaining  the  old  one. 
Standing  committees  on  various  subjects  were 
appointed.  "Within  a  month  after  the  organ- 
ization of  the  assembly  the  draft  of  a  new 
constitution  was  submitted  for  its  considera- 
tion. I?y  this  proposed  constitution  freedom 
of  speech,  of  person,  of  education,  and  of  wor- 
shij)  was  secured  ;  the  responsibility  of  all  pub- 
lic functionaries  was  declared ;  the  Catholic 
Church  was  continued  as  the  state  Church,  but 
the  exercise  of  all  other  forms  of  faith  was 
permitted  ;  sut?Vage  was  made  universal ;  the 
Cortes  was  to  be  composed  of  two  bodies,  the 
provisions  relating  to  its  election,  its  procedure, 
its  duties,  and  its  privileges  being  borrowed 
from  the  precedents  of  the  English  Parliament ; 
the  government  was  declared  to  be  a  limited 
monarchy,  based  upon  the  sovereignty  of  the 
people ;  tlie  crown  hereditary ;  and  the  army 
was  permitted  to  be  maintained  only  by  an  an- 
nual vote  of  the  Cortes. 

Eor  four  months  this  censtitution  was  under 
discussion.  The  fullest  liberty  of  debate  was 
maintained.  Every  important  provision  was 
fully  considered.  The  ablest  representatives 
of  all  parties  had  the  opportimity  to  argue,  to 
object,  to  offer  amendments.  In  these  discus- 
sions the  fundamental  principles  of  liberty  in 
Church  and  State  had  full  and  eloquent  expo- 
sition. Into  the  history  of  those  discussions  we 
do  not  propose  to  enter.  The  eloquence  which 
has  electrified  not  onlv  the  breathless  assemblv 


and  the  listening  nation,  but  other  peoples, 
looking  on  with  wonder  at  this  birth  of  a  new 
nation,  can  not  be  epitomized  in  a  single  para- 
graph. Suffice  it  to  say  that  this  constitution, 
substantially  as  first  proposed,  was  adopted. 
Its  adoption  was  ratified  by  public  rejoicings. 
Spain  Avas  declared  a  monarchy.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  a  monarch,  Marshal  Serrano  was  ap- 
pointed regent.  He  still  continues  to  be  the 
nominal  head  of  the  Spanish  government. 
General  Prim,  the  idol  of  the  people,  continues 
to  be  the  power  behind  the  throne.  Spain  is 
still  a  monarchy,  but  without  a  monarch. 

THE  PRESENT  SITUATION. 

The  situation  of  the  present  government  is 
one  of  the  utmost  difficulty.  Its  difficulties  are 
little  apprehended  by  those  who  witness  the 
commotions  of  the  kingdom  from  afar.  They 
are  little  api)reciated  even  by  the  Spanish  i)eo- 
})le  themselves.  The  administration  represents, 
as  wc  have  said,  no  l)arty,  but  a  conglomerate 
of  many  })arties.  Tiie  Si)anish  people,  agreed 
in  ejecting  Isabella  and  the  Jesuits  from  the 
kingdom,  were  agreed  in  nothing  else.  ]\Iar- 
shal  Serrano  and  General  Prim  hold  the  bal- 
ance of  power;  but  that  is  all.  Their  con- 
stituencies arc  a  jdurality,  not  a  majority,  of 
the  people.  On  the  one  hand,  the  absolut- 
ists, led  by  Don  Carlos,  and  encouraged  and 
supported  by  the  priesthood,  agitate  for  a  return 
to  the  ancient  order  of  things.  On  the  other, 
the  re])ublicans,  iin])aticnt  of  all  delay,  unable 
to  obey,  and  so  ])roving  themselves  incom))etent 
to  command,  demand  a  republic.  The  future 
is  theirs,  but  not  the  present.  It  is  not  the 
part  of  statesmanshij)  to  expect  to  gatlier  fall 
fruit  in  the  spring,  or  to  climb  the  tree  for  green 
apples  when  time  will  drop  them  gently  on  the 
sward.  Whatever  be  the  imperfections  of  the 
present  constitution,  doubtless  it  is  the  best 
Spain  has  ever  possessed.  Singularly  enough, 
it  has  encountered  its  most  violent  opposition 
from  the  earnest  but  too  impetuous  friends  of 
freedom.  The  opposition  of  the  Cariists  has 
produced  only  riots;  that  of  the  republicans 
has  resulted  in  an  unsuccessful  revolt. 

On  the  21st  of  September,  Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral  Bias  Pierrad,  a  republican  member  of  the 
Cortes,  addressed  a  vast  concourse  of  Spaniards 
in  the  city  of  Tarragona.  This  address  was 
part  of  a  political  campaign,  which  had  for  its 
object  tlie  stimulation  and  development  of  re- 
publican sympathies  throughout  the  nation. 
Similar  mass  meetings  were  being  held  at  about 
the  same  time  in  Saragossa,  Barcelona,  Seville, 
Malaga,  Cadiz,  and  Alicante.  The  Spanish 
people  are  fiery,  impetuous,  subject  to  heats  of 
passion,  not  easily  restrained  by  the  dictates  of 
reason.  Such  a  people  need  sedatives,  not 
stimulants.  The  impassioned  eloquence  of  the 
too  enthusiastic  orator  inflamed  the  passions  of 
the  populace.  From  thousands  of  throats  well- 
ed up  the  cry,  ^'■Viva  la  Repuhlica  To  the 
young  Senior  Kaimundo  Reyes,  the  Civil  Govern- 
or of  Tarragona,  these  cries  seemed  seditious. 
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It  is  certain  that  they  were  ominous.  It  is  by- 
no  means  certain  that  the  wisest  course  would 
not  have  been  to  pass  them  by  unnoticed.  There 
are  some  things  which  it  is  wise  for  a  governor 
not  to  know.  Senor  Reyes  had  not,  however, 
the  wisdom  of  patience.  He  liastcned  to  the 
spot,  interrupted  the  address,  commanded  the 
people  to  disperse,  threatened  them  with  the 
military.  It  was  an  act  of  audacity  rather 
than  of  courage.  The  infuriated  mob  fell  upon 
him  with  swords  and  daggers.  The  interven- 
tion of  a  few  reasonable  republicans  was  not 
sufficient  to  save  his  life.  The  mass-meeting 
broke  up  in  the  greatest  disorder. 

General  Tierrad  was  at  once  arrested.  At 
the  same  time  an  order  Avas  issued  for  the  dis- 
armament of  the  volunteers  in  Tarragona. 
The  republicans,  inflamed  and  in  no  condition 
to  listen  to  reason,  were  outraged  by  these 
measures.  In  the  Cortes,  a  resolution  was  in- 
troduced by  President  Rivero  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  to  in(iuire  whether  the 
privileges  of  General  Pierrad  as  a  deput}^  had 
not  been  violated.  This  was  not  satisfactory 
to  the  republicans.  They  demanded  that  he 
should  be  set  at  liberty  without  investigation. 
The  more  moderate  action  prevailed.  At  the 
same  time  a  bill  was  introduced  to  suspend 
certain  guarantees  of  the  constitution  and  to 
authorize  the  government  to  declare  any  ])art 
of  Spain  in  a  state  of  siege.  The  administra- 
tion was,  however,  to  give  an  account  to  the 
Cortes  of  the  use  tliey  made  of  their  autiiority 
when  the  occasion  for  its  exercise  passed. 
That  occasion  consisted  in  armed  resistance 
offered  to  the  order  for  the  disarmament  of  the 
volunteers.  It  was  not  confined  to  Tarragona. 
The  republicans  of  Saragossa,  of  Barcelona, 
of  Valencia,  united  in  a  protest  against  tliis 
action  of  the  government.  Their  protest,  it 
may  be  imagined,  Avas  not  altogether  respect- 
ful. It  was  presented  with  menacing  words. 
Armed  bands  marched  to  and  fro  through  the 
streets.  The  signs  of  an  approaching  revolt 
were  ominous  and  unmistakable.  The  govern- 
ment desired  to  be  prepared  for  any  contin- 
gency which  might  arise.  In  fact,  some  local 
revolts  had  already  taken  place.  Streets  had 
been  barricaded.  Don  Gonzalo  Serraciara,  a 
deputy,  had  been  arrested  upon  one  of  these 
barricades  in  Barcelona.  His  enemies  assert 
that  he  was  leading  the  mob ;  his  friends  that 
he  was  attempting  to  pacify  it. 

If  to  the  government  this  action  of  the  Cortes 
seemed  necessary,  to  the  republicans  it  seemed 
full  of  danger.  They  could  not  forget  how 
many  paper  constitutions  Spain  had  enjoyed, 
and  how  useless  they  had  proved.  The  pres- 
ent constitution  is  the  sixth  in  sixty-seven 
years.  They  declared  that  if  the  authority 
which  was  requested  were  given,  they  M^ould 
leave  the  Cortes  in  a  body.  They  would  have 
no  further  part  or  lot  with  a  government  which. 
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they  declared,  with  excited  language,  gave  it- 
self over  by  such  action  to  absolutism.  In 
vain  General  Prim  expostulated.  In  vain  he 
besought  them  to  reconsider  their  determina- 
tion. In  vain  he  reminded  them  that  such  a 
course  at  such  a  time  Avas  tantamount  to  an 
act  of  civil  war.  In  vain  he  pointed  to  them 
the  example  set  by  England  Avhen  threatened 
by  the  Fenian  movement,  and  by  the  United 
States  during  the  late  civil  Avar.  In  vain  he 
pledged  his  honor  to  use  this  authority  only  to 
protect  the  temple  of  liberty  from  its  most  dan- 
gerous foes,  and  to  return  intact  to  the  Cortes 
the  liberties  thus  intrusted  to  his  hands  for 
preservation.  The  measure  Avas  passed.  The 
rei)ublicans,  led  by  Senor  Castellar,  Avithdrew 
in  a  body.  Deputy  Salvochea  issued  an  ap- 
peal to  all  republicans  to  prepare  for  a  ncAv 
revolution.  "To  arms!"  he  cried;  "not  to 
conquer  or  die,  but  to  conquer  alone."  All 
Southern  Spain  responded  to  the  call.  The 
volunteers  every  Avhere  refused  to  submit  to 
the  disarmament.  The  streets  of  Barcelona, 
of  Saragossa,  of  Valencia,  were  barricaded. 
The  very  capital  itself  Avas  threatened.  For  a 
week  the  Avhole  of  the  Andalusian  provinces 
Avere  in  a  state  of  siege. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  recount  in  detail  the 
results  of  this  last  attempt  at  a  second  revolu- 
tion. It  Avas  as  futile  as  it  Avas  ill-timed.  The 
republicans  fought  Avith  desperation,  but  Avith- 
out  wise  leadership.  They  Avere  every  where 
defeated.  Their  leaders  are  in  prison,  in  ex- 
ile, or  in  their  graves.  The  regency  still  Avields 
the  sceptre  over  a  nation  Avhich  perpetually  os- 
cillates betAveen  absolutism,  despotism,  and  ab- 
solute anarchy,  Avhich  has  yet  to  learn  that  lib- 
erty involves  the  necessity  of  obedience. 

No  man  knoAVS  Avhat  a  day  Avill  bring  forth, 
is  a  very  trite  remark.  It  is  peculiarly  appli- 
cable to  Spain  in  the  present  condition  of  af- 
fairs. We  Avrite  as  historians,  not  as  prophets, 
to  tell  Avhat  has  been,  not  Avhat  is  to  be.  But, 
whatever  happens,  the  past  is  fixed.  Spain 
may  go  forAvard  to  republicanism.  It  may 
halt  half-Avay  at  a  constitutional  monarchy.  It 
is  hardly  conceiA-able  that  it  Avill  ever  return  to 
the  prison-house  from  Avhich  it  has  emerged ; 
that  the  extinguished  fires  of  the  Inquisition 
Avill  ever  be  relighted,  or  the  broken  sceptre  of 
the  Bourbons  mended.  Spain  may  indeed 
elect  a  king,  but  its  monarchical  days  are  end- 
ed. For  Avhatever  the  future  may  have  in  store 
for  her,  the  comment  of  the  Pall  Mall  Budget 
upon  the  past  is  indisputably  and  unalterably 
true:  "When  a  nation  deliberates  for  many 
months  upon  the  question  Avhether  it  prefers 
one  form  of  government  or  another — Avhen  at 
last  it  decides  to  have  a  king,  and  then  sets 
about  in  a  deliberate,  business-hke  Avay  to  con- 
sider Avhat  king  it  shall  have— it  is  obvious 
enough  that  the  age  of  royalty,  as  it  used  to 
be,  is  passed  forever." 
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CHAPTER  I. 

A GRAND  old  place!" 
Under  this  formula  all  Loamsliire  men 
bred  and  born  spoke  of  Templestowe ;  and  if  any 
stranger  sojourning  within  their  gates,  on  the 
occasion  of  his  first  visit,  expressed  dissent  or 
disappointment,  the  same  was  always  set  down 
to  the  natural  captiousness  or  envy  of  the  alien. 
And  yet — excepting  perhaps  the  ruined  tower 
of  a  dove-cot,  and  two  or  three  brasses  in  the 
church,  which  had  been  altered  and  restored 
till  above  the  foundation  scarcely  a  stone  re- 
mained as  the  builders  placed  it — the  place  can 
boast  nothing  so  old  as  the  elms  flanking  the 
main  avenue. 

The  ground  slopes  gently  upward  from  the 
park  gates  to  the  portico ;  and  seen  from  the 
furthermost  end  of  the  vista — the  avenue  is 
hard  on  a  mile  in  length — tlie  house  does  look 
rather  imposing ;  but  the  nearer  you  approach 
the  more  clearly  you  recognize  that  it  has  no 
real  claim  to  grandeur,  beyond  that  which  at- 
taches to  all  things  solid  and  vast.  It  is,  in- 
deed, one  of  the  ponderous  edifices  in  whose 
sadness  of  aspect  there  is  no  solemnity;  bear- 
ing the  stamp  of  the  early  Georgian  era,  when 
disciples  less  artistic  than  their  master  follow- 
ed in  the  track  of  the  respectable  architect,  to 
whom  even  his  coevals  allotted  no  kinder  epi- 
taph than — 

"Lie  heavy  on  him,  Earth;  for  he 
Laid  many  a  heavy  load  on  thee." 

Where  there  is  a  wealth  of  flowers  and  green- 
ery it  is  not  possible  beyond  a  certain  point  to 
trammel  nature ;  but  formalism  has  done  near- 
ly its  Avorst  in  the  planning  of  the  gardens  ;  and 
in  the  square  methodical  parterres  there  is  no 
more  rest  or  refreshment  for  the  eye  than  in 
any  other  piece  of  gorgeous  patchwork. 

Within  doors  things  are  not  much  better. 
There  are  some  fair  fomily  portraits,  marked 
for  the  most  part,  both  male  and  female,  by  a 
certain  hardness  of  feature  that  even  Lely  could 
only  partially  tone  down.  Among  the  other 
pictures  lining  the  state-rooms  and  galleries 
there  is  scarcely  one  that  would  tempt  an  ama- 
teur to  linger  before  it,  or  a  dealer  to  loosen  his 
purse  -  strings.  However  useful  otherwise  in 
their  several  generations,  it  is  abundantly  clear 
that  Art  has  never  been  largely  patronized  by 
the  Ashleighs  of  Templestowe.  Nevertheless, 
at  the  time  whereof  I  speak,  the  Loamshire 
people  stood  by  their  show-place  with  commend- 
able fidelity,  and  would  hear  naught  in  its  dis- 
paragement. This  was  somewhat  remarkable, 
considering  their  relations  with  its  tenant. 

Rnlj)h,  Baron  Atherstone,  had,  singularly,  lit- 


tle honor  in  his  own  county,  and  few  men  had 
better  earned  unpopularity.  In  early  youth  he 
had  sown  the  seeds  of  enmity  far  and  wide, 
among  high  and  low,  not  only  by  a  haughty, 
overbearing  demeanor,  but  also  by  frequent 
outbreaks  of  a  violent  temper,  in  which  he 
showed  scant  respect  to  the  age  or  station  of 
such  as  thwarted  him.  People  grew  shy  of  in- 
viting him  to  their  houses  when  they  found  by 
experience  that  it  was  always  an  even  chance 
that  before  the  night  was  out  Ralph  Ashleigh 
would  make  the  place  too  hot  to  hold  some  one 
or  more  of  their  guests ;  and  though  his  tall 
figure  and  clear-cut  face  and  gloomy  eyes 
were  picturesque  enough  when  seen  for  the  first 
time,  they  rather  marred  than  heightened  the 
conviviality  of  the  county  gatherings. 

Neither  was  he  one  of  those  who  contrive  to 
balance  by  favor  witli  the  other  sex  disfavor 
with  their  own.  For  a  while  the  Loamshire 
matrons  were  disposed  to  condone  the  eccen- 
tricities of  the  heir  of  Templestowe  ;  but  there 
are  limits  even  to  diplomatic  indulgence,  and 
ei-e  long  there  were  frowns  and  significant  wag- 
gings  of  the  head  at  the  mention  of  his  name, 
and  from  the  list  of  "  eligibles"  it  was  virtually 
erased. 

Surely  it  Avas  better  to  watch  humbler  fruit 
red-ripe  for  plucking  than  to  waste  time  in  try- 
ing to  find  a  passage  through  the  briers  and 
thorns  encompassing  the  rich  grape- cluster, 
which,  if  more  attainable,  would  still  have 
seemed  hard  and  sour.  As  for  the  maidens, 
after  a  few  ex]>eriments,  they,  so  to  speak,  shook 
off"  the  chalk-dust  from  their  sandals — such 
things  were  in  fashion  then  —  in  testimony 
against  Ralph  Ashleigh.  His  bearing  toward 
womankind  was  not  boorish  or  rude,  and  in 
their  presence  his  unruly  temper  was  invariably 
curbed  ;  but  shyness  or  positive  aversion  would 
have  been  far  easier  to  deal  with  than  that  hope- 
lessly unsympathetic  reserve.  The  most  Avily 
or  winning  coquette  could  not  boast  of  having 
drawn  from  him  any  greater  encouragement 
than  the  indulgent,  half- contemptuous  smile 
that  grown  men  bestow  on  the  gambols  of  trick- 
sy childhood. 

Lord  Atherstone  —  a  sober,  stolid  widower, 
entirely  wrapped  up  in  agricultural  pursuits 
when  he  was  not  embroiled  in  politics — looked 
upon  his  heir  with  mingled  fear  and  dislike, 
much  as  a  placid  old  spaniel  may  regard  a  wolf- 
cub  by  some  accident  or  freak  of  nature  mixed 
up  with  her  long-eared  litter.  He  was  shrewd 
enough  to  guess  that,  even  if  Ralph's  misde- 
meanors were  not  openly  cast  in  his  teeth  at  the 
next  contested  election,  the  weight  of  his  son's 
unpopularity  Avould,  in  more  than  one  case,  turn 
a  wavering  scale  for  the  Yellows.    And  this 
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when  for  generations  past  the  heir  of  Temple- 
stowe,  if  he  did  not  personally  seek  to  sit  for 
the  county,  had  always  headed  the  Blue  can- 
vassers. That  the  sins  of  the  children  should 
be  visited  on  the  fathers  was  a  conversion  of 
terms  by  no  means  squaring  with  his  simple 
creed.  Altogether  it  was  no  wonder  if  the 
baron  rose  freely  at  the  first  hint  of  his  son's 
predilection  for  soldiering,  and  forwarded  that 
purpose  with  all  alacrity.  Before  he  attained 
his  majority  Ralph  Ashleigh  was  gazetted  to  a 
cavalry  regiment  which  soon  after  was  very  sud- 
denly ordered  to  India. 

According  to  the  regular  roster,  their  turn 
-  ought  not  to  have  come  for  three  years  at  least, 
and  there  was  much  grumbling  at  the  caprice 
of  the  War  Office — unaccountable  to  such  as 
did  not  happen  to  know  that  the  great  house 
to  which  the  chief  of  that  famous  corps  belonged 
was  more  liberal  of  its  influence  than  of  its  purse 
toward  its  cadets ;  and  that  he  himself,  being 
proud  as  he  was  poor,  preferred  economizing 
on  double  hatta  to  exchange  or  retrenchment  at 
home.  But  the  news  excited  little  consterna- 
tion or  regret  in  Loamshire,  and  when  Ralph 
came  down  for  a  hurried  farewell  visit,  though 
many  were  charitable  to  wish  him  "  God- 
speed!" few  were  hypocrites  enough  to  wish 
him  "quick  return."  At  his  departure  no 
tears  were  shed,  ifnless  it  were  by  his  old  nurse 
— a  fat  and  foolish  person  much  given  to  strong 
waters — and  by  one  other — a  strange  flighty 
girl,  the  neighbors  called  her — daughter  to  the 
tenant  of  the  home-farm  at  Templestowe. 
Mary  Gilbert  never  held  up  her  head  thence- 
forth, but  pined  and  dwined  away  till  a  fever, 
somewhat  prevalent  in  those  parts,  took  her  olf 
within  the  year.  Whatsoever  her  secret  was, 
she  held  it  fast ;  fast  as  she  held  a  ring — not  a 
wedding-ring — round  which  her  fingers  were 
locked,  as  they  grew  stiff  and  chill. 

Time  passed  on,  and  only  by  hearsay  was  the 
link  maintained  between  Ralph  and  the  folks  at 
home ;  for  his  father  and  his  agent  were  the 
sole  recipients  of  his  rare,  formal  letters,  and 
they  contained  nothing  interesting  to  the  world 
at  large.  But  his  name  ere  long  became 
familiar  to  many  who  had  not  so  much  as  heard 
of  Templestowe.  Though  no  great  war  was 
just  then  a-waging,  there  were  troubles  and 
fierce  flashes  of  revolt  all  along  the  Beloochee 
and  Afghan  frontiers,  and  in  gazette  after 
gazette  he  was  mentioned  with  still  increasing 
honor.  Indeed,  Ashleigh  owed  his  rapid  pro- 
motion much  le^s  to  powerful  influence  than 
to  his  real  deserts.  He  had  thrown  himself 
from  the  first  heaft  and  soul  into  his  profession, 
and  if  Fortune  chose  to  befriend  him,  she  found 
him  neither  slothful  nor  self-indulgent.  The 
vulgar  vices  to  which  so  many  subalterns  on 
foreign  service,  endowed  with  few  counteract- 
ing resources  of  their  own,  have  succumbed, 
seemed  to  have  no  hold  upon  him,  and  the 
violence  of  temper,  which  was  still  his  beset- 
ting fault,  was  utterly  subjugated  to  a  sense  of 
duty.     He  could  show  his  teeth,  and  use  tliem 


too  savagely  enough  on  occasion;  but,  in  all 
matters  of  discipline,  he  was  as  thoroughly  and 
unconditionally  submissive  as  a  trained  blood- 
hound. In  the  exploits  by  which  his  renown 
was  won  and  sustained,  there  was  evidence  not 
only  of  valor  verging  on  recklessness,  but  of 
cool  foresight  and  a  certain  strategic  skill ;  and 
before  he  got  his  troop,  those  who  were  rarely 
wrong  in  such  predictions  averred  that  this 
man  would  assuredly  set  his  mark  upon  his 
time.  Considering  how  often  by  necessity, 
oftener  by  choice,  he  was  in  the  forefront  of 
danger,  Ralph  had  rather  exceptional  luck  in 
keeping  out  of  serious  harm's  way.  He  had  had 
plenty  of  flesh  wounds,  but  he  esteemed  these 
as  lightly  as  a  seamstress  does  a  needle-prick, 
even  if  not  as  actually  conducive  to  his  general 
health.  However,  in  a  certain  skirmish  he 
got  separated  from  his  men,  and  before  they 
dragged  him  out  of  the  mellay,  the  tulwars  had 
cut  deeper  than  usual — so  deep  that  they  al- 
most reached  the  life.  As  soon  as  he  could 
safely  be  removed.  Captain  Ashleigh  Avas  in- 
valided to  the  hills,  under  positive  orders  not 
to  attempt  to  return  to  his  duty  till  convales- 
cence was  complete.  He  had  the  option  of 
going  home  on  sick  leave,  but  would  not  hear 
of  it. 

Though  his  brother -officers  were  certain- 
ly proud  of  him,  and  though  he  had  never 
actually  quarreled  with  any  one  of  them,  he 
was  certainly  any  thing  but  a  favorite.  This, 
added  to  his  own  inveterate  dislike  to  putting 
pen  to  paper  even  when  in  rude  health,  made 
it  unlikely  that  he  would  keep  up  much  corre- 
spondence with  the  regiment.  Some  six  months 
later  an  eminent  civilian,  traveling  doAvn  coun- 
try, lodged  for  the  night  in  the  cantonment  of 
the  — th  Hussars,  and  was  naturally  questioned 
as  to  the  last  scandals  afloat  in  the  hills. 

"There's  nothing  worth  speaking  of,"  the 
collector  said.  "  There  has  been  rather  a 
stagnation  in  gambling  since  that  general  or- 
der came  out ;  and  all  the  immorality  goes  on 
in  a  humdrum,  domestic  way.  I  think  when 
I  came  away  people  were  talking  about  a  legiti- 
mate engagement  as  much  as  any  thing  else ; 
and  that  will  be  stale  news  here,  for  the  man 
is  Ashleigh  of  yours." 

The  colonel  of  the  — th  Hussars  was  a  thor- 
ough disciple  of  the  nil  admirari  school,  and 
had  many  imitators  in  the  corps,  especially,  it 
is  needless  to  say,  among  the  subalterns ;  but 
a  murmur  of  surprise  ran  round  the  mess-ta- 
ble at  this  intelligence,  and  the  chief  himself 
opened  his  sleepy  eyes  wide,  and  actually  sat 
upright  in  his  chair  as  he  said : 

' '  Ashleigh  engaged  ?  Impossible !  Unless 
some  Begum  has  drugged  him.  Surely  none 
of  those  sabre-cuts  could  have  touched  his 
brain." 

"There's  no  Begum  in  the  case,"  the  other 
replied  ;  "  and  no  foul  practice  either  that  I've 
heard  of,  unless  sick-nursing  comes  under  that 
head.  She's  the  daughter  of  Bertram  of  our 
service— the  Bu.'^y  Bee  they  call  him,  because 
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he's  always  at  every  thing  in  the  Ring.  But 
clever  as  he  is,  the  young  lady — they're  all 
young  ladies  till  they  are  married,  you  know — 
has  hung  rather  long  on  hand,  and  I  didn't 
think  he  Avould  have  placed  her  so  well.  She's 
safe  for  a  coronet,  I  believe  ?" 

"Yes,  and  a  well- gilt  one  too,"  the  chief 
said,  with  a  slight  sigh  of  envy — his  own  pos- 
sible peerage  was  a  very  empty  honor — "  it's  one 
of  the  best  estates  in  the  shire,  and  improving 
every  year.  The  girl's  a  beauty,  I  suppose,  or 
a  genius,  or  a  wonder  of  some  sort  ?" 

"Not  a  bit  of  it — a  pale  piece  of  affectation, 
with  no  voice,  even  if  she  knew  how  to  sing, 
and  has  a  temper,  unless  she  is  belied.  But 
some  of  these  affinities  would  beat  the  devil  to 
explain." 

Whether  these  last  words  were  literally  true 
does  not  much  signify  ;  but  assuredly  both  then 
and  thereafter  human  speculation  utterly  failed 
to  unravel  the  process  of  Ralph  Aslileigh's  en- 
tanglement. Probably  his  somewhat  fantastic 
nature  had  been  cleverly  worked  upon  ;  but  this 
is  the  merest  conjecture,  for  he  took  no  man  or 
woman  into  his  counsel ;  even  Lord  Atherstone 
did  not  hear  of  the  marriage  till  long  after  it 
was  an  accomplished  fact. 

It  was  not,  strictly  speaking,  a  happy  match, 
though  it  was  troubled  by  no  domestic  broils — 
indeed,  an  occasional  storm  or  tAvo  would  have 
been  rather  a  relief  to  the  dead  monotony  of 
that  couple's  existence ;  but  Mrs.  Ashleigh, 
like  many  spiteful  people,  was  exceeding  tim- 
orous, and  stood  in  too  great  awe  of  her  hus- 
band to  favor  him  with  any  displays  of  the 
temper  hinted  at  above.  She  vented  it  pretty 
freely  upon  her  native  household,  and  occasion- 
ally got  up  a  very  pretty  quarrel  on  a  small  scale 
with  some  one  or  other  of  her  military  or  civil 
compeers.  In  Ralph's  own  demeanor  there 
was  but  little  change,  except  that  he  had 
grown,  if  any  thing,  rather  more  brusque  and 
stern,  though  he  seemed  more  inclined  to  fre- 
quent the  company  of  his  comrades,  and  sat 
later  in  the  ante-room  than  had  been  his  wont 
in  his  bachelor  days  ;  certainly,  when  on  active 
service,  his  new  responsibilities  made  him  not  a 
whit  more  careful  of  life  or  limb. 

He  was  husband  and  father  within  the  same 
year.  No  living  child  was  born  to  him  besides 
this  one ;  and  the  boy,  weakly  from  his  birth, 
throve  so  ill  that,  before  he  was  five  years  old, 
it  was  deemed  expedient  to  try  what  an  En- 
glish climate  could  do  toward  rearing  the  heir- 
presumptive  of  Templestowe.  Colonel  Ash- 
leigh (he  had  got  a  second  brevet  step  by  this 
time)  supported  the  separation  from  his  family 
with  singular  equanimity ;  indeed,  it  was  no- 
ticed after  their  departure  he  brightened  up 
till  he  became  almost  companionable.  Would 
he  have  been  as  well  content  if  he  had  known 
that  he  would  never  look  on  that  pale  peaked 
face  of  his  wife  again  ?  Perhaps  he  never 
cared  to  ask  himself  that  question,  much  less 
to  answer  it. 

Mrs.  Ashleigh's  first  impressions  of  Temple- 


stowe were  not  rose-colored,  nor  did  her  after- 
experience  of  the  place  greatly  tend  to  alter 
them.  When  the  news  of  his  son's  marriage 
first  reached  him  Lord  Atherstone  fell  into  a 
fury  quite  foreign  to  his  stolid  nature.  The 
m.ere  fact  of  his  not  having  been  consulted  was 
in  itself  a  grave  offense ;  and  when  afterward 
he  was  certified  that  the  bride's  father  was  an 
impoverished  civilian  of  rather  shady  repute, 
and  obscure,  not  to  say  ignoble,  descent,  it  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at  if  many  suns  went  down 
on  the  old  baron's  wrath,  and  if  to  the  end  of 
his  days  he  never  doubted  whether  he  did  well 
to  be  angry.  Though  any  thing  but  a  polished 
person  at  the  best  of  times,  he  was  old-fash- 
ioned enough  to  be  incapable  of  actual  rude- 
ness toward  any  woman  who  had  not  willfully 
erred  either  against  him  or  against  society ; 
but  his  courtesy  toward  his  daughter-in-law 
was  of  the  cast-steel  order ;  and  upon  the  rare 
occasions  when  they  were  alone  together,  it 
was,  if  possible,  stiffer  than  when  the  world's 
eye  Avas  upon  them.  Lord  Atherstone  had 
two  daughters,  both  some  time  married ;  and 
these,  when  they  visited  Templestowe,  took 
little  pains  to  make  the  atmosphere  of  the 
place  more  genial  to  their  new  relative. 

Querulous  almost  from  her  birth,  that  poor 
woman  never  before  had  such  real  cause  for 
bemoaning  herself.  How  often,  and  with  what 
regretful  longing,  her  dull  weary  eyes  turned 
back  toward  that  far  East,  is  not  to  be  told. 
Life  in  the  dullest  cantonment,  the  most  deso- 
late station  to  which  either  as  maid  or  matron 
she  had  been  condemned,  seemed  enviable 
compared  to  vegetation  in  the  big  dreary  man- 
sion, wherein,  during  the  height  of  summer,  a 
chronic  chillness  seemed  to  prevail,  and  where, 
after  a  year's  sojourn,  she  felt  more  of  a  stran- 
ger than  on  the  first  day  when  she  set  foot  in 
its  great  echoing  hall.  The  Avives  and  daugh- 
ters of  the  neighboring  squirearchy,  when  they 
paid  their  rare  formal  visits,  seemed  to  take 
their  cue  from  Lord  Atherstone,  and  were  so 
inflexibly  civil  that  a  quarrel  with  any  one  of 
the  set,  had  she  been  that  way  inclined,  would 
have  been  as  impossible  as  intimacy  ;  even  the 
mild  excitement  of  bullying  her  dependents 
was  denied  her,  for  she  was  almost  as  much 
afraid  of  the  pampered  menials  of  Templestowe 
as  of  their  lord ;  and  even  her  own  ayah,  after 
a  brief  residence  on  free  soil,  acquired  unholy 
ideas  of  independence,  and  did  not  always  sub- 
mit so  passively  to  persecution  as  in  aforetime. 
She  was  fond  of  her  boy  in  her  Aveak  superficial 
AA^ay;  but  he  Avas  not  a  boy  that  even  a  doting 
mother  could  have  been  proiTd  of,  and  even  at 
that  early  age  showed  signs  of  having  inherited 
no  small  portion  of  her  OAA-n  fractious  temper 
and  incapacity  for  disinterested  attachment. 

All  things  considered,  during  her  residence 
at  Templestowe,  Louisa  Ashleigh  must  have 
laid  up  no  small  store  of  expiation  of  her  divers 
offenses — they  Avere  not  grave  ones,  be  sure — 
against  Avritten  and  unwritten  codes  ;  and  Avhen 
the  AA-an  Apparitor,  Avith  scant  notice  given, 
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knocked  at  her  cliaraber-door,  he  found  her,  if 
not  so  fit  as  could  be  wished,  not  very  loth  to 
follow  him. 

Independently  of  the  suddenness  of  the  ca- 
tastrophe, Lord  Atherstone  was  niuch  shocked 
and  disconcerted  by  his  daughter-in-law's  de- 
mise ;  but,  if  the  truth  must  be  spoken,  with 
the  regret  that  he  had  not  shown  her  more 
kindness  while  it  was  in  his  power,  there  min- 
gled a  vague  sense  of  injury.  He  considered 
there  was  a  want  of  savoi?-  vivre,  in  more  senses 
than  one,  in  her  having  thus  precipitately  shift- 
ed on  to  his  shoulders  all  the  responsibilities 
attaching  to  the  education  of  a  weakly,  willful 
child.  However,  his  letter  of  condolence  to 
his  son  was  couched  in  much  more  cordial  lan- 
guage than  he  was  wont  to  employ,  and  he  was 
a  good  deal  disappointed  at  the  formal  reply, 
wherein  he  was  entreated  to  manage  the  little 
Philip  in  all  ways  as  should  seem  to  him  good. 
Colonel  Ashleigh  offered  no  suggestion  on  the 
subject,  except  that  the  boy  should  be  sent  to 
school  whenever  he  became  troublesome  at 
Templestowe. 

Though  he  grumbled  not  a  little  at  first. 
Lord  Atherstone  never  found  the  charge  so 
troublesome  as  to  be  tempted  so  to  relieve  him- 
self thereof;  and,  after  a  while,  even  if  the 
boy's  health  had  not  given  fair  excuse  for  not 
exposing  him  to  the  small  hardships  of  public 
school  life,  the  grandsire  would  probably  have 
found  some  other  pretext  for  keeping  him 
under  his  own  roof  and  eye.  The  two  got  on 
well  enough  together,  in  a  queer  way.  No  one 
could  call  Philip  troublesome  ;  he  had  not 
spirit  enough  to  be  insubordinate — his  fits  of 
temper  were  the  veriest  crackle  of  fire  among 
thorns,  and  his  acts  of  disobedience  were  com- 
mitted in  such  a  cautious,  unobtrusive  fashion 
that  a  less  complaisant  tutor  might  have  afford- 
ed to  ignore  them.  It  was  not  in  Lord  Ather- 
stone's  nature  to  pet  or  spoil  any  living  creature ; 
but  he  certainly  Avas  more  indulgent  to  his 
grandson  than  he  had  been  to  any  one  of  his 
own  children,  and  the  boy  probably  felt  as 
much  grief  as  his  nature  was  capable  of  when 
the  old  man's  death  left  him,  for  the  nonce, 
entirely  destitute  of  natural  guardians. 

The  new  Lord  Atherstone  was  never  troubled 
with  home-sickness  since  the  day  when  he  sailed 
from  the  Downs ;  but,  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances, he  would  probably  have  considered 
that  the  urgency  of  private  affairs  demanded 
his  immediate  return.  However,  the  circum- 
stances in  India  were  any  thing  but  ordinary. 
The  embers  of  revolt  strewn  all  along  the  fron- 
tier of  the  Suliman  range  no  longer  smouldered  ; 
and  few  who  had  watched  the  progress  of  events 
there  doubted  that  ere  long  there  would  be  a 
blaze  not  to  be  quenched  without  much  blood- 
shedding. 

Lord  Atherstone  was  no  politician ;  but, 
from  long  frontier  experience,  he  was  less 
likely  to  err  than  many  endowed  with  more 
sagacious  foresight ;  and  besides  this,  natures 
like  his  are  not  often  misled  by  their  instinct, 


when  they  scent  battle  from  aflir.  He  had 
now  for  some  time  been  in  command  of  his 
regiment,  and  had  brought  it  to  a  state  of 
efficiency  remarkable  even  at  that  epoch,  when 
more  than  one  famous  cavalry  corps  chanced 
to  be  stationed  in  India.  He  assuredly  did  not 
rule  by  love,  and  though  his  sense  of  justice 
was  seldom  swayed  either  by  temper  or  preju- 
dice, it  was  utterly  merciless.  He  was  unspar- 
ing both  of  his  tongue  and  of  the  lash— the 
triangles  were  an  honored  institution  in  those 
days,  you  Avill  remember — and  yet  officers  and 
troopers,  though  they  grumbled  without  ceas- 
ing, were  wonderfully  proud  of  their  chief,  and 
would  scarcely,  had  the  choice  been  given  them, 
have  wished  him  exchanged. 

Now — when  the  results  of  his  labor  were  to 
be  put  to  sharp  practical  proof— was  it  likely 
that  Ralph  Atherstone  would  let  another  reap, 
and  mayhap  spoil  in  the  reaping,  all  that  he 
had  sown,  only  that  he  might  go  and  tend  at 
home  a  puling  child  and  a  fair  inheritance — ay  ! 
though  the  child  was  his  only  heir,  and  the  in- 
heritance was  his  family's  long  before  the  Great 
Charter  was  signed  ?  Was  it  likely  that  he 
would  sit  still  in  his  place  and  listen  to  sedate 
deliberations  —  interested  in  diatribes  against 
rampant  radicalism,  and  exhortations  to  rally 
round  the  constitutional  standard,  were  these 
couched  in  eloquence  more  sonorous  than  often 
echoes  through  the  Upper  House  of  St.  Ste- 
phen's— knowing  all  the  while  that  at  that  very 
moment,  through  the  cold  clear  air  of  Eastern 
dawn,  his  own  trumpets  might  be  ringing,  and 
that  before  the  hour  was  out  his  own  guidon 
might  be  rocking  to  and  fro  in  the  centre  of  the 
fray,  while  the  troopers  whom  he  loved,  per- 
haps better  than  they  wist  of,  were  approving 
whether  their  right  hands  had  lost  the  strength 
and  skill  taught  on  so  many  field-days  and  pa- 
tient parades  ? 

Of  the  many  passions  that  possess  a  man 
there  is  probably  not  one  so  engrossing,  when 
it  has  thoroughly  gained  the  mastery,  as  the 
lust  of  war.  During  all  the  fifteen  years  of  the 
Italian  campaigning,  I  doubt  if  Hannibal,  when 
he  was  at  his  weariest,  ever  looked  longingly 
back  on  the  palace  towering  above  the  gardens 
of  Megara,  or  on  the  vast  stretch  of  fertile  do- 
mains that  called  him  master,  beyond  the  Pu- 
nic Sea.  More  grateful  to  his  eyes  was  the 
ghastly  marsh  by  Trasimene,  or  that  dreary 
plain  watered  by  Aufidus — the  burying-ground 
of  JEmilius  the  consul  and  forty  thousand 
more. 

Lord  Atherstone  never  hesitated  as  to  the 
course  he  should  pursue.  He  sent  a  packet 
home  by  the  next  mail,  containing  his  will  duly 
attested,  and  certain  necessary  instructions  and 
powers  expressed  at  greater  length  and  in  more 
business-like  form  than  might  have  been  ex- 
pected from  one  of  his  habits.  In  the  event 
of  his  own  death  there  were  named  as  his  son's 
guardians  his  eldest  sister  and  a  cousin— Ar- 
thur Ashleigh  by  name— who  held  a  family 
living  not  far  from  Templestowe.    He  wished 


278 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


the  sole  charge  of  the  boy,  for  the  present,  to  I 
be  offered  to  the  said  cousin,  annexing  to  the 
offer  such  a  liberal  maintenance  as  a  compara- 
tively poor  parson  would  be  very  unlikely  to 
refuse.  There  were  probably  many  other  doc- 
uments of  like  nature,  though  scarcely  of  like 
importance,  penned  that  night,  for  on  the  mor- 
row the  march  to  the  front  was  to  begin,  that 
ended  on  the  banks  of  the  Sutlej.  Some,  had 
they  been  so  minded,  or  had  they  had  heart  for 
the  jest,  might  have  imitated  the  quaint  testa- 
ment ascribed  to  Rabelais — "I  owe  much;  I 
possess  nothing;  the  rest  I  leave  to  the  poor." 
Yet  none  of  these  lay  down  on  his  camp-bed 
with  a  lighter  sense  of  responsibility  than  did  the 
twelfth  Baron  Atherstone  when  all  was  signed 
and  sealed. 

Throughout  the  stirring  times  that  ensued 
Ralph  did  his  duty — it  may  be  not  a  whit  more 
thoroughly  than  many  who  did  not  achieve  one 
tithe  of  his  renown.  He  had  always  had  ex- 
ceptional luck  in  his  way,  and  it  clave  to  him 
still.  His  daring  Avas  proverbial,  in  an  army 
whose  besetting  fault  of  rashness  was  encour- 
aged by  its  chiefs  example ;  and  he  seemed  to 
have  a  knack  of  always  being  in  tlie  right  place 
at  the  right  time  ;  but  this  Avould  not  altogether 
account  for  it.  Certain  figures  in  some  ta- 
bleaux always  stand  out  prominently,  however 
the  grouping  may  be  changed.  In  the  lull  that, 
as  all  men  know,  happened  after  Sobraon,  while 
the  Sikh  leopard  lay  a-licking  his  wounds  and 
preparing  for  a  last  struggle  that  was  to  end  in 
his  taming,  Lord  Ashleigh's  regiment  was  or- 
dered home.  He  himself,  traveling  overland, 
reached  England  some  weeks  before  his  men, 
and  spent  the  interval,  as  might  have  been  ex- 
pected, almost  entirely  in  setting  his  house  in 
order  at  Templestowe. 

There  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that,  had  he 
so  willed  it,  he  might  at  this  time  have  be- 
come exceedingly  popular  in  the  neighborhood. 
Graver  offenses  than  the  rudeness  or  violence 
of  youth  are  forgotten  or  annulled  in  sixteen 
years ;  and  it  was  some  time  since  Loamshire 
had  been  able  to  boast  of  a  real  native  hero. 
So  olive  branches  from  all  parts  of  the  county 
were  strewn  before  the  gates  of  Templestowe, 
and  its  master  only  needed  to  stoop  and  gather 
them.  Active  conciliation  was  needless.  If  | 
he  liad  met  congratulations  with  the  merest 
form  of  acknowledgment,  or  even  submitted  to 
them  passively,  the  result  might  have  been  dif- 
ferent ;  but  this  was  precisely  what  Lord  Ather- 
stone would  not  or  could  not  do.  He  declined 
to  receive  all  addresses,  except  one  from  his 
own  immediate  tenantry ;  and  when,  upon  the 
first  occasion  of  their  meeting  at  quarter-ses- 
sions, the  Duke  of  Devergoil,  as  the  mouth- 
piece of  his  brother-magistrates,  began  a  set 
complimentary  speech,  Ralph  cut  him  short  at 
the  third  sentence  with  the  remark  "  that  he 
was  infinitely  obliged,  but  that  he  could  not  ad- 
mit that  a  soldier  deserved  any  thanks  for  car- 
rying out  the  orders  of  his  superiors. " 

The  shock  of  an  irreverence  to  which  he  had 


not  been  accustomed  since  he  left  Eton,  inter- 
fered for  a  week  at  least  with  the  great  mag- 
nate's digestion ;  and  though  he  did  not  deem 
it  advisable  absolutely  to  put  Ralph  under  a  so- 
cial ban,  he  always  considered  him  as  a  most 
pernicious  person,  much  more  likely  to  lower 
than  to  elevate  the  credit  of  his  order.  It  is 
hardly  to  be  supposed  that  any  sane  man  would 
deliberately  set  himself  to  alienate  the  good- 
will of  his  fellows ;  and  it  may  be  that  Lord 
Atherstone  himself  saw,  and  even  regretted,  his 
mistake  when  it  was  too  late.  Nevertheless, 
up  to  the  time  of  which  we  are  speaking,  he 
had  not  exerted  himself  to  amend  it. 

Eor  some  three  years  after  his  return  from 
India  they  saw  little  of  him^  in  Loamshire,  for 
he  was  always  with  his  regiment.  But  a  diffi- 
culty with  one  of  his  officers  brought  Lord 
Atherstone  into  collision  Avith  the  War  Office ; 
and  the  authorities,  for  once  espousing  the 
weaker  side,  appended  to  their  decision  some- 
thing very  like  a  reprimand.  Ralph  made  no 
remonstrance  at  the  time,  and  never  was  heard 
to  allude  to  the  subject  again  ;  but  Avithin  that 
same  week  his  papers  went  in  for  exchange  to 
half-pay.  Thenceforth  he  resided  almost  con- 
stantly at  home. 


CHAPTER  II. 

Templestoave  Avas  not  much  cheerier  than 
it  liad  been  in  the  old  hand's  time.  Philip 
Ashleigh,  of  course,  had  been  brought  back  so 
soon  as  a  permanent  establishment  Avas  again 
organized  there ;  but  he  did  not  get  on  nearly 
so  Avcll  AA'ith  his  father  as  he  had  done  Avith  his 
grandsire.  The  two  differed,  physically  and 
morally,  as  Avidely  as  any  tAvo  created  beings 
can  differ,  having  nation,  language,  and  station 
in  common.  Setting  other  dissimilarities  aside, 
Philip  Ashleigh  Avas  endoAved  Avith  a  constitu- 
tional caution  verging  on  timidity  ;  and  this  un- 
lucky failing  Avas  a  perpetual  exasperation  to 
his  fatlier.  You  may  fancy  whether  it  Avas 
pleasant  to  a  man  w^ho  had  spent  his  life  in  the 
saddle,  and  Avhose  cross-country  riding,  up  to 
very  late  in  his  life,  AA-as  a  sort  of  standard  of 
"hardness"  in  more  counties  than  one,  to  see 
I  his  heir  clutching  nervously  at  the  pommel 
whenever  the  quiet  beast  that  bore  him  in- 
creased its  pace  beyond  the  steadiest  trot  or  the 
smoothest  canter.  Patience  and  judicious  en- 
couragement might  have  done  somcAvhat — not 
much  perhaps — to  amend  all  this ;  but  Lord 
Atherstone  Avas  by  no  means  equal  to  the  occa- 
sion ;  he  chose  rather  to  alloAv  his  son  to  groAv 
up  in  his  own  A\'ay,  and  follow  his  OAvn  caprices, 
furnishing  him  Avith  ample  means  to  gratify 
them  had  they  been  much  more  extravagant. 

Philip  Ashleigh  Avas  neither  dull  nor  especial- 
ly Aveak-minded.  Though  his  intellect  Avas  not 
large  or  elastic  enough  to  any  Avide  range,  he 
was  possessed  of  a  certain  astuteness  of  observa- 
tion and  correctness  of  insight  into  matters 
passing  immediately  around  him.    He  very 
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soon  recognized  that  he  was  no  favorite  with 
his  father,  and  was  never  likely  to  be.  The 
discovery  did  not  much  afiiict  him ;  but  it  pro- 
duced a  certain  sense  of  injury  not  altogether 
unpleasant.  He  was  very  like  his  mother  in 
some  things,  and  even  at  that  early  age  never 
felt  really  comfortable  without  a  grievance. 
Considering  that  he  might  have  been  idle  from 
year's  end  to  year's  end  had  he  been  so  dis- 
posed, it  was  rather  creditable  to  him  that  he 
should  have  made  such  good  use  of  his  time 
with  his  tutor.  He  was  a  great  reader,  be- 
sides, on  his  own  account ;  and  by  the  time  he 
went  up  to  Oxford,  had  amassed  a  larger  store 
of  general  information  than  nine  out  of  ten  can 
boast  of  who  have  not  to  work  for  their  living. 
At  college  he  made  few  friends,  and  not  very 
many  acquaintances.  Though  his  conduct  was 
perfectly  blameless,  even  liis  tutors  were  fain  to 
allow  that  they  liked  men  better  who  gave  them 
more  trouble.  Somehow  you  could  not  look  at 
his  cold,  cunning,  supercilious  face  without 
feeling  sure  that  if  he  walked  uprightly  it  was 
because  it  suited  his  convenience  and  inclina- 
tion for  the  nonce ;  and  if  by  any  chance  he 
did  stumble,  it  was  not  likely  that  any  kind  or 
brave  or  genial  impulse  would  set  him  straight 
again.  He  took  a  fair  though  not  a  brilliant 
degree,  and  within  a  year  was  returned  for  a 
borougli,  just  without  the  borders  of  Loamshire, 
that  happened  opportunely  to  come  into  the 
market.  Lord  Atherstone  was  not  a  little  as- 
tonished when  he  was  made  aware  of  his  son's 
political  aspirations ;  but  he  was  pleased  to 
boot.  Ambition,  ever  so  mildly  developed,  was 
a  sign  of  manhood,  at  all  events  ;  and  ever  aft- 
er that  he  treated  Philip  with  more  outward 
consideration  than  he  had  yet  displayed  upon 
him.  Ere  long  a  much  greater  surprise  await- 
ed him.  In  the  autumn  next  but  one  ensuing 
lie  was  informed  that,  subject  to  his  consent, 
his  son  proposed  to  contract  an  alliance  with 
Lady  Marian  Kerneguy,  sole  unmarried  daugh- 
ter of  the  Earl  of  Dalwhinnie. 

The  process  of  Philip's  wooing  must  have 
been  rather  curious  to  witness.  Probably  some 
such  thought  crossed  his  father's  mind  as  he 
pondered  over  the  announcement,  bending  his 
thick  grizzled  brows  the  Avliile ;  but  he  asked 
no  questions  on  this  point,  nor  indeed  on  any 
other,  beyond  what  were  absolutely  necessary. 
There  were  no  valid  objections  to  the  match  : 
the  fact  of  the  bride's  being  portionless  could 
not  be  considered  as  such  when  the  bridegroom 
was  sole  heir  to  Templestowe  ;  and  in  point  of 
descent  the  Ashleighs  could  claim  no  advant- 
age. Two  of  the  other  sisters  had  married 
honorably — one  magnificently  ;  and  if,  judging 
from  the  photograph  produced  then  and  there, 
the  Lady  Marian's  outward  charms  were  not 
equal  to  her  reputed  mental  advantages,  that 
was  a  matter  emphatically  for  Philip's  consid- 
eration. 

So  Lord  Atherstone's  consent  was  not  hard 
to  gain.  In  the  matter  of  settlements  and  al- 
lowances, he  behaved  with  a  liberality  that  al- 


most staggered  the  canny  but  conscientious 
Scotch  lawyer  acting  for  the  other  side ;  and 
before  the  marriage  took  place  a  wing  of  Tem- 
plestowe was  newly  furnished  and  arranged  for 
the  residence  of  the  young  couple  whenever 
they  should  choose  to  inhabit  it.  They  did 
choose  to  do  so  pretty  often — always,  indeed, 
out  of  the  Parliamentary  season  when  they  were 
not  visiting  in  Scotland  or  elsewhere  ;  for  Phil- 
ip Ashleigh  was  far  too  prudent  to  keep  up  an 
establishment  of  his  own  when  he  could  live  at 
free  quarters,  and  his  wife  was  not  likely  to 
put  extravagailt  ideas  into  his  head,  or  to  grum- 
ble at  any  reasonable  economy. 

On  the  whole,  things  went  on  much  more 
smoothly  under  the  new  arrangement.  The 
household,  of  course,  was  entirely  maintained 
by  Lord  Atherstone ;  but  the  Lady  Marian 
managed  it  precisely  as  she  pleased,  and,  to  do 
her  justice,  she  did  not  abuse  her  authority. 

She  was  not  prepossessing  certainly ;  at  first 
sight  her  sharp  eager  face  produced  rather  a 
disagreeable  impression  ;  but  she  improved  on 
acquaintance  ;  her  keen  eyes,  if  sometimes  sa- 
tirical, were  rarely — very  rarely — spiteful ;  and 
her  off-hand  manner,  when  you  got  used  to  it, 
had  a  certain  piquancy.  Not  that  she  did 
often  speak  or  act  ofl-hand  :  she  had  much 
more  cleverness  than  she  had  the  credit  for, 
even  with  those  who  were  supposed  to  know 
her  best;  and  had  thus  far  rarely  failed  in 
carrying  out  any  one  of  her  fixed  purposes. 
For  instance,  she  had  set  her  mind  while  al- 
most a  girl  on  being  mistress  in  her  father's 
household  so  long  as  she  should  remain  un- 
married, and  in  this,  without  the  advantage  of 
being  either  the  eldest  or  the  youngest  child, 
she  had  succeeded.  She  had  also  determined 
to  marry  in  due  course  of  things  ;  and  not 
only  this,  but,  if  possible,  to  marry  a  particular 
class  of  husband.  In  the  furtherance  of  this 
purpose  she  displayed  an  infinite  tact  and 
patience.  She  was  perfectly  aware  of  her  per- 
sonal disadvantages  when  placed  in  daily  com- 
parison with  her  sisters — two  of  whom  were 
strikingly  handsome,  while  the  third  was  al- 
most faultlessly  beautiful — and  was  won't  to 
avow  this  in  their  family  circle.  The  most  sus- 
picious of  the  other  three  never  thought  of  im- 
puting to  Marian  any  thing  so  absurd  as  rival- 
ry :  she  strove  too  earnestly  and  unaffectedly 
to  help  the  course  of  their  several  wooings  to 
run  smooth  to  be  accused  even  of  envy.  But 
truly  none  of  those  who  carried  away  brides 
from  Dalwhinnie  quite  squared  with  Marian 
Kerneguy's  ideal  of  a  consort.  She  had  no 
fancy  for  being  a  cipher,  or  even  a  subordinate 
power  in  any  household  howsoever  magnificent  ,• 
and  yet  nothing  was  further  from  her  intentions 
than  to  stoop  to  a  needy  or  plebeian  alliance, 
where  by  mere  virtue  of  her  maiden  rank  she 
might  expect  to  rule. 

Altogether  the  odds  were  tolerably  heavy 
against  the  Lady  Marian's  being  soon  suited. 
Nevertheless,  these  long  shots  do  occasionally 
come  off.    In  her  twenty-second  summer  the 
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shadow  took  form  and  substance  in  the  shape 
of  Mr.  Ashleigh.  She  never,  from  the  first, 
deluded  herself  as  to  his  character,  or  set  him 
up  on  a  pedestal  whence  sooner  or  later  he 
must  have  tumbled.  She  guessed  him  to  be 
selfish,  and  cold-hearted,  and  fretful ;  of  nar- 
row, though  fairly  cultivated  intellect  —  any 
thing  but  the  stuflP,  in  fine,  out  of  which  a  wo- 
man's or  a  people's  hero  is  moulded.  But, 
with  judicious  management,  she  felt  sure  some- 
thing—  enough,  at  least,  for  her  purpose  — 
might  be  made  of  him  ;  and  feeling  confident 
in  her  own  nerve  and  address,  no  more  thought 
of  rejecting  him  as  a  suitor  than  a  trainer 
would  of  casting  a  promising  though  plain  colt 
for  showing  temper  in  his  first  rough  trial. 

The  thread  running  through  Philip  Ash- 
leigh's  matrimonial  intentions  would  be  much 
harder  to  follow.  There  was  not  a  grain  of 
passion  or  romance  in  his  nature  :  even  when 
moved  to  anger,  he  always  delivered  himself 
with  a  certain  reticence  and  reserve  ;  and  it 
Avas  scarcely  to  be  presumed  that  any  softer 
emotion  would  tempt  him  to  speak  unadvisedly. ' 
He  had  liked  Marian  Kerneguy  from  the  ear- 
liest days  of  their  acquaintance.  There  was 
similarity  in  their  literary  tastes,  and  she  could 
talk  well  on  many  or  most  of  the  subjects  in 
which  Philip  was  interested  ;  but  he  was  never 
absolutely  fascinated,  and  it  is  not  probable  he 
would  ever  have  offered  her  his  hand,  if  he  had 
not,  after  mature  consideration,  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  he  might  look  long  and  far  be- 
fore he  found  any  helpmeet  so  likely  to  be  use- 
ful to  him  in  his  future  career.  Being  exceed- 
ingly opinionated,  and  not  specially  sagacious, 
Philip  made  many  mistakes  in  life ;  but  in  this 
instance  he  assuredly  made  none. 

The  world  only  saw  in  Marian  a  cleverish,  man- 
aging sort  of  a  woman,  with  a  ready  tongue  and 
a  certain  knack  for  making  rough  places  in  con- 
versation smooth  ;  and  her  husband  himself  nev- 
er acknowledged  her  aid  except  by  a  few  words 
of  careless  thanks  ;  but  this  did  not  make  it  the 
less  valuable.  The  member  for  Heslingford's 
oratorical  displays  were  still  hampered  by  the 
pragmatic  formahsm  which  had  marked  his 
maiden  efforts ;  but  the  accuracy  of  his  statis- 
tics was  always  unimpeachable  :  if  he  seldom 
threw  any  new  light  on  a  subject,  he  not  seldom 
brought  to  bear  upon  it  one  or  two  facts  which 
had  escaped  the  notice  of  abler  debaters ;  and  his 
points,  such  as  they  were,  were  put  with  a  certain 
neatness.  Thus  much  even  his  depredators 
were  fain  to  allow — confessing,  moreover,  that 
they  "didn't  think  he  had  it  in  him."  How 
some  of  these  would  have  triumphed  if  they 
could  have  guessed  what  infinite  pains  it  had 
cost  Marian  Ashleigh  overnight  to  instill  into  her 
statesman  the  result  of  her  own  patient  toil  and 
research  !  But  none  ever  did  guess  it.  Philip 
himself,  as  was  aforesaid,  accepted  his  wife's 
assistance  as  a  matter  of  course,  scarcely  worth 
acknowledgment ;  and  the  wife  was  more  than 
content  it  should  be  so.  She  had  abundance 
of  ambition,  but  it  was  vicarious,  like  that  of 


myriads  of  women  who  have  lited  before  as 
well  as  after  sic  vos  non  vob'is  was  penned. 

"When  Lady  Marian  came  to  reside  at  Tem- 
plestowe,  she  determined,  if  it  were  possible,  to 
establish  the  same  supremacy  there,  so  far  as 
household  matters  were  concerned,  that  she  had 
maintained  at  Dahvhinnie;  and  this  her  inten- 
tion was  carried  without  the  semblance  of  a 
struggle.  Furthermore,  she  earnestly  desired 
to  bring  her  father-in-law  under  her  domin- 
ion ;  and  it  is  very  probable  that  here,  too,  she 
would  have  succeeded,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
peculiarity  of  Lord  Atherstone's  habits,  which, 
to  a  great  extent,  rendered  him  inaccessible  to 
domestic  affinities.  "  The  fierce  physical  energy 
had  not  abated  within  him  when  no  more  real 
work  was  left  to  do  :  it  was  bound  to  find  vent 
somehow,  and  it  did  so  in  the  commonest  of  all 
ways— indulgence  in  the  rough  outdoor  sports 
that  send  a  man  home  weary,  if  not  satisfied. 
Among  these,  hunting  stood  first  and  foremost 
with  Lord  Atherstone.  He  was  a  six-days-a- 
week  man  in  the  most  literal  sense  of  the  word. 
Very  often,  hours  before  Philip  Ashleigh  had 
summoned  up  courage  to  face  a  raw  gusty 
morning,  his  father  would  be  sending  his  cover- 
hack  along,  right  in  the  teeth  of  the  squall, 
toward  some  distant  meet  in  the  heart  of  the 
great  grazing  grounds  that  lie  beyond  the 
Loamshire  border.  Frequently,  if  he  returned 
late  after  a  hard  day.  Lord  Atherstone  would 
dine  in  his  own  rooms ;  so  that  sometimes  a 
week  would  pass  without  the  other  inmates  of 
Templestowe  once  seeing  his  face.  This  was 
the  manner  of  his  life  throughout  the  winter 
and  the  early  spring.  As  soon  as  the  Aveather 
was  open  enough  to  give  an  outside  chance  of 
sport,  he  was  off  to  a  salmon  river  in  Norway, 
whence  he  came  back  straight  to  his  grouse 
moor.  The  autumn  was  the  Ashleighs'  visit- 
ing season,  so  that  they  were  not  likely  to  be 
at  Templestowe  when  Lord  Atherstone  returned 
thither. 

So  perhaps  it  was  more  from  lack  of  oppor- 
tvinity  than  from  any  other  cause  that  Lady 
Marian  had  thus  far  fiiiled  in  attaining  any  sub- 
stantial influence  over  her  father-in-law.  That 
Lord  Atherstone  could  treat  any  woman  resid- 
ing under  his  own  roof  otherwise  than  court- 
eously was  impossible ;  but  his  manner  toward 
Marian,  from  the  first,  was  marked  by  a  cer- 
tain deference,  and  it  was  evident  that  he  en- 
tertained no  small  respect  for  her  opinion  in 
matters  both  great  and  small.  On  one  point 
only  was  Lord  Atherstone  utterly  inaccessible. 
He  never  could  be  induced  to  accompany  Ma- 
rian to  any  one  of  the  ceremonious  festivities 
given  in  her  honor,  when  she  came  into  Loam- 
shire after  her  marriage  ;  and  when  she  hinted 
that  Templestowe  ought  to  make  some  hospita- 
ble return,  she  was  met  by  such  a  hopeless  neg- 
ative that  she  never  ventured  to  repeat  the 
suggestion.  Lord  Atherstone  was  not  at  all 
incensed — he  was  simply  impracticable. 

"You  may  fill  the  house  to  the  roof-tree 
with  county  people,  if  it  pleases  you,"  he  said; 


ANTEROS. 


281 


"only  wait  till  I'm  out  of  it.  I  shall  go  to 
Norway  early  tliis  year,  and  you  may  have  a 
dinner  here  every  day  through  the  Whitsuntide 
recess,  you  know.  The  Loamshire  folks  and 
I  understand  one  another  pretty  well  by  this 
time.  I  can't  alter  my  ways  to  suit  such  an 
occasion  as  this." 

Lady  Marian  was  far  too  wise  to  argue  the 
question ;  neither  did  she  avail  herself  of  the 
permission  to  throw  open  Templestowe  in  the 
absence  of  its  master.  Somehow  it  was  per- 
fectly understood  throughout  the  county  that 
the  seeming  discourtesy  was  in  nowise  to  be 
imputed  to  the  Ashleighs,  but  people  shook 
their  heads  more  disparagingly  than  ever  when 
they  spoke  of  Lord  Atherstone.  The  interdict 
extended  only  to  Loamshire  people ;  and  both 
Philip  and  Marian  knew  that  they  were  at  per- 
fect liberty  to  invite  to  Templestowe  any  one  of 
their  kinsfolk  or  acquaintance ;  but  they  used 
the  privilege  very  sparingly,  and  during  the 
three  years  that  elapsed  between  their  marriage 
and  the  opening  of  this  tale,  almost  the  only 
guests  who  sojourned  there  were  certain  of 
Ralph's  ancient  brethren  in  arms. 


CHAPTER  IIL 

It  was  set  down  above,  that,  in  the  height  of 
the  hunting  season,  sometimes  a  whole  week 
would  pass  without  Lord  Atherstone  and  his 
children  meeting  face  to  face.  But  this  is 
scarcely  correct,  for  there  was  no  exception  to 
the  rule  of  the  three  breakfasting  together  on 
Sunday  morning.  This  was  part  and  parcel 
of  the  day's  routine,  just  as  much  as  was  £it- 
tendance  afterward  at  morning  church,  irre- 
spective of  the  state  of  the  weather.  It  is  to 
be  feared  that  deep  religious  feeling  had  little 
to  do  with  the  baron's  exactitude  on  this  point ; 
neither  on  other  points  did  he  seem  specially 
solicitous  to  set  a  good  example  to  his  depend- 
ents ;  but  somehow  or  another  he  had  come  to 
look  on  the  whole  performance  in  the  light  of 
a  duty,  and — this  once  settled — he  would  no 
more  have  neglected  any  portion  thereof,  than 
when  on  service  he  would  have  omitted  to  hold 
church  parade. 

It  is  one  of  those  dark,  raw,  wintry  mornings 
on  which  things,  both  animate  and  inanimate, 
are  apt  to  look  their  worst,  with  the  exception 
of  the  fire,  wliich  is  quite  imperiously  attractive. 
On  Philip  Ashleigh's  sharp,  narrow  face  there 
are  evident  signs  of  discontent  as  he  trifles  list- 
lessly with  his  toast  and  coffee.  He  is  a  poor 
breakfast  eater  at  the  best  of  times,  and  now 
his  appetite  has  entirely  failed  before  the  pros- 
pect of  a  chilly  drive,  followed  up  by  a  two 
hours'  sitting  in  about  the  drafticst  church  in 
Loamshire,  during  the  latter  half  of  Avhich  he 
will  have  the  privilege  of  listening  to  a  divine 
with  whom  he  chances  to  differ  on  every  con- 
ceivable point  —  theological,  social,  or  moral. 
He  is  debating  in  his  own  mind  whether  he 
really  does  not  feel  unwell  enough  to  give  him- 


self a  sick-certificate  ;  but  somehow — though  he 
is  sure  the  excuse  will  pass  unquestioned— he 
does  not  feel  equal  to  encountering  the  cold, 
half-incredulous  smile  that  will  be  certainly  seen 
on  Lord  Atherstone's  lip  when  he  accepts  the 
evasion. 

Lady  Marian,  though  tolerably  cheerful,  all 
things  considered,  is  not  precisely  chirping. 
She  has  not  the  remotest  idea  of  shirking  her 
duties  ;  but  they  are  none  the  pleasanter  for 
that;  and  Philip  has  been  unusually  tiresome 
this  morning.  She  has  kept  her  temper  admi- 
rably, as  she  always  dops  ;  but  it  is  up-hill  work, 
and  the  drag  will  tell  sometimes. 

Lord  Atherstone's  face,  as  he  sits  over 
against  her,  though  changes  of  temperature 
can  not  be  supposed  to  affect  him,  looks  unu- 
sually set  and  stern.  There  is  a  good  deal  to 
study  in  that  same  face,  though  assuredly  little 
to  admire.  The  features  are  too  marked  ever 
to  have  been  handsome,  even  before  the  hvow 
was  so  furrowed,  or  the  hollows  under  the 
temples  and  prominent  cheek-bones  so  deeply 
sunken.  The  eyes  are  very  keen  and  bright, 
but  bright  with  a  hard  metallic  lustre,  and  ap- 
pear smaller  than  they  really  are,  from  being 
set  so  far  back  under  overhanging  brows.  The 
mouth  signifies  little,  for  it  is  almost  entirely 
hidden  under  a  huge  gray  mustache,  of  such 
dimensions  as  are  seldom  seen  in  Western  Eu- 
rope, trailing  almost  to  the  shoulder-blade  ;  and 
this  is  the  more  remarkable  from  the  rest  of 
the  face  and  chin  being  closely  shaven.  Lord 
Atherstone  is  not  much  above  the  middle 
height ;  but  an  extreme  erectness  of  carriage, 
added  to  an  angular  gauntness  of  outline,  rath- 
er enhances  his  stature.  The  lack  of  flesh  has 
plainly  nothing  to  do  with  ill  health ;  but  is 
partly  natural,  partly  produced  by  incessant  vio- 
lent exercise.  Whether  on  foot  or  in  saddle, 
Ralph  Ashleigh  carries  his  years  exceedingly 
lightly  ;  yet,  if  it  must  be  owned,  he  looks  them 
all. 

"  I  Avonder  why  the  post  is  invariably  late  on 
Sundays,"  Philip  began.  It  was  rather  hard 
that  he  was  not  allowed  to  finish  even  his  com- 
jjlaint  in  peace ;  for,  while  the  words  were  on 
his  lips,  the  door  opened,  and  the  letters  were 
brought  in. 

If,  as  many  men  assert,  the  inevitable  post  is 
among  the  crosses  of  life,  it  is  one  which  may 
be  much  alleviated  or  aggravated,  according  to 
the  times  and  seasons  of  its  befalling  us. 

I  remember  a  certain  country  house,  attract- 
ive in  all  other  respects,  that,  for  not  a  few,  was 
utterly  marred  as  a  place  of  sojourn  by  reason 
of  the  manner  of  the  postal  delivery.  With  a 
terrible  punctuality,  in  the  very  middle  of  the 
breakfast,  the  ominous  leathern  satchel  ap- 
peared, and  its  contents  were  distributed  to 
whomsoever  they  may  concern  by  the  white 
hands  of  the  chatelaine  herself.  Any  one 
fond  of  studying  the  weaker  side  of  human 
nature  might  gain  some  useful  hints  by  watch- 
ing this  ordeal— no  lighter  word  is  sufficiently 
I  expressive.    The  womankind,  as  a  rule,  came 
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out  of  it  jauntily  enough.  If  there  is  any  matter 
dark  or  dangerous  hidden  under  those  dainty 
envelopes,  they  carried  it  off  with  the  superb 
placidity  of  absolute  innocence,  or  of  experi- 
enced diplomacy ;  but  the  men  bore  themselves 
far  otherwise.  Out  of  many  I  can  only  recall 
one  who  seemed  exempt  from  tlie  general  em- 
barrassment and  discomfort.  He  was  an  eld- 
erly bachelor  of  untold  wealth,  and  of  such  a 
repellent  exterior  that  no  human  creature  was 
likely  to  address  him  except  on  business  pure 
and  simple.  The  miserable  subterfuges  and  at- 
tempts at  dissimulation  practiced  by  the  others 
were  painfully  comic  to  witness.  The  worst, 
perhaps  because  it  was  most  transparent,  of  all 
was  the  assumed  carelessness  of  one  individual, 
who,  after  just  glancing  at  his  letters,  always 
laid  them  aside  as  if  they  could  contain  no- 
thing worth  prompt  perusal.  Now  this  man 
was  in  the  bonds  of  fealty,  more  or  less  legiti- 
mate, to  a  despotic  beauty,  who  also  was  num- 
bered in  that  fair  company ;  but  all  prohibi- 
tion notwithstanding,  he  persisted  in  keeping 
up  communication  with  a  favorite  cousin,  with 
whom,  according  to  his  own  account,  he  main- 
tained quasi  fraternal  relations.  Every  letter, 
however  harmless,  issuing  from  this  especial 
quarter,  was  considered  by  the  reigning  power 
as  nothing  less  than  absolutely  treasonable;  and 
the  criminal's  condition,  whenever  the  post-bag 
brought  one  of  these  contraband  missives,  was  a 
caution  to  all  conspirators  present  and  to  come. 
Without  interchanging  one  glance  with  the  im- 
perial eyes  that  watched  him  from  the  other  side 
of  the  table  so  scornfully,  he  knew  that  his  as- 
sumed indifference  did  not  for  a  moment  im- 
pose upon  her,  or  even  upon  other  less  inter- 
ested spectators.  He  probably  felt  a  real  curi- 
osity to  see  what  the  letter  might  contain,  and 
nothing  is  so  provoking  as  small  futile  sacri- 
fices. Yet  day  by  day  he  used  to  enact  the 
same  dreary  ftirce,  with  a  power  of  self-abase- 
ment truly  wonderful.  And  all  this  took  place 
in  a  house  whose  hospitality  is  limitless,  and 
where  every  guest  has  the  largest  license  to 
amuse  himself  according  to  his  own  good  pleas- 
ure. 

It  was  only  on  Sunday  morning  that  the  post- 
bag  reached  Templestowe  at  such  an  inconven- 
ient hour ;  and  the  letters  were  always  sorted 
before  they  were  brought  into  the  breakfast- 
room.  This  morning  there  is  a  large  packet 
for  Philip  Ashleigh,  a  smaller  one  for  his  wife, 
and  one  single  note  for  Lord  Atherstone. 

He  opened  it  hastily,  but  read  it  very  slowly, 
for  it  only  contained  about  four  lines,  and  it  was 
fully  a  couple  of  minutes  before  he  laid  it  down. 
Lady  Marian,  after  just  glancing  at  the  outside, 
threw  down  her  own  letters,  and  looked  forth, 
so  to  speak,  from  her  ambushment  behind  the 
great  silver  urn. 

Lord  Atherstone's  face  was  singularly  im- 
passive as  a  rule;  even  when  he  was  very 
Avroth  its  expression  seldom  altered,  and  the 
words,  hard,  bitter,  or  cruel,  as  they  might 
be,  issued  from  lips  that  moved  scarcely  more 


than  an  automaton's,  and  his  complexion  was 
too  deeply  tanned  and  weather-stained  to 
change.  Nevertheless  there  was  one  sign 
whereby  a  very  close  observer  might  guess 
that  emotion  of  some  sort  or  other  was  stirring 
within  him.  This  was  a  slight  darkening  of 
color  round  the  prominent  cheek-bones ;  you 
could  not  call  it  a  flush ;  it  was  rather  as  if 
the  skin  had  suddenly  become  strained  there, 
and  so  had  checked  the  free  circulation  of  the 
blood.  The  effect  never  lasted  above  a  second 
or  two,  and  very  few  even  of  those  who  had 
known  Ralph  most  intimately  had  ever  noticed 
it ;  but  of  these  fevr  Lady  Marian  was  one. 
Her  eyes  rested  now  on  her  father-in-law's 
countenance  as  long  as  they  could  do  so  un- 
observed, and  then  they  fell  on  the  half-open 
letter  on  the  table,  and  rested  there  yet  longer. 
Lord  Atherstone  had  not  followed  the  direc- 
tion of  her  glance,  and  it  was  more  mechan- 
ically than  because  he  had  any  suspicion  of 
being  scrutinized  that  he  folded  up  the  note 
and  thrust  it  into  his  breast-pocket ;  but  be- 
fore he  did  so  Lady  Marian  had  had  time  to 
satisfy  herself  that  the  handwriting  was  unmis- 
takably feminine.  If  she  had  read  the  note 
through  it  probably  Avould  not  have  helped  her 
much  in  her  mystification.  It  Avas  dated  from 
a  quiet  West  End  hotel,  and  contained  only 
these  words : 

"  Dear  Lokd  Atuerstone, — You  have  probably  for- 
gotten that  I  promised  to  let  you  kuow  wheu  we  were 
passing  through  town.  It  is  to  clear  my  own  con- 
science that  I  write  to  tell  you  that  we  are  here  for  a 
week,  on  our  way  to  Devonshire.— Very  truly  yours, 

"ISAUKL  SUAFTON." 

Never  in  all  her  life  had  Marian  Ashleigh 
been  so  thoroughly  intriguce.  She  was  not  in 
the  habit  of  judging  any  of  her  fellow-creat- 
ures by  a  very  high  standard,  and  did  not  give 
her  father-in-law  credit  either  for  blameless  mo- 
rality or  exalted  philosophy.  Under  the  influ- 
ence of  violent  or  vindictive  passion  she  held 
him  capable  of  committing  himself  even  to  the 
verge  of  crime ;  bat  from  any  temptation  pro- 
ceeding from  womankind  she  had  till  now  sup- 
posed him  safer  than  most  saints  that  have 
flourished  since  the  time  of  Saint  Simeon  of 
the  Pillar.  For  three  years  she  had  watched 
narrowly,  though  quite  unobtrusively,  his  go- 
ings-out and  comings-in,  and  had  contrived  to 
be  furnished  with  tolerably  accurate  accounts 
of  his  demeanor  and  Avay  of  life  when  he  was 
absent  from  Templestowe ;  and  neither  per- 
sonal observation  nor  report  had  led  her  to 
believe  that  Lord  Atherstone  had  ever  linger- 
ed in  female  society  a  minute  longer  than  was 
absolutely  required  of  him  by  courtesy,  much 
less  that  he  had  ever  shown  the  faintest  pre- 
dilection for  the  company  or  conversation  of 
any  individual. 

But  Lady  Marian  was  too  astute  not  to  be 
aware  that  her  chain  of  evidence  was  not  alto- 
gether perfect.  There  were  two  or  three  weak 
places,  if  not  gaps,  that  prevented  the  other 
links  from  being  quite  trust-worthy.    She  could 


ANTEROS. 


283 


only  argue  on  probabilities,  after  all ;  but  these 
made  up  a  strong  case — so  strong  that  now 
with  her  surprise  and  apprehension  there  min- 
gled something  of  the  disgust  of  a  mathemati- 
cian who,  after  working  out  a  long  pi-oblem  in 
dynamics,  finds  the  result  vary  materially  from 
his  calculation.  She  was  very  careful  to  pre- 
vent her  eyes,  when  they  met  Lord  Ather- 
stone's,  from  betraying  either  curiosity  or  vig- 
ilance ;  nevertheless  she  was  aware  that  he 
avoided  them,  as  he  addressed  himself  to  his 
meal  with  a  haste  and  eagerness  quite  dispro- 
portioned  to  his  apparent  appetite.  There 
was  a  conscious  look  about  him  which  pro- 
voked Lady  Marian  intensely.  When  she 
spoke  it  was  with  a  peevishness  quite  foreign 
to  her  usual  manner. 

"I  wish  I  could  afford  to  keep  a  town-cor- 
respondent, as  the  country  papers  do ;  then 
one  might  have  a  chance  now  and  then  of 
getting  a  letter  worth  reading  through.  I  can 
guess  at  the  contents  of  all  mine  without  open- 
ing them  ;  they  are  all  written  to  pattern. 
Philip,  I  hope  you  have  had  some  bad  news 
this  morning ;  that  would  be  so  much  better 
than  none. 

Her  husband  looked  up  at  her  rather  sulkily. 
He  was  so  unused  to  any  thing  like  a  display  of 
temper  on  his  wife's  part  that  he  supposed  she 
was  jesting,  and,  considering  the  weather  and 
the  circumstances,  thought  the  jest  ill-timed. 

"  What  nonsense  you  talk,  Marian !"  he  said. 
"It  Avould  serve  you  right  if  you  were  to  be 
taken  at  your  word.  But  I've  no  news — good, 
bad,  or  inditferent.  My  letters  are  all  official 
— all  on  business.  You  may  look  through  them 
if  you  like." 

"And  answer  them  tool"  she  said,  shrug- 
ging her  shoulders.  "It's  a  great  proof  of 
confidence,  Philip,  certainly.  I'm  hardly  so 
grateful  as  I  ought  to  be,  especially  as  to-day 
is  popularly  supposed  to  be  a  day  of  rest.  And 
you  haven't  a  crumb  of  ncAvs  for  me,  Mon- 
seigneur  ?" 

There  was  a  gleam  of  intelligence,  if  not  of 
mischief,  now  in  her  bright  black  eyes  ;  and  for 
the  second  time  Lord  Atherstone's  cheek  dark- 
ened as  he  looked  up  and  met  them. 

"I'm  sorry  to  say  not  one,"  he  answered, 
slowly.  "Mine  was  but  a  scrap  of  a  note, 
and  the  writer  is  no  acquaintance  of  yours." 

Marian  Ashleigh  was  a  very  intrepid  person, 
and  stood  in  much  less  awe  of  her  father-in-law 
than  did  most  of  those  over  whom  he  had  au- 
thority ;  nevertheless  she  was  not  bold  enough 
to  push  questioning  further  just  now.  Break- 
fast was  soon  over;  and  during  the  drive  to 
church  only  a  few  desultory  remarks  on  indif- 
ferent subjects  were  exchanged  between  the 
three.  The  sermon  Avas  rather  above  the 
dead-level  of  rural  eloquence  ;  but  the  good 
seed  fell  on  stony  ground  that  was  scattered 
over  the  manor  pew.  Philip  Ashleigh  being, 
as  has  been  aforesaid,  in  a  state  of  chronic  an- 
tagonism to  the  rector,  invariably  made  a  point 
of  looking  bored  from  first  to  last,  even  if  he 


refrained  from  overt  movements  of  impatience  ; 
but  his  wife  as  invariably  tried  to  counteract 
this  by  a  show  of  attention  admirably  acted,  if 
it  Avere  not  sincere ;  on  this  occasion  she  Avas 
quite  unequal  to  the  task  ;  and  the  rector  could 
not  have  conscientiously  commended  the  ex- 
ample of  any  one  of  these  his  chief  parishion- 
ers. There  Avas  no  mistaking  the  meaning  of 
Lady  Marian's  restless  wandering  glances  ;  and 
the  most  confident  of  preachers  would  scarcelv 
have  supposed  that  Lord  Atherstone,  as  he  sat 
motionless  Avith  folded  arms  and  bent  head,  Avas 
pondering  over  the  discourse  then  in  delivery. 

The  burden  of  the  leaden  sky  had  begun  to 
descend  in  a  sharp  sleet-shoAver  as  they  drove 
homcAvard.  The  look  of  injury  deepened  on 
Philip's  face,  and  Lady  Marian,  by  no  means 
so  sensitiA^e,  could  not  repress  a  shudder  as  she 
drcAV  her  sables  closely  around  her. 

"I  don't  envy  you  your  ride  to  cover  to- 
morrow, Monseigneur,"  she  said.  "Is  the 
meet  very  far  ofi"?  Don't  you  almost  hope 
it  Avill  freeze  ?" 

Lord  Atherstone  gazed  out  of  the  carriage 
AvindoAV  as  he  ansAvered  : 

"  I  don't  think  there  Avill  be  a  frost,  at  least 
not  a  lasting  one ;  but  it  don't  affect  me  for  to- 
morroAv.  I'm  going  to  London  for  two  or  three 
days.  If  you  have  any  commissions  for  me, 
Marian,  you'd  better  let  me  have  them  to- 
night." 

He  did  not  look  round  till  he  had  quite  fin- 
ished speaking.  If  he  had  done  so  a  second 
sooner  he  Avould  have  seen  the  lady's  firm  Avhitc 
teeth  press  her  lower  lip  somcAvhat  sharply  ;  but 
she  replied  in  her  usual  careless,  off-hand  way  : 

"Thanks.  It's  A'ery  kind  of  you,  especially 
as  I  dare  say  you  haA-e  quantities  to  do.  It 
must  be  real  business  that  takes  you  up  to  tOAvn 
just  noAV.  I  Avon't  be  troublesome.  If  you 
Avill  bring  doAvn  tAvo  or  three  tiny  parcels,  that 
will  be  all." 

Throughout  his  life  Lord  Atherstone  had 
cherished  a  singular  dislike  to  any  form  of 
CA'asion.  He  carried  this  to  an  extreme,  and 
had  been  more  than  once  involved  in  a  serious 
scrape  simply  because  he  AA'Ould  blunder  on 
straightforward,  instead  of  availing  himself  of 
a  side-door  of  escape  invitingly  open.  Even 
now,  though  evidently  disinclined  to  talk,  and 
though  he  did  not  for  an  instant  admit  her  right 
of  questions,  he  did  not  choose  to  leave  Lady 
Marian  under  Avhat  he,  knoAving  nothing  of  her 
secret  thoughts,  held  to  be  a  fiilse  impression. 

"  It  isn't  exactly  business  that  takes  me  up," 
he  said,  gravely  ;  "still  I  may  be  a  good  deal 
occupied.  However,  you  needn't  scru]>le  about 
your  commissions.  I  shall  have  time  enough 
for  them  and  to  spare." 

She  muttered  a  fcAV  more  Avords  of  thanks, 
and  then  dropped  the  subject  ;  neither  Avas  it 
renewed.  It  Avas  only  at  dinner  tluit  the  oth- 
ers saAV  any  thing  of  Lord  Atherstone. 

When  Marian  had  any  threads  of  thought  to 
unravel  she  infinitely  preferred  being  alone; 
but  to-day  this  could  not  be.    Philip  had  got 
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into  a  fashion  of  doing  most  of  his  letter-writ- 
ing in  his  wife's  morning-room — why,  it  would 
be  difficult  to  say,  for  he  rarely  consulted  her, 
and  still  more  rarely  employed  her  as  his  secre- 
tary— feeling  a  sort  of  satisfaction  in  getting 
through  his  own  work  in  his  own  way.  Per- 
haps it  was  pleasanter  to  vent  his  peevishness 
on  another  person,  howsoever  unsympathetic, 
than  to  waste  it  on  empty  air ;  for  Marian, 
though  she  humored  and  managed  her  husband 
wonderfully  well,  declined  to  encourage  mere 
fretfulness.  As  a  rule,  she  rather  encouraged 
his  presence  than  otherwise;  but  on  this  par- 
ticular afternoon  he  was  decidedly  in  her  way. 

With  a  real  anxiety  in  her  mind,  it  was  in- 
expressibly irritating  to  see  Philip  disquieting 
himself  about  such  trifles  as  how  best  to  an- 
swer the  vague  application  of  some  meek  con- 
stituent Avho  "  hoped  Mr.  Ashleigh  would  not 
forget  him  if  any  thing  turned  up  in  his  line." 
However,  she  kept  silence,  and  her  temper  to 
boot,  till  the  last  epistle  was  finished  ;  and 
Philip,  cowering  over  the  fire,  indulged  in  a 
steady  bout  of  grumbling. 

"  If  there's  one  thing  I  hate  more  than  an- 
other," he  began,  "  it's  being  hurried  over  one's 
correspondence.  What  with  church-going  in 
the  morning,  and  the  absurdly  early  hour  the 
post  leaves  at,  it  is  a  scramble  from  first  to 
last ;  and  of  course  there  are  more  things  to 
answer  on  Sunday  than  on  any  other  day  ;  but 
it's  quite  of  a  piece  with  all  the  other  arrange- 
ments or  disarrangements  of  this  house.  To 
get  the  least  possible  amount  of  comfort  and 
convenience  at  the  highest  possible  price  has 
been  the  rule  ever  since  I've  known  it." 

Marian  Ashleigh's  voice,  though  generally 
cheery  enough,  was  not  soft  in  any  of  its  in- 
flections :  there  was  an  incisiveness  in  it  now 
which  even  to  her  husband  sounded  strange. 

"You  have  always  disliked  Templestowe,  I 
think,  Philip.  Would  you  like  to  make  the 
experiment  of  living  elscAvhere  ?  If  you  would 
really  be  happier  it  might  be  worth  trying." 

He  glanced  askance  at  her,  much  as  he  had 
done  that  morning  at  breakfast ;  but  this  time 
it  was  quite  evident  she  was  not  jesting. 

"What  have  my  likes  or  dislikes  to  say  to 
it?"  he  inquired.  "  Beggars  can  not  be  choos- 
ers. You  don't  suppose  I'm  Quixotic  enough 
to  think  of  setting  up  house  for  ourselves  while 
Ave  can  live  at  free  quarters?" 

"Scarcely  beggars,"  she  said,  in  the  same 
cold  tone  ;  "at  least  I  have  not  been  brought 
up  in  such  magnificent  notions  of  penury. 
When  the  settlements  were  drawn,  our  allow- 
ance was  considered  by  those  who  ought  to 
know  best  as  amply  sufficient  to  maintain  a 
separate  establishment ;  and  so  it  would  prove, 
I  don't  doubt,  with  fair  management,  I  have 
never  hinted  at  such  a  thing  because  I'm  per- 
fectly content  here,  and  because  I  see  the  wis- 
dom of  laying  by  for  a  rainy  day ;  but  we  have 
laid  by — not  a  great  j?iagot,  but  enough  to  start 
us  if  we  chose,  or  if  we  were  obliged,  to  walk 
alone." 


"What  on  earth  are  you  driving  at?"  he 
said,  more  fretfully  than  ever.  "Of  course  we 
don't  choose ;  and  as  for  being  obliged,  what 
reason  have  you  for  supposing  we  have  outstaid 
our  welcome  ?  You  are  rather  a  favorite  with 
my  lord  ;  and,  to  do  him  justice,  he  would  nev- 
er want  to  get  rid  of  me  unless  we  quarreled. 
I  have  steered  clear  of  that  so  far,  and  I  am 
not  likely  to  begin  at  this  time  of  day.  Is  it 
only  a  crotchet  you  have  got  into  your  head  ? 
or  have  you  taken  off"ense  at  something  ?" 

She  smiled — not  quite  so  pleasantly  as  was 
her  wont. 

"  I'm  not  given  to  crotchets  that  I'm  aware 
of,  or  to  take  ofiiense  either,  especially  when 
none  can  possibly  have  been  meant.  Mon- 
seigneur  and  I  are,  as  we  have  always  been, 
the  best  friends  conceivable.  But,  Philip,  with 
your  talent  for  finding  rocks  ahead,  I  do  won- 
der that  it  has  never  occurred  to  you  that  our 
tenure  here  need  not  necessarily  depend  on 
your  father's  good-will.  Suppose  he  were  to 
marry  again  ?" 

Ashleigh  started  from  his  stooping  posture 
as  if  he  had  been  galvanized ;  but  he  so  far 
controlled  himself  as  to  mask  his  astonishment 
under  an  angry  laugh. 

"That  is  a  crotchet  with  a  vengeance,"  he 
said.  "Why,  I  should  just  as  soon  expect  to 
hear  of  my  father's  playing  the  mountebank  in 
Heslingford  market-place,  as  of  his  proposing 
to  any  woman,  gentle  or  simple.  Look  at  his 
age!" 

Lady  Marian's  eyes,  as  they  rested  on  her 
husband,  gleamed  with  covert  satire.  She 
could  not  help  realizing  how  many  more  of  all 
the  essentials  of  youth  were  still  to  be  found  in 
Lord  Atherstone  than  in  his  son.  If  it  were  a 
question  of  a  hard  day's  work,  comparison  be- 
tween the  two  would  have  been  utterly  absurd  ; 
for  Philip,  from  his  childhood  upward,  had  been 
something  more  than  an  imaginary  invalid ; 
but  in  point  of  vitality  and  freshness  of  energy 
his  inferiority  would  have  been  equally  evident. 
It  was  somewhat  mortifying  to  Marian  to  recog- 
nize the  fact ;  nevertheless,  she  did  recognize 
it  fully ;  and  Philip's  cool  way  of  ignoring  it 
almost  provoked  her  to  the  retort  uncourteous. 
But  she  had  never  yet  said  a  severe,  scarcely 
eve'r  a  sharp  word  to  him  ;  and  she  refrained 
herself  now — only  saying  quietly  : 

"I  don't  think  his  age  has  m.ucli  to  do  with 
it ;  his  elders  marry  every  day.  But  I  own 
that  up  to  this  morning  I  had  as  few  misgivings 
on  the  subject  as -yourself.  I  don't  feel  quite 
so  confident  now.  I  am  not  going  to  keep  you 
in  suspense  about  it.  You  didn't  notice,  I  sup- 
pose, that  Monseigneur  only  got  one  letter  this 
morning ;  indeed,  it  was  not  a  letter,  it  was 
only  a  short  note ;  but  it  brought  a  change  on 
his  face  that  I've  noticed  only  twice  before. 
On  both  those  occasions  he  was  angry,  fear- 
fully angry ;  this  time  the  change  Avas  more 
marked  than  I  have  ever  seen  it ;  but  he  Avas 
not  vexed  ;  I  am  certain  of  that — just  as  cer- 
tain as  that  the  note  Avas  in  a  Avoman's  hand- 
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■writing.  He's  going  to  town  to-morrow — not 
on  business." 

Philip  was  one  of  those  who,  up  to  a  certain 
point,  are  very  stocks  and  stones  of  dogmatism  ; 
but  who,  directly  they  feel  the  ground  giving 
way  under  their  feet,  begin  to  flounder  about, 
miserably  invoking  assistance  from  far  and  near. 
Though  he  never  by  any  chance  deferred  to  it 
in  public,  and  very  seldom  in  private,  he  had 
an  immense  respect  for  his  wife's  judgment ; 
and  his  blank,  helpless  stare  betrayed  a  convic- 
tion that  she  had  not  shot  far  wide  of  the  mark 
now. 

"  Suppose — suppose  it  is  so,"  he  stammered  ; 
"  what  can  we  do  ?" 

Probably  some  indefinite  idea  relative  to  the 
statute  de  hnatico  was  floating  in  his  brain ; 
but  it  took  no  substantial  shape.  Lady  Ma- 
rian laughed  in  her  turn — with  all  her  consid- 
eration for  her  husband  she  really  made  the 
best  of  hira  to  herself,  no  less  than  to  others — 
the  sight  of  his  complete  and  sudden  discom- 
fiture was  too  much  for  her  sense  of  humor. 

"Do?  Why,  absolutely  nothing  but  watch 
and  wait ;  and  we  shall  not  have  long  to  wait. 
Monseigneur  could  not  keep  a  secret  if  his  life 
depended  on  it,  unless  perhaps  it  were  the  se- 
cret of  his  failure.  It  may  be  a  false  alarm, 
after  all.  At  any  rate,  as  the  rector  observed 
this  morning — I  don't  believe  you  heard  it,  and 
I  confess  I  heard  little  more  myself — 'Suffi- 
cient unto  the  day  is  the  evil.'  It  applies  to 
wedding-days  as  well  as  to  others,  I  suppose. 
I  don't  mean  to  fret  until  I  know  what  or  whom 
I  have  to  fret  about ;  but  I've  been  all  this 
morning  puzzling  over  this  till  I've  got  a  head- 
ache. Weak  —  to  say  the  least  of  it.  I  am 
going  to  try  to  sleep  it  off  after  I've  sent  the 
letters  away ;  so  if  you  mean  to  stay  here,  you 
must  ruminate  silently." 

Ashleigh  was  very  discontented.  He  would 
have  liked  to  have  gone  on  speculating  and 
complaining  in  his  purposeless  way  indefinitely; 
but  he  knew  by  experience,  when  his  wife  made 
up  her  mind  to  be  left  alone,  she  was  as  inac- 
cessible as  an  obstinate  ancient  oracle.  So, 
muttering  and  mumbling,  he  took  himself  oft' 
to  the  library,  which,  next  to  the  room  he  had 
just  quitted,  was  his  favorite  place  of  resort — 
he  was  still  a  great  reader  in  a  desultory  fash- 
ion— and  got  through  tlie  afternoon  as  best  he 
could.  He  and  Lady  Marian  did  not  meet  till 
dinner-time,  when  the  head  and  front,  not  only 
of  the  house,  but  of  the  oft'ending,  was  pres- 
ent. 

Philip  was  remarkably  silent  throughout  the 
meal ;  but  whenever  he  could  do  so  unobserved, 
leveled  at  his  father  such  furtive  suspicious 
glances  as  a  timid  person  might  cast  at  a  man 
supposed  to  carry  about  him  some  terrible  weap- 
on that  might  easily  explode  unawares.  How- 
ever, Lord  Atherstone  seldom  troubled  himself 
about  his  son's  good  or  evil  temper ;  and  Lady 
Marian  made  as  much  conversation  as  he  cared 
for.  So  that  the  evening  passed  oft'  smoothly 
enough  on  the  whole. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

This  will  be  as  convenient  time  as  any  to 
take  up,  for  your  benefit,  the  link  wanted  in  the 
ch  ain  of  Lady  Marian's  reasoning  concerning 
her  father-in-law's  proclivities  or  antipathies  in 
the  question  matrimonial. 

On  his  way  southward  from  Scotland  in  the 
previous  autumn.  Lord  Atherstone  had  fulfilled 
a  promise  of  some  standing,  by  turning  aside  to 
the  shooting-lodge  of  an  ancient  comrade  who 
dwelt  on  the  hither  side  of  the  border.  Gener- 
al Percy  was  a  bachelor,  utterly  inveterate  and 
irreclaimable ;  and  one  might  almost  have  ex- 
pected as  much  to  hear  under  his  roof  the  echo 
of  ghostly  footsteps  as  the  rustle  of  silk  or 
muslin.  Indeed,  he  himself  looked  somewhat 
ashamed  when  he  confessed  to  his  friend  that 
their  party  was  not  purely  masculine. 

"They  are  about  the  only  relations  I  have 
left,"  he  said,  apologetically,  "and  blood's 
thicker  than  water,  especially  up  here  in  the 
north ;  but  I  wish  they  had  chosen  any  other 
time  for  their  visit.  Women  never  seem  to 
think  it  possible  they  can  crowd  you  either  in  a 
house  or  in  a  carriage.  I  couldn't  well  refuse 
to  receive  them,  either.  It  would  have  seemed 
unkind  just  now,  for  Isabel  Shafton  has  had  a 
good  deal  of  trouble  lately  about  that  boy  of 
hers  ;  and  she's  always  asking  my  advice  about 
him.  I  wish  she'd  asked  for  it  before  she  put 
him  into  the  — th  Hussars.  They  went  a  fair 
pace  when  you  and  I  remember  them ;  and  they 
have  made  it  much  hotter  since — a  great  deal 
too  hot  for  Miles  Shafton  to  live  with.  I  hope 
my  cousins  won't  bore  you.  We  haven't  found 
them  much  in  the  way  so  far  —  indeed  we 
scarcely  see  them  except  at  dinner." 

Whatever  his  private  prejudices  might  have 
been.  Lord  Atherstone's  misogynj^ — if  such  a 
word  ever  really  expressed  the  state  of  his  feel- 
ings— was  negative,  not  positive.  Marian  Ash- 
leigh was  quite  right  in  believing  that  for  many 
years  he  had  never  sought  or  willingly  put  him- 
self in  the  way  of  feminine  society;  but  when 
it  was  inevitable  he  accepted  it  with  perfect 
equanimity;  and  in  spite  of  a  certain  taciturni- 
ty and  reserve,  appeared  sufficiently  at  his  case 
therein. 

"I  am  not  quite  such  a  savage  as  I  look, 
Percy,"  he  said,  "or  as  they  make  me  out  in 
Loamshire.  I  wish  you  hadn't  taken  the  trquble 
to  account  for  your  cousins'  presence  here.  It 
would  have  been  very  unlike  you  if  you  had 
put  them  oft".  It  '11  be  rather  a  relief  to  hear 
something  talked  about  at  dinner  besides  shoot- 
ing.   I've  had  nearly  a  surfeit  of  that  lately.' 

Though  when  at  home  Lord  Atlierstone,  as 
you  know,  kept  most  irregular  lionrs,  in  anoth- 
er man's  house  he  was  the  pink  of  piinctnalily. 
An  echo  was  still  lingering  in  the  dinncr-gong 
as  he  crossed  the  stone-paved  hall.  Tbc  other 
inmates  of  Kirkfell,  it  seemed,  did  not  keep 
quite  such  military  time,  for,  passing  through 
the  half-open  door,  he  perceived  that  the  draw- 
ing-room had  only  one  occupant.    He  had  car- 
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tainly  no  eye  for  artistic  effect,  but  on  the 
threshold  he  stopped  still,  almost  holding  his 
breath  while  he  stood  agaze. 

A  woman's  figure,  thrown  out  in  relief  against 
the  dusky  red  light  streaming  through  the  west- 
ward window — nothing  more,  for  the  face  was 
averted.  It  was  a  remarkable  figure,  to  be 
sure.  Too  tall  even  for  the  heroic  standard 
of  female  proportion,  yet  of  such  wonderful 
symmetry  that  few  would  have  taken  an  inch 
from  its  stature,  or  wished  an  outline  fuller  or 
finer.  The  lady's  head  was  bent  over  some 
flowers  that  she  was  tying  together ;  but  from 
the  curve  of  the  neck  it  was  easy  to  guess  that 
when  erect  it  would  be  carried  not  less  haught- 
ily than  gracefully. 

This  was  the  picture  that  Lord  Atherstone 
studied,  with  more  attention,  perhaps,  than  he 
had  yet  bestowed  on  any  master-piece  either 
of  nature  or  art.  His  footsteps  had  made  no 
sounds  on  the  flags  of  the  hall,  so  that  his 
entry  was  unnoticed,  and  his  contemplation 
was  only  disturbed  by  his  host's  voice  close  to 
his  shoulder. 

"You  are  more  than  punctual,  Atherstone. 
I  am  glad  of  it ;  for  I  needn't  make  this  first 
introduction  so  formal.  We  are  too  old  com- 
rades for  you  and  any  of  my  kin  to  meet  quite 
as  strangers.  Lena,  1  rely  on  your  help  to 
make  Lord  Atherstone  thoroughly  at  home  at 
Kirkfell." 

The  lady  had  turned  with  a  start ;  but,  as 
she  came  forAvard  very  slowly,  and  swept  near- 
er and  nearer — her  ample  skirts  of  filmy  white 
seeming  to  bear  her  up  like  a  cloud — her  man- 
ner was  remarkably  self-possessed,  and  her  few 
words  of  welcome  did  not  sound  like  a  mere 
form  of  courtesy.  The  autumn  day  was  clos- 
ing in  fast,  and  Lena  Shafton's  back  was  turn- 
ed toward  the  fading  western  light ;  yet  Ralph 
Atherstone  perused  her  face  not  Jess  thoroughly 
than  if  they  met  under  the  broad  glare  of  noon. 

The  first  feeling  of  many  men  looking  on 
that  face,  after  they  had  admired  the  figure, 
would  have  been  disappointment.  Except  a 
pair  of  large,  brilliant  brown  eyes,  it  hardly 
contained  a  feature  which  a  critic,  and  not  a 
captious  one  either,  might  not  have  depreca- 
ted. The  nose,  though  not  ill-shaped,  was 
something  too  broad,  and  wanted  clearness  of 
outline ;  the  cheeks,  though  soft  and  smooth, 
wanted  roundness  ;  the  lips,  ripe  and  tempting 
as  they  were,  might  have  been  more  delicately 
chiseled ;  and  two  ranges  of  faultless  white 
teeth  did  not  help  to  make  the  mouth — decid- 
edly too  large — look  smaller.  It  had  been 
matter  of  wonderment  to  many  of  Lena's  fast 
friends,  to  say  nothing  of  her  rivals,  that  from 
her  debutante  days  until  now  so  few  had  been 
found  to  contest  her  right  to  rank  among 
reigning  beauties.  Perhaps  it  was  her  im- 
perial self-assertion  that  imposed  on  people 
irresistibly ;  and  it  was  only  in  her  absence — 
when  they  were  looking  at  her  photograph,  for 
instance — they  confessed  that  they  had  admired 
in  spite  of  their  judgment.    Ralph's  keen  glance 


took  in  all  the  defects  set  down  here,  only  it  was 
not  as  defects  that  he  noted  them,  but  rather  as 
items  harmonizing  perfectly  with  the  entirety  of 
a  type  of  womanhood  difiering  from,  if  not  ex- 
celling, any  that  he  had  looked  upon  yet.  So, 
and  never  otherwise — sleeping  or  waking ;  in 
despite  of  all  the  changes  which  passed  over 
it ;  whether  it  were  frowning  or  smiling,  pas- 
sionate or  cold,  enticing  or  repellent — that  face 
appeared  to  him  while  his  life  endured. 

If  there  be  such  a  thing  as  love  at  first  sight 
— I  believe  that  modern  science  has  not  elimi- 
nated it  from  morbid  pathology — it  would  be 
rather  difficult  to  fix  a  term  of  age  which  in- 
sures to  either  man  or  woman  perfect  safety 
from  infection.  But  it  was  nothing  approach- 
mg  to  this  that  Ralph  experienced  now.  It 
was  rather  such  a  dazzling  and  confusion  of 
the  senses  as  might  have  assailed  one  of  the 
champions  of  Scandinavian  story,  Avho,  after 
long  Avandering  through  desolate  lands,  Avhere 
sparse  sun-gleams  scarcely  lit  the  sullen  hori- 
zon, and  scanty  lichens  seldom  peer  above  the 
eternal  snow,  suddenly  found  himself  over 
against  the  gate  of  a  witch-garden,  wherein  all 
manner  of  strange  fruits  and  flowers  seemed  to 
blush  and  blossom  under  a  tropical  glow. 

Partly  by  choice,  partly  from  force  of  cir- 
cumstances in  former  days — wholly  by  choice 
of  late — Lord  Atherstone's  life  had  been  very 
solitary;  but  if  through  all  these  years  fair 
faces  had  been  as  plenty  round  him  as  blue- 
bells in  spring-time,  it  is  very  possible  that  he 
might  have  kept  the  even  tenor  of  his  way  till 
he  met  Lena  Shafton.  If  the  horoscope  of  such 
men  could  be  read  it  would  be  seen  that  a  sin- 
gular— perhaps  one  single — conjunction  of  in- 
fluences is  needed  to  bring  about  a  certain  end. 
This  conjunction  may  occur  only  after  long  de- 
lay— it  may  be  never ;  but  when  all  the  condi- 
tions are  fulfilled  the  result  is  inevitable. 

Whatever  Ralph  felt,  you  may  easily  believe 
that  he  betrayed  it  by  no  sign.  Indeed,  his 
manner  was  so  remarkably  formal  that  Miss 
Shafton  thought  within  herself  that,  with  the 
best  possible  intentions,  it  would  be  rather  dif- 
ficult to  make  such  a  guest  feel  himself  at  home 
any  where.  Nevertheless,  her  first  impressions 
were  not  unfavorable.  Lord  Atherstone's  ap- 
pearance struck  her  as  being  decidedly  pictur- 
esque in  the  vieux  grognard  style  ;  and  her  big 
brown  eyes  dwelt  on  him  with  a  curiosity  rath- 
er less  languid  than  they  usually  deigned  to 
bestow  upon  strangers.  Before  the  three  could 
have  begun  a  conversation,  had  they  been  that 
way  minded,  the  door  opened  again,  and  Mrs. 
Shafton  came  in. 

A  handsome  woman  decidedly — handsomer, 
perhaps,  if  judged  by  the  rule  and  canon  of 
beauty,  than  her  daughter,  in  spite  of  her  forty 
odd  summers.  But  that  she  had  known  care 
and  trouble  was  evident ;  and  she  carried  these 
less  lightly  than  she  did  her  years ;  for  though 
her  brow  was  still  smooth,  and  her  complexion 
fresh  and  clear,  her  ftice,  when  the  features 
'  Avere  not  in  active  play,  would  settle  down  into 
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an  eager  vigilance,  disagreeably  suggestive  of  a 
purpose  underlying  the  outward  amenity.  For 
Mrs,  Shafton's  manner  was  much  more  cordial 
than  Lena's,  and  there  was  a  mixture  in  it  of 
vivacity  and  cdlinerie  that  was  wonderfully  at- 
tractive at  first,  if  the  fascination  did  not  al- 
Avays  endure.  In  spite  of  prejudice,  and,  what 
is  much  more  to  the  purpose,  in  spite  of  pres- 
ent preoccupation,  Lord  Atherstone  was  fain 
to  acknowledge  this ;  and  within  the  next  ten 
minutes  he  took  himself  pretty  sharply  to  task 
for  having  m  the  privacy  of  his  own  chamber 
spoken  unholy  Avords  concerning  feminine  in- 
truders. 

"There  is  no  order  of  precedence  among 
cousins,"  General  Percy  said,  when  dinner  was 
announced.  "  Atherstone,  will  you  take  in 
Mrs.  Shafton  ?  I  mean  to  keep  Lena  by  me 
till  I  finish  what  I've  got  to  say  to  her ;  and 
there's  no  one  here  likely  to  be  jealous,  I 
think." 

There  was  a  gruff  laugh  of  assent,  for  it 
chanced  that  the  speaker  and  his  guests  were 
as  nearly  as  possible  of  the  same  standing  ;  but 
one  man  did  not  smile.  It  was  not  that  he  was 
inclined  more  than  the  others  to  resent  his  old 
comrade's  jest.  What  kept  him  grave  was  an 
uneasy  doubt,  lasting  no  longer  than  the  flicker 
of  summer  lightning,  whether  under  circum- 
stances different  from  these  it  would  be  so  cer- 
tain that  Ralph  Atherstone  had  utterly  out- 
lived jealousy.  Nevertheless,  he  was  rather 
pleased  than  otherwise  at  having  to  take  charge 
of  Mrs.  Shafton.  lie  and  Lena  sat  at  oppo- 
site ends  of  the  table,  of  course ;  and  for  that 
first  evening,  at  all  events,  he  preferred  study- 
ing at  his  ease,  from  that  safe  distance,  the  pic- 
ture which^  when  first  seen,  had  affected  him 
so  powerfully.  Neither  was  his  contemplation 
often  disturbed  ;  for  Mrs.  Shafton,  when  she 
found  him  inclined  to  be  taciturn,  had  the  tact 
to  fall  in  with  that  humor  rather  than  attempt 
to  force  it,  and,  besides  a  passing  remark  or 
two  dropped  at  judicious  intervals  on  her  right, 
turned  the  current  of  her  conversation  entirely  on 
her  left-hapd  neighbor — a  portly  veteran,  who, 
albeit  the  father  of  a  large  family,  and  in  all 
points  ef  the  matrimonial  law  blameless,  was 
noted  for  his  admiration  of  mature  beauty,  and 
was  disposed  to  make  the  very  best  of  his  pres- 
ent opportunity. 

Among  other  antique  customs  kept  up  at 
Kirkfell  was  that  of  sitting  late  and  long  after 
dinner.  There  was  no  deep  drinking,  for  ev- 
ery man  there  was  too  stanch  a  sportsman  to 
imperil  steadiness  of  hand  or  clearness  of  eye 
on  the  morrow.  But  the  host  and  his  guest§, 
all  of  whom,  with  one  exception,  had  shot  there 
for  many  seasons,  liked  lingering  over  their 
wine,  recalling  old  times  and  old  friends  and 
old  stories,  with  an  occasional  spice  thrown  in 
of  modern  scandal ;  and  when  they  did  adjourn 
they  tarried  in  the  drawing-room  only  long 
enough  to  swallow  their  coffee  up-standing,  on 
their  way  to  tlie  smoking-room  beyond.  It 
was  perfectly  understood  that  tlic  womankind 
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were  not  expected  to  preside  over  this  refresh- 
ment, unless  they  fancied  it ;  and  as  the  sitting 
was  unusually  late  on  that  especial  night,  no- 
body but  Lord  Atherstone  was  surprised  to  find 
them  gone  to  their  rest.  It  was  something 
more  than  surprise  that  he  felt,  if  tlie  truth 
must  be  told.  Chafing  at  his  own  weakness, 
he  was  fain  to  confess  that  he  was  really  dis- 
appointed when,  on  entering,  he  saw  that  no 
gleam  of  snowy  drapery  relieved  the  darkness 
of  the  half-lighted  room.  He  saw  that  gleam- 
ing more  than  once  before  morning  broke  in 
the  course  of  his  troubled  dreams. 


MISS  BRIDGET'S  CHRISTMAS-BOX. 

MISS  BRIDGET  was  an  old  maid  ;  that  is, 
she  had  been  so  long  recognized  and 
known  as  "Miss  Bridget"  that  her  friends  and 
neighbors  would  have  scouted  the  idea  of  her 
ever  being  called  by  any  other  name.  There 
had  been,  to  be  sure,  vague  rumors  of  an  early 
fondness  on  her  part  for  some  curly -headed 
youth  ;  but  whether  that  fondness  had  been 
reciprocated  or  not  was  a  question  only  set  at 
rest  by  the  general  opinion  that  no  one  could 
ever  know  Miss  Bridget  without  loving  her;  so 
it  was  generously  conceded  that  tlie  curly- 
headed  youth  had  gone  to  sea  and  been  ship- 
wrecked and  drowned,  i.nd  that  Miss  Bridget 
had  "  worn  the  willow"  ever  since,  and  would 
always  continue  so  to  do,  for  his  sweet  sake. 

The  only  reason  for  this  sad  and  catastrophic- 
al  supposition  rested  in  the  known  possession, 
by  Miss  Bridget,  of  a  miniature  representing 
a  young  man  having  large  blue  eyes  and  curl- 
ing light  hair,  and  clad  in  a  blue  jacket ;  yet  on 
this  slender  hypothesis  was  erected  a  coni])lete 
sea-faring  romance,  Avhich  the  younger  of  Miss 
Bridget's  friends  delighted  in  rehearsing  for  her 
edification  whenever  they  felt  in  a  peculiarly 
tantalizing  humor — delighted  chiefly  because 
of  the  perfectly  charming  blush  the  story  brought 
to  Miss  Bridget's  cheeks,  and  the  marvelously 
tender  smile  with  which  it  softened  the  rather 
sad  lines  of  her  mouth. 

Miss  Bridget  lived  in  a  large  old  stone  house 
in  a  street  which  had  once  been  in  the  suburbs 
of  the  great  city,  and  where  residences  had 
been  sparsely  scattered  about,  and  were  of  a 
more  substantial  character  than  those  usually 
erected. 

But  the  great  city  in  its  progress  had  caught 
up  with  this  street,  lined  it  with  blocks  of  flar- 
ing red  brick  houses,  and  rushed  onward,  far 
out  into  the  country. 

Miss  Bridget  could  have  disposed  of  her  jtrop- 
erty  at  a  very  high  figure  if  she  had  felt  so  in- 
clined ;  but  she  did  not,  and  no  iiulnccments 
could  change  her  o|)inions  on  this  question  ;  so 
she  continued  to  live  there,  isolated,  though  in 
the  midst  of  a  constantly  chnnging  crowd  of 
inhabitants,  and  her  dwellitig  stood  out  from 
among  its  modern  neighbors  —  among  them, 
but  not  of  them. 

It  Avas  a  stately,  solid,  sqnare-Imilt  mansion, 
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with  a  home -like  and  comforting  look,  not 
shared  with  any  of  "  those  others." 

It  stood  in  the  centre  of  several  lots  of 
ground,  was  possessed  of  a  lawn  and  fine  old 
shade  trees  in  front,  and  a  flower  and  fruit 
garden  behind,  and  was  shut  in  from  the  out- 
side world,  and  all  noise  and  confusion,  by  a 
high  stone-wall  and  a  strong  oaken  gate,  stud- 
ded with  big  iron  nail-heads. 

From  the  polished  iron  mastiffs  that  guarded 
the  portal,  to  the  brass  knobs  and  the  brass 
knocker  of  the  front-door,  all  was  shiny  and 
in  order.  The  interior  of  the  house  was  a 
marvel  of  neatness  and  comfort.  The  massive 
furniture,  darkened  by  age  and  daily  friction, 
though  unfashionable  and  out  of  date,  was  state- 
ly and  comfortable. 

The  bright  cannel-coal  fire  in  the  sitting- 
room,  that  flashed  in  the  large  open  grate  as 
soon  as  the  brown  leaves  in  the  garden  began 
to  fall,  was  a  charm  in  itself. 

The  polished  brass  fire-dogs  and  fender — 
more  for  ornament  than  use — reminded  one 
of  the  stability  and  security  of  olden  times. 
And  when  Miss  Bridget  could  be  seen  sitting 
in  front  of  the  fire  at  dusk,  with  some  of  her 
young  friends  about  her,  the  scene  of  hon\,e 
comfort  and  quietude  was  complete. 

Miss  Bridget's  household  was  orderly  through 
a  system  which  had  been  followed  for  forty  years 
— in  fact,  ever  since  she  was  a  baby,  and  a  beau- 
tiful young  mother  and  a?  strong  manly  father  sat 
in  the  room  she  now  occupied. 

The  same  highly-respectable  butler — white- 
haired  and  time-worn  —  waited  at  table;  the 
same  fat  and  equally  respectable  housekeeper 
managed  her  domestic  concerns  who  had  man- 
aged them  for  her  mother  before  her.  The  life 
in  the  stone  house  was,  in  fact,  one  of  the  last 
relics  of  the  life  of  a  half  century  before,  when 
it  was  a  hope  and  a  joy  to  have  lived  at  all, 
instead  of  a  disease  and  an  insanity,  as  it  is 
nowadays. 

Miss  Bridget  formed,  in  truth,  a  connecting 
link  between  the  old  and  the  new.  Her  recol- 
lections were  of  the  past  and  of  the  old — but 
rather  by  tradition  than  by  actual  experience, 
for  she  was  only  forty — while  her  associations 
seemed  ever  with  the  young. 

"With  old  people  she  did  not  assimilate ;  and 
almost  daily  she  would  be  found  surrounded  by 
young,  charming,  and  gaudy  creatures — butter- 
flies of  the  fashionable  world — who  sought  in 
Miss  Bridget's  society  a  nameless  charm  which 
seemed  to  soothe  the  feverish  excitement  under 
which  they  lived,  and  to  remind  them  of  an  ex- 
istence more  beautiful  if  less  brilliant,  and  ten- 
der and  sweet  in  its  every  element  of  orderly 
repose  and  refinement.  Miss  Bridget  was  pos- 
sessed of  a  competence,  and  of  competent  serv- 
ants, honest  withal,  to  dispense  it ;  therefore  her 
domestic  avocations  were  few. 

Many  of  her  friends  wondered  how  she  occu- 
pied her  time,  since  she  was  never  seen  with 
crochet  or  Berlin  -  wool  employment  in  her 
hands.     True,  she  read  much,  and  of  the 


newest ;  and  her  music  was  something  to  be 
remembered,  as  of  the  utterance  of  an  harmo- 
nious soul  through  sympathetic  fingers.  Still, 
the  greater  portion  of  her  time  was  unaccount- 
ed for  to  the  curious. 

Meanwhile  there  was  wretchedness  and  sor- 
row and  starvation  in  the  by-ways  of  the  great 
city  that  recognized  in  her  an  angel  of  mercy 
and  a  constant  savior  from  the  worst  of  evils. 

There  were  poor,  down -trodden  creatures 
who  could  have  told  how  many  of  Miss  Bridg- 
et's hours  were  dispensed. 

But  she  held  conversation  between  her  right 
and  her  left  hand  on  such  topics  to  be  a  vanity 
and  unworthy,  and  therefore  these  acts  of  hers 
passed  into  the  Divine  record,  unknown  of 
men. 

That  she  was  ever  amiable,  kindly,  and  gen- 
erous, was  a  general  reputation  which  she  had 
achieved  by  the  mere  force  of  her  personality  ; 
but  those  who  so  believed  her  would  have  been 
at  a  loss  for  details  to  attest  its  truth. 

Meanwhile  there  were  none  who  did  not  es- 
teem her  happy  above  most,  for  that  she  was 
tranquil  and  uncomplaining.  And  these  v/ould 
have  marveled  had  they  read  her  heart,  and 
known  that  hers  had  been  a  life  of  bitter  disap- 
pointment, as  well  as  of  entire  self-abnegation  ; 
yet  such  it  was. 

The  intuition  which  grasps  at  truth,  even  un- 
knowingly, had  seized  the  secret  of  her  heart  in 
its  furtive  decision  on  the  merits  of  the  hidden 
miniature  romance. 

Twenty  years  before  Miss  Bridget  had  loved 
and  been  loved  by  the  curly-headed  young  man 
whose  portrait  she  preserved ;  and  the  separa- 
tion of  the  threads  of  their  lives,  which  ought 
to  have  been  woven  together  perpetually,  had 
been  the  sad,  sore  episode  which  had  chastened 
and  saddened  a  spirit  full  of  bright  enjoyment 
and  capacity  for  the  perfection  of  earthly  hap- 
piness. He  had  been  poor,  and  she  had  been 
rich  ;  and  their  story,  like  most  sad  ones,  was  a 
short  one. 

A  few  months  of  constant  association  and 
of  growing  love,  and  then  the  sickening  disap- 
pointment of  blighted  hopes,  and  the  young 
man  had  donned  the  blue  jacket  in  v/hich  the 
artist  had  painted  him,  and  had  departed  across 
seas,  and  they  had  never  met  since. 

Even  correspondence  was  forbidden  them  by 
her  parents — who  loved  their  only  child  with 
that  ignorant  love  that  does  not  foresee ;  and, 
as  she  was  dutiful  and  he  was  proud,  the  thread 
had  been  cut,  and  they  had  drifted  widely  asun- 
der. 

It  had  been  in  the  autumn  that  he  had  gone 
away  from  her ;  and  ever  since,  and  now,  when 
the  season  had  returned,  and  the  brown  leaves 
pattered  on  the  stone  walks  in  the  garden,  she 
had  felt  the  sadness  of  her  crushed-out  longings 
and  hopes  press  heavily  upon  her. 

Now,  when  the  shrill  blasts  were  wailing 
mournfully  outside,  and  the  Christmas-tide — 
which  promised  to  be  green  that  year — was  only 
a  day  off,  the  depression  of  her  spirits  seemed 
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almost  beyond  the  control  of  lier  dearly-bought 
self-command. 

It  was  toward  dusk  on  Christmas-eve,  and 
she  sat  alone  by  the  bright  fire  in  the  sitting- 
room,  and  that  she  might  for  once  accept  the 
painful  pleasure  of  reminiscence,  she  let  her 
memory  carry  her  back  to  those  halcyon  days 
twenty  years  gone. 

She  had  been  surrounded  by  a  group  of  young 
and  happy  beauties  all  the  afternoon;  but  they 
had  dropped  away  and  left  h(?r  alone ;  and  so 
she  sat,  deep  in  thought,  when  a  loud  rap  of  the 
knocker  startled  her  for  a  moment,  and  she 
came  out  of  her  reverie,  thinking  it  might  be 
the  return  of  one  of  her  late  visitors,  or  a  new 
one ;  and  so  her  face,  which  had  for  a  few  mo- 
ments become  hard  with  lines  of  unrest,  soft- 
ened into  its  usual  placidity. 

The  door  of  the  sitting-room  opened,  and  the 
butler  appeared,  bearing  a  small,  rough-looking 
box. 

"It's  a  box,  marm,  just  left  here  by  a  sailor- 
chap,  who  said  he  was  sent  by  the  captain  of 
a  ship,  and  told  to  leave  it,  and  no  answer.  Will 
I  bring  it  in  here,  marm  ?" 

"Yes,  Joseph,"  said  Miss  Bridget.  "You 
may  place  it  here  at  my  feet,  and  bring  some- 
thing to  open  it." 

The  butler  placed  it  on  the  rug  at  her  feet 
and  left  the  room.  Miss  Bridget  examined  the 
direction  curiously. 

It  read  thus : 

"To  Miss  Bridget  Cclvek, 

No.  2    Street, 

Kew  York." 

It  was  bound  with  hoops  of  iron,  and  bore  the 
appearance  of  having  traveled  ;  but  the  outside 
gave  no  clew  to  its  source. 

The  butler  returned,  and  after  some  trouble 
removed  the  lid,  and  retired. 

The  contents  of  the  box  were  wrapped  in  a 
covering  of  oil-silk  ;  and  Miss  Bridget  removed 
tills,  and  found  beneath — a  worn-out  and  faded 
bluejacket,  a  sailor's  hat  and  knife,  and,  wrapped 
in  a  bit  of  the  same  silk,  the  companion-picture 
of  the  miniature  of  the  curly-headed  young  man 
— a  portrait  of  a  beautiful  girl,  apparently  about 
twenty  years  of  age. 

Miss  Bridget  held  these  things  for  a  moment 
in  her  hands ;  then  she  folded  them  slowly  to- 
gether, and  rising  from  her  knees,  walked  qui- 
etly out  of  the  room  and  up  stairs,  leaving  the 
empty  box  on  the  floor. 

When  the  maid  knocked  at  her  bedroom 
door,  half  an  hour  later,  to  call  her  for  tea, 
Miss  Bridget  answered  that  she  was  ill,  and  de- 
sired not  to  be  disturbed  until  morning. 

That  Christmas-eve  the  winds  mounted  high- 
er and  higher,  and  whistled  more  and  more 
drearily  about  the  old  stone  house,  and  rattled 
the  window-panes,  and  banged  the  blinds  of  the 
flaring  brick  houses  in  the  neighljorliood,  and 
was  altogether  wild  and  uncomfortable  and  pit- 
iless. 

And  at  about  midnight  there  came  up  a  ter- 
rific snow-storm,  and  at  once  annihilated  all  the 
Vol.  XL.— Xo.  230.— 19 


289 

possibilities  of  a  "green  Christmas,"  which,  ac- 
cording to  ancient  superstition,  "makes  a  fat 
church-yard." 

And  on  the  Christmas  morrow  the  snow  lav 
heavily  upon  the  trees,  and  was  banked  up  in 
drifts  all  about  the  stone  house ;  but  the  sun 
shone  merrily,  and  flashed  brilliantly  on  the 
bright  crystals;  and  early  sleigh-bells  awoke 
Miss  Bridget,  where  she  had  thrown  herself,  in 
her  clothes,  on  the  couch  in  her  bedroom,  witli 
her  head  resting  on  the  old,  torn,  and  weather- 
stained  blue  jacket,  and  the  two  miniatures 
clasped  in  her  hand. 

And  late  she  rose  and  made  her  toilet,  and 
went  down  stairs  to  cat  her  lonely  Christmas 
breakfast ;  and  on  the  stairs  she  was  met  by 
the  maid,  who  said  there  was  a  gentleman  in 
the  sitting-room  who  insisted  on  seeing  her. 
And  so  Miss  Bridget,  who,  though  in  trouble 
herself,  would  inconvenience  no  one  else,  enter- 
ed the  sitting-room,  and  saw  by  the  window  a 
tall  gentleman,  Avith  thick,  curling  brown  hair, 
who,  turning  and  seeing  her,  made  three  steps 
and  took  her  in  his  arms,  and  held  her  so  close 
to  his  breast  that,  if  he  had  not  had  the  curling 
brovvn  hair,  and  the  large  blue  eyes,  and  the 
frank,  open  face  of  the  miniature  we  wot  of,  we 
should  have  deemed  it  strange,  believing,  as 
Miss  Bridget  had,  that  he  was  buried  in  the 
sea,  and  had  sent  his  blue  jacket  home  to  her 
as  a  token — a  most  foolish  supposition  truly, 
for  "dead  men  tell  no  talcs." 

And  so  Miss  Bridget  did  change  her  name 
after  all,  and  in  spite  of  the  confident  prognos- 
tications of  her  friends.  But  she  never  could 
quite  forgive  her  sailor-husband  for  the  shock 
and  the  dreadful  grief  she  experienced  when 
she  discovered  the  contents  of  his  Christmas- 
box. 


THE  COMIC  SIDE  OF  LIFE. 

LAUGHTER  is  tlie  language  of  merriment 
— the  speech  of  humor — the  eloquence  of 
fun.  AVithout  it  wit  becomes  cold  and  pulse- 
less, and  social  chat  loses  its  attractiveness  and 
life.  It  infuses  a  spirit  of  cheerfulness  into 
whatever  circle  of  society  it  reaches.  "  It  is 
endemic,  epidemic,  and  si)oradic,  and  all  are 
sure  to  catcli  it  who  come  within  its  reach." 
A  good  laugher  is  a  welcome  guest  at  every 
gathering,  unless  it  be  a  funeral:  and  even  at 
such  a  gathering  he  is  not  to  be  excluded,  be- 
cause pathos  and  humor  are  so  closely  allied — 
the  latter,  it  is  said,  secretes  tears.  We  know 
that  Hood,  the  king  of  humorists,  wrote  "The 
Bridge  of  Sighs,"  and  that  the  words  of  that 
poem  sound  like  "  the  dropjnng  of  tears  from 
the  caves  of  the  eyelids."  A  j)leasaiit  wag  wlio 
laughs  with  every  body,  and  who  hiiighs  at  ev- 
ery thing  which  is  ridiculous,  can  be  a  useful 
man  in  his  neighborhood.  He  will  be  consid- 
ered the  "caustic  surveyor  of  events,"  the  crit- 
ic of  society,  who  weighs  and  measures  our 
words  and  actions.  He  laughs  at  the  Grecian 
bend,  and  the  cclio  of  his  mirth  reaches  tiic 
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ears  of  those  who  "  stoop  to  conquer ;"  and  aft- 
er his  laughter  comes  the  lesson  of  "  bend  over 
the  wash-tub"  and  "bend  over  the  cradle,"  but 
not  upon  Broadway.  "He  recasts,  restamps, 
refurbishes,  and  recirculates  the  old  pieces  of 
wit,"  as  men  in  the  mint  change  Spanish  dol- 
lars and  French  francs  into  American  coin. 

When  you  meet  such  a  man  in  the  arena  of 
discussion  it  is  folly  to  argue  with  him.  You 
can  not  put  down  a  pun  by  the  use  of  the 
most  profound  philosophy.  Argument  will  not 
answer  a  joke.  If  you  open  your  mouth  to 
reason  the  case  you  may  find  yourself  in  the 
position  of  Munchausen's  lion,  which  swallowed 
the  ass  and  found  itself  in  the  harness  dragging 
the  chariot.  You  must  put  him  down  with  the 
logic  of  laughter,  or  suffer  defeat.  If  he  puns, 
pun  back.  If  he  jokes,  joke  back.  If  he  dim- 
ples the  town  with  laughter  at  your  expense, 
join  with  the  laughers  and  show  that  you  can 
appreciate  a  good  thing.  Lord  Chatham  asked 
Henniker  to  define  wit.  "Wit,"  replied  the 
wag,  "is  like  a  pension  bestowed  by  your 
Lordship  upon  your  humble  servant — a  good, 
thing  well  applied."  When  a  man  becomes 
angry  at  a  joke  circulated  at  his  expense  he  is 
like  the  eagle  which  stole  the  meat  from  the 
altar  of  the  gods,  and  burned  the  nest  with  the 
brand  which  accompanied  the  sacrifice.  If  he 
flames  out  in  indignant  rejoinder  his  hot  thought 
consumes  his  self-control,  and  he  will  make 
himself  contemptible  because  somebody  else  has 
made  him  ridiculous. 

When  a  wag  flashes  his  wit  in  your  face,  dip 
the  torch  of  your  wit  into  the  "sun  of  your 
genius,"  if  you  have  no  genius,  into  the  light  of 
some  other  person's  sun,  and  light  up  the  firm- 
ament of  fun  at  his  cost,  or  join  with  the  mul- 
titude "in  showing  teeth  without  biting."  You 
must,  however,  always  keep  truth  and  justice 
on  your  side.  Truth  and  justice  have  a  cuirass 
so  impenetrable  that  the  arrows  of  wit  and  hu- 
mor rattle  about  them  as  harmlessly  as  hail  on 
the  helmets  of  the  gods.  It  is  impossible  to 
laugh  truth  into  a  lie,  or  to  extinguish  justice 
by  ridicule  culminating  in  roars  of  laughter. 
Dr.  Bethune,  the  poet  and  preacher,  and  a  man 
of  weight  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  on  being 
introduced  to  a  tall,  thin  minister  of  the  "  Bap- 
tist persuasion,"  remarked,  "Shrunk  after  the 
wetting,  I  see  I"  This  specimen  of  genuine  hu- 
mor, with  just  enough  wit  in  it  to  make  it 
"sparkle  like  salt  in  fire,"  could  not  fiiil  to  pro- 
voke a  smile.  Had  it  kindled  anger,  the  shrink- 
ing of  the  body  would  have  been  followed  by 
the  shriveling  of  the  soul. 

A  New  York  Bohemian,  speaking  of  the 
price  of  meat,  said  that  "beef  was  never  so 
high  since  the  cow  jumped  over  the  moon." 
Now  this  is  pure  humor,  and  the  author  of  it 
laughs  with  every  body,  and  he  laughs  at  no- 
body. I  shall  not  attempt  the  difficult  task  of 
defining  wit  and  humor,  Hazlitt  says  :  "Dr. 
Fuller's  remark,  that  the  negro  is  the  image 
of  God  cut  in  ebony,  is  humor;  and  that  Horace 
Smith's  inversion  of  it.  that  the  task-master  is 


the  image  of  the  devil  cut  in  ivory,  is  wit.'' 
Wit  and  humor  are  as  closely  related  as  the 
Siamese  twins,  and  like  that  couple  they  go 
together,  and  it  requires  a  sharp  blade  to 
separate  them.  Fun  is  a  fine  art,  and  he  who 
is  master  of  it  will  know  how  to  stop  short  of 
that  line  which  separates  it  from  the  absurd 
and  ridiculous.  Wit  is  crank,  scornful,  an- 
alytical. It  makes  invidious  contrasts,  toss- 
es analogies  in  your  teeth,  spoils  no  good 
stories  for  relation's  sake.  It  shoots  a  feath- 
ered shaft  before  you  can  lift  a  shield,  and  is 
sure  to  hit  a  tender  spot.  If  a  man  were  as 
invulnerable  as  Achilles,  whose  soft  spot  was  in 
his  heel,  it  would  be  sure  to  wound  him  unless 
he  Avore  thick  boots,  which,  unlike  his  lips, 
should  be  water-proof.  Americans  do  not 
laugh  enough.  We  scarcely  recognize  the 
comic  side  of  life.  Artemus  "  the  delicious,"  as 
the  author  of  "  Grifiith  Gaunt"  calls  him,  shook 
our  sides  with  laughter,  and  a  few  others  did 
so — all  of  them,  however,  can  be  counted  on 
the  fingers  of  two  hands.  These  jokers  have 
made  us  laugh  a  little  when  out  of  the  range 
of  the  roars  of  bulls  andxbears  in  Wall  Street ; 
but  we,  as  a  people,  have  failed  to  sustain  first- 
class  comic  journals.  The  humor  of  Lowell 
and  Holmes  and  the  wit  of  Saxe  are  apprecia- 
ted by  a  few — the  choice  few — because  the 
-aroma  of  their  poetry  gives  a  pleasant  odor  to 
their  merriment.  Mirth  follows  us  in  the 
street,  and  overtakes  us  at  our  occupations  ;  it 
tickles  the  rib  of  sleep,  even.  Why,  then,  do  we 
not  respond  to  her  exhibitions  of  cheerfulness  ? 
Because  we  are  in  haste  to  nail  a  bargain  or 
fasten  a  contract.  Because  we  want  to  watch 
the  money  market — so  many  are  "  teetering"  on 
the  beam  of  speculation.  Now  gold  goes  up, 
and  they  go  down.  Now  stock  goes  down,  and 
they  go  up.  Thus  they  "  teeter"  day  after  day, 
and  when  they  tumble  headlong  in  the  crowd, 
they  can  not  see  where  the  joke  comes  in. 
Beecher  says  that  the  creed  of  most  men  is  : 
"The  chief  end  of  man  is  to  glorify  gold. 
Life  is  the  time  afl"orded  by  Heaven  to  man  to 
get  rich  in,  death  the  termination  of  a  great 
speculation,  heaven  a  place  where  the  streets 
are  paved  with  gold,  and  hell  a  place  where 
shiftless  men  are  punished  with  everlasting 
poverty."  As  we  grow  older  and  more  opu- 
lent, yve  shall  have  more  leisure  and  more  time 
for  laughing.  As  it  is,  there  are  multitudes 
who  find  time  to  laugh,  and  they  find  that 
"laughter  doeth  good  like  a  medicine."  We 
see  in  the  lowest  phases  of  mirth  little  to  laugh 
at ;  it  crops  out  in  puns  and  sudden  turns  of 
language,  and  is  to  the  genuine  article  what 
tinsel  is  to  gold — we  smile  at  it  once,  and  then 
forget  it. 

Puns  are  the  erysipelas  of  speech.  Four 
puns  out  of  five  are  failures.  Holmes  says  no 
young  man  or  woman  should  indulge  the  habit 
of  coining  puns,  for  it  debases  the  currency  of 
language.  "A  punster  is  like  a  boy  who  puts 
pennies  on  the  railroad  track — he  may  upset  a 
whole  freight  train  of  conversation  in  his  eff'orts 
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to  flatten  a  witticism,"  Hood  said,  "  If  I  were 
jBM?iished  for  every  2>un  I  shed,  I  should  not 
have  a.  puny  shed  in  which  to  hide  my  yjw/zished 
head."  The  highest,  purest,  and  most  perfect 
specimens  of  wit  ring  like  the  music  of  golden 
eagles  when  dropped  on  marble.  A  good  pun 
must  have  three  qualities — a  body  of  speech,  a 
soul  of  thought,  and  a  heart  of  sentiment. 
Words  without  thought  or  feeling  are  of  dead 
letters.  The  head  and  the  heart  must  put 
thought  and  feeling  into  the  syllables  before 
they  can  inspire  mirth. 

The  manager  of  a  theatre  in  St.  Louis  offered 
a  silver  cup  to  the  man  who  would  make  the 
best  conundrum.  This  won  the  prize  :  "  Why 
is  the  man  who  presents  this  cup  like  a  liquor- 
V  seller  ? — Because  he  presents  the  cup  which 
brings  many  to  the  pit,  while  those  above  are 
in  tiers."  Here  is  another:  '■^  Parva  scintilla 
magnum  ignem  incitet,^^  said  a  wag,  pointing  to 
a  small  man  who  was  courting  a  large  woman. 
He  said,  in  plain  English,  a  little  spark  kindles 
a  great  flame.  Eun  is  volatile,  and  assumes 
all  phases  and  postures — pinching  you  with 
quotations,  coruscating  in  conundrums,  laugh- 
ing at  you  from  behind  the  mask  of  metaphor, 
shooting  its  Attic  arrows  when  you  have  no 
fortress  to  fly  to.  An  English  bishop  said,  "  If 
the  devil  should  lose  his  tail,  he  could  get 
another  where  bad  spirits  are  retailed." 

Wit  is  artificial ;  humor  is  natural.  Wit  il- 
lustrates by  uncomplimentary  comparisons  ;  hu- 
mor is  careful  not  to  give  oflcnse. 

"  Have  you  seen  my  descent  into  hell?"  in- 
quired an  author,  a  great  bore,  who  had  Avrit- 
ten  a  book  with  a  fiery  title. 

"  No, "replied  Douglas  Jerrold,  "but  I  should 
like  to." 

' '  Do  you  see  any  thing  ridiculous  in  my  wig  ?" 
inquired  a  judge  of  Curran. 

"Nothing  but  the  head,"  was  the  reply. 

These  are  specimens  of  real  wit — wit  sharp 
as  a  Damascus  blade.  Some  one,  speaking  of 
Holmes,  said : 
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"  A  doctor  his  profession  runs  into  the  ground, 
And  some  of  his  patients  sleep  under  the  mound, 
Yet  his  wit  could  awaken  their  risible  cough, 
Though  their  spirits  had  gone  where  the  Croton's 
cut  off." 

Some  one  said  that  the  milkman's  favorite 
tune  should  be,  "  Shall  we  gather  at  the  river  ?" 
By  some  misadventure  the  Methodists  lost  their 
church  building  and  land  in  Hoboken,  where- 
upon a  wicked  wag  remarks,  "  They  may  read 
their  title  clear  in  heaven,  but  they  can  not  in 
Hoboken." 

It  is  unfair  to  bring  the  charge  of  profanity 
against  Avit  and  humor.  A  funny  blunder  of 
speech  in  church  is  all  the  more  laughable  be- 
cause we  looked  and  listened  for  something  sol- 
emn ;  and  when  we  heard  something  absurd 
or  ridiculous,  the  sudden  contrast  jolted  us  out 
of  the  serious  sphere  of  propriety,  and  we  were 
forced  to  laugh.  A  man,  tall,  awkward,  and 
ugly  of  feature,  arose  in  a  religious  meeting, 
and  while  the  tears  rolled  like  rain  down  his 
face,  said,  "Dear  friends,  I  have  been  an  awful 
sinner,  the  chief  among  ten  thousand,  and  the 
one  altogether  lovely!"  No  one  doubted  the 
sincerity  or  the  piety  of  the  poor  man,  but  his 
absurd  remarks  upset  the  gravity  of  the  minis- 
ter, and  overturned  the  solemn  influence  that 
previously  pervaded  the  audience,  so  that  a 
general  "  titter"  swept  from  the  pulpit  to  the 
porch. 

The  wit  of  Sydney  Smith  survives  his  ser- 
mons. The  humor  of  Henry  Ward  Beecher 
makes  him  the  most  attractive  preacher  in  the 
American  pulpit.  Humor  runs  through  his 
sermons  and  speeches  like  violets  in  a  harvest- 
field,  giving  sweet  odor  and  beauty  to  his  task 
when  he  stoops  to  put  in  the  sickle.  The  tem- 
perance reformers  can  afford  to  laugh  at  the 
wit  of  the  toper  who  said  that  the  fanatical 
temperanco  men  did  not  give  the  spirits  a 
fair  chance,  and  that  they  would  keep  on  fool- 
ing with  water  until  it  depopulates  the  earth 
again. 


THE  Golden  age  of  the  National  Academy  of 
New  York  is  passed.  There  was  a  time 
when  every  newspaper  spoke  of  its  annual  ex- 
hibitions with  profound  respect,  and  salutes  of 
public  praise  attended  the  opening  of  the  doors. 
The  Easy  Chair  has  occasionally  referred  to  those 
halcyon  days,  possibly  as  an  involuntary  conso- 
lation for  the  radical  change  which  was  evident- 
ly coming,  and  which  has  at  last  come.  Mean- 
while, indeed,  the  gory  T.  T.  has  changed  his 
base :  but  who  that  remembers  his  annual  and 
semi-annual  war- dances  and  brandishings  of 
sharp  and  shining  steel  around  the  hapless 
A.'s  and  N.A.'s,  Avho  were  bound  to  the  ex- 
piatory stake,  can  not  imagine  Avith  Avhat  air 
he  peruses,  at  his  tranquil  Parisian  distance, 
the  comments  of  the  newspapers  upon  the  win- 
ter exhibition  of  pictures 


Indeed  before  the  doors  opened,  before  the 
public  had  seen  a  picture,  the  papers  announced 
that  it  was  the  most  wretched  display  ever  offer- 
ed by  the  Academy ;  and  it  was  evidently  only 
their  good-natured  forbearance  that  prevented 
them  from  saymg  that  such  a  collection  was  an 
insult  to  the  public.  The  morning  after  the 
opening  reception  there  was  an  undisguised 
sneer  in  the  tone  of  the  comments.  "  There 
was  a  great  display  of  fine  dresses,"  said  the 
newspapers,  "and  a  great  deal  of  bowing  and 
courtesying  and  complimenting,  and  crowding 
and  chattering,  but  nobody  could  see  the  pic- 
tures or  cared  to;  which  was  fortunate,"  added 
Cato,  the  severe  journalist,  "because  they  are 
not  worth  seeing!"  Another,  witli  a  figurative 
snap  of  the  fingers  or  a  metaphorical  toss  of  the 
head,  exclaimed  that  the  exhibition  Avas  the  last 
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dying  kick  of  the  old  regime.  Others,  again, 
pitilessly  laughed  at  the  poor  pictures  (the  Easy 
Chair  protests  that  it  uses  the  word  as  a  kindly 
and  not  descriptive  qualifier),  and  loudly  declared 
that  if  any  thing  proved  the  necessity  of  a  refor- 
mation, a  revolution,  a  reconstruction,  root,  stem, 
and  branch,  lock,  stock,  and  barrel,  it  was  such 
an  unblushing  array  of  horrible  slanders  and  sat- 
ires upon  the  fine  arts. 

T.  T.  has  only  too  plainly  left  his  mantle  be- 
hind him.  But  Cato  and  the  public  ought  to  re- 
member the  instructive  tale  of  the  wheel-barrow 
that  was  ' '  broken  when  I  borrowed  it,  and  whole 
when  I  returned  it."  The  exhibition,  if  a  kick 
at  all,  is  one  of  birth,  not  of  death,  for  it  is  the 
first  under  the  reformed  council ;  but  it  certain- 
ly is  not  the  fault  of  that  or  of  any  council.  Our 
friends,  however,  may  need  a  word  of  explana- 
tion, for  the  politics  of  the  National  Academy  of 
Design  are  not  as  familiar  as  those  of  Tammany 
Hall.  When  New  York  was  a  smaller  city,  and 
when  painters  and  sculptors  were  few,  the  Acad- 
emy was  formed  and  incorporated ;  and  al- 
though really  local,  it  was  called,  by  a  pardon- 
able fiction,  National.  The  management,  as 
was  natural,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  older 
painters  in  the  city,  who  were  personal  friends, 
and  many  of  whom  were  enviably  eminent  in 
their  art.  Now  the  chief  function  of  the  Acad- 
emy was  to  provide  exhibitions,  and  to  maintain 
life  and  other  art  schools.  The  latter  have  never 
been  very  renowned,  and,  however  useful,  have 
been,  perhaps,  hardly  adequate.  But  the  exhibi- 
tions have  been  hitherto  popular  and  interesting. 

But  artists  of  every  kind  have  rapidly  multi- 
plied in  these  later  years.  New  men,  new  tal- 
ents, new  tastes,  new  schools,  have  appeared 
upon  every  side ;  while  the  establishment  of  deal- 
ers and  agents  in  foreign  pictures,  and  the  open- 
ing of  galleries  as  a  branch  of  a  general  business 
in  artists'  materials,  have  increased  the  public 
interest  in  the  subject,  and  have  stimulated  ri- 
valry and  competition  to  that  degree  that  some 
of  the  artists  really  seemed  to  think  a  kind  of 
prohibitory  tariff  upon  foreign  pictures  both  de- 
cent and  practicable.  Which  was  very  much  as 
if  American  poets  and  authors  should  move  for 
a  prohibitory  tariff"  against  foreign  poetry  and 
histories.  jNIeanwhile  tlie  steady  old  Academy 
held  an  even  keel  amidst  the  gusts  and  cross-cur- 
rents, the  older  artists  still  upon  the  quarter- 
deck, and  stiil — alas! — fighting  it  out  upon  that 
line.  That  line,  indeed,  must  Clio  sing,  if  she 
would  truly  relate  the  aesthetic  tale. 

The  controlling  members  of  the  Academy  are 
the  National  Academicians.  They  elect  their 
own  associates  and  ofiicers,  and,  of  course,  they 
manage  the  exhibitions.  The  exhibition,  as 
hath  been  said,  is  practically  the  chief  purpose 
of  the  Academy.  Upon  the  gallery  wall  at  ev- 
ery exhibition  there  is  a  line,  which,  like  the 
equator,  is  called  the  line.  It  is  the  line  of  most 
favorable  exposure  for  a  picture,  and  of  course 
it  is  most  eagerly  sought.  But  walls  are  limited, 
and  lines  upon  them  necessarily  short.  When, 
therefore,  the  artists  have  become  Legion,  and 
each  of  them  paints  many  pictures,  and  the  few 
who  are  Academicians  vn%\\  to  hang  more  than 
one  of  their  pictures  upon  the  line,  and  have  the 
power  to  do  what  they  wish,  and  exercise  that 
power,  those  whose  works  are  hung  near  the 
cornice,  to  be  surveyed  through  telescopes  and 


other  optical  conA'eniences,  or  upon  the  mop- 
board,  to  be  seen  only  by  worshiping  them  upon 
your  knees — those,  we  say,  who  are  thus  thro^^^l 
up  or  cast  down,  and  who  see  works  which  they 
believe  to  be  signally  inferior  to  theirs  serenely 
displayed  upon  the  line,  all  of  them  being  the 
productions  of  Academicians,  are  naturally  indig- 
nant, and  their  wrath  is  the  hot-bed  of  revolu- 
tion. 

The  moment  the  fires  of  revolution  begin  to 
burn  they  find  plenty  of  fuel.  It  was,  therefore, 
soon  discovered  that  the  Academy  was  antiqua- 
ted, hide-bound,  old  fogy,  antediluvian.  It  was 
a  mutual-admiration  club  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Managing  Committee.  Young  blood  had  no 
chance.  New  ideas  were  contraband.  Amer- 
ican art  was  asphyxiated.  The  Academy  must 
be  renewed  by  "Medea's  wondrous  alchemy." 
The  vigorous  young  Luthers  nailed  their  chal- 
lenge upon  the  door  of  the  temple.  There  was 
a  high  debate,  and  at  length  victoiy  substantially 
declared  for  the  refoi'mers.  Amendments  to  the 
Constitution  Avere  carried ;  a  new  Council  was 
elected ;  and  the  President,  although  re-elected, 
was  chosen  by  a  majority  too  lean  for  satisfac- 
tion, and  he  has  since  resigned.  It  is  not  as- 
serted that  he  has  not  done  his  duty  Avell,  but 
only  that  new  epochs  demand  new  men.  More- 
over, with  a  skill  that  reveals  the  genius  of  states- 
men, the  revolutionary  chiefs,  knowing  that  when 
a  President  vacated  his  place  it  was  filled  by  the 
Vice-President,  who  was,  as  they  held,  identified 
with  the  old  regime,  carried  an  amendment  that 
the  Council  should  henceforth  name  the  successor 
to  a  resigning  President.  Their  expectation, 
therefore,  doubtless  is,  that  when  the  revolution- 
ary or  reform  Council  has  selected  a  President 
in  their  sympathy,  the  Vice-President,  touched 
by  what  he  may  consider  an  indirect  vote  of  want 
of  confidence,  will  also  retire.  The  Vice-Pres- 
ident, however,  may  prefer  to  disappoint  Avhat 
may  seem  to  him  an  unfair  expectation,  and  to 
appeal  directly  to  the  Academy  itself,  by  retain- 
ing his  position,  and  presenting  himself  for  re- 
election. 

This  is  the  situation  in  Avhich  the  winter  ex- 
hibition has  opened.  The  Easy  Chair  can  not 
learn  that  there  is  any  specific  charge  of  any 
kind  against  any  of  the  old  officers.  The  only 
difficulty  is,  fogyism.  Awful  word !  Awful 
thing — if  only  we  could  find  out  what  it  is  ! 

When  some  fluent  gentleman  declares  v/ith 
ardor  that  he  believes,  let  us  say,  the  amiable 
ex-President,  Mr.  Fillmore,  to  be  an  old  fogy, 
we  may  not  agree  in  so  rash  an  opinion ;  but 
we  shall  probably  confess  that  we  perceive  a 
faint  glimmering  of  an  idea  of  his  possible 
meaning.  But  when  some  other  fluent  person 
describes  Mr.  Wendell  Phillips  also  as  an  old 
fogy,  the  faint  glimmer  of  an  idea  is  suddenly 
extinguished,  and  we  are  left  wallowing  in  tlie 
black  void  of  ignorance.  The  truth  is,  that  the 
difficulty  lies  deeper,  probably,  than  the  person- 
ality of  the  officers  of  the  Academy.  If  art  lan- 
guishes, if  the  public  interest  in  pictures  falters, 
if  painters  prefer  to  exhibit  their  new  works  at 
Schauss's,  or  Snedicor  s,  or  at  any  other  similar 
gallery,  if,  in  one  ugly  word,  good  pictures  are 
not  constantly  painted  and  exhibited,  can  any 
revolution  or  reform  at  the  Academy  help  it? 
If  every  officer  suspected  of  old  fogyism  were 
condemned  to  have  his  head  knocked  against 
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the  undeveloped  heads  of  the  stone  cohimns 
above  the  stairway  in  the  Academy  building — 
and  the  sentence  were  executed  by  knocking 
each  head  axi  pied  de  la  lettre — would  the  next 
exhibition  probably  present  us  with  more  Ti- 
tianesque  portraits,  more  Claudian  landscapes, 
on  or  off  the  line  ? 

Indeed,  the  agitation  brings  us  foce  to  face 
with  the  old  question,  whether,  upon  the  whole, 
an  Academy  is  not  likely  to  do  more  harm  than 
good?  If  it  provides  an  exhibition,  and  hangs 
poor  pictures  in  honorable  places,  merely  be- 
cause the  painters  hold  honorable  offices  in  the 
Academy,  it  is  a  public  nuisance,  because  it 
confuses  and  outrages  the  public  taste.  If 
-some  new-lighted  messenger  from  Mercury  or 
Jupiter  were  to  tlumder  upon  the  beautiful  door 
of  the  Academy  Palace,  and  demand  in  a  loud 
voice  whether  that  institution  honored  merit 
above  all  things — and  whether  its  organization 
was  such  as  to  secure  the  honoring  of  merit  or 
the  gratihcation  of  personal  vanity  and  mutual 
admiration — what  would  be  the  answer  of  the 
council?  If  they  could  step  to  the  door  and 
with  their  hands  upon  their  hearts  declare  that 
they  souglit  merit  only,  the  messenger  might 
wing  his  way  homeward  and  rejjort  the  glad 
tidings ;  and  in  Mercury  and  Jupiter  he  would 
undoubtedly  be  believed. 

The  difficulty  with  any  Academy  of  art  is  its 
tendency  to  raise  a  false  standard.  Its  advant- 
age is  that  of  all  association  —  greater  facility 
of  study  and  labor.  If  the  Easy  Chair  were 
a  painter  })ainting  away  morning  and  evening 
upon  his  great  work,  which  it  would  be  very 
sure  was  about  to  usher  in  the  full  noontide 
glory  of  American  art,  and  knew  too  that  when 
it  was  done  there  was  provided  a  noble  space  for 
its  due  exhibition  in  the  most  beautiful  of  build- 
ings, to  which  the  public  thronged,  and  where  the 
accomplished  and  discriminating  Catos  of  the 
press  could  conveniently  contemplate  and  ad- 
mire that  great  Avork  displayed  in  the  best  light, 
the  Easy  C^hair  would  be  very  humbly  grateful. 
How  many  Catos  would  ever  find  it  out  in  the  Easy 
Chair's  attic  studio?  How  much  public  would 
clamber  singly  up  those  stairs  ?  Moreover,  how 
could  the  Easy  Chair  afford  to  hire  models,  and 
where  could  it  study  the  noble  figures  of  the  an- 
tique ? 

These  are  the  advantages  of  an  Academy,  and 
its  disadvantages  are  obviated  in  our  day  by  the 
competition  of  the  separate,  individual  public  gal- 
leries on  Broadway  and  elsewhere.  And  surely 
an  association  of  artists  which  should  furnish 
good  collections,  good  life  schools,  and  conven- 
ient and  pleasant  rooms,  in  Avhich  the  best  pic- 
tures should  be  hung  in  the  best  places  for  pub- 
lic view,  would  be  an  ideal  Academy.  If  hu- 
man nature  forbids  the  hope  of  such  a  combina- 
tion, human  nature  interposes  serious  objections 
to  an  Academy. 


The  Easy  Chair  was  the  other  day  talking 
with  an  intelligent  hard-working  man  about  the 
signs  of  the  times,  who  said  that  the  remedy  for 
our  difficulties  was  the  temperance  movement. 
"We  have,"  said  he,  "  a  very  large  number  of 
temperance  men,  and  when  we  are  a  little  stron- 
ger we  shall  suddenly  descend  into  politics  and 
clean  every  thing  up. "  It  was  certainly  pleas- 
ant to  know  that  the  besom  was  so  near ;  and 


the  Easy  Chair  fancied  that  the  words  of  its 
friend  sounded  like  the  distant  murmur  of  the 
approaching  river  that  swept  cleansing  through 
the  Augean  stable.  "  If  you  will  clean  us  up, 
come  on!"  it  cried;  and  its  friend  smiled,  as  if 
he  willingly  accepted  the  challenge. 

This  friend  was  what  is  called  a  working-man, 
although  that  is  a  technical  rather  than  an  act- 
ual distinction  in  this  country;  and  it  was  not 
very  long  before  that  the  Easy  Chair  had  been 
talking  with  a  member  of  Congress,  who  said, 
when  allusion  was  made  to  the  startling  spread 
of  drunkenness,  and  the  necessity  of  some  pub- 
lic action  :  "  Public  action,  indeed  !  They  talk 
about  grog-shops ;  well,  what  are  grog-shops  ? 
They  are  the  poor  man's  club."  And  he  went 
on  to  say  that  every  person  and  every  class  felt 
the  necessity  of  relaxation  and  excitement ;  and 
if  Dives  drank  his  Champagne  from  engraved 
glass  upon  his  black-walnut  table,  it  was  shame- 
ful that  Lazarus  should  not  have  his  dram  over 
the  counter.  "All  baggage,"  said  the  repre- 
sentative, "is  at  the  risk  of  the  owner  in  this 
world.  I  am  for  equal  laws."  The  meaning  of 
all  that  he  said  was,  that  his  constituents  loved 
their  drams,  and  if  he  voted  to  shut  up  the 
"poor  men's  clubs,"  the  poor  men  would  vote 
him  out  of  his  seat. 

Yet  whoever  has  seen  a  gin-palace  in  London 
understands  what  the  honorable  representative 
meant.  The  poor,  jaded,  famished,  sad  man 
or  woman  emerges  from  the  squalor  and  gloom 
and  chill  of  the  slum  which  is  called  home;  and 
there,  at  the  corner  of  the  busy,  bustling  street,  a 
blaze  of  light  and  warmth  and  society  and  com- 
fort, is  tiie  splendid  palace.  Vaguely  the  poor 
wanderer  feels  that  he  is  the  gloomy  squalor  that 
he  has  left,  and  that  the  dram  will  transform  him 
into  this  magnificence  and  ease.  Is  it  wonderful 
that  he  enters  the  door  which  seems  to  him  the 
gate  of  elysian  forgetfulness  ?  My  Lords  and 
gentlemen  have  the  Carleton,  the  Reform,  the 
Atheneum,  the  St.  James,  for  their  comfortable 
retreat ;  do  they  grudge  the  coal-heaver  his  club 
also  ?  Is  it  not  enough  to  be  poor  ?  Must  there 
be  no  solace  for  poverty  ?  What  is  this  shining 
corner  where  the  gaunt  figures  and  haggard  faces 
totter  and  leer  ?  It  is  the  palace  of  dreams.  Will 
you  bar  it  to  the  weariest  of  men  ? 

The  temptation  is  enormous.  It  has  a  thou- 
sand subtle  allies  in  the  appetites  and  imagina- 
tion. Its  consequences  can  not  be  tolerated  ; 
how  can  they  be  avoided?  It  is  very  plausible 
and  pretty  to  call  a  grog-shop  the  poor  man's 
club  ;  but  follow  the  poor  man  home,  good  Mr. 
Representative,  and  say  upon  your  honor  wheth- 
er you  think  that  the  husband  and  father  may 
rightfully  stupefy  himself  into  a  forgetfulness  of 
the  woes  which  his  stupefaction  makes  incon- 
ceivably sharper  for  his  family !  If  it  is  the 
poor  man's  club,  it  is  also  the  poor  woman's. 
Let  them  comfort  themselves  at  their  club— and 
if  the  children  starve  and  freeze,  what  then  ? 
Would  you  close  the  poor  man's  club  ?  Haven't 
he  and  his  wife  the  inalienable  right  of  intoxica- 
tion ?  What,  then,  can  we  do  ?  Close  the  clubs 
by  moral  suasion  ?  Yes  ;  but  is  it  not  remark- 
able that  the  temples  in  Avhich  moral  suasion  is 
most  lustily  preached  are  the  glittering  palaces 
at  the  corner?  Virtue,  indeed,  is  virtue  inde- 
pendently of  the  preacher.  Put  when  the  Rev. 
Riclnird  Turpin  denounces  highway  robbery,  or 
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Father  Bacchus  bids  us  beware  of  the  grape,  is 
the  sermon  as  cogent  as  it  might  be  ? 

A  law  to  prevent  drunkenness  by  prohibiting 
the  public  promiscuous  sale  of  intoxicating  drinks 
was  by  no  means  original  in  the  State  of  Maine. 
The  vice  is  as  old  as  our  race.  Our  ultimate  an- 
cestors, the  Vikings,  drank  fire-water  upon  earth 
and  quaffed  mead  in  Paradise  ;  our  more  recent 
progenitors  in  Great  Britain  drank  gin  and  grov- 
eled. A  gin-shop  in  Southwark,  London,  a  hun- 
dred and  thirty  years  ago  had  this  alluring  sign  : 
"Drunk  for  a  penny  :  Dead  drunk  for  tuppence  : 
Clean  straw  for  nothing."  What  more  could 
man,  the  image  of  his  Maker,  ask  ?  And  is  it 
wonderful  tliat  Swift,  diseased  and  half  frenzied, 
poured  out  his  profuse  contempt  in  Laputa  and 
the  Houyhnhnms  ?  People  often  died  of  drunk- 
enness in  the  taverns ;  and  there  was  a  temper- 
ance party,  even  then,  that  demanded  a  pro- 
hibitory law,  and  they  succeeded  in  carrying  a 
bill  through  Parliament  which  laid  upon  liquor  a 
tax  so  heavy  that  it  became  too  costly  for  the 
poor,  and  which  prohibited  the  sale  of  drams. 
Sir  Robert  Walpole,  whose  boozing  orgies  at 
Haughton  are  not  unknown,  finally  acquiesced 
in  the  law. 

On  the  29th  of  September  the  prohibitory  epoch 
was  to  begin.  As  the  day  approached,  the  mob, 
which  was  always  so  conspicuous  and  powerful 
an  element  in  British  politics,  began  to  stir.  The 
street-singers  sang  elegies  upon  "Mother  Gin." 
Caricatures  were  published  upon  "The  Funeral 
of  Madam  Geneva."  The  signs  of  the  gin-shops 
were  draped  with  mourning.  There  were  mock 
ceremonies  at  some  of  them  for  ' '  Madam  Ge- 
neva's Lying  in  State, "  which  occasioned  riots  ; 
and  on  the  fatal  day  the  newspaper  said  that 
some  people  got  soundly  drunk  at  the  funeral  of 
Madam  Gin.  The  drinkers  pawned  and  sold 
their  clothes  as  the  last  respect  they  could  show 
her  memory  ;  and  it  was  obseiTed,  says  the  pa- 
per quoted  by  Wright,  that  the  retailers'  shops 
were  crowded  for  two  or  three  days  before,  some 
of  the  customers  tippling  upon  the  spot,  others 
cariying  off  a  pint  or  a  gallon ;  and  the  owner 
of  one  of  the  shops  that  emptied  all  its  casks 
over  the  counter  asked,  with  sighs  of  sorrow,  ' '  Is 
not  this  a  barbarous  and  cruel  thing  that  I  must 
not  be  permitted  to  fill  them  again  ?"  The  vota- 
ries, many  of  them,  appeared  in  ragged  clothes, 
without  gowns,  and  with  one  stocking.  The  law 
was  evidently  M'hoUy  in  advance  of  public  opin- 
ion, and  it  was  therefore  evaded  and  disdained. 

When  the  ten-gallon  law  was  first  passed  in 
Massachusetts,  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  it 
was  equally  contemned  and  outwitted.  The  law 
against  nine-pins,  the  tradition  says,  could  not 
touch  ten-pins  ;  and  if  a  man  could  not  lawfully 
sell  you  a  dram  there  was  no  law  to  prevent  his 
giving  you  a  dram,  if  you  -would  pay  four-pence 
ha'penny  to  see  his  renowned  striped  pig.  It 
was  astonishing  how  rapidly  that  breed  of  swine 
multiplied,  and  what  an  enlightened  interest  in 
natural  history  seemed  to  animate  the  public. 
It  was  under  a  tent,  at  a  "militia  muster"  or 
"general  training,"  that  the  phenomenon  Avas 
first  exhibited,  and  the  taste  for  the  spectacle 
was  not  confined  to  that  peaceful  field.  But  the 
history  of  an  unpopular  law  with  our  race  is  al- 
ways the  same.  The  old  English  prohibitory  law 
of  173G  Avas  as  quietly  set  aside  as  the  New  En- 
gland ten-gallon  law  a  century  later.  There 


arose  instantly  two  classes — one  of  informers,  one 
of  hawkers  of  the  forbidden  bliss  under  other 
names. 

Some  people  suddenly  became  chemists  and 
apothecaries,  selling  chiefly  "  cholick  Avater"  and 
' '  gripe  water, "  and  announcing  that  they  gave 
"advice  gratis."  This  Avas  the  less  comic  imag- 
ination that  suggested  to  the  Yankee  the  striped 
pig.  But  the  humor  of  our  own  evasions  ap- 
pears in  the  answer  which  the  new  chemists  and 
apothecaries  made  to  the  justices,  who  inquired 
into  the  suspicious  sudden  increase  of  custom  at 
their  shops.  "Your  Honors,  the  late  act  has 
given  so  many  people  the  colic  that  our  patients 
have  enormously  multiplied."  The  dram-shops 
in  the  poor  quarters  of  London,  such  as  High 
Ilolborn,  St.  Giles,  Thieving  Lane,  Whitechap- 
el,  Shoreditch,  Old  Mint,  and  Rosemary  Lane, 
announced  a  list  of  new  drinks  :  Sangree,  Tom 
Roe,  Cuckolds  Comfort,  Parliament  Gin,  Make 
Shift,  The  Last  Shift,  The  Ladies'  Delight,  The 
Baulk,  King  Theodore  or  Corsica,  with  the  chem- 
ists' Cholic  and  Gripe  Avaters.  As  for  the  in- 
formers they  Avere  assaulted  every  where,  beaten, 
rolled  in  the  dirt,  pumped  upon,  ducked  in  horse- 
.  ponds,  and  sometimes  throAvn  into  the  riA'er. 
Mob  laAv  became  so  general  a  year  after  the  death 
of  Madam  GeneA-a  that  the  Government  pro- 
claimed a  reward  for  the  discovery  of  any  body 
implicated  in  attacks  upon  informers. 

The  popular  pressure  against  the  laAv  was  in- 
vincible, and  "in  174:3  it  was  repealed.  But  by 
1751  the  eA'il  of  drunkenness  had  again  become 
threatening.  Hogarth  attacked  it  in  his  ' '  Beer 
Street"  and  "  Gin  Lane,"  in  Avhich  last  he  intro- 
duced the  sign  of  the  Southwark  gin-shop.  A 
new  laAv  restricted  the  granting  of  licenses ;  but 
it  did  little  good.  Later,  in  1758,  Avhen  there 
AA^as  a  scarcity  of  corn,  a  laAv  prohibited  its  ex- 
portation and  the  distillation  of  spirits  from  it. 
In  17G0  came  the  debate  upon  its  repeal ;  and 
then  petitions  against  the  repeal,  asserting  that 
since  the  prohibition  the  general  health,  sobriety, 
and  industry  of  the  metropolis  had  greatly  in- 
creased ;  and  that  the  grand  juries  had  observed 
not  only  that  A'iolence,  murder,  and  suicide  often 
folloAved  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors,  but  that 
the  gin-shops  AA^ere  the  haunts  of  rogues,  and 
that  the  most  extensive  robberies  AA  cre  planned 
in  them.  The  prohibition  Avas  for  the  time  con- 
tinued. 

This  is  our  OAvn  history  again  ;  but  Avritten  a 
hundred  years  before  us.  And  noAv  one  of  the 
chief  authorities  upon  the  subject  in  England 
declares  that  the  radical  English  difficulty  is  gin- 
drinking,  and  almost  the  chief  splendor  of  Lon- 
don is  the  gin-palace.  There  are  Avise  men  Avho 
say  that  it  is  our  chief  peril  also  in  this  country. 
But  public  opinion  is  plainly  hostile  to  prohibit- 
ory legislation,  and  probably  no  State  Avould  de- 
clare for  it  by  a  majority  of  A'oices.  It  seems, 
hoAvever,  equally  plain  that  a  prohibitory  laAv 
makes  drunkenness  more  difficult,  and  thereby 
diminishes  it.  But  all  laAvs  must  be  first  au- 
thenticated by  public  opinion,  and  it  is  to  that, 
not  to  the  Legislature,  that  the  appeal  must  first 
be  made. 


The  AA'oman  question  is  in  the  very  height  of 
debate,  and  nothing  is  more  remarkable  than 
the  rapid  equalization  of  special  opportunities 
for  Avomen  Avhich  every  Avhere  appears.  While 
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we  are  wondering  whether  women  should  have 
the  same  facilities  for  education  with  men,  not 
only  is  Eton,  itself  the  most  conservative  of  En- 
glish schools,  to  be  practically  open,  to  them, 
but  the  medical  school  of  the  Edinburgh  Uni- 
versity provides  separate  classes  for  them,  and 
Professor  Masson  states  that  at  the  late  exam- 
ination the  women  were  more  successful  than 
tlie  men.  In  London  Dr.  Lankester  asserts  in 
a  lecture  to  women  that  the  study  of  physiology 
is  the  most  important  of  all  studies.  In  St. 
Louis  women  have  been  admitted  to  the  law 
school — via  in  Hispania  I — but  in  Philadeli)hia 
there  has  been  a  memorable  event,  namely,  the 
uncourteous  treatment  by  the  young  men  of  the 
women  attending  the  medical  lectures.  This 
little  event  occasioned  a  great  deal  of  discussion 
by  which  the  women  will  gain. 

*  The  masculine  medical  students  in  New  York 
expressed  sympathy  with  their  brethren  in  Phil- 
adelphia— one  hundred  and  forty  of  whom  had 
been  outraged  in  the  finest  sensibilities  of  the 
medical  students  breast  by  the  presence  of  the 
score  or  two  of  young  women ;  while  the  doc- 
tors of  the  ascendant  sex  in  Philadelphia,  speak- 
ing by  all  the  members  of  the  Faculty  of  the 
Philadelpliia  University  of  Medicine  and  Sur- 
gery, resolved  that  "the  proceedings  relating  to 
the  females  attending  the  Pennsylvania  Hos- 
pital" were  undignified  and  dishonorable,  and 
declared  that  it  was  desirable  that  female  culture 
and  talent  should  be  directed  to  alleviating  hu- 
man suffering.  The  Faculty  of  the  Women's 
Medical  College  in  Philadelphia  have  also  issued 
an  address  stating  that,  in  their  opinion,  special 
and  delicate  cases  of  each  sex  should,  if  practi- 
cable, be  treated  in  the  presence  of  the  sex  ex- 
clusively ;  and  that  arrangement  will  undoubt- 
edly be  made. 

While  these  skirmishes  take  place  at  certain 
points  the  Cleveland  Convention,  to  form  an 
American  Woman  Suff'rage  Association,  urges 
an  advance  of  the  whole  line  ;  and  the  Woman's 
Parliament,  declaring  that  it  seeks  the  elevation 
of  woman  in  woman's  way,  announces  that  it 
has  no  connection  or  sympathy  with  the  suffrage 
movement.  In  England,  also,  certain  women 
who  are  tax-payers  are  admitted  to  vote,  and  a 
shrewd  lawyer  in  Missouri  affirms  that  the  Fif- 
teenth Amendment  already  permits  the  voting 
of  women  in  this  country.  The  abstract  debate 
is  continued  meanwhile  in  newspapers  and  mag- 
azines and  lectures,  and  no  private  circle  of  in- 
telligent persons  is  long  untouched  by  it. 

Yet  the  women  are  by  no  means  unanimous. 
They  cherish  an  immense  regard  for  tradition ; 
and  every  Easy  Chair  has  plenty  of  friends  among 
women  who  say  that  they  are  ashamed  of  their 
sex  when  they  see  the  conduct  or  read  the 
speeches  of  certain  women  ;  that  they  are  satis- 
fied with  their  own  situation,  and  are  of  opinion 
that  every  well-regulated  woman  will  find  enough 
to  occupy  her  time  profitably  in  the  care  of  her 
children.  This  is  a  very  familiar  and  an  ex- 
tremely droll  statement,  "Why,"  asked  the 
famous  Princess  of  France — "why  do  people 
starve?  If  they  haven't  meat,  why  don't  they 
put  a  chicken  in  the  pot?"  If,  indeed,  every 
starving  man  had  a  full  purse!  If,  indeed,  ev- 
ery woman  had  a  comfortable  home  and  family  I 
In  Massachusetts,  for  instance,  there  Avere  re- 
cently some  thirty  thousand  more  women  than 


men.  What  provision  does  this  airv  argument, 
merely  upon  its  own  assumption,  nlnke  for  this 
superriuity?  What  kind  of  an  argument  to  a 
spinster  is  it  that  she  ought  to  find  happiness 
and  employment  enough  in  the  charms  of  her 
husband  and  the  care  of  her  children  ?  Unques- 
tionably Judea  was  full  of  the  most  patrician  sat- 
isfaction with  the  good  old  traditions  of  the  eye 
for  the  eye,  and  the  tooth  for  the  tooth.  The 
daily  services  of  the  temple  ought  certainly  to 
afford  true  happiness  and  employment  enough  to 
every  good  Jew.  The  new  teacher  was  clearly 
superfluous.  This  kind  of  reasoning  would  have 
been  ludicrous  two  thousand  years  ago.  Is  it 
grave  and  conclusive  now  ? 

But  how  would  it  be  better  if  it  were  not  ridic- 
ulous from  its  utter  inappropriateness  ?  That  is 
to  say,  if  every  woman  had  a  husband  and  chil- 
dren, what  would  be  the  result  of  the  argument 
that  she  ought  to  do  nothing  but  devote  herself  to 
them  ?  In  one  word,  it  would  carry  m  omen  back 
to  where  they  were  in  Greece,  Pericles  said 
that  the  highest  praise  of  a  woman  is  that  she  be 
never  mentioned.  The  wives  in  Greece  were 
regarded  as  brood  mares ;  the  women  whose  so- 
ciety men  sought  for  intellectual  recreation  were 
what  we  should  call  disreputable  women.  If  this 
argument  of  exclusive  domestic  devotion  should 
prevail,  behold  the  result !  You,  Madame,  who 
appeal  to  it,  love  to  decorate  your  lovely  person 
for  the  ball  and  the  opera.  Softly,  if  you  please. 
Lay  down  the  gems,  the  flowers,  the  laces,  and 
leave  the  roses  to  hear  alone  "the  flute,  violin, 
bassoon."  A  well-regulated  woman  Avill  find  her 
true  pleasure  and  most  profitable  occujjation  in 
the  care  of  her  husband  and  family,  not  in  a  mad 
Avhirl  of  society  —  of  cards,  compliments,  and 
dancing.  No  balls,  if  you  please.  Woman  is 
made  for  the  bosom  of  her  own  family. 

If  you  would  go  to  the  theatre  and  the  opera, 
there  is  the  same  destiny  of  the  "true  woman" 
barring  the  door.  Indeed,  IMadame,  one-twen- 
tieth or  one-hundredth  part  of  the  time  that  you 
take  from  the  care  of  your  husband  and  family 
to  devote  to  company  and  dissipation  would  be 
tenfold  more  than  enough  for  attention  to  any 
political  interest  or  duty.  If,  therefore,  you  real- 
ly mean  what  you  say  about  the  duty  and  hapjn- 
ness  and  sphere  of  women,  you  must  renounce 
every  thing  but  your  nursery.  Or,  if  you  refuse 
to  be  logical  to  your  own  argument,  and  insist 
upon  leaving  your  nursery,  you  must  show  that 
dancing  and  dining,  and  wildly  squandering  your 
time,  and  belittling  your  soul  in  a  foolish  whirl 
of  excitement,  is  better  than  interest  in  improv- 
ing laws  which  impose  unequal  burdens. 

Or  do  you  deny  that  such  is  the  alternative  ? 
Do  you  say  that  a  woman  need  not  necessarily 
be  a  houri  of  the  parlor  ballet,  or  a  candidate 
for  constable,  but  that  she  may  lead  a  sober, 
righteous,  improving  life  ?  Yes  ;  she  certainly 
may.  Put  you  will  obsen-e  that  you  have  now 
left  your  domestic  argument.  You  do  not  in- 
sist that  a  woman  must  be  devoted  to  the  care 
of  her  family,  excluding  ail  things  else,  but  that 
she  may  improve  herself.  Very  well ;  if  she  in- 
forms herself— for  that  is  imiirovement— upon  all 
kinds  of  questions  interesting  to  men  and  women, 
she  must  read  history,  she  must  rcliect  njton  the 
progress  of  the  race,' upon  the  condition  of  vari- 
ous countries,  upon  the  remedies  for  evils  and  in- 
equalities and  injustice  of  every  kind.    She  may 
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see  with  Mrs.  Fry,  for  instance,  that  prisoners 
should  be  brought  within  the  range  of  moral  in- 
fluence; or  with  John  Howard,  that  prison  life 
should  be  radically  ameliorated  ;  or  with  Charles 
Dickens,  that  imprisonment  for  debt  should  be 
abolished;  or  with  Wesley  and  Garrison,  that 
slavery  is  the  crime  against  human  nature ;  or 
with  Father  Mathew,  that  drunkenness  is  the 
permanent  social  menace  of  our  time;  and  sure- 
ly every  woman  who  "improves"  herself  must 
see  these  things  and  feel  them,  quite  as  much  as 
she  sees  or  feels  the  music  of  Tennyson  or  the 
blitheness  of  Chaucer.  Indeed,  she  can  not 
thoughtfully  read  Tennyson  or  Chaucer  without 
having  such  things  forced  upon  her.  Then,  of 
course,  she  has  an  opinion,  a  desire  in  regard  to 
them.  The  expression  of  the  opinion,  just  and 
generous  and  womanly,  would  greatly  help  the 
removal  of  the  difficulties.  To  express  an  opin- 
ion Avith  such  a  result,  or  merely  to  express  an 
honest  opinion  upon  the  subject,  would  be  as 
womanly  —  would  it  not?  —  as  to  express  an 
opinion  upon  a  Cashmere  shawl  or  a  c/iir/non. 
You  say  that  it  certainly  would.  Good  Hevav- 
ens!  JMadanie,  you  are  a  woman's  rights  wo- 
man ! 

Will  you  permit  your  old  friend,  the  Easy 
Chair,  to  remark  that,  when  you  speak  of  a  wo- 
man's duty  as  lying  in  the  domestic  sphere,  you 
are  uttering  only  a  half  truth  ?  If  a  woman  is  a 
mother,  God  gives  her  certain  affections  and 
cares  springing  from  them,  which  you  may  be 
very  sure  she  will  not  forget,  and  to  which,  as  she 
is  a  "true  woman,"  she  will  be  fondly  faithful. 
But  does  it  occur  to  you  that,  if  a  man  is  a  fa- 


ther, he  also  has  thereby  loves  and  cares  which 
are  only  remotely  connected  with  liis  shop  ? 
Yet,  while  the  father  and  the  mother,  who  to- 
gether are  the  head  of  the  family,  have  thus  cer- 
tain special  duties  growing  out  of  that  relation, 
they  are  also  members  of  the  state.  And  re- 
mark, it  is  not  the  family  that  is  the  member  of 
the  state,  but  the  adult  members  of  the  family. 
If  the  father  dies,  the  mother  succeeds  to  the 
property,  to  the  responsibilities,  of  every  kind. 
The  state  taxes  her,  and  tries  her,  and  sends 
her  to  jail  or  to  the  gallows,  upon  occasion. 
Now  if  she  be  competent  to  ov.-n  ])roperty,  and 
if  it  be  right  to  tax  her,  can  it  be  very  wrong  that 
she  should  have  a  voice  in  the  law  that  taxes  her  ? 

Dear  Madame,  the  moment  that  the  common 
consent  of  the  civilized  world  lifted  you  from 
your  position  in  the  Greek  household,  you  began 
the  journey  upon  which  you  have  ever  since  con- 
stantly traveled,  and  which  will  end  in  a  perfect 
equality  of  opportunity  with  men.  Perhaps  you 
will  not  be  a  doctor,  nor  a  lawyer,  nor  a  iiena- 
tor,  nor  a  President.  Perhaps  you  Avill  not  care 
to  vote,  nor  to  speak  in  public,  nor  to  sing  in 
public,  nor  to  act  in  public.  But  suppose  that 
Jenny  Lind  or  Mrs.  Moulton  were  forbidden  to 
sing  in  public  because  they  were  women ;  sup- 
pose that  IMadame  De  Stael,  and  Mrs.  Somer- 
ville,  and  Mrs.  Stowe  had  been  silenced  because 
they  were  not  men ;  suppose  that  Mrs.  Siddons 
and  Rachel  had  been  frowned  down  as  women, 
would  any  thing  have  been  gained?  Dear  Ma- 
dame, in  this  country  five-sixths  of  us  come  of 
Anglo-Saxon  stock,  as  it  is  called,  and  the  thing 
that  we  will  at  last  surely  have  is  fair  play. 


(Bbitnr'ij  Ti\tm\  txmxii. 


BIOGKAPnY  AND  IIISTORY. 

MR.  BARNUM  in  his  autobiography — Strug- 
gles and  Triumphs ;  or,  Fortg  Years''  Rec- 
ollections of  P.  T.  Barman  (J.  B.  Burr  and  Co.) 
— has  written  a  vastly  entertaining  and,  on  the 
whole,  a  useful  book.  Into  the  morale  of  his  life 
it  is  not  necessary  for  us  to  enter,  in  order  to 
pronounce  its  story  fascinating  and  not  injurious. 
He  does  not  claim  to  be  a  model.  His  stand- 
ards of  honor  have  not  always  been  the  highest. 
But  there  is  a  line  which  very  clearly  separates 
between  swindling  and  humbugging  the  public. 
This  line  ^Ir.  Barnum  has  rarely  if  ever  over- 
stepped. His  greatest  humbugs  were  practical 
jokes,  which  the  public  enjoyed  as  well  as  the 
joker.  In  fact,  this  penchant  for  a  practical  joke 
is  in  part  the  key  to  Mr.  Barnum's  peculiar  char- 
acter. Whether  he  plows  with  an  elephant  to 
advertise  his  Museum,  or  labels  some  ingenious- 
ly painted  doves  "  Golden  Pigeons,"  for  the  sake 
of  "selling"  his  California  friend  "Grizzly  Ad- 
ams," or  introduces  to  an  expectant  audience  a 
"  cherry-colored  cat,"  with  thena'ive  explanation 
that  he  referred,  of  course,  to  black  cherries,  or 
advertises  a  woolly  horse  as  a  capture  made  by 
J.  C.  Fremont,  or  aids  and  abets  an  old  negress 
to  palm  herself  off  on  an  unsuspecting  public  as 
the  nurse  of  the  "father  of  his  country,"  there  is 
the  same  intense  enjoyment  of  the  joke,  which  is 
carried  out  in  such  good-humor  that  it  is  rarely 


the  case  that  the  victim  does  not  join  the  laugh 
which  is  raised  at  his  own  expense.  Willis, 
who  went  over  to  Hoboken  to  see  what  was  per- 
haps the  greatest  humbug  even  i\Ir.  Barnum  ever 
attempted,  the  Buffalo  Hunt,  says  that  as  the 
ferry-boat  neared  the  shore  another  one,  equal- 
ly crowded,  started  from  the  pier  on  its  return 
trip.  "Is  the  Buffalo  Hunt  over?"  shouted 
some  of  the  new  arrival.  To  which  came  the 
reply,  "Yes,  and  it  was  the  biggest  humbug  you 
ever  heard  of."  Willis  adds,  the  passengers  on 
the  boat  with  him  gave  three  cheers  for  the  un- 
known author  of  the  humbug.  One  can  hardly 
condemn  as  a  swindle  what  excites  the  cheers 
and  laughter  of  the  swindled. 

Mr.  Barnum  began  life  as  a  traveling  showman. 
He  met  with  the  usual  vicissitudes  of  that  very 
uncertain  profession.  One  day  he  had  a  full 
purse,  the  next  day  his  watch  was  in  pawn  for  his 
dinner.  His  two  or  three  ventures  in  business 
proved  foilures.  He  rightly  interprets  his  own 
character:  "I  was  to  cater  for  that  insatiate 
want  of  human  nature — the  love  of  amusement." 
It  was  a  fortunate  intuition,  followed  up  by 
shrewdness  and  perseverance,  which  finally  in- 
ducted him  into  his  first  success,  the  American 
Museum.  The  story  of  his  purchase  of  the  Mu- 
seum, when  he  was  absolutely  without  a  penny, 
is  characteristic,  but  is  too  long  to  transfer  to 
these  pages.    For  a  year  he  brought  his  dinner 
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with  him  from  home  and  ate  it  in  his  office ;  in 
that  year  t!ie  Museum,  assumed  without  a  cent 
of  cai)ital,  was  entirely  paid  for.  Many  of  our 
readers  will  still  recollect  the  innumerable  con- 
trivances he  employed  for  advertising  what  be- 
came his  pet  institution.  To  many  of  them  the 
story  of  the  Irishman  with  his  brick,  the  flags  on 
the  Fourth  of  July,  the  elephant  plowing,  and  the 
like  ingenious  contrivances  to  arrest  public  atten- 
tion, will  be  new.  When  Tom  Thumb  was  taken 
in  hand  a  new  era  was  opened  in  Mr.  Barnum's 
life.  It  required  quick  insight  to  perceive  that 
the  way  to  popularity  in  Great  Britain  was  through 
tlie  court  and  the  aristocracy,  not  through  flaming 
Iiand-bills.  It  required  tact  to  secure  an  intro- 
duction of  his  prodigy  to  Buckingham  Palace 
and  the  Tuileries.  To  this  instinctive  adaptation 
of  his  means  to  his  audiences  JNIr.  Barnum's  suc- 
cess has  largely  been  due.  lie  has  never  at- 
tempted to  "humbug"  John  Bull ;  for  John  Bull 
does  not  appreciate  a  practical  joke. 

Whatever  may  be  thought  of  his  methods,  for 
certain  results  accomplished  the  country  is  really 
indebted  to  the  great  American  showman.  It 
required  no  little  audacity  to  invest  his  entire 
property,  as  he  did,  in  the  Jenny  Lind  venture. 
And  doubtless  to  the  Jenny  Lind  venture  the 
country  is  indebted  for  Catherine  Hayes,  and 
Madame  Lagrange,  and  Carlotta  Patti,  and  in 
truth  the  whole  host  of  foreign  singers  and  for- 
eign actors  who  followed  through  the  door  he 
opened  for  them.  To  buy  up  fifty  acres  of  farm 
land  at  fiirm  prices,  divide  it  into  town  lots,  sell 
the  alternate  lots  at  farm  prices,  and  trust  for 
profits  to  the  consequent  rise  of  the  remainder, 
as  he  did  in  East  Bridgeport,  was  a  shrewd  op- 
eration, and  proved  a  successful  one.  But  it 
is  a  kind  of  shrewdness  which  would  never  have 
occurred  to  a  mean  or  miserly  spirit. 

It  has  been  said  that  most  writers  give  to  the 
world  their  best  volume  first.  D'Aubignc  im- 
proves as  a  writer  as  he  grows  older.  lie  seizes 
with  greater  facility  the  salient  points,  and  is  no 
longer  guilty  of  wearying  us,  as  he  did  in  his 
earlier  volumes,  with  petty  details.  We  have 
read  no  volume  of  his  [listorij  of  the  Reforma- 
tion (Robert  Carter  and  Brothers)  with  greater 
interest  than  this  fifth  volume  of  the  second  se- 
ries, especially  that  part  of  it  Avhich  treats  of 
Henry  VIII.  and  the  English  Reformation.  We 
recommend  those  who  are  inclined  to  think  Prot- 
estantism a  fiiilure  to  read  this  book,  and  learn 
what  Roman  Catholicism  was  before  the  days  of 
Protestantism ;  and  those  who  imagine  that  Ave 
have  need  to  go  back  to  the  days  of  the  Reform- 
ers to  read  in  this  volume  how  singularly  crude 
and  immature  those  principles  were  in  the  minds 
of  all  but  a  very  few. 

Mr.  John  S.  C.  Abbott  has  found  an  appro- 
priate title  for  his  last  contribution  to  historic- 
al literature — The  Romance  of  Spanish  History 
(Harper  and  Brothers).  No  nation  has  had  a 
history  more  romantic,  none  one  characterized 
by  such  revolutions  of  fortune.  It  has  been  in 
turn  the  wealthiest  and  the  most  poverty-strick- 
en, the  proudest  and  the  most  humiliated,  the 
most  potent  in  war  and  the  most  heli)less  and  ab- 
ject before  the  menaces  of  others,  the  most  earn- 
estly religious,  the  most  intolerant  in  its  bigotry, 
the  most  progressive,  the  most  degraded,  the 
most  sublimely  active,  the  most  helplessly  indo- 
lent.   It  has  ruled  all  Europe,    It  has  trembled 
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successively  at  the  feet  of  Germany,  Fraiice,  and 
England.  It  has  given  to  the  world  America, 
and  the  slave-trade.  It  was  the  home  of  Colum- 
bus, and  the  cradle  of  the  Inquisition.  Nowhere 
have  the  i)eople  lain  in  a  stupor  so  helpless  under 
despotism  so  crushing.  Nowhere  has  revolution 
followed  revolution  with  such  rapidity.  Not  even 
France  has  had  a  constitution  more  imbued  with 
the  s))irit  of  freedom  than  some  which  the  Span- 
ish Cortes  have  framed.  Not  even  Napoleon,  by 
his  coup  cretat,  has  more  ostentatiously  disregard- 
ed the  constitution  he  had  sworn  to  i»rotect  than 
the  Spanish  charter  of  liberty  has  been  in  the 
past  trampled  in  the  dust,  sometimes  by  the  very 
men  who  framed  it.  Certainly  Mr.  Abbott  has 
succeeded  in  seizing  on  the  romantic  aspects  of 
this  changeful  history,  succeeded  in  compressing 
the  storv  of  centuries  into  a  vol  ume  of  less  than 
five  hundred  pages,  without  making  a  dull  com- 
pend.  His  volume,  whatever  else  be  said  of  it, 
is  interesting.  It  is  also  instructive.  It  would 
have  been  still  more  so  if  it  had  been  more  phil- 
osophical and  less  exclusively  romantic ;  if  its 
author  had  given  us  an  account  of  the  influence 
which  Charles  V.  exerted  upon  the  destinies  of 
Spain,  and  not  confined  the  history  of  his  reign 
to  an  account  of  his  romantic,  but  unimportant, 
abdication  and  conventual  experiences ;  had,  in 
a  word,  traced  in  the  history  of  the  past  those 
influences  which  have  prepared  for  and  pro- 
duced the  revolution  of  the  present. 

Dr.  John  Lord  offers  his  xincient  States  and 
Empires  (Charles  Scribner  and  Co.)  to  colleges 
and  schools,  and  tells  us,  in  his  preface,  that  it 
is  "designed  chiefly  for  educational  purposes." 
We  recognize  the  difficulty  of  comprising  the  en- 
tire history  of  Jewish,  Greek,  and  Roman  civili- 
zations in  a  single  volume ;  but  we  think  it  a 
positive  injury  so  to  treat  that  most  fascinating 
of  all  studies,  history,  in  such  a  way  as  to  leave 
the  impression  on  the  mind  of  the  student  that  it 
is  the  most  barren  and  uninteresting.  There  is 
nothing  in  thought  to  redeem  this  volume  from  the 
tediousness  of  a  bald  encyclopedic  summary  of 
facts ;  and  the  style,  while  it  is  never  involved, 
and  rarely  obscure,  possesses  no  peculiar  charm, 
and  is  occasionally  marred  by  serious  defects. 
"Pontius  Pilate  succeeded  Gratus,  a.d.  27,  un- 
der whose  memorable  rule  Jesus  Christ  Avas  cru- 
cified and  slain — a  man  cruel,  stern,  and  reckless 
of  human  life,  but  regardful  of  the  peace  and 
tranquillity  of  the  province."  There  is  nothing 
but  punctuation  to  indicate  whether  it  was  Pon- 
tius Pilate,  Gratus,  or  Jesus  Christ  Avho  AA-as 
cruel,  stern,  and  reckless  of  human  life,  and  no- 
thing Avhatever  to  indicate  under  which  of  the 

tAA'O  first-named  the  crucifixion  took  place  

Quite  a  diflerent  Avork  is  Dr.  Tiikodoii  Mo.ai.ai- 
SEH^S  Historj/  of  Ro}ne,from  the  Earliest  Time  to 
the  jieriod  of  its  Decline  (Charles  Scribner  and 
Co).  Of  this  Avork  Ave  have  received  as  yet  only 
the  first  volume,  and  shall  have  more  to  say  Avhcn 
it  is  completed,  and  Ave  can  speak  of  it  advisedly 
as  a  Avhole,  A  cursory  review  of  Avhat  is  rather 
in  the  nature  of  an  introduction  to  the  history  of 
the  republic  leads  us  to  believe  that  the  strong 
encomiums  of  the  English  press  do  not  overrate 
its  excellence. 

MORE  CHRISTMAS  BOOKS. 
Books  of  selected  poetry  are,  in  general,  veiy  lit- 
tle to  our  liking ;  but  an  exception  must  be  made 
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in  favor  of  such  an  elegant  and  Avell-edited  vol- 
ume as  the  new  edition  of  the  Favorite  Poems 
o  f  England  (Harper  and  Brothers),  which  forms 
one  of  the  most  charming  gift-books  of  the  pres- 
ent season.  In  making  the  selections,  which 
comprise  more  than  two  hundred  of  the  most 
popular  poems  in  the  language,  and  cover  a  pe- 
riod of  three  hundred  and  fifty  years,  the  editor, 
Air.  Sampson  Low,  Jun.,  has  wisely  avoided  the 
tantalizing  effect  of  extracts  by  including  such 
poems  only  as  could  be  given  unabridged.  The 
rule  of  selection  was  that  of  simple  favoritism. 
The  volume,  as  the  title  indicates,  contains  well- 
known  pieces  only ;  but  readers  will  not  be  sorry 
to  meet  their  old  friends  in  holiday  attire,  and 
adorned  with  the  fairest  gifts  of  art.  It  is  beau- 
tifully illustrated  with  wood  engravings,  after 
original  designs  by  Gustave  Dore,  Birket  Foster, 
Ary  Schajffer,  Felix  Darley,  John  Gilbert,  and 
other  eminent  artists ;  it  is  printed  on  heavy  pa- 
per, and  is  elegantly  bound.  Every  thing  con- 
sidered, it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  more  at- 
tractive or  more  appropriate  gift- book  for  the 
holidays  than  this  superb  volume. 

"  Science  walks  in  silver  slippers,"  says  an  En- 
glish Review,  In  silver  slippers  and  golden 
robes  she  appears  in  21ie  Universe ;  or,  T/te  In- 
Jinitely  Great  and  the  Injinitely  Little  (Charles 
Scribner  and  Co.).  It  is  not  possible  for  art  to 
do  full  justice  to  nature,  but  art  has  exhausted 
lier  resources  in  the  endeavor.  And  the  three 
Iiundred  and  forty-three  engravings  make  this  vol- 
ume one  of  the  handsomest  picture-books  of  the 
season,  were  it  nothing  more.  But  it  is  much 
more.  The  author  undertakes  in  a  single  volume 
to  illustrate  the  more  wonderful  phenomena  of 
nature;  to  gather,  as  in  a  single  museum,  strik- 
ing specimens  from  eveiy  realm  in  her  great  do- 
main ;  to  describe  with  pen  and  pencil,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  unlearned  reader,  the  more  famil- 
iar facts  and  principles  of  natural  science — facts 
and  principles  familiar  to  the  scientists,  but  either 
quite  uidcnown  or  but  dimly  and  half  apprehend- 
ed by  those  who  have  never  made  natural  science 
a  special  study.  Beginning  with  the  invisible 
world,  the  microscope  is  called  in  to  unveil  glo- 
ries which  "eye  hath  not  seen."  The  rod  of 
Moses  bids  the  waves  of  the  sea  retire,  that  we 
may  see  what  the  "Architects  of  the  Sea"  are 
building  in  its  busy  waters.  Something  of  the 
life  of  insects,  birds,  fishes,  reptiles,  and  mam- 
mals follows.  The  vegetable  kingdom,  the  min- 
eral kingdom,  and  the  sidereal  universe  succeed 
each  other,  until  the  reader,  bewildered  by  the 
very  multitude  of  the  objects  which  claim  his  at- 
tention, pauses  in  his  perusal,  dazed  by  the  glo- 
ries in  the  midst  of  which  he  lives,  but  the  mere 
existence  of  which  he  perhaps  never  suspected. 
The  greatest  fault  we  have  to  find  in  such  a  vol- 
ume is  that  it  awakens  appetites  which  it  is  im- 
possible to  satisfy.  As  we  follow  our  guide 
through  the  labyrinth  of  natural  science,  he  points 
out  to  us,  on  the  right  and  on  the  left,  galleries 
which  we  long  to  explore,  but  for  which  we  have 
neither  the  time  nor  the  means.  In  such  a  book 
as  this  one  visits  the  royal  palace  of  nature,  as  the 
tourist  visits  Versailles  who  rides  thither  in  the 
morning  and  drives  back  at  night,  or  the  British 
Museum,  who  hurries  through  its  long  galleries, 
filled  with  every  form  of  curiosity,  and  after  a 
day  of  exploration  comes  home  to  dream  at  night 
of  birds,  beasts,  fishes,  shells,  and  ancient  relics, 


mingled  in  one  common  life,  and  in  strange  and 
impossible  juxtapositions.  Sometimes  we  doubt 
our  author's  conclusions,  sometimes  are  compelled 
to  think  them,  if  not  ill-considered,  at  least  too 
hastily  drawn.  But  in  general  the  volume  is  no 
doubt  reliable.  It  is  composed  with  a  French- 
man's eye  to  popular  effects,  without  a  French- 
man's straining  after  startling  paradoxes.  It  is 
cautious,  painstaking,  and  not  only  unmarred 
by  that  mocking  skepticism  which  has  made  some 
persons  account  science  as  the  handmaid  of  infi- 
delity rather  than  religion,  but  absolutely  imbued 
with  a  devout  spirit,  and  characterized  by  a  clear 
apprehension  and  recognition  of  a  life,  even  in 
the  vegetable  kingdom,  for  which  pure  material- 
ism can  give  no  adequate  account.  Monsieur 
BoucHET,  the  author,  is  director  of  the  Museum 
of  Natural  History  at  Rouen.  It  is  only  in 
France  that  scientific  men  devote  such  pains- 
taking energy  to  unfold  the  mysteries  of  science 
to  the  common  people ;  only  in  France  that  art 
is  made  such  an  inteipreter  of  nature.  In  fact, 
artists'  prices  in  America  would  render  it  simply 
impossible  to  do  such  a  Avork  as  this  in  this  coun- 
try. This  translation,  done  in  England,  is  from 
the  press  of  Blackie  and  Co.,  Glasgow,  and  is 
printed  from  the  English  plates.  There  is  no- 
thing, therefore,  American  about  the  book  ex- 
cept the  imprint  of  the  house  which  imports  it. 

"  I  have  never  taken  any  interest  in  sporting," 
said  a  friend  to  us  the  other  day,  "since  hunt- 
ing tigers  in  the  jungles  of  India.  All  hunting 
seems  tame  by  the  side  of  it. "  We  can  readily 
believe  him,  after  reading,  as  we  have  done  M  itli 
rare  interest,  Greemvood's  Wild  Sports  of  the 
World  (Harper  and  Brothers).  The  least  ex- 
citing sport  it  has  an.y  thing  to  say  about  is  fox- 
hunting, and  even  that  is  not  wholly  free  from 
danger.  We  confess  to  a  humane  disinclina- 
tion to  the  ordinary  gunning,  as  exercised  in  a 
1  New  England  forest.  To  shoot,  in  cold  blood,  a 
defenseless  squirrel  or  robin,  or  even  a  partridge, 
a  grouse,  or  a  prairie  chicken,  seems  too  like  as- 
sassination. The  poor  victim  has  no  chance  for 
his  life.  The  hunter  runs  no  risk  of  his.  But 
when  we  come  to  hunting  elephants,  tigers,  li- 
ons, gorillas,  buffaloes,  and  similar  game,  it  is 
quite  another  matter.  One  might  shoot  down 
the  carnivora,  at  least,  Avithout  mercy ;  and  when 
once  the  battle  begins,  the  sense  that  it  is  a  bat- 
tle, and  that  one's  life  depends  on  a  clear  head, 
a  steady  aim,  and  a  good  shot,  must  be  quite 
sufficient  to  neutralize  any  sentiment  of  pity,  and 
prevent  any  relaxation  of  energy  or  lack  of 
thoughtful  skill.  Mr.  Greenwood  has  made  good 
use  of  his  abundant  materials.  He  has  com- 
posed, from  all  sorts  of  sources,  not  only  an  ac- 
count of  the  habits  of  predatory  beasts  of  vari- 
ous kinds,  but  also  garnished  it  with  the  most 
significant,  striking,  and  dramatic  narratives  of 
hunting  adventure.  How  elephants  are  trapped 
in  the  corrals  of  Ceylon ;  how  lions  are  hunted 
I  in  the  wilds  of  Africa ;  the  habits  of  the  gorilla, 
and  the  dangers  and  excitements  of  a  gorilla 
I  hunt ;  tigers  and  tiger  traps ;  harpooning  the 
,  hippopotamus  ;  the  buffalo  chase ;  the  lassoing 
of  the  wild  horse  of  the  prairie ;  the  spearing  of 
the  walrus  in  the  arctic  seas ;  and  the  excite- 
ments of  piscatorial  sport,  with  the  devil-fish  for 
prey,  in  Charleston  Harbor — this  and  the  like 
constitute  the  themes  of  Mr.  Greenwood's  ex- 
citing book,  which  has  been  enlarged  and  mate- 
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rially  improved  by  the  American  editor.  It  is 
emphatically  a  book  for  boys  ;  a  book  which  they 
will  read  with  delight,  and  which  can  hardly  fail 
to  develop  those  traits  of  manly  courage  and 
cool  decision  in  danger  which  are  essential  not 
only  to  the  good  hunter  but  to  the  true  man,  and 
which  too  much  of  children's  literature,  so  called, 
tends  to  eliminate.  Resolute  boys  are  sometimes 
inconvenient  members  of  the  household,  but  res- 
olute men  are  what  American  civilization  needs, 
above  all  things. 

To  Fields,  Osgood,  and  Co.'s  illustrated  edition 
of  John  G.Whittier's  Ballads  of  New  England 
we  can  award  no  higher  praise  than  to  say  that 
the  pictures  are  worthy  to  illustrate  the  poetry. 
They  are  far  better  than  we  had  been  led  to  ex- 
pect by  the  not  very  wise  selection  made  from 
them  for  the  pages  of  the  illustrated  almanac. 
The  publishers  have  avoided  the  very  common 
error  of  giving  the  work  to  one  artist.  They 
have  thus  escaped  that  dull  uniformity  of  design 
which  takes  half  the  be.auty  from  any  illustrated 
volume.  This  book  is,  in  an  art  point  of  view, 
a  picture-gallery;  and  one  finds  it  difficult  to 
choose  between  the  landscapes  of  Mr.  Fenn  and 
the  figure -drawing  of  Ey  tinge,  Ilennessy,  and 
Ehninger.  We  do  not  think  Mr.  Darley  does 
himself  full  justice  in  his  two  contributions,  and 
Winslow  Homer's  figures  are  rather  stifl^";  but, 
on  the  whole,  we  are  safe  in  saying  that  the  art- 
ists have  caught  the  spirit  of  the  poet,  and  the 
fruits  of  their  pencil  may  be  accepted  as  afford- 
ing an  illustration  of  New  England  scenery  and 
life  second  only  to  that  of  him  who  is  par  excel- 
lence the  ballad-singer  of  the  land  of  tlie  Pilgrim 
Fathers  ;  the  one  who  better,  we  tliink,  than  any 
other  American  jjoet,  appreciates  the  noble  heart 
which  beats  beneath  the  coat  of  mail,  and  the 
stores  of  wealth,  artistic  as  well  as  commercial, 
which  sagacious  industry  discovers  among  its 
seemingly  sterile  and  rocky  hills. 

The  "Folk-Songs"  have  already  attained  such 
and  so  well-deserved  a  popularity  tliat  the  pub- 
lishers (C.  Scribner  and  Co.)  have  commenced 
a  reissue  in  four  parts.  The  first  of  these,  Songs 
of  Life,  is  among  the  holiday  books  of  the  year, 
and  is  not  inferior,  artistically,  to  any  of  its  com- 
petitors. A  numl3er  of  new  designs  have  been 
added  to  a  volume  which  was  rich  in  illustration 
before.  In  execution  it  is  not  inferior,  in  variety 
and  scope  it  is  decidedly  superior,  to  "Lady  Ger- 
aldine's  Courtship,"  noticed  in  our  last. 

NOVELS. 

The  Priest  and  the  Nun  (Crittenden  and 
M 'Kinney),  a  religious  novel,  purports  to  give,  in 
the  form  of  fiction,  a  startling  array  of  facts  show- 
ing the  cunning  ways  in  which  Rome  seeks  to  ex- 
tend her  borders.    Whether  each  incident  can  be 
shown  to  be  really  true  is  of  trifling  moment :  it 
is  too  well  known  to  be  questioned  that  the 
Romish  Church  is  untiring,  if  not  unscrupulous, 
in  the  use  of  every  means  to  bring  Protestants  j 
into  her  fold,  and  to  keep  every  one  of  her  mem- 
bers from  slipping  away.    There  is  probably  no  j 
Sabbath-school  in  the  city  of  New  York  that  has  i 
not  had  to  fight  in  greater  or  less  degree  the  in- 
cursions of  this  papal  f<je.  Probably  every  house- 
holder, who  has  taken  the  pains  to  acquaint  him- 
self with  the  religious  life  of  his  Catholic  serv- 
ants, will  not  be  greatly  startled  at  any  of  tJie  de-  ' 
ceptions  asserted  in  this  book  to  be  practiced  by  . 


many  of  the  priests.  Within  a  very  few  days,  in 
our  own  house,  a  superior  servant,  generally  more 
intelligent  than  many  of  her  class,  being  tempo- 
rarily in  the  family,  was  brought  to  morning- 
prayers  by  a  kindly  word  of  invitation.  She 
watched  with  curiosity,  and  listened  with  evident 
pleasure  to  the  singing  of  a  hymn  and  the  read- 
ing of  Scripture,  and  finally  knelt  with  the  rest 
as  the  prayer  was  off'ered.  Scarcely  could  she 
wait  till  she  reached  the  servants'  apartments  to 
give  utterance  to  her  pleasure  and  amazement. 
"Why,"  she  said,  "I  have  always  been  taught 
that  Protestants  never  bend  the  knees  in  prayer. 
If  this  is  what  you  do,  I'll  be  with  you  whenever 
I  get  the  chance."  If  the  Protestant  famihes  in 
which  this  woman  had  resided  (she  had  lived  for 
three  years  in  a  clergyman's  family)  had  mani- 
fested the  zeal  which  her  Romish  teachers  had 
done  she  would  not  have  been  thus  ignorant.  In 
such  a  time  as  this,  when  the  power  which  Rome 
is  acquiring  in  this  country  is  a  topic  of  common 
interest,  any  books  which  will  rouse  the  Prot- 
estant to  earnest,  progressive  work  we  should 
heartily  welcome ;  but  we  are  inclined  to  doubt 
whether  tales  of  kidnapping  and  conventual  im- 
prisonments, filling  four  or  five  hundred  pages, 
will  do  more  than  awaken  and  increase  a  sort  of 
useless  horror,  without  any  inspiration  to  make 
positive  war  on  the  evil. 

Of  several  others  stories  which  have  accumu- 
lated upon  our  table  since  our  last  issue  we  can 
say  but  a  word.     Going  and  Son  possesses  a 
somewhat  ingenious  plot  and  some  graphic  writ- 
ing, but  is  not,  on  the  whole,  a  remarkable  nov- 
el.—  Wrecked  in  Port  is  the  story  of  a  life 
wreck ;  of  a  woman  Avho,  having  sacrificed  her 
heart  to  her  ambition,  came  at  last  to  find,  in 
her  loneliness,  that  the  fortune  she  had  coveted 
was  only  a  burden.    It  is  pleasing  in  style  and 
healthful  in  tone. — Auerbach's  shorter  stories 
possess  a  charm  which  does  not  characterize  his 
more  pretentious  and  perhaps  greater  works. 
His  German  Tales  contain  some  of  his  earlier 
but  by  no  means  inferior  productions.    "  Gil- 
lert's  last  Christmas"  we  can  hardly  read  with- 
out tears. — Christopher  Kenrick,  which  in  con- 
struction reminds  one  of  Bulwer's  "  My  Novel," 
and  suffers  somewhat  by  the  comparison,  is  nev- 
ertheless readable  and  spicy. — Rainy  Days  in  the 
Nursery,  one  of  the  "  Ilildreth  Stories"  series, 
is  pleasantly  suggestive  of  rainy  day  amuse- 
ments, though  we  should  not  know  where  to 
find  the  ideally  perfect  nursery-maid,  who  seems 
quite  essential  to  them. — We  could  easily  find  a 
very  ingenious  little  moral  in  the  pretty  fairy 
story,  The  Mystic  Bell,  were  it  not  that,  if  we 
Avere  to  exhibit  the  pill  that  is  hid  by  the  sugar 
coating,  we  might  spoil  it  for  the  little  folk  for 
wliom  it  is  composed. — Of  A  Little  Boys  Story 
and  Stories  frojn  My  Attic,  completed  coj)ies  of 
which  have  come  to  our  hand  since  our  last,  we 
can  speak  in  terms  of  cordial  commendation. 
The  latter  is  peculiarly  genial  in  spirit  and  po- 
etic in  style.    If  we  have  any  readers  who  still 
pass  Christmas  without  recognition,  we  recom- 
mend them  to  read  to  their  children  the  capital 
story  of  the  ' '  Three  Wise  Little  P.oys.  "—The  au- 
thoress of  the  "  Susy  Books,"  Mrs.  E.  Prentiss, 
the  wife  of  a  prominent  New  York  clergyman,  has 
fairly  earned  a  front  rank  among  writers  of  fiction 
for  children,  and  maintains  her  reputation  both 
in  Nidworth  and  in  St(j>jting  Heavenward.  The 
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latter  has  already  become  somewhat  known  to  the 
public  through  the  pages  of  the  Advance,  in  which 
it  was  originally  issued.  The  former  is  a  capital 
allegory,  and  the  "children  of  larger  growth" 
who  agree  with  Cinda  and  Dolman  that  nothing 
•'can  be  better  than  money,"  will  find  it  very 
profitable  as  Avell  as  pleasant  reading. 

POETRY. 

Seen  and  Heard  (U.  C.  Turnbull,  Jun.),  mod- 
estly designated  by  its  author  as  "Poems,  or 
the  Like,"  is  written  by  one  who  neither  sees 
nor  hears.  Mr.  Morrison  Heady,  the  author 
of  these  poems,  was  born,  the  preface  tells  us, 
"  in  Spencer  County,  Kentucky,  and  is  now  near- 
ly forty  years  of  age.  When  about  sixteen  years 
old  he  suffered  an  injury  to  one  of  his  eyes,  which 
soon  resulted  in  total  loss  of  sight  in  both,  and 
this  calamity  was  soon  aggravated  by  total  loss 
of  hearing.  By  the  aid  of  a  trumpet  he  can  yet 
distinguish  some  familiar  voices ;  but  even  this 
slight  communication  with  the  external  world  is 
rapidly  failing  him."  It  is  impossible  to  sit  in 
severe  judgment  on  one  whose  helplessness  so 
appeals  to  compassion.  The  bandage  falls  from 
the  eyes  of  Justice,  and  her  scales  lose  their  even 
balance.  If  these  songs  came  to  us  unheralded, 
imintroduced,  it  would  be  impossible  for  us  to  ac- 
cord them  any  place  in  American  literature  above 
that  of  many  a  poem  which  blooms  for  the  week 
in  the  poet's  corner  of  many  a  newspaper,  and 
then  fades,  withers,  and  dies,  having  fulfilled  its 
local  and  transient  mission.  As  it  is,  w^e  can 
hardly  read  without  tears  "The  Double  Night"  or 
"  Blindness."  Perhaps  it  is  a  sympathetic  fancy, 
but  these  verses  that  are  wrought  out  of  the  au- 
thor's personal  experience  are  to  us  the  best  in 
the  volume. — IJ/e  Pictures,  by  J.  H.  Powell, 
(Adams  and  Co.),  is  a  rather  pretentious  but  de- 
cidedly unsuccessful  attempt  to  portray  in  poetic 
numbers  the  "hurrying  stream  of  life."  One 
who  in  the  first  three  couplets  of  his  first  canto 
rhymes  "  chair"  to  "care,"  "nature"  to  "feat- 
ure," and  "eyes"  to  "Paradise,"  had  better 
abandon  poetry  as  a  medium  of  expression  alto- 
gether, and  say  whatever  he  has  to  say  about  life 
in  plain  and  simple  prose. — We  do  not  think  that 
Mr.  George  Boker  has  been  altogether  fortu- 
nate in  the  selection  of  his  themes  for  his  last 
work,  ''^  KOnigsmnrl',  the  Legend  of  the  Hounds, 
and  Other  Poems'^  (J.  B.  Lippincott  and  Co.). 
The  brutal  and  unfaithful  Elector,  the  unhappy, 
home-sick,  heart-sick  Sophie  Dorothee,  his  wife, 
the  chivalric,  headstrong  but  hare-brained  Count, 
the  dangerous  friendship  of  the  wife  for  one  who 
dared  to  be  her  lover,  the  stolen  inten-iews,  the 
attempted  flight  of  the  unhappy  princess  from 
the  court,  the  discovery,  the  tragic  death  of 
Konigsmark,  the  yet  more  tragic  life  in  long  im- 
prisonment of  the  wretched  wife  and  mother,  all 
combine  to  constitute  in  the  story  of  Konigs- 
mark a  theme  as  tragic  as  imaginatioii  ever  in- 
vented, or  perhaps  history,  in  its  countless  combi- 
nations of  sorrow,  has  ever  wrought.  Yet  it  lacks 
the  one  element  which  romance  never  should  lack 
— a  thoroughly  true  and  noble  character.  Sophie 
Dorothee  was  certainly  not  the  pure  spirit  which 
the  poet  depicts.  Her  sin  is  pardonable,  but  it 
did  exist.  And  Konigsmark,  who  approximates 
the  hero,  was  doubtless  as  he  is  painted,  an  aban- 
doned libertine.  The  "Legend  of  the  Hounds" 
is,  if  possible,  more  horrible  than  the  history  of 


Konigsmark  ;  at  least  it  is  more  brutally  so  ;  and 
the  very  power  with  which  the  poet  tells  his  sto- 
ry, while  it  invests  the  legend  with  a  weird  at- 
tractiveness, renders  it  the  more  repulsive.  We 
do  not  demand  that  poetry  shall  be  merely  a  dec- 
orative art,  or  shut  its  eyes  to  the  dark  facts  of 
sin  and  suffering.  But  neither  do  we  desire, 
turning  aside  from  the  fierce  battle  of  life  to  the 
recreations  of  imaginative  literature,  to  "  sup  on 
horrors"  that  are  absolutely  unrelieved  ;  to  plunge 
into  a  copse  so  dense  that  no  sunlight  penetrates 
it. 

If  The  Woman  icho  Dared  (Roberts  Brothers) 
is  to  be  taken  as  a  type  of  the  female  character  in 
the  ' ' good  time  coming,"  we  should  devoutly  pray 
that  the  new  millennium  might  delay  till  our  eyes 
closed  upon  the  earth,  and  that  meanwhile  wo- 
men might  be  lacking  in  what  has  generally  been 
accounted  an  unfeminine  virtue  —  that  of  cour- 
age. If  marriage  bonds  are  to  be  woven  of  silk, 
easily  broken ;  if  bigamy  is  to  be  accounted  "holy 
and  sincere  ; "  if  husbands  divorced,  however  un- 
justly, are  to  be  privileged,  while  the  first  wife 
still  lives,  to  enter  into  illegal  wedlock  with  a 
second,  spurning  all  decrees  of  court ;  if  women 
are  to  become  so  manly  as  Linda  is  painted,  and 
men  as  womanly  as  Charles  ;  if  the  universal  or- 
der of  nature  the  wide  world  over,  in  all  races, 
nationalities,  and  times,  and  even  in  the  animal 
races,  is  to  be  reversed,  and  maidens  are  to  press 
their  suits,  and  young  men  are  to  be  coy  and 
timid  and  bashful  and  hesitant ;  if  the  courtship 
of  the  future  is  to  be  like  to  that  w  hich  took  cap- 
tive Mr.  Samuel  Weller — if  this  be  the  consum- 
mation which  the  Woman's  movement  aims  at, 
then  we  think  it  a  consummation  most  devoutly 
not  to  be  wished  for.  For,  great  as  are  the  evils 
in  our  present  social  system,  those  of  that  which 
Mr.  Epes  Sargent  would  substitute  are  incom- 
parably greater.  If  "Ave  must  have  either  "the 
subjection  of  women"  or  the  subjection  of  men, 
let  us  have  the  former.  Truth  to  tell,  it  is  be- 
cause not  only  the  opponents,  but  even  the  friends, 
of  the  Woman's  movement  impute  to  it  such  re- 
sults that  it  makes  such  seemingly  slow  progress 
among  thinking  men  and  pure  and  sensitive  wo- 
men. If,  however,  we  approved  ever  so  highly 
the  moral  of  Mr.  Sargent's  story,  we  should  still 
be  unable  to  commend  his  book.  Romance  has 
a  function  to  perform  in  the  solution  of  moral 
problems.  That  function  is  to  arouse  the  moral 
sense,  to  quicken  the  conscience,  to  set  men  to 
wwk,  not  to  teach  them  methods.  "  Uncle 
Tom's  Cabin"  was  efficacious,  not  because  it 
{  showed  us  how^  to  deal  with  slavery,  but  because 
it  painted  slavery  as  it  was,  and  aAvoke  thousands 
of  readers,  who  never  perused  one  of  Charles 
Sumner's  statistical  speeches,  to  the  fact  that 
there  was  something  to  cure.  We  should  not 
deny  the  right  of  romance  to  awaken  the  nation 
to  a  consciousness  of  wrongs  in  woman's  position 
which  it  is  the  duty  of  the  hour  to  remedy,  as 
Wirt  Sykes  has  endeavored,  unsuccessfully,  to 
do  in  his  "One  Poor  Girl;"  but  to  constmct  an 
imaginary  story,  create  fancied  difinculties,  and 
then  to  point  the  way  out  of  them  by  a  purely 
j  hypothetical  road,  contributes  nothing  to  the 
j  solution  of  the  social-political  diflSculty  which 
i  confronts  us.  Mr.  Epes  Sargent  does  not  desig- 
\  nate  his  book  a  poem.  From  the  arrangement 
I  of  the  sentences  we  judge  he  intends  it  for  blank 
:  verse.    But  poetry  does  not  depend  upon  the 
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length  of  sentences  or  the  position  of  capitals ; 
and  that  glow,  that  rhythm  even,  which  is  the 
very  essence  of  tme  poetry,  is  wholly  wanting. 
Who  would  ever  guess,  for  example,  that  this 
was  meant  for  poetry  ?  "  His  means  were  small, 
merged  in  a  life-annuity,  which  gave  all  that  he 
held  as  indispensable  to  sanative  conditions  in  a 
home,  good  air,  good  influences,  proper  food." 
We  advise  INIr.  Sargent,  if  he  will  accept  a 
friendly  suggestion,  to  write  his  prose  in  lines  of 
the  average  length,  and  so  save  paper;  and  to 
put  his  moral  philosophy  and  his  romance  in 
separate  volumes  in  the  future.' 

BRIEF  MENTION. 
The  many  friends  whom  Dr.  Keummacher 
has  made  in  this  country  by  his  works  will  read 
with  more  than  common  interest  his  Atitobiog- 
raphj  (Robert  Carter  and  Brothers).  Besides 
finding  in  it  the  memoirs  of  one  who  is  almost 
as  a  personal  friend  to  thousands,  they  will  also 
obtain  by  its  perusal  some  familiarity  with  Ger- 
man student  and  parish  life,  and  a  better  ac- 
quaintance with  certain  phases  of  German  the- 
ology than  an  abstract  treatise  could  give  them. 
— The  same  house  sends  us  Sorroiv,  by  Rev.  John 
Reid,  and  the  Shepherd  of  Israel,  by  Rev.  Dun- 
can MacGregor.  The  first  is  too  sorrowful. 
It  tends  to  increase  rather  than  assuage  grief. 
It  hardly  shows  even  the  silver  lining  on  the 
cloud.  The  latter  is  addressed  wholly  to  Chris- 
tians, treats  only  of  the  higher  experiences  of 
Christian  life,  will  be  a  stiunbling-block  to  many, 
but  inspiration  and  consolation  too  to  not  a  few 
forbidden  by  sickness  or  other  exigency  the  priv- 
ileges of  the  sanctuary. — In  the  Protestant  Gems 
of  the  Prayer-Book  (Claxton,  Remsen,  and  Haf- 
felfinger),  the  author.  Rev.  J.  P.  Du  Hamel,  un- 
dertakes to  show,  what  no  one  not  ignorant  of 
'  history  could  well  deny,  that  the  Ejjiscopal  Church 
is  a  Protestant  Church.  His  argument  is  based 
on,  rather  let  us  say  it  consists  of,  significant  ex- 
tracts from  the  rubric. — We  would  be  glad  of 
space  to  say  more  than  we  can  here  of  M.  Schele 
de  Vere's  Wonders  of  the  Deep  (G.  P.  Put- 
nam and  Son),  It  is,  in  every  thing  but  illustra- 
tions a  worthy  companion  volume  of  "The  Uni- 
verse," "The  Mysteries  of  the  Ocean,"  "The 
Polar  World,"  and  "The  Desert  World;"  but 
that  one  lack  is  very  serious.  It  is  a  mistake, 
too,  to  give  neither  index  nor  any  thing  approx- 
imating to  an  adequate  table  of  contents. — D. 
Appleton  and  Co.,  Avho,  as  Avell  as  C.  Scribner 
and  Co.,  are  publishing  an  illustrated  library 
of  wonders  translated  from  the  French,  send  us 
two  volumes  of  their  series — Meteors  and  Atmos- 
pheric Phenomena  and  Arms  and  Armour.  Of 
these  we  read  the  former  with  the  greater  inter- 
est ;  the  illustrations  are  better  in  execution, 
though  in  subject  less  striking,  in  the  latter.  For 
those  who  are  interested  in  investigating  the  rel- 
ics of  ancient  warfare  we  know  nothing  so  brief, 
so  clear,  and  so  comprehensive.  But  our  per- 
sonal tastes  are  not  warlike,  nor  our  predilections 
toward  archaeology.  —  Our  Own  Birds  and  Trees, 
Plants,  and  Flowers  (J.  B.  Lippincott  and  Co.) 
are  by  the  same  author,  William  L.  Baily,  and 
are  a  praiseworthy  attempt  to  interest  the  young 
in  what  ought,  certainly,  if  properly  treated,  to 
be  interesting  to  them.  Despite  a  certain  unim- 
aginative dryness  of  detail,  the  books  are  valu- 
able, and  may  be  made  interesting  to  the  juvenile 


reader  by  the  ])arent,  though  onlv  he  who  is  al- 
ready interested  in  natural  historv  will  take  to 
them  for  reading  if  left  to  himself.— We  have  no 
need  to  enter  here  into  the  discussion  between 
protection  and  free-trade.  The  settlement  of 
the  slavery  question  revives  this  old  issue,  and 
promises  to  make  it  one  of  prime  importance  in 
the  nation's  future.  He  is  narrow-minded  who 
desires  to  know  but  one  side  of  a  question,  what- 
ever his  convictions  may  be.  He  who  desires  to 
understand  what  are  the  principles  of  free-trade, 
and  what  the  arguments  by  which  they  are  main- 
tained, will  find  them  admirably  stated  by  M. 
Frederic  Bastiat,  in  his  Essajjs  on  Political 
Economy  (Chicago  Western  News  Co. ).  He  will 
be  surprised  to  find  in  the  spicy  paragraphs  and 
witty  dialogues  of  Mons.  Bastiat  that  political 
economy  is  any  thing  but  a  dry  science.  For 
those  who  desire  to  preserve  their  protective 
principles  we  must  pronounce  his  book  decidedly 
"dangerous." — John  Ploughman'' s  Talk  sounds 
very  much  more  like  a  devout  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin than  like  C.  11.  Spurgeon.  It  is  terse,  epi- 
grammatic, keen,  sparkling,  and  treats  of  the 
common  virtues  and  common  vices  of  everyday 
life.  Its  Anglican  tone  does  not  impair  its  use- 
fulness for  America.  Take  these  sententious 
sentences  for  a  specimen:  "Boasters  are  never 
worth  a  button  with  the  shank  off."  "It  is  the 
barren  cow  that  bellows. "  "  If  you  once  ask  the 
devil  to  dinner  it  will  be  hard  to  get  him  out  of 
the  house  again." — In  Sybaris  and  other  Homes 
Edward  Everett  Hale  treats  of  a  topic  of  no 
little  importance,  none  the  less  seriously  because 
under  guise  of  an  entirely  absurd  romance.  If 
the  family  is,  as  we  are  often  told,  the  basis  of 
the  state,  it  is  certain  that  civilization  must  begin 
at  home  ;  and  that  we  can  not  have  clean  streets 
and  healthy  cities  while  people  are  packed  into 
tenement-houses  in  a  Avay  that  would  disgrace 
the  hold  of  a  slave-trader. — Lake  George  and 
Lake  Champlain,  by  B.  C.  Butler,  is  a  history 
of  a  region  whose  quiet  beauty  is  unsurpassed, 
whose  historic  associations  are  perhaps  unequaled 
by  those  of  any  district  in  America.  The  pho- 
tographic illustrations  are  very  good.  AVe  can 
not  say  as  much  for  the  wood-cuts.  It  is  useful 
as  a  memento  rather  than  as  a  guide-book. — Mrs. 
Hawthorne's  Notes  in  England  and  Italy  is 
written  in  a  delightfully  gossipy,  personal,  un- 
conscious sort  of  way;  so  that,  taking  up  the 
book  with  a  new  mental  protest  against  another 
addition  to  the  absolutely  innumerable  books  of 
European  travel,  we  found  ourselves  attracted 
by  the  first  page,  and  reading  with  a  peculiar 
sort  of  social  zest,  as  if  we  were  talking  with  a  fa- 
miliar friend  of  familiar  scenes.  Of  course  the 
chief  value  of  such  a  book  is  as  a  memento  to 
those  who  have  traversed  the  same  ground  in 
person.  —  The  Writings  of  Madame  Swetchine,ii 
companion  volume  to  her  letters,  is  a  book  of 
quiet,  pleasant,  devotional  thoughts,  without  at- 
tempt at  orderly  arrangement  or  development, 
but  characterized  by  the  sjnrit  of  genuine  devo- 
tion unmarred  by  any  religious  dogmatism ;  a 
book  to  take  up  for  fragments  of  time,  and  fin- 
hours  of  religious  musing. — Mr.  Wilkinsons 
Da7ice  of  Modern  Society  is  the  most  pungent 
attack  on  the  modern  dance  we  have  ever  read. 
We  have  looked  with  some  interest,  but  in  vain, 
for  a  defense  of  the  accused  to  this  most  elo- 
quent indictment. 
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GIANT  OSTRICH  OF  MADAGASCAR. 

AMONG  the  most  striking  curiosities  of  va- 
rious natural  history  museums  for  some 
years  past  have  been  either  originals  or  casts  of 
a  gigantic  egg,  brought  from  Madagascar,  and 
belonging  to  an  extinct  species  of  bird  formerly 
living  in  that  country.  These  eggs  are  estimated 
to  be  of  two  gallons  capacity,  or  about  that  of 
one  hundred  and  forty-four  hen's  eggs,  and  about 
six  times  the  bulk  of  an  ostrich's  egg.  They  meas- 
ure about  thirteen  inches  in  length,  by  nine  inches 
in  diameter.  It  has  been  impossible  until  quite 
recently  to  obtain  any  characteristic  bones  of 
this  bird,  by  which  to  ascertain  its  true  zoolog- 
ical relationship,  some  authors  considering  it  a 
gigantic  pigeon,  others  a  vulture,  and  referring 
it  to  the  famous  roc  of  Marco  Polo,  but  the 
majority  of  naturalists  believing  it  to  belong  to 
the  family  of  Avhich  the  ostrich  is  a  member. 
Quite  lately  this  latter  view  has  been  established 
by  the  discovery  of  certain  portions  of  the  skele- 
ton ;  and  a  communication  relative  to  it  has  just 
been  made  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences  in  Paris. 

Under  the  supposition  that  the  bird  was  an 
ostrich,  comparisons  as  to  size  were  made,  based 
upon  the  relative  dimensions  of  the  eggs,  and  the 
height  of  about  fifteen  feet  was  ascribed  to  the 
Madagascar  species,  kno^v^l  as  the  Aepyornis, 
The  examination  of  the  remains  in  question, 
however,  has  satisfied  Prof.  A.  Milne  Edwards 
tliat  the  supposed  altitude  is  greatly  exaggerated, 
and  that  the  bird  in  all  probability  scarcely  ex- 
ceeded in  height  that  of  the  modern  ostrich,  or 
about  six  and  a  half  feet. 

With  this  moderate  height,  however,  the  bird 
was  enormous  in  its  other  dimensions,  as  shown 
by  the  truly  colossal  size  of  the  tibia,  which  is 
about  thirty  inches  in  length,  the  circumference 
of  the  upper  extremity  measuring  eighteen  inches 
and  that  of  the  lower  fourteen,  while  at  the  small- 
est intermediate  part  the  bone  has  a  circumference 
of  only  about  six  inches. 

The  femur  is  equally  remarkable  for  its  excess- 
ive massiveness,  its  length  being  only  one  and  a 
half  times  the  breadth  of  the  articular  face  of 
the  lower  extremity.  On  its  hinder  surface,  and 
above  the  condyles,  is  an  enormous  fossa,  into 
which  open  large  orifices  intended  to  admit  air 
into  the  bone.  The  feet  of  this  bird  must  have 
been  gigantic,  and  its  entire  appearance  ele- 
phantine. In  its  order,  its  probable  position  is 
near  the  Dinornis  and  the  Aptert/x,  but  differing 
from  both  in  a  very  remarkable  degree. 

A  full  account  of  these  bones  is  promised  by 
Prof.  Milne  Edwards,  and  its  appearance  will  be 
hailed  with  no  little  interest  by  naturalists. 

RELATIONSHIP  OF  OZONE  AND  PHOSPHOR- 
ESCENCE. 

According  to  a  recent  memoir,  there  is  a 
close  relationship  between  the  presence  of  ozone 
in  the  atmosphere  and  the  phosphorescence  of 
the  sea.  As  some  of  our  readers  are  perhaps 
aware,  ozone  is  in  greatest  abundance  with  a  low 
level  of  the  barometer  and  a  prevailing  south 
wind,  while  it  diminishes  with  a  rise  of  the  ba- 
rometer and  a  wind  from  the  north.  It  has 
now  been  ascertained,  by  careful  experiment,  that 


the  phosphorescence  of  the  sea,  as  well  as  the 
special  luminosity  of  phosphorus,  are  closely  con- 
nected with  these  phenomena  of  ozone,  and  that 
the  three  are  Mnked  together  in  some  way  not  yet 
fully  understood. 

IMPURITIES  OF  THE  ATMOSPHERE. 
The  close  attention  which  has  been  paid  of 
late  years  to  the  constituents  of  water,  as  bear- 
ing upon  the  health  of  towns  and  cities,  has  been 
productive  of  important  results  in  preventing,  or 
at  least  mitigating,  the  attacks  of  certain  forms 
of  disease.  Similar  investigations  that  have  been 
undertaken  in  regard  to  the  atmosj)here  promise 
equally  useful  results.  Few  persons  realize  the 
extent  to  which  the  gases  of  manufactories  and 
other  agencies  vitiate  the  atmosphere.  Thus,  in 
the  examination  of  rain-water,  at  Manchester, 
about  eight  grains  of  sulphuric  acid  to  the  gallon 
were  detected  ;  and  near  certain  alkali-works,  in 
the  vicinity  of  that  city,  the  number  amounted  to 
over  fifteen  grains  per  gallon.  It  is  not  surpris- 
ing, therefore,  in  view  of  the  presence  of  this  in- 
gredient, that  stone,  employed  in  buildings  or 
out-of-door  statuary,  in  nianufiicturing  towns, 
should  so  readily  become  decayed. 

SALTS  OF  COPPER  A  PRESERVATIVE 
AGAINbT  MOULD. 

The  application  of  salts  of  copper  to  stones 
exposed  to  the  atmosphere  (the  sulphate,  or  blue 
vitriol,  especially)  is  strongly  recommended,  for 
the  puri)ose  of  preventing  the  growth  of  crypto- 
gamic  plants,  which  so  frequently  injure  them. 
Housekeepers,  who  are  distressed  by  the  forma- 
tion of  a  green  coating  upon  the  brick  pavements  * 
in  damp  3ards  and  shady  places,  may  perhaps 
find  in  this  hint  a  suggestion  of  a  method  of  pre- 
venting the  difficulty  in  question.  It  is  probable 
that  crude  carbolic  acid  will  have  the  same,  but 
perhaps  a  less  durable,  effect. 

DEATH  OF  PROFESSOR  GRAHAM. 

Chemical  science  has  recently  experienced  a 
severe  loss  in  the  death  of  Professor  Thomas 
Graliam,  Master  of  the  Royal  Mint  of  England. 
This  gentleman  has  occupied  a  prominent  po- 
sition in  the  history  of  chemical  discovery  for 
many  years  past,  and  has  contributed  a  great 
many  important  facts  and  generalizations  to  the 
sum  of  human  knowledge — such  as  the  laws  reg- 
ulating the  diffusion  of  liquids  and  of  gases,  the 
method  of  dialysis,  etc.  Among  his  latest  con- 
tributions are  those  in  reference  to  the  presence 
of  hydrogen  in  a  meteoric  stone,  proving  its  ex- 
istence in  the  inter-spaces  of  the  heavens ;  and 
the  demonstration  of  the  metalHc  nature  of  hy- 
drogen, as  shown  by  its  forming  an  alloy  with 
platinum. 

ECONOMY  OF  SEED  IN  PLANTING. 

Experiments  have  recently  tended  to  prove 
that  roots  and  grains,  by  being  planted  much 
farther  apart  than  is  usual,  Avill  actually  yield 
larger  crops  than  are  now  obtained.  This  has 
been  shown  to  be  the  case  with  potatoes,  and 
more  recently  with  wheat.  It  is  found  that  the 
wheat  plant  increases  above  the  ground  in  pro- 
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portion  as  its  roots  have  room  to  develop  without 
interference  witli  those  of  its  neighbors.  In  one 
experiment,  wheat  thus  treated  furnished  ears 
containing  over  one  hundred  and  twenty  grains. 
It  was  found,  in  the  course  of  the  same  experi- 
ments, that  on  every  fully  developed  cereal  plant 
there  is  one  ear  superior  to  the  rest ;  and  that 
each  ear  has  one  grain  which,  when  planted,  will 
be  more  productive  than  any  other.  By  select- 
ing, therefore,  the  best  grain  of  the  best  ear,  and 
continuing  the  experiment  through  several  gen- 
erations, a  point  will  be  reached  beyond  which 
further  improvement  is  impossible,  and  a  fixed 
and  permanent  type  remains  as  the  final  result. 

CURE  OF  DAMPNESS  IN  WALLS. 

Mr,  Ransome,  the  inventor  of  the  stone  con- 
crete, has  recently  suggested  the  apj)lication  of  a 
silicious  solution  to  walls,  whether  of  brick  or 
stone,  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  them  imper- 
vious to  moisture.  The  experiments  made  have 
been  very  successful,  not  only  in  rendering  the 
building  thus  treated  water -proof,  but  in  pre- 
serving its  substance  from  decay.  Walls,  the 
paper  on  which  has  hitherto  continued  damp  in 
spite  of  every  effort,  can  now  be  rendered  per- 
fectly dry,  and  free  from  every  objectionable 
feature. 

TEMPERATURE  OP  AIR  AT  DIFFERENT 
HEIGHTS. 

Recent  experiments  with  what  is  called  the 
Captive  Balloon  at  Ashburnham  Park,  England, 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Glaisher,  have  shown 
that  under  a  clear  sky,  at  mid-day,  the  decrease 
of  temperature  in  ascending  amounts  to  over 
five  degrees  to  the  thousand  feet,  but  becomes 
less  and  less  as  the  day  advances,  until  at  about 
the  time  of  sunset  there  is  little  or  no  difi'erence  ; 
the  decline  being  greatest  nearest  the  earth. 
With  a  cloudy  sky  the  decline  in  the  daytime  is 
less  than  when  it  is  clear. 

PRE-HISTORIC  MAN  IN  ENGLAND, 

Researches  prosecuted  during  the  past  year,  in 
Kent's  Cavern,  in  England,  have  shown  that  it 
was  occupied  by  man  at  an  inconceivably  remote 
period.  Unmistakable  indications  of  his  pres- 
ence, such  as  Hint  implements  and  other  objects, 
were  found  associated  with  the  remains  of  the 
cave  lion,  the  cave  bear,  the  mammoth,  etc. 
The  date  is  at  least  as  far  back  as  that  of  the 
post-glacial  period. 

During  the  later  period  of  the  occupation  of 
the  cavern,  it  is  believed  that  its  inhabitants  were 
cannibals,  as  shown  by  the  existence  of  human 
bones,  which  had  evidently  belonged  to  bodies 
subjected  to  fire,  and  used  as  food. 

CURRENTS  IN  THE  UPPER  ATMOSPHERE. 

Meteorological  observations  made  in  balloon 
ascents  have  shown  that  frequently,  Avhen  air 
near  the  grounds  is  quite  still,  and  the  smoke 
from  the  chimneys  of  houses  rises  vertically,  there 
may  be  a  severe  gale  blowing  at  a  height  of  less 
than  a  thousand  feet.  It  has  even  been  asserted, 
from  observations  made  on  the  motion  of  smoke 
left  by  meteors,  that  severe  gales  in  opposite  di- 
rections may  occur  as  high  up  as  fifty  or  more 
miles. 

GIGANTIC  SHARK. 
A  monster  shark  has  recently  been  discovered 


at  the  Seychelles  Islands,  having  a  length  of  over 
sixty  feet,  and  far  exceeding  in  size  any  shark  of 
which  we  have  any  record,  whether  fossil  or  re- 
cent. Although  a  number  were  observed,  they 
were  much  too  large  to  be  captured  by  the  fishing 
apparatus  available  at  the  time.  Like  the  Bask- 
ing shark  of  the  North  Atlantic,  which,  not  much 
over  thirty  feet  long,  has  hitherto  been  consid- 
ered as  representing  the  monster  type  of  its  fam- 
ily, the  Seychelles  shark  appears  to  be  a  vegeta- 
ble feeder,  living  upon  sea-weeds,  and  therefore 
not  considered  dangerous  to  man — a  fortunate 
circumstance,  in  view  of  its  enormous  capacity 
for  mischief,  had  it  any  inclination  in  that  direc- 
tion. 

EXTINCTION  OF  THE  TASMANIAN  RACE. 

The  extinction  of  a  star  in  the  heavens  has  at 
various  times  excited  the  interest  of  astronomers. 
To  the  philanthropist  the  destruction  of  an  entire 
race  should  be  a  matter  of  much  greater  moment. 
We  are  informed  that  the  last  male  Tasmanian 
has  recently  departed  this  life,  and  that  the  sole 
survivor  of  the  aboriginal  inhabitants  of  the  isl- 
and is  an  aged  female. 

NEW  INDICATION  OF  LONGEVITY. 

According  to  Sir  Duncan  Gibb,  the  probable 
longevity  of  an  individual  may  be  determined  by 
examining  the  position  of  the  epiglottis.  If  this 
be  found  to  be  vertical,  a  great  age  may  be  looked 
for  ;  if  it  is  drooping  or  pendent,  then  the  age  of 
seventy  is  not  likely  to  be  reached,  or,  at  any  rate, 
exceeded. 

We  are  not  informed  whether  any  apparatus 
or  operation  has  yet  been  devised  by  which  the 
healthy  position  of  the  epiglottis  may  be  pro- 
duced, and  an  increased  longevity  thus  assured ! 

NORWEGIAN  COOKING  APPARATUS. 

It  is  now  several  years  since  the  so-called 
"Norwegian  Cooking  Apparatus"  was  first  ex- 
hibited to  the  public  ;  but  it  has  since  become  a 
favorite  in  every  direction,  in  consequence  of  the 
very  great  economy  of  fuel  resulting  from  its  use. 

In  its  simplest  form  it  consists  of  a  square  box 
or  chest,  lined  at  the  bottom  and  sides  with  felt, 
and  with  a  square  plug  of  the  same  material, 
which  can  be  laid  on  and  the  lid  then  shut  down. 
Tin  or  iron  vessels,  containing  the  substance  to 
be  cooked,  are  first  exposed  over  a  fire  for  a  short 
time  to  a  certain  amount  of  heat,  and  the  sub- 
stances in  them  brought  to  the  boiling  temperature. 
They  are  then  taken  off  and  set  inside  of  the  felt- 
lined  box,  the  top  is  put  on  and  the  lid  closed, 
and  they  are  allowed  to  remain  any  desired  length 
of  time.  The  felt  is  so  poor  a  conductor  that 
tiie  temperature  of  the  vessels  will  be  maintained 
for  many  hours  almost  unchanged,  and  the  pro- 
cess of  cooking  will  go  on  without  interruption 
or  the  application  of  additional  heat. 

In  one  experiment  a  piece  of  beef  was  boiled 
with  some  potatoes  for  about  seven  minutes  in  a 
tin  vessel,  which  was  then  placed  in  the  chest 
and  allowed  to  remain  for  a  little  longer  time 
than  would  be  required  in  ordinary  cooking.  On 
removing  the  vessel  the  contents  were  found  per- 
fectly done  and  smoking  hot ;  and  they  probably 
would  have  retained  the  same  temperature  many 
hours  longer,  as  after  the  lapse  of  five  hours  the 
vessel  was  so  hot  that  the  hand  could  not  be  held 
upon  it. 
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The  same  apparatus  is  equally  efficient  as  a 
refrigerator — and  -we  commend  the  hint  to  our 
readers  who  may  wish  to  keep  ice  in  small  quan- 
tity, especially  in  a  sick-room.  In  one  experi- 
ment several  pounds  of  ice  were  placed  in  a  tin 
box  inside  of  the  chest,  during  a  hot  summer 
afternoon.  In  the  course  of  the  evening  the 
box  was  opened  some  five  or  six  times,  to  re- 
move portions  of  the  ice ;  yet  on  the  next  day, 
at  the  expiration  of  twenty-four  hours,  although 
the  weather  in  the  mean  time  had  been  excessive- 
ly hot,  a  considerable  portion  of  the  ice  still  re- 
mained unmelted. 

INTERNATIONAL  STATISTICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  seventh  meeting  of  the  International  Sta- 
tistical Congress  was  held  at  the  Hague  on  the 
3d  of  September  last,  and,  like  its  predecessors, 
vv^as  attended  by  a  brilliant  delegation  from  all 
parts  of  the  world.  M.  Quetelet,  of  Brussels, 
was  elected  President,  and  among  the  Vice-Pres- 
idents we  find  the  name  of  Mr.  Samuel  B.  Rug- 
gles,  of  New  York,  an  American  delegate.  Many 
important  papers  were  presented,  and  much  mat- 
ter left  over  for  future  consideration.  Among 
other  objects  which  it  was  proposed  to  bring  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Congress  Avas  the  best 
method  of  taking  the  next  census  of  the  United 
States ;  and  from  the  varied  experience  of  the 
delegates  present  many  valuable  suggestions  in 
regard  to  this  matter  were  anticipated. 

THE  RIBERI  PRIZE. 
Some  of  our  medical  readers  may  be  interest- 
ed to  learn  that  the  famous  Riberi  prize,  amount- 
ing to  about  $4000,  will  be  assigned,  in  1871, 
for  the  third  time,  by  the  Royal  Academy  of 
INIedicine  of  Turin,  to  the  author  of  the  best 
work  on  medicine  published  during  the  last  tri- 
ennial period  ;  or  to  the  author  of  the  discovery 
tliat  may  be  considered  as  having  contributed 
most  largely  to  the  progress  of  medical  science. 
Competition  is  opened  to  Avriters  of  all  nations ; 
but  the  memoirs  must  be  written  in  Italian, 
French,  or  in  Latin,  and  sent  in  by  the  31  st  of 
December,  1870. 

DEEP-SEA  DREDGING. 

At  the  present  time  naturalists  of  all  countries 
seem  bent  on  ascertaining  the  secrets  of  the  sea, 
every  prominent  maritime  nation  having  been 
occupied  in  submarine  investigations  during  the 
past  year.  One  of  the  most  interesting  of  the 
explorations  of  the  kind  is  that  of  a  committee 
of  the  British  Association,  under  the  direction 
of  Professor  Wyville  Thompson,  prosecuted  on 
a  vessel  furnished  by  the  British  Government. 
The  researches  were  carried  on  by  means  of  a 
dredge  which,  as  our  readers  may  be  aware, 
consists  of  a  rectangular  iron  frame,  forming 
the  mouth  of  a  bag  of  nettiug,  which  is  protect- 
ed from  wear  by  a  leather  or  canvas  flap.  The 
whole  apparatus,  attached  to  a  rope  of  suitable 
length,  is  dropped  to  the  bottom  of  the  sea  and 
dragged  along  for  a  certain  distance,  scraping 
off  tlie  superficial  layer  of  mud  or  sand  into  the 
bag,  the  meshes  of  which  permit  the  dirt  to  be 
washed  through,  while  the  larger  substances  are 
retained  and  brought  to  light  when  the  dredge 
is  raised  to  the  surface.  The  depth  at  which 
the  bottom  of  the  sea  was  thus  explored  was 
truly  enormous,  amounting  in  one  instance  to  1 


OA'er  three  miles,  far  exceeding  that  of  any  oth- 
er experiment  with  the  dredge — although  small 
quantities  of  sea  bottom  have  been  brought  up 
with  the  sounding-line  from  equally  great  dis- 
tances from  the  surface. 

The  time  required  to  accomplish  a  cast  of  the 
dredge  amounted  to  about  six  hours,  a  small 
donkey  engine  being  used  in  the  operation. 
From  one  to  two  hundred-weight  of  mud  were 
brought  up  at  each  time. 

The  results  of  the  examination  have  not  yet 
been  published ;  but  they  are  said  to  be  full  of 
scientific  interest,  many  species  of  marine  ani- 
mals being  found  at  the  level  in  question ;  some 
of  them  entirely  new  to  science,  and  others  more 
or  less  rare.  The  temi)erature  was  carefully 
noted,  that  at  the  bottom  being  about  thirty-six 
degrees.  The  observations  indicated  that  the 
surface  water  is  affected  by  the  heat  of  the  sun 
only  to  a  depth  of  about  twenty  fathoms,  and 
that  the  Gulf  Stream  influences  the  degree  of 
heat  to  a  further  depth  of  five  to  seven  hundred 
fathoms.  Beyond  that  distance  the  temperature 
gradually  sinks  at  the  rate  of  about  one-tenth  of 
a  degree  for  each  hundred  fathoms. 

The  water  at  the  greatest  depth  was  found  to 
contain  a  large  excess  of  carbonic  acid  and  a 
considerable  portion  of  dissolved  organic  matter. 

The  fauna  appeared  to  be  most  varied  at  a  thou- 
sand fathoms,  where  the  temperature  is  about 
forty  degrees.  Below  this  the  greater  cold  seems 
to  produce,  in  its  arctic  character,  a  decrease  in 
the  number  and  size  of  the  species.  , 

SIZE  OF  PATAGONIANS. 

Some  interesting  observations  were  recently 
made  m  the  Straits  of  Magellan  by  a  British 
Hydrographical  and  Exploring  Expedition.  Tlie 
much-vexed  question  as  to  the  actual  height  of 
thePatagonians,  of  which  such  fabulous  accounts 
Avere  formerly  current,  received,  of  course,  some 
attention ;  and  it  Avas  found  that  they  really  are 
of  a  stature  larger  than  the  average  ;  one  chief 
measuring  six  feet  ten  and  a  half  inches  in  height  ; 
several  reaching  six  feet  four ;  and  the  average 
of  the  men  amounting  to  five  feet  ten  to  five  feet 
eleven  inches,  or  several  inches  more  than  the 
average  of  Englishmen.  The  Avomen  appear  to 
be  nearly  as  tall,  in  proportion,  as  the  men.  The 
Patagonians  are  of  a  fine  physique,  Avhich  is  as- 
cribed to  their  feeding  upon  the  flesh  of  the  gua- 
naco,  rather  than  ujjon  fish  or  mollusks. 

CHLORAL. 

Considerable  attention  has  been  directed  in 
medical  circles  to  the  physiological  action  of  a 
substance  called  chloral  (or  rather  its  hydrate), 
Avliich  Avas  discovered  by  Liebig  in  1 832,  and  is 
})roduced  by  the  action  of  chlorine  upon  alcohol. 
It  is  really  a  compound  of  chlorine,  carbon,  hy- 
drogen, and  ox^'gen,  and  is  most  readily  ])re- 
pared  by  distilling  together  starch  or  sugar,  hy- 
drochloric acid,  and  peroxyd  of  manganese. 

When  chloral  is  brought  in  contact  Avith  Ava- 
ter  it  forms  a  Avhite,  crystalline,  solid  substance 
— hydrate  of  chloral ;  and  this,  Avhen  treated 
Avith  an  alkali,  is  decomposed  into  chloroform 
and  a  formiate. 

Theoretically,  if  hydrate  of  chloral  be  intro- 
duced into  a  living  body,  the  alkali  of  the  blood 
ought  to  liberate  chloroform,  and  sleep  as  from 
chloroform  Avould  be  expected  to  result,  but 


EDITOR'S  SCIENTIFIC  RECOKD. 


305 


probably  for  a  longer  time.  Actual  experiment 
has  verified  the  theoretical  suggestion  ;  the  chlo- 
roform thus  liberated  producing  sleep  precisely 
similar  to  the  sleep  of  chloroform  itself,  and 
lasting  at  will  for  a  number  of  hours.  It  is, 
however,  at  present  considered  a  very  uncertain 
and  somewhat  dangerous  substance,  and  one  that 
will  probably  not  replace  chloroform,  especially 
as  it  has  been  ascertained  that  the  injection  of 
this  latter  substance  into  the  blood  produced  pre- 
cisely the  same  results  as  chloral  itself,  and  prob- 
ably with  greater  safety.  It  is  possible,  however, 
that  as  a  substitute  for  opium  and  other  narcotiz- 
ing substances  the  hydrate  of  chloral  may  come, 
before  long,  into  more  or  less  general  use. 

According  to  some  late  experiments,  chloral, 
no  matter  wbat  the  dose,  when  first  administered 
produces  a  period  of  excitation  ;  and  with  a  small 
dose  the  action  goes  no  further.  If  the  dose  be 
sufficiently  large,  the  excitation  is  followed  by  a 
condition  of  anassthesia.  Very  large  doses  cause 
death,  which  is  preceded  by  a  decided  lowering 
of  the  temperature. 

STEEL  CORE  FOR  TELEGRAPHIC  WIRE. 

Among  the  great  improvements  in  telegraphy, 
made  within  a  recent  period,  may,  we  are  as- 
sured by  experts,  be  included  the  introduction 
of  a  conducting  wire  having  a  steel  centre,  and 
wrapped  around  with  a  band  of  copper  in  a  long 
spiral,  the  outer  surface  being  afterward  tinned, 
to  protect  it  from  the  action  of  the  atmosphere. 
This  wire,  it  is  said,  can  be  made  of  equal  con- 
ductivity with  solid  iron,  and  of  one-third  the 
weight,  thus  securing  a  great  economy  of  ex- 
pense in  transportation,  and  a  reduction  in  the 
number  and  size  of  the  supporting  poles,  and 
a  greatly  improved  insulation,  together  with 
many  other  advantages.  It  is  said  that  this 
wire,  arranged  for  cable  purposes,  can  be  made 
of  twice  the  conductivity  of  the  Atlantic  cable, 
and  of  only  one-half  the  weight  and  cost.  The 
use  of  the  steel  is,  of  course,  to  supply  the  req- 
uisite strength  and  tenacity,  while  the  copper 
furnishes  the  conducting  substance. 

WATER-PROOF  CLOTHING. 

Material  for  water-proof  clothing  has  been  in 
use  for  many  years,  and  is  of  great  importance 
in  our  everyday  economy.  Rubber  is,  of  course, 
the  most  perfect  repellent  of  wet ;  but  is  very  ob- 
jectionable as  preventing  the  escape  of  the  in- 
sensible perspiration,  and  causing  the  exhalations 
from  the  skin  to  condense  and  produce  a  clammy 
sensation,  rendering  the  Avearer  very  liable  to 
take  cold  when  exposed  to  a  change  of  tempera- 
ture or  to  a  draught. 

Water-proof  fabrics  of  woven  material  have 
been  extensively  used  ever  since  the  dnys  of 
Mackintosh ;  and  considerable  improvements 
have  latterly  been  made  in  the  preparation  of 
this  article,  which,  while  permitting  the  escape 
of  the  insensible  perspiration,  also  excludes  rain 
and  wet. 

The  following  recipe  for  rendering  tweed  and 
other  smiilar  cloths  thoroughly  water-proof  has, 
it  is  said,  been  tested  with  satisfactory  results. 
A  liquid  is  prepared  by  dissolving  half  a  pound 
of  sugar  of  lead  and  half  a  pound  of  powdered 
alum  in  a  bucket  of  soft  water,  and  stirring  the 
solution  at  intervals  until  it  becomes  clear,  and 
then  pouring  it  off  into  another  bucket.  The 
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cloth  or  garment  is  to  be  immersed  in  this,  and 
left  for  twenty-four  hours,  and  then  hung  up  to 
dry  without  wringing.  Dresses  prepared  in  this 
way  will,  it  is  said,  resist  the  severest  storms 
without  allowing  the  moisture  to  penetrate,  the 
rain  hanging  upon  the  cloth  in  globules.  One 
person,  we  are  assured,  walked  nnic  miles,  in  a 
very  severe  storm  of  wind  and  rain,  and  on  the 
removal  of  his  over-coat  found  his  under-gar- 
ments  as  dry  as  when  he  put  them  on. 

CONSTITUTION  OF  CANDLE-FLAME. 
It  is  a  favorite  postulate  of  physicists  that  the 
flame  of  a  candle  is  hollow,  and  consists  of  an 
external  burning  cone  with  a  dark  central  space. 
An  ingenious  method  of  proving  this  satisfacto- 
rily has  recently  been  announced ;  and  consists 
in  using  a  rubber  tube  with  an  ordinary  slit  gas- 
burner  at  the  end,  directed  horizontally,  and 
fastened  to  a  stand,  as  in  the  ordinary  gas  port- 
able drop-light.  The  other  end  of  the  tube  com- 
municates with  a  reservoir  of  Avater  placed  at  a 
suitable  height,  and  is  provided  with  a  stop-cock. 
Under  a  certain  degree  of  pressure  the  water  is 
forced  through  this  gas  jet  in  a  horizontal,  con- 
tinuous, and  perfectly  transparent  sheet,  and  the 
burning  candle  is  moved  up  until  the  cone  oPthe 
flame  is  cut,  at  any  desired  point,  when  a  perfect 
circle  of  flame  will  be  seen  on  looking  through 
the  water,  the  gas  and  smoke  being  carried  away 
constantly  by  the  jet.  A  similar  arrangement 
may  be  applied  in  investigating  the  character  of 
gas  flame,  or  that  of  any  other  light.  A  plati- 
num wire  can  be  introduced  across  the  section 
into  the  cavity,  and  it  will  remain  unreddened  in 
the  interior. 

THE  CHEMICAL  FIRE-EXTINGUISHER. 

Recent  improvements  of  a  form  of  apparatus 
known  under  this  name  have  rendered  it  an  im- 
portant auxiliary  in  the  prevention  of  fires,  and 
one  well  worthy  of  being  kept  in  all  public  build- 
ings, as  well  as  private  establishments,  which  are 
not  absolutely  fire-proof. 

It  consists  sim])ly  of  a  cylinder,  of  about  the 
size  of  a  common  water- cooler,  which,  when 
filled,  can  be  carried  about  by  means  of  a  strap 
passing  over  the  shoulders.  The  liquid  employ- 
ed is  a  solution  of  bicarbonate  of  soda,  and  tar- 
taric acid  in  crystals  is  placed  in  a  perforated 
tube  screwed  into  the  top  of  the  cylinder  and 
dipping  down  into  the  liquid.  The  contact  of 
the  acid  and  alkali,  of  course,  generates  carbonic 
acid  gas,  which  rises  to  the  top,  and  is  ready  for 
use,  and  can  be  drawn  off  through  a  j)ipe  Avhen- 
ever  required.  A  moderate  current  of  this  gae 
turned  upon  a  burning  surface  will  extinguish  it 
almost  immediately,  no  matter  how  intense  the 
flame  may  be,  or  how  mflammable  the  substance 
in  combustion.  In  one  instance  a  mass  of  dry 
light  wood,  composed  of  barrels,  s])lit-wood,  and 
shavings  saturated  with  petroleum,  equal  in  quan- 
tity to  several  cords,  was  set  on  fire,  and  allowed 
to  burn  for  some  time.  Two  of  the  extinguish- 
ers were  then  brought  to  bear  upon  it,  and  the 
flames  were  subdued  instantly. 

The  gas  does  not  deteriorate  by  being  kept, 
but  remains  ready  for  use  an  indefinite  period  of 
time. 

It  may  be  stated,  in  this  connection,  that  not 
many  months  ago  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  fine 
building  of  the  Boston  Society  of  Natural  His- 
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tory ;  but  the  services  of  an  extinguisher  were 
called  into  play,  and  the  flames  were  instantly 
subdued  under  circumstances  that  rendered  it 
probable  that  without  this  application  the  entire 
building  might  have  been  destroyed. 

LIFE  OF  HUMBOLDT. 

A  scientific  life  of  Humboldt  is  about  to  be 
written  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  Bruhns,  the 
Director  of  the  Berlin  Observatory,  and  will  con- 
sist of  a  biography,  as  such,  and  an  account  of 
his  scientific  discoveries  and  investigations.  The 
assistance  of  specialists  in  the  departments  in 
which  Humboldt  obtained  his  greatest  renown 
has  been  secured,  and  it  is  probable  that  before 
long  we  shall  have  what  has  long  been  a  desid- 
eratum in  reference  to  this  eminent  individual. 

V/ORKERS  IN  COPPER  AND  THE  CHOLERA. 

Attention  has  recently  been  called  in  Paris  to 
the  fact  of  an  apparent  exemption  of  workers  in 
copper  from  attacks  of  cholera,  during  the  vari- 
ous epidemics  that  have  visited  that  city.  It 
was  found  that,  in  the  class  of  operatives  referred 
to,  the  proportion  of  deaths  among  the  adult 
v.orkmen  in  co]jper,  during  the  cholera  season, 
did  not  exceed  three  to  every  ten  thousand  cases  ; 
while,  among  gold  and  silver  smiths,  the  mortali- 
ty was  one  in  every  seven  hundred  and  nineteen. 
A  nearly  similar  disproportion  was  observed  in 
the  case  of  those  engaged  in  other  occupations. 

AURORAL  LIGHT. 

Some  interesting  observations  upon  the  spec- 
trum of  the  auroral  light  have  recentl}'  been  made 
by  members  of  the  Astronomical  Society  of  To- 
ronto ;  and  while  the  indications  of  the  spectro- 
scope were  thought  to  show  tlie  presence  of  sev- 
eral elements  at  ])resent  unknown,  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  the  light  was  principally  incandescent 
oxygen.  The  presence  of  this  gas  in  the  regions 
traversed  by  the  aurora  is  supposed  to  be  the  re- 
sult of  the  decomposition  of  water  in  the  atmos- 
phere by  electric  currents.  When  its  gases  (oxy- 
gen and  hydrogen)  are  se])arated  and  afterward 
ignited,  they  produce  the  light  which  is  seen,  its 
tint  varying  perhaps  with  the  other  ingredients, 
and  water  is  reproduced,  which  is  generally  visi- 
ble as  a  turbid  atmosphere  during  the  auroral 
display. 

PRE-HISTORIC  REMAINS  IN  FRANCE. 

A  report  has  just  been  published  by  Professor 
Owen  on  the  human  remains  from  the  cave  of 
Bruniquel,  a  cavern  in  the  valley  of  the  Aveyron, 
in  France.  He  states  that  the  cavgrn  furnishes 
incontestable  evidence  of  the  high  antiquity  of 
man,  as  shown  by  the  abundant  remains  of  rein- 
deer and  wild  horses,  upon  which  he  had  fed  to 
a  great  extent.  With  these  are  numerous  im- 
]!iements  and  utensils  of  bone,  some  of  them  ex- 
l.ibiting  quite  good  carvings,  representing  the  an- 
imals just  mentioned.  The  absence  of  the  re- 
mains of  the  cave  lion,  cave  bear,  hyena,  rhinoc- 
eros, etc.,  indicates  a  period  subsequent  to  that 
at  which  these  larger  species  flourished. 

NATURAL  SUCCESSION  OF  PLANTS. 

Mr.  Bentham,  the  eminent  President  of  the 
Linngean  Society  of  London,  dissents  from  the 
generally  received  opinion  that  the  spontaneous 
occurrence  of  plants,  in  a  certain  region,  for  the 


first  time,  as  the  result  of  the  burning  over  of  the 
land,  turning  up  of  fresh  soil,  etc. ,  is  due  to  the 
presence  of  their  seeds  in  the  soil  for  an  in- 
definite period  of  time,  waiting  only  a  favorable 
opportunity  to  germinate.  He  thinks  that  it  is 
to  birds  and  atmospheric  currents,  carrying  fresh 
seeds,  that  this  phenomenon  is  mainly  due.  The 
fact  that  few  seeds  retain  their  vitality  for  more 
than  a  few  years,,  except  Avhen  kept  perfectly 
dry,  is,  he  thinks,  strong  evidence  against  the 
reasonableness  of  the  first-mentioned  supposi- 
tion. 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  LICHENS. 

It  has  been  found  as  the  result  of  the  examin- 
ation of  a  large  collection  of  lichens,  made  re- 
cently in  New  Granada,  that  about  100  out  of 
450  are  species  found  also  in  Europe,  as  well  as 
elsewhere  in  the  Old  World,  proving  the  very 
cosmopolitan  character  of  plants  of  this  group. 

CHANGE  OF  CARBONIC  ACID  TO  OXALIC. 

The  transformation  of  carbonic  acid  to  oxalic 
is  one  of  the  recent  novelties  in  chemistry  Avhich 
may  interest  some  of  our  readers.  It  is  accom- 
plished by  placing  pure  sodium  with  sand  in  a 
flask,  and  passing  a  stream  of  carbonic  acid  gas 
rapidly  into  the  flask,  which  is  at  the  same  time 
set  in  a  bath  of  boiling  mercury.  The  metal  as- 
sumes a  purple  color,  and  in  a  few  hours  is  con- 
verted into  a  dark  powdery  mass.  When  cool, 
the  substances  are  removed  from  the  flask  and 
treated  with  water.  The  aqueous  solution  is 
then  saturated  with  an  excess  of  acetic  acid 
and  precipitated  >vith  chloride  of  calcium,  by 
which  oxalate  of  lime  is  obtained.  Sixty  grains 
of  sodium,  by  this  process,  will  yield  six  grains 
of  pure  oxalate  of  lime. 

TOWN  AND  COUNTRY  AIR. 

It  is  stated  that  the  air  of  the  country  differs 
strikingly  from  that  of  towns,  in  having  a  much 
greater  bleaching  power  ;  and,  after  a  rain  espe- 
cially, that  it  influences  bright  and  oxydizable 
metals  much  more  powerfully.  All  kinds  of 
woven  fabrics  are  bleached  more  rapidly,  dyed 
tissues  fade  more  readily,  and  iron  and  steel,  and 
even  copper,  rust  more  quickly. 

DETECTION  OF  FALSIFIED  WRITING. 

According  to  a  French  journal,  alterations  or 
falsification  of  writings,  made  w^ith  ordinary  ink, 
may  be  rendered  impossible  by  passing  the  paper 
to  he  used  through  a  solution  of  gallic  acid  in 
pure  distilled  water.  When  dry,  this  paper  may 
be  used  like  ordinary  paper ;  and  any  attempt  to 
alter  or  change  any  thing  written  upon  it  will  be 
left  perfectly  visible,  and  can  thus  be  easily  de- 
tected. 

INFLUENCE  OF  MOON  ON  RAIN-FALL, 
The  question  as  to  Avhether  the  moon  exercises 
any  influence  on  the  rain-fall  does  not  seem  in  a 
very  fair  way  to  be  settled  at  present,  as  two  pa- 
pers, both  by  eminent  meteorologists,  published 
in  the  same  journal,  take  decidedly  opposite 
ground  ;  one  giving,  as  the  result  of  forty  years' 
observation,  that  no  influence  is  appreciable; 
while  the  other,  with  fifty-four  years  of  records, 
comes  to  the  conclusion  that  the  amount  of  rain 
which  falls  increases  to  a  maximum  about  the 
tenth  day  of  the  moon's  age,  while  the  average 
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amount  of  rain  "per  fall"  has  its  maximum  at 
the  end  of  the  illumination. 

CLEANING  OF  THE  "GREAT  EASTERN." 

The  Great  Eastern  recently  had  her  bottom 
thoroughly  cleaned  by  divers,  preparatory  to 
taking  on  board  the  Anglo-Indian  cable.  The 
bottom  was  in  a  very  foul  state,  muscles  having 
accumulated  in  some  places  to  a  thickness  of 
more  than  a  foot;  and  it  is  stated  that  50,000 
gallons  of  foreign  matter,  principally  barnacles, 
shells,  etc.,  were  removed  frgm  the  ship  beneath 
the  water-line. 

NEW  SHIP  CANAL. 

Surveys  for  a  canal  from  the  North  Sea  to  the 
Baltic  have  just  been  completed,  and  the  work 
is  soon  to  be  commenced.  The  cost  is  estimated 
at  about  $20,000,000,  and  the  whole  is  to  be 
completed  in  from  six  to  eight  years. 

WORK  ON  MAN  BY  DARWIN. 

A  new  work  by  Mr.  Darwin  has  just  been  an- 
nounced, the  appearance  of  which  will  be  await- 
ed with  much  interest  by  the  community.  In 
this  the  conclusions  arrived  at  in  regard  to  spe- 
cies Avill  be  applied  particularly  to  man.  The 
work,  to  be  published  next  year,  will  consist  of 
three  parts :  first,  the  descent  of  man ;  second, 
the  sexual  selections ;  and  third,  the  expres- 
sion of  emotions.  In  the  third  subject  we  shall 
have  the  result  of  numerous  inquiries  which  Mr. 
Darwin  has  been  making  for  some  years,  through 
circulars  distributed  by  him,  as  to  how  far  man 
is  endowed  with  muscles  solely  for  the  purpose 
of  expressing  emotion ;  how  far  the  same  ex- 
pressions prevail  among  the  different  races  of 
m:\n ;  and  in  what  manner  the  different  animals 
exhibit  their  emotions. 

NEW  BESSEMER  FURNACE. 

Mr.  Bessemer  has  lately  patented  a  new  meth- 
od of  producing  intense  heat,  by  means  of  com- 
bustion under  pressure,  where  the  flame  can  be 
bottled  up,  as  it  were,  like  steam  in  a  steam- 
l)oiler.  He  claims  that,  by  his  arrangement, 
heat  is  intensified  in  the  ratio  to  the  pressure 
employed  ;  so  that  the  most  refractory  substances 
known  may  be  melted  or  vaporized  as  readily  as 
the  most  fusible. 

HYPOSULPHITE  OF  SODA  IN  WASHING. 

A  German  chemist  advises  washer-women  to 
use  hyposulphite  of  soda,  instead  of  the  common 
carbonate  of  soda,  as  it  does  not  attack  fabrics  in 
any  way,  while  it  exerts  a  certain  bleaching  ac- 
tion, which  greatly  improves  the  appearance  of 
Avhite  goods.  • 

DETECTION  OF  METEORIC  DUST. 
According  to  a  certain  author,  a  sheet  of  glass, 
covered  with  glycerine  and  exposed  to  the  wind, 
after  the  great  foil  of  meteors  in  I8GG,  collected 
a  black  powder,  which,  on  examination,  proved 
to  be  iron,  and  was  supposed  to  have  been  de- 
rived from  the  shooting-stars. 

DESTRUCTION  OF  SEA-FISHERIES. 

The  note  of  alarm  is  continually  raised  in 
Great  Britain,  as  Avell  as  elsewhere,  in  regard  to 
the  dangers  of  destroying  the  fisheries  of  the  sea 
by  improvident  treatment.    The  diminution  of 
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the  fish-supply  on  the  coast  of  England  is  attrib- 
uted largely  to  the  constant  dragging  of  the  bot- 
tom by  means  of  the  trawl  net,  by  which  the 
sea-weed  is  raked  up  and  the  spawn  and  young 
fish  destroyed,  not  only  affecting  the  supply  of 
adults  of  the  same  species,  but  also  removing  the 
incitement  on  the  part  of  the  predacious  fishes 
to  come  in  to  the  shore  and  feed. 

Various  kinds  of  fish,  formerly  extremely 
abundant,  have  become  very  rare,  and  thriving 
establishments,  consisting  of  smoke-houses,  etc., 
are  now  in  ruins.  The  same  result  is  following, 
more  slowly  perhaps,  but  with  equal  certainty, 
on  our  own  coast,  especially  that  of  Maine,  and 
the  adjacent  shores  of  New  Brunswick,  Nova 
Scotia,  and  Grand  Menan.  Here,  indeed,  the 
trawl  is  not  used,  but  the  migrating  schools  of 
fish,  especially  of  herring,  are  captured  in 
weirs,  set  at  intervals  of  a  few  miles  all  along  the 
coast,  and  immense  numbers  are  entrapped. 
These  are  taken  up  by  means  of  nets  Avith 
meshes  so  fine  as  to  capture  not  only  the  ma- 
ture fish,  but  also  the  young  fry ;  and  the  entire 
mass  being  removed,  it  is,  with  the  exception  of 
the  fish  large  enough  to  be  smoked,  boiled  down 
and  prepared  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the 
oil ;  the  remainder,  or  the  so-called  pumice,  being 
sold  for  manure. 

Many  of  these  fish  are  taken  when  visiting  the 
coast  for  the  purpose  of  spawning,  and  being 
prevented  in  this,  or  the  fry  being  captured  be- 
fore they  have  attained  to  maturity,  they  are  de- 
stroyed in  the  manner  stated. 

It  is  well  known  that,  as  a  general  rule,  fish, 
like  birds,  return  during  their  breeding  season," 
as  near  as  possible  to  the  spot  where  they  them- 
selves were  born  ;  and,  of  course,  if  the  entire 
supply  of  fish  of  a  given  kind,  in  any  particular 
locality,  be  destroyed  at  any  time,  it  may  only 
be  after  a  considerable  interval  that  stragglers 
from  other  grounds  will  visit  the  place. 

On  our  own  shores,  as  well  as  those  of  En- 
gland, the  destruction  of  herring  involves  the 
absence  of  the  various  species  of  cod,  hake,  pol- 
lock, and  other  fish  that  prey  upon  them;  and 
the  entire  supply  thus  becomes  diminished  by 
the  destruction  of  herring  in  the  way  just  men- 
tioned. 

NEW  THEORY  OF  THE  UNIVERSE. 
A  new  theory  of  the  universe  has  recently 
been  propounded  by  Mr.  Proctor,  an  eminent 
English  astronomer.  Instead  of  considering  the 
nebulai  as  galaxies  of  stars  at  an  immense  dis- 
tance, and  representing  solar  systems  different 
from  that  to  which  our  globe  belongs,  he  be- 
lieves that  they  are  part  of  our  sidereal  system, 
and  that  they  are  probably  masses  or  clouds  of 
hydrogen. 

ACTION  OF  KREOSOTE  ON  WOOD. 

It  is  well  known  that  kreosote  has  been  ap- 
plied to  great  advantage  in  the  preservation  of 
wood  for  engineering  ])urposes ;  and  a  recent 
writer  attempts  to  show  that  this  is  due,  first, 
to  its  coagulating  albuminous  substances,  and 
fixing  the  constituents  of  the  cambium  and  cel- 
lulose of  young  wood  ;  second,  to  its  abstracting 
and  appropriating  the  oxygen  in  the  pores  of  the 
wood,  and  preventing  its  action  upon  the  woody 
tissue;  third,  to  its  resinifying  within  the  pores 
of  the  wood,  and  thus  excluding  both  air  and 
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moisture ;  fourth,  to  its  acting  as  a  positive 
poison  to  the  lower  forms  of  animal  and  vege- 
table life,  and  protecting  the  wood  against  the 
attacks  of  all  parasitic  objects.  It  is  stated  that 
the  formidable  ravages  of  the  white  ant  are  pre- 
vented by  the  use  of  this  substance,  and  that  it 
may  be  considered  as  solving  all  the  problems 
presented  in  regard  to  the  preservation  of  wood, 
under  all  circumstances. 

DUALIN,  A  NEW  EXPLOSIVE. 

Among  the  many  novel  explosive  substances 
which  of  late  have  been  introduced  to  the  no- 
tice of  the  public,  dualin  is  said  to  possess  the 
intensity  and  force  of  nitro-glyceiine,  with  the 
persistent  action  of  ordinary  gunpowder.  It 
consists  mainly  of  saw-dust  treated  with  nitro- 
sulphuric  acid,  already  known  for  many  years 
as  Schultz's  gunpowder,  with  the  addition  of 
nitrate  of  ammonia.  This  substance  is  said  to 
have  much  greater  explosive  force  than  oi'dinary 
gunpowder,  as  all  of  its  constituents  are  convert- 
ed into  gases ;  and  it  corresponds  in  many  of  its 
features  to  gun-cotton,  being  liable  to  the  same 
objection  of  gradually  decomposing  under  the 
influence  of  air  and  moisture. 

It  is  said  to  be  of  about  the  conducting  power 
of  dynamite,  and  to  be  considerably  cheaper. 
Its  general  peculiarities,  however,  as  to  safety 
of  transport  and  handling,  are  not  very  well 
kno^vn ;  and  we  would  hardly  advise  our  read- 
ers to  make  much  use  of  it,  without  having  had 
it  more  thoroughly  tested. 

LIEBIG'S  PEESERVING  FLUID. 

Liebig  has  recently  patented  the  following  t 
liquid  for  preserving  meat.  Thirty-six  pounds 
of  common  salt  and  half  a  pound  of  crystallized 
phosphate  of  soda  are  dissolved  in  ten  gallons  of 
water ;  the  addition  of  the  phosphate  of  soda  hav- 
ing the  object  of  purifying  the  salt  from  lime  and 
magnesia.  If  sea  salt  be  used,  one  pound  of 
phosphate,  or  double  the  proportion,  must  be 
applied.  The  solution  is  allowed  to  stand  until 
it  is  clear,  and  is  then  poured  otf  from  tlie  whit- 
ish deposit.  To  every  pound  and  a  half  of  salt 
>vater  thus  prepared,  six  pounds  of  extract  of 
meat,  one  and  a  half  pounds  of  chlorate  of  pot- 
ash, and  ten  ounces  of  soda-saltpetre  are  to  be 
added. 

ENLARGED  GOOSE  LIVERS, 

Enlarged  goose  livers,  so  much  used  in  the 
preparation  of  pates  and  other  culinary  deli- 
cacies, are  usually  obtained,  it  is  asserted,  by 
nailing  the  feet  of  living  geese  upon  a  board, 
and  keeping  them  in  a  dark  place,  near  a  hot 
fire,  and  stuffing  them  with  rich  food.  A  less 
cruel  inethod  of  accomplishing  the  same  object 
is  said  to  consist  in  feeding  garlic  and  Indian 
corn  in  equal  quantities  every  day.  In  one  in- 
stance it  is  stated  that  the  liver  of  a  goose  fed 
in  this  manner  for  some  time  weighed  as  much 
as  thirty  ounces. 

PRESERVATION  OF  GRAPES. 

Much  interest  was  excited  during  the  Paris 
Exposition  of  1867  by  the  excellent  state  of 
preservation  in  which  grapes  were  exhibited  by 
certain  vine-growers  of  the  village  of  Thomery, 
near  Paris.  A  recent  report  of  the  methods 
adopted  for  the  attainment  of  their  object  fur- 


nishes the  following  information :  The  grapes 
to  be  kept  are  carefully  selected  and  removed 
from  the  vines  on  a  dry  day  in  the  month  of 
September  or  October,  care  being  taken  to  ,  have 
a  stem  of  three  or  four  inches  in  length,  and  a 
few  of  the  leaves  attached  to  it,  if  elegance  of 
appearance  is  desired.  The  grapes  are  placed 
on  lattice  frames,  and  allowed  to  dry  for  a  short 
time,  witli  the  windows  and  doors  of  the  room  in 
which  they  are,  kept  open  in  fine  weather.  The 
room  is,  however,  then  to  be  completely  closed, 
and  no  light  admitted,  except  that  of  a  lamp  or 
lantern,  when  entrance  is  required.  Frames  are 
to  be  placed  around  the  walls,  in  which  are  in- 
serted numerous  glass  bottles,  so  arranged  as  to 
be  held  firmly  erect  by  means  of  a  perforated 
board,  thi-ough  which  the  upper  end  of  the  bot- 
tle is  passed.  Long  tables  are  set  in  the  middle 
of  the  room  also,  upon  which  are  laid,  horizon- 
tally, cylinders  of  earthen-w^are  or  of  iron,  about 
three  feet  in  length,  and  about  two  inches  in  di- 
ameter, and  with  two  rows  of  perforations  near 
the  median  line  above,  in  which  are  cemented 
short  glass  tubes  —  about  twelve  on  each  side. 
A  rather  larger  hole  is  placed  at  one  end  on  the 
very  top  of  the  cylinder,  into  which  likewise  a 
tube  is  inserted.  These  vessels,  both  bottles 
and  cylinders,  are  filled  with  water,  into  which 
a  small  amount  of  powdered  charcoal  has  been 
put  to  keep  it  sweet.  The  portion  of  vine-stem 
attached  to  the  cluster  is  then  inserted  through 
the  tube  into  the  water,  and  allowed  to  remain 
until  the  grapes  are  removed  for  sale.  A  con- 
stant examination  is  made  of  the  stock,  and  all 
defective  or  rotten  bunches  are  carefully  removed. 
,  The  chamber  is  kept  constantly  dark,  and 
warmed  artificially  only  when  the  grapes  are 
threatened  with  fieezing.  In  this  way  grapes 
may  be  kept  for  months  unchanged  and  ready 
for  use  at  any  time ;  and  it  will  be  readily  un- 
derstood what  profits  some  of  the  cultivators 
obtain,  when  we  state  that  one  of  them  puts  up 
five  thousand  pounds  of  grapes  every  year  to 
supply  the  demand  of  the  winter  and  early 
spring,  and  at  a  time  when  their  value,  even 
in  Paris,  may  reach  from  three  to  five  dollars 
a  pound. 

Raisins  are  prepared  in  the  same  establish- 
ments by  simply  laying  the  grapes  on  lattice 
frames,  bedded  with  dry  straw,  and  placed  one 
above  the  other.  The  bunches  are  laid  side  by 
side,  but  not  quite  in  contact.  For  the  first 
fourteen  days,  if  the  external  air  is  not  damp, 
the  windows  and  doors  are  allowed  to  remain 
open.  After  that  every  thing  is  closed,  and 
they  are  kept,  as  before  stated,  entirely  in  the 
dark. 

PR*EPAEATION  OF  GYPSLTii  FOR  CASTS. 

A  recent  improvement  in  the  preparation  of 
plaster  of  Paris,  for  taking  fine  casts,  consists  in 
the  addition  of  powdered  alum  in  a  small  propor- 
tion to  the  calcined  plaster,  and  then  heating  it 
a  second  time  to  a  red  heat.  Casts  made  of 
plaster  thus  prepared  have  an  appearance  very 
similar  to  unglazed  porcelain,  with  the  translu- 
cence  of  marble,  and  a  fine  lustre,  so  that  they 
can  scarcely  be  distinguished  from  polished  mar- 
ble, to  which  they  do  not  yield  much  in  hardness. 

PURIFICATION  OF  WATER. 
The  hypochlorate  of  iron  is  said  to  be  one  of 
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the  best  substances  knoAvn  for  purifying  water; 
resembling  alum  in  its  action.  A  more  simple 
method,  however,  consists  in  forcing  air  from  an 
air-pump  through  a  sieve-like  tube,  and  continu- 
ing this  for  a  considerable  iength  of  time.  The 
oxygen  of  the  air  coming  in  contact  with  the  or- 
ganic substances  in  the  water  oxydizes  them,  and 
they  fall  to  the  bottom,  with  any  mineral  constit- 
uents that  may  be  present,  leaving  the  water  per- 
fectly pure.  The  length  of  time  necessary  to  ac- 
complish this  object  is  not  very  great,  a  few  min- 
utes every  day  being  sufficient  to  purify  all  the  i 
water  needed  by  one  family  for  drinking  and 
cooking. 

CLEANSING  FLUID. 

A  convenient  preparation  for  taking  out  oil 
spots,  and  for  cleansing  articles  of  brass,  silver- 
plated  ware,  and  gold,  is  made  by  mixing  to- 
gether equal  parts  of  caustic  ammonia  and  spirits 
of  soap ;  and  this  may  be  applied  to  a  great  va- 
riety of  purposes  in  household  economy. 

NEW  PROFESSORSHIP. 

Mr.  James  Young,  a  gentleman  who  has  made 
a  large  fortune,  principally  by  the  manufacture 
of  paraffine,  has  lately  endowed  a  Chair  of  Tech- 
nical Chemistry  in  the  Anderson  University,  in 
Glasgow,  with  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  guineas. 
There  is  considerable  discussion  among  chemists 
in  Great  Britain  as  to  who  is  the  best  fitted  to  oc- 
cupy the  Chair,  though  it  is  stated  that  Mr.  Per- 
kins, who  has  given  much  attention  to  the  theory 
and  manufacture  of  aniline  colors,  will  be  the  first 
incumbent. 

PRESERVATION  OF  GRAIN  AND  SEED  IN 
VACUO. 

Some  time  since  Dr.  Louvel,  of  France,  pro- 
posed the  use  of  vacuum  reservoirs  for  the  per- 
manent and  definite  preseiTation  of  seeds  and 
grain  of  all  kinds.  Further  experiments  have 
been  made  in  this  direction,  and  it  seems  to  be 
pretty  well  ascertained  that  the  process  has  an 
economical  value  ;  and  that  while  the  necessary 
vessels  can  be  made  of  large  size  at  a  moderate 
cost,  the  process  of  exhaustion  of  the  air  also 
costs  but  little ;  and  once  treated  in  this  way  the  ] 
seeds  can  remain  an  indefinite  number  of  years 
without  further  attention,  with  a  certainty  that  j 
all  the  elements,  chemical  or  vital,  of  the  grain 
will  be  ])roperly  preserved. 

FERTILE  HYBRID. 

Much  attention  has  been  recently  directed,  in 
France,  to  the  characters  of  a  fertile  hybrid, 
between  the  European  hare  and  the  domestic 
rabbit,  called  the  Leporid.  A  race  has  been  ob- 1 
tained  which  reproduces  itself,  without  any  tend- 
ency to  revert  to  the  type  of  either  parent,  even 
up  to  the  fifteenth  generation,  which  had  been 
reached  at  the  last  account.  From  the  eleventh 
generation  the  race  assumed  a  permanent  char-  i 
acter,  all  the  individuals  having  a  gray  coat. 
Up  to  the  tenth  generation  some  were  gray  and 
some  black,  although  the  former  color  predom- 
inated. Now,  as  there  can  be  no  question  about 
the  specific  distinctness  of  the  hare  and  rabbit, 
the  fertility  of  the  hybrid  is  a  matter  of  very 
great  interest  as  bearing  upon  the  characteristics 
of  the  human  races. 


MONSTER  INDUCTION  APPARATUS. 
The  monster  induction  apparatus  of  the  Poly- 
technic Institution  of  London,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Professor  Pepper,  continues  to  excite 
much  attention  among  those  who  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  witnessing  its  remarkable  efiects. 
This  instrument  is  nearly  ten  feet  in  length,  and 
two  feet  in  diameter ;  the  primary  copper  wire, 
3770  yards  in  length,  surrounds  the  iron  nucleus 
with  GOOO  turns,  and  the  secondary  wire  is  150 
miles  long.  The  galvanic  current  of  the  prima- 
ry wire  is  furnished  by  a  Bunsen  battery  of  forty 
cells.  This  apparatus  gives  sparks,  or,  rather, 
lightning  shocks,  of  twenty-nine  inches  in  length, 
and  apparently  three-fourths  of  an  inch  in  thick- 
ness, which  strike  the  disk  with  deafening  force. 
They  penetrate  a  glass  of  five  inches  in  thick- 
ness, in  a  zigzag  direction,  and  with  a  perfora- 
tion one-fiftieth  of  an  inch  in  diameter;  although, 
the  glass  being  marked  all  around  with  radial 
lines,  the  fracture  seems  broader  than  it  actually 
is. 

Asa  producer  of  common  electricity,  this  ap- 
paratus exceeded  all  expectation.  A  Leyden 
battery  of  forty  square  feet  was  charged  in  a  very 
short  time,  and  the  discharge  of  this  battery 
burned  a  considerable  length  of  iron  wire  with 
perfect  ease. 

CANAL  ACROSS  THE  ISTHMUS  OF  CORINTH. 

The  piercing  of  the  Isthmus  of  Suez  by  a  ca- 
nal has  been  successfully  accomplished,  and  sim- 
ilar enterprises  have  become  quite  the  rage.  One 
of  the  next  on  the  board  is  that  of  cutting  through 
the  Isthmus  of  Corinth,  a  distance  of  little  over 
three  miles — the  expense  of  which  is  estimated 
at  about  two  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars. 
Such  a  canal  would  shorten,  by  at  least  fourteen 
hours,  the  jouniey  from  France  to  Constantino- 
ple, and  by  twenty  hours  that  by  way  of  Trieste. 
The  idea  is  by  no  means  a  new  one,  it  having 
been  entertained,  and  the  work  actually  com- 
menced, by  Nero,  although  his  labors  were  not 
carried  to  any  great  extent. 

A  TROUBLESOME  LEECH. 

Among  the  various  pests  that  beset  travelers 
in  different  parts  of  the  earth  may  be  mentioned 
a  peculiar  kind  of  leech,  found  in  the  lakes  of 
the  deserts  which  separate  Egypt  from  Syria, 
and  which,  less  than  an  inch  in  length,  and  un- 
der ordinary  circumstances  not  thicker  than  a 
horse-hair,  is,  when  gorged  with  blood,  the  size 
of  the  common  medicinal  leech.  "When  the 
French  army  traversed  these  regions,  the  sol- 
diers, pressed  with  thirst,  threw  themselves  upon 
the  ground  along  the  borders  of  the  above-men- 
tioned lakes,  in  tiieir  eagerness  to  reach  the  wa- 
ter. While  drinking,  the  leeches  entered  their 
mouths  and  fastened  themselves  in  various  parts 
of  the  alimentary  canal,  but  more  generally  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  palate,  which  soon  be- 
gan to  swell  and  to  produce  extreme  pain ;  and 
the  secondary  effects,  not  unfrequently,  caused 
death.  It  became  necessary  to  use  gargles  made 
of  salt  or  other  suitable  substances,  in  order  to 
cause  the  leeches  to  detach  tliemselves— tiiis  be- 
ing quite  often  supplemented  by  the  use  of  sur- 
gical appliances. 

APPLICATION  OF  CHLOROFORM. 
A  recent  application  of  chloroform,  as  a  stn-- 
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gical  agent,  was  made  to  a  young  lion,  at  IMad- 
ras,  which  had  received  an  injury  in  the  tail ; 
this  Avas  amputated  close  to  the  stump  while 
the  animal  was  under  its  influence. 

MODERN  CANNIBALISM. 

The  question  as  to  how  far  the  pre-liistoric 
man  Avas  a  cannibal  in  his  tendencies,  although 
proved  in  many  instances  by  the  nature  of  the 
human  bones  found  in  certain  localities,  has  re- 
ceived a  very  striking  illustration  in  a  recent  ac- 
count of  the  so-called  cave  cannibals  in  South 
Africa,  a  race  still  in  existence,  which,  although 
not  openly  practicing  this  revolting  habit,  are  be- 
lieved yet  to  do  it  in  secret. 

Their  abode  was  in  a  series  of  caves  in  the 
Transgaripe  country,  among  the  mountains  be- 
yond Thaba  Bosigo.  The  principal  of  these 
caves,  known  as  the  Cannibal  Caverns,  is  formed 
by  an  overhanging  cliff,  and  in  length  is  about 
one  hundred  and  thirty  yards,  with  a  breadth  of 
about  one  hundred.  The  roof  is  blackened  with 
the  smoke  of  the  fires  of  the  former  inhabitants. 


and  the  floor  is  still  strewn  with  heaps  of  human 
bones  ;  and  the  interior  of  the  cave,  as  far  as  tlie 
eye  can  reach,  is  lined  with  similar  remains,  with 
skulls  especially.  These  seem  to  have  been  less 
mutilated  than  the  other  bones,  which  were  gen- 
erally broken  or  cut  to  pieces,  apparently  witli 
stone  implements,  the  long  bones  being  split  open 
for  the  abstraction  of  the  marrow,  leaving  the 
joints  alone  unbroken.  A  few  bones  were 
charred  by  fire ;  but  most  of  them  seem  to  have 
been  boiled,  as  though  that  was  considered  the 
preferable  mode  of  cooking. 

There  still  remain  inclosures  in  which  the  des- 
tined victims  of  the  feast  were  penned  up  until 
their  appointed  time  should  come.  The  practice 
in  question  seems  not  to  have  been,  by  any  means, 
a  necessity  to  them,  as  there  was  an  abundance 
of  food  of  all  kinds,  consisting  of  fish,  game,  and 
fruits ;  and  its  exercise  was  as  frequently  upon 
members  of  the  cannibal's  own  family  as  upon 
strangers — a  lazy  wife  or  child,  or  superannuated 
parent,  being  disposed  of  in  this  way  as  the  most 
eligible  method  of  utilizing  them. 
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^         tJNITED  STATES. 

OUR  Record  closes  on  the  30th  of  November. 
Elections  were  held  on  November  2  in  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Massachusetts,  Maryland,  Il- 
linois, Wisconsin,  and  Minnesota.  Nelson's  ma- 
jority in  New  York  for  Secretary  of  State  was 
20,5G6,  in  a  vote  of  641,196.  There  was  a  fall- 
ing ofl"  in  the  vote  from  that  of  last  year  of 
208,554.  The  Republican  decrease  was  109,078, 
the  Democratic  99,476.  The  Democrats  have  a 
majority  in  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature.  The 
Judiciary  article  in  the  new  Constitution  was 
adopted. — In  Massachusetts  Governor  Claflin 
was  re-elected.  The  Labor-Reform  candidate, 
Mr.  Chamberlain,  polled  about  13,000  votes. — 
In  Wisconsin  Governor  Fairchild  was  re-elected, 
and  the  Republicans  have  a  majority  in  the  Legis- 
lature.— Austin  was  elected  Governor  of  Minne- 
sota.— In  New  Jersey  the  Democrats  have  a  ma- 
jority in  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature.  —  In 
Illinois  the  Constitutional  Convention  was  car- 
ried by  the  Republicans. — The  Fifteenth  Amend- 
ment has  been  rejected  by  both  Houses  of  the 
Tennessee  Legislature ;  it  has  been  ratified  by 
the  Legislature  of  Alabama. — The  material  pros- 
perity of  the  Southern  States  has  greatly  im- 
proved. Both  the  cotton  and  the  tobacco  crops 
have  been  unusually  large.  The  report  recently 
made  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Alvord,  the  General  Super- 
intendent of  Schools  among  the  Freedmen,  is 
highly  encouraging.  Hie  entire  number  of  day 
and  night  and  Sabbath  schools  is  stated  to  be 
4424  ;  the  number  of  teachers  9503  ;  and  of  pu- 
pils of  all  kinds  256,353.  Of  the  latter  nearly 
200,000  were  slaves  before  the  war.  The  num- 
ber of  schools  sustained  by  the  freedmen  them- 
selves, either  wholly  or  in  part,  is  1581. — Post- 
master-General Creswell  has  been  engaged,  it  is 
said  successfully,  in  a  negotiation  with  the  Brit- 
ish Government  for  the  reduction  of  the  single 
rate  of  postage  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  from  twelve  to  six  cents.  Up  to 
January  1,  1868,  it  was  twenty-four  cents. 


It  is  well  known  to  our  readers  that  some 
months  ago  the  Spanish  Government  contracted 
for  the  building  of  thirty  gun-boats  in  the  United 
States.  Fifteen  were  built  at  Mystic,  ten  at 
Brooklyn,  and  five  at  Greenpoint.  Some  of  these 
were  completed  last  summer,  and  ready  for  sea, 
but  were  detained  by  the  Government,  on  the 
ground  that  they  were  to  be  used  against  Peru. 
By  the  President's  orders  Mr.  I^ierrepont,  the 
District-Attorney  for  New  York,  on  November 
24,  "libeled"  the  whole  fleet,  now  nearly  ready 
for  sea,  and  the  case  is  to  come  up  before  the 
District- Court  December  14.  The  order  for 
"libel,"  as  issued,  is  based  npon  the  fact  that 
these  gun-boats  are  to  be  used  against  Peru. 

The  Cuban  Junta  in  NeAv  York  city  has  been 
reorganized.  It  consists  of  six  members  besides 
the  newly-elected  President,  Seuor  Miguel  Al- 
dama,  of  whom  three  have  been  prominent  mem- 
bers of  the  Havana  bar.  The  others  have  gain- 
ed equal  distinction  in  eminent  business  posi- 
tions. President  Aldama  owns  five  of  the  largest 
and  most  valuable  estates  in  Cuba. 

One  of  the  most  memorable  occurrences  in 
the  ecclesiastical  histoiy  of  this  country  took 
place  at  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  November  12. 
The  division  of  the  Presbyterian  Churches  into 
Old  and  New  School,  in  1837,  was  annulled,  and 
a  reunion  established.  The  scene  in  the  Third 
Presbyterian  church,  when  the  Moderators  of  the 
two  Assemblies  grasped  each  other's  hands,  as  a 
symbol  of  the  union  there  consummated,  was 
greeted  with  unboimded  enthusiasm.  This  re- 
union is  eff'ected  on  the  doctrinal  and  ecclesiastic- 
al basis  of  the  common  standards  of  the  Church- 
es. The  first  united  Assembly  will  be  held  at 
Philadelphia  next  May. 

A  distressing  accident  occurred  at  a  small 
theatre  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  on  the  nigitt 
of  November  15.  During  an  entertainment  tlie 
scenery  caught  fire  from  a  kerosene  lamp.  The 
flames  spread  rapidly,  and  the  interior  was  in 
flames  before  the  audience  could  escape,  many 
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being  compelled  to  jump  from  the  second-story 
windows.  Two  bodies  were  taken  out  of  the 
ruins,  and  from  fifteen  to  twenty  persons  were 
badly  injured. 

Rear-Admiral  Charles  Stuart,  the  oldest  offi- 
cer in  the  U.  S.  Navy,  died  at  Bordentown,  New 
Jersey,  November  6,  aged  92  years.  —  Major- 
General  John  E.  Wool  died  at  Troy,  November 
10,  aged  80  years. — Hon.  Robert  J.  Walker  died 
in  Washington,  November  11,  aged  68  years. — 
Hon.  Amos  Kendall,  a  veteran  politician,  and 
ex-Postmaster-General,  died  in  Washington,  No- 
vember 12,  in  his  81st  year. 

CUBA. 

General  Jordan,  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army 
of  Cuba,  in  a  recent  letter  gives  his  views  of  the 
situation  in  Cuba.  The  Cuban  army,  he  says, 
numbers  20,800  men  who  have  arms  .  and  is  fol- 
lowed by  40,000  liberated  slaves  armed  with  ma- 
chetas.  The  want  of  clothes  and  arms  is  very 
pressing.  If  the  Cubans  had  75,000  stands  of 
arms,  lie  is  confident  that  the  war  could  be  end- 
ed in  ninety  days. 

EUROPE, 

Great  difficulties  have  attended  the  selection 
of  a  king  by  the  Spanish  Cortes.  As  we  write 
the  Duke  of  Genoa  appears  to  be  the  favorite 
candidate,  having  received  the  support  of  1G5 
deputies.  The  prospect  of  this  selection  being 
made  led,  early  in  the  contest,  to  the  resignation 
of  Admiral  Topete,  the  Minister  of  the  Navy,  he 
being  opposed  to  the  duke.  He  has  been  chosen 
Vice-President  of  thS  Cortes.  The  Duke  of 
Genoa  is  a  nephew  of  King  Victor  Emanuel, 
and  is  in  his  sixteenth  year. — The  number  of 
recruits  recently  sent  from  Spain  to  Cuba  — 
amounting  in  three  weeks  to  21,000 — indicates 
a  strong  determination  on  the  part  of  the  Span- 
ish Government  to  put  down  the  insurrection  in 
the  latter  country. — On  November  24,  the  Min- 
ister of  the  Colonies  read  a  draft  of  a  new  Con- 
stitution for  Porto  Rico.  It  forbids  any  propo- 
sition for  the  separation  of  that  island  from 
Spain  ;  proclaims  complete  religious  liberty ;  ex- 
tends the  right  of  suffrage  to  all,  except  slaves, 
who  can  read  and  write  ;  and  places  certain  legal 
restrictions  on  the  slave  system.  On  the  27th,  the 
Republican  Deputies,  who  had  for  some  time  ab- 
sented themselves  from  the  Cortes,  returned  in  a 
body.  They  moved  a  vote  of  censure  against 
the  Government  on  account  of  its  arbitrary  use 
of  power,  which  was  rejected  by  140  to  35.  The 
Government  announced  its  intention  to  restore 
the  constitutional  guarantees  suspended  during 
the  late  insurrection. — General  Dulce,  late  Cap- 
tain-General of  Cuba,  died  November  23. 

On  November  13  the  steamship  Crmt  Eastern 
left  Portland  for  Bombay  with  another  deep- 
sea  cable  on  board.  Her  tanks  contained  2735 
nautical  miles,  and  her  companion  ships,  the 
Hiherma,  Chiltern,  aixl  Ilaivk,  carried  among 
them  1225  miles  more,  making  a  total  of  3000 
nautical,  or  about  4050  statute  miles.  This 
length  will  suffice  for  the  communication  be- 
tween Bombay  and  Suez  by  way  of  Aden,  and 
will  join  the  present  Malta  and  Alexandria  line. 
Another  cable  is  projected,  to  be  In  id  from  Fal- 
mouth to  Gibraltar  and  Malta,  and  its  comj)le- 
tion  will  unite  Bom])ay  and  the  British  fortress- 
es in  the  Mediterranean  along  one  line  of  sub- 


I  marine  telegraphy,  which  will  be  unbroken  ex- 
cept at  Suez. 

John  Conington,  the  Latin  Professor  at  Ox- 
ford, died  October  24,  aged  44  years.— George 
Peabody,  the  American  philanthropist,  died  at 
his  residence,  in  Eaton  Square,  London,  on  the 
night  of  November  4.  On  the  14th  the  Bishoj) 
of  London  delivered  a  funeral  sermon  at  West- 
minster Abbey.  Mr.  Peabody  s  remains  were 
to  be  conveyed  to  this  country  on  her  Majesty  s 
steamship  Monarch,  starting  December  2. 

The  recent  resignation  of  the  Bishop  of  Asaph, 
England,  places  in  Mr.  Gladstone's  hands  the 
seventh  appointment  to  a  bishopric  since  his  as- 
sumption of  the  premiership.  His  appointment 
of  Dr.  Temple — Head  Master  of  Rugby,  and  one 
of  the  writers  of  the  "Essays  and  Reviews" — to 
the  bishopric  of  Exeter,  has  not  only  removed 
from  his  post  the  most  eminent  schoolmaster  in 
England,  but  has  also  created  much  religious 
excitement  by  reason  of  Dr.  Temj)le's  supposed 
heterodoxy.  Still,  the  election  has  been  made 
by  a  majority  of  a  little  more  than  2  to  1. 

Supplementary  elections  for  Deputies  to  the 
French  Corps  Legislatif  were  held  in  Paris,  No- 
vember 21.  The  most  significant  result  of  the 
elections  is  the  return  of  M.  Rochefort  from  the 
First  Circumscription.  He  has,  as  the  London 
Spectator  remarks,  "really  done  nothing  for  the 
revolution,  except  write  pasquinades  against  the 
imperial  family ;  but  because  he  has  done  that, 
because  he  represents  hatred  to  Napoleon,  and 
that  only,  Paris  roars  after  him." — The  French 
Legislative  Chambers  were  opened  November  29 
with  a  speech  from  the  throne  by  the  Emperor, 
which,  notwithstanding  the  recent  illness  of  the 
latter,  was  delivered  in  a  clear  and  firm  voice, 
and  with  the  usual  emphasis.  The  Emperor  al- 
luded to  his  endeavors  to  establish  liberty  and 
order,  and  to  secure  peace  in  France.  This 

j  work  had  been  attended  with  difficulties,  but  had 

!  been  happily  accomplished,  particularly  by  the 
regulated  guarantees  of  a  true  liberty  of  the 
press  and  of  the  right  of  popular  asseml)lage 

1  for  political  purposes.  France  required  liberty 
with  order,  and  order  should  be  maintained.  In 

,  this  work  he  solicited  the  aid  of  Senators  and 
Deputies,     A  glorious  course  might  now  be 

[  chosen  between  those  who  would  change  all  and 
those  who  would  grant  nothing.    The  Senatus 

I  Cnnsnltnm  had  been  proposed  with  the  sole  view 
of  perfecting  an  era  of  conciliation  and  progress. 
It  was  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  aid  him 
in  maturing  this  i)lan,  the  points  of  which  he 
thus  enumerated:  1.  A  constitutional  amend- 
ment providing  for  the  election  in  the  communes 
of  mayors  by  vote  of  tiie  municipalities,  the  mu- 
nicipal or  corporate  members  themselves  to  be 
elected  by  universal  suffrage.  2.  The  establish- 
ment of  communal  councils  in  new  districts  of 
the  empire.    3.  The  extension  of  the  powers 

I  and  prerogatives  of  the  general  councils.    4,  Tlie 

'  extension  of  universal  suffrage  to  tlie  iiiliabitants 

!  of  the  colonies.  5.  A  more  rai)id  deycloi)mcnt: 
of  the  system  of  primary  education  for  youth. 
0.  A  diminution  of  the  scale  of  law  costs,  and 
of  charges  and  fees  in  tlie  courts  of  justice.  7.  A 
gradual  reduction  of  the  war  tax.  8.  The  ex- 
tension of  the  savings-bank  system  under  new 
regulations.  9.  The  legislation  and  enforcement 
of"more  humane  regulations  for  tlie  control  of 
"infant"  labor,  or  the  work  of  minors  in  the 
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manufactories  and  at  all  the  centres  of  industry. 
10.  The  increase  of  small  annual  salaries  payable 
by  capitalists  and  others  to  their  employes.  11. 
The  development  and  legal  enforcement  of  use- 
ful measures  connected  with  agricultural  pur- 
suits, 12.  An  inquiry  as  to  the  working  of  the 
present  system  of  imperial  excise,  with  the  view 
of  perfecting  a  new  project  of  law  with  regard  to 
customs,  their  assessment  and  collection. — The 
Emperor  pronounced  the  general  situation  of  the 
empire  satisfactory,  and  found  occasion  for  con- 
gratulation in  the  existing  state  of  the  imperial  re- 
lations with  foreign  jjowers.  The  state  of  the 
Treasury  and  of  the  revenue  finances  was  pros- 
perous. The  Emperor  concluded  his  speech  in 
the  following  eloquent  terms  :  "  We  have  reason 
to  be  proud  of  our  epoch.  The  New  World  sup- 
presses slavery ;  Russia  frees  the  serfs  ;  England 
renders  justice  to  Ireland ;  the  bishops  are  meet- 
ing at  Rome  for  wise  and  conciliatory  purposes  ; 
the  progress  of  science  draws  nations  closer  to 
each  other.  While  America  unites  the  Atlantic 
and  the  Pacific,  every  where  capital  and  intelli- 
gence combine  to  connect  by  the  electric  wire  all 
nations.  France  and  Italy  will  soon  be  joined 
by  a  tunnel  through  the  Alps ;  and  the  Suez 
Canal  has  already  ">>ited  the  Mediterranean  and 
the  Red  Sea.  The  Empress  is  not  present  to- 
day because  I  desired  her  to  testify  the  sympa- 
thy of  France  with  the  wonderful  genius  and 
perseverance  of  a  Frenchman.  Messieurs,  you 
resume  your  labors  after  an  unusual  interruption 
of  the  session.  I  hope  the  bodies  of  the  state 
will  apply  loyally  the  modifications  lately  made 
in  the  Constitution.  There  is  to  be  a  more  di- 
rect participation  of  the  nation  in  its  own  affairs. 
This  will  be  a  new  force  for  the  empire.  May 
the  Chambers  prove  that,  without  falling  into  re- 
grettable excesses,  France  can  supjiort  free  insti- 
tutions which  honor  civilized  nations." 

EGYPT. 

The  celebration  of  the  opening  of  the  Suez  Ca- 
nal commenced  November  1 7.  On  that  day  the 
procession  of  vessels  participating  in  the  festival 
reached  Ismailia,  led  by  the  Empress  Eugenie's 
yacht  Aigle.  Two  days  after  the  entire  fleet,  con- 
sisting-of  47  vessels,  each  with  a  tonnage  of  about 
1000,  sailed  for  Suez.  The  largest  of  these  ves-' 
sels  was  a  Russian  frigate,  drawing  17  feet  2  inch- 
es of  water.  The  day  previous  to  the  sailing  of 
the  expedition — the  18th — was  especially  devoted 
to  the  fetes  prepared  for  the  occasion.  Ismailia 
was  thronged  with  guests  and  visitors,  and  tl  ie  sur- 
rounding plains  were  covered  with  the  tents  of 
the  native  tribes.  In  the  evening  M.  De  Lesseps 
gave  a  banquet  to  the  representatives  of  Cham- 
bers of  Commerce,  to  the  members  of  the  Press, 
and  other  distinguished  guests.  M.  De  Lesseps, 
who  was  the  hero  of  the  commemoration,  was 
married  to  Louise  Ilelene  Autard  deBragard,  at 
Suez,  on  the  25th,  the  Empress  Eugenie  giving  her 
cousin,  the  bride,  a  magnificent  wedding  present, 
consisting  of  a  sort  of  ancient  trireme  of  massive 
silver,  very  delicately  chased,  and  valued  at  about 
$5000.  The  vessel  is  so  constructed  as  to  be 
symbolic  of  M.  De  Lesseps's  great  enterprise.  A 
statue  is  to  be  erected  to  M.  De  Lesseps  at  Port 
Said. 

The  length  of  the  Suez  Canal  is  100  miles,  the 
new  town  of  Ismailia  being  about  midway  be- 
tween the  two  termini,  and  marking  the  point 


where  the  fresh-water  canal  turns  southward  and 
passes  along  the  course  of  the  larger  salt-water 
canal  to  Suez.  The  depth  of  the  canal  was  in- 
tended to  be  26  feet,  but  is  reported  to  be  less 
than  that  on  the  average.  As  the  breadth  of  the 
central  or  navigable  part  of  the  canal  is  only  72 
feet,  two  large  vessels  will  not  be  able  to  pass 
one  another  without  one  or  both  getting  aground, 
and  therefore  basins,  which  may  be  compared  to 
sidings  on  a  single  line  of  railway,  must  be  con- 
structed at  intervals  before  regular  traffic  will 
be  possible.  Within  ten  days  after  the  opening 
fifty  vessels  passed  through  the  canal  without 
difficulty. 

Dr.  Livingstone,  the  distinguished  African 
traveler,  has  reported  important  discoveries  late- 
ly made  by  him  in  regard  to  the  sources  of  the 
Nile.  It  is  now  nearly  three  years  since  that 
nine  Johanna  men,  who  had  accompanied  Dr. 
Livingstone  on  his  journey  to  determine  more 
definitely  the  ultimate  sources  of  the  Nile,  ap- 
peared at  Zanzibar  with  the  news  of  the  explorer's 
death.  Between  that  time  and  this  their  state- 
ments have  been  several  times  disproved  by  direct 
intelligence  from  Dr.  Livingstone  himself.  Dr. 
Livingstone  has  found,  in  the  first  place,  that  the 
Chambeze,  a  considerable  stream  draining  the 
northern  slope  of  the  great  wooded  humid  pla- 
teau in  11-12°  south  latitude,  instead  of  flowing 
southward  to  the  Zambesi,  as  was  formerly  sup- 
posed, turns  to  the  northwest,  and  discharges 
itself  into  a  large  lake,  called  Bangweolo,  up- 
wai'd  of  50  miles  in  length.  The  plateau, 
therefore,  which  he  crossed,  as  described  in  one 
of  his  letters  about  the  end  of  December,  18G6, 
and  which  the  Portuguese  expeditions  of  1798 
and  1831  also  traversed,  turns  out  to  be  the  wa- 
ter-shed between  the  basins  of  the  Zambesi  and 
the  lake  system  of  Equatorial  Africa.  Ban- 
gweolo Dr.  Livingstone  finds  to  be  only  one  of  a 
chain  of  lakes  connected  by  rivers.  The  first 
in  succession  north  is  Lake  Moero,  50  miles  in 
length,  and  from  20  to  GO  miles  in  breadth. 
To  the  east  of  this  is  a  smaller  lake,  Mofue; 
and,  continuing  down  the  stream,  the  explorer 
finds  a  third  lake,  Ulenge.  He  was  not  sure 
whether  this  chain  of  lakes  drained  into  Tan- 
ganyika, or  continued  to  the  west  of  this  lake, 
and  communicated  independently  with  Albert 
Nyanza  far  to  the  north.  The  latter  and  their 
connecting  rivers  flowed  through  a  deep  valley, 
hemmed  in  by  wooded  mountains.  Another  dis- 
covery of  interest  was  Lake  Liemba,  v.  hich  Liv- 
ingstone thought  to  be  an  arm  of  Tanganyika, 
near  its  southern  end.  He  gives  the  altitude  of 
this  sheet  of  water  as  2800  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  sea.  This  elevation  agrees  almost  exact- 
ly with  that  of  Albert  Nyanza,  as  observed  by 
Baker,  and  with  that  of  the  intermediate  lake, 
Tanganyika,  as  deduced  by  Mr.  Findlay  from  an 
elaborate  examination  of  the  observations  of 
Burton,  Speke,  and  Baker.  Thus,  if  Liemba  be 
connected  (which  is  not  yet,  indeed,  quite  de- 
termined) both  with  the  Chambeze  lakes  and 
with  Tanganyika,  the  connection  of  the  whole 
with  the  Nile  is  extremely  probable.  Not  the 
least  important  of  Dr.  Livingstone's  information 
is  that  which  relates  to  a  tribe  of  Troglodytes  in 
South  Central  Africa — a  dark-skinned  race,  pos- 
sessing "pictures"  or  "writings"  of  some  kind, 
and  dwelling  in  excavated  caves,  some  of  which 
extend  30  miles  underground. 


f Mtnfjg  Dramtr. 


QIR  KICHARD  STEELE  was  a  gentleman 
O  who  "  thought  more  of  the  state  of  his  mind 
than  the  state  of  his  fortune."  One  of  his  pleas- 
antest  essays — On  Laughter — commences  with 
the  following  quotation  from  an  old  Latin  poet : 

Ride  si  sapis." 
"If  you  have  taste,  show  it  by  your  laugh." 

The  essay  goes  on:  "In  order  to  look  into 
any  person's  temper,  I  generally  make  my  first 
observation  upon  his  laugh,  whether  he  is  easily 
moved,  and  what  are  the  passages  which  throw 
him  into  that  agreeable  kind  of  convulsion. 
People  are  never  so  much  unguarded  as  when  ; 
they  are  pleased.  And  laughter  being  a  visible 
symptom  of  some  inward  satisfaction,  it  is  then, 
if  ever,  we  may  believe  the  face.  There  is,  per- 
haps, no  better  index  to  point  us  to  the  particu- 
larities of  the  mind  than  this,  which  is  in  itself 
one  of  the  chief  distinctions  of  our  rationality. 
Eor,  as  Milton  says — 

"  '  Smiles  from  reason  flow,  to  brutes  denied — 
And  are  of  love  the  food.'" 

On  the  cognate  subject  of  Cheerfulness,  an- 
other great  essayist,  Addison,  says  :  "  Cheerful- 
ness is  the  best  promoter  of  health.  Repinings 
and  secret  murmurs  of  the  heart  give  imper- 
ceptible strokes  to  those  delicate  fibres  of  which  j 
the  vital  parts  are  composed,  and  wear  out  the  1 
machine  insensibly.    You  will  scarcely  remem- 
ber to  have  met  with  any  old  men,  or  with  such 
who  wear  well,  that  had  not  a  more  than  or- 
dinary gayety  and  cheerfulness  of  heart.    The  | 
truth  of  it  is,  health  and  cheerfulness  mutually  j 
beget  each  other ;  with  this  difference,  that  we  ' 
seldom  meet  with  a  great  degree  of  health  which  [ 
is  not  attended  with  a  certain  cheerfulness,  but 
very  often  see  cheerfulness  where  there  is  no 
great  degree  of  health.    Cheerfulness  bears  the 
same  friendly  regard  to  the  mind  as  to  the  body. 
It  banishes  all  anxious  care  and  discontent, 
soothes  and  composes  the  passions,  and  keeps 
the  soul  in  a  perpetual  calm." 


The  Drawer  felicitates  itself  on  being  able  to 
preface  the  pleasant  things  it  hopes  to  present  to  [ 
its  readers  during  this  goodly  year  with  authori- 
ty for  Laughter  and  (cheerfulness  so  high  as  is 
given  above  by  Sir  Richard  Steele  and  Joseph 
Addison. 

Let  us  open  the  Number  with  a  little  scene  at 
which  those  two  worthies  would  have  shaken 
their  sides : 

A  well-known  citizen  of  Hartford,  Connecti- 
cut, a  few  days  ago  had  taken  his  seat  in  the  after- 
noon train  for  Trovidence,  when  a  small,  wea- 
zened-faced, elderly  man,  having  the  appearance 
of  a  well-to-do  farmer,  came  into  the  car  looking 
for  a  seat.  The  gentleman  good-naturedly  made 
room  for  him  by  his  side,  and  the  old  man  looked 
him  over  from  head  to  foot. 

"  Going  to  Providence?"  he  said  at  length. 

"No,  Sn-,"  the  stranger  answered,  politely; 
*'  I  stop  at  Andover." 

I  want  to  know !  I  belong  out  that  way  my- 
self.   Expect  to  stay  long 

"  Only  over  night,  Sir." 

A  short  pause. 


"Did  you  cal'late  to  put  up  at  the  tarvern?" 

"  No,  Sir ;  I  expect  to  stop  with  Mr.  Skinner.  "> 

"  What,  Job  Skinner  s?  Deacon  Job— lives  in 
a  little  brown  house  on  the  old  pike  ?  Or  mebbe 
it's  his  brother's  ?  Was  it  Tim  Skinner's — Square 
Tim's — where  you  was  goin'  ?" 

"  Yes,"  said  the  gentleman,  smiling ;  "it  was 
Squire  Tim's." 

"  Dew  tell  if  you  are  goin'  there  to  stop  over 
night !    Any  connection  of  his'n  ?" 

"No,  Sir." 

"Well,  now,  that's  curus !  The  old  man  ain't 
got  into  any  trouble  nor  nothin',  has  he  ?"  lower- 
ing his  voice  ;  "  ain't  goin'  to  serve  a  writ  onto 
him,  be  ye  ?" 

"  Oh  no,  nothing  of  the  kind." 

"  Glad  on't.  No  harm  in  askin',  I  s'pose.  I 
reckon  Miss  Skinner's  some  connection  of 
yourn  ?" 

"  No,"  said  the  gentleman.  Then,  seeing  the 
amused  expression  on  the  faces  of  two  or  three 
acquaintances  in  the  neighboring  seats,  he  add- 
ed, in  a  confidential  tone  : 

"  I  am  going  to  see  Squire  Skinner's  daughter. " 

"Law  sakes!"  said  the  old  man,  his  face 
quivering  with  curiosity.  '''"Thai's  it,  is  it?  I 
want  to  know !  Goin'  to  see  Mirandy  Skinner, 
be  ye  ?  Well,  Mirandy's  a  nice  gal — kinder  hom- 
bly,  and  long  favored,  but  smart  to  work,  they 
say,  and  I  guess  you're  about  the  right  age  for 
her,  too.    Kep'  company  together  long  ?" 

"  I  never  saw  her  in  my  life,  Sir." 

"  How  you  talk !  Somebody's  gin  her  a  rec- 
ommend, I  s'pose,  and  you're  goin'  clear  out 
there  to  take  a  squint  at  her!  Wa'al,  I  must 
say  there's  as  likely  gals  in  Andover  as  Mirandy 
Skinner.  Tve  got  a  family  of  growed  up  darters 
myself.  Never  was  married  afore,  was  ye  ?  Don't 
see  no  weed  on  your  hat." 

"I  have  been  married  about  fifteen  years.  Sir. 
I  have  a  wife  and  five  children. "  And  then,  as 
the  long-restrained  mirth  of  the  listeners  to  this 
dialogue  burst  fcrrth  at  the  old  man's  open- 
mouthed  astonishment,  he  hastened  to  explain : 
"I  am  a  doctor,  my  good  friend,  and  Squire 
Skinner  called  at  my  office  this  mprning  to 
request  my  professional  services  for  his  sick 
daughter." 

"Wa'al,  now!"  And  the  old  bore  waddled 
off"  into  the  next  car. 


A  GOOD  story  is  told  of  Judge  M  ,  pre- 
siding in  one  of  the  Supreme  Court  districts  in 
Western  New  York : 

An  action  was  brought  in  his  court  for  one 
thousand  dollars  for  damages  for  assault  and  bat- 
tery. The  facts  were  that  the  defendant,  while 
walking  in  the  street  with  his  Avife  on  his  arm, 
was  rudely  accosted  by  the  plaintiff,  whom  he 
had  in  some  Avay  off'ended,  and  was  called  in 
loud  and  insulting  terms  an  opprobrious  epi- 
thet. On  being  thus  addressed  the  defendant 
left  his  wife  and  knocked  down  the  plaintiff",  who 
thereupon  brought  this  action.  The  Judge  sym- 
pathized very  strongly  with  the  defendant,  but,  as 
the  case  was  closely  tried  by  the  plaintiff's  attor- 
ney, he  knew  that  if  there  was  a  peg  given  the 
latter  whereon  to  hang  an  exception  to  his  charge, 
the  clever  lawyer  would  get  a  new  trial.  So, 
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when  the  violence  to  the  law  had  been  duly  ex- 
patiated upon,  in  the  summing  up,  the  Judge 
arose  and  charged  the  jury  as  follows  : 

"Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  if  the  plaintilf  had 
'•"met  vie  walking  along  the  street  with  my  wife  on 
my  arm,  and  had  called  me  what  it  is  not  denied 
that  he  called  the  defendant,  I  should  haA^e 
knocked  him  down  just  as  the  defendant  did. 
But,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  that  is  not  the  law. 
You  may  take  the  case,  gentlemen." 

The  jury  gave  tlie  plaintiff  six  cents  damages 
without  leaving  their  seats. 


No  man  better  than  the  distinguished  editor 
of  the  Tribune  relishes  a  witticism,  even  when 
aimed  at  himself.  During  the  late  canvass, 
when  Mr.  Greeley's  name  occupied  a  prominent 
place  on  the  Republican  State  ticket,  he  hap- 
pened to  be  in  conversation  with  the  editor  of 
the  Elmira  Dailij  Advertiser,  and  said  :  "I  shall 
expect  Chemung  County  to  give  a  Republican 
majority  this  fall.  Your  paper  can't  have  much 
influence  if  it  can't  control  the  vote  of  the  coun- 
ty." To  Avhich  the  editor  of  the  Advertiser  re- 
plied: "Well,  I  don't  know  about  that;  but  it 
will  come  as  near  controlling  it  as  the  Tribune 
does  the  vote  of  your  county."  "That's  very 
good,"  replied  H,  G.  ;  and  the  talk,  let  us  sup- 
pose, wandered  off  to  other  topics. 


There  are  very  good  people  in  this  world — 
deacons,  trustees,  and  such — who,  in  church 
matters,  are  apt  to  be  "grouty"  unless  they  can 
have  things  their  own  way.  On  the  other  hand, 
there  are  ministers  Avho  do  not  see  it  in  that 

light ;  of  which  kind  was  the  Rev.  jNIr.   , 

who,  soon  after  his  ordination,  was  spoken  to  by 
an  old  class-mate  at  Yale:  "So  you  are  to  be 

settled  over  the  people  at  ,  I  hear?"   "  Yes. 

If  I  am  settled  there  it  will  be  over  the  people, 
not  under  them." 


Speaking  of  churches,  how  about  the  follow- 
ing announcement,  copied  from  one  of  our  late 
English  exchanges : 

Notice.  —  Bcthesda  Chapel,  This  Evening.  —  Nerl 
Wright,  who  before  his  conversion  was  convicted 
three  times  of  burglary,  will  deliver  a  Gospel  address. 
Come  and  Avelcome  !  "No  Collection. 


The  story  of  the  pastor's  "  tan-yard"  boots,  in 
the  November  Number  of  the  Drawer,  has  im- 
pelled a  Cincinnati  correspondent  to  mention  a 
little  scene,  somewhat  similar  in  character,  that 
occurred  in  Washington  in  18G1,  when  the  cap- 
ital was  crowded  with  "boys  in  blue."  One 
Sabbath  morning,  in  front  of  the  Kirkwood 
House,  the  enterprising  boot-blacks  Avere  plying 
their  trade  Avith  vigor  and  profit.  An  elongated 
sample  of  humanity,  Avith  immense  feet,  Avas  in- 
veigled into  having  fiA'e  cents'  Avorth  of  "  Union 
polish,"  and  placed  his  No.  12's  on  the  block. 
The  little  polisher  stripped  to  his  Avork ;  but, 
soon  exhausting  one  portion  of  his  stock  in  trade, 
sang  out  to  his  chum  near  by,  "I  say.  Bill,  lend 
me  some  spit;  /'re  got  an  army  contract!''^ 

During  the  recent  "unpleasantness"  there 
lived  on  the  outskirts  of  an  eastern  toAvn  in  Maine 
an  Old  Hunker  Democrat  of  strong  anti-Avar  pro- 
clivities. His  disapprobation  of  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  government  Avas  often  expressed  in 


terms  Avhich  savored  more  of  strength  than  vital 
piety.  It  so  happened  that  officers  of  the  United 
States  Coast  Survey,  then  in  that  A  icinity  actively 
pursuing  their  duties,  had  planted  their  tripod 
upon  the  top  of  a  hill  near  the  residence  of  this 
disciple  of  AndreAv  Jackson,  Avho  no  sooner  saAV 
it  than,  fired  with  indignation,  he  took  his  axe 
and  knocked  it  down.  Information  of  Avhat  had 
been  done  coming  to  the  ears  of  the  officers,  Avho 
had  authority  to  establish  signals  Avherever  they 
desired,  they  Avaited  on  our  irrepressible  friend 
to  learn  the  reason  of  his  strange  conduct.  Ey- 
ing suspiciously  the  employes  of  this  purely  sci- 
entific and  peaceable  branch  of  the  government 
service,  he  replied  to  their  interrogatories  : 

"  Well,  this  is  a  d — d  nigger  war,  any  hoAV ; 
and  do  you  suppose  I'm  going  to  haA-e  that  thing 
on?/??/ farm?    ^o,  Sir  I" 

An  explanation  folloAved,  and  the  signal  once 
more  stood  out  in  bold  relief  on  the  highland — 
this  time  Avith  official  notice  at  its  base,  setting 
forth  the  penalties  to  be  incurred  by  any  one  Avho 
should  disturb  its  position  ;  and  there  it  still  re- 
mains. 


Feav  people  on  the  sea-board  have  any  accu- 
rate notion  of  the  enormous  book-trade  of  Chicago. 
Five-and-twenty  years  ago  Mark  H.  NeAATnan,  of 
this  city,  AA-as  courageous  enough  to  send  thither 
an  agent  to  establish  a,  branch  of  his  house.  In 
four  years  the  agent  was  up  to  his  eyes  in  real 
estate  speculations,  and  during  a  little  panic  he 
became  frightened,  and  took  to  his  heels,  closing 
out  his  lots  for  next  to  nothing,  and  abandoning 
the  book-store  altogether.  The  joke  of  the  af- 
fair proA-ed  to  be  that  he  was  right  in  his  original 
impulse,  and  the  alarmists  to  whom  he  listened 
Avere  wrong.  Had  he  remained  and  sold  enough 
of  his  real  estate  to  enable  him  to  "carry"  the 
rest,  he  Avould  have  become  one  of  the  richest 
men  in  the  NorthAvest.  From  this  germ  sprang 
the  house  of  S.  C.  Griggs  and  Co.,  Avho  regard 
it  a  poor  year  Avhen  their  sales  do  not  amount  to 
$800,000.  In  Chicago  there  are  sold  by  the 
Western  News  Company  7000  copies  of  Harper  s 
Monthly,  5500  copies  of  Harper  s  Weekly,  and 
3000  copies  of  Harper  s  Bazar.  The  aggregate 
sales  of  the  Company  amount  to  $1,000,000  per 
annum ;  and  a  notable  feature  of  the  trade  is  the 
large  number  of  choice  and  expensive  English 
and  American  books  that  are  bought  for  private 
libraries  in  the  Great  West. 


Chicago  has  its  humorous  side  of  the  book 
trade,  if  Ave  may  credit  the  following : 

A  certain  establishment  had  an  order  from  the 
"  country"  for  "Six  Primitive  Christianity. "  It 
Avas  sent  back  Avith  the  response  penciled  opposite 
tbat  item,  and  not  at  all  in  jest — "No  Primitive 
Christianity  to  be  found  in  Chicago." 

"The  Impenitent  Dead"  is  a  work  by  a  Mas- 
sachusetts Professor  of  Theology.  One  morning 
A-isitors  in  a  leading  book-house  Avere  startled  by 
the  inquiry  Avhich  one  clerk  Avho  Avas  filling  an 
order  shouted  to  another  in  a  distant  part  of  the 
store:  "Have  ' The  Impenitent  Dead' come  in 
yet?" 

A  rather  slow  boy  had  been  employed  in  a 
great  establishment — in  Avhich  his  father  also  ^vas 
a  clerk — just  long  enough  to  realize  that  he  did 
not  know  any  thing,  and  to  look  bewildered 
Avhenever  he  Avas  asked  for  an  unfamiliar  Avork. 
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One  day  a  fellow-clerk,  wishing  to  speak  with 
the  elder,  asked  :  '"Bill,  where  is  your  paternal 
ancestor?"  "I'm  sure  /  don't  know,"  replied 
the  lad,  in  a  tone  of  despair;  "I  never  know 
where  half  the  hooks  are  !" 

A  very  quiet  boy,  and  also  a  new-comer,  had 
learned  the  great  .lesson  of  a  salesman — always 
to  sell  a  visitor  something,  whether  the  store  con- 
tains what  he  asks  for  or  not.  A  dignified  gen- 
tleman in  gold  spectacles  entered  and  inquired : 
"Have  you  '  Feuchtwanger's  Gems?'" — a  large 
treatise  on  jewels.  The  lad  had  never  heard  of 
it,  but  he  instantly  produced  a  little  religious 
volume,  and  replied:  "No,  Sir;  but  here  is  a 
book  which  may  answer  your  purpose — '  Precious 
Gems  of  the  Heavenly  Foundations!'"  The 
astonished  in([uirer  gave  one  searching  and  per- 
plexed glance  over  his  spectacles,  as  if  in  doubt 
whether  the  youth  was  making  game  of  him  or 
not,  and  then,  without  a  word,  turned  upon  his 
heel  and  stalked  off  reluctant,  like  an  ill-used 
ghost. 

Speakixg  of  juvenile  venders  of  papers,  a 
Chicago  friend  mentions  the  case  of  a  near-sight- 
ed, glass-mounted  gentleman  of  that  town,  who 
being  late  to  business  one  morning,  and  v/alking 
with  unusually  rapid  stride,  was  solicited  by  one 
of*the  graceful  and  engaging  little  newsboys  of 
the  bailiwick  to  purchase  a  paper.  Being  in 
haste,  a  short  answer  was  given  ;  whereupon  the 
boy  looked  across  the  thronged  street  and  cried 
out  to  a  companion  :  "  Er  say,  Jimmy,  just  look 
over  here  and  see  Dexter  with  s])ecs  1  '  Mr. 
Bonner  should  look  after  that  man. 


The  newsboys  are  not  far  in  advance  of  the 
peripatetic  shiners  of  boots,  judging  from  the 
criticism  of  one  of  the  latter  profession  upon 
our  friend  Long  John  Wentworth  :  "Er  say, 
Cheesey,  'twould  take  lightning  a  mighty  good 
while  to  run  down  that  fellar,  wouldn't  it  ?" 

What  multitudes  of  laboring  men  there  are 
who,  compelled  to  earn  their  bread  by  the  per- 
spiration of  the  frontal  sinus,  will  appreciate  the 
simple  beauty  of  the  following  advertisement, 
published  in  a  Cincinnati  journal : 

Employment  Wanted. — Stearly  work  not  so  much 
an  object  as  good  wages.   Address  C.  B. 


Quite  as  good  is  a  paragraph  that  we  find  in 
a  hand-bill  announcing  a  "Tublic  Sale  of  Valu- 
able Property  in  Baltimore  County,  Maryland, 
five  miles  from  Baltimore  city,  consisting  of  101 

acres  of  land,  a  d\yelling,  and  outhouses  

The  dairy  is  watered  from  a  never-failing  spring 
of  cold  water.  There  is  also  a  well  of  mineral 
water  near  the  dwelling,  and  a  co])ious  stream 
of  water  flows  through  the  entire  farm,  adaj)tin(j 
it  PECULIARLY  to  the  viilk  busincss  I" 


Barney  O- 


,  an  old  and  influential  man  in 
one  of  the  interior  towns  of  this  State,  now  gone 
to  his  rest,  had  deservedly  such  an  extensive  rep- 
utation for  meanness  and  close-dealing  that  it 
frequently  was  the  occasion  of  rich  scenes.  At 
the  death  of  his  first  wife  the  family,  gathered  in 
the  sitting-room,  were  recounting  in  subdued 
tones  the  many  virtues  of  the  deceased,  when  one 
of  the  daughters,  imable  longer  to  restrain  her- 
self, burst  out  Aveeping.    Shocked  at  this  exhi-  , 


bition  of  rebellion  against  the  Divine  will,  Barnev 
snapped  out,  in  his  sharp,  nasal  tones:  "  Stoj) 
your  noise !  Don't  you  know  your  mother's  in 
heaven !" 


Montague  Street,  Brooklyn,  on  the  last 
block  leading  to  AVall  Street  Ferry,  has  a  very 
steep  grade.  In  winter  the  boys  often  slide  dowii 
it  on  their  sleds,  and  sometimes,  when  there  is 
not  enough  snow  to  make  good  sledding  in  tlie 
carriage-way,  they  pack  the  snow  on  the  side- 
walks and  race  down  them  with  a  long  line  of 
their  little  sleighs.  This  was  the  case  one  morn- 
ing just  about  the  time  the  business  gentlemen 
were  going  over  to  their  various  occupations  in 
New  York.  When  the  boys  came  racing  along, 
face  downward,  shouting,  Pmvn-ee-gutters  !" 
most  of  the  gentlemen  stood  for  a  moment  on 
one  side,  and  let  the  little  fellows  pass.  But  just 
as  the  last  boy  started,  shouting,  Paivn-ce- 
gutters a  stout,  gray-haired,  little  old  gentle- 
man, well  buttoned  up,  and  quite  self-important, 
happened  to  be  passing  down.  Being  entirely 
too  dignified  to  get  out  of  the  way,  he  stuck  out 
his  cane,  and  catching  the  sled  in  front  as  it 
came,  tossed  both  sled  and  boy  out  into  the  gut- 
ter in  a  snow-drift.  The  ten-year-old  picked 
himself  up,  looked  at  the  man  a  moment,  and 
then  shouted  to  the  other  boys,  some  of  whom 
had  now  reached  the  bottom  of  the  hill,  and 
were  dragging  their  sleighs  up  again:  "Boys, 
come  up  here  and  see  a  man  that  never  was  a 
boy!"   

A  Texas  correspondent  sends  us  a  sad  account 
of  a  poor  German,  residing  in  one  of  the  sea- 
coast  counties  of  that  State,  who,  tired  of  life, 
hung  himself  in  his  back-yard  with  a  thong  of 
rawhide,  commonl}' called  a  "tug."  The  coro- 
ner empanneled  a  jury  to  inquire  into  the  matter, 
most  of  whom  were  sailors.  After  solemnly 
viewing  the  body  they  rendered  the  following 
verdict:  "We,  the  jury,  find  that  the  deceased 
was  tired  of  drifting  down  the  stream  of  life,  and 
so  tugged  out."  We  believe  that.  It's  from  a 
Texan  of  St.  Mary's. 

In  a  village  not  far  from  Portland,  Maine,  in 
the  month  of  September  last,  was  a  "revival." 
In  this  village  is  located  one  of  the  numerous 
corn -packing  establishments  of  the  Portland 
Packing  Company,  which  employs  all  of  the 
available  "help"  of  the  locality  in  canning  that 
delicious  article  known  to  the  world  over  as 
"Yarmouth  Sugar  Corn,"  Over  each  "crew" 
of  "cutters"  (the  cutters,  lads  and  lassies  seated 
at  wooden  trays,  cut  the  corn  from  the  cob  with 
gauged  knives)  is  a  "director,"  who,  every  few 
moments,  when  the  pressman  who  lills  the  cans 
calls  "Corn,"  to  indicate  that  his  supply  is  low, 
is  obliged  to  shout  the  words,  "  Scrajjc  down," 
which  means  that  the  cutters  shall  scrape  their 
trays  into  tin  pans  for  the  use  of  the  aforesaid 
pressman.  The  director  in  this  case,  a  binly, 
jolly  fellow,  nearly  seven  feet  in  his  Sunday 
boots,  strolled  into 'the  meeting-house  one  even- 
ing during  the  revival,  and,  having  bcenengngcd 
all  day  in  his  monotonous  occupation  of  crying 
"Scrape  down"  at  every  sound  of  the  word 
"corn,"  was  soon  overcome  with  drowsiness, 
and  dropped  ofl"  into  a  fjuiet  snooze.  It  was 
not  long  before  the  man  who  was  exhorting  his 
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brethering  had  occasion  to  speak  of  the  spiritual 
famine  of  the  period,  and,  to  give  force  to  liis 
remarks,  quoted  the  passage  about  going  into 
"  Egypt  to  buy  corn."  No  sooner  was  the  word 
"corn"  uttered  than  our  hero  started  up  and 
shouted,  to  the  horror  of  some  and  amusement 
of  more,  the  famiHar  words,  ''''Scrape  down!'' 
The  effect  was  sufficient  to  break  up  the  meeting 
for  that  night. 


As  showing  the  truth  of  that  truism,  "you 
can  never  tell  how  you  are  coming  out  of  the 
thing  until  after  you  have  betted,"  we  have  the 
experience  of  a  man  in  Alabama,  a  radical  Re- 
publican, who  deemed  it  a  duty  to  support  every 
measure  adopted  b}^  the  Republican  party.  Ac- 
cordingly, when  the  General  Bankrupt  Law  was 
passed,  he  regarded  it  as  obligatory  upon  himself 
to  indorse  it  by  personally  going  through  the  pro- 
cess. It  was  one  of  the  principles  of  the  party. 
He  must  go  it.  He  did  go  it.  And  upon  count- 
ing up  his  liabilities,  and  adding  thereto  the  fees 
of  counsel,  he  found  on  getting  through  that  he 
had  expended  precisely  !i5l72j^Q^o  more  than  he 
owed  when  he  started.    That  was  devotion. 


From  the  Sandwich  Islands,  under  date  of 
October  26,  1869,  we  have  a  note  from  a  gentle- 
man who,  in  common  with  tens  of  tliousands 
of  others  scattered  throughout  the  eartli,  derives 
great  comfort  from  the  Drawer.  This  gentle- 
man feels  moved  to  write  as  follows : 

"I  was  employed  in  a  drug-store  here,  and 
one  morning  after  breakfast  was  asked  by  my 
employer,  '  How  do  you  spell  Cholagogue  ?'  Of 
course  I  spelled  it  for  him ;  but  as  he  wished  to 
write  it  down,  I  was  requested  to  repeat  it.  I 
acquiesced,  one  syllable  at  a  time,  while  he 
wrote  it  down  ;  but  imagine  my  surprise  when  I 
heard  him  add  to  Cholagogue  the  word  Bibles ! 
It  did  not  take  me  long  to  discover  that  he  had 
written  '  Ciiolagogue  Bibles'  on  his  memoran- 
dum of  wants.  He  probably  intended  Polyglot 
Bibles,  but  the  name  of  the  patent  medicine  had 
slightly  obfuscated  him." 

From  the  Syracuse  Journal  of  October  24, 
1 869,  we  clip  the  following,  which  seems  to  ex- 
I)ress  a  feeling  that  animates  the  bosom  of  many 
a  parent  outside  the  boundaries  of  that  saline 
city: 

WANTED— A  Good  Servant -Girl,  to  whom  the 
highest  wages  will  be  paid.  Having  had  great 
difficulty  in  procuring  good  help,  on  account  of  the 
misfortune  of  having  seven  small  children,  we  will 
poison,  drown,  or  otherwise  make  way  with  four  of 
them  ou  application  of  a  tirst-class  servaut-girl.  Apply 
at  


A  Practical  Parent  objects  to  the  silliness 
of  our  nursery  rhymes,  for  the  reason  that  the 
doggerel  is  rendered  pernicious  by  the  absence 
of  a  practical  moral  purpose,  and  as  introducing 
infants  to  the  realities  of  life  through  an  utterly 
erroneous  medium.  They  are  taught  to  believe 
in  a  world  peopled  by  Little  Bo  Pee})s  and  Goosey 
Goosey  Ganders,  instead  of  a  Avorld  of  New  York 
Central,  Erie,  Northwestern  Preferred,  etc.,  etc. 
It  is  proposed,  therefore,  to  accommodate  the 
teaching  of  the  nursery  to  the  requirements  of 
the  age,  to  invest  Children's  Rhymes  with  a 
moral  purpose.  Instead,  for  example,  of  the 
blind  wonderment  as  to  the  nature  of  astronom- 


ical bodies  inculcated  in  that  feeble  poem  com- 
mencing, "Twinkle,  twinkle,  little  star,"  let  the 
child  be  indoctrinated  into  the  recent  investiga- 
tions of  science.    Thus : 

Wrinkles,  wrinkles,  solar  star, 
I  obtain  of  what  you  are, 
When  unto  the  noonday  sky 
I  the  spectroscope  apply; 
For  the  spectrum  renders  clear 
Gaps  within  your  photosphere, 
Also  sodium  in  the  bar 
Which  your  rays  yield,  solar  star. 

Then,  again,  there  is  the  gastronomic  career 
of  Little  Jack  Horner,  which  inculcates  glut-' 
tony.    It  is  practicable  that  this  fictitious  hero 
should  fomiliarize  the  child  with  the  principles 
of  the  Delectus  : 

Studious  John  Horner, 

Of  Latin  no  scorner. 
In  the  second  declension  did  spy 

How  nouns  there  are  some 

Which,  ending  in  uvi, 
Do  not  make  their  plural  in  i. 

The  episode  of  Jack  and  Jill  is  valueless. as  an 
educational  medium.  But  it  might  be  made  to 
illustrate  the  arguments  of  a  certain  school  of 
political  economists  : 

Jack  and  Jill 

Have  studied  Mill, 
And  all  that  sage  has  taught  too. 

Now  both  promote  , 

Jill's  claim  to  vote. 
As  every  good  girl  ought  to. 

Even  the  pleasures  of  life  have  their  duties, 
and  the  child  needs  to  be  instructed  in  the  po- 
lite relaxation  of  society.  The  unmeaning  jingle 
of  "Hey  diddle  diddle"  might  be  invested  with 
some  utility  of  a  social  kind  : 

I  did  an  idyl  on  Joachim's  fiddle 

At  a  classical  soiree  of  June, 
While  jolly  dogs  laughed  at  themes  from  Spohr, 

And  longed  for  a  popular  tune. 

And  th^ importance  of  securing  a  good  parti, 
of  rejecting  ineligible  candidates,  and  of  modi- 
fying flirtations  by  a  strict  regard  to  the  future, 
might  be  impressed  upon  the  female  mind  at  an 
early  age  in  the  following  moral : 

Little  Miss  Mufflt 
Sat  at  a  buffet 

Eating  a  bonbon  sucre ; 
A  younger  son  spied  her, 
And  edged  up  beside  her, 

But  she  properly  frowned  him  away. 


We  find  in  a  recent  French  journal  a  fresh 
and  characteristic  anecdote  of  Lafayette.  At 
Lamarque's  funeral  the  crowd  took  out  the 
General's  horses  as  he  was  returning  home,  and 
drew  him  to  his  hotel.  "You  must  have  been 
very  much  pleased,"  remarked  a  friend.  "Very 
much  pleased  indeed,"  replied  Lafayette;  "but 
I  never  saw  any  thing  more  of  my  horses !" 

It  is  a  good  thing  to  have  proper  nourishment. 
Particularly  for  invalids.  The  Englishman  builds 
up  on  beef ;  the  Frenchman  on  delicate  made 
dishes ;  the  German  on  a  generous  combination 
of  beer  and  kraut,  as  w^e  infer  from  the  reply  of 
a  good  Teuton,  who,  on  being  asked  how  much 
sauer-kraut  he  had  put  up  for  winter  use,  re- 
plied:  "I'se  not  got  much;  only  ten  barrels — 
joost  for  sickness." 

Queer  anecdotes  of  the  ministers  and  their 
various  modes  of  "improving"  the  subject  of 
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their  discourse  are  constantly  occurring.  The 
last  that  comes  to  us  is  from  a  clergyman  who 
preached  from  the  text,  "Love  one  another;" 
and  gave  a  new  idea  of  his  subject  by  illus- 
trating it  with  an  anecdote  of  two  goats  who  met 
on  the  middle  of  the  one -plank  bridge  that  crossed 
the  stream  in  his  parish:  "But  did  they  fight 
and  try  to  push  each  other  into  the  water?  Oh 
no !  but  the  one  laid  himself  down  while  the 
other  stepped  over  him.  Here  was  friendship ! 
here  was  love !  Oh,  my  brethren,  let  us  all  live 
like  goats !" 


The  November  Number  of  the  Drawer  con- 
tained several  anecdotes  of  the  eccentric  Meth- 
odist minister,  Jacob  Kruber,  which  suggests  to 
a  Bedford,  Pennsylvania,  correspondent  two  or 
three  others,  which  have  not  hitherto  been  seen 
in  print. 

Kruber  was  an  inveterate  hater  of  the  canine 
species.  On  one  occasion  he  was  holding  family 
prayer  a  few  miles  from  this  place,  when  a  dog 
belonging  to  the  owner  of  the  house  walked  de- 
liberately into  the  room  and  calmly  looked  on. 
Kruber  opened  his  eyes,  saw  the  dog,  ceased 
praying,  arose,  and  kicked  him  out  of  the  room  ; 
then  returned  to  his  previous  position  upon  his 
knees,  and  resumed  his  prayer  as  if  nothing  had 
occurred  to  disturb  his  equanimity. 

His  hatred  of  dogs  was  pretty  generally  un- 
derstood, and  now  and  then  persons  of  a  xvag- 
f/ish  turn  of  mind  would  take  pleasure  in  annoy- 
ing him.  On  another  occasion  he  was  holding 
services  in  a  school-house.  Among  the  audience 
was  a  stalwart  backwoodsman  with  an  enormous 
Newfoundland  dog.  He  had  placed  himself  on 
the  end  of  a  slab  bench  and  seated  his  dog  by 
liis  side,  carelessly  placing  his  arm  around  the 
neck  of  the  animal.  Kruber  arose  to  commence 
the  sen  ices.  He  cast  a  glance  at  the  dog,  then 
at  the  door,  and,  finally,  at  the  brethren.  The 
language  was  perfectly  understood,  but  no  one 
stirred.  Kruber  looked  all  around  the  room,  and 
then  thundered,  "Put  out  that  dog!"  But  the 
overawing  Avoodsman  grimly  smiled  defiance, 
and  the  dog  showed  a  splendid  set  of  teeth. 
Kruber  saw  that  he  was  foiled,  and,  as  a  parting 
shot,  remarked  that  "  Brothers  generally  show  a 
very  warm  feeling  for  each  other. " 


He  once  preached  a  sermon  on  the  devil,  in 
which  the  "Spirit  of  Darkness"  and  the  audi- 
ence, which  was  not  all  made  up  of  Methodists, 
had  to  take  not  a  few  thrusts  of  his  terrible  weap- 
ons. The  next  morning,  as  he  was  leaving  the 
])lace,  he  rode  by  where  several  precocious  boys 
were  fishing.  Kruber  inquired  what  they  were 
fishing  for. 

"For  the  devil  I"  answered  one  of  the  boys. 
"And  with  what  do  you  bait  your  hooks?" 
' '  With  Methodist  preachers, "  was  the  prompt 
reply. 


A  Kentucky  girl,  having  heard  Bishop  Bas- 
com  deliver  one  of  his  elaborate  pulj)it  orations, 
became  enthusiastic  on  the  subject  of  his  elo- 
(juence.  On  returning  home  she  expressed  in 
glowing  terms  her  admiration  to  her  grandma,  i 
The  old  lady — relict  of  an  old-style  Jjaptist  min- 
ister— shook  her  head  mournfully,  and  said  :  [ 
"Tut,  tut,  child!  you  don't  know  what  preach-  ! 


ing  is ,  you  ought  to  have  heard  your  grandfather. 
Many  and  many  a  time  I've  seen  him  come  down 
out  of  the  pulpit  without  a  dry  thread  in  his 
shirt!" 


This  little  brevity  from  Crabb  Robinson's 
Diary:  ''March  5,  1853.  Dr.  Donaldson  re- 
peated a  pun  of  his  own.  It  was  said  at  table, 
'  If  you  can  give  me  at  dinner  a  good  dish  of  fish 
after  soup,  I  want  no  more.'  'That  is  not  my 
doctrine,'  said  Dr.  Donaldson.  *  On  such  a 
theme  I  am  content  to  be  held  superficial.'' " 

The  before-mentioned  brother,  whose  shirt- 
moistening  eloquence  had  so  impressed  his  bet- 
ter-half, had  two  leading  passions — one  for  fine 
horses,  the  other  for  the  accumulation  of  land. 
The  latter,  unfortunately,  involved  him  in  con- 
siderable litigation.  One  night,  when  returning 
from  one  of  his  appointments,  he  overtook  a  gen- 
tleman whose  fine  horse  attracted  his  attention, 
and  opened  the  way  to  conversation.    It  soon 

turned  upon  religion  ;  and  Avhile  Brother  C  

was  expatiating  on  the  glory  of  free  grace,  he 
was  interrupted  in  a  somewhat  startling  manner. 
The  stranger  had  a  little  son  riding  behind  him, 
who  for  the  third  time  had  pulled  his  sleeve, 
with,  "Daddy,  daddy!  I  say,  daddy,  is  there 
any  land  in  the  moon?"    "No,  of  course  not," 

he  replied  ;  "if  there  had  been,  old  Elijah  C  

would  have  been  there  long  ago!"  Fortunately, 

just  here  the  road  forked,  and  Parson  C  

went  on  his  way  with  food  for  meditation  and 
prayer. 

A  BROTHER  of  "  the  abovc"  parson,  of  whom 
there  were  seven,  all  ministers,  was  considerei,! 
by  his  fellow-laborers  a  little  below  the  medium 
in  theological  talent,  though  of  acknowledged 
piety.  The  brothers  met  in  solemn  conclave  in 
order  to  convince  him  of  his  inability  to  build  np 
Sion.  They  assured  him  that  they  did  not  doubt 
his  piety  in  the  least,  but,  said  the  spokesman, 
"we  do  not  think  you  are  called  to  preach. 
You've  preached  twenty  years,  and  during  that 
long  time  have  converted  only  one  soul."  "  You 
own  to  one,  then,  do  you  ?"'  queried  the  old  man. 
"Yes;  that  old  black  sister  in  Virginia  was  a 
true  conversion  ;  she  lived  and  died  a  Christian 
woman  from  the  time  you  converted  her." 
"Well,"  said  the  old  man,  rising,  to  signify 
his  dismissal  of  the  council,  "I'll  preach  twenty 
more  years :  every  fellow  save  liis  fellow,  and 
nobody  will  be  lost." 

("Let  ])atience  have  her  perfect  work" — or 
words  to  that  effect.) 


During  the  session  of  a  negro  Conference  at 
Cincinnati,  several  years  ago,  very  weighty  ques- 
tions were  discussed.  Among  others,  a  clause 
was  proposed  to  be  introduced  into  the  discipline 
forbidding  the  second  marriage  of  ministers. 
This  was  warmly  discussed.  Finally,  (piilc  a 
sensation  was  produced  by  the  bishop  recognizing 
the  rising  speaker  as  Dorcter  D-o-r-m-a-n,  of 
New  York."  The  Doctor,  taking  the  afHrniativo, 
spoke  with  eloquence,  denounced  bitterly  those 
who  opposed  the  proposition,  and  concluded  with 
some  rather  rough  personalities.  "Now,  Broth- 
er Bishop,"  said  he,  "  I'll  take  my  seat.  I  could 
say  much  more  on  this  subject,  but  I  know  l  ye 
already  stirred  up  a  yellow-jacket's  nest,  and  will 
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soon  hear  them  huzzing  round  my  ears."  He 
was  followed  by  an  old  bald-headed  brother, 
^vho  thus  threw  down  the  glove  of  defiance : 
"You  have  also  aroused  a  bald-headed  hornet; 
and,  Brother  Bishop,  before  I  proceed  to  the 
question,  I  want  to  inform  you  that  I  am  ac- 
quainted with  Dorcter  Dorman,  of  New  York. 
I've  known  him  a  long  while.  He  is  now  in  the 
earthly  and  felicitous  enjoyment  of  his  third 
wife ;  and  if  the  angel  of  death  were  to  beckon 
her  away,  her  sainted  spirit  would  scarcely  have 
time  to  sweep  the  golden  harp  above — her  love- 
ly person  would  scarcely  be  placed  in  the  dark 
grave — before  Dorcter  Dorman,  of  New  York, 
would  be  hunting  number  four  /" 

Verily,  a  new  kind  of  "  drummer  !" 

A  fashionable  undertaker  in  one  of  the  north- 
ern towns  of  Kentucky  [this  from  a  lady  on  the 
spot  to  the  Drawer]  indulged  his  taste  by  pur- 
chasing a  very  elegant  hearse,  with  plate-glass, 
silver  mountings,  and  mournfully  waving  plumes. 
A  gentleman  seeing  the  hearse  passing  down  the 
street  in  gloomy  pomp,  inquired  anxiously  of  the 
nearest  friend,  ' '  Who  is  dead  ?"  The  reply  w  as : 
"Nobody — lie's  onlj  druinminf/  T' 


In  one  of  the  Scripture-named  towns  of  Penn- 
sylvania a  rural  citizen  entered  a  druggist's  shop 
and  asked  for  ten  cents'  worth  of  magnesia.  The 
drugger  gave  him  some  of  Husband's  magnesia, 
and  labeled  it  as  such.  In  half  an  hour  the  pur- 
chaser returned,  and  said  he  wanted  ten  cents' 
worth  more.  The  drugger  told  him  that  he  had 
given  him  a  full  dose.  "I  know  that,"  reiilied 
the  man  ;  "I  want  this  for  my  Wife/" 


Fro:m  the  superintendent  of  one  of  the  prom- 
inent charitable  institutions  of  Illinois  we  receive 
the  following,  the  ready  wit  of  which  would  de- 
serve, on  the  part  of  any  youthful  culprit,  com- 
plete absolution : 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Wines,  now  of  New  York,  whose 
fame  in  the  department  of  social  science  is  every 
where  recognized,  was  formerly  Regent  of  the 
University  of  St.  Louis.  Among  the  under- 
teachers  was  one  named  Butler,  whose  belief  in 
the  exercise  of  the  rod  was  more  implicit  than 
would  suit  the  ideas  of  non-resistants,  and  who 
carried  his  faith  into  corresponding  frequency  of 
exercise.  He  had  occasion  at  one  time  to  apply 
Solomon's  panacea  to  a  young  olfender,  who  took 
his  revenge  as  follows :  On  the  next  morning 
there  was  found  facing  the  passage  leading  to  the 
university  a  large  placard,  bearing  an  unmistaka- 
ble drawing  of  the  building,  the  windows  being 
garnished  with  a  display  of  bottles,  such  as  is 
seen  in  a  country  grocery,  and  over  the  door  the 
sign— 

WINES 

AND  OTIIEK  LICKERS. 


We  are  fui-nished  by  a  gentleman  at  Spring- 
field, Illinois,  with  a  couple  of  little  anecdotes  of 
Mr.  Lincoln,  hitherto  unpublished  : 

Mr.  Lincoln  was  fond  of  chess.  One  morning, 
in  the  Ml  of  '59,  he  became  engaged  in  the  game 
v»ith  Judge  Samuel  Treat.  The  players  were 
very  equally  matched.  Each  had  won  one  game, 
and  the  third,  the  deciding  game,  was  in  prog- 
ress, Mr.  Lincoln  having  slightly  the  advantage. 
LiLtle  "Tad"'  was  present.    Wearied  with  the 


silence,  and  hungry  for  his  dinner,  the  little  fel- 
low ever  and  anon  tugged  at  his  father's  coat, 
and  begged  to  go  home.  To  his  importunities 
Mr.  Lincoln  would  absently  answer,  "  Yes,  son- 
ny"— "Presently,  Tad" — "In  a  minute,  my 
boy" — until  the  disgusted  Tad  gave  the  chess- 
board a  sudden  shove  that  sent  it  from  the  table 
to  the  floor,  and  pawn,  knight,  castle,  and  king 
in  a  common  heap. 

"  Well,  well,  Tad,  we'll  go  to  dinner  now,  my 
boy!"  said  Mr.  Lincoln,  rising  quietly,  and  go- 
ing off  in  a  trot,  with  Tad  by  the  hand,  not  a 
shadow  of  anger  or  impatience  clouding  his  good, 
homely  face. 

I  will  not  repeat  what  the  Judge  said  after  the 
door  closed  behind  Mr.  Lincoln  and  Tad ;  there 
were  bad  words  in  it. 


There  lived  in  Springfield  in  1860,  and  prob- 
ably lives  there  still,  an  Irish  day-laborer  named 
John  M'Carty,  an  intense  Democrat.  Some  time 
after  the  Presidential  election  Mr.  Lincoln  was 
walking  along  the  public  square,  and  John  was 
shoveling  out  the  gutter.  As  the  President-elect 
approached,  M'Carty  rested  on  his  shovel,  and 
holding  out  his  hand,  said,  bluntl}^ : 

"  An'  so  yer  elected  Presidint,  are  ye  ?  Faith 
an'  it  wasn't  by  my  vote,  at  all,  at  all!" 

"  Well,  yes,  John, "  replied  Mr.  Lincoln,  shak- 
ing hands  with  Join;  veiy  cordially ;  "  the  papers 
say  I'm  elected ;  but  it  seems  odd  I  should  be, 
when  you  opposed  me." 

"Well,  Misther  Lincoln,"  said  John,  dropping 
his  voice  lest  some  brother-Democrat  should  hear 
the  confession,  "I'm  glad  ye  got  it,  after  all. 
It's  moighty  little  pace  I've  had  wid  Biddy  for 
votin'  forniust  ye ,.  an'  if  ye'd  bin  bate,  she'd  ha' 
driv  me  from  the  shanty,  as  shure's  the  worrold !" 

"Give  my  compliments  to  Biddy,  John,  and  ' 
tell  her  I'll  think  seriously  of  women-sufirage, " 
said  Mr.  L.  with  a  smile,  as  he  passed  on  to  his 
office. 


An  epitaph  or  two  comes  to  us  in  a  late  Lon- 
don weekly : 

"  Here  lies  the  body  of  W.  W., 
Who  never  more  will  trouble  yon,  trouble  you." 

Another,  on  Thomas  Woodcock : 

"Here  lie  the  remains  of  Thomas  Woodhen, 
The  most  amiable  of  husbands  and  excellent  of 
men. 

"  N.B. — His  real  name  was  Woodcock,  but  it 
wouldn't  come  in  rhyme. — Hen  M'tdoic," 

And  this,  written  by  a  gentleman  evidently  of 

the  Irish  persuasion : 

"John  Palfreymau,  who  is  buried  here, 
Was  aged  four-aud-twenty  year; 
And  near  this  place  his  mother  lies, 
Likewise  his  father— when  he  dies." 

Another  Hibemicism  is  found  at  Tavistock : 

"Under  this  stone  lies  three  children  dear, 
Two  be  buried  at  Tawton,  aud  the  other  here." 


A  MISERLY  old  gentleman  is  complimented  by 
the  following  inscription  on  his  tomb  : 

"Here  lies  old  Father  Gripe,  who  never  cried  'Jam 
satis,' 

'Twonld  wake  him  did  he  know  you  read  his  tomb- 
stone gratis." 

Amon;g  denominational  jokes  the  following, 
by  an  eminent  Western  physician,  is  not  bad  : 
Being  called  to  the  bedside  of  a  dying  repro- 
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bate,  he  found  that  he  was  expected  to  give  com- 
fort rather  to  the  soul  than  the  body.  The  old 
woman  said  if  she  ccukl  only  remember  the  name 
of  the  Church  she  had  been  a  member  of  she 
would  feel  better. 

"  Was  it  the  Presbyterian?"  kindly  suggested 
the  doctor. 

"No,  that  wa'n't  it." 

"The  Methodist?" 

"  No  ;  we  didn't  like  them." 

"Baptist?" 

"  No,  it  warn't  tlie  Baptist.'' 

"  Did  they  baptize  in  it  ?" 

"  Wh}"",  that  was  the  main  thing.^^ 

"Then  it  must  have  been  the  Campbellite," 
said  the  doctor. 

"That's  it!"  she  exclaimed;  "that's  it! 
Thank  God  I  remcniher  the  name  of  it 

And,  greatly  comforted,  she  fell  into  a  tran- 
quil slumber.   Or,  as  Wordsworth  says,  she  was 

"One  iu  whom  persuasion  and  belief 
Had  ripened  into  faith,  and  faith  become 
A  passionate  intuition." 

The  number  of  sham  epitaphs  written  on  per- 
sons of  particular  trades  or  professions  is  innu- 
merable. Doctors,  lawyers,  shoemakers,  tailors, 
and  blacksmiths  are  those  chiefly  honored  in  this 
way.  The  most  ponderous  efforts  at  wit  have 
been  written  over  these  callings,  in  which  the 
various  implements  used  are  generally  dragged 
in  in  a  series  of  wretched  puns.  Some  refer- 
ence is  sure  to  be  made  to  the  blacksmith's  vice  ; 
tlie  shoemaker  is  certain  to  "leave  his  all  be- 
hind;" the  tailor,  most  likely,  has  been  clipped 
by  the  shears  of  death  ;  while  the  doctor  is  joked 
about  his  murderous  propensities,  and  the  law3^er 
about  his  dishonesty.  To  this  class  the  doctor 
1ms  perhaps  contributed  the  best  series  of  witty 
epitaphs.  Very  few  of  these  appear  in  our  col- 
lection— in  fact,  there  is  but  one,  if  we  are  not 
mistaken,  which  refers  to  a  doctor : 

"Here  Doctor  Fisher  lies  interred, 
Who  fiU'd  the  half  of  this  church-yard." 

Tlie  cleverest  of  those  on  the  legal  profession 
consists  of  one  line,  "On  Strange,  a  Lawyer" — 
"Here  lies  au  honest  lawj-cr,  that  is  Strange." 


As  estimable  citizen  of  Detroit,  engaged  in 
the  oyster  trade,  Avas  thus  addressed  by  one  of 
liis  friends:  "Well,  if  business  continues  good 
during  the  winter,  I  su[)pose  you  can  give  us  a 
c.'ui-cant  you?"  To  which  tlie  unshelfish  man 
leplied:  "1  suppose  I  ca«."  This  must  have 
been  the  man  who 

"Stripped  the  pearly  oyster  of  his  eoat, 
And  thrust  the  living  morsel  down  his  throat," 


Possibly  some  one  of  our  readers  may  have 
f  >und  the  property  described  in'  the  following 
advertisement,  published  in  the  Lockport  Dailij 
Journal  and  Courier  of  October  15  : 

LOST !  yesterday,  from  off  a  wagon,  a  large-sized 
Traveling- Bag,  containing  sundry  articles  of 
wearing  apparel— among  which  were  two  Hubbard 
Squashes — somewhere  l)etween  the  Gas  factory  and 

the  house  of  the  owner,  N.  G.  S  ;  proceeding  ! 

through  on  streets  straight  to  the  Gulf,  parallel  to 
Main  Street.  The  finder  will  receive  a  reasonable  re- 
ward by  leaving  the  same  at  the  Journal  office. 

Our  unfortunate  friend  should  have  named  the 
figures  of  the  reward.  The  Detective  of  the  Pe- 
riod is  not  stimulated  exce})t  by  figures.    There  ' 
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obviously  is  not  much  money  in  any  two  Hub- 
bard Squashes.  Nevertheless,  we  circulate  the 
advertisement. 


A  LKGAL  correspondent  in  Wisconsin  sends 
to  the  Drawer  the  following  verbatim  copy  of  a 
letter  from  a  client,  who  desired  to  prevent  his 
wife  from  getting  a  bill  of  divorce  against  him. 
On  its  receipt,  our  correspondent  adds,  "  we 
abandoned  the  case,  and  she  couldn't  '  get  enny 
bill  on  this:'" 

June  18  1806 

Mr  steel  I  heard  my  wife  came  to  you  for  a  bill  of 
divorsc  you  probly  herd  her  story  and  I  will  tell  you 
mine  and  I  will  tell  you  the  truth  I  heard  Id  did  not 
provide  uuff  to  eat  god  noes  I  hade  nuff  of  flower  pork 
potatoes  and  made  ower  one  barril  buter  and  always 
luid  huney  iu  the  hous  I  got  her  tea  shoger  dried  friiit 
I  always  thought  good  deal  of  her  and  I  would  get 
evry  thing  I  cold  to  pleas  her  I  herd  she  sed  I  was 
lasy  if  i  was  I  had  uuff  to  eat  and  drink  she  cant  say 
but  what  I  got  close  for  her  she  had  4  good  dreses 
Avhen  she  left  I  got  her  fore  new  pare  of  shoes  whiu 
one  year  that  was  last  year  the  first  pare  I  pade  3  dol- 
lars the  secout  2:25  and  third  2,50  and  4  forth  3  dollars 
this  was  all  got  with  iu  oue  year  and  I  was  wiliu  to 
get  them  for  her  and  I  got  things  Just  that  way  for 
her  and  I  am  wiliu  to  do  it  agaiu  for  her  I  though  my 
eyes  of  her  she  would  get  evry  thing  she  ask  for  if  it 
lade  iu  my  power  to  git  her  this  is  Just  as  trew  as  god 
in  heaven  and  /  cant  see  she  can  get  enny  hill  on  this. 
Mr  steel  I  wish  you  wold  talk  whith  her  and  got  her 
to  come  back  aud  live  with  me  and  live  a  happy  life 
to  gether 

l>leas  answer  this  post  ofice  co  Wis  and  I  will 

satisfy  you  for  it  this  from  your  freud 

John  

I  ceap  bees  and  have  lots  of  huney  I  wish  you  Avoid 
advise  her  to  come'  aud  live  Avith  me  I  am  a  lonsom 
man  you  ever  saAvI  cant  sleap  or  eat  much  it  Avares  on 
me  my  mind  on  her  all  the  time  Avhen  I  am  awake 
and  sleep  if  you  answer  this  write  plain  so  I  can  read 
it  for  I  caut  read  por  hand  tell  me  what  she  ses  about 
it 


It  is  not  the  correct  thing  at  all  to  laugh  at 
tlie  misfortunes  of  people :  but  what  can  one  do 
Avhen  placed  in  the  position  narrated  in  the  fol- 
loAving  by  a  Avelcome  Connecticut  correspondent : 

In  the  procession  that  folloAved  good  Deacon 

Jones  to  the  grave,  last  summer.  Rev.  Mr.  , 

the  new  minister  of  East  Town,  found  him.^elf 
in  the  carriage  Avith  an  elderly  man  Avbom  he  had 
never  before  met.  They  rode  in  grave  silence 
for  a  few  moments,  Avhen  the  clergyman  endeavor- 
ed to  improA'e  the  occasion  by  serious  conversa- 
tion. 

"This  is  a  solemn  duty  in  Avhich  Ave  are  en- 
gaged, my  friend,"  he  said. 

"lley?  Avhat  did  you  say.  Sir?"  the  old  man 
returned.  "  Can't  ye  sjieak  louder  ?  I'm  hard 
of  hearin'." 

"I  was  remarking,"  shouted  the  minister, 
"  that  this  is  a  solemn  road  Ave  are  traveling  to- 
day." 

''''Sandy  road!  Yon  don't  call  this  ere  sandy, 
do  ye?  I  guess  you  ain't  been  down  to  the 
South  Deestrict.  Ther's  a  stretch  of  road  on 
the  old  pike  that  beats  all  I  ever  see  for  hard 
travelin'.  Only  a  Aveek  afoi-e  Deacon  Jones  A\  as 
tuck  sick  I  met  him  drivin'  his  ox-team  along 
there,  and  the  sand  Avas  pretty  nigh  u\)  to  the 
hubs  of  the  Avheels.  The  ])eacon  used  to  get 
dretful  riled  'bout  that  ])iece  of  road,  and  East 
Town  does  go  ahead  of  all  creation  for  sand." 

The  young  minister  looked  blank  at  the  unex- 
pected turn  given  to  his  remark  ;  but  (piickly  re- 
covering himself,  and  raising  his  voice  to  its  high- 
est liitch,  he  resumed  the  conversation. 
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"Our  friend  has  done  with  all  the  discomforts 
of  earth,"  he  said,  solemnly.  "  A  small  spot  of 
ground  will  soon  cover  his  poor  senseless  clay. " 

"Did  you  say  clay^  Sir?"  said  the  old  man, 
eagerly.  " 'Tain't  nigh  so  good  to  cover  sand 
with  as  medder  loam.  Sez  1  to  Mr.  Brewer,  last 
town-meetin'  day,  '  Jf  you'd  cart  on  a  few  dozen 
loads — and  there's  acres  of  it  on  the  river  bank, ' 
sez  I,  '  you'd  make  as  pretty  a  piece  of  road  as 
there  is  in  Har'ford  County.'  13 ut  we  are  slow 
folks  in  East  Town,  Sir, " 

It  was  perhaps  fortunate  for  the  minister  at 
that  moment  that  the  smell  of  new-made  hay 
from  a  neighboring  field  suggested  a  fresh  train 
of  thought. 

"Look,"  said  he,  with  a  graceful  wave  of  the 
hand;  "what  an  emblem  of  the  brevity  of  hu- 
man life !  As  the  grass  of  the  field  so  man  flour- 
isheth,  and  to-morrow  he  is  cut  down." 

"  I  don't  calculate  to  cut  mine  till  next  wxek," 
said  his  companion.  ' '  You  mustn't  cut  grass  too 
arly;  and  then,  agin,  you  mustn't  cut  it  too  late." 

"JNIy  friend,"  shrieked  the  minister,  in  a  last 
desperate  attempt  to  make  himself  understood, 
' '  this  is  no  place  for  vain  conversation.  We  are 
approaching  the  narrow  house  appointed  for  all 
the  living," 

They  were  entering  the  grave-yard,  but  the  old 
man  stretched  his  neck  from  the  carriage- window 
in  the  opposite  direction, 

"Do  you  mean  Square  Hubbard's,  over  yon- 
der? 'Tis  rather  narrer.  They  build  all  them 
new-fangled  housen  that  way  nowadays.  To  my 
mind  they  ain't  nigh  so  harnsome,  nor  so  hand}- 
to  do  chores  in,  as  the  old-fashioned  square  ones, 
with  a  broad  entry  runnin'  clear  through  to  the 
back-door.  Well,  this  is  the  gittin'-out  place, 
ain't  it  ?  Much  obleeged  to  ye,  parson,  for  your 
entertainhi'  remarks. " 


A  VENERABLE  but  ecccntric  president  of  a 
Western  college  was  proverbial  for  leaving  no- 
thing unprayed  for.  In  the  customary  long 
prayer  before  sermon  he  prayed  for  every  body, 
every  thing.  Although  occasionally  amusing,  he 
was  always  fervent.  He  was  not  a  square  John- 
son man,  as  may  be  inferred  from  his  style  of 
supplication  in  behalf  of  the  now  ex-President, 
which  was,  "  O  Lord,  we  pray  for  Andrew  John- 
son, We  know  that  he  is  nothing  but  a  piece 
of  rottenness  under  Thy  nose ;  but,  O  Lord,  wake 
hivi  up  .'"  It  Avas  given  with  great  unction ;  yet 
it  was  prejudiced.  That  eminent  Tennesseean 
is  not  of  slumberous  habit ;  on  the  contrary,  he 
is,  in  politics,  essentially  lively. 

Another  especial  subject  of  the  reverend  pres- 
ident's prayer  was  Dr.  •  ,  head  of  the   

department — a  man  of  marked  ability,  but  not 
inclined  to  hurry  through  the  world.  Indeed,  he 
was  much  too  slow  to  suit  the  energetic  presi- 
dent. Seated  in  the  pulpit,  one  Sunday  morn- 
ing, imagine  his  emotions  when  he  heard  the  ven- 
erable head  of  the  institution  say  :  "  O  Lord,  we 

pray  for  Dr.  .    Thou  knowest  that  he  is  the 

smartest  one  among  us ;  but,  O  Lord,  he  is  so 
lazy  r 

it  has  been  a  custom  latterly  in  most  colleges 
for  the  graduating  class  to  collect  the  photo- 
graphs and  autographs  of  the  class.   Col- 
lege was  no  exception ;  and  with  our  class  the 
photograph  fever  ran  so  high  that  the  president 


alluded  to  it  in  this  way:  "We  pray  for  the 
Senior  Class,  who  will  soon  leave  us,  O  Lord, 
wilt  Thou  have  mercy  on  them,  for  Thou  seest 
them  running  wild  with  foolishness,  going  around 
gathering  photographs," 


In  the  little  city  of  B  ,  in  the  southern 

part  of  Kentucky,  dwelt  an  elderly  persoa  named 
Walker,  by  trade  a  maker  of  shoes,  and  who  in 
some  odd  way  had  acquired  the  appellation  of 
"  Judge, "  On  one  occasion,  when  General  Sam 
Houston  was  traveling  through  the  State  on  his 
way  to  Louisville,  he  stopped  at  the  hotel  in 

B          for  supper,  and  was  called  on  by  many 

gentlemen  of  the  place  who  were .  desirous  to 
meet  the  old  hero.  Among  them  was  Walker, 
who  was  presented  as  "Judge"  to  the  General, 
the  latter  observing,  "I  am  glad  to  see  you. 
Judge;  glad  to  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
you ;  how  long  is  it  since  you  retired  from  the 
Bench?"  "Well,"  replied  Walker,  "really. 
General,  I  have  not  made  a  pair  of  shoes  in 
twenty-five  years ! "  Eor  a  moment  the  General 
didn't  exactly  seem  to  know  what  was  meant  by 
the  smirk  excited  by  the  response ;  but  he  soon 
comprehended. 


The  last  meeting  of  the  Hudson  County,  New 
Jersey,  Democratic  Convention  at  Jersey  City, 
during  the  last  political  canvass,  had  the  effect 
of  making  a  number  of  sore  heads  through  the 
-county,  especially  among  the  American  portion 
of  the  population,  owing  to  the  unusual  prepon- 
derance of  the  Emerald  element  on  the  ticket. 
Almost  every  one  not  nominated  was  growling ; 
among  the  rest  a  noted  ward  politician  named 
Van  Tassell,  who  is  indebted  to  every  one  in  the 
city  who  will  lend  him  a  dollar.  Soon  after  the 
adjournment  of  the  Convention  he  went  into  the 
Standard  office  and  announced  his  intention  of 
changing  his  name  from  Bob  to  Teddy  Van 
Tassell,  "  Don't,  Bob,"  says  Alick  Watts,  who 
w^as  standing  in  the  office ;  "  change  it  to  Owen 
(owing)  Van  Tassell — it  will  be  more  appropri- 
ate," Van  immediately  left  to  see  a  prominent 
Senator  across  the  way, 

' '  The  Art  of  Putting  Things"  is  one  of  the 
most  difficult  in  every  department  of  human 
speech-work  or  human  head-work ;  the  what  to 
say,  the  when  to  say  it,  the  how  to  say  it.  The 
quaint  way  in  which  things  are  "put"  forms  the 
staple  of  a  mass  of  sayings  sent  to  the  Drawer ; 
as,  for  example,  a  correspondent  at  Bucyrus, 
(Ohio,  who  incloses  the  original  note  of  an  in- 
digent person  suffering  from  scorbutic  ailment: 

Holmes  township,  Crofurd  Co.  O. 

Dokter,  Sir,  i  want  you  to  Cend  Me  suuthen  to  cure 
a  brakeing  out  all  over.  I  cant  tel  you  wat  is,  but  it 
burns  and  iches.  The  wife  thinks  it  is  the  Each  but  I 
dout  think  it  is,  but  youre  the  phersishion  and  cend 
me  Bunthen  to  Xock  it  hier  than  haman. 

Yure  freud.   


Another  specimen  of  this  Art  of  Putting 
Things  comes  from  a  Boston  correspondent, 
who,  last  summer,  while  walking  through  the 
village  of  Felchville,  Vermont,  came  across  some 
stone  slabs  by  the  road-side,  on  one  of  which  Avas 
this  inscription  : 

"  On  the  31st  August  1754  Capt  James  Johnson  had 
a  daughter  born  on  this  spot  of  ground  being  captivate:! 
with  his  whole  family  by  the  Indians." 
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FEEDEEICK  IN  PRISON. 

III.— THE  MARRIAGE  OF  WILHELMINA 
AND  THE  RECONCILIATION. 

THE  captive  crown  prince  was  conveyed  from 
Wcsel  to  the  old  castle  of  Mittenwalde, 
where  he  was  imprisoned  in  a  room  without 
furniture  or  bed.    An  old  chest,  which  chanced 


to  be  there,  was  his 
only  seat.  One  of 
the  king's  favorite 
ministers,  Grumkow, 
with  othfer  officials, 
was  sent  to  interro- 
gate him.  The  prince, 
probably  aware  that 
nothing  which  he 
could  now  do  could 
make  matters  worse 
than  they  actually 
were,  displayed  much 
spirit  in  the  interview. 
Frankly  avowing  his 
intention  to  escape, 
he  refused  to  make 
any  disclosures  whidr 
should  implicate  his 
friends.  Grumkov/ 
insolently  informed 
hiyi  that  the  use  of 
the  rack  was  not  yet 
abolished  in  his  ma- 
jesty's dominions,  and 
that,  if  he  were  not 
more  pliant,  the  ener- 
gies of  that  instru- 
ment miglit  be  call- 
ed into  requisition. 
Frederick  admitted 
afterward  that  his 
blood  ran  cold  at  that 
suggestion.  Still  he 
had  the  nerve  to  re- 
ply, according  to  the 
testimony  of  Wilhel- 
mina : 

"  A  hangman  such 
as  you  naturally  takes 
pleasure  in  talking  of 
his  tools  and  of  his 
trade.     But  on  me 
they  will  produce  no 
effect.    I  have  owned 
every  thing,  and  almost  regret  to  have  done  so. 
I  ought  not  to  degrade  myself  by  answering  the 
cpiestions  of  a  scoundrel  such  as  you  are. 

Grumkow  gathered  up  his  papers,  and,  with 
his  associate  officials,  departed,  probably  medi- 
tating upon  his  own  prospects  siiould  the  crown 
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prince  ever  become  king  of  Prussia.  The  next 
day,  September  5,  the  captive  was  taken  from 
the  castle  of  Mittenwalde  and  sent  to  the  for- 
tress of  Ciistrin,  a  small  and  quiet  town  about 
seventy  miles  from  Berlin.  The  strong,  dun- 
geon-like room  in  which  he  was  incarcerated 
consisted  of  bare  walls,  without  any  furniture, 
the  light  being  admitted  by  a  single  aperture, 
so  high  that  the  prince  could  not  look  out  at  it. 
He  was  divested  of  his  uniform,  of  his  sword, 
of  every  mark  of  dignity.  Coarse,  brown 
clothes  of  plainest  cut  were  furnished  him. 
His  flute  was  taken  from  him,  and  he  was 
deprived  of  all  books  but  the  Bible  and  a 
few  devotional  treatises.  He  was  allowed  a 
daily  sum,  amounting  to  twelve  cents  of  our 
money,  for  his  food — eight  cents  for  his  dinner 
and  four  for  his  supper.  His  food  was  pur- 
chased at  a  cook-shop  near  by,  and  cut  for 
him.  He  was  not  permitted  the  use  of  a 
knife.  The  door  was  opened  three  times  a 
day  for  ventilation — morning,  noon,  and  night 
— but  not  for  more  than  four  minutes  each 
time.  A  single  tallow -candle  was  allowed 
him  ;  but  that  was  to  be  extinguished  at  seven 
o'clock  in  the  evening.  Thus  deprived  of  all 
the  ordinary  comforts  of  life,  the  prince,  in  the 
nineteenth  year  of  his  age,  was  consigned  to  an 
imprisonment  of  absolute  solitude.  For  weeks 
and  months  he  was  left  to  his  own  agitating 
thoughts,  with  the  apparent  blighting  of  every 
earthly  hope,  awaiting  whatever  doom  his  mer- 
ciless father  might  award  to  him.  His  jailers, 
not  unmindful  of  the  embarrassing  fact  that 
their  captive  might-yet  become  king  o^  Prussia, 
with  their  fate  in  his  hands,  gradually  treated 
him  with  all  the  secret  kindness  which  they 
dared  to  exhibit.^ 

Though  Wilhelmina  was  also  a  close  prison- 
er in  her  apartment  in  the  Berlin  palace,  and 
was  fed  upon  the  coarsest  fare,  she  still  had  a 
comfortable  room,  her  musical  instruments,  and 
the  companionship  of  her  governess.  Madam 
Sonsfeld.  It  was  rather  a  relief  to  the  un- 
happy princess  to  be  shut  out  from  the  pres- 
ence of  her  father  and  from  the  sound  of  his 
voice.  She  occasionally  obtained  a  smuggled 
letter  from  her  mother,  and  even  got  one,  in 
pencil,  from  her  brother,  full  of  expressions  of 
tenderness. 

All  the  friends  of  Fritz  were  treated,  by  the 
infuriate  father,  with  the  most  cruel  severity. 


1  "A  captain  Fouque  comes  to  Ciistrhi  on  duty  or 
as  a  volunteer  by-aud-by.  He  is  an  old  friend  of  the 
prince's ;  a  ready-witted,  hot-tempered,  highly-esti- 
mable man.  He  is  often  with  the  prince.  Their 
light  is  extinguished  precisely  at  seven  o'clock. 
'Very  well,  lieutenant,'  he  would  say,  'you  have 
done  your  orders  to  the  crown  prince's  light.  But 
his  majesty  has  no  concern  with  captain  Fouque's 
caudles,'  and  thereupon  would  light  a  pair.  Nay,  I 
have  heard  of  lieutenants  who  punctually  blew  out 
the  prince's  light,  as  a  matter  of  duty  and  command, 
and  then  kindled  it  again  as  a  civility  left  free  to  hu- 
man nature.  In  short,  his  majesty's  orders  can  only 
be  fultilled  to  the  letter.  Even  in  the  letter  his  ma- 
jesty's orders  are  severe  enough." — Caelyle,  ii,  p. 
218, 


No  mercy  was  shown  to  any  one  who  had  ever 
given  the  slightest  indication  of  sympathy  with 
the  crown  prince,  A  bookseller,  who  had  fur- 
nished Fritz  with  French  books,  was  cruelly  ex- 
iled to  the  remote  shores  of  the  Baltic,  on  the 
extreme  northern  frontiers  of  Prussia.  A 
French  gentleman,  count  Montholieu,  who 
had  loaned  the  crown  prince  money,  would 
probably  have  perished  upon  the  scaflbld  had 
he  not  escaped  by  flight.  His  effigy  was  nailed 
to  the  gallows. 

There  was  a  young  lady  in  Potsdam  by  the 
name  of  Doris  Ritter.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  highly  respectable  parents,  and  was  of  un- 
blemished character.  As  Fritz  was  extremely 
fond  of  music,  and  she  played  sweetly  on  the 
harpsichord,  he  loaned  her  pieces  of  music,  and 
occasionally,  under  the  eye  of  her  parents,  ac- 
companied her  with  the  flute.  The  life  of  a 
colonel  in  garrison  at  Potsdam  was  so  dull,  that 
this  innocent  amusement  was  often  quite  a  help 
in  beguiling  the  weary  hours.  The  young" lady 
was  not  beautiful,  and  there  was  no  evidence  of 
the  slightest  improprieties  or  of  any  approach 
even  ta  flirtation.  But  the  infuriate  king,  who, 
Avithout  the  shadow  of  reason,  could  accuse  his 
own  daughter  of  infamy,  caused  this  young  lady, 
under  the  pretext  that  she  had  been  the  guilty 
intimate  of  his  son,  to  be  taken  from  her  pa- 
rents, to  be  delivered  to  the  executioners,  and 
to  be  publicly  conveyed  in  a  cart  and  whipped 
on  the  bare  back  through  the  principal  streets 
of  the  town.  She  was  then  imprisoned  and 
doomed  to  beat  hemp  as  a  culprit  for  three 
years. 

One's  faith  in  a  superintending  Providence  is 
almost  staggered  by  such  outrages.  It  would 
seem  that  there  could  scarcely  be  any  compen- 
sation even  in  the  future  world  for  so  foul  a 
wrong  inflicted  upon  this  guileless  and  innocent 
girl.  There  can  be  no  possible  solution  of  the 
mystery  but  in  the  decree,  "After  death  cometh 
the  judgment." 

"It  is  impossible,"  writes  Lord  Dover,  "not 
to  perceive  that  the  real  reason  of  his  conduct 
was  his  enmity  to  his  son ;  and  that  the  crime 
of  the  poor  girl  was  the  having  assisted  in 
making  the  son's  existence  more  supportable. 
The  intention  of  Frederick  William  apparently- 
being,  that  the  infliction  of  so  infamous  a  pun- 
ishment in  so  public  a  manner  should  prevent 
the  possibility  of  Frederick's  ever  seeing  her 
again."* 

A  court-martial  was  convened  to  pronounce 
sentence  upon  the  crown  prince  and  his  con- 
federates. The  court  was  appointed  by  the 
king,  and  consisted  of  three  major-generals, 
three  colonels,  three  lieutenant-colonels,  three 

'  Voltaire,  in  his  unreliable  "  Vie  Privee  du  Roi  de 
Prusse,"  t.  ii.  p.  51,  says  that  when  Frederick  became 
king  he  settled  upon  Doris,  who  was  then  married 
and  poor,  an  annuity  of  seventy-six  dollars.  Thie- 
bault,  far  more  accurate,  in  his  "Souvenirs  de  Vingt 
Ans  de  Sojour  a  Berlin,"  says. he  gave  her  a  pension  of 
one  hundred  and  tifty-six  dollars.  It  does  not  speak 
well  for  Frederick  that  he  could  have  so  meanly  re- 
quited so  terrible  a  wrong. 
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majors,  three  captains,  and  three,  belonging  to 
the  civil  courts,  called  auditors.  The  court, 
thus  composed  of  eighteen  members,  met  on 
the  20th  of  October,  1730,  in  the  little  town  of 
Copenick,  a  few  miles  from  Berlin.  Grumkow, 
well  aware  that  these  proceedings  would  attract 
the  attention  of  every  court  in  Europe,  had  per- 
suaded the  king  to  submit  to  the  formality  of  a 
court-martial. 

It  was  well  understood  that  a  verdict  was  to 
be  returned  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of 
the  king,  and  also  that  the  king  desired  that  no 
mercy  should  be  shown  to  his  son.^    After  a 

I  "The  first  idea  of  Frederick  William  was  to  de- 
liver his  son  over  to  be  condemned  by  the  ordinary 
tribunal  of  Prussia,  well  knowing  that  his  judges 
would  never  venture  to  decide  except  according  to  his 
wishes.  Indeed  he  took  a  very  summary  as  well  a?  a 
very  certain  mode  of  effecting  this  c)bject ;  for  when- 
ever their  sentiments  were  not  approved  by  him  he 
was  in  the  habit  of  going  into  the  court  where  they 
sat  and  there  dis^tributing  kicks  and  blows  to  all  the 
judges  in  turn,  at  the  same  lime  calling  them  rogues 


session  of  six  days  the  verdict  of  the  court  was 
rendered.  The  crime  of  the  crown  prince,  in 
endeavoring  to  escape  from  the  brutality  of  his 
f^ither,  was  declared  to  be  desertion,  and  the  pen- 
alty Avas  death.  Lieutenant  Keith  was  also  de- 
clared to  be  a  deserter,  and  doomed  to  die.  But 
as  he  had  esca])ed,  and  could  not  be  recaptured, 
he  was  sentenced  to  be  hanged  in  effigy,  which 
effigy  Avas  then  to  be  cut  in  four  quarters  and 
nailed  to  the  gallows  at  Wesel.  Lieutenant 
Katte,  who  certainly  had  not  deserted,  and 
whose  only  crime  was  that  he  had  been  a  con- 
fidant of  the  crown  prince  in  his  i)lan  to  escape, 
was  condemned  to  imjjrisonmeiit  in  a  I'urtrcss 
for  two  years,  some  say  for  life. 

The  king  approved  of  the  first  two  sentences 
of  the  court.  The  mildness  of  the  last  roused 
his  indignation,     "Katte,"  he  exclaimed,  "is 


ff 

and  blackguards  !  From  men  so  circumstanced  Fred- 
erick would  have  lu)  chance  of  iicquittal."— 7"//*?  </ 
Frederick  II.,  by  Lori»  Dovkr,  i.  p.  3:5. 
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guilty  of  high  treason.  He  shall  die  by  the 
sword  of  the  headsman.  It  is  better  that  he 
should  die  than  that  justice  depart  out  of  the 
world. "  His  doom  was  thus  fixed  as  irreversible 
as  fate. 

Fortunately  for  the  young  man's  mother,  she 
was  in  her  grave.  His  father  was  at  that  time 
commandant  of  Konigsberg,  in  high  favor  with 
tlie  king.  His  illustrious  grandfather  on  his 
mother  s  side,  field-marshal  Wartensleben,  was 
still  living.  For  half  a  century  he  had  Avorthily 
occupied  the  most  eminent  posts  of  honor.  The 
tears,  the  agonizing  entreaties  of  these  friends 
were  not  of  the  slightest  avail.  The  king's 
heart  was  as  impervious  to  appeals  for  mercy 
as  are  the  clitfs  of  Sinai. 

There  are  several  letters  still  remaining 
which  lieutenant  Katte  wrote  to  his  friends 
during  those  hours  of  anguish  in  which  he  was 
awaiting  his  death.  No  one  can  read  them 
without  compassionate  emotion  and  without 
execrating  the  memory  of  that  implacable  ty- 
rant who  so  unjustly  demanded  his  execution. 
The  young  man  wrote  to  the  king  a  petition 
containing  the  following  pathetic  plea: 

*'  Sire, — It  is  not  to  excuse  myself  that  I  ad- 
dress this  letter  to  your  majesty.  But,  moved 
by  sincere  repentance  and  heart-felt  sorrow,  I 
implore  your  clemency,  and  beseech  you,  sire, 
to  have  some  consideration  for  my  youth,  which 
renders  me  capable  of  imprudence  without  any 
bad  design. 

"  God  does  not  always  follow  the  impulse  of 
his  justice  toward  sinners  ;  but  often,  by  his 
mercy,  reclaims  those  who  have  gone  astray. 
And  will  not  your  majesty,  sire,  who  are  a  re- 
semblance of  the  Divinity,  pardon  a  criminal 
who  is  guilty  of  disobedience  to  his  sovereign  ? 
The  hope  of  pardon  supports  me,  and  I  flatter 
myself  that  your  majesty  will  not  cut  me  off  in 
the  flower  of  my  age,  but  will  give  me  time  to 
prove  the  ettect  your  majesty's  clemency  will 
have  on  me. 

"Sire,  I  own  that  I  am  guilty.  Will  not 
your  majesty  grant  me  a  pardon  which  God 
never  refuses  to  the  greatest  sinner  who  sin- 
cerely confesses  his  sins  ?  I  shall  be  always 
ready  to  shed  even  the  last  drop  of  my  blood  to 
show  your  majesty  \vhat  grateful  sentiments 
your  clemency  can  raise  in  me." 

It  was  all  in  vain.  On  Sunday  evening,  Sep- 
tember 5,  as  the  condemned  young  man  was 
sitting  alone  in  his  prison  cell,  sadly  awaiting 
his  doom,  yet  clinging  to  hopes  of  mercy,  an 
officer  entered  with  the  startling  intelligence 
that  the  carriage  was  at  the  door  to  convey  him 
to  the  fortress  of  Ciistrin,  at  a  few  leagues  dis- 
tance, where  he  was  to  be  executed.  For  a 
moment  the  young  man  was  greatly  agitated. 
He  soon,  however,  regained  his  equanimity. 
It  must  indeed  have  been  a  fearful  communi- 
cation to  one  in  the  vigor  of  health,  in  the 
prime  of  youth,  and  surrounded  by  every  thing 
which  could  render  life  desirable;  Two  broth- 
er-officers and  the  chaplain  accompanied  him 
upon  this  dismal  midnight  ride.    Silence,  pious 


conversation,  prayers,  and  occasional  devotional 
hymns  occupied  the  hours.  The  dawn  of  a 
cold  winter's  morning  was  just  appearing  as 
they  reached  the  fortress. 

His  companions  had  no  heart  to  witness  the 
bloody  execution  of  their  friend  and  brother-of- 
ficer. The  chaplain,  Miiller,  who  had  accom- 
panied the  condemned  to  Ciistrin,  and  also 
Besserer,  the  chaplain  of  the  garrison  there, 
were  either  obliged  by  their  official  position,  or 
were  constrained  by  Christian  sympathy,  to  ride 
by  his  side  in  the  death-cart  to  the  scaftbld. 
Of  the  rest  of  his  friends  he  took  an  affection- 
ate leave,  saying,  "Adieu,  my  brothers  ;  may 
God  be  with  you  evermore  !"  He  was  convey- 
ed to  the  rampart  of  the  castle  dressed  in  coarse 
brown  garments,  precisely  like  those  worn  by 
the  prince. 

By  order  of  the  king,  Fritz,  who  had  also 
been  condemned  to  die  and  was  awaiting  his 
doom,  was  brought  down  into  a  lower  room  of 
the  fortress,  before  whose  window  the  scaffold 
was  erected,  that  he  might  be  compelled  "to 
see  Katte  die."  At  his  entrance  the  curtains 
were  closed,  shutting  out  the  view  of  the  court- 
yard. Upon  the  drawing  of  the  curtains  Fritz, 
to  his  horror,  beheld  the  scaffold  draped  in 
black  on  a  level  with  the  window,  and  directly 
before  it. 

.The  unhappy  crown  prince  was  in  an  agony 
of  despair.  Again  and  again  he  frantically  ex- 
claimed, "In  the  name  of  God,  I  beg  you  to 
stop  the  execution  till  I  write  to  the  king !  I 
am  ready  to  renounce  all  my  rights  to  the  crown 
if  he  will  pardon  Katte!"  As  the  condemned 
w^as  led  by  the  window  to  ascend  the  scaflbld, 
Fritz  cried  out  to  him,  in  anguish  as  intense  as 
a  generous  heart  can  endure  :  "  Pardon  me,  my 
dear  Katte,  pardon  me  I  Oh  that  this  should 
be  what  I  have  done  for  you !" 

A  smile  flitted  across  Katte's  pallid  features 
as  he  replied,  "  Death  is  sweet  for  a  prince  I 
love  so  well."  With  fortitude  he  ascended  the 
scaffold.  The  executioner  attempted  to  band- 
age his  eyes,  but  he  resisted,  and  looking  to 
heaven,  said,  "Father,  into  thy  hands  I  sur- 
render my  soul!"  Four  grenadiers  held  Fritz 
with  his  face  toward  the  window.  Fainting,  he 
fell  senseless  upon  the  floor.  At  the  same  mo- 
ment, by  a  single  blow,  Katte's  head  rolled 
upon  the  scaffold.  As  the  prince  recovered 
consciousness  he  found  himself  still  at  the  win- 
dow in  full  view"  of  the  headless  and  gory  corpse 
of  his  friend.  Another  swoon  consigned  him 
to  momentary  unconsciousness.^ 

The  body  of  Katte  remained  upon  the  scaf- 


'  "The  prince  had  been  some  w^eeks  in  his  prison 
at  Ciistrin  wheu  one  daj'  an  old  offlcer,  followed  hy  four 
grenadiers,  entered  his  chamber  weeping.  Frederick 
had  no  doubt  that  he  was  to  be  made  a  head  shorter. 
But  the  officer,  still  in  tears,  ordered  the  grenadiers 
to  take  him  to  the  window  and  hold  his  head  out  of 
it,  that  he  might  be  obliged  to  look  on  the  execution 
of  his  friend  Katte  upon  a  scaffold  expressly  built  for 
that  purpose.  He  saw,  stretched  out  his  hand,  and 
faiuted.  The  father  was  present  at  this  exhibition," 
— Memoirs  of  the  Life  of  Voltaire,  p.  26. 
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fold  during  the  sliort  wintry  day,  and  at  night 
was  buried  in  one  of  the  bastions  of  tlie  for- 
tress. This  cruel  tragedy  was  enacted  more  than 
a  century  ago  ;  but  there  are  few  who  even  now 
can  read  the  record  without  having  their  eyes 
flooded  through  the  conflicting  emotions  of  sym- 
pathy for  the  suflerers  and  indignation  against 
the  tyrant  who  could  perpetrate  such  crimes. 

"When  Frederick  returned  to  consciousness 
his  misery  phmged  him  into  a  high  fever.  De- 
lirium ensued,  during  which  chaplain  Muller, 
who  remained  with  him,  says  that  he  frequent- 
ly attempted  to  destroy  himself.  As  the  fever 
alinted  and  he  became  more  tranquil  floods  of 


tears  gushed  from  his  eyes.  He  for  some  time 
refused  to  take  any  nourishment.  It  seemed 
to  him  now  that  every  hope  in  life  was  forever 
blighted.  He  had  no  dou])t  that  his  own  death 
was  fidly  decided  upon,  and  that  ho  would  soon 
be  led  to  his  execution.  In  his  moments  of 
delirious  anguish  he  at  times  longed  for  death 
to  come  as  speedily  as  possible.  And  again  it 
.seemed  awful  to  have  his  young  life — for  he 
was  then  but  eighteen  years  of  age — cut  ott'  by 
the  bloody  sword. ^ 


1  General  Ginkel,  the  Dutch  embassador,  here  told 
me  of  an  interview  he  had  with  the  king.   The  king 
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Chaplain  Miiller  seems  to  have  enjoyed  the 
confidence  of  the  king  to  an  unusual  degree. 
He  was  ordered  to  remain  at  Custrin,  and  to 
have  daily  interviews  with  the  prince,  to  instruct 
him  in  religion.  The  king  ])rofessed  to  be  em- 
inently a  religious  man.  While  torturing  the 
body  and  the  mind  of  the  prince  in  every  way, 
he  expressed  great  anxiety  for  the  salvation  of 
his  soul.  It  is  not  strange  that  the  example  of 
such  a  father  had  staggered  the  faith  of  the  son. 
Illogically  he  renounced  that  religion  which 
condemned,  in  the  severest  terms,  the  conduct 
of  the  father,  and  which  caused  the  king  often 
to  tremble  upon  his  throne,  appalled  by  the  dec- 
laration, "  Know  thou  that  for  all  these  things 
God  will  bring  thee  into  judgment," 

The  young  prince  had  also  become  dissolute 
in  life.  The  sacred  volume  denounced  such  a 
career  as  offensive  to  God,  as  sure  to  bring 
down  upon  the  guilty  prince  the  Divine  dis- 
pleasure in  this  life,  and,  if  unrepented  of,  in 
the  life  to  come.  No  man  who  believes  the 
Bible  to  be  true  can,  with  any  comfort  what- 
ever, indulge  in  sin.  The  prince  wished  to  in- 
dulge his  passions  without  restraint.  He  there- 
fore, thus  living,  found  it  to  be  a  necessity  to 
renounce  that  religion  which  arrayed  against 
his  sinful  life  all  the  terrors  of  the  final  judg- 
ment. A  wicked  life  and  true  Christian  faith 
can  not  live  in  peace  together.  The  one  or 
the  other  must  be  abandoned.  Frederick  chose 
to  abandon  Christian  faith. 

It  seems  that  the  crown  prince  had  an  in- 
quiring mind.  He  was  interested  in  meta- 
physical speculations.  He  had  adopted,  per- 
haps, as  some  excuse  for  his  conduct,  the  doc- 
trine of  predestination,  that  God  hath  foreor- 
dained whatsoever  cometh  to  pass.  The  idea 
that  there  is  a  power,  which  Hume  calls  philo- 
sophical necessity,  which  Napoleon  calls  des- 
tiny, which  Calvin  calls  predestination,  by  which 
all  events  are  controlled,  and  that  this  necessity 
is  not  inconsistent  with  free  agency,  is  a  doc- 
trine which  ever  has  commanded  the  assent, 
and  probably  ever  will,  of  many  of  the  strongest 
thinkers  in  the  world. 

"The  heresy  about  predestination,"  writes 
Carlyle,  "or  the  election  by  free  grace,  as  his 
majesty  terms  it,  according  to  which  a  man 
is  preappointed,  from  all  eternity,  either  to 
salvation  or  the  opposite,  which  is  Fritz's  no- 
tion, and  indeed  Calvin's,  and  that  of  many 
benighted  creatures,  this  editor  among  them, 
a])pears  to  his  majesty  an  altogether  shocking 
one.  What !  may  not  deserter  Fritz  say  to 
himself,  even  now,  or  in  whatever  other  deeps 


harbors  most  monstrous  wicked  deficns,  not  fit  to  be 
^pokeu  of  in  words.  It  is  certain,  if  he  continue  in 
the  mind  he  is  in  at  present,  we  shall  see  scenes  here 
as  wicked  and  bloody  as  any  that  were  ever  heard  of 
since  the  creation  of  the  world.  He  will  sacrifice  his 
whole  family— every  body,  except  Grumkow,  being, 
as  he  imagines,  in  conspiracy  against  him.  All  these 
things  he  said  with  such  imprecations  and  disordered 
looks,  foaming  at  the  mouth  all  the  while,  as  it  was 
terrible  either  to  see  or  hear."— Diokens's  DUpatch, 
1th  December y  1730. 


of  sin  he  may  fall  into,  'I  was  foredoomed  to 
it.  How  could  I  or  how  can  I  help  it  ?'  The 
mind  of  his  majesty  shudders  as  if  looking  over 
the  edge  of  an  abyss." 

Chaplain  Miiller  was  especially  dii-ected  to 
argue  with  Frederick  upon  this  point,  and,  if 
possible,  to  convert  him  to  Christianity.  The 
correspondence  which  ensued  between  the  king 
and  Miiller  is  preserved.    The  king  wrote  to 
the  chaplain,  under  date  of  November  3,  1730: 
"  I  have  been  assured  that  you  are  an  honest 
and  pious  clergyman,  and  a  faithful  minister 
of  the  word  of  God.    Since,  therefore,  you  are 
going  to  Ciistrin,  on  account  of  the  execution 
of  lieutenant  Katte,  I  command  you,  after  the 
execution,  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  prince  royal ; 
to  reason  with  him  and  to  represent  to  him  that 
!  whosoever  abandons  God  is  also  abandoned  by 
!  God  ;  and  that,  when  God  has  abandoned  a 
j  man,  and  has  taken  away  his  grace  from  him, 
j  that  man  is  incapable  of  doing  what  is  good, 
I  and  can  only  do  what  is  evil.    You  will  exhort 
i  him  to  repent,  and  to  ask  pardon  for  the  many 
I  sins  he  has  committed,  and  into  which  he  has 
seduced  others,  one  of  whom  has  been  just  pun- 
I  ished  with  death. 

j     "If  you  then  find  the  prince  contrite  and 

•  humble,  you  will  engage  him  to  fall  on  his  knees 
with  you,  to  ask  pardon  of  God  with  tears  of 

'  penitence.  But  you  must  proceed  with  pru- 
dence and  circumspection,  for  the  prince  is  cun- 
ning. You  will  represent  to  him  also,  in  a 
proper  manner,  the  error  he  labors  under  in 
believing  that  some  are  predestinated  to  one 
thing  and  some  to  another;  and  that  thus  he 
who  is  predestinated  to  evil  can  do  nothing  but 
evil,  and  he  who  is  predestinated  to  good  can 
do  nothing  but  good,  and  that  consequently 
we  can  change  nothing  of  what  is  to  happen — a 

'  dreadful  error,  especially  in  what  regards  our 
salvation. 

"  Now,  as  I  hope  that  his  present  situation, 
and  the  execution  which  has  just  taken  place 
before  his  eyes,  will  touch  and  soften  his  heart, 
and  will  lead  him  to  better  sentiments,  I  charge 
you,  as  you  value  your  conscience,  to  do  all 
j  that  is  humanly  possible  to  represent  forcibly 
j  to  the  prince  these  things ;  and  particularly  in 
;  what  relates  to  predestination  to  convince  him, 
by  means  of  passages  from  the  Scriptures, 
which  satisfactorily  prove  what  I  wish  you  to 
advance." 

This  letter  was  addressed  to  the  "reverend, 
j  well-beloved,  and  faithful,"  and  was  signed, 
j  "your  affectionate  king."    Though  the  king 
had  not  yet  announced  any  intention  of  sparing 
j  the  life  of  his  son,  and  probably  was  fidly  re- 
'  solved  upon  his  execution,  he  was  manifestly 
I  disturbed  by  the  outcry  against  his  proceedings 
raised  in  all  the  courts  of  Europe.    Three  days 
j  before  the  king  w^-ote  the  above  letter  the  em- 
j  peror  of  Germany,  Charles  VI.,  had  written 
}  to  him,  with  his  own  hand,  earnestly  interced- 
ing for  the  crown  prince.     In  addition  to  the 
I  letter  the  emperor,  through  his  minister  Secken- 
I  dorf,  had  presented  a  very  firm  remonstrance. 
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He  announced  to  Frederick  William  that  prince 
Frederick  was  a  prince  of  the  eini)ire,  and  that 
he  Avas  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  laws  of 
the  Germanic  body;  that  the  heir-apparent  of 
the  Prussian  monarchy  was  under  the  safe- 
guard of  the  Germanic  empire,  and  that  the 
king  was  bound  to  surrender  to  this  tribunal  the 
accused  and  the  documents  relative  to  this  trial. 

The  emperor  was  probably  induced  to  this 
decisive  course  not  merely  by  motives  of  hu- 
manity, but  also  by  the  consideration  that  by 
thus  saving  the  life  of  Frederick  he  would  for- 
ever attach  him  to  the  interests  of  the  house 
of  Austria.  The  kings  of  Poland  and  Sweden 
also  wrote  to  the  king,  earnestly  interceding  for 
the  life  of  the  crown  prince. 

The  king  was  at  first  much  incensed  by  these 
attempts  at  interference.  It  was  not  safe  for 
him  to  bid  defiance  to  the  opinions  of  the  civil- 
ized world.  Emotions  of  anger  and  mortifica- 
tion struggled  in  the  bosom  of  the  king.  Cap- 
tain Guy  Dickens,  secretary  of  Dubourgay, 
writes : 

"The  king  of  Prussia  can  not  sleep.  The 
officers  sit  up  with  him  every  night,  and  in  his 
slumbers  he  raves  and  talks  of  spirits  and  ap- 
paritions." 

He  drank  deeply,  Avandering  about  by  night 
as  if  possessed  by  fiends.  "He  has  not," 
writes  captain  Dickens,  "  gone  to  bed  sober  for 
a  month  past."  Once  he  rose,  about  midnight, 
and  with  a  candle  in  his  hand  entered  the  apart- 
ment of  the  queen,  apparently  in  a  state  of  ex- 
treme terror,  saying  that  there  was  something 
haunting  him.  His  agitation  was  so  great  that 
a  bed  was  made  up  for  him  there. 

Two  days  after  tlie  death  of  Katte,  the  king 
wrote  to  chaplain  Miiller,  under  date  of  Novem- 
ber 7,  1730  a  letter  closing  with  the  following 
words : 

"As  God  often  by  wondrous  guidance,  strange 
paths,  and  thorny  steps,  will  bring  men  into  the 
kingdom  of  Christ,  so  may  our  Divine  Redeemer 
help  that  this  prodigal  son  be  brought  into  His 
communion;  that  his  godless  heart  be  beaten 
until  it  is  softened  and  changed ;  and  so  he  be 
snatched  from  the  claws  of  Satan.  This  grant 
us,  the  Almighty  God  and  Father,  for  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  and  His  passion  and  death's  sake. 
Amen  !  I  am.  for  the  rest,  your  well-affection- 
ed  king,  Frederick  William." 

The  prince  supposed  that  the  object  of  Mid- 
ler's visits  was  to  prepare  him  for  his  death. 
But  upon  receiving  the  full  assurance  that  his 
father  contemplated  pardoning  him,  should 
there  be  evidence  of  repentance,  he  promised 
to  take  an  oath  of  entire  submission  to  his  fa- 
ther's will.  Seven  commissioners  were  sent  to 
the  prison  of  Ciistrin,  on  the  19th  of  Novem])er, 
to  administer  this  oath  with  the  utmost  solem- 
nity. He  was  conducted  to  the  church.  A 
large  crowd  was  in  attendance.  A  sermon  ap- 
propriate to  the  occasion  was  jjreached.  The 
sacrament  of  the  Lord's  vSuj)per  was  adminis- 
tered to  him.  And  then  he  audibly  repeated 
the  oath  and  attached  to  it  his  signature. 


From  the  church  the  prince  was  conducted, 
not  back  to  his  prison  in  the  fortress,  but  to  a 
town  mansion,  which  was  assigned  as  his  resi- 
dence. His  sword  was  restored  to  him.  But 
he  was  still  not  fully  liberated.  Officials,  ap- 
pointed by  his  father,  surrounded  him,  who 
watched  and  reported  all  his  movements.  The 
first  act  of  the  young  prince,  upon  reaching  his 
apartment  after  this  partial  liberation,  was  to 
write  as  follows  to  his  father.  We  give  the 
letter  as  translated  by  Carlyle : 

"C  OSTEIN,  November  19,  1730. 
"  All-serenest  and  All-graciocskst  Fa- 
ther,— To  your  royal  majesty,  my  all-gra- 
ciousest  Father,  I  have,  by  my  disobedience  as 
Their  subject  and  soldier,  not  less  than  by  my 
undutifulness  as  Their  son,  given  occasion  to  a 
just  wrath  and  aversion  against  me.  With 
the  all-obedientest  respect  I  submit  myself 
Avholly  to  the  grace  of  my  most  All-gracious 
Father,  and  beg  him  most  AU-graciously  to  par- 
don me,  as  it  is  not  so  much  the  Avithdrawal  of 
my  liberty,  in  a  sad  arrest,  as  my  own  thoughts 
of  the  fault  I  have  committed  that  have  brought 
me  to  reason,  who,  with  all-obedientest  respect 
and  submission,  continue  till  ray  end  my  All- 
graciousest  king's  and  Father's  faithfully-obe- 
dientest  servant  and  son,  Frederick." 

Here,  in  the  little  town  of  Ciistrin,  in  a  house 
very  meagerly  furnislied,  the  crown  prince  es- 
tablished his  household  upon  the  humblest 
scale.  The  prince  was  allowed  to  wear  his 
sword,  but  not  his  uniform.  He  was  debarred 
of  all  amusements,  and  was  forbidden  to  read, 
write,  or  speak  French.  To  give  him  employ- 
ment, he  was  ordered  to  attend  regularly  the 
sittings  of  tiie  C'hamber  of  Counselors  of  that 
district,  though  he  was  to  take  his  seat  as  the 
youngest  member.  Three  persons  were  ap- 
pointed constantly  to  watch  over  him.  Lord 
Dover  writes : 

"  His  diet  was  regulated  at  a  sum  which 
made  it  barely  sufficient  to  prevent  actual 
starvation.  His  apartment  was  most  miser- 
able, and  almost  entirely  devoid  of  furniture. 
He  was  in  great  want  of  linen,  and  of  others 
of  the  first  necessaries  of  life.  At  nine  o'clock 
at  night  his  candle  was  taken  from  him  ;  while 
pen,  ink,  paper,  and  books  were  alike  denied 
him." 

"His  very  flute,"  Carlyle  writes,  "  most  in- 
nocent 'Princess,'  as  he  used  to  call  his  flute 
in  old  days,  is  denied  him  ever  since  he  came 
to  Ciistrin.  But  by  degrees  he  i)rivately  gets 
her  back  and  consorts  much  with  her;  wails 
forth,  in  beautiful  adagios,  emotions  for  which 
there  is  no  other  utterance  at  i)resent.  He  luis 
liberty  of  Ciistrin  and  the  neighborhood.  Out 
of  Custrin  he  is  not  to  lodge  any  night  without 
leave  had  of  the  Commandant." 

While  these  sad  scenes  were  transpiring  the 
princess  Willielmina  was  held  in  close  ca|)tivity 
in  her  apartment  at  the  i)alace  in  Berlin.  The 
king  had  convened  a  council  of  eight  clergymen, 
and  liad  ])ut  to  them  the  rpiestiou  whether  a 
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father  had  not  a  right  to  give  his  daughter  in 
wedlock  to  whom  he  pleased.  Much  to  the 
honor  of  these  clergymen  ihey  replied,  with  but 
one  exception,  in  the  negative. 

The  queen  remained  tirm  in  her  determina- 
tion tliat  Wilhelmina  should  marry  the  prince  j 
of  Wales.  The  king  was  equally  inflexible  in 
his  resolve  that  she  should  not  marry  the  prince  j 
of  Wales.  The  queen  occasionally  had  inter- 
views with  Wilhelmina,  when  they  wept  together 
over  their  disappointments  and  trials.  The 
spirited  young  princess  had  no  special  predilec- 
tions for  the  English  prince.  But  she  was  firm 
in  her  resolve  not  to  have  a  repugnant  husband 
forced  upon  her.  On  the  night  of  the  27th  of 
January,  1731,  as  the  queen  was  about  to  leave 
Berlin  for  Potsdam,  she  said  to  her  daughter : 

"Be  firm,  my  child.  Trust  in  my  manage- 
ment. Only  swear  to  me,  on  your  eternal  sal- 
vation, that  never,  on  any  compulsion,  will  you 
marry  another  than  the  prince  of  Wales,  Give 
me  that  oath." 

But  Wilhelmina  evaded  the  oath  upon  the 
ground  of  religions  scruples.  Anxiety,  confine- 
ment, and  bad  diet  had  so  preyed  upon  her 
health  that  she  was  reduced  almost  to  a  skele- 
ton. The  following  extract  from  her  journal 
gives  a  graphic  account  of  her  painful  condi- 
tion : 

"  I  was  shut  up  in  my  bedchamber,  where  I 
saw  nobody,  and  continued  always  to  fast.  I 
was  really  dying  of  hunger.  I  read  as  long  as 
there  was  daylight,  and  made  remarks  upon 
what  I  read.  My  health  began  to  give  way.  I 
became  as  thin  as  a  skeleton  from  want  of  food 
and  exercise.  One  day  Madame  De  Sonsfeld 
and  myself  were  at  table,  looking  sadly  at  one 
another,  having  nothing  to  eat  but  soup  made 
with  salt  and  water  and  a  ragout  of  old  bones, 
full  of  hairs  and  other  dirt,  when  we  heard  a 
knocking  at  the  window.  Surprised,  we  rose 
hastily  to  see  what  it  was.  We  found  a  raven 
with  a  morsel  of  bread  in  its  beak,  w^hich  it  laid 
down  on  the  sill  of  the  window  so  soon  as  it 
saw  us,  and  flew  away.  Tears  came  into  our 
eyes  at  this  adventure.  '  Our  lot  is  very  de- 
plorable,' said  I  to  my  governess,  '  since  it  even 
touches  the  creatures  devoid  of  reason.  They 
have  more  compassion  for  us  than  men,  who 
treat  us  with  so  niuch  cruelty.' " 

The  raven  was  a  tame  one,  which  had  got 
lost  and  was  seeking  for  its  home.  The  story, 
however,  spread,  and  created  great  sympathy 
for  the  imprisoned  princess.  There  was  a  large 
number  of  French  refugees  in  Berlin.  With 
characteristic  kindness,  at  the  risk  of  incurring 
the  royal  displeasure,  they  sent  daily  a  basket 
of  food,  which  was  placed  in  a  situation  from 
which  Wilhelmina's  maids  could  easily  convey 
the  contefnts  to  her,  while  compassionate  sen- 
tries kindly  looked  the  other  way.  The  prin- 
cess wrote  to  her  father,  imploring  permission 
to  receive  the  sacrament,  from  which  she  had 
been  debarred  for  nearly  a  year.  The  reply 
from  her  father  was  couched  in  the  following 
terms  : 


"  My  blackguard  daughter  may  receive  the 
sacrament," 

Her  sisters  were  now  permitted  occasionally 
to  visit  her,  and  her  situation  became  some- 
what ameliorated.  On  the  10th  of  May  Wil- 
helmina received  a  letter  from  her  mother  which 
caused  her  to  wring  her  hands  in  anguish.  It 
informed  her  that  the  next  day  a  dejnitation 
was  to  call  upon  her,  from  the  king,  to  insist 
upon  her  giving  her  consent  to  marry  the  prince 
of  Baireuth.    The  letter  was  as  follows  : 

"All  is  lost,  my  dear  daughter.  The  king 
is  determined,  at  all  hazards,  upon  your  mar- 
riage. I  have  sustained  several  dreadful  con- 
tests on  this  subject,  but  neither  my  prayers  nor 
my  tears  have  had  any  eflect.  Eversman  has 
orders  to  make  the  purchases  necessary  for  your 
marriage.  You  must  prepare  yourself  to  lose 
JVIadam  Sonsfeld.  The  king  is  determined  to 
have  her  degraded  with  infamy  if  you  do  not 
obey  him.  Some  one  will  be  sent  to  persuade 
you.  In  God's  name  consent  to  nothing,  and 
God  will  support  you  in  it.  A  prison  is  better 
than  a  bad  marriage.  Adieu,  my  dear  daugh- 
ter I    I  expect  every  thing  from  your  firmness." 

A  deputation  of  four  ministers,  headed  by 
baron  Grumkow,  the  next  day  presented  them- 
selves to  the  princess.  To  overawe  Wilhel- 
mina they  approached  her  with  all  the  so- 
lemnity of  state.  Grumkow  opened  the  con- 
ference : 

"  Obey  the  wishes  of  the  king,"  said  he, 
"and  the  royal  favor  will  be  restored  to  you. 
Refuse  to  do  it,  and  no  one  can  tell  what  will 
be  the  doom  which  will  fall  upon  your  mother, 
your  brother,  and  yourself." 

They  all  united  their  entreaties,  arguments, 
prayers,  and  threats.  The  princess  was  in  a 
state  of  terrible  agitation.  Almost  distracted 
she  paced  the  floor.  That  she  might  have  a 
little  time  to  reflect,  the  four  deputies  retired 
into  the  recess  of  a  window.  One  of  them,  M. 
Tulmier,  then  approached  the  princess,  and  in 
a  low  tone  of  voice  said  to  her : 

"  Do  not  resist  any  longer.  Submit  to  what- 
ever is  required  of  you.  I  will  answer  with  my 
life  that  the  marriage  will  never  really  take 
place.  It  is  necessary,  at  whatever  cost,  to  ap- 
pease the  king  for  the  present.  I  will  explain 
to  the  queen  that  this  is  the  only  means  of  ob- 
taining a  favorable  declaration  from  the  king 
of  England." 

Thus  influenced,  she  yielded.  Tears  flood- 
ed her  eyes  and  her  voice  was  broken  with  sobs 
as  she  said,  "I  am  ready  to  sacrifice  myself  for 
the  peace  of  the  family."  The  deputation  with- 
drew, leaving  the  princess  in  despair.  Baron 
Grumkow  conveyed  to  the  king  the  pleasing 
intelligence  of  her  submission.  She  imme- 
diately wrote  to  her  mother,  as  follows  : 

"I  have  hardly  strength  enough  to  trace 
these  lines.  My  state  is  altogether  worthy  of 
pity.  It  is  not  any  menaces,  however  violent 
they  may  have  been,  which  have  compelled  my 
consent  to  the  king's  wishes.  An  interest  still 
more  dear  to  me  has  detennined  me  to  this  sac- 


0 


FREDERICK  THE  GREAT. 


329 


GRUMKOW'S  OONFEKENOE  WITH  WIT.IIELMINA 


l  ifice.  I  have  been  till  now  the  innocent  cause 
of  all  the  unliappiness  which  your  majesty  has 
endured.  My  too  sensible  heart  has  been  pen- 
etrated by  the  touching  details  you  have  latterly 
made  of  them. 

"You  have  been  willing  to  suffer  for  me.  Is 
it  not  much  more  natural  that  I  should  sacri- 
fice myself  for  you,  and  that  I  should  finish, 
once  for  all,  this  fatal  division  in  the  family? 
Could  I  balance  a  moment  between  the  choice 
of  unhappiness  for  myself  and  the  pardon  of 
my  brother?  What  dreadful  discourses  have 
there  not  been  held  to  me  on  this  sul)jcct !  I 
tremble  when  I  tliink  of  them.    All  the  objec- 


tions I  could  allege  ag;iinst  the  king's  proposal 
were  refuted  to  me  beforehand.  Your  majes- 
ty yourself  had  proposed  to  him  the  ])rince  of 
Baireufh  as  a  fit  alliance  for  me.  I  can  not 
therefore  imagine  that  you  will  disiij)jjrove  of 
my  resolution.  Besides,  necessity  is  not  to  bo 
resisted.  I  shall  have  the  honor  fo  oflTer  a 
more  circumstantial  detail  of  the  whole  trans- 
action to  your  majesty  when  I  shall  be  permit- 
ted to  throw  myself  at  your  feet.  I  ran  under- 
stand easily  what  must  be  your  grief  on  the 
occasion.  It  is  that  which  touches  n\c  the 
most." 

The  king,  in  response  to  the  re])ort  of  Baron 
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Grumkow,  which  was  so  gratifying  to  him,  sent 
the  same  evening  the  following  note  to  Wilhel- 
mina : 

"  I  am  delighted,  my  dear  Wilhelmina,  that 
you  are  so  suhmissive  to  the  wishes  of  your 
father.  The  good  God  will  bless  you  for  it ; 
and  I  will  never  abandon  you.  I  will  take  care 
of  you  all  my  life,  and  will  endeavor  to  prove 
to  you  that  I  am  your  very  affectionate  father. " 

The  next  morning  the  princess  received  the 
following  cruel  epistle  from  her  mother: 

"You  have  cut  me  to  the  heart;  and  have 
inflicted  on  me  the  greatest  misery  I  ever  en- 
dured. I  had  placed  all  my  hope  in  you,  in 
consequence  of  my  ignorance  of  your  charac- 
ter. You  have  had  the  address  to.  disguise  to 
me  the  bad  propensities  of  your  heart,  and  the 
baseness  of  your  disposition.  I  repent  a  thou- 
sand times  the  kindness  I  have  shown  you,  the 
care  I  have  taken  of  your  education,  and  all 
that  I  have  suffered  on  your  account.  I  no 
longer  acknowledge  you  as  my  daughter,  and 
shall,  in  future,  never  regard  you  but  as  my 
most  cruel  enemy ;  since  it  is  you  who  have 
sacrificed  me  to  my  persecutors,  who  now  tri- 
umph over  me.  Never  count  upon  me  again. 
I  vow  eternal  hatred  to  you,  and  will  never  for- 
give you." 

Soon  after,  the  king  returned  to  Berlin  and 
summoned  his  daughter  to  his  presence.  He 
received  her  very  graciously.  The  queen,  how- 
ever, remained  quite  unreconciled,  and  was  loud 
in  the  expression  of  her  anger:  "I  am  dis- 
graced, vanquished,  and  my  enemies  are  tri- 
umphant I"  she  exclaimed.  Her  chagrin  was 
so  great  that  she  fell  quite  sick.  To  a  few 
words  of  sympathy,  which  her  child  uttered, 
she  replied:  "Why  do  you  pretend  to  weep? 
It  is  you  who  have  killed  me." 

Frederick  William  was  in  high  spirits.  Many 
distinguished  strangers  were  invited  to  his 
court,  and  they  were  received  with  great  mag- 
nificence. There  were  costly  and  showy  enter- 
tainments, served  by  "  six-and-twenty  black- 
amoors," bands  of  music,  with  much  pomp  of 
etiquette,  and  reviews  of  the  giant  guard  and 
of  the  marvelously  drilled  army.  Preparations 
Avere  made  for  a  review  of  great  splendor  on 
Monday,  the  28th  of  May.  The  Prince  of  Bai- 
reuth  was  invited,  though  neither  the  queen  nor 
Wilhelmina  were  aware  of  it.  At  the  early 
hour  of  seven  o'clock  of  the  preceding  evening 
the  king  went  to  bed,  that  he  might  be  fresh 
for  the  review  on  the  morrow.  His  high-born 
guests  were  left  to  be  entertained  by  the  queen 
and  the  princess.  Just  as  they  were  passing 
in  to  supper  the  sound  of  carriage  wheels  ap- 
proaching the  foot  of  the  grand  staircase  was 
heard  in  the  court-yard.  As  that  was  an  honor 
conferred  only  upon  princes  tlie  queen  was  a 
little  surprised,  and  sent  to  inquire  who  had 
arrived.  To  her  consternation  she  found  that 
it  was  the  prince  of  Baireuth. 

"The  head  of  Medusa,"  writes  the  princess, 
"  never  produced  such  horror  as  did  this  piece 
of  news  to  the  queen.    For  some  time  she  could 


not  utter  a  word,  and  changed  color  so  often 
that  we  thought  she  would  faint.  Her 'state 
went  to  my  heart.  I  remained  as  immovable 
as  she.  Ever}'  one  present  appeared  full  of 
consternation." 

The  prince  retired  to  his  chamber,  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  royal  family  at  the  review  the 
next  day.  Wilhelmina  passed  a  miserable 
night.  She  could  not  sleep,  and  in  the  morn- 
ing found  herself  so  ill  that  she  begged  to  be 
excused  from  the  review.  Slie  also  greatly 
dreaded  encountering  the  coarse  jests  of  liei' 
father.  But  she  could  not  be  released  from 
the  review.  Both  she  and  her  mother  were 
compelled  to  go.  In  an  open  carriage  the 
queen  and  princess,  with  attendant  ladies  of 
the  court,  passed  before  the  line.  The  mar- 
quis of  Schwedt,  whom  the  princess  had  so  em- 
phatically discarded,  was  at  the  head  of  his 
regiment.  He  seemed  "swollen  with  rage," 
and  saluted  the  royal  ])arty  with  his  eyes  turned 
away.  The  royal  carriages  were  then  with- 
drawn to  a  little  distance  that  the  ladies  might 
Avitness  the  sj)ectacle. 

"  Such  a  show  for  pomp  and  circumstance, 
Wilhelmina  owns,  as  could  not  be  equaled  in 
the  world  ;  such  wheeling,  rhythmic  coalescing 
and  unfolding,  accurate  as  clock-work,  for  and 
wide ;  swift,  big  column  here  hitting  big  column 
there,  at  the  appointed  place  and  moment ;  with 
t'heir  vollcyings  and  trumpetings,  bright  uni- 
forms, and  streamers,  and  field  music,  in  equip- 
ment and  manoeuvre  perfect  all,  to  the  mean- 
est drummer  or  black  kettle-drummer ;  supreme 
drill  sergeant  playing  on  the  thing  as  on  his 
huge  piano,  several  square  miles  in  area,"^ 

As  the  ladies  of  the  court  were  gazing  upon 
this  spectacle  an  officer  rode  up  to  the  royal 
carriage,  cap  in  hand,  and  said  that  he  was  di- 
rected to  present,  to  the  queen  and  princess, 
his  highness  the  prince  of  Baireuth.  Imme- 
diately a  tall  young  man,  in  rich  dress  and  of 
very  courtly  air,  rode  up  to  the  carriage  and 
saluted  his  future  mother  and  his  destined 
bride.  His  reception  was  very  chilling.  The 
queen,  with  frigid  civility,  scarcely  recognized 
his  low  bow.  Wilhelmina,  faint  from  fasting, 
anxiety,  and  sleeplessness,  was  so  overcome  by 
her  emotions  that  she  fell  back  upon  her  seat 
in  a  swoon. 

Wilhelmina  had  never  seen  the  prince  of 
Wales.  Her  mother  had  not  attempted  to  con- 
ceal from  her  that  he  was  exceedingly  plain  in 
person,  slightly  deformed,  weak  in  intellect,  and 
debased  by  his  debaucheries.  But  the  ambi- 
tious queen  urged  these  considerations  not  as 
objections  but  as  incentives  to  the  marriage. 
"  You  will  be  able,"  she  said,  "  to  have  him  en- 
tirely under  your  direction.  You  will  thus  be 
virtually  king  of  England,  and  can  exert  a  pow- 
erful control  over  all  the  nations  of  Europe." 
These  considerations,  however,  did  not  influ- 
ence the  princess  so  much  as  they  did  her 
mother.    She  had  never  taken  any  special  in- 
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terest  in  her  marriage  with  the  prince  of  Wales. 
Indeed,  at  times  she  had  said  that  nothing  should 
ever  induce  her  to  marry  him. 

The  first  glance  at  the  prince  of  Baireuth  pre- 
possessed the  princess  in  his  favor.  She  suh- 
sequently,  when  better  acquainted  with  him, 
described  him  in  the  following  terms : 

"The  prince  is  tall,  well  made,  and  has  a 
noble  air.  His  features  are  neither  handsome 
nor  regular ;  but  his  countenance,  which  is 
open,  engaging,  and  very  agreeable,  stands  him 
in  the  place  of  beauty.  He  is  of  a  hasty  tem- 
per, and  replies  with  quickness  and  without  em- 
barrassment. Though  his  nature  is  inclined 
to  anger,  he  knows  so  well  how  to  overcome  it 
that  it  is  never  perceived,  and  no  one  has  ever 
suffered  by  it.  Pie  is  very  gay.  His  conver- 
sation is  very  agreeable,  though  he  has  some 
difficulty  in  making  himself  intelligible  from 
lisping  so  much.  His  conception  is  quick,  and 
his  intellect  penetrating.  The  goodness  of  his 
heart  gains  him  the  attachment  of  all  who 
know  him.  He  is  generous,  charitable,  com- 
])assionate,  polite,  engaging,  and  enjoys  very 
equal  spirits.  The  only  fault  I  know  in  him  is 
too  much  levity,  which  I  must  mention  here,  as 
otherwise  I  should  be  accused  of  partiality. 
He  has,  however,  much  corrected  himself  of 
it." 

The  next  Sunday,  June  3,  the  betrothal  took 
place  with  great  magnificence.  The  ceremony 
was  attended  by  a  large  concourse  of  distin- 
guished guests.  Lord  Dover  says  that  the 
very  evening  of  the  day  of  the  betrothing  a 
courier  arrived  from  England  Avith  dispatches 
announcing  that  the  English  court  had  yielded 
to  all  the  stipulations  demanded  by  the  king 
of  Prussia  in  reference  to  the  marriage  of  Wil- 
lielmina  to  the  prince  of  Wales.  It  was  now 
too  late  to  retract.  Probably  both  the  king 
and  Wilhelmina  were  gratified  in  being  able  to 
decline  the  offer.  But  the  chagrin  of  the  queen 
was  terrible.  She  fell  into  a  violent  fever,  and 
came  near  dying,  reproaching  her  daughter  with 
having  killed  her. 

There  seems  to  be  no  end  to  the  complica- 
tions and  troubles  of  tliis  royal  family.  It  is 
said  that  Wilhelmina,  to  soothe  her  mother, 
treated  her  betrothed  with  great  coldness;  that 
her  younger  sister  Charlotte  fell  deeply  in  love 
with  the  prince  of  Baireuth,  and  endeavored  to 
win  him  to  lierself ;  and  that  the  prince  him- 
self, attracted  by  warmth  on  the  one  hand  and 
coldness  on  the  other,  was  quite  dis])Osed  to 
make  the  exchange.'  The  king,  irritated  by 
these  interminable  annoyances,  and  the  victim 
of  chronic  petulance  and  ill  -  nature,  recom- 
menced his  brutal  treatment  of  his  daughter. 

While  these  scenes  were  transjjiring  the 
crown  prince  was  at  Ciistrin,  upon  probation, 
being  not  yet  admitted  to  the  presence  of  his 
father.  He  seems  to  have  exerted  himself  to 
the  utmost  to  please  the  king,  applying  him- 
self diligently  to  become  familiar  with  all  the 
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tedious  routine  and  details  of  the  administra- 
tion of  finance,  police,  and  the  public  domains. 
Fritz  was  naturally  very  amiable.  He  was  con- 
sequently popular  in  the  little  town  in  which  he 
resided,  all  being  ready  to  do  every  thing  in 
their  power  to  serve  him.  The  income  still 
allowed  him  by  his  father  was  so  small  that  he 
would  have  suffered  from  povertv  had  not  the 
gentry  in  the  neighborhood,  regardless  of  the 
prohibition  to  lend  money  to  the  prince,  con- 
tributed secretly  to  replenish  his  purse. 

A  year  and  a  day  had  elapsed  since  the  fa- 
ther had  seen  the  son.  On  the  15th  of  August 
the  king,  being  on  a  journey,  stopped  for  a  cou- 
ple of  hours  at  Ciistrin,  and  held  an  interview 
with  Fritz.  The  monarch  was  attended  by  a 
retinue  of  several  hundred  persons.  The  scene 
which  ensued  is  described  by  Grumkow,  in  his 
summary  of  what  took  place  at  Ciistrin  on  the 
I5th  of  August,  1731.  The  king  sent  for  the 
prince  to  be  brought  before  him  at  the  govern- 
ment house.  As  Fritz  entered  he  fell  upon  his 
knees  at  his  father's  feet.  The  king  coldly  or- 
dered him  to  rise,  saying  : 

"You  will  now  recall  to  mind  what  passed  a 
year  and  a  day  ago — how  scandalously  you  be- 
haved, and  what  a  godless  enterprise  you  un- 
dertook. As  I  have  had  you  about  me  from 
the  beginning,  and  must  know  you  well,  I  did 
all  in  the  world  that  was  in  my  power,  l)y  kind- 
ness and  by  harshness,  to  make  an  honorable 
man  of  you.  As  I  rather  suspected  your  evil 
purposes  I  treated  you  in  the  harshest  and 
sharpest  way  in  the  Saxon  camp,  in  hopes 
you  would  consider  yourself,  and  take  anoth- 
er line  of  conduct;  would  confess  your  faults  to 
me,  and  beg  forgiveness.  But  all  in  vain.  You 
grew  ever  more  stiff-necked.  You  thought  to 
carry  it  through  with  your  headstrong  humor. 
But  hark  ye,  my  lad,  if  thou  wert  sixty  or  sev- 
enty instead  of  eighteen,  thou  couldst  not  cross 
my  resolutions.  And  as  up  to  this  date  I  have 
managed  to  sustain  myself  against  any  comer, 
there  will  be  methods  found  to  bring  thee  to 
reason  too. 

"  Have  I  not,  on  all  occasions,  meant  honor- 
ably by  you?  Last  time  I  got  wind  of  your 
debts  did  I  not,  as  a  father,  admonish  you  to 
tell  me  all  ?  I  would  pay  all ;  you  were  only 
to  tell  me  the  truth  ;  whereupon  you  said  there 
were  still  two  thousand  thalers  beyond  the  sum 
named.  I  paid  these  also,  at  once,  and  fitncied 
I  had  made  peace  with  you.  And  then  it  was 
found,  by-and-by,  you  owed  many  thousands 
more.  And  as  you  knew  you  could  not  pay, 
it  was  as  good  as  if  the  money  had  been  stolen 
— not  to  reckon  how  the  French  vermin,  Mon- 
tholieu  and  partner,  cheated  you  with  their 
new  loans. 

"Nothing  touched  me  so  much  as  that  you 
had  not  any  trust  in  me.  All  this  that  I  was 
doing  for  the  aggrandizement  of  the  House, 
the  Army,  and  the  Finances,  could  only  be  for 
you,  if  you  made  yourself  worthy  of  it,  I  here 
declare' that  I  have  done  all  things  to  gain  your 
friendship,  and  all  has  been  in  vain." 
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The  crown  prince,  either  deeply  touched  with 
penitence  or  ait'ecting  to  be  so,  again  threw 
himself  upon  his  knees  before  his  father,  as  if 
imploring  pardon.     The  king  continued  : 

"Was  it  not  your  intention  to  go  to  En- 
gland ?" 

"Yes,"  the  pi-ince  replied. 

"Then  hear  what  the  consequences  would 
have  been.  Your  mother  would  have  got  into 
the  greatest  misery.  I  could  not  but  have  sus- 
pected she  was  the  author  of  the  business. 
Your  sister  I  would  have  cast  for  life  into  a 
place  where  she  would  never  have  seen  sun 
or  moon  again.  Then  on  with  my  army  to 
Hanover,  and  burn  and  ravage ;  yes,  if  it  had 
cost  me  life,  land,  and  people.  Your  thought- 
less and  godless  conduct,  see  what  it  was  lead- 
ing to.  I  intended  to  employ  you  in  all  man- 
ner of  business,  civil  and  military.  But  how, 
after  such  action,  could  I  show  your  face  to  my 
officers  ?" 

Here  the  young  prince  made  the  most  solemn 
promises  to  try  to  regain  his  father's  favor.  The 
king  then  asked  :  "  Was  it  thou  that  temptedst 
Katte,  or  did  Katte  tempt  thee?"  Fritz  prompt- 
ly replied,  "I  tempted  Katte."  "I  am  glad," 
rejoined  the  king,  "  to  hear  the  truth  from  yon, 
at  any  rate." 

The  king  then 'rattled  on  without  waiting  for 
replies:  "How  do  you  like  your  Custrin  life? 
Do  you  still  have  as  much  aversion  to  Wuster- 
hausen,  and  to  wearing  your  shroud,  asyoii  called 
your  uniform  ?  Likely  enough  my  company 
does  not  suit  you.  I  have  no  French  manners, 
and  can  not  bring  out  witty  sayings  in  the  cox- 
comb way ;  and  I  truly  consider  all  that  as  a 
thing  to  be  thrown  to  the  dogs.  I  am  a  Ger- 
man prince,  and  mean  to  live  and  die  in  that 
character.  But  you  can  now  say  what  you 
have  got  by  your  caprices  and  obstinate  heart, 
hating  every  thing  that  I  liked,  and  if  I  dis- 
tinguished any  one,  despising  him.  If  an  offi- 
cer was  put  in  arrest,  you  took  to  lamenting 
about  him.  Your  real  friends,  who  intended 
your  good,  you  hated  and  calumniated.  Those 
who  flattered  you  and  encouraged  your  bad  pur- 
pose you  caressed.  You  see  what  that  has  come 
to.  In  Berlin,  in  all  Prussia,  for  some  time  back, 
nobody  asks  after  you,  whe-ther  you  are  in  the 
world  or  not.  And  were  it  not  that  one  or 
the  other  coming  from  Custrin,  who  reports 
you  as  playing  tennis,  or  wearing  French  hair- 
bags,  nobody  would  know  whether  you  were 
dead  or  alive." 

Grumkow  then  goes  on  to  relate,  quite  in 
detail,  that  the  king  took  up  the  subject  of 
theology.  "He  set  forth  the  horrible  results 
of  that  absolute  decree  notion  which  makes  God 
the  author  of  sin ;  and  that  Jesus  Christ  died 
only  for  some."  The  prince  declared  that  he 
had  thoroughly  renounced  that  heresy.  The 
king  then  added  : 

"  When  godless  fellows  about  you  speak 
against  your  duties  to  God,  the  king,  and  your 
country,  fall  instantly  on  your  knees  and  ])ray 
with  your  whole  soiil  to  Jesus  Christ  to  deliver 


you  from  such  wickedness,  and  lead  you  on 
better  ways.  And  if  it  come  in  earnest  from 
your  heart,  Jesus,  who  would  have  all  men 
saved,  will  not  leave  you  unheard." 

The  crown  prince,  with  what  degree  of  sin- 
cerity we  know  not,  was  now  in  teai-s.  Pros- 
trating himself  before  his  majesty,  he  kissed 
his  feet.  The  king,  much  moved,  was  in  tears 
also,  and  retired  to  another  room. 

"It  being  his  majesty's  birthday,"  writes 
Grumkow,  "the  prince,  in  deep  emotion,  fol- 
lowed his  father,  and,  again  falling  prostrate, 
testified  such  heart-felt  joy,  gratitude,  and  af- 
fection over  this  blessed  anniversary  as  quite 
touched  the  heart  of  the  king,  who  at  last 
clasped  him  in  his  arms,  and  hurried  out  to 
avoid  sobbing  aloud.  The  crown  prince  fol- 
lowed his  majesty,  and,  in  the  presence  of  many 
hundred  people,  kissed  his  majesty's  feet,  and 
was  again  embraced  by  his  majesty,  who  said, 
'Behave  well,  as  I  see  you  mean,  and  I  Avill 
take  care  of  you.'  Which  Avords,"  writes 
Grumkow,  "threw  the  crown  prince  into  such 
an  ecstasy  of  joy  as  no  pen  can  exjjress." 

Two  events  occurred  at  this  time  highly  char- 
acteristic of  the  king.  There  was  a  nobleman 
by  the  name  of  Schlubhut,  occu]\ving  a  high 
official  position,  who  was  found  a  defaulter  to 
the  amount  of  a  sum  equal  to  twenty-five  thou- 
sand dollars.  The  supreme  court  sentenced 
him  to  three  or  four  years'  imprisonment. 
The  king  was  indignant  at  the  mildness  of  the 
sentence.  "What,"  said  he,  "when  the  pri- 
vate thief  is  sent  to  the  gallows,  shall  a  noble- 
man and  a  magistrate  escajie  with  fine  and  im- 
prisonment ?"  Schlubhut  was  immediately  sent 
to  prison.  All  night  long  he  was  disturbed 
with  the  noise  of  carpentering  in  the  castle 
square  in  front  of  his  cell.  In  the  morning  he 
saw  directly  before  his  window  a  huge  gallows 
erected.  Upon  that  gallows  he  was  immedi- 
ately hung ;  and  his  body  was  left  to  swing  in 
the  wind  for  several  days,  some  say  for  weeks. 

Soon  after  a  soldier,  six  feet  three  inches 
tall,  the  ringleader  of  a  gang,  broke  into  a 
house  and  robbed  it  of  pro])erty  to  the  amount 
of  about  five  thousand  dollars.  He  was  sen- 
tenced to  be  hung.  We  give  the  result  in  the 
words  of  Carlyle : 

"Friedrich  Willielm  feels  this  sad  contrast  very 
much  ;  the  more  as  the  soldier  is  his  own  chat- 
tel withal,  and  of  superlative  inches.  Fried- 
rich  Wilhelm  flames  up  into  wrath  ;  sends  off 
swift  messengers  to  bring  these  judges,  one  and 
all,  instantly  into  his  presence.  The  judges  are 
still  in  their  dressing-gowns,  shaving,  break- 
fasting. They  make  what  haste  they  can. 
So  soon  as  the  first  three  or  four  are  reported 
to  be  in  the  ante-room,  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  in 
extreme  impatience,  has  them  called  in ;  starts 
discoursing  with  them  upon  tlie  two  weights  and 
two  measures.  Apologies,  subterfuges  do  but 
provoke  him  farther.  It  is  not  long  till  he 
starts  up  growling  terribly,  'Ye  scoundrels, 
how  could  your'  and  smites  down  upon  the 
crown  of  them  with  ihe  royal  cudgel  itself. 


# 


Fancy  the  hnrrv-scurry,  the  unforensic  atti- 
tudes and  pleadings !  Royal  cudgel  rains 
blows  right  and  left.  Blood  is  drawn,  crowns 
cracked,  crowns  nearly  l)roken ;  and  several 
judges  lost  a  few  teeth  and  had  their  noses 
battered  before  they  could  get  out.  The  sec- 
ond relay,  meeting  them  in  this  dilapidated 
state  on  the  staircases,  dashed  home  again 
without  the  honor  of  a  royal  interview.  This 
is  an  actual  scene,  of  date,  Berlin,  1731,  of 
which  no  constitutional  country  can  hope  to 
see  the  fellow.  Schlnbhut  he  hanged,  Schlub- 
hut  being  only  Schlubliut's  chattel.    This  mus- 


keteer, his  majesty's  own  chattel,  he  did  not 
hang,  but  set  him  shouldering  arms  again  after 
some  preliminary  dusting." 

The  king,  after  his  apparent  reconciliation 
with  Fritz,  granted  him  a  little  more  liberty. 
He  was  appointed  to  travel  over  and  carefully 
inspect  several  of  the  crown  domains.  He  was 
ordered  to  study  thoroughly  the  practical  hus- 
bandry of  those  domains— how  tliev  were  to  be 
plowed,  enriched,  and  sown.  lie  was  also  to 
devote  his  attention  to  the  rearing  of  cattle;  to 
the  prei)aring  of  malt  and  the  brewing  of  ale. 
"  Useful  discourse,"  said  the  king,  "  is  to  be 
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kept  up  with  him  on  these  journeys,  pointing 
out  why  this  is  and  that,  and  whether  it  could 
not  be  better."  On  the  22d  of  September  the 
crown  prince  wrote  to  his  father  as  follows : 

"I  have  been  to  Lebus.  There  is  excellent 
land  there ;  fine  weather  for  the  husbandmen. 
Major  Roder  passed  this  way,  and  dined  with 
me  last  Wednesday.  He  has  got  a  fine  fellow 
for  my  most  all-gracious  father's  regiment.  I 
depend  on  my  most  all-gracious  father's  grace 
that  he  will  be  good  to  me.  I  ask  for  nothing, 
and  for  no  happiness  in  the  world  but  what 
comes  from  him ;  and  hope  that  he  will,  some 
day,  remember  me  in  grace,  and  give  me  the 
blue  coat  to  put  on  again." 

It  is  very  evident,  from  the  glimpses  we  catch 
of  Fritz  at  this  time,  that  he  was  a  wild  fellow, 
quite  frivolous,  and  with  but  a  feeble  sense  of 
moral  obligation.  General  Schulenburg,  an 
old  soldier,  of  stern  principles,  visited  him  at 
Ciistrin,  and  sent  an  account  of  the  interview 
to  baron  Grumkow,  under  date  of  October  4, 
1731.  From  this  letter  we  cull  the  following 
statement: 

"  I  found  him  much  grown  ;  an  air  of  health 
and  gayety  about  him.  He  caressed  me  greatly. 
We  went  tc5  dinner.  He  asked  me  to  sit  beside 
him.  Among  other  things  he  said  that  he  liked 
the  great  world,  and  was  charmed  to  observe  the 
ridiculous,  weak  side  of  some  people." 

The  prince  inquired,  in  quite  an  indifferent 
tone,  respecting  the  marriages  his  father  had 
in  contemplation  for  him.  He  objected  to  the 
marriage  with  the  princess  of  Mecklenberg, 
niece  of  the  czar  Peter,  that  it  would  require 
him  to  change  his  religion,  which  he  would  not 
do.  He  expressed  himself  as  inclined  to  take 
the  second  daughter  of  the  emperor  of  Ger- 
many, if  the  emperor  would  throw  in  a  duchy 
or  two. 

"  Since  you  speak  so  much  of  marriages," 
said  the  general,  "I  suppose  you  Avish  to  be 
married  ?" 

^'  No,"  the  prince  replied  ;  "but  if  the  king 
absolutely  will  have  it,  I  will  marry  to  obey 
him.  After  that  I  will  shove  my  wife  into  a 
corner,  and  live  after  my  own  fancy." 

Against  this  unprincipled  declaration  general 
Schulenburg  remonstrated,  declaring  it  to  be  un- 
christian and  dishonorable.  But  the  prince 
seemed  to  regard  such  suggestions  very  con- 
temptuously. "I  can  perceive,"  the  general 
adds,  "that  if  he  marries  it  will  only  be  that 
he  may  have  more  liberty  than  now.  It  is 
certain  that  if  he  had  his  elbows  free  he  would 
strike  out.  He  said  to  me  several  times,  'I 
am  young ;  I  want  to  profit  by  my  youth.'  " 

A  fortnight  later  general  Schulenburg  wrote, 
imder  date  of  the  19th  of  October:  "I  intro- 
duced to  the  crown  prince  all  the  officers  of  my 
regiment  who  are  here.  He  received  them  in 
the  style  of  a  king.  It  is  certain  he  feels  what 
he  is  born  to ;  and  if  he  ever  get  to  it,  he  will 
stand  on  the  top  of  it.  As  to  me,  I  mean  to 
keep  myself  retired,  and  shall  see  as  little  of 
him  as  I  can.    I  perceive  well  he  does  not  like 


advice,  and  does  not  take  pleasure  except  with 
men  inferior  to  him  in  mind.  His  first  aim  is 
to  find  out  the  ridiculous  side  of  every  one,  and 
he  loves  to  banter  and  quiz. 

*'I  assure  you  he  is  a  prince  who  has  talent, 
but  Avho  will  be  the  slave  of  his  passions ;  and 
will  like  nobody  but  such  as  encourage  him 
therein.  For  me,  I  think  all  princes  are  cast 
in  the  same  mould.  There  is  only  a  more  and 
a  less." 

On  Tuesday,  the  20th  of  November,  1731, 
Wilhelmina,  eight  months  after  her  betrothal, 
was  married  to  the  prince  of  Baireuth.  The 
marriage  ceremony  was  attended  with  great 
niagnificence  in  the  royal  palace  of  Berlin, 
The  father  of  Frederick  William,  who  was 
fond  of  pageantry,  had  reared  one  of  the  most 
sumptuous  mansions  in  Europe,  and  had  fur- 
nished it  with  splendor  which  no  other  court 
could  outvie.  Entering  the  interior  of  the 
palace  through  the  outer  saloon,  one  passed 
through  nine  apartments  en  suite,  of  grand 
dimensions,  magnificently  decorated,  the  last 
of  which  opened  into  the  picture-gallery,  a 
room  ninety  feet  in  length,  and  of  correspond- 
ing breadth.  All  these  were  in  a  line.  Then 
turning  you  entered  a  series  of  fourteen  rooms, 
each  more  splendid  than  the  preceding.  The 
chandeliers  were  of  massive  solid  silver.  The 
ceilings  were  exquisitely  painted  by  Correggio. 
Between  each  pair  of  windows  there  were  mir- 
rors twelve  feet  high,  and  of  such  width  that 
before  each  mirror  tables  could  be  spread  for 
twelve  guests.  The  last  of  these  magnificent 
apartments,  called  the  Grand  Saloon,  was  il- 
luminated by  "a  lustre  weighing  fifty  thousand 
crowns  ;  the  globe  of  it  big  enough  to  hold  a 
child  of  eight  years,  and  the  branches  of  solid 
silver." 

Though  Frederick  the  First  had  reared  and 
originally  furnished  this  Berlin  palace,  yet  the 
masses  of  solid  silver  wrought  into  its  orna- 
mentation were  mainly  the  work  of  Frederick 
William.  Conscious  that  his  influence  in  Eu- 
rope depended  not  only  upon  the  power  of  his 
army,  but  also  upon  the  fullness  of  his  treasury, 
he  had  been  striving,  through  all  his  reign,  to 
accumulate  coin.  But  the  money,  barreled 
up  and  stored  away  in  the  vaults  of  his  palace, 
was  of  no  service  while  thus  lying  idle.  Bank- 
ing institutions  seem  not  then  to  have  been  in 
vogue  in  his  realms.  But  the  silver,  wrought 
into  chandeliers,  mirror  -  frames,  and  music 
balconies,  added  to  the  imposing  splendor  of 
his  court,  gave  him  the  reputation  of  great 
wealth,  and  could,  at  any  time  when  neces- 
sary, be  melted  down  and  coined.  The  wealth 
thus  hoarded  by  the  father  afterward  saved  the 
son  from  ruin,  when  involved  in  wars  which  ex- 
hausted his  treasury. 

The  queen  remained  bitterly  unreconciled  to 
the  marriage  of  Wilhelmina  with  any  one  but 
the  prince  of  Wales.  Stung  by  the  sense  of 
defeat  she  did  every  thing  in  her  power,  by  all 
sorts  of  intrigues,  to  break  off  the  engagement 
with  the  prince  of  Baireuth.    When  she  found 
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her  efforts  entirely  unavailing  she  even  went  so 
far  as  to  take  her  daughter  aside  and  entreat 
her,  since  the  ceremony  must  take  place,  to 
refuse,  after  the  marriage,  to  receive  the  prince 
of  Baireuth  as  her  husband,  that  the  queen 
might  endeavor  to  obtain  a  divorce. 

The  annoyances  to  which  Wilhelmina  was 
exposed,  while  thus  preparing  for  her  wedding, 
must  have  been  almost  unendurable.  Not  only 
her  mother  was  thus  persistent  and  implacable 
in  her  hostility,  but  her  father  reluctantly  sub- 
mitted to  the  connection.  He  had  fully  made 
up  his  mind,  with  all  the  strength  of  his  inflex- 
ible will,  that  Wilhelmina  should  marry  either 
the  margrave  of  Schwedt  or  the  duke  of  Weis- 
senfels.  It  was  with  extreme  reluctance,  and 
greatly  to  his  chagrin,  that  the  stern  old  man 
found  himself  constrained,  perhaps  for  the  first 
time  in  his  life,  to  yield  to  others. 

Even  Wilhelmina  had  accepted  the  prince 
of  Baireuth,  whom  she  had  never  seen,  only  to 
avoid  being  sacrificed  to  men  whom  she  utterly 
loathed.  Fortunately  for  the  princess  her  af- 
fections were  not  otherwise  engaged,  and  when 
introduced  to  her  intended  she  became  quite 
reconciled  to  the  idea  of  accepting  him  as  her 
husband. 

On  the  day  of  the  marriage  the  princess, 
having  formally  renounced  all  her  rights  to  the 
personal  property  of  the  family,  dined  with  the 
royal  household  and  her  intended,  and  then  re- 
tired to  her  apartment  to  dress  for  the  wedding. 
It  would  seem  that  the  queen  must  have  become 
quite  insane  upon  this  point.  Even  at  this  late 
hour  she  did  every  thing  she  could  to  delay 
operations  and  to  gain  time,  hoping  every  mo- 
ment that  some  courier  would  arrive  from  En- 
gland with  proposals  which  would  induce  the 
king  to  break  off  the  engagement.  As  fast  as 
the  princess's  hair  on  one  side  was  dressed  the 


queen  would  contrive 
to  undo  it,  so  that  at 
last  the  hair  would  no 
longer  curl — making 
her  look,  as  Wilhel- 
mina said,  "like  ?<, 
mad  woman."  She 
adds : 

"  A  royal  crown 
was  placed  upon  my 
head,  together  witli 
twenty-four  curls  of 
false  hair,  each  as  big 
as  my  arm.  I  could 
not  hold  up  my  head, 
as  it  was  too  weak  for 
so  great  a  weight. 
My  gown  was  a  very 
rich  silver  brocade, 
trimmed  with  gold- 
lace,  and  my  train 
was  twelve  yards  long. 
I  thought  I  should 
have  died  under  this 
dress." 

The  marriage  took 
place  in  the  Grand  Saloon.  The  moment  the 
benediction  was  pronounced  a  triple  discharge 
of  cannon  announced  the  event  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Berlin.  Then  the  newly -mar- 
ried pair,  seated  under  a  gorgeous  canopy,  re- 
ceived the  congratulations  of  the  court.  A 
ball  followed,  succeeded  by  a  supper.  After 
supper  there  came,  according  to  the  old  Ger- 
man custom,  what  was  called  the  dance  of 
torches.  This  consisted  of  the  whole  company 
marching  to  music  in  procession  through  the 
rooms,  each  holding  a  lighted  torch.  The  mar- 
riage festivities  were  continued  for  several  days, 
with  a  succession  of  balls  each  night.  Wilhel- 
mina had  not  yet  been  permitted  to  see  her 
brother  since  his  arrest.  But  the  king  had 
promised  Wilhelmina,  as  her  reward  for  giving 
up  the  wretched  prince  of  Wales,  that  he  would 
recall  her  brother  and  restore  him  to  favor. 
On  Friday  evening,  the  23d,  three  days  after 
the  wedding,  there  was  a  brilliant  ball  in  the 
Grand  Apartment.  Wilhelmina  thus  describes 
the  event  which  then  took  place  : 

"  I  liked  dancing,  and  was  taking  advantage 
of  my  chances.  Grumkow  came  up  to  me,  in 
the  middle  of  a  minuet,  and  said,  '' Mon  cUeti, 
Madame,  you  seem  to  have  got  bit  by  the  taren- 
tula.  Don't  you  see  those  strangers  who  have 
just  come  in  ?'  I  stopped  short,  and  looking 
all  around,  I  noticed  at  last  a  young  man, 
dressed  in  gray,  whom  I  did  not  know.  '  Go, 
then,'  said  Grumkow,  'and  embrace  the  crown 
prince.  There  he  is  before  you.'  My  whole 
frame  was  agitated  with  joy.  '  Oh,  heavens, 
my  brother!'  cried  I;  'but  I  do  not  see  him. 
Where  is  he  ?  For  God's  sake  show  him  to  me.' 

"  Grumkow  led  me  to  the  young  man  in  gray. 
Coming  near  I  recognized  him,  though  with 
difficidty.  He  had  grown  much  stouter,  and 
his  neck  was  much  shorter.     His  face  also  was 
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much  changed,  and  was  no  longer  as  handsome 
as  it  had  been.  I  fell  ujjon  his  neck.  I  was 
so  overcome  that  I  could  only  speak  in  an  un- 
connected manner.  I  wept,  I  laughed  like  a 
person  out  of  her  senses.  In  my  life  I  have 
never  felt  so  lively  a  joy.  After  these  first 
emotions  Avere  subsided  I  went  and  threw  my- 
self at  the  feet  of  the  king,  who  said  to  me 
aloud,  in  the  presence  of  my  brother : 

"  '  Are  you  content  with  me  ?  You  see  that 
I  have  kept  my  word  with  you.' 

"  I  took  my  brother  by  the  hand  and  im- 
plored the  king  to  restore  his  affection  to  him. 
This  scene  was  so  touching  that  it  drew  tears 


from  all  present.  I  tlien  ajtproached  the  queen. 
She  was  obliged  to  embrace  me,  the  king  be- 
ing close  opposite.  But  I  remarked  that  her 
joy  was  only  affected.  I  turned  to  my  brother 
again.  I  gave  him  a  thousand  caresses,  to  all 
which  he  remained  cold  as  ice,  and  answered 
only  in  monosyllables.  I  presented  to  him  my 
husband,  to  whom  he  did  not  say  one  word.  I 
was  astonished  at  this  ;  but  I  laid  the  blame  of 
it  on  the  king,  who  was  observing  us,  and  who 
I  judged  might  be  intimidating  my  brother. 
But  even  the  countenance  of  my  brother  sur- 
prised me.  He  wore  a  proud  air,  and  seemed 
to  look  down  upon  every  body." 


FREDERICK  THE  GREAT. 


337 


Neither  the  king  nor  the  crown  prince  ap- 
peared at  the  supper.  With  a  select  circle,  to 
which  neither  Wilhelmina  nor  her  mother  were 
admitted,  they  supped  in  a  private  apartment. 
At  the  report  that  the  king  was  treating  the 
crown  prince  with  great  friendliness  the  queen 
could  not  conceal  her  secret  pique.  "  In  fact," 
says  Wilhelmina,  "she  did  not  love  her  chil- 
dren except  as  they  served  her  ambitious  views." 
She  was  jealous  of  Wilhelmina  because  she, 
and  not  her  mother,  had  been  the  means  of  the 
release  of  Fritz.  After  supper  the  dancing  was 
resumed,  and  Wilhelmina  embraced  an  oppor- 
tunity to  ask  her  brother  why  he  was  so  changed, 
and  why  he  treated  her  so  coldly.  He  assured 
her  that  he  was  not  changed  ;  that  his  reserve 
was  external  only ;  that  he  had  reasons  for  his 
conduct.  Still  he  did  not  explain  his  reasons, 
and  Wilhelmina  remained  wounded  and  bewil- 
dered. 

Before  the  king  released  the  crown  prince 
he  extorted  from  him  an  oath  that  he  would  be, 
in  all  respects,  obedient  to  his  father ;  that  he 
would  never  again  attempt  to  escape,  or  take 
any  journey  without  permission  ;  that  he  would 
scrupulously  discharge  all  the  duties  of  religion, 
and  that  he  would  marry  any  princess  whom 
his  father  might  select  for  him.  The  next 
morning,  after  the  interview  to  which  we  have 
above  alluded,  the  prince  called  upon  his  sister. 
They  had  a  short  private  interview,  Madam 
Sonsfeld  alone  being  present.  The  prince  gave 
•a  recital  of  his  adventures  and  misfortunes  dur- 
ing the  many  months  since  they  last  had  met. 
The  princess  gave  an  account  of  her  great  tri- 
als, and  how  she  had  consented  to  a  marriage, 
which  was  not  one  of  her  choice,  to  obtain  her 
brother's  release. 

"  He  appeared,"  she  writes,  "  quite  discoun- 
tenanced at  this  last  part  of  my  narrative.  He 
returned  thanks  for  the  obligations  I  have  laid 
on  him,  with  some  caressings  which  evidently 
did  not  proceed  from  the  heart.  To  break  this 
conversation  he  started  some  indifferent  topic, 
and,  under  pretense  of  seeing  my  apartment, 
moved  into  the  next  room,  where  the  prince, 
my  husband,  was.  Him  he  surveyed  with  his 
eyes  from  head  to  foot  for  some  time.  Then, 
after  some  constrained  civilities  to  him,  went 
his  way." 

Wilhelmina  and  her  husband  soon  left  for 
Baireuth.  Though  the  princess  thus  left  the 
splendors  of  a  royal  palace  for  the  far  more 
quiet  and  humble  state  of  a  ducal  mansion,  still 
she  was  glad  to  escape  from  a  home  where  she 
had  experienced  so  many  sorrows. 

"Berlin,"  she  writes,  "had  become  as  odi- 
ous to  me  as  it  once  was  dear.  I  flattered  my- 
self that,  renouncing  grandeurs,  I  might  lead  a 
soft  and  tran(iuil  life  in  my  new  home,  and  be- 
gin a  happier  year  than  the  one  which  had  just 
ended." 

As  the  king  was  about  to  take  leave  of  his 
child,  whom  he  had  treated  so  cruelly,  he  was 
very  much  overcome  by  emotion.     It  is  a  sol- 
emn hour,  in  any  family,  when  a  daughter  leaves 
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the  parental  roof,  never  to  return  again  but  as 
a  visitor.  Whether  the  extraordinary  devel- 
opment of  feeling  which  the  stern  old  monarcli 

1  manifested  on  the  occasion  was  the  result  of 
nervous  sensibility,  excited  by  strong  drink  or 
by  parental  affection,  it  is  not  easy  to  decide. 
Wilhelmina,  in  a  few  words  of  intense  emotion, 
bade  her  father  fai  ewell. 

"My  discourse,"  she  writes,  "produced  its 
effect.    He  melted  into  tears,  and  could  not  an- 

I  swer  me  for  sobs.  He  explained  his  thoughts 
by  his  embracings  of  me.  Making  an  effort  at 
length,  he  said :  '  I  am  in  despair  that  I  did 
not  know  thee.  They  had  told  me  such  horri- 
ble tales — I  hated  thee  as  much  as  I  now  love 

i  thee.  If  I  had  addressed  myself  direct  to  thee 
I  should  have  escaped  much  trouble,  and  thou 
too.  But  they  hindered  me  from  speaking. 
They  said  that  tliou  wert  ill-natured  as  the 
devil,  and  Avouldst  drive  to  extremities,  which 
I  wanted  to  avoid.  Thy  mother,  by  her  in- 
triguings,  is  in  part  the  cause  of  the  misfor- 
tunes of  the  family.  1  have  been  deceived  and 
duped  on  every  side.  But  my  hands  are  tied. 
Though  my  heart  is  torn  in  pieces,  I  must  leave 
these  iniquities  unpunished.' " 

"  The  queen's  intentions  were  always  good," 
Wilhelmina  kindly  urged.  The  king  replied  : 
"Let  us  not  enter  into  that  detail.  What  is 
past  is  past.  I  will  try  to  forget  it.  You  are 
the  dearest  to  me  of  all  the  family.  I  am  too 
sad  of  heart  to  take  leave  of  you.  Embrace 
your  husband  on  my  part.  I  am  so  overcome 
that  I  must  not  see  him." 

Wilhelmina,  with  flooded  eyes,  entered  her 
carriage,  bidding  a  final  adieu  to  the  home  of 
her  childhood,  where  she  had  passed  through  so 
many  scenes,  eventful  and  afflictive.  Though 
she  afterward  visited  Berlin,  it  was  her  home 
no  more.  The  crown  prince  returned  to  Ciis- 
trin,  where  he  impatiently  awaited  his  future 
destinies. 


TELL  ME! 

How  to  put  the  question, 
Teacii  me,  humming-bird — 

You  who  win  all  sweetness 
And  never  say  a  word ! 

How  shall  I  come  near  her? 

Teach  me,  wind  of  May — 
You  who  toy  with  apple-blooms 

Nor  brush  the  down  away ! 

Shall  I  sing  or  say  it? 

Or  do  eyes  tell  best? 
Nay,  it  is  already 

A  secret  half  confessed. 

How  to  win  the  answer — 
For  I  am  sure  she  knows— 

Tell  me,  dew  and  sunshine, 
How  you  ope  a  ro.-e ! 
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BEAST,  BIRD,  AND  FISH. 
[JFourtf)  ^apcr.J 
BIRDS  OF  THE  AIR. 


Fig.  1. — Skeleton  of  a  Humming-Bird.  S,  Bieast-boue,  or  Sternum  ;  K,  the 
Keel,  or  Bouy  Rid<^e  for  the  attachmeni  of  Muscles  ;  C,  the  Clavicle,  or  Merry- 
thought or  Wish-bone.    {From  Owen.) 

AIR,  like  water,  is  a  medium  in  which  lo- 
comotion is  performed,  but  it  differs  from 
water  also  in  having  no  well-defined  surface 
upon  which  animals  may  move ;  so  that  while 
terrestrial  locomotion  is  performed  chiefly  upon 
the  earth,  aquatic  locomotion  is  possible  both 
in  and  u])on  water,  but  aerial  locomotion  can 
take  place  only  through  the  air. 

But  the  condition  of  a  bird  in  the  air  is  very 
different  from  that  of  a  fish  in  the  water,  ow- 
ing chiefly  to  the  immense  difference  between 
the  densities  and  resisting  powers  of  the  two 
media.  Bulk  for  bulk,  water  is  eight  hundred 
and  fifteen  times  as  heavy  as  air,  while  there 
is  no  such  disparity  between  the  weights  of 
the  fish  and  the  bird ;  consequently,  although 
both  water  and  air  press  equally  in  all  direc- 
tions, yet  the  fish  is  almost  or  wholly  buoyed 
up  by  the  Avater,  while  the  bird  at  once  sinks 
m  the  air.  On  the  other  hand,  the  density  of 
the  Avater  offers  considerable  resistance  to  the 
progress  of  a  body  through  it,  but  the  air  yields 
readily  to  any  pressure.  And  the  result  of  all 
this  is,  that  in  the  fish  the  organs  of  locomotion 
are  greatly  developed,  but  in  the  bird  locomo- 
tion is  easy,  and  the  great  necessity  is  that  the 
body  shall  be  supported  in  the  air. 

As  with  aquatic  and  terrestrial,  aerial  loco- 
motion may  be  in  five  general  directions  :  up- 
ward, downward,  forward,  obliquely  upward, 
and  obliquely  downward.  These  movements 
are  all  included  under  the  word  flying,  but  by 
it  is  generally  understood  the  most  common 
kind  of  flight — siveeping  along  in  a  horizontal 
direction  ;  gliding  is  the  same  movement,  pas- 
sively executed ;  and  we  may  draw  a  like  dis- 
tinction between  swooping,  which  is  an  active, 
and  stooping,  Avhich  is  a  passive  motion  down- 
ward ;  and  also  between  shooting,  which  is  an 
active  oblique  descent,  and,  to  coin  a  word, 
'''parachuting,'"  which  is  a  similar  passive  move- 
ment. 


Passive  motion  up- 
ward can  not  of  course 
take  place  when  the 
body  is  heavier  than 
the  medium  ;  and  soar- 
ing must  include  all 
upward  motion,  Avheth- 
er  vertical  or  oblique. 
There  is  another  differ- 
ence betAveen  the  three 
modes  of  locomotion, 
Avhich  concerns,  hoAv- 
ever,  not  the  medium  or 
the  animal,  but  the  or- 
gans Avith  which  they 
are  executed. 

The  most  common 
and  most  elective  SAvim- 
ming  is  performed  by  the  tail,  an  organ  at  the 
hinder  end  of  the  body;  the  hinder  legs  are 
next  most  efficient,  and  the  anterior  limbs  rare- 
ly have  any  thing  to  do  Avith  it,  as  in  the 
penguin,  and  the  paddling  of  quadrupeds  and 
sAvimming  of  man.  Locomotion  upon  the  land, 
on  the  contrary,  is  almost  universally  performed 
by  the  hinder  limbs,  the  tail  and  front  limbs 
being  either  Avholly  exempt,  or  surviving  only^ 
as  auxiliaries  and  as  organs  of  support. 

But  true  flight  Ave  shall  find  to  be  the  pre- 
rogative of  the  anterior  and  more  noble  pair  of 
limbs  ;  Avhich,  moreover,  take  on  a  peculiar  form 
and  movement.  The  Avings  are  the  chief  organs 
of  aerial  locomotion,  aided  sometimes  by  the  legs 
or  ribs — never  by  the  tail. 

Fish  of  the  sea  Ave  found  to  be,  and  always 
to  have  been,  a  very  ambiguous  term,  including 
Avhales  and  serpents,  birds  and  turtles — all  of 
Avhich  swim  in  or  upon  the  water.  Beasts  of 
the  earth,  too,  seem  to  embrace  a  few  fish, 
quite  a  number  of  birds,  and  nearly  all  the  rep- 
tiles. And  it  is  only  by  careful  dissection  and 
study  that  naturalists  have  at  last  succeeded  in 
draAving  the  line  betAveen  true  and  apparent 
fish  and  beasts. 

But  there  has  never  been  such  a  doubt  con- 
cerning the  limits  of  the  term  Bird  ;  and  al- 
though the  bat  has  sometimes  been  called  a 
bird,  yet  the  unlearned,  as  Avell  as  the  learned, 
have  always  been  able  to  picture  themselves  a 
creature  covered  Avith  feathers,  and  walking 
upon  two  legs,  but  mounting  into  the  air  upon 
expanded  Avings. 

And  Ave  shall  find  that  the  real  exceptions 
to  this  are  very  fcAv,  and  that  the  creatures 
which  we  shall  have  to  consider  under  the  title 
Birds  of  the  Air,  are  a  homogeneous  and  Avell- 
ordered  assemblage  Avhen  compared  to  the  het- 
erogeneous multitude  Avhich  Ave  Avei"e  forced  to 
describe  as  Fish  of  the  Sea  and  Beasts  of  the 
Earth. 
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works  a  little  obliquely,  so  as  to 
strike  backward  against  the  air 
as  well  as  downward  ;  and  as  the 
bony  frame-work  of  the  wing  is 
on  the  front  border,  that  of  course 
moves  most  forcibly,  while  the 
more  yielding  tips  of  the  feathers 
allow  the  air  to  escape  nnder  the 
hinder  border  of  the  wing. 

Nor  is  the  flying  of  the  bird  a 
simple  movement  in  one  direc- 
tion :  it  doubles  and  twists  in 
flight  or  pursuit;  it  rises  and  falls; 
it  darts  to  the  right  and  to  the 
left ;  it  may  even  turn  somersaults 
in  the  air.  How  are  all  these 
motions  eff'ected  ?  By  wings,  by 
head,  and  by  tail.  Just  as  a 
boat  is  turned  by  working  one 
oar  more  rapidly  than  the  other, 
so  the  bird  can  vary  the  di- 
The  bird  is  scientifically  as  well  as  popularly  j  rection  of  its  flight  by  the  more  vigorous  move- 


FiG.  2. — Bones  of  the  Wiug  of  a  Bat  and  of  a  Pigeon.  A,  Scapula,  or 
Shoulder-blade.  B,  Humerus,  or  Bone  of  upper  Arm.  C  D,  Radius 
and  Uhia,  Boues  of  the  Fore-arm.  E,  Hand  with  five  Fiugers  iu  the 
Bat,  and  parts  of  three  iu  the  Bird.    {From  Owen  and  Tegetnieier.) 


defined  as  a  feathered  biped  ;  the  wings  are 
usually  but  not  always  present ;  it  has  warm 
blood,  and  lays  eggs. 

Now,  in  addition  to  these  characters,  which 
apply  equally  to  all  members  of  the  class,  we 
also  note,  with  those  species  which  fly  in  the 
air,  that  the  body  is  short,  oval,  larger  in  front, 
and  smaller  behind  ;  that  the  greatest  weight 
is  between  and  below  the  wings,  where  the 
great  muscles  are,  and  the  keeled  breast-bone 
to  which  they  are  attached  (Fig,  1);  that  the 
head  is  as  light  as  possible,  there  being  no  teeth, 
and  that  the  real  masticating  organ,  the  giz- 
zard, is  in  the  abdomen  ;  that  the.  lungs  are 
very  large,  and  that  air-sacks  exist  in  various 
})arts  of  the  body,  even  within  the  hollow  bones, 
in  some  species  extending  to  the  very  toes ; 
and,  finally,  that  the  quills  or  stems  of  the  feath- 


ment  of  one  of  its  wings.  And  just  as  a  broad 
oar  behind  will  serve  as  a  rudder,  so  the  bird 
bends  and  twists  its  tail  to  the  right,  if  it 
wishes  to  go  that  way ;  to  the  left,  downward, 
or  upward,  according  to  the  required  movement. 
And,  thirdly,  just  as  the  presence  or  absence  of 
a  man  at  the  end  of  the  bowsprit  affects  the 
fore-and-aft  balance  of  a  boat  far  more  than  the 
same  weight  nearer  the  middle,  so  the  move-, 
ment  of  the  bird's  head,  light  as  it  is,  at  the  end 
of  a  long  and  flexible  neck,  is  enough  to  aid  in 
changing  the  direction  of  flight  very  materially. 

So  far  Ave  have  P])oken  of  birds  in  general ; 
let  us  now  see  whether  all  which  fly  do  so  in 
exactly  the  same  manner. 

By  no  means.  What  can  be  more  unlike,  to 
the  most  unpracticed  eye,  than  the  quick,  grace- 
ful dartings  of  the  humming-bird  and  the  slow^ 


ers  are  very  firm,  yet  hollow,  combining  the  heavy  progress  of  the  goose,  which,  though  ca 


greatest  strength  with  the  least  weight. 


pable  of  vigorous  and  prolonged  exertion,  is  far 


Now  the  obvious  purpose  of  all  these  ar-  ;  less  powerful  in  pro})ortion  to  its  size  than  its 
rangements  is  to  enable  the  bird  to  cleave  the  |  tiny  rival,  of  whose  body  the  muscles  of  the 
air  with  ease,  to  bring  all  the  weighty  organs  j  wing  constitute  nearly  half  the  weight?  They 
between  the  supporting  organs,  and  to  lessen   are  the  elephant  and  the  gazelle  among  birds. 


the  labor  of  those  organs  by  rendering  the  body 
as  light  as  possible. 


Between  these  two  extremes  are  all  possible 
shades  of  difference  as  to  the  power  and  ra- 


What  are  the  wings  of  a  bird?  Transformed  i)idity  of  the  flight.    But  there  is  something 


front  legs.    Under  the  strange  attire  of  feath 
crs  are  concealed  the  very  same  bones  which 
we  find  in  the  wing  of  the  bat,  the  leg  of  the 
horse,  the  flipper  of  a  seal,  or  the  arm  of  a 
man  (Fig.  2) ;  but  their  size,  their  form,  and 


more — a  something  which  enables  us  to  say 
whether  a  bird  is  a  hawk  or  a  heron,  a  wood- 
pecker or  a  kingfisher,  at  a  distance  which 
makes  color,  form,  and  even  size  of  little  avail. 
This  something  lies  in  the  various  ways  in 


their  arrangement  are  such  as  to  give  it  the  Avhich  the  different  species  use  and  rest  their 
power  of  folding  and  spreading  with  great  ra-  I  wings.  Some,  as  the  woodpecker,  yellow-bird, 
pidity,  and  of  moving  in  the  downward  direc-  '  and  others,  flap  the  wings  vigorously  for  a  few 
tion  with  tremendous  force,  the  upw^ard  stroke  seconds,  and  then  close  them  so  as  to  drop, 
l)eing  less  vigorous,  the  effectiveness  of  the  then  open  them  again  and  rise ;  this  gives  them 
down  stroke  is  also  increased  by  the  curving  of  a  peculiar  jerky  flight.  Others,  as  the  hawks, 
the  feathers  downward,  so  as  to  render  the  low-  j  will  likewise  flap  the  wings,  and  then,  instead 
or  surface  of  the  whole  wing  concave,  and  the  '  of  closing  them,  will  s])read  them  wide,  and  so 
upper  surface  convex. 


  I  sail  along  or  round  and  round,  often  seeming 

But  the  bird  has  not  simply  to  rise  into  the  to  remain  a  long  time  at  the  same  height.  The 
air  and  remain  there:  it  must  also  be  able  to  ducks,  the  geese,  and  the  kingfishers  fly  m  a 
move  onward  ;  and  for  this  purpose  the  wing  ,  straight  line,  rising  and  falling  slowly  if  at  all, 
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Fig.  3.— Kestoration  of  Orcheopteryx,  a  mesozoic  Bird.    {From  Owen.) 


and  turning  very  long  and  graceful  corners. 
The  fly-catchers  hover  in  one  place  as  if  mo- 
tionless, then  dart  quickly  away  to  a  new  hunt- 
ing-ground. And  so  on  with  an  infinite  va- 
riety of  peculiar  flights,  which  every  student  of 
birds  has  seen  and  knows  by  heart,  but  which 
can  neither  be  painted  nor  described. 

In  the  year  1881  there  was  found  in  the 
lithographic  slates  of  Solenhofen,  Gerniany,  the 
impression  of  a  feather,  which  seemed  to  carry 
back  the  existence  of  feathered  vertebrates  to 
what  is  called  the  middle  geological  period, 
since  those  slates  form  a  stage  in  the  oolitic 
or  Jurassic  epoch;  but  it  was  not  safe  to  con- 
clude that  birds  lived  in  those  days,  unless  we 
were  ready  to  say  that  feathers  are  the  certain 
signs  of  a  bird.  A  little  later  in  the  same 
year  was  discovered,  in  the  same  locality,  art 
incomplete  skeleton  of  a  feathered  vertebrate, 
which  had  bird-like  wings,  a  furculum  or  "  mer- 
ry-thought," and  some  other  peculiarly  avian 
features  ;  but,  to  the  great  dismay  of  those  who 
had  decided  upon  the  existence  of  a  mesozoic 
bird,  in  place  of  the  eight  or  nine  caudal  vert- 
ebraj  of  the  ordinary  bird  (Fig,  1),  it  had  a  long 
and  slender  tail,  much  more  like  that  of  a  liz- 
ard than  a  bird,  only  there  were  feathers  upon 
it — a  pair  for  each  segment  or  vertebra.  These 
contradictory  features  gave  rise  to  a  warm  con- 
troversy between  those  who  believed  in  the 
avian  and  those  who  believed  in  the  reptilian 
nature  of  the  fossil.  The  former  seem  to  have 
prevailed,  and  we  must  therefore  admit  within 
the  class  of  birds,  in  spite  of  a  most  unbird-like 
tail,  this  creature,  which,  as  we  are  bound  to 
suppose,  flew  in  the  air,  perched  upon  the  trees, 
and  preyed  upon  other  creatures,  very  much  as 
do  the  birds  of  the  present  day.  Its  size  was 
about  that  of  a  rook  or  a  peregrine  falcon,  and 
its  appearance,  as  inferred  by  Owen  from  its 
reconstructed  skeleton,  was  probably  as  rejjre- 
sented  in  Fig.  3. 

Ever  since 'the  time  of  Linnieus  the  bats 
have  been  known  to  be  not  birds  but  true  mam- 
malia, that  is,  animals  which  are  covered  with 
hair  instead  of  feathers,  which  bring  forth  their 
young  alive  and  suckle  them  with  milk,  and 
whose  so-called  wings  are  really  much  more  like 
the  arm  of  a  man  than  the  wing  of  a  bird.  The 


figure  of  a  bat  was  given  in  the  first  of  these 
papers,  and  a  partial  view  of  the  skeleton  has 
been  given  (Fig.  2),  in  order  to  show  that,  al- 
though in  both  the  bird  and  the  bat  there  is  a 
shoulder-blade,  a  collar-bone,  an  upper  arm,  a 
fore-arm,  a  hand  and  fingers,  yet  tiie  bat's  is 
a  very  different  thing  from  the  bird's :  in  the 
latter  there  are  one  or  two  fingers,  and  the  ex- 
panse of  wing  is  gained  by  the  attachment  of 
long  feathers  to  a  membrane  between  the  an- 
gles formed  by  the  several  bones ;  but  the  bat 
has  five  fingers,  or  rather  four  long  and  slen- 
der fingers,  widely  spread  between  which,  as 
also  between  the  several  bones  of  the  arm  and 
the  side  of  the  body,  even  to  the  legs,  the  deli- 
cate membrane  is  stretched  ;  the  thumb  is  short 
and  bears  a  claw,  by  means  of  which  the  bat 
can  pull  itself  along.  I  once  tamed  a  small 
one,  so  that  as  soon  as  it  saw  me  enter  the  room 
it  would  come  shuttling  over  the  table  to  take 
the  fly  from  my  hand.  It  was  at  first  very 
vicious,  and  snapped  fiercely  at  me;  but  by 
stroking  it  gently  while  its  mouth  was  full  of 
fly,  it  became  comparatively  tame. 

The  delicacy  of  the  skin  of  the  wings  is  won- 
derful;  and  bats  are  supposed  ro  guide  their 
flight  through  gloomy  caverns  and  among  the 
trees,  not  simply  by  actual  contact  with  obsta- 
cles, but  by  perceiving  the  difierence  in  the 
resistance  in  the  air ;  and  one  has  been  known 
to  pass  through  a  cave,  across  which  threads 
were  stretched  in  all  directions,  without  mis- 
placing them. 

No  two  creatures  can  be  more  incongruous 
than  the  ideal  bird  and  the  ideal  reptile ;  the 
one  all  life,  grace,  and  activity ;  the  other  slug- 
gish, heavy,  and  groveling  upon  the  earth. 

And  yet  there  are  several  reptiles  which 
spend  more  or  less  of  their  time  in  the  air ;  and 
there  have  been  some  in  past  ages  which  could 
probably  fly  quite  as  Avell  as  a  bat,  and  were  a 
good  deal  larger  than  our  common  species. 
(Fig.  4.) 

These  extraordinary  animals,  whose  fossil  re- 
mains are  found  in  the  mesozoic  rocks  of  Ger- 
many, numbered  several  species,  ranging  from 
two  to  twenty  feet  in  spread  of  wing,  and  are 
supposed  to  have  been  capable  of  prolonged  and 
vigorous  flight,  as  well  as  of  crawling  upon  the 
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Fio.  4. — Pterodactyle.    {From  W.  Hawkins.) 

earth  ;  they  were,  in  fact,  bat-h'ke  reptiles  ;  but 
the  wing-membrane  was  supported  by  an  enor- 
mously elongated  little  finger  instead  of  by  all 
the  fingers,  as  in  the  true  bat. 

Now  since,  as  has  been  said,  the  bats  are 
true  mammalia,  and  since  man,  so  far  as  his 
earthly  body  is  concerned,  is  likewise  in  all  re- 
spects a  mammal,  there  seems  to  some  persons 
no  reason  why  man  should  not  fly  as  well  as  a 
bat ;  and  no  doubt  the  attempts  to  contrive  an 
apparatus  for  aerial  locomotion  will  continue 
quite  as  long  as  those  no  more  futile  efforts  to- 
ward the  squaring  of  the  circle  and  perpetual 
motion.  Possibly  the  more  zealous  advocates 
of  the  transmutation  theory  are  so  well  con- 
vinced that  the  bats  were  their  remote  ances- 
tors as  to  believe  in  a  possible  "reversion"  of 
a  human  being  to  the  cheiropteran  structure 
and  form ;  but  let  them  bear  in  mind  that  such 
a  creature  could  not  be  in  the  human  form 
divine,  and  that  in  order  to  secure  the  one 
point  of  flight,  he  must  conform  to  one  or  more 
of  the  three  conditions  of  aerial  locomotion. 
These  are  :  1st,  great  expanse  of  alary  organs  ; 
2d,  very  large  muscles  to  move  them ;  Sd,  a 
very  small  body  to  be  moved. 

The  first  of  these  conditions  is  seen  in  the 
butterfly,  whose  wings  are  perfectly  enormous 
compared  with  the  size  of  the  body  ;  but  a  but- 
terfly is  not  a  man. 

And  if  it  is  proposed  to  attach  very  wide 
spread  wings  to  the  arms  of  a  man,  that  will,  in 
the  first  place,  dejirive  him  of  a  most  essential 
organ  and  sign  of  humanity,  the  hand  ;  and,  in 
liie  second  place,  he  lacks  the  muscular  force 
required  to  move  such  wings.  To  work  a  large 
tan,  even,  soon  fatigues  our  muscles,  and  the  fan 
is  but  a  speck  compared  to  the  surface  which 
would  be  required  to  lift  our  body  from  the 
earth. 

Then,  says  the  enthusiastic  disciple  of  Win- 
ship,  let  us  develop  our  pectoral  muscles.  Be- 
fore undertaking  such  a  thing,  let  him  get  an 
ostrich  and  compare  the  weight  of  the  whole 
body  with  the  weight  of  the  pectoral  muscles, 
and  he  will  be  convinced  that  if  the  ostrich  can 
not  fly  the  man  can  still  less.  But  the  ostrich 
lias  no  keel  upon  the  breast-bone,  and  there  is 
no  chance  for  a  complete  development  of  the 
muscles.    That  is  very  true  ;  and  it  may  be 


imagined  that  a  ridge  of  bone  is  formed 
upon  the  human  sternum  high  enough 
to  afford  attachment  to  powerful  mus- 
cles. Well,  that  would  make  our  chest 
just  about  twice  as  deep  from  before 
backward  as  it  is  now,  would  render  a 
friendly  embrace  an  extremely  hard  and 
distant  affair,  would  make  us  incon- 
veniently unsteady  in  our  gait,  and 
would  entail  upon  us  numberless  other 
inconveniences  at  every  moment  of  our 
lives  ;  but,  more  than  all  this,  we  should 
no  longer  be  in  the  human  form ;  it 
would  be  something  more  than  the 
slight  projection  of  the  chest  which  is 
commonly  known  as  chicken-breast;  it 
would  give  our  whole  body  a  proportion  and  an 
arrangement  which  is  wholly  incompatible  with 
corporeal  humanity. 

Well,  but,  persists  the  would-be  flying  man, 
the  keel  upon  the  bat's  breast-bone  is  not  so  very 
large,  and  you  know  Linnaius  considered  it 
enough  like  a  man  in  form  to  rank  M'ith  him 
and  with  the  apes,  in  the  order  Primates.  Ad- 
mitted ;  but  the  bat  fulfills  the  third  of  the 
three  conditions  in  having  a  very  light  body ; 
and  this  lightness  is  only  obtainable  at  the  ex- 
pense of  two  })arts  of  our  bodies  which  few  are 
willing  to  spare,  the  brain  and  the  legs.  With 
a  brain  like  a  bat's,  a  correspondingly  slight 
skull  and  meagre  intellect,  and  with  the  short 
spindle-shanks  which  only  serve  in  creeping  and 
in  hanging  upside  down  from  the  side  of  a  waW, 
perhaps  a  man  might  secure  the  means  of  flying 
in  the  air ;  but  it  is  more  than  probable  that 
neither  his  fellow- creatures  nor  his  Creator 
would  thenceforth  consider  him  a  human  being. 

Ah,  now  we  have  you  !  exclaims  our  imag- 
inary advocate  of  aerial  locomotion  ;  no  matter 
about  the  birds  and  the  bats  and  the  pterodac- 
tyles  of  this  lower  sphere  of  existence  ;  you  be- 
lieve that  men  live  after  death,  as  angels,  and 
all  angels  have  wings. 

That  is  not  yet  proved.  The  angels  of  the 
artists  and  the  poets  have  wings,  but  not  the 
angels  of  either  science  or  revelation.  No 
clear-headed  investigator  has  yet  seen  and  de- 
scribed a  spiritual  being  as  possessed  of  wings  ; 
and  neither  the  Scripture  nor  the  doctrines  re- 
vealed through  Swedenborg  authorize  us  to 
credit  their  existence. 

In  fact,  the  angel  of  the  artist  is  an  impossi- 
ble monster  in  the  eye  of  the  anatomist ;  it  is 
a  creature  with  two  legs  and  two  arms  like  a 
man,  and  with  two  wings  upon  the  shoulders. 
But,  as  we  have  seen,  all  wings,  from  that  of 
the  bird  to  that  of  the  flying-fish,  are  modified 
front  limbs  or  arms,  and  science  refuses  to  al- 
low that  the  same  pair  of  limbs  can  be  at  once 
arms  and  wings. 

No,  it  is  a  solemn  fact,  and  ought  to  be  a 
warning,  that  man,  made  in  the  image  and  like- 
ness of  God,  can  not  take  upon  himself  the  pe- 
culiar powers  of  lower  orders  without  renoun- 
cing his  claim  to  humanity  itself. 

All  the  flying  creatures  which  we  have  thus 
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Fig.  5. — Flying-Squirrel  {Pteromys).    (From  J.  G.  Wood.) 


far  considered  possess  organs  capable  of  action 
upon  and  against  the  air ;  and  their  mode  of 
aerial  locomotion  may  be  relatively  styled  oj- 
fensive ;  but  there  are  others  which  can  emjdoy 
only  defensive  weapons,  or  "parachutes." 

The  flying  capacity  of  the  flying-fishes  is  as 
yet  a  matter  of  doubt.  By  some  observers  they 
are  said  to  simply  leap  from  the  water,  and,  by 
spreading  their  pectoral  fins,  to  skim  along  for 
a  considerable  distance,  gradually  sinking,  how- 
ever, until  they  again  reach  the  surface;  but  oth- 
ers assert  that  the  fins  are  rapidly  vibrated  as  the 
fish  emerges  from  the  water ;  and  others  again, 
that  this  vibration  continues,  and  even  raises  the 
fish  in  its  flight. 

This  last  is,  however,  very  doubtful ;  for  the 
pectorals,  long  and  wide  as  they  are,  yet  seem 
small  compared  to  the  weight  of  the  fish,  which, 
moreover,  is  not  lightened  by  any  such  provi- 
sions as  we  noted  in  birds. 

The  last,  and,  doubtless,  the  most  trust-wor- 
thy account  of  them,  as  given  in  the  Appendix 
to  Agassix's  "Journey  in  Brazil,"  is  different 
from  all  others.  It  is  there  stated  that  "the 
fish  raise  themselves  from  the  surface  of  the 
water  by  repeated  blows  with  the  tail,  and  even 
descend  again  to  the  surface  in  order  to  repeat 
the  movement.  Their  changes  of  direction,  ei- 
ther to  the  right  or  to  the  left,  or  in  rising  and 
descending,  are  not  due  to  the  beating  of  the 
pectoral  fins,  but  simply  to  an  inflection  of  their 
whole  surface  by  contraction  of  the  muscles 
which  move  the  fin-rays.  The  flying-fish  is, 
in  fact,  a  living  shuttle-cock,  capable  of  direct- 
ing its  own  course  by  the  bending  of  its  large 
fins.  Nothing  shows  more  completely  the  free- 
dom of  their  movements  than  the  fact  that,  when 
the  surface  of  the  sea  is  swelling  into  billows, 
they  may  hug  its  inequalities  very  closely,  and 
not  move  in  a  regular  curve — first  ascending 
from,  and  then  descending  to,  the  level  of  the 
water." 


Parachutes  are  found  in  each  of  the  other 
three  vertebrate  classes.  The  birds  constant- 
ly use  their  spread  wings  in  this  manner ;  and 
there  are  several  mammals  which  have  the 
power  of  sliding  downward  through  the  air, 
by  means  of  a  fold  of  skin  upon  each  side  of 
the  body  stretc'hed  between  the  fore  and  hind 
leg.  Of  these  the  best  known  are  the  flying- 
squirrels  {Pt&-oniys)^  of  both  Europe  and  North 
America.  Closely  resembling  them  in  extern- 
al appearance  are  certain  marsujiials  of  Aus- 
tralia— the  flying  phalangers — which  are  also 
endowed  with  a  prehensile  tail. 

Still  a  different  variety  of  parachute  is  found 
among  the  lemurs,  the  lowest  family  of  the  quad- 
rumana.  In  the  flying-lemurs  (Galeopithecus) 
of  the  Indian  Archipelago  the  folds  of  skin  reach 
from  wrist  to  ankle  joint,  and  are  so  ample  as  to 
remind  one  of  a  cloak.  They  are  said  to  climl) 
with  great  agility  by  means  of  their  claw-like 
fingers,  and  the  parachute  enables  them  to  float 
from  tree  to  tree  like  the  flying-squirrel. 

But  the  most  extraordinary  parachute  exists 
in  a  reptile — in  the  little  lizard  called  flying- 
dragon  (iJraro  volans),  of  Africa  and  the  In- 
dian islands. 

Now  this  real  dragon  of  Nature  is  very  dif- 
ferent from  the  fabulous  monsters  of  ignorant 
imaginations.  This  is  depicted  as  endowed 
"with  supernatural  power  and  ferocity,  with  a 
hideous  form  bristling  with  si)inous  crests,  cov- 
ered Avith  scaly  armor,  furnished  with  terrible 
fangs  and  an  envenomed  tongue,  with  spiny 
wings  and  a  barbed  tail,  vomiting  flames ;  the 
guardian  of  hidden  treasure,  or  the  scourge  and 
devastation  of  nations." 

Contrast  all  this  with  the  real  dragon  :  a 
little  harmless  lizard  a  few  inches  in  length, 
whose  destructive  powers  are  limited  to  the  eat- 
ing of  flies,  and  which  has  upon  the  sides  a  cu- 
rious frame-work  of  skin  and  bone  capable  of 
expansion  and  contraction,  and  of  supporting 
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Fig.  6. — Galeopitheetts,  or  Flying-Lemur.  (From 
Schinz.) 

its  weight  as  it  leaps  through  the  air  from  bough 
to  bough. 

It  will  be  seen  that,  unlike  the  parachutes  of 
the  other  species,  this  is  wholly  disconnected 
from  the  limbs,  which  are  free  to  move,  and  car- 
ry it  in  quest  of  its  prey ;  and  a  glance  at  the 
skeleton  shows  that  the  supporting  bony  frame- 
work consists  of  the  creature's  lower  ribs,  which, 
instead  of  curving  forward  and  meeting  a  breast- 
bone in  front,  like  the  upper  ribs,  run  outward 
and  carry  upon  them  a  fold  of  the  skin,  which 
can  be  stretched  by  muscles  moving  the  ribs. 

What,  now,  is  the  conclusion  of  the  whole 
matter  ?  Would  that  I  were  competent  to  ex- 
press in  word?  all  that  I  feel  lies  hidden  in  tlie 
facts  we  have  considered !    They  have  to  me  a 
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very  wide  and  a  very  profound  significance; 
and  in  the  mind  of  God,  who  created  them, 
there  must  be  a  meaning  which  man  may  nev- 
er reach.  Perhaps  the  best  that  I  can  do  is  to 
restate  them  in  general  terms,  and  leave  each 
reader  to  gain  his  own  impressions,  according 
to  his  conceptions  of  God  and  of  Nature. 

There  are  three  media  in,  through,  and  upon 
which  animals  live  and  move ;  there  are  three 
general  modes  of  locomotion  corresponding  to 
them — aquatic,  terrestrial,  aerial.  The  verte- 
brated  animals  have  been,  since  creation,  read- 
ily distinguished  as  Fish  of  the  Sea,  Beasts  of 
the  Earth,  and  Birds  of  the  Air.  But  the  prog- 
ress of  scientific  investigation  has  shown  most 
conclusively  that,  if  the  mode  of  locomotion 
be  alone  regarded,  there  must  be  associated 
creatures  utterly  unlike  in  structure :  the  whales, 
the  turtles,  some  birds,  and  man  himself,  at 
times,  with  the  fishes  ;  the  ostrich  and  other 
walking  birds,  and  some  fish  with  the  quadru- 
peds ;  the  bat,  the  pterodactyle,  and  the  flying- 
fish  with  the  birds. 

It  has  also  been  found  that  for  the  arrange- 
ment of  all  the  more  comprehensive  gioups 
structure  alone  must  be  considered,  and  that 
then  the  vertebrate  animals  may  be  divided 
into  several  classes,  of  which  one,  the  fishes, 
do,  as  to  a  majority  of  their  number,  inhabit 
the  sea,  and  move  by  swimming ;  that  another, 
the  reptiles,  do  typically  live  and  move  upon 
the  earth  ;  that  a  third  class,  the  birds,  are  in 
most  cases  adapted  for  aerial  locomotion ;  and 
that  the  highest  class,  the  mammalia,  seem  to 
return  to  the  earth  again,  but  move  in  a  differ- 
ent Avay  from  the  reptiles. 

But  while  the  internal  and  essential  struc- 
ture of  animals  assigns  them  definitely  to  one 
or  another  of  these  groups,  yet  that  structure 
is  susceptible  of  such  modification  as  to  allow 
the  exterior  to  assume  a  form  and  a  mode 
of  locomotion  suggestive  of  one  of  the  other 
groups.  The  whale  is  essentially  a  mammal, 
yet  it  looks  and  swims  like  a  fish  ;  the  dinornis 
was  essentially  a  bird,  yet  it  could  no  more  fly 
*han  a  cow ;  tl  :  climbing-perch  Is  a  true  fish, 
yet  it  makes  progress  u])on  land  like  n  mnnv 
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mal.  There  are,  as  it  were,  imitations  in  na- 
ture ;  sports  of  the  fancy  they  might  be  called, 
if  speaking  of  human  affairs.  But  when  we 
reflect  that  all  of  this  is  the  work  of  an  om- 
nipotent, all-wise  God,  then  we  can  only  mar- 
vel at  the  facts,  and  look  devoutly  for  their  ex- 
planation. 

Witliont  doubt  each  group  of  animals,  large 
or  small,  from  the  type  to  the  species,  is  the 
material  expression  and  embodiment  of  a  Di- 
vine idea;  doubtless,  too,  there  is  a  deep  sig- 
nificance in  the  relation  we  have  traced  be- 
tween the  leading  groups  and  the  three  media 
of  life.  How  wonderful,  then,  that  the  idea, 
whatever  it  is,  which  is  especially  embodied  in 


the  fish  can  be,  as  it  were,  engrafted  upon  a 
mammal  or  a  bird  ;  and  that  the  idea  which  is 
expressed  in  the  essential  structure  of  a  quad- 
ruped should  be  capable  of  receiving  and  har- 
monizing with  those  which  properly  belong  to 
the  fish  and  the  bird! 

The  movements  of  animals  are  their  active 
life ;  the  dead  structure  can  tell  us  nothing 
certain.  We  may  guess  and  draw  analogies. 
But  it  is  only  by  carefully  attending  to  the  hab- 
its of  the  living  creatures  that  we  can  truly  and 
fully  hope  to  comprehend  the  use  and  the  pur- 
pose of  the  marveloxis  variety  of  beings  w^hich 
constitute  so  large  a  part  of  that  second  revela- 
tion of  God  to  man — Nature. 


THE  ANDES  AND  THE  AMAZON* 


AT  UOMB  ON  THE  AMAZON. 


IN  the  summer  of  1867  a  scientific  expedition 
was  fitted  out,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institute,  to  explore  the  equatorial 
Andes  and  the  valley  of  the  River  Amazon.  It 
consisted  of  five  members,  the  head  being  Mr. 
Orton,  then  Professor  of  Natural  History  in  the 
University  of  Rochester,  now  at  Vassar  Col- 
lege. The  proper  work  of  this  expedition  last- 
ed about  six  months.  Its  collections  in  natural 
history  have  been  examined  and  reported  upon 
by  men  versed  in  the  various  departments,  and 
have  proved  to  be  of  great  value.    Mr.  Orton 

*  TM  Andes  and  tTie  Amazon;  or.  Across  the  Conti- 
nent of  Soiith  America.  By  James  Okton,  Professor 
of  Natiiral  History  iu  Vassar  College.  With  a  new 
Map  of  Equatorial  America,  and  Numerous  Illustra- 
tions. Harper  and  Brothers. 


has  also  prepared  a  volume  giving  in  a  popular 
form  a  narrative  of  the  incidents  of  the  journey, 
and  a  popular  re'sume  of  the  general  results. 
The  main  outlines  of  the  journey  are  these  : 
The  expedition  left  New  York  on  the  1st  of 
July,  crossed  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  went 
down  the  coast  to  Guayaquil,  thence  ascended 
the  western  Cordillera*  to  Quito,  where  it  re- 
mained some  weeks ;  then  ascended  the  east- 
ern Cordillera,  and  descended  through  the  for- 
est on  foot  to  the  River  Napo,  down  which  they 
paddled  to  the  Amazon,  which  they  descended 
by  steamer.  We  propose  to  constitute  ourselves, 


*  Cordillera  ("  Long  Eidge")  denotes  any  particular 
ridge  or  fold  of  the  mountains ;  while  Andes  desig- 
nates the  whole  system. 
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though  invisible  to  our  comrades,  an  honorary 
member  of  this  expedition,  and  to  give  a  rapid 
summary  of  our  observations. 

On  the  19th  of  July  we  drop  anchor  in  front 
of  the  city  of  Guayaquil.  It  lies  about  two  de- 
grees south  of  the  equator,  at  the  head  of  a  bay 
which  sets  sixty  miles  into  the  land,  the  only 
considerable  indentation  which,  for  more  than 
two  thousand  miles,  breaks  the  stern  monotony 
of  the  Pacific  coast  of  South  America.  The 
view  from  deck  is  of  surpassing  beauty.  Front- 
ing the  water  is  a  long  street,  the  buildings 
seemingly  of  solid  marble,  with  airy  balconies 
at  each  story.  But  when  we  land  we  find  that 
all  this  magnificence  is  a  sham.  The  seeming 
marble  palaces  are  of  wood,  covered  within  and 
without  with  plaster.  The  cathedral,  a  photo- 
graphic picture  of  whose  front  rivals  those  of 
the  great  religious  structures  of  the  Old  World, 
is  built  of  these  flimsy  materials.  Few  of  the 
streets  are  paved;  all  are  grass -grown  and 
filthy.  The  only  scavengers  are  flocks  of  buzz- 
ards, who  are  under  the  special  protection  of 
law,  a  heavy  fine  being  imposed  for  killing  one 
of  them.  A  number  of  mule-carts,  half  a  doz- 
en carriages,  one  omnibus,  and  a  hand-car  in 
the  main  street,  comprise  the  wheeled  vehicles 
of  this  commercial  town,  the  popidation  of 
which  is,  and  for  a  generation  has  been,  about 
22,000.  Guayaquil  was  a  European  town  almost 
a  century  before  the  first  tree  was  felled  at  James- 
town, or  the  first  landing  of  the  Dutch  at  New 
York.  It  was  created  a  city  by  the  Emperor 
Charles  V.  in  1535. 

Our  stay  at  Guayaquil  is  brief,  for  we  are 
bound  for  Quito,  300  miles  av/ay  in  the  very 
heart  of  the  Andes ;  thence  we  propose  to  de- 
scend the  eastern  slope  of  the  Cordillera,  strike 
one  of  the  affluents  of  the  Amazon,  and  then 
sail  down  the  broad  waters  to  its  mouth,  thus 
crossing  the  continent  from  west  to  east  at  al- 
most its  broadest  part.  The  750  miles  between 
Quito  and  the  Amazon  pass  mainly  through  a 
country  as  yet  untraversed  by  any  person  who 
could  give  any  adequate  account  of  the  region. 
But  brief  as  was  our  stay  at  Guayaquil,  it  was 
long  enough  for  us  to  experience  the  kindness 
and  courtesy  which  are  the  charming  charac- 
teristic of  the  poorest  as  well  as  the  richest  in- 
habitants of  the  country. 

A  little  Yankee  steamer  runs  for  seventy 
miles  up  the  Guayos  River,  at  whose  mouth 
Guayaquil  is  situated.  Strangely  enough,  the 
Government  of  Ecuador  almost  ignores  the 
steamer,  and  still  sends  the  mails  for  Quito  up 
the  river  in  a  canoe.  Eight  hours  brings  us  to 
Babahoyo,  the  head  of  navigation,  a  village  of 
2000  souls,  whose  principal  occupation  seems  to 
be  cock-fighting.  Here  we  engage  mules  to 
convey  us  half-way  up  the  Andes,  where  we 
must  change  again ;  for  the  muleteers  will  not 
take  their  animals  to  an  altitude  much  above 
that  to  which  they  are  native. 

Traversing  the  lowlands,  we  pass  little  pov- 
erty-stricken hamlets,  the  bamboo  houses  stand- 
ing on  stilts,  as  it  were ;  for  in  the  rainy  season 
a 


their  sites  are  under  water.  For  a  while  we 
skirt  a  forest,  and  then  our  path  strikes  into  its 
depths.  Such  a  forest  can  be  seen  only  in  trop- 
ical regions.  Palms  of  many  species  shoot 
their  feathery  heads  far  aloft ;  the  banana  flings 
out  its  glossy  leaves,  eight  feet  in  length  ;  the 
bamboo,  that  giant  of  grasses,  bends  gracefully, 
its  whole  length  not  seldom  reaching  GO  feet. 
Creeping -plants,  vines,  and  parasites  twine 
around  and  spring  from  every  tree  trunk,  and 
loop  and  coil  themselves  among  the  branches. 
Beneath  this  world  of  foliage,  far  overhead, 
ferns  and  mimosas  cover  the  ground.  The 
tropical  forests  present  a  perpetual  struggle  be- 
tween life  and  death  ;  every  where  flowers  and 
leaves  are  falling,  while  close  beside  them  oth- 
ers are  budding  into  life. 

We  soon  begin  to  climb  the  Andes,  following 
the  only  existing  route  between  Guayaquil,  the 
sea-port,  and  Quito,  the  capital,  of  Ecuador.* 
The  road  grows  narrower  and  rougher  at  every 
mile.  In  the  forest  we  are  obstructed  by  rocks, 
mud,  and  fallen  trees.  Wherever  there  is  a 
level  spot  the  soil  is  worn  by  the  equable  steps 
of  the  beasts  into  a  series  of  ruts  and  ridges  ;  in 
the  steep  places  it  is  only  a  gully  hollowed  out 
by  travel  and  the  torrents  which  pour  down 
them  in  the  rainy  season.  Not  unfrequently  it 
is  a  rocky  staircase  so  narrow  that  a  rider  must 
throw  up  his  legs  to  escape  being  crushed 
against  the  sides. 

So  onward  and  upward  we  go.  Every  now 
and  then  we  met  a  troop  of  mules  and  donkeys 
coming  down  at  headlong  speed,  urged  on  by 
the  cries  and  lashes  of  the  muleteers  behind. 
We  are,  by  pure  accident,  so  far  as  we  are  con- 
cerned, fortunate  in  not  encountering  such  a 
troop  at  some  narrow  defile,  or  where  the  path 
winds  around  the  verge  of  a  precipice  sheering 
down  to  unknown  depths.  For  the  whole  eight 
or  ten  days  betv/een  Babahoyo  and  Quito  we 
must  carry  with  us  every  thing  except  forage 
for  our  beasts.  For  the  first  150  miles  there  is 
not  a  vestige  of  an  inn.  At  night  we  slept, 
wrapped  in  our  ponchos,  in  or  around  some 
tambo  or  mud  hut,  without  doors  or  Avindows. 
The  only  food  which  the  occupant  can  give  us 
is  locra.  the  national  dish  of  the  mountains. 
This  is  simply  potato-soup ;  and  in  the  high 
altitudes  it  is  impossible  to  cook  this  properly, 
for  water  boils  by  the  time  it  becomes  fairly 
warm. 

At  length,  on  the  third  day,  we  reach  Ca- 
mino  lieal,  a  huddle  of  eight  or  ten  dwellings 
perched  upon  the  summit  of  the  first  ridge,  a 
thousand  feet  nearer  the  stars  than  any  peak 
in  the  United  States  east  of  the  Rocky  Mount- 
ains.    From  here  we  have  a  view  which  of 


•  If  we  may  credit  the  accounts  of  the  old  Spanish 
writers,  there  must  be  a  fur  better  route;  for  we  are 
told  that  the  "  lower  road"  of  the  Incas,  rniiiiinf;  alonf? 
the  plain,  climbed  the  Andes,  and  in  connection  with 
the  "upper  road,"  which  traversed  the  eastern  Hank 
of  the  Cordilleras,  formed  a  double  commnniration 
between  Quito  and  Cuzco.  Remains  of  the  ni)per 
road  still  exist;  but  we  find  in  no  modern  work  of 
travel  any  indication  of  this  lower  road. 
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itself  repays  us  for  all  onr  toil.  The  wild 
chaos  of  mountains  and  ravines  is  tumbled  to- 
gether in  unimaginable  confusion.  Looking 
westward,  the  eye  travels  down  the  receding 
slopes,  which  finally  sink  into  the  broad  plains 
which  dip  into  the  Pacific.  In  front,  and  seem- 
ingly barring  our  way,  swells  the  majestic  dome 
of  Chimborazo,  its  white  summit,  which  mortal 
foot  has  never  trod,  and  will  most  likely  never 
tread,  rising,  here  almost  upon  the  equator,  a 
mile  above  the  limit  of  perpetual  snow.  Over- 
head is  a  sky  of  cloudless  blue,  drawn  up  against 


which  is  a  scarcely  visible  dark  speck :  it  is  a 
condor,  Avhose  broad  sail-like  vans,  fifteen  feet 
from  tip  to  tip,  have  borne  him  even  above  the 
summit  of  Chimborazo. 

We  descend  the  side  of  the  Sierra,  and  begin 
the  ascent  of  the  next  range.  Near  Guaranda, 
a  tumble-down  town  almost  9000  feet  above  the 
ocean,  whose  2000  inhabitants  seem  to  have  no- 
thing to  do  but  to  eat  when  they  are  hungry, 
and  wrap  themselves  in  their  ponchos  to  kee]i 
themselves  warm,  we  pass  the  spot  from  which 
Church  took  one  of  the  views  for  his  painting, 
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"The  Heart  of  the  Andes."  We  set  out  this 
day  by  starlight,  for  we  are  to  climb  the  side 
of  Chimborazo,  another  4000  feet ;  and  we  wish 
to  reach  the  top  of  the  pass  before  noon,  for  later 
in  the  day  the  bleak  sandy  pass  is  swept  by  vio- 
lent winds,  and  often  by  storms  of  snow.  Here 
some  of  the  Spanish  conquerors  were  frozen  to 
death. 

Now  Ave  begin  to  descend  rapidly  into  the 
valley  of  Quito.  At  nightfall  of  the  sixtli  day 
we  enter  Ambato,  a  large  town  beautifully  sit- 
uated in  a  ravine  8500  feet  above  the  sea.  Here 
are  shade  trees  and  orchards ;  and,  what  is  of 
more  interest  to  us,  an  inn,  the  first  within  the 
150  miles  which  we  have  traversed.  This  inn 
is  a  good  specimen  of  a  hostelry  in  Spanish 
America.  Around  the  court-yard,  where  the 
cattle  are  fed,  are  three  or  four  rooms  at  the 
service  of  travelers.  The  floors  are  of  brick  ; 
the  walls  plastered,  festooned  with  cobwebs, 
and  swarming  with  fleas.  The  furniture  con- 
sists of  a  chair  or  two,  a  table,  a  bed-frame  of 
boards,  with  a  thin  straw  mat.  There  is  not 
in  all  Ecuador  a  hotel  where  the  landlord  will 
furnish  sheets  or  towels.  The  entire  manage- 
ment is  left  to  a  dirty  Indian  boy,  who  can  not 
be  induced  by  any  amount  of  bribery  to  pro- 
vide a  meal  in  less  than  two  hours.    But  even 
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this  is  a  token  of  advancing  civilization.  T&n 
years  ago  there  was  not  an  inn  in  all  Ecuador; 
now  there  are  seven  towns  each  boasting  a 
posada;  Quito  and  Guayaquil  have  each  two. 
Ambato  is  famous  for  its  fruit,  and  has  even 
some  industry,  the  principal  articles  of  manu- 
facture being  boots  and  shoes. 

Leaving  the  oasis  of  Ambato,  we  traverse  a 
desolate  region  covered  with  volcanic  debris ; 
reach  Tacunga,  a  town  inhabited  mostly  by  In- 
dians, and  famous,  as  Ida  Pfeifler  has  chroni- 
cled, for  its  fleas.  It  is  situated  at  the  foot 
of  Cotopaxi,  Avhich  has  more  than  once  buried 
it  in  showers  of  dust.  Four  times  during  the 
last  century  has  it  been  destroyed  by  earth- 
quakes ;  and  it  is  now  half  in  ruins.  From 
Tacunga  to  Quito  runs  a  fine  carriage-road, 
which  clind)S  u])ward  three  thousand  feet  over 
the  ridge  whicii  forms  the  water-shed  separa- 
ting the  streams  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic 
and  Pacific.  Alternately  descending  and  as- 
cending, we  at  length  reach  the  last  summit 
which  separates  us  from  our  goal.  Above  us, 
on  every  side,  tower  lofty  peaks ;  a  thousand 
feet  below  lies  the  valley  of  Qiuto,  dominated 
at  either  end  by  the  mighty  volcanoes  of  Pi- 
chincha  and  Antisana.  We  ])ass  rapidly  along 
the  broad  road,  thronged  by  cavaliers  in  gay 

ponchos,  Indian  peons 
bowed  down  under 
their  heavy  loads,  and 
long  lines  of  laden 
donkeys.  Through 
green  pastures  and 
fields  of  ripening  grain 
we  pass,  and,  crossing  a 
fine  bridge  wliich  spans 
the  River  Machangara, 
we  enter  Quito. 

The  authentic  his- 
tory of  Quito  goes  back 
well-nigh  a  thousand 
years,  and  is  then  lost 
in  the  night  of  fable. 
In  1475,  when  Colum- 
bus was  dreaming  of 
voyaging  across  the 
unknown  ocean,  Huay- 
na-Capac,  the  great 
Inca  of  Peru,  marched 
from  Cuzco  a  thousand 
miles  to  the  south,  de- 
feated the  monarch  of 
Quito,  took  the  city, 
and  made  it  the  capi- 
tal of  his  great  empire. 
How  this  march  could 
have  been  performed 
is  hardly  conceivable, 
for  there  is  no  reason 
to  suppose  that  a  road 
of  any  kind  existed. 
The  Inca  dominion 
lasted  barely  sixty 
years,  when  it  was  over- 
thrown by  the  Span- 
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iards.  Bat  in  tliat  brief  period  works  were  con- 
structed which  will  rank  among  the  most  stupen- 
dous ever  made  by  human  hands.  Quito  grew 
into  a  magnificent  city.  In  the  words  of  Mr, 
Orton,  "  It  was  the  worthy  metropolis  of  a  vast 
empire  stretching  from  the  equator  to  the  desert 
of  Atacama,  and  walled  in  b}-  the  grandest  group 
of  mountains  in  the  world.  On  this  lofty  site, 
which  amidst  the  Alps  would  be  buried  in  an 
avalanche  of  snow,  but  within  the  tropics  enjoys 
an  eternal  spring,  paUices  more  beautiful  than 
the  Alhanibra  were  erected,  glittering  with  the 
gold  and  emeralds  of  the  Andes."  But  most 
wonderful  of  all  was  the  great  military  road, 
stretching  along  the  flank  of  the  eastern  Cor- 
dillera, from  above  Quito  to  below  Cuzco — 
well-nigh  tifteeu  hundred  miles,*  From  the 
detached  portions  of  it  which  Humboldt  saw,  he 
felt  warranted  in  pronouncing  that  it  vied  with 
the  famous  Roman  military  roads,  Mr.  Orton. 
who  traveled  over  a  portion  of  this  ancient 
road,  says  that  it  "is  well  paved  with  blocks 


*  If  the  accounts  of  Inca  enterprise  rested  merely 
upon  the  relations  of  the  old  Spanish  chroniclers,  we 
might  well  set  them  down  as  gross  exaggerations,  if 
not  sheer  fabrications.  But  those  who  have  read  the 
papers  by  Mr.  E.  G.  Sqnier,  recently  published  in  this 
Magazine,  and  especially  those  who  have  seen  the 
hundreds  of  admirable  photographs  taken  by  him, 
showing  the  present  aspect  of  the  remains  of  the  Inca 
constructions,  will  be  convinced  that  the  chroni- 
clers understated  the  magnitude  of  them.  These 
papers  by  Mr.  Sqnier  are  a  condensed  portion  of  a 
great  work  upon  which  he  has  been  laboring  for 
years.  When  this  work  appears,  we  shall  know 
something  of  the  character  and  extent  of  the  civiliza- 
tion which  was  trampled  under  foot  by  Pizarro  and 
his  brutal  successors. 


of  dark  porphyry.  It  is  not  graded,  iiut  par- 
takes of  the  irregularity  of  the  country.  De- 
signed, not  for  carriages,  but  for  troops  and 
llamas,  there  are  steps  where  the  ascent  is 
steep."  "SVe  can  not  learn  that  there  now 
exist  in  Quito  any  remains  of  Inca  architect- 
ure. "All  its  splendor,"  says  Mr.  Orton, 
"passed  away  with  the  scejitre  of  Atahuallpa. 
Where  the  pavilion  of  the  Inca  once  stood  is 
now  a  gloomy  convent,  and  a  wheat-field  takes 
the  place  of  the  Temple  of  the  Sun. 

The  Quito  of  to-day  is  a  didl  Spanish-Amer- 
ican city  of  some  30,000  inhabitants,  three- 
fourths  of  them  Indians  or  of  mixed  blood — In- 
dian, Spanish,  and  negro.  There  are  two  or 
three  rather  im])osing  public  buildings,  the 
Government  House  and  the  Cathedral  being 
the  principal.  The  dwellings  are  low  Indian 
huts  and  houses  built  of  sun-dried  brick,  none 
of  them  of  more  than  two  stories.  "There  is 
not,"  says  Mr.  Orton,  "in  Quito — and,  for  the 
matter  of  that,  in  all  Ecuador — a  single  chim- 
ney." The  bulk  of  the  population  consists  of 
Cholos,  the  oflfspring  of  Spaniards  and  Indians, 
the  Indian  blood  greatly  predominating.  Con- 
trary to  what  is  usually  held  to  be  the  case, 
they  are  more  enterprising  and  intelligent  than 
their  progenitors  of  either  race.  They  are  the 
soldiers,  artisans,  and  tradesmen  who  keep  up 
the  only  signs  of  life  in  Quito.  In  courtesy 
they  are  fully  equal  to  the  most  decorous  Cas- 
tilian.  Mr.  Hassaurek,  lately  our  Minister  at 
Quito,  gives  the  following  as  a  fair  sample  of  a 
message  which  one  fair  Quitonian  sends  to  an- 
other. "  Go,"  she  says  to  her  servant,  "  to  the 
Senorita  Fulana  de  Tal,  and  tell  her  that  she 
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is  my  heart,  and  the  dear  little  friend  of  my 
soul ;  tell  her  that  I  am  dying  for  not  having 
seen  her,  and  ask  her  why  she  does  not  come 
to  see  me.  Tell  her  that  I  have  been  waiting 
for  more  than  a  week,  and  tiiat  I  send  her  my 
best  respects  and  considerations  ;  and  ask  her 
how  her  husband  is,  and  how  her  children  are, 
and  whether  they  are  all  well  in  the  family. 
And  tell  her  that  she  is  my  little  love  ;  and  ask 
her  will  she  be  kind  enough  to  send  me  the  pat- 
tern which  she  promised  me  the  other  day." 

The  illustrations  which  we  borrow  from  Mr. 
Orton's  book  present  the  general  features  of  the 
aspect  of  the  city,  and  of  some  classes  of  its  in- 
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habitants.  But  at  present  we  have  mainly  to 
do  with  the  Andes,  in  the  very  heart  of  which 
Quito  lies  nestling  under  the  shadow  of  the 
great  volcano  of  Pichincha,  and  sentineled  by 
a  score  of  other  volcanic  peaks.  Por  accounts 
of  climate  and  productions,  of  manners  and  cus- 
toms, we  must  refer  the  reader  to  the  work  of 
Mr.  Orton. 

Taken  in  its  widest  sense,  the  Valley  of  Quito 
is  of  about  the  size  and  shape  of  the  basin  of 
our  Great  Salt  Lake.  Two  parallel  ridges  di- 
vide it  into  three  ])ortions.  The  southern  basin, 
fifty  miles  long,  is  distinguished  for  its  forests  of 
cinchona,  now,  however,  almost  extinct,  most  of 

the  trees  having  been 
killed  for  the  bark ; 
for  its  numerous  Inca 
graves,  and  mines  of 
precious  metals.  The 
middle  basin,  ]oO  miles 
long,  is  a  dreary  region, 
almost  destitute  of  veg- 
etation, except  plants 
of  the  cactus  species. 
It  is  covered  with  vol- 
canic debris — the  out- 
pourings of  Cotopaxi, 
Tunguragua,  and  Altar 
on  one  side,  and  of 
Chimborazo  and  Cara- 
guairazo  on  the  other. 
Then  comes  the  jjroper 
basin  of  Quito,  beautiful 
and  fertile,  lying  9500 
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feet  above  the  level  of  the  Pacific.  In  its  centre, 
just  fifteen  miles  south  of  the  equator,  rests  the 
city,  enjoying  a  climate  of  perpetual  spring.  No 
wonder  that,  when  the  great  Peruvian  Inca  be- 
held the  emerald  expanse  of  this  valley,  lie  re- 
solved to  transfer  thither  the  seat  of  his  empire 
from  far-distant  Cuzco. 

The  Andes  are  altogether  the  most  remarka- 
ble mountain  range  upon  our  globe.  Had  we 
space,  we  would  have  transferred  to  these  pages 
the  chapter,  worthy  of  Hugh  Miller,  in  which 
Mr.  Orton  tells  how  through  ages,  the  centuries 
of  which  no  man  can  number,  it  rose  from  the 
ocean  depths,  and  finally  created,  if  we  may  so 
speak,  the  great  alluvial  valley  of  the  Amazon, 
of  which  we  have  yet  to  speak.  It  was  long 
believed  that  Chimborazo,  thought  to  be  its 
lofiiest  peak,  was  the  loftiest  on  the  globe.  It 
is  now  known  that  Aconcagua,  in  Chili,  over- 
tops it  by  almost  half  a  mile,  and  some  of  the 
Himalaya  summits  by  nearly  two  miles.  But 
the  Himalayas  rise  from  a  high  table-land,  slop- 
ing gradually  upward  for  hundreds  of  miles  ; 
Avhile  the  Andes  rise  steeply  up  on  one  side  from 
the  level  of  the  Pacific,  and  fall  as  steeply  down 
on  the  other  to  the  Valley  of  the  Amazon,  almost 
level  Aith  the  Atlantic.  The  whole  breadth  of 
the  lofty  range  is  little  more  than  sixty  miles. 
Simply  as  a  mountain  range,  measuring  from 
base  to  summit,  the  Andes  maintain  their  pre- 
eminence ;  and  their  greatest  glory  is  in  the 
double  Cordillera  which  bounds  the  basin  of 
Quito. 

Of  the  fifty-one  volcanoes  in  the  long  An- 
dean chain,  twenty  (three  of  them  active,  five 
now  dormant,  and  twelve  apparently  extinct) 
are  on  the  borders  of  this  valley,  in  a  space  of 
two  hundred  and  thirty  miles  in  length  by  thir- 
ty in  breadth.  Besides  these  are  many  lofty 
non-volcanic  peaks.  Twenty-two,  here  ajmost 
upon  the  equator,  are  crowned  with  perpetual 
snow.  Let  us  pass  in  rapid  review  along  this 
circuit  of  volcanoes. 

The  northernmost  is  Imbabura,  at  whose  foot 
lay  the  once  busy  city  of  Otovalo,  utterly  de- 
stroyed in  the  last  great  earthquake.  Abnost 
two  hundred  years  ago  it  burst  out  in  eruption, 
throwing  up  not  lava,  but  mud,  in  which  were 
thousands  upon  thousands  of  fishes,  from  which 
it  appears  to  have  derived  the  name  which  it 
now  bears  (Luba,  a  fish,  and  biira,  to  produce). 
Next,  following  the  eastern  Cordillera,  and  ex- 
sictly  on  the  equator,  is  the  square-topped  Ca- 
yambi,  19,500  feet  high,  its  snow-clad  summit 
in  full  view  from  Quito.  Ten  miles  further 
south  is  the  bald  Guamani  range,  its  culmina- 
ting peak  being  Sara-urcu,  Avhich,  in  1843  and 
1856,  threw  out  vast  quantities  of  ashes.  Close 
by  is  Antisana,  with  its  double  dome,  19,000 
feet  high.  For  3000  feet  it  is  covered  with 
virgin  snow.  The  last  decisive  erui)tion  was 
in  1590,  though  Humboldt  saw  smoke  rising 
from  it  in  March,  1802.  The  imm.ense  lava 
streams  which  mark  its  slopes  show  that  it  must 
once  have  been  a  fierce  volcano.  Up  its  side, 
at  a  height  of  13,300  feet,  is  the  famous  hacien- 


da, which,  with  silver-famed  Potosi,  of  about 
the  same  elevation,  is  the  loftiest  spot  perma- 
nently inhabited  upon  the  globe. 

Passing  Sincholagua  and  Ruminagui,  we 
find  ourselves  looking  up  to  Cotopaxi,  the  most 
beautiful  of  volcanic  peaks.  Its  great  erup- 
tions occur  at  long  intervals ;  but  a  perpetual 
cloud  of  smoke,  constant  rumblings,  and  fre- 
quent showers  of  ashes  show  that  it  is  not  dead, 
but  only  sleeping.  On  its  southern  slope  is  a 
huge  rock,  which  the  Indians  say  was  once  the 
summit  of  the  volcano,  torn  off  and  hurled 
down  by  an  eruption  on  the  day  upon  which 
Atahuallpa  was  murdered  by  Pizarro.  They 
call  this  rock  "The  Inca's  Head."  No  man 
has  ever  looked,  or,  unless  possibly  from  a  bal- 
loon, will  ever  look  into  the  crater  of  Cotoj^axi. 
Next  comes  Tunguragua,  16,500  feet  high,  and 
hardly  less  beautiful  than  Coto])axi.  Its  head 
is  white  with  perpetual  snow,  while  on  its  side, 
10,000  feet  below,  the  sugar-cane  flourishes 
luxuriantly.  A  river  issues  from  the  edge 
of  the  snow,  and  in  three  bounds  lea])s  down 
1500  feet.  It  has  been  at  rest  since  1780;  but 
this  last  eruption  lasted  seven  years. 

Then  comes  Altar,  now  1 7,500  feet  high.  Tra- 
dition affirms  that  it  once  overtopped  Chimbo- 
razo ;  but  after  a  violent  eruption,  which  lasted 
eight  years,  3000  feet  of  its  walls  fell  in.  Its 
ragged  outline  and  eight  arrowy  peaks  evince 
sudden  and  violent  action ;  and  in  a  measure 
confirm  the  tradition. 

Further  on,  and  at  the  southern  end  of  the 
valley,  is  Sangai,  the  most  active  volcano  on  the 
globe.  From  its  inaccessible  crater,  three  miles 
high,  it  has,  ever  since  the  S])aniards  first  saw  it, 
more  than  three  centuries  ago — and  how  much 
longer  no  man  knows — sent  forth  a  perpetual 
stream  of  fire,  water,  mud,  and  ashes.  Its 
ashes  are  almost  constantly  falling  in  Guaya- 
quil, where  the  noise  of  its  explosions  is  some- 
times heard — a  distance  of  a  hundred  miles,  as 
the  crow  flies.  These  explosions  usually  occur 
every  hour  or  two;  but  in  1849  two  hundred 
and  sixty-seven  explosions  are  said  to  have 
been  counted  by  Wisse,  a  competent  French  en- 
gineer, in  a  single  hour.  Stromboli,  on  a  Med- 
iterranean island,  is  the  only  other  known  vol- 
cano that  will  at  all  compare  with  Sangai  for 
continuous  activity ;  but  Stromboli,  })iled  upon 
Etna  and  Vesuvius,  would  hardly  reach  the 
altitude  of  Sangai. 

We  now  cross  the  foot  of  the  valley,  and  as- 
cend the  western  Cordillera,  bearing  in  mind 
that  the  space  between  the  two  ranges  is  only 
about  thirty  miles.  First  comes  Chimborazo, 
the  great  monarch  of  all.  Its  sides,  far  below 
its  snowy  crown,  are  broken  into  deep  fissures. 
In  its  flanks  there  are  rents  in  which  Vesuvius 
might  be  hidden  out  of  sight;  while  its  dome 
of  unsullied  white,  piercing  the  blue  serene,  and 
visible  to  human  eye  for  hundreds  of  miles, 
dominates  over  its  lordly  brotherhood  of  peaks. 

Then,  only  separated  by  a  narrow  valley,  is 
Caraguairazo,  called  by  the  Indians  "the  Wife 
of  Chimborazo,"  probably  about  18,000  feet 
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liigli,  but,  as  measured  by  JIuuiboldt,  more  than 
19,000.  One  hundred  and  seventy  years  ago 
tbe  top  of  this  mountain  fell  in,  and  torrents 
of  mud,  containing  muhitudes  of  fishes,  poured 
out.  This  was  seven  years  after  the  similar 
eru])tion,  already  mentioned,  of  Imbabura.  The 
fish  in  both  cases  were  of  the  same  kind — little 
black  creatures  {PimeJodos  a/clo/mju),  said  to  be 
the  only  species  found  in  all  the  valley.  By 
what  means  they  got  into  these  volcanoes  is  a 
(Question  which  we  commend  to  the  considera- 
tion of  })hiloso[)hers. 

Still  traveling  onward  we  pass  the  double- 


headed  liiniza,  Corazon,  with  its  heurt-sha})ed 
summit  —  both  extinct  volcanoes  —  and  many 
another  summit,  which  in  any  other  part  of  the 
globe  would  be  famous,  and  at  last  reach  J'i- 
chincha,  whose  ever-smoking  crater  is  in  a 
straight  line  only  five  miles  distant  from  Quito. 

Pichincha  is  every  way  a  notable  volcano. 
Some  mighty  convulsion,  antedating  all  history 
or  tradition,  has  hollowed  from  its  summit 
downward  a  deep  crater— or  rather  let  us  say 
funnel.  In  form  and  position  it  is  not  unlike 
the  craters  of  Etna  in  Sicily,  and  Kilauca  in 
Hawaii.    But  while  the  dci)iii  of  the  crater  of 
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Etna  is  but  300  feet,  and  that  of  Kilauea  600, 
that  of  Pichincha  exceeds  2500  feet.  At  the 
top  its  diameter  is  three-quarters  of  a  mile  ;  at 
the  bottom  not  quite  one  quarter.  No  wonder 
that  Humboldt,  who  reached  the  brink,  dared 
not  venture  to  descend,  declaring  that  it  was 
"inaccessible  from  its  great  depth  and  precip- 
itous descent."  In  1844  Senor  Moreno,  since 
President  of  Ecuador,  accompanied  by  Mr. 
Wisse,  a  French  engineer,  and  still  later,  Mr. 
Parrand,  an  American  photographic  artist,  suc- 
ceeded in  making  the  descent.  Saving  these, 
Mr.  Orton  and  his  companions  are  the  only  men 
who,  as  far  as  we  know,  have  reached  the  bot- 
tom of  the  crater  of  Pichincha.  Mr.  Orton's 
first  attempt  was  unsuccessful.  He  was  stopped 
half-way  down  by  a  steep  precipice.  Renewing 
the  effort  a  few  days  later,  he  fully  succeeded. 
He  shall  describe  this  adventure  : 

"On  the  22d  of  October,  1867,  we  returned 
to  Pichincha  with  another  guide,  and  entered 
the  crater  by  a  different  route.  Manuel,  our 
Indian,  led  us  to  the  south  side,  and  over  the 
brink  we  went.  We  were  not  long  in  realizing 
the  danger  of  the  undertaking.  Here  the  snow 
concealed  an  ugly  fissure  or  covered  a  treach- 
erous rock  (for  nearly  all  the  rocks  are  crum- 
bling); there  we  must  cross  a  mass  of  loose 
sand  moving  like  a  glacier  down  the  almost 
vertical  side  of  the  crater;  and  on  every  hand 
rocks  were  giving  way,  and,  gathering  momen- 
tum at  each  revolution,  went  thundering  down, 
leaping  over  precipices,  and  jostling  other  rocks, 
which  joined  in  the  race,  till  they  all  struck  the 
bottom  with  a  deep  rumbling  sound,  shivered 
like  so  many  bomb-shells  into  a  thousand  pieces, 
and  telling  us  what  Avould  be  our  fate  if  we 
made  a  single  miss-step.  We  followed  our  In- 
dian in  single  file,  keeping  close  together,  that 
the  stones  set  free  by  those  in  the  rear  might 
not  dash  those  below  from  their  feet ;  feeling 
our  way  with  the  greatest  caution,  clinging  with 
our  hands  to  snow,  sand,  rock,  tufts  of  grass, 
or  any  thing  that  would  hold  for  a  moment ; 
now  leaping  over  a  chasm,  now  letting  our- 
selves down  from  rock  to  rock ;  at  times  para- 
lyzed with  fear,  and  always  with  death  staring 
us  in  the  face ;  thus  we  scrambled  for  two 
hours  and  a  half,  till  we  reached  the  bottom  of 
the  crater. 

"Here  we  found  a  deeply-furrowed  plain, 
strewn  with  ragged  rocks,  and  containing  a  few 
patches  of  vegetation,  -with  half  a  dozen  species 
of  flowers.  In  the  centre  is  an  irregular  heap 
of  stones,  two  hundred  and  sixty  feet  high  by 
eight  hundred  in  diameter.  This  is  the  cone 
of  eruption — its  sides  and  summit  covered  with 
an  imposing  group  of  vents,  seventy  in  num- 
ber, all  lined  with  sulphur,  and  exhaling  steam, 
black  smoke,  and  sulphurous  gas.  The  tem- 
perature of  the  vapor  just  within  the  fumarole. 
is  184°,  water  boiling  beside  it  at  189°.  The 
central  vent,  or  chimney,  gives  forth  a  sound 
like  the  violent  bubbling  of  boiling  water.  As 
we  sat  on  this  fiery  mount,  surrounded  by  a 
circular  rampart  of  rocks,  and  looked  up  at  the 


j  immense  towers  of  dark  dolerite  which  ran  up 
almost  vertically  to  the  height  of  twenty-five 
hundred  feet  above  us,  musing  over  the  tre- 
mendous force  \Yhich  fashionec'  this  awful  am- 
phitheatre— spacious  enough  for  all  the  gods  of 
Tartarus  to  hold  high  carnival  —  the  clouds 
which  hung  in  the  thin  air  around  the  crest  of 
the  crater  pealed  forth  thunder  after  thunder, 
which,  reverberating  from  precipice  to  preci- 
pice, were  answered  by  the  crash  of  rocks  let 
loose  by  the  storm,  till  the  whole  mountain 
seemed  to  tremble  like  a  leaf.  Such  acoustics, 
mingled  Avith  the  flash  of  lightning  and  the 
smell  of  brimstone,  made  us  believe  that  we 
had  fairly  got  into  the  realm  of  Pluto.  It  is 
the  spot  where  Dante's  Inferno  ought  to  be  read. 

"  Finishing  our  observations,  and  warming 
our  dinner  over  the  steaming  crevices,  Ave  pre- 
pared to  ascend.  The  escape  from  this  horrid 
hole  was  more  perilous  than  the  entrance,  and 
on  reaching  the  top  Ave  sang,  Avith  grateful 
hearts,  to  the  tune  of  '  Old  Hundred,' 

"  '  Praise  God,  from  whom  all  blessings  floAV.' 

"We  doubt  whether  that  famous  tune  and 
glorious  doxology  A\'ere  ever  sung  so  near  to 
heaven." 

Since  the  Conquest  there  have  been  five 
eruptions  of  Pichincha,  the  last  being  in  1660. 
That  of  1566  covered  Quito  three  feet  deep 
Avith  stones  and  ashes,  Avhile  boiling  water 
and  bitumen  descended  in  torrents.  In  1867 
the  column  of  smoke  did  not  rise  above  the 
crest  of  the  crater.  But  since  then  the  volcano 
has  shoAvn  symptoms  of  increased  activity.  In 
Marcb,  1868,  its  rumbling  was  audible  at  Quito. 
Since  the  great  earthquake  of  August  16,  1868, 
the  volcano  has  continued  to  pour  forth  dense 
volumes  of  smoke,  and  so  much  fine  sand  that 
it  has  been  impossible  to  reach  the  crater. 

It  is  notCAvorthy  that  for  many  ages  no  one 
of  the  Ecuadorean  volcanoes  has  emitted  lava. 
The  ejections  have  been  sand,  mud,  and  boil- 
ing Avater.  But  it  is  clear  that  long  ago  lava 
and  stones  were  also  flung  out. 

We  must  now  leave  Quito  and  the  Andes,  in 
order,  in  imagination,  to  accompany  Mr,  Orton 
and  his  party  through  the  almost  uninhabited 
regions  east  of  the  Andes  to  the  Amazon,  and 
thence  doAvn  that  great  river  to  its  mouth  in  the 
Atlantic.  But  one  of  our  number,  and  perhaps 
the  most  loA'ed  of  all,  is  left  behind — or  rather, 
let  us  say,  has  gone  before.  On  the  8th  of 
September  Avas  laid,  in  the  plot  of  ground  lately 
set  apart  for  the  resting-place  of  foreigners  Avho 
do  not  die  in  the  Romish  faith,  all  that  Avas  moi;- 
tal  of  Phineas  Stanton. 

The  region,  as  large  as  Ncav  York  and  Ncav 
England,  commonly  knoAvn  as  the  Napo  Coun- 
try, from  its  main  river,  an  affluent  of  the  Am- 
azon, is  claimed  by  both  Ecuador  and  Peru, 
though  neither  republic  exercises  any  ])ractical 
control  over  it.  It  is  covered  by  a  dense  pri- 
meval forest,  scantily  peopled  by  Avild,  uncivil- 
ized races.  There  was  not  in  all  Quito  a  man 
who  could  give  any  positive  information  as  to 
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the  greater  part  of  the  route.  A  few  petty 
traders  had  penetrated  as  far  as  the  Napo, 
and  could  tell  something  about  the  first  hun- 
dred miles  ;  but  for  the  remaining  five  hundred 
nobody  had  any  thing  to  say,  except  the  consol- 
ing assurance  that  if  we  escaped  the  fever  we 
Avould  probably  be  murdered  by  the  savages. 
One  thing  was  certain  :  we  must  take  our  pro- 
visions with  us,  and  that  for  most  of  the  way 
these,  and  all  other  impedimenta,  must  be  borne 
by  peons.  For  the  first  forty  miles  there  is  a 
road  just  passable  for  horses  ;  the  remaining 
distance  to  the  river  must  be  performed  on 
foot. 

Papallacta,  the  terminus  of  the  road,  is  an 
Indian  village  of  some  thirty  huts.  Here  we 
succeeded  in  engaging  our  human  beasts  of  bur- 
den. Thence  the  journey  to  the  Napo  occu- 
pied thirteen  days,  including  four  of  rest.  Be- 
sides his  supply  of  roasted  corn  and  meal  for 
the  journey,  estimated  at  twenty-five  pounds,  a 
peon  will  carry  a  weight  of  seventy-five  pounds. 
The  package,  whatever  it  may  be,  is  bound  to 
his  back  by  withes,  passing  across  the  forehead 
and  chest.  Twenty  peons  were, engaged,  each 
of  whom  receiving  five  dollars  for  the  journey — 
he  finding  his  own  provisions.  The  engagement 
was  most  faithfully  kept. 

The  journey  was  a  strange  one.  The  trail 
led  through  a  dense  forest,  up  steep  ascents  and 
down  deep  ravines.  The  track  was  every  where 
slippery  with  mud,  often  two  feet  deep.  A  per- 
petual mist  enveloped  all.  Dampness  pervaded 
every  thing.  Our  watches  stopped,  and  we 
could  estimate  time  only  by  the  Indian  meth- 
ods— the  most  accurate  measurement  being  the 
time,  a  little  more  than  half  an  hour,  which  a 
chew  of  coca  would  last.  The  heavily-loaded 
peons,  however,  kept  patiently  on,  always  going 
as  far  as  their  employers  were  willing  to  allow. 
When  night  came,  in  ten  minutes  they  would 
build  a  booth  thatched  with  palm  leaves.  Per- 
haps the  most  notable  thing  was  the  utter  ab- 
sence of  animal  life.  Hardly  a  living  thing 
was  seen  except  butterflies,  fire-flies,  and  bee- 
tles. The  only  quadruped  we  saw  for  thirteen 
days  was  a  long-tailed  marten. 

Archidona,  the  largest  village  in  the  whole 
Napo  country,  containing  five  hundred  souls, 
ivas  the  end  of  the  journey  of  this  band  of  peons, 
[t  was  founded  in  15G4,  and  has  been  for  two 
hundred  years  a  missionary  station.  Here  is  a 
rude  church,  with  belfry,  portico,  chancel,  and 
images.  Every  morning  and  evening,  at  the 
tmkling  of  a  bell,  rung  by  the  priest — or  rather 
bishop,  as  he  is  called  by  Mr.  Orton — the  whole 
population  came  running  to  the  church,  where 
they  sang  and  prayed.  We  wonder  if  the 
Bishop  of  Archidona  is  among  the  prelates  now 
assembled  in  the  Gicnmenical  Council  at  Kome  I 

Here  a  new  set  of  peons  was  engaged  for  the 
remaining  sixteen  miles  to  Napo,  a  village  of 
eighty  families.  On  the  way  we  saw  our  first 
serpent  since  leaving  Quito ;  it  was  a  wholly 
harmless  creature,  sluggish,  but  very  beautiful. 
From  Napo  a  few  canoes  go  down  the  river  to  i 
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the  Amazon,  after  salt  and  urari,  a  kind  of  poison 
with  which  the  natives  anoint  their  blowpipe 
arrows.  There  is  something  peculiar  in  this 
poison.  A  tiny  arrow  tipped  with  it  will  kill 
an  ox  in  twenty  minutes ;  but  it  is  harmless  to 
man  and  all  salt-eating  animals.  Salt  is  a 
special  antidote  to  the  poison  of  the  urari 
Fi  'om  here,  to  paddle  down  to  the  Amazon 
takes  twenty  days ;  to  pole  up  requires  three 
months.  At  Napo  we  found  a  countryman, 
George  Edwards,  a  native  of  Connecticut.  He 
has  been  for  thirteen  years  in  this  region,  and 
has  settled  himself  down  as  a  cultivator  of  va- 
nilla. 

On  the  20th  of  November  we  set  out  from 
Napo,  hiring  three  canoes  and  eight  Indians 
to  take  us  to  Santa  Rosa,  eighty  miles  below, 
pro])erly  the  head  of  navigation  of  the  river. 
The  current  runs  furiously.  Seven  hours  was 
sufficient  to  carry  us  down ;  our  canoe-men 
will  be  obliged  to  spend  a  full  week  in  poling 
back.  We  paid  them  twenty-four  yards  of 
lienzo,  a  coarse  kind  of  cotton  cloth,  worth  in 
Quito  fifteen  cents  a  yard.  At  Santa  Rosa 
we  hired  two  canoes  and  four  Indians  to  take 
us  down  to  the  Amazon.  The  price  for  each 
canoe  and  each  Indian  is  twenty-five  yards  of 
lienzo.  Unluckily  we  had  only  fifty  yards  left ; 
but  we  finally  persuaded  the  Indians  to  take  the 
balance  in  coin. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day  we  reached 
the  little  village  of  Coca,  the  last  which  we  were 
to  see  until  we  came  to  the  Amazon.  The  vil- 
lage is  a  new  one,  having  been  founded  only 
twenty  years  ago.  It  contains  half  a  dozen 
bamboo  huts,  a  government  house,  church,  al- 
calde's residence,  and  a  sugar-mill.  The  al- 
calde was  a  lazy  fellow,  who  spent  most  of  his 
time  swinging  in  his  hammock,  usually  drunk 
or  asleep.  The  site  of  Coca  is  memorable  in 
history.  Here,  in  1540,  Gonzalo  Pizarro  halt- 
ed and  built  the  vessel  in  which  Orellana  sailed 
down  to  the  great  stream  to  which  he  gave  the 
name  of  the  Amazon — because,  as  he  affirmed, 
he  there  encountered  a  race  of  female  warriors. 
This  vessel,  which  Prescott,  following  the  old 
Spanish  chroniclers,  calls  a  brig,  we  imagine, 
notwithstanding  their  accounts,  to  have  been 
merely  a  great  raft.  Here  we  fitted  out  our 
craft  for  the  voyage  of  five  hundred  miles  down 
the  Napo.  Our  preparations  were  quite  sim- 
ple, taking  only  two  days.  The  two  canoes, 
each  thirty  feet  long,  we  put  five  feet  apart,  and 
over  them  built  a  bamboo  platform,  upon  which 
we  erected  a  hut,  open  at  the  sides,  and  with  a 
palm-thatched  roof.  A  rudder,  and  a  box  of 
sand  to  serve  as  a  fire-place,  completed  our 
equipment. 

There  was  nothing  of  adventure  on  this  voy- 
age. The  river,  indeed,  runs  rai)idly ;  but  the 
sounding  cataracts  and  rock-bound  shores  of 
which  the  Spaniards  speak  are  pure  fictions. 
We  paddled  usually  twelve  hours  a  day,  mak- 
ing, on  an  average,  about  fifty  miles.  The  riv- 
er spreads  out  broadly,  and  is  every  where  stud- 
ded by  plaias,  or  low  islands.    We  always  land- 
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ed  for  the  night  upon  one  of  these,  in  order  to 
be  sure  that  we  should  not  receive  a  visit  from 
hostile  Indians,  or  the  still  less  welcome  jaguar. 

Toward  the  mouth  of  the  river  these  islands 
become  the  resort  of  turtles,  for  the  purpose  of 
laying  their  eggs.  The  Indians  are  very  ex- 
pert in  finding  the  nests  of  these  creatures. 
Following  the  trail  plowed  in  the  sand,  they 
thrust  a  sharp  stick  into  the  soil.  Whenever 
it  goes  down  easily  they  know  that  there  is  a 
turtle-nest  below ;  and  a  few  minutes'  digging 
is  sure  to  bring  them  to  the  eggs.  These  are 
about  the  size  of  a  hen's  egg,  covered  by  a 
parchment-like  shell.    The  yolk  is  oily,  and 


the  white  does  not  coagulate  in  boiling.  The 
nests  which  we  found  contained  each  quite  a 
hundred  eggs ;  but  this  number  is  frequently 
exceeded.  The  Indians  ate  them  raw:  we 
used  them  chiefly  in  making  corn-cakes.  These 
eggs,  a  few  fish,  and  one  or  two  stray  wild  hogs 
and  deer,  were  the  only  additions  made  on  the 
journey  to  our  commissariat  department.  In 
fact,  so  nicely  were  our  supplies  graduated  to 
our  time  and  distance  that,  upon  arriving  at  the 
first  village  on  the  Amazon,  we  found  that  we 
had  just  food  enough  for  one  good  farewell  din- 
ner. "  Had  we  de])ended  u])on  Hnding  j)rovi- 
sions  upon  the  road,"  says  Mr.  Orton,  emphat- 
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ically,  "we  must  luive  perislied  from  sheer 
hunger." 

On  the  10th  of  December,  a  month  and  a 
half  from  the  day  when  we  left  Quito,  our  In- 
dians shouted,  in  their  quiet  w'ay,  Marafion ! 
We  had  reached  the  great  river.  And  yet  it 
did  not  seem  so  very  great,  after  all.  It  was 
scarcely  broiider  than  the  stream  down  which 
we  had  been  sailing.  ]5ut  the  Na])0  ])ouring 
into  the  Amazon  made  no  apparent  accession 
to  its  volume.  We  had  yet  to  grow  into  a  com- 
prehension of  this  great  e([uatorial  stream,  which 
cuts  its  way  through  the  dense  forests  for  more 


than  two  thousand  miles,  with  a  channel  decj) 
enough  to  float  the  largest  ship,  draining  in  its 
course  the  greatest  basin  on  the  globe. 

Tebas,  on  the  Amazon,  about  thirty  miles  be- 
low the  mouth  of  the  Napo,  is  a  stop])ing-place 
of  the  little  Peruvian  steamers,  which,  starting 
from  Tabatinga,  the  frontier  town  of  Brazil, 
make  monthly  voyages  up  the  great  river  for 
four  hundred  miles.  Here  the  romance  of  our 
journey  ended,  the  j)assage  down  the  Amazon 
to  its  mouth  being  made  by  steam.  These  Pe- 
ruvian steamers  run  down  stream  at  the  rat? 
of  eighteen  miles  an  hour;  up  stream,  against 
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the  strong  current,  they  can  make  but  twelve. 
Between  Pebas  and  Tabatinga,  a  distance  of  a 
hundred  and  fifty  miles,  there  are  but  four  lit- 
tle villages,  inhabited  mostly  by  Indians.  The 
Brazilian  outpost  has  a  fort  of  considerable 
strength,  but  besides  the  government  buildings 
there  are  scarcely  a  dozen  houses,  although 
many  Indians  dwell  in  the  neighboring  forests. 

On  the  12th  of  December  we  embarked  at 
Tabatinga  on  a  Brazilian  steamer,  and,  making 
one  change  of  boat,  arrived  on  the  24th  at  Para, 
the  sea-port — our  whole  time  in  descending  the 
Amazon  having  been  fifteen  days.  The  scen- 
ery, as  seen  from  the  deck  of  a  steamer,  is  to 
the  mere  spectator  monotonous  in  the  extreme. 
We  see  a  vast  volume  of  smooth  yellow  water, 
upon  which  float  trees  and  beds  of  water-grass, 
and  low,  narrow,  Avooded  islets.  Upon  each 
bank  there  is  a  continuous  forest,  hardly  bro- 
ken by  any  signs  of  human  life,  saving  here  and 
there  the  hut  of  a  rubber-gatherer,  or  now  and 
then  a  little  town.  Overhead  is  a  cloudless 
sky,  occasionally  broken  by  flocks  of  parrots. 
This  is  all  that  meets  the  bodily  eye.  But  the 
lover  of  nature  can  never  tire  of  gazing  at  the 
mighty  forests,  with  their  ever-varying  forms ; 
for  it  is  a  peculiarity  of  the  equatorial  forests 
that  one  rarely  sees  two  trees  of  the  same  kind 
growing  together.  The  philosophic  observer, 
looking  with  the  mind's  eye,  sees  in  the  future 
busy  towns,  and  hears  the  hum  of  industry 
arising  in  these  vast  soli- 
tudes. 

We  are  wont  to  compare 
the  Amazon  with  the  Missis- 
sippi. But  in  one  essential 
feature  the  two  rivers,  and  the 
valleys  drained  by  them,  are 
exact  opposites.  The  course 
of  the  Mississippi  is  from 
north  to  south ;  so  that  the 
voyager  down  its  stream 
passes  in  rapid  succession 
from  the  cold  regions  where 
wheat  will  not  grow,  through 
corn-fields,  tobacco  farms, 
cotton  plantations,  and  sugar 
estates.  The  direction  of  the 
Amazon  for  the  greater  part 
of  its  course  is  due  east. 
From  the  head  of  its  delta 
almost  to  the  foot  of  the 
Andes,  a  distance  of  2500 
miles,  it  nowhere  varies  more 
than  a  degree  from  the  third 
parallel  of  south  latitude  ;  the 
elevation  in  no  case  exceed- 
ing 500  feet,  so  that  its  pro- 
ductions are  all  of  the  same 
species. 

The  region  drained  by  the 
Amazon  has  an  area  of  two 
and  a  half  millions  of  square 
miles — twice  that  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. It  is  equal  to  all 
the  United  States  east  of  the 


Rocky  Mountains,  or  nearly  to  the  whole  of 
Europe,  leaving  out  Russia.  Almost  the  whole 
of  this  region  is  capable  of  supporting  a  dense 
population.  It  is  safe  to  say  that,  if  fully  peo- 
pled, it  could  feed  four  hundred  millions.  Its 
present  population  can  not  exceed  four  hundred 
thousand. 

Let  us,  following  in  brief  abstract  the  ac- 
count of  Mr.  Orton,  touch  upon  some  prominent 
characteristics  of  this  great  ocean  river.  It 
rises  in  the  little  Peruvian  Lake  of  Lauricocha, 
just  below  the  limits  of  perpetual  snow.  For 
500  miles  it  flows  swiftly  through  a  deep  val- 
ley. Then,  turning  sharply  eastward,  it  runs 
2500  miles  across  the  great  equatorial  plain. 
Two  thousand  miles  above  its  mouth  its  width 
is  a  mile  and  a  half,  increasing  to  more  than 
ten  miles  at  the  head  of  the  delta,  where  it 
divides,  and,  after  running  400  miles,  presents 
a  front  of  L50  miles  upon  the  ocean.  For  a 
great  distance  it  is  bordered  by  side-channels 
or  "bayous,"  as  they  are  called  upon  the  Mis- 
sissippi, named  by  the  Indians  igarapes^  or 

canoe-paths."  From  Santarem,  the  principal 
toM'n  above  Para,  one  may  paddle  a  thousand 
miles  parallel  to  the  river  without  once  enter- 
ing the  stream.  For  twenty-five  degrees  of  lat- 
itude every  river  that  flows  down  the  eastern 
slope  of  the  Andes  is  an  affluent  of  the  Amazon. 
It  is  as  though  all  the  rivers  from  Mexico  to 
Oregon  united  their  waters  in  the  Mississippi. 
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A  half  score  of  these  tributaries  are  larger — the 
Danube  excepted — than  any  European  river 
out  of  Russia.  The  volume  of  its  waters  is 
greater  even  than  the  breadth  of  the  river  would 
indicate.  At  Nauta,  2200  miles  from  its  mouth, 
the  depth  is  40  feet,  increasing  rapidly  as  it  ap- 
proaches the  ocean.  The  largest  ocean  steam- 
er could  doubtless  steam  2000  miles  up  the 
Amazon. 

The  vegetation  of  the  valley  is  exuberant. 
There  is  a  bewildering  diversity  of  grand  and 
beautiful  trees,  a  wild,  unconquered  race  of  veg- 
etable giants,  draped  and  festooned  by  creeping 
plants.  The  moment  you  land  upon  the  shore 
you  are  confronted  by  a  solid  wall  of  vegetation, 
through  wliich,  if  you  wish  to  proceed,  you  must 
hew  your  way  with  axe  or  macheta.  Palms,  of 
which  thirty  varieties  are  noted,  constitute  the 
majority  of  trees.  Then  there  are  "  cow-trees, " 
a  hundred  and  fifty  feet  high,  yielding  a  milk 
of  the  consistency  of  cream,  used  for  tea,  coffee, 
and  custards.  The  "caucho,"  or  rubber-tree, 
though  of  a  different  species  from  that  of  the 
East  Indies,  produces  , a  gum  which  constitutes 
most  of  the  rubber  of  commerce.  Agassiz  puts 
this  tree,  forty  or  eighty  feet  high,  in  the  same 
class  with  the  "  milk-weed"  of  our  American 
pastures.  Of  ornamental  woods  there  is  no 
end.  Foremost  among  these  is  the  Moira- 
Pinijna,  or  "tortoise-shell  wood,"  the  most 
beautiful  in  grain  and  color  of  any  in  the 
world.  Enough  of  this  is  wasted  every  year 
to  veneer  all  the  dwellings  of  the.  civilized 
world.  For  many  years  to  come  the  exports 
of  the  Amazon  Valley  must  be  mainly  the  pro- 


ducts of  its  forests.  Yet,  strangely  enough,  tim- 
ber is  now  one  of  the  chief  articles  of  im])ort  at 
Para.  A  city  of  35,000  inhabitants,  lying  on 
the  verge  of  a  great  forest,  buys  pine  boards 
from  far-away  Maine  !  This  folly  will  in  time 
come  to  an  end.  Contrary  to  all  that  we  might 
expect,  the  climate  of  the  Amazon  Valley  is  tem- 
perate rather  than  tropical.  It  is  more  equable 
than  in  any  other  region  of  the  world.  Year  in 
and  year  out  it  ranges  from  74°  to  87° — the  fair 
mean  being  80°. 

Of  the  native  races  in  this  region  we  have 
not  space  to  speak  at  length.  Mr.  Orton  tells 
of  them  all  that  is  now  known.  Their  color  is 
that  of  mahogany ;  hair  black,  straight,  and 
thick  ;  forehead  low,  but  broad  ;  hands  and 
feet  small ;  of  medium  stature,  but  thick-set. 
Their  dwellings  are  a  frame-work  of  poles, 
thatched  with  palm  leaves  ;  the  walls  some- 
times latticed  and  plastered  with  mud ;  furni- 
ture chiefly  hammocks  and  earthen  vessels. 
Along  the  Middle  Amazon  the  men  wear 
trowsers  and  shirts  of  white  cotton,  the  wo- 
men short  calico  petticoats  and  loose  che- 
mises ;  the  hair  is  knotted  at  the  crown  of 
the  head,  where  it  is  confined  by  a  comb. 
The  wild  tribes,  north  and  south,  go  nearly 
naked,  or  wear  ponchos  made  of  cotton  or 
the  bark  of  trees.  Saving  that  they  are  quiet 
and  peaceable,  they  come  as  near  to  the  pure 
savage  state  as  any  people  on  the  globe.  The 
few  who  have  come  in  contact  witli  the  whites 
have  acquired  many  of  the  vices  and  none  of 
the  virtues  of  civilization.  Mr.  Orton  believes 
that  the  Valley  of  the  Amazon  is  not  their  orig- 
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inal  home.  At  all  events  they  do  not  increase 
there.  It  is  rare  to  find  a  family  with  as  many 
as  four  children.  Nothing  can  be  clearer  than 
that  they  or  their  descendants  are  not  to  be  the 
ones  who  will  iiopulate  these  vast  regions,  which 
for  ages  have  been  awaiting  men  to  till  them. 

Mr,  Fletcher — who  furnishes  a  brief  intro- 
duction to  the  work  of  ^Ir.  Orton,  and  who  of 
all  men  is  best  qualified  to  speak  upon  the  sub- 
ject— says : 

"His  interesting  and  valuable  volume  hard- 
ly needs  any  introduction  or  commendation, 
for  its  intrinsic  merit  Avill  exact  the  approba- 
tion of  every  reader.  Scientific  man,  and 
tourists  who  seek  for  new  routes  of  travel,  will 
appreciate  it  at  once  ;  and  I  trust  that  the  time 
is  near  at  hand  when  our  mercantile  men,  by 
the  perusal  of  such  a  work,  will  see  how  wide 
a  field  lies  before  them  for  future  commercial 
enterprise.  This  portion  of  the  tropics  abounds 
in  natural  resources  which  only  need  the  stim- 
ulus of  capital  to  draw  them  forth  to  the  light ; 
to  create  among  the  natives  a  desire  for  arti- 
cles of  civilization  in  exchange  for  the  crude 
productions  of  the  forest;  and  to  stimulate 
emigration  to  a  healthy  region  of  perpetual 
summer. 

"  It  seems  as  if  Providence  were  opening  the 
way  for  a  great  change  in  the  Valley  of  the 
Amazon.  Three-fourths  of  Brazil,  one-half  of 
Bolivia,  two-thirds  of  Peru,  three-fourths  of 
Ecuador,  and  a  portion  of  Venezuela  are  wa- 
tered by  this  river.  Riches,  minei-al  and  veg- 
etable, of  inexhaustible  sui)])ly  have  been  here 
locked  up  for  centuries.  Brazil  held  the  key, 
but  it  was  not  until  under  the  rule  of  their 
present  constitutional  monarch,  Don  Pedro  XL, 
that  the  Brazilians  awoke  to  the  necessity  of 


opening  this  glorious  region.    Steamers  were 
introduced  in  1853,  subsidized  by  the  govern- 
ment.   But  it  is  to  a  young  Brazilian  states- 
man, Sr.  A.  C.  Tavares  Bastos,  that  belongs 
the  credit  of  having  agitated  the  opening  of  the 
Amazon,  until  ])ublic  opinion,  thus  acted  upon, 
produced  the  desired  result.    In  May,  1868, 
I  gave  several  indices  of  a  more  enlightened 
policy  in  Brazil,  and  stated  that  the  opening 
of  the  Amazon,  which  occurred  on  the  7th  of 
September,  18G7,  and  by  which  the  great  river 
is  free  to  the  flags  of  all  nations,  from  the  At- 
lantic to  Peru,  and  the  a])rogation  of  the  mo- 
nopoly of  the  coast-trade  from  the  Amazon  to 
the  Rio  Grande  do  Sul,  whereby  4000  miles  of 
Brazilian  sea-coast  are  open  to  the  vessels  of 
every  country,  can  not  fail  not  only  to  develop 
the  resources  of  Brazil,  but  will  prove  of  great 
benefit  to  the  bordering  Hispano-American  re- 
publics, and  to  the  maritime  nations  of  the 
earth.    The  opening  of  the  Amazon  is  the  most 
significant  indication  that  the  leaven  of  the 
narrow  monopolistic  Portuguese  conservatism 
has  at  last  worked  out.    Portugal  woidd  not 
allow  Humboldt  to  enter  the  Amazon  Valley 
in  Brazil.    The  result  of  the  new  policy  is  be- 
yond the  most  sanguine  expectation.    The  ex- 
ports and  imports  for  Para  for  October  and 
November,  18G7,  were  double  those  of  18GG. 
This  is  but  tlie  beginning.     Soon  it  will  be 
found  that  it  is  far  cheaper  for  Bolivia,  Peru, 
Ecuador,  and  Ne"\v  Granada,  east  of  the  Andes, 
to  receive  their  goods  from,  and  to  export  their 
India  rubber,  cinchona,  etc.,  to  the  United 
States  and  Europe,  via  the  great  water  high- 
way which  discharges  into  the  Atlantic,  than 
by  the  long,  circuitous  route  of  Caj)e  Horn  or 
the  trans-Isthmian  route  of  Panama." 
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THE  ISLE  OF  WIGHT.— L 
"  XpilOM  America— ah!  Didn't  happen  to 
X;  know  my  brother  there,  did  you  ?  Went 
to  California  about  fifteen  years  ago.  We 
haven't  heard  from  him  for  three  years  ;  then 
he  was  in  St.  Louis."  What  American  travel- 
ing in  England  has  not  had  the  question  asked 
him  ?    It  seems  a  cerebral  impossibility  for  the 


average  Englishman  to  realize  the  diflference  in 
size  between  America  and  these  islands.  The 
civil  Avar  did,  indeed,  teach  the  English  a  great 
deal  about  America  l)cfore  unknown.  I  fancy 
if  Mr.  Seatonand  the  National  Intelli<jencer  could 
return  to  life  he  would  not  again  be  asked,  in  a 
meeting  of  editors  in  London,  whether  Wash- 
ington was  not  in  the  United  States  ;  and  it 
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has  been  now  six  years  since  I  have  encount- 
ered a  party  astonished  at  the  discovery  that 
the  inhabitants  of  America  are  not  all  col- 
ored. But  the  man  who  expects  you,  just  after 
you  have  said  you  hail  from  Boston,  to  give  him 
intelligence  of  his  brother  in  New  Orleans,  seems 
destined  to  survive  for  some  time  yet.  He  will 
not  pass  away  any  more  than  Smith  in  America, 
whose  letter  is  before  me  now,  in  whose  breast, 
and  in  whose  son's  breast  after  him,  the  hope 
will  spring  eternal  that  a  large  Smythe  property 
in  England  may  be  secured  to  him  as  an  inher- 
itance. But  why  should  I  chaff  him  of  the 
brother  in  America,  at  this  moment  of  all  oth- 
ers, just  as  I  am  embarking  to  visit  yonder  En- 
chanted Isle  and  its  Prospero  ?  Years  ago — it 
was  in  the  time  of  our  civil  war — I  j-eceived  a 
letter  from  a  man  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  asking 
if  I  could  tell  him  any  thing  about  his  brother. 
He  had  gone  many  years  before  to  America, 
and  the  last  tidings  heard  from  him  were  of  his 
marching  South  with  some  regiment.  I  for- 
warded his  inquiry  to  the  War  Department  at 
Washington,  and  wrote  to  the  inquirer  that  I 
was  entirely  hopeless  as  to  the  result.  After 
a  year  or  two  I  received  a  happy  letter  from  the 
islander,  saying  that,  through  the  letter  for- 
warded to  Washington,  he  had  reached  his 
brother ;  they  were  now,  after  four  or  five  years 
of  silence,  in  correspondence  again.  And  along 
with  his  exultant  letter  came  a  large  album  of 
pictures  representing  every  scene,  every  nook  and 
corner  of  the  island  in  which  he  dwelt.  By  this 
fluke  I  became  aware  that  there  was,  within  an 
easy  day's  reach  of  this  roaring,  dismal  London, 
an  island  on  which  Nature  had  lavished  every 
decoration  of  her  matchless  pencil.  Eor  a  year 
the  pictures  lay  as  bright  unrealized  ideals ; 
then  came  the  summer  of  summers  when,  with 
a  long  vacation  before  me,  I  skimmed  over 
the  sparkling  waves  toward  the  tinted  dream- 
land, which  now,  after  various  wanderings  upon 
it,  remains  a  dream-land  still. 

From  the  moment  one  leaves  Southampton 
or  Lymington  the  air  becomes  softer;  there  is 
a  breath  and  a  sunshine  Avhich  seem  to  come 
from  France.  The  Solent  is  alive  Avith  yachts, 
which  hover  along  the  island  coast  like  white- 
winged  butterflies  haunting  a  thymy  bank. 
"Every  Englishman,"  said  Novalis,  "is  an  isl- 
and," and  he  certainly  seems  entirely  happy 
when  he  can  get  himself  upon  one  of  these  little 
winged  islets  of  his  own,  and  Avith  his  wife  and 
daughters  pass  weeks  upon  it.  There,  upon 
deck,  absorbing  the  sunshine  in  their  tanned 
skins,  or  quaflSng  it  in  their  Champagne,  gath- 
ered about  some  pretty,  gentle-A-oiced  reader, 
who  whiles  away  the  time  with  the  tender  re- 
frains of  the  laureate,  who  looks  upon  them 
from  the  solitude  of  his  clift*,  they  clasp  the 
golden  year  with  a  crystal  month.  Talk  of 
visionaries  and  eutopists !  I  know  of  none  so 
inveterate  as  this  solid  British  merchant.  His 
conservatism  and  his  wealth  mean  that  he  Avill 
manage  to  sit  on  magic  carpets,  and  dream 
away,  with  the  lotus-eaters,  as  many  weeks  as  he 


can  filch  from  business  and  the  London  season. 
Every  man  loves  liberty  and  an  ideal  life — for 
himself ;  the  only  question  is  about  sharing  it 
with  his  neighbors.  Nay,  this  titled  fisherman 
in  knickerbockers  in  his  yacht  will  argue,  in  the 
intervals  of  his  cigar-puifs,  that  it  is  he  who  is 
leading  the  laboring  man  onward  and  upward. 
The  poor  fellow  toiling  under  the  noonday  sun 
over  there,  every  time  he  casts  a  glance  across 
the  waters  will  find  a  new  reason  for  his  effort. 
He  will  know  what  wealth  means.  The  sod 
•will  be  better  tilled  when  he  sees  in  it  sweet 
summer  hours  on  graceful  yachts,  with  spark- 
ling wine  and  sparkling  books,  attainable 
through  toil,  if  not  by  him,  by  his  children  or 
grandchildren.  Every  aristocrat  is  a  spur,  ev- 
ery palace  a  beacon  to  the  working-man,  he 
will  claim,  and  by  them  the  lower  classes  are 
ever  ascending.  And  I  fear  my  wealthy  para- 
gon there  is  too  far  right.  As  so  many  of  us 
hope  for  immortality  that  we  may  prolong  the 
enjoyments  and  be  rid  of  the  discomforts  of  this 
life,  so  I  apprehend  a  good  deal  of  the  radical- 
ism of  the  lower  classes  springs  from  a  longing 
to  share  the  pleasures  of  the  rich.  But  the 
same  motive  power  works  all  the  way  up.  The 
wealthy  merchant  family,  on  whose  yacht  the 
peasant  gazes  with  envy,  are  at  the  same  time 
gazing  upon  Osborne  House,  and  materfamilias 
is  dreaming  a  dream  for  her  stalwart  Oxonian 
which  blends  with  the  crimson  cushions  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  or  even,  it  may  be,  with  thoso 
sloping  lawns  where  only  that  lucky  wight  may 
tread  whom  the  Queen  has  "sent  for." 

And  truly  it  is  a  radiant  palace,  its  walls 
flashing  in  the  sun  like  crystal,  and  looking,  as 
one  sails  from  Southampton,  like  a  gateway  of 
pearl  to  the  island.  And  if  its  beauty  be  an 
illusion,  it  is  never  dispelled,  for  no  visitor  is 
ever  allowed  within  its  sacred  precincts.  Up 
to  1840  it  was  a  happy  old  English  home,  with 
merry  groups  upon  its  lawns,  and,  to  some  ex- 
tent, open  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  people 
around  ;  but  then  Lady  Blachford  sold  it  to 
the  Queen,  and  it  shot  up  its  towers,  and  ef- 
floresced into  exquisite  gardens  and  terraces 
only  to  become  a  magnificent  haunted  house. 
For  nearly  all  the  works  upon  and  around  it 
were  carried  on  under  the  supervision  of  the 
late  Prince  Albert,  and  the  Queen  will  have  it 
sacred  as  one  of  his  monuments.  All  the 
Prince's  experimental  works,  his  Model  Farm 
with  its  laborers'  cottages,  and  its  stables  and 
kennels,  constructed  on  the  best  sanitary  prin- 
ciples, waste  their  lessons  on  the  idle  herds. 
The  final  cause  of  the  creation  of  these  five 
thousand  acres  of  garden,  glen,  vale,  and  mea- 
dow, and  the  fairy-like  architecture  with  its 
lofty  campanile  and  loftier  flag-tower,  turns  out 
to  be  an  occasional  and  very  brief  visit  from 
the  poor  Woman  in  Black,  for  whom  the  skies 
bend  blue  and  the  birds  carol  in  vain.  Os- 
borne— Austerbouime,  that  is,  or  East  Brook — 
has  not  much  romance  about  its  history.  It 
belonged  originally  to  the  Bowermans — an  old 
Isle  of  Wight  family — and  from  them  passed 
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through  the  Arnejs,  the  Loviboncls,  and  the 
Manns  to  the  Blachlbrds,  who  sold  it  to  the 
Queen.  There  is  a  tradition  in  the  island  that 
Eustace  Mann,  who  owned  the  estate  during 
the  troubles  of  the  civil  war,  buried  in  a  wood 
on  it,  still  called  Money  Coppice,  a  large  sum 
of  money  for  safety ;  but,  having  failed  to 
mark  the  spot,  never  found  it  again.  So  there 
it  remains  buried,  but  hardly  more  than  the 
beautiful  works  of  modern  art  and  objects  of 
vertu  in  the  drawing-rooms,  said  by  those  who 
have  seen  them  to  be  unequaled  in  value  by 
any  collection  in  the  world.  It  is  not  pleasant 
to  think  of  so  many  acres  of  the  little  island 
put  to  no  use  at  all  beyond  the  picture  it 
presents  to  the  voyager,  nor  is  it  pleasant  to 
think  of  the  Queen  in  lier  morbid  grief.  But 
for  one,  I  have  no  respect  for  the  outcry  against 
her  of  either  the  shopkeepers  who  desire  more 
court  splendors,  or  of  the  aristocracy  who  groan 
out  their  vexation  as  the  Times  writes — "Her 
Majesty  is  teaching  the  people  of  England  how 
easily  they  can  get  along  without  a  monarch." 
The  Englishman  of  the  middle  class  will  rarely 
turn  the  page  of  his  paper  to  read  "  Her  Majes- 
ty left  for  Osborne  this  morning  but  it  was 
not  so  when,  now  near  seven  centuries  ago. 
King  John,  having  put  his  compulsory  signa- 
ture to  the  Magna  Clidrta,  fled  to  this  same 
region  to  lead,  if  Grafton  writes  truly,  "  a  soli- 
tarie  lyfe  among  reivers  and  fishermen." 

Nevertheless,  all  this  is  only  the  opinion  of 
an  American,  soured,  no  doubt,  by  the  copy 
just  made  by  the  Oxford  crew  of  Dyce's  great 
fresco  in  Osborne  House  of  Neptune  surrender- 
ing to  Britannia  the  Empire  of  the  Seas.  What 
the  loyal  islander  thinks  of  the  hallowed  ground 
beyond  the  triumphal  arch  at  Cowes,  through 
which  he  may  not  pass,  may  be  estimated  by 
the  following  extract  from  "  Riddon's  Shilling 
Handbook."  "  In  a  word,"  he  says,  "  Art  and 
Nature  have  alike  combined  to  perfect,  in  all  its 
a])pointments,  the  marine  retreat  of  the  English 
Queen,  Long  may  she  live  to  enjoy  it ;  and 
snatching  ever  and  anon  a  brief  respite  from  the 


cares  that  wait  upon  an  imperial  sceptre,  to 
pleasure  her  royal  mind  in  the  charms  of  the 
enchanted  ground  that  encircles  the  towers  of 
Osborne  !  Long  may  she  reign  to  rule  a  pros- 
perous nation,  a  wise  and  enlightened  people ; 
a  people  avoiding  war,  yet  bearing  themselves 
proudly  when  forced  by  injustice  or  aggression 
into  it ;  a  people  cultivating  peace,  yet  not  dis- 
daining the  noble  virtues  that  often  spring  from 
war ;  a  people  tranquil  because  powerful,  and 
powerful  because  free." 

I  am  the  more  particular  in  quoting  this  pas- 
sage because  that  kind  of  writing,  I  am  bound 
to  say,  is  rapidly  dying  out  in  England.  Even 
the  Daily  Teleyraph  can  only  do  it  in  the  old 
style  at  intervals. 

A  very  picturesque  town  is  Cowes — divided 
by  the  Medina  into  East  and  West  Cowes — not- 
able only  in  the  past  for  the  two  castles  built  by 
Henry  VIII.,  in  1538,  for  the  defense  of  the 
southern  coast.  "  Ther  be,"  wrote  old  Leland, 
"  two  new  castelles  sette  up  and  furnishid  at 

the  mouth  of  Newporte  That  that  is  sette 

up  on  the  este  side  of  the  havin  is  caullid  the 
Est  Cow,  and  that  that  is  sette  up  at  the  west 
syde  is  caullid  the  West  Cow,  and  is  the  bigger 
castelle  of  the  two.  The  trajectus  betwixt  these 
two  castelles  is  a  good  myle. "  The  East  Cowes 
Castle  has  entirely  disappeared,  the  last  stones 
of  it  having  been  dragged  away  to  Newport 
some  years  ago  to  be  built  into  a  gentleman's 
villa.  That  of  West  Cowes  was  sold  some 
twelve  years  ago,  as  a  ruin,  to  the  Royal  Yacht 
Club,  which  has  transformed  it  into  a  very  re- 
spectable building  for  its  own  purposes.  And 
where  William  Davenant,  "  poet,  dramatist, 
and  father  of  English  opera,"  found  a  cell  as 
the  reward  for  his  devotion  to  the  King — a  cell 
which  it  required  all  the  persuasiveness  of  Mil- 
ton to  unlock — the  young  Britishers  now  disport 
themselves  in  boating  costume  to  an  extent  un- 
known elsewhere.  To  this  club,  with  its  two 
hundred  members  and  nearly  as  many  yachts, 
and  its  two  thousand  seamen,  England  is  in- 
debted for  that  fine  annual  sight,  the  August 
Regatta — "under  the  immediate  i)atronage  of 
her  Majesty,"  who  never  sees  it.  These  yacht- 
ers  are  curious  to  the  eye  of  a  landsman.  They 
have  an  aqueous,  or  even  a  fishy  look,  and,  one 
sometimes  fancies,  a  sea-green  tint  in  their 
eyes.  It  is  to  be  feared  the  majority  of  them 
are  bibulous,  and  that  they  abstain  from  water 
except  for  boating  purposes.  Nearly  every 
year  some  ugly  story  comes  to  us  from  Cowes 
of  unsteady  footings  missed,  and  bodies  recov- 
ered from  the  waves. 

However,  it  is  to  the  Royal  Yacht  Club  that 
Cowes  owes  its  own  resuscitation  as  a  town.  It 
was  originally  made  l)y  the  opening  uj)  of  a 
trade  with  South  Carolina  and  Georgia.  From 
those  regions,  before  the  American  Revolution, 
near  fifty  vessels  arrived  here  annually,  bring- 
ing principally  rice,  but  also  skins,  tar,  turpen- 
tine, and  indigo.  From  this  point  the  articles 
were  transmitted  to  Holland  and  other  coun- 
tries.    General  Washington  destroyed  Cowes 
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as  effectually  as  if  he  had  bombarded  it  from  a 
fleet  in  the  Solent.*  Many  efforts  -were  made 
to  make  it  a  fashionable  sea-bathing  place,  but 
the  beach  is  poor  and  sliingly,  and  there  was  no 
royal  gentleman  to  do  for  it  what  George  III. 
did  for  the  still  more  wretched  beach  at  Brigh- 
ton, by  simply  going  there  to  dwell  with  his  titled 
Formosas.  When  the  Queen  purchased  Os- 
borne House  the  happy  iiour  of  Cowes's  fortune 
seemed  to  strike  ;  and  some  gentleman  went  so 
far  as  to  lay  out  all  his  money  on  these  hills, 
and  built  many  fine  villas.  But  the  fiishion- 
able  world  found  more  attraction  in  the  cast- 
off  shell  of  King  George  than  in  the  domestic 
habits  of  Albert  and  Victoria,  and  so  the  poor 
gentleman's  villas  remain  as  the  monuments  of 
his  ruin.  There  are  two  new  castles  in  the 
neighborhood — one  called  East  Cowes  Castle, 
and  the  other  Norris  Castle.  In  the  latter  the 
Duchess  of  Kent  d^velt  with  the  Princess  Vic- 
toria thirty-eight  years  ago.  One  may  wonder 
whether  the  mourning  widow  of  fifty,  whom 
palaces  make  sadder,  can  see  in  the  vista  stretch- 
ing one  mile  from  Osborne  the  fair  and  bloom- 
ing child  who  was  noted  through  all  the  neigh- 
borhood for  her  riding,  her  rowing,  her  knowl- 
edge of  every  weed  or  flower  that  fringed  the 
coast,  her  mirth,  Avhich  no  lark  rising  from  the 
lawns  of  Norris,  where  she  frolicked,  could  ri- 
val !  Neither  of  these  castles,  however,  gave 
me  a  pleasant  impression.  Both  are  built  in 
the  style  of  the  ancient  baronial  strong-holds, 
which,  when  otherwise  meant  and  used  as  pri- 
vate mansions,  and  quite  modern  in  their  com- 
pleteness and  preservation,  convey  the  impres- 
sion of  counterfeits.  The  machicolated  towers 
in  the  East  Cowes  Castle  are  ludicrously  incon- 
gruous with  the  domestic  architecture  of  other 
portions ;  and  though  Norris  is  free  from  this 
fault,  its  style  belongs  to  feudal  England,  and 
on  the  peaceful  slopes  of  the  island  is  like  a 
cannon  in  a  drawing-room.  The  castellated 
building  is  never  beautiful  unless  it  is  framed, 
so  to  say,  in  a  history,  which  enables  the  mind 
to  separate  it  from  the  present  sufficiently  to 
defend  the  eye  from  a  perception  of  its  incon- 
gruity with  the  modern  features  of  the  land- 
scape. 

Walking  in  the  bright  morning  along  roads 
eniliowered  with  trees  and  hedged  with  wild 
flowers,  emerging  here  and  there  to  hills  with 
splendid  outlooks,  we  pause  at  last  at  a  much 
humbler  but  far  more  memorable  dwelling  than 
either  castle — namely,  "  Slatswoods,"  the  birth- 
place of  Dr.  Arnold,  now  occupied  by  Mrs. 
Shedden.  Here,  for  two  generations,  had  the 
Arnold  family  resided  ;  and  here,  to  William 
Arnold,  collector  of  customs  at  Cowes,  and 


aUOMAS  ARNOLD. 


*  Indeed  the  whole  island  was  seriously  injured  by 
the  American  war,  as  it  lay  in  the  path  of  the  line  from 
America  to  the  northern  ports  of  the  continent.  In- 
quiring the  date  of  the  first  poor-house  erected  in  the 
Isle  of  Wight,  I  found  it  to  be  that  of  the  first  year  of 
the  American  Revolution.  Whether  the  islanders 
were  suitably  grateful  to  King  George  for  that  first- 
fruit  of  his  policy  I  could  not  learn. 


Martha  his  wife,  was  born,  in  179;",  the  boy 
who  was  to  revolutionize  tlie  educational  the- 
ories of  England.  This  old  country  home  he 
loved  to  the  last.  From  the  great  willow-tree 
in  the  grounds,  which  still  flourishes,  he  trans- 
planted shoots  to  each  of  his  subsequent  homes 
— Laleham,  Rugby,  and  Fox  How — and,  I  have 
heard,  named  them  pleasantly  after  his  children. 
It  was  one  of  his  humors  to  give  significant 
names  to  things  around  him — calling  one  gar- 
den ])ath  "Bit  by  Bit,"  and  another  "Radical 
Reform."  He  did  not  live  very  long  at  Slats- 
woods,  having  been  removed  shortly  after  his  fa- 
ther's sudden  death  in  1801.  He  loved,  how- 
ever, to  revisit  his  early  home ;  and  in  a  letter 
to  his  sister,  Mrs.  Buckland,  in  1836,  written 
just  after  such  a  visit,  wrote  :  "  Slatswoods  was 
deeply  interesting  :  I  thought  of  what  Fox  How 
might  be  to  my  children  forty  years  hence,  and 
of  the  growth  of  the  trees  in  that  interval ;  but 
Fox  How  can  not  be  to  them  what  Slatswoods 
is  to  me — the  only  home  of  my  childhood — 
while  with  them  Laleham  and  Rugby  Avill  di- 
vide their  affections."  When  one  thinks  of  the 
immense  industry  of  Arnold's  life  it  is  strange 
to  learn,  as  all  his  family  attest,  that  as  a  child 
he  was  rather  remarkable  for  indolence.  He 
conquered  this  tendency  completely,  but  always 
spoke  of  the  efibrt  it  cost  him  to  leave  his  bed 
in  the  morning — a  reluctance  which  long  habit 
never  overcame.  Along  with  this,  however, 
there  was,  from  the  first,  a  remarkable  moral 
energy  of  a  certain  kind.  "  He  was,"  said  one 
of  his  school-fellows,  "stiff  in  his  opinions,  and 
utterly  immovable  by  force  or  fraud  when  he 
had  made  up  his  mind,  whether  right  or  wrong." 
He  watched  with  a  keen  interest  the  belligerent 
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and  naval  proceedings  around  the  Isle  of  Wight 
at  the  time  of  the  war,  and  his  childish  sports 
were  the  conflicts  of  mimic  fleets,  and  the  act- 
ing in  small  dramas  with  his  companions  of  the 
deeds  of  the  Homeric  heroes,  whom  he  studied  ' 
in  Pope's  translation  of  the  Iliad.    Indeed,  he  ' 
wrote,  and  with  his  followers  acted,  a  play 
which  he  called  "Simon  de  Montfort"  (an  im- 
itation of  Scott's  "  Marmion"),  which  gained 
him  the  appellation  of  Poet  Arnold.  Steeped 
in  such  feelings  he  appeared  at  Winchester  j 
School,  and  afterward  at  Oxford,  as  a  kind  ; 
of  hero  ;  and,  though  it  speedily  took  an  in-  ' 
tellectual  turn,  the  feeling  was  there.     It  is  j 
questionable  whether  Cicsar  was  really  bold-  i 
er  than  a  boy  who,  at  fourteen,  could  ques- 
tion Csesar's  veracity,  as  he  gravely  read  the 
"  Commentaries"  under  unquestioning  teach- 
ers.    It  Avas  at  that  age  that  he  wrote:  "l| 
verily  believe  that  half  at  least  of  the  Roman 
liistory  is,  if  not  totally  false,  at  least  scandal- 
ously exaggerated  ;  how  fiir  different  are  the 
modest,  unafl"ected,  and  impartial  narrations 
of  Herodotus  and  XenophonI"    The  boy  that 
could  write  such  a  rebellious  sentence  as  that 
at  fourteen  was  good  for  a  revolution  of  some 
kind  or  other;  and  the  Oxford  students  who 
grappled  with  him  in  discussion  when  he  was 
among  them — just  sixteen  years  of  age — had 
reason  to  know  that  the  Homeric  heroes  had 
not  been  studied  under  the  trees  of  Slatswoods 
m  vain.     "  He  was  bold  and  warm,"  records 
)ne  of  those  students,  Mr,  Justice  Coleridge, 

because  so  far  as  his  knowledge  went  he  saw 
very  clearly,  and  he  was  an  ardent  lover  of 
truth  ;  but  I  never  saw  in  hira  even  then  a 
grain  of  vanity  or  conceit.  I  have  said  that 
some  of  his  opinions  startled  us  a  good  deal ; 
we  were  indeed  for  the  most  part  Tories  in 
Church  and  State,  great  respecters  of  things 
as  they  were,  and  not  very  tolerant  of  the  dis- 
position he  brought  with, him  to  question  their 
wisdom.  Many  and  long  were  the  conflicts  we 
had,  and  with  unequal  numbers.  I  think  I  have 
seen  all  the  leaders  of  the  common  room  en- 
gaged with  him  at  once,  with  little  order  or 
consideration,  as  may  be  supposed,  and  not  al- 
ways with  great  scrupulosity  as  to  the  fairness 
of  our  arguments.  This  was  attended  by  no 
loss  of  regard,  and  scarcely  ever,  or  seldom,  by 
even  momentary  loss  of  temper." 

It  is,  I  think,  undeniable  that  Thomas  Ar- 
nold was  the  first  to  awaken  at  Oxford  that 
spirit  of  skeptical  inquiry  into  old  beliefs  and 
usages  which  has  led  to  the  great  religious  con- 
flicts and  divisions  which  have  had  that  univers- 
ity for  their  arena.  It  was  a  terrible  day  for 
the  old  order  when  there  appeared  at  the  centre 
of  English  aristocratic  culture  and  feeling  a 
youth  of  ])osition  and  culture  equal  to  that 
of  his  companions,  who  espoused  ideas  hitlier- 
to  considered  indications  of  vulgarity.  It  had 
before  seemed  impossible  that  any  one  not 
trained  among  the  disciples  of  Owen  or  Paine 
could  question  the  common  dogmas  of  Church 
and  State  ;  but  there  was  the  ruddy,  handsome 


young  Englishman  before  them,  and  for  many 
a  long  year  to  remain  before  them.  From  that 
time  may  be  dated  the  rise  of  those  now  known 
as  "thoughtful  liberals,"  "educated  liberals," 
to  say  nothing  of  "Muscular  Christians"  and 
"Christian  Socialists,"  who  are,  so  to  speak 
his  own  children.  But  any  one  who  knows 
the  men  whom  Arnold  trained  will  perceive 
that  his  greatness  did  not  consist  in  any  phil- 
osophical or  theological  ideas  which  he  advo- 
cated, but  in  the  powerful  influence  of  his  heart 
and  life.  He  was  manliness  organized ;  and 
all  the  traits  of  manliness — frankness,  justice, 
truthfulness,  conrage — attended  him  like  an 
atmosphere. 

One  of  his  pupils,  Thomas  Burbridge,  who 
wrote,  with  Arthur  Hugh  Clough,  a  little  vol- 
ume of  charming  poems  called  "  Ambarvalia," 
printed  in  1849,  and  afterward  suppressed,  ad- 
dressed a  sonnet  to  his  master,  which  is  worthy 
of  being  reproduced : 

"Yes,  noble  Arnold,  thou  didst  well  to  die! 
Needed  but  this,  that  the  dark  earth  should  hide 
The  seed,  to  have  the  harvest  far  and  wide. 
Long  (with  a  voice  that  echoed  in  the  sky) 
Didst  thou  pour  forth  thy  fervent  prophecy : 
Vain  Seer  !  for  thou  amongst  us  did  al)ide ; 
This  world  was  then  thy  country;  at  our  side 
Thou  spak'st  scarce  heard.   But  now  thou  art  ou 
high 

Among  the  Immortal  and  Invisible  Quire, 
Aud  straight  like  thuuder  (silent  till  the  tire 
Which  caused  it  dies),  thy  soul's  majestic  voice 
Is  rolling  o'er  the  wonder-smitten  land  ; 
Aud  Truth,  that  sate  in  drought,  dares  to  rejoice, 
Marking  that  all  admire,  some  understand  !" 

Notwithstanding  the  immense  force  of  his 
mind.  Doctor  Arnold  never  became  quite  clear 
in  his  creed.  The  long  mental  struggle  through 
which,  he  passed  with  relation  to  the  doctrine 
of  the  Trinity  is  traceable  in  all  his  utterances, 
and  the  vagueness  of  his  faith,  despite  the  man- 
agement of  Keble  and  other  friends,  is  reflected 
in  the  uncertain  liberalism  of  those  who  were 
under  his  immediate  influence.  Clough's  po- 
ems are  subtly  transfused  with  misgivings  and 
doubts,  and  Tom  Hughes  finds  his  congenial 
seat  in  the  church  of  F.  D.  Maurice,  one  of  the 
most  forcible,  but  certainly  the  mistiest,  of  En- 
glish preachers.  Indeed,  one  may  trace  the 
dogmatic  vagueness  of  the  father  in  his  sons. 
One  followed  Father  Newman  to  High-Church- 
ism,and  afterward  to  Rome;  from  which  circuit, 
however,  he  has  just  returned,  being  now  a  cler- 
gyman hovering  between  the  Broad  and  the 
Evangelical  Churches.  A  second,  the  author 
of  "  Oakfield,"  is  a  soldier,  and  most  resembles, 
perhaps,  his  father.  Matthew,  though  he  has 
wisely  turned  his  genius  to  the  work  of  securing 
a  higher  culture  for  the  great  middle  classes 
of  England,  reveals,  whenever  he  touches  upon 
matters  of  religious  oi)inion,  the  absence  of  even 
an  anchor  in  his  bark  other  than  is  revealed 
in  "Oakfield."  He  has  defended  the  English 
Church  as  an  establishment,  believing  it  to  be 
an  agent  of  culture,  but  has  no  word  to  say  in 
favor  of  its  articles  of  belief.  He  once  wrote  : 
"The  mental  habit  of  him  who  imagines  that 
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Balaam's  ass  spoke,  in  no  respect  differs  from 
the  mental  habit  of  him  who  imagines  that  a 
Madonna  of  wood  or  stone  winked  ;"  and  from 
the  remark  we  may  infer  the  mental  habit  of 
those  who  maintain  the  utility  to  the  masses  of 
an  Established  Church,  whose  sustaining  doc- 
trines they  reject  in  detail.  Yet  this  odd  state 
of  mind  is  purely  mental ;  although  to  some  it 
might  seem  the  result  of  duplicity,  none  can 
know  personally  Matthew  Arnold,  or  most  of 
those  whose  minds  are  to-day  jumbles  of  Ration- 
alism and  Orthodoxy,  without  recognizing  that 
they  are  frank  and  brave.  Doctor  Arnold  may 
have  left  vagueness  in  their  creed,  but  far  more 
he  has  sealed  his  influence  upon  them  in  a 
manliness  of  character  and  love  of  truth  that 
may  be  trusted  absolutely. 

When  in  the  time  of  the  International  Boat- 
race  the  Harvard  students  nominated  an  old 
Oxonian  to  be  Referee,  and  the  instincts  of  the 
young  men  of  both  countries  fixed  on  him  at 
once  as  the  man  in  whose  fairness  they  could  all 
implicitly  trust,  some  sporting  man,  skeptical 
of  the  Referee's  technical  knowledge,  said  he 
thought  "  Mr.  Hughes  ought  to  be  put  under  a 
trainer."  Upon  which  some  one  replied,  "Dr. 
Arnold  years  ago  trained  him  enough  for  all  he 
has  to  do." 

About  two  miles  east  of  Osborne  is  the  creek 
called  King's  Quay,  as  a  memorial  of  the  tradi- 
tion already  referred  to,  that  King  John  lived 
there  in  disguise.  The  theory  is,  that  he  was 
afraid  to  go  toward  the  centre  of  the  island, 
because  the  Earl  of  Devon,  who  then  was  its 


lord,  had  joined  the  Barons  against  him.  The 
story,  as  given  by  Rapin,  is  this :  After  sign- 
ing the  Magna  Charta,  and  while  negotiating 
with  the  Pope  to  obtain  absolution  for  having 
done  so,  he  feared  that  his  designs  might  be 
discovered,  and  fled  to  the  Isle  of  Wight.  "  In 
this  retirement  he  kept  himself  concealed,  as  it 
were,  a  good  while,  conversing  only  with  fisher- 
men or  sailors,  and  diverting  himself  by  walk- 
ing on  the  sea-shore  with  his  domestics.  When 
the  King  was  known  to  be  retired  to  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  people  were  in  vain  inquisitive  about  the 
cause  of  his  retreat ;  some  joked,  and  said  he 
was  become  a  fisherman,  others  that  he  design- 
ed to  turn  pirate.  During  three  months  he 
waited  for  the  return  of  his  agents,  and  for  the 
arrival  of  the  foreign  troops  which  he  was  made 
to  expect."  There  is,  however,  considerable 
skepticism  among  historians  concerning  this 
story. 

Yet  two  miles  farther  eastward  is  all  that 
remains  of  what  Avas  once  the  most  important 
institution  in  the  island — Quarr  Abbey.  It 
was  founded  by  Baldwin  de  Redvers  in  the 
time  of  Henry  I.,  and  peopled  with  monks 
from  Savigne,  Normandy.  It  derived  its  name 
from  the  quarry  near  by  out  of  which  its  stones 
were  hewn.  At  a  later  period  it  became 
wealthy,  was  fortified,  and  bore  an  important 
part  in  the  affiiirs  of  the  island.  All  the  great 
people  of  the  island  were  buried  in  it  in  those 
days,  and  the  skulls  and  skeletons  of  them  may 
be  seen  in  the  museum  at  Ryde.  The  monks 
did  not  bear  a  very  good  name  in  the  sixteenth 
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century.  "  Although,"  wrote  Lambard,  "  Pau- 
lus  Jovius  wrote  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  isl- 
and be  wont  to  boast  merely  that  they  neyther 
had  amongst  them  monks,  lawyers,  wolves,  nor 
foxes,  yet  I  find  them  all,  save  one  (lawyers), 
in  one  monastery,  called  Quarr."  When  it 
was  swept  away,  under  Henry  VIII.,  the  Ab- 
bey had  an  annual  income  of  two  thousand 
pounds,  which  would  be  equal  to  many  times 
that  sum  now.  It  would  be  difficult  to  find  an 
abbey  more  completely  torn  to  pieces.  After 
its  suppression  it  was  bought  by  a  Southampton 
merchant  for  its  materials,  and  if  it  had  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  an  earthquake  or  hurricane 
it  could  not  have  been  more  literary  torn  to 
pieces.  In  the  farm-house,  now  occupying  the 
centre,  and  the  outhouses,  the  old  carvings  and 
decorations  are  scattered,  and  the  only  part 
preserved  in  any  thing  like  the  old  shape,  the 
Refectory,  is  turned  into  a  barn.  Of  course, 
legend  is  as  sure  to  twine  about  such  old  ruins 
as  ivy.  The  ancient  wealth  of  Quarr  is  re- 
flected in  the  belief  of  the  neighboring  peas- 
antry that  somewhere  about  it  there  is  a  sub- 
terranean passage,  closed  by  a  golden  gate, 
beyond  which  are  vast  treasures.  Another 
fable  has  given  its  name  to  a  now  devastated 
wood  near  it  called  Eleanor's  Grove.  The 
story  is  that  Eleanor  of  Guienne,  queen  of 
Henry  II.,  was  imprisoned  at  Quarr,  and  that 
in  this  grove,  which  had  been  her  daily  walk, 
she  was  buried  in  a  golden  coffin.  The  coffin 
is  protected  by  sacred  spells  from  the  discovery 
of  cupidity. 

With  reference  to  the  ancient  antipathy  of 
the  islanders  to  lawyers,  which  exists  to  this 
day  in  some  parts  of  the  island,  there  are  a  few 
curious  passages  in  some  MSS.  of  Sir  John 


Oglander,  preserved  by  Sir  R.  Worsley.  The 
Oglanders  are  the  oldest  family  of  the  island, 
and  Sir  John  was  its  deputy-governor  in  IG24, 
In  speaking  of  a  former  governor  (1588)  of  the 
island,  and  his  great  hospitality  during  his  res- 
idence at  Carisbrooke  Castle,  Sir  John  savs  that 
was  the  period  of  their  greatest  prosperity,  and 
continues  thus  :  "  I  have  heard,  and  partly  know 
it  to  be  true,  that  not  only  heretofore  there  was 
no  lawyer  nor  attorney  in  owre  island,  but  in 
Sir  George  Carey's  time  an  attorney,  coming 
in  to  settle  in  the  island,  was,  by  his  command, 
with  a  pound  of  candles  at  his  breech,  lighted, 
with  bells  about  his  legs,  hunted  owt  of  the  isl- 
and :  insomuch  as  oure  ancestors  lived  here  so 
quietly  and  securely,  being  neither  troubled  to 
London  nor  Winchester,  so  they  seldom  or 
never  went  owte  of  the  island  ;  insomuch  as 
when  they  went  to  London  (thinking  it  an  East 
India  voyage)  they  always  made  their  wills,  sup- 
posing no  trouble  like  to  travaile."  In  another 
place  Sir  John  writes:  "The  Isle  of  Wight, 
since  my  memory,  is  infinitely  decayed ;  for 
either  it  is  by  reason  of  so  many  attorneys  that 
hath  of  late  made  this  their  habitation,  and  so 
by  sutes  undone  the  country  (for  I  have  known 
an  attorney  bring  down  after  a  tearme  three 
hundred  w7-itts ;  I  have  also  known  txcenty  7iisi 
prius  of  our  country  tried  at  our  assizes,  Avhen, 
as  in  the  Queen's  time,  we  had  not  six  ivritts 
in  a  yeare,  nor  one  nisi  prius  in  six  yeares),  or 
else,  wanting  the  good  bargains  they  were  wont 
to  buy  from  men  of  war,  who  also  vented  our 
commoditys  at  very  high  prices  ;  and  readie 
money  was  easie  to  be  had  for  all  things.  Now 
peace  and  law  hath  beggered  us  all,  so  that 
within  my  memorie  many  of  the  gentlemen, 
and  almost  all  the  yeomanry,  are  undone." 
"Be  advised  by  me,"  moralizes  the  good 
knight ;  "  have  no  suites  at  lawe,  if  it  be  pos- 
sible :  agree  with  thine  adversary  although  it 
be  with  thy  losse ;  for  the  expense  of  one 
tearm  will  be  more  than  thy  losse.  Besides 
the  neglect  of  thy  time  at  home,  thy  absence 
from  thy  wife  and  children,  so  manie  incon- 
veniences hangeth  upon  a  suite  in  lawe,  tiiat 
I  advise  thee,  although  thou  has  the  better  of 
it,  let  it  be  reconciled  without  lawe ;  at  last 
twelve  men  or  one  must  end  it ;  let  two  honest 
ones  do  it  at  firste.  This  country  was  undone 
with  it  in  King  James  his  reign.  Hazard  death 
and  all  quarrels  rather  than  let  thy  tongue  make 
his  master  a  slave."  An  examination  of  the 
judicial  records  of  the  island,  especially  about 
Sir  George  Carey's  time,  of  which  Sir  John 
thought  so  highly,  convinces  me  that  these 
magisterial  gentlemen  had  good  reason  to  ap- 
prehend any  such  restrictions  on  their  autoc- 
racy as  a  set  of  cross-examining,  vigilant  bar- 
risters might  supi)ly.  One  of  the  governors 
once  imprisoned  a  clergyman  two  mouths  in 
Carisbrooke  Castle  for  voting  against  his  can- 
didate for  the  House  of  Commons. 

An  easy  walk  from  Quarr  brings  us  to  Bin- 
stead,  whose  only  interest  is  its  possession  of 
an  old  figure  of  great  archa-ological  interest, 


3G6 


HARPEK  S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


called  by  the  people  "the  Idol,"  or  sometimes 
"the  god  Thor"  —  which  indeed  no  one  can 
say  it  is  not.  It  consists  of  a  human  figure  of 
large  size,  cut  off  at  the  waist,  and  seated  upon 
a  ram's  head.  It  has  a  double  pair  of  arms, 
and  the  hands  of  one  pair  come  forward  and 
rest  upon  the  ram's  head,  about  and  below  the 
eyes.  The  figure  is  generally  believed  by  anti- 
quarians to  be  referable  to  Saxon  times ;  but 
there  is  no  early  history  of  it,  except  so  much 
as  is  involved  in  the  traditional  reverence  for  it 
among  the  people,  who,  so  late  as  seventy  years 
ago,  refused  to  enter  the  church  because  "the 
Idol"  had  been  removed  during  some  repairs. 
It  was  then  restored  ;  but  at  a  later  period  they 
do  not  seeui  to  have  been  so  careful,  for  I  am 
informed  by  the  courteous  rector  of  the  parish, 
the  Rev.  Philip  Hewett,  that  when  his  church 
was  re))aired  In  184:4:  he  found  this  and  several 
other  old  carved  stones — the  Dove,  Sin,  Eter- 
nity— imbedded  in  the  walls,  their  sculptured 
faces  inward.  For  their  preservation,  he  in- 
troduced them  into  the  keystones  or  over  the 
doors  of  the  cliurcli,  where  they  now  are.  The 
naming  of  any  of  these  figures  as  Christian  sym- 
bols is  somewhat  akin  to  the  conversion  of  the 
statite  of  Jupiter  at  Rome  into  St.  Peter.  They 
are  probably  much  more  related  to  the  serpent 
Midgard  and  Odin's  raven  than  to  the  more 
modern  religion.  There  is  certainly  reason  to 
think  that  in  "  tlie  Idol"  we  have  some  pre- 
historic deity.  The  Christian  religion  was  in- 
troduced into  the  Isle  of  Wight  later  than  into 
anyother  part  of  the  kingdom.  When  "Domes- 
day-Book" was  com])iled  (a.  d.  108G),  it  Avas 
therein  recorded  that  there  were  ten  churches 
in  this  island.  So  separate  was  the  island  long 
after  that  period  from  the  general  advance  of 
England,  that  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  if  in 
some  nooks  the  old  worship  remained  very  long 
indeed.  There  is  good  reason  to  believe  that 
the  old  monks  of  Winchester,  who  built  Bin- 
stead  Church  in  the  twelfth  century,  followed 
the  old  habit  commended  by  Pope  Gregory  of 
christening  the  old  symbols  anew  rather  than 
destroying  them.  The  modern  church  is  a 
pleasant  one,  and  has  in  it  a  pretty  Lectern  sup- 
ported by  a  figure  of  Moses,  his  arms  upheld  by 
Aaron  and  Hur. 

Walking  onward  to  Ryde,  we  pass  into  the 
town  near  "Westfield,"  the  residence  of  Ad- 
miral Sir  Augustus  Clifford,  who  entered  the 
navy  in  1800,  and  gained  his  chief  distinction 
at  the  capture  of  a  convoy  in  the  Bay  of  Rosas, 
in  1809.  He  is  a  Baronet,  a  K.C.B.,  and  Ush- 
er of  the  Black  Rod  since  1832.  He  is,  how- 
ever, no  relation  of  the  "Stout  Cliffords,"  of 
Cumberland,  of  Shakspearian  fame — that  fam- 
ily passed  away  two  hundred  years  ago.  Sir 
Augustus  has  a  handsome  dwelling,  and  it  con- 
tains fine  pictures — a  Guido,  a  Dominichino, 
two  Angelica  Kaufmanns — and  marbles  by  Ca- 
nova,  Tadolini,  and  Burgoni. 

The  town  of  Ryde  is  the  most  flourishing  in 
the  island,  and,  as  seen  from  the  splendid  pier 
— built  at  a  cost  of  ,£12,0005  and  stretching  half 
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a  mile  out  into  the  sea — is  a  great  ami)hitheatre 
of  brilliant  residences.  As  La  Rye,  it  was  of 
old  an  utterly  unimportant  place.  It  was 
spoken  of  in  public  records  as  a  place  where  a 
sentinel  was  stationed  to  keep  watch  against  any 
hostile  approach  to  the  island.  An  old  travel- 
er, at  the  close  of  the  last  century,  remarks : 
"  There  is  here  a  bathing-machine."  But  now 
the  shore  is  fringed  with  bathing-machines,  and 
out  of  its  pleasant  waters  for  bathing  the  town, 
which  ought  on  that  account  to  have  been 
named  after  the  foam-born  goddess,  has  emerged 
with  an  appropriate  look  of  cleanliness.  Tiie 
pier  was  built  to  accommodate  the  vessels  which 
connect  Ryde  with  Portsmouth.  From  all  ac- 
counts it  was  sadly  needed.  A  little  over  a 
hundred  years  ago  a  ship  bearing  the  novelist 
Fielding,  having  started  on  a  voyage  to  Lisbon, 
put  in  here  under  stress  of  weather.  Fielding 
was  very  ill  and  weak,  and,  while  the  shij)  was 
detained,  had  to  be  taken  on  shore.  But  this 
was  no  easy  task.  "Between  the  sea  and 
the  shore,"  lie  writes,  "  there  was  at  low-v/a- 
ter  an  impassable  gulf,  if  I  may  so  call  it, 
of  deep  mud,  which  could  neither  be  trav- 
ersed by  walking  nor  swimming ;  so  that,  for 
one-half  of  the  twenty-four  hours,  Ryde  was 
inaccessible  by  friend  or  foe.''  At  last,  how- 
ever, the  sailors  did  manage  to  wade  with  him 
through  the  mud.  This  condition  of  things 
must  have  lasted  for  more  than  fifty  years  after 
Fielding's  visit,  for  Captain  Marryat,  in  "Poor 
Jack,"  describes  the  passengers  as  being  carted 
through  the  mud  to  the  shore.  Fielding  found 
the  town  in  a  very  primitive  state  in  other  re- 
spects.   It  had  one  butcher,  who  killed  "  beef 
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two  or  three  times  a  year,  and  mutton  nil  the  [ 
year  round;"  but  the  whole  town  conld  not  I 
supply  him  a  leaf  of  tea,  the  article  professing 
to  be  tea  being  "a  tobacco  of  the  mundungus 
sjjecies."    However,  he  found  Ryde  a  delight- 
ful place.     The  poor  dying  humorist  found 
there  a  kind-hearted  landlady,  and  beautiful, 
quiet  roads,  fanned  by  winds  almost  as  soft  as 
those  which  breathed  about  }iis  death-bed  at 
Lisbon  the  following  year.     "It  is  so  shaded,'" 
he  wrote,  "  with  large  and  flourishing  elms  that 
its  narrow  lanes  are  a  natural  grove  or  walk,  ! 
which  in  the  regularity  of  its  plantation  vies  ; 
with  the  power  of  art,  and  in  its  wanton  exu-  ' 
berancy  greatly  exceeds  it."   Fielding  was  just-  , 
ified  in  his  admiration  of  the  elms,  which,  with 
their  dark  green  foliage  and  their  trunks  often  ! 
hidden  by  ivy,  are  of  wonderful  beauty  ;  but  it  ' 
is  strange  that  the  English  elm  should  nowhere  j 
grow  in  its  native  land  to  any  thing  like  the  [ 
size  that  it  has  reached  in  every  place  in  Amer- 
ica to  wiiich  it  iias  been  transplanted.    But  it 
is  not  the  only  English  institution  which  has 
gained  its  expansion  in  America.  [ 
From  the  extremity  of  the  pier  one  gets  a  se- 
ries of  views  which,  without  being,  any  of  then), 
sublime,  are  as  satisfying  to  the  eye  as  any 
to  be  found  in  England,     Shoreward  one  sees 
an  immense  crescent,  sweeping  from  the  towers 
of  Osborne  on  the  west  to  a  woody  headland 
called  Sea-view  on  the  east,  with  the  bright, 
cheery  town,  its  handsome  steqjles  and  its 
splendid  villas  and  mansions,  in  the  centre. 
Seaward  the  eye  may  sweep  a  vast  horizon,  in- 
closing every  combination  of  land  .Ind  water, 
the  vision  roaming  or  pausing,  as  it  lists,  on  the 
endless  varieties  of  ships,  with  the  flags  of  all 
nations,  dropping  down  the  Solent,  or  hovering 
about  Portsmouth,  with  its  grove  of  masts 
blending  with  the  woods  of  the  Hampshire  Hills, 
thence  wandering  along  the  shining  coast  to 
Southampton  Water  with  Calshot  Castle,  to 
Southsea  Castle  and  Hayling  Island,  until  it 
alights  on  the  faint  gray  outlines  of  Chichester 
Cathedral. 

The  ])leasant  atmosphere  of  Ryde  is,  no  doubt, 
due  to  its  being  so  much  shut  in  by  the  gentle, 
upward  slope  of  the  land  all  around  it;  and  the 
shore  being,  for  reasons  which  I  could  not  dis- 
cover, less  liable  than  others  to  those  alterna- 
tions of  favorable  and  unfavorable  tides  which 
bathers  find  so  important,  it  has  become  one  of 
tlie  most  favorite  southern  resorts.  At  no  place 
have  I  ever  seen  a  more  complete  reductio  ad 
absu)-<lum  of  the  "  English  system''  of  bathing. 
The  English  theory  is,  that  the  bathing  of  men 
and  women  together,  as  at  the  Belgian  and 
French  shores,  is  scandalous,  notwithstanding 
both  sexes  are  decorously  dressed.  Their  own 
plan  is  to  separate  tlie  machines  into  two 
groups ;  from  one  of  which  the  women  go  in 
clothed,  from  the  other  the  men  almost  naked. 
Theoretically,  therefore,  the  men  and  women 
are  bathing  separately,  and  so  may  bathe  al- 
most as  they  please.  Practically,  the  necessity 
of  having  both  sets  of  houses  managed  by  one 
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set  of  hands  brings  them  to  within  a  hundred 
yards  of  each  other,  at  Ramsgate  ;  eighty  at 
Margate ;  seventy  at  Brighton ;  and  almost  to- 
gether at  Ryde.  Meanwhile  the  men  bathe 
just  the  same  ;  and  the  women,  in  most  places, 
are  costumed  in  accordance  Avith  the  ancient 
fiction  that  the  men  are  out  of  siglit — though 
the  shores  are  lined  and  the  waters  alive  with 
them.  Under  long  custom,  however,  there  is 
apt  to  arise  a  certain  indilference  on  this  sub- 
ject, which  may  in  the  end  prove  to  be  the 
healthier  condition.  Looking  at  tlie  matter, 
however,  not  morally,  but  as  it  aflects  the  pleas- 
ure and  utility  of  the  sea-side,  it  seems  to  mo 
that-  the  English  plan  for  ladies  is  the  worst  in 
the  world.  They  are  simply  ducked  by  them- 
selves, or  an  old  hag;  they  have  no  fun;  they 
rarely  learn  to  swim  or  float — all  because  the 
male  relatives  are  forbidden  to  accompany  tliem. 
The  other  day  a  French  gentleman  and  his 
Avife,  Avith  their  children,  biibed  an  owner  to 
drive  tAvo  bathing-machines  apart  from  the  oth- 
ers, that  they  might  all  go  in  together.  For  this 
the  said  OAvner  was  heavily  fined,  though  it  was 
not  contended  that  any  law  of  decorum  had 
been  violated,  all  the  French  bathers  having 
been  clothed  far  more  scrupulously  than  is  usual 
at  English  shores. 

I  Avish  it  Avere  more  common  in  America  to 
give  names  to  country,  or  even  suburban,  resi- 
dences, though  it  may  be  that  in  the  jjresent 
stage  of  our  civilization  the  names  Avould  be  too 
sentimental.  Every  step  of  one's  Avandcrings 
in  England  finds  a  kind  of  friendly  greeting  in 


368 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


the  gate-posts  which  bear  names,  which  grow 
out  of  the  landscape  as  genuinely  as  the  trees 
do.  The  landscape  is  humanized.  I  may  be 
twenty  miles  from  any  hotel,  but,  in  an  emerg- 
ency, could  I  fail  to  find  help  and  kindliness  in 
a  "Myrtle  Vale,"  or  a  "Eorest  Home  ?"  I  have 
been  told  that  hospitality  is  provided  for  in  the 
leases  of  some  of  these  estates,  and  can  well 
believe  it.  The  old  settlers  of  Virginia  carried 
with  them  this  habit  of  naming  their  homes ; 
and  I  remember  to  have  read,  during  the  civil 
war,  with  a  tinge  of  sadness,  that  the  stern  exi- 
gencies of  war  had  carried  the  path  of  devasta- 
tion through  so  many  homes — known  by  me 
from  childhood  as  seats  of  hospitality — which 
had  borne  such  happy  names  as  "Traveler's 
Rest,"  "Crow's  Nest,''  "Somerset,"  "  Carmo- 
ra,"  "Glencairne,"  "Inglewood,"'  "Selwood" — 
many  of  them  representing  the  early  exile's  or 
emigrant's  tender  recollection  of  some  ances- 
tral home  in  these  islands.  However,  to  be 
real  and  expressive,  such  names  must  have 
grown  out  of  the  country  where  they  are  found. 
Here  they  generally  have  the  fitness  of  human 
names.  Here,  a  little  out  from  Ryde,  I  find 
"Puckpool,"  recording  some  ancient  su])ersti- 
tion  of  a  haunted  spring  hard  by — "Nunwcll,"' 
where  bubbles  up  the  spring  where  the  nuns  of 
Ashey,  whose  very  graves  are  now  unknown, 
once  came  to  draw  water.  Language  pre- 
serves the  relics  of  the  pagan  and  of  the  Chris- 
tian faith  with  equal  fidelity ;  and  one  hardly 
finds  a  third  of  a  mile  between  "The  Priory" 
and  "Fairy  Hill."  "  Culver  Clift"'— a  magnifi- 
cent chalk  clitf,  259  feet  above  the  sea — records 
that  here  the  pigeon,  which  the  Saxons  called 
ndfre^  was  wont  to  roost.  (Later,  it  was  famous 
for  its  hawks,  of  a  breed  so  valuable  that  Queen 
Elizabeth  issued  a  warrant  for  their  protection 
in  1564.)  An  old  fortress,  destroyed  by  the 
French  in  1545,  has  left  no  trace  of  itself  ex- 
cept in  the  name  "Old  Fort,"  which  it  has 
given  to  the  Headland,  and  which  the  newer 
name,  "  Sea  View,"  has  not  availed  to  displace. 
On  the  way,  walking  still  eastward,  we  pass  over 
the  now  undistinguishable  graves  of  the  hun- 
dreds of  poor  sailors  who  were  washed  ashore 
when  the  Royal  George  went  down,  half-way 
between  this  point  and  Spithead.  Eighty-seven 
years  have  elapsed  since  that  day 

"When  Kempenfeldt  went  down, 
With  twice  four  hundred  meu." 

But  its  horror  has  happily  never  had  a  parallel 
in  any  country  since.  Within  sight,  nay,  easy 
reach,  of  two  friendly  shores,  the  majestic  ship, 
the  pride  of  the  British  navy,  went  to  the  bot- 
tom suddenly  as  if  struck  by  a  thunder-bolt — 
dragged  down  another  ship  nearly  into  the 
whirlpool  it  made — and  lay  there  as  the  grave 
of  the  brave  admiral  who  commanded  it.  For 
many  days  every  tide  brought  in  the  poor  sailors 
who  had  been  between  the  decks  when  it  went 
down,  and  their  graves  were  marked  here  by 
hundreds  of  grassy  hillocks.  But  the  winds 
and  rains  and  the  passenger's  foot  have  done 


their  work,  and  no  grave  can  now  be  noted. 
The  work  of  time  on  the  cemeteries,  and  even 
the  church  monuments,  is  just  the  same,  only  a 
little  slower ;  and  as  one  sees  the  fate  of  the  proud 
tombs  which  once  adorned  these  old  abbeys 
and  church-yards,  it  may  be  with  the  reflection 
that,  after  all,  the  old  Oxonian  was  not  so  far 
wrong  when  he  bequeathed  his  body  to  the 
surgeon,  saying,  "What  can  it  signify  to  me 
whether  my  carcass  is  cut  up  by  the  knife  of  a 
surgeon  or  the  tooth  of  a  worm  ?'' 

Although  pleasure-seekers  have  brought  the 
little  villages  along  the  coast  so  much  in  con- 
tact with  the  outside  world,  one  may,  especial- 
ly if  he  travel  on  foot,  find  a  great  deal  of 
primitive  life  among  the  "gentle  islanders;" 
and  this  may  be  particularly  encountered  about 
the  little  inn  at  which  the  stranger  puts  up — 
that  is,  if  the  stranger  be  not  ofiish  or  too  stu- 
l)id  to  recognize  that  a  man  is  as  interesting  as 
a  chalk  clitf.  In  the  evening,  the  leading 
farmers  and  tradesmen  are  apt  to  fall  in,  one 
after  tlie  other,  until  the  smoking-room  is  pret- 
ty well  filled  with  a  sort  of  club,  whose  mem- 
bers sit,  each  with  his  pipe  and  his  glass  of 
grog,  to  talk  and  gossip  until  toward  eleven 
o'clock.  They  are  generally  "characters." 
The  oldest  inhabitant,  with  his  reminiscences 
of  every  man,  woman,  and  child  in  the  village 
and  their  forefathers,  is  there ;  the  old  sea- 
captain,  who  has  been  round  the  world  and 
woven  his  yarns  into  a  now  threadbare  tissue, 
is  unfailing ;  the  old  jockey,  the  neighboring 
duke's  pensioned  game-keeper,  the  worn-out 
stage-driver,  who  remembers  when  the  steam- 
whistle  hadn't  scared  all  the  old  legends  out  of 
the  land — ali  tnese  are  certain  to  be  there. 
The  stranger  may  stick  in  the  parlor,  or  he 
may  sit  ofi'  one  side  with  his  London  newspa- 
per ;  thereby  he  may  chill  the  company,  and 
even  cause  it  to  break  up  an  hour  earlier  ;  but, 
if  he  be  no  fool,  he  will  be  taken  into  the  circle, 
offered  a  glass  of  spirits  (he  need  not  drink 
them),  and  learn  something.  There  was  a 
time,  and  not  so  very  long  ago,  when  the  stran- 
ger who  did  not  enter  into  the  fraternity  of  this 
self-api)ointed  village  council  was  liable  to  be 
looked  on  very  suspiciously.  An  old  villager 
related,  with  a  good  deal  of  humor,  his  mem- 
ory of  how  a  man  with  a  carpet-bag  once  came 
and  engaged  the  little  hotel-parlor,  in  which 
the  village  club  was  in  the  habit  of  meeting. 
He  acted  very  mysteriously,  shut  himself  np 
from  every  body,  and  the  villagers,  reduced  to 
sit  together  in  a  small,  uncomfortable  room, 
determined  to  send  a  deputation  to  the  parlor 
and  cross-examine  him  as  to  his  name,  occupa- 
tion, his  whence  and  his  whither.  When  they 
opened  the  door,  the  stranger  had  vanished. 
Next  evening,  when  they  again  gathered,  they 
were  informed  that  he  Avas  again  in  the  parlor. 
It  was  their  habit  to  read  the  Times  together 
and  talk  politics.  There  was  a  good  deal  of 
political  excitement  abroad,  and  on  this  par- 
ticular evening  the  reading  of  the  paper  had 
been  looked  forward  to  with  special  interest ; 
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but  what  was  their  surprise  to  learn  that  the 
mysterious  stranger  had  not  only  shut  himself 
up  in  his  parlor,  but  also  taken  the  only  copy 
of  the  newspaper  in  the  inn  with  him !  The 
deputation  was  again  sent ;  but  this  time  it  not 
only  found  the  room  empty,  but  the  newspaper 
reduced  to  smoking  ashes  on  the  hearth.  The 
man  was  not  in  the  hotel ;  he  had  gone  off  with 
his  carpet-bag ;  it  seemed  as  if  the  mystery 
about  him  was  to  be  forever  placed  beyond 
solution.  Several  of  the  club  went  to  watch 
his  movements  ;  reaching  the  shore,  they  saw 
beneath  the  moonlight  a  boat  with  tAvo  men  in 
it  making  for  a  queer  sort  of  foreign  craft 
hovering  off  the  coast,  lleturning  to  the  inn, 
they  procured  on  the  Avay  another  copy  of  the 
newspaper,  in  place  of  that  which  had  been  so 
singularly  destroyed.  What  was  their  chagrin 
on  seeing,  as  soon  as  they  opened  it,  a  reward 
of  five  hundred  pounds  offered  for  an  abscond- 
ing scamp  with  large  sums  about  him,  the  de- 
scription of  whom  corresponded  exactly  with  the 
mysterious  stranger  !  It  is  not  to  be  wondered 
that  strangers  entering  the  village  were  ever 
afterward  objects  of  keen  observation. 

At  the  old  town  of  Brading,  we  come  in 
contact  with  the  greatest  antiquarian  interest 
of  the  island.  In  its  old  church  the  first  pagan 
was  baptized  (a.d.  744),  and  there  is  an  old  iron 
ring  fastened  in  the  ground,  which  marks 
where  bull-baiting  was  still  a  sport  when  it  had 
disappeared  from  all  other  parts  of  the  island. 
The  village  stocks  are  yet  in  good  preserva- 
tion, and  might  hold  a  rogue  quite  securely,  if 
the  law  permitted.  Several  of  the  farms 
around  it  have  been  built  up,  in  the  old  Dutch 
fashion,  out  of  the  marshes  made  by  the  min- 
gling of  the  river  Yar  with  Brading  Haven. 
Many  years  ago  Sir  Bevis  Thelwall  spent  two 
thousand  pounds  (which  would  now  be  worth 
twenty  thousand)  in  the  effort  to  reclaim  a 
larger  portion  ;  but  the  sea  overwhelmed  his 
embankment,  and  with  it  sundry  houses  that 
had  been  erected  upon  it.  A  remarkable  dis- 
covery was,  however,  made  during  this  work : 
in  the  middle  of  the  haven  there  was  found  a 
well,  carefully  cased  in  stone,  showing  that 
since  the  presence  of  man  in  the  island  the  sea- 
bottom  at  that  point  had  been  dry  land.  The 
old  Norman  church  has  the  tombs  of  the  an- 
cient family  oi  Oglanders,  and  the  church-yard 
several  interesting  epitaphs.  Among  these  is 
one  which  has  been  widely  admired,  and  was 
set  to  music  by  Dr.  Calcott : 

"Forgive,  blest  shade,  the  tributary  tear 

That  mourns  thy  exit  from  a  world  like  this ; 
Forgive  the  wish  that  would  have  kept  thee  here, 

And  stayed  thy  progress  to  the  scats  of  bliss. 
No  more  confined  to  grov'ling  scenes  of  night; 

No  more  a  tenant  pent  in  mortal  clay— 
We  rather  now  should  hail  thy  glorious  flight, 

And  trace  thy  journey  to  the  realms  of  day." 

These  lines  have  generally  been  credited  to 
this  tombstone  of  "  Mrs.  Anne  Berry,"  or  rath- 
er to  the  curate  who  had  them  engraved  on  it ; 
but  really  they  are  altered  from  a  poem  written 
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by  Mrs.  Steele  in  17G0,  and  published  in  her 
"Poems  by  Eudoxia." 

There  are,  however,  no  reasons  to  suspect 
the  following,  on  a  stone  near  by,  of  not  being 
original : 

"  When  she  afflicted  was  full  sore, 
Still  with  patience  it  she  bore, 
And  eft  to  the  Lord  did  say, 
The  Lord  have  mercy  on  me,  I  pray  ! 
And  when  her  glass  was  fully  run, 
She  closed  her  eyes  without  a  groan." 

But  Brading  has  about  it  an  interest  whicii 
rivals  that  which  invests  the  point  at  the  other 
end  of  the  island  where  the  Laureate  of  En- 
gland has  fixed  his  residence.     Toward  the 
close  of  the  last  century  there  was  settled  in 
this  little  parish  a  clergyman  of  humble  abili- 
ties, who,  however,  had  a  way  of  observing 
with  a  tender  sympathy  the  lives  and  cares  of 
the  lowly  people  around  him,  and  a  habit  of 
writing  them  down  in  simple  language,  which 
has  invested  the  whole  of  the  island  with  a 
Christian  interest  which  has  almost  made  it 
classic.    From  time  to  titae,  about  sixty  years 
ago,  there  appeared  in  the  Christian  Guardian, 
printed  at  London,  sketches  entitled  "  The 
Dairyman's  Daughter,"  "The  Negro  Servant," 
' '  The  Young  Cottager,  or  Little  Jane. "  They 
were  signed  "Simplex;"  but  after  they  had 
awakened  general  interest,  their  writer  was 
identified  Avith  the  Rev.  Legh  Richmond,  of 
Brading.    The  sketches  appeared  in  a  volume 
entitled  "  The  Annals  of  the  Poor,"  after  Gray's 
celebrated  line.    They  were  also  circulated  as 
tracts  by  the  Tract  Society  to  the  extent  of 
hundreds  of  thousands.    How  far  those  little 
pictures  of  pious  children  and  invalids  who 
lived  in  these  lowly  cottages  have  gone !  They 
have  been  translated  into  the  German,  Swedish, 
Danish,  French,  and  Russian  languages.  The 
Emperor  of  Russia  was  found  reading  them 
(and  afterward  had  an  interview  with  their  au- 
thor in  England),  and  they  have  been  seen  in 
the  Avigwams  of  North  American  Indians.  Con- 
victs at  Botany  Bay  have  written  letters  blotted 
with  their  tears  to  the  author  of  them  ;  and  it 
is  declared  that  more  people  have  been  con- 
verted by  reading  "The  Dairyman's  Daughter" 
than  by  any  other  tract  ever  penned !  There 
is  hardly  a  day  of  the  summer  which  fails  to 
bring  hundreds  of  pilgrims  to  visit  the  homes 
and  graves  of  the  poor  people  whose  religious 
experiences  were  recorded  by  Mr.  Richmond. 
If  any  one  wonld  estimate  the  extremes  of  mind 
and  character  folded  up  in  the  English  blood, 
and  the  comprehensiveness  of  the  English 
Church,  I  know  of  no  better  gauge  of  the  same 
than  that,  side  by  side,  the  same  race  and  the 
same  Church  should  have  produced  two  sucli 
men  as  Thomas  Arnold  and  Legh  Richmond. 
They  could  not  have  been  more  different  had 
one  been  born  a  Mussulman  and  the  other  a 
Greek.    The  one,  full  of  genius,  fire,  ruddy  hu- 
manity, and  boundless  vivacity,  became  the 
apostle  of  muscular  Cliristianity ;  the  other, 
frowning  on  dancing  and  other  worldly  sport, 
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refusing  even  to  listen  to  oratorios  though  fond 
of  music,  regarding  life  with  the  distrust  of  a 
mild  hermit,  lived  in  contemplation  of  another 
world,  and  was  most  nearly  drawn  to  those  who 
were  most  rapidly  leaving  this.  Mr.  Rich- 
mond's ideal  —  he  was  himself  lame  —  was  a 
saintly  invalidism  ;  his  repugnance  to  any  thing 
so  worldly  as  rude  health  was  unconscious  but 
manifest ;  and  he  revived  that  gentle  asceticism 
which  such  men  as  Dr.  Arnold,  at  a  later  day, 
iiave  done  so  much  to  destroy.  It  is  hard, 
however,  to  eradicate  the  Englishman  out  of 
any  body  born  in  these  islands.  Even  with  the 
unworldly  piety  of  Legh  Richmond  there  was 
blended  a  shrewdness  which  could  pierce  through 
hypocrisy.  In  the  year  1813  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  excitement  concerning  one  of  those 
"fasting  women"  who  seem  to  appear  period- 
ically. Ann  Moore,  of  Tutbury,  in  Stafford- 
shire^ professed  to  have  lived  six  years  without 
having  taken  any  solid  food,  and  four  years 
and  a  half  without  any  liquid.  After  watching 
her  for  two  weeks  the  physicians  were  discuss- 
ing the  possibilities  of  the  case,  the  majority  of 
them  believing  in  its  genuineness.  The  clergy 
were  all  captivated  by  the  religious  conversa- 
tion of  the  woman,  and  believed  in  her.  "  She 
iiad,"  Mr.  Richmond  wrote,  "  partly  by  reading 
books,  and  partly  by  intercourse  with  persons 
of  intelligence  and  piety,  acquired  a  more  than 
ordinary  share  of  religious  knowledge.  She 
possessed  fluency  of  speech,  and  could  assume 
an  interesting  deportment  in  conversations  of 
a  serious  nature."  But  the  author  of  "The 
Dairyman's  Daughter"  suspected  fraud,  and, 
with  the  assistance  of  some  physicians,  kept 
such  a  strict  watch  about  her  that  the  woman 
was  reduced  to  a  state  of  exhaustion,  and  con- 
fessed the  imposition. 

It  would  be  an  error  to  regard  the  success 
of  Legh  Richmond's  writings  as  attributable 
only  to  his  sentimental  interest  in  religious  in- 
validism. There  Avas  much  more  in  him,  and 
in  those  who  read  him,  than  that.  The  fact  is, 
he  was  almost  the  first  to  strike  that  mine  out 
of  which  the  best  modern  literature  has  come — 
the  romance  of  poverty.  The  English  world 
had,  about  the  close  of  the  last  century,  become 
tired  of  kings  and  mailed  w^arriors,  and  the  glit- 
ter of  courts  with  their  brilliant  intrigues.  It 
tsighed  for  a  new  world ;  and  when  this  clergy- 
man turned  its  eyes  to  the  dying  child,  the  peas- 
ant in  his  log-house,  he  really  raised  that  popu- 
lar interest  in  the  life  of  the  lowly  which  it  has 
taken  the  genius  of  Dickens,  Mrs.  Stowe,  George 
Eliot,  and  others  to  supply.  The  absorbing 
interest  in  the  life  of  the  poor  is  the  great  feat- 
ure of  modern  life  and  literature.  I  have  al- 
ready said  that  Mr.  Richmond  was  a  man  of 
humble  abilities ;  such,  however,  as  they  were 
they  were  genuine  ;  and  being  a  man  of  educa- 
tion, he  was  enabled  to  employ  more  art  than 
he  Avas  conscious  of  in  giving  a  suitable  scenic 
environment  to  his  pictures  of  life.  He  had 
inherited  a  taste  for  landscapes  from  his  mo- 
ther, who  was  something  of  an  artist,  and  had 


himself  Avritten  a  great  deal  of  poor  poetry  in 
early  life,  which  was  at  least  good  enough  for 
practice.  That  he  had  the  poetic  temperament 
is  evident  from  such  passages  as  this  from  "  The 
Dairyman's  Daughter:" 

"Travelers,  as  they  pass  through  the  coun- 
try, usually  stop  to  inquire  Avlxose  are  the  splen- 
did mansions  which  they  disoover  among  the 
woods  and  plains  around  them.  The  families, 
title,  fortune,  or  character  of  the  respective 
owners,  engage  much  attention.  Perhaps  their 
houses  are  exhibited  to  the  admiring  stranger. 
The  elegant  rooms,  costly  furniture,  valuable 
paintings,  beautiful  gardens  and  shrubberies, 
are  universally  approved  ;  while  the  rank,  fash- 
ion, taste,  and  riches  of  the  possessor  afford 
ample  materials  for  entertaining  discussion.  In 
the  mean  time  the  lowly  cottage  of  the  poor 
husbandman  is  passed  by  as  scarcely  deserving 
of  notice.  Yet  perchance  such  a  cottage  may 
often  contain  a  treasure  of  infinitely  more  value 
than  the  sumptuous  palace  of  the  rich  man — 
even  'the  pearl  of  great  price.'  If  this  be  set 
in  the  heart  of  the  poor  cottager  it  proves  a 
gem  of  unspeakable  worth,  and  Avill  shine  among 
the  brightest  ornaments  in  the  Redeemer's  crown 
in  that  day  when  he  maketh  up  his  'jewels.'  " 

He  seemed  to  feel  as  if  there  were  something 
worldly  in  admiring  Nature  for  itself ;  and  al- 
tliough  he  could  not  repress  the  emotions  of  ad- 
miration it  excited,  he  must  always  link  them 
on  to  a  religious  purpose.  Thus,  in  a  letter  he 
once  wrote  to  Wilberforce,  he  gives  a  really  fine 
description  of  a  storm  he  had  witnessed  :  "At 
one  point  the  flashes  gleamed  upon  a  distant 

view  of  a  castle,  which  seemed  all  on  fire  

A  dark  forest  lay  behind  and  formed  a  fine  con- 
trast. Sometimes  the  forked  flashes  hurried 
one  another  in  a  kind  of  playful  progress;  at 
others  they  dashed  together  as  if  in  terrible 
combat  But  what  are  these  lightnings  com- 
pared Avith  those  Avhicli  made  Moses  quake  and 
tremble  on  Mount  Sinai  ?  or  Avhat  Avere  even 
the  latter  Avhen  contrasted  Avith  those  of  God's 
wrath  against  sinners  ?" 

Brading  is  particularly  associated  Avith  "  Lit- 
tle Jane,"  Avhose  tomb — it  is  the  middle  of  the 
three  prominent  in  the  picture  —  attracts  far 
more  attention  than  those  of  the  lords  and  la- 
dies around  it.    The  inscription  runs  thus  : 

"Saored  to  tue  Memoky  of  'Little  Jane,' 
Who  died  30th  January,  1799,  in  the  15th  year  of  her 
age. 

Ye  Avho  delight  the  power  of  God  to  trace 

And  mark  Avith  joy  each  momimeut  of  grace, 

Tread  lightly  o'er  this  grave  as  ye  explore 

'  The  short  and  simple  annals  of  the  poor.' 

A  child  reposes  underneath  this  sod— 

A  child  to  mem'ry  dear,  and  dear  to  God: 

Rejoice  !  yet  shed  a  tributary  tear — 

Jane,  the  'Young  Cottager,'  lies  buried  here." 

Under  the  trees  in  the  garden  of  the  parson- 
age the  pious  man  used  to  assemble  the  chil- 
dren of  the  village  on  summer  evenings  for  in- 
struction. Only  a  fcAv  steps  off  Avas  the  church- 
yard. "Sometimes  I  sent  the  children  to  the 
various  stones  Avhich  stood  at  the  head  of  the 
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graves,  and  bid  them  learn  the  epitaphs  in- 
scribed upon  them.  I  took  pleasure  in  seeing 
the  little  ones  thus  dispersed  in  the  church- 
yard, each  committing  to  memory  a  few  verses 

written  in  commemoration  of  the  departed  

Thus  my  church-yard  became  a  kind  of  book 
of  instruction,  and  every  grave-stone  a  leaf  of 
edification  for  my  young  disciples." 

After  all,  however,  Jane  Squibb  was  not  a 
more  natural  product,  in  her  time,  of  this  grave- 
stone education  than  is,  in,  his  time,  the  little 
boy  in  Punch  who  says  to  his  brother,  "Don't 
be  a  good  boy,  Johnny ;  good  boys  always  die." 

"The  Dairyman's  Daughter"  is  buried  in 
the  church-yard  at  Arreton.  Her  name  was 
Elizabeth  Wallbridge ;  she  died  in  1801,  at  the 
age  of  31,  and  on  her  tomb  is  written,  "  She, 
being  dead,  yet  speaketh" — a  remarkably  felic- 
itous quotation,  which  the  sixteen  common- 
place lines  of  poetry  that  follow  do  but  mar. 
The  cottages  both  here  and  at  Brading,  in 
which  Jane  and  Elizabeth  respectively  lived, 
are  still  owned  by  the  descendants  of  their  fam- 
ilies, who  have  found  their  godliness  to  be 
profitable  for  this  Avorld,  at  least. 

Mr.  Richmond  seems  to  have  had  charge  of 
sundry  little  churches,  and  his  riding  about  from 
one  to  the  other  was  like  that  of  a  Methodist 
itinerant.  He  used  to  preach  extemporaneous- 
l}-,  not,  however,  until  after  he  had  completely 
broken  down  in  an  effort  to  do  so  in  Yanerland 
church.  Afterward  he  preached  so  eloquently, 
with  very  few  notes,  in  the  presence  of  the 
Duke  of  Kent,  that  a  controversy  arose  in  the 
palace  on  the  subject.  The  royal  family  could 
so  little  imagine  that  a  man  could  preach  well 
extemporaneously  that  Mr.  Richmond's  notes 
were  sent  for  and  subjected  to  inspection.  The 
Duke  of  Kent  appointed  the  preacher  to  be  his 
chaplain.  But  he  never  gained  much  distinc- 
tion at  the  palace.  His  name  will  be  always 
associated  with  the  cottage,  or  perhaps  with 
that  solitude  among  the  magnificent  cliff's  of 
the  bay  where  he  conversed  with  the  negro. 
This  is  indeed  too  picturesque  a  scene  to  be 
omitted  in  any  account  of  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

*'I  cast  my  eyes  downward  a  little  to  the 
left,  toward  a  small  cove,  the  shore  of  which 
consists  of  fine  hard  sand.  It  is  surrounded 
by  fragments  of  rock,  chalk  cliffs,  and  steep 
banks  of  broken  earth.  Shut  out  from  human 
intercourse  and  dwellings,  it  seems  formed  for 
retirement  and  contemplation.  On  one  of 
these  rocks  I  unexpectedly  observed  a  man 
sitting  with  a  book,  which  he  was  reading. 
The  place  was  near  two  hundred  yards  perpen- 
dicular below  me  ;  but  I  soon  discovered  by 
liis  dress,  and  by  the  black  color  of  his  features, 
contrasted  with  the  white  rocks  beside  him, 
that  it  was  no  other  than  my  negro  disciple, 
with,  as  I  doubted  not,  a  Bible  in  his  hand. 
I  rejoiced  in  this  unlooked-for  opportunity  of 
meeting  him  in  so  solitary  and  interesting  a 
situation.  He  was  intent  on  his  book,  and  did 
not  perceive  me  till  I  approached  very  near  to 
him.     'William,  is  that  you?'    'Ah,  massal 


me  very  glad  to  see  you.  How  came  massa 
into  dis  place  ?  Me  tought  nobody  here  but  only 
God  and  me.'  "  After  a  long  conversation  Avith 
the  negro,  Mr.  Richmond  thus  concludes  : 

"'My  friend,'  said  I,  ' I  will  now  pray  with 
you  for  your  own  soul,  and  for  those  of  your 
parents  also.'  This  was  a  new  and  solemn 
house  of  prayer.  The  sea-sand  was  our  floor ; 
the  heavens  were  our  roof ;  the  cliffs,  the  rocks, 
the  hills,  and  the  waves,  formed  the  walls  of  our 

chamber  The  presence  of  God  was  there. 

I  prayed — the  negro  wept — his  heart  was  full — 
I  felt  for  him,  and  could  not  but  weep  likewise. 

 I  leaned  upon  his  arm  as  we  ascended  the 

steep  cliff  in  my  way  back  to  my  horse.  Humility 
and  thankfulness  were  marked  in  his  counte- 
nance ;  I  leaned  on  his  arm  with  the  feelings 
of  a  brother.  It  was  a  relationship  I  was  hap- 
py to  own." 

From  the  downs  near  Arreton  the  finest  pan- 
orama of  the  island  is  to  be  seen.  Looking 
upon  the  graceful  undulations  of  hill  and  dale, 
the  silvery  rivers,  the  embowered  villages,  the 
slender  spires  or  ivy-clad  towers  of  churches — 
all  encircled  by  the  crystal  sea,  one  may  dream 
over  all  his  dreams  of  happy  isles  and  then  re- 
pose. Tennyson  need  go  no  further  for  the 
land  of  the  Lotus-eaters  : 

"A  laud  of  streams !  Some,  like  a  downwavd  smoke, 
Slow-dropping  veils  of  thinnest  lawn,  do  go ; 
You  see  the  gleaming  river  seaward  flow 

From  the  inner  land  

Through  mountain  clefts  the  dale 
Is  seen  far  inland,  and  the  yellow  down 
Bordered  with  trees,  and  many  a  winding  vale 
Aud  meadow,  set  with  galingale; 
A  laud  where  all  things  always  seem  the  same !" 

Years  ago,  when  I  was  residing  in  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio,  a  negro  of  that  city  painted  a  really 
beautiful" picture  of  the  "Land  of  the  Lotus- 
eaters."  Every  feature  of  Tennyson's  poem 
was  interpreted  in  it  with  a  skill  and  delicacy 
which  excited  the  admiration  of  all  who  saw  it. 
By  exhibiting  it  in  that  and  other  cities  he 
made  enough  money  to  enable  him  to  bring  the 
picture  to  England.  He  had  long  cherished 
the  hope  of  submitting  it  to  the  Laut^eate  him- 
self. He  did  so,  and  the  warmth  of  the  poet's 
approval  was  shown  in  hospitalities  to  the 
dusky  artist  which  might  have  been  envied 
by  many  a  white  American  who  would  not  sit 
at  the  same  table  with  a  negro,  had  he  the 
genius  of  Claude.  So  Legh  Richmond  is  not 
the  only  one  who  ever  talked  on  high  themes 
with  a  negro  amidst  these  beautiful  scenes. 

There  are  two  old  barrows  near  Arreton 
which  show  that  the  ancient  Britons  had  an 
eye  for  beauty  in  selecting  spots  for  the  repose 
of  their  dead  ;  and  pieces  of  Roman  armor  have 
also  been  dug  up  here.  There  are  several 
quaint  epitaphs  in  the  church-yard.  One  on 
a  brass  plate  in  the  old  church  runs  thus  : 

"Loe  here  under  this  tomb  incoucht 
Is  William  Serle  by  name. 
Who  for  his  deedes  of  charitie 
Deservcth  worthy  fame. 
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♦'A  mau  within  this  Parish  borne, 
And  in  the  house  called  Stone, 
A  glass  for  to  behold  a  work 
Hath  left  to  every  one. 

"For  that  unto  the  people  poor 
Of  Arreton,  he  gave 
An  hundred  pounds  in  readie  coyue, 
He  wiird  that  they  should  have. 

"To  be  ymployed  in  fittest  sorte 
As  man  could  best  invent, 
For  yearely  relief  to  the  Poore, 
That  was  his  good  intent. 

"Thus  did  this  man,  a  Batcheler, 
Of  yeares  full  fifty-nyne ; 
And  doing  good  to  many  a  one 
Soe  did  he  spend  his  tyme. 

"Until  the  day  he  did  decease. 
The  first  of  Februarey, 
And  in  the  year  of  One  Thousand 
Five  hundred  neyntie  five." 

From  Brading  we  Avancler  along  the  superb 
cliffs — rising  in  crests  like  some  old  sea  that  had 
suddenly  hardened  to  land — each  height  the 
outlook  of  a  new  picture,  until  we  come  to 
w^hat  was  anciently  Sandham  (i.  e.,  the  home 
on  the  sands),  but  is  now  Sandown.  Here  Hen- 
ry yill.  built  a  great  fort  against  the  appre- 
hended attack  of  the  French  fleet  on  the  "De- 
fender of  the  Faith  ;"  but  the  sea,  not  so  easily 
intimidated,  swalloAved  up  the  seventy  acres 
which  belonged  to  it,  and  Charles  I.  built  an- 
other. That,  too,  has  been  removed,  and  the 
present  fortress  is  Palmerstonian.  Here  Collins 
the'  artist,  father  of  Wilkie  Collins  the  novelist, 
painted  his  chief  sea-pictures.  And  here,  too, 
the  famous  John  Wilkes  built  his  "villakin," 
as  he  called  it,  surrounding  it  with  the  queer 
pavilions  occupied  by  the  birds,  which  Avere  al- 
most his  only  friends,  and  for  whom  he  hung 
baskets  of  grain  in  the  trees.  He  seems  to  have 
made  the  daring  experiment  of  being  the  most 
eccentric  man  in  England,  and  to  have  suc- 
ceeded. He  raised  classic  tombs  and  columns 
in  his  g£trden,  and  inscribed  them  to  the  objects 
of  his  admiration,  including  himself.  One 
built  after  the  model  of  Virgil's  tomb  at  Naples 
he  used  as  a  wine-bin,  and  inscribed  it :  "  Caro- 
lo  Churchill,  Divino  poetoe,  Amico  Jucundo, 
Civi  optime  de  Patria  merito. "  Other  inscrip- 
tions were:  "Fortunte  Reduci  et  civitati  Lon- 
dinensi,  P.  Johannes  Wilkes,  Qua?stor,  1789." 
"To  filial  piety  and  Mary  Wilkes."  Now  an 
old  man  with  powdered  queue,  clothes  of  scarlet 
and  gold,  laces  and  ruffles,  and  boots  reaching 
above  his  knees,  he  employed  his  time  in  writ- 
ing his  memoirs  and  startling  the  boys  and 
girls  so  often  as  he  walked  about  Sandown.  He 
was  very  aff'able,  however,  opening  his  queer 
premises  to  all  visitors,  and  doing  the  honors  of 
the  place  himself  to  all  comers.  Under  all  his 
scarlet  and  gold  he  showed  himself  the  most 
genuine  revolutionist  of  the  French  school  which 
England  ever  produced,  by  inviting  the  trades- 
men of  Sandown  with  whom  he  dealt  to  his 
table,  giving  them  the  most  expensive  Avines, 
and  enjoying  hugely  their  queer  remarks  and 
behavior  under  such  novel  circumstances.  My 
reader  may  perchance  know  of  John  Wilkes  as 


the  son  of  a  rich  London  distiller,  who,  with  a 
liberal  education,  traveled,  married  a  lady  of 
fortune  ;  became  a  colonel ;  represented  Ayles- 
bury in  Parliament ;  bitterly  opposed  Earl  Bute ; 
published  the  North  Briton,  in  which  he  accused 
the  king  of  uttering  a  lie  from  the  throne  ;  was 
therefor  imprisoned  in  the  Tower ;  came  out 
the  popular  "patriot"  of  the  day  ;  was  expelled 
from  Parliament  for  an  "Essay  on  Woman," 
thought  immoral ;  afterward  elected  and  re- 
elected for  Middlesex  until  Parliament  was 
forced  to  readmit  him  ;  became  Lord  Mayor  of 
London ;  saved  the  Bank  of  England  in  the 
riots  of  1780 ;  became  Chamberlain  of  London  ; 
died  1797,  aged  sixty.  But  the  real  life  of  a 
man  is  frequently  left  out  of  his  biographies. 
Searching  into  some  old  contemporaneous  rec- 
ords of  the  times  in  which  Wilkes  liA'ed,  I  have 
found  some  very  curious  things  indeed  relating 
to  him.  When  Wilkes  returned  from  his  trav- 
els in  early  life,  and  was  made  a  colonel,  he 
seemed  to  be  quite  full  of  all  those  ideas  of 
society,  religion,  and  morals  which  Avere  pre- 
paring the  combustible  materials  for  the  French 
Revolution.  He  Avas  stationed  at  Winchester, 
and  was  fond  of  visiting  the  Isle  of  Wight. 
There  he  became  intimate  Avith  a  very  beauti- 
ful young  Avoman  of  obscure  position.  The  off- 
spring of  this  acquaintance  AA'as  a  boy  AA'hom 
Wilkes  made  great  efforts  to  have  turn  out  a 
celebrity.  He  placed  him  in  the  finest  school 
in  Paris,  afterward  sent  him  to  be  taught  at 
Hamburg;  but  finally  the  boy  —  Avliose  name 
Avas  William  Smith — persisting  in  being  stupid, 
Avas  sent  to  serve  the  East  India  Company. 
The  mother  had  long  before  died.  It  is  not 
Avonderful  that  Wilkes  had  acquired  a  peculiar 
reputation  in  the  Isle  of  Wight.  Female  serv- 
ants in  the  inns  AA  here  he  lodged  timidly  refused 
to  attend  him.  Old  conserA^atives,  after  he  had 
registered  his  name,  have  been  known  to  turn 
him  out  of  their  inns,  on  Avhicli  occasions,  hoAV- 
ever,  he  Avas  sure  to  be  called  in  and  lodged 
like  a  prince  by  some  partisan  hater  of  Bute 
and  the  king.  He  AA-as  known  as  the  "liberty- 
boy;"  and  he  certainly  seems  to  have  known 
hoAv  to  take  liberties.  He  did  not  hesitate  to 
call  his  London  residence  his  "Seraglio,"  and 
his  significant  name  for  the  Isle  of  Wight  Avas 
"Cypria."  Yet  the  great  salient  feature  of 
his  life  Avas  his  devotion  to  his  lovely  and  ac- 
complished daughter  Mary,  for  Avhom  to  the 
day  of  her  death  there  Avere  no  sacrifices  which 
he  would  not  cheerfully  make  —  a  devotion 
Avhich  Avas  repaid  by  that  daughter's  unfailing 
love  and  admiration.  When  he  Avas  sent  to 
the  ToAver  his  first  thought  Avas  of  his  daughter, 
and  he  wrote  to  her : 

"Be  assured  that  I  have  done  nothing  uuAvorthy  of 
a  man  of  honor,  who  has  the  happiness  of  being  your 
father.  You  shall  never  in  life  blush  for  me.  I  am 
only  accused  of  Avriting  the  last  North  Briton;  yet  my 
SAVord  has  been  taken  from  me,  all  my  papers  have 
been  stolen  by  ruflians,  and  I  have  been  forcibly 
brought  here.  I  haA-e  not  yet  seen  my  accusers,  nor 
have  I  heard  Avho  they  are.  My  friends  are  refused 
admittance  to  me.  Lord  Temple  and  my  brother  could 
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not  be  allowed  to  see  me  yesterday.  As  an  English- 
man I  must  lament  that  my  liberty  is  thus  wickedly 
taken  away,  yet  I  am  not  unhappy,  for  my  honor  is 
clear,  my  health  good,  and  my  spirit  unshaken,  I  be- 
lieve, indeed,  inviucible.  The  most  pleasing  thoughts 
I  have  are  of  you ;  the  most  agreeable  news  I  can  hear 
will  be  the  continuance  of  your  health.  I  beg  you  not 
to  write  a  word  of  public  business  or  of  my  public  sit- 
uation. Can  you  get  me  made  Membre  de  Parlement 
(le  Paris,  for  that  of  Westminster  is  losing  all  its  privi- 
leges ?  Continue  to  love  me,  and  believe  me,  with 
the  greatest  warmth  of  affection,  your  obliged  father, 

"John  Wilkes." 

The  poor  girl  must  have  gone  througb  many 
tortures  about  her  erratic  father.    At  one  time 
he  is  brought  home  bruised  by  a  fall  from  his 
horse,  at  another  Avith  a  bullet  in  him  received 
in  a  duel.    He  seems  to  have  had  an  enibarras 
of  the  latter  kind  of  amusement.    Once,  when 
he  was  walking  with  Lord  Palmerston  to  Notre 
Dame  in  Paris,  Wilkes  was  met  by  a  fervid 
Scotchman  whom  he  had  never  before  seen  or 
heard  of,  who  insisted  on  his  fighting  him  thaj; 
day  for  having  spoken  disrespectfully  of  the  line 
of  latitude  just  north  of  England.     "With  the 
greatest  pleasure,"  responds  Wilkes  ;  "only  I 
have  already  promised  the  first  chance  of  my 
life  to  Lord  Egremont.    Afterward,  my  dear 
Sir,  I  shall  be  most  happy,"  etc.,  etc.  There 
was  at  one  time  a  probability  that  he  would  die 
of  the  wound  received  in  a  duel  with  Samuel 
Martin,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  (1763),  Avhom 
Wilkes  had  declared  to  be  "  the  most  treacher- 
ous, base,  selfish,  mean,  abject,  low-lived,  and 
dirty  fellow  that  ever  wriggled  himself  into  a 
Secretaryship."  Wilkes  had  already  exchanged 
shots  with  Lord  Talbot,  and  accepted  Martin's 
challenge,  accepting  Martin's  weapons  also  Cpi^- 
tols),  though  he  had  a  right  to  select  the  sword, 
with  which  he  was  more  skillful.    (It  turned 
out  that,  in  the  expectation  of  the  duel,  Martin 
had  been  for  several  montlis  practicing  at  a  tar- 
get.)   The  two  met  in  Hyde  Park,  and  walked 
together  some  little  way  to  avoid  observation. 
Wilkes  missed,  and  received  a  ball  in  his  stom- 
ach.    Wilkes  bled  very  much,  and  Martin 
came  up  desiring  to  render  him  assistance. 
Wilkes  replied  that  he  was  killed  ;  that  Martin 
had  better  escape ;  and  that  he  (Martin)  had 
behaved  like  a  man  of  honor.    If  we  recur  to 
what  he  had  said  in  the  North  Briton  concern- 
ing this  "man  of  honor"  Ave  shall  get  a  pretty 
fair  gauge  of  the  absurdities  to  which  tlie  old 
dueling  custom  Avas  liable.    Wilkes,  believing 
that  he  Avas  dying,  sent  Martin  his  note  of  chal- 
lenge in  order  that  it  might  not  be  made  evi- 
dence against  him.    Proceedings  Avere  at  this 
time  aAvaiting  the  attendance  of  Wilkes  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  Martin  shoAved  his 
gratitude  to  his  antagonist  by  managing  to  be 
out  of  England  Avhen  the  trial  came  on,  so  as 
not  to  appear  or  vote  against  him. 

Meantime  it  is  remarkable  that  amidst  all 
this  tumult  Wilkes  found  time  to  write  some 
clever  literary  essays,  and  to  publish  transla- 
tions or  editions  of  such  congenial  classics  as 
Catullus,  Tiberius,  and  Propertiiis,  quaintly 
ending  up  Avith  the  scA'ere  moralist  Theophras-  ; 


tus !    The  story  of  the  "  Essay  on  Woman"  is 
singular.    He  had  a  private  press  at  Avhich  he 
ordered,  that  twelve  copies  only  of  this  brief 
poem  should  be  struck  off,  for  he  seems  to  have 
had  no  idea  of  publishing  it.    One  of  the  print- 
ers took  one  sheet  of  it  Avith  him  to  Avrap  some 
butter  in.    Having  unrolled  the  butter  at  a 
friend's  house  Avhere  he  Avas  to  sup,  the  friend 
read  some  of  the  verses,  and  finding  them  spicy, 
asked  for  the  paper,  Avhich  he  shoAved  to  some 
one  else.     The  paper,  passing  from  hand  to 
hand,  found  its  Avay  to  higher  quarters.  The 
eminent  enemies  of  Wilkes,  anxious  to  get  hold 
of  some  charge  against  him  Avhich  Avould  go 
doAvn  Avith  the  public  better  than  their  political 
indictments,  actually  bribed  the  head  printer 
Avith  a  place  AA'orth  a  hundred  pounds  per  annum 
to  give  them  a  copy  of  the  Avhole  poem.  The 
ridicule  it  heaped  on  the  Athanasian  Creed 
Wilkes  justified  by  quoting  Archbishop  Tillot- 
son's  Avish  that  the  Church  Avere  fairly  rid  of 
that  creed  ;  and,  Avith  regard  to  the  alleged  in- 
decencies of  other  portions,  after  making  sun- 
dry cracks  in  the  glass  houses  in  Avhich  many 
of  his  accusers  dwelt,  he  confessed  that  it  con- 
tained "a  fcAV  portraits  draAvn  from  Avarm  life, 
Avith  the  too  high  coloring  of  a  youthful  fancy; 
and  tAvo  or  three  descriptions,  perhaps  too  lus- 
cious, Avhich,  though  nature  and  Avoman  might 
pardon,  a  Kidgell  and  a  Mansfield  could  not 
fail  to  condemn."    Wilkes  does  not  appear  to 
have  lost  any  friends  by  the  publication  of  the 
poem  either  among  men  or  women,  nor  e\'en  by 
the  scandals  Avhich  were  bruited  concerning 
certain  Eleusinian  rites  practiced  by  himself 
and  some  of  his  friends  at  Medmenham,  in 
Buckinghamshire.    There  Avas,  it  seems,  an 
old  Cistercian  Abbey  there,  Avhich  Sir  Francis 
Dashwood  bought  and  converted  into  a  temple 
to  a  nameless  pagan  deity,  in  Avhich  he  and 
his  friends — Wilkes  among  them — used  to  go 
through  burlesque  rites  habited  as  friars.  The 
inscriptions,  pictures,  and  sculptures  about  this 
temple  Avere  certainly  prurient  enough,  unless 
the  baronet  and  his  friends  were  much  belied, 
to  Avarrant  all  the  gossip  of  the  times — Avhich 
surely  Avere  the  strangest  times  through  Avhich 
this  serious  Anglo-Saxon  people  ever  passed. 
It  Avas  Avhile  Sir  Francis  DashAvood  Avas  Chan- 
cellor that  the  infamous  picture  of  him  AA^orship- 
ing  Venus  as  a  friar  holding  a  communion  cup 
Avas  in  the  Dilettanti  Club,  to  Avhich  he  him- 
self presented  it ;  and  when  Bute,  George  IIL's 
Prime  Minister,  visited  this  same  exemplary 
Chancellor  of  his  appointment  in  Buckingham- 
shire, he  Avas  shoAvn  through  the  temple  I  have 
described. 

In  searching  among  the  dusty  records  of 
these  afl^airs,  Avhich  seemed  in  their  day  of 
such  overAvhelming  importance,  but  arc  now 
difficult  to  get  at,  I  stumbled  upon  a  queer  lit- 
tle incident  Avhich  concerns  two  greater  men 
than  Wilkes.  It  seems  that  Dr.  Johnson  had  a 
grudge  against  Wilkes,  because  the  latter  had 
held  up  something  in  his  grammar  to  ridicule. 
Johnson  had  written— "H  seldom,  perhaps 
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never,  begins  any  but  the  first  syllable."  Wilkes 
gave  several  examples  of  the  contrary,  and 
wrote — "The  author  of  this  observation  must 
be  a  man  of  a  quick  appre-hension,  and  of  a 
most  compre-hensive  genius."  In  March,  1759, 
when  Wilkes  was  very  influential  in  Parliament, 
Dr.  Johnson  was  in  great  distress  about  a  ne- 
gro servant  of  his,  a  boy  named  Francis  Bar- 
ber, who  had  been  pressed  on  board  the  Stag 
frigate.  Johnson  applied  to- his  friend  Tobias 
Smollett,  then  residing  at  Chelsea,  for  help. 
Smollett  wrote  to  Wilkes  an  account  of  the 
matter,  adding,  "You  know  what  matter  of 
animosity  the  said  Johnson  has  against  you, 
and  I  dare  say  you  desire  no  other  opportunity 
of  resenting  it  than  that  of  laying  him  under  an 
obligation. "  Wilkes  at  once  secured  the  release 
of  the  negro,  and  Smollett  writes  him  two  very 
characteristic  letters.  "Your  generosity  with 
respect  to  Johnson  shall  be  the  theme  of  our 
applause  and  thanksgiving.  I  shall  be  very 
proud  to  have  myself  comprehended  in  your 
league,  offensive  and  defensive  ;  nay,  I  con- 
sider myself  already  as  a  contracting  party,  and 
have  recourse  to  the  assistance  of  my  allies." 
The  lively  sense  of  favors  expected,  thus  frankly 
mingled  with  Smollett's  gratitude,  referred  to 
a  request  that  Wilkes  would  manage  to  get  the 
prosecution  instituted  by  Admiral  Knowles 
against  him  (Smollett)  for  libel  in  an  article  in 
the  Critical  Review.  "  If  the  affair  can  not  be 
compromised,"  says  Smollett,  "we  intend  to 
kick  up  a  dust  and  die  hard."  But  it  wouldn't 
answer  ;  Smollett  had  to  be  confined  in  the 
King's  Bench,  and  the  only  dust  kicked  up  was 
the  "Adventures  of  Sir  Lancelot  Greaves," 
which  he  wrote  there.  In  another  letter  Smol- 
lett alludes  to  some  secret  between  himself  and 
Wilkes,  and  says,  "  My  secrecy  you  may  depend 
on."  I  fear  there  is  a  touch  of  servility  in  its 
closing  words — "  That  he"  (Wilkes)  "  may  con- 
tinue to  enjoy  his  happy  flow  of  spirits,  and 
proceed  through  life  with  a  flowing  sail  of  pros- 
perity and  reputation,  is  the  wish,  and  the  hope, 
and  the  confident  expectation  of  his  much 
obliged,  humble  servant,  T.  Smollett."  The 
favorable  account  of  the  Wilkes  era  in  Smol- 
lett's history  was,  however,  it  is  but  just  to  say, 
written  before  this  correspondence. 

Wilkes  seems  to  have  employed  one-half  of 
his  active  life  writing  the  memoirs  of  the 
other  half ;  but  it  was  said,  at  the  time,  that 
his  daughter's  advice  led  him  to  suppress 
them.  He  was  a  frequent  guest  of  the  Hon. 
Thomas  Fitzmaurice,  at  whose  residence  in  the 
island  many  wits  of  the  time  were  entertained 
during  the  summer  months.  Among  these 
were  Hawkesworth — the  biographer  of  Swift, 
and  author  of  the  Oriental  tale  "  Almoran  and 
Hamet,"  which  had  much  popularity  in  its  day 
—  and  Garrick.  Wilkes  was  generally  the 
most  brilliant  of  the  company  in  repartee,  and 
he  seemed  to  take  especial  delight  in  attacking 
Garrick,  his  sarcasms  on  Avhom  Avere  sometimes 
complained  of  by  their  victim  as  amounting  to 
rudeness.    Wilkes  declared  he  was  doing  Gar- 


rick a  service  in  mortifying  his  inordinate 
vanity.  His  writing  was  very  powerful,  the 
effect  of  his  essays  in  the  North  Briton  being 
quite  comparable  to  that  produced  by  the  let- 
ters of  J  unius.  A  Devonshire  farmer  bequeath- 
ed him  £5000  "for  the  courage  with  which  he 
defended  the  liberty  of  his  country."  The 
system  of  "general  warrants,"  which  really 
amounted  to  "  Lettres  de  cachet,"  fell  beneath 
his  rapier,  and  he  kept  the  panic-stricken  officials 
around  him  from  many  an  extreme  of  oppres- 
sion. He  was  the  creation  of  the  revolutionary 
era,  and  might  have  said,  with  Zanga — 

"  I  like  this  rocking  of  the  battlements, 
It  suits  the  gloomy  temper  of  my  soul." 

His  tomb  bears  the  best  that  can  be  truly  said 
of  him  in  its  simple  inscription  :  "He  was  the 
friend  of  liberty." 

"l  confess  that,  in  reading  the  contemporane- 
ous accounts  of  Wilkes,  and  the  dozen  or  so 
brilliant  Englishmen  of  the  same  kind,  who 
shared  with  him  what  were  known  as  French 
•principles,  I  can  not  help  recognizing  the  plea 
of  "  extenuating  circumstances  "  for  the  excess- 
es committed  by  those  who  ruled  here  in  those 
days.  The  revolutionary  leaders  proclaimed 
even  more  extreme  doctrines  than  they  held. 
They  took  delight  in  declaring  themselves  athe- 
ists or  infidels  ;  they  ridiculed  marriage  ;  and, 
in  fact,  gave  Mr.  Burke  actual  leason  for  be- 
lieving that  there  was  in  the  air  a  congregation 
of  pestilent  vapors,  whose  thunder-bolts  might 
presently  shatter  the  ^  whole  existing  order. 
What  were  people  to  think  when  along  these 
shores,  bristling  Avith  hasty  defenses,  men  could 
be  heard  singing — 

"  The  French  for  us  a  plan  have  laid, 
And  unto  us  the  same  conveyed ; 
And  if  that  we  our  rights  maintain, 
-Our  liberty  we  soon  shall  gain. 
Rouse,  Britons,  rouse, 
Rouse  from  your  stupidity. 
And  burst  the  chains  of  tyranny  !" 

But  such  feelings  were  not  confined  to  sail- 
ors. Mrs.  Catharine  Macauley  was  taking  into 
London  draAving  -  rooms  her  republican  dog, 
petted  because  it  had  been  "stroked  by  the 
hand  of  Washington;"  and  Avas  able  actually 
to  lie  down  and  die,  as  she  did,  from  sheer  dis- 
appointment, Avhen  it  Avas  thought  Louis  XVI. 
had  successfully  escaped.  Enough  ladies  and 
gentlemen  Avere  found  to  canonize  her.  The 
imitation  of  "French  morals"  Avas  becoming 
popular  in  the  houses  even  of  the  nobility,  and 
there  Avere  Avhispers  of  magnificent  Avomen  sac- 
rificing Avhat  the  old-fashioned  deemed  virtue, 
to  influence  those  Avho  Avere  as  the  pillars  of 
the  old  order,  or  to  discover  by  intrigue  the 
secrets  of  state.  The  public  apprehensions  Avere 
perfectly  genuine.  The  pulpit  thundered  its 
alarms,  and  for  once  in  its  history  the  English 
clergymen  Avere  eloquent. 

"Cock-eyed"  as  Wilkes  proverbially  AA'as  (and 
Hogarth's  picture  of  him  Avas  hardly  a  caricature), 
he  Avas  such  a  pet  in  fashionable  society  that  he 
boasted  he  could  fascinate  any  Avoman  in  the  Isle 
of  Wight ;  Avhile  he  certainly  must  haA^e  had  great 
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faith  in  the  revolutionary  spirit  around  him  when 
he  wrote  the  article  in  the  North  Briton  for  which 
he  was  imprisoned — the  famous  ' '  No.  45. "  The 
passage  for  which  he  was  arraigned  was  this : 
"This  week  has  given  the  public  the  most 
abandoned  instance  of  ministerial  effrontery 
ever  attempted  to  be  imposed  upon  mankind. 
The  minister's  speech  of  last  Tuesday  is  not  to 
be  paralleled  in  the  annals  of  this  country.  I 
am  in  doubt  whether  the  imposition  is  greater 
on  the  sovereign  or  on  the  nation.  Every 
friend  of  his  country  must  la^lent  that  a  prince 
of  so  many  great  and  amiable  qualities,  whom 
England  truly  reveres,  can  be  brought  to  give 
the  sanction  of  his  sacred  name  to  the  most 
odious  measures,  and  to  the  most  unjustifia- 
ble public  declarations  from  a  throne  ever  re- 
nowned for  truth,  honor,  and  unsullied  virtue." 
And  the  result  justified  his  audacity.  Such 
was  his  popularity  after  he  had  been  committed 
to  the  Tower,  that  his  enemies  found  they  were 
burning  their  hands  in  the  attempt  to  roast 
Wilkes,  and  one  month  was  substituted  for  the 
twenty-two  for  which  he  had  been  sentenced. 
He  refused  release  on  bail.   He  came  out  a  lion. 
London  was  illuminated.   Ladies  marked  their 
brooches  with  "No.  45,"  and  gentlemen  their 
coaches.    The  excitement  of  the  occasion  was 
fanned  by  the  enthusiasm  for  "Wilkes  and 
Liberty"  which  pervaded  Paris,  Avhere  Wilkes 
often  went  and  was  always  idolized.  "Eu- 
rope," wrote  Diderot  to  him,  "  will  be  surprised 
at  your  patriotism  and  your  success  ;  or  rather 
Europe  will  admire  the  one  and  rejoice  at  the 
other.    I  am  the  first  to  felicitate  you  on  the 
occasion,  and  to  join  my  congratulations  to 
those  of  all  the  friends  of  tlie  human  race, 
which  was  certainly  never  intended  to  wear  fet- 
ters.   The  august  senate  of  Great  Britain  will 
still  count  a  Wilkes  among  its  most  illustrious 
members,  and  the  liberty  of  your  country  will 
still  find  in  you  a  generous  defender  of  its 
rights  and  privileges." 

Yet,  while  all  these  things  show  that  the 
danger  to  the  old  order  was  by  no  means  un- 
real, the  proverbial  cruelty  of  fear  never  had 
more  terrible  illustrations  than  in  those  days. 
The  graves  of  nameless  martyrs  lie  all  along 
these  southern  coasts.  There  are  wild  stories, 
too,  from  those  days  which  history  has  dropped 
out  of  her  page.  Here  is  one  :  In  1798  twenty- 
five  Englishmen  were  accused  of  having  con- 
spired to  mutiny,  in  favor  of  France,  on  the  ship 
Defiance,  then  off  Brest.  They  were  brought 
over  here  and  tried  on  board  the  Gladiator. 
Of  them  eleven  were  hung,  two  received  two 
hundred  lashes  and  a  years'  sohtary  confine- 
ment each,  two  others  one  hundred  lashes  and 
six  months'  solitary  confl'nement,  one  a  minor 
punishment,  and  the  rest  were  acquitted.  The 
eleven  who  were  hung  proclaimed  their  inno- 
cence of  any  conspiracy  against  England,  on 
the  decks  of  the  ships  from  which  they  were 
executed,  and  died  bravely.  The  clergyman 
who  attended  them  was  convinced  of  their  in- 
nocence ;  the  crowd  was  convinced  ;  yet  it  was 
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thought  no  time  when  any  one  even  suspected  of 
connivance  with  the  enemy  should  escape,  and 
the  sentence  of  the  court-martial  was  carried 
out,  though  the  prisoners  had  all  knelt  and  re- 
peated together  a  prayer  in  which  they  said, 
after  a  form  prepared  beforehand,  "If  we  are 
guilty  in  Thy  sight,  if  we  have  polluted  our 
souls  with  any  oath  that  we  will  not  confess 
and  repent  for,  may  the  whole  weight  of  Thy 
right  arm  be  upon  us ;  make  us  examples  of 
justice  in  this  life,  and  may  our  portion  be  with 
the  reprobate  in  the  next,  in  the  everlasting 
flames  of  hell!" 

Lord  Brougham  has  descanted  on  Wilkes  as 
the  type  of  the  demagogue.    It  is  probable 
that  Wilkes   first  entered  upon  his  career 
with  a  high  sentiment,  which  gradually  be- 
came lowered  under  the  personal  consequence 
afterward  thrust  upon  him,  and  through  his 
association  with  men  who  had  other  ends  than 
purely  patriotic  ones  to  subserve  by  their  radi- 
calism.   One  of  these,  for  instance,  was  the 
poor  poet,  and  poorer  divine,  Churchill,  who, 
for  the  last  four  years  of  his  life,  was  such  a 
prominent  figure  in  London.    When,  under 
Lord  Bute's  administration,  the  cry  arose  that 
the  revenue  was  becoming  the  prey  of  Scotland, 
Churchill  wrote  his  "Prophecy  of  Famine," 
which  alarmed  the  Scottish  place-hunters.  He 
used  to  dress  his  little  son  in  Scotch  plaid,  like 
a  Highlander,  to  plague  the  Scotch.    He  was 
one  of  those  included  in  the  warrant  for  the  ar- 
rest of  all  concerned  in  writing  or  printing  No. 
45  of  the  North  Briton,  but  escaped  by  a  device 
of  Wilkes,  who  knew  how  to  take  care  of  his 
friends.    After  Hogarth  had  made  a  caricature 
of  Wilkes  with  his  squint,  Churchill  wrote  a 
savage  "  Epistle  to  William  Hogarth,"  who,  in 
return,  impaled  him  with  almost  the  only  fame 
he  now  has  :  he  represented  Churchill  as  a  bear 
in  torn  clerical  bands,  and  paws  in  ruffles,  hold- 
ing a  pot  of  porter  in  one  hand,  and  a  club, 
inscribed  with  "  Lyes  "  and  "North  Briton," 
in  the  other,  and  a  pug-dog  using  his  poems  as 
a  bone.    Beneath  was  written  :  "The  Bruiser 
C.  Churchill  (once  the  Kev.),  in  the  character 
of  a  Russian  Hercules,  regaling  himself  after 
having  killed  the  monster  Caricature,  that  so 
sorely  galled  his  virtuous  friend,  the  heaven 
born  Wilkes."    In  the  fall  of  1764,  Churchill 
started  on  a  visit  to  Wilkes,  then  an  exile  at 
Paris,  but  died  at  Boulogne,  on  the  way.  His 
body  Avas  brought  to  Dover,  where  it  is  buried 
in  the  church  of  St.  Martin. 

Passing  onward  toward  Shanklin  I  encount- 
ered a  band  of  gipsies,  among  whom  were  some 
young  girls  and  children  whose  blonde  beauty 
was  quite  remarkable.  That  in  some  way  or 
other  some  of  these  gipsies  have  managed  to 
get  Norman  blood  in  them,  I  am  convinced. 
It  may  have  been  by  stealing  the  children  of 
high  families,  which  at  one  time  was  a  common 
practice.  There  seem  to  have  been  also,  at 
one  time,  a  number  of  well-attested  instances 
in  which  high-born  girls,  blase  with  fashionable 
life,  or  perhaps  threatened  with  compulsory 
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marriages,  sought  the  company  of  gipsies. 
Lyrics  and  ballads  celebrating  the  joys  of  the 
wild  life  were  numerous,  and  the  young  girl 
went  from  her  dull  routine  to  sing ; 

"  Liberty,  liberty ! 

Search  the  world  round, 
'Tis  with  the  gipsy 

Aloue  thou  art  foiiud. 
Then  in  the  gay  greenwood 

"We  worship  thee  now; 
The  free,  oh,  the  free 

Still  live  under  the  bough." 

Simpson  estimates  the  number  of  gipsies  in 
Great  Britain  at  250,000. 

It  Avas,  no  doubt,  much  the  same  kind  of  girl 
as  this  to  whose  blue  eyes  I  have  been  unable 
to  refuse  a  sixpence,  who  was  caught  up  near 
one  of  these  villages,  cold,  half  starved,  by  the 
gipsies,  nearly  a  hundred  years  ago,  and  put 
on  the  Avay  of  that  strange  destiny  which  the 
thousands  who  now  enjoy  the  munificence  of 
Miss  Burdett-Coutts  have  reason  to  thank.  A 
lovely  little  girl  she  was,  but  with  a  sparkling 
genius  about  her  which  the  gipsy  life  could  not 
satisfy.  The  first  company  of  strolling  players 
she  encounters  offer  greater  attractions,  and 
she  roams  from  town  to  town,  the  histrionic 
queen  of  rustics,  until  she  reigns  at  Drury 
Lane,  without  a  rival  in  ''The  Rivals."  The 
mistress,  and  aftferward  the  Avife,  of  the  great 
banker  of  the  Strand,  Thomas  Coutts,  Harriet 
Mellon  one  day  found  herself  a  lively  AvidoAv, 
Avith  an  income  of  seventy  thousand  pounds 
per  annum,  able  to  command  the  hand  and 
title  of  the  young  Duke  of  St.  Albans — a  title 
Avhich  OAved  its  existence,  strange  to  say,  to  a 
somcAvhat  similarly  situated  lady  named  Nell 
GAvynne.  The  Duchess  Avas  old,  OA'er  fifty  at 
least,  and  her  ducal  spouse  only  half  as  old  ; 
but  she  AA'as  original  and  histrionic  to  the  last, 
and  it  w^as  her  w'ont  to  entertain  the  merry 
companies  gathered  at  her  mansion  Avith  dra- 
matic repetitions  of  the  characters  she  used  to 
impersonate  Avhen  among  the  strolling  players, 
and  Avith  the  most  unreserved  confidences  as 
to  her  gipsy  life,  AA'hich  she  always  remembered 
Avith  delight.  Not  very  long  ago,  all  Russia 
Avas  excited  by  a  marriage,  under  quite  similar 
circumstances,  of  a  distinguished  Moscoav  prince 
Avith  a  gipsy — one  of  those  beautiful  gipsies 
Avhose  Avild  songs  make  the  chief  attraction  of 
Russian  gardens.  The  Avealthy  prince  outbid 
the  Avealthy  banker  in  this  case,  the  final  bid 
being  an  offer  of  marriage.  The  prince's  fami- 
ly Avere  angry,  and  had  almost  induced  the 
emperor  to  declare  the  marriage  null.  But  the 
gipsy  princess  visited  his  Majesty  in  person,  and 
Avith  her  fascinating  eyes  fixed  on  his,  said : 
"  Your  Majesty  can  do  any  thing ;  you  can 
break  the  laAv ;  my  marriage  is,  hoAvever,  laAv, 
and  Avhether  it  is  best  that  the  source  of  laAV 
should  violate  it,  your  Majesty  can  best  decide." 
The  emperor  declared  that  the  marriage  should 
stand.  I  Avas  told  in  Moscoav  that  it  Avas  noto- 
rious that  the  said  prince's  affairs,  Avhich  had 
been  getting  into  a  sad  state,  have  since  the 
marriage  been  thriving.    The  gipsy  is  always 


an  economist.  They  spend  little  money  on 
drink,  less  on  clothing,  and  what  becomes  of 
the  considerable  amounts  they  get  by  begging, 
fortune-telling,  and  stealing,  is  one  of  the  puz- 
zles Avhich  George  BorroAV  is  likely  to  go  to  his 
graA-e  Avithout  solving.  It  is  a  significant  fact, 
that  many  people  will  give  to  a  gipsy  who  can 
not  be  induced  to  bestOAv  a  penny  on  an  ordi- 
nary beggar  ;  and  I  believe  this' to  be  due  to  a 
kind  of  superstition  that  it  is  Avell  to  keep  on 
good  terms  Avith  the  mysterious  manipulators  of 
those  greasy  packs  of  cards  Avhich,  as  Mr. 
Tylor,  the  archaeologist,  declares,  were  origin- 
ally used  for  divination  instead  of  for  games. 
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HE  and  she  were  driving  out  together.  He 
Avas  dark,  short,  and  stout — in  fact,  some 
people  called  him  fat — a  sure  Avay  of  enraging 
her.  His  redeeming  points  were — a  pair  of  keen 
black  eyes,  a  certain  manly,  sensible  Avay  he 
had  Avith  him,  and  a  reliable  look.  She  Avas 
small  and  slender,  looking  as  if  the  Avind  might 
blow  her  aAvay  some  fine  March  morning,  Avith 
"  tAvo  eyes  so  soft  and  brown,"  and  Avaving,  nat- 
ural— not  crimped — chestnut  hair,  falling  in  lit- 
tle rings  and  sprays  around  a  Avhite  face,  deli- 
cate, but  full  of  life  and  spirit. 
-  Every  body  in  Knipsic  Farms  said  it  AA'as 
perfectly  absurd.  At  the  last  scAving  society 
there  Avas  but  one  opinion.  It  Avas  an  unusual- 
ly full  meeting,  the  engagement  having  but  just 
come  out.  They  Avere  Avorking  on  a  bedquilt 
for  the  home  missionary  in  Bariboo.  Quilting 
is  the  most  social  Avork  imaginable ;  it  so  brings 
every  one  together,  and  OA'er  "herring-bone" 
and  "  shell"  stitch  the  coldest  hearts  thaAV  out. 
Mrs.  Daniel  Dodge  Avas  there.  Lance  Lambert's 
aunt ;  and  as  no  one  kncAv  exactly  hoAv  she 
stood  on  the  all-absorbing  question  of  the  day, 
a  little  preliminary  beating  around  the  bush 
Avas  necessary.  Aunt  Polly  Griggs  boldly  open- 
ed the  campaign  like  the  veteran  she  Avas. 

"  So  Lance  is  really  engaged  at  last,"  said 
she.  "He's  flirted  round  so  long  I  didn't 
knoAv's  he'd  ever  settle  doAvn  and  git  married." 

"Oh,  you  know  there's  ahvays  something 
irresistibly  fascinating  about  schoolma'ams," 
suggested  sarcastic  Miss  Scraps,  Avho  had  not 
found  the  same  fact  true  of  dress -makers  in 
her  OAvn  experience. 

"  Well,  if  I  am  his  aunt — "  said  Mrs.  Dodge. 
Every  one  listened  Avith,  as  Virgil  puts  it, 
"erected  ears,"  when  Mrs.  Dodge  said,  "if  I 
am  his  aunt. "  They  felt  it  a  promising  begin- 
ning. When  people  mean  to  abuse  their  rela- 
tives they  generally  begin  by  proclaiming  the 
rights  of  kindred  not*to  spare  a  story  for  rela- 
tion's sake. 

"If  I  am  his  aunt,"  said  Mrs.  Dodge,  "I 
must  say  I  think  he's  driven  his  pigs  to  rather 
a  poor  market.  What  he  can  fancy  in  that  lit- 
tle, pale-faced  schoolma'am  is  more  than  I  can 
see.  Her  high-floAvn  village  airs,  I  suppose. 
A  pretty  farmer's  Avife  she'll  make  I" 
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"  Well,  that's  jest  what  I  Avas  a-sajin'  to  Miss 
Stowell  before  you  cum  in,"  said  Aunt  Polly. 
"Says  I,  Miss  Stowell,  you  mark'  my  words, 
Lance  Lambert  '11  rue  the  day  he  ever  let  his 
eyes  run  away  with  his  good  sense.  Lance  is 
a  fore-handed,  well-to-do  young  man,  and  he 
ought  to  have  a  real  smart,  go-ahead  wife — 
some  good,  stout,  capable  girl,  brought  up  on  a 
farm,  with  plain,  sensible  notions,  like  your 
Lesta  or  Phemie,  for  instance.  Says  Miss 
Stowell,  says  she,  that  ain't  for  me  to  say,  of 
course ;  but  one  thing  I  will  say,  my  girls  can 
turn  their  hand  to  any  thing  from  making  bread 
to  fodderin'  and  milkin'  the  cows.  Says  she,  a 
farmer  that  marries  a  village  girl — and  a  school- 
ma'am  at  that — is  a  fool.  They  don't  know 
nothin'  about  work,  and  are  above  it,  and  full 
of  all  kinds  of  extravagant  notions,  enough  to 
send  a  man  to  the  poor-house  !" 

"How  does  his  mother  feel  about  it?"  queried 
Mrs.  Jedediah  Jones. 

"  Oh,  she  don't  say  much.  It  isn't  her  way, 
you  know.  Besides,  it's  no  use  to  oppose 
Lance  when  his  mind  is  once  made  up.  He's 
dreadful  set." 

"Well,  I'm  afraid  he'll  be  sorry,"  with  an 
accent  on  the  afraid  that  made  it  sound  singu- 
larly like  hope. 

"Will  they  live  at  home  with  the  old  folks  ?" 

"  No ;  Lance  has  bought  the  Jackson  farm 
over  at  the  Corners.  He  says  there's  no  house 
big  enough  for  two  families." 

"  The  Jackson  farm  I  I  shouldn't  s'pose  that 
would  be  quite  grand  enough  to  suit  Laury's 
idees." 

"  They're  goin'  to  fix  the  house  up  some,  I 
believe.  The  barns  are  good,  and  it's  nice  land 
for  tobacco." 

Out  in  the  other  room,  where  the  girls  were 
concocting  calico  dresses  for  the  missionary's 
children,  the  subject  raged  with  even  greater 
virulence,  as  might  have  been  expected,  con- 
sidering that  Lance  had  been  a  general  favorite, 
and  in  the  days  of  his  freedom  had  roamed  from 
flower  to  flower,  after  the  usual  butterfly  fash- 
ion of  young  bachelors.  They  pitied  him  ;  they 
pitied  her.  They  wondered  at  him ;  they  won- 
dered at  her.  Poverty  and  sickness,  ruin  and 
disaster,  Avere  the  mildest  of  their  predictions 
for  this  unfortunate  couple. 

Equal  consternation  prevailed  in  Knipsic  vil- 
lage, where  it  was  rumored  that  Laura  Bridges 
was  deliberately  determined  to  marry  a  farmer. 
No  engagement  had  created  such  a  commotion 
since  the  next  to  the  last  new  minister  had 
married  Sue  Syllabub.  Every  body  dressed  up 
and  called  on  every  one  else  to  talk  it  over. 

"Is  the  child  crazy?"  asked  Mrs.  General 
Sampson  of  Mrs.  Judge  Jewett,  in  her  most  im- 
pressive manner.  "  To  throw  herself  away  on  a 
farmer !  It  is  true  the  Bridges  are  not  wealthy, 
but  they  are  one  of  our  oldest  families ;  and 
Laura,  with  her  connections,  her  fine  education, 
her  agreeable,  lady -like  manners  and  pretty 
face,  might  ha\Q  married  into  the  very  first  cir- 
cles.   George  Ledell  was  extremely  attentive 
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to  her  last  year,  before  she  went  oft'  teaching 
that  miserable  district-school,  and  became  in- 
fatuated with  this  coarse  farmer" — pronounced 
co-OS  falimah. 

Then  Mrs.  Judge  Jewett  took  up  the  refrain  : 
"  She  will  have  no  society  whatever.  She  will 
be  obliged  to  work  like  a  galley-slave — farm- 
ers' wives  always  do.  Think  of  Laura  making 
butter  and  cheese,  apple-sauce,  soft  soap,  sau- 
sages, mopping,  eating  with  hired  men,  living 
on  salt  pork  !"  And  Mrs.  Jewett  shuddered  at 
the  dreadful  picture  imagination  thus  presented 
of  a  farmer's  life. 

"Oh,  it's  truly  dreadful !"  said  Mrs.  General 
Sampson. 

"  She  can't  endure  it,"  said  Mrs,  Jewett. 
"She'll  break  down  under  it,"  said  Mrs. 
Sampson. 

"She  won't  live  long,"  said  Mrs.  Jewett. 

Meantime,  the  victims,  "  unconscious  of  their 
doom,"  were  jogging  along  in  a  state  of  perfect 
happiness  and  infatuation.  They  were  driving 
over  to  the  Jackson  farm  to  inspect  their  future 
home.  It  was  a  cloudy,  bleak  March  day,  the 
roads  muddy,  the  grass"  not  yet  turned  green. 
People  who  met  on  the  street  added,  "  A  dis- 
agreeable day!"  to  their  "Good-afternoon!" 
But  Lance  and  Laura  found  it  an  uncommonly 
nice  day.  I  think  they  labored  under  a  dim 
impression  that  roses  were  blooming  and  bobo- 
links warbling  all  along  the  road.  The  sum- 
mer of  youth  and  love  in  their  hearts  cast  its 
glamour  on  all  the  world  outside. 

The  old  Jackson  farm-house  certainly  need- 
ed to  be  looked  at  through  a  glamour,  if  ever 
house  did.  It  was  a  story  and  a  half  house,  the 
paint  worn  off;,  no  blinds,  the  fence,  poor  at 
best,  now  dilapidated,  a  solitary  scraggy  lilac 
representing  the  shrubbery. 

There  is  always  something  slightly  pathetic 
in  these  same  scraggy  lilacs  and  flowering  al- 
monds, one  so  often  sees  struggling  for  life  in 
the  otherwise  dreary  waste  of  a  farmer's  front 
yard.  Some  woman  once  had  heart  to  try  and 
redeem  -with  such  touch  of  the  beautiful  as 
came  within  her  power  the  desolate  barrenness 
of  her  surroundings. 

Poor  Mrs.  Jackson  set  out  that  lilac  when 
she  was  young  and  hopeful,  and  still  expected 
something  of  life  ;  before  Jackson's  harsh,  nar- 
row skinflintedness  took  all  the  heart  out  of 
her,  and  made  her  the  broken-spirited  drudge, 
who  worked  on  like  a  tread-mill  horse  till  one 
day  she  dropped  into  her  grave,  and  there,  let 
us  hope,  found  rest.  Then  Jackson,  finding  a 
housekeeper  expensive,  sold  out,  and  went  to 
live  with  his  son  out  West,  where  he  could  get 
twenty  per  cent,  for  his  money  on  first  mort- 
gage— as  much  of  heaven  as  his  meagre  soul 
was  capable  of  appreciating. 

And  now  another  young  couple  were  com- 
ing here  to  try  that  difficult  experiment  Ave  call 
Life— the  experiment  against  Avhose  success 
there  are  so  many  odds— the  experiment  so 
many  of  us  Avould  gladly  try  over  again,  Avith 
the  dear-bought  exi)ericnce  that  comes  of  fail- 
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ure.  Would  Lance  degenerate  into  a  mere 
money-making  machine,  a  "  keep-what-you- 
get-and-get-what-you-can"  sort  of  man,  like 
Jackson  ?  Would  the  light,  and  hope,  and 
love  fade  out  of  Laura's  eyes  in  the  years  to 
come,  leaving  her  another  Mrs.  Jackson  ?  Cer- 
tainly, the  associations  of  the  ncAV  home  were 
not  calculated  to  inspire  very  cheerful  ideas  of 
a  ftirmer's  life. 

Fortunately,  Laura  was  one  of  those  happy 
people  who  look  out  on  life  through  rose-colored 
spectacles.  So  she  immediately  fell  to  seeing 
the  bright  side  of  the  Jackson  house.  If  secretly 
rather  dismayed  at  the  forlorn  aspect  of  things, 
yet  the  native  energy  of  her  character  rose  up 
strong  within  her  to  meet  the  emergency.  Old 
Debbie,  Mrs.  Bridges's  washer-woman,  used  to 
say,  "  Laury's  all  grit.  Folks  say  it  don't  take 
but  a  small  skin  to  hold  a  deal  of  spunk,  and 
that's  true  of  Laury,  any  how. "  She  possessed 
a  latent  resolution,  a  power  of  endurance  hard- 
ly to  be  expected  from  her  frail,  delicate  appear- 
ance. 

"  This  doesn't  look  like  a  very  suitable  place 
for  you,  Laura,"  said  Lance,  as  he  swung  her 
liglitly  down  to  terra  firma  in  his  strong  hands. 

"  An  original  conundrum  strikes  me.  Lance. 
Why  are  you  and  I  unlike  Alexander  the 
Great  ?  Because  he  sighed  for  other  worlds  to 
conquer,  and  Ave  don't  need  to.  This  will  fur- 
nish scope  for  all  our  energies  at  present.  It 
does  look  dilapidated  enough.  However,  I  am 
thankful  it  stands  upon  a  hill.  I  like  to  '  view 
the  landscape  o'er,'  " 

"By  cutting  away  those  forlorn  hemlocks  we 
shall  get  a  view  of  the  river  and  mountains  be- 
yond, picturesque  enough  to  satisfy  even  you. 
It's  very  pleasant  here  in  summer,  little  as  you 
Avould  think  it  noAV." 

Inside,  the  house  AA'as  more  dreary  still. 
The  papers  locked  all  the  more  dingy  and 
faded  from  having  been  originally  of  gaudy  and 
flaunting  designs  and  colors.  Ochre -yellow 
being  a  durable  color,  not  often  requiring  re- 
newal, every  room  but  the  parlor  Aviis  painted 
that  hue.  The  ceilings  resembled  the  Avorks  of 
the  old  masters  in  that  they  Avere  very  cracked 
and  smoky.  Straw,  papers,  an  old  hat  or  tAvo, 
a  broken  rush-bottomed  chair,  littered  the 
floors.  The  March  Avind  hoAvled  round  the 
house,  rattling  the  AvindoAvs,  and  Availing  doAvn 
the  chimneys,  as  if  it  Avere  Mrs.  Jackson's 
ghost  uttering  Avarnings  of  doleful  presage  to 
her  successor. 

After  inspecting  the  Avhole  premises,  and 
discussing  their  capabilities — after  Lance  had 
shoAAU  Laura  hoAv  he  intended  to  put  a  sink  in 
the  kitchen^  Avith  pumps  to  bring  hard  and  soft 
Avater  directly  into  it,  instead  of  her  lugging  the 
former  by  the  pailful  from  the  Avell  in  the  yard, 
and  catching  the  latter  in  tubs  or  hoAvever  she 
could,  as  Mrs.  Jackson  had  been  obliged  to  do, 
Jackson  never  having  time  to  "  fuss  about  avo- 
m.en's  nonsense"  —  after  Laura  had  confiden- 
tially assured  Lance  he  AA'as  "the  best  old  fel- 
loAv  in  the  Avorld,"  and  Lance  had  reciprocated 


in  kind,  only  more  so,  they  returned  to  the  front- 
room,  where,  seated  in  state  on  an  old  dry- 
goods  box,  they  proceeded  to  engage  in  the 
pleasing  occupation  of  erecting  air-castles. 

Let  not  the  youthful  reader  sneer  at  this  hero 
and  heroine  of  mine  as  prosy,  tiresome,  unin- 
teresting, because  their  talk  turned  on  pumps, 
furnaces,  and  similar  unromantic  topics.  They, 
too,  had  been  through  the  era  of  hopes,  de- 
spair, moonlight,  ecstasy,  rhapsodies.  Noav 
there  Avas  a  charm  better  than  romance  in  the 
Avords  "  our  house,"  "  Ave  Avill  do  thus  and  so  ;" 
it  signified  so  much  to  them  of  the  future,  Avhen 
they  Avere  never  to  be  separated,  the  happy 
home  they  Avere  to  share.  Besides,  hath  not 
Solomon  said  there  is  a  time  for  all  things — a 
time  for  moonlight,  and  a  time  for  bread  and 
butter,  a  time  for  raptures,  and  a  time  for  fur- 
naces ? 

This  Avas  hoAv  they  came  to  talk  of  furnaces  : 
Lance  said,  Hoav  mouldy  and  musty  this  room 
smells !  I  Avonder  if  Jackson  kept  his  cheese 
here  I    What's  that  verse  you  quote  about 

"  'You  may  break,  you  may  shatter  the  vase  if  you  will, 
But  the  scent  of  the  roses — 

"Barbarian!"  broke  in  Laura;  "to  delib- 
erately desecrate  Moore  by  such  an  applica- 
tion !  Probably  this  was  the  best  parlor,  and 
the  sun  Avas  never  permitted  to  fairly  shine  into 
it  more  than  once  a  year.  Ncav  paper,  paint, 
and  whitCAvash,  and  plenty  of  air  and  sun  for  a 
Avhile,  Avill  remedy  it,  I  suspect.  But  that  re- 
minds me.  Po  you  suppose  Knipsic  Avould  be 
able  to  bear  it,  if  Ave  should  have  a  furnace  ? 
It  makes  a  house  so  much  pleasanter  and  more 
usable." 

"  It  certainly  is  a  great  innovation.  No  one 
in  Knipsic  Farms  has  one.  The  idea  of  a 
farmer's  selling  his  Avood  and  buying  coal  Avill 
probably  be  a  great  shock  to  the  public ;  but, 
after  all,  I  don't  know  Avhose  concern  it  is  but 
ours." 

"Aunt  Polly  Griggs — "  mischievously  sug- 
gested Laura. 

"Aunt  Polly  Griggs  may  'hang  her  harp 
on  a  AvilloAA'-tree, '  so  far  as  Ave  are  concerned. 
I'm  glad  you  haven't  the  idea,  Laura,  most 
Avomen  seem  to  have,  that  one's  house  is  al- 
together too  good  to  be  used  by  the  family, 
and  must  be  kept  most  of  the  time  in  solemn 
state  and  gloom.'' 

"I  believe,"  said  Laura,  "in  furnishing  a 
house  pleasantly  and  comfortably,  but  not  ex 
I  pensively  —  nothing  merely  for  shoAVo  Then 
I  take  all  the  comfort  you  can  out  of  it.    I  ex- 
!  pect  to  do  Avonders  Avith  that  six  hundred  dol- 
lars Aunt  Dunlap  left  me,  to  say  nothing  about 
that  tAvo  hundred  I've  laid  up — profits  of '  teach 
ing  the  young  idea,'  etc." 

"HoAv  delightful  it  is  to  marry  an  aeiressi'* 
observed  Lance. 

"Mercenary  young  man!    Thou  shalt  be 
tAvigged  by  the  ear  for  that  speech  !'*  said 
Laura,  suiting  the  action  to  the  AA^ord,  and 
I  being  repaid  by  a  sound  kissing,  Avhich  it  only 
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needed  the  slightest  provocation  in  the  world 
to  tempt  Lance  to  inflict,  as  Laura  ought  to 
have  known — in  fact,  I  fear,  did  know. 

Then  Laura  said  there  was  something  on 
her  mind,  and  Lance  was  anxious  to  officiate 
as  father  confessor. 

"It's  a  fancy  of  mine,  a  secret  desire,  that 
I'm  afraid  to  tell  you.  I  know  you  will  think 
it  is  really  extravagant,  far  worse  than  the  fur- 
nace. You  will  hegin  to  repent  of  your  bar- 
gain, I  fear,  and  think  there  is  some  truth  in 
every  one's  forebodings  about  my  '  high  no- 
tions,' village  airs,  etc.  ;"  for  people  always  find 
out,  sooner  or  later,  what  "they  say"  about 
them,  and  Lance  and  Laura  were  no  exceptions. 

"Nonsense,  Laura.  What  is  it — a  roc's  egg?" 

"Almost  as  foolish,  for  us,  I  fear.  A  bow- 
window,  if  you  must  know.  I  always  did  like 
bow-windows,  they  are  so  cheerful  and  sunny ; 
and  filled  with  plants  in  the  winter,  they  give  a 
room  a  perfectly  summer-like  look.  Then  one 
takes  off  the  stiff  angularity  of  a  room,  and 
gives  it  individuality.  Here's  a  proposition  in 
the  Rule  of  Three  for  you,  'founded  on  fact,' 
as  story- writers  say:  As  a  spice  of  romance 
and  imagination  to  a  woman's  character,  so  is 
a  bow-window  to  a  square  room." 

"Ah,  Laura,  you  have  such  an  artful  way 
of  putting  things !  I  foresee  I  shall  be  '  man- 
aged,' and  never  know  it.  However,  we'll  con- 
trive the  bow-window  somehow,  if  possible," 
said  the  indulgent  Lance,  who — being  in  that 
delightfully  acquiescent  state  of  mind  often 
manifested  in  mankind  before  marriage,  when 
the  wish  of  the  beloved  object  is  law — if  Laura 
had  suggested  a  three-story  cupola  as  a  desira- 
ble addition  to  their  modest  mansion,  would 
undoubtedly  have  seen  at  once  the  extreme 
feasibility  and  necessity  of  the  thing. 

Spring  and  summer  passed  away.  Lance 
haunted  carpenters  like  an  avenging  spirit,  be- 
came an  object  of  terror  to  painters  and  tin- 
ners, worked  hard  on  the  farm  daytimes,  took 
Laura  out  driving  in  the  pleasant  summer  even- 
ings. Laura  took  a  trip  to  New  York,  and 
made  a  few  modest  purchases  at  Stewart's. 
Not  much  for  herself ;  she  saw  no  special  rea- 
son why  she  should  dress  more  or  differently 
after  marriage  than  before.  Besides,  she  was 
carefully  husbanding  Aunt  Dunlap's  six  hun- 
dred with  a  view  to  furniture.  She  felt  an 
honest  pride  in  doing  something  to  help  to- 
ward providing  the  mutual  home,  in  being  a 
little  of  a  helpmeet  to  start  with,  at  least,  even 
if  she  were  to  prove  the,  miserable  failure  in  the 
end  every  one  predicted.  Long  webs  of  cot- 
ton cloth  grew  into  sheets,  pillow-cases,  cur- 
tains, what  not,  under  her  busy  needle,  flying 
in  and  out  through  the  long  summer  days. 
Also,  she  found  time  to  practice  various  culi- 
nary arts  in  the  kitchen.  A  bit  of  the  summer 
was  put  away  for  winter  use,  in  shape  of  canned 
berries,  peaches,  etc.  Her  bread  and  pies  were 
really  quite  wonderful,  so  Lance  thought. 

Early  in  October  they  were  married,  and 
moved  into  their  new  home,  now  hardly  to  be 
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recognized  in  its  daintiness  of  fresh  paint,  pret- 
ty papers,  new  furniture.  It  was  far  from  being 
a  fashionable  or  imposing  residence  ;  nothing 
Gothic,  or  Italian,  or  EUzabethan  about  it,  un- 
less indeed  we  except  Laura's  one  extrava- 
gance— the  little  bow-window ;  but  it  had  an 
eminently  cozy,  homelike  air.  The  moment 
you  stepped  inside,  you  received  a  comfortable, 
cheerful  impression,  as  if  here  were  a  place 
where  people  were  in  the  habit  of  enjoying 
themselves.  Entering  a  little  square  hall — on 
one  side  was  the  dining-room  ;  on  the  other, 
the  parlor ;  back  of  the  parlor,  the  bedroom. 
The  furnace  imparting  a  summer  temperature, 
the  doors  of  these  adjoining  rooms  all  stood 
open,  giving  good  air,  and  a  deal  of  roominess 
for  so  small  a  house.  The  parlor  paper  was  a 
green  and  gilt  flower  on  a  light  drab  ground ; 
the  carpet,  an  ingrain,  small  checks,  green  the 
predominant  color.  Through  the  bow-window 
the  sun  shone  brightly  in  over  Laura's  plants, 
making  a  summer  within,  even  if  the  ground 
were  white  with  snow  outside  and  the  mercury 
down  among  the  zeros.  Each  side  of  the  bow- 
windovs^,  on  little  brackets,  Parian  busts,  Eve  and 
Psyche,  wedding  presents,  looked  out  from  En- 
glish ivy  that  twined  around  them,  and  then 
met  over  the  hanging  basket  in  the  middle  of 
the  window.  On  the  walls  hung  two  or  three 
good  engravings  and  photographs,  over  them 
clusters  of  bright  autumn  leaves — souvenirs  of 
the  wedding  tour.  A  set  of  hanging  book- 
shelves, bearing  the  united  libraries  of  Lance 
and  Laura,  presented  an  odd  combination  of 
poetry  and  works  on  Agriculture  and  "The 
Horse."  Then  there  was  a  lounge  which  was 
a  lounge — not  a  rack  contrived  to  exasperate 
the  human  frame  to  the  utmost  by  its  knobbi- 
ness  —  an  easy-chair,  a  camp-chair,  a  shaker 
rocking-chair,  one  or  two  cane-seated  chairs,  a 
centre-table  with  the  big  lamp,  books,  papers, 
Laura's  work-basket. 

This  was  the  family  sitting-room.  Looking 
in  of  an  evening,  you  would  have  seen  Lance 
one  side  of  the  table  in  the  big  easy-chair,  read- 
ing his  paper,  or  chatting  with  Laura,  sitting 
opposite  in  her  shaker  rocker  with  her  sewing. 
One  great  advantage  in  marrying  a  farmer  is, 
that  you  have  him  at  home  with  you  evenings, 
provided  you  make  yourself  tolerably  agreeable 
to  him.  Laura,  even  if  she  were  married,  still 
thought  it  worth  while  to  fashionably  arrange 
her  hair,  wear  the  bright  bow,  the  dainty  col- 
lar, the  little  et  ceteras  that  really  add  sa  much 
to  a  woman's  attractions.  Lance  had  too  much 
respect  for  Laura  and  himself  too  to  sit  down 
for  the  evening  in  his  old  frock,  tumbled  hair, 
overalls  tucked  into  coarse  boots,  savoring 
strongly  of  the  barn-yard.  He  brushed  his 
hair,  donned  an  old  coat  and  slippers,  and  so, 
with  a  little  trouble,  gained  vastly  in  comfort 
and  his  wife's  affections. 

From  their  windows  the  light  of  a  happy 
home  streamed  cheerfully  out  over  the  snow,  a 
benediction  to  the  passeii-by.  People  were 
fond  of  dropping  in  there  for  an  evening,  it  was 
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"  so  pleasant,"  they  said.  Many  a  farmer's  boy 
and  girl,  after  an  evening  at  Lance's,  -went  home 
thinking  farming  wasn't  so  bad,  after  all,  and 
they  wouldn't  be  in  such  a  hurry  to  grow  old 
enough  to  leave  for  the  city,  if  it  could  be  as 
pleasant  at  home.  For  fashion  in  Knipsic 
Farms  had  ordained  an  entirely  different  order 
of  things  from  that  prevailing  at  Lance's.  The 
parlor  of  every  respectable  farmer  must  contain 
a  very  hard  and  slippery  hair-cloth  sofa,  six 
chairs,  and  a  huge  rocking-chair  possessing  the 
same  qualities  in  even  greater  degree  ;  other 
furniture  to  correspond,  arranged  at  stiff  angles 
around  the.  walls.  This  sacred  apartment,  as 
well  as  the  whole  main  part  of  the  house,  was 
kept  cold,  dark,  shut  up,  suggestive  to  the 
bold  invader  who  dared  penetrate  their  dreary 
shades  only  of  funerals.  The  family  lived 
mostly  in  the  kitchen,  sustained,  probably,  by 
the  proud  consciousness  of  possessing  a  best 
parlor  and  hair-cloth  furniture.  Passing  by  at 
night,  you  would  think  the  house  uninhabited, 
did  not  a  ray  of  light  from  way  back  in  the  L 
reassure  you.  Did  company  come  unexpect- 
edly, so  great  a  parade  was  made  of  building 
fires,  opening  rooms,  getting  out  the  best  things, 
that  the  unfortunate  guest  felt  he  should  never 
dare  come  again.  So  Lance  and  Laura  Avere 
unconsciously  doing  missionary  work  in  dem- 
onstrating that  a  farmer's  home  need  not  neces- 
sarily be  destitute  of  any  desirable  comfort  or 
refinement.  That  we  may  see  how  the  public 
stood  affected,  we  will  lift  the  curtain  on  Aunt 
Polly  Griggs's  "east  room,"  on  an  occasion  of 
more  than  usual  solemnity.  Ten  years  of 
meetings,  funerals,  sewing  societies,  tea-drink- 
ings,  having  in  a  measure  destroyed  the  primi- 
tive lustre  of  Aunt  Polly's  best  black  alpaca, 
it  was  being  turned  and  modernized.  Miss  Scraps 
having  been  summoned  to  aid  on  this  import- 
ant occasion.  To  them,  thus  momentously  en- 
gaged, entered  Mrs.  Stowell,  dropping  in  on 
her  way  to  the  village  to  do  a  little  "trading," 
ostensibly  out  of  pure  affection  for  Aunt  Polly, 
but  really  to  crib  a  sleeve  pattern  gratis  out  of 
Miss  Scraps.  This  little  preliminary  settled, 
jMrs.  Stowell  said : 

"As  I  came  down  by  the  Lamberts,  there 
sat  Laura  at  her  ft-ont  windoAv,  as  large  as  life, 
prinked  up  as  much  as  I  should  be  if  I  was  go- 
ing to  tea  at  the  minister's.  You  don't  suppose 
they've  got  company,  do  you  ?" 

"La,  no,"  replied  Aunt  Polly;  "she  sets 
there  every  afternoon,  fadin'  her  best  carpet 
all  out.  I  never  heerd  any  thing  to  equal 
it." 

"Nothing's  too  good  for  some  folks,  you 
know,"  observed  Miss  Scraps,  with  a  spite- 
ful snap  of  her  scissors. 

"I  shouldn't  think  Lance  would  allow  it," 
suggested  Mrs.  Stowell.  "  That  wa'n't  old  Miss 
Lambert's  way  of  doing." 


"Allow  it!  My,  he  thinks  she's  just  right, 
and  every  thing  she  says  law  and  gospel !" 

"  Well,  they  do  say  she  makes  a  tip-top 
housekeeper,  better  than  folks  thought  for  be- 
fore they  were  married.  Mrs.  Jedediah  Jones 
told  me  she  gets  fifty-five  cents  a  pound  for  all 
her  butter,  in  Boston." 

"Fifty-five  cents!"  almost  shrieked  Aunt 
Polly,  who  only  had  fifty  for  hers. 

"Yes  ;  fifty-five  cents.  You  see  she  fixes  it 
all  up  in  some  sort  of  fancy  balls.  She's  a  reg- 
ular manager,  I  tell  you." 

So  it  will  be  seen  Laura  Avas  gradually  rising 
in  popular  esteem.  It  was  a  fact  that  the  same 
system,  culture,  judgment,  patience,  that  had 
made  her  a  successful  teacher,  also  made  her 
a  good  housekeeper.  Instead  of  doing"  every 
thing  at  the  hardest,  driving  it  through  by  main 
strength,  she  put  some  mind  into  her  work, 
planned,  had  method  and  order,  made  her 
brains  save  her  hands. 

But  some  skeptical  reader  may  possibly  sug- 
gest that  the  life  of  a  farmer's  Avife  does  not 
consist  entirely  of  sitting  in  iA-y-wreathed  par- 
lors Avith  bright  boAvs  on ;  that  there  are  cer- 
tain disagreeable  actualities  of  churnings,  bak- 
ings, Avashings,  pig-killings,  hired  men,  not  to 
be  ignored.  It  is  true  it  Avas  not  all  sunshine. 
FcAV  lives  are.    Keats  says : 

"Where's  the  eye,  hoAvever  blue, 
Doth  not  AA'eary?" 

So  it  may  be  presumed  Laura  did  not  escape 
her  share  of  the  discipline  Life  has  for  every 
station.  Sometimes  she  Avas  dreadfully  tired, 
and  consequently  a  little  blue.  Sometimes, 
after  a  hard  day's  Avork,  a  day  Avhen  she  did 
not  feel  very  Avell,  and  the  children  Avere  cross, 
and  every  thing  Avent  Avrong — such  days  as  Avill 
come  occasionally  in  every  household — she  Avas 
tempted  perhaps  to  look  back  half-regretfully 
to  the  peaceful  days  of  girlhood.  But  Lance 
AA-as  so  good,  so  considerate.  If  Laura  Avas  a 
trifle  cross,  he  discreetly  said  nothing,  Avhich 
course  soon  brought  her  to  a  very  becoming 
state  of  humility  and  penitence.  He  did  not 
look  upon  Avomen's  work  as  nothing,  because 
different  from  his.  He  felt  it  as  right  that 
Laura  should  have  help  in  the  house  as  he  on 
the  farm,  even  if  in  the  end  he  owned  less  bank 
stock  and  government  bonds  as  a  result.  He 
actually  thought  more  of  his  Avife  than  of  mon- 
ey. So  if  Laura  Avere  pecuniarily  less  profita- 
ble to  him  than  big  strapping  Phemie  StOAvell 
AA'Ould  have  been,  and  if  Laura  sometimes  had 
her  trials  and  vexations,  yet  they  never  re- 
gretted yielding  to  the  secret  attraction  of  the 
strong  love  that  drcAV  them  tOAA^ard  each  oth- 
er— a  love  that  bound  them  only  the  more 
closely  to  each  other  as  the  years  Avent  on,  and 
the  experiences  they  brought  Avere  enjoyed  and 
endured  together. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

ALL  the  next  day  was  spent  upon  the  hill. 
When  the  party  assembled  at  dinner,  the 
order  of  arrangement  was  inverted,  and  Lord 
Atherstone  sat  next  to  Lena,  who  took  her 
mother's  place  at  the  head  of  the  table.  He 
was  not  much  more  talkative  than  he  had  been 
on  the  previous  night,  and  Miss  Shafton  seemed 
by  no  means  anxious  to  make  conversational 
running.  She  was  perfectly  courteous,  but  de- 
cidedly hstless.  Indeed,  during  the  ten  days 
of  Lord  Atherstone's  stay  at  Kirkfell,  she  could 
not  have  been  charged  with  having,  eitlier  by 
word  or  gesture,  or  other  coquettish  device, 
manifested  any  wish  to  attract  him. 

None  the  less  for  that  the  spell  wound  itself 
closer  round  him  hour  by  hour,  till  sometimes 
the  tightening  of  the  coil  seemed  to  check  the 
beating  of  his  heart  and  the  current  of  his 
blood.  Why  he  refrained  not  only  from  speak- 
ing, but  from  compromising  himself  notably, 
would  be  hard  to  say.  It  could  scarcely  have 
been  diffidence,  properly  so  called,  for  this  was 
almost  as  foreign  to  his  temperament  as  per- 
sonal fear  ;  though  surface  shyness  will  doubt- 
less affect  the  most  self-reliant  of  men  Avho  live 
overmuch  alone.  Possibly,  a  misgiving  as  to 
the  nature  of  the  fascination  to  which  he  was 
yielding,  and  a  desire  to  prove  whether  it  would 
stand  the  test  of  distance  and  absence,  may 
have  been  among  his  motives  for  reserve.  Cer- 
tain it  is  that  he  maintained  it  so  successfully 
that  neither  Lena  nor  her  mother,  whose  eyes 
were  much  the  keenest  at  detecting  signs  of 
masculine  weakness,  never  guessed  that  his 
peace  of  mind  was  in  any  wise  imperiled.  Mrs. 
Shafton  Avas  honestly  surprised — they  chanced 
to  be  alone  at  the  moment — when,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  his  departure,  Lord  Atherstone  answered 
her  polite  regrets  thus  : 

"  I  am  sorry,  too,  to  go — very  sorry — though 
I've  outstaid  my  time  twice  over ;  but  I  should 
be  sorrier  yet,  if  I  thought  our  acquaintance 
was  to  begin  and  end  here.  I  suppose  you  pass 
through  town  sometimes,  even  if  you  don't 
make  any  very  long  stay.  Will  you  promise  to 
let  mc  know  when  next  you  do  so  ?  It's  more 
than  probable  I  may  bC'  there  about  the  same 
time,  and  I  shouldn't  like  to  miss  seeing  you." 

Mrs.  Shafton  gave  the  promise  with  much 
alacrity  ;  and  in  the  first  glow  of  elation  began 
once  more  to  indulge  in  an  amusement  she  had 
almost  forgotten  of  late — the  building  of  an  air- 
castle.  But,  before  the  foundations  were  laid, 
the  reaction  came,  and  she  left  the  work  unfin- 
ished from  pure  faintness  of  heart.  You  would 
not  have  wondered  at  this  had  you  known  her 
past  history. 


Her  first  fiilse  step  Avas  made  very  early  in 
life,  when  she  teased  and  cajoled  her  doting 
ftither  into  allowing  her  to  marry  Cosmo  Shaf- 
ton of  Blytheswold.  For  one  of  his  indolent, 
easy-going  nature,  Squire  Bellingham  stood  out 
surprisingly  long  ;  and  —  setting  his  willful 
daughter  aside — no  one  wondered  at  his  objec- 
tions to  the  match.  For  a  couple  of  centuries 
a  taint  of  wildncss  had  attached  to  this  branch 
of  the  Shaftons,  that  in  the  opinion  of  not  a  few 
savored  of  insanity.  The  last  of  the  family 
acres,  transmuted  into  gold,  would  long  ago 
have  helped  to  glut  the  greed  of  gamblers  and 
wantons,  if  it  had  not  been  for  another  family 
peculiarity.  For  generations  past,  the  tenant 
for  life  of  Blytheswold  had  always  been  more 
or  less  at  variance,  if  not  at  enmity,  with  his 
presumptive  heir,  and  the  consequence  was 
that,  out  of  sheer  obstinacy  or  malice,  the  latter 
never  could  be  induced  to  join  in  any  act  of 
alienation  that  would  have  lightened  his  senior's 
burdens ;  but  preferred  to  stagger  on  stubborn- 
ly under  his  own  to  purchasing  temporary  relief 
on  such  terms.  However,  if  the  actual  acre- 
age of  the  property  was  not  materially  dimin- 
ished, each  successive  possessor  had  done  his 
share  toward  encumbering  and  impoverishing 
it.  To  an  agricultural  enthusiast,  that  estate 
Avould  have  been  Avorse  than  the  mere  abomina- 
tion of  desolation ;  and  only  boldness  akin  to 
desperation  Avould  have  tempted  any  practical 
farmer  to  grapple  Avith  cold  tilths,  sour  pasture- 
grounds  innocent  of  drainage,  and  tumble- 
down bartons,  through  Avhich  the  •rain  and 
Avind  Avandcred  almost  at  Avill.  Truth  to  speak, 
the  tenants  of  BlythesAvold  Avere,  as  a  rule, 
rather  like  squatters  than  yeomen  :  living  from 
hand  to  mouth,  and  paying  their  rent  by  fits 
and  starts,  not  often  Avithout  compulsion,  they 
Avere  generally  at  open.AA'ar  Avith  their  landlords, 
Avho,  in  their  turn,  Avhenever  they  got  fair  hold, 
tightened  the  scrcAV  mercilessly. 

Cosmo  Shafton  kept  full  pace  Avith  his  fore- 
fathers in  extravagance,  and  had  even  AA'orse 
vices.  Before  their  honey-moon  had  Avaned  he 
had  tested  his  Avife's  patience  sorelA^  and  never 
ceased  to  try  it  up  to  the  hour  of  his  sudden 
death.  Hiding  home  from  a  drinking  bout,  he 
was  throAvn  and  killed  on  the  spot.  If,  during 
her  married  years,  Isabel  Shafton  had  not  shoAvn 
herself  a  very  Griselda,  she  had  controlled  her 
temper,  naturally  hasty,  Avonderfuliy,  and  ex- 
hibited remarkable  powers  of  endurance.  To 
do  her  justice,  she  shoAvcd  equal  courage  in 
facing  the  difficulties  that  beset  her  in  her 
Avidowhood.  After  infinite  labor,  she  succeed- 
ed in  reducing  into  something  like  order  the 
formidable  tangle  of  her  late  husband's  affairs, 
and  showed  no  mean  talent  for  stewardship  in 
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her  management  of  the  estate  during  her  son's 
minority.  But  it  was  dreadfully  uphill  work 
from  first  to  last ;  and  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  small  fortune  strictly  settled  on  herself,  it 
would  have  been  impossible  to  have  kept  the 
hearth  warm  at  Blytheswold. 

Widowhood  brought  no  respite  from  cares 
and  anxieties,  for  Miles  grew  up  so  ominously 
like  his  father,  both  in  person  and  disposition, 
that  each  fresh  sign  of  resemblance  woke  in 
Isabel  Shafton  a  fresh  flutter  of  apprehension, 
and  the  burden  of  her  fears  grew  dnily. ,  She 
was  not  so  strong  as  she  had  been,  or,  perhaps, 
had  waxed  weary  with  the  struggle;  but  at 
any  rate  she  quailed  before  the  boy's  outbreaks 
of  temper  far  more  than  she  had  ever  done 
before  Cosmo's  violence  ;  and  when  Miles  ex- 
pressed his  determination  to  obtain  a  cavalry 
commission,  and  his  predilection  for  one  par- 
ticular corps,  it  was  from  a  wish  to  avoid  the 
contest,  rather  than  from  acquiescence  in  the 
wisdom  of  the  step,  that  she  set  herself  to  car- 
ry out  his  wishes.  The  result  has  been  hinted 
at  already.  Before  Miles  Shafton  was  twenty- 
three,  he  had  contrived  to  encumber  his  patri- 
mony almost  to  the  extent  of  his  tether — he 
was  not  the  last  of  the  entail,  which  extended 
to  a  whole  line  of  cousins — and  had  become 
importunate  in  his  demands  for  ready  cash. 

Neither  had  Mrs.  Shafton  found  Lena  pre- 
cisely a  staff  of  support  in  time  of  trouble.  In 
her  soft,  languid  way  she  was  to  the  full  as 
hard  to  guide  as  her  reckless  brother.  Of 
governing  her  with  the  strong  hand,  Mrs.  Shaf- 
ton had  long  ago  despaired.  That  it  was 
Lena's  bounden  duty  to  prop  the  tottering  for- 
tunes of  the  family  by  an  advantageous  alliance, 
should  such  fall  in  her  way,  was  self-evident; 
but  not  a  whit  the  more  for  that  did  she  exert 
herself  either  to  make  opportanities,  or  to  use 
them  whAi  made  to  her  hand. 

A  maiden  aunt  on  the  Bellingham  side,  re- 
siding in  a  quiet  street  in  ^Mayfair,  considered 
she  could  not  acquit  herself  of  family  obliga- 
tions better  than  by  giving  her  niece  a  chance 
of  establishment.  So  for  two  successive  sea- 
sons, or  nearly  so,  the  country  mice  found  free 
entertainment  with  their  town -bred  relative, 
upon  the  sole  condition  that  they  were  to  pur- 
vey their  own  amusement  out-of-doors. 

Besides  any  amount  of  that  vague  admira- 
tion which  is  as  the  foam  floating  round  the  car 
of  Anadyomene,  Lena  Shafton  in  her  first  sea- 
son had  three  substantial  chances  of  promo- 
tion. None  of  the  three  perhaps  were  brilliant 
oflers  ;  and  Mrs,  Shafton  herself  was  content  to 
allow  her  daughter  to  stray  yet  a  little  further 
through  the  hymeneal  grove,  in  the  hope  of 
finding  a  fairer  or  straighter  wand.  Only  she 
wished  that  Lena  would  show  a  little  more  in- 
terest in  the  matter.  It  was  provoking  to  see 
her  profoundly  indifferent  as  to  which  way  the 
momentous  question  should  be  answered ;  for 
though  each  suitor  in  turn  was  dismissed  of  her 
own  free-will,  it  was  quite  evident  that,  had  a 
little  external  pressure  been  applied,  she  might 


have  said  "Yes"  instead  of  "No."  Wooers 
were  little  likely  to  come  riding  over  the  bleak 
fells  stretching  round  Blytheswold ;  so,  through- 
out the  autumn  and  Avinter,  Lena's  maiden 
meditations  were  not  troubled.  They  returned 
to  town  early  in  the  ensuing  spring;  and  before 
the  season  was  far  advanced,  Mrs.  Shafton  had 
ceased  to  murmur  at  her  daughter's  listlessness 
or  want  of  purpose.  Whether  the  change  was 
for  the  better  is  quite  another  question. 

There  were  few  names  better  known  in  Lon- 
don about  that  time  than  Caryl  Glynne's.  Prob- 
ably not  above  half  the  stories  told  of  him  were 
true,  and  the  rest  were  somewhat  exaggerated  ; 
but  even  after  sifting  grain  from  chaff,  a  very 
suflicient  store  of  wild  oats  was  laid  up  in  his 
garner.  As  you  will  meet  him  hereafter  it  is 
not  Avorth  while  to  sketch  him  here.  It  is 
enough  to  say  that  he  had  grown  famous  through 
his  unscrupulous  use  of  rare  personal  advant- 
ages in  plotting  against  the  peace  of  better 
men's  households.  For  divers  reasons,  chieflv 
financial,  he  had  haunted  foreign  parts  during 
the  past  year,  and  now  reappeared  with  a  kind 
of  fresh  prestige.  For  his  friends  —  he  had 
friends  in  one  sex,  at  all  events,  in  spite  of  all 
— made  as  much  of  him  as  if  he  had  been  trav- 
eling for  the  advancement  of  science  or  for  the 
honor  of  his  country,  instead  of  loitering  abroad 
till  incensed  creditors  could  be  brought  to  hear 
reason. 

On  the  second  evening  of  their  acquaintance 
there  came  such  a  light  into  Lena's  great  brown 
eyes  as  had  never  shone  in  them  yet ;  and  be- 
fore the  week  was  out,  Mrs.  Shafton,  in  bitter- 
ness of  spirit,  called  herself  fool  for  having  ever 
murmured  at  her  daughter's  apathy. 

Caryl  Glynne  was  a  detrimental  in  the  broad- 
est sense  of  the  word.  Not  only  might  his  ex- 
pectations be  represented  by  a  blank — for  on 
the  resources  of  the  future  he  had  already  drawn 
to  the  uttermost  —  but  furthermore,  if  by  any 
miracle  he  could  have  started  with  unclogged 
wings,  there  was  little  chance  of  his  ever  turn- 
ing out  a  decent  working  bee.  All  this,  and 
much  more  to  the  same  purpose,  did  Mrs.  Shaf- 
ton set  before  her  daughter ;  but  with  Lena  to 
hear  was  by  no  means  to  obey.  Opposition 
and  attempted  constraint  only  made  her  more 
willful  and  reckless  ;  till  at  last  people  not  over- 
scrupulous or  uncharitable  began  to  frown,  and 
evil  whispers  got  abroad  concerning  clandestine 
meetings  and  the  like,  such  as  can  not  light  on 
any  reputation,  how  fair  soever,  without  leaving 
scathe  and  stain. 

As  is  usually  the  case,  the  person  most  inter- 
ested was  the  last  to  hear  what  was  being  bruit- 
ed abroad ;  and  when  in  sheer  despair  she  de- 
termined to  remove  Lena  from  temptation  by 
carrying  her  off  suddenly  to  the  north,  Mrs. 
Shafton  never  guessed  that  she  went  too  soon 
or  too  late.  Too  late — because  the  harm,  if 
there  was  ever  real  harm,  was  done  already ; 
too  soon — because  it  would  have  been  better 
far  to  have  faced  the  gossips  than  have  given 
!  them  leisure,  and  probable  grounds  to  boot,  for 
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binding  up  scattered  rumors  into  a  substantial 
fagot  of  scandal.  Though  tlie  reading  of  the 
Riot  Act  had  been  far  too  long  delayed,  Mrs. 
Shafton,  having  asserted  her  authority  while  the 
crisis  lasted,  had  the  sense  to  maintain  it  so 
long  as  there  seemed  occasion.  Neither  did 
Lena  seem  inclined  to  persist  in  rebellion  ;  but 
thenceforward — so  far  as  her  mother  knew — 
made  no  attempt,  either  by  word  or  letter,  to 
bridge  over  the  gulf  dividing  her  from  Caryl 
Glynne. 

Yet  the  mischief  could  not  be  repaired.  Miss 
Bellingham,  though  by  no  means  an  austere 
virgin,  had  a  great  respect  for  the  proprieties, 
and  had  no  mind  that  experiments  on  the  pa- 
tience of  the  public  should  be  made  under  her 
roof.  The  ensuing  spring  brought  no  invita- 
tion from  Grey  Street  to  Blytheswold ;  and 
Mrs.  Shafton  lacked  the  means,  even  if  she  had 
had  the  courage,  to  venture  on  an  independent 
campaign.  From  that  day  forth  the  visits  of 
the  pair  to  town  were  rare  and  brief.  General- 
ly, they  only  rested  for  a  night  or  so  in  passing 
to  or  from  Devonshire,  where  some  relations, 
less  well-informed  or  less  e^ctreme  to  mark  what 
had  been  done  amiss  than  Rachel  Bellingham, 
resided. 

After  all,  if  tlie  charge  against  Lena  had 
been  investigated,  no  severer  verdict  than  Not 
Proven  could  fairly  have  been  recorded.  Dur- 
ing the  interval  between  that  unlucky  year  and 
the  opening  of  this  tale,  she  might  doubtless, 
luid  she  been  that  way  seriously  inclined,  "  have 
put  away  the  reproach  of  her  virginity,"  and 
fdled  a  wife's  place  in  more  than  one  honest  if 
not  honorable  home.  But  she  did  not  seem 
anxious  to  change  her  condition,  and  somehow 
continued  to  close  the  lips  of  those  who  would 
have  given  her  a  choice,  before  they  actually 
committed  themselves.  Hints,  entreaties,  and 
reproaches — as  Mrs.  Shafton's  patience  waxed 
threadbare  these  last  were  not  spared — were 
utterly  thrown  away.  Sometimes  it  seemed  as 
if  Lena,  from  malice  prepense,  raised  her  mo- 
ther's hopes  on  purpose  to  dash  them.  At  last 
it  came  to  be  understood  among  the  few  who 
either  in  the  north  or  south  were  intimate  with 
the  Shaftons  that  "Lena  didn't  go  in  for  mar- 
rying." She  was  perfectly  charming  to  talk 
to,  especially  if  she  chanced  to  be  in  a  listen- 
ing humor;  but  few  could  flatter  themselves 
that  they  had  ever  tempted  her  beyond  the 
hither  verge  of  flirtation  ;  and  the  sense  of 
security,  when  it  ceased  to  be  provoking,  was 
not  disagreeable.  Both  mother  and  daughter 
were  decidedly  popular — each  in  her  own  way 
— in  the  contracted  circle  of  their  acquaint- 
ance ;  and  Mrs.  Shafton  amply  made  up  for 
Lena's  want  of  vivacity.  Watching  her  demean- 
or abroad,  and  listening  to  her  pleasant  chat, 
you  would  never  have  guessed  that  Blytheswold 
held  any  skeletons.  It  did  though,  and  more 
than  one  ;  neither  were  they  hidden  in  corners 
so  dark  and  remote  but  that  the  mistress  of  the 
house  had  to  face  them  pretty  constantly.  In 
fact,  the  poor  lady  had  almost  ceased  to  believe 
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in  there  being  any  silver  lining  to  the  clouds  en- 
compassing her  path  ;  nor  was  it  strange  if  di- 
vers misgivings  chilled  the  faint  glow  of  hope 
kindled  within  her  by  Lord  Atherstonc's  last 
words. 

As  to  the  manner  of  that  farewell,  or  the  feel- 
ings that  prompted  it,  there  was  no  uncertainty 
with  the  speaker  himself. 

A  long  day's  journey  lay  between  Kirkfell 
and  his  next  halting-place  southward  ;  and  be- 
fore it  was  half  done  Ral]>li  Atherstone  had  put 
the  last  flimsy  veil  of  self-delusion  aside,  and 
had  looked  the  truth  in  the  face,  whether  it 
were  evil  or  good.  He  was  not  so  free  from 
doubts  here,  and  this  is  no  wonder.  Haughty 
and  self-reliant,  both  by  training  and  tempera- 
ment, he  appraised  his  natural  gifts  under  rather 
than  above  their  value,  and  blinked  none  of  his 
disadvantages ;  but  had  his  vanity  been  much 
more  overweening,  it  is  possible  that  an  inner 
voice  would  still  have  whispered  warningly. 

There  are  times  and  seasons  for  weaving  of 
heart-chains  as  for  all  other  earthly  matters, 
grave  or  gay.  Surely  few  of  us  are  so  way- 
worn or  battered  but  that  Ave  can  remember, 
distinctly  enough  for  all  practical  purposes, 
how,  when,  and  where  we  first  set  our  hand  to 
that  pleasant  pastime.  If  misgivings  beset  us, 
they  arose  surely  from  no  doubt  as  to  the  wis- 
dom of  our  choice  or  the  certainty  of  future 
felicity  in  case  our  vows  were  crowned,  but 
only  from  a  dim  apprehension  that  a  few  base 
mechanical  difficulties  might  not  be  swept  away 
quite  so  easily  or  quickly  as  was  desirable. 
Yet  in  the  very  uncertainty  there  was  an  ex- 
citement that  would  have  been  lacking  had  the 
way  lain  straight  and  smooth  before  us.  I  am 
not  speaking  no\v  of  the  page  -love,  which  is  but 
a  graceful  form  of  boy's -play,  but  of  attach- 
ments which,  however  imprudent  they  may  ap- 
pear, are  not  on  the  face  of  them  futile.  Can 
we  not  remember  how,  whether  hope  or  fear 
for  the  moment  prevailed,  we  were  always  sens- 
ible of  a  glow  of  self-satisfaction  in  the  con- 
sciousness that,  if  our  chin  Avere  still  innocent 
of  the  barber's  shear,  Ave  had  Avith  the  earliest 
earnest  aspirations  of  manhood  cast  aAvay  child- 
ish things  once  for  all  ?  While  making  confes- 
sion either  to  ourselves  or  to  the  friends  of  our 
youth,  Ave  had,  so  to  speak,  draped  ourselves  in 
the  virile  toga. 

Troubles  might  be  in  store  for  us,  of  course, 
for  Ave  did  not  flatter  ourselves  that  even  the 
prospering  of  our  suit  would  exempt  us  from 
the  common  lot  of  humanity  ;  Ave  Avere  not  pre- 
pared to  deny  that  there  Avas  a  subdued  sever- 
ity in  the  smile  of  our  mother-in-law  elect,  or 
that  her  prosy  pompous  consort  might  prove 
in  more  Avays  than  one  a  "  stift' customer ;"  but 
we  should  have  spurned,  as  rank  blasphemy,  the 
idea  that  our  peace  could  ever  be  imperiled  by 
Her  toward  whom  just  then  all  tlie  current  of 
our  being  set  strongly. 

That  complete  trustfulness,  then,  like  the  re- 
serve of  the  princess  in  the  story,  Avas  natural 
to  our  age  and  station,  and  could  not  justly 
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provoke  derision.  But  if,  when  well-stricken 
in  years,  being  subject  to  the  like  influences, 
we  betray  the  like  simplicity,  we  shall  fare  per- 
haps better  than  we  deserve  if,  in  the  congrat- 
ulations of  our  acquaintance,  there  mingles 
neither  compassion  nor  scorn.  It  is  a  saving 
clause,  to  be  sure,  if  between  ourselves  and  the 
Object  there  be  a  certain  congruity  of  age  ;  but 
somehow  behind  that  same  clause  very  few 
care  to  shelter  themselves,  preferring  to  run  the 
matrimonial  risk  wdthout  such  heaA-y  insurance. 

It  would  be  hard  to  fix  the  limit  of  age  which 
debars  a  man  from  carrying  out  his  pleasure, 
provided  it  consist  with  virtue  and  honor ;  but 
surely  it  is  wiser  and  better  to  count  the  pos- 
sible cost  thereof  than  willfully  to  ignore  such 
reckoning. 

Ralph  Atherstone,  at  all  events,  Avas  not  so 
far  gone  in  infatuation  as  to  be  guilty  of  any 
such  Aveakness ;  and  yet,  in  very  truth — hoAV- 
soever  absurdly  it  may  sound — he  AA-as  then  un- 
der the  dominion  of  a  first  love.  With  the  cir- 
cumstances of  his  engagement  and  married  life 
you  are  acquainted  already.  Furthermore,  it 
might  have  been  recorded  that  throughout  his 
Indian  career  his  name  Avas  not  once  connected 
Avith  any  of  the  liaisons  Avliich  Avere  not  less  rife 
then  than  noAvadays ;  and  if  he  Avas  not  blameless 
as  to  the  others,  he  kept  himself  singularly  void 
of  offense  Avith  regard  to  the  seventh  command-' 
ment.  Since  he  came  to  reside  in  England  it 
had  been  just  the  same.  He  had  assuredly 
registered  no  iuAA-ard  a'Oav  of  celibacy ;  but  had 
he  done  so  he  could  scarcely  have  taken  him- 
self more  sharply  to  task  for  having  noAV  yielded 
to  temptation.  It  Avas  but  a  poor  satisfaction  to 
him  to  remember  that  he  had  not  actually  com- 
promised himself  in  Avords.  The  delay,  in  his 
eyes,  savored  of  coAvardice,  Avhen  he  knew  that 
sooner  or  later  he  would  speak  out.  That  his 
present  state  of  mind  Avas  to  a  certain  extent 
morbid  he  recognized  fully.  Would  time  and 
absence  Avork  a  remedy  ?  Ay  !  more  than  this 
— did  he  care  to  be  cured  ? 

To  both  questions,  on  that  Sabbath  morning, 
Ralph  Atherstone  must  haA-e  ansAA-ered,  "No." 


CHAPTER  YI. 

Hard  service  and  long  service  are,  as  some 
have  good  reason  to  knoAv,  by  no  means  syn- 
onyms. Though  Lord  Atherstone  Avas  still  in 
his  prime  Avhen  he  Avent  on  half-pay,  and  though 
a  couple  of  medals  and  half  a  dozen  clasps  Avere 
the  sum  of  his  decoration,  he  had  probably 
set  his  life  on  hazard  tenfold  oftener  than  the 
majority  of  those  Avho  have  groAvn  gray  in  staff- 
harness,  and  Avhose  chests  are  plaquee  with  en- 
signs of  merit.  It  is  certain  that  during  not 
one  of  the  enterprises  in  AA'hich  the  chances  for 
and  against  return  Avere  about  evenly  poised 
had  his  pulse  beat  so  irregularly  as  it  did  Avhen 
the  train  bearing  him  LondonAvard  moved  off 
from  the  Heslingford  platform.  Perhaps  this 
is  a  Aveak  parallel  after  all.    For  men  Avhose 


natural  hardihood  has  Avaxed  callous  under  ex- 
perience there  are  excitements  infinitely  more 
intense  than  that  of  mere  personal  peril.  But 
such  had  never  had  any  hold  on  Ralph  Ather- 
stone. Though  no  one  gave  him  credit  for  as- 
ceticism, he  Avas  perhaps  less  open  to  the  tempta- 
tions of  strong  drink,  gambling,  or  luxury  than 
many  reputed  stoics  or  saints. 

He  Avas  fairly  startled,  not  only  at  the  pOAver, 
but  at  the  novelty  of  the  emotions  at  Avork 
Avithin  him  that  morning. 

He  Avas  alone,  as  it  chanced  ;  for  if  Lord 
Atherstone  found  little  faAor  in  his  OAvn  coun- 
ty, lavish  gratuities  made  him  a  popular  insti- 
tution on  the  Great  Central  Line,  and  it  Avas 
seldom  indeed  that  the  guards  did  not  discover 
a  vacant  compartment  somcAvhere  for  his  special 
behoof. 

For  several  leagues  the  A^ale  stretching  aAvay 
on  either  side  of  the  line  Avas  as  familiar  to  Ralph 
as  his  OAvn  demesne.  He  had  a  Avonderfully  ac- 
curate eye  and  memory  for  a  country ;  and  on 
ordinary  occasions  could  have  pointed  out  quite 
easily  the  very  corner  Avhere  tAvo  years  ago, 
after  about  the  quickest  thing  of  the  season, 
the  hounds  Avere  balked  at  blood  by  an  open 
drain,  and  the  special  pollard  overhanging  the 
spot  Avhere  a  rotten  bank  crumbling  under 
Fire  King's  hind  hoofs,  gave  that  good  horse 
his  first  lesson  in  SAvimming.  But  to-day  he 
seemed  to  be  passing  through  a  country  utterly 
strange  to  him,  and  he  gazed  out  of  the  car- 
riage-AvindoAv  vacantly  and  mechanically,  like 
a  traA'eler  Avho,  in  the  tame  monotony  of  the 
scenery  around,  forgets  that  it  is  ncAv, 

For  a  Avhile  one  thought  chased  an'other 
through  Lord  Atherstone's  mind  so  SAviftly  that 
there  Avas  little  order  in  his  meditation ;  but 
ere  long  the  elastic  strength  of  his  nature  as- 
serted itself,  and  he  Avas  able  to  look  his  position 
in  the  face,  at  least  as  steadily  as  he  had  done 
on  his  journey  southAvard  from  Kirkfell. 

He  had  done  Avitli  doubts  noAV,  so  far  as  all 
depending  on  himself  Avas  concerned.  He  Avas 
going  straight  to  Lena  Shafton  to  ask  of  her  the 
gravest  question  that  man  can  ask  of  Avoman. 
He  did  not  repent  for  an  instant  of  this  resolve, 
and  he  thought  he  never  would  repent  of  it, 
Avhatsoever  her  ansAA'er  might  be.  Neverthe- 
less, it  seemed  to  him  that  if  she  ansAvered 
"No,"  there  Avould  be  laid  on  him  a  burden 
not  only  of  disappointment,  but  of  intolerable 
shame.  This,  of  course,  Avas  thoroughly  irra- 
tional. The  difference  of  age  betAveen  himself 
and  Lena.Avas  great,  no  doubt,  but  not  sufiicient- 
ly  so  to  be  grotesque.  That  threadbare  parallel 
of  January  and  May  Avould  not  stand  here  ;  for 
there  Avas  no  more  on  one  side  the  barrenness 
of  late  Avinter  than  there  Avas  on  the  other  the 
freshness  of  early  spring.  Though  he  had  lived 
much  out  of  the  Avorld  of  late,  he  kncAv  enough 
of  its  Avays  to  be  aAvare  that,  in  all  likelihood, 
haughtier  necks  than  Lena  Shafton's  Avould  bow 
themselves  to  take  up  an  ancient  coronet,  to 
say  nothing  of  such  a  dower  as  might  fairly  be 
laid  on  TemplestoAve.    Whatsoever  fault  either 
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friends  or  foes  might  find  in  the  proposal  he 
was  about  to  make,  there  was  surely  nothing 
in  iC  to  provoke  laughter.  But  it  was  not  so 
much  the  ridicule  of  others  as  his  own  self-con- 
tempt in  after-time  that  Atherstonc  dreaded  ; 
and  this  to  one  endowed — or  afflicted  if  you 
please — with  his  peculiar  pride  was  quite  a  suf- 
ficient bugbear.  A  fantastic  one,  no  doubt ; 
but  will  the  mocking  spirits  always  depart  out 
of  the  presence  of  the  wisest  of  us  when  we  cry 
that  they  torment  us  against  reason  or  before 
our  time  ? 

Few  among  the  many  who  had  called  this 
man  tyrannical  and  oppressive  denied  to  him  a 
certain  sense  of  equity,  though  his  judgment 
might  often  be  questioned  and  his  sentence  im- 
pugned. And  in  his  own  fashion  he  was  tlior- 
oughly  just  now :  if  not  only  his  hopes  but  his 
self-respect  were  to  be  wrecked,  he  felt  that 
both  then  and  afterward  he  could  absolve  Lena 
from  having  lured  him  on  by  any  false  signal. 
Once  or  twice  he  did  fancy  that  the  great  brown 
eyes  had  rested  on  him  with  a  kind  of  interest ; 
but  he  had  never  read  in  them  encouragement, 
much  less  a  challenge.  Iler  face  had  never  light- 
ed up  when  he  drcAv  near,  or  lowered  regretfully 
when  he  turned  away,  or  while  he  lingered  by 
her  side  ever  waxed  softer  in  its  languor.  It 
was  best  so.  If  his  heart  was  not  worth  her 
acceptance,  she  had  perhaps  held  it  at  least  of 
better  worth  than  the  baubles  which  coquettes 
toss  to  and  fro  in  their  light-minded  play.  And 
at  the  very  worst,  if  she  were  to  refuse  him  ever 
so  coldly,  he  felt  right  sure  that  she  would  nev- 
er boast  of  her  triumph  or  his  discomfiture. 
And  as  for  himself — if  the  old  pluck  had  not 
quite  left  him — he  would  carry  away  his  bitter 
secret  just  as  he  did  the  Afghan  bullet,  when  he 
sat  saddled  fast  for  a  full  hour  before  any  wist 
that  he  was  wounded. 

It  was  odd,  certainly,  that,  often  as  the  cur- 
rent of  his  thoughts  changed,  it  never  once  oc- 
curred to  him  to  speculate  what  would  be  the 
eftect  at  Templestowe  if  his  present  purpose  had 
been  divulged  there.  If  only  Thilip  had  been 
concerned,  this  would  not  have  been  so  remark- 
able ;  for,  if  there  was  no  enmity  between  the 
two,  there  was  decided  estrangement.  When 
Mr.  Ashleigh  compared  himself  with  his  sire,  a 
sense  of  intellectual  superiority  was  always  lu- 
dicrously at  variance  with  that  of  physical  dis- 
advantage. He  looked  upon  him  much  as  a 
clerk  in  the  Middle  Ages  may  have  looked  upon 
a  moss-trooping  baron — a  personage  at  once  tre- 
mendous and  contemptible,  with  whom  it  was 
alike  impossible  to  argue  and  unsafe  to  trifle. 
His  father  had  certainly  treated  Ashleigh  with 
a  little  more  outward  consideration  since  he  took 
Parliamentary  and  matrimonial  honors  ;  but  in- 
wardly he  had  little  if  any  more  respect  for  him 
than  heretofore.  In  the  senatorial  successes, 
for  instance,  he  utterly  declined  to  believe,  es- 
pecially since,  sorely  against  his  will,  he  was  in- 
duced to  assist  at  one  of  those  displays. 

"  They  read  better  than  they  sound,"  he  said, 
when  Lady  Marian  afterward  insisted  upon  his 
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opinion.  But,  in  spite  of  this,  to  those  same 
orations  in  print  he  never  vouchsafed  more  than 
a  careless  passing  glance.  If  the  honest  elect- 
ors of  that  convenient  borough  were  satisfied 
with  their  hire  and  with  their  choice,  it  was 
well.  But  in  any  moral  or  social  difficulty 
Lord  Atherstone  would  assuredly  have  gone  out 
into  the  highways  for  counsel,  rather  than  have 
sought  it  from  the  member  for  Heslingford. 

With  Marian  Ashleigh,  however,  it  Avas  verv 
diff"erent.  If  she  had  failed,  through  mere  force 
of  circumstances,  to  gain  any  absolute  ascend- 
ency over  her  father-in-law,  she  had  at  least 
gained  so  much  influence  that  he  would  not 
lightly  have  gone  counter  to  her  expressed  oi)in- 
ion  or  implied  wishes.  For  three  years  she  had 
virtually  been  mistress  of  Templestowe,  and  had 
ruled  with  so  much  tact  and  moderation  that 
it  was  not  without  certain  qualms  that  Lord 
Atherstone  first  contemplated  the  possibility  of 
requiring  her  to  abdicate.  Furthermore,  he 
had  a  certain  respect,  not  only  for  her  shrewd 
common-sense,  but  for  her  power  of  quiet  sat- 
ire ;  and  he  was  quite  conscious  of  having  yes- 
terday morning  rather  sought  to  evade  than  to 
encounter  her  keen  black  eyes,  even  though 
they  betrayed  no  scrutiny. 

It  was  odd  that  on  the  spectrum  of  those 
musings  by  the  v/ay  that  one  figure  should 
never  have  been  reflected;  perhaps  it  may  be 
accounted  for  thus :  Though  he  had  never 
read  a  line  of  philosophy,  Proverbial  or  other, 
Ralph  had  somehow  acquired  a  few  plain  prac- 
tical maxims  which  stood  him  in  good  stead. 
Among  these  was — "Unto  the  day,  the  day." 

He  probably  thought  it  would  be  quite  time 
enough  to  disquiet  himself  as  to  the  fashion  in 
which  a  bride  would  be  welcomed  at  Temple- 
stowe when  the  bride  Avas  Avon. 

At  the  last  halt,  before  reaching  toAvn,  the 
guard,  not  Avithout  contrition,  unlocked  the 
door  to  admit  two  other  passengers.  Ather- 
stone scarcely  glanced  at  them  from  under  his 
bent  broAvs.  Nevertheless  the  thread  of  his 
meditation  Avas  broken,  and  he  soon  became 
aware  that  the  neAV-comers  were  grumbling 
at  the  train's  being  disgracefully  behind  time. 
Looking  at  his  Avatch  he  Avas  fain  to  acknowl- 
edge this.  Yet  it  scarcely  seemed  an  hour 
since  he  lost  sight  of  the  ])innacles  croAvning 
the  western  tower  of  the  abbey-church  at  Hes- 
lingford, and  noAv  they  Avere  already  Avithin 
sight  of  the  grimy  tattered  fringe  of  the  Great 
City's  robe. 

Late  as  it  was,  hoAvever,  he  had  some  spare 
time  on  his  hands ;  for  he  Avas  not  minded  to 
call  upon  the  Shaftons  till  after  tAvilight  had 
set  in,  Avhen  he  Avas  nearly  sure  of  finding  them 
at  home.  So  he  sent  his  servant  Avith  the  lug- 
gage to  his  hotel,  and  betook  himself  to  his 
club,  where  he  lunched  —  frugally,  after  his 
fashion,  but  Avith  a  very  fair  appetite. 

By  fiu-  the  greatest  crisis  of  his  life  Avas  now 
imminent ;  but  this  consciousness  rather  quiet- 
ed than  excited  him,  and  his  jndse  now  was 
steady  as  a  time-piece. 
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Though  his  manner  never  grew  positively 
amiable,  some  of  Colonel  Ashleigh's  ancient 
comrades  could  have  told  you  that  there  Avere 
seasons  when  his  face  looked  rather  serene  than 
impassible,  and  when  his  tones  lost  their  harsh 
inflection ;  and  on  these  occasions  sharp  and 
dangerous  work  was  always  close  at  hand. 

There  had  been  no  frost  as  yet,  and  such 
hunting-men  as  were  not  absolutely  insatiate 
of  sport,  or  exceptionally  strong  in  their  stable, 
were  well  content  to  give  the  weather  a  day  or 
two  to  settle.  So  Lord  Atherstone  encountered 
more  than  one  acquaintance  both  at  his  club 
and  as  he  walked  toward  the  hotel  where  the 
Shaftons  were  staying.  Assuredly  the  most 
suspicious  of  these  never  guessed  that  any 
graver  reason  than  fancy  or  ordinary  business 
had  brought  the  "bruising  baron"  up  to  town 
just  then, 

Mrs.  Shafton  had  hardly  reckoned  on  any 
reply  to  her  note.  Nevertheless,  when  the 
morning's  post  brought  none  she  had  experi- 
enced something  of  the  disappointment  that 
affects  the  skillful  fisherman  when,  after  his  fa- 
vorite fly  has  floated  like  thistle-down  over  the 
nook  at  the  tail  of  the  eddy,  where  he  well 
knows  a  heavy  trout  is  lying,  there  ensues  no 
ruffle  of  the  water.  Eor  good  and  sufficient 
cause  she  had  not  consulted  Lena  before  the 
missive  was  dispatched,  nor  made  confession 
to  her  afterward.  The  being  compelled  to' 
lock  up  her  misgivings  in  her  own  bosom  did 
not  make  them  the  lighter  to  carry. 

Neither  could  she  reasonably  expect  Lord 
Atherstone  to  call  that  day ;  and  yet,  as  the 
evening  closed  in,  the  hue  of  her  reflections 
darkened  apace. 

Waiting  and  watching  in  the  dark  is  dreary 
work ;  and  Mrs.  Shafton  had  just  made  up  her 
mind  to  ring  for  lights  when  Lord  Atherstone 
was  announced.  With  all  her  self-command 
— of  this  useful  commodity  she  had  her  full 
share — she  could  scarcely  repress  an  exclama- 
tion of  pleasure  ;  but  her  greeting  was  perfect 
— neither  overeager,  nor  conscious,  nor  con- 
strained. Inferior  practitioners  in  this  branch 
of  science,  if  they  do  not  gush  out  into  prema- 
ture affection,  are  apt  to  case  themselves  in 
unnecessary  dignity.  But  in  these  delicate 
shades  of  coloring  the  artist  hand  is  approved. 
You  may  quarrel  with  the  design  and  morale 
of  the  picture,  if  you  will,  but  you  must  needs 
do  justice  to  the  execution. 

This  visitor,  as  you  are  aware,  did  not  need 
much  management,  but  a  more  diffident  one 
would  soon  have  been  set  at  his  ease  by  that 
graceful  welcome. 

The  manoeuvring  matron  has  been  rather 
roughly  entreated  of  late  by  our  essayists  ;  but 
surely  they  must  allow  that  she  has  a  wonder- 
ful knack  of  making  her  friends — and  her  foes 
too,  for  that  matter,  if  it  suits  her  end — feel 
themselves  at  home.  Do  you  remember  Mrs. 
Rawdon  Crawley's  reception  of  her  brother-in- 
laAv  in  Curzon  Street,  and  those  artistic  touches 
about  the  coal-scuttle  and  the  salmis? 


Similarly  situated,  that  excellent  Lady  Jane 
would  have  hoped  that  her  guest  found  his  room 
comfortable  and  enjoyed  his  dinner.  That  is 
polite  and  hospitable  enough  in  its  way ;  but 
the  real  tactician  carries  up  the  coals  herself, 
and  seasons  the  dainty  dish  with  her  own  white 
hands.  Neither  are  these  characteristics  of  the 
mere  adventuress.  You  will  find  a  chatelaine 
with  quarterings  enough  to  satisfy  an  Austrian 
herald,  just  as  careful  to  render  joetits  soins  to 
the  persons  she  delights  to  honor. 

How  otherwise  do  you  suppose  that  Lady 
Hernscliffe  has  contrived  to  dispose  of  daugh- 
ter after  daughter,  neither  richly  dowered  nor 
passing  fair,  not  only  creditably,  but  so  brill- 
iantly as  to  move  to  hatred  and  malice  all  save 
the  most  charitable  of  her  compeers  ?  A  man 
installed  under  her  roof — Avith  a  purpose,  you 
will  understand — finds  himself  at  once  in  an 
atmosphere  of  comfort,  such  as  mere  luxury 
could  never  secure,  and  which  in  all  proba- 
bility is  new  to  him,  in  hoAvsoever  pleasant 
places  his  lines  may  have  fallen.  His  faA'or- 
ite  tastes  are  divined  and  anticipated  magical- 
ly ;  and  even  for  his  favorite  vices  there  is  tacit 
indulgence.  There  are  no  black  looks  from 
the  hostess  if  he  chooses  to  breakfast  at  unholy 
hours,  nor  grumbling  from  the  host  if  he  lounges 
or  dreams  aAvay  all  the  forenoon  under  the  laAvn 
cedars  instead  of  "going  a-gunning"  Avith  the 
rest  of  the  male  kind.  Neither  is  it  a  heinous 
offense  if  the  scent  of  a  last  cigarette  floats  out 
into  the  stilly  night  from  his  chamber  casement. 
Why  should  not  his  OAvn  household  be  managed 
in  a  like  cheery  and  convivial  fashion  ?  Do- 
mestic talents  of  such  a  rare  order  must  surely 
be  hereditary.  The  nubile  virgin,  Avhom  he 
had  begun  to  admire  amidst  the  glare  and  glit- 
ter and  bustle  of  the  season,  appears  infinitely 
more  attractive  imder  the  soft  home-light.  So 
from  the  potential  mood  of  marriageable  to  the 
future  of  marrying  the  transition  is  very  easy ; 
and  before  autumn  is  far  spent  it  is  knoAvn  to 
all  Avhom  it  may  concern  that  another  bud  from 
that  luxuriant  rose-tree'  is  to  be  grafted  on  a 
stock  quite  as  stately  as  any  of  those  on  Avhich 
her  sisters  are  already  blooming. 

"I  kept  my  promise,  you  see,"  Mrs.  Shafton 
said,  as  she  shook  hands  Avith  her  visitor ;  "  but 
I  certainly  did  not  expect  to  see  you  so  soon — 
if  at  all.  It  Avas  so  very  unlikely  that  you  Avould 
be  in  tOAvn  Avhile  avc  Avere  passing  through.  Per- 
haps I  ought  to  thank  the  Aveather  for  it,  after 
all.  I  suppose  hunting  is  stopped  in  Loamshire. " 

'•Not  that  I  am  aAvare  of,"  Atherstone  re- 
plied. "But  I  Avonder  yen  did  not  expect  to 
see  me.  Did  you  think  it  Avas  only  a  civil 
speech  Avhen  I  asked  you  to  let  me  knoAv 
Avhen  you  came  to  tOAvn?  I  have  forgotten 
liOAv  to  make  civil  speeches,  if  I  ever  kncAv." 

"  Then  it  Avas  business  that  brought  you  up," 
she  persisted.  "  It  is  not  often  that  business  is 
so  accommodating.  You  don't  Avant  me  to  be- 
lieve that  you  have  traveled  all  these  miles  on 
purpose  to  improve  our  Kirkfell  acquaintance-, 
ship  ?" 
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Clever  and  courageous  as  she  was,  slie  was 
only  a  woman,  after  all ;  a  woman,  too,  whose 
nerves  trouble  and  disappointment  had  sorely 
tried.  It  Avas  no  wonder  if,  now  that  a  great 
prize  seemed  almost  within  her  grasp,  her  voice 
shook  a  little  and  her  eyes  sank  under  Ralph's 
steady  gaze, 

"I  want  you  to  believe  not  only  that,  Mrs. 
Shafton,"  he  said,  very  quietly,  "but  much 
more.  I  want  you  to  believe  every  word  that 
I  shall  speak  to  you  to-day.  If  you  will  only 
listen  patiently  we  shall  understand  one  another, 
I  think,  very  soon." 

She  did  listen — so  patiently  that  she  neither 
spoke  nor  stirred,  nor  even  looked  up  till  Lord 
Atherstone  had  made  it  clear  that  his  single  pur- 
pose in  coming  there  was  to  ask  Lena  to  be  his 
wife.  He  was  curt  and  concise  in  his  propo- 
sals ;  without  shrinking  the  obvious  objections 
of  shortness  of  acquaintance  and  difference  in 
age,  he  touched  on  them  so  lightly  that  he  evi- 
dently thought  these  were  rather  for  the  daugh- 
ter's than  the  mother's  consideration.  And  yet 
a  matron  more  disposed  to  stand  on  punctilio 
than  this  poor  lady  could  not  have  considered 
herself  neglected  or  ignored. 

There  are  certain  formularies  of  gesture,  no 
less  than  of  words,  proper  to  these  occasions ; 
yet  the  emotion  that  Mrs.  Shafton  betrayed  was 
not  wholly  stage-play.  She  was  surprised,  of 
course — quite  bewildered,  indeed.  Neverthe- 
less, she  was  free  to  confess  that  Lord  Ather- 
stone's  proposals  were  to  herself  most  accept- 
able. He  had  her  best  wishes ;  and  she  prom- 
ised that  he  should  not  lack  her  support;  but 
she  feared  her  influence  would  not  go  far,  even 
if  it  were  right  to  sway  Lena's  inclinations. 

If  the  first  words  of  that  reply  conveyed  a 
conventional  falsehood,  the  last  were  bitterly 
true,  and  the  sigh  that  followed  came  from  the 
depths  of  the  speaker's  heart. 

"I  thank  you  heartily,"  Atherstone  answered ; 
"but  don't  think  me  ungrateful,  if  I  pray  you  to 
use  no  influence  whatever.  I  would  rather — 
much  rather — take  her  decision  straight  from 
herself,  quite  unbiased.  And — it  sounds  rude, 
I  am  afraid — the  sooner  I  hear  it  the  better." 

His  biant  straightforwardness  made  affecta- 
tion impossible  ;  indeed,  the  brusquene  rather 
braced  than  agitated  Mrs.  Shafton's  nerves. 

"I  can  please  you  so  far,"  she  said.  "You 
shall  see  her  alone  before  I  do.  If  I  am  not 
very  much  mistaken  that  is  her  step  I  hear." 

Through  the  closed  door  came  the  rustle  of 
silks  trailing  slowly,  and  the  next  minute  Lena 
entered. 

"  They  told  me  some  one  was  here,"  she  said, 
after  she  had  exchanged  greetings  with  Lord 
Atherstone  ;  "  and  I  guessed  who  it  was,  though 
they  made  a  perfect  riddle  of  the  name.  Yet 
you  are  nearly  the  last  person  I  should  have  ex- 
pected to  find  in  town  in  the  height  of  the  Imnt- 
ing  season.    What  brought  you  np?" 

Her  manner  was  amicable  enough,  but  there 
was  never  a  sign  of  consciousness  or  confusion 
on  her  face,  nor  the  faintest  change  of  color. 
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And  that  last  question  sounded  as  if  she  had  no 
special  interest  in  the  answer.  Thus  much 
Ralph  recognized  instantly.  Perhaps  he  had 
hardly  reckoned  on  any  other  reception ;  and 
yet  he  w^as  slightly  disappointed. 

"I  had  business  in  town,"  he  said,  rather 
coldly,  "as  I  have  been  trying  to  explain  to 
your  mother.  And,  besides  that,  it  is  doubtful 
hunting-weather  just  now.  You  will  be  glad 
to  find  yourself  in  Devonshire.  They  have  a 
monopoly  of  sunshine,  I  hear,  down  there." 

"They  don't  work  out  the  monopoly,"  she 
returned,  indifferently.  "If  they  fall  short  in 
frost  they  generally  make  it  up  in  sea-fogs.  On 
the  whole,  where  we  stay  is  not  a  bad  place  for 
a  dormouse  to  winter  in  ;  but  as  I  don't  happen 
to  be  a  dormouse — " 

The  pause  was  very  expressive. 

Then  they  began  to  talk  about  Kirkfell  and 
General  Percy  and  other  subjects  of  no  moment, 
till  at  last  Mrs.  Shafton  rose. 

"I  have  two  letters  to  write  before  post- 
time,"  she  said ;  "but  they  will  not  detain  me 
long.  If  I  find  you  gone  when  I  come  back,  I 
shall  know  that  Lena  has  bored  you." 

She  kept  her  promise  of  non-interference  to 
the  very  letter ;  for,  instead  of  exchanging  with 
her  daughter  one  glance  either  warning  or  in- 
telligent, she  Ayas  careful  as  she  passed  out  to 
avoid  the  questions  of  Lena's  eyes. 


CHAPTER  VIL 

Infinite,  no  doubt,  is  the  variety  of  circum- 
stances under  which  matrimonial  overtures  have 
been  made.  Putting  aside  the  sensational  sto- 
ries where  all  the  powers  of  earth,  air,  fire,  and 
water  are  invoked  to  strengthen  the  "situation," 
some  very  practical  and  civilized  people  w^ould 
be  loth,  if  not  ashamed,  to  relate  how  and  where 
they  were  brought  to  confession. 

A  soldier  of  my  acquaintance  not  long  ago 
revealed  the  state  of  his  affections  to  the  person 
most  interested  therein  behind  the  stand  at  As- 
cot, just  as  the  numbers  were  being  hoisted  for 
the  Cup.  Solitude  can  be  found,  they  say,  in 
the  heart  of  any  crowd  by  those  who  seek  it 
aright ;  and,  perhaps,  while  the  isolation  of  this 
couple  endured,  the  bellow  of  the  Ring,  swell- 
ing each  instant  into  more  furious  waves  of 
sound,  was  to  their  ears  like  the  soothing  mur- 
mur of  a  distant  sea ,  and  the  scanty  branches 
waving  over  the  broken  meats  seemed  like  the 
shade  of  a  primeval  forest  where  foot  of  man 
has  never  strayed.  At  any  rate,  the  result  was 
prosperous.  Neither  will  I  admit  that  yonder 
bold  dragoon's  chances  of  domestic  peace  are 
much  lessened  by  the  incongruities  of  time  and 
place  under  which  his  suit  was  urged. 

The  experience  of  tiie  average  of  men  on  this 
subject  must  necessarily  be  limited  ;  but,  if 
notes  were  compared,  not  a  few  might  agree 
that  most  difficulties  of  courtshij)  involved  less 
temporary  embarrassment  than  the  fatal  facility 
of  being  left  en  champ  t/os— under  condition. 
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Lord  Atherstone  was  neither  nervous  nor  dif- 
fident ;  nevertheless,  it  is  certain  that  other  feel- 
ings besides  the  mere  straightforwardness  of  his 
nature  made  him  willing  to  shorten  the  pause 
which  ensued  when  they  were  left  alone.  How- 
ever, it  was  the  lady  who  spoke  first : 

"Do  you  stay  long  in  town?  Or  are  you 
only  a  bird  of  passage,  like  ourselves  ?" 

He  glanced  down  at  her  keenly  from  w^here 
he  stood,  leaning  his  arm  on  the  mantle-shelf ; 
for  he  had  risen  when  Mrs.  Shafton  rose. 

"That  hardly  depends  on  myself.  Can  not 
you  guess  what  is  my  business  here  ?  Your 
mother  knows  it  already." 

She  let  her  eyes  rest  on  his  face  for  a  single 
second,  and  in  that  second  the  secret — if  secret 
there  were — Avas  told.  Ralph's  face  was  calm 
enough,  but  there  was  no  mistaking  its  earn- 
estness— the  earnestness-  of  a  man  speaking 
with  a  set,  solemn  purpose.  Lena's  cheek 
flushed,  as  if  in  vexation,  and  her  eyelids 
drooped — rather  wearily  than  bashfully. 

"I  am  quite  willing  to  listen,"  she  said, 
"but  I  am  too  stupid  at  guessing.  Life  is  not 
long  enough  for  riddles." 

"Mine  is  not  likely  to  be,  at  all  events,"  he 
said,  Avith  a  cold  smile.  "  You  are  quite  right, 
too ;  it  is  always  best  to  speak  out,  even  when 
one  shrinks  from  the  confession ;  and  this  is 
not  so  with  me.  Perhaps  you  don't  know  that 
when  I  left  Kirkfell  I  begged  your  mother  to 
let  me  hear  when  you  were  passing  through 
town  ?  Well,  it  matters  very  little.  I  did 
not  ask  it  without  an  object ;  and  the  object 
was  nearly  the  same  as  that  which  has  brought 
me  here.  I  thought  then  it  w'as  more  than 
likely  that  my  happiness  would  one  day  or 
other  be  in  your  hands  to  make  or  mar ;  I  am 
quite  sure  of  it  now ;  I  have  been  so  for  weeks 
past.  It  is  because  I  am  so  sure  that  I  feel  no 
shame  in  asking  you  this  question :  Is  it  quite 
impossible  that  you  should  ever  care  for  me 
enough  to  become  my  wife  ?" 

The  flush  faded  from  her  fiice,  leaving  it 
paler  than  its  Avont ;  but  there  was  none  of 
the  surprise  or  confusion  there  that  might 
naturally  have  been  provoked  by  the  sudden 
avowal.  If  she  had  not  expected  the  situation 
she  certainly  accepted  it  with  Avonderful  equa- 
nimity. 

"Impossible?"  she  murmured.  "Nothing 
in  this  Avorld  is  impossible,  they  say.  If  the 
Avord  had  been  '  improbable'  the  question  Avould 
have  been  easier,  perhaps,  to  ansAver ;  certainly 
I  have  never  asked  it  of  myself  yet.  Was  it 
likely  that  I  should  ?  Have  you  forgotten  that 
the  length  of  our  acquaintance  should  be  reck- 
oned rather  by  hours  than  days  ?" 

"I  have  forgotten  nothing,"  he  said.  "I 
haA'e  counted  those  hours  just  as  accurately  as 
I  have  the  years  that  make  up  the  difference 
betAveen  your  age  and  mine.  I  ought  to  have 
outgrown  rashness  long  ago,  and  I  have  only 
one  excuse  for  having  spoken  overhastily ; 
and  that  same  excuse,  though  it  is  true,  Avill 
sound  absurd.    It  is  a  Avrinkled  hand  that  I 


offer  you  to-day,  but  it  has  never  pressed  any 
Avoman's  more  kindly  than  in  friendship.  It  is 
not  necessary,  or  even  fit,  that  I  should  tell  you 
hoAV  my  marriage  Avas  brought  about,  only  I  can 
say  that  I  did  not  deceive  my  Avife  either  before 
or  after  Ave  stood  at  the  altar  together.  She 
AA-as  content  to  take  my  name  on  certain  terms  ; 
and  I  hope  Avhile  she  lived  I  kept  my  share  of 
the  compact.  Since  she  left  me  in  India — it 
Avas  some  years  before  she  died — I  have  lived 
utterly  alone ;  and  I  never  thought  it  could  be 
otherAvise  Avith  me  till  I  came  to  Kirkfell,  I 
could  not  promise  that  my  nature  should  be 
changed.  I  shall  be  rough  and  hard  to  the 
end,  I  fear;  yet,  I  think,  never  so  rough  as 
Avillingly  to  speak  a  bitter  Avord  to  you,  and 
never  so  hard  as  to  balk  one  of  your  Avishes, 
or  carry  it  out  grudgingly.  You  don't  seem 
inclined  to  laugh  ;  I  thank  you  for  that,  at  all 
events." 

She  put  forth  her  hand  as  though  to  check 
him,  but  drCAV  it  back  again  so  quickly  that  he 
could  not  have  taken  it,  had  he  been  so  minded. 

"Do  not  speak  so.  I  know  right  Avell  that 
there  are  Avomen  a  thousand  times  better  Avorth 
Avinning  than  I  ever  Avas  or  could  be  Avho  aa-ouUI 
be  proud  of  listening  to  the  Avords  you  have  just 
spoken ;  and  yet,  I  know,  that  for  your  sake, 
if  not  for  mine — perhaps  for  both  our  sakes — I 
Dught  to  shut  my  ears  noAv  and  always.  Yes, 
for  your  sake  chiefly,"  she  AA'ent  on,  before  he 
could  interrupt  her.  "You  said  you  thought 
it  Avould  be  in  my  poAA'er  to  make  or  mar  your 
happiness ;  I  might  mar  it  AA^orse  by  saying 
'Yes'  than  by  saying  'No'  to-day.  I  have 
often  doubted  Avhether  I  am  fit  to  be  trusted 
Avith  any  man's  happiness ;  and  of  late  I  had 
begun  to  think — I  am  not  sure  if  I  had  not  be- 
gun to  hope — that  I  should  never  be  tried." 

"I  am  not  afraid,"  he  said,  simply;  '-and 
before  you  say  'No,'  remember  this:  I  do  not 
ask  for  your  loA^e  as  yet — only  for  the  chance 
of  gaining  it ;  and  if  I  fail  at  last,  I  Avill  never 
complain ;  but  I  Avill  be  content — more  than 
content — Avith  your  loyalt3^  If  I  have  been 
hasty  in  asking  you  this  question,  you  need  be 
in  no  haste  to  answer  it.  I  Avill  Avait  as  long 
as  it  pleases  you." 

Her  face  Avas  strangely  troubled  now,  and 
her  voice  Ioav  and  broken. 

"  I  Avill  not  ask  you  to  AA'ait  long — not  longer 
than  till  this  time  to-morroAV.  But  I  must 
think — I  must — " 

She  checked  herself,  biting  her  lip. 

He  took  her  hand  as  it  hung  idly  doAvn,  but 
did  not  clasp  it;  he  only  lifted  it  to  his  lij)s 
Avith  an  honest  reverence  that,  in  most  avo- 
men's  eyes,  Avould  have  been  AA'orth  a  hun- 
dred courtly  graces ;  and  at  that  moment 
Lena  herself  felt  any  thing  but  ashamed  of 
her  suitor. 

"So  it  shall  be,"  he  said  ;  "  I  Avill  not  weary 
you  any  more  to-day.  Indeed,  special  plead- 
ing like  mine  might  lose  a  better  case ;  nor 
will  I  see  vour  mother  again  till  you  have  de- 
cided." 
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He  pressed  her  fingers  before  he  let  them 
go,  but  miich  more  lightly  than  he  had  done 
when  he  bade  her  "good-by"  at  Kirkfell ;  and 
Lena  returned  the  pressure  silently. 

So  they  parted. 

For  some  minutes  after  she  "was  left  alone 
the  girl  sat  quite  still ;  the  lashes  half  veiling 
her  dreamy  eyes  never  waved  or  stirred ,  nei- 
ther were  they  lifted  when  the  door  opened 
again. 

The  vigilant  look  was  very  strong  on  Mrs. 
Shafton's  face  as  she  entered ;  and  if  she  had 
aftected  composure  her  voice  would  have  be- 
trayed her. 

"  He  has  gone,  then — and  so  soon.  Is  it  pos- 
sible that  you  sent  him  away?" 

Lena  looked  up  with  the  languid  defiance  in 
her  eyes  that  her  mother  saw  first  when  it  was 
ordained  that  Caryl  Glynne's  name  should  no 
more  be  mentioned  between  them,  and  that 
she  had  seen  often  enough  since  then  to  her 
cost. 

"I  did  not  send  Lord  Atherstone  away, 
mamma.  He  himself  thought  it  best  to  go 
Avithout  seeing  you.    Can  not  you  guess  why  ?" 

Mrs.  Shafton  started  violently,  half  rising  out 
of  the  chair  into  which  she  had  thrown  herself, 
and  her  fingers  were  clenched  as  though  in  pas- 
sion or  pain. 

"I  won't  believe  it!"  she  cried  out;  "you 
can't  have  refused  him.  It  would  be  too  un- 
grateful— too  cruel." 

Lena  smiled,  provokingly. 

"AVhat  very  large  words!  Of  course  they 
can  only  refer  to  Lord  Atherstone.  I  felt  hon- 
ored by  his  offer,  and  told  him  so ;  but  I  really 
can't  see  wliy  I  should  have  been  bowed  down 
with  gratitude ;  and  as  for  cruelty,  some  peo- 
ple would  think  it  would  have  been  m  re  cruel 
if  I  had  accepted  him." 

"You  did  refuse  him,  then  ?"  the  other  said, 
almost  in  a  whisper. 

There  was  no  anger  in  her  face  now,  but 
such  a  sick  despondency  as  stirred  even  Lena's 
compassion. 

"  I  couldn't  help  teasing  you,"  she  said  ;  "  but 
there  is  no  occasion  for  fainting,  mamma.  I  did 
not  refuse  Lord  Atherstone ;  I  only  asked  him 
to  give  me  till  to-morrow  to  decide.  Was  that 
very  unreasonable,  all  incompatibilities  consid- 
ered ?    He  did  not  seem  to  think  so." 

Tor  a  person  who  as  a  rule  kept  her  feelings 
pretty  well  in  hand,  Mrs.  Shafton  felt  absurdly 
inclined  to  be  hysterical.  The  change  fr^nn 
disappointment  to  hope  Avas  rather  too  much 
for  her — the  reactions  of  her  life  had  been  so 
invariably  the  other  way.  She  crossed  over  to 
where  her  daughter  sat,  and  kissed  her  on  the 
cheek  and  brow.  There  was  a  very  unusual 
warmth  in  the  caress ;  for,  though  indulgent  to 
her  children,  she  was  by  no  means  a  "gushing" 
I)arent ;  and  it  was  quite  as  significant  as  if  her 
thanksgiving  had  been  uttered  aloud.  Lena 


submitted  passively  to  the  embrace  without  re- 
turning it. 

"Now  don't  give  me  more  credit  than  I  de- 
serve," she  said;  "I  only  promised  him  that  I 
would  think  it  over." 

But  Mrs.  Shafton  was  not  to  be  discouraged 
again  so  easily.  It  was  the  first  time  that  she 
had  ever  known  Lena  look  seriously,  not  to  say 
favorably,  upon  an  eligible  marriage  offer.  To 
have  reached  this  point  was  a  great  step  gained 
— so  great  a  one  that  she  could  afford  now  to 
temporize. 

"You  were  quite  right  to  take  time  to  con- 
sider, darling,"  she  said,  soothingly;  "you 
could  hardly  do  otherwise,  considering  the  short- 
ness of  your  acquaintance.  Only  be  sensible 
and  brave ;  you  must  look  things  in  the  face 
sooner  or  later.  If  I  were  to  die  to-morrow 
you  would  be  nearly  penniless  and  alone  in  the 
Avorld — quite  alone,  for  what  kind  of  a  guard 
or  help  would  your  poor  brother  be  ?  I  feel  so 
tired  sometimes  that  I  should  be  almost  glad  to 
lie  down  and  sleep  once  for  all,  if  I  only  knew 
you  were  safe.  You  would  be  so  very  safe — 
there.  In  spite  of  that  sauvagerie  on  the  sur- 
face, no  woman  could  help  trusting  Lord  Ather- 
stone, and  very  fsAv  would  not  learn  to  love  him 
in  time.  Indeed,  I  would  not  try  to  persuade 
you  if  I  did  not  feel  sure  you  would  be  happy, 
I  have  never  yet  tried  to  force  your  inclinations, 
you  must  own  that ;  and  I  never  crossed  them 
— but  once." 

Lena  drew  herself  away  with  a  manifest  im- 
patience. 

"  I  thought  that '  once'  was  buried  long  ago," 
she  said,  coldly.  "  We  need  not  call  it  up 
again,  especially  just  at  this  time.  Now,  mam- 
ma, I  will  promise  you  to  think  over  every  thing 
— every  thing ;  and  I  vvill  do  my  very  best  to 
be  worldly-wise,  if  you  will  promise  not  to  say 
another  word  on  the  subject,  and  to  leave  me 
quite  alone  to  my  own  devices  till  to-morrow- 
afternoon.  You  shall  hear  my  answer  then, 
and  you  may  scold  or  praise  me  as  much  as  you 
please.  If  I  consult  any  one  in  the  mean  time, 
it  will  only  be  Grace  Moreland ,  and  you  know 
she  is  almost  certain  to  take  your  side  of  the 
question." 

To  all  this  the  other  readily  agreed.  Lena 
retreated  to  her  own  room  immediately  after 
dinner,  so  Mrs.  Shafton  was  condemned  to  a 
solitary  evening  ;  but  it  seemed  to  her  any  thing 
but  long  or  weary ;  and  as  she  sat  musing  alone 
there  hovered  often  on  her  lips  a  quiet  smile  of 
beatitude. 

The  bark  that  she  had  steered  to  the  best  of 
her  strength  and  skill  had  not  yet  entered  the 
safe  roadstead,  and  certain  shoals  were  still  to 
be  weathered  before  it  should  be  moored  in 
port.  Nevertheless,  after  the  harassment  of 
long  sea  turmoil,  there  was  relief  inexpressible 
in  floating  through  stiller  waters  under  the  loom 
of  the  land. 
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FLOOD-TIDE. 

The  waves  are  pressing  inward  from  the  bay ; 

Far  oft'  the  advancing  lines  of  rippling  foam 
Proclaim  the  hour  of  that  mysterious  sway 

Which  brings  them  beachward  from  their  ocean  home  , 
And  twinkling  points  of  light,  a  radiance  fleet, 
Spring  up  beneath  their  swift,  white-sandaled  feet. 

They  swell,  the  waters  of  this  inlet  lone : 

The  dreary  mai-shes  and  the  oozy  sands 
With  the  pink-blooming  sedge  are  overflown, 

Till  all  the  flood  one  shining  level  stands ; 
A  sudden  freshness  fills  the  breeze,  and  signs 
Of  answering  gladness  thrill  the  o'erhanging  pines. 

New  life  and  fuller  comes  to  all  but  me : 

With  no  expectancy  or  joy  I  burn, 
As  daily  the  inexorable  sea 

Recalls  an  hour  that  never  shall  return — 
A  tide  that  overswept  the  bounds  of  years, 
And  flowed  to  me,  o'erwhelmed  with  hopes  and  fears. 

Something  unstirred  till  then  within  me  woke — 

A  longing  for  the  broader  world  of  waves. 
For  life  whose  pulses  beat  witli  bolder  stroke, 

On  coral  reefs,  in  opal-gleaming  caves ; 
And  Music's  soul,  that  ever  in  me  sings. 
Toward  those  wild  surges  stretched  its  eager  wings. 

What  joy  to  feel  the  ocean's  stormy  heart 
Through  me  responsive  ever  throb  and  swell ! 

To  be  of  its  great  orchestra -a  part. 

When  the  winds  meet  beneath  the  tempest's  swell ! 

My  constant  eclioes  of  that  wondrous  tone 

Should  make  its  mystic  melody  my  own. 

And  yet  I  hesitated — Avho  could  know 

What  soundless  gulfs,  what  dangers  vague  and  dread. 
Might  lurk  in  that  resistless  current's  flow  ? 

And,  while  I  wavered,  grasped  this  shelving  bed, 
The  impatient  flood  turned  back,  my  hour  went  by — 
Since  then  no  tide  returns  that  mounts  so  high. 

Around  this  lonely  creek  the  sultry  air 

The  petty  gnats  with  shrewish  pij)ings  fill ; 
The  whispering  reeds  their  endless  gossip  share, 

The  swallows  wheel  in  drowsy  circles  still ; 
And  in  the  woods  above  the  burdened  bee 
Drones  out  his  dull  content,  poor  life,  with  thee! 

I  only  chafe  with  fierce  unrest  and  pain — 

Scorn  the  tame  joys  these  narrow  bounds  witliin — 

Yearn  ever  toward  the  breezy,  billowy  main, 
The  enchanted  realm  I  was  not  braA-e  to  win. 

Weak,  timorous  heart,  that  could  not  trust  and  dare, 

There  is  a  death  in  life — a  long  despair. 

Oh,  moaning  shell,  in  turbid  shallows  pent! 

Are  thine  the  plaints  that  my  sad  thoughts  accost? 
Or  are  they  my  own  spirit's  discontent. 

The  cureless  grief  that  mourns  occasion  lost. 
That  through  the  eventless  days  must  still  regret 
The  tide  with  which  but  once  life's  sands  are  wet? 

Thou,  unto  whom  it  comes,  as  once  to  me. 

And  proff'ers  wider  chances  to  the  soul — 
What  perils  wait  on  that  high  destiny 

Quell  thou  with  courage  vaster — dare  the  whole. 
It  is  the  grand  resolve,  not  after- fate, 
That  makes  the  hero's  act  and  story  great. 

Charles  Landor. 
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MIRABETH. 

"  MiRABETH,  the  dear  wife  of  Jacob  Frost,  died  Janu- 
ary lo,  i8 — ,  aged  60  years." 

I SAW  these  words  in  a  little  Quaker  grave- 
yard. Their  quiet  peace  touched  me  ;  and 
this  is  the  story  of  the  woman  whose  sad  life 
was  irradiated  and  ennobled  by  her  own  brave 
soul. 

Far  away  among  the  hills  dwelt  Mirabeth. 
All  alone  with  her  fiither  she  had  lived  and 
grown  into  the  tall,  slim  girl  she  was.  The 
father  was  a  weakly,  foolish  old  fellow,  with- 
out purpose  or  ambition  in  life  ;  his  only  thought 
was  Mirabeth, 

Her  mother  had  died  when  the  little  girl 
was  scarcely  more  than  eight  years  old,  and 
as  the  child  lay  beside  her  with  wide  hazel 
eyes,  the  trembling  words,  "Mirabeth,  take 
care  of  thy  dear  father,"  fixed  themselves  upon 
her  little  mind,  and  as  she  grew,  more  and 
more  the  necessity  for  such  care  appeared  to 
her,  and  faithfully  she  did  her  mother's  bid- 
ding. 

They  lived  in  a  small  settlement  of  Friends, 
a  long  way  from  other  civilization.  Once  a 
traveling  circus  had  stopped  on  its  way  through 
the  country ;  but  it  didn't  pay,  and  the  mana- 
gers departed  with  the  elephant  and  the  trained 
ponies.  The  affair  had  been  a  nine-days'  won- 
der, but  even  the  young  Friends  could  not  go  to 
so  worldly  a  place  as  a  circus;  so  Dilpworth 
Avas  left  again  with  its  store  and  tavern  and  the 
meeting-house,  hy  way  of  excitements. 

This  little  village  was  almost  unconnected 
with  the  rest  of  the  world.  The  people  were, 
of  course,  mostly  farmers,  the  market  for  whose 
produce  was  perhaps  thirty  miles  distant  over 
the  hills ;  so,  though  the  country  was  rich  and 
fertile,  the  inhabitants  w^ere  poor  and  made 
barely  enough  to  live  by.  Some  of  the  more 
liberal  farmers  took,  weekly,  the  county  papers, 
and  sometimes  a  Friends^  Intelligencer  made  its 
way  among  them  ;  for  this  reason  a  stage  drove 
through  the  place,  and  dropped  the  mail  on  its 
way  to  a  more  prosperous  town. 

Old  Benjamin  Walker  us^d  to  boast  that  he 
had  never  seen  an  engine  nor  a  steamboat : 
"and  never  wanted  to,  either,"  he  said.  His 
son  Samuel  had  once  been  to  the  great  city, 
and  Jane  might  have  gone  when  she  was  a 
girl,  only  she  couldn't  make  up  her  mind  to 
leave  home.  In  consequence  of  so  much  ex- 
perience, Samuel  and  Jane  were  leading  peo- 
ple in  Dilpworth.  Benjamin  would  have  been 
greatly  disappointed  if  his  eyes  had  ever  rested 
on  the  iron-horse.  He  was  spared  the  sorrow, 
for  Death  came  to  him  before  the  railroad. 

Mirabeth  had  learned  to  read  and  write  Avell. 
Her  mother  used  to  teach  school  down  the  val- 
ley before  she  married  Joseph  Haines,  and  her 
few  books  were  in  the  child's  possession,  Jo- 
seph had  small  opinion  of  learning,  but  great 
opinion  of  his  daughter ;  so  he  had  never  pre- 
vented her  doing  what  she  could  to  imjirove 
her  mind. 


She  knew  as  a  child  all  the  flowers  and  herbs 
that  grew  about,  and  with  a  clear  piping  little 
voice  could  answer  the  bird-calls.  She  liked 
to  wander  off  into  the  woods  and  lie  among  the 
grass  and  leaves,  singing  softly  to  herself,  and 
thinking  she  knew  not  what.  When  she  was 
fifteen,  the  old  woman  who  lived  at  the  house 
died,  and  Mirabeth  went  no  more  into  the 
woods,  but  staid  at  home  to  care  for  her  father's 
comfort,  and  became  a  demure  Quaker  maiden, 
fair  and  pure  as  a  lil}^,  but  calm  and  passionless. 

One  day  the  coach  drove  into  Dilpworth 
and  deposited,  beside  the  five  papers,  a  strange 
young  man ;  and  this  was  so  curious  a  thing 
that  the  people  first  stared  after  the  retreating 
stage  to  make  sure  that  it  had  made  no  mis- 
take, and  then  they  looked  at  the  young  man. 
He  was  tall  and  broad-shouldered,  with  a  gold- 
en beard,  and  he  carried  a  portmanteau  in  his 
hand.  He  stood  for  a  moment  in  the  middle 
of  the  road  where  the  stage  had  left  him,  and 
then  strode  into  the  store.  This  was  Philip 
Harper,  and  he  had  come  as  the  herald  of  the 
railroad.  The  great  Swan  and  Mogul  line  was 
in  course  of  construction  ;  and  to  save  tunneling 
a  lofty  hill,  Harper  was  to  negotiate  for  a  thor- 
oughfare at  Dilpworth  Valley.  He  got  what 
he  wanted,  lengthened  the  road  by  ten  miles, 
saved  the  company  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  knew  that  he  had  done  well.  But 
this  was  still  in  the  future. 

He  was  taken  to  meeting  on  First-day,  and 
there  he  saw  Mirabeth  Haines.  She  entered 
in  her  plain  gray  dress,  looking  so  peaceful  and 
cool ;  and  besides,  the  girl  was  really  beautiful. 
Harper  was  something  of  an  artist,  and  knew 
that  she  was  fair  to  look  upon. 

Mirabeth  was  tall  and  lithe,  her  hair  black 
and  smooth  over  the  temples,  and  her  eyes  were 
large  and  wondrous  dark,  with  long  curled  lash- 
es. Harper  could  look  at  none  save  her ;  and 
when  the  men  and  women  came  out  of  their  re- 
spective doors  he  stood  bareheaded  in  the  path 
as  Mirabeth  passed  by.  Then  busy  John  Gruby 
began  his  introductions. 

"  Philip,  I'll  make  thee  acquainted  with  our 
good  Samuel  Walker  and  his  wife  Hannah  ;  and 
this  is  Jane.  Here's  Joseph  Haines,  Philip. 
Where's  thy  daughter,  Joseph  ?  Mirabeth,"  he 
called,  and  the  girl  turned,  "  thee  must  know 
Philip  Harper,  the  new  Friend  who  has  come 
among  us." 

She  held  in  one  hand  a  blue  cotton  umbrella 
and  a  little  bunch  of  field-flowers  she  had  picked 
by  the  way-side  ;  but  she  gave  him  her  other 
shapely  brown  hand,  saying  only,  "  I  am  pleased 
to  meet  thee,  Philip  Harper,"  and  he  was  im- 
pressed anew  with  her  beauty. 

In  another  week  Harper  had  bought  the  land 
for  the  company,  surveying  was  begun,  and  in 
a  week  more  thirty  hands  were  at  work  on  the 
Dilpworth  Valley  Branch, 

"But  thee  sees.  Miss  Mirabeth,"  said  Philip, 
half  adopting  the  Friendly  speech — "  thee  sees 
the  hardest  work  is  just  here," 

This  was  more  than  a  month  after  his  com. 
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ing,  and  the  two  were  examining  the  work  he 
had  done  in  the  valley. 

"Thee  means  a  bridge?"  she  asked. 

"Yes." 

There  was  one  curious  feature  about  Dilp- 
worth — the  river,  as  the  people  called  it ;  the 
brook,  as  Harper  thought,  though  in  truth  it 
was  neither.  Through  a  rocky  gorge,  about 
fifty  feet  in  width,  ran  a  mountain  torrent. 
The  walls  were  high  on  either  side,  and  at 
the  point  Avhere  Mirabeth  stood  must  have 
risen  some  forty  feet  above  the  apparently 
harmless  stream  that  floAved  below. 

"It  looks  quiet  enough  now,"  she  said; 
"  but  in  the  spring-time  it  is  often  fearful. 
Why,  Philip,  I  remember  one  great  sto.rm 
long  ago,  when  trees  were  borne  past  here 
like  straws,  and  then  it  was  impossil^le  to 
cross  any  Avhere." 

"  How  do  you  cross  ?"  he  asked. 

"  Oh,  there  is  a  ford  somewhere  above  here, 
I  believe  ;  but  we  have  never  wanted  a  bridge, 
because  we  have  no  need  to  cross." 

Harper  laughed.  "No  need  to  cross  I"  he 
cried.  "  Do  you  really  mean  you  were  never 
on  the  other  side?  Why,  I  could  not  live  so 
near  without  getting  over  somehow ;  and  the 
ford  must  be  very  uncertain  too  : 

'And  wae  betide  ye,  Annan  Water, 

This  nif^ht  ye  are  a  drumly  river: 
But  over  thee  Ave'll  build  a  brij?, 
That  ye  nae  mair  true  love  may  sever.' 

Do  you  know  the  old  ballad.  Miss  Mirabeth  ?" 

"No,"  she  answered;  "I  know  but  little 
poetry." 

"Come  listen  to  this,  then,  here  on  this 
stone.  These  dear  old  ballads  are  my  best 
friends." 

They  sat  down  together  on  a  moss-grown 
rock,  and  Philip  told  her  the  quaint  old  song, 
in  a  low,  rich  voice  that  brought  tears  into  her 
eves.  She  had  never  heard  any  thing  so  beau- 
tiful. 

He  took  her  hand,  and  they  stood  up. 

"Look,"  he  said,  "the  sun  is  setting.  Oh, 
Mirabeth,  how  beautiful  this  Avorld  is  made  !" 

He  Avalked  aAvay  from  her  to  the  cliff  whis- 
tling. As  he  stood  bareheaded  there,  his 
figure  thrown  out  against  the  higher  black  rock 
of  the  other  shore,  a  slanting  shaft  of  sunlight 
came  and  fell  around  him,  lighting  up  his 
beard  and  hair  till  they  seemed  of  gold. 

"  How  splendid  he  is  !"  thought  Mirabeth,  as 
she  in  the  shadoAv  watched  him  ;  "a  prince  of 
sunlight!" 

But  when  he  stood  beside  her  again  he 
was  only  a  common  mortal,  and  all  he  said 
was,  "  Yes,  I  shall  make  the  bridge  just  here." 

They  did  not  speak  again,  Harper  whistling 
most  of  the  way  home.  Once  he  held  out  his 
hand  to  help  her  across  a  brook,  but  she  was 
over  before  he  could  touch  her. 

The  sun  went  down,  and  left  the  air  purple 
on  the  hills.  Out  of  the  valley  rose  a  little 
white  cloud  of  mist,  that  stretched  softly  away 
among  the  trees,  following  the  brook  in  its 


windings.  In  the  distance,  somewhere,  a  cow 
lowed,  and  then  all  was  still. 

The  evening  lights  were  twinkling  in  thf 
houses  as  they  reached  the  gate. 

"Will  thee  come  in,  Philip?"  asked  the  girl. 
"Father  will  like  to  see  thee." 

"No,  I  thank  thee,"  he  answered  ;  "I  havy 
work  for  to-night.  I  must  draw  the  plans  foi 
that  bridge.  Good-night,  Miss  Mirabeth,  and 
— and  thank  thee  for  the  walk." 

For  the  first  time  in  her  life  she  was  jealous, 
and,  strangely  enough,  jealous  of  a  railroad 
bridge  that  did  not  exist.  A  Aveek  Avent  by, 
and  she  only  saAv  him  once.  At  sunrise,  as  he 
passed  Avith  a  gang  of  Avorkmen,  she  Avatched 
through  the  hop-vine  that  hung  over  her  win- 
dow. It  Avas  quite  like  the  Lady  of  Shalott. 
This  beautiful  creature  shut  up  in  the  old  farm- 
house, always  Aveaving  the  tiresome  web  of  little 
insignificant  household  cares,  and  there  Avent 
the  careless  Lancelot  singing  doAvn  the  A'al- 
ley,  to  the  great  Avork  of  building  a  fifty-foot 
railroad  bridge. 

And  day  by  day  the  spell  of  love  had  come 
upon  her.  Though  she  Avas  poAverless  to  do 
aught  but  Avork  on  at  her  monotonous  tasks, 
she  saAV  noAV  that  the  color  of  her  life  AAas  gray, 
and  ugly,  and  began  to  brighten  it  Avith  a  little 
fancy  Avhich  had  never  come  to  her  before ;  for 
Quaker  girls  are  not  given  to  dreaming. 

Still  Philip  did  not  come  to  her.  The  bridge 
she  kncAv  Avas  nearly  complete;  for  her  father 
had  asked  her — "  Why  don't  thee  go  to  see  it, 
daughter?    Philip  is  a  likely  young  man." 

She  had  ansAvered  him  hastily:  "That  she 
never  cared  for  bridges." 

That  night  Philip  stopped  at  the  gate,  Avith 
his  valise  again  in  his  hand  ;  he  Avas  going 
aAvay  by  the  same  stage-coach  Avliich  had 
brought  him  to  DilpAvortli  five  months  before. 
Mirabeth  Avas  standing  at  the  gate.  She  held 
a  white  bantam  chicken  in  her  arras,  and  was 
caressing  and  petting  her  little  dumb  friend  as 
Harper  stood  before  her. 

"Oh,  Miss  Mirabeth,"  he  cried,  "I  am  go- 
ing away  for  tAvo  Aveeks.  I  Avant  you  to  prom- 
ise not  to  go  to  that  cliff  till  I  come  back  again 
—please  ?" 

He  spoke  hurriedly,  just  like  a  boy  asking 
for  something  he  Avants  very  much. 

She  did  not  raise  her  head,  but  Avent  on 
stroking  her  chicken's  Avhite  feathers.  She  Avas 
so  beautiful  as  she  stood  still  in  the  pathway, 
on  either  side  of  Avhich  grew  two  tall  stalks  of 
day-lilies  that  seemed  her  handmaidens.  Philip 
Avatched  her  for  a  moment ;  but  she  had  not 
spoken,  and  he  kncAv  the  stage  Avould  pass. 
He  stroked  the  chicken's  head  Avith  one  finger. 
"Will  you  ?"  he  questioned  again.  The  ban- 
tam turned  and  pecked  at  him  AAith  her  sharp 
little  bill. 

"Naughty  Biddy;  did  she  hurt  thee,  Philip?" 
"Quick,  Mirabeth,  tell  me." 
"  Is  thee  coming  again  ?"    She  did  not  look 
up  as  she  said  this. 

"Thee  knOAVs  I  am,  Mirabeth." 


MIRABETH. 


893 


"I  promise." 

He  put  out  his  hand  to  bid  her  farewell,  but 
she  ran  into  the  house  without  one  other  Avord. 

Harper  got  into  the  stage  feeling  very  con- 
tent,  though  he  did  not  know  she  watched  him, 
looking  through  the  hop-vines  till  the  trees  hid 
him  from  view.  And  then  Mirabeth  threw  her- 
self on  the  bed  and  cried  as  any  other  girl  would 
do  who  sees  him  whom  she  loves  best  in  the 
world  ride  away  in  excellent  spirits  on  top  of  a 
stage-coach. 

Jacob  Frost  was  supposed  to  be  Mirabeth 's 
lover ;  but  she  had  never  been  very  kind  to  him. 

He  rode  his  horse  into  the  yard  that  after- 
noon, and  she  knew  he  had  come  courting. 
And  that  night  he  said  to  her,  partly  quoting 
from  the  marriage  form  : 

"Mirabeth,  wilt  thou  marry  me?  I  will  be 
a  faithful  and  a  loving  husband  unto  thee  until 
death  shall  part  us." 

She  answered  him  :  "  No,  no,  Jacob  ;  how 
could  I  marry  thee  ?  I  could  never  love  thee. 
No."  She  added,  "I  thank  thee,  but  it  can 
not  be  as  thee  would  have  it." 

So  her  first  lover  mounted  his  horse  and  rode 
away  discomfited. 

She  did  not  see  him  as  he  rode,  for  all  the 
way  seemed  illumined  by  the  figure  of  a  tall 
young  man,  whose  golden  beard  was  blown  by 
the  wind.  And  Mirabeth  thought,  "Can  he 
ever  love  me  ?" 

The  two  weeks  were  accomplished,  and  fifty 
times  had  come  the  question,  "Mirabeth,  has 
thee  seen  the  bridge  ?"  Or  she  had  been  told, 
"The  bridge  is  done,  the  cars  will  be  running 
in  the  spring." 

But  she  iiad  kept  lier  promise  to  Philip ;  and 
had  been  scolded  and  ridiculed  because  she 
would  not  go  with  the  others  to  look  at  the 
wonderful  thing. 

When  the  moon  was  full  she  sat  all  alone  be- 
hind the  hop-vines,  watching  the  silver  light 
and  the  quivering  shadows  upon  her  floor,  a:nd 
a  voice  that  might  have  .come  from  the  moon, 
for  the  silence  that  reigned  before,  spoke  sud- 
denly : 

"Miss  Mirabeth." 

She  threw  a  white  shawl  over  her  head  and 
went  down  stairs  to  Philip  Harper,  She  gave 
him  both  her  hands,  and  did  not  dare  to  speak, 
so  glad  was  she  to  see  him. 

"Here  I  am,"  he  said.  "Will  thee  go  and 
see  my  bridge  ?" 

That  nettled  her.  Did  he  care  for  nothing 
else?  Was  he  not  glad  at  seeing  her  again? 
He  put  her  hand  on  his  arm  and  walked  off  down 
the  road. 

"I've  been  home  to  Newton,"  he  said. 

"Did  thee  see  thy  mother?"  she  asked,  be- 
cause she  had  nothing  else  to  say. 

"Yes  ;  they  are  all  well  and  happy  at  home. 
Miss  Mirabeth,  you  thought  it  strange  making 
you  xjromise  not  to  go  to  the  old  cliff  till  I  came 
again ;  but  the  truth  is,  this  bridge  is  some- 
thing of  a  triuinph  for  me,  and  I — I  wanted  to 
show  it  you  myself,  Mirabeth." 


Her  heart  gave  a  jump. 

"I  want  to  get  a  little  word  of  praise  from 
you,"  he.  went  on.  "  I  want  to  hear  what  you 
say  when  you  see  it.  But,  pshaAv !  you  can't 
care  for  my  poor  little  bridge,  though  it  is  so 
much  to  me." 

"I  do  care,"  she  said,  softly,  .under  her 
breath. 

"Here's  the  bridge,  Mirabeth — speak  quick  I " 

He  was  very  much  excited  as  he  waited  for 
her  verdict. 

Over  the  crazy  water,  splashing  sometimes  in 
shadow,  now  brilliant  in  the  moonlight,  was 
thrown  a  single  span.  There  was  nothing  heavy 
or  superfluous  about  the  bridge.  Light  and 
graceful,  it  seemed  really  hung  between  the  two 
steep  shores,  and  the  winds  almost  swayed  it 
as  they  passed.  Only  fifty  feet  to  the  other 
side,  yet  this  fellow  Harper  w-as  the  first  to 
make  the  two  regions  one ;  and  he  had  joined 
them  with  as  beautiful  a  piece  of  mechanism  as 
man  could  accomplish. 

Mirabeth  stood  silent  before  the  young  man 
for  a  moment,  then  she  looked  up  at  him  and 
spoke : 

"Philip,  thee  has  done  well!" 

He  saAv  that  her  glorious  eyes  were  glistening 
with  more  than  the  light  of  the  moon,  and  her 
voice  shook  as  she  said, 

"  Oh,  Philip,  it  is  so  beautiful,  thy  bridge  I" 

He  caught  both  her  hands. 

"Mirabeth,  mv  darling!" 

"Philip!" 

That  w^as  all.  He  took  her  in  his  arms  and 
held  her  close.  He  knew  now  what  he  seemed 
only  to  have  dimly  guessed  before — that  it  was 
more  than  her  approbation  of  his  work  that  he 
Avanted  ;  and  he  had  seen  more  than  this  as  she 
looked  at  him. 

He  turned  her  head  back  and  gazed  down 
into  her  eyes.  The  unshed  tears  quivered  on 
her  lashes.  She  did  not  move  nor  speak,  but 
rested  quiet  in  his  arms.  All  around  them  fell 
the  solemn  splendor  of  the  night ;  they  two 
alone  with  the  perfectness  of  joy  that  had  come 
to  them. 

It  seemed  now  that  they  had  lived  for  this 
moment;  that  this  was  to  be  the  end  of  all  things. 

So  the  bridge  brought  them  together.  They 
were  happy  for  two  montlis  longer,  then  Philip 
bade  his  love  farewell  "  till  the  spring,"  he  said. 

Mirabeth's  life  Avent  on  as  quietly  as  before, 
save  for  the  letters  that  came  to  her,  and  the 
proud  consciousness  of  his  love.  Through  the 
long  Avinter  she  Avaited,  happy,  for  the  spring. 

"  Why,  my  daughter,  thee's  groAving  rosy ; 
the  spring  is  good  for  thee,"  said  her  fatlicr,  as 
the  snows  began  to  melt.  She  Avas  groAving 
rosy  Avith  hope.  Three  Aveeks  and  he  Avould  be 
Avith  her.  The  railroad  Avas  opened  through 
that  country  now,  and  though  DilpAvorth  Avas 
by  no  means  a  Avay-station,  still  great  ])ridc  Avas 
felt  as  the  trains  rushed  past.  At  last  came  the 
letter,  Avhich  said  : 

"  I  shall  be  Avith  thee  in  three  days.  T  mean  to  ride 
from  Rogers's  Corners  to  DilpAvorth,  as  there  is  some- 
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thing  on  the  road  which  my  lordship  must  inspect. 
Only  three  days,  sweet-heart,  and  '  I'm  coming  over 
the  mountain  1'  My  mother  sends  thee  thy  wedding- 
gown  by  my  hand,  and  I  bring  my  fair  one  a  jewel. 

"Good-night,  my  Mirabeth,  my  beloved!  Three 
days  and  I  shall  fold  thee  in  these  arms. 

"PniLir." 

On  the  morrow  arose  a  fearful  tempest,  and 
the  wind  rushed  between  the  mountains,  chang- 
ing the  stream  into  an  angry  river  and  a  whirl- 
pool. The  Avater,  as  it  fought  its  way  against 
the  rocky  boundaries,  made  for  itself  prey  of 
many  a  poor  little  tree  and  bush  that  had  ven- 
tured too  near  the  edge.  Great  stones  wore 
torn  from  their  sockets  and  rolled  on  in  the  tor- 
rent, and  the  roar  of  the  waters  was  deafening. 
This  havoc  was  only  between  the  rocky  shores; 
for  above,  where  Mirabeth  had  told  Philip  there 
was  a  ford,  the  whole  meadow  was  overflowed. 
On  the  margins  it  seemed  peaceful ;  but  toward 
the  centre,  half  hidden  by  the  willows  and  al- 
ders that  grew  beside  it,  the  channel  began, 
which,  ere  long,  had  swelled  into  the  pitiless, 
angry  water  between  the  rocks.  All  that  day 
the  storm  raged,  and  fiercer  grew  the  stream, 
and  more  deceitful  the  still  water  on  the  mead-  ' 
ows ;  for  as  it  spread  over  the  land  the  crazy 
channel  became  more  hidden  from  sight,  and 
the  shallows  were  still. 

On  the  third  day  of  Mirabeth's  waiting  the 
rain  had  ceased  ;  but  the  wind  still  blew  from 
the  hills,  and  the  gray  clouds  were  scudding 
over  a  dull  leaden  sky. 

Down  in  the  valley  the  budding  willows  were 
covered  with  a  silver  veil  of  little  tender  leaves. 

"He  will  be  here  by  five  o'clock,"  she  said. 
She  gave  her  father  his  dinner  -as  usual,  and 
was  as  quiet  and  useful  as  ever.  As  the  hour 
drew  near  she  grew  excited.  "  I  can't  wait ; 
I  will  go  to  meet  him."  So  she  went  out  into 
the  air.  The  road  was  dry,  and  for  a  little 
way  she  ran  against  the  keen  wind  ;  it  pricked 
her  cheek,  and  made  her  breath  come  hard. 
She  walked  on  quickly,  the  oxygen  making  her 
blood  tingle  down  to  her  finger-tips. 

At  last  she  stood  on  the  dear  old  cliff.  The 
wind  blew  fiercely,  and  the  bridge  creaked  and 
groaned  in  the  blast. 

She  called,  "Philip!"  No  one  could  hear, 
she  knew,  and  she  loved  to  speak  the  word  ;  but 
the  sound  blew  away  in  an  instant,  and  was 
lost.  A  verse  of  the  old  ballad  came  into  her 
thought,  and  she  sang  aloud : 

"'He's  loupen  on  his  bonny  gray, 

He's  rade  the  right  gate  and  the  ready; 
For  a'  the  storm  he  wadua  stay, 
For  seeking  o'  his  bonny  lady.' " 

She  looked  up  the  stream,  and  saw  the  little 
foot-bridge  the  workmen  had  used  was  washed 
away.  Then  a  great  fear  came  upon  her,  and 
the  words  of  the  song  sounded  like  a  knell : 

"'He  spurred  the  mare  into  the  flood: 

I  wot  she  swam  both  strong  and  steady; 
But  the  stream  was  broad,  and  her  strength  did  fail, 
And  he  never  saw  his  bonny  lady.'" 

Her  voice  was  like  a  cry.  "  Oh,  Philip  I  he 
will  try  the  ford.    I  must  save  him."  Her! 


foot  was  on  the  bridge  as  she  spoke.  She  had 
not  thought  of  the  cars,  nor  of  danger  for  her- 
self, though  before  her  was  a  perilous  journey ; 
and  the  wind  caught  her  as  she  stood,  and  al- 
most blew  her  off  the  narrow  foothold.  It  Avas 
a  bridge  of  only  a  single  track,  without  roof  or 
flooring,  and  the  girl  must  spring  from  tie  to 
tie,  with  that  whirlpool  forty  feet  below.  Slow- 
ly and  steadily  she  made  her  way,  never  for  a 
moment  flagging  or  growing  dizz}-.  She  had 
gained  the  middle  of  the  bridge,  and  was  filled 
only  with  the  wild  desire  to  reach  Philip,  w^hen 
she  heard  a  sound  that  froze  her  blood.  Above 
the  howling  of  the  wind,  above  the  water's  roar, 
she  knew  the  whistle  of  the  locomotive.  She 
fell  upon  her  knees  and  breathed  a  little  prayer : 
"My  Heavenly  Father,  help!  oh,  my  God!" 
In  an  instant  the  train  would  be  upon  her ; 
death  seemed  on  every  side. 

The  engine  shrieked  fiercely  as  it  struck 
the  bridge.  They  had  seen  her,  too  late  to 
help  her  now.  At  the  very  feet  of  the  mon- 
ster, as  he  came  thundering  on,  she  grasped 
the  tie  on  which  she  knelt  with  both  hands; 
she  dropped  between  the  rails,  and  hung  there 
for  life  as  the  cars  passed  over  her  head. 

It  was  a  lifetime  to  her ;  the  noise  was  mad- 
dening, and  the  cruel  bridge  seemed  to  hate 
her,  it  shook  so. 

The  cars  were  gone.  She  never  knew  how 
she  struggled  again  to  her  feet  and  reached  the 
other  shore ;  she  had  lost  all  consciousness, 
save  that  she  must  find  Philip,  and  tell  him 
something  quickly.  She  stood  for  a  moment 
on  the  steep  bank,  and  turned  dumbly  toward 
the  water;  and,  as  she  looked,  from  out  the 
dark  mass  a  face  stared  blankly  up  at  her — a 
face  with  a  golden  beard. 

Mirabeth  fell  prone  upon  the  earth.  The 
black,  murderous  water  rushed  on ;  the  spray 
rose  and  sparkled,  pure  and  w^hite,  as  though 
it  did  not  hide  the  secret  of  his  death. 

"Oh,  wae  betide  the  fresh  saugh  wand! 
Oh,  wae  betide  the  bush  of  brier! 
That  bent  and  brake  into  his  hand. 
When  strength  of  man  and  horse  did  tire !" 

"Hey!  Lord  ha'  mercy  !  Whats'ever  that 
a-lying  over  the  track  ?" 

"Looks  like  it  were  a  woman.  Jake,  it's  the 
boss's  doxy." 

"  Dead,  is  she  ?" 

"No,  she  fainted.  Poor  dear,  what's  the 
matter  with  'ee  ?  Speak  up,  my  pretty !  Gen- 
tle, gentle,  Jake ;  turn  her  over ;  she'll  come 
all  right." 

The  two  laborers,  with  hard,  begrimed  hands, 
touched  the  helpless  woman  at  their  feet  like  a 
little  child.  Tenderly  they  raised  her,  and  with 
some  trouble  bore  her  again  over  the  bridge. 

Mirabeth  did  not  speak.  Her  eyes  opened 
once,  but  showed  no  sign  of  returning  reason. 
She  had  been  taken  home,  and  the  whole  vil- 
lage was  alive  with  excitement  before  she  be- 
came conscious  of  her  broken  life.  The  an- 
guish that  she  felt  can  come  but  once,  such  woe 
I  is  so  great  as  to  make  all  other  as  nothing. 
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Little  by  little  the  girl  had  to  learn  that  she 
must  miss  the  well-spring  of  her  hope  or  joy. 
Indeed,  she  had  not  known  before  all  that  Philip 
was  to  her.  He  had  come  to  her  in  this  silent 
village,  where  the  noises  of  the  outside  life  were 
unknown,  and  had,  as  it  were,  unlocked  the 
great  harmonies  of  the  universe.  Her  mind 
before  had  lain  dormant ;  now  she  could  think  ; 
she  knew  the  ideas  of  the  master-spirits  who 
move  the  world.  And  she  had  loved  him  :  the 
power  of  her  soul  was  awakened.  Life  was 
a  hundredfold  more  earnest,  more  purposeful, 
since  she  had  known  Philip.  And  in  an  in- 
stant that  one  on  whom  she  had  relied,  who 
had  worked  this  change,  who  had  made  her 
alive  when  before  she  had  been  dead — that  one 
was  swept  from  her  side :  she  was  alone. 

Years  passed  before  Mirabeth  learned  to 
stand  without  him.  Every  instant  of  her  life 
she  missed  her  love.  She  had  prayed  to  die, 
till  she  saw  that  there  was  still  work  for  her  in 
this  life.  Then  bravely  she  took  up  her  burden, 
saying,  "So  would  Philip  have  done;"  for  as 
time  went  on  her  father  became  feeble  both  in 
body  and  mind,  and  all  her  care  and  affection 
were  needed  in  the  constant  watch  she  kept  for 
his  comfort.  At  last  the  old  man  died,  and 
now  she  was  in  truth  what  she  had  felt  herself 
to  be  for  years,  without  a  companion  in  this 
world. 

She  was  always  like  a  ministering  angel  ju 
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Dilpworth.  Whoever  was  sick  or  in  trouble 
sent  for  Mirabeth  Haines,  and  she  brought 
comfort.  For  years  she  lived  alone  in  the  old 
house,  doing  what  she  could  for  those  around 
her,  always  keeping  brave,  tender,  and  loving, 
though  all  she  had  to  love  were  taken  from  her. 
When  Mirabeth  Avas  forty  years  old,  and  her 
hair  was  silvered  under  the  soft  Friends'  cap 
she  wore,  Jacob  Frost  rode  again  to  her  door. 
Long  ago,  wdien  Mirabeth  had  refused  him,  he 
had  left  her  hurt  and  sad,  and  at  length  had 
married  the  good  wife  who  was  now  dead. 
Jacob  found  himself  wholly  incapable  of  caring 
for  the  children  slie  had  left.  He  had  always 
been  faithful  to  Mirabeth's  memory,  though  he 
had  taken  Sarah  for  his  wife ;  and  now,  in  his 
hour  of  trouble,  he  turned  to  her  for  help,  and 
Mirabeth  married  her  old  lover.  Not  from  any 
sentiment ;  she  knew  tliat  was  over  for  her  when 
Philip  Harper  was  drowned. 

"  I  do  it  for  the  sake  of  the  children,  Jacob," 
she  said  ;  "and  I  will  indeed  be  a  faithful  mo- 
ther to  them." 

Truly  she  fulfilled  her  promise,  and  gained 
her  reward  in  the  love  and  reverence  they  ren- 
dered her. 

She  was  still  full  of  good  works  when  the 
spirit  went  from  her,  and  there  was  no  home  in 
which  Mirabeth  was  not  mourned,  no  voice  that 
did  not  say,  "A  noble  soul  is  gone  I" 

And  this  is  all  her  story. 


{Entered  accordi?tg  to  Act  of  Congress,  in  the  year  1869,  by  Harper  and  Brothers,  in  the  Clerk'' s  Office  of  the 
District  Court  of  the  United  States,  for  the  SoiUhern  District  of  Nezu  York.} 

A  BEAYE  LADY. 

BY  THE  AUTHOR  OF  "JOHN  HALIFAX,  GENTLEMAN." 
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CHAPTER  XVL 

SIR  EDWARD  did  not  come  home  till  very 
late  that  evening,  at  which  his  wife  was  not 
surprised ;  he  had  said  that  his  duties  would 
keep  him  late,  and  that  he  should  very  likely 
dine  with  his  brother  magistrates  afterAvard. 
She  concluded  he  had  done  so ;  but  when  slie 
asked  him,  he  said  abruptly.  No. 

"  Food  !  give  me  some  food.  And  wine  too, 
for  I  am  quite  exhausted.  You  seem  as  if  you 
took  a  pleasure  in  starving  me." 

Josephine  looked  up  astonished,  so  irritable 
was  his  tone,  so  wild  and  worried  his  look. 

"Something  has  happened.  What  is  it? 
Is  Cesar — " 

"You  always  think  of  Cesar  first,  never  of 
me.  Yes,  he  is  all  right :  he  staid  with  me 
and  saw  me  off  before  his  own  train  started." 

"And  you  —  Edward,  is  there  any  thing 
wrong  with  you  ?"  asked  she,  taking  his  hand 
in  a  sort  of  remorse.    But  he  flimg  hers  off. 
"Did  I  say  there  was  any  thing  wrong? 


Why  do  you  look  at  me  so  ?  There  is  nothing 
the  matter  with  me.'' 

But  there  was ;  and  by-and-by  she  discov- 
ered it.  A  thing  which  at  first  he  made  light 
of,  as  of  no  importance  whatever  to  a  gentleman 
in  his  position,  but  which,  when  little  by  little  she 
learned  its  whole  bearing,  and  saw  witli  fright- 
fully clear  eyes  its  possible  results,  was  to  Jose- 
phine one  of  those  sudden  blows  which  seem  oft- 
en to  come  upon  ns  poor  mortals  like  thunder- 
bolts, Avhen  the  air  is  most  still,  and  there  had 
seemed  an  hour  ago  not  a  cloud  in  tlic  sky. 

Be  sure,  soon  or  late,  a  man's  sin  will  find 
him  out.  He,  and  others  for  him,  may  sedu- 
lously hide  it  a  while;  it  may  appear  safely 
buried,  so  that  no  evil  consecpiences  can  possi- 
bly ensue.  But,  by-and-by,  a  bird  of  the  air 
carries  the  matter,  and  in  one  form  or  anotiier 
retribution  comes. 

By  some  means — how  was  never  discovered, 
for  Josephine  thought  she  had  taken  all  jirecau- 
tions  against  such  a  fatality — that  "  little  bird" 
began  to  whisper  abroad,  not  as  a  public  accu- 
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sation  but  as  a  tale  of  private  scandal,  how  the 
Reverend  Edward  Scanlan  had  willfully  falsi- 
fied the  accounts  of  the  new  school  atDitchley, 
and  used  for  his  own  benefit  the  money  which 
had  been  intrusted  to  him.  And  though  the 
charity  had  suffered  no  loss,  the  defalcations 
being  by  some  ingenious  method  or  other  dis- 
covered and  replaced  in  time,  still  the  fact  re- 
mained and  those  people  who  are  always  ready 
to  envy  a  man  his  sudden  prosperity  bruited  it 
about  from  mouth  to  mouth,  till  it  became  the 
talk  of  the  county. 

Curiously  enough,  the  scandal  had  been  a 
good  while  in  reaching  its  victims.  Sir  Ed- 
ward was  not  a  sensitive  man,  quick  to  discover 
any  slight  indications  of  coolness  toward  him- 
self ;  and,  besides,  the  report  had  lain  smoul- 
dering in  Ditchley  town,  where  he  never  went, 
for  weeks  before  it  reached  the  ears  of  the 
country  gentlemen,  who  were  mostly  stanch  old 
Tories,  too  proud  to  listen  to  the  gossip  of  the 
lower  classes.  But  having  once  heard  it,  and, 
so  far  as  they  could,  verified  it,  they  resented  in 
a  body  this  intrusion  upon  their  order,  and  es- 
pecially upon  the  magisterial  bench,  of  a  man. 
whom  only  a  lucky  chance  had  saved  from  the 
disgrace  of  a  public  prosecution.  He  was  in 
no  danger  of  this  now,  but  as  far  as  honorable 
repute  went,  his  character  was  gone. 

"Only  think,  Josephine,"  said  he,  piteously, 
when  he  had  confessed  all  to  his  wife,  "  all  my 
neighbors  gave  me  the  cold  shoulder ;  and  one 
or  two  of  them  actually  hinted  the  reason  why. 
Such  a  fuss  about  nothing!  You  paid  the 
monev  back,  did  von  not?" 

"Yes." 

"Then  what  did  it  matter?  These  English 
people  make  money  their  god.  Even  Lord 
Turberville,  who  I  thought  would  protect  me — 
he  had  only  just  come  home,  and  heard  nothing 
of  this  unfortunate  report  till  to-day — his  lord- 
ship took  no  notice  of  me  on  the  bench,  and 
said  to  Langhorne,  that  he  thought  the  wisest 
thing  I  could  do  would  be  to  send  in  my  resig- 
nation immediately." 

"I  think  so  too,"  said,  with  white  lips,  Jo- 
sephine de  Bougainville. 

It  Avas  no  use  weeping  or  complaining.  The 
miserable  man  before  her  needed  all  her  sup- 
port— all  her  pity.  Under  the  blow  which  had 
fallen  upon  him  he  sank,  as  usual,  utterly  crush- 
ed and  Aveak — weaker  than  any  woman.  Such 
men  always  are. 

"They  will  hunt  me  down  like  a  hare,  these 
accursed  country  squires,"  moaned  he.  "I 
shall  never  be  able  to  hold  up  my  head  in  the 
county  again.  And  just  when  I  was  getting  on 
so  well,  and  the  Turbervilles  were  come  home  ; 
and  they  might  have  taken  us  by  the  hand  and 
helped  us  into  society.     It's  very  hard  !" 

"It  is  hard,"  said  Josephine,  beneath  her 
breath;,  and  as  she  looked  round  the  cheerful 
drawing-room,  so  handsome  yet  so  home-like, 
her  whole  external  possessions,  her  money,  her 
title,  her  name,  seemed  to  become  valueless. 
She  would  have  given  them  all  to  secure  to  her 


children  that  blessing  which,  though,  thank  God, 
many  families  have  struggled  on  without  it,  is 
yet  the  safest  strong-hold  and  dearest  pride  of  any 
family — a  father's,  unstained,  honorable  name. 

"But  what  are  Ave  to  do,  Josephine?  Tell 
me,  Avhat  are  Ave  to  do  ?" 

She  turned  and  saAV  him  crouched — all  but 
kneeling  at  her  feet — the  man  Avho  Avas  tied  to 
her  for  life ;  Avho,  with  all  his  faults,  Avas  not  a 
deliberate  villain ;  and  Avho  now,  as  Avas  his 
Avont,  in  his  distress  look  refuge  Avith  her,  and 
her  alone.  For  a  moment  she  shrank  from 
him — an  expression  of  pain,  unutterable  pain — 
perhaps  something  Avorse  than  pain — passed  over 
her  face,  and  then  she  feebly  smiled. 

"I  can  not  answer  you  at  once.  GiA-e  me 
time  to  think." 

"  Very  Avell.  Only,  Josephine,  do  remember 
Avhat  your  poor  husband  has  suffered  this  day. 
Eor  God's  sake,  do  not  you  be  unkind  to  me !" 

"No,  I  Avill  not.  It  is  for  God's  sake,"  she 
repeated  to  herself,  Avith  a  deep  meaning;  al- 
most as  deep  and  earnest  as  a  prayer. 

During  her  many  hours  of  solitary  musings 
— more  numerous  now  than  ever  in  her  life — 
Josephine  had  learned  much.  That  burning 
sense  of  Avrong — Avrong  done  to  herself  and  her 
children  by  their  father,  had  in  some  measure 
died  out ;  she  looked  upon  him  sorroAvfully,  as 
being  chiefly  his  own  enemy :  she  could  protect 
-both  them  and  herself  from  him  now.  And  in 
another  way  her  mind  had  changed  ;  she  begun 
dimly  to  guess  at  the  solemn  truth,  Avithout  Avhich 
all  life  becomes  a  confused  haze — that  Avhat  Ave 
do  for  people  is  not  for  themselves,  or  for  our- 
selves, but  for  something  higher.  Thus,  it  Avas 
for  God's  sake,  not  for  his  OAvn,  she  resolved  to 
hold  fast  to  her  husband. 

"EdAvard,"  she  said,  "indeed  I  ncA-er  mean 
to  be  unkind  to  you  ;  but  this  is  a  terrible  grief 
to  me.  To  be  sure,  the  thing  is  not  much  Avorse 
knoAvn  than  unknown,  except  so  far  as  it  aftects 
the  children.  Had  Cesar  any  idea  of  it,  do 
you  think  ?" 

"  Yes — no.  Well,  yes ;  I  told  him  some- 
thing of  it,"  stammered  Sir  EdAvard.  "I  had 
nobody  else  to  speak  to,  and  he  saAv  hoAv  bro- 
ken-doAvn  and  upset  I  A\'as.  Poor  felloAv !  he 
insisted  on  seeing  me  safe  off  home  before  he 
started  himself  for  Oxford.  I  must  say  Cesar 
behaved  very  aa'cII  to  me  to-day." 

"  My  good  boy  !"  muttered  the  mother ;  and 
then  Avith  a  thrill  of  maternal  suffering  at  hoAV 
he  might  suffer — "  Oh,  my  poor  Cesar!" 

"  Ce'sar — always  Cesar !  Can't  you  for  one 
moment  think  of  me?" 

Ay,  that  Avas  the  key  to  this  man's  life.  He 
had  never  thought  but  of  himself,  and  himself 
alone.  Such  a  one — and  oh,  Avhat  hundreds 
there  are  like  him! — ought  ncA-er  to  be  either 
husband  or  father. 

Josephine  turned  grave,  reproachful  eyes 
upon  him — the  dead  Aveight  Avho  had  dragged 
her  down  all  her  days.  It  ahvays  had  been 
so — apparently  it  Avas  to  be  so  to  the  end. 

"EdAvard,  consider  a  little,  and  you  Avill  find 


# 


A  BRAVE  LADY. 


I  do  think  of  you  ;  but  there  is  plenty  of  time. 
We  have  no  need  to  do  any  thing  in  haste — if 
indeed,"  with  a  sigh,  "  any  thing  remains  to  be 
done." 

And  there  came  helplessly  the  thought  upon 
her  of  how  little  could  be  done.  A  lie  she 
could  have  fought  against ;  but  there  was  no 
fighting  against  the  truth.  In  a  gentle  way 
she  said  as  much. 

"  True  or  not,  Josephine,  I'll  not  bear  it.  Am 
I,  with  all  my  Irish  talent,  to  be  a  by-word  among 
those  clodhopping  English  squires  ?  They  hate 
me  because  I  am  Irish.  I  always  knew  that. 
But  I'll  soon  teach  them  differently.  I,  with 
my  wealth,  could  take  a  position  wherever  I 
pleased.  We'll  leave  this  place  immediate- 
ly." 

"Leave  this  place?" 

"And  I  shall  be  only  too  glad  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  quit  this  horrid  old  house ;  you  know 
I  always  disliked  it.  We  can't  sell  it,  more's 
the  pity !  but  w^e  could  easily  let  it,  and  we 
will." 

"We  will  not,"  said  Josephine,  roused  to 
desperation. 

"But  I  say  we  will,  and  I  am  master  here !" 
cried  Sir  Edward,  violently.  "I  have  been 
planning  it  the  whole  way  home,"  added  he, 
more  pacifically,  as  he  saw  that  his  wrath  had 
not  the  slightest  effect  upon  his  wife.  It  only 
tightened  the  shut  lips,  and  gave  an  added 
paleness  to  the  steady,  firm  features.  "  We 
can  give  out  that  your  health  requires  us  to 
winter  abroad,  and  go  quietly  away  in  a  week 
or  two.  Once  gone,  w^e  need  never  come 
back  any  more." 

"  Never  come  back  any  more  ?  When  I 
loved  the  place  so ;  when  I  had  settled  down 
here  for  life,  and  was  so  happy  I — so  happy! 
Husband,  you  are  very  cruel  to  me!  And 
Heaven  is  cruel  too.  My  troubles  are  more 
than  I  can  bear." 

She  sat  down,  wringing  her  hands.  A  kind 
of  despair  came  over  her — the  sudden  reaction 
which  we  often  feel  when  trouble  follows  a  lull 
of  peace — as  sharp  as  the  first  chill  of  returning 
winter.  But  we  get  accustomed  to  it  presently. 
So  did  she. 

Against  this  scheme  of  her  husband's — very, 
natural  to  him,  for  his  first  thought  in  any  dif- 
ficulty was  to  run  away — Lady  de  Bougainville 
at  first  rebelled  with  all  her  might.  She  refused 
point-blank  to  quit  her  home — though  she  were 
ignored  by  the  whole  county,  and  though  the 
arrows  of  evil  tongues  were  to  fly  around  her 
head  as  thick  as  hail. 

"  I  am  not  afraid  ;  I  have  done  nothing,"  she 
said,  haughtily.  "No  possible  blame  can  at- 
tach to  the  children  or  me.  And,  even  with 
regard  to  what  has  been,  since  nobody  was 
really  injured  and  it  will  never  happen  again, 
would  it  not  be  possible  to  remain  and  live  it 
down  ?" 

So  reasoned  she  with  Mr.  Langhorne,  who 
was  the  only  person  whom  in  her  extremity  she 
took  counsel  of :  confessed  the  whole  thing,  and 
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asked  him  what  he  thought  would  be  the  wisest 
course. 

"For  my  children's  sake— my  children,  you 
see,"  pleaded  the  poor  mother.  Of  herself  she 
cared  nothing ;  Avould  gladly  have  hidden  her 
head  any  where  in  merciful  obscurity.  "Had 
I  not  better  stay  here  and  brave  it  out  ?  No- 
body could  bring  up  the  tale  so  as  to  harm  the 
children." 

Mr.  Langhorne  hesitated.  He  knew  the 
world  better  than  she  did.  Still,  she  was  so 
bent  upon  remaining  that  she  resisted  him  as 
much  as  she  did  her  husband,  who,  cowed  by 
her  determined  will,  assumed  the  air  of  a  mucli- 
injured  and  most  patient  man,  told  her  to  "have 
it  all  her  own  Avay  ;  he  should  never  say  anoth- 
er word  on  the  subject." 

But  he  did  though :  reverting  to  it  day  after 
day  with  the  worrying  persistency  of  a  weak  soul 
that  tries  by  every  underhand  means  to  shake  a 
stronger  one.   Alas*!  only  too  often  succeeding. 

For  a  few  weeks  Lad}'-  de  Bougainville  bore 
all  her  misery  at  home,  all  her  slights  abroad 
— some  imaginary,  perhaps,  but  others  real 
enough.  For  the  taint  of  "something  dishon- 
orable" attached  to  a  family — especially  in  a 
thinly-populated  country  district,  ignorant  of 
the  tricks  of  trade,  great  or  small,  which  are 
practiced  in  larger  communities — is  a  thing  not 
easily  removed.  Long  after  its  exact  circum- 
stances are  forgotten  the  vague  stigma  remains. 
In  proportion  to  his  former  popularity,  his  old 
parishioners,  and  indeed  the  whole  county,  now 
viewed  with  extreme  severity  the  Ilevcrend  Sir 
Edward  de  Bougainville. 

Several  times  Josephine  drove  purposely  to 
Ditchley,  shoAving  her  face  to  the  world  at 
large,  and  calling  upon  the  people  she  knew ; 
but  they  were  all  rather  cold  to  her,  and  some 
barely  civil.  Lady  Turbervillc,  whom  she  one 
day  accidentally  met,  though  not  uncourteous — 
for  the  old  lady  stopped  to  speak  to  her,  and 
had  a  tone  of  sympathy  in  her  voice — still  made 
not  the  slightest  inquiry  after  Sir  Edward,  and 
gave  no  hint  of  the  proposed  visit  of  the  Ladies 
Susan  and  Emily  to  Oldham  Court.  In  short, 
that  slight,  untangible  coolness,  that  "sending 
to  Coventry,"  which  in  a  provincial  neighbor- 
hood is,  socially,  the  ruin  of  any  family,  had 
obviously  befallen  the  De  Bougainvilles.  Once 
begun,  these  things  always  increase  rather  than 
diminish ;  and  however  she  might  shut  her 
eyes  to  it,  Josephine  could  not  help  seeing  be- 
fore her  and  hers  a  future  of  splendid  loneliness, 
duller  and  drearier  even  than  poverty. 

Then,  too,  an  uncomfortable  change,  phys- 
ical and  mental,  came  over  her  husband.  The 
shock  of  his  sudden  fortunes  had  thrown  him 
into  a  rather  excited  condition.  He  had  been 
top-heavy  with  prosperity,  so  to  speak,  and 
against  this  sudden  bleak  wind  of  adversity  he 
could  not  fight  at  all.  He  fell  into  a  low  way, 
refused  to  do  any  thing  or  go  any  where,  and 
sat  all  day  longshivering  over  the  fire,  bemoaning 
his  hard  lot,  and  complaining  that  the  world  was 
all  against  him,  as  it  had  been  from  his  youth 
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lip.  He  could  not  bear  his  wife  out  of  his 
sight,  yet  Avhen  she  was  in  it  he  was  always 
scolding  her,  saying  she  was  killing  him  by 
inches  in  keeping  him  at  Oldham  Court. 

"Can  it  he  really  so?  What  is  the  matter 
with  him  ?"  she  asked  of  Dr.  Waters,  whom  she 
had  at  last  secretly  summoned — for  Sir  Edward 
refused  all  medical  advice,  saying  that  the  sight 
of  a  doctor  was  as  good,  or  as  bad,  as  a  death- 
wa  rrant. 

Dr.  Waters  made  no  immediate  reply.  Per- 
haps he  really  had  none  to  give.  That  mys- 
terious disease  called  softening  of  the  brain, 
Avhich  seems  to  attack  the  Aveakest  and  the 
strongest  brains — letting  the  lucky  mediocre 
ones  go  free — was  then  nnnamed  in  medical 
science  ;  yet  I  think,  by  all  accounts,  its  earli- 
est symptoms  must  even  then  have  been  devel- 
oping in  Josephine's  husband.  She  knew  it 
not — nobody  knew  it ;  but  its  results  were  pain- 
ful enough,  throwing  a  cloud  of  gloom  over  the 
whole  family.  And  upon  this  state  of  things 
the  younger  boys — planning  their  first  Christ- 
mas at  Oldham  Court,  yule-logs  and  guisards, 
according  to  the  merry  Christmas-keeping  of 
all  the  wealthy  families  in  the  county — came 
ignorantly  home.  Cesar  too — but  Cesar  was 
not  ignorant,  though  in  all  his  letters  he  had 
never  yet  said  a  word  of  what  he  knew.  He 
only  held  his  mother's  hand  sometimes,  and  fol- 
lowed her  tenderly  about  the  house,  and  made 
things  as  easy  for  her  as  he  could :  but  he 
seemed  to  think — it  was  his  nature  and  had 
been  his  grandfather's  too,  she  remembered — 
that  the  easiest  thing  was  silence. 

"  Perhaps,  after  all,"  said  Dr.  Waters,  on  his 
second  visit,  "it  would  be  better  to  go." 

"To  leave  home,  you  mean,  as  my  husband 
wishes — for  a  time?" 

"  Yes,  for  a  time,"  repeated  the  doctor,  with 
his  eyes  cast  down.  "  Long  or  short,  as  may 
be  advisable.  Change  of  scene,  without  de- 
lay, is,  I  think,  very  necessary  for  Sir  Edward. 
And  for  the  boys — they  have  but  a  dull  life 
here.  You  will  return  in  triumph,"  added  he, 
cheerfully,  "in  time  to  have  an  ox  roasted 
whole,  and  all  sorts  of  rejoicings  Avhen  Cesar 
comes  of  age." 

Lady  de  Bougainville  turned  sharply  away. 
How  all  her  delights  had  crumbled  down  to 
dust  and  ashes  I  Alas,  to  what  sort  of  an  in- 
heritance would  he  come,  her  handsome  young 
heir?  And  who  would  stand  up  and  wish  him 
the  heir's  best  benediction,  that  he  might  tread 
in  his  father's  footsteps  all  his  days? 

Nevertheless,  she  could  but  follow  where  fate 
led,  and  do  the  best  that  seemed  possible  for 
the  time  being.  So  standing  at  her  favorite 
oriel  window,  looking  down  the  straight  ever- 
green alleys  of  her  beloved  garden,  Avhere  the 
holly-berries  shone  scarlet  in  the  winter  sun, 
and  the  arbutus-trees  were  glittering  under  the 
first  white  dust  of  snow,  she  made  up  her  mind 
to  leave  Oldham  Court ;  to  slip  the  dear,  safe 
anchor  of  home,  and  go  drifting  about  upon  the 
wide  world. 


Some  may  count  this  a  very  small  thing — a 
very  infinitesimal  sacrifice  ;  but  I  know  better. 
However,  it  was  made ;  and  having  once  put 
her  hand  to  the  plow  she  never  looked  back, 
but  drove  it  straight  through  her  pleasant  flow- 
ers with  a  firm  remorseless  hand. 

Of  course,  her  husband  was  dehghted.  She 
had  come  to  her  senses  at  last,  and  he  congrat- 
ulated her  accordingly.  He  laid  plan  after 
plan  of  what  he  should  like  best  to  do,  what 
would  amuse  him  most ;  and  at  last  thought, 
considering  it  was  winter  time,  and  rather  too 
early  for  the  London  season,  it  would  be  well 
to  adopt  a  suggestion  which  somebody  or  other 
threw  out,  and  take  a  tour  through  the  cathe- 
dral towns  of  England. 

"You  see,  this  will  be  particularly  suitable 
for  me  in  my  character  of  a  clergyman."  For 
since  politics  and  the  Earl  of  Turberville  had 
lost  their  charm  he  Avent  back  upon  that,  and 
became  once  more  stricter  than  ever  in  his  re- 
ligious observances. 

Josephine  cared  little  Avhere  she  Avent.  So, 
mostly  by  chance,  the  thing  was  decided.  They 
were  to  begin  Avith  Canterbury. 

"But  you  don't  want  to  take  the  children 
Avith  us,  my  dear?"  said  Sir  EdAvard,  queru- 
lously. "I  shall  haA'e  no  pleasure  at  all  if  I  am 
bothered  Avith  a  lot  of  children  at  my  heels." 
So  Josephine  gave  this  up  too. 
-  Her  last  fcAv  days  at  Oldham  Court  appeared, 
she  herself  once  told  me,  to  have  fled  exactly 
like  a  dream.  The  Avhole  thing  Avas  done  sud- 
denly— leaving  the  children  behind  in  charge 
of  the  good  governess  and  Bridget.  She  in- 
tended to  come  back  and  shut  up  the  house, 
for  she  obstinately  refused  to  let  it ;  but  still, 
Avhen  the  carriage  sloAvly  ascended  the  hilly 
road,  and  she  looked  doAvn  on  the  gray  gables 
nestling  in  sunshine  in  the  yalley  beloAA-,  she 
had  a  fatal  foreboding  that  she  should  never 
see  Oldham  Court  again.    She  ncA'^er  did. 

I  do  not  mean  to  make  any  pathetic  scene 
out  of  all  this.  Many  persons  might  say  that 
all  Lady  de  Bougainville's  regrets  on  the  sub- 
ject Avere  mere  morbid  imagination,  when  she 
had  so  many  tangible  blessings  left  her  to  enjo3\ 
It  might  be,  and  yet  I  pity  her,  and  can  under- 
stand hoAV  she  fell  into  a  kind  of  dull  despond- 
ency, very  unusual  for  her,  Avhich  lasted  for 
several  days. 

Out  of  it  she  Avas  roused  by  a  chance  inci- 
dent ;  one  of  those  small  things  Avhich  are  often 
the  pivot  upon  Avhich  much  greater  things  turn. 
Wandering  round  Canterbury  cathedral  aim- 
lessly enough — for  Sir  EdAvard  took  little  inter- 
est in  ecclesiastical  architecture,  and  Avas  much 
more  interested  in  finding  out  Avhere  the  Dean- 
ery Avas,  and  Avhetherhe  ought  not  to  call  upon 
the  Dean,  Avhom  he  had  once  met,  and  Avho 
Avould  probably  ask  them  to  dinner — Lady  de 
Bougainville  came  upon  the  queer  old  door 
leading  to  that  portion  of  the  crypt  which,  ever 
since  the  reA'ocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes — 
indeed,  I  believe,  earlier  still  —  has  been  as- 
signed by  law  and  custom  to  the  use  of  the 
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French  Protestants  Avhose  forefathers  had  taken 
refuge  in  England.  While  asking  a  question 
or  two  of  tlie  verger,  she  dimly  recollected  hav- 
ing heard  of  the  place  before.  Her  father  had 
once  "  assisted"  at  a  Sunday  service  there,  and 
described  it  to  her.  Keenly  interested,  slie 
tried  to  peer  through  the  cracks  in  the  door 
and  the  spidery  Avindows  ;  little  was  to  be  seen, 
but  she  managed  to  catch  a  few  glimpses  of  the 
interior,  the  low-arched  ceiling,  whitewashed 
like  the  walls  ;  the  plain,  common  wooden  pews 
and  pulpit,  whereon  lay  a  book,  torn  and  worm- 
eaten — a  centuries-old  French  Huguenot  Bible 
— for  she  could  read  the  words  "  Saincte  Ecri- 
ture"  on  the  open  title-page. 

A  strange  contrast  it  was,  this  poor,  plain — 
pathetically  plain — little  conventicle,  to  the 
magnificent  cathedral  overhead,  where  she  had 
just  been  hearing  service  ;  but  it  suited  her 
present  state  of  mind  exactly.  Sickened  of 
wealth,  feeling  the  hollowness  of  the  sham 
])omps  about  her,  her  heart  seemed  to  spring 
back  like  an  overbent  bow  to  the  noble  poverty 
of  her  childish  days,  to  tlie  rigid  uncompromis- 
ing faith  of  her  French  forefathers.  * 

"Every  Sunday  they  have  service  here,  you 
say?"  she  asked  of  the  verger.  "Edward, 
shall  we  go  to-morrow  ?  I  should  like  it  very 
much." 

"I  dare  say:  you  always  do  like  common 
and  ungenteel  places.  No,  I  would  not  be  seen 
there  upon  any  account."' 

"No  matter,"  she  thought,  "I  will  go  alone." 
And  next  day,  while  her  husband  was  taking  a 
long  sleep,  she  sallied  forth  through  the  rainy 
streets  ;  wrapping  herself  up  in  her  cloak,  and 
trudging  on,  almost  as  Mrs.  Scanlan  used  to 
trudge,  in  days  gone  by.  No  fear,  she  thought, 
of  her  being  recognized  as  Lady  de  Bougain- 
ville. 

And  yet,  when  she  passed  under  the  low- 
door  of  the  crypt,  entering  side  by  side  with 
that  small  and  rather  queer-looking  congrega- 
tion, chiefly  French  artificers  of  various  sorts, 
with  their  wives  and  families,  descendants  of 
the  early  emigres  or  later  comers  into  the  town, 
Avho,  but  for  this  ancient  institution  of  service 
under  the  cathedral,  would  probably  long  ago 
have  forgotten  their  religion  and  race,  and  be- 
come altogether  amalgamated  with  the  inhab- 
itants of  Canterbury  ;  when  she  looked  at  them, 
and  heard  in  faint  whispers  that  tongue  of  an- 
other land,  as  they  noticed  the  rare  presence  of 
a  stranger  among  them — Josephine  began  to 
feel  strange  stirrings  in  her  heart. 

It  is  curious,  as  we  advance  in  middle  life, 
especially  w^hen  there  is  a  great  gulf  between 
that  life  and  our  childish  one,  how  sharp  and 
distinct  the  latter  grows !  For  years,  except 
in  her  children's  caressing  chatter,  Josephine 
had  scarcely  heard  the  sound  of  her  native 
tongue — that  is,  her  ancestors'  tongue,  for,  as  I 
said,  she  herself  had  been  born  after  her  parents 
quitted  France ;  nor  since  childhood  had  she 
been  in  any  place  of  worship  like  that  which 
her  father  used  to  take  her  to — a  bare  meeting- 
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house,  rough  as  this,  of  which  it  strongly  re- 
minded her.  When  she  sat  down,  it  almost 
seemed  as  if  the  old  Vicomtc  sat  beside  her 
with  his  gentle  Soi  sage,  ma  j}  elite  J 'die.'' 
And  when  the  minister,  in  his  high  French  in- 
tonation, a  little  "singsong"  and  long  drawn 
out,  began  to  read:  L  Evangih  scion  Saint 
Jean^  chapitre  premier.  La  Parole  etait  au  com- 
mencement :  la  Parole  etait  avec  Dien,  et  la  Pa- 
role etait  Dieu" — old  times  came  back  upon  her 
so  forcibly  that  it  was  with  difficulty  she  could 
restrain  her  tears. 

What  the  congregation  thought  of  her  she 
knew  not,  cared  not.  Possibly,  for  many  Sun- 
days after,  those  simple  people  talked  of  and 
looked  for  the  strange  lady  Avho  that  Sunday 
had  worshiped  with  them  —  whether  French- 
woman or  Englishwoman  they  could  not  tell, 
only  that  she  had  left  in  the  alms-box  several 
bright  English  sovereigns,  which  helped  on  the 
poor  of  the  flock  through  a  very  hard  winter. 
She  came  and  she  went,  speaking  to  nobody, 
and  nobody  venturing  to  speak  to  her,  but  the 
influence  of  those  two  hours  effected  in  her 
mind  a  complete  revolution. 

"  I  will  go  home,"'  she  said  to  herself,  as  she 
walked  back  through  Canterbury  streets,  still 
in  the  pelting  rain  ;  "  home  to  my  father's  faith 
and  my  father's  people,  if  any  of  them  yet  re- 
main. I  will  bring  up  my  children  not  En- 
glish but  French  ;  after  the  noble  old  Huguenot 
pattern,  such  as  my  father  used  to  tell  me  of, 
and  such  as  he  was  himself.  Mon  pcre^  rnon 
pcre 

It  was  a  dream,  of  course,  springing  out  of 
her  entire  ignorance ;  as  Utopian  as  many  an- 
other fancy  which  she  had  cherished,  only  to 
see  it  melt  away  like  a  breaking  wave ;  still  at 
present  it  was  forced  so  strongly  upon  her  mind 
that  it  gave  her  a  gleam  of  new  hope.  Almost 
as  soon  as  she  returned  to  the  hotel,  she  pro- 
posed to  her  husband,  with  feigned  careless- 
ness, for  he  now  generally  objected  to  any  thing 
which  he  saw  she  had  set  her  heart  upon — that 
instead  of  continuing  their  tour  in  this  gloomy 
weather,  they  should  at  once  send  for  the  chil- 
dren, cross  the  Channel,  and  spend  the  New 
Year  in  Paris,  le  jour  de  Van  being  such  a  very 
amusing  time. 

"Is  it?"  said  Sir  Edward,  catching  at  the 
notion.  "And  I  want  amusing  so  much  !  Yes, 
I  think  I  should  like  to  go.  How  soon  could 
we  start?" 

"I  think,  witliin  a  week." 

She  despised  herself  for  humoring  him ;  for 
leading  him  by  means  of  his  Avhims  instead  of 
his  reason  to  needful  ends,  but  she  Avas  often 
obliged  to  do  both  now.  A  curious  kind  of 
artfulness,  and  childish  irritability  mingled  with 
senile  obstinacy,  often  seized  him  ;  when  he 
was  very  difficult  to  manage  ;  he  who  as  a 
young  man  had  been  so  pleasant  and  good- 
tempered,  in  truth  a  better  temper  than  she. 
But  things  were  difl'erent  now. 

Ere  her  husband  could  change  his  mind, 
which  he  was  apt  to  do,  and  ere  the  novelty  of 
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the  fresh  idea  wore  off,  Lady  de  Bougainville 
hastily  made  all  her  arrangements,  left  Oldham 
Court  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Langhorne  ;  sent  for 
her  children  and  some  of  her  servants,  and  al- 
most before  she  recognized  the  fact  herself,  was 
in  the  land  of  her  forefathers,  the  very  city 
where  more  than  one  of  the  last  generation 
of  them  had  expiated  on  the  guillotine  the 
crime  of  having  been  noble,  in  the  best  sense 
of  tlie  word,  for  centuries.  As  Josephine  drove 
through  the  streets  in  the  chilly  winter  dusk, 
she  thought  with  a  curious  fancy  of  how  her 
father  must  have  looked,  wakened  early  one 
morning,  a  poor  crying  child,  to  see  the  death- 
cart,  with  his  father  in  it,  go  by ;  and  again, 
with  a  shudder,  how  her  beautiful  great-aunt 
must  have  felt  when  the  cold  steel  first  touched 
her  neck.  Ah  !  but  those  were  terrible  times, 
to  be  so  near  behind  us  as  seventy  years ! 

Paris,  such  as  Lady  de  Bougainville  then 
saw  it,  and  as  long  afterward  she  used  to  de- 
scribe it  to  me,  lingering  with  the  loving  garru- 
lousness  of  age  upon  things,  and  places,  and 
people,  all  swept  away  into  the  gulf  of  the  past 
— ancient  Paris  exists  no  more.  Imperial  "  im- 
provements'' so-called,  have  swept  away  nearly 
all  its  historical  landmarks,  and  made  it,  what 
probably  its  present  ruler  most  desired  it  should 
be  made,  a  city  without  a  history.  When  I 
visited  it  myself,  wishful  as  I  was  to  retrace  the 
steps  of  our  dear  old  friend,  and  tell  her  on  our 
return  about  these  places  she  knew,  we  could 
find  almost  none  of  them.  Except  the  quaint 
old  Rue  St,  Honore,  where  in  an  hotel,  half 
French,  half  English,  which  Sir  Edward  took  a 
fancy  to,  she  lived  during  her  Avhole  residence 
there. 

I  knew  not  if  it  were  the  stirring  of  the  mer- 
curial ancestral  blood,  or  merely  the  bright, 
clear,  sunshiny  atmosphere,  but  Lady  de  Bou- 
gainville felt  her  heart  lighter  as  soon  as  she 
entered  Paris.  She  was  not  one  to  mourn  over 
the  inevitable ;  Oldham  Court  was  left  behind, 
but  she  had  many  pleasant  things  surrounding 
her  still.  She  went  sight-seeing  almost  every 
morning  with  her  happy  children,  and  of  after- 
noons she  took  her  daily  drive  with  Sir  Ed- 
ward, showing  him  every  thing  she  could  think 
of  to  amuse  him — and  he  really  was  amused, 
for  the  time.  His  health  and  spirits  revived ; 
he  confessed  Paris  was  a  pleasant  place  to  win- 
ter in,  or  would  be,  as  soon  as  they  came  to 
know  people,  and  to  be  known.  With  this  end 
in  view  he  haunted  Galignani's,  and  was  on  the 
qui  vive  for  all  the  English  visitors  to  the  hotel, 
in  case  some  of  their  names  might  be  familiar 
to  him. 

But  in  Paris,  as  in  London,  came  the  same 
difiiculty  inevitable  under  the  circumstances. 
Socially,  the  De  Bougainvilles  had  not  yet  risen 
to  the  level  of  their  money,  and  beyond  a  cer- 
tain point  it  helped  them  little.  They  were 
almost  as  lonely,  and  as  entirely  without  ac- 
quaintances, in  the  Rue  St.  Honore  as  they  had 
been  in  St.  James's  Street.  Vainly  did  Sir  Ed- 
ward harry  his  wife's  memory  for  the  name  of 


every  noble  family  Avith  whom  her  father  had 
had  to  do,  hoping  to  hunt  them  out,  and  thrust 
himself  upon  them.  Vainly,  too,  did  he  urge 
her  to  leave  a  card  at  the  British  Embassy,  or 
even  at  the  Tuileries,  for  one  De  Bougainville 
had  been  about  fifty  years  ago  a  very  faithful 
friend  to  one  of  the  Orleans  family.  But  some- 
thing— was  it  pride  or  was  it  shame — or  per- 
haps merely  natural  reticence?  —  made  Jose- 
phine steadily  and  firmly  decline  these  back- 
stairs methods  of  getting  into  society. 

Ce'sar,  too,  who  was  nearly  grown  up  now, 
had  a  great  dislike  to  the  thing.  "Mamma," 
he  would  say,  "if  people  do  not  seek  us  of 
their  own  accord,  and  for  ourselves,  I  had  rath- 
er have  no  friends  or  acquaintance  at  all.  We 
can  do  very  well  without  them." 

"I  think  so  too,"  said  Lady  de  Bougainville. 
But  she  did  not  perplex  herself  much  about  the 
matter.  She  knew  the  lack  was  only  tempo- 
rary. Every  time  she  looked  at  her  son,  who  to 
his  natural  grace  was  daily  adding  that  air  of 
manliness  and  gentlemanliness  which  the  asso- 
ciations of  University  life  give  to  almost  every 
young  fdlow,  more  or  less,  she  smiled  to  her- 
self with  perfect  content.  There  was  no  fear 
of  her  Cesar's  not  making  friends  every  where 
by-and-by. 

He  was  her  consolation  for  a  good  many 
things  which  she  found  difficult  to  bear.  Not 
great  things  ;  she  had  no  heavy  troubles  now ; 
but  little  vexations.  It  was  sometimes  very 
trying  to  watch  the  slight  shrugs  or  covert 
smiles  Avith  which  the  civil  Frenchmen  he  met 
at  tables  d'hote,  theatres,  etc.,  commented  si- 
lently on  the  brusquerie  or  "  bumptiousness"  of 
the  rich  milord  Anglais,  who  was  always  assert- 
ing his  right  to  the  best  of  every  thing.  For 
in  a  foreign  country,  more  patent  than  ever  be- 
comes the  fact  that,  however  his  rank  or  wealth, 
no  thoroughly  selfish  man  ever  is,  or  even  ap- 
pears, a  gentleman. 

Rich  as  Sir  Edward  was,  he  found  that  when 
one's  only  key  to  society  is  a  golden  one,  it 
takes  a  good  while  to  fit  it  in.  He  Avas  groAv- 
ing  weary  of  the  delay,  and  speculating  Avhether 
it  Avould  not  be  Avell  to  leave  Paris,  Avhen  the 
magic  "  open  sesame"  to  his  heart's  desire  ar- 
rived in  a  very  unexpected  way. 

With  a  vague  yearning  after  her  father's 
faith,  dimly  as  she  understood  it,  a  restless  seek- 
ing after  something  upon  Avhich  to  stay  her  soul, 
sickened  Avith  the  religious  hollowness  amidst 
Avhich  she  had  lived  so  long,  Josephine  Avent, 
Sunday  after  Sunday,  to  the  French  Protestant 
Chapel.  Not  that  the  preacher  could  teach 
much — fcAV  preachers  can,  to  hearers  like  her- 
self, Avhose  sharp  experience  of  life  mocks  all 
dogmatizing  as  mere  idle  Avords  ;  it  is  God  only 
Avho  can  bring  faith  to  a  soul  AA'hich  has  lost  all 
faith  in  man.  But  she  liked  to  listen  to  the 
mellifluous  French  of  the  good  old  minister — 
liked  too  the  simplicity  of  the  service,  and  the 
evident  earnestness  of  the  congregation.  An 
earnestness  quite  different  from  that  of  the  Avor- 
shipers  she  saAV  in  Catholic  churches,  though 
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this  was  touching  too.  She  often  envied  those 
poor  kneeling  women  praying  even  to  a  Saint 
or  a  Holy  Virgin  in  whom  they  could  believe. 

But  these  French  Protestants  seemed  to  wor- 
ship God  as  she  thought  He  would  best  desire 
to  be  worshiped — open-eyed,  fearless-hearted, 
even  as  their  forefathers  and  hers  had  done,  in 
valleys  and  caves,  persecuted  and  hunted  to 
death,  yet  never  renouncing  Him.  The  differ- 
ence, so  difficult  to  understand,  between  faith 
and  superstition,  was  there  still.  She  often 
fancied  that  in  these  nineteenth-century  faces 
she  could  still  detect  gleams  of  the  old  Hugue- 
not spirit,  with  its  strength,  its  courage,  its  un- 
paralleled self-devotion.  A  spirit  as  different 
from  that  of  Catholic  France  as  that  of  the  Pu- 
ritans and  Covenanters  was  from  that  corrupt 
Court  of  the  Stuarts. 

She  was  in  a  dream  of  this  kind,  such  as  she 
fell  into  almost  every  Sunday — when,  looking 
up,  she  saw  among  these  stranger  faces  a  face 
she  knew  ;  and  as  soon  as  service  was  over 
she  hurried  after  the  person,  who  was  Priscilla 
Nunn. 

"How  came  you  here?  Who  would  have 
expected  it  ?  My  good  Priscilla,  I  am  so  glad 
to  see  you — so  very  glad  !" 

The  woman  courtesied,  looking  pleased,  said 
she  had  watched  "  my  Lady"  for  several  Sun- 
days, but  thought  perhaps  my  Lady  did  not 
care  to  notice  her.  That  she  had  given  up 
business  and  gone  back  to  her  old  profession, 
and  was  now  living  as  nurse  and  humble  com- 
panion with  Lady  Emma  Lascelles. 
Vol.  XL.— No.  237.-26 


"She  is  very  ill,  my  Lady— will  never  be 
better.  She  often  speaks  of  you.  Shall  I  tell 
her  I  saw  you  ?" 

"  No — yes,"  hesitated  Josephine,  for  she  had 
been  a  little  wounded  by  Lady  Emma's  long 
silence,  which,  however,  this  illness  explained. 
She  stood  perplexed,  but  still  cordially  holding 
Priscilla  by  the  hand,  when  she  saw  her  hus- 
band waiting  for  her  in  the  carriage,  and  watch- 
ing her  with  astonished  suspicious  eyes.  Hast- 
ily she  gave  her  address,  and  joined  him ;  for  she 
well  knew  what  vials  of  wrath  Avould  be  poured 
out  upon  her  devoted  head.  As  was  really  the 
case,  until  Sir  Edward  discovered  with  whom 
the  olnioxious  Priscilla  was  living. 

"Lady  Emma!  Then  you  must  at  once 
call  upon  her.  She  may  be  of  the  greatest 
service  to  you.  She  used  to  be  so  very  fond 
of  you.     Where  is  she  residing  ?" 

Josephine  had  never  asked  ;  but  her  pride  or 
reticence  was  rendered  needless  by  Mr.  Las- 
celles's  a])pearing  the  very  next  day  to  entreat 
her  to  visit  his  Avife,  who  was  longing  to  see 
her. 

So,  without  more  ado,  Lady  de  Bougainville 
put  on  her  bonnet  as  rapidly  as  Mrs,  Scanlan 
used  to  do,  and  went  alone,  a  street's  length, 
to  the  quiet  faubourg,  where,  surrounded  by  all 
Parisian  elegance  and  luxury,  the  young  creat- 
ure, w^ho  had  once  come  to  Ditchley  as  a  bride, 
lay  fading  away.  She  had  lost  child  after 
child — hopes  rising  only  to  be  blighted  •  and 
now,  far  gone  in  consumption,  was  slipping 
peacefully  out  of  a  world  which  upon  her  had 
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opened  so  brightly  and  closed  so  soon.    Yet  ' 
she  still  took  her  usual  warm  human  interest  in 
it,  and  was  exceedingly  glad  to  see  again  Lady 
de  Bougainville. 

"An  old  friend  in  a  new  face,"  she  said, 
smiling;  "but  nothing  would  ever  much  alter 
you.  I  am  glad  my  cousin  left  you  all  his 
money ;  nobody  else  wanted  it,  and  you  can 
make  good  use  of  it,  and  enjoy  it  too.  You 
have  your  children."  And  poor  Lady  Emma 
burst  into  tears. 

After  this  the  two  women  renewed  all  their 
former  intimacy  ;  and  as  Mr.  Lascelles  knew 
every  body,  and  surrounded  his  wife  with  as 
many  pleasant  people  as  he  could  think  of,  to 
amuse  her,  it  so  happened  that  this  mere 
chance,  occurring  through  such  an  humble  me- 
dium as  Priscilla  Nunn,  furnished  the  means 
by  which  the  De  Bougainvilles  entered  into 
Parisian  society.  Really  good  society,  such  as 
even  Sir  Edward  approved  ;  for  it  included 
people  of  higher  rank  than,  in  his  wildest  am- 
bition, he  had  ever  expected  to  mix  with. 

The  Court,  then  resident  at  Paris,  must  have 
been,  so  long  as  it  lasted,  one  of  the  best  and 
purest  Courts  which  France  has  ever  known. 
Whatever  its  political  mistakes  or  misfortunes, 
domestically  it  was  without  alloy.  No  one 
could  enter  the  household  circle  of  the  citizen- 
king  without  admiring  and  loving  it.  High- 
toned,  yet  simple;  fond  of  art  and  literature, 
yet  rating  moral  worth  above  both  these  ;  com- 
bining the  old  aristocratic  grace  with  the  liber- 
alism of  the  time,  and  assigning  to  rank,  wealth, 
talent,  each  its  fitting  place  and  due  honor — 
though  many  years  have  elapsed  since  its  dis- 
persion and  downfiill,  all  those  now  living  who 
knew  it  speak  tenderly  of  the  Court  of  Louis 
Philippe. 

Lady  de  Bougainville  did,  to  her  very  last 
hour.  Whether  she  "shone"  therein,  I  can 
not  tell — she  never  said  so  :  but  she  keenly 
enjoyed  it.  More,  certainly,  than  her  husband, 
who,  after  his  first  flush  of  delight,  found  him- 
self a  little  out  of  his  element  there.  He  could 
not  understand  the  perfect  simplicity  of  those 
great  people,  who  could  associate  with  poor 
authors  and  artists  upon  equal  terms ;  who 
were  friendly  and  kind  to  their  servants ;  and 
who,  instead  of  going  about  all  day  with  alle- 
gorical crowns  on  their  heads,  were  in  reality 
very  quiet  persons,  who  would  condescend  to 
the  commonest  things  and  pursuits — such  as 
shocked  much  a  grand  personage  like  Sir  Ed- 
ward de  Bougainville.  He  was  altogether 
puzzled,  and  sometimes  a  little  uncomfortable  ; 
finally  he  held  aloof,  and  let  his  wife  go  into 
society  alone,  or  with  the  companionship  of  her 
daughter. 

Adrienne  "  came  out.''  Sitting  beside  her 
beautiful  mother,  as  shy  and  silent  as  any 
French  demoiselle,  but  much  amused  hy  what 
she  saw  around  her,  she  looked  on,  taking 
little  share  in  the  gay  Avorld,  until  she  saw  her- 
self put  forward  as  a  desirable  "/>arf/e"  by  an 
energetic  French  mother,  when  she  turned  in 


frightened  appeal  to  her  own,  and  the  preten- 
du'^  was  speedily  extinguished.  Nevertheless, 
in  spite  of  her  plain  looks  and  defect  in  figure, 
the  reported  large  "  Jo^"  of  Mademoiselle  de 
Bougainville  attracted  several  chances  of  mar- 
riage ;  to  which  Adrienne  was  as  indifferent — 
and  even  amused — as  her  mother  could  desire. 

But  henceforth  Josephine  often  thought  with 
some  anxiety  of  this  dear  child,  so  unlike  her- 
self, so  unfit  to  battle  with  the  world.  Shrink- 
ing, timid,  easily  led  and  influenced,  Adrienne 
inherited  much  from  her  father,  and  almost  no- 
thing from  her  mother,  except  her  uprightness 
and  sincerity. 

"If  you  do  marry,"  Lady  de  Bougainville 
sometimes  said  to  her,  "  it  must  be  some  one 
who  will  be  very  good  to  you,  some  one  whom 
I  can  entirely  trust,  or  I  shall  break  my  heart. 
Sometimes  I  hope,  my  darling,  that  you  will 
not  marry  at  all."' 

"  Very  likely  not,  mamma,"  Adrienne  would 
answer,  blushing  brightly.  "  I  certainly  would 
rather  not  marry  a  Frenchman." 

So  the  mother  rested,  content  that  none  of 
.these  gay  young  fellows,  who,  she  felt  sure, 
only  sought  her  for  her  money,  had  touched 
the  heart  of  her  young  daughter,  whom  she  still 
called  fondly  her  "little"  girl. 


CHAPTER  XVIL 

When  they  had  been  a  year  at  Paris,  or 
near  it — for  in  the  fashionable  season  for  "  la 
campagne'^  they  drifted  with  the  usual  Parisian 
crowd  to  some  place  sufficiently  in  reach  of  the 
city  not  to  be  dull — Sir  Edward  began  to  sug- 
gest moving  on.  There  was  a  curious  restless- 
ness about  him  which  made  him  never  settle 
any  where.  Back  to  Oldham  Court  he  posi- 
tively refused  to  go;  and  when  the  subject  was 
fairly  entered  upon,  Josephine  found  that  her 
son  Cesar  had  the  same  repugnance.  He  and 
she  had  never  spoken  together  of  that  fatal 
rumor  which  had  been  the  secret  cause  of  their 
sudden  departure ;  but  that  the  proud,  honest, 
reticent  boy  knew  it,  and  felt  it  acutely,  she 
was  well  aware. 

"No,  mother,"  he  said,  when  she  consulted 
with  him,  for  she  had  already  learned  to  rest 
upon  his  premature  wisdom  and  good  sense; 
"don't  let  us  go  back  to  Oldham  Court  —  at 
least  not  for  some  years.  The  house  will  take 
no  harm,  and  the  land  is  well  let ;  Mr.  Lang- 
horne,  last  time  he  was  at  Oxford,  told  me  that 
you  will  be  richer  by  letting  it  than  living  at  it ; 
and  I  don't  want  to  live  there — never  again! 
Besides,"  hastening  to  heal  up  a  wound  he 
thought  he  had  made,  "you  see,  I  must  be  a 
busy  man,  must  enter  a  profession,  work  my 
wav  up  in  the  world,  and  earn  my  own  fortune. 
Then,  mother  darling,  you  shall  have  Oldham 
Court  for  your  dower-house,  when  you  are  an 
old  lady." 

She  smiled,  and  ceased  urging  her  point, 
though  she  was  pining  for  a  settled  resting- 
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place.  At  last  Cesar  saw  this,  and  went  hunt- 
ing about  England  on  pedestrian  tours  till  he 
succeeded  in  finding  a  place  that  he  felt  sure 
she  would  like,  and  his  father  too — a  large,  old- 
fashioned  mansion  ;  not  Gothic,  but  belonging 
to  the  time  of  Queen  Anne ;  fallen  into  much 
disrepair,  but  still  capable  of  being  revived  into 
its  original  splendor. 

"And  you  will  have  quite  money  enough  to 
do  this,  Mr.  Langhorne  says,"  added  the  pru- 
dent boy.  "And  the  doing  of  it  would  amuse 
])apa  so  much.  Besides,  it  is  such  a  beautiful 
old  place ;  and  oh,  what  a  park !  what  trees ! 
Then  the  rooms  are  so  lofty,  and  large,  and 
square.  You  might  give  such  dinners  and 
balls — I  like  a  ball,  you  know.  Dearest  mo- 
ther, please  think  twice  before  you  throw  over- 
board our  chance  of  Brierley  Hall." 

She  promised,  though  with  little  interest  in 
the  matter — as  little  interest  as  we  sometimes 
take  in  places  or  people  which  are  to  be  our 
destiny.  And  Oldham  Court — which  she  loved 
so,  which  she  had  set  her  heart  upon — she  fore- 
saw only  too  clearly,  would  never  be  her  home 
any  more. 

Still,  she  would  have  done  almost  any  thing 
to  please  Cesar,  who  Avas  growing  up  her  heart's 
delight.  He  only  came  to  Paris  on  passing 
visits,  being  quite  taken  up  with  his  Oxford 
life,  in  which  his  earnest  perseverance  atoned 
for  any  lack  of  brilliant  talents  ;  and  he  worked 
for  his  degree  like  any  poor  lad,  forgetting  he 
was  heir  to  a  wealthy  gentleman,  and  scarcely 
even  remembering  his  twenty-first  birthday, 
Avhich  passed  by  without  any  oxen  roasted 
whole  or  other  external  rejoicings — except  the 
joy  of  his  mother  that  he  Avas  now  a  man,  with 
his  career  safe  in  his  own  hands. 

Cesar  was  after  all  more  of  an  Englishman 
than  a  Frenchman,  even  in  spite  of  his  resem- 
blance to  his  grandfather,  so  strong  that  more 
t!]an  one  old  courtier  had  come  up  to  him  and 
welcomed  the  descendant  of  M.  le  Vicomte  de 
Bougainville.  But  the  young  fellow  added  to 
his  English  gravity  that  charming  F rench  grace 
which  we  Britons  often  lack,  and  his  tall  figure 
and  handsome  looks  made  him  noticeable  in 
every  salon  where  he  appeared. 

His  proud  mother  had  especially  remarked 
this  on  one  evening  which  had  a  painful  close. 

It  was  a  reception,  whither  she  and  her  son 
went  alone  together — Sir  Edward  having  de- 
sired that  Adrienne  would  remain  at  home  and 
])lay  dominos  with  him — since  he  had  been  in 
France  he  had  taken  greatly  to  that  harmless 
game,  which  seemed  to  suit  him  exactly.  And 
Adrienne  had  obeyed,  a  little  reluctlantly,  as 
the  reception  was  at  a  house  where,  timid  as 
she  was,  she  liked  to  go.  For  the  hostess  was 
a  lady  who,  though  too  poor  to  "entertain"  as 
we  English  understand  the  word — indeed.  Sir 
Edward  complained  bitterly  that  he  never  got 
any  thing  at  her  reunions  but  biscuits  and  weak 
raspberry  vinegar — yet,  by  her  exquisite  tact 
and  cultivated  grace,  which  is  often  better  than 
talent  in  a  woman,  succeeded  in  gathering 
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around  her  once  a  week  all  the  notable  people 
in  Paris.  As  Lady  de  Bougainville  stood  in 
the  midst  of  the  assemblage,  with  Cesar  at  her 
side,  I  could  imagine  that  mother  and  son  were 
a  good  sight  to  behold,  both  by  one  another 
and  by  the  brilliant  throng  around  them. 

"  Still,  we  ought  to  go  home,"  she  whispered 
to  him,  more  than  once,  even  while  giving  her- 
self up,  half  Frenchwoman  as  she  was,  to  the 
enjoyment  of  the  minute,  allowing  herself  to 
rest,  gay  and  at  ease,  on  the  summit  of  one  of 
those  sunshiny  waves  which  are  forever  rising 
and  falling  in  most  human  lives.  "I  should 
like  to  return  even  sooner  than  we  promised, 
in  case  papa  might  be  a  little  dull.  He  told 
me  that  he  was  to  be  quite  alone  at  home  to- 
night." 

"Indeed!"  said  Ce'sar,  dryly.  "I  thought 
I  overheard  him  giving  orders  about  a  little 
supper  that  was  to  be  prepared  for  some  vis- 
itor he  expected.  But,"  added  the  lad,  with 
meaning,  "papa  often — forgets." 

"  Ce'sar !"  said  Lady  de  Bougainville,  sharp- 
ly ;  and  then,  almost  with  a  kind  of  entreaty, 
"Do  not  be  hard  upon  your  father." 

The  mother  and  son  came  home  at  once, 
though  it  was  half  an  hour  before  they  were  ex- 
pected and,  apparently,  wanted.  For  there, 
sitting  opposite  to  Sir  Edward,  playing  domi- 
nos with  him,  and  amusing  him  till  he  burst 
into  shouts  of  laughter,  which  Avere  faintly 
echoed  by  Adrienne — Avho  hung  about  the  tAvo, 
looking  as  happy  and  deliglited  as  she  had  used 
to  do  of  evenings  at  Wren's  Nest — Avas  the  ob- 
ject of  Josephine's  long  dislike  and  dread — Mr. 
Summerhayes. 

There  are  Avomen,  justifiably  the  aversion  of 
their  husbands'  male  friends,  rigidly  righteous, 
and  putting  virtue  forAvard  in  such  an  obnox- 
ious manner  that  vice  seems  less  unpleasant  by 
comparison.  These  I  do  not  uphold.  But  I 
do  uphold  a  Avcman  AA'ho  dares  to  call  Avicked- 
ness  by  its  right  name,  and  shut  her  door  upon 
it,  hoAvcA-er  charming  it  may  be  ;  Avho,  like  Da- 
vid, "hates  all  evil-doers,"  and  Avill  not  let 
them  "continue  in  her  sight."  Poor  King  Da- 
vid— a  sinner  too !  But  if  he  sinned,  he  also 
repented.  And,  had  he  repented,  I  doubt  not 
Lady  de  Bougainville  Avould  have  been  the  first 
to  hold  out  a  kindly  hand  even  to  Mr.  Summer- 
hayes. 

As  it  Avas,  she  made  no  pretense  of  the  sort. 
She  stood — her  hand  unextended,  her  eyes  fixed 
on  her  husband's  guest  Avith  a  grave  astonish- 
ment. So  unmistakable  was  her  manner,  so 
strong  her  determination,  that  Summerhayes 
made  no  attem])t  to  counteract  either,  but  say- 
ing, "I  perceive  I  am  intruding  here,"  boAved 
and  departed. 

His  fiiend  never  attempted  to  detain  him, 
but  burst  into  bitter  complaint  Avhen  he  Avas 
gone. 

"Josephine,  hoAv  can  you  be  so  unkind,  so 
rude?  You  have  driven  away  the  only  friend 
I  have — the  only  fellow  Avhose  company  is  amus- 
ing to  me,  or  Avhom  I  care  to  see  in  all  Paris." 
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"  Have  you  seen  him  often  ?" 

"Why,  yes — no;  not  so  very  often.  And 
only  at  Galignani's.  I  never  brought  him  here 
before  to-night." 

"Then,  I  entreat  you,  do  not  bring  him 
again.  You  know  what  he  is,  and  what  I  think 
of  him.  Into  this  house,  and  among  my  young 
sons  and  daughters,  that  man  shall  never  come. 
Another  time,  when  I  happen  to  be  absent,  will 
you  remember  that,  Edward?" 

She  spoke  strongly — more  strongly,  perhaps, 
than  she  should  have  spoken  to  their  father  in 
her  children's  presence ;  but  it  was  necessary. 
Indecision  might  have  been  fatal.  They  were 
too  old  to  be  left  in  the  dark  as  to  their  asso- 
ciates. 

No  one  answered  her.  Cesar,  who  had  look- 
ed as  vexed  as  she,  took  up  a  book  and  walked 
away  to  bed ;  but  Adrienne  followed  her  mo- 
ther to  her  room,  greatly  agitated. 

"Indeed,  mamma,  I  had  no  idea  Mr,  Sum- 
merhayes  was  coming  till  he  came.  And  I  was 
so  pleased  to  see  him.  I  did  not  know  you  dis- 
liked him  so  much." 

That  was  true,  for  she  had  said  as  little  about 
him  as  possible  to  her  young  daughter ;  his  de- 
linquencies were  of  a  kind  not  easy  to  open  up 
to  a  girl,  and  of  a  man  known  to  the  family  as 
their  father's  friend.  Even  now  she  hardly 
knew  how  to  explain  with  safety  the  motives  of 
her  conduct. 

"  I  do  dislike  him,  Adrienne,  and  I  have  just 
cause,  as  I  will  tell  you  by-and-by,  if  necessary. 
At  present  let  us  put  the  matter  aside.  Mr. 
Summerhayes  is  not  likely  to  come  here  again  ; 
papa  says  he  shall  not  invite  him." 

But  she  knew  none  the  less  that  she  would 
have  to  take  all  imaginable  precautions  against 
the  thing  she  dreaded — against  the  father,  who 
was  no  sort  of  guard  over  his  own  children — 
who,  when  he  liked  or  wished  a  thing,  would 
stoop  to  any  underhand  means  of  accomplishing 
it.  For,  as  she  afterward  discovered,  her  husband 
had  all  along  kept  up  a  desultory  correspond- 
ence Avith  Mr.  Summerhayes,  whom,  though 
not  actually  supplying  with  money — Sir  Edward 
since  his  accession  to  wealth  having  grown  ex- 
tremely parsimonious — he  had  allowed  to  make 
use  of  him  in  various  ways  which  flattered  his 
vanity  and  his  love  of  patronizing ;  and  at  last 
in  one  way  which,  when  Josephine  found  it  out, 
she  opened  her  eyes  in  horrified  astonishment. 

"  He  marry  Adrienne  ?"  And  when  Sir  Ed- 
ward one  day  showed  her,  rather  hesitatingly, 
a  letter  making  formally  that  request,  she  tore 
it  up  in  a  fit  of  unrestrainable  passion.  "  How 
dare  he  !    Of  course  you  refused  him  at  once  ?" 

"I — I  did  not  quite  like  to  do  that.  He  is 
acquainted  with  all  my  affairs.  Oh,  Josephine, 
pray — pray  be  careful."  • 

The  old  story!  The  strong,  wicked  man 
knowing  his  power  over  the  weak  one,  and  using 
it.  At  a  glance  Lady  de  Bougainville  saw  the 
whole  thing. 

"Coward!"  she  was  near  saying,  and  then 
her  sudden  blind  fury  died  down :  it  was  dan- 


gerous. She  needed  to  keep  her  eyes  open,  her 
mind  calm,  and  all  her  wits  about  her.  In  a 
new  and  utterly  unexpected  form  the  old  mis- 
ery had  risen  up  again.  Once  more  she  had  to 
protect  her  children,  not  only  from  Mr.  Sum- 
merhayes, but  from  their  own  father. 

"And  when  did  you  receive  this  letter,  Ed- 
ward ?"  she  asked,  not  passionately  now,  and 
he  was  blunt  to  any  thing  else. 

"  A  week  ago.  But  I  was  afraid  you  might 
not  approve  :  Adrienne  is  so  young." 

"  Adrienne  will  have  money.  She  would  be 
a  very  convenient  wife  for  Mr.  Summerhayes." 

"  And  Summerhayes  has  talent,  and  is  of 
good  family,  and  he  has  sown  his  wild  oats,  he 
tells  me,  long  ago.  He  might  suit  her  very 
well.  You  had  better  let  him  take  her.  It  is 
not  every  one  who  would  marry  poor  Adrienne. 
And  all  women  ought  to  be  married,  you  know." 

"Ought  they?" 

"Come,  come,  I  am  glad  to  see  you  so  rea- 
sonable. Who  shall  answer  the  letter,  you  or 
I?" 

"I  will." 

"  And  you'll  give  the  man  a  chance  ?  You'll 
not  make  an  enemy  of  him?" 

"  Has  he  ever  spoken  to  the  child  ?  But  no 
— Adrienne  would  have  told  me — she  always 
tells  her  mother  every  thing."  And  the  com- 
fort which  always  came  with  the  thought  of  her 
children  soothed  the  mother's  half-maddened 
spirit.  "If  he  has  held  his  tongue,  I — I  will 
forgive  him.  But  he  must  never  see  my  daugh- 
ter's face  again." 

And  to  this  effect  she  wrote,  her  husband 
looking  over  her  shoulder  the  Avhile. 

"  Don't  oflend  him,  please  don't  offend  him," 
was  all  Sir  Edward  said.  When  his  wife  look- 
ed as  she  looked  now,  ho  was  so  utterly  cowed 
that  he  never  risked  any  open  opposition. 

Whether  to  tell  Adrienne  what  had  happen- 
ed, and  how  her  parents,  knowing  what  Mr. 
Summerhayes  was,  had  decided  for  her  at  once, 
and  so  put  her  on  her  guard  against  him,  or 
else  by  complete  silence  avoid  the  risk  of  awak- 
ening in  the  impressible  heart  of  seventeen  a 
tender  interest  for  a  possibly  ill-used  and  mere- 
ly unfortunate  man :  this  was  the  question 
which  the  mother  argued  within  herself  twenty 
times  a  day.  At  length  she  left  it  for  circum- 
stances to  decide,  and  simply  kept  watch — in- 
cessant watch. 

Mr.  Summerhayes  played  his  cards  Avell.  He 
did  not  attempt  to  come  to  the  house  again  ;  he 
made  no  open  demonstrations  of  any  kind,  but 
he  followed  Adrienne  at  a  distance  with  that 
silent,  sedulous  worship  which  even  so  innocent 
a  creature  could  hardly  help  perceiving.  By 
using  the  name  and  influence  of  Sir  Edward, 
he  got  the  entree  into  several  houses  where  the 
De  Bougainvilles  visited,  and  there,  though  he 
never  addressed  her,  he  watched  Adrienne 
ceaselessly,  with  his  melancholy,  poetical  eyes. 
True,  he  was  forty,  and  she  seventeen ;  but 
these  ages  are  sometimes  mutually  attractive, 
and  as  a  child  she  had  been  very  fond  of  Mr. 
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Summerhayes.  Often,  her  mother  recollected, 
he  had  taken  her  on  his  knee  and  called  her  his 
little  wife.  Many  a  true  word  is  spoken  in  jest. 
Now  that  the  years  had  dwindled  down  between 
them — leaving  him  still  attractive,  still  youth- 
ful-looking— for  people  with  neither  hearts  nor 
consciences  are  sometimes  ver}^  slow  in  growing 
old— did  Adrienne  remember  all  this  ? 

She  was  so  quiet,  so  exceedingly  quiet,  that 
her  mother  had  no  means  of  guessing  at  her 
feelings.  Since  she  learned  that  he  was  dis- 
liked, Adrienne  had  never  uttered  Mr.  Sum- 
merhayes's  name.  When  they  met  him  in  so- 
ciety, they  passed  him  with  a  mere  bow  of 
recognition,  for  Lady  dc  Bougainville  did  not 
wish  to  go  proclaiming  him  as  a  black  sheep  to 
everybody,  and  desired,  above  all,  to  avoid  every 
appearance  of  injustice  or  malice  toward  him  : 
only  she  guarded  with  ceaseless  care  her  own 
lamb  from  every  advance  of  the  smiling  wolf. 
Who  gradually  conducted  himself  so  little  like 
a  wolf,  and  so  like  an  ordinary  man  of  society, 
that  her  fears  died  down,  and  she  began  to 
hope  that  after  all  they  had  been  exaggerated. 

Until  one  day,  when  the  climax  came. 

The  man  must  have  been  mad  or  blind  — 
blind  with  self-esteem,  or  maddened  by  the 
desperation  of  his  circumstances,  before  he  did 
such  a  thing  ;  but  one  Sunday  morning  he  sent 
to  Miss  de  Bougainville  a  bouquet  and  a  letter. 
Not  an  actual  offer  of  marriage,  but  something 
so  very  near  it,  that  the  simplest  maiden  of 
seventeen  could  be  under  no  mistake  as  to 
what  he  meant.  Only,  like  many  a  man  of  the 
world,  he  a  little  overshot  his  mark  by  calcu- 
lating too  much  upon  this  simplicity  ;  for  Adri- 
enne, trembling,  confused,  hardly  knowing 
what  she  did,  but  yet  impelled  by  her  tender 
conscience  and  her  habit  of  pjerfect  candor, 
came  at  once  and  put  the  letter  in  her  mother's 
hands. 

Lady  de  Bougainville  read  it  through  twice 
before  she  spoke.  It  was  a  clever  letter,  very 
clever;  one  of  those  which  Mr.  Summerhayes 
was  particularly  apt  at  writing.  It  put  forward 
his  devotion  in  the  most  humble,  the  most  dis- 
interested light ;  it  claimed  for  his  love  the 
paternal  sanction ;  and,  in  the  only  thing 
wherein  he  transgressed  the  bounds  of  decorum, 
namely  in  asking  her  to  meet  him  in  the  quiet 
galleries  of  the  Louvre,  that  Sunday  forenoon 
- — he  put  himself  under  the  shelter  of  her  fjither, 
who  had  promised  him,  he  said,  to  bring  her 
there. 

Twice,  as  I  said,  in  wrath  that  was  utterly 
dumb,  Josephine  read  this  letter,  and  then, 
looking  up,  she  caught  sight  of  Adrienne's 
burning  face,  agitated  by  a  new  and  altogether 
incomprehensible  emotion. 

"  My  child,"  she  cried ;  "  oh,  my  poor  child !" 

To  say  that  she  would  rather  have  seen 
Adrienne  in  her  grave  than  married  to  Mr. 
Summerhayes,  is  a  form  of  phrase  which  many 
foolish  parents  have  used  and  lived  to  repent 
of.  Lady  de  Bougainville  was  too  wise  to  use 
it  at  all,  or  to  neutralize  by  any  extravagance 


I  of  expression  a  truth  which  seemed  to  her  clear 
as  daylight — would  be  clear  even  to  the  poor 
child  herself,  if  only  it  were  put  before  her. 

"Adrienne,"  she  said,  soiTowfully,  "lam 
glad  you  showed  me  this  letter.  It  is,  as  you 
may  see,  equivalent  to  an  offer  of  marriage, 
which  you  will  refuse  like  the  rest,  I  hope. 
You  do  really  care  for  Mr.  Summerhayes  ?" 

Adrienne  hung  her  head.  "  I  have  known 
him  all  my  life  ;  and — he  likes  me  so." 

"But  he  is  a  bad  man;  a  worse  man  than 
you  know  or  have  any  idea  of." 

"  He  has  been ;  but  he  tells  me,  you  see, 
that  I  should  make  him  better." 

The  old  delusion!    Unfortunate  child! 

Adrienne's  mother  had  now  no  alternative. 
Terrible  as  it  was  to  open  her  young  daughter's 
eyes,  the  thing  must  be  done.  Better  a  sharp 
pain  and  over;  better  any  present  anguish 
than  years  of  life-long  misery. 

For,  even  granting  there  Avas  one  grain  of 
truth  under  the  man's  false  words,  Josephine 
scouted  altogether  the  theory  of  doing  evil  that 
good  may  come.  In  the  goodness  of  a  man 
who  is  only  kept  good  by  means  of  a  gratified 
passion,  she  altogether  disbelieved.  Strong  as 
the  love  of  woman  is  to  guide  an  erring  man, 
to  settle  and  control  a  vacillating  one,  over  a 
thoroughly  vicious  one  it  has  almost  no  effect, 
or  an  effect  so  passing  that  the  light  flickers 
into  only  blacker  night.  And  here  —  could 
there  be  an^-  light  at  all  ? 

It  was  a  case — almost  the  only  one  possible 
— in  which  the  mother  has  a  right  to  stand  be- 
tween her  child  and  ruin :  to  prevent  her  mar- 
rying a  deliberate  villain. 

"  Come  to  me,  my  darling,"  said  she,  tender- 
ly ;  and  drawing  Adrienne  to  her  lap,  and 
sheltering  her  there  almost  as  in  the  days  when, 
long  after  babyhood,  she  would  come  and  "  cud- 
dle up"  to  her  mother  like  a  baby — Lady  de 
Bougainville  explained,  without  any  reserve, 
as  from  perfectly  reliable  sources  she  herself 
had  learned  it,  Avhat  sort  of  life  Mr.  Summer- 
hayes had  led  :  dissolute,  unprincipled,  selfish, 
mean — only  saved  from  the  condign  punish- 
ment tliat  overtakes  smaller  scoundrels  by  the 
exceeding  charm  which  still  lingered  about  him, 
and  Avould  linger  to  the  last ;  a  handsome  per- 
son, a  brilHant  intellect,  and  a  frank  fascina- 
tion of  manner,  which  made  the  very  people  he 
was  swindling  and  cheating  ready  to  be  cheated 
over  again  for  the  mere  pleasure  of  his  society. 

Such  men  exist — we  all  have  known  them ; 
and  those  people  who  possess  no  very  keen 
moral  sense  often  keep  up  acquaintance  with 
them  for  years ;  in  an  easy  surface  way  which, 
they  say,  does  no  harm.  But  when  it  comes 
to  nearer  ties — marriage,  for  instance  I — Mr. 
Summerhayes  had  once  a  mother,  who  was 
heard  to  say.  "If  Owen  ever  marries  a  wife, 
God  help  her!" 

"And,"  said  Lady  de  Bougainville  to  her- 
self, "God  and  her  mother  shall  save  my  poor 
child  from  ever  being  his  wife,  if  possible." 

Still  she  was  very  just.    She  allowed,  can- 


406 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


didly,  that  only  till  Adrienne  was  twenty- 
one  did  her  authority  extend.  "After  that, 
my  daughter,  you  may  marry  any  one  you 
please — even  Mr.  Sunimerhayes.  But  until 
then  I  will  prevent  you,  even  as  I  would  pre- 
vent you  from  falling  into  the  fire  blindfold  if  I 
knew  it.  Do  you  understand  ?  Have  I  wound- 
ed you  very  sore,  my  darling  ?" 

Adrienne  made  no  reply.  She  lay  back 
with  her  head  on  Lady  de  Bougainville's  shoul- 
der, her  face  hidde.n  from  her.  She  neither 
sobbed  nor  wept,  and  offered  not  a  single  re- 
monstrance or  denial.  At  last,  alarmed  by  her 
silence,  Josephine  lifted  up  the  poor  white  face. 
It  was  blank  :  she  had  quietly  fiiinted. 

Lovers'  agonies  are  sharp,  and  parents'  cru- 
elties many ;  but  I  think  something  might  be 
said  on  the  other  side.  And,  as  any  thing  suf- 
fered for  another  is,  in  one  sense,  ten  times 
harder  than  any  thing  one  suffers  for  one's  self, 
it  seems  to  me  that  the  keenest  of  lovers'  pain, 
the  hottest  of  lovers'  indignation,  could  hardly 
be  worse  than  the  mingled  grief  and  anger  of 
that  poor  mother,  as  she  clasped  her  broken 
lily  to  her  breast,  and  hated,  with  a  hatred  as 
passionate  as  it  was  righteous,  the  man  who 
had  brought  such  misery  upon  her  little  Adri- 
enne. 

As  for  Adrienne's  father —  But  it  was  use- 
less to  go  to  him,  to  ask  him  questions,  or  ex- 
act from  him  any  promises.  Nothing  he  said 
or  did  could  be  in  the  smallest  degree  relied 
upon.  She  must  take  the  matter  into  her  own 
hands,  and  without  delay. 

It  was  Sunday  morning,  and  the  streets  were 
lying  in  that  temporary  quiescence,  when  re- 
ligious Paris  is  gone  to  High  Mass  and  irre- 
ligious Paris  idling  away  its  hours  in  early 
deshabille^  previous  to  blossoming  out  in  bour- 
geois splendor  and  gayety.  The  Louvre  would 
be,  as  Mr.  Summerhayes  had  probably  calcu- 
lated, nearly  empty  ;  an  excellent  trysting-place 
for  lovers,  or  for  mortal  foes — for  her  enemy, 
from  first  to  last,  this  Owen  Summerhayes  had 
been.  That  he  hated  her  too,  Josephine  had 
little  doubt ;  for  she  knew  only  too  much  of  his 
career.  But  face  him  she  would  at  once,  be- 
fore he  could  do  her  any  more  harm. 

Leaving  Adrienne  in  Bridget's  charge  — 
Bridget,  who  was  only  too  quick  to  detect  how 
matters  stood,  and  might  be  trusted  without 
one  word  too  many — Lady  de  Bougainville,  at 
the  appointed  hour,  went  to  meet  her  dajugh- 
ter's  lover. 

Sir  Edward  was  not  with  him  ;  but  Mr. 
Summerhayes  had  already  come,  and  Avas  pac- 
ing up  and  down  the  empty  salon,  inspecting 
the  pictures  more  with  the  cool  eye  of  a  con- 
noisseur than  the  reckless  impatience  of  an  ex- 
pectant lover.  In  a  moment,  the  quick  woman- 
ly eye  detected  this  fact,  and  in  the  indignant 
womanly  heart  the  last  drop  of  pity  or  sympa- 
thy was  dried  up  for  Mr.  Summerhayes. 

At  sound  of  footsteps  he  turned  round,  with 
a  well-prepared  and  charming  smile,  and  per- 
ceived Lady  de  Bougainville.    It  could  not 


have  been  a  pleasant  meeting  to  him,  man  of 
the  world  as  he  was,  and  accustomed,  no  doubt, 
to  a  good  many  unpleasant  things  ;  but  ex- 
ternally it  was  civil  enough.  He  bowed,  she 
bowed,  and  then  they  stood  fiicing  one  an- 
other. 

Tliey  were  nearly  of  an  age,  and  they  had 
personally  almost  equal  advantages.  Mentally, 
too;  except  that  probably  the  man  had  more 
brain  than  the  woman.  Lady  de  Bougainville 
possessing  good  common-sense  and  general  re- 
finement rather  than  intellect.  In  courage 
they  were  both  on  a  par,  and  they  knew  it. 
The  long  warfare  that  had  been  waged  between 
them,  a  sort  of  permanent  fight  over  that  poor 
weak  soul,  who  was  scarcely  worth  fighting  for, 
had  taught  them  their  mutual  strength  and 
their  mutual  antipathy.  Now  the  final  contest 
was  at  hand. 

"  This  is  an  unexpected  pleasure.  Lady  de 
Bougainville ;  I  had  no  idea  of  meeting  you 
here." 

"No,  you  intended  to  meet  my  daughter; 
but  instead,  I  thought  I  would  come  myself. 
There  is  nothing  you  can  have  to  say  to  her 
which  you  can  not  equally  well  say  to  her 
mother." 

"Not  exactly,"  returned  Mr.  Summerhayes. 
"  To  be  plain  with  you,  as  I  see  you  mean  to 
be  with  me,  my  dear  lady,  you  dislike  me,  and 
— I  hope  ycur  daughter  does  not." 

The  smile  on  his  lips  made  Josephine  furious. 
As  I  have  often  said,  she  was  not  naturally  a 
mild-tempered  woman.  It  often  cost  her  a 
great  effort  to  restrain  herself,  as  now. 

"May  I  ask,  Mr.  Summerhayes,  what  grounds 
you  have  for  supposing  that  Miss  de  Bougain- 
ville does  not  dislike  you,  or  has  the  smallest 
feeling  for  you  which  could  warrant  your  ad- 
dressing to  her  such  a  letter  as  you  sent  her 
this  morning  ?" 

"  You  intercepted  it,  then?" 

"No,  she  gave  it  to  me.  She  brought  it  to 
me  at  once,  as  she  will  bring  every  letter  you 
may  choose  to  send  her.  My  daughter  and  I 
have  always  been  on  terms  of  entire  confi- 
dence." 

"  Oh,  indeed !  A  most  happy  state  of 
things!" 

Nevertheless  Mr.  Summerhayes  looked  a  lit- 
tle disconcerted.  Apparently  his  experience 
of  women  had  been  of  a  different  nature,  and 
had  not  extended  to  these  bread-and-butter 
Misses,  whose  extraordinary  candor  and  trust 
in  their  mothers  produce  such  inconvenient  re- 
sults. But  he  was  not  easily  nonplused ;  and 
in  the  present  instance  his  necessities  were  des- 
perate, and  admitted  of  no  means  being  left 
untried  to  attain  his  end.  He  advanced  toward 
his  advers'ary  with  a  frank  and  pleasant  air. 

"Mrs.  Scanlon  —  I  beg  pardon.  Lady  de 
Bougainville,  but  we  can  not  readily  forget,  nor 
do  I  wish  to  forget,  old  times — you  do  not  like 
me,  I  know,  but  you  might  at  least  be  just  to 
me.  You  must  perceive  that  I  love  your 
daughter." 


A  BRAVE  LADY. 
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"Love!"  she  echoed,  contemptuously. 

"Well,  I  wish  to  marry  her — let  us  put  it 
so,  without  discussing  the  rest.  She  was  fond 
of  me  as  a  child,  and  I  dare  say  she  would  be 
now.  The  difference  of  age  between  us  is  not  so 
enormous.   By-the-by,  is  it  that  you  object  to  ?" 

"No." 

"Then  what  is  it?  My  family?  It  is  as 
good  as  her  own.  My  fortune  ?  That  is  small, 
certainly  ;  but  she  is  not  poor.  Myself  person- 
ally ?  Well,  such  as  I  am  you  have  known  me 
these  fifteen  years,  and  whether  you  approve 
of  me  or  not,  your  husband  does.  Let  me  re- 
mind you,  Lady  de  Bougainville,  that  it  is  the 
father,  not  the  mother,  who  disposes  of  a  daugh- 
ter's hand." 

He  was  very  cunning,  this  clever  man;  he 
knew  exactly  where  to  plant  his  arrows  and 
lay  his  pitfalls ;  but  for  once  a  straightforward 
woman  was  more  than  a  match  for  him. 

"  Adrienne  can  not  legally  marry  without  her 
father's  consent ;  but  morally  even  his  consent 
would  not  satisfy  her  without  mine.  And  mine 
I  never  will  give.    You  could  not  expect  it." 

"Why  not?  It  is  an  odd  thing  for  a  gen- 
tleman to  have  to  ask,  but  no  one  likes  to  be 


condemned  unheard.  May  I  inquire,  Lady  de 
Bougainville,  why  I  am  so  very  objectionable 
as  a  son-in-law  ?" 

His  daring  was  greater  than  she  had  antici- 
pated, but  somehow  it  only  roused  her  own. 
The  hackneyed  simile  of  the  lioness  about  to 
be  robbed  of  her  whelps  was  not  inappropriate 
to  Josephine's  state  of  mind  now.  Every  nerve 
was  quivering,  every  feature  tense  with  excite- 
ment. Her  very  fingers  tingled  with  a  fran- 
tic desire  to  seize  the  man  by  the  throat  and 
shake  the  life  out  of  him. 

Despite  his  critical  position,  Mr.  Summer- 
hayes  must  have  found  her  sufficiently  interest- 
ing as  an  artistic  study  to  note  down  and  re- 
member; for,  the  year  afterward,  he  exhibited 
in  the  Royal  Academy  a  "  Slaughter  of  the  In- 
nocents," in  which  the  face  of  the  half-mad 
mother  was  not  unlike  Lady  de  Bougainville. 

This  cold,  critical  eye  of  his  brought  her  to 
her  senses  at  once. 

"  I  will  not  have  you  for  my  son-in-law," 
she  said,  in  a  slow,  measured  tone,  "  for  a  good 
many  reasons,  none  of  which  you  will  much 
like  to  hear.  But  you  shall  hear  them  if  you 
choose." 
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"Proceed;  I  am  listening." 

"First,  you  do  not  love  my  child  ;  it  is  her 
money  only  you  want.  She  is  plain  and  not 
clever,  not  attractive  in  any  way,  only  good ; 
how  could  a  man  like  you  be  supposed  to  love 
her?    It  is  a  thing  incredible." 

"Granted.  Then  take  the  other  supposi- 
tion, that  I  wish  to  marry  her  because  she  loves 
me." 

"If  she  were  so  unfortunate  as  to  do  so, 
still  she  had  better  die  than  marry  you.  I 
say  this  deliberately,  knowing  what  you  are, 
and  you  know  that  I  know  it  too." 

"I  am  neither  better  nor  worse  than  my 
neighbors,"  said  he,  carelessly.  "But  come, 
pray  inform  me  as  to  my  own  character.  It 
may  be  useful  information  in  case  I  should 
ever  have  the  honor  to  call  you  mother-in- 
law." 

Josephine  went  close  up  to  his  ear,  almost 
whispering  her  words ;  nevertheless,  she  said 
them  distinct  and  sharp  as  sword-cuts  —  the 
righteous  sword  which  few  women,  and  fewer 
men,  ever  dare  to  use.  Perhaps  the  world 
would  be  better  and  purer  if  they  did  dare. 

"You  are  a  thief,  because  you  cheat  poor 
tradesmen  by  obtaining  luxuries  you  can  not 
pay  for;  a  swindler,  because  you  borrow  mon- 
ey from  your  friends  on  false  pretenses,  and 
never  return  it ;  a  liar,  because  you  twist  the 
truth  in  any  way  to  obtain  your  ends.  These 
are  social  offenses.  As  for  your  moral  ones" — 
Josephine  stopped,  and  blushed  all  over  her 
matron  face  of  forty  years — but  still  slie  went 
on  unshrinking.  "  Do  you  think  I  have  not 
heard  of  poor  Betsy  Dale  at  the  farm,  and  of 
Mrs.  Hewson,  your  landlord's  wife  ?  And  yet 
you  dare  to  enter  my  doors  and  ask  for  your 
wife  my  innocent  daughter !  Shame  upon  you 
— seducer — adulterer !" 

Bold  man  as  he  was,  Mr.  Summerhayes  did 
look  ashamed  for  a  minute  or  so,  but  quickly 
recovered  himself. 

"  This  is  strong  language,  somewhat  unex- 
pected from  the  lips  of  a  lady ;  but  I  suppose 
necessary  to  be  endured.  In  such  a  position 
what  can  a  poor  man  do  ?  I  must  let  you  have 
your  own  way — as  I  noticed  in  old  times  you 
generally  had,  Lady  de  Bougainville.  Poor 
Sir  Edward!" 

The  sneer,  which  she  bore  in  silence,  did  not, 
however,  prove  sufficient  safety-valve  for  his 
suppressed  wrath,  which  was  certainly  not  un- 
natural. He  turned  upon  her  in  scarcely  con- 
cealed fierceness. 

"Still,  may  I  ask,  madam,  what  right  you 
have  thus  to  preach  to  me  ?  Are  you  yourself 
so  sublime  in  virtue,  so  superior  to  all  human 
weaknesses,  that  you  can  atiord  to  condemn 
the  rest  of  the  world  ?" 

His  words  smote  Josephine  with  a  sudden 
humility,  for  she  felt  she  had  spoken  strongly 
— more  so,  perhaps,  than  a  woman  ought  to 
speak.  Besides,  she  had  grown  much  hum- 
bler in  many  ways  than  she  used  to  be. 

"  God  knows,"  she  said,  "  I  am  but  too  well 


aware  of  my  short-comings.  But  whatever  I 
may  be  does  not  affect  what  you  are.  Nor 
does  it  alter  the  abstract  right  and  wrong  of 
the  case,  and  no  pity  for  you — I  have  been  sor- 
ry for  you  sometimes — can  blind  my  eyes  to  it. 
I  must  'preach,'  as  you  call  it;  I  must  testify 
against  the  wickedness  of  men  like  you  so  long 
as  I  am  aliv^." 

"Then  you  will  be  a — a  rather  courageous 
personage.  In  fact,  a  lady  more  instructive 
than  agreeable.  But  let  us  come  to  the  point," 
added  he,  casting  off  the  faint  gloss  of  polite- 
ness in  which  he  had  veiled  his  manner,  and 
turning  upon  her  a  countenance  which  showed 
him  a  man  fierce,  unscrupulous,  dangerous — 
controlled  by  nothing  except  the  two  grand  re- 
straints of  self-interest  and  fear.  "Lady  de 
Bougainville,  you  know  me  and  I  know  you. 
I  also  know  your  husband — perhaps  a  little  too 
well;  or  he  may  have  cause  to  think  so.  It 
is  convenient  for  me  to  become  his  son-in-law, 
and  to  him  to  have  me  as  such  ;  for,  in  the  ten- 
der relations  which  would  then  exist  between 
us,  I  should  hold  my  tongue.  Otherwise  I 
shall  not  feel  myself  bound  to  do  so.  There- 
fore, you  and  I,  I  think,  had  better  be  friends 
than  enemies." 

It  was  possibly  an  empty  threat — his  last 
weapon  in  a  losing  fight.  But  in  her  uncer- 
tainty of  the  extent  of  his  relations  with  her 
husband,  in  her  total  insecurity  as  to  facts, 
Josephine  felt  startled  for  a  moment.  Only  for 
a  moment.  If  ever  a  woman  lived  in  whom  no 
compromise  with  evil  was  possible,  it  was  Jo- 
sephine de  Bougainville.  Sir  Edward  used  to 
say,  in  old  jocidar  days,  that  if  his  wife  were  to 
meet  the  devil  in  person  she  might  scorn  him, 
or  pity  him,  but  she  would  certainly  never  be 
afraid  of  him.  No  more  than  she  was  now 
afraid  of  Mr.  Summerhayes. 

"You  think  to  frighten  me,"  she  said,  stead- 
ily ;  "  but  that  is  quite  useless.  I  have  already 
suffered  as  much  as  I  can  suffer.  Do  as  you 
will — and  I  dare  you  to  do  it.  I  believe  that 
even  in  this  world  the  right  is  always  the  stron- 
gest. You  shall  not  marry  my  daughter !  She 
has  been  taught  to  love  the  right  and  hate  the 
wrong.  She  will  never  love  you.  If  you  urge 
her,  or  annoy  her  in  any  way,  I  will  set  the 
police  after  you." 

"  You  dare  not." 

"There  is  nothing  I  dare  not  do  if  it  is  to 
save  my  child." 

"  And  I  suppose,  to  save  your  child,  you  will 
go  blackening  me  all  over  the  world,  crying  out 
from  the  housetops  what  a  villain  is  Owen  Sum- 
merhayes." 

"No,  that  is  not  my  affair.  I  do  not  attack 
you  ;  I  only  resist  you.  If  I  saw  a  tiger  roam- 
ing about  the  forest,  I  should  not  interfere  with 
it ;  it  may  live  its  life,  as  tigers  do.  But  if  I 
saw  it  about  to  spring  upon  my  child,  or  any 
other  woman's  child,  I  would  take  my  pistol 
and  shoot  it  dead." 

"As  I  verily  believe  you  would  shoot  me," 
muttered  Owen  Summerhayes. 
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He  looked  at  her — she  looked  at  him.  It 
was  in  trnth  a  battle  hand  to  hand.  Whether 
any  relic  of  conscience  made  the  man  fearful, 
as  an  altogether  clean  conscience  made  the 
woman  brave,  I  can  not  tell ;  but  Mr.  Summer- 
hayes  was  silent.  The}'  stood  just  under  one 
of  those  heavenly  Madonnas  of  some  old  mas- 
ter— I  know  not  which ;  but  they  arc  all  heav- 
enly. Is  it  not  always  a  bit  of  heaven  upon 
earth,  the  sight  of  a  mother  and  child?  Per- 
haps, vile  as  he  was,  Summerhayes  remem- 
bered his  mother;  or  some  first  love  whom  in 
his  pure,  early  days  he  might  have  made  the 
happy  mother  of  his  lawful  child  ;  possibly  the 
angel  which,  they  say,  never  quite  leaves  the 
wickedest  heart  stirred  in  his — for  he  said  re- 
spectfully, nay,  almost  humbly,  "Lady  de  Bou- 
gainville, what  do  you  wish  me  to  do?" 

She  never  hesitated  a  moment.  Pity  for 
him  was  ruin  to  the  rest. 

"I  wish  you  to  quit  Paris  immediately,  and 
never  attempt  to  see  my  daughter  more." 

"  And  if  I  dissent  from  this — " 

Josephine  paused,  weighing  well  her  words — 
she  had  learned  to  be  very  prudent  now.  "  I 
make  no  threats,"  she  said ;  "  I  shall  not  speak, 
but  act.  My  daughter  is  not  yet  eighteen ; 
until  twenty-one  she  is  in  my  power.  I  shall 
watch  her  night  and  day.  Any  letter  you  write 
I  shall  intercept ;  but  there  is  no  need  of  that, 
she  will  give  it  to  me  at  once.  If  you  attempt 
an  interview  with  her,  I  shall  give  you  into  tlie 
hands  of  the  police.  Besides  this,  no  moral 
persuasion,  no  maternal  influence,  that  I  am 
jjossessed  of,  shall  be  spared  to  show  you  to  her 
in  your  true  colors,  till  she  hates  you — no,  not 
you,  but  your  sins — as  I  do  now." 

"You  can  hate,  then?"  And  this  clever 
man  for  a  moment  seemed  to  forget  himself 
and  his  injuries  in  watching  her;  just  as  a  cu- 
rious intellectual  study,  no  more. 

"Yes,  I  can  hate  ;  Christian  as  I  am,  or  am 
trying  to  be.    God  can  hate  too." 

He  laughed  out  loud.  "I  do  not  believe  in 
a  God — do  you?  In  your  husband's  God,  for 
instance,  who,  as  Burns  neatly  informs  Him, 

"'Sends  ane  to  heaven  and  ten  to  hell, 
A'  for  Thy  glory, 
And  no  for  onie  guid  or  ill, 

They've  done  afore  Thee.' " 

Josephine  answered  the  profanity  of  the  man  ; 
by  dead  silence.  The  great- struggle  of  her  in- 
ward life  now,  the  effort  to  tear  from  Heaven's 
truth  its  swaddling-clothes  of  human  lies,  was 
too  sacred  to  be  laid  bare  in  the  smallest  de- 
gree before  Owen  Summerhayes. 

"  We  have  drifted  away  from  our  subject  of 
conversation,"  she  said,  at  last ;  "  indeed  it  has 
almost  come  to  an  end.  You  know  my  inten- 
tions— and  me." 

"  I  believe  I  have  that  honor ;  more  honor 
than  pleasure,"  he  answered,  with  a  satirical 
bow. 

"You  ought  also  to  know,  though  I  name 
it  as  a  secondary  fact,  that  it  is  upon  me, 
and  me  alone,  that  my  children  are  depend-  i 
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ent;  that  I  have  power  to  make  a  will,  and 
leave,  or  not  leave,  as  I  choose,  every  half-pen- 
ny of  my  fortune." 

"Indeed,"  said  Mr.  Summerhayes,  a  little 
startled. 

Lady  de  Bougainville  smiled.  "After  this, 
in  bidding  you  adieu,  I  have  not  the  slightest 
fear  but  that  our  farewell  will  be  a  permanent 
one." 

He  bowed  again,  rather  absently,  and  then 
his  eyes,  wandering  round  the  room,  lighted  on 
two  ladies  watching  him. 

"Excuse  me,  but  I  see  a  friend;  I  have  so 
many  friends  in  Paris.  Really  it  is  quite  Vem- 
harras  de  richesse.  May  I  take  my  leave  of 
you.  Lady  de  Bougainville  ?" 

Thus  they  parted  ;  so  hastily  that  she  hardly 
believed  he  was  gone,  till  she  saw  him  walking 
round  the  next  salon  pointing  out  pictures  to 
the  two  French  ladies,  one  of  whom,  it  was 
evident,  admired  the  handsome  Englishman 
extremely.  As  I  question  not,  Mr.  Summer- 
hayes found  many  persons,  both  men  and  wo- 
men, to  admire  him  to  the  end  of  his  days. 

But  that  is  neither  here  nor  there.  I  have 
nothing  to  do  Avith  him,  his  course  of  life,  or 
the  circumstances  of  his  latter  end.  Person- 
ally, he  crossed  no  more,  either  for  good  or  ill, 
the  path  of  Lady  de  Bougainville. 

When  she  had  parted  from  him,  she  turned 
to  walk  homeward  down  the  long  cool  gal- 
leries, now  gradually  filling  with  their  usual 
Sunday  stream  of  Parisian  bourgeoisie,  chatter- 
ing merrily  with  one  another,  or  occasionally 
stopping  to  stare  with  ignorant  but  well-pleased 
eyes  at  the  Murillos,  Titians,  Raffaelles,  which 
cover  these  Louvre  walls.  Josephine  let  it 
pass  her  by — the  cheerful  crowd,  taking  its  in- 
nocent pleasure,  "  though,"  as  some  one  said 
of  a  lark  singing — "though  it  was  Sunday." 
Then,  creeping  toward  the  darkest  and  quietest 
seat  she  could  find,  she  sank  there  utterly  ex- 
hausted. Her  strength  had  suddenlv  collapsed, 
but  it  was  no  matter.  The  battle  was  done — 
and  won. 


MARY  RUSSELL  MITFORD  * 

MARY  RUSSELL  MITFORD,  whose  name 
has  been  pleasantly  recalled  to  our  re- 
membrance by  the  publication  of  her  charming 
letters,  was  well  known  to  American  readers  of 
thirty  years  ago  as  the  author  of  several  popu- 
lar dramas  and  a  series  of  delightful  sketches 
called  "Our  Village."  Her  dramas  have  failed, 
however,  to  keep  possession  of  the  stage,  and 
the  sensational  fiction  of  the  day  has  crowded 
her  sketches  into  the  back-ground.  Most  Amer- 
ican readers  of  this  generation  are  probably  un- 
aware even  of  the  existence  of  this  charming 
book,  or  at  any  rate  regard  it,  as  most  readers 
regard  the  Spectator,  as  a  classic,  to  be  men- 


*  The  Life  of  Mary  RiimcJl  Mif/onJ,  fold  Ivj  herself  in 
Letters  tf>  Iter  Friciuls,  vnth  Anecdotes  avd  Sketches  of 
her  tvost  celebrated  Conteviporrtriefi.    Edited  by  Rev. 
i  A.  G,  L'EsTUAMGE.    New  York:  Harper  and  BrotherB. 
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tioned  always  with  becoming  admiration,  but 
rarely  taken  down  from  the  library  shelves. 
Yet  there  is  not  a  more  enjoyable  book  of 
the  kind  in  the  English  language  than  "  Our 
Village  and  readers  whose  taste  is  not  wholly 
vitiated  by  the  sensational  element  in  the  fic- 
tion of  the  time  will  always  linger  with  delight 
over  its  pages.  It  is  a  book  that  Washington 
Irving  might  h.ave  been  justly  proud  to  claim 
as  his  own  ;  nay,  it  is  doubtful  whether  any 
work  of  his  exhibits  a  finer  insight  into  char- 
acter, more  exquisite  appreciation  of  humor, 
more  touching  pathos,  or  a  more  delicate  per- 
ception of  the  beautiful  in  nature.  The  same 
traits  appear  in  the  familiar  letters  in  which  she 
tells  the  story  of  her  life.  Like  Charles  Lamb, 
Miss  Mitford  wrote  letters  for  her  friends  alone, 
and  the  idea  of  their  publication  seems  never 
to  have  entered  her  mind.  Her  correspondence 
has  the  sprightly  ease  and  freedom  of  familiar 
conversation,  and  is  at  the  same  time  singular- 
ly free  from  egotism,  as  well  as  from  that  affect- 
ed modesty  which  so  often  serves  as  its  disguise. 
Forgetfulness  of  self  was,  indeed,  the  crowning 
trait  of  her  character.  Her  whole  life,  from 
earliest  womanhood  to  the  grave,  was  one  of 
rare  self-sacrifice  and  affectionate  devotion. 
Deprived  of  home  and  fortune  by  the  extrav- 
agance of  her  father,  she  bravely  set  herself, 
at  the  age  of  twenty,  to  the  task  of  supplymg, 
by  the  labor  of  her  pen,  the  means  of  support 
which  he  had  squandered  at  the  gambling-ta- 
ble; and  for  nearly  half  a  century  she  fulfilled 
this  self-imposed  duty  with  patient  and  cheer- 
ful courage.  She  never  married.  It  does  not 
appear  that  she  was  ever  in  love,  or  that  any 
one  was  ever  in  love  with  her ;  but  she  won  to 
herself  many  true  and  warm  friends,  in  the 
course  of  her  long  life,  in  every  grade  of  so- 
ciety ;  and  when  she  was  at  last  borne  to  her 
quiet  resting-place  in  the  little  shaded  church- 
yard at  Swallowfield,  her  sincerest  mourners 
were  the  simple  country  folk  among  whom 
she  had  lived,  and  who  knew  her  less  as  a 
literary  celebrity  than  as  a  true-hearted  wo- 
man. 

She  was  an  only  child.  Her  mother,  heiress 
to  a  considerable  fortune,  was  married  rather 
late  in  life  to  Dr.  Mitford,  a  man  ten  years  her 
junior,  of  handsome  person  and  engaging  man- 
ners, but  of  extravagant  habits,  and  strongly  ad- 
dicted to  the  vice  of  gambling.  It  was  the  for- 
tune rather  than  the  personal  charms  of  Miss 
Russell  that  attracted  him,  though  she  was  well 
educated  and  accomplished,  and  was  happy  in 
the  possession  of  those  qualities  that  inspire 
warm  friendship  and  esteem.  Reposing  entire 
confidence  in  her  husband,  she  refused  to  have 
her  fortune  settled  on  herself,  and  placed  it  in 
his  hands  without  reserve.  The  first  years  of 
their  married  life  were  very  happy.  They  set- 
tled in  a  pleasant  home  in  Alresford  ;  and  here, 
on  the  IGth  of  December,  1787,  was  born  their 
only  child,  Mary  Russell  Mitford.  The  little 
girl,  at  a  very  early  age,  evinced  great  precoc- 
ity of  intellect.    At  three  years  old  she  was 


able  to  read ;  and  her  father,  she  says,  in  her 
"Recollections  of  a  Literary  Life,"  "proud  of 
her  one  accomplishment,  would  often  perch  her 
on  the  breakfast-table  to  exhibit  it  to  his  ad- 
miring guests,  who  admired  her  all  the  more  be- 
cause she  was  a  puny  child,  a])pearing  younger 
than  she  was,  and  gifted  with  an  aflluence  of 
curls  which  made  her  look  as  if  she  were  twin- 
sister  to  her  own  great  doll."  The  passages  by 
which  her  proficiency  was  tested  on  these  occa- 
sions were  from  the  Whig  newspapers  of  the 
day,  her  father  being  an  active  Whig  politician 
and  as  these  must  naturally  have  been  weari- 
some to  the  child,  her  mother  would  gratify  her, 
when  the  exhibition  Avas  over,  by  reciting  "  The 
Children  in  the  Wood." 

From  this  simple  ballad  she  proceeded  to  an 
acquaintance  with  the  other  contents  of  "Per- 
cy's Reliques."  The  stories  of  these  old  bal- 
lads, by  which  her  taste  for  poetry  was  so  early 
awakened  and  fostered,  took  such  a  strong  pos- 
session of  her  infant  mind,  that  before  she  could 
read  them  herself  she  coaxed  her  indulgent  fa- 
ther into  placing  the  volumes  in  the  hands  of 
her  nurse,  that  they  might  be  read  to  her  when- 
ever she  wished.  "The  breakfast-room,"  writes 
Miss  Mitford,  "where  I  first  possessed  myself 
of  my  beloved  balhids,  was  a  lofty  and  spacious 
apartment,  literally  lined  with  books,  which, 
with  its  Turkey  carpet,  its  glowing  fire,  its 
sofas,  and  its  easy-chairs,  seemed,  what  indeed 
it  was,  a  very  nest  of  English  comfort.  The 
Avindows  opened  on  a  large  old-fashioned  gar- 
den, full  of  old-fashioned  flowers,  stocks,  honey- 
suckles, and  pinks." 

The  existence  of  this  happy  home  was  of 
short  duration.  With  the  exception  of  about 
£3500  in  the  funds,  which  sum  was  fortunately 
placed  beyond  his  reach  in  the  hands  of  trust- 
ees. Dr.  Mitford  had  the  absolute  control  of  his 
wife's  fortune ;  and  so  loose  and  careless  was 
his  management  of  it,  and  so  recklessly  extrav- 
agant were  his  own  habits,  that  within  eight  or 
nine  years  of  their  marriage  he  had  to  sell  his 
furniture  and  library  and  remove  from  Aires- 
ford,  with  her  property  irretrievably  involved. 
He  removed  to  London  with  his  wife  and  child, 
and  had  to  seek  a  refuge  from  his  creditors 
within  the  rules  of  the  King's  Bench.  This 
was  in  179G,  when  the  little  daughter  was  about 
eight  years  old. 

From  this  sad  -  impoverishment  the  family 
were  delivered  by  a  prize  in  the  lottery.  The 
circumstances  under  which  the  lucky  ticket  was 
purchased  were  curious.  The  Doctor  took  his 
little  girl  to  the  lottery-office  to  choose  the  num- 
ber, and  a  quantity  of  tickets  were  laid  down 
on  the  counter  for  her  selection.  She  at  once 
fixed  upon  the  number  2224.  There  were  dif- 
ficulties in  the  way  of  the  Doctor's  possessing 
himself  of  that  ticket.  It  was  one  that  had 
been  divided  into  shares,  all  of  which  had  not 
been  taken  by  the  same  office ;  and  he  wished 
to  procure  a  whole  ticket.  As  the  child  could 
not  be  persuaded  to  relinquish  her  first  choice, 
her  father,  superstitious,  as  every  gambler  ap- 
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pears  to  be,  let  her  have  her  own  way.    The  re-  j 
maining  shares  were  bought  up  at  the  other  offices  j 
at  a  considerable  advance  in  price.   On  the  draw-  j 
ing  of  the  lottery,  the  Doctor  found  himself  the  I 
happy  possessor  of  a  fortune  of  £20,000.  In 
the  joyous  expansion  of  his  heart,  he  told  his 
friends  that  he  should  settle  the  sum  thus  won 
upon  his  daughter.   But  if  any  such  settlement 
was  ever  made,  it  could  not  have  been  of  a  very 
binding  description  ;  for  in  the  course  of  a  very 
few  years  the  money  had  passed  into  his  hands 
again,  and  had  followed  the  squandered  fortune 
of  the  wife. 

On  the  re-establishment  of  his  fortunes  the 
Doctor  settled  himself  at  Reading,  where  he 
lived  in  fine  style,  with  his  ]jhaeton,  his  span- 
iels, and  his  greyliounds,  and  enjoying  his  good 
fortune  with  all  his  wonted  hilarity  of  spirit, 
])rodigality  of  expense,  and  utter  want  of  con- 
sideration for  the  future.  The  daughter  was 
placed  at  a  young  ladies'  school  in  London, 
kept  by  M.  St.  Quintin,  a  well-born,  well-edu- 
cated French  emigrant,  of  whom,  in  her  "  Lit- 
erary Recollections,"  Miss  Mitford  gives  an 
interesting  account.*  She  was  then  in  her 
eleventh  year.  In  person  she  was  short  for  her 
age,  and  so  fat  that  she  might  have  been  called 
dumpy.  Her  fiice,  of  which  the  expression  was 
kind,  gentle,  and  intelligent,  ought  to  have  been 
handsome,  for  the  features  were  all  separately 
good  and  like  her  father's,  but  from  some  almost 
imperceptible  disproportion,  and  the  total  dif- 
ference in  color,  the  beauty  had  disappeared. 
But,  although  very  plain  in  figure  and  in  face, 
she  was  never  common-looking.  She  showed, 
in  her  countenance  and  in  her  mild  self-posses- 
sion, that  she  was  no  ordinary  child  ;  and  with 
her  sweet  smile,  her  gentle  temper,  her  anima- 
ted conversation,  her  keen  enjoyment  of  life, 
and  her  incomparable  voice,  there  were  few  of 
the  prettiest  children  of  her  age  who  Avon  so 
much  love  and  admiration  from  their  friends, 
whether  young  or  old,  as  little  Mary  Mitford. 
And  except,  indeed,  that  her  hair  became  white 
at  an  early  age,  few  persons,  in  passing  through 
so  many  vicissitudes  of  life,  ever  altered  s;o  lit- 
tle, either  in  character  or  appearance.  With 
characteristic  good  -  nature,  she  was  always 
laughing  at  herself.  In  a  letter  to  Sir  William 
Elford,  written  in  the  spring  of  IS  14-,  she  says : 

"  I  must  not  forget  to  prepare  you  for  the  deplora- 
ble increase  of  my  beautiful  person.  My  dear  friend, 
it  is  really  terrible.   Papa  talks  of  taking  down  the 


*  "He  knew  many  emigrants  of  the  highest  rank, 
and  indeed  of  all  ranks ;  and  being  a  lively,  kind- 
hearted  man,  with  a  liberal  hand  and  social  temper, 
it  was  his  delight  to  assemble  as  many  as  he  could  of 
his  poor  countrymen  around  his  hospitable  supper- 
table.  These  suppers  took  place  on  Saturdays,  and 
were  followed  by  tric-trac  and  reverse.  Something 
wonderful  and  admirable  it  Avas  to  see  how  the  dukes 
and  duchesses,  marshals  and  mai'quises,  chevaliers 
and  bishops,  bore  up  under  their  unparalleled  re- 
verses. How  they  laughed  and  talked,  and  squabbled 
and  flirted,  constant  to  their  high  heels,  their  rouge, 
and  their  furbelows— to  their  old  liaisons,  their  pol- 
ished sarcasms,  and  their  cherished  rivalries." — Recol- 
lections of  a  Literary  Life. 
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1  doors,  and  widening  the  chairs,  and  new-hanging  the 
I  five-barred  gates,  and  plagues  me  so  that  any  one  but 
I  myself  would  get  thin  with  fretting.   But  1  can't  fret ; 
j  I  only  laugh,  and  that  makes  it  worse.  I  beg  you  will 
I  get  a  recipe  for  diminishing  people,  and  I  will  follow 
it ;  provided  always  it  be  not  to  get  up  early,  or  to 
ride  on  horseback,  or  to  dance  all  night,  or  to  drink 
vinegar,  or  to  cry,  or  to  be  'iady-like  and  melan- 
choly,' or  not  to  eat  or  laugh  or  sit  or  do  what  I  like  ; 
because  all  these  prescriptions  have  already  been  de- 
livered by  divers  old  women  of  both  sexes,  and  con- 
stantly rejected  by  their  contumacious  patient." 

Miss  Mitford  passed  five  years  at  M.  St.  Quin- 
tin's  school,  and  during  that  period  maintained 
a  constant  correspondence  with  her  parents. 
The  most  perfect  frankness  marks  the  letters 
on  both  sides.  The  daughter  freely  gives  her 
opinions  of  th*e  persons  she  meets  and  the  books 
she  reads ;  relates  the  little  events  that  are 
happening  to  herself  or  her  companions,  Avith 
the  full  assurance  that  Avhatever  interests  her 
Avill  interest  her  correspondents  ;  and  she  asks 
for  any  thing  she  Avants  Avith  the  perfect  con- 
viction that  it  Avill  immediately  be  sent  her. 
The  parents'  letters  are  replete  Avith  village 
gossip,  Avith  tales  of  the  Doctor's  Avhist  club 
and  coursing  arrangements,  or  of  Mrs.  Mitford's 
visitings  abroad  and  parties  at  home. 

While  the  daughter  Avas  still  at  school  Dr. 
Mitford  purchased  a  small  estate,  consisting  of 
an  old  mansion  and  scA^enty  or  eighty  acres, 
situated  at  Grasely,  about  three  miles  from 
Reading.  The  house,  Avhich  had  been  built  as 
a  country  gentleman's  residence,  in  the  time 
of  Elizabeth  or  James  the  First,  had  been  al- 
lowed to  fall  out  of  repair,  and  for  some  time 
had  been  tenanted  by  agricultural  laborers. 
The  interior  arrangements  Avere  less  convenient 
than  modern  refinement  has  inclined  us  to  re- 
quire ;  but  there  Avas  a  romantic  character 
about  the  old  place,  for  the  loss  of  Avhich  no 
amount  of  modern  accommodation  could  com- 
pensate. There  Avas  the  splendid  old  sitting- 
room,  Avith  its  large  sunny  oriel  windoAV,  and 
its  Avails  Avainscoted  in  small  carved  panels. 
Then  there  Avas  a  large  oaken  staircase,  with  a 
massive  balustrade  and  broad  low  steps,  such 
as  are  safe  and  easy  to  childhood  and  old  age. 
Then  there  Avere  expansive  fire-places,  Avith 
highly  architectural  chimney-pieces  adorned 
Avith  old-fashioned  busts  and  coats  of  arms. 
Above  all,  there  were  tAvo  secret  rooms,  in 
Avhich  priests  and  cavaliers  had  been  knoAvn  to 
hide,  and  which  could  be  Avell  secured  by  in- 
Avard  fastenings ;  the  one  in  a  garret,  where  a 
triangular  compartment  of  the  Avail  pushed  in 
and  gave  entrance  to  a  chamber  in  the  roof ; 
the  other,  Avhich  Avas  discovered  only  on  taking 
down  the  house,  Avhere  the  entire  ceiling  of  a 
large,  light  closet  could  be  raised,  and  access 
obtained  to  a  place  of  concealment  capable  of 
containing  six  or  seven  fugitives.  That  house 
should  never  have  been  torn  doAvn ;  but  Dr. 
Mitford,  extravagant,  and  ambitious  of  mak- 
ing a  show,  determined  to  have  a  modern  resi- 
dence, and  so  the  destruction  of  the  old  build- 
ing Avas  decreed.  It  Avas  ])ullcd  down  at  great 
expense,  and  "Bertram  House''  (so  named  to 
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intimate  that  its  owner  was  a  scion  of  the 
Mitfords  of  Bertram  Castle)  was  erected  in  its 
stead.  The  new  house  was  an  ordinary  edi- 
fice, more  convenient  than  the  one  it  super- 
seded, but  with  none  of  the  romantic  character 
that  belonged  to  the  latter. 

Miss  Mitford  left  school  toward  the  close  of 
1802,  and  returned  home.  The  correspond- 
ence with  her  parents  came  to  a  natural  con- 
clusion ;  and  only  one  letter,  dated  in  the  be- 
ginning of  180G,  exists  to  indicate  the  course 
of  her  life.  From  this  letter  we  learn  that 
Bertram  House  was  finished  ;  that  the  family 
were  established  in  it;  that  they  were  daily 
complimented  on  all  that  they  had  done  and 
intended  doing,  by  a  host  of  visitors  ;  and  that 
Dr.  Mitford,  having  completed  his  residence 
according  to  his  own  plans  and  to  his  own  sat- 
isfaction, had  already  begun  the  practice  of 
absenting  himself  from  home,  and  inventing 
excuses  for  frequent  and  long-continued  visits 
to  London. 

In  the  autumn  of  that  year  Miss  Mitford  and 
her  father  made  a  prolonged  tour  to  Northum- 
berland, the  incidents  of  which  are  narrated 
with  great  vivacity  in  letters  to  her  mother. 
The  period  in  which  this  tour  was  made — the 
first  decade  of  the  present  century — must  have 
been  the  most  prosperous  and  happy  of  her  life. 
Of  the  afiluence  at  Alresford,  which  her  father 
attained  on  his  marriage  with  her  mother,  and 
so  quickly  squandered,  her  recollection  must 
have  been  very  faint  indeed ;  and  from  the 
break-up  of  that  establishment  till  the  prize  in 
the  lottery  resuscitated  the  Doctor's  fortunes, 
her  ideas  of  domestic  comfort  must  have  been 
of  a  most  limited  description.  But  with  the 
acquisition  of  the  twenty  thousand  pounds  ev- 
ery thing  around  her  brightened.  Her  father 
at  once  returned  to  his  former  habits  of  extrav- 
agance. Whatever  w^as  desired  was  immedi- 
ately obtained,  regardless  of  expense.  The 
domestic  arrangements  at  Bertram  House  were 
on  a  par  with  those  of  their  wealthier  neigh- 
bors. The  servants  were  numerous.  A  fasb- 
ionable  London  upholsterer  furnished  the  house. 
A  fair  collection  of  pictures — among  them  a 
charming  Gainsborough  and  a  portrait  of  the 
Doctor  by  Opie — adorned  the  walls.  The  hos- 
pitality of  the  house  was  profuse  and  indiscrim- 
inating,  and  the  family  had  gained  social  posi- 
tion through  the  Doctor's  appointment,  by  the 
Whigs,  to  be  one  of  the  county  magistrates. 

But  this  prosperity  was  of  an  unsubstantial 
kind.  It  was  wasting  away  through  the  Doc- 
tor's extravagance  and  his  ill  luck  at  the  gam- 
bling-table. His  habits  of  play  drew  him  fre- 
quently from  home  for  long  consecutive  periods. 
He  seems  to  have  ascribed  his  bad  fortune  to 
unfairness  and  cheating  on  the  part  of  his  asso- 
ciates ;  and  that  his  wife  and  daughter  shared 
his  suspicions,  is  evident  from  their  affectionate 
letters  to  him.  At  a  time  when  almost  every 
gentleman  was  accustomed  to  frequent  gambling 
clubs,  the  practice  was  not  generally  regarded 
as  immoral ;  and  neither  Mrs.  Mitford  nor  the 


daughter  appears  to  disapprove  of  the  Doctor's 
course.  Writing  to  him  in  February,  1807, 
Miss  Mitford  expresses  a  fear  that  he  has  "to 
deal  with  a  slippery  gentleman;"  and  advises 
him  to  stick  to  Graham's,  where,  she  says,  "if 
you  have  not  an  equal  advantage,  you  have,  at 
least,  no  trouble,  and  know  your  society."  Four 
years  later  some  unexplained  extravagance  of 
his  reduced  the  family  to  great  distress  for  want 
of  money.  In  January,  1811,  Mrs.  Mitford 
writes  to  her  husband  for  a  little  supply  of  cash, 
to  settle  with  servants  to  be  dismissed,  and 
adds:  "As  to  the  cause  of  our  present  difli- 
culties,  it  avails  not  how  they  originated.  The 
only  question  is,  how  they  can  be  most  speedily 
and  effectually  put  an  end  to.  I  ask  for  no 
details  which  you  do  not  voluntarily  choose  to 
make.  A  forced  confidence  my  whole  soul 
would  revolt  at ;  and  the  pain  it  would  give  you 
to  offer  it  would  be  far  short  of  what  I  should 
suffer  in  receiving  it." 

By  the  sale  of  his  pictures,  library,  and  some 
other  property,  the  Doctor  contrived  to  raise 
money  enough  to  satisfy  his  creditors  for  the 
present.  But  he  never  learned  the  lesson  of 
economy.  His  expenditures  still  outran  his 
means,  and  the  family  were  often  greatly 
straitened  for  the  money  required  to  keep  up 
the  household. 

Until  the  commencement  of  their  pecuniary 
difficulties,  Miss  Mitford  had  not  seriously  en- 
tertained the  idea  of  devoting  herself  to  author- 
ship as  a  profession.  She  had  early  evinced  a 
decided  taste  for  poetry,  and  great  aptitude  for 
easy  versification  ;  and  in  1810,  being  then  twen- 
ty-three years  old,  she  ventured  npon  the  dan- 
gerous experiment  of  publication.  Her  first 
volume,  entitled  "  Miscellaneous  Poems,"  con- 
sisted principally  of  short  fugitive  pieces  writ- 
ten at  an  earlier  period.  Some  of  them  were 
in  honor  of  her  father's  friends,  while  others  re- 
corded her  own  pursuits  and  predilections  in 
the  season  of  childhood.  The  little  volume 
was  favorably  received  by  the  reviews,  ex- 
cepting the  Quarterly^  then  edited  by  Gifford, 
which  contained  a  severe  and  slashing  criticism 
on  it,  written  by  Rev.  John  Mitford,  himself  an 
unsuccessful  aspirant  for  a  poet's  fame,  and  con- 
sequently a  bitter  critic. 

The  year  following  she  ventured  upon  a 
more  ambitious  attempt,  and  published  "Chris- 
tina, or  the  Maid  of  the  South  Seas,"  a  long  nar- 
rative poem  founded  on  the  romantic  incidents 
which  followed  the  mutiny  of  the  ship  Bounty^ 
and  which  had  been  accidentally  brought  to 
light  by  Captain  Folger's  visit  to  Pitcairn  Isl- 
and in  1808.  "Christina"  became  a  very 
popular  poem.  It  was  immediately  repub- 
lished in  this  country,  and  went  through  sev- 
eral editions.  It  was  soon  followed  by  "  Blanch 
of  Castile,"  another  long  narrative  poem,  in 
which,  as  in  "Christina,"  Miss  Mitford  took 
the  poems  of  Sir  Walter  Scott  as  her  model. 

From  this  time  until  the  day  of  her  death 
Miss  Mitford's  life  was  one  of  incessant  literary 
activity.    She  wrote  with  great  facility,  and 
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tales,  sketches,  poems,  and  dramas  flowed 
rapidly  from  her  pen.  Her  most  popular 
work,  and  in  many  respects  her  best,  was 
"  Our  Village,"  a  series  of  sketches  of  country 
manners,  scenery,  and  character,  interspersed 
with  some  story,  and  connected  by  unity  of 
locality  and  of  purpose.  It  was  suggested,  the 
author  tells  us,  by  Irving's  "  Sketch  Book,"  and, 
in  turn,  it  paid  this  literary  debt  by  suggesting 
to  Mrs.  S.  C.  Hall  the  idea  of  her  delightful 
"Sketches  of  Irish  Character."  The  first  two 
volumes  were  published  in  1824,  and  met  with 
the  most  gratifying  success.  They  were  fol- 
lowed, at  intervals  of  several  years,  by  three 
others,  the  last  of  which  appeared  in  1832. 
Four  of  her  plays  were  produced  on  the  stage 
with  great  success,  and  one  of  them,  "  Charles 
the  First,"  had  the  honor  of  being  prohibited 
by  the  Licenser,  George  Colman,  who  at  one 
time  exercised  despotic  tyranny  over  the  Lon- 
don theatres.  His  reasons  for  refusing  to  al- 
low this  harmless  play  to  be  produced  afford  a 
curious  insight  into  the  political  prejudices  of 
his  time.  In  answer  to  the  inquiry,  made 
through  a  friend,  whether  the  play  could  not 
be  so  altered  as  to  be  licensable,  he  wrote : 

"As  to  alterations — the  fact  is,  that  the  subject  of 
this  play  and  the  incidents  it  embraces  are  fatal  in 
themselves— they  are  an  inherent  and  iucui-able  dis- 
ease—the moibid  matter  lies  in  the  very  bones  and 
marrow  of  the  historical  facts,  and  defies  eradication. 
Indeed,  it  would  be  a  kind  of  practical  bull  to  permit 
,a  detailed  representation  of  Charles's  unhappy  story 
on  a  public  stage,  when  his  martyrdom  is  still  ob- 
served in  such  solemn  silence  that  the  London  thea- 
tres are  actually  closed,  and  all  dramatic  exhibitions 
whatever  suspended  on  its  anniversary.  I  give  Miss 
Mitford  full  credit  for  the  harmlessness  of  her  inten- 
tions ;  but  mischief  may  be  unconsciously  done,  as  a 
house  may  be  set  on  fire  by  a  little  innocent  in  the 
nursery." 

The  play  was  subsequently  produced  at  the 
Cobnrg  Theatre,  London,  which  was  out  of  Col- 
man's  jurisdiction. 

While  thus  actively  engaged  in  literary  pur- 
suits. Miss  Mitford  found  leisure  for  a  very  ex- 
tensive correspondence  with  familiar  friends, 
and  with  many  of  the  most  eminent  literary 
characters  of  her  time.  Her  epistolary  powers 
were  of  a  very  high  order,  and  her  letters  are 
among  the  most  interesting  compositions  of  the 
kind  in  our  language — light,  easy,  playful  bits 
of  conversational  writing,  in  which  she  seemed 
to  take  relief  from  the  graver  business  of  litera- 
ture and  her  family  troubles.  To  these  she 
rarely  alludes  —  so  rarely,  indeed,  that  the 
casual  reader  of  her  letters  would  suppose  her 
to  have  been  one  of  the  most  light-hearted 
women  in  the  world.  She  never  was  in  love, 
and  never  attracted  a  lover;  but  she  had  that 
happy  combination  of  qualities  that  attaches 
friends  to  one  in  spite  of  poverty,  and  in  spite 
of  the  want  of  personal  beauty.  Among  her 
intimate  friends  were  Haydon,  most  unhappy  of 
artists;  Mrs.  Browning;  Landseer,  who  paint- 
ed the  portrait  of  one  of  her  favorite  dogs  ;  Stan- 
field,  one  of  the  first  of  English  marine  paint- 
ers ;  Landor,  Crabb  Robinson,  Miss  Landor, 
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Lady  Russell,  and  many  other  persons  of  emi- 
nence in  literature  and  art.  Beyond  the  circle 
of  her  immediate  friends,  she  had  an  extensive 
acquaintance  with  people  of  rank  and  fashion. 
To  many  of  these  friends  and  acquaintances 
Miss  Mitford  wrote  constantly.  Her  letters 
are  filled  with  pleasant  chit-chat  about  people 
and  events,  criticisms  on  well-known  authors, 
and  gossip  about  herself,  her  pets,  and  her 
friends.  A  genial  spirit  is  evident  in  every 
page.  There  is  not  an  ill-natured  sentence  in 
the  whole  collection. 

Running  through  these  delightful  pages,  the 
reader's  attention  is  constantly  arrested  by  the 
mention  of  eminent  names  in  connection  with 
some  pleasant  anecdote  or  genial  remark.  One 
of  her  most  intimate  friends  was  the  artist 
Haydon,  for  whom  she  entertained  an  admira- 
tion altogether  disproportioned  to  his  merit; 
but  neither  friendship  nor  admiration  was  able 
to  blind  her  to  his  inordinate  vanity,  of  which 
an  amusing  illustration  is  afforded  in  her  ac- 
count of  one  of  Leigh  Hunt's  literary  festivals. 
Writing  to  Sir  William  Elford,  under  date  of 
November  12,  1819,  she  says : 

"I  must  tell  you  a  little  story  of  Haydon,  at  Avhich 
I  could  not  help  laughing.  Leigh  liunt  (not  the  no- 
torious Mr.  Henry  Hunt,  but  the  fop,  poet,  and  poli- 
ticiau  of  the  Examiner)  is  a  great  keeper  of  birthdays. 
He  was  celebrating  that  of  Haydn,  the  great  com- 
poser—giving  a  dinuer,  crowning  his  bust  with  lau- 
rels, berhyming  the  poor  dead  German,  and  conduct- 
ing an  apotheosis  in  fall  form.  Somebody  told  Mr. 
Haydon  that  they  were  celebrating  his  birthday.  So 
ofi'he  trotted  to  Hampstead  and  bolted  in  to  the  com- 
pany— made  a  very  fine,  animated  speech— thanked 
them  most  sincerely  for  the  honor  they  had  done  him, 
and  the  arts  in  his  person.  But  they  had  made  a  little 
mistake  in  the  day.  His  birthday,  etc.  Now  this 
bonhoviie  is  a  little  ridiculous,  but  a  thousand  times 
preferable  to  the  wicked  wit  of  which  the  poor  artist 
was  the  dupe." 

Poor  Haydon  was  not  only  very  vain,  but  very 
jealous.  Constant  failure  had  soured  his  tem- 
per, and  he  could  never  bear  to  hear  another 
artist  praised.  He  once  painted  a  portrait  of 
Miss  Mitford,  which  was  any  thing  but  flatter- 
ing to  that  lady,  and  thought  himself  ill-used 
because  she  was  not  gratified  with  it.  Some 
time  afterward,  hearing  that  a  better  likeness, 
by  Lucas,  was  to  be  engraved  for  one  of  her 
l)Ooks,  he  had  the  ill-nature  and  bad  manners 
to  threaten  the  ])ublication  of  an  engraving  from 
his  own  portrait  of  her.  But  his  better  feeling 
prevailed,  and  the  offense  was  not  committed. 
Sergeant  Talfourd,  the  genial  biographer  of 
Charles  Lamb,  was  another  of  her  friends  who 
once  suffered  jealousy  to  get  the  better  of  friend- 
ship, because  her  plays  were  received  on  the 
stage  with  more  favor  than  was  accorded  to  his 
own  classical  tragedy ;  and  when  the  amialile 
poetess  reminded  him  that  he  had  been  more 
favorably  noticed  by  the  press  than  she  had 
been,  he  repelled  her  with  the  scornful  remark 
that  she  ''forgot  the  difference  T  He  was  aft- 
erward heartily  ashamed  of  his  ill-nature,  and 
made  amends  "for  it.  It  is  a  singular  circum- 
stance, mentioned  in  connection  with  this  inci- 
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dent  by  Miss  Mitford,  that  the  learned  Judge 
was  unable  to  spell,  miswriting  even  the  most 
simple  words.  A  letter  of  ten  lines  would  com- 
monly contain  twenty  mistakes — not  faults  of 
system  or  of  affectation,  but  of  pure  ignorance, 
and  in  great  variety.  For  instance,  having  oc- 
casion to  write  the  word  hear  three  or  four  times 
in  a  page,  he  would  spell  it  in  one  place  "heer," 
in  another  "here,"  and  in  a  third  "heir." 

In  this  connection  another  anecdote  of  wound- 
ed vanity  will  be  read  with  interest.  Curran, 
Avhose  wit  spared  neither  friend  nor  foe,  was 
once  staying  Avith  Godwin,  the  philosopher  and 
novelist,  at  the  house  of  a  friend  of  Miss  Mit- 
ford. Godwin,  who  liked  to  know  what  people 
said  of  him,  pretended  to  go  to  sleep  after  din- 
ner ;  and  Curran  seized  the  opportunity  to  treat 
his  host  with  a  character  of  Godwin  the  most 
bitter  that  his  wit  and  his  malice  could  invent, 
qualifying  every  phrase  with  "though  he  is  my 
friend."  The  contortions  of  the  philosopher, 
who  dared  not  show  he  was  awake  during  this 
castigation,  and  the  pretended  fear  which  Cur- 
ran showed  of  awakening  him — the  concealed 
anger  of  the  one  when  he  did  venture  to  open 
his  eyes,  and  the  assumed  innocence  of  the  oth- 
er, formed  a  scene  which  no  comedy  ever 
equaled.  The  advocate  of  sincerity,  the  frank 
philosopher  Godwin,  never  forgave  this  exem- 
plification of  his  theory. 

Miss  Mitford's  earlier  letters  contain  frequent 
allusions  to  Lord  Byron,  that,  with  a  just  ap- 
preciation of  his  moral  character,  evince  a  high 
admiration  of  his  genius ;  and,  apropos  to  the 
present  controversy  respecting  his  separation 
from  his  wife,  it  is  interesting  to  know  that  her 
sympathy  was  not  altogether  on  the  side  of  Lady 
Byron.  In  a  letter  to  Sir  William  Elford,  dated 
April  28,  1816,  she  writes: 

"  Are  not  Lord  Byron's  leave-taking  verses  beauti- 
ful ?  I  believe  I  indulged  myself  with  abusing  hin^  to 
you ;  but  ever  since  those  verses  I  have  felt  certain 
relentings  toward  the  luckless  author.  Partly,  I  be- 
lieve, this  effect  may  be  owing  to  some  particles  of 
contrariness  in  my  disposition,  which  have  been  a 
good  deal  excited  by  the  delicate  morality  of  his  ad- 
mirers in  this  neighborhood,  who  excuse  themselves 
to  themselves  for  their  ci-devant  admiration  by  a 
doable  portion  of  rancor  toward  his  lordship  and  pity 
toward  his  wife.  ' Poor  Lady  Byron  I'  'Unfortunate 
victim !'  '  Hapless  sufferer !'  and  so  forth,  are  her 
style  and  titles  at  present.  Now,  without  at  all  at- 
tempting to  vindicate  him  or  accuse  her,  I  can  uot 
help  thinking  this  Immense  quantity  of  sympathy 
rather  more  than  the  case  requires.  Why  did  she 
marry  him?  for,  to  do  the  man  justice,  he  was  no 
hypocrite ;  his  vices  were  public  enough.  Why  did 
she  marry  him  but  to  partake  his  celebrity  and  bask 
in  the  sunshine  of  his  fame?  And  by  what  device  of 
conjugal  flattery  could  that  object  have  been  attained 
so  fully  as  at  present?  She  has  now  the  comfort  of 
being  'interesting'  in  the  eyes  of  all  men,  and  'ex-  i 
emplary'  in  the  mouths  of  all  Avomen ;  and  she  has, 
moreover — and  even  I,  spinster  as  I  am,  can  feel  that 
this  must  be  solid  consolation — she  has,  moreover,  the 
delight  of  hating  her  husband,  to  the  admiration  and 
edification  of  the  whole  world." 

In  a  letter  to  the  same  friend,  written  a  few 
months  after  Lord  Byron's  death,  she  gives  an 
account  of  the  destruction  of  the  poet's  memoirs, 
which,  as  it  is  quite  interesting,  we  give  entire  : 


"One  can  not  help  regretting  the  destruction  of 
Lord  Byron's  Memoirs ;  though,  from  what  the  Ex- 
aminer says  of  his  feelings  (and  on  this  point  the  Ex- 
aminer is,  I  suppose,  good  authority),  it  might  not 
perhaps  have  been  quite  proper  to  publish  them  at 
present  without  great  omissions.  My  friend,  Mrs. 
Franklin,  who  lives  in  an  atmosphere  of  Albemarle 
Street  gossip,  wrote  me  an  account  of  these  Memoirs, 
which  I  will  transcribe  for  you  verbatim:  'On  inspec- 
tion, they  were  found  so  disgraceful  in  every  way  that 
they  could  not  be  published,  either  on  his  account  or 
that  of  his  readers.  A  friend  of  mine,  Avho  was  at 
Naples  when  he  gave  them  to  Moore  (a  w  hole  sackful 
of  detached  papers),  and  who  read  them  in  the  car- 
riage as  they  afterward  traveled  through  Italy  togeth- 
er, told  me  at  the  time  that  if  ever  they  met  the  public 
eye  it  must  be  with  such  changes  and  curtailments  as 
would  almost  destroy  their  authenticity.  No  one 
whom  he  ever  met,  if  but  once  and  in  the  most  casual 
manner,  seems  to  have  escaped  vituperation  in  his 
black  journal ;  and  his  pen  was  always  dipped  in  the 
deepest  gall  when  writing  of  those  who  at  the  moment 
were  his  greatest  intimates— Hobhouse,  for  instance  1' 

"  Now,  if  this  be  at  all  true  (and  Mrs.  Franklin  is  un- 
doubtedly a  person  of  veracity),  it  is  certainly  a  very 
good  reason  for  not  publishing  what  would  give  so 
much  pain  to  many  unoffending  individuals.  But 
there  must  be  parts  that  are  harmless  ;  why  not  pub- 
lish them?  And  why  utterly  destroy  the  last  lelics 
of  so  remarkable  a  man?  But  that  little  man-millln- 
er  of  a  poet  seems  to  me  to  have  a  sort  of  design  of 
turning  good  as  he  grows  old ;  witness  his  attack  on 
Rousseau.  Shall  I  confess  to  you  that,  except  his 
jeux  d'esprit,  which  are  capital,  I  am  no  admirer  of 
that  dandy  song-writer  ?  And — I  am  half  afraid  to  say 
it — but  I  was  no  very  ardent  enthusiast  for  Lord  By- 
ron. I  admit  his  stupendous  powers— his  exquisite 
morceaux;  but  he  was  too  melancholy— too  morbid— 
too  sneering.  He  attacked  Napoleon ;  he  failed  iu 
the  drama,  and  did  not  find  out  that  he  had  fsiiled. 
Aud  the  want  of  purity  !  God  forbid  that  I  should  be 
a  canter  ;  but  the  want  of  purity— the  harm  that  both 
he  aud  Mr.  Moore  have  done  to  the  young  men  and 
women  of  the  day— must  not  be  overlooked,  though  I 
trust  it  is  forgiven.  After  all,  it  is  a  great  light  that 
is  quenched — a  most  powerful  instrument  for  good 
and  for  evil ;  and  the  evil  will  pass  away,  and  the 
good  will  remain.   Peace  to  his  spirit !" 

Miss  Mitford's  connection  with  the  stage 
brought  her  into  pleasant  relations  with  many 
of  the  most  eminent  actors  and  actresses  of  her 
time,  and  her  letters  contain  frequent  allusions 
to  Macready,  the  Kembles,  and  others  of  less 
note.  In  one  of  her  letters  to  Miss  Barrett, 
afterward  Mrs.  Browning,  with  whom  she  main- 
tained a  very  long  and  intimate  correspondence, 
she  relates  the  following  amusing  incident : 

"  It  has  just  occurred  to  me  that  when  a  young  girl, 
some  eleven  years  old  or  less,  I  went  with  my  father 
to  the  pit  of  one  of  the  theatres— Drury  Lane.  I  l)elieve  ; 
yes,  Drury  Lane— to  see  a  tragedy  from  'The  Monk.' 
Kemble  played  the  hero,  and  Mrs.  Siddons  the  heroine. 
She  had  to  go  into  a  dungeon  where  a  frail  nun  had 
produced  an  infant,  or,  rather,  she  had  to  come  out 
of  a  small  door  on  to  the  stage,  with  the  supposed 
baby  in  her  arms.  The  door  was  what  is  technicaUy 
called  'practicable,'  that  is  to  say,  a  real  door,  frame 
and  all,  made  to  open  in  the  scene,  and  to  sustain  the 
illusion  of  a  dungeon  as  well  as  in  that  huge  stage 
such  an  illusion  can  be  sustained — for,  paradoxical  as 
it  sounds,  so  many  are  the  discrepancies,  in  the  pres- 
ent ambitious  state  of  scenery,  that  I  am  quite  con- 
vinced that  in  the  days  of  Shakspeare,  Avhen  all  was 
trusted  to  the  imagination  of  the  spectator,  the  fitting 
state  of  willing  illusion  was  much  more  frequently  ob- 
tained than  now ;  however,  to  make  the  scene  as 
dungeon-like  as  possible,  the  door  was  deeply  arched, 
hollow,  and  low;  and  Mrs.  Siddons,  miscalculating 
the  width,  knocked  the  head  of  the  huge  wax  doll  she 
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carried  so  violently  aj^ainst  the  wooden  frame-work 
that  the  unlucky  tigure  broke  its  neck  with  the  force 
of  the  blow,  and  the  waxen  head  came  rolling  along 
the  front  of  the  stage.  Lear  could  not  have  survived 
such  a  contretemps.  The  theatre  echoed  and  re-echoed 
with  shouts  of  laughter  ;  and  the  tragedy  being  com- 
fortably full  of  bombast,  not  only  that  act,  but  the 
whole  piece,  finished  amidst  peals  of  merriment  unri- 
valed since  the  production  of  '  Tom  Thumb.' " 

She  had  a  great  liking  for  Americans,  among 
wliom  she  numbered  several  of  her  warmest 
friends.  One  of  her  most  delightful  letters  de- 
scribes a  visit  she  received  from  Daniel  Web- 
ster at  her  little  cottage  at  Three-Mile  Cross. 
Cooper's  novels  she  admired  equally  with  those 
of  Scott;  and  she  entertained  very  high  ad- 
miration for  the  genius  of  Longfellow,  Irving, 
Dr.  Channing,  and  Hawthorne.  "Uncle  Tom's 
Cabin"  she  never  liked.  After  reading  about 
a  hundred  pages,  she  wrote  to  a  friend,  she 
found  the  book  so  painful  that  she  put  it  down. 
Of  Margaret  Fuller  and  Count  D'Ossoli  she 
wrote  to  a  friend  : 

"T  think  you  had  been  reading  Margaret  Fuller's 
life — a  strange,  wild  woman,  who  was,  they  say,  in- 
supportable at  Boston,  but  became  better  at  New 
York,  where  she  was  treated  only  as  a  lion ;  better 
still  at  Paris,  where  she  knew  little  French  ;  still 
softer  in  England,  where  she  was  talked  over  by  Car- 
lyle ;  and  really  good  and  interesting  in  Italy,  where 
the  woman  took  completely  the  place  of  the  sybil. 
Some  American  friends  who  were  here  on  Friday 
knew  her  well.  They  were  disgusted  by  her  conceit 
and  arrogance  and  aftectation,  but  spoke  of  her  puri- 
ty, her  strong  sense  of  duty,  and  her  general  powers. 
One  had  read  in  America  that  letter  which  contained 
her  adventures  when  lost  in  Scotland ;  all  had  heard 
of  her  admirable  conduct  in  the  hospitals  at  Rome.  A 
curious  story  was  told  to  them  of  Ossoll  by  the  sculptor 
himself  who  figures  in  it.  Margaret  went  to  an  em- 
inent sculptor,  and  said  that  Ossoli  had  much  time 
and  much  taste  for  his  art;  would  he  admit  him  to 
his  studio?  'Certainly,'  replied  the  artist,  and  ques- 
tioned Ossoli  on  his  vocation.  He  said  if  he  had  any 
taste  or  talent  it  was  for  sculpture ;  and  a  foot  for  a 
model,  with  proper  clay,  was  put  into  his  hands.  A 
fortnight  after  Ossoli  brought  back  the  model  and  his 
copy,  in  which  the  great  toe  was  placed  on  the  wrong 
side  of  the  foot !" 

Miss  Mitford,  like  most  old  maids,  loved 
pet  animals,  and  seems  to  have  found  real  com- 
panionship in  their  society.  Being  of  a  lively 
disposition,  and  much  given  to  strolling  through 
country  lanes,  where  company  of  some  kind  was 
pleasant,  she  always  preferred  dogs  to  the  usual 
feline  attendant  of  old  maids  ;  and  some  of 
her  most  sprightly  letters  are  those  in  which 
she  recounts  her  frolics  with  "Dash"  or  "Mos- 
sy." We  are  tempted  to  copy  the  whole  of  a 
paper  describing  the  death  of  "  Mossy  ;"  but  it 
is  too  long,  and  to  abridge  would  be  to  spoil  it. 
It  was  found,  after  her  own  death,  in  an  envel- 
ope containing  some  of  the  dog's  hair,  and 
sealed  with  black.  Had  she  lost  a  near  friend, 
the  language  of  grief  could  hardly  have  been 
more  pathetic.  "Every  body  loved  him,"  are 
her  words;  "'dear  saint,'  as  I  used  to  call 
him,  and  as  I  do  not  doubt  he  now  is !  No 
human  being  was  ever  so  faithful,  so  gentle,  so 
generous,  and  so  fond.  I  shall  never  love  any 
thing  half  so  well."  She  was  true  to  her  words. 
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Though  many  pets  succeeded  "Mossy"  (who 
died  at  Bertram  House  in  1819),  and  found  her 
a  tender  and  affectionate  mistress,  she  never 
forgot  the  handsome  and  intelligent  greyhound. 

In  the  spring  of  1820  a  great  sorrow  fell 
upon  the  Mitford  family.  The  impoverishment 
into  which  they  had  been  gradually  sinking 
deeper  and  deeper,  through  the  reckless  ex- 
travagance of  Dr.  Mitford,  had  reached  its 
lowest  point,  and  the  last  days  of  March  were 
employed  in  removing  from  the  home  which 
they  had  occupied  for  nearly  twenty  years,  at 
first  in  affluence  and  comfort,  but  latterly  with 
a  severe  economy  and  a  constant  struggle 
against  encroaching  ruin.  Every  visit  of  the 
Doctor  to  London  was  followed  by  some  fresh 
privation  to  his  wife  and  daughter.  One  by 
one  their  luxuries  were  dispensed  with.  The 
servant  out  of  livery  was  dismissed.  There 
ceased  to  be  any  lady's-maid.  The  carriage 
and  horses  were  disposed  of.  The  library  and 
pictures  Avere  sold  at  auction.  At  times  the 
family  were,  in  actual  need  of  food,  as  the 
tradesmen  refused  to  supply  them  with  the 
common  requirements  of  the  household  till  old 
accounts  were  settled.  The  sole  cause  of  this 
distress  was  Dr.  Mitford's  love  of  play  and 
gambling  speculation.  He  was  the  victim  of 
every  plausible  adventurer.  A  sharp  French- 
man tempted  him  to  advance  £5000  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  out  some  marvelous  inven- 
tion for  lighting  and  heating  houses.  Of  course 
the  money  was  lost;  and  much  more  was  sunk 
in  the  attempt  to  recover  some  portion  of  it  by 
suing  the  marquis  in  the  French  courts.  But 
the  main  source  of  the  ruin  was  the  Doctor's 
love  of  play.  Though  an  excellent  whist-player, 
the  chances  were  always  against  him,  and  he 
was  invariably  a  loser.  But  his  wife  and  daugh- 
ter never  lost  faith  in  him.  To  them  he  was 
always  cheated  and  ill-used,  wronged  and  over- 
reached, and  he  never  heard  a  syllable  of 
reju-oach  from  either. 

Compelled  at  length  to  sell  his  house  and 
land,  after  parting  with  his  books  and  pictures, 
he  contrived  to  become  involved  in  a  long 
Chancery  suit,  which  completed  his  ruin  ;  and 
when  he  left  Bertram  House,  in  March,  1820, 
he  must  have  been  all  but  penniless.  Except 
a  field  large  enough  to  save  his  franchise  for 
the  county,  there  remained  of  his  fortune 
nothing  but  the  £3000  in  the  funds,  which  the 
])rudence  of  Mrs.  Mitford's  maternal  grand- 
father had  secured  to  his  daughter's  descend- 
ants, and  of  which  the  trustees,  though  often 
solicited,  would  not  relax  their  hold.  But  the 
interest  of  that  money  was  jiledged  to  his  cred- 
itors, and  unavailable  for  the  expenses  of  the 
family.  Entirely  dependent  for  support  upon 
the  genius  and  industry  of  the  daughter,  they 
removed  to  a  pretty  cottage  at  Thrcc-Mile 
Cross,  where  her  mother  aiul  fitlier  died,  and 
which  continued  to  be  her  home  for  thirty 
years.  In  this  little  cottage  most  of  her  works 
were"  written.  Here,  as  she  passed  through 
the  prime  of  womanhood  to  an  amiable  and  se- 
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rene  old  age,  friends  from  every  class  of  society 
and  from  almost  every  country  gathered  around 
her,  and  made  her  loneliness  less  lonely.  She 
had  a  very  happy  disposition,  and  could  always 
intrench  herself  against  the  intrusions  of  sad 
thoughts  in  the  companionship  of  her  books,  her 
pets,  and  her  friends.  At  Three-Mile  Cross  she 
compiled  her  pleasant  "  Kecollections  of  a  Lit- 
erary Life,"  and  commenced  "Atherton,"  the 
last  literaiy  labor  of  her  long  and  active  life. 

In  the  autumn  of  1850,  the  cottage  at  Three- 
Mile  Cross,  -where  she  had  lived  for  thirty 
years,  having  become  so  dilapidated  that  the 
doors  and  windows  no  longer  kept  out  the  wind 
and  cold,  and  the  rain  came  pelting  through 
the  roof,  she  removed  to  a  snug  little  cottage  at 
Swallowfield,  not  far  from  her  last  home,  where 
her  few  remaining  years  were  tranquilly  passed. 
She  died  on  the  10th  of  January,  1855.  Her 
friend,  Lady  Russell,  had  been  with  her  during 
the  whole  day,  and  at  five  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon saw  her  die  so  peacefully  that  she  hardly 
knew  w'hich  moment  was  her  last.  She  was 
buried  in  the  church-yard  at  Swallowfield,  in  a 
place  which  had  been  selected  by  herself ;  and 
the  spot  is  marked  by  a  simple  granite  cross, 
which  was  erected  to  her  memory  by  a  few  of 
her  oldest  friends. 
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ANNETTE  LANGLEY  was  a  telegraph 
clerk.  Her  occupation  in  life  was  to  sit 
in  an  office  in  one  of  the  great  Atlantic  cities — 
no  matter  which — and  receive  messages  and 
send  them  clicking  and  throbbing  along  the 
wires.  Annette  Avas  an  orphan.  Her  mother, 
a  Frenchwoman  by  birth,  had  been  some  years 
dead  ;  her  father,  a  New  Englander,  she  could 
now  but  dimly  remember.  She  inherited  'the 
neatness  and  vivacity  of  her  mother,  something 
of  the  Yankee  shrewdness  and  perseverance  of 
her  father,  and  the  good  principles  which  w^ere 
common  to  both.  She  had,  too,  something 
Avhich  neither  father  nor  mother  ever  possessed 
— a  certain  gleam  of  the  imaginative,  a  slight 
ray  or  faint  twinkle  of  the  spirit  which,  allied 
with  other  noble  attributes  and  favored  by  aus- 
picious stars,  breaks  some  time  or  other  into 
poetry.  She  was  a  good-looking  girl  enough, 
although  you  would  never  have  gone  into  rap- 
tures about  her  beauty.  She  had  a  broad  clear 
forehead,  gray  expressive  eyes,  and  good  teeth. 
These  gifts,  combined  with  a  pleasing,  unaf- 
fected smile,  made  her  a  girl  worth  looking 
at ;  but  no  more.  If  you  went  into  the  office 
to  send  a  message,  you  would  rather  transact 
the  business  through  the  medium  of  that  girl 
than  through  that  of  a  girl  who  was  ill-favored, 
or  a  girl  who  was  pretty  but  affected,  or  a  girl 
who  was  downright  handsome  but  of  ungenial 
expression.  But  you — assuming  you  to  be  only 
an  average  quality  of  observer — would  proba- 
bly never  think  any  more  of  Annette  when  once 
you  had  left  the  office,  until  some  piece  of  busi- 
ness obliged  you  to  go  there  again,  and  then 


you  would  be  glad  to  see  her,  and  would  dis- 
miss her  from  your  mind  the  moment  you 
emerged  into  the  street. 

Now  the  little  gleam  of  imagination  which 
Annette  possessed  was  a  great  comfort  to  her. 
Through  many  cold  years  it  had  kept  her  warm, 
like  a  fire.  It  burned  always  more  or  less 
cheerily  on  the  hearth-stone  of  her  heart,  and 
it  even  sent  its  pleasant  beams  through  the  win- 
dows of  her  eyes.  Thus,  when  things  looked 
gloomy  with  her  in  the  actual  world,  she  could 
imagine  some  condition  for  herself  or  others 
in  which  brightness  should  prevail ;  she  could 
throw  herself  into  the  lives  and  joys  and  suffer- 
ings of  others,  and  thus  put  away  her  own  pet- 
ty vexations  for  the  hour.  If  she  could  do  no- 
thing else,  she  could  at  least  imagine  herself  a 
heroine — one  of  the  heroines  out  of  the  books 
she  sometimes  read — and  could  think  of  herself 
as  confronting  bravely  uncommon  and  magnifi- 
cent dangers,  enduring  with  sublime  patience 
unparalleled  sufierings.  And  so,  by  dint  of 
imagining  herself  a  heroine,  she  became  in  her 
own  way  somewhat  heroic.  Her  daily  occupa- 
tion not  being  very  animated  or  fascinating,  she 
converted  it,  for  her  own  delight  and  recreation, 
into  a  continual  series  of  stories.  Every  one 
who  came  with  a  message  to  the  office  was  com- 
pelled, quite  unknown  to  himself,  to  tell  her  his 
story — or  at  least  the  story  which  his  face,  his 
expression,  his  voice,  his  message,  and  lier  fan- 
cy all  combined  to  tell  for  him.  If  some  of 
the  utterly  commonplace  people  who  went  in 
with  their  absolutely  uninteresting  and  prosaic 
messages  could  only  have  known  what  striking 
central  figures  of  romantic  story  she  made  out 
of  them  they  Avould  have  been  a  good  deal  sur- 
prised, and  many  of  them,  probably,  would  be 
very  angry.  No  doubt  she  guessed  truly  in 
many  cases,  for  she  was  a  quick,  sharp,  sympa- 
thetic girl ;  and  many  sad  stories  are  hinted 
clearly  enough  even  in  the  briefest  telegram. 
However  that  may  be,  this  mental  weaving  of 
untold  tales  was  a  constant  amusement,  and  at 
last  a  regular  habit  with  Annette ;  and  many 
a  man  and  man}-  (perhaps  not  quite  so  many)  a 
woman  had  her  profound  sympathy,  or  admi- 
ration, or  pity,  or  hatred  who  never  deserved 
any  such  sentiment  on  her  part ;  and  many  had 
it  who  Avell  deserved  it,  and  never  knew  any 
thing  about  her  feeling  toward  them. 

In  the  same  city,  and  very  near  the  office 
where  Annette  clicked  her  wires  and  wove  her 
harmless  fictions,  lived  Dr.  Childers,  a  physi- 
cian, who  was  still  young — ^just  on  the  verge  of 
his  latest  youth  ;  a  man  of  remarkable  talent, 
who  had  more  theories  than  patients,  and  more 
merit  than  success.  Luckily  for  himself,  he 
was  not  wholly  dependent  upon  his  profession 
for  a  living.  He  had  some  little  means  of  his 
own,  and  he  wrote  a  good  deal  in  scientific 
journals  and  reviews — in  such,  at  least,  as  be- 
longed to  the  advanced  and  rather  revolution- 
ary school  of  science.  Dr.  Childers  was  not  a 
believer  in  phrenology,  physiognomy,  or  mes- 
merism— that  is  to  say,  he  did  not  believe  in 
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any  one  of  the  three  as  a  science ;  but  he  was 
quite  prepared  to  admit  that  the  idea  or  prin- 
ciple represented  by  each  had  something  in  it 
more  than  common,  if  your  philosophy  could 
find  it  out ;  and  he  held  that  modern  philoso- 
phy missed  finding  a  good  many  things  out, 
just  because  it  neither  used  its  eyes  nor  its 
sympathies. 

"  Not  one  man  in  ten  thousand,"  the  Doctor 
would  say,  "  is  capable  of  using  his  own  eyes. 
What  he  really  sees  is  lost  upon  him ;  what  he 
is  told,  or  expected,  or  permitted  to  see  is 
reality  for  him.  Not  one  man  in  twenty  thou- 
sand can  take  into  his  sympathies  what  another 
man  feels.  So  we  all  live  in  little  iron  Moni- 
tor-turrets, with  cracked  and  colored  glass  for 
windows  to  see  through.  There  is  hardly  any 
limit  to  the  insight  of  a  fine,  sensitive,  sympa- 
thetic, and  at  the  same  time  scientific  nature, 
which  can  at  once  feel  with  the  feelings  of 
others  and  see  with  the  eyes  of  itself.  I  have 
no  doubt  all  your  sorceries,  witchcrafts,  second- 
sights,  spiritualisms,  mesmerisms,  and  so  on, 
are  to  be  explained  in  this  way.  Some  rarely- 
endowed  man  or  woman  has  the  faculty  of 
opening  and  using  eyes  and  heart  together,  and 
dull  people,  who  can  not  believe  in  any  body 
seeing  naturally  what  they  themselves  can  not 
see,  straightway  invent  supernaturalisms  to  ex- 
plain what  is  only  simple  nature  unspoiled.  I 
do  not  venture  to  say  how  far  one  soul  may 
affect  another  with  a  sense  of  its  nearness  and 
its  power.  I  am  sure  we  could  all  see  farther 
into  the  souls  of  our  neighbors  than  we  do  if 
only  we  tried  to  do  it,  and  tried  in  the  right 
way. " 

I  do  not  know  whether  the  Doctor  had  an- 
ticipated the  "brain-wave"  theory;  but  he 
had  great  faith  in  the  potentiality  of  the  im- 
material to  influence  and  aftect  the  material. 
One  minor  branch  of  this  faith  was  the  convic- 
tion that  you  could  see  thoroughly  into  the 
heart  and  nature  of  any  body,  if  only  you  tried 
sincerely  and  without  egotism.  Dr.  Childers 
was  fond  of  referring  to  the  example  of  the 
man  mentioned  by  Edmund  Burke,  who,  when- 
ever he  desired  to  know  what  was  passing  in 
the  breast  of  another  man,  tried  at  once  to 
frame  his  own  features  into  the  exact  expres- 
sion Avorn  by  that  other  man's,  and  then  noted 
the  influence  produced  on  his  own  mind.  Dr. 
Childers  insisted  that  that  was  true  philosophy. 
To  understand  any  one  else,  he  declared,  you 
must  cease  for  the  time  to  be  yourself.  The 
mirror  is  none  the  wiser  for  the  faces  that  look 
into  it,  because  it  can  never  lay  aside,  even  for  an 
instant,  its  own  mere  individuality  as  a  mirror. 

Thus  Dr.  Childers  went  through  life  observ- 
ing and  theorizing,  and  doing  little.  He  had 
never  got  married,  and  never  had  hitherto  fallen 
in  love.  In  truth,  he'  contemplated  human 
nature,  whether  it  showed  itself  in  this  sex  or  in 
that,  too  much  with  the  eyes  of  an  intellectual 
anatomist  to  be  likely  to  fall  in  love  with  even 
the  softer  and  fairer  subject  of  his  study. 
Tfiere  was  some  sense  in  the  objection  raised 
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to  Mr.  Venus,  in  "  Our  Mutual  Friend,"  by  the 
woman  he  wooed,  when  she  demurred  to  be- 
ing regarded  "in  that  bony  light"  to  which 
his  occupation  as  a  reconstructor  of  skeletons 
naturally  disposed  him..  It  is  not  easy  to  fall 
deeply  in  love  with  one  whom  you  are  always 
regarding  "in  that  bony  light."  It  was  thus, 
intellectually  speaking,  that  Dr.  Childers  for 
the  most  part  regarded  human  nature,  and  he 
had  therefore  come  to  his  present  time  of  life 
as  little  troubled  by  love  for  woman  as  Rosalind 
herself,  for  all  her  doublet  and  hose. 

Dr.  Childers  was  applied  to,  about  the  time 
that  this  story  begins,  to  deliver  a  course  of 
lectures  at  one  of  the  scientific  institutions  of  a 
neighboring  city.  He  had  to  telegraph  a  con- 
ditional answer,  and  he  entered  the  ofiice  where 
Annette  sat  and  worked  and  wove  her  fancies. 
Handing  in  his  message,  he  surveyed  the  girl- 
clerk  quietly  with  his  dark,  thoughtful  eyes, 
which  seemed  to  the  superficial  observer  to  be 
only  looking  into  vacancy.  He  always  looked 
at  every  body.  Annette  looked  at  him.  She 
always  looked  at  every  body. 

Dr.  Childers  was  a  remarkable*  man  in  out- 
ward aspect  as  well  as  in  intellect  and  charac- 
ter. He  had  a  lined  and  seamed  forehead, 
dark  and  deep  with  thought,  and  graven  with 
the  marks  of  constant  observation  and  contem- 
plation. A  school-girl  would  probably  have 
called  him  an  ugly  man  ;  a  woman  of  brains 
would  have  probably  gone  as  far  wrong  the 
other  way,  and  called  him  handsome.  But 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other  could  have  looked 
at  him  without  saying  or  thinking  something 
about  him. 

Annette  at  once  made  him  the  hero  of  a 
romance.  She  saw  something  in  him  sad  and 
noble — something  of  the  Ravenswood,  or  even 
the  Hamlet. 

His  message  was : 

"May  I  venture?    If  so,  I  will  come." 

The  inquiry  merely  meant,  whether  on  com- 
ing he  would  be  free  to  expound  his  own  scien- 
tific convictions  without  fetter  or  limit.  Other- 
wise he  would  not  come.  '  The  person  to  whom 
the  message  was  addressed  would  be  certain  to 
understand  what  it  meant. 

Annette  founded  the  beginning  of  a  love- 
story  on  it  forthwith. 

Her  eyes  wer^  quietly  studying  the  Doctor. 
Without  looking  up, -he  became  aware  of  the 
fact.  Then  he  calmly  looked  up,  and  saw  that 
her  eyes  were  still  busy  with  him.  But  she  did 
not  start,  or  look  down,  or  turn  away  ;  in  fact, 
their  eyes  did  not  meet,  and  Annette  seemed 
wholly  unconscious  of  his  observation, 

"If  that  were  not  a  woman,"  the  Doctor 
said  to  himself,  "I  should  say  that  she  was 
studying  me,  and  on  the  right  principle.  But 
I  don't  suppose  a  girl  like  that  has  any  notion 
of  comprehending  a  man's  nature  and  individu- 
ality otherwise  than  by  peeping  into  his  letters 
and  listening  at  his  keyhole.  No,  it  can't  be, 
and  yet  it  looks  very  like  it,"  as  he  took  anoth- 
er glance  at  Annette. 
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He  received  no  answer  to  his  telegram  next 
day,  and  so  resolved  that  he  would  not  go. 
The  following  day  he  received  a  message  fully 
accepting  his  conditionB ;  but  it  was  now  too 
late  to  alter  his  resolution.  So  he  went  to  the 
telegraph  office,  and  to  the  little  window  where 
Annette  sat,  and  he  handed  her  the  message, 
"Too  late  now." 

Perhaps  he  had  a  special  reason  for  framing 
his  message  in  this  somewhat  dramatic  sen- 
tence. He  watched  the  expression  of  Annette's 
face,  first  when  he  came  to  the  window,  next 
when  she  read  the  message,  finally  when  she 
looked  up  at  him  again.  He  went  away  sur- 
prised, but  convinced. 

"Yes,"  he  said  to  himself,  "this  girl  is 
studying  me,  and  on  the  principle  of  eyes  and 
sympathies.  I  have  one  comrade  at  least,  and 
it  is  a  woman  !     Quod  minime  reris 

Pie  resolved  to  lead  her  a  little  fancy  dance, 
as  a  test  of  himself  and  her.  So  when  he  had 
occasion,  as  he  had  frequently  for  the  next 
week  or  two,  to  dispatch  telegraphic  messages 
through  her  medium,  he  always  took  care  to 
couch  them  in  a  peculiar  sort  of  phraseology, 
which,  suggestive  of  nothing  but  commonplace 
ideas  to  an  ordinary  observer,  would,  if  he  was 
right,  find  other  explanation  in  her  mind. 
With  a  certain  expression  on  his  face  he 
found  that  he  could  always  call  up  just  the  kind 
of  sliade  or  brightness  he  anticipated  on  hers. 
In  fact,  the  Doctor,  without  falsifying  a  single 
message,  or  indulging  in  a  single  deception, 
made  himself  appear  in  her  eyes  the  hero  of 
a  romantic  love-afi"air.  He  w^as  performing 
quite  a  psychological  and  scientific  experiment 
on  the  girl — at  first  solely  for  his  own  instruc- 
tion. 

One  day  he  said  to  himself : 

"  Good  Heavens,  what  a  sympathetic  heart 
this  poor  girl  has !  And  what  tenderness  and 
thoughtfulness  one  may  see  in  her  eyes  !" 

And  he  went  home  that  evening  thinking  less 
of  science  than  he  had  done  for  long  before. 

"  She  thinks  I  am  in  love,"  he  said,  "  and 
she  follows  all  the  phases  of  my  supposed  suf- 
ferings with  eyes  of  eager  and  sympathetic  in- 
terest. I  suppose  girls  of  that  kind  are  not 
often  well  trained  and  brought  up.  I'll  try  her 
now  by  another  test." 

Dr.  Childers  had  a  sister  living  in  a  town  not 
far  away.  She  Avas  married,  and  to  a  doctor, 
and  the  two  doctors,  diff"ering  widely  on  most 
scientific  questions,  had  lately  had  a  downright 
quarrel.  Now  our  hero  was  a  man  full  of  deep 
undemonstrative  love,  and  he  yearned  to  see 
his  sister ;  but  he  was  also,  unluckily,  a  man 
of  profound  obstinacy,  and  he  would  not  make 
any  overture  to  his  sister's  husband.  One  day, 
therefore,  he  made  up  his  mind  to  write  to  his 
sister,  and  ask  her  what  time  her  husband 
would  be  away  from  home,  in  order  that  he 
might  go  to  see  her.  Just  at  this  time  occurred 
to  him  the  idea  of  another  kind  of  test  of  the 
girl  in  whom  he  now  began  to  take  so  much 
interest,  and  he  resolved  not  to  write,  but  to 


telegraph  to  his  sister,  in  order  that  the  message 
might  pass  under  the  hands  of  Annette.  It 
should  be  explained  that  many  of  the  messages 
he  had  already  dispatched,  full  of  an  afi'ection 
Annette  had  misconstrued,  were  in  fact  ad- 
dressed to  this  sister. 

He  came  Avith  his  message. 

"I  wonder,"  he  thought  to  himself,  "what 
is  the  expression  of  countenance  proper  to  a 
Lovelace  or  a  Lauzun?  Let  me  try  if  I  can 
conjure  it  up." 

And  he  handed  in  the  following  words  : 

"  Dearest, — Let  me  know  at  once  when  he  is 
to  be  from  home.    I  must  see  you." 

Annette's  eyes  flashed  and  her  cheek  flushed 
as  she  took  the  message.  At  least  there  was 
enough  of  flash  and  flush  to  satisfy  the  Doctor's 
observant  eye  that  his  test  had  succeeded.  No 
common  observer  could  have  noticed  any 
change  in  her  expression.  She  never  looked 
at  him  as  he  went  away.  He  departed  rejoic- 
ing. 

"That  girl  has  a  pure  heart,"  he  said  to 
himself.  "  She  would  hate  and  scorn  a  Love- 
lace or  a  Lauzun.  Are  there  many  girls  like 
her,  I  wonder  ?  She  is  quite  handsome,  too. 
Can  it  be  that  she  knows  nobody  w^ho  has  brains 
and  heart  enough  to  fall  in  love  with  her  and 
marry  her?" 

Poor  Annette  went  home  that  night  very  sad 
and  very  scornful.  She  had  opened  her  mind 
to  a  love-story  which  never  ought  to  have  had 
a  moment  of  lier  sympathy.  The  hero  of  her 
latest  and  dearest  romance  was  in  love  with  a 
married  woman  !  Good  reader,  especially  dear 
lady  reader,  don't  blame  poor  Annette  because 
she  knew,  though  a  young  unmarried  girl,  that 
there  was  wickedness  in  the  world.  She  had 
had  to  go  into  active  busy  life  and  work  for 
her  daily  bread.  Your  daughter  has  no  such 
duty  forced  on  her,  and  you  can  keep  her  from 
any  unnecessary  and  premature  knowledge  of 
the  sins  and  sufferings  of  the  world.  Annette 
had  neither  father  nor  mother,  and  she  sat  all 
day  in  a  telegraph  office,  and  sent  along  the 
wires  any  and  every  message  which  was  given 
to  her.  Yet,  trust  me  that  a  purer  heart  does 
not  beat  even  in  your  daughter's  bosom  than 
that  which  lived  under  Annette's  calico  gown. 
After  all,  innocence  is  one  thing,  ignorance  is 
another. 

So  Annette  did  her  best  to  break  her  roman- 
tic idol.  She  made  up  her  mind  not  to  feel 
the  slightest  interest  any  more  in  the  loves  or 
sorrows  of  our  Doctor,  and  when  he  brought 
her  a  message  she  contracted  her  handsome 
eyebrows  and  would  hardly  look  at  him. 

For  his  part  he  was  quite  delighted.  He 
read  her  like  an  open  book — so  far.  He  saw 
that  she  was  angry  with  him,  and  was  doing 
her  best  to  close  her  heart  against  him. 

"  What  a  good,  true  girl  that  is  ! "  he  thought. 
"She  detests  sin;  but  finds  it  hard  to  detest 
wholly  the  poor  sinner !  After  all,  there  are 
true  Christians !  I  have  found  one,  and  she  is 
a  poor  girl  in  a  telegraph  office !" 
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But  his  soul  began  to  rebel  against  the 
endurance  of  the  suspicion  or  conviction  he  had 
brought  upon  himself.  He  could  not  bear  to 
stand  attainted  in  those  clear,  penetrating,  sym- 
pathetic eyes.  Never  before  had  Dr.  Childers 
cared  one  single  straw  what  any  living  creature 
thought  about  him.  The  only  person  living 
whose  good  opinion  he  had  previously  valued 
was  his  sister,  and  her  love  and  faith  and  con- 
fidence he  knew  he  had  so  firmly  and  closely 
that  it  never  would  have  occurred  to  him  as 
possible  that  he  could  lose,  or  even  tempora- 
rily forfeit  them.  He  took  his  sister's  love  and 
faith  as  one  takes  the  love  and  faith  of  his 
mother,  quite  as  a  matter  of  course.  So  it  is 
true  that  he  never  before  had  thought  as  much 
of  the  good  opinion  of  mortal  as  he  now  did 
of  that  of  Annette  Langley,  the  poor  telegraph 
girl,  with  whom  he  had  never  yet  exchanged 
one  word  except  on  matters  of  the  merest  busi- 
ness. 

Therefore  he  went  to  the  office  and  sent  an- 
other loving  message  to  his  sister ;  but  he  took 
care  this  time  to  begin  with  the  words,  "Dear- 
est sister."  As  he  gave  in  the  message  he 
marked  Annette's  look  of  surprise  and  joy. 
Nobody  else  could  have  understood  it.  He 
followed  it  delightedly — and  followed,  too,  the 
expression  of  perplexity  which  succeeded  it, 
and  which  seemed  to  say,  "  Yes,  I  am  glad  of 
this.  It  is  delightful.  But  then  what  be- 
comes of  my  love-romance?  That  was  his  sis- 
ter, after  all !  Then  where  is  the  love-story  ? 
And  have  I  been  blundering  from  first  to  last  ?" 

It  grew  to  be  one  of  the  pleasures  of  Dr. 
Childers's  life  to  see  this  girl  and  study  her 
features  and  her  expression.  He  began  to 
transact  all  his  correspondence  by  way  of  tel- 
egraph. Soon  a  sort  of  acquaintanceship  be- 
gan to  spring  up  between  him  and  Annette. 
They  would  exchange  a  word  or  two  of  civil- 
ity outside  the  mere  words  of  business  when 
he  went  to  the  office.  Sometimes  when  he  en- 
tered the  place  he  was  distrait  and  melancholy, 
having  racked  his  brain  overmuch  with  this  or 
that  futile  study ;  and  he  was  almost  always  re- 
called to  himself  by  observing  the  sympathetic, 
half-inquiring  eyes  of  Annette  fixed  upon  him. 
Then  he  would  rally,  say  a  pleasant  word  or 
two,  and  go  away  brightened,  leaving  her  bright- 
ened also. 

Yet  her  general  demeanor  did  not  grow 
brighter  as  the  days  went  on.  Rather  did  she 
begin  to  look  sadder  and  sadder.  He  observed 
her  with  particular  attention,  while  taking  care 
tliat  she  should  not  notice  his  observation  of 
her. 

"  She  is  not  happy,  this  girl,"  he  thought. 
"  She  is  very  poor,  perhaps." 

He  made  a  casual  observation  once  about 
want  of  money,  or  poverty,  or  something  of 
the  kind,  and  he  noted  the  first  expression  that 
came  on  her  face. 

"No,"  said  Childers,  satisfied,  "it  is  not  pov- 
erty that  distresses  her;  that  is  clear.  There  is 
one  woman,  at  least,  who  is  poor,  and  is  not  mis- 
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erable  therefore.  I  must  try  again.  She  is  an 
orphan,  perhaps,  and  is  lonely." 

An  elderly  woman  was  talking  to  Annette 
one  day  as  Dr.  Childers  entered  the  office. 
She  went  away  immediately. 

"Your  mother.  Miss  Annette?"  Dr.  Childers 
said.  He  had  heard  her  name  many  times  dur- 
ing his  visits,  and  he  now  called  her  Miss  An- 
nette, like  all  the  rest. 

"Ah,  no,"  Annette  replied,  gently ;  " I  have 
no  mother ;  but  that  is  the  woman  with  whom  I 
board,  and  she  is  very  good  and  kind."  ' 

"You  are  an  orphan ?" 

"Yes  ;  I  have  been  so  these  several  years." 

She  looked  sad  as  she  spoke ;  but  her  or- 
phaned condition,  Childers  now  felt  certain, 
was  not  the  cause  of  the  peculiar  sadness,  the 
deep  anxiety  he  saw  stamped  so  often  and  so 
clearly  on  her  face. 

At  last  he  said  to  himself:  "What  an  idiot 
I  am !  Of  course  the  girl's  in  love !  And  with 
some  handsome  fool,  no  doubt — or  some  hand- 
some scoundrel !" 

He  felt  intensely  vexed — why,  he  could  hard- 
ly have  told.  Annette  observed  the  change  on 
his  face,  and  wearied  herself  at  night  to  guess 
at  the  cause  of  it.  Childers  walked  rather  ab- 
ruptly away ;  and  actually  made  it  his  business 
to  pass  ever  so  often  by  the  office-door  that  day 
and  the  next  and  the  next,  in  order  that,  if  pos- 
sible, he  might  find  out  the  man  with  whom  An- 
nette was  in  love.  Nobody  went  in  the  first  day 
whose  appearance  suggested  any  thing  of  the  ro- 
mantic. 

Next  day  he  saw  a  handsome  young  fellow 
whom  he  knew  slightly,  and  knew  to  have  a 
strong  dash  of  the  rake  in  him ;  he  saw  this 
young  man  enter  the  office.  After  a  few  mo- 
ments the  young  man  came  out ;  and  an  hour 
after,  when  Childers  passed  the  door  again,  he 
saw  the  young  man  once  more  enter. 

"  That  is  the  man  !"  said  the  Doctor  to  him- 
self ;  and  he  strode  indignantly  away,  and  nev- 
er went  near  the  place  for  several  days.  How 
he  tried  to  study  and  write  during  these  days ! 
and  how  he  failed !  It  was  perfectly  wonder- 
ful, perfectly  inexplicable  how  the  doings  of  a 
poor  girl  of  whom  he  knew  hardly  any  thing 
could  thus  have  disarranged  and  disturbed  him. 
He  set  to  work  to  discover  a  scientific  theory  to 
account  for  it,  and  had  nearly  given  in  to  the  be- 
lief that  certain  sympathetic  organizations  aff'ect 
each  other  by  the  evolution  of  electric  currents. 
He  Avas  not  quite  clear  whether  the  brain,  the 
heart,  or  the  spinal  marrow  was  to  be  regarded 
as  the  battery  which  set  the  currents  in  motion. 
Meanwhile  he  began  to  think  that,  after  all,  he 
had  condemned  Annette  on  very  slight  evidence, 
or  no  evidence  at  all ;  and,  again,  he  whispered 
to  himself  that  if  such  a  girl  really  were  in  any 
danger  from  the  attentions  of  such  a  man  as  he 
had  seen  twice  going  into  the  telegraph  office, 
it  surely  would  be  well  that  some  sincere  and 
honest  friend  should  endeavor  to  interpose  be- 
tween her  and  possible  peril.  Why  might  not 
he.  Dr.  Childers,  be  that  earnest  friend?  He 
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really  felt  a  deep  interest  in  the  girl ;  he  was 
much  older  than  she ;  he  was  a  medical  man, 
and,  therefore,  supposed  to  be  worthy  of  con- 
fidence, and  at  liberty  to  tender  advice  without 
giving  offense. 

Next  day  he  contrived  to  have  urgent  busi- 
ness at  the  office  of  the  telegraph,  and  he  went 
there.  Annette  was  looking  very  worn  and  sad ; 
but  she  started  and  brightened  when  he  came, 
and  looked  glad  to  see  him. 

"  She  started,"  thought  Childers,  "when  she 
saw  me.    She  knows  I  suspect  her. " 

He  only  spoke  about  the  message  he  had  to 
send. 

As  chance  would  have  it,  there  came  in  just 
then  the  very  man  he  had  been  thinking  about. 
He  and  Childers  were  slightly  acquainted,  but 
were  uncongenial,  and  they  exchanged  a  chilly 
sentence  or  two.  Annette's  quick  eyes  had 
noted  the  expression  on  Childers's  face  as  the 
other  man  came  in ;  and,  though  they  spoke 
to  each  other  civilly,  she  at  once  said  to  her- 
self: "These  two  are  enemies.  There  is  some 
cause  of  hatred  between  them.  I  don't  won- 
der. I  always  hated  him'' — meaning  the  other 
man,  not  Childers — "there  is  something  bad 
about  his  expression." 

The  other  came  to  hand  in  his  message. 
Childers  lingered,  and  glanced  at  Annette. 

"Why,  I  am  wrong!"  he  said.  "I  am  a 
fool.  She  dislikes  and  despises  that  fellow. 
Yes,  that  expression  is  genuine.  She  detests 
him  quite  as  much  as  I  do." 

He  turned  back  as  if  he  had  forgotten  some- 
thing. 

"  Do  you  know  that  man.  Miss  Annette?"  he 
asked. 

"No,  Sir,"  she  answered,  a  little  surprised; 
"I  don't  know  him,  except  by  sight.  He  has 
been  here  a  few  times." 

"Has  he  spoken  to  you?" 

"  Only  about  his  messages  ;  not  a  word  else." 

"  I  am  glad,"  said  Childers,  brusquely.  "  'Tis 
a  vice  to  know  him." 

"I  don't  like  his  expression  of  face,"  said 
the  girl,  gravely ;  and  she  stole  a  quiet  glance 
at  the  Doctor,  and  wove  a  new  romance  which 
converted  him  and  the  man  just  gone  into  mor- 
tal enemies — the  latter  being  the  wrong-doer, 
of  course. 

Childers  Avas  going  away  when  he  observed 
how  unusually  pale  and  distressed  the  girl 
looked. 

"  I  fear  you  are  not  well,  Miss  Annette,"  he 
said,  kindly. 

"  Oh  yes.  Sir— quite  well." 

"  I  am  a  physician.  Miss  Annette,  and  should 
be  glad  to  give  you  advice."    He  did  not  like 

say  "without  cost  to  you,"  but  he  looked 
this,  and  she  understood  it. 

"You  are  very  kind,  very ;  but  indeed  I  am 
not  unwell." 

The  kindness  of  his  manner,  or  some  other 
cause,  touched  her  so  tenderly  and  nearly  that 
tears  came  into  her  eyes.  But  she  persisted  in 
saying  that  she  was  quite  well. 


"She  is  in  love,"  he  said  to  himself;  "and 
with  some  one  she  can't  marry,  or  who  will  not 
marry  her."  He  went  aAvay,  and  did  not  go 
near  the  place  for  days,  and  was  out  of  humor, 
cynical,  and  morose  all  the  time.  When  he 
next  went  into  the  telegraph  office  Annette  was 
not  there.  Nor  the  following  day  ;  nor  the  day 
after  that.  Then  he  summoned  up  courage  to 
ask  a  question  about  her ;  and  he  felt  that  he 
was  quite  confused  and  awkward  as  he  put  the 
harmless  question.  Annette  was  sick,  and 
could  not  leave  her  room. 

"Can  you  give  me  her  address?"  he  said, 
abruptly.     "I  am  a  physician." 

There  was,  perhaps,  something  too  much  of 
eagerness  in  his  manner — and  the  woman  to 
whom  he  spoke  replied,  rather  curtly  and  cold- 
ly, that  she  had  not  Annette's  address.  There 
are  many  very  decent  people  who  can  not,  for 
the  life  of  them,  believe  in  a  man's  having  an 
honest,  disinterested  wish  to  serve  a  woman 
who  is  young,  pretty,  and  poor. 

Childers  read  the  woman's  thoughts  at  a 
glance,  and  spoke  out,  frankly  : 

"  I  don't  blame  you,"  he  said,  quietly  ;  "  but 
you  mistake  me.  I  am  a  physician,  and  I 
should  like  to  serve  poor  Annette  if  I  could,  for 
I  believe  her  to  be  a  good,  true  girl ;  and  I  am 
sure  she  can  not  afford  to  pay  for  medical  ad- 
vice." 

The  woman  believed  him ;  and  she  went  to 
somebody  else,  and  got  Annette's  address  for  him. 

He  found  Annette  very  weak,  and  prostrate 
with  a  severe  nervous  attack  of  a  nature  which 
he  hardly  understood.  Most  doctors,  in  such  a 
case,  would  have  concealed  ignorance  and  pre- 
scribed something.  Childers  frankly  told  the 
good  woman  with  whom  Annette  lived  that  he 
did  not  yet  understand  what  was  the  matter 
with  the  girl ;  and  that,  meantime,  he  Avould  not 
give  her  any  medicine.  It  Avas  evident  that 
she  had  a  highly  nervous  organization,  and  that 
"something  Avas  on  her  mind."  No  medicine 
could  do  much  for  that. 

Poor  Annette  nearly  broke  down  altogether 
when  Childers  insisted  on  attending  her.  She 
had  not  been  used  to  much  spontaneous  kind- 
ness ;  and  she  burst  into  tears  A\-hen  she  saw 
him.  But  his  coming  did  her  much  good  for 
all  that ;  and  she  began  to  grow  firmer  of  nerve 
and  stronger  of  limb.  She  was  soon  able  to  go 
out  again,  and  after  a  Avhile  there  Avas  no  far- 
ther occasion  or  excuse  for  Childers's  visits. 
The  last  time  he  called  he  said  to  the  Avoman 
Avho  OAA'ned  the  house  : 

' '  Annette  has  a  secret.  She  is" — he  stopped 
and  stammered  a  moment,  as  one  does  Avho  is 
afraid  he  is  about  to  make  himself  ridiculous — 
"in  fact  she's  in  love." 

"Oh,  my  dear  Sir,  it  can't  be  — she  don't 
know  a  creature." 

"I  tell  you  the  girl  is  a  girl;  and  she's  in 
loA-e,"  said  Childers,  brusquely.  "That's  her 
secret — that's  her  ailment.  She  has  an  excep- 
tionally sensitive  and  delicate  organization — 
I  and  she's  in  love  Avith  some  fool  or  other." 
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And  he  went  abruptly  away,  and  buried  him- 
self in  science  and  was  miserable.  "  What  on 
earth  is  the  matter  with  me  ?"  he  asked  himself 
many  times  a  day — and  he  did  not  answer  the 
question.  In  fact,  he  did  not  know  the  answer 
yet. 

That  same  day  Annette  spoke  to  the  woman, 
who  was  her  one  friend,  about  Dr.  Childers. 
They  often  spoke  of  him. 

"How  very  sad  and  worn  he  looks!"  said 
Annette,  with  a  sigh.  Something  oppresses 
his  mind,  I  know.  If  he  were  not  so  learned 
and  scientific  and  wise,  I  would  say  that  he 
was — in  love."  And  she  sighed  again  ;  and 
felt  very  miserable,  and  began  to  wish  she  had 
never  recovered.  Eor  her  life  was  now  very 
weary.  She  did  not  care  to  weave  her  ro- 
mances any  more.  She  felt  no  interest  in  any 
body's  history  now  but  his  ;  and  he  did  not  come 
near  her. 

After  several  days  of  resolute  attempt  to 
write  or  think,  Childers  said  to. himself : 

*'  This  will  never  do ;  I  must  give  in.  Some- 
thing draws  me  to  that  girl.  Marvelous,  that 
such  a  thing  should  be.  What  can  the  expla- 
nation be  of  so  extraordinary  an  influence  ?  I 
will  go,  and  carefully  note  my  own  sensations — 
and  perhaps  Science  may  be  the  gainer,  if  no- 
thing else  is." 

He  Avent  straightway  to  the  telegraph  office. 
The  "influence,"  whatever  it  was,  made  his 
heart  beat  very  quickly  as  he  opened  the  door. 
Three  or  four  men  came  in  just  at  the  same  mo- 
ment with  him — and  two  of  them  were  young, 
well  looking,  and  fashionable.  Annette  was  in 
her  place — and  she  was  very  pale.  She  glanced 
toward  the  door  and  the  advancing  group,  of 
which  Dr.  Childers  was  one  ;  and  her  eyes 
lighted  up  and  her  cheeks  glowed  with  a  sud- 
den crimson. 

A  fierce  fire  lighted  in  Childers's  eyes  and  in 
his  heart.  He  made  in  an  inconceivably  short 
space  of  time  two  discoveries:  "Her  lover  is 
now  among  us!"  was  his  first  conviction;  and 
then,  with  a  bitter  passionate  pang,  he  said, 
analyzing  at  last,  and  only  too  truly,  his  own 
deep  emotion — "and  I  am  in  love  with  her." 

He  drew  back  a  little,  and  allowed  all  the 
others  to  precede  him.  He  was  concocting  a 
message  at  one  of  the  desks,  but  he  kept  a  pro- 
found watch  on  Annette.  She  was  trembling 
and  pale  again.  Nothing  but  weariness  or  im- 
patience was  manifested  in  the  lines  of  her  face, 
as  man  after  man  came  up  with  his  message. 
This  is  not  the  man — nor  this — nor  this.  Only 
one  remains — a  handsome  young  fellow  too. 
This  must  be  he — confound  him.  Why  no — 
she  looks  at  him  as  if  he  were  a  tree  or  a  pump. 
Is  Childers  again  mistaken  ?  He  now  ap- 
proaches, a  little  confused,  with  his  message 
and  a  word  of  greeting,  which  he  endeavors  to 
utter  in  a  calm  and  unembarrassed  tone. 

Annette's  eyes  meet  his  and  she  blushes  a 
crimson  blush,  and  her  hand  trembles  and  tears 
rush  to  her  lids — and  if  she  were  any  where 
out  of  sight  of  human  observers,  how  she  would 


have  flung  herself  down  and  wept !  And  Dr. 
Childers,  too,  flushes  and  starts — for  he  knows 
at  last  the  name  of  the  man  with  whom  she  is 
in  love ! 

He  crumpled  up  the  paper  in  his  hand,  and 
said  something  about  having  made  a  mistake. 
He  wrote  another  message,  and  put  it  into  An- 
nette's hand.    It  ran  thus  : 

"We  have  been  playing  at  cross -purposes 
and  studying  each  other  in  vain,  for  a  long  time. 
Have  Ave  not  at  last  found  out  the  truth  ?  I 
love  you !    What  have  you  to  say  to  me  ?" 

"  Where  is  this  to  be  sent  to  ?"  stammered 
Annette. 

"You  knoAv  the  address,"  said  Childers. 
"  I  trust  to  you  that  it  does  not  go  astray.  I 
Avill  come  for  an  ansAver  to-night,  but  not  here," 
he  added,  in  a  loAver  tone.  And  then  he  turned 
and  hastened  aAvay. 

That  night  he  called  for  an  answer,  at  An- 
nette's house.  Need  I  say  Avhat  the  ansAver 
Avas?  Dr.  Childers  has  noAv  a  happy,  loving 
wife  who  enters  with  her  Avhole  soul  into  all  the 
scientific  theories  and  pursuits  of  her  husband  ; 
and  is  as  firm  a  believer  as  he  in  the  poAver  of 
candid  eyes  and  open  sympathies  to  solve  most 
of  the  secrets  and  difficulties  of  daily  life. 


PARAGUAY  AND  HER  ENEMIES. 

CIRCUMSTANCES,  without  legitimate  con- 
nection Avith  the  subject,  have  tended  to  em- 
barrass the  public  opinion  of  the  Avorld  in  re- 
gard to  the  Avar  in  which  the  republic  of  Para- 
guay has  been  involved,  and  to  pervert  the  judg- 
ment of  the  American  people  as  to  a  cause 
Avhich,  by  its  very  nature,  commanded  at  the 
outset  their  sympathies.  Those  circumstances 
will  not  be  enumerated  here ;  nor  Avill  any  at- 
tempt be  made  to  show  Avhy  the  personal  diffi- 
culty Avhich  occurred  between  a  late  Minister 
of  the  United  States  and  the  President  of  Pa- 
raguay, or  the  singular  and  sudden  necessity 
discovered  by  this  same  ex-Minister  and  his  ex- 
colleague  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  for  remodeling  the 
relations  Avhich  exist  betAveen  the  diplomatic 
and  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  can  not 
in  any  manner  alter  the  causes  which  led  to  the 
Avar  noAV  carried  on  by  the  allied  nations  of 
Brazil,  the  Argentine  Republic,  and  the  Orient- 
al Republic  or  Uruguay,  against  a  neighboring 
state,  nor  improve  the  purposes  proclaimed  or 
intended  by  this  alliance,  nor  aflect  the  vastly 
important  interests  Avhich  must  folloAv  the  de- 
struction or  ultimate  triumph  of  the  Paraguayan 
people.  Neither  Avill  much  space  be  devoted 
to  the  purpose  of  demonstrating  that  the  facts 
just  mentioned  ought  not  to  influence  unduly 
the  judgment  of  thinking  men.  For,  although 
it  may  be  important  to  the  parties  immediately 
interested  to  settle  the  question  Avhether  Mr. 
Washburn,  late  Minister,  has  falsely  accused 
President  Lopez  of  violating  the  immunities  of 
his  legation,  or  Avhethcr  President  Lopez  has 
falsely  charged  Mr.  Washburn  with  the  greater 
crime  of  conspiring  to  overthroAV  the  govern- 
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ment  to  which  he  was  accredited,  and  to  take 
the  life  of  the  Chief  Magistrate,  nevertheless 
these  are  questions  which  can  not  affect  the 
causes  of  the  war,  and  ought  not  to  be  permit- 
ted to  influence  its  results.  For  the  honor  of 
both  countries  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  charges 
are  equally  unfounded.  Other  accusations  have 
been  made  against  the  President  of  Paraguay, 
and  with  suspicious  repetition  have  been  fre- 
quently republished  in  all  the  principal  lan- 
guages.   He  has  been  charged  with  killing  his 


mother  on  several  diiTerent  occasions  ;  and,  on 
another,  according  to  these  same  accounts,  this 
venerable  lady  committed  suicide  to  escape  a 
further  repetition  of  the  somewhat  monotonous 
matricidal  efforts  of  her  son.  Yet  it  appears 
from  the  last  reliable  accounts  that  the  lady 
was  still  alive.  The  same  is  true  of  her  daugh- 
ters and  one  of  her  sons,  who  have  had  a  simi- 
lar mortuary  experience  ;  of  the  Vice-President 
of  the  republic  ;  of  the  War  Minister  Caminos  ; 
of  several  of  the  principal  clergymen,  such  as 
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Father  Maiz — alleged  to  have  been  "the  first 
victim  of  the  atrocity  of  the  tyrant;"  and  of 
other  persons  of  lesser  note.  Whether  similar 
charges,  in  many  other  instances  about  which 
we  have  no  information,  are  true,  is  a  point  upon 
which  the  evidence  of  the  allied  pamphleteers, 
who  have  so  relentlessly  doomed  the  individuals 
we  have  named,  can  not  be  accepted  as  conclu- 
sive. It  is  to  be  remarked,  also,  in  connection 
with  this  published  list  of  several  hundred  per- 
sons alleged  to  have  been  murdered  by  Lopez, 
that  about  one  hundred,  as  appears  by  the  doc- 
ument itself,  were  killed  by  the  allies  while 
working  as  prisoners  in  the  trenches — an  occu- 
pation to  which  the  soldiers  of  all  armies  are 
frequently  doomed  in  punishment  of  petty  of- 
fenses ;  that  at  least  one-half  died  of  disease  in 
prison  or  hospital,  or  were  shot  for  desertion ; 
and  that  of  the  rest,  who  were  executed  as  spies, 
or  for  treason  or  other  crimes,  all  met  their  fate 
after  trial  and  in  accordance  with  existing  forms 
of  law.  It  does  not  commend  itself  to  the  jus- 
tice of  the  American  mind  to  charge  upon  the 
Chief  Magistrate,  as  murder  and  assassination, 
all  the  deaths  from  disease,  or  by  sentence  of 
civil  or  military  courts,  Avhich  have  occurred  in 
a  state  during  several  years  of  war.  Nor  will 
it  do  to  allege  that  the  laws  of  the  country  are 
defective,  and  the  administration  of  justice  par- 
tial or  cruel.  If  this  be  true,  it  is  the  aifair  and 
misfortune  of  the  Paraguayan  people — not  ours ; 
and  it  does  not  relieve  the  allied  governments 
and  writers  from  the  accusation  of  attempting 
to  pervert  public  opinion  by  giving  to  the  world 
elaborate  statements  against  their  enemy  which, 
when  not  absolutely  false,  are  at  least  so  pub- 
lished as  to  convey  a  false  impression. 

This  brief  reference  to  the  reported  atrocities 
is  not  intended  as  a  thorough  analysis  of  the 
numberless  publications  which  are  now  before 
the  writer  upon  that  subject ;  nor  will  such  analy- 
sis be  needed  by  impartial  readers  after  what 
has  been  said,  in  general  terms,  as  to  their  ac- 
curacy. The  object  of  introducing  the  subject 
at  all  is  simply  for  the  purpose  of  remarking 
that,  as  these  atrocities  and  all  others  charged 
against  Lopez  are  alleged  to  have  been  commit- 
ted three  years  after  the  commencement  of  the 
war  now  waged  against  him,  they  can  not,  by 
any  mysterious  process,  be  made  to  relate  back 
to  the  causes  of  that  war,  or  to  give  the  contest 
now  carried  on  by  Brazil  and  her  allies  any 
attribute,  aim,  or  object,  avowed  or  secret, 
which  commends  itself  to  the  sympathy  or  ap- 
proval of  just  and  civilized  nations. 

Whether  this  war  had  in  its  incipicncy  any 
such  objects  or  aims  will  best  appear  upon  a  pe- 
rusal of  what  follows,  in  which  it  is  the  desire 
of  the  writer  to  present,  as  impartially  as  he  may, 
the  whole  subject  of  the  war  in  Paraguay,  so 
far  at  least  as  it  is  possible  to  confine  so  vast  a 
subject  within  the  limits  of  a  single  article. 

And  hereupon  it  will  be  necessary  for  the 
reader  who  desires  to  understand  thoroughly 
the  subject  to  turn  to  the  map  in  connection 
with  our  narrative. 


Paraguay  lies  in  the  interior  of  South  Amer- 
ica, a  thousand  miles  from  the  sea.  Its  adjoin- 
ing neighbors  are  Brazil  on  the  north  and  east, 
and  Bolivia  on  the  northwest,  while  the  Argen- 
tine Republic  borders  on  all  the  southern  por- 
tion. The  Paraguay  and  Upper  Parana  rivers 
inclose  the  more  settled  area  of  the  country, 
and  unite  at  its  southern  extremity,  becoming 
then  the  Parana.  Eurther  down,  this  river 
unites  with  the  Uruguay,  flowing  from  the 
north,  to  form  the  La  Plata.  The  La  Plata 
enters  the  sea  between  the  Argentine  Republic 
and  the  republic  of  Uruguay.  The  general 
course  of  these  rivers  is  from  the  north  and 
west,  and  the  chief  sources  of  each  are  in  Bra- 
zilian territory.  The  republic  of  Uruguay,  or 
Banda  Oriental,  is  separated  from  the  Argen- 
tine Republic  on  the  south  by  the  waters  of  the 
La  Plata  and  Uruguay,  and  adjoins  Brazil  on 
the  north.  The  position  and  immense  extent 
of  the  Brazilian  Empire  are  too  well  known  to 
need  description. 

The  hatred  and  jealousies  which  Spain  and 
Portugal  bequeathed  as  a  sad  inheritance  to 
their  respective  colonies,  and  certain  unsettled 
questions  of  boundary  descending  from  remote 
times,  in  connection  with  the  natural  antago- 
nism between  a  slaveholding  empire  and  its  re- 
publican neighbors,  have  embarrassed  for  many 
years  the  relations  between  the  countries  we 
have  named.  When  Paraguay,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  century,  seceded  from  the  vice- 
royalty  of  Buenos  Ayres,  now  the  Argentine 
Republic,  Brazil  was  the  first  to  recognize 
her  independence.  This  was  done  to  weaken 
Buenos  Ayres,  whose  government  for  many 
years  withheld  its  recognition  of  the  new  state, 
after  a  feeble  attempt  to  regain  the  lost  prov- 
ince by  arms.  There  remained  upon  the  part 
of  the  mother  state  toward  Paraguay  a  certain 
ill-will  and  jealousy,  which  the  short  time  that 
elapsed  before  the  events  which  led  to  the  pres- 
ent war  had  not  been  sufiicient  to  remove  or 
allay.  The  fact  that  the  La  Plata  and  its 
tributaries  form  a  chief  avenue  of  intercourse 
for  all  these  states,  and  for  Paraguay  its  sole 
outlet  to  the  sea,  rendered  the  navigation  of 
those  waters  of  vast  importance  to  each  and  all 
of  the  riparian  powers.  Nevertheless,  it  is  Avell 
to  state  here  distinctly  that  it  is  wholly  incor- 
rect to  assume,  as  has  been  done  recently  by 
certain  writers,  that  one  of  the  objects  of  the 
present  war  was  or  is  to  secure  the  free  navi- 
gation of  the  La  Plata.  The  freedom  of  that 
river  was  solemnly  guaranteed  by  Paraguay  to 
the  flags  of  all  nations  in  treaties  made  several 
years  before  the  present  war  with  tiie  United 
States,  England,  France,  and  Sardinia  (now 
Italy).  Upon  the  celebration  of  these  treaties, 
Brazil  and  Buenos  Ayres  formally  protested; 
but,  as  against  the  Great  Powers,  this  protest 
was  ineffective,  and  the  free  navigation  of  the 
La  Plata  remained  undisturbed  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war.  Whetlier  it  will  so 
continue,  if  the  allies  are  triumphant,  is  a  ques- 
tion of  great  importance,  which  will  be  referred 
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to  later,  in  connection  with  a  certain  clause  in 
the  treaty  of  the  triple  alliance. 

Mention  has  been  made  of  certain  mutual 
jealousies  as  between  Brazil  and  the  Spanish- 
American  states,  and  between  Buenos  Ayres 
and  Paraguay,  which  might  be  regarded  as 
predisposing  causes  to  war.  In  this  connec- 
tion, Uruguay,  the  third  member  of  the  triple 
alliance,  was  not  mentioned,  for  the  sole  reason 
that  this  unhappy  country  was  conquered  by 
Brazil  at  the  outset  of  the  war,  and  is  now  in 
point  of  fact  a  Brazilian  dependency,  preserv- 
ing a  nominal  independence  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  giving  a  preponderance  to  the  councils 
of  Brazil  in  the  affairs  of  the  triple  alliance. 

That  the  standing  policy  of  Brazil  has  been 
one  of  extension  and  ultimate  absorption  of  the 
smaller  republics,  and  that  she  seeks  the  abso- 
lute control  of  the  great  rivers  of  the  South,  is 
not  onh^  natural,  in  view  of  her  great  prepon- 
derance in  power,  but  it  is,  moreover,  fully  es- 
tablished by  a  long  scries  of  facts,  among  which 
the  overthrow  of  the  republic  of  Uruguay  is 
the  crowning  proof.  It  reflects  no  discredit 
upon  the  wisdom  of  the  imperial  government 
that  it  should  seek  these  ends.  But  it  may 
hereafter  be  regarded  as  a  reproach  to  other 
nations  if  it  be  permitted  to  attain  them.  They 
can  only  be  obtained,  after  the  downfall  of  Pa- 
raguay, by  the  destruction  of  the  Argentine 
confederation,  the  present  ally  of  the  empire ; 
and  there  are  those  even  in  Buenos  Ayres  who 
believe  that  the  one  event  will  follow  the  other 
as  its  immediate  sequence.  How,  then,  does  it 
happen  that  the  Argentine  nation  is  allied  with 
the  empire  in  the  attempted  destruction  of  Pa- 
raguay ?  This  point,  more  than  any  other, 
confuses  the  popular  mind  in  the  United  States, 
and  yet  the  explanation  is  simple.  The  senti- 
ment of  the  Argentine  people  before  the  war 
was  one  of  hostility  to  Brazil,  and  it  remains  the 
same  to  this  day.  The  alliance  was  the  work 
of  the  then  existing  government.  A  large  por- 
tion, in  fact  a  vast  majority,  of  the  people  were 
opposed  to  it,  although  a  considerable  faction 
was  more  or  less  inimical  to  Paraguay,  and  con- 
sidered that  country  as  part  of  the  patrimony  of 
Buenos  Ajres  by  virtue  of  rights  derived  from 
the  old  vice-royalty.  The  people  of  the  Ar- 
gentine confederation  were  made  to  accept  the 
alliance  by  means  of  the  charge  made  against 
Lopez,  that  he  had  wantonly  invaded  their  ter- 
ritory -without  a  declaration  of  war,  and  were 
confirmed  in  their  adhesion  to  it  by  diligent 
and  unscrupulous  use  of  the  terrible  atrocities 
which  it  is  the  custom  to  attribute  with  vindic- 
tive iteration  to  the  President  of  Paraguay,  and 
by  the  wealth  which  the  prosecution  of  hostili- 
ties in  the  La  Plata  brought  to  Buenos  Ajtcs, 
the  chief  sea-port  for  all  the  interior  waters. 
As  to  the  accusation  of  invading  the  territory 
of  the  Argentilte  confederation  without  a  pre- 
vious declaration  of  war,  it  was  not  founded 
in  fact,  nor  made  in  good  faith  by  the  govern- 
ment of  that  republic ;  yet  it  served  its  pur- 
pose of  exciting  a  war  fever  sufficiently  intense 


to  secure  the  assent  of  the  nation  to  the  alli- 
ance with  Brazil. 

The  events  which  led  to  that  alliance  are 
briefly  these  :  The  republic  of  Uruguay,  in  the 
year  1863,  was  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  best 
government  it  had  known  for  half  a  century. 
After  a  long  series  of  w-ars  and  civil  turmoil,  it 
had  enjoyed  a  few  years  of  peace.  Venancio 
Flores,  a  political  refugee  from  Montevideo, 
organized  in  Buenos  Ayres,  with  the  conniv- 
ance, it  is  charged,  of  the  Argentine  govern- 
ment, an  expedition  to  be  directed  against 
Uruguay.  He  landed  in  that  republic  with  a 
mere  handful  of  followers,  and  gathered  to  his 
standard  all  the  gaucho  desperadoes  with  which 
the  country  was  cursed.  He  was  sustained  by 
men  and  money  from  Brazil  and  Buenos  Ayres, 
and  conducted  a  civil  war  with  the  customary 
atrocities.  The  government  of  Uruguay  was 
sorely  pressed.  Whereupon  Brazil  took  occa- 
sion to  present  a  list  of  reclamations,  including 
over  fifty  counts,  and  demanded  immediate  set- 
tlement. Uruguay  answered  by  a  list  almost 
as  long,  of  counter  reclamations,  and  stated 
that  the  "invasion  which  had  been  designed, 
organized,  and  supplied  with  arms  on  Argentine 
and  Brazilian  territoiy,"  and  the  ruinous  war 
wliich  resulted  therefrom,  prevented  the  consid- 
eration at  that  time  of  the  Brazilian  demands. 
Brazil  presents  an  ultimatum,  allowing  six  days 
to  meet  the  demands  already  presented,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  the  Brazilian  forces  are  to 
enter  Uruguayan  territory  by  land  and  water. 
The  government  of  the  republic  proposes  me- 
diation. The  six  days  expire ;  the  Brazilian 
army  crosses  the  frontier;  the  fleet  declare  a 
blockade  of  Montevideo ;  the  constitutional 
government  retires  from  power ;  Venancio 
Flores,  the  revolutionary  chief,  becomes  Presi- 
dent of  Uruguay  as  the  mere  creature  of  Bra- 
zil ;  and  the  Oriental  Republic,  as  an  independ- 
ent power,  ceases  to  exist.  Pending  these 
events  in  the  sister  republic,  the  government 
of  Buenos  Ayres  claimed  to  be  neutral.  The 
honesty  of  this  neutrality  was  questioned  by 
Paraguay,  who  had  complained  of  the  aid  in 
men  and  arms  openly  given  to  Flores.  Para- 
guay made  earnest  protest  upon  this  subject, 
and  subsequently,  upon  the  unfriendly  and  im- 
perative attitude  assumed  by  Brazil  toward  the 
government  of  Montevideo,  offered  its  friendly 
mediation,  Uruguay  accepted  and  Brazil  de- 
clined. Whereupon  Lopez,  claiming  that  the 
independence  of  Uruguay  was  essential  to  the 
free  navigation  of  the  La  Plata,  and  therefore 
to  the  prosperity  and  peace  of  the  river  states — 
points  which  need  no  argument — and  believing 
that  the  government  of  Buenos  Ayres  was  in 
secret  league  with  Brazil  for  the  destruction 
and  division  of  Uruguay  and  Paraguay,  and 
knowing,  too,  what  can  not  be  denied,  that  the 
overthrow  of  Uruguay  would  give  to  the  em- 
pire, the  natural  enemy  of  Paraguay,  the  con- 
trol of  the  mouth  of  the  Plata,  and  was  merely 
the  preliminary  to  an  attempt  against  the  inde- 
pendence and  integi-ity  of  his  own  state,  which 
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would  thus  remain  isolated  and  at  the  mercy 
of  its  powerful  neighbors,  made  a  solemn  pro- 
test against  the  occupation  of  Uruguayan  ter- 
ritory "by  Brazilian  troops,  throwing  upon  the 
empire  the  responsibility  of  all  that  might  fol- 
low, should  it  become  necessary  to  make  that 
protest  effective  by  arms.  This  protest  was 
contemptuously  disregarded.  Brazilian  troops 
moved  into  Uruguay  as  has  been  stated,  and 
in  due  time  a  Paraguayan  army  marched  into 
Brazil.  The  date  of  the  Paraguayan  protest 
Avas  the  30th  of  August,  1864;  the  Brazilian 
troops  occupied  Uruguay  in  October  following ; 
and  in  November  the  Paraguayans  entered 
Brazil. 

Here  it  is  necessary  to  consider  incidental 
points,  which  it  is  claimed  by  the  allies  materi- 
ally modify  the  question  which  the  foregoing 
facts  present.  Let  the  reader  judge  for  him- 
self. 

There  had  been  a  long-standing  question  of 
boundary  between  Brazil  and  Paraguay.  Sev- 
eral years  before  the  war  the  elder  Lopez,  then 
President  of  Paraguay,  proposed  to  settle  it, 
and  had  frequently  expressed  his  willingness 
to  part  with  a  large  portion  of  his  territory  to 
remove  all  cause  of  war.  After  some  negotia- 
tion, Brazil  refused  to  accept  any  settlement, 
and  insisted  on  postponing  the  whole  question 
for  several  years.  Pending  this  postponement, 
the  imperial  government  established  in  Matto 
Grosso,  a  province  bordering  on  the  north  of 
Paraguay  and  on  the  disputed  territory,  a  large 
depot  of  arms  and  warlike  stores.  The  refus- 
al to  accept  a  peaceable  settlement  and  the  es- 
tablishment of  this  depot  were  facts  not  with- 
out significance,  nor  did  they  escape  the  atten- 
tion of  young  Lopez,  then  commander-in-chief 
of  the  Paraguayan  army.  It  was  claimed  by 
the  Paraguayan  government,  and  subsequently 
declared  by  the  National  Congress,  that  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  warlike  depot  in  Matto  Grosso 
was  a  violation  of  existing  treaties,  and  that 
this  province  had  been  usurped  from  Paraguay. 
The  examination  of  these  claims  is  in  nowise 
essential  to  the  consideration  of  the  present 
subject.  • 

On  the  14:th  of  November,  one  month  after 
the  entrance  of  the  Brazilian  troops  into  Uru- 
guay— a  fact  which  of  itself  constituted  war 
with  Paraguay,  in  view  of  the  previous  protest 
of  that  government — a  Brazilian  steamer,  the 
Marquis  de  Olinda,  Avhile  passing  through  Pa- 
raguayan waters  to  Matto  Grosso,  having  on 
board  the  newly-appointed  governor  of  that 
province,  was  seized  by  a  Paraguayan  war- 
steamer.  Two  days  previous,  the  Brazilian 
Minister  at  Asuncion  had  been  notified  that, 
in  consequence  of  the  invasion  of  Uruguay  by 
Brazil  without  a  previous  declaration  of  Avar, 
the  Paraguay  River  and  all  the  waters  of  the 
republic  were  closed  to  the  empire,  but  would 
remain  free  to  neutral  vessels  trading  to  Matto 
Grosso.  The  allied  governments  claim  that 
the  seizure  of  this  vessel,  and  the  invasion  of 
Matto  Grosso  without  a  formal  declaration  of 
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war,  were  violations  of  international  law.  If 
this  be  true,  then  the  same  charge  made  by 
the  Paraguayan  government  against  that  of 
Brazil,  in  regard  to  the  invasion  of  Uruguay, 
is  equally  well-founded.  The  documents  al- 
ready referred  to  disprove  both  allegations. 

The  occupation  of  Matto  Grosso  was  a  most 
successful  movement,  resulting  in  the  capture 
of  all  the  Brazilian  munitions  of  war  stored  in 
that  province.  Lopez  obtained  through  this 
and  the  subsequent  successful  occupation  of 
Corrientes,  of  which  we  are  now  about  to 
speak,  the  means  of  conducting  the  Avar.  It 
is  absolutely  incorrect  to  say  that  he  had  made 
extensive  preparations  for  the  contest,  or  had 
obtained  large  shipments  of  arms  from  Europe, 
as  is  constantly  alleged  by  his  enemies  in  proof 
of  his  aggressive  designs.  He  fights  to-day 
Avith  flint-lock  muskets,  and  with  such  improved 
arms  as  he  has  taken  in  battle,  Avith  cannon 
and  ammunition  made  in  the  country  or  cap- 
tured from  the  enemy. 

Paraguay  and  Brazil  being  thus  at  Avar,  the 
Argentine  Republic  declared  its  neutrality. 
Paraguay  maintains  that  this  neutrality  Avas  a 
fraud,  and  that  Brazil  Avas  permitted  to  occupy 
Argentine  territory  for  hostile  purposes,  and 
establish  a  depot  of  munitions  in  the  city  of 
Corrientes — an  Argentine  city  on  the  southern 
border  of  Paraguay,  and  a  point  of  vast  im- 
portance as  a  base  of  operations  against  that 
republic.  Be  it  remembered  that  Buenos  Ay- 
res  had  instigated  and  supported  the  Flores  in- 
vasion of  Uruguay,  had  taken  no  means  to  pre- 
vent the  destruction  of  that  republic  by  Brazil, 
and  had  permitted  certain  other  acts  which 
gave  much  color  to  the  charge  made  by  Para- 
guay that  the  Argentine  Republic  was  acting, 
through  its  government,  in  secret  accord  with 
Brazil.  The  establishment  of  a  Brazilian  de- 
pot in  Corrientes  Avas  confirmatory  evidence, 
and,  in  addition,  Lopez  claims  that  it  had  al- 
ready been  arranged  that  the  government  of 
Buenos  Ayres  Avould  in  due  time  join  in  active 
hostilities.  Under  these  circumstances,  he  re- 
quested of  the  Argentine  government  permis- 
sion to  march  his  troops  through  an  Argentine 
province  to  invade  the  southern  portion  of  Bra- 
zil, and  co-operate  Avith  the  constitutional  party 
in  Uruguay  toAvard  the  re-establishment  of  the 
independence  of  that  country.  This  permis- 
sion AA^as  peremptorily  refused — rightfully,  if  the 
neutrality  of  Buenos  Ayres  had  been  one  of 
good  faith  ;  but  unjustly,  if  the  purposes  of  that 
gOA'ernment  Avere  disloyal  tOAvard  Paraguay. 
Lopez  ansAvered  that  refusal  by  a  prompt  dec- 
laration of  Avar.  This  declaration  Avas  made 
by  the  Paraguayan  Congress  on  the  18th  of 
March,  1865,  and  officially  communicated  to 
the  Argentine  government  on  the  29th  of  the 
same  month.  On  the  15th  of  April  folloAving, 
a  Paraguayan  army  occupied  Corrientes,  cap- 
turing the  munitions  of  Avar  stored  in  that 
city. 

The  allies  haA^e  persistently  claimed  that  the 
invasion  of  Corrientes  Avas  made  in  full  peace, 
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and  "was,  therefore,  a  violation  of  international 
law.  The  dates  given  above  are  a  conclusive 
refutation  of  the  charge.  The  Argentine  gov- 
ernment denies  the  receipt  of  the  declaration 
of  war.  Upon  the  assembling  of  Congress,  in 
May,  it  pronounced  the  occupation  of  Corrien- 
tes  a  profanation  of  its  soil,  a  violation  of  in- 
ternational usage,  and  an  unprovoked  attack 
made  without  notice.  Nevertheless,  it  has 
since  been  conclusively  shown  that  the  gov- 
ernment of  Buenos  Ayres  knew  of  the  Para- 
guayan declaration  of  war  several  days  before 
the  taking  of  Corrientes  was  communicated  to 
the  nation.  The  artifice  of  concealment  served 
a  useful  purpose,  in  creating  a  popular  feeling 
against  Paraguay',  and  smoothing  the  way  for 
the  triple  alliance. 

This  alliance  was  immediately  entered  into 
between  the  empire  of  Brazil,  the  Argentine  Ee- 
public,  and  the  republic  of  Uruguay.  The  main 
features  of  this  extraordinary  secret  treaty  are 
worthy  of  the  most  serious  consideration.  The 
alliance  is  by  its  terms  perpetual.  Its  most  im- 
portant provisions  are  as  follows  : 

Art.  6.  The  allies  agree  not  to  lay  down  their  arms 
otherwise  than  by  common  accord,  and  not  before 
having  overthrown  the  actual  government  of  Para- 
guay, and  not  to  treat  separately  with  the  enemy, 
and  not  to  sign  any  treaty  of  peace,  truce,  armistice, 
or  convention  whatever  for  the  purpose  of  putting  an 
end  to  or  interrupting  the  war,  except  with  the  com- 
mon consent  of  all. 

Art.  7.  The  war  not  being  directed  against  the  peo- 
ple of  Paraguaj'',  but  against  its  government,  the  allies 
will  admit  into  a  Paraguayan  legion  all  the  citizens  of 
that  nation  who  will  unite  to  overthrow  the  said  gov- 
ernment, and  will  furnish  all  the  elements  they  may 
require,  in  the  form  and  under  the  conditions  that 
may  be  determined  on. 

Art.  8.  The  allies  bind  themselves  to  respect  the  in- 
dependence, the  sovereignty,  and  the  territorial  integ- 
rity of  the  republic  of  Paraguay.  Therefore  the  people 
of  Paraguay  shall  choose  for  themselves  a  government, 
and  adopt  such  institutions  as  they  may  think  fit,  with- 
out being  absorbed  by  or  placed  under  the  protectorate 
of  any  of  the  allies  in  consequence  of  the  war. 

There  are  other  articles  still  more  objection- 
able, to  which  reference  will  be  made  in  com- 
menting upon  those  which  precede. 

Article  G  pledges  the  allies  to  a  continuance 
of  the  war  until  the  overthrow  of  the  existing 
government  of  Paraguay.  It  was  never  claim- 
ed that  this  was  a  usurping  government.  Such 
a  stipulation,  therefore,  offends  against  common 
justice,  and  completely  annuls  Article  8  of  the 
same  treaty,  which  guarantees  to  the  people  of 
Paraguay  the  right  to  choose  their  own  gov- 
ernment and  institutions.  What  if,  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  this  right,  they  were  to  choose  again 
Francisco  Solano  Lopez  for  President,  as  they 
had  done  three  years  before?  Would  the  allies 
respect  their  choice  ?  Thus  Article  6  is  on  its 
face  a  wrong,  and  Article  8  a  mockery. 

Article  7  declares  that  the  war  is  not  against 
the  people,  but  against  the  government  of  Para- 
guay— a  distinction  a  little  too  subtle  for  the 
dull  American  intellect.  The  same  article  in- 
vites the  Paraguayans  to  unite  with  the  allies 
against  their  government.    Of  the  propriety  of 


such  a  clause  inviting  civil  war,  let  the  reader 
form  his  own  opinion. 

Article  8  guarantees  the  independence,  sov- 
ereignty, and  territorial  integrity  of  Paraguay ; 
but  Article  9  limits  these  guarantees  to  five 
years,  and  the  five  years  expire  the  first  of 
next  May.  Yet  the  alliance  is  to  be  perpet- 
ual. After  the  first  of  May,  what  follows  ?  By 
Article  14  Paraguay  is  to  be  compelled  to  de- 
fray all  the  expenses  of  the  war ;  and  answer 
in  damages  to  all  the  allies  for  all  the  griev- 
ances, public  or  private,  real  or  imaginary, 
which  it  may  please  those  powers  to  present; 
and  by  Article  15  these  same  powers  declare 
that  they  Avill  arrange  the  manner  and  form  in 
which  all  this  is  to  be  done.  In  this  manner 
they  will  "  respect"  the  independence  of  Para- 
guay. 

In  Article  16,  "  in  order  to  avoid  all  discus- 
sions in  reference  to  frontiers,"  they  fix  abso- 
lutely the  future  boundaries  of  the  republic  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  appropriate  to  themselves 
one-half  her  territory.  Such  is  their  respect 
for  her  territorial  integrity. 

In  the  protocol  of  the  treaty  it  is  stipulated 
that  the  Paraguayan  fortress  of  Humaita  shall 
be  demolished ;  that  Paraguay  shall  never  be 
permitted  to  erect  other  fortifications  on  her 
own  rivers  which  might  interfere  with  the  pur- 
poses of  the  allies ;  that  all  the  arms  and  ele- 
ments of  war  within  the  republic  shall  be  di- 
vided equally  among  the  allies  ;  and  that  "  tro- 
phies and  booty"  (the  words  are  quoted  from 
the  treaty)  shall  be  divided  in  like  manner. 
All  of  which  being  done,  the  "sovereignty"  of 
Paraguay  will  have  been  scrupulously  respected. 

By  Article  17  the  treaty  is  to  remain  in  per- 
petual force  and  vigor,  in  order  that  its  stipu- 
lations may  be  respected  and  executed  by  Pa- 
raguay ;  and  by  Article  18  it  is  to  be  kept  se- 
cret until  its  ends  are  accomplished. 

In  view  of  this  treaty  can  any  one  be  sur- 
prised that  the  people  of  Paraguay  have  fought 
against  those  allies  with  a  devotion  and  hero- 
ism unparalleled  and  beyond  description ;  that 
they  have  rejected  with  scorn  the  allurements 
plentifully  held  out  to  corrupt  their  soldiery ;  and 
that  thousands  of  their  prisoners  have  crawled 
back  through  leagues  of  swamp  from  the  plenty 
and  safety  of  the  allied  camps,  and  from  the 
luxury  and  temptations  of  foreign  cities,  to  re- 
sume their  places  by  the  side  of  their  unclad 
and  starving  brothers  in  the  ranks  of  the  repub- 
lic? 

There  is  yet  another  stipulation  in  this  treaty 
which  concerns  the  outside  world.  Article 
11  reads  as  follows  : 

"  The  existing  government  of  Paraguay  being  over- 
thrown, the  allies  will  proceed  to  the  establishment 
with  the  constituted  authority  of  the  necessary  ar- 
rangements to  secure  the  free  navigation  of  the  Para- 
guay and  Parana  rivers  in  such  manner  that  the  laws 
and  regulations  of  the  said  republic  shall  not  impede, 
hinder,  nor  change  the  transit  and  navigation  of  mer- 
chant ships  and  vessels  of  war  of  the  allied  states  pro- 
ceeding to  their  respective  territories  or  to  territories 
not  belonging  to  Paraguay ;  and  they  will  take  proper 
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guarantees  for  the  efficacy  of  those  arrangements  upon 
the  principle  that  the  arrangement  and  fltivial  police 
whether  of  these  tico  rivers  or  the  river  Uruguay  are 
matters  of  common  agreement  between  the  allies  and  the 
other  bordering  states  who  within  the  period  which  the 
allies  shall  allow  them  shall  have  accepted  the  invitation 
ivhich  will  be  offered.'' 

Paraguay  had  already  guaranteed  the  free- 
dom of  these  waters  to  the  whole  world.  Can 
this  stipulation,  therefore,  bear  other  meaning 
than  that  their  navigation  is  hereafter  to  remain 
the  exclusive  privilege  of  the  allies  ?  It  is  to 
be  remembered,  in  this  connection,  that  the  re- 
sources of  Paraguay  in  cotton,  tobacco,  sugar, 
rice,  "yerba,"  copper,  quicksilver,  medicinal 
plants,  rare  woods,  and  marbles  are  immense, 
and  that  the  commerce  which  can  be  developed 
on  the  tributaries  of  the  La  Plata  would  be  a 
vast  source  of  wealth  to  foreign  nations.  It 
especially  behooves  the  United  States  to  under- 
stand clearly  whether  or  not  the  success  of  the 
triple  alliance  means  the  closing  of  the  La  Plata 
to  foreign  flags.  No  statement  oflicial  or  in- 
formal from  a  single  member  of  the  alliance 
can  convey  any  assurance  on  this  subject.  For 
the  treaty  is  of  binding  force  and  perpetual,  and 
its  solemn  abrogation  alone  can  give  assurance 
that  its  terms  will  not  be  regarded  by  the  con- 
tracting parties. 

That  the  Argentine  confederation  ever  en- 
tered into  this  treaty  proves  one  of  two  things, 
either  that  the  men  then  at  the  head  of  affairs 
were  incompetent  and  unskillful  in  diplomacy, 
or  that  Lopez  is  correct  in  claiming  that  they 
had  a  secret  understanding  with  Brazil  for  the 
division  of  the  sister  republics  of  Uruguay  and 
Paraguay.  The  then  government  of  Buenos 
Ayres  Avas  composed  of  the  ablest  men  in  the 
republic.  The  inference,  therefore,  must  be 
that  when  they  delivered  over  their  country,  as 
is  done  in  Article  C  of  the  treaty,  to  the  mercy 
of  Brazil  to  continue  a  war  forever  or  until  it 
pleased  the  empire  to  permit  them  to  make 
peace,  there  must  have  been  some  arrange- 
ment that  does  not  appear  on  the  fiice  of  the 
treaty  to  explain  this  singular  and  fatal  pro- 
ceeding. We  use  the  word  fatal  by  design. 
For  there  are  many  in  the  Argentine  Repub- 
lic who,  being  ignorant  of  whatever  secret  un- 
derstanding there  may  be  which  guarantees  the 
future  safety  of  that  state  against  the  aggress- 
ive policy  of  the  empire,  are  strong  in  the 
belief  that  a  war  between  those  two  nations 
must  inevitably  follow  the  close  of  the  present 
struggle.  They  believe  that  the  valor  of  the 
Argentine  soldier  will,  in  such  case,  prevail 
against  the  timid  legions  of  Brazil.  But  they 
forget  that  Brazil  overthrew  Uruguay  by  in- 
trigue and  civil  commotion,  and  not  by  open 
war.  They  forget  the  immense  preponderance 
in  naval  power  and  warlike  equipment  which 
the  short-sighted  economy  of  their  own  govern- 
ment has  permitted  the  empire  to  attain  during 
the  existing  contest.  They  claim  that,  in  any 
event,  the  United  States  will  interfere  to  pre- 
vent the  destruction  of  a  republic  of  kindred  in- 
stitutions.   But  if  Paraguay  should  have  mean- 


427 

while  disappeared  from  the  list  of  nations  by 
the  fratricidal  means  of  this  unnatural  alHance, 
may  not  the  United  States  remind  them,  in 
their  day  of  trial,  of  the  question  addressed  to 
the  first  murderer— "  Cain,  where  is  thy  broth- 
er?" 

Much  space  can  not  be  allotted  here  to  a  fur- 
ther exposition  of  this  secret  treaty.  Peru  and 
the  Pacific  republics  earnestly  protested  against 
it  on  its  coming  accidentally  to  the  light ;  and 
if  the  United  States  has  been  silent  on  the  sub- 
ject, it  is  probably  because  our  government, 
under  the  pressure  of  grave  affairs  at  home,  has 
not  been  able  to  give  to  the  southern  continent 
that  attention  Avhich  events  transpiring  in  that 
quarter  now  more  than  ever  demand. 

This  treaty,  from  an  American  stand-point, 
is  wholly  indefensible,  for  it  implies  the  right 
of  one  nation  to  overthrow  the  government  of 
another — a  right  which  belongs  alone  to  the 
people  by  whom  that  government  was  erected ; 
it  attempts  to  make  a  distinction  in  w^ar  be- 
tween the  government  and  people  of  a  state — a 
distinction  which  is  not  founded  in  common- 
sense,  nor  recognized  by  the  law  of  nations  ;  it 
pledges  the  contracting  parties  to  a  prearranged 
division  of  the  territory  of  their  adversary,  to 
the  plunder  of  her  arsenals,  the  permanent  de- 
struction of  her  fortresses,  to  a  division  of 
"booty;"  denies  to  her  perpetually  the  right  to 
keep  arms,  even  for  the  maintenance  of  public 
order ;  and  at  the  end  of  five  years,  now  almost 
expired,  withdraws  even  the  pretended  guaran- 
tees of  her  independence,  thus  virtually  consent- 
ing that,  in  her  weak,  crippled,  disarmed,  and 
almost  depopulated  condition,  she  shall  remain 
at  the  mercy  of  whichever  of  the  allies  may 
choose  to  appropriate  the  remnant  of  her  terri- 
tory. If,  after  the  first  of  May  next,  Brazil 
should  decide  to  appropriate  what  remains  of 
Paraguay  in  order  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
war,  according  to  Article  14  of  the  treaty,  will 
the  Argentine  Republic  consent  to  this  measure  ? 
If  not,  will  she  take  arms  to  prevent  it  ?  The 
issue  of  such  a  struggle  can  not  be  doubtful. 
The  Argentine  confederation,  weak  in  its  in- 
ternal organization,  forever  harassed  by  exist- 
ing or  threatened  revolution,  Avithout  the  de- 
voted and  heroic  people  Avho  have  immortalized 
the  Paraguayan  name,  with  a  country  not 
adapted  to  defense,  without  fleet  or  army,  will 
lie  at  the  absolute  mercy  of  Brazil.  Can  any 
one  doubt,  then,  that  the  favorite  dream  of  the 
empire — the  complete  control  of  the  La  Plata, 
and  the  possession  of  the  entire  continent  east 
of  the  Andes — Avill  be  rapidly  accomplished  ? 

The  absorption  by  an  empire  based  on  hu- 
man slavery  of  the  neighboring  republics  may 
not  be  looked  upon  with  favor  by  civilized  na- 
tions ;  but  if  the  policy  of  non-intervention  by 
the  United  States,  which  the  allies  so  loudly 
commend  at  this  moment,  be  continued  to  the 
end,  it  can  not  be  prevented.  Would  such 
absorption  be  for  the  interest  of  these  nations, 
or  benefit  the  commerce  of  the  world  ?  Clear- 
ly not.    Brazil  has  not  the  people,  nor  the  en- 
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terprise,  nor  the  means,  nor  the  will,  to  de- 
velop even  her  own  resources.  The  Brazilian 
people  are  weak  and  effeminate.  Their  very 
army  is  recruited,  in  part,  from  the  galleys  and 
from  the  unhappy  slaves,  who  are  sent  to  the 
front  in  exchange  for  honors  conferred  upon 
their  masters.  They  are  as  jealous  of  foreigners 
as  the  Oriental  nations,  and,  in  like  manner, 
are  wrapped  up  in  the  constant  and  absurd  con- 
templation of  their  own  imaginary  greatness. 
Yet  with  such  a  population  the  emperor,  Don 
Pedro,  moves  on  with  steady  step  toward  the 
accomplishment  of  his  grand  designs  of  ex- 
tension. There  can  be  no  better  proof  of  his 
extraordinary  ability.  Nor  is  any  needed  ;  for 
he  is,  beyond  doubt,  a  wise  and  accomplished 
ruler.  He  is,  moreover,  surrounded  by  advis- 
ers who,  if  they  possessed  in  their  international 
policy  and  dealings  the  one  great  quality  of 
common  honesty,  Avhich  the  steady  citizen  of 
Anglo-Saxon  race  is  wont  to  commend  in  gov- 
ernments as  in  individuals,  would  rank  in  the 
opinion  of  the  world,  where  they  clearly  stand 
in  their  own,  among  the  ablest  statesmen  of  the 
day.  Brazil  never  hesitates  to  do  a  profitable 
wrong  which  can  be  atoned  for  by  a  facile  apol- 
ogy. With  her  the  right  is  not  permitted  to 
outweigh  the  expedient,  and  it  would  furnish 
an  interesting  task  to  a  philologist  to  point  out 
and  explain  how  differently  the  words  *' na- 
tional honor"  are  imderstood  and  applied  un- 
der the  equator  and  in  the  temperate  zones. 
These  peculiarities  give  great  advantage  to  her 
diplomacy,  while  the  ability  of  her  financiers 
has  enabled  her  to  sustain  her  credit  Avith  sin- 
gular success. 

Nevertheless  she  is  sorely  pressed  at  the 
present  time.  She  is  pledged  to  a  war  which 
seemingly  has  no  end,  but  becomes  each  day 
more  costly.  Her  expenses  have  been  enor- 
mous, her  people  arc  discontented.  Her  ene- 
my. President  Lopez,  fully  appreciates  her  con- 
dition, and  has  avowed  his  intention  of  ru- 
ining her  financially  and  irretrievably  by  the 
character  of  the  war  which  he  conducts.  He 
has  still,  apparently,  the  means  of  indefinite  re- 
sistance. His  head-quarters,  as  we  write,  are 
established  in  the  direct  geographical  centre  of 
the  republic,  while  the  mountains  which  form 
his  line  of  defense  run  north  and  south  through 
nearly  the  whole  extent  of  Paraguay.  The 
people,  "against  whom  the  war  is  not  waged," 
but  who  have  borne  its  brunt  heroically  for  five 
3'ears,  still  adhere  to  the  fortunes  of  their  Pres- 
ident in  the  defense  of  his  country  with  a  de- 
votion and  constancy  which  have  no  parallel  in 
modern  times.  They  have  starved  to  death  by 
the  hundred ;  they  have  died  by  the  thousand 
in  battle  ;  they  have  abandoned  their  homes 
and  fortunes ;  almost  naked  and  without  food, 
they  have  fought  at  times  for  many  consecutive 
days  and  nights  without  rest  and  without  com- 
plaint ;  they  have  sent  their  children  to  the  field 
to  perish  by  the  thousand  under  the  fire  of  the 
allied  "  civilizers ;"  their  homes  have  been  plun- 
dered and  destroyed ;  their  women  have  been 


given  over  to  the  brutalized  soldiery  of  Brazil ; 
their  cities,  when  taken,  have  been  sacked  ; 
and,  lastly,  by  official  decree,  published  by  the 
allied  government  established  in  Asuncion,  they 
are  doomed  to  the  death  of  traitors,  unless  they 
not  only  betray  but  take  arms  against  their 
countr}^  In  what  is  written  here  there  is  not 
one  word  of  exaggeration.  When  Maximilian 
ordered  that  Mexicans  found  in  arms  against 
him  should  be  shot  there  was  a  universal  out- 
cry among  civilized  nations.  And  yet  it  was 
permitted  to  the  Mexican  patriot  to  retire  to 
his  home,  to  sit  down  in  peace,  and  brood  in 
silent  despair  over  the  lost  cause  of  his  coun- 
try. But  to  the  poor  Paraguayan  even  this 
sad  refuge  is  denied.  It  is  not  for  him  to  de- 
spair of  the  republic  and  bury  his  shame  in  re- 
tirement. Weary  of  war,  and  sick  at  heart,  he 
must  yet  take  arms  against  his  country  and 
help  to  hunt  down  its  President,  or  else  be  de- 
clared a  traitor — and  in  South  America  to  be 
declared  a  traitor  means  punishment  by  death. 
Five  months  have  elapsed  since  this  decree  was 
published,  and  yet  no  voice  has  been  raised  to 
denounce  it. 

Do  those  who  are  accustomed  to  speak  slight- 
ingly of  this  Paraguayan  war  ever  reflect  upon 
the  misery  beyond  telling  which  has  fallen  upon 
that  people,  not  upon  one  nor  many,  but  upon 
all?  There  were  nine  hundred  thousand  peo- 
ple there  five  years  ago ;  two-thirds  of  these 
have  fallen  by  famine,  disease,  and  battle ;  and 
should  the  war  continue  the  whole  race  will  per- 
ish. Five  years  ago  they  were  prosperous  and 
progressive,  building  railroads  and  telegraphs 
and  ships,  and  improving  and  rebuilding  their 
cities  and  towns.  Now  their  chief  cities  have 
been  laid  waste,  their  capital  sacked,  and  there 
is  not  to-day  a  home  in  Paraguay  Avhich  has  not 
been  made  desolate.  To  whom  is  this  charge- 
able ?  The  allies  say  to  the  aggressions  of  Lo- 
pez ;  the  Paraguayans  to  the  ambition  of  Brazil. 
Lopez  claims  that  he  was  compelled  to  fight  in 
self-preservation.  The  allies  declare  in  all  their 
public  documents  that  the  war  was  for  the  vin- 
dication of  their  outraged  honor.  But  they 
have  occupied  the  capital  of  Paraguay  and 
one -half  her  territory;  they  have  destroyed 
two-thirds  of  her  population ;  they  have  taken 
possession  of  the  chief  rivers ;  and  they  have 
brought  upon  the  country  a  misery  and  deso- 
lation that  surpass  description.  Why,  there- 
fore, does  the  war  not  cease  ?  Clearly  because 
the  claim  that  it  is  only  for  the  vindication  of 
national  honor,  and  to  obtain  indemnity  for 
the  past  and  security  for  the  future,  is  like  the 
treaty  of  the  triple  alliance,  of  which  it  is  the 
preamble — a  fraud  and  a  delusion.  No  better 
proof  that  Paraguay  fights  for  her  very  exist- 
ence is  needed  than  this  one  fact — that  the  war 
still  continues.  In  the  face  of  this  the  fair 
promises  of  the  triple  treaty,  and  the  honeyed 
words  of  the  allied  writers  about  civilization 
and  progress  and  liberty,  and  the  other  spe- 
cious phrases  which  are  commonly  used  to  de- 
fend all  false  causes,  can  not  be  received  by 
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honest  men  nor  accepted  by  upright  govern- 
ments as  explaining  either  the  origin  or  the 
objects  of  the  war.    The  war  is  for  conquest 
and  absorption  by  Brazil ;  and  to  permit  such 
conquest  and  absorption  is  contrary  to  the  re- 
ceived and  traditional  principles  of  American 
policy.    We  have  assumed  the  rule  of  protect- 
or of  the  American  republics.    We  played  it 
with  success  and  honor  in  regard  to  Mexico, 
We  encourage  by  popular  sympathy  the  strug- 
gle which  Cuba  carries  on  to  gain  her  inde- 
pendence.   Yet  both  the  government  and  the 
people  sun'ey  with  indifference  the  magnifi- 
cent fight  which  Paraguay  has  maintained  for 
five  long  years  to  preserve  the  independence 
which  she  gallantly  conquered  half  a  century 
ago ;  and  this  independence,  won  from  Spain, 
is  threatened  by  a  monarchy  far  less  enlight- 
ened, whose  dominion  will  be  fatal  to  the  de- 
velopment of  Paraguay,  and  to  the  progress 
initiated  there  eight  years  ago  by  this  very 
ruler  whom  it  is  the  fashion  among  certain 
interested  parties  of  more  or  less  standing  to 
denounce  as  a  barbarian  and  a  "monster  unfit 
to  live."    This  indifference  may  be  explained, 
perhaps,  in  view  of  the  trained  system  of  mis- 
representation which  has  formed  no  secondary 
branch  of  the  war  carried  on  by  the  allies. 
Nevertheless  it  is  cruel  in  the  extreme.  We 
have  offered  our  mediation,  and  it  has  been 
thrice  rejected  by  the  allies,  although  accept- 
ed by  Paraguay.     Is  it  not  time  that  more 
peremptory  measures  were  adopted  in  the  in- 
terest of  civilization,  humanity,  and  republican 
independence  ?    It  cost  us  little  to  save  Mex- 
ico ;  it  will  cost  no  more  to  save  Paraguay. 
One  word  from  our  government  dissolves  the 
alliance ;  limits  forever  the  ambition  of  Bra- 
zil ;  preserves  to  the  world  the  immense  re- 
sources of  the  country  of  the  La  Plata ;  and 
opens  to  the  southern  republics  a  career  of 
rapid  advancement  in  material  wealth  and 
civil  liberty.     That  Buenos  Ayres  should  in 
some  degree  oppose  the  immediate  termina- 
tion of  the  war  is  natural  from  the  fact  that 
the  city  has  grown  rich  upon  the  immense 
sums  expended  there  by  Brazil,  in  supplying 
the  army  and  navy  operating  in  the  upper 
rivers.    But  the  merchants  of  Buenos  Ayres 
should  remember,  if  they  have  at  heart  the 
prosperity  of  their  city,  that,  if  Brazil  sue- 
♦ceeds  in  the  war,  Montevideo  will  become,  as 
well  by  choice  as  by  necessity,  a  city  of  the 
empire,  and  absorb  all  the  commerce  of  the 
La  Plata. 

It  is  of  importance,  moreover,  to  all  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Argentine  Republic  to  weigh  well  the 
meaning  of  the  recent  call  by  Brazil  for  sixty 
thousand  troops,  made  at  the  very  moment  of 
the  official  announcement  that  the  existing  war 
was  virtually  closed.  To  the  Pacific  republic^, 
who  signed  or  sanctioned  the  eloquent  and  elab- 
orate protest  against  the  triple  alliance,  this  fact 
has  a  special  significance,  in  connection  with 
the  resolutions  passed  by  the  Congress  of  the 


United  States  of  Colombia  a  few  months  since, 
expressing  their  sympathy  with  the  President 
and  people  of  Paraguay,  and  congratulating 
them  upon  the  heroism  and  indomitable  valor 
with  which  they  were  defending  republican  in- 
dependence, and  with  the  imperious  and  inso- 
lent demand  for  immediate  explanation  made 
by  the  Brazilian  Minister  upon  the  executive 
of  that  government. 

There  are  numberless  other  reflections  which 
might  well  find  a  place  in  this  article ;  but  it  is 
believed  that  what  has  been  already  said  is  suf- 
ficient to  present  the  subject  fairly  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  reader.  The  writer  is  not  ig- 
norant of  much  that  has  been  written  upon  both 
sides  with  a  view  to  influence  the  judgment  and 
action  of  foreign  nations,  nor  unaware  of  the 
bitterness  of  detraction  and  personal  abuse  ^vith 
which  overzealous  champions  of  the  respective 
causes  are  accustomed  to  assail  all  who  venture  to 
oppose  their  statements  or  convictions.  There  is 
much  to  deplore  in  every  armed  conflict  between 
nations;  and  this  Paraguayan  war  has  given 
more  than  its  full  share  of  horror,  inhumanity, 
and  cruelty  to  swell  the  sad  catalogue  of  human 
wrongs.  Yet  the  writer  firmly  believes,  from 
an  experience  not  gained  in  the  diplomatic  sa- 
loons of  Washington,  nor  from  information  de- 
rived from  partisan  pamphlets,  that  none  but 
Infinite  Wisdom  can  decide  as  to  which  of  the 
contending  parties  has  in  this  contest  most 
grievously  sinned  against  humanity. 

It  is  well,  however,  to  reflect  that  whatever 
wrong  has  been  done  by  either  party  can  not 
change  the  original  purposes  of  the  war,  or  af- 
fect materially  its  results  as  far  as  they  concern 
other  nations.  It  is  not  fair  to  claim  that  the 
war,  on  the  part  of  the  allies,  if  unjust  in  its 
inception,  can  be  defended  by  prophetic  rela- 
tion to  the  vile  but  imaginary  murders  done 
three  or  four  years  later  upon  the  person  of  the 
venerable  mother  of  President  Lopez.  Neither, 
on  the  other  hand,  can  it  be  claimed  in  behalf 
of  Paraguay  that  if  men,  or  women  either,  will 
"  7-ise  again,  with  tiventy  mortal  murders  on  their 
crowns,''  that  the  cause  of  the  republic  is  for  that 
reason  entitled  to  greater  consideration  at  the 
hands  of  foreign  powers,  or  that  the  atrocious  in- 
humanity and  nameless  crimes  charged  against 
the  Brazilian  soldiery  aftect  the  great  interna- 
tional interests  involved  in  the  question  of  the 
La  Plata.  Other  points  of  less  grave  import- 
ance, except  to  certain  individuals  as  to  whose 
welfare,  past,  present,  and  to  come,  the  civil- 
ized world,  including  even  the  American  peo- 
ple, may  be  pardoned  for  being  a  little  indifter- 
ent,  have  intruded  themselves  unhappily,  and 
perhaps  unnecessarily,  upon  the  consideration 
of  the  public  in  connection  with  the  subject  of 
the  war  in  South  America;  but  it  is  believed 
that  these  minor  aftairs  will  not  unduly  influ- 
ence the  final  judgment  of  the  American  people 
upon  a  question  which,  in  its  solution,  must 
necessarily  influence  for  good  or  ill  the  future 
destinies  of  a  continent. 
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A  PROfflSE  IS  A  PROMISE. 

RHODA,  in  her  pale  pink  bonnet  and  white 
gown,  had  paid  particular  attention  to  the 
sermon  of  the  Rev.  Erastus  Bertram  that  Sab- 
bath morning,  as  it  would  seem.  But  in  truth 
she  had  not  heard  a  syllable  after  the  text, 
"  If  ye  love  them  which  love  you,  what  reward 
have  ye  ?"  And  when  at  length  he  gave  out 
the  hymn, 

*'  Let  me  subdue  ray  will, 
Nor  seek  a  selfish  rest; 
Nor  moan  when  he  requires  of  me 
My  dearest  and  my  best," 

then,  for  the  first  time,  he  let  his  gaze  wander 
over  the  church  till  it  lingered  among  the  bright 
curls  on  Rhoda's  forehead.  Had  some  secret 
influence  warned  him  that  she  had  half  a  mind 
to  confide  her  troubles  to  his  keeping?  Or,  as 
her  spiritual  adviser  and  conscience-keeper,  did 
he  perceive  a  new  seriousness  about  the  sweet- 
'  ness  of  the  smiling  mouth — a  seriousness  born, 
perhaps,  of  doubt  and  trouble?  Be  that  as  it 
may,  he  sat  down  now,  a  little  paler  about  the 
lips,  and  listened  with  all  his  might  to  the  rich- 
voiced  choir,  hearing  only  like  one  in  a  trance. 
And  then,  when  the  congregation  rose  up  like  a 
a  perfumed  cloud  and  swept  breezily  out  of 
church,  he  followed  deliberately,  as  if  it  were 
unseemly  for  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bertram  to  follow 
his  OAvn  sweet  will  with  the  others.  But  out 
on  the  lawn  he  overtook  Rhoda,  who  had  been 
in  no  haste  to  leave  the  church  door. 

"Are  you  going  home?"  said  he,  touching 
her  hand  in  pastoral  greeting. 

"  I  was  going  round  to  old  Prude's  cottage 
first,"  she  answered,  looking  hard  across  the 
hills,  as  if  she  could  see  that  humble  edifice. 

*'  I  was  going  there  myself — shall  we  go  to- 
gether?" 

"  Oh  yes ;  why  not  ?    I  am  sure  I  Avould  al- 
ways rather  have  company  than  to  be  alone." 
''  /would  not." 

"Then  perhaps  I  had  better  turn  back," 
laughed  Rhoda,  in  a  merry  peal,  that  echoed 
among  the  hills  and  disturbed  the  Sunday  soli- 
tudes ;  and  then  she  bethought  her  of  her  bur- 
den, and  sighed  drearily. 

"  Ah  ! "  said  he,  "  I  don't  half  like  the  sequel 
to  your  merriment.  The  old  witches  used  to 
say, 

"  '  A  sighing  heart 
Foreruns  a  smart.''' 

"  The  witches  were  right,"  she  said,  gravely. 

"And  yet  you  don't  resemble  one  buflfeting 
with  swollen  waves  of  fate." 

"And  yet  I  am  such  a  one,"  she  persisted, 
her  lips  trembling,  her  eyes  troubled  and  misty 
with  tears. 

"Indeed,  indeed,"  he  murmured,  "forgive 
my  trifling  !  I  did  not  dream,  I  did  not  believe 
trouble  ever  dared  visit  such  as  you.  What 
right  has  the  rose  to  hang  her  head  ?" 

"  Oh,  Mr.  Bertram,  don't  laugh  at  niS;  in- 
deed I  am  sorely  troubled.  I  have  been  think- 
ing all  day  of  you — " 


"  Of  me !"  ecstatically. 

"And  wondering  would  I  have  the  courage 
to  speak  to  you,  to  tell  you — " 

"Tell  me  every  thing,  dear  child,  every 
thing  that  is  in  your  heart." 

"And  you  will  promise  not  to  laugh  or  scold 
me  ?" 

"I  will  promise  not  to  laugh  or  scold  you." 

"But  you  will  help  me?  You  will  show  me 
the  way  to  go ?    I  rely  on  you." 

"  I  will  show  you  the  way  to  go,  according  to 
my  light." 

"  Oh,  but  he  loves  me  so,  after  all.    He — " 
"Who  loves  you?"  he  questioned,  almost 
fiercely. 

"  My  father.  He  means  it  for  the  best ;  but 
oh,' it  is  hard  !" 

"What  is  hard,  Miss  Rhoda?  You  have 
not  told  me." 

"No.  It  was  something  I  promised  once,  a 
great  while  ago,  when  I  was  sixteen." 

"A  great  while  ago,"  he  repeated,  smiling 
sadly. 

"Yes ;  it  was  before  you  came.  I  am  twen- 
ty now." 

"  Yes.    And  you  promised  ?" 

"  It  was  after  Amy's  misfortune,  you  know  ; 
after  she  had  married  Eliot  Rankin,  in  spite  of 
every  body  ;  after  he  had  deserted  her,  and 
she  had  died  of  a  broken  heart,  and  left  us  all 
alone.  We  were  so  down-hearted  then.  Amy 
had  been  my  father's  boast,  and  he  was  almost 
crazed.  And  then  he  made  me  promise — for 
he  had  a  feeling  that  I  should  follow  in  her 
footsteps — he  made  me  promise  to  marry  wdiom 
he  should  choose,  and  no  other ;  and  I  prom- 
ised.   And  oh,  he  has  chosen,  he  has  chosen !" 

Mr.  Bertram  walked  on  by  her  side,  in  the 
green  gloom  of  the  overarching  boughs,  in  ut- 
ter silence ;  twice  his  lips  had  moved,  as  if  he 
would  have  spoken,  but  no  sound  had  come ; 
instead  of  that,  a  sort  of  ghastly  pallor  had 
been  creeping  like  a  shadow  over  lip  and  brow. 

"  Oh,  you  are  not  well,  Mr.  Bertram  !"  cried 
Rhoda,  regarding  him.  "It  is  so  selfish  of 
me  to  trouble  you,  when  you  have  so  much 
to  think  of ;  but,  you  see,  I  have  no  mother, 
no  sister — " 

"And-your  lover.  Miss  Rhoda?"  suggested 
Mr.  Bertram — "the  person  your  father  has 
chosen?" 

The  color  played  across  Rhoda's  face  like 
red  lightnings,  while  she  stooped  to  pluck  a 
clover  growing  on  the  way-side  before  replying, 

"  Oh  it  is  wrong,  perhaps,  quite  wrong;  but, 
Mr.  Bertram,  I  do  not  love  Mmf'^ 

"You  do  not  love  him  ?"  he  repeated,  as  one 
might  read  a  death-warrant ;  "  you  do  not  love 
him  ?" 

"Do  not  look  at  me  so,"  she  entreated;  "it 
makes  me  feel  guilty ;  and  yet,  how  can  I  help 
it?    He  has  never  said  '  love '  to  me." 

"How,  then — "  began  Mr.  Bertram. 

"  Oh,  it  is  all  my  father's  mistake,  you  see. 
He  says  to  me,  '  Rhoda,  when  I  am  dead  you 
will  be  a  rich  woman.    You  will  have  many 
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suitors  then  who  will  love  your  money,  child, 
and  you  may  not  be  wise  enough  to  discrimin- 
ate. Now  here  is  one  who  loves  you  so  much 
he  can  hardly  trust  himself  to  look  at  you — 
who,  because  you  are  rich  and  he  is  poor,  would 
never  have  courage  to  cross  the  gulf,  unless  you 
bridged  it  for  him.'  And  then  I  answer  him, 
'But,  father,  do  you  wish  me  to  go  to  him 
and  say,  ' '  Dear  Sir ;  here  am  I,  Avith  all  my 
worldly  goods,  going  a-begging — pray  take 
mercy  on  me?"  '  'No,'  my  father  answers; 
'  but  show  him  that  he  has  a  chance  at  stake, 
that  he  is  as  agreeable  to  you  as  another.' 
And  so  I  must,  for  I  have  promised ;  and  yet, 
Mr.  Bertram,  I  do  not  love  him." 

"And  how,  then,  can  I  help  you  ?"  Mr.  Ber- 
tram asked. 

"  You  can  tell  me  what  it  is  right  to  do.  If 
I  must  keep  my  word  with  my  father  —  if  I 
must.'^ 

"It  is  a  plain  question,"  said  he,  "but  take 
heart ;  because  you  do  not  love  this  young  man 
now  is  no  reason  why  you  should  not  love  him 
by-and-by.  We  always  love  our  own.  And  then, 
as  to  the  other  matter,  a  promise  is  a  promise 
and  the  ashen  hue  never  once  forsook  his  coun- 
tenance while  he  spoke,  and  his  eyes  looked  out 
straight  before  him,  without  a  tremor  in  their 
blue-veined  lids,  as  if  he  saw  the  sorrow  of  his 
future,  but  refused  to  flinch  before  it,  while 
his  voice  had  a  strange  -^olian  tone,  both 
sweet  and  mournful,  like  the  wind  that  blows 
over  solitary  mountain  heights  in  spring  —  a 
tone  that  might  have  been  a  sob. 

"Then  the  die  is  cast,"  she  said,  pensively. 
"  Thank  you  for  showing  me  the  way." 

"It  is  sorry  help,  I  fear.  Still,  that  word 
'love'  has  a  marvelous  power;  you  can  not 
speak  it  without — without  feeling  it,  nor  hear 
it  spoken.  When  he  speaks  it,  I  believe  you 
will  listen." 

"I  mvst^  you  know,"  she  said.  "  See,  here's 
Prude's  cottage  ;  you  are  coming  in  ?" 

"I  think  not,  to-day  ;  I  am  not  quite  well — 
not  quite  myself.  But  shall  I  come  and  see 
you  sometimes,  and  see  how  the  charm  works  ?" 

"Yes;  come  and  help  me  keep  my  promise 
— if  you  can." 

"  It  Avill  be  best  to  grow  used  to  things  so," 
thought  this  young  man,  retracing  his  steps 
through  green  glooms  and  freckled  sunlight ; 
"all  my  life  long  to  see  her  come  and  go,  an- 
other's !  To  plead  the  cause  of  my  rival,  to 
put  my  hand  to  my  own  undoing — oh,  this  is 
too  hard  I    But  a  promise  is  a  promise.^^ 

So  it  happened  that  Mr.  Bertram  went  a  lit- 
tle more  frequently  than  before  to  the  house  on 
the  hill,  hidden  among  its  gardens;  because 
there  was  such  a  cheerful  contrast  between  the 
lodgings  where  no  one  waited  for  him  and  the 
fragrant  apartments  over  which  Ehoda  presided 
— such  a  difference  between  the  gentle  Avarmth 
of  her  manner  and  the  careless  greetings  with- 
out. And  besides,  there  was  a  secret  between 
them,  which,  by  virtue  of  his  unconstrained  in- 
tercourse, he  must  seem  to  forget,  and  yet  must 
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always  hold  in  bitter  remembrance.  So  he 
came  again  and  again,  and  read  the  Greek 
poets  with  her  father,  and  discussed  theologies 
and  isms ;  and  wondered  which  of  the  hand- 
some youths  clustered  about  Rhoda's  chair  Avas 
the  Fairy  Prince. 

"You  don't  talk  to  me  at  all,"  pouted 
Rhoda,  one  day,  detaining  him  on  his  Avav 
out.  "  You  think,  because  I  can't  understand 
Greek,  I  am  only  fit  for  the  discourse  of  boys," 

"  No.  I  listen  to  you  a  great  deal,"  he  an- 
SAvered,  "which  is  much  better  than  that  you 
should  listen  to  me." 

"Allow  me  to  contradict  you;  I  hear  you 
and  father  saying  such  delightful  things  about 
the  Pre-Adamite  period  and  all  that,  and  I  try 
to  listen,  and  then  these  vain  babblers  come  in 
Avith  a  commonplace,  and  all's  lost." 

"I  pity  you,  profoundly,"  he  said,  mock- 
ingly. 

"And  pity  is  akin  to  love,"  A^entured  one  of 
these  same  babblers. 

And  then  Mr.  Bertram  took  up  his  hat  and 
made  his  boAv,  before  he  should  be  tempted  to 
retort,  and  shoAV  how-  little  the  chance  arrow 
had  gone  astray.  After  this,  perhaps,  another 
man  Avould  have  absented  himself  and  shoAvn 
his  colors,  but  Erastus  Bertram  Avas  one  to  face 
the  Avorst  at  the  outset ;  besides,  he  Avould  rath- 
er not  mildew  her  rose-tinted  youth  Avith  any 
vain  regrets  of  his  OAvn.  And  then,  accustom- 
ing himself  to  seeing  her  fair,  but  not  for  him, 
he  would  one  day,  perhaps,  find  himself  disen- 
chanted ;  and  though  the  thought  of  such  a  se- 
quel gave  him  a  pang  like  a  SAvord-thrust,  still 
it  Avas  simply  better  than  covetousness  and 
breaking  of  the  laAV  which  he  had  been  sent  to 
fulfill. 

One  day  there  AA^as  a  Avedding  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, where  Mr.  Bertram  performed  the 
ceremony,  and  where  Rhoda,  in  a  cloud  of  pink 
tulle,  Avas  bridemaid. 

"I  hope  that  the  next  Avedding  Avill  be 
yours,"  spoke  the  bride,  from  under  the  bur- 
den of  her  congratulations  ;  and  Rhoda,  blush- 
ing like  an  incarnation  of  sunset,  looked  up 
and  caught  the  gaze  of  Mr.  Bertram  fixed 
upon  her. 

"You  see,"  she  said  to  him,  apologetically, 
as  it  Avere,  "I  begin  to  think  my  father  was 
mistaken,"  holding  her  wine-glass  up  between 
them,  and  idly  crumbling  her  cake. 

"  The  man  is  a  blockhead,"  he  said,  hotly. 

"Indeed  he  is  no  such  thing,"  she  returned, 
firing  at  the  suggestion. 

"I  beg  your  pardon" — that  any  living  man 
could  be  insensible  to  so  fiiir  a  f^ice,  or  a  man- 
ner so  Avinsome,  Avas  proof  positive  of  a  block- 
head—  "I  beg  your  pardon,  but  I  can't  re- 
tract." 

"  It's  because  you  don't  know  him  ;  he  is 
very  different  from  a  blockhead,"  she  insisted. 

"Ah!  sits  the  Avind  in  that  corner?"  he 
laughed,  uneasily. 

"And  Avhat  if  it  docs?"  she  ansAvered,  arch- 
ly.   "Am  I  not  fulfilling  your  prophecy ?" 


432 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE, 


"  So  you  see  him  often  ?" 
Quite  often, "  dropping  her  gaze  like  a  plum- 
met into  her  glass,  as  if  to  catch  the  bubble  of 
sunshine  coiled  there  in  the  heart  of  the  molten 
ruby. 

That  night,  when  Mr.  Bertram  found  him- 
self alone,  he  bestowed  one  long  look  upon  his 
reflection  in  the  mirror.  What  was  there  to 
attract  ?  A  transparent,  colorless  skin  ;  eyes 
too  pale  to  darken  with  expression  ;  a  nose  too 
large  for  symmetry  ;  a  mouth  lacking,  just  now, 
the  smile  which  made  the  whole  flash  with  mean- 
ing. 

"No  wonder,"  he  said,  as  the  shadowy  face 
confronted  him  ;  "  I  feel  as  if  it  were  my  ghost." 
And  then  he  put  out  the  light  and  sat  in  dark- 
ness, trying  to  reason  himself  into  acquiescence 
with  Fate. 

After  that  there  was  the  parish  picnic  to  go 
through  with ;  and  was  it  not  a  hardship  to 
watch  Rhoda  and  young  Theriott  unpack  the 
hampers  together  and  spread  the  tables,  with 
much  laughter  and  many  "asides?"  What 
tender  things  might  not  be  said  between  while, 
what  glances  exchanged  ? 

Oh,  if  one  could  only  choose  the  color  of 
one's  hair,  the  shape  of  one's  nose  !  But  wliat 
unholy  thouglits  for  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bertram  to 
cherish.    Avaunt,  Satan ! 

"Mr.  Bertram,"  called  Rhoda,  "if  you  de- 
sire to  be  useful  as  well  as  ornamental,  come 
and  squeeze  these  lemons  with  me,  while  Mr. 
Theriott  goes  on  a  pilgrimage  to  the  spring." 

"With  all  my  heart,"  says  Mr.  Bertram. 

"Oh,  we  want  your  hands  here,  not  your 
heart!" 

"But  you  don't  want  my  hand  without  my 
heart?" 

"No,"  said  Rhoda,  quite  gravely,  adjusting 
a  lemon  in  the  machine ;  and  then  the  lemon 
fell  out,  and  both  reaching  to  rescue  it  their 
hands  met  over  it,  their  eyes  met  above  it,  un- 
wonted tremors  shook  Mr.  Bertram's  soul,  his 
lips  parted  and  trembled;  and  just  then,  in  the 
sudden  hush,  there  came  a  voice,  like  the  voice 
of  God  walking  in  the  garden,  and  some  one 
on  the  further  side  of  the  laurel  bushes,  but 
quite  hidden,  was  saying  to  her  tete-a-tete,  in  the 
way  of  conversation,  "  But  a  promise  is  a  prom- 
ise, you  know ;"  and  Mr.  Bertram  plucked  away 
his  hand,  picked  up  the  mischievous  lemon,  and 
wrung  it  dry  with  one  eifort. 

"  Who  would  think  there  was  so  much  in  the 
little  thing  ?"  he  questioned.  "  Some  one  says 
that  marriage  is  lemonade,  but  a  single  life  is 
milk  and  water."  And  then,  certain  that  he 
had  said  the  very  worst  thing  he  could  have 
said,  he  fell  to  his  task  with  a  will.  As  for 
Rhoda,  she  meddled  no  more  with  the  lemons, 
but  sat  with  folded  hands  till  he  asked  her  to 
bring  him  the  sugar.  He  fancied  she  was  hurt 
or  off'ended.  Had  he  lost  control  of  his  secret  ? 
Did  she  despise  him  because  she  had  heard  his 
heart  beating  at  his  lips?  And  yet  he  had 
thought — but  that  could  not  be,  it  was  an  illu- 
sion, something  not  possible.     And  thus  he 


abandoned  himself  to  the  moment,  and  sought 
to  divert  her,  as  well  as  to  forget,  for  the  time. 
But  a  sudden  eclair cissement  had  happened  to 
Rhoda ;  as  one  sees  the  landscape  in  a  flash  of 
lightning,  standing  out  like  an  intaglio,  so  she 
had  seen  and  comprehended  the  situation. 

When  she  had  first  gone  to  Mr.  Bertram  for 
help  it  had  been  rather  to  satisfy  herself  that 
she  was  a  martyr,  and  to  make  sure  that  there 
was  no  escape ;  and  so  she  had  gone  on  satis- 
fying herself,  till  now  the  features  of  the  case 
were  assuming  a  new  and  alarming  expression. 
In  brief,  she  had  grown  to  love  her^nartyrdom, 
and  lo,  by  her  own  act,  she  had  put  it  beyond 
her  reach ! 

You  see,  perhaps,  what  an  audacious  little 
manoeuvrer  she  had  been,  and  how  richly  re- 
warded. She  had  said  in  her  heart,  "I  sup- 
pose I  must  keep  my  promise,  if  opportunity 
ofl'ers"" — opportunity  being  an  alias  for  the  young 
man  in  question — "but  surely  a  clergyman  will 
know  best.    In  the  mean  while, 

'I  love  not  hollow  cheek  nor  faded  eye.* 

All  is  fair  in  love  and  war,  and  this  is  both,  I 
hope  I'm  not  conceited,  but  it's  my  belief  that 
if  a  man  loves  one  he  will  say  so,  rich  or  poor. 
I  don't  subscribe  to  that  romance  of  papa's ; 
so  if  he's  an  '  honorable  man,'  he  won't  trespass 
on  what  he  thinks  belongs  to  another,  and  thus 
the  opportunity  won't  ofl'er;  and  if  he  isn't  an 
honorable  man,  papa  won't  hold  me  to  the  prom- 
ise.   So  that's  settled." 

How  effectually  settled  she  little  dreamed ; 
nor  how  love,  like  fire,  has  a  knack  of  smoul- 
dering and  lying  perdu  in  unlikely  places,  await- 
ing the  friction  of  circumstances ;  that,  fatal  to 
name,  love  is  always  near  when  one  thinks  of 
it.  Truly,  if  Fate  were  wont  to  sound  a  trumpet 
before  her,  one  would,  perhaps,  be  ready  for 
the  emergency. 

Accordingly,  the  parish  of  Meriden  was  elec- 
trified on  the  following  week  by  the  unexpect- 
ed resignation  of  their  pastor,  the  Rev.  Erastus 
Bertram.  There  were  a  host  of  rumors  rife 
anent  the  matter;  some  were  convinced  that 
he  was  going  abroad  for  his  health,  which,  un- 
fortunately for  their  reputation  for  sagacity, 
was  not  impaired ;  others,  again,  fancied  he 
must  have  received  some  fabulously  magnifi- 
cent call  from  the  Far  West ;  while  yet  others 
spoke  of  legacies,  and  hinted  at  a  change  of 
faith,  and  an  ivory  crucifix  hanging  in  his 
study.  There  was  only  one  person  behind  the 
scenes,  and  that  was  Rhoda. 

But  since  it  was  inevitable,  the  good  people 
who  appreciated  him  vied  with  each  other  to 
make  the  parting  a  merry  one ;  and  there  fol- 
lowed a  round  of  tea-drinkings,  which  Mr,  Ber- 
tram must  seem  to  enjoy,  though  Rhoda  ab- 
sented herself  from  every  one  ;  and  what  pleas- 
ure in  sipping  nectar  and  ambrosia  without  her? 
Buff'alo  meat,  cooked  on  sticks  before  a  brush- 
wood fire,  would  have  been  satisfying  if  she  sat 
beside ;  but  not  all  the  wine  of  life  and  the 
spice  thereof  could  atone  for  her  absence — could 


THE  GAME  WATER-FOWL  OF  AMERICA. 


be  other  than  tasteless  without  her.  "  She  is 
afraid  of  me  now,"  he  thought.  "It  is  well 
that  I  am  to  go — well  for  us  both and  then, 
when  the  day  drew  near  for  him  to  leave  the 
dear  fields  of  Meriden,  where  he  had  loved  and 
labored,  dreamed  and  despaired,  he  went  to 
make  his  last  call  at  the  shrine  on  the  hill. 

He  found  Miss  Bhoda  in  the  coziest  chair, 
in  the  sunniest  window,  Avith  the  last  new  nov- 
el, enjoying  life  like  a  kitten,  he  thought :  but 
he  did  not  know  that  the  leaves  of  the  novel 
were  uncut  and  sprinkled  with  tears ;  that  the 
heart  under  the  embroidered  muslin  was  flut- 
tering like  a  frighted  bird ;  that  the  little  per- 
son, with  the  air  of  unconcern  and  the  quiet 
eyes,  was  face  to  face  with  the  great  possibil- 
ity of  life,  and  knew  it. 

"I  have  come  to  say  good-by,"  he  said,  at 
first. 

"That  is  a  naughty  word,"  giving  him  her 
hand  languidly — "  a  wicked  word,  and  I  refuse 
to  listen  to  it." 

"I  am  sorry  to  say  it,"  he  returned;  "but 
there  are  some  disagreeable  words  that  must  be 
said  and  heard  ;  and  this  is  one." 

"Why  mvst?''^  giving  him  the  tantalizing 
benefit  of  her  glance. 

"Because  circumstance  controls  me." 

"  Outrageous  circumstance  ;  I  should  like  to 
take  it  by  the  throat." 

"  That's  just  what  I  have  done,  in  order  that 
it  sha'n't  seize  me  in  a  more  vital  place." 

"  Well,  we  are  all  the  slaves  of  circumstance, 
Mr.  Bertram,"  pathetically.  "So  you  don't 
care  at  all  about  my  struggles  with  fate,  or  you'd 
stay  and  help  me  out ;  you  haven't  any  interest 
in  us  now." 

"Indeed,  I  have  the  deepest  interest.  If  I 
have  seemed  indifferent  to  your  struggles,  be- 
lieve me  it  was — it  was  because  I  could  not 
seem  to  interfere ;  not  want  of  interest,  not 
that." 

"And  I  dare  say  you  are  not  at  all  curious 
about — about — any  tldmjf 

"  I  should  be  afraid  to  say  liow  curious,"  with 
a  cold  spasm  about  the  region  of  the  heart. 

"Perhaps  you  may  not  recall  what  I  once 
told  you  about  this  matter,"  she  essayed,  her 
voice  faltering  treacherously. 

"To  the  contrary,  I  recall  every  thing;  I 
— I  remember  the  promise  made  in  a  moment 
of  heroism — not  but  all  your  moments  are  he- 
roic"—  smiling  faintly  —  "your  father's  choice 
and  the  terrible  fact  that  you  did  not  love  him." 

"Yes;  but  you  know,"  hesitatingly,  "that 
— is — no — longer — a  fact." 

For  one  instant  Mr.  Bertram  believed  that 
his  powers  of  speech  were  paralyzed  ;  there 
was  a  strange,  singing  noise  in  his  ear  which 
took  the  tune  of  the  old  hymn  he  had  dreamily 
listened  to  one  eventful  Sabbath  evening  : 

"Let  me  subdue  my  will, 
Nor  seek  a  selfish  rest. 
Nor  mourn  when  he  requires  of  me, 
My  dearest  and  my  best  ;" 

then  a  cold  chill  bathed  him  like  an  atmos-  I 
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phere,  and  all  his  nerves  stirred  and  pricked 
him  into  double  consciousness.  He  rose  then, 
and  staggered,  rather  than  walked,  to  her  side. 
At  that  moment  there  were  two  sensations  strug- 
gling for  the  mastery — pain  at  his  own  infinite 
loss,  and  pleasure  at  her  incalculable  gain. 

"It  is  a  great  thing,"  he  said,  in  a  glow  of 
enthusiasm,  pushing  his  pain  out  of  sight  for 
the  nonce ;  "  you  have  chosen  the  right,  and 
reaped  the  rich  reward.  You  have  that  which 
neither  moth  nor  rust  doth  corrupt — love,  the 
immortal.    It  is  surely  a  miracle." 

"Oh,  do  not  speak  to  me  so  about  it!"  she 
cried;  "I  have  nothing,  absolutely  nothing. 
I  have  given  all,  but  he — he  returns  me  no- 
thing!" 

"Is  the  man  a  dolt ?" he  exclaimed,  not  once 
questioning  why  she  should  give  him  such  con- 
fidence, but  carried  along  by  the  swollen  cur- 
rent of  his  emotions.  "Is  he  mad?"  he  pur- 
sued ;  "  does  he  know  that  he  is  throwing  away 
that  for  which  another  goes  hungry  all  his  days  ? 
The  best  of  earth ;  the  breath  of  heaven  ?" 

His  words  were  like  sparks  to  her,  struck  out 
beneath  the  anvil,  showing  the  strength  of  feel- 
ing which  produced  them,  and  she  sat  looking 
at  him  there,  with  her  watchful,  troubled  gaze 
— at  the  veins  standing  out  upon  his  forehead, 
at  the  eyes  coruscating  with  the  lightnings  of 
love,  at  the  firm,  unsmiling  mouth. 

"Do  you  know  who  he  is?"  she  asked,  with 
every  pulse  strained  to  de-tect  the  first  change 
in  expression,  the  drooping  of  an  eyelid,  the 
treachery  of  a  muscle.  "No,  you  can  not 
guess — and  I  must  not  tell  you — and  you  will 
go  away  and  never,  never  know — and — " 

And  then,  was  it  something  in  her  stricken 
face,  the  wounded  look  of  the  eyes,  or  an  in- 
spiration of  his  own,  sudden  and  effectual,  that 
gave  wings  to  his  thought  and  words  to  his 
love? 

"  Is  it — can  it,  by  any  possibility,  be  me^  my- 
self? Darling,  let  me  hear  you  say  it,  or  I 
can  never  believe  it.  Do  you  love  me?  Me? 
Will  you  take  me  for  better  or  worse?" 

"  I  think — I  will,"  she  answered,  with  her 
head  upon  his  shoulder,  "because — because — a 
promise  is  a  promise 
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AMONG  the  best  known  of  our  aquatic 
fowl  is  the  Canada  or  wild  goose — Anser 
Canadensis.  It  is  a  welcome  visitor  to  every 
locality  in  our  land,  from  the  ice-bound  shores 
— figuratively  speaking — of  the  great  northern 
lakes  to  the  Gulf.  Its  well-known  "  honk"  is 
considered  the  harbinger  of  approaching  spring 
or  winter.  When  the  birds  are  seen  flying  to 
the  south  in  autumn,  the  knowing  ones  com- 
mence laying  in  their  stock  of  cold-weather 
necessaries  before  the  rise  in  prices ;  if  their 
necks  point  to  the  north  in  the  latter  days  of 
winter,  you  may  be  sure  that  the  sunshine  and 
the  swalloAvs  follow  in  their  wake. 
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The  great  strength  and  depth  of  wind  which 
this  bird  possesses  is  truly  wonderful.  When 
on  the  wing,  it  holds  its  course  uninterrupted- 
ly for  days  following  days,  swifter  than  the 
fastest  locomotive  engine,  its  probable  rate  of 
speed  being  ninety  miles  to  the  hour. 

It  is  the  wariest  of  all  aquatic  fowl.  The 
pot-hunter  who  would  secure  the  Canada  goose 
for  his  portion  must  rise  early  in  the  morning, 
something  more  than  blind  luck  or  the  most 
palpable  cunning  being  required  to  secure  it  as 
a  bag.  In  stalking  them,  the  greatest  skill  and 
caution  are  necessary. 

Some  sportsmen  maintain  that  it  is  useless 
to  attempt  the  stalking  of  a  Canada  goose. 
They  affirm  that  their  extraordinarily  acute 
senses  make  them  aware  of  your  presence  be- 
fore you  are  aware  of  theirs.  It  is  very  easy  to 
get  within  range  of  the  game,  if  the  following 
rules  are  observed : 

1.  Do  not  let  the  game  see  you. 

2.  Do  not  let  the  game  smell  you. 

3.  Do  not  let  the  game  hear  you. 

It  is  somewhat  difficult  to  comply  with  these 
rules ;  but  if  you  can  not,  never  attempt  to  stalk 
geese. 

The  safest  way  to  procure  this  species  of  game 
is  to  build  a  lodge 

"Beside  some  lone  and  sileut  river," 

or  place  which  the  birds  are  accustomed  to 
frequent,  and  wait  until  they  come  to  you.  If 
they  do  not  come,  go  home ;  for  it  is  useless 
to  attempt  any  thing  further. 

The  above  rules,  unreasonable  as  they  seem, 
may  be  complied  with,  only,  however,  by  call- 
ing to  aid  great  experience  and  knowledge  of 
the  habits  of  the  bird.  The  breaking  of  a  twig, 
the  glint  of  the  sun  upon  the  gun-barrel,  the 
change  of  the  wind,  or  the  exhibition  of  any 
part  of  the  hunter  through  the  interstices  of  the 
cover,  may  startle  the  birds,  who  will  be  up  and 
off,  and  regret  is  then  expressed  that  proper 
caution  was  not  exercised.  I  lost,  on  one  oc- 
casion, a  shot  at  a  very  fine  flock  of  geese  on 
account  of  an  unfortunate  sneeze,  which  I  vain- 
ly tried  to  avert. 

Despite  its  wild  nature,  the  Canada  goose  is 
easily  domesticated.  A  friend  of  the  writer 
has  now  in  his  possession  quite  a  number  of 
these  birds,  which  he  has  captured  and  tamed  ; 
they  are  allowed  perfect  freedom,  and  as  yet 
have  manifested  no  disposition  to  return  to 
their  native  state. 

Wilson  expresses  a  probability  that  these 
birds  penetrate  to  the  far  northern  regions,  and 
hatch  and  rear  their  young  under  the  shadow 
of  the  very  pole  itself.  The  theory  is  not  a 
poor  one.  Safe,  as  he  says,  from  the  presence 
of  their  principal  enemy — man — with  an  abund- 
ance of  their  favorite  food,  shut  in  by  eternal 
barriers  of  ice  and  snow,  the  far  north  is  per- 
haps the  only  place  where  they  can  in  safety 
bring  forth  and  educate  their  young. 

The  brant,  brent,  or  barnacle  goose — Anser 
hernicula — is  found  along  the  sea-coast.  It 


congregates  in  large  numbers  among  the  flats 
and  marshes  of  Long  Island. 

The  brent  derives  its  generic  name  from  a 
singular  tradition.  The  belief,  many  years 
since,  was  quite  current  that  the  eggs  of  this 
bird  Avere  usually  deposited  upon  decayed  logs 
or  trees,  and  that  they  assumed  the  form  of 
"barnacles."  From  this  circumstance  the  ge- 
neric designation — Anser  hernicula — is  derived. 
There  is  probably  no  truth  in  this.  The  eggs 
of  the  brent,  according  to  all  authentic  reports, 
are  deposited  and  hatched  in  the  ordinary  man- 
ner. It  flocks  in  large  numbers,  and  is  easily 
decoyed  by  means  of  brush  blinds,  and  so  forth, 
with  the  usual  appurtenances  attached.  AVheu 
a  flock  is  frightened  by  a  gunner,  or  otherwise, 
the  individual  members  of  it  rush  together  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  afford  the  sportsman  a 
chance  to  make  terrible  havoc  among  the  heads 
and  necks.  Large  numbers  are  yearly  slain 
for  the  city  markets. 

As  a  table  bird,  the  brent  is  considered  ex- 
cellent by  some ;  but  very  many  are  opposed 
to  it  on  account  of  a  strong  fishy  flavor.  This 
goose  is  also  much  sought  after  on  account  of 
the  value  of  its  plumage,  which  is  very  fine, 
and  always  commands  a  high  price  in  the  mar- 
ket. 

The  far-famed  canvas-back — Anas  valisne- 
ria — is  probably  the  best-known  of  our  water- 
fowl. Early  in  October  it  commences  to  ar- 
rive from  the  northern  breeding-grounds,  and 
soon  swarms  in  flocks  of  countless  thousands 
all  along  the  coast.  The  Delaware  and  Sus- 
quehanna rivers.  Long  Island  Sound,  and  Ches- 
apeake Bay  seem  to  be  the  favored  places  of 
resort  of  this  most  delicious  fowl ;  and  although 
it  is  annually  slaughtered  by  means  of  all  the 
devices  which  cruelty  and  brutality  can  sug- 
gest, the  above-named  places,  during  the  whole 
of  the  season  are  fairly  alive  with  them. 

Its  presence  in  such  numbers  in  these  wa- 
ters may  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  its 
favorite  food,  the  val'isneria,  or  wild  celery, 
grows  abundantly  in  those  localities.  The 
usual  manner  of  obtaining  the  food  is  by  div- 
ing, and  as  the  root  is  the  only  part  of  the  plant 
which  is  devoured,  a  large  flock  will  leave  con- 
siderable relics  of  their  prowess  in  the  gastro- 
nomic line  behind  them.  These  blades  of  the 
valisneria,  according  to  Wilson,  are  often  found 
strewn  over  the  whole  surface  of  the  water,  or 
blown  into  wind-rows,  resembling  it  to  a  newly 
mown  field. 

The  almost  constant  companion  of  the  can- 
vas-back is  the  fine,  though  somewhat  mis- 
chievous, duck  known  as  the  American  wid- 
geon— Anas  Americana — as  thorough  a  rascal  as 
was  ever  created  ;  a  perfect  parasite,  in  the  true 
sense  of  that  term,  living  almost  entirely  oft" 
of  the  exertions  of  others.  Like  the  canvas- 
back,  the  widgeon  is  extremely  fond  of  the  roots 
of  the  valisneria,  but  being  no  diver,  does  not 
possess  the  means  of  obtaining  them,  except  by 
the  exercise  of  its  strategic  powers.  It  is  ex- 
tremely amusing  to  watch  the  manipulations 
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of  the  thief:  quietly  edging  itself  near  to  a  se- 
lected victim,  it  patiently  waits  until  that  un- 
suspecting creature  disappears  in  quest  of  its 
food ;  a  violent  commotion  now  goes  on  under 
the  water;  it  is  the  struggle  of  the  duck  with 
the  plant ;  finally  the  luckless  canvas-back 
emerges,  blinded  momentarily  by  the  water ; 
the  widgeon  "  gibbles"  quickly  forward,  snatch- 
es the  morsel,  and  is  oflf  ere  the  dupe  has  got 
the  water  out  of  its  eyes.  These  interrupted 
dreams  of  gastronomic  bliss  are  the  causes  of 
much  contention  between  the  two  parties ;  but 
leaving  this  minor  point  of  difference  out  of 
view,  they  are  very  good  friends. 

The  widgeon  is  a  very  game  bird,  and  sets 
off  a  table  to  considerable  advantage.  It  is 
not,  like  the  canvas-back,  confined  to  the  sea- 
coast,  but  is  frequently  seen  as  the  companion 
of  the  mallard  and  other  ducks,  in  our  fresh- 
water creeks  and  marshes. 

Another,  but  a  far  more  congenial  compan- 
ion than  the  last,  is  the  "  red-head,"  a  duck 
very  nearly  allied  to  the  pochard  of  England. 
Fortunately  for  our  friend  the  canvas- back, 
this  bird  is  an  excellent  diver,  and  consequent- 
ly is  not  obliged  to  resort  to  the  harmless  lit- 
tle eccentricities  of  the  widgeon.  It  is  the  in- 
ferior of  its  congener  both  in  excellence  of 
flesh,  game  spirit,  and  stateliness  of  appear- 
ance. This  bird  is  not  unfrequently  palmed 
off  on  unsuspecting  gentry  from  the  "rural 
deestricts"  as  the  bona  fide  canvas-back ;  arul 
these  deluded  creatures  will  protest  that  it  is 
worth  a  "hull  load  of  sprecng  chicken;"  de- 
vouring it  with  great  gusto,  occasionally  vary- 
ing the  performance  by  smackings  of  the  lips 
and  rolling  of  the  eyes. 

The  enormous  prices  which  are  offered  for 
canvas-backs  are  becoming  the  cause  of  their 
rapid  extermination.  A  decrease  in  their  num- 
bers is  now  imperceptible  ;  but  soon,  very  soon, 
their  well-known  "quack"  will  no  longer  glad- 
den the  ear  of  the  hunter. 

The  unprincipled,  and  I  may  say  cowardly, 
manner  in  which  the  canvas-backs  are  usually 
obtained  is  certainly,  to  say  the  least,  shame- 
ful. No  true  sportsman  will  descend  to  or 
countenance  the  wholesale  systems  of  murder 
to  which  these  delightful  birds,  and  all  of  our 
water-fowl  with  them,  are  subjected ;  nay,  I 
will  go  further,  and  say  that  no  true  sportsman 
will  descend  to  the  use  of  decoys,  and  by  so 
doing  degrade  himself  to  the  level  of  the  pot- 
hunter. The  game  should  always  be  allowed 
a  chance  for  life ;  it  should  be  shot  in  a  scien- 
tific and  sportsman-like  manner ;  though  I  pre- 
sume it  is  of  little  difference  to  it  in  which 
manner  it  loses  its  life ;  but  the  point  is,  that 
but  few.  men  can  handle  water-fowl  in  a  scien- 
tific manner,  and  by  this  nobler  manner  of 
hunting  the  destruction  is  stopped.  Decoys, 
blinds,  disguises,  and  ambushes  should  be- 
come an  abomination  in  the  eyes  of  our  sport- 
ing men. 

There  are  many  stratagems  practiced  by 
means  of  which  the  gunner  is  brought  within 
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range  of  his  game ;  a  method  much  practiced 
on  the  Delaware,  during  the  winter  months, 
comes  under  the  head  of  that  class  of  opera- 
tions technically  designated  as  "disguises." 
It  consists  of  decking  out  the  boat  with  white 
substances  so  as  to  resemble  it  to  a  large  cake 
of  ice.  The  birds  will  allow  this  to  float  very 
near  to  them,  at  least  close  enough  to  allow 
the  workers  of  this  singular  craft  to  spread 
death  and  devastation  among  them. 

Another,  and  very  common  method  of  ap- 
proaching, as  practiced  on  Chesapeake  Bay,  is 
that  of  sailing  on  the  ducks.  A  light,  strong 
sail-boat  is  procured,  in  which  the  gunner  places 
himself,  and  allows  the  boat,  seemingly  without 
consciousness  of  doing  so,  to  drift  out  upon  a 
flock.  He  can  usually  approach  within  fifteen 
or  twenty  yards,  which  is  near  enough  for  his 
purpose. 

The  decoy  method,  which  is  well  known,  is 
the  poorest  excuse  of  any  of  these.  There  is 
no  skill  required  in  the  manipulation  of  the 
images.  An  infant  could  kill  enough  with 
them  in  one  day  to  last  a  week. 

It  is  customary  among  the  sportsmen  of 
Chesapeake  Bay  to  provide  themselves  with 
trained  dogs,  which  by  grotesque  actions  decoy 
the  birds  within  range  of  the  hunter,  who  is 
hidden  in  the  bushes.  Some  glaring  object,  as 
a  red  handkerchief,  is  fastened  around  the  body 
of  the  dog,  and  he  is  then  placed  in  full  view 
of  a  flock.  They  notice  the  strange  and  to 
them  unaccountable  antics  of  the  dog,  and  their 
curiosity  overcomes  them.  They  draw  timidly 
near  to  the  place  of  death,  and  the  souls  of  a 
large  proportion  of  their  number  hie  to  the 
"happy  feeding-grounds,"  which  no  doubt,  ac- 
cording to  their  traditions,  are  stocked  with  the 
valisneria  roots,  and  are  free  from  all  interlopers, 
such  as  the  widgeon. 

I  experienced  on  one  occasion  the  joys  and 
sorrows  of  hunting  the  canvas-back.  I  had 
often  allowed  the  rich  and  juicy  flavor  of  a 
well-prepared  bird  of  this  species  to  scatter  ra- 
diations of  pleasure  through  my  very  soul ;  but 
never  had  I  been  "in  at  the  death"  of  any  of 
their  number. 

It  so  happened  that  one  cold  morning  in 
the  latter  part  of  November,  some  years  since, 
I  found  myself  at  Havre  de  Grace,  in  a  light 
skiff,  with  a  companion  at  the  oars.  We  were 
surrounded  with  implements  of  the  chase  and 
other  little  conveniences.  A  handsome,  silky- 
coated  setter  crouched  at  my  feet.  He  bore 
the  reputation  of  being  the  best  retriever  on 
the  Susquehanna. 

Wrapping  myself  in  a  great  shaggy  over-coat, 
I  sat  back  in  the  stern  and  commenced  to  con- 
template. It  was  not  yet  the  hour  of  sunrise  ; 
but  a  faint  purple  tinge  had  begun  to  line  itself 
upon  the  water.  We  drifted  some  two  miles 
from  our  starting-point  ere  we  could  get  light 
enough  to  commence  operations.  It  was  very 
cold;  the  sun  was  peeping  over  the  edge  of 
the  water,  and  by  the  light  of  its  early  blaze 
we  could  distinguish  objects  moving  on  the 
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bosom  of  the  stream,  which  could  be  nothing 
but  canvas-backs.  The  oars  were  taken  in, 
and  we  sank  to  the  bottom  of  the  boat,  the 
locks  of  our  guns  drawn  back  and  their  muzzles 
pointed  over  the  bows  of  the  boat,  which  still 
glided  onward ;  another  ten  feet,  and  we  would 
be  safe.  Gently,  surely,  the  keel  grooved  the 
waters,  until  a  confused  and  startled  quacking 
Jtdmonished  us  to  hasten.  The  shotted  fire 
leaped  simultaneously  from  both  guns,  and  with 
the  report  rose  the  birds.  I  fired  at  them  again, 
but  Charley's  piece,  descending  with  considera- 
ble force  upon  my  osfrontis^  caused  me  to  shoot 
widely  of  the  mark,  drop  my  gun,  and,  Avith 
an  expression  of  mingled  agony  and  rage,  clasp 
my  mutilated  forehead. 

After  a  season  of  sighs  and  groans  I  turned 
to  my  comrade,  who  lay  in  the  bottom  of  the 
boat,  whining  at  a  piteous  rate.  The  poor  fel- 
low had  put  both  of  his  loads  into  one  barrel, 
probably  on  account  of  the  numerous  "nips" 
he  had  indulged  in  previous  to  our  departure 
from  Havre  de  Grace.  The  heavily  loaded  in- 
strument recoiling  had  nearly  dislocated  Char- 
ley's shoulder-joint,  and  whirling  upAvard,  dealt 
me  a  stunning  bloAV. 

After  the  fire  "  Gamin,"  our  dog,  had  leaped 
from  the  boat  to  procure  the  game.  After  al- 
loAving  her  to  bring  in  one  of  the  slaughtered 
"  chosen  fcAV,"  we  called  her  into  the  boat,  and 
reflected  Avhat  fools  Ave  Avere  to  bring  a  dog, 
Avhen  by  a  few  sweeps  of  the  oars  Ave  could  col- 
lect our  quarry. 

Four  fine  canvas-backs  and  one  widgeon  now 
lay  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat,  and  Charley,  with 
a  rueful  shrug  of  his  wounded  shoulder,  re- 
marked that  Ave  had  plenty  of  game,  and  sug- 
gested that  we  return  to  HaATC  de  Grace.  This 
suggestion  Avas  heartily  seconded  by  myself,  and 
carried  by  a  "majority  of  those  present."  As 
the  tide  was  still  going  out,  aa-c  experienced  con- 
siderable difficulty  in  returning ;  but  finally,  aft- 
er the  expenditure  of  an  immense  amount  of 
A^ituperation,  succeeded  in  doing  so.  Thus 
ended  my  first  attempt  to  cut  short  the  exist- 
ence of  any  of  the  species  canvas-back. 

This  duck  appeals  more  directly  to  the  epi- 
cure than  to  the  sportsman.  The  compara- 
tively easy  manner  in  Avhich  they  are  procured 
does  not  particularly  attract  the  amateur,  Avhile 
the  rich,  juicy  flavor  of  the  bird  is  very  agree- 
able to  the  palate. 

The  mallard — Anas  boschas — is  another  of 
our  Avell-knoAvn  game  birds.  It  is  seldom  seen 
along  the  sea-coast,  preferring  the  inland  creeks 
and  marshes  for  places  of  resort.  Coming  to 
us  from  its  breeding-places  in  the  dismal  la- 
goons of  Florida,  it  remains,  a  much  persecuted 
bird,  until  late  in  spring,  Avhen 

"The  hue  of  violets  tints  the  dreamy  air." 

The  great  resemblance  Avhich  the  mallard 
bears  to  our  common  barn-yard  ducks  induces 
the  belief  that  the  last-named  are  the  descend- 
ants of  the  former.  True,  the  marks  of  slavery 
are  set  upon  the  domestic  quacker  ;  its  plu- 


mage is  exceedingly  dull,  and  possesses  not  the 
pleasing  variety  AA^hich  adorns  the  mallard  in 
its  native  state ;  its  gait  is  sluggish,  aAvkAvard, 
and  indiff'erent,  Avhile  that  of  the  Avild  bird  ap-. 
proximates  to  stateliness ;  but  these  character- 
istics do  not  impair  the  commonly-believed 
theory  in  the  least ;  it  is  the  case  in  every  in- 
stance of  a  reduction  from  a  Avild  state  to  one 
of  serfdom. 

The  mallard  ranks  next  to  the  summer  duck 
in  point  of  beauty,  possessing  a  charmingly 
assorted  variety  of  gloAving  and  brilliant  colors 
in  its  plumage  ;  the  dark  emerald  of  the  head, 
the  snowy  Avhite  line  Avhicli  encircles  the  neck, 
the  broAvnish  -  carmine  of  the  chest,  the  gold 
and  blue  and  crimson  of  the  Avings,  the  clear, 
flashing  transparency  of  the  eye,  are  all  beau- 
tiful features. 

Wary  and  strong  of  Aving,  it  excites  the  high- 
est energies  of  the  sportsman.  In  stalking  it, 
great  caution  is  necessary ;  the  breaking  of  a 
tAvig,  the  rustling  of  the  underbrush,  the  ex- 
posure of  any  part  of  the  body,  startles  it,  and 
aAA^ay  it  goes  like  a  flash,  the  silver  flakes  of 
Avater  dropping  from  its  distended  Avings. 

Being  somcAA-hat  susceptible  to  decoys,  and 
as  its  "quack"  is  easily  imitated,  but  A-ery  lit- 
tle skill  is  required  to  draAv  it  into  ambush, 
notAvithstanding  its  usual  Avary  and  shy  dispo- 
sition. Its  curiosity  may  be  Avorked  on  to  ad- 
vantage, also ;  like  the  canvas-back,  it  seems 
to  have  a  fondness  for  dogs ;  and  the  red 
handkerchief  fastened  to  the  body  of  one  of 
those  animals  has  peculiar  charms  in  their  de- 
luded eyes.  In  England  they  are  draAvn  into 
ingeniously  contrived  traps  by  means  of  compli- 
cated movements  on  the  part  of  the  decoy-dog. 

The  flesh  of  the  mallard  is  universally  ex- 
tolled as  being  rich  and  highly  flavored ;  in 
point  of  excellence,  hoAvever,  it  ranks  beloAv  the 
canvas-back,  and  the  green  and  blue  winged 
varieties  of  teal.  It  occupies,  hoAA^ever,  a  prom- 
inent position  upon  the  table,  and  is  always 
"clean  picked." 

During  the  high -water  Avhich  prcA'ails  in 
the  Sciota  flats  in  the  spring  of  the  year,  these 
ducks  SAvarm  in  great  numbers  in  the  inun- 
dated corn-fields.  I  have  frequently  shot  as 
many  as  fifteen  or  tAventy  in  a  day,  and  con- 
sidered it  nothing  extraordinary. 

The  Avell-knoAvn  summer  duck — Anas  sponsa 
— claims,  and  is  justly  entitled  to,  the  proud 
designation  of  the  most  beautiful  of  all  our  Ava- 
ter-fowl.  The  remarkable  distribution  of  gor- 
geous coloring,  the  soft  and  delicately  penciled 
tints  of  its  plumage,  and  the  grace  of  move- 
ment AA-hich  this  bird  possesses,  Avould  seem  to 
indicate  a  still  higher  position  among  the  feath- 
ered tribe  than  that  just  named.  The  summer 
duck  might  justly  enjoy  the  appellation  of  the 
most  beautiful  of  American  birds.  It  is  indis- 
criminately knoAvn  as  the  summer  and  Avood 
duck,  the  latter  name  being  assumed  from  the 
fact  of  its  sometimes  alighting  upon  trees  and 
stumps,  and  depositing  its  eggs  in  decayed  logs. 
It  is  the  only  duck  Avhich  remains  Avith  us  dur- 
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ing  the  summer  months  and  breeds.  It  usu- 
ally deposits  its  eggs  in  the  bosom  of  a  hollow 
tree  or  stump,  adroitly  concealing  its  nest  with 
grasses  and  water  ferns.  Unlike  some  varie- 
ties of  duck,  the  female  is  very  watchful  and 
careful  of  the  eggs  ;  and  while  they  are  in  pro- 
cess of  incubation  the  male  is  attentive  and 
kind. 

This  bird,  when  occupied  in  setting  on  her 
eggs,  is  singularly  devoid  of  fear.  Wilson  relates 
an  anecdote  of  a  pair  which  had  built  their  nest 
in  a  hollow  oak  which  overhung  a  creek.  Some 
workmen  were  engaged  not  ten  feet  from  them 
in  building  a  boat.  A  continual  dinging  and 
donging  and  hammering  was  kept  up  from  early 
morn  till  night.  Yet,  undisturbed  by  the  noise 
and  confusion,  the  duck  remained  gallantly  at 
her  post,  and  did  not  leave  it  until,  before  her 
eggs  were  hatched,  some  unpitying  scoundrel 
shot  the  pair. 

This  duck  is  familiarly  known  in  every  part 
of  the  country,  being  a  rare  visitor  to  the  sea- 
coast.  Its  usual  food  is  a  preparation  of  de- 
siccated snails,  acorns,  and  wild  oat  seeds.  It 
usually  flies  in  small  flocks,  more  commonly  in 
pairs ;  and  in  alighting  gives  utterance  to  a  cu- 
rious whistling,  sharply-defined  cry,  which  may 
be  likened  to  the  sound  "  teak."  When  alarmed 
its  note  is  "oo-eek — oo-eek;"  both  of  these 
may,  on  account  of  their  piercing  nature,  be 
heard  at  a  considerable  distance. 

The  wood  duck  is  easily  domesticated,  and 
will  breed  in  captivity.  It  is  no  uncommon 
sight  in  poultry-yards  to  see  a  summer  duck 
v/addling  along  by  the  side  of  some  stately  and 
sedate  old  gander,  whose  grizzled,  gray  quills 
form  a  singular  contrast  to  the  bewilderingly 
beautiful  plumage  of  its  companion. 

The  summer  duck  is  not  sufHciently  wary  to 
give  any  great  amount  of  sport  to  the  hunter ; 
nor  is  their  flesh  considered  any  thing  extraor- 
dinary in  the  gastronomic  line.  It  is,  however, 
a  bird  much  sought  after. 

The  green-winged  teal — Anas  crecca — is  a 
most  delicious  little  bird.  The  epicure  who 
has  not  tasted  the  tender  and  juicy  flesh  of 
the  teal  has  "never  seen  Rome."  In  this 
respect  it  ranks  next  to  the  incomparable 
canvas-back  and  the  red-head.  As  a  game 
bird,  one  that  will  call  into  play  all  the  powers 
of  the  hunter,  it  is  of  equal  importance  with  the 
sharp-eyed  and  flirt-winged  sprigtail  and  the 
mallard.  IL/ike  the  mallard,  it  is  a  fresh-water 
duck,  rarely,  if  ever,  visiting  the  sea-coast.  It 
is  a  friend  and  companion  of  the  mallard,  feed- 
ing with  it  on  the  seeds  of  various  water  grasses. 
It  flies  in  small  flocks  and  feeds  at  night. 

The  green-winged  teal  is  a  beautiful  bird ; 
its  colors  are  very  delicately  defined.  A  fine 
chestnut  streaks  the  emerald  of  its  head ;  its 
chest  and  abdomen  are  of  a  drab  -  brown, 
speckled  with  small  circular  black  spots.  The 
fresh  green  of  the  wings,  and  the  finely-thread- 
ed penciling  of  the  back,  are  characteristics  of 
its  beauty.  It  is  not  known  to  breed  in  the 
United  States.    Late  in  the  spring  it  repairs 


to  Hudson  Bay,  where  it  brings  forth,  accord- 
ing to  Latham,  from  five  to  seven  young  at  a 
time. 

The  blue-winged  teal— Anas  discors— is  the 
first  of  the  family  which  returns  to  us  from 
northern  breeding  haunts.  It  flocks  the  Del- 
aware in  countless  thousands,  and,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  numbers  of  them  fall  yearly  a  prev  to 
the  insatiate  appetite  of  that  creature,  the  pot- 
hunter. It  is  in  the  habit  of  sitting  on  the 
shore  in  the  mud  and  sunning  itself,  and  usu- 
ally groups  so  thickly  that  considerable  num- 
bers may  be  killed  at  a  single  discharge. 
When  a  flock  is  thus  engaged,  the  expe- 
rienced sportsman  pushes  his  bateau  before 
him  until  he  gets  within  range  of  them.  The 
principal  food  of  this  bird  is  the  seed  of  the  wild 
oat.  It  is  found  in  great  flocks  in  the  flooded 
rice-fields  of  the  Southern  States,  and  after  a 
residence  of  a  few  weeks  in  those  inundated 
districts  its  flesh  attains  a  high  degree  of  ex- 
cellence. The  blue-winged  teal  is  charmingly 
marked ;  is  a  strong  and  swift  flyer,  and  an  ex- 
cellent table  bird.  It  brings  a  high  price  in  the 
markets  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia. 

The  pintail  or  sprigtail,  Anas  acuta,  is  a  com- 
mon duck  in  our  waters — that  is,  in  our  fresh 
waters,  as  it  is  rarely  seen  on  the  coast. 

I  have  frequently  had  occasion  to  apply 
many  abusive  epithets  to  this  wary  and  watch- 
ful duck.  Often,  when  stealing  upon  a  fine 
flock  of  teal  or  mallard,  I  have  been  compelled 
to  witness  the  agonizing  spectacle  of  a  "  mount," 
and  to  hear  above  the  general  din  of  the  af- 
frighted birds  the  chattering  note  of  the  sharp- 
eyed  sprigtail.  When  alarmed,  sprigtails  will 
cluster  confusedly  together,  thus  giving  the 
sportsman  an  opportunity  for  a  raking  shot ; 
but  he  generally  loses  that  opportunity,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  ducks  rising  before  their  would- 
be  destroyer  is  within  half  a  mile  of  them, 
more  or  less. 

The  flesh  of  the  pintail  is  excellent,  and 
much  esteemed.  It  usually  brings  a  high  price 
in  the  market. 

But  we  must  bring  these  little  biographies  of 
the  familiar  birds  of  our  waters  to  a  close.  I 
have  not  attempted  any  scientific  descriptions 
of  our  friends  the  water-fowl;  wiser  heads, 
and  better  writers  than  I  can  ever  hope  to  be, 
have  completed  that  work,  so  that  nothing  can 
be  added  to  it.  Wrapped  in  their  eternal 
sleep,  now  rest  the  bodies  of  Wilson  and  Au- 
dubon ;  but  their  spirits  are  with  us  yet,  and 
they  urge  us  to  go  on,  and  seek  out  the  great 
secrets  hidden  in  the  earth,  the  air,  the  wa- 
ter :  their  simple  and  guileless  lives  should  be 
written  in  letters  of  gold  upon  tablets  of  silver. 

May  you  and  I,  my  reader,  live  to  see  the 
day  when  the  game-laws  of  our  land,  now  in- 
efficient and  worthless,  shall  be  redeemed ; 
when  the  wholesale,  cruel,  indiscriminate,  and 
unmanly  slaugiiter  which  is  now  carried  on 
shall  be  abolished ;  and  when  those  miserable 
institutions  —  decoys  and  blinds  and  painted 
boats — shall  be  known  no  more ! 
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Lucy  Wilmot.  |  Mrs.  Vizard. 

/Scene— London,  1716.    Time  occupied  by  tlie  Events  of  the  Play~0:sE  Day. 


ACT  FIRST. 

ScETTE.   Tom's  Coffee-House.  In  the  background,  genile- 
men  seated  in  different  compartments^  or  "  boxes." 

Enter  Walpole  and  Veasey /rom  opposite  sides. 

Veasey.  Ha  !  good  daj',  my  dear  patron. 

Waljyole.  Good  day,  my  dear  friend ; 

You  can  ^;pare  me  five  minutes  ? 

Veasey.  Five  thousand. 

Walpole.  Attend ; 

I  am  just  from  the  king,  and  I  failed  not  to  press  him 
To  secure  to  his  service  John  Veasey. 

Veasey.  God  bless  him ! 

Walpole.  George's  reign,  just  begun,  your  tried 
worth  will  distinguish. 

Veasey.  Oh,  a  true  English  king ! 

Walpole.  Tho'  he  cannot  speak  English. 

Veasey.  You  must  find  that  defect  a  misfortune,  I 
fear. 

Walpole.  The  reverse ;  for  no  rivals  can  get  at  his 
ear. 

It  is  something  to  be  the  one  public  man  pat  in 
The  new  language  that  now  governs  England,  dog 
Latin. 

Veasey.  Happy  thing  for  these  kingdoms  that  you 
have  that  gift. 
Or,  alas  I  thro'  what  shoals  all  our  counsels  would 
drift. 

Walpole.  Yes,  the  change  from  Queen  Anne  to  King 
George,  we  must  own, 
Renders  me  and  the  Whigs  the  sole  props  of  the 
throne. 

For  the  Tories  their  Jacobite  leanings  disgrace, 
And  a  Whig  is  the  only  safe  man  for  a  place. 

Veasey.  And  the  Walpoles  of  Houghton,  in  all  their 
relations, 

Have  been  Whigs  to  the  backbone  for  three  genera- 
tions. 

Walpole.  Ay,  my  father  and  mother  contrived  to 
produce 

Their  eighteen  sucking  Whigs  for  the  family  use, 
Of  which  number  one  only,  without  due  reflection. 
Braved  the  wrath  of  her  house  by  a  Tory  connection. 
But,  by  Jove,  if  her  Jacobite  husband  be  living, 
I  will  make  him  a  Whig. 

Veasey.  How  ? 

Walpole.  By  something  worth  giving : 

For  I  loved  her  in  boyhood,  that  pale  pretty  sister ; 
And  in  counting  the  Walpoles  still  left,  I  have  mist 
her. 

{Pauses  in  emotion,  but  quickly  recovers  himself.) 
What  was  it  I  said  ?— Oh,— the  State  and  the  Guelph, 
For  their  safety,  must  henceforth  depend  on  myself. 
The  revolt,  scarcely  quenched,  has  live  sparks  in  its 
ashes ; 

Nay,  fresh  seeds  for  combustion  were  sown  by  its 
flashes. 

Each  example  we  make  dangerous  pity  bequeathes ; 
For  no  Briton  likes  blood  in  the  air  that  he  breathes. 


Veasey.  Yes ;  at  least  there's  one  rebel  whose  doom 
to  the  block, 

Tho'  deserved,  gives  this  soft-hearted  people  a  shock. 
Walpole.  Lord  Nithsdale,  you  mean  ;  handsome, 
young,  and  just  wedded, 
A  poor  head,  that  would  do  as  much  harm  if  beheaded. 
Veasey.  Yet  they  say  you  rejected  all  prayers  for  his 
life. 

Walpole.  It  is  true ;  but  in  private  I've  talked  to  his 
wife : 

She  had  orders  to  see  him  last  night  in  the  Tower 

And  

Veasey.  Well  ? 

Walpole  {looking  at  his  watch).  Wait  for  the  news— 
'tis  not  yet  quite  the  hour. 
Ah,  poor  England,  I  fear,  at  the  General  Election, 
Will  vote  strong  in  a  mad  anti-Whiggish  direction. 
From  a  Jacobite  Parliament  we  must  defend  her. 
Or  the  king  will  be  Stuart,  and  Guelph  the  Pretender. 
And  I  know  but  one  measure  to  rescue  our  laud 
From  the  worst  of  all  ills— Civil  War. 

Veasey.  True;  we  stand 

At  that  dread  turning-point  in  the  life  of  a  State 
When  its  free  choice  would  favour  what  freedom 
should  hate ; 

When  the  popular  cause,  could  we  poll  population  

Walpole.  Would  be  found  the  least  popular  thing  in 
the  nation. 

Veasey.  Scarce  a  fourth  of  this  people  are  sound  in 

their  reason  

Walpole.  But  we  can't  hang  the  other  three-fourths 

for  high  treason. 
Veasey.  Tell  me,  what  is  the  measure  your  wisdom 

proposes  ? 

Walpole.  In  its  third  year,  bylaw,  this  Whig  Parlia- 
ment closes. 

But  the  law !  What's  the  law  in  a  moment  so  critical  ? 
Church  and  State  must  be  saved  from  a  House  Jaco- 
bitical. 

Let  this  Parliament  then,  under  favour  of  heaven, 
Lengthen  out  its  existence  from  three  years  to  seven. 
Veasey.  Brilliant  thought !   Could  the  State  keep  its 

present  directors. 
Undisturbed  for  a  time  by  those  rowdy  electors, 
While  this  new  German  tree,  just  transplanted,  takes 

root, 

Dropping  down  on  the  lap  of  each  friend  golden  fruit, 
Britain  then  would  be  saved  from  all  chance  of  reac- 
tion 

To  the  craft  and  corruption  of  Jacobite  faction. 
But  ah !  think  you  the  Commons  would  swallow  the 
question  ? 

Walpole.  That  depends  on  what  pills  may  assist 
their  digestion. 
I  could  make — see  this  list — our  majority  sure. 
If  by  buying  two  men  I  could  sixty  secure. 
For  as  each  of  these  two  is  the  chief  of  a  section 
That  will  vote  black  or  white  at  its  leader's  direc- 
tion. 

Let  the  pipe  of  the  shepherd  but  lure  the  bell-wether, 
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And  he  folds  the  whole  flock,  wool  and  cry,  altogether. 
Well,  the  first  of  these  two  worthy  members  you  guess. 

Veasey.  Sure,  you  cannot  mean  Blount,  virtuous 
Seldeu  Blount? 

Walpole.  Yes. 

Veasey.  What !  your  sternest  opponent,  half  Cato, 
half  Brutus, 

He,  whose  vote  incorruptible  

Walpole.  Just  now  would  suit  us  ; 

For  a  patriot  so  staunch  could  with  dauntless  effront- 

j  ery  

Veasey.         Sell  himself? 

IValpole.  Why,  of  course,  for  the  good  of  His  country. 
True,  his  price  will  be  high — he  is  worth  forty  votes. 
And  his  salary  must  pay  for  the  change  in  their  coats. 
Pri'thee,  has  not  his  zeal  for  his  fatherland — rather 
Overburthened  the  lands  he  received  from  his  father? 
Veasey.  Well,  'tis  whispered  in  clubs  that  his  debts 

somewhat  tease  him. 
Walpole.  I  must  see  him  in  private,  and  study  to 
ease  him. 

Will  you  kindlv  arrange  that  he  call  upon  me 
At  my  home,  not  my  ofiice,  to-day— just  at  three? 
Not  a  word  that  can  hint  at  the  object  in  view, 
Say  some  bill  in  the  House  that  concerns  him  and  you ; 
And  on  which,  as  distinct  from  all  party  disputes, 
Members  meet  without  tearing  each  other  like  brutes. 
Veasey.  Lucky  thought — Blount  and  I  both  agree  in 
Committee 

On  a  bill  for  amending  the  dues  of  the  City  

Walpole.  And  the  Government  wants  to  enlighten 
its  soul 

On  the  price  which  the  public  should  pay  for  its  coal. 
We  shall  have  him,  this  Puritan  chief  of  my  foes. 
Now  the  next  one  to  catch  is  the  chief  of  the  Beaux ; 
All  our  young  members  mimic  his  nod  or  his  laugh  ^ 
And  if  Blount  be  worth  forty  votes,  he  is  worth  half. 
Veasey.  Eh  !  Bellair,  whose  defence  of  the  Jacobite 
peers  

Walpole.  Thrilled  the  House ;  Mister  Speaker  him- 
self was  in  tears. 
Faith  I  thought  he'd  have  beat  us.        ll'aking  snvff. 

Veasey.  That  fierce  peroration  

Walpole.  Which  compared  me  to  Nero  — superb 
(firushiny  the  snuff  f  rom  his  lace  lappet)  decla- 
mation I 

Veasey.  Yes ;  a  very  fine  speaker. 

Walpole.  Of  that  there's  no  doubt. 

For  he  speaks  about  things  he  knows  nothing  about. 
But  I  still  to  our  party  intend  to  unite  him — 
Secret  Service  Department — Bellair— a  small  item. 

Veasey.  Nay,  you  jest — for  this  gay  maiden  knight 
in  debate 

To  a  promise  so  brilliant  adds  fortune  so  great  

WaljJole.  That  he  is  not  a  man  to  be  bought  by  hard 
cash. 

But  he's  vain  and  conceited,  light-hearted  and  rash. 
Every  favourite  of  fortune  hopes  still  to  be  greater. 
And  a  beau  must  Avant  something  to  turn  a  debater. 
Hem !  I  know  a  Duke's  daughter,  young,  sprightly, 
and  fair ; 

She  will  wed  as  I  wish  her ;  hint  that  to  Bellair ; 
Ay,  and  if  he  will  put  himself  under  my  steerage, 
Say  that  with  the  Duke's  daughter  I  throw  in  the 
peerage. 

Veasey.  Those  are  baits  that  a  vain  man  of  wit  may 
seduce. 

Walpole.  Or,  if  not,  his  political  creed  must  be  loose ; 
To  some  Jacobite  plot  he  will  not  be  a  stranger, 
And  to  win  him  securely  

Veasey.  We'll  get  him  in  danger. 

Hist. 

Enter  Bellaie,  humming  a  tune. 

Scene  2.   Walvole,  Veaset,  Bei.laik. 
Walpole.  Good  morning.  Sir  Sidney ;  your  speech  did 
you  credit ; 

And  whatever  your  party,  in  time  you  will  head  it. 
Your  attack  on  myself  was  exceedingly  striking, 
Tho'  the  subject  you  chose  was  not  quite  to  my  liking. 
Tut !  I  never  bear  malice.    You  hunt? 

Bellair.  Yes,  of  late. 

Walpole.  And  you  ride  as  you  speak  ? 


Bellair.  Well,  in  both  a  light  weight. 

Walpole.  But  light  weights  have  the  odds  in  their 
favour,  I  fear. 
Come  and  hunt  with  my  harriers  at  Houghton  this 
year ; 

I  can  show  you  some  sport. 
Bellair.  Sir,  there's  no  doubt  of  that. 

Walpole.  We  will  turn  out  a  fox. 
Bellair  {aside).  As  a  bait  for  a  rat ! 

Walpole.  I  expect  you,  next  autumn  !  Agreed  then : 
good  day.  lExit  Walpole. 

Scene  3.    Veasey— Bellair. 

Bellair.  Well,  1  don't  know  a  pleasanter  man  in  his 
way ; 

'Tis  no  wonder  his  friends  are  so  fond  of  their  chief. 
Veasey.  That  you  are  not  among  them  is  matter  for 
grief. 

Ah,  a  man  of  such  stake  in  the  land  as  yourself. 
Could  command  any  post  in  the  court  of  the  Guelph. 

Bellair.  No,  no ;  I'm  appalled. 

Veasey.  By  the  king  ?   Can  you  doubt  him  ? 

Bellair.  I'm  appalled  by  those  Gorgons,  the  ladies 
about  him. 

Veasey.  Good  !  ha,  ha  !  yes,  in  beauty  his  taste  may 
be  wrong, 

But  he  has  what  we  want,  sir,  a  government  strong. 
Bellair.  Meaning  petticoat  government?   Mine  too 
is  such. 

But  my  rulers  don't  frighten  their  subjects  so  much. 
Veasey.  Nay,  your  rulers?    Why  plural?  Legiti- 
mate sway 

Can  admit  but  one  ruler  to  love  

Bellair.  And  obey. 

What,  a  wife  !   Constitutional  monarchy  ?  Well, 
If  I  chose  my  own  sovereign  I  might  not  rebel. 

Veasey.  You  may  choose  at  your  will !   With  your 
parts,  wealth,  condition, 
You,  in  marriage,  could  link  all  the  ends  of  ambi- 
tion. 

There  is  a  young  beauty— the  highest  in  birth, 
And  her  father,  the  Duke  

Bellair.  Oh,  a  duke  ! 

Veasey.  Knows  your  worth. 

Listen :  Walpole,  desiring  to  strengthen  the  Lords 
With  the  very  best  men  whom  the  country  affords. 
Has  implied  to  his  Grace,  that  his  choice  should  be 
clear, 

{Carelessly.)  If  you  wed  the  duke's  daughter,  of  course 
you're  a  peer. 
Bellair.  With  the  Lords  and  the  lady  would  Walpole 
ally  me  ? 

Veasey.  Yes !  and,  if  I  were  you  

Bellair.  He  would  certainly  buy  me ; 

But  I, — being  a  man         [Draics  himself  up  haughtily. 

Veasey.  No  offence.   Why  that  frown  ? 

Bellair  {relapsing  into  his  habitual  ease).  Nay,  forgive 
me.   Tho'  man,  I'm  a  man  about  town  ; 
And  so  graceful  a  compliment  could  not  offend 
Any  man  about  town,  from  a  minister's  friend. 
Still,  if  not  from  the  frailty  of  mortals  exempt. 
Can  a  mortal  be  tempted  where  sins  do  not  tempt  ? 
Of  my  rank  and  my  fortune  I  am  so  conceited. 
That  I  don't,  with  a  wife,  want  thoseTolessings  repeated. 
And  tho'  flattered  to  learn  I  should  strengthen  the 
Peers — 

Give  me  still  our  rough  House  with  its  laughter  and 
cheers. 

Let  the  Lords  have  their  chamber — I  grudge  not  its 
powers ; 

But  for  badgering  a  Minister  nothing  like  ours ! 
Whisper  that  to  the  Minister ;— sir,  your  obedient. 

{Turns  away. 

Veasey  {aside).  Humph !  I  see  we  must  hazard  the 
ruder  expedient. 
If  some  Jacobite  pit  for  his  feet  we  can  dig, 
He  shall  hang  as  a  Tory,  or  vote  as  a  Whig. 

[  Veasey  retires  into  the  background. 
Bellair  {seating  himself).  Oh,  how  little  these  form- 
alist middle-aged  schemers 
Know  of  us  the  bold  youngsters,  half  sages,  half 
dreamers. 

Sages  half?   Yes,  because  of  the  time  rushing  on 
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Part  and  parcel  are  we :  they  belong  to  time  gone. 
Dreamers  half?   Yes,  because  in  a  woman's  fair  face 
We  imagine  the  heaven  they  tiud  in  a  place. 
At  this  moment  I,  courted  by  Whig  and  by  Tory, 
For  the  spangles  and  tinsel  which  clothe  me  with  glory, 
Am  a  monster  so  callous,  I  should  not  feel  sorrow 
If  an  earthquake  eugulphed  Whig  and  Tory  to-mor- 
row ; 

'  What  a  heartless  assertion  !'  the  aged  would  say. 
True,  the  young  have  no  heart,  for  they  give  it  away. 
Ah,  I  love !  and  here— joy  !— comes  the  man  who  may 
aid  me. 

Enter  Blount. 

ScKNE  4.   Bellaik,  Blottnt,  Veasey,  &c. 
Blount  {to  coffee-house  loungers,  ivho  gather  round 
him  as  he  comes  down  the  stage).  Yes,  sir,  just 
from  Guildhall,  where  the  City  has  paid  me 
The  great  honour  I  never  can  merit  enough, 

Of  this  box,  dedicated  to  Virtue  

iCoffee-hov^e  loungers  gather  round. 
Veasey.  And  snuff. 

Blotmt.  Yes,  sir,  Higgins  the  Patriot,  who  deals  in 
rappee. 

Stored  that  box  with  pulvillio,  superfluous  to  me ; 
For  a  public  man  gives  his  whole  life  to  the  nation. 
And  his  nose  has  no  time  for  a  vain  titillation. 

Veasey.  On  the  dues  upon  coal — apropos  of  the  Citj'— 
We  agreed  

Blount.  And  were  beat ;  Walpole  bribed  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Veasey.  You  mistake ;  he  leans  tow'rds  us,  and  begs' 
you  to  call 
At  his  house— three  o'clock. 

Blount  {declaiming  as  if  in  Parliament).  But  I  say, 
once  for  all. 
That  the  dues  

Veasey.  Put  the  case  as  you  only  can  do, 

And  we  carry  the  question. 

Blount.  I'll  call,  sir,  at  two. 

Veasey.  He  said  three. 

Blount.  I  say  two,  sir ;  my  honour's  at  stake. 
To  amend  every  motion  that  Ministers  make. 

[Veasey  retires  into  the  background. 
Blount  {advancing  to  Bellaik).  Young  debater,  your 
hand.   One  might  tear  into  shreds 
All  your  plea  for  not  cutting  off  Jacobite  heads ; 
But  that  burst  against  Walpole  redeemed  your  wh'ole 
speech. 

Be  but  honest,  and  high  is  the  fame  you  will  reach. 
Bellair.  Blount,  your  praise  would  delight,  but  your 

caution  offends. 
Blount.  'Tis  my  way — I'm  plain  spoken  to  foes  and 

to  friends. 

What  are  talents  but  snares  to  mislead  and  pervert 
you. 

Unless  they  converge  in  one  end — Public  Virtue  ! 
Fine  debaters  abound :  we  applaud  and  despise  them ; 
For  when  the  House  cheers  them  the  Minister  buys 
them. 

Come,  be  honest,  I  say,  sir ;  away  with  all  doubt. 
Public  Virtue  commands !   Vote  the  Minister  out ! 

Bellair.  Public  virtue  when  construed  means  pri- 
vate ambition. 

Blount.  This  to  me — to  a  Patriot  

Bellair.  In  fierce  opposition  ; 

But  you  ask  for  ray  vote. 

Blount.  England  wants  every  man. 

Bellair.  Well,  tho'  Walpole  can't  buy  me,  I  think 
that  you  can. 

Blount,  I  saw  you  last  evening  cloaked  up  to  your 
chin ; 

But  I  had  not  a  guess  who  lay,  j^crdu,  within 
All  those  bales  of  broad  cloth,  when  a  gust  of  wind 
rose, 

And  uplifting  your  beaver,  it  let  out  your  nose. 
Blount  {someiohat  confusedly).  Yes,  I  always  am 
cloaked— half  disguised,  when  I  go 
Certain  rounds — real  charity  hides  itself  so ; 
For  one  good  deed  concealed  is  worth  fifty  paraded. 
Bellair.  Finely  said.   Quitting,  doubtless,  the  poor 
yon  had  aided, 
You  shot  by  me,  before  I  had  time  to  accost  you, 


Down  a  court  which  contains  but  one  house;— there 
I  lost  you. 
Blount.  But  one  house  ! 

Bellair.  Where  a  widow  named  Vizard  

Blount  {aside).  I  tremble 

Yes  

Bellair.  Resides  with  an  angel  

Blotmt  {aside).  'Twere  best  to  dissemble. 

With  an  angel !  bah !  say  with  a  girl— what's  her 
name  ? 

Bellair.  On  this  earth,  Lucy  Wilmot. 
Blotint.  Eh  !— Wi]ia<^L  ? 

Bellair.  The  came. ' 

Blount  {after  a  short  pause).  And  how  k>ew  you 

these  ladies  ? 
Bellair.  Will  you  be  my  friend  ? 

Blount.  I  ?  of  course.   Tell  me  all  from  beginning 

to  end. 

Bellair.  Oh,  my  story  is  short.    Just  a  fortnight 
ago, 

Coming  home  tow'rds  the  night  from  my  club  

Blount.  Drunk  ? 

Bellair.  So,  so. 

"Help  me,  help!"  cries  a  voice— 'tis  a  woman's— I 
run — 

Which  may  prove  I'd  drunk  less  than  I  often  have 
done. 

And  I  find— but,  dear  Blount,  you  have  heard  the  re- 
nown 

Of  a  set  called  the  Mohawks  ? 

Blount.  The  scourge  of  the  town. 

A  lewd  band  of  night  savages,  scouring  the  street, 
Sword  in  hand,— and  the  terror  of  all  whom  they 
meet 

Not  as  bad  as  themselves  ',—you  were  safe,  sir ;  pro- 
^  ceed. 

Bellair.  In  the  midst  of  the  Mohawks  I  saw  her  and 
freed  

Blotmt.  You  saAV  Jier—Lncy  Wilmot— at  night,  and 
alone  ? 

Bellair.  No,  she  had  a  protector— the  face  of  that 
crone. 

Blount.  Mistress  Vizard  ? 

Bellair.         The  same,  yet,  tho'  strange  it  appear, 
When  the  rogues  saAV  her  face  they  did  not  fly  in  fear. 
Brief— I  came— saw,  and  conquered— but  own  on  the 
Avhole 

That  my  conquest  was  helped  by  the  City  Patrol. 
I  escorted  them  home— at  their  threshold  we  part— 
And  I  mourn  since  that  night  for  the  loss  of  my  heart. 

Blount.  Did  you  call  the  next  day  to  demand  back 
that  treasure  ? 

Bellair.  Yes. 

Blount.  And  saw  the  young  lady  ? 

Bellair.  I  had  not  that  pleasure  ; 

I  saw  the  old  widow,  who  told  me  politely 
That  her  house  was  too  quiet  for  visits  so  sprightly ; 
That  young  females  brought  up  in  the  school  of  pro- 
priety 

Must  regard  all  young  males  as  the  pests  of  society. 
I  will  spare  you  her  lectures,  she  showed  me  the  door, 
And  closed  it. 

Blount.  You've  seen  Lucy  Wilmot  no  more  ? 

Bellair.  Pardon,  yes— very  often ;  that  is,  once  a  day. 
Every  house  has  its  windows  

Blount.  Ah  !  what  did  you  say? 

Bellair.  Well,  by  words  very  little,  but  much  by  the 
eyes. 

Now  instruct  me  in  turn,  from  what  part  of  the  skies 
Did  my  angel  descend  ?   What  her  parents  and  race  ? 
She  is  well-born,  no  doubt — one  sees  that  in  her  face. 
What  to  her  is  Dame  Vizard — that  awful  duenna, 
With  the  look  of  a  griffiness  fed  upon  senna? 
Tell  me  all.   Ho  there  !— drawer,  a  pottle  of  clary. 

Blount.  Leave  in  peace  the  poor  girl  whom  you 
never  could  marry. 

Bellair.  Why? 

Blount.  Her  station's  too  mean.   In  a  small  country 
town 

Her  poor  mother  taught  music. 
Bellair.  Her  father  ? 

[DitAWER  places  wine  and  glasses  on  tho 
table. 
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Blount.  Unknown. 
From  the  mother's  deathbed,  from  the  evil  and  danger 
That  might  threaten  her  youth,  she  was  brought  by  a 
.  stranger 

To  the  house  of  the  lady  who  

Bellair.  Showed  me  the  door  ? 

Blount.  Till  instructed  to  live,  like  her  mother  be- 
fore, 

As  a  teacher  of  music.   My  noble  young  friend 
To  a  match  so  unmeet  you  could  never  descend. 
You  assure  me,  I  trust,  that  all  thought  is  dismist 
Of  a  love  so  misplaced. 

Bellair.       No  {filling  Blount's  glass)— her  health  ! 

Blount.  '  You  persist  ? 

Dare  you,  sir,  to  a  man  of  my  tenets  austere 
Ev'n  to  hint  your  designs  if  your  suit  persevere  ? 
What ! — you  still  would  besiege  her  ? 

Bellair.  Of  course,  if  I  love. 

Blount.  I  am  Virtue's  defender,  sir— there  is  my 
glove. 

IFlings  doivn  his  glove  —  rises,  touching  his 
sword  hilt. 

Bellair.  Noble  heart !   I  esteem  you  still  more  for 
this  heat. 

In  the  list  of  my  sins  there's  no  room  for  deceit ; 
And  to  plot  against  innocence  helpless  and  weak— 
I'd  as  soon  pick  a  pocket ! 

Blount.  What  mean  you  then  ?  Speak. 

Bellair.  Blount,  I  mean  you  to  grant  me  the  favour 
I  ask. 

Blount.  W^hat  is  that  ? 

Bellair.  To  yourself  an  agreeable  task. 

Since  you  know  this  Dame  Vizard,  you  call  there  to- 
day. 

And  to  her  and  to  Lucy  say  all  I  would  say. 
You  attest  what  I  am — fortune,  quality,  birth. 
Adding  all  that  your  friendship  allows  me  of  worth. 
Blount,  I  have  not  a  father;  I  claim  you  as  one ; 
You  will  plead  for  my  bride  as  you'd  speak  for  a  son. 
All  arranged— to  the  altar  we  go  in  your  carriage, 
And  I'll  vote  as  you  wish  the  month  after  my  mar- 
riage. 

Blount  {aside).  Can  I  stifle  my  fury  ? 

Enter  Newsman  loithpapers. 

Newsman.  Great  news ! 

Bellair.  Silence,  ape ! 

iCoffee-house  loungers  rise  and  crowd  around 
the  Newsman.    Veasey  snatching  the  paper. 
Chnnes.  Read. 

Veasey  {reading).  "Lord  Nithsdale,  the  rebel,  has 

made  his  escape. 
His  wife,  by  permission  of  Walpole  last  night, 

Saw  her  lord  in  the  Tower"   iGreat  sensation. 

Bellair  {to  Blount).  You  will  make  it  all  right. 
Veasey  {continuing).  "  And  the  traitor  escaped  in  her 

mantle  and  dress." 
Bellair  {to  Blount).  Now  my  fate's  in  your  hands— I 

may  count  on  you  ? 
Blount.  Yes. 


ACT  SECOND. 

SoENR  1.   A  room  in  Walpole's  House.    Pictures  on 
the  wall.   A  large  table  with  books,  joapers,  Ji-c. 
Walpole  and  Veasey  seated. 

Walx>ole.  And  so  Nithsdale's  escaped!   His  wife's 

mantle  and  gown  ; 
Well — ha,  ha  !  let  us  hope  he's  now  out  of  this  town. 
And  in  safer  disguise  than  my  lady's  attire, 
Gliding  fast  down  the  Thames — which  he'll  not  set  on 

fire. 

Veasey.  All  your  colleagues  are  furious. 
Walpole.  Ah  yes ;  if  they  catch  him, 

Not  a  hand  from  the  crown  of  the  martyr  could  snatch 
him ! 

Of  a  martyr  so  pitied  the  troublesome  ghost 
Would  do  more  for  his  cause  than  the  arms  of  a  host. 
These  reports  from  our  agents,  in  boro'  and  shire. 
Show  how  slowly  the  sparks  of  red  embers  expire. 
Ah !  what  thousands  will  hail  in  a  general  election 
The  wild  turbulent  signal  for  
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Veasey.  Fresh  insurrection. 

Walpole  {gravely).  Worse  than  that ;— Civil  War  !— 

at  all  risk,  at  all  cost. 
We  must  carry  this  bill,  or  the  nation  is  lost. 

Veasey.  Will  not  Tory  and  Roundhead  against  it 

unite  ? 

Walpole.  Every  man  has  his  price.  I  must  bribe  left 
and  right. 

So  you've  failed  with  Bellair— a  fresh  bait  we  must  try. 
As  for  Blount  

Enter  Servant. 
Servant.  Mr.  Blount. 

Walpole.  Pray  admit  him.  Good-bye. 

iExit  Veasey. 

Scene  2.    Walpole — Blount. 

Blount.  Mr.  Walpole,  you  ask  my  advice  on  the  dues 
Which  the  City  imposes  on  coal. 

Wal^wle.  Sir,  excuse 

That  pretence  for  some  talk  on  more  weighty  a  theme. 
With  a  man  who  commands  

Blount  {aside).  Forty  votes. 

Walpole.  My  esteem. 

You're  a  patriot,  and  therefore  I  courted  this  visit. 
Hark  !  your  country's  in  danger — great  danger,  sir. 

Blount  {drily).  Is  it  ? 

Walpole.  And  I  ask  you  to  save  it  from  certain  per- 
dition. 

Blount.       !Me  !— I  am  ■ 

Walpole.  Yes,  at  present  in  hot  opposition. 

But  what's  party  ?  Mere  cricket — some  out  and  some 
in ; 

I  have  been  out  myself.   At  that  time  I  was  thin, 
Atrabilious  ;  sir— jaundiced ;  now,  rosy  and  stout. 
Nothing  pulls  down  a  statesman  like  long  fagging  out. 
And  to  come  to  the  point — now  there's  nobody  by, 
Be  as  stout  and  as  rosy,  dear  Seldcu,  as  I. 
What,  when  bad  men  conspire,  shall  not  good  men 
combine  ? 

There's  a  place— the  Paymastership— just  in  your  line ; 
I  may  say  that  the  fees  are  ten  thousand  a-year, 
Besides  extras — not  mentioned.    {Aside.)  The  rogue 

will  cost  dear. 
Blount.  What  has  that,  sir,  to  do  with  the  national 

danger 

To  which  

Walpole.  You're  too  wise  to  be  wholly  a  stranger. 
Need  I  name  to  a  man  of  your  Protestant  true  heart 
All  the  risks  we  yet  run  from  the  Pope  and  the  Stuart  ? 
And  the  indolent  public  is  so  unenlightened 
That  'tis  not  to  be  trusted,  and  scarce  to  be  frightened. 
When  the  term  of  this  Parliament  draws  to  its  close : 
Should  King  George  call  another— 'tis  filled  with  his 

foes. 

Blount.  You  pay  soldiers  eno'  if  the  Jacobites  rise  

Walpole.  But  a  Jacobite  house  would  soon  stop  their 
supplies. 

There's  a  General,  on  whom  you  must  own,  on  reflec- 
tion. 

The  Pretender  relies. 
Blount.  Who  ? 

Walpole.  The  General  Election. 

Blount.  That  election  must  come ;  you  have  no  other 
choice. 

Would  you  juggle  the  People  and  stifle  its  voice? 

Walpole.  That  is  just  what  young  men  fresh  from 
college  would  say, 
And  the  People's  a  very  good  thing  in  its  way. 
But  what  is  the  People?— the  mere  pojjulation? 
No,  the  sound-thinking  part  of  this  practical  nation, 
Who  suppoi't  peace  and  order,  and  steadily  all  poll 
For  the  weal  of  the  land  ! 

Blount  {aside).       In  plain  words,  for  Bob  Walpole. 

Walpole.  Of  a  people  like  this  I've  no  doubts  nor 
mistrusting?. 

But  I  have  of  the  fools  who  vote  wrong  at  the  hus- 
tings. 

Sir,  in  short,  I  am  always  frank-spoken  and  heart3% 
England  needs  all  the  patriots  that  go  with  your  party. 
We  must  make  the  three  years  of  this  Parliament 
seven, 

And  stave  off  Civil  War.   You  agree  ? 
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Blount.  Gracious  heaven ! 

Thus  to  silence  the  nation,  to  bafBe  its  laws, 
And  expect  Selden  Blount  to  defend  such  a  cause ! 
What  could  ever  atone  for  so  foul  a  disgrace? 

Walpole.  Everlasting  renown — (asirfe)— and  the  Pay- 
master's place. 
Blount.  Sir,  your  servant— good  day ;  I  am  not  what 
you  thought ; — 

I  am  honest  

Walpole.  Who  doubts  it  ? 

Blount.  And  not  to  be  bought. 

Walpole.  You  are  not  to  be  bought,  sir— astonish- 
ing man ! 

Let  us  argue  that  point.   If  creation  you  scan 
You  will  find  that  the  children  of  Adam  prevail 
O'er  the  beasts  of  the  field  but  by  barter  and  sale. 
Talk  of  coals— if  it  were  not  for  buying  and  selling, 
Could  you  coax  from  Newcastle  a  coal  to  your  dwell- 
ing? 

You  would  be  to  your  own  fellow-men  good  for  nought, 
W^ere  it  true,  as  you  say,  that  you're  not  to  be  bought. 
If  you  find  men  worth  nothing — say,  don't  you  despise 
them  ? 

And  what  proves  them  M'orth  nothing  ? — why,  nobody 
buys  them. 

But  a  man  of  such  worth  as  yourself! — nonsense- 
come. 

Sir,  to  business ;  I  want  you ;  I  buy  you — the  sum  ? 
Blount.  Is  corruption  so  brazen  ?  are  manners  so 
base  ? 

Walpole  {aside).  That  means  he  don't  much  like  the 
Paymaster's  place. 

{With  earnestness  and  dignity.) 
Pardon,  Blount,  I  spoke  lightly ;  but  do  not  mis- 
take,— 

On  mine  honour,  the  peace  of  the  land  is  at  stake. 
Yes,  the  peace  and  the  freedom !    Were  Hampden 
himself 

Living  still,  would  he  side  with  the  Stuart  or  Guelph  ? 
When  the  Ciesars  the  freedom  of  Rome  overthrew, 
All  its  forms  they  maintained— 'twas  its  spirit  they 
slew ! 

Shall  the  freedom  of  England  go  down  to  the  grave? 
No  !  the  forms  let  us  scorn,  so  the  spirit  we  save. 
Blount.  England's  peace  and  her  fi-eedom  depend 

on  your  bill  ? 
Walpole  {seriously).  Thou  know'st  it  — and  there- 
fore  

Blount.  My  aid  you  ask  still  ? 

Walpole.  Nay,  no  longer  I  ask,  'tis  thy  country  pe- 
titions. 

Blount.  But  you  talked  about  terms. 
Walpole  {pushing  pen  and  paper  to  him).  There,  then, 
write  your  conditions. 
[Blocnt  ivrites,  folds  the  paper,  gives  it  to  Wal- 
pole, bows,  and  exit. 
Waljjole  {reading).  "  'Mongst  the  men  who  are  bought 
to  save  England  inscribe  me, 
And  my  bribe  is  the  head  of  the  man  who  would  bribe 
me." 

Eh,  my  head !  That  ambition  is  much  too  high-reach- 
ing ; 

I  suspect  that  the  crocodile  hints  at  impeaching. 
And  he  calls  himself  honest !   What  highwayman's 
worse  ? — 

Thus  to  threaten  my  life  when  I  ofier  my  purse. 
Hem  !  he  can't  be  in  debt,  as  the  common  talk  runs, 
For  the  man  who  scorns  money  has  never  known 
duns. 

And  yet  have  him  I  must !   Shall  I  force  or  entice  ? 
Let  me  think— let  me  think;  every  man  has  his 
price. 

lExit  Walpole. 

Scene  3.  A  room  in  Mrs.  Vizard's  hortse.  At  the  back 
a  large  ivindow  ojjening  on  a  balcony.  In  one  angle 
of  the  room  a  small  door,  concealed  in  the  wainscoting, 
in  aiwther  angle  folding  doors,  through  which  the  vis- 
itors enter.  At  each  of  the  side-scenes  in  front,  an- 
other door. 

Enter  Mrs.  Vizarp. 
Mrs.  Vizard.  'Tis  the  day  when  the  Jacobite  nobles 
bespeak 


This  safe  room  for  a  chat  on  affairs  once  a-week. 

{Knock  without.) 

Ah,  they  come. 

Enter  two  Jacobite  Lords  and  Nithsdale,  disguised 
as  a  woman. 

1st  Jacobite  Lord.  Ma'am,  well  knowing  your  zeal 
for  our  king. 

To  your  house  we  have  ventured  this  lady  to  bring. 
She  will  quit  you  at  sunset— nay,  haply,  much  sooner, 
For  a  voyage  to  France  in  some  trusty  Dutch  schooner. 
Hist !  her  husband  in  exile  she  goes  to  rejoin, 

And  our  homes  are  so  watched  

Mrs.  Vizard.  That  she's  safer  in  mine. 

Come  with  me,  my  dear  lady,  I  have  in  my  care 

A  young  ward  

1st  Jacobite  Lord  {hastily).  Who  must  see  her  not  1 
Till  we  prepare 
Her  departure,  conceal  her  from  all  prying  eyes ; 
She  is  timid,  and  looks  on  new  faces  as  spies. 
Send  your  servant  on  business  that  keeps  her  away 
Until  nightfall ;— her  trouble  permit  me  to  pay. 

[Giving  a  purse. 

Mrs.  Vizard.  Nay,  my  Lord,  I  don't  need  

1st  Jacobite  Lord.         Quick ;  your  servant  release. 
Mrs.  Vizard.  I  will  send  her  to  Kent  with  a  note  to 
my  niece.  lExit  Mrs.  Vizard. 

1st  Jacobite  Lord  (to  Nithsdale).  Here,  you're  safe; 
still,  I  tremble  until  you  are  freed. 
Keep  sharp  watch  at  the  window — the  signal's  agreed. 
When  a  pebble's  thrown  up  at  the  pane,  you  will 
know 

'Tis  my  envoy ;— a  carriage  will  wait  you  below. 
Nithsdale.  And  if,  ere  you  can  send  him,  some  peril 
befall  ? 

1st  Jacobite  Lord.  Risk  your  flight  to  the  inn  near 
the  steps  at  Blackwall. 

Re-enter  Mrs.  Vizard. 
3Irs.  Vizard.  She  is  gone. 

1st  Jacobite  Lord.  Lead  the  lady  at  once  to  her  room, 
Mrs.  Vizard  {opening  door  to  rigid  of  side-scene).  No 

man  dares  enter  here, 
Nithsdale  {aside).        Where  she  sleeps,  I  presume. 

[Exeunt  Mrs.  Vizard  and  Nithsdale, 
2d  Jacobite  Lord.  You  still  firmly  believe,  tho'  revolt 

is  put  down. 

That  King  James  is  as  sure  to  recover  his  crown  ? 
1st  Jacobite  Lord.  Yes,  but  wait  till  this  Parliament's 

close  is  decreed. 
And  then  up  with  our  banner  from  Thames  to  the 

Tweed,  {Knock  at  the  street  door.) 

Who  knocks  ?   Some  new  friend  ? 

Enter  Mrs.  Vizard, 
Mrs.  Vizard  (looking  out  of  the  window).  O  !  quick — 
quick — do  not  stay ; 
It  is  Blount, 
Both  Lords.  What !— the  Roundhead  ? 
Mrs.  Vizard  {opening  concealed  door  in  the  angle).  Here 
— here — the  back  way.  [Exit  Mrs,  Vizard, 

1st  Jacobite  Lord  {as  they  get  to  the  door).  Hush,  and 

wait  till  he's  safe  within  doors. 
2d  Jacobite  Lord.  But  our  foes 

She  admits? 

1st  Jacobite  Lord.  By  my  sanction,— their  plans  to 
disclose, 

[Exeunt  Jacorite  Lords  jtfsi  as  enter  Blouht 
and  Mrs,  Vizard. 

Scene  4.    Mrs.  Vizard — Blottnt, 

Mrs,  Vizard.  I  had  sent  out  my  servant;  this  is  not 

your  hour. 
Blount.  Mistress  Vizard. 

Mrs.  Vizard.  Sweet  sir,   {Aside.)  He  looks  horridly 
sour. 

Blount.  I  enjoined  you,  when  trusting  my  ward  to 

your  care  

Mrs.  Vizard.  To  conceal  from  herself  the  true  name 

that  you  bear. 

Blount.  And  she  still  has  no  guess  

Mrs.  Vizard.  That  in  Jones,  christened  John, 

'Tis  the  great  Selden  Blount  whom  she  gazes  upon. 
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Blount.  And  my  second  injunction  

Mrs.  Vizard.  Was  duly  to  teach  her 

To  respect  all  yon  say,  as  if  said  by  a  preacher. 
Blount.  A  preacher ! — not  so ;  as  a  man  she  should 
rather 

Confide  in,  look  up  to,  and  love  as  

Mr)i.  Vizard.  A  father. 

Blount.  Hold !  I  did  not  say  'Father.'  You  might, 
for  you  can, 

Call  me  

Mrs.  Vizard.  What? 

Blount.  Hang  it,  madam,  a  fine-looking  man. 

But  at  once  to  the  truth  which  your  cunning  secretes. 
How  came  Lucy  and  you,  ma'am,  at  night  in  the 
streets  ? 

Mrs.  Vizard.  I  remember!    Poor  Lucy  so  begged 
and  so  cried — 
On  that  day,  a  year  since  

Blount.  Well ! 

Mrs.  Vizard.  Her  poor  mother  died  ; 

And  all  her  wounds  opened,  recalling  that  day ; 
She  insisted— I  had  not  the  heart  to  say  nay — 
On  the  solace  religion  alone  can  bestow ; 
So  I  led  her  to  church,— does  that  anger  you  ? 

Blount.  No ! 

But  at  nightfall  

Mrs.  Vizard.  I  knew  that  the  church  would  be  dark ; 
And  thus  nobody  saw  us,  not  even  the  clerk. 

Blount.  And  returning  

Mrs.  Vizard.  We  fell  into  terrible  danger. 

Sir,  the  Mohawks  

Blount.  I  know  ;  you  were  saved  by  a  stranger. 
He  escorted  you  home  ;  called  the  next  day,  I  hear. 

Mrs.  Vizard.  But  I  soon  sent  him  off  with  a  flea  in 
his  ear. 

Blount.  Since  that  day  the  young  villain  has  seen 
her. 

Mrs.  Vizard.  Oh  no  I 

Blount.  Yes. 

Mrs.  Vizard.     And  where  ? 

Bloxmt.  At  the  window. 

Mrs.  Vizard.  You  do  not  say  so  ! 

What  deceivers  girls  are  !  how  all  watch  they  befool ! 
One  should  marry  them  off,  ere  one  sends  them  to 
school ! 

Blount.  Ay,  I  think  you  are  right.   All  our  plans 
have  miscarried. 
Go;  send  Lucy  to  me-  it  is  time  she  were  married. 

{Exit  Mrs.  Vizakd  by  door  to  left  of  side-scene.) 
When  I  first  took  this  orphan,  forlorn  and  alone. 
From  the  poor  village  inn  Avhere  I  sojourned  unknown. 
My  compassion  no  feeling  more  sensitive  masked. 
She  was  grateful ;  that  pleased  me ;  was  more  than  I 
asked. 

'Twas  in  kindness  I  screened  myself  under  false 
names, 

For  she  told  me  her  father  had  fought  for  King  James, 
And,  embned  in  the  Jacobite's  pestilent  error, 
In  a  Roundhead  she  sees  but  a  bugbear  of  terror. 
And  from  me,  Selden  Blount,  who  invoked  our  free 
laws 

To  behead  or  to  hang  all  who  side  with  that  cause. 
She  would  start  with  a  shudder !    O  fool !  how  above 
Human  weakness  I  thought  myself!    This,  then,  is 
love  ! 

Heavens !  to  lose  her — resign  to  another  those  charms ! 
No,  no  !  never !   Why  yield  to  such  idle  alarms  ? 
What's  that  fop  she  has  seen  scarcely  once  in  a  way 
To  a  man  like  myself,  whom  she  sees  every  day? 
Mine  she  must  be  I  but  how  ! — the  world's  laughter  I 
dread. 

Tut,  the  world  will  not  know,  if  in  secret  we  wed. 

Enter  Lucy  hy  door  left  of  side-scene. 
Scene  5.    Blount — Luct. 

Lucy.  Dear  sir,  you  look  pale.   Are  you  ill  ? 

Blount.  Ay,  what  then  ? 

What  am  I  in  your  thoughts  ? 

Lticy.  The  most  generous  of  men. 

Can  you  doubt  of  the  orphan's  respectful  affection, 
When  she  owes  ev'n  a  home  to  your  sainted  protec- 
tion ?  I 
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Blount.  In  that  home  I  had  hoped  for  your  youth  to 
secure 

Safe  escape  from  the  perils  that  threaten  the  pure  ; 
But,  alas  !  where  a  daughter  of  Eve  is,  I  fear 
That  the  serpent  will  still  be  found  close  at  her  ear. 
Lxicy.  You  alarm  me  1 

Blount.  I  ought.   Ah,  what  danger  you  ran. 

You  have  seen — have  conversed  with  • 

Lucy.  Well— well. 

Bloxmt.  A  young  man. 

Lucy.  Nay,  he  is  not  so  frightful,  dear  sir,  as  you 
deem ; 

If  you  only  but  knew  him,  I'm  sure  you'd  esteem. 
He's  so  civil— so  pleasant— the  sole  thing  I  fear 
Is — heigh-ho  !  are  fine  gentlemen  always  sincere? 
Blount.  You  are  lost  if  you  heed  not  the  words  that 
I  say. 

Ah,  young  men  are  not  now  what  they  were  in  my 
day ! 

Then  their  fashion  was  manhood,  their  language  was 
truth. 

And  their  love  was  as  fresh  as  a  world  in  its  youth. 

Now  they  fawn  like  a  courtier,  and  fib  like  his  flunkies, 

And  their  hearts  are  as  old  as  the  faces  of  monkies. 

Lucy.  Ah,  you  know  not  Sir  Sidney  

Blount.  His  nature  I  do, 

For  he  owned  to  ray  friend  his  designs  upon  you. 
Lnicy.  What  designs  ? 

Blount.  Of  a  nature  too  dreadful  to  name. 

Lucy.  How  !   His  words  full  of  honour  

Blount.  Veiled  thoughts  full  of  shame. 

Heard  you  never  of  wolves  in  sheep's  clothing  ?  Why 
weep  ? 

Lticy.  Indeed,  sir,  he  don't  look  the  least  like  a 
sheep. 

Blount.  No,  the  sheepskin  for  clothing  much  finer 
he  trucks ; 

Wolves  are  nowaday  clad  not  as  sheep— but  as  bucks. 
'Tis  a  false  heart  you  find  where  a  fine  dress  you  see, 
And  a  lover  sincere  is  a  plain  man  like  me. 
Dismiss  then,  dear  child,  this  young  beau  from  your 
mind — 

A  young  beau  should  be  loathed  by  good  young  wo- 
mankind. 

At  the  best  he's  a  creature  accustomed  to  roam  ; 
'Tis  at  sixty  man  learns  how  to  value  a  home. 
Idle  fancies  throng  quick  at  your  credulous  age. 
And  their  cure  is  companionship,  cheerful,  but  sage  ; 
So,  in  future,  I'll  give  you  much  more  of  my  own. 
Weeping  still !— I've  a  heart,  and  it  is  not  of  stone. 
LuA;y.  Pardon,  sir,  these  vain  tears  ;  nor  believe  that 

I  mourn 

For  a  false-hearted  

Bloxmt.  Coxcomb,  who  merits  but  scorn. 

We  must  give  you  some  change ,  purer  air,  livelier 

scene. 

And  your  mind  will  soon  win  back  its  temper  serene. 
You  must  quit  this  dull  court  Avith  its  shocking  look 
out. 

Yes,  a  cot  is  the  home  of  contentment,  no  doubt— 
A  sweet  cot  with  a  garden — wall'u  round- shall  be 
ours. 

Where  our  hearts  shall  unite  in  the  passion— for  flow- 
ers. 

Ah  !  I  know  a  retreat,  from  all  turmoil  remote. 
In  the  suburb  of  Lambeth— soon  reached  by  a  boat. 
So  that  every  spare  moment  to  business  not  due 
I  can  give,  my  sweet  Lucy,  to  rapture  and  you. 
Lucy.  What  means  he?   His  words  and  his  looks 

are  alarming ; 
Mr.  Jones,  you're  too  good  ! 

Blount.  What  ?— to  find  you  so  charming? 

Yes,  tho'  Fortune  has  placed  my  condition  above 

you, 

Yet  Love  levels  all  ranks.  Be  not  startled— I  love 
you. 

From  all  dreams  less  exalted  your  fancies  arouse ; 

The  poor  orphan  I  raise  to  the  rank  of  my  spouse. 
Lucy.  What !   His  spouse  !   Do  I  dream  I 
Blount.  Till  that  moment  arrives 

Train  your  mind  to  reflect  on  the  duty  of  wives. 

I  must  see  Mistress  Vizard,  and  all  things  prepare; 

To  secure  our  retreat  shall  this  day  be  my  care. 
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And— despising  the  wretch  who  has  caused  us  such 
sorrow — 

Our  two  lives  shall  unite  in  the  cottage  to-morrow. 

Lucy.  Pray  excuse  me — this  talk  is  so  strangely  

Blount.  Delightful ! 

Lucy  {aside).  I  am  faint ;  I  am  all  of  a  tremble :  how 
frightful !  lExit  through  side-door  to  left. 

Blount.  Good ;  my  mind  overawes  her !   From  fear 
love  will  grow, 
And  by  this  time  to-morrow  a  fig  for  the  beau. 

Walling  out. 

Enter  Mks.  Vizard. 

Scene  6.   Blount — Mes.  Vizakd. 
Blount.  Guard  well  my  dear  Lucy  to-day, 

For  to-morrow  I  free  you,  and  bear  her  away. 
I  agree  with  yourself— it  is  time  she  were  married, 
And  I  only  regret  that  so  long  I  have  tarried. 
Eno' !— I've  proposed. 
Mrs.  Vizard.  She  consented  ? 

Blount.  Of  course ; 

Must  a  man  like  myself  get  a  wife,  ma'am,  by  force  ? 
Xeu'sman  {ivithout,  ringing  a  bell).  Great  news, 
Mrs.  Vizard  {running  to  the  ivindoio,  listening  and  re- 
peating). What!  "  Lord  Nithsdale  escaped  from 
the  Tower." 

{Xithsdale  peeps  through  the  door  of  his  room.) 
"In  his  wife's  clothes  disguised '.—the  gown  grey, 

with  red  flower, 
Mantle  black,  trimmed  with  ermine."  My  hearing  is 
hard. 

Mr.  Blount,  Mr.  Blount— Do  you  hear  the  reward  ? 

Blount.  Yes ;  a  thousand  

Mrs.  Vizard.  What '.—guineas? 

Blount.  Of  course ;  come  away. 

I  go  now  for  the  parson— do  heed  what  I  say. 

{Xithsdale  shakes  his  fist  at  Mrs.  Vizard,  and  re- 
treats.) 

We  shall  marry  to-morrow— no  witness  but  you : 
For  the  marriage  is  private.  I'm  Jones  still.  Adieu ! 

lExit  Blount. 

{JjVcy  jjeeps  out.) 
Mrs.  Vizard.  Ha !  a  thousand  gold  guineas ! 

ILocks  NiTHBD ale's  door. 

Re-enter  Blount. 

Guard  closely  my  treasure. 
That's  her  door;  for  precaution,  just  lock  it. 
Mrs.  Vizard.  With  pleasure. 

[As  she  shoics  out  Blount,  Lucy  slips  forth. 
Lucy.  Eh,  locked  up  !  No,  I  yet  may  escape  if  I  hide. 

iGets  behind  the  icimloiv-curtains. 

Re-enter  Mrs.  Vizard. 
Mrs.  Vizard.  Shall  I  act  on  this  news  ?  I  must  quick- 
ly decide. 

Surely  Nithsdale  it  is !  Grey  gown,  sprigg'd  with  red ; 
Did  not  walk  like  a  woman— a  stride,  not  a  tread. 

{Locks  Lucy's  door.) 
Both  my  lambs  are  in  fold.   I'll  steal  out  and  in- 
quire ; — 

Robert  Walpole  might  make  the  rew^ard  somewhat 
higher. 

[Exit  Mrs.  Vizari>. 
Lucy  {looking  out  from  the  window).  She  has  locked 
the  street  door.   She  has  gone  with  the  key. 
And  the  servant  is  out.   No  escape ;  woe  is  me  ! 
How  I  love  him !   And  yet  I  must  see  him  with  loath- 
ing. 

Vv'hy  should  wolves  be  disguised  in  such  beautiful 
clothing  ? 

Nithsdale  {knocking  violently).  Let  me  out.   I'll  not 
perish  entrapped.   From  your  snare 

Thus  I  break  

{Bursts  the  door,  and  comes  out  brandishing 
aiioker.) 
Treacherous  hag ! 

Scene  7.    Lucy — Nitusdale. 
Lucy.  'Tis  the  wolf.    Spare  me ;  spare  '. 

[Kneeling,  and  hiding  her  face. 
Nithsdale.  She's  a  witch,  and  has  changed  herself! 
Lucy.  Do  not  come  near  me. 


Nithsdale.  Nay,  young  lady,  look  up  ! 
Lucy.  'Tis  a  woman  I 

Nithsdale.  Why  fear  me  ? 

Perchance,  like  myself,  you're  a  prisoner? 
Lucy.  Ah  yes ! 

Nithsdale.  And  your  kinsfolk  are  true  to  the  Stuart, 
I  guess. 

Lucy.  My  poor  father  took  arms  for  King  James. 
Nithsdale.  So  did  I. 

Lucy.  You !— a  woman  !   How  brave  ! 
Nithsdale.  For  that  crime  I  must  die 

If  you  will  not  assist  me. 
Lucy.  Assist  you— how  ?  Say? 

Nithsdale.  That  she-Judas  will  sell  me,  and  goes  to 
betray. 

Liicy.  Fly !   Alas,  she  has  locked  the  street  door ! 

Nithsdale.  Lady  fair, 

Does  not  Love  laugh  at  locksmiths?   Well,  so  does 
Despair  !  {Glancing  at  the  tcindoic.) 

Flight  is  here.   But  this  dress  my  detection  ensures. 
If  I  could  but  exchange  hood  and  mantle  for  yours  ! 
Dare  I  ask  you  to  save  me  ? 

Lucy.  Nay,  doubt  not  my  will ; 

But  my  own  door  is  locked. 

Nithsdale  {raisina  the  2)okcr).  And  the  key  is  here 
still. 

[Biirsts  the  door  of  Lucy's  room,  and  enters. 
Lxicy.  I  have  read  of  the  Amazons.   This  must  be 
one. 

mthsdale  {coming  from  the  door  ivith  hood,  goion,  and 
mantle  on  his  arm).  I  have  found  all  1  need  for 
the  risk  I  must  run. 

Lucy.  Can  I  help  you  ? 

Nithsdale.  Heaven  bless  thee,  sweet  Innocence,  no. 
Haste,  and  look  if  no  back  way  is  open  below. 
Stay,  your  father  has  served  the  king  over  the  water ; 
And  tills  locket  may  please  your  brave  father's  true 
daughter— 

The  grey  hair  of  poor  Charles,  intertv/ined  with  the 
pearl. 

Go ;  vouchsafe  me  this  kiss. 

[Kissing  her  hand,  and  exit  within  the  door. 
Lucy.  What  a  wonderful  girl ! 

Scene  8.  The  exterior  of  Mrs.  Vizard's  House.  Large 
window.  Balcony,  area  rails  beloio.  A  court.  Dead 
walls  for  side-scenes,  with  blue  posts  at  each  end,  through 
which  tlie  actors  enter. 

Enter  Blount. 
Blovnt.  For  the  curse  of  celebrity  nothing  atones. 
The  sharp  parson  I  call  on,  as  simple  John  Jones, 
Has  no  sooner  set  eyes  on  my  popular  front, 
Than  he  cries,  "Ha!  the  Patriot,  the  great  Selden 
Blount," 

Mistress  Vizard  must  hunt  up  some  priest  just  from 
Cam, 

Who  may  gaze  on  these  features,  nor  guess  who  lam. 

{Knocks.) 

Not  at  home.   Servant  out  too  I   Ah  !  gone  forth,  I 
guess, 

To  enchant  the  young  bride  with  a  new  wedding 
dress. 

I  must  search  for  a  parson  myself. 

Enter  Bellaie  from  the  ojypositc  side. 

Scene  9.   Blount — Bellair. 
Bellair  {slapping  him  on  the  shoulder).  Blount,  your 
news  ? 

Blount.  You  !  and  here,  sir !   What  means  

Bellair.  My  impatience  excuse. 

You  have  seen  her  ? 
Blount.  I  have. 

Bellair.  And  have  pleaded  my  cause ; 

And  of  course  she  consents,  for  she  loves  me?  You 
pause. 

Blount.  Naj',  alas,  my  dear  friend  

Bellair.  Speak,  and  tell  me  my  fate. 

Blount.  Quick  and  rash  though  your  wooing  be,  it  is 
too  late ; 

She  has  promised  her  hand  to  another.   Bear  up  ! 
Bellair.  There  is  many  a  slip  'twixt  the  lip  and  the 
cup. 

Ah  I  my  rival  I'll  fight.   Say  his  name  if  you  can. 
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Blount.  Mr.  Jones.    I  am  told  he's  a  fine-looking 
man. 

Bellair.  His  address  ? 

Dlou7it.  Wherefore  ask  ?  You  kill  her  in  this  duel- 
Slay  the  choice  of  her  heart ! 

Bellair.  Of  her  heart;  you  are  cruel. 

But  if  so,  why,  heaven  bless  her ! 
Blount.  My  arm— come  away ! 

Bellair.  No,  my  carriage  waits  yonder.   I  thank  you. 

Good  day.  lExit. 
Blount.  He  is  gone.   I  am  safe.    {Shaking  his  left 
hand  tvith  his  right.)   Wisli  you  joy,  my  dear 
Jones.  [Exit. 
[NiTusDALE,  disguised  in  Lucy's  dress  and  man- 
tle, opens  the  xvindoio. 
Nithsdale.  All  is  still.   How  to  jump  without  break- 
ing my  bones  ? 
{Trying  to  flatten  his  petticoats,  and  with  one 
leg  over  the  balcony.) 
Curse  these  petticoats!  Heaven,  out  of  all  my  lost 
riches. 

Why  couldst  thou  not  save  me  one  thin  pair  of  breech- 
es ! 

Steps  !  [Gets  back—shxits  the  windoio. 

Re-enter  Bellair. 
Bellair.  But  Blount  may  be  wrong.   From  her  own 
lips  alone 

Will  I  learn.  {Looking  up  at  the  ivindoiv.) 

I  see  some  one ;  I'll  venture  this  stone. 
[Picks  up  and  throivs  apehble  at  the  window. 
Mthsdale  {opening  the  window).  Joy  ! — the  signal ! 

Scene  10.    Bellaie — Nitusjjale. 
Bellair.        'Tis  you  ;  say  my  friend  was  deceived. 

(NiTHr^DALE  makes  an  affirmative  sign.) 

You  were  snared  to  this  

Nithsdale.  Hush ! 

Bellair.  Could  you  guess  how  I  grieved  ! 

Bat  oh  !  fly  from  this  jail ;  I'm  still  full  of  alarms. 
I've  a  carriage  at  hand  :  trust  yourself  to  these  arms. 

(NiTUSDALE  tucks  up  Ms  jietticoats,  gets  doion 
the  balcony  backioards,  setting  his  foot  on  the 
area  rail.) 
Powers  above  !— What  a  leg! 

(Lord  Nithsdale  turns  rouml  on  the  rail,  re- 
jects Bellair's  hand,  and  jumps  coivn.) 

O  my  charmer !  one  kiss. 
Nithsdale.  Are  you  out  of  your  senses  ! 
Bellair  {trying  to  puU  up  her  hood).     With  rapture  ! 
Nithsdale  {striking  him).  Take  this. 

Bellair.  What  a  fist !   If  it  hits  one  so  hard  before 
marriage. 
What  icould  it  do  after  ? 

Nithsdale.  Quick,  where  is  the  carriage  ? 

Now,  sir,  give  me  your  hand. 

Bellair.  I'll  be  hanged  if  I  do 

Till  I  snatch  my  first  kiss. 

{Lifts  the  hood  and  recoils  astounded.) 

Who  t'ae  devil  are  you  ? 
(Nithsdale  tries  to  get  from  him.    A  struggle. 
Bellair  prevails.) 
I  will  give  you  in  charge,  or  this  moment  confess 
How  you  pass  as  my  Lucy,  and  wear  her  own  dress. 
Nithsdale  {aside).  What !  His  Lucy  ?  I'm  saved.  To 
her  pity  I  owe 
This  last  chance  for  my  life  ;  would  you  sell  it,  sir  ? 

Bellair.  No. 
But  your  life  !   What's  your  name?   Mine  is  Sidney 
Bellair. 

Nithsdale.  Who  in  Parliament  pleaded  so  nobly  to 

spare 

From  the  axe  

Bellair.  The  chiefs  doomed  in  the  Jacobite  rise  ? 
Nithsdale  {with  dignity).  I  am  Nithsdale.  Quick, 

sell  me  or  free  me— time  flies. 
Bellair.  Come  this  way.   There's  my  coach.   I  will 

take  you  myself 
Where  you  will ;— ship  you  off. 
Nithsdale.  Do  you  side  v.  ith  the  Guelph? 

Bellair.  Yes.   What  then? 

NithJidale.  You  would  risk  your  own  life  by  his 
laws. 


Did  you  ship  me  to  France !  They  who  fight  in  a 
cause 

Should  alone  share  its  perils.  Farewell,  generous 
stranger. 

Bellair.  Pooh !  no  gentleman  leaves  a  young  lady 
in  danger ; 

You'd  be  mobbed  ere  you  got  half  a  yard  through  the 
town. 

Why,  that  stride  and  that  calf— let  me  settle  your 
gown. 

{Clinging  to  him,  and  halfsjmken  without.) 
No,  no.   I  will  see  you  at  least  to  my  carriage. 

{Behind  scene.) 

To  what  place  shall  it  drive  ? 
Nithsdale.  To  Blackwall. 

Enter  Lvgy  from  the  windoio. 
Lucy.  Hateful  marriage ! 

But  Where's  that  poor  lady?  What !— gone?  She  is 
free ! 

Could  she  leap  from  the  window  ?  I  wish  I  were  she. 

[Retreats. 

Scene  11.   Bellair— Lrcv. 
Bellair.  Now  she's  safe  in  ray  coach,  on  condition, 
I  own, 

Not  flattering,  sweet  creature,  to  leave  her  alone. 
Lucy  {peeping).  It  is  he  ! 

Bellair.  Ah,  if  Lucy  would  only  appear  \ 

{Stoops  to  pick  up  a  stone,  and  in  the  act  to  flying 
as  LrcY  comes  out.) 
O  my  Lucy !— mine  angel ! 
Lnicy.  Why  is  he  so  dear  ? 

Bellair.  Is  it  true  ?   From  that  face  am  I  evermore 
banished  ? 

In  your  love  was  the  dream  of  my  life !  Is  it  van- 
ished? 

Have  you  pledged  to  another  your  hand  and  your 
heart  ? 

lAicy.  Not  my  heart.   Oh,  not  that. 

Bellair.  But  your  hand  ?   By  what  art — 

By  what  force  are  you  w'on  heart  and  hand  to  dissever, 
And  consent  to  loathed  nuptials  that  part  us  for  ever  ? 

Lucy.  Would  that  pain  you  so  much  ? 

Bellair.  Can  you  ask  ?  Oh,  believe  me, 

You're  my  all  in  the  world  ! 

Lxicy.  I  am  told  you  deceived  me ; 

That  you  harbour  designs  which  my  lips  dare  not 
name. 

And  your  words  full  of  honour  veil  thoughts  full  of 
shame. 

Ah,  sir,  I'm  so  young  and  so  friendless— so  weak ! — 
Do  not  ask  for  my  heart  if  you  take  it  to  break. 

Bellair.  Who  can  slander  me  thus  ?   Not  my  friend, 
I  am  sure. 

Lucy.  His  friend ! 

Bellair.         Can  my  love  know  one  feeling  impure 
When  I  lay  at  your  feet  all  I  have  in  this  life — 
Wealth  and  rank,  name  and  honour — and  woo  you  as 
wife  ? 

Lucy.  As  your  wife  !  All  about  you  seems  so  much 
above 
My  mean  lot  

Bellair.  And  so  worthless  compared  to  your  love. 
You  reject,  then,  this  suitor?— my  hand  you  accept? 

Lucy.  Ah  !  but  do  you  not  see  in  what  prison  I'm 
kept? 
And  this  suitor  

Bellair.  You  hate  him  ! 

Lucy.  Till  this  day,  say  rather  

Bellair.  What? 

Lucij.  I  loved  him. 

Bellair.  You  loved  ! 

Lu/'.y.  As  I  might  a  grandfather. 

He  has  shielded  the  orphan ;— I  had  not  a  notion 
That  he  claimed  from  me  more  than  a  grandchild's 
devotion  1 

And  my  heart  ceased  to  beat  between  terror  and  sor- 
row 

When  he  said  he  would  make  me  his  wife,  and  to- 
morrow. 

Bellair.  Fly  with  me,  and  at  once  ! 

Lucy.  She  has  locked  the  street  door. 
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Bellair.  And  my  angel's  not  made  to  jump  down 
from  that  floor. 
Listen;  quick;  I  hear  voices :— I  save  you  ;  this  night 
I  arrange  all  we  need  both  for  wedlock  and  flight. 
At  what  time  after  dark  does  your  she-dragon  close 
Her  sweet  eyes,  and  her  household  consign  to  repose  ? 
Lucy.  About  nine  in  this  season  of  winter.  What 
then? 

Bellair.  By  the  window  keep  watch.    When  the 

clock  has  struck  ten 
A  slight  stone  smites  the  casement ;— below  I  attend. 
You  will  see  a  safe  ladder ;  at  once  you  descend. 
We  then  reach  your  new  home,  priest  and  friends 

shall  be  there, 
Proud  to  bless  the  young  bride  of  Sir  Sidney  Bellair. 
Hush !  the  steps  come  this  way ;  do  not  fail !   She  is 

won.  iExit  Bellair. 

Lucy.  Stay ;— I  tremble  as  guilty.   Heavens!  what 

have  1  done  ? 


ACT  THIRD. 

Scene  1.  St.  James's  Park.  Seats,  &c.  Time — Sunset. 

Enter  Blount. 

Blount.  So  the  parson  is  found  and  the  cottage  is 
hired — 

Every  fear  was  dispelled  when  my  rival  retired. 
Ev'n  my  stern  mother  country  must  spare  from  my 
life 

A  brief  moon  of  that  honey  one  tastes  Avith  a  wife  ! 
And  then  strong  as  a  giant,  recruited  by  sleep. 
On  corruption  and  Walpole  my  fury  shall  sweep. 
'Mid  the  cheers  of  the  House  I  will  state  in  my  place 
How  the  bribes  that  he  proffered  were  flung  in  his 
face. 

Men  shall  class  me  amid  those  examples  of  worth 
Which,  alas  !  become  daily  more  rare  on  this  earth  ; 
And  Posterity,  setting  its  brand  on  the  front 
Of  a  Walpole,  select  for  its  homage  a  Blount. 
Enter  Bellair,  singing  gaily. 

Scene  2.   Blount — Bellatu. 
Bellair.  "The  dove  builds  where  the  leaves  are  still 

green  on  the  tree  " 

Blount  (rising).  Ha ! 

Bellair.  "  For  May  and  December  can  never  agree." 
Blount.  I  am  glad  you've  so  quickly  got  over  that 

blow. 
Bellair.  Fallala! 

Bloxmt  {(iHidr).  What  this  levity  means  I  must  know. 
The  friend  I  best  loved  was  your  father,  Bellair — 
Let  me  hope  your  strange  mirth  is  no  laugh  of  despair. 

Bellair.  On  the  wit  of  the  wisest  man  it  is  no  stigma 
If  the  heart  of  a  girl  is  to  him  an  enigma ; 
That  my  Lucy  was  lost  to  my  arms  you  believed— 
Wish  me  .joy,  my  dear  Blount,  you  were  grossly  de- 
ceived. 

She  is  mine  !— What  on  earth  are  you  thiifking  about  ? 
Do  you  hear  ? 

Blount.         I  am  racked ! 

Bellair.  What? 

Blount.  A  twinge  of  the  gout. 

{Re-seating  himsslf.) 

Pray  excuse  me. 

Bellair.  Nay,  rather  myself  I  reproach 

For  not  heeding  your  pain.    Let  me  call  you  a  coach. 

Blount.  Nay,  nay,  it  is  gone.   I  am  eager  to  hear 
How  Fve  been  thus  deceived— make  my  blunder  more 

clear. 
You  have  seen  her? 

Bellair.       Of  course.   From  her  own  lips  I  gather 
That  your  good  Mr.  Jones  might  be  Lucy's  grand- 
father. 

Childish  fear,  or  of  Vizard— who  seems  a  virago — 
Or  the  old  man  himself  

Blount.  Oh ! 

Bellair.  You  groan  ? 

Blount.  The  lumbago ! 

Bellair.  Ah  !  they  say  gout  is  shifty — now  here  and 
now  there. 

Blount.  Pooh ;— continue.   The  girl  then  


Bellair.  I  found  in  despair. 

But  no  matter— all's  happily  settled  at  last. 

Blount.  Ah  !  eloped  from  the  house  ? 

Bellair.  No,  the  door  was  made  fast. 

But  to-night  I  would  ask  you  a  favour. 

Blount.  What  ?  Say. 

Bellair.  Jf  your  pain  should  have  left  you,  to  give 
her  away. 

For  myself  it  is  meet  that  I  take  every  care 
That  my  kinsfolk  shall  hail  the  new  Lady  Bellair. 
Fve  induced  my  two  aunts  (who  are  prudish)  to  grace 
With  their  presence  my  house,  where  the  nuptials  take 
place. 

And  to  act  as  her  father  there's  no  man  so  fit 

As  yourself,  dear  old  Blount,  if  the  gout  will  permit. 

Blount.  'Tis  an  honour  

Bellair.  Say  pleasure. 

Blount.  Great  pleasure  !  Proceed. 

How  is  she,  if  the  door  is  still  fast,  to  be  freed  ? 
Is  the  house  to  be  stormed  ? 

Bellair.  Nay ;  I  told  you  before 

That  a  house  has  its  windows  as  well  as  its  door. 
And  a  stone  at  the  pane  for  a  signal  suflices, 
While  a  ladder  

Blount.  I  see.  (Aside.)  What  infernal  devices ! 
Has  she  no  maiden  fear  

Bellair.  From  the  ladder  to  fall  ? 

Ask  her  that— when  we  meet  at  my  house  in  White- 
hall. 

Enter  1st  Jacobite  Lord. 

Scene  3.    Blount,  Bellair,  1st  Jacobite,  afterxoards 
Veasey. 

Jacobite  Lord  (giving  note  to  Bellair).  If  I  err  not,  I 
speak  to  Sir  Sidney  Bellair? 
Pray  vouchsafe  me  one  moment  in  private. 

iDraws  Mm  aside. 
Blount.  Despair ! 

How  prevent  ?— how  forestall  ?  Could  I  win  but  delay, 
I  might  yet  brush  this  stinging  fly  out  of  my  way. 

[While  he  speaks,  enter  Veasey  in  the  hack- 
groimd. 

Veasey.  Ha!    Bellair  whispering  close  with  that 
Jacobite  lord — 
Are  they  hatching  some  plot  ? 

\_Hides  behind  the  trees — listening. 

Bellair  (reading).  So  he's  safely  on  board  

Jacobite  Lord.  And  should  Fortune  shake  out  other 
lots  from  her  urn. 
We,  poor  friends  of  the  Stuart,  might  serve  you  in 
turn. 

You  were  talking  with  Blount— Selden  Blount— is  he 
one 

Of  your  friends  ? 

Bellair.  Ay,  the  truest. 

Jacobite  Jjord.  Then  warn  him  to  shun 

That  vile  Jezabel's  man-trap— I  know  he  goes  there. 
Whom  she  welcomes  she  sells. 

Bellair.  I  will  bid  him  beware. 

iShakes  hands.    Exit  Jacobite  Lord. 

Bellair  (to  Blount).  I  have  just  learned  a  secret,  'tis 
fit  I  should  tell  you. 
Go  no  more  to  old  Vizard's,  or  know  she  will  sell  you. 
Nithsdale  hid  in  her  house  when  the  scaflTold  he  fled. 
She  received  him,  and  went  for  the  price  on  his  head ; 
But— the  drollest  mistake— of  that  tale  by-and-by— 
He  was  freed  ;  is  safe  now  I 

Blount.  Who  delivered  him  ? 

Bellair.  I. 

Blount.  Ha !— you  did  ! 

Bellair.         See,  he  sends  me  this  letter  of  thanks. 
Blount  (reading).  Which  invites  you  to  join  with  the 
Jacobite  ranks. 

And  when  James  has  his  kingdom  

Bellair.  That  chance  is  remote  ; 

Blount.  Hints  an  earldom  for  you. 
Bellair.  Bah ! 

Blount.  Take  care  of  this  note. 

[Appears  to  thrust  it  into  Bellair'b  coat-pocket 
— lets  it  fall,  and  puts  his  foot  on  it. 
Bellair.  Had  I  guessed  that  the  hag  was  so  greedy 
of  gold, 

Long  ago  I  had  bought  Lucy  out  of  her  hold ; 
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But  to-night  the  dear  child  will  be  free  from  her  power. 
Adieu.   I  expect  you  then. 

Blount.  Hold  !  at  what  hour  ? 

Bellair.  By  the  window  at  ten,  self  and  ladder  await 
her ; 

The  wedding— eleven  ;  you  will  not  be  later.  iExit. 
Blount  (picking  up  the  letter).  Nithsdale's  letter. 
Bright  thought !— and  what  luck  !  I  see  Veasey. 

Re-enter  Bellair. 

Bellair.  Blount,  I  say,  will  old  Jones  be  to-morrow 
uneasy  ? 
Can't  you  fancy  his  face? 
Blount,  Yes ;  ha !  ha  ! 

Bellair.  I  am  off.  iExit. 

Scene  4.    Blount — Veasey. 

Blount.  What,  shall  I,  Seldeu  Blount,  be  a  popin- 
jay's scoft'? 
Mr.  Veasey,  your  servant. 

Veasey.  I  trust,  on  the  whole, 

That  you've  settled  with  Walpole  the  prices  of  coal. 
Blount.  Coals  be— lighted  below  !  Sir,  the  country's 
in  danger. 

Veasey.  To  that  fact  Walpole  says  that  no  patriot's 
a  stranger. 

Blount.  With  the  safety  of  England  myself  I  will 
task, 

If  you  hold  yourself  licensed  to  grant  what  I  ask. 

Veasey.  Whatsoever  the  terms  of  a  patriotso  staunch, 
Walpole  gives  you — I  speak  as  his  proxy — carte  blanche. 

Blount.  If  I  break  private  ties  where  the  Public's  at 
stake, 

Still  my  friend  is  my  friend :  the  condition  I  make 
Is  to  keep  him  shut  up  from  all  share  in  rash  strife. 
And  secure  him  from  danger  to  fortune  and  life. 
Veasey.  Blount;  agreed.   And  this  friend?  Scarce 
a  moment  ago 

I  marked  Sidney  Ijellair  in  close  talk  with  

Blount.  I  know. 

There's  a  plot  to  be  checked  ere  it  start  into  shape. 
Hark,  Bellair  had  a  hand  in  Lord  Nithsdale's  escape  ! 
Veasey.  That's  abetment  of  treason. 
Blount.  Read  this,  and  attend. 

{Gives  Nithsdale's  note  to  Bellair,  which  Vea- 
sey reads.) 

Snares  atrocious  are  set  to  entrap  my  poor  friend 
In  an  outbreak  to  follow  that  Jacobite's  flight  

Veasey.  In  an  outbreak  !   Where  ?— when  ? 

Blount.  Hush  !  in  London  to-night. 

He  is  thoughtless  and  young.   Act  on  this  informa- 
tion. 

Quick !—  arrest  him  at  once ;  and  watch  over  the 
nation. 

Veasey.  No  precaution  too  great  against  men  dis- 
affected. 

Blount.  And  the  law  gives  you  leave  to  confine  the 
suspected. 

Veasey.  Ay,  this  note  will  suffice  for  a  warrant.  Be 
sure, 

Ere  the  clock  strike  the  quarter,  your  friend  is  secure. 

\_Exit  Veasey. 

Blount.  Good ;  my  rival  to-night  will  be  swept  from 
my  way. 

And  John  Jones  shall  wake  easy  eno'  the  next  day. 
This  girl  do  I  love  ?   No,  my  hate  is  so  strong, 
That  to  me,  whom  she  mocks,  she  alone  shall  belong. 
I  need  trust  to  that  salable  Vizard  no  more. 
Ila !   I  stand  as  Bellair  the  bride's  window  before. 
Oh,  when  love  comes- so  late  how  it  maddens  the 
brain. 

Between  shame  for  our  folly,  and  rage  at  our  pain. 

[Exit. 

Scene  5.   Room  in  Walpole's  House.  Lights. 
Enter  Walpole. 
Walpole.  So  Lord  Nithsdale's  shipped  off.  There's 
an  end  of  one  trouble  ; 
When  his  head's  at  Boulogne  the  reward  shall  be 
double. 

(Seating  himself,  takes  up  a  book — glances  at  it, 
and  throws  it  down.) 
Ptuff !   I  wonder  what  lies  the  Historians  will  tell 
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When  they  babble  of  one  Robert  Walpole !  Well, 
well, 

Let  them  sneer  at  his  blunders,  declaim  on  his  vices, 
Cite  the  rogues  whom  he  purchased,  and  rail  at  the 
prices, 

They  shall  own  that  ajl  lust  for  revenge  he  withstood  ■ 
And,  if  lavish  of  gold,  he  was  sparing  of  blood  ; 
That  when  England  was  threatened  l)y  France  and 
by  Rome, 

He  forced  Peace  from  abroad,  and  encamped  her  at 
home. 

And  the  Freedom  he  left,  rooted  firm  in  mild  laws. 
May  o'ershadow  the  faults  of  deeds  done  in  her  cause  ! 

Enter  Veasey. 

Scene  C.    Walpole— Veasey. 

Veasey  (giving  note).  Famous  news !    See,  Bellair 
has  delivered  himself 
To  your  hands.   He  must  go  heart  and  soul  with  the 
Guelph, 

And  vote  straight,  or  he's  ruined. 

Waljiole  (reading).  This  note  makes  it  clear 

That  he's  guilty  of  Nithsdale's  escape. 

Veasey.  And  I  hear 

That  to-night  he  will  head  some  tumultuous  revolt. 
Unless  chained  to  his  stall  like  a  mischievous  colt. 

Walpole.  Your  informant  ? 

Veasey.  Guess  !  Blount ;  but  on  promise  to  save 
His  young  friend's  life  and  fortune  ! 

Walpole.  What  Blount  says  is  grave. 

He  would  never  thus  speak  if  not  sure  of  his  fact. 

(Signing  warrant.) 
Here  then,  take  my  State  warrant ;  but  cautiously  act. 
Bid  Bellair  keep  his  house— forbid  exits  and  entries ; — 
To  make  sure,  at  his  door  place  a  couple  of  sentries. 
Say  I  mean  him  no  ill ;  but  these  times  will  excuse 
Much  less  gentle  precautions  than  those  which  I  use. 
Stay,  Dame  Vizard  is  waiting  without :  to  her  den 
Nithsdale  fled.   She  came  here  to  betray  him. 

Veaseij.  What  then  ? 

Walpole.  Why,  I  kept  her,  perforce,  till  I  sent,  on 
the  sly, 

To  prevent  her  from  hearing  Lord  Nithsdale's  good- 
bye. 

When  my  agent  arrived,  I'm  delighted  to  say, 
That  the  cage -wires  were  broken, — the  bird  flown 
away ; 

But  he  found  one  poor  captive  imprisoned  and 
weeping ; 

I  must  learn  how  that  captive  came  into  such  keep- 
ing. 

Now  off— nay,  a  moment ;  you  would  not  be  loth 
Just  to  stay  with  Bellair? — I  may  send  for  you  both. 
Veasey.  With  a  host  more  delightful  no  mortal  could 
sup, 

But  a  guest  so  unlooked  for  

Walpole.  Will  cheer  the  boy  up ! 

LExit  Veasey. 

Walpole  (ringing  hand-bell). 

(Enter  Servant.) 
Usher  in  Mrs.  Vizard. 

Scene  7.    Walpole— Mrs.  Vizard. 
Walpole.  Quite  shocked  to  detain  yon. 

But  I  knew  a  mistake,  if  there  M'ere  one,  would  pain 
you. 

Mrs.  Vizard.  Sir,  mistake  there  is  not ;  that  vile 
creature  is  no  man. 

Walpole.  But  you  locked  the  door  ? 

Mrs.  Vizard.  Fast. 

Walpole.  Then,  no  doubt,  'tis  a  woman, 

For  she  slipped  through  the  window. 

Jifr.s.  Vizard.  No  woman  durst ! 

Walpole.  Nay. 
When  did  woman  want  courage  to  go  her  own  way? 

Mrs.  Vizard.  You  jest,  sir.  To  me  'tis  no  subject  of 
laughter. 

Walpole.  Do  not  weep.    The  reward  ?— we'll  discuss 

that  hereafter. 
Mrs.  Vizard.  You'd  not  wrong  a  poor  widow  who 

brought  you  such  news? 
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Walpole.  Wrong  a  widow !— there's  oil  to  put  in  her 
cruze.  {Giving  a 2>ocket-book.) 

Meanwhile,  the  tried  agent  despatched  to  your  house, 
In  that  trap  found  a  poor  little  terrified  mouse, 
Which  called  itself  "  Wilmot" — a  name  known  to  me. 
Say,  how  in  yoiir  trap  did  that  mouse  come  to  be  ? 

Mrs.  Vizard  {hesitatingly).  Sir,  believe  me  

Walpole.  Speak  truth — for  your  own  sake  you  ought. 

Mrs.  Vizard.  By  a  gentleman,  sir,  to  my  house  she 
was  brought. 

Walpole.  Oh,  some  Jacobite  kinsman  perhaps  ? 

Mi-s.  Vizard.  Bless  you,  no ; 

A  respectable  Roundhead.   You  frighten  me  so  ! 

Walpole.  A  respectable  Roundhead  entrust  to  your 
care 

A  young  girl,  whom  you  guard  as  in  prison  ! — Beware : 
'Gainst  decoy  for  vile  purpose  the  law  is  severe. 
Mrs.  Vizard.  Fie,  you  libel  a  saint,  sir,  of  morals 
austere. 

Walpole.  Do  you  mean  Judith  Vizard  ? 

Mrs.  Vizard.  I  mean  Selden  Blount. 

Walpole.  I'm  bewildered !  But  why  does  this  saint 

(no  affront) 
To  your  pious  retreat  a  fair  damsel  confide  ? 
Mrs.  Vizard.  To  protect  her  as  ward  till  he  claims 

her  as  bride. 

Walpole.  'Faith,  his  saintship  does  well  until  that 
day  arrive 

To  imprison  the  maid  he  proposes  to  wive. 
But  these  Roundheads  ai'e  wont  but  with  Roundheads 
to  wed, 

And  the  name  of  this  lady  is  Wilmot,  she  said. 
Every  Wilmot  I  know  of  is  to  the  backbone 
A  rank  Jacobite ;  say,  can  that  name  be  her  own  ? 
Mrs.  Vizard.  Not  a  doubt ;  more  than  once  I  have 

heard  the  girl  say 
That  her  father  had  fought  for  King  James  on  the  day 
When  the  ranks  of  the  Stuart  were  crushed  at  the 

Boyne. 

He  escaped  from  the  slaughter,  and  fled  to  rejoin 
At  the  Court  of  St.  Germain's  his  new  wedded  bride. 
Long  their  hearth  without  prattlers ;  a  year  ere  he  died, 
Lucy  came  to  console  her  who  mourned  him,  bereft 
Of  all  else  in  this  world. 

Walpole  {eagerly).  But  the  widow  he  left ; 

She  lives  still  ? 

Mrs.  Vizard.  No ;  her  child  is  now  motherless. 

Waljjole  {aside).  Fled  ! 

Fled  again  from  us,  sister !   How  stern  are  the  dead  ! 
Their  dumb  lips  have  no  pardon.   Tut !  shall  I  build 
grief 

On  a  guess  that  perchance  only  fools  my  belief? 
This  may  not  be  her  child.  {Rings.) 

{Enter  Servant.) 

My  coach  waits  ? 
Servant.  At  the  door. 

Walpole.  Come ;  your  house  teems  with  secrets  1 
long  to  explore. 

[.Exeunt  Walpole  and  Mrs.  Vizahd. 

Scene  8.   !Mks.  Vizard's  House.   A  lamp  on  the  table. 
Enter  Lvgy  from  her  Room. 
Lucy.  Mistress  Vizard  still  out ! 

{Looking  at  the  clock.) 
What — so  late  ?   O  my  heart ! — 
How  it  beats  !  Have  I  promised  in  stealth  to  depart  ? 
Trust  him — yes  I — but  will  he,  ah  1 — long  after  this 
night. 

Trust  the  wife  wooed  so  briefly,  and  won  but  by  flight  ? 
My  lost  mother  !     {Takes  a  miniatiire  from  her  breast.) 

Oh  couldst  thou  yet  counsel  thy  child  ! 
No,  this  lip  does  not  smile  as  it  yesterday  smiled. 
From  thine  heaven  can  no  warning  voice  come  to 
mine  ear? 

Save  thy  child  from  herself ;— 'tis  myself  that  I  fear. 

Enter  Walpole  and  Mrs.  Vizard  through  tlie  conceal- 
ed door. 

Mrs.  Vizard.  Lucy,  love,  in  this  gentleman  (curtsey, 
my  dear) 
See  a  friend. 

Walj)ole.    Peace,  and  leave  us.    [Exit  Mrs.  Vizard. 


Scene  9.   Walpole — Ltjcy. 

Waljyole.  Fair  girl,  I  would  hear 
From  yourself,  if  your  parents  

Liicy.  My  parents ;  O  say 

Did  you  know  them  ?— my  mother  ? 

Walpole.  The  years  roll  away. 

I  behold  a  grey  hall,  backed  by  woodlands  of  pine ; 
I  behold  a  fair  face— eyes  and  tresses  like  thine— 
By  her  side  a  rude  boy  full  of  turbulent  life, 
All  impatient  of  rest,  and  all  burning  for  strife— 
They  are  brother  and  sister.  Unconscious  they  stand- 
On  the  spot  where  their  paths  shall  divide— hand  in 
hand. 

Hush  !  a  moment,  and  lo  !  as  if  lost  amid  night, 
She  is  gone  from  his  side,  she  is  snatched  from  his 
sight. 

Time  has  flowed  on  its  course— that  wild  boy  lives  in 
me ; 

But  the  sister  I  lost.   Does  she  bloom  back  in  thee  ? 
Speak — the  name  of  thy  mother,  ere  changing  her  own 
For  her  lord's?— who  her  parents? 

Liicy.  I  never  have  known. 

When  she  married  my  father,  they  spurned  her,  she 
said. 

Bade  her  hold  herself  henceforth  to  them  as  the 
dead. 

Slandered  him  in  whose  honour  she  gloried  as  wife, 
Urged  attaint  on  his  name,  plotted  snares  for  his  life ; 
And  one  day  when  I  asked  what  her  lineage,  she 
sighed, 

"From  the  heai't  they  so  tortured  their  memory  has 
died." 

Walpole.  Civil  war  slays  all  kindred— all  mercy,  all 
ruth. 

Lucy.  Did  you  know  her  ? — if  so,  was  this  like  her  in 
youth  ?  [Giving  miniature. 

Walpole.  It  is  she ;  the  lips  speak !  Oh,  I  knew  it ! 
— thou  art 

My  lost  sister  restored ! — to  mine  arms,  to  mine  heart. 
That  wild  brother  the  wrongs  of  his  race  shall  atone ; 
He  has  stormed  his  way  up  to  the  foot  of  the  throne. 
Yes !  thy  mate  thou  shalt  choose  'mid  the  chiefs  of 
the  land. 

Dost  thou  shrink ?— heard  I  right?— is  it  promised, 
this  hand, 

And  to  one,  too,  of  years  so  unsuited  to  thine  ? 
Luc]i.  Dare  I  tell  you  ? 

Wal2)ole.  Speak,  sure  that  thy  choice  shall  be  mine. 
Lucy.  When  my  mother  lay  stricken  in  mind  and  in 
frame. 

All  our  scant  savings  gone,  to  our  succour  there  came 
A  rich  stranger,  who  lodged  at  the  inn  whence  they 
sought 

To  expel  us  as  vagrants.   Their  mercy  he  bought ; 
Ever  since  I  was  left  in  the  wide  world  alone, 
I  have  owed  to  his  pity  this  roof  

Walj)ole.  Will  you  own 

What  you  gave  in  return  ? 

Lucy.  Grateful  reverence. 

Walpole.  And  so 

He  asked  more ! 

Ltiq/.         Ah,  that  more  was  not  mine  to  bestow. 

Walpole.  WTiat !  your  heart  some  one  younger  al- 
ready had  won. 
Is  he  handsome  ? 

LucT/.  Oh  yes ! 

Walpole.  And  a  gentleman's  sou. 

Lucy.  Sir,  he  looks  it. 

Walpole.  His  n<ime  is  

Lucy.  Sir  Sidney  Bellair. 

Walpole.  Eh !  that  brilliant  Lothario  ?  Dear  Lucy, 
beware ; 

Men  of  temper  so  light  may  make  love  in  mere  sport. 
Where  on  earth  did  you  meet?— in  what  terms  did  he 
court? 

Why  so  troubled  ?  Why  turn  on  the  timepiece  your 

eye? 
Orphan,  trust  me. 

Lucy.  I  will.   I  half  promised  to  fly  

Walpole.  With  Bellair.    {Aside.)   He  shall  answer 
for  this  with  his  life. 
Fly  to-night  as  his— what  ? 
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LwcT/.  Tarn  your  face— as  his  wife. 

\_Lii^j  sinks  down,  burying  her  face  in  her 
hands. 

Walpole  {going  to  the  door).  Jasper— ho  ! 

{Enter  Servaj^t  as  he  writes  on  his  tablets.) 
Take  my  coach  to  Sir  Sidney's,  Whitehall. 
Mr.  Yeasey  is  there ;  give  him  this— that  is  all. 

{Tearing  out  the  leaf  from  the  tablet  and  fold- 
ing it  up.) 

Go  out  the  back  way ;  it  is  nearest  my  carriage.* 

{Opens  the  concealed  door,  thro'  which  Exit 
Servant.) 

I  shall  very  soon  know  if  the  puppy  means  marriage. 

Lucy.  Listen  ;  sir,  that's  his  signal ! 

Walpole.  A  stone  at  the  pane  ! 

But  it  can't  be  Bellair— /le  is  safe. 

Lmct/.  There,  again  ! 

Walpole  {peeps  from  the  xcindoio).  Ho!— a  ladder! 
Niece,  do  as  I  bid  you ;  confide 
In  my  word,  and  I  promise  Sir  Sidney  his  bride  ! 
Ope  the  window  and  whisper,  "  I'm  chained  to  the"" 
floor ; 

Pray,  come  up  and  release  me  !" 

Ltiaj  {out  ofthewindow).  "  I'm  chained  to  the  floor;  > 
Pray,  come  up  and  release  me."  I 
Walpole.  I  watch  by  this  door.  | 

lEnters  Lrcv's  room  and  peeping  out.  J 
Blount  enters  through  the  xoindow. 

Scene  10.    Blount,  Lucy,  Walpole  at  watch  unob- 
served. 

Lucy.  Saints  in  heaven,  Mr.  Jones  ! 

Walpole  {aside).  Selden  Blount,  by  old  Nick. 

Blount.  What  I  you  are  not  then  chained  !  Must 
each  word  be  a  trick  ? 
Ah,  you  looked  for  a  gallant  more  dainty  and  trim; 
He  deputes  me  to  say  he  abandons  his  whim ; 
By  his  special  request  I  am  here  in  his  place — 
Saving  him  from  a  crime  and  yourself  from  disgrace. 
Still,  ungrateful,  excuse  for  your  folly  I  make — 
Still  the  prize  be  disdains  to  my  heart  I  can  take. 
Fly  with  me,  as  with  him  you  would  rashly  have 
fled;— 

He  but  sought  to  degrade  you,  I  seek  but  to  wed. 
Take  reveuge  on  the  false  heart,  give  bliss  to  the 
true  I 

Lucy.  If  he's  false  to  myself,  I  were  falser  to  you, 
Could  I  say  I  forget  him. 
Blount.  You  will,  when  my  wife. 

Lticy.  That  can  never  be  

Blount.  Never  1 

Lucy.  One  love  lasts  thro'  life  ! 

Blount.  Traitress !  think  not  this  insult  can  tamely 
be  borne — 

Hearts  like  mine  are  too  proud  for  submission  to 
scorn. 

You  are  here  at  my  mercy — that  mercy  has  died. 
You  remain  as  my  victim  or  part  as  my  bride. 

{Locks  the  door.) 
See  escape  is  in  vain,  and  all  others  desert  you  ; 
Let  tliese  arms  be  your  refuge. 

Wdlpole  {tapping  him  on  the  shoulder).  Well  said. 
Public  Virtue ! 
[Blount,  stupefied,  drops  the  key,  tvhich  Wal- 
pole takes  up,  stepjiing  out  into  the  balcony, 
to  return  as  Blount,  recovering  himself, 
makes  a  rush  at  the  window. 
Waljyole  {stopping  him).  As  you  justly  observed, 
'  See  escape  is  in  vain,' — 
I  have  pushed  down  the  ladder. 
Blount  {with  his  hand  on  his  sword).  'Sdeath,  draw, 
sir ! 

Walpole.  Abstain 
From  that  worst  of  all  blunders— a  profitless  crime ! 
Cut  my  innocent  throat?   Fie,  one  sin  at  a  time. 

Blount.  Sir,  mock  on,  I  deserve  it ;  expose  me  to 
shame, 


*  In  obeying  this  instruction  the  servant  would  not  see  the  Indder, 
which  (as  the  reader  wiU  learn  by  what  immediately  follows)  is 
placed  against  the  balcony  in  the  front  of  the  house. 
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I've  o'erthrown  my  life's  labour,— an  honest  man's 
name. 

Lucy  {stealing  up  to  Blount).  No,  a  moment  of  mad- 
ness can  not  sweep  away 
All  I  owed,  and— forgive  me— have  failed  to  repay ; 

{to  Walpole.) 
Be  that  moment  a  secret. 

Waljiole.  If  woman  can  keep  one, 

Then  a  secret's  a  secret.   Gad,  Blount,  you're  a  deep 
one.        [K7iock  at  the  door ;  Walpole  ojjens  it. 

Enter  Bellair  and  Veasev,  folloived  by  Mrs.  Vizard. 
Scene  11.  Walpole,  Lucy,  Blount,  Veasey,  Bellair, 
Mrs.  Vizard  i7i  the  background. 
Bellair  {not  seeing  Walpole,  ivho  is  concealed  behind 
the  door  which  he  ojiens,  and  hurrying  to  Blount.) 
Faithless  man,  canst  thou  look  on  my  face  un- 
dismayed ! 

Nithsdale's  letter  disclosed,  and  my  friendship  be- 
trayed ! 

What !  and  here  too  !   Why  here  ? 
Blount  {aside).  I  shall  be  the  town's  scoff". 

Wal2iole  {to  Bellair  and  Veasev).  Sirs,  methinks 
that  you  see  not  that  lady— hats  off". 
I  requested  your  presence,  Sir  Sidney  Bellair, 
To  make  known  what  you  owe  to  the  friend  who 
stands  there. 

For  that  letter  disclosed,  your  harsh  language  recant— 
It's  condition  your  pardon  ; — full  pardon  I  grant. 
He  is  here,  you  ask  why,  'tis  to  save  you  to  night 
From  degrading  your  bride  by  the  scandal  of  flight. 

{Draiving  him  aside.) 
Or— hist! — did  you  intend  (whisper  close  in  my  ear) 
Honest  wedlock  with  one  so  beneath  you  ?   I  fear 
You  of  lineage  so  ancient  

Bellair.  Must  mean  what  I  say. 

Do  their  ancestors  teach  the  well-born  to  betray? 

Walpole.  Wed  her  friendless  and  penniless  ? 

Bellair.  Ay. 

Wal2)ole.  Strange  caprice ! 

Deign  to  ask,  then,  from  Walpole  the  hand  of  his 
niece. 

Should  he  give  his  consent,  thank  the  friend  you 
abuse. 

Bellair  {embracing  Blount).  Best  and  noblest  of 
men,  my  blind  fury  excuse  ! 

Waljiole.  Hark,  her  father's  lost  lands  may  yet  serve 
for  her  dower. 

Bellair.  All  the  earth  has  no  lauds  worth  the  bloom 
of  this  flower. 

Lucy.  Ah,  too  soon  fades  the  flower. 

Bellair.  True,  I  alter  the  name. 

Be  my  perfect  pure  chrysolite — ever  the  same. 

Waljjole.  Hold,  I  know  not  a  chrysolite  from  a  car- 
buncle, 

{With  insinuating  blandishment  of  voice  and 
look.) 

But  my  nephew  in  law  should  not  vote  out  his  uncle. 
Bellair.  Robert  Walpole,  at  last  you  have  bought 
me,  I  fear. 

Waljwle.  Every  man  has  his  price.   My  majority's 
clear. 
If,  

{Crossing  quickly  to  Blount.) 
Dear  Blount,  did  your  goodness  not  rank  with 
the  best. 

What  you  feel  as  reproach,  you  would  treat  as  a  jest. 
Baise  your  head— and  with  me  keep  a  laugh  for  the  ass 
Who  has  never  gone  out  of  his  wits  for  a  lass  : 
Live  again  for  your  country — reflect  on  my  bill. 
Blount  {with  emotion,  gras2)ing  Walpot.e's  hand).  You 

are  generous  ;  I  thank  you.   Vote  loith  you  ?— I 

will ! 

Veascy.  How  dispersed  are  the  clouds,  seeming  late- 
ly so  sinister ! — 

Walpole,.  Yes,  I  think  that  the  glass  stands  at  Fair— 
for  the  Minister. 

Veasey.  Ah  !  what  more  could  yon  do  for  the  People 
and  Throne  ? 

Walpole.  Now  I'm  safe  in  my  oflace,  I'll  leave  well 
alone. 
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A  CHAT  ON  BELLS. 

"Why  ring  not  out  the  bells?" 

Shakspeare. 

MUCH  as  we  know  of  the  public  and  do- 
mestic life  of  the  ancients,  there  is  one 
point  on  which  we  are  still  almost  entirely 
ignorant,  and  that  is  the  manner  in  which  they 
announced  the  time  of  the  day  and  the  beginning 
of  ceremonies  or  public  exhibitions.  Various 
instruments,  it  is  true,  have  been  found  which 
it  is  supposed  were  used  for  the  purpose,  but 
whether  they  had  bells  like  those  of  our  day 
has  never  yet  been  satisfactorily  decided.  An 
epigram  of  Martial  speaks  of  the  as  thei'ma- 
ruin,  which  may  have  been  a  bell  announcing 
the  opening  of  public  baths  at  the  ninth  hour 
in  winter  and  at  the  eighth  in  summer ;  and 
Pliny  speaks  in  like  manner  of  the  hour  for 
baths  being  "announced."  But  that  is  all  we 
know  of  it ;  and  the  use  of  bells  becomes  all 
the  more  doubtful  from  the  fact  that  the  early 
Christians  had  none,  even  long  after  their  meet- 
ings had  become  sufficiently  public  to  require, 
some  kind  of  public  announcement.  It  was 
not  until  the  fourth  century  that  the  tuba  was 
used  in  Egyptian  convents  for  the  purpose  of 
summoning  the  inmates  to  their  stated  assem- 
blies ;  and  this  method,  evidently  borrowed 
from  the  directions  given  by  Moses,  remained 
for  some  time  in  force.  The  nuns  managed  it 
much  more  simply ;  in  the  convents  of  Bethle- 
hem, at  least,  the  first  sister  who  awoke  in  the 
morning  sang  aloud  hallelujah !  and  at  once 
all  the  others  were  required  to  rise  and  pray. 
Gradually,  however,  mechanical  means  were 
preferred  ;  and  in  the  eighth  century  a  few  bells 
are  mentioned,  by  the  side  of  the  almost  uni- 
versal sonorous  boards,  which  were  struck  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  the  desired  signals.  It 
is  well  known  that  these  sacred  boards  are  still 
exclusively  used  in  the  East.  They  consist  of 
a  long  thin  plank,  which  the  priest  balances 
before  him  with  his  left  arm,  while  he  strikes  it 
with  a  hammer  in  a  certain  rhythm,  produc- 
ing higher  and  lower  sounds  according  to  the 
place  where  the  instrument  falls.  The  same 
quaint  device  is  mentioned  by  Marco  Polo 
as  in  common  use  among  the  Chinese  to  an- 
nounce the  hours  of  the  day  and  the  occur- 
rence of  fires,  and  has  since  been  found,  either 
of  wood  or  of  iron,  in  almost  every  Eastern 
country. 

St.  Gregory  of  Tours  is  probably  the  first 
author  who  speaks,  in  the  sixth  century,  of  a 
signum  or  a  bell,  which  was  struck  at  the  be- 
ginning of  Divine  service  and  to  announce  the 
canonical  hours.  Later  authors  inform  us,  at 
great  length,  that  bells  are  an  Italian  invention, 
having  been  first  made  in  the  town  of  Nola,  in 
Campania,  and  that  they  obtained  from  this 
circumstance  the  names  of  Campana,  when  of 
large  size,  and  of  Nola,  Avhen  smaller.  This 
derivation  is,  however,  more  than  doubtful,  al- 
though Campania  Avas  famous  in  times  of  an- 
tiquity already  for  the  perfection  to  which  the 


two  arts  most  needed  in  casting  bells  were  car- 
ried there — the  art  of  making  all  kinds  of  cop- 
per utensils,  and  that  of  making  large  vessels 
of  burned  clay.  At  all  events,  bells  must  have 
been  of  early  nse  in  the  Christian  Church,  for 
they  are  frequently  mentioned  by  French  eccle- 
siastic writers  toward  the  end  of  the  sixth  cen- 
tury ;  and  St.  Columba  had  one  as  early  as  599 
in  his  famous  convent,  on  the  remote  Scottish 
island  of  lona. 

How  rare  they  must,  nevertheless,  have  been 
for  some  time  appears  from  the  use  made  of 
one  belonging  to  St.  Stephen's,  in  the  city  of 
Sens,  in  Burgundy.  When  the  town  was  be- 
sieged by  King  Clotharius,  we  are  told,  the 
bishop  went  to  his  church  and  rang  the  bell, 
whereupon  the  enemy,  terribly  frightened,  ran 
away  and  abandoned  the  siege.  England,  also, 
had  bells  very  early  ;  at  least  St.  Cuthbert,  one 
of  the  pupils  of  the  Venerable  Bede,  sent  a  bell 
to  a  Bishop  Lullus  in  Germany,  and  uses  in  his 
letter  of  explanation  for  the  first  time  the  Latin 
word  clocca,  which  has  survived  in  all  languages 
except  our  own. 

In  Spain  bells  had  the  rare  good  fortune  of 
becoming  martyrs.  The  Christians  enjoyed, 
even  under  Moorish  yoke,  the  right  of  worship- 
ing God  after  their  own  manner;  but  this  did 
not  exempt  them  from  much  obloquy,  and  the 
-faithful  followers  of  Mohammed  ridiculed  espe- 
cially their  fashion  of  summoning  the  devout  to 
church  by  the  ringing  of  bells ;  and  when  the 
excessive  zeal  of  some  Christian  fanatics  pro- 
voked the  wrath  of  the  calif,  he  ordered  the 
bells,  together  with  the  roofs  of  the  churches, 
to  be  taken  down.  For  there,  as  in  Germany, 
and  in  some  cases  in  England,  the  single  bell, 
of  which  a  church  boasted,  was  suspended  be- 
tween two  pillars,  built  in  the  western  gable- 
end,  and  running  up  to  some  little  height  above 
the  roof.  When  several  bells  became  desira- 
ble, special  belfries  began  to  be  built,  first, 
merely  above  the  crest  of  the  roof,  and,  finally, 
as  separate  structures,  either  quite  apart  from 
the  holy  edifice,  as  in  Italy,  or  in  the  Gothic 
style,  forming  part  of  the  church  itself. 

Toward  the  middle  of  the  ninth  century  bells 
became  general,  not  only  in  convents  and  cit- 
ies, but  especially  in  villages,  for  the  purpose 
of  summoning  distant  parishioners.  It  was 
then  that  bells  made  their  way  even  to  the  East, 
for  we  read  of  a  Venetian  duke  who,  in  865, 
presented  Michael,  Emperor  of  Greece,  with 
twelve  magnificent  brass  bells,  which  found  a 
place  in  a  belfry  built  specially  for  them  by 
the  side  of  St.  Sophia.  Godfrey  of  Bouillon 
introduced  them  in  Jerusalem  ;  but,  with  the 
exception  of  such  isolated  cases,  the  Orient 
adhered  pertinaciously  to  the  ancient  soimding- 
board,  and  after  the  conquest  of  Constantino- 
ple the  strong  prejudice  of  Turks  and  Jews 
against  bells  banished  them  nearly  altogether 
from  Eastern  lands. 

What  they  lost  in  foreign  lands  they  seem, 
however,  quickly  to  have  rsgained  by  the  in- 
creasing reverence  Avith  Avhich  they  Avere  looked 


0 


A  CHAT  ON  BELLS. 


upon  in  Christian  countries.    While  only  a  few- 
small  specimens  survived  in  convents  on  Mount 
Athos  and  on  the  Lebanon,  Western  Europe 
soon  came  to  consider  them  as  indispensable 
on  church  and  convent.    And  when  by  Greg- 
ory the  Great  the  ceremonies  of  the  Church 
were  more  firmly  established,  and  all  the  imple- 
ments of  a  holy  edifice  received  a  special  con- 
secration, bells  also  were  deemed  to  be  fit  for 
holy  service  only  after  having  been  solemnly 
consecrated  to  their  religious'  purpose.  They 
must  even  have  been  baptized  for  specific 
ends,  or  the  solemn  prohibition  could  not  have 
been  promulgated  by  Charlemagne,  "  that  bells 
should  not  be  christened  nor  papers  be  hung  up 
on  poles  for  the  purpose  of  warding  off  hail," 
Both  customs  had  apparently  become  quite  gen- 
eral, since  Gregory  of  Tours  tells  us  ingenuous- 
ly how  he  had  suffered  the  total  loss  of  all  fruit 
in  his  vineyard  by  hail  for  many  years,  till  he  had 
at  last  suspended  a  piece  of  wax  taken  from  the 
grave  of  St.  Martin  on  the  highest  tree,  where- 
upon no  more  hail  had  fallen  in  that  district ! 
The  liturgy  of  the  Church  soon  contained  elab- 
orate directions  about  all  the  formalities  to  be 
observed  in  baptizing  a  bell,  the  majority  of 
which  are  still  in  use  to  this  day  and  in  this 
country.    For  this  purpose  the  bell  is  suspend- 
ed provisionally  at  such  height  that  the  priest 
can  conveniently  walk  around  it  and  touch  the 
,  inside  as  well  as  the  outside.    Then  a  seat  or 
a  throne  is  placed  by  its  side  for  the  bishop, 
and  upon  a  table  a  vessel  with  holy- water,  a 
salt-cellar,  a  clean  linen  cloth  to  wipe  the  bell, 
a  vial  with  oil,  the  holy  chrism,  thyme,  in- 
cense, myrrh,  and  a  vessel  for  burning  incense. 
The  bishop,  with  a  simple  mitre  on  his  head 
and  the  crosier  in  his  hand,  sits  down  before 
the  bell  and  recites  certain  psalms ;  then  he 
blesses  the  water  and  salt,  as  in  the  consecra- 
tion of  a  church,  chants  an  anthem,  mixes  salt 
and  water,  and  washes  with  it  the  inside  and 
outside  of  the  bell,  aided  by  the  other  minis- 
tering priests.    When  this  is  done  he  recites 
more  psalms,  makes  the  sign  of  the  cross  with 
the  holy  oil,  as  in  the  case  of  a  sick  person,  on 
the  bell,  and  prays  with  uncovered  head.  This 
ceremony  is  several  times  repeated,  while  a  ves- 
sel is  placed  under  the  bell  to  receive  the  holy- 
water  that  may  run  down,  and  the  linen  cloths 
that  served  to  dry  it  are  solemnly  burned.  Then 
incense  is  thrown  upon  the  coals  and  burned 
till  the  whole  bell  is  filled  with  the  smoke,  while 
the  choir  is  chanting  more  psalms ;  a  portion 
of  St.  Luke's  gospel  is  read,  and  after  repeat- 
ed crossings  and  genuflections  the  ceremony  is 
ended. 

A  part  of  the  ceremony  is  the  christening  or 
naming  of  the  bell,  which  is,  however,  by  no 
means  a  purely  Christian  custom  ;  for  the  Chi- 
nese have  from  time  immemorial  been  in  the 
habit  of  naming  their  bells,  as  well  as  their 
ships,  exactly  as  is  done  by  Wef;tern  nations. 
The  oldest  instances  of  such  a  christening  known 
to  us  belong  to  the  time  of  Pope  John  XIIL, 
who  named  a  bell  in  the  Lateran  Church  after 
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himself  or  his  patron  saint,  Johannes ;  and  to 
Abbot  Turketul,  of  Croyland,  in  Lincolnshire, 
who  bestowed  upon  a  peculiarly  large  bell  the 
name  of  the  patron  of  his  convent,  Gudlac  ;  an 
example  wdiich  was  followed  by  his  successor, 
who  named  the  six  bells  of  a  chime  after  saints 
and  abbots,  and  the  two  smallest  Pega  and  Bega. 
Soon  it  became  fashionable  to  bestow  exclusive- 
ly female  names  upon  bells,  and  gradually  sur- 
names crept  into  use  ;  one  was  called  Maxima, 
another  Quarta  and  Quinta ;  the  two  magnifi- 
cent bells  in  the  cathedral  of  Cologne  bore  the 
names  of  Preciosa  and  Speciosa,  and  another 
German  bell  was  called  Cantabona.  Occasion- 
ally the  old  name  survives,  at  least  in  the  pop- 
ular mind,  even  after  some  famous  bell  has  been 
recast  and  then  rechristened.  Thus  an  enor- 
mous bell  in  Erfurth,  Germany,  was  renamed 
Maria  Gloriosa;  but  to  this  day  the  common 
people  call  it  Susanna,  and  love  to  repeat  the 
old  saying  that  "Big  Susanna  drives  the  devil 
away."  In  Oxford  Great  Tom  survives  still, 
although  the  bell  was  recast  under  Bloody  Mary, 
and  received  from  her  the  name  of  Maria.  Nor 
were  nicknames  wanting,  as  among  men  ;  thus, 
a  bell  in  Rouen  was  called  the  Butter  Bell,  be- 
cause the  church  in  wdiich  it  hung  was  built 
with  the  money  received  for  dispensation  to  eat 
butter  during  Lent.  In  Spain  the  love  of  sol- 
emn ceremonies  first  led  to  the  regular  appoint- 
ment of  godfathers  and  godmothers  on  such  oc- 
casions ;  witnesses  also  were  invited,  and  guests 
requested  to  attend  the  solemnity — frequently 
only  in  order  to  defray  the  heavy  expenses  of 
feasts  celebrated  at  the  christening. 

The  Reformation  led,  as  was  to  be  expect- 
ed, to  very  lively  debates  on  the  propriety  of 
bell-christenings,  and  Protestant  Churches  gen- 
erally have  ceased  to  bestow  any  names  upon 
their  bells.  Occasionally  prayers  are  oftered 
during  the  process  of  casting  a  bell,  because  it 
is  considered  as  fraught  with  great  dangers  for 
the  workmen ;  in  Prussia  the  influence  of  the 
fancifid  mind  of  the  last  king  has  in  some  in- 
stances led  to  a  return  to  the  old  custom,  but 
in  England  and  in  this  country  all  religious  cer- 
emonies seem  to  have  been  abandoned  in  this 
connection. 

This  christening  is,  however,  by  no  means 
the  only  superstition  connected  with  bells.  On 
the  contrary,  the  Christians  of  the  early  Mid- 
dle Ages  were  almost  universally  disposed  to 
look  upon  them  as  endowed  in  some  mysterious 
manner  with  supernatural  powers.  Their  lofty 
position  high  in  the  air,  amidst  the  clouds  of 
heaven,  and  far  from  the  din  and  turmoil  of  the 
earth  beneath,  gave  them  a  strange  charm  in 
the  eyes  of  the  credulous;  and  as  the  state 
of  the  atmosphere  and  a  thousand  then  un- 
known influences  affected  the  sound  of  their 
vast  masses  of  metal,  the  excited  mind  of  tlie 
listeners  was  prone  to  believe  that  they  spoke 
in  sympathy  with  men,  now  rejoicing  and  ex- 
ulting, now  plaintively  and  sadly,  and  ever  and 
anon  even  foretelling  some  dire  calamity.  The 
very  fact  that  they  had  received  holy  baptism 


452 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


and  bore  Christian  names  endowed  them  in  the 
popular  mind  with  a  life  of  their  own. 

It  was  considered  certain  that  bells  disliked 
to  leave  the  church  to  whose  patron  saint  they 
had  been  dedicated,  and  the  congregation  to 
whom  they  had  spoken  on  all  solemn  occasions 
for  many  generations.  It  was  difficult,  there- 
fore, to  move  them,  and  they  were  known  to 
have  resisted  all  efforts  to  transport  them  in 
various  ways.  At  one  time  a  large  number  of 
horses  could  not  move  one  an  inch,  and  when 
they  at  last  succeeded  in  starting  they  only 
reached  a  swamp,  into  which  the  bell  sank 
hopelessly,  or  a  bridge,  which  broke  under  the 
heavy  weight  and  allowed  it  to  be  buried  for- 
ever in  its  watery  grave.  Even  the  mere  in- 
tention of  removing  a  bell  made  its  sound  dim 
and  faint,  or  silenced  it  altogether ;  and  if  the 
bell  was  removed  against  its  will,  and  all  resist- 
ance had  been  overcome,  little  was  gained  by 
the  triumph,  "or  the  exile  rang  henceforth  so 
piteously,  or  obstinately  refused  to  give  any 
sound  at  all,  that  it  had  to  be  quickly  sent 
back  to  its  former  home,  if  it  was  not  to  perish 
of  homesickness  at  the  strange  place  by  crack- 
ing to  pieces.  Ducange  tells  us  of  such  a  bell 
at  Leinster,  in  Ireland,  which  had  been  carried 
there  from  a  distant  parish  church,  and  had  to 
be  exorcised  every  night  and  fastened  to  its 
belfry,  or  it  would,  as  it  frequently  did,  return 
overnight  to  its  former  place  of  residence.  If 
a  bell  had  been  buried  underground  it  found 
no  rest  in  the  earth  or  the  water ;  pious  ears 
heard  it  ring  from  time  to  time,  and  thus  led  to 
their  happy  return  to  the  light  of  heaven  and  a 
useful  career.  Thus  it  happened  in  Valencia 
in  1499 :  an  old  woman,  who  piously  came  ev- 
ery evening  to  say  her  prayers  in  a  chapel  of 
the  Virgin,  repeatedly  heard  the  ringing  of  a 
bell  beneath  her  knees.  She  was  so  urgent  in 
her  demand  to  have  the  matter  investigated 
that  at  last  the  pavement  was  taken  up,  and 
search  was  made,  and  a  few  feet  below  a  large 
bell  and  an  image  of  the  Virgin  were  found, 
where  they  had  probably  been  hid  by  early 
Christians  in  time  of  war. 

Nor  does  popular  superstition  forget  the  arch- 
enemy of  all  churches  and  of  whatever  aids  the 
cause  of  the  Church  ;  hence  the  devil  goes  about 
eagerly  trying  to  injure  and  destroy  bells.  Even 
the  little  bell  by  which  St.  Benedict's  friend 
used  to  announce  to  him  his  daily  arrival  with 
provisions  excited  the  ire  of  Satan,  and  he 
crushed  it  under  a  huge  rock  w'hich  he  threw 
upon  it  from  on  high.  As  consecration  makes 
bells  safe  against  his  machinations,  he  pursues 
them  especially  before  they  have  been  baptized, 
and  many  a  story  is  current  in  all  countries  of 
unlucky  bells  that  were  cast  down  from  steeple 
and  belfry  because  they  had  not  been  duly 
christened.  On  the  other  hand,  bells  have  great 
power  over  the  Evil  One,  and  can  drive  him  and 
his  wicked  spirits  from  the  neighborhood  as  far 
as  their  sound  can  be  heard.  This  special  en- 
dowment they  owe  generally  to  some  virtue  in 
the  pious  man  who  has  consecrated  them,  as 


when  Bishop  Benno  bestowed  upon  some  the 
ability  to  drive  away  hail  and  tempest,  or  to 
the  water  from  the  river  Jordan,  with  which 
they  were  frequently  baptized. 

Other  bells,  it  is  firmly  believed,  have  a  mys- 
terious power  of  ringing  by  their  own  volition, 
generally  for  the  purpose  of  announcing  some 
public  calamity  or  sudden  death,  and  of  thus 
warning  men  to  prepare  their  minds.  It  is  sur- 
prising to  learn  how  general  this  superstition 
is  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  even  in  En- 
gland, and  how  firmly  this  faith  seems  to  be 
established  in  the  minds  of  otherwise  enlight- 
ened men.  Benedictine  and  Dominican  con- 
vents especially  used  to  boast,  in  former  days,  of 
bells  which  would  unfailingly  announce  by  their 
spontaneous  ringing  the  impending  death  of  one 
of  their  brethren.  The  most  famous  bell  of 
this  kind  is  one  belonging  to  the  Church  of  St. 
Nicholas,  at  Velilla,  in  Aragon  ;  it  measures  ten 
yards  around,  and  bears  two  crosses  on  the  out- 
side, one  toward  the  west  and  the  other  toward 
the  east.  Whenever  a  great  public  calamity 
impends  on  the  land  it  begins  to  ring  by  itself 
a  few  months  before,  and  the  records  of  the 
town  state  repeatedly  that  careful  search  has 
been  made  in  many  cases  to  ascertain  if  sudden 
gusts  of  wind,  mischievous  men,  or  earthquakes 
might  not  have  caused  the  phenomenon,  but  in- 
variably in  vain.  At  least  nine  great  calami- 
ties were  thus  announced  beforehand,  of  each 
of  which  careful  entries  were  made  at  the  time 
in  the  records  of  the  town  and  of  the  kingdom 
of  Aragon,  and  countless  explanations  were 
given  by  priests  and  prelates.  The  last  rem- 
nant of  such  superstitions  is  probably  the  Lying 
Bell,  in  High  Street,  in  Ghent,  which  still  bears 
that  name  because,  as  the  people  firmly  believe, 
it  still  continues,  as  of  old,  to  summon  the  nuns 
of  the  convent  to  which  it  belongs  invariably 
either  too  soon  or  too  late  to  their  devotions. 

The  Far  East  has  been  far  in  advance  in  the 
use  of  bells ;  we  are  told  that  small  bells  and 
large  bells  have  been  at  home  there  from  time 
immemorial.  In  old  Sanscrit  writings,  like  the 
Hitopadesa  of  the  fifth  century,  bells  are  men- 
tioned, although  they  were  probably  only  quite 
small,  as  one  could  be  stolen  by  a  thief,  and 
fall  into  the  hands  of  a  monkey,  who  was  dis- 
covered in  a  lady's  apartment  by  its  treacher- 
ous tinkling.  The  huge  bells  of  the  Chinese 
are  not  rung  like  ours,  but  beaten  with  wooden 
clubs,  and  they  utter  a  dismal,  dull  sound,  ow- 
ing mainly  to  their  cylindrical  shape.  Marco 
Polo  relates  that  Pekin  had  its  curfew,  like  the 
Norman  evening  bell  established  after  the  Con- 
quest ;  for  a  large  bell  on  a  central  tower  was 
struck  at  night,  and  every  body  had  instantly 
to  return  to  his  house  ;  while  the  hours  of  the 
day  were  marked  by  watchmen,  who  beat  upon 
a  plank  of  well  seasoned  wood.  The  French 
Jesuits,  who  were  connected  with  the  famous 
missions  of  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  cen- 
turies, mention  large  bells  in  all  the  great  cities 
of  the  empire  by  the  side  of  huge  drums,  both  of 
which  instruments  were  uninterruptedly  beaten 
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during  the  night,  although  in  a  variety  of  ways, 
so  as  to  enable  every  body  at  all  times  to  know 
what  hour  it  was.  That  tne  Chinese  love  to 
adorn  their  pagodas  with  a  multitude  of  small 
bells,  and  to  listen  to  their  tinkling  as  they  are 
shaken  by  the  winds,  is  well  known.  The  Bur- 
mans  also  seem  to  be  fond  of  large  bells,  for 
when  the  English  took  Rangoon  they  found  in 
the  Dagon  Pagoda  a  bell  which  was  valued  at 
£17,000.  At  Tegu  there  hang  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Gaudma  Temple  three  huge  bells, 
and  every  believer,  as  he  brings  his  sacrifice, 
strikes  alternately  one  of  them  and  then  the 
ground  with  a  stag's  horn  in  order  to  inform 
the  god  of  his  presence  and  his  offering. 

The  bell  most  frequently  heard  in  Catholic 
countries  is  that  which  is  rung  in  the  morning, 
at  noon,  and  in  the  evening,  especially  since 
these  sounds,  originally  intended  as  an  admoni- 
tion to  prayers,  have  become  signals  for  the  be- 
ginning of  school-hours  and  the  return  home  of 
the  weary  laborer  in  the  fields  from  his  day's 
work.  The  evening  bell  is  by  far  the  oldest,  as 
we  may  judge  from  the  severity  with  which  the 
curfew  {couvre  fexC)  was  enforced  by  the  Nor- 
man masters  of  England,  who  prohibited  the 
burning  of  any  fire  or  light  after  this  bell  had 
been  rung  at  seven  or  eight  o'clock.  This  was, 
however,  by  no  means  an  evidence  of  Norman 
tyranny,  for  the  same  regulations  prevailed 
nearly  throughout  Christendom,  in  order  to  pro- 
tect the  houses,  which  were  almost  universally 
of  wood,  from  being  burned  and  robbed  by  evil- 
doers. It  was  only  under  Pope  John  XXI L, 
in  1330,  that  the  three  recitals  of  the  Ave  Maria, 
which  are  now  customary  in  Catholic  countries, 
were  required  during  the  ringing  of  this  even- 
ing bell.  These  prayers  were  originally  pre- 
scribed as  a  protection  against  the  infidels  and 
an  intercession  for  the  souls  of  the  slain  crusad- 
ers ;  now  they  are  not  unfairly  suggestive  of  a 
blessing  invoked  upon  the  finished  labors  of  the 
day.  Travelers  give  most  impressive  descrip- 
tions of  the  deep  and  touching  impression  pro- 
duced by  the  instantaneous  effect  of  this  cus- 
tom, when  the  first  sound  of  the  bell  produces 
in  the  house  and  on  the  high-road,  on  the  public 
promenade  and  in  the  crowded  assembly,  an 
immediate  cessation  of  work  or  movement — all 
doff  their  hats,  the  devout  sink  on  their  knees, 
and  a  whole  population  invokes  in  silence  the 
aid  of  Heaven. 

The  tolling  of  bells  arose  originally,  and  in 
the  very  oldest  times  apparently,  from  a  desire 
of  dying  persons  thus  to  appeal  to  their  bi'etli- 
ren  to  offer  prayers  in  their  behalf.  Gradually, 
however,  the  custom  prevailed  of  making  this 
appeal  not  for  the  living  but  for  the  departed, 
and  special  modifications  were  introduced  in 
order  to  inform  the  neighborhood  of  the  sex, 
age,  and  condition  of  the  deceased.  In  Prot- 
estant countries  this  custom  has  become  almost 
obsolete,  although  in  England  the  passing  bell 
is  yet  occasionally  rung  to  announce  a  death. 
But  the  tolling  of  bells  during  the  funeral  is  all 
the  more  general  in  sj)ite  of  its  superstitious  or- 


igin. It  was  first  intended  to  keep  off  evil 
spirits  from  the  procession  ;  and  hence  not  only 
church  bells  were  rung,  but  the  mourners  also 
were  armed  with  small  hand-bells  for  the  same 
purpose.  This  is  one  of  the  most  curious  cases 
in  which  Christianity  long  continued  the  usages 
of  heathen  antiquity,  for  the  latter  also  employ- 
ed "sounding  brass"  to  keep  oft"  demons  at  the 
time  of  public  sacrifices  and  solemn  ceremonies. 
A  similar  reason  led  to  the  ringing  of  a  small 
bell  which  precedes  the  priest  who  carries  the 
holy  communion  to  a  dying  person,  and  which 
invariably  accompanies  the  "  venerabile"  on  its 
white  horse  when  the  Pope  is  on  his  travels. 
These  bells  obtained  in  some  mysterious  way  so 
sacred  a  character  that  oaths  were  sworn  upon 
them  in  England — a  custom  which  still  survives 
in  Ireland  ;  so  that,  as  late  as  1832,  a  rural  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  in  the  county  of  Clare  allowed 
such  an  oath  to  be  sworn  on  a  very  ancient 
"  Clog-orgha,"  or  Golden  Bell.  Thieves  are  re- 
ported to  have  been  so  afraid  of  the  powers  of 
this  bell  that  they  have  preferred  confessing 
their  guilt  and  restoring  the  stolen  property  to 
being  confronted  with  the  dread  instrument. 
This  Golden  Bell  has,  since  the  days  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  belonged  to  a  family  of  Keane,  of 
Beech  Park.  It  is  of  very  rude  shape,  oval, 
cast  of  bronze,  and  covered  with  thin  plates  of 
gilt  silver,  and  in  its  Avay,  beyond  doubt,  one 
of  the  most  remarkable  bells  in  existence. 

In  Schiller's  admirable  poem,  "The  Bell," 
the  words  fulyura  frango,  "I  break  lightning," 
are  added  to  the  other  powers  with  which  bells 
are  endowed,  and  present  another  instance  of 
the  perversion  of  a  good  and  appropriate  cus- 
tom into  vile  superstition.  The  early  Church 
permitted  the  ringing  of  bells  upon  the  approach 
of  violent  storms  and  the  breaking  out  of  fires, 
in  order  to  summon  good  Christians  to  offer 
their  prayers  to  the  Almighty  in  behalf  of  the 
poor  sufferers.  Soon,  however,  the  opinion  be- 
gan to  prevail  that  the  bells  themselves  possess- 
ed a  magic  power  to  scatter  thunder-clouds,  to 
drive  off  hail,  and  to  extinguish  fires,  because 
all  these  pernicious  occurrences  were  vulgarly 
ascribed  to  the  agency  of  evil  demons,  and  the 
consecrated  bell  could  defy  the  emissaries  of 
Satan.  Even  the  Reformation  was  not  quite 
able  to  dispel  this  common  ei;ror ;  and  down  to 
the  last  century  violent  disputes  were  carried 
on  on  the  question,  whether  it  was  the  magic 
poAver  of  holy  bells,  or  merely  the  concussion  of 
the  air  caused  by  their  ringing,  which  occasion- 
ally succeeded  in  breaking  tempest  -  clouds. 
Finally,  however,  careful  observation  led  to  the 
conviction  that  the  ringing  of  bells,  so  far  from 
being  useful  on  such  occasions,  actually  caused 
great  calamities ;  and  the  Academy  of  Paris 
once  published  a  remarkable  case  of  twenty- 
four  neighboring  churches  being  destroyed  by 
lightning  while  their  bells  were  rung,  although 
other  churches,  which  lay  between,  remained 
unharmed  because  they  kept  silence. 

Really  useful  bells  are,  on  the  other  hand, 
1  the  huge  instruments  suspended  on  exposed 
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rocks  on  dangerous  coasts,  like  that  on  Bell 
Rock,  on  the  eastern  coast  of  Scotland,  where 
already  the  old  monks  of  Aberbrothock  used  to 
ring  a  bell  in  foul  weather,  in  order  to  warn 
vessels  oif  the  treacherous  rock.  Other  local- 
ities on  the  English  and  French  coasts  have 
even  two  or  more  bells  for  similar  purposes. 
Nor  are  they  wanting  on  high  mountain  passes, 
as  on  the  Great  Veen  and  near  the  famous 
convent  of  St.  Bernard  ;  while  in  Russia  the  vil- 
lage bells  are  rung  during  heavy  snow-storms 
for  the  benefit  of  bewildered  travelers. 

As  every  good  ear  instinctively  loves  to  hear 
harmonious  sounds  in  the  ringing  of  bells,  the 
latter  have  from  time  immemorial  been  sub- 
jected to  various  processes  in  order  to  make 
them  musical.  In  a  MS.  which  is  ascribed  to 
the  sixth  century  a  monk  is  already  seen  busily 
engaged  in  striking  five  little  bells  which  are 
suspended  on  an  iron  rod,  and  the  probability 
is  that  such  miniature  chimes  were  used  to 
direct  and  accompany  the  chanting  of  psalms 
and  hymns.  England  has  always  been  re- 
nowned for  successful  efforts  of  this  kind.  A 
Cambridge  printer,  Fabian  Stedman,  published 
already  in  the  seventeenth  century  a  book  on 
"Change-ringing  in  regular  peals;"  and  a  fa- 
mous society  of  college  youths,  presided  over 
by  Warners,  used  to  travel  about  the  country 
practicing  on  all  church  steeples  to  which  they 
could  obtain  access,  and  amusing  the  people 
by  their  strange  performances.  England  be- 
came known  abroad  as  the  Ringing  Island,  and 
the  art  was  reduced  to  strict  and  useful  rules. 
The  Netherlands  are,  however,  now  the  real 
home  of  chimes,  of  which  the  first  was  there 
made  in  1487  by  an  artist  of  Alost.  Nearly 
every  church  steeple  and  tower  there  has  its 
set  of  bells,  which  are  nowadays  rarely  played 
by  hand,  but  by  means  of  a  regular  mechanism, 
performing  after  the  manner  of  clock-work,  and 
yet  allowing  a  musical  artist  free  access  to  the 
key-board.  The  larger  cities  can  by  no  means 
boast  of  the  finest  chimes,  though  Amsterdam 
has  one  of  twenty  bells,  which  weigh  25,000 
pounds ;  but  the  finest  and  fullest  are  often 
found  in  smaller  places,  and  the  comparatively 
insignificant  town  of  Delft  boasts  of  the  largest 
and  most  costly  chimes  in  the  world. 

Miniature  chimes  of  the  simplest  kind  are 
finally  found  in  districts  where  the  grazing  of 
cattle  is  practiced  by  a  people  naturally  en- 
dowed with  a  keen  appreciation  of  musical 
sounds,  as'  in  Thuringia  and  Switzerland.  In 
these  regions  the  bells  with  which  the  herds 
are  provided  are  so  attuned  that  their  sounds 
harmonize,  and  under  all  circumstances  pro- 
duce pleasing  accords.  This  has  led  to  the 
well-known  Ranz  des  Vaches,  a  kind  of  na- 
tional song  of  the  Swiss,  which  was  said  to 
exercise  such  irresistible  effects  on  the  minds 
of  the  people,  especially  when  away  from  their 
native  mountains,  that  the  French  kiugs  had 
to  prohibit  its  being  played  by  regimental 
bands,  lest  their  faithful  Swiss  guards  should 
sicken  and  die  of  homesickness ! 


Russia  holds  the  foremost  rank  with  regard 
to  the  number  and  size  of  her  bells.  Ev- 
ery church  has  its  complete  set,  and  Moscow 
is  said  to  possess  alone  seventeen  hundred  of 
them ;  while  a  single  steeple  boasts  of  four 
stories,  with  thirtv-seven  large  bells.  Hence 
the  noise  is  almost  appalling,  especially  on 
holidays,  and  most  especially  on  Easter-Sun- 
day, when  every  body,  from  the  highest  to 
the  lowest,  has  the  right  to  mount  a  steeple 
and  strike  the  bells  as  long  and  as  hard  as  he 
chooses.  The  Church  of  St.  John  (Joan),  in 
the  ancient  city,  claims  the  precedence  over 
all  others  in  point  of  number  and  fabulous  size 
of  its  bells,  although  the  accounts  are  so  ex- 
traordinary in  some  cases  as  to  make  it  diffi- 
cult to  ascertain  the  truth.  It  is  certain,  how- 
ever, that,  after  the  city  had  been  burned  to 
make  it  useless  to  the  French  invaders,  one  of 
the  bells,  called  the  Big,  and  weighing  124,000 
pounds,  which  had  fallen  to  the  ground,  was 
recast  at  the  Emperor's  bidding,  and  then 
weighed — thanks  to  considerable  additions  of 
superior  bell -metal — 144,000  pounds.  It  is 
twenty-one  feet  high,  and  measures  eighteen 
feet  in  diameter,  while  its  outside  is  ornament- 
ed with  the  images  of  the  Imperial  family,  and 
with  haut-rel'ief  groups  of  the  Saviour,  the  Vir- 
gin, and  St.  John.  This  is  in  all  probability 
the  largest  bell  in  use  ;  but  its  size  is  surpassed 
by  one  which  seems  never  to  have  been  hung 
even.  It  is  called  Tzar  Kolokol,  the  "Emper- 
or of  Bells,"  weighs  400,000  pounds,  and  meas- 
ures twenty-two  feet  and  a  half  in  diameter. 
Cast  in  the  days  of  the  Empress  Ann,  it  was 
for  some  unaccountable  reason  left  in  the  cav- 
ity in  the  ground  in  which  it  had  been  formed, 
till  the  Emperor  Nicholas  ordered  it  to  be  taken 
out,  and  had  it  placed  on  a  brick  foundation  at 
the  foot  of  the  great  Joan.  England  also  used 
to  be  particularly  rich  in  bells  till  the  days 
when  the  convents  were  destroyed ;  they  were 
then  recklessly  disposed  of,  and  scattered  all 
over  the  world.  It  is  reported  that  Henry 
VIII.  once  wagered  a  hundred  pounds  and 
one  of  the  belfries  of  London  with  four  of  the 
largest  bells  in  the  cit}',  and  that  Sir  Miles 
Partridge,  who  won  the  bet,  had  them  melted 
down,  and  sold  the  valuable  bell-metal.  Oth- 
ers were  sent  to  Russia,  and  many  found  on 
their  way  a  grave  in  the  waves.  There  are, 
however,  numerous  bells  and  sets  of  beils  still 
in  existence  of  great  size  and  beauty ;  as  the 
ten  bells  of  the  cathedral  at  Exeter ;  the  twelve 
bells  of  Southwark,  nine  of  which  are  over  four 
hundred  years  old ;  and  the  famous  chime  of 
St.  Leonard,  in  Shoreditch,  which  Queen  Eliz- 
abeth enjoyed  so  much  that  she  always  stopped 
to  listen  to  their  merry  ringing  when  they  wel- 
comed her  on  her  retin-n  to  London.  Uni- 
versity Church,  in  Cambridge,  has  a  set  which 
Handel  spoke  of  admiringly  ;  and  Great  Tom, 
of  Christchurch  College,  Oxford,  is  known  all 
over  England.  The  largest  bells  are  of  recent 
origin,  and  foremost  among  them  are  those  of 
St.  Peter's,  in  York  Minster,  and  the  famor.s 
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hour-bell  of  the  new  Houses  of  Parliament — 
Big  Ben,  of  Westminster — which  weighs  33,600 
pounds.  The  fondness  of  the  common  people 
for  their  bells  is  well  illustrated  by  the  popular 
song  about  London  bells  : 

Gay  go  up  and  gay  go  down, 

Do  ring  the  bells  of  London  town. 

Halfpence  and  farthings, 
Say  the  bells  of  St.  Martin's. 

Oranges  and  lemons. 

Say  the  bells  of  St.  Clement's. 

Pancakes  and  fritter.?,  , 
Say  the  bells  of  St.  Peter's. 

Two  sticks  and  an  apple. 
Say  the  bells  of  Whitechapel. 

Kettles  and  pans, 

Say  the  bells  of  St.  Anne's. 

You  owe  me  ten  shillings. 
Say  the  bells  of  St.  Helen's. 

When  will  yon  pay  me? 
Say  the  bells  of  Old  Bailey. 

When  I  grow  rich. 

Say  the  bells  of  Shoreditch. 

Pray  when  will  that  be? 
Say  the  bells  of  Stepney. 

I  am  sure  I  don't  know, 
Says  the  great  bell  of  Bow. 

In  Erance  the  Vandal  destruction  of  bells  at 
the  time  of  the  great  Revolution  was  even  more 
fatal  than  in  England,  and  yet  here  also  a  few 


remarkable  chimes  have  been  happily  preseiwed. 
The  most  famous  of  all  French  bells  is  the  great 
bourdon  of  Notre  Dame,  in  Paris,  which  dates 
from  the  year  1400,  when  it  received  the  name 
of  the  donor's  wife,  Jaqueline.  It  was,  how- 
ever, repeatedly  recast,  and  at  last  with  such 
success  that  its  sound  is  now  as  magnificent 
as  melodious,  producing  a  perfect  accord.  In 
1794  it  was  taken  down,  lest  it  should  be  used 
as  an  alarm-bell,  and  was  not  rehung  till  the 
celebration  of  the  Concordat,  in  1802,  since 
which  it  is  only  rarely  used,  except  on  great 
holidays,  when  it  requires  sixteen  men  for  its 
ringing.  Other  countries  can  boast  likewise 
of  fine  bells,  and  Germany  has  especially  some 
of  the  most  musical ;  but  many  can,  unfortu- 
nately, no  longer  be  used,  because  their  ring- 
ing might  endanger  the  steeples  in  which  they 
are  suspended.  Erfurth  boasts  of  a  gigantic 
Maria  Gloriosa,  which  is  for  this  reason  con- 
demned to  perpetual  silence  ;  while  the  largest 
of  all  is  probably  hanging  in  the  steeple  of  St. 
Stephen's,  in  Vienna.  It  was  cast,  under  Jo- 
seph I.,  out  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  can- 
nons, taken  from  the  Turks,  and  is  most  richly 
adorned  with  an  abundance  of  sculptures  and 
inscriptions ;  and  yet  it  is  claimed  for  the  bell 
of  the  Strasbourg  Cathedral  that  it  surpasses  all 
the  bells  of  the  world  in  beauty  of  form  and 
richness  of  ornamentation. 
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IT  is  not,  of  course,  possible  that  New  York 
feels  any  chagrin  that  Boston  has  given  the 
most  colossal  concert  ever  known  upon  the  con- 
tinent ;  but  it  is  observable  that,  as  wind  and  fire 
finally  leveled  the  last  timbers  of  the  Boston  Col- 
iseum in  the  dust,  the  first  step  was  taken  toward 
the  Beethoven  Centennial  Celebration  in  New 
York.  The  project  is»not  yet  matured;  but  a 
vision  of  something  very  large  indeed,  some- 
thing "metropolitan,"  begins  to  allure  expect- 
ation ;  and  Boston,  having  scored  handsomely 
in  the  game,  sits  upon  the  ruins  of  her  Colise- 
um and  the  profits  of  her  Jubilee  to  see  what 
New  York  will  do. 

If  New  York  will  build  a  proper  hall  for  mu- 
sical and  other  public  purposes,  she  will  do  well, 
and  the  Beethoven  Centennial  will  not  be  in  vain. 
The  Cooper  Institute  hall  is  large  enough  for  po- 
litical meetings,  and  Steinway  Hall  is  good  for 
many  purposes;  but  it  is  not  a  beautiful  nor 
imposing  room,  as  a  great  hall  should  be.  The 
most  impressive  hall  in  the  country  is  still  the 
Boston  Music  Hall,  where  great  height  and  two 
galleries,  one  above  the  other,  with  the  organ 
and  the  imposing  statue  of  Beethoven,  give  a 
fine  feeling  of  dignity.  But  the  Music  Hall 
lacks  one  of  the  chief  characteristics  of  a  noble 
room  for  the  purposes  to  which  it  is  devoted, 
and  that  is,  brilliancy.  It  is  too  dark.  There 
is  no  smiling  splendor  of  effect,  which  is  always 
so  enlivening.  The  darkness  of  the  hall  may 
be  agreeable  to  weak  eyes ;  it  may  even  be  de- 
scribed as  "very  much  better  than  a  glare  of 


light;"  but  brilliancy  remains  an  indispensable 
quality  of  a  great  hall  devoted  to  popular  enjoy- 
ment. 

Yet,  whether  dark  or  light,  how  much  has  been 
enjoyed  in  that  stately  room  !  What  memorable 
figures  have  passed  across  that  platform  !  What 
exquisite  strains  of  music,  sung,  played,  or  spok- 
en, have  died  along  those  Avails !  No  one  who  is 
fiimiliar  with  our  history  for  the  last  twenty  years 
will  sit  in  that  hall  for  any  purpose  but  sudden- 
ly he  sees  it  crowded  with  a  silent  and  attentive 
throng;  sees  a  reading-desk  with  vases  of  flow- 
ers, and  a  man  of  sturdy  figure  standing  behind 
it,  whose  voice  is  deep  and  penetrating  and  sin- 
cere ;  whose  words  are  things ;  who  has  a  cer- 
tain rustic  shyness  of  movement ;  but  whose  sen- 
tences roll  and  flash  like  the  volleys  of  a  trained 
soldiery ;  and  who  stands  in  the  warmth  of  his 
own  emotion  and  the  sympathy  of  his  audience 
an  indomitable  gladiator,  compelling  the  admi- 
rati(m  even  of  his  enemies  as  he  fights  with  the 
Ephesian  beasts.  Against  him,  as  he  stands 
there  every  Sunday  preaching  to  that  vast  mul- 
titude what  seems  to  him  the  truth,  and  break- 
ing to  them  what  he  believes  to  be  the  very 
bread  of  life,  other  men  are  preaciiing  and  pray- 
ing, and  the  excommunications  of  the  Vatican 
against  Luther,  shorn  of  their  thunder  and  light- 
ning, are  hurled.  Who  is  he  that  judges  motives 
and  sincerity?  We  do  not  know  in  this  world 
what  is  believed,  but  only  what  is  said  and  done. 

This  man,  with  bald  head  set  low  upon  high 
square  shoulders,  who  looks  firmly  at  the  great 
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audience  through  spectacles,  and  speaks  in  a 
low,  half-nasal  tone,  visits  the  widows  and  fa- 
therless, and  keeps  himself  unspotted  from  the 
world.  What  he  believes,  others  may  ques- 
tion. What  he  is,  every  aspiring  soul  must 
admire.  Although  almost  every  one  of  them 
would  have  theologically  cast  him  out,  and  have 
recoiled  from  him  with  dismay,  yet  he  preserves 
more  than  any  other  the  traditional  power  and 
individuality  of  the  old  New  England  clergy. 
He  applies  the  eternal  truth,  the  moral  law,  as 
he  feels  it,  to  the  life  and  times  around  him. 
They  are  heated  white,  and  his  words  are  blows 
of  a  sledge-hammer  to  mould  them  into  noble 
form.  That  dauntless  mien  is  the  true  symbol 
of  his  mental  aspect  as  he  confronts  the  men- 
acing principalities  and  powers ;  and  the  man 
whose  voice  has  so  often  charmed  the  crowded 
hall  is  one  of  the  few  who  distinctly  see  and  fore- 
tell the  terrible  war. 

Long  since  his  tongue  is  silent.  He  who  came 
of  the  toughest  stock,  and  might  have  looked  to 
live  almost  a  century,  died  when  it  was  half  spent. 
It  may  have  seemed  to  the  great  throng  easy  to 
climb  that  platform  and  preach  a  sermon  every 
Sunday  morning;  but  to  study  early  and  late 
as  if  he  would  master  all  knowledge — to  write, 
books,  lectures,  and  speeches — to  travel  hard  b}^ 
night  and  day,  losing  his  sleep  and  his  food,  and 
by  the  dim  light  in  the  car  still  pushing  out  the 
frontiers  of  his  learning — to  deny  himself  exer- 
cise and  needful  rest  while  the  mental  tension 
was  so  constant  and  the  moral  warfare  so  in- 
tense— this  was  not  easy ;  this  was  to  violate 
all  the  laws  of  life,  which  none  knew  better; 
and  suddenly  the  stretched  harp-string  snapped, 
and  there  was  no  more  music  ! 

Not  every  one  who  knew  his  power  knew  into 
what  sweetness  and  tenderness  it  could  be  soft- 
ened, nor  suspected  that  in  the  gladiator  there 
was  the  loving  and  simple  heart  of  the  boy. 
Here,  as  the  Easy  Chair  sits  listening  to  the 
orchestra,  it  recalls  the  preacher  when  he  was 
the  minister  of  a  rural  parish,  and  used  to  come 
strolling  through  the  tields  and  patches  of  wood 
to  measure  his  Avit  with  the  friendly  scholar  who 
Avas  the  chief  at  Brook  Farm,  or  to  sit  docile  at 
his  feet  of  counsel  and  sympathy.  Or,  again,  it 
sees  him  in  his  country  pulpit,  the  same  sturdy, 
heroic  athlete,  trying  and  temperfng  the  weapons 
with  which  he  was  to  fight  upon  this  larger  scene. 
It  was  a  noble  character;  a  devoted,  generous, 
inspiring  life ;  a  memory  always  hallowed  in  this 
hall.  The  conductor  waves  his  baton !  The  sym- 
phony thunders  from  a  hundred  instruments,  but 
through  them  all  breathes  the  low  tone  of  the  re- 
membered voice. 

"Fled  is  that  music?   Do  I  wake  or  sleep?" 

And  as  the  concert  proceeds,  one  of  the  series 
of  the  Harvard  Musical  Association,  whose  con- 
certs are  the  musical  pride  of  Boston,  at  which 
the  performance  is  all  of  the  purest  classical  mu- 
sic— so  pure  and  so  severe  that  the  profane  some- 
times secretly  ask  whether  melody  in  music  is  the 
unpardonable  sin,  and  are  peremptorily  answered 
by  the  elect:  "No;  but  rub-a-dub-dub  and  tum- 
ti-iddity  are  not  music" — as  the  concert  proceeds 
it  is  surely  a  striking  spectacle.  The  great  hall, 
rather  dimmer  than  ever  because  of  the  con- 
sciousness of  daylight  outside,  is  full  of  people, 
gathered  in  the  afternoon,  not  only  from  the 


city,  but  from  all  the  environs  within  twenty 
miles,  and  they  sit  as  attentive  and  absorbed 
as  a  class  of  students  at  an  interesting  lecture. 
If,  in  such  a  concert,  melody  is  not  the  unpar- 
donable sin,  whispering  is.  Woe  betide  a  whis- 
perer at  a  Harvard  Musical !  It  were  better  for 
him,  or  even  her,  that  the  money  for  the  tickets 
had  been  expended  at  the  minstrels  or  the  mu- 
seum. You  might  as  well  be  a  forger,  a  swin- 
dler, a  perjurer,  a  burglar  in  ordinary  life,  as  to 
be  a  whisperer  at  a  Harvard  Musical.  Yes — you 
might  as  well  "  speak  right  out  in  meetin' "  itself 
as  whisper  here. 

Such  a  disciplined  audience,  so  quiet,  so  at- 
tentive, so  susceptible  to  the  slightest  sigh  of  the 
oboe  or  wail  of  the  violin,  is  a  marvelous  specta- 
cle. They  are  hearing  the  finest  and  much  of 
the  freshest  music  in  the  world.  They  are  not 
exactly  sympathetic ;  perhaps  the  character  of 
the  music  does  not  permit  it.  They  applaud 
calmly,  and,  as  it  were,  with  reservations.  It 
really  seems  sometimes  that  they  approve  the 
music  rather  than  enjoy  it.  But  the  Easy  Chair 
reflects  with  pride  that  the  organizer  of  these 
concerts,  if  such  a  word  may  be  used — and  cer- 
tainly with  no  exclusion  of  the  co-operation 
which  alone  makes  such  concerts  possible — is 
a  Brook  Farmer ;  and  it  complacently  smiles 
upon  the  great  multitude  as  unconscious  pupils 
of  that  Arcadian  influence. 

And,  indeed,  in  other  days  in  this  same  city 
of  Boston — in  the  halcyon  days  of  the  "Acad- 
emy" concerts  at  the  old  Odeon,  or  still  more 
ancient  Boston  Theatre  —  many  of  the  Brook 
Farmers  were  often  present  in  the  flesh.  Those 
were  the  days,  or  rather  the  nights,  when  Beet- 
hoven was  truly  introduced  to  America.  Pre- 
luded with  the  pretty  "  Zanetta"  overture  by 
Auber,  or  with  the  "  Serment"  or  the  "Domi- 
no Noir,"  or  with  Herold's  shrill  "Zampa,"  or 
some  strain  which  would  not  now  be  tolerated 
in  the  Harvard  concerts,  the  Fifth  Symphony 
was  played  until  it  became  familiar.  And  the 
long,  willowy  Schmidt  stood  at  the  head  direct- 
ing, proud  as  a  general  commanding  his  col- 
umn. In  the  audience,  earnest,  interested,  at- 
tentive, sparkling  with  Rumor,  was  jNIargaret 
Fuller,  not  hesitating,  when  the  thoughtless 
girls  whispered  and  tittered  and  giggled  in  the 
most  solemn  adagio  strains,  to  lean  over  when 
the  movement  ended,  and  to  say  to  the  oflfend- 
ers :  "But  let  us  have  our  turn  too;  some  of 
us  came  to  hear  the  music, " 

There,  also,  was  the  delegation  from  Brook 
Farm,  in  whose  appearance  it  was  plain  to  see 
that  in  Arcadia  the  hair  was  worn  long,  that 
the  stiff  cravat  and  collar  were  repudiated,  and 
that  woolen  blouses  were  a  mute  protest  against 
the  body  coats  of  a  selfish  and  competitiA^e  civ- 
ilization. Those  young  fellows  walked  in  from 
the  Farm  and  out  again.  They  made  nothing 
of  ten  miles  or  so  each  way  under  the  winter 
stars.  And  with  them  and  of  them,  already 
accomplished  in  the  beautiful  science,  already 
familiar  with  the  great  works  of  the  great  com- 
posers, was  the  present  tutelary  genius  of  the 
Harvard  concerts,  whose  life,  consecrated  as 
critic  and  lover  to  this  art,  has  been  a  true  serv- 
ice to  his  city,  and,  reflectively,  to  the  country. 

But  even  Boston  does  not  deny  the  charm  of 
Theodore  Thomas's  orchestra,  and  the  delight 
of  the  New  York  Philharmonic  music.  Indeed, 
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there  was  no  audience  which,  from  its  training, 
was  more  authorized  to  judge  the  great  excel- 
lence of  the  Thomas  orchestra  than  that  of  the 
Harvard  concerts.  But  when  he  went  to  Bos- 
ton it  was  not  a  doubting  Thomas,  lie  did  not 
play  Bach  and  Beethoven  only,  but  he  tickled 
the"  amazed  multitude  with  positive  tunes.  He 
raised  his  baton,  and  his  varied  orchestra,  a  sin- 
gle instrument  in  his  magic  grasp,  consented  to 
waltzes ;  or,  like  a  cathedral  choir  becoming 
suddenly  a  lark,  trilled  airy  roundelays,  with 
which  delighted,  but  not  all  assured  of  the  pro- 
priety of  delight,  the  audience. smiled  and  shook, 
and  the  youngest  catechumens  even  tapped  time 
faintly  with  their  feet!  A  sound  which,  could 
it  be  conceived  audible  in  the  midst  of  one  of  the 
Harvards,  would  probably  cause  such  a  shudder 
of  horror  that  the  hall  itself  would  fall  as  by  an 
earthquake. 

Thus  the  Music  Hall  itself  is  a  kind  of  sym- 
phony of  memories.  It  is  full  of  delightful 
ghosts.  Among  the  visible  figures  there  are  a 
host  of  the  unseen;  and  every  singer,  player, 
speaker,  as  he  stands  for  an  hour  upon  the  plat- 
form, is  measured  by  the  masters  of  his  art. 
But  in  the  famous  Peace  Jubilee  it  had  no 
part.  Indeed,  the  musical  taste  of  which  it  is 
peculiarly  the  temple  resisted  the  colossal  and 
continuous  concert  with  bells,  anvils,  and  can- 
non as  something  monstrous,  and  as  repulsive 
to  true  art  as  a  huge  and  clumsy  Eastern  idol. 
But  not  even  the  finest  taste  of  the  Music  Hall 
denied  the  impressiveness  and  grandeur  of  the 
result.  New  York,  in  the  Beethoven  Centen- 
nial, will  have  immense  advantages.  The  mu- 
sical resources  of  the  city  are  truly  "metropoli- 
tan," and  such  should  the  festival  be. 


There  is  one  famous  ear  both  in  sacred  and 
profane  history.  The  ear  of  the  servant  of  the 
High  Priest  was  ruthlessly  cut  off  by  some  eager 
disciple ;  but  the  wound  was  healed  by  the  disci- 
ple's master.  That  the  ear  had  offended  does  not 
appear.  Indeed,  in  its  nature  the  ear  would  seem 
to  be  a  very  harmless  member.  But  that  its  re- 
moval assuages  a  particular  kind  of  wrath  is  evi- 
dent from  the  contemptuous  threat,  "I'll  cut  off 
your  ears  I"  Nor  is  it  always  a  threat,  merely, 
as  the  celebrated  Jenkins's  ear  in  profane  histo- 
ry attests.  That  ear  set  Spain  and  England  by 
the  ears :  an  expression  which  really  means  not 
ears  at  all,  but  arms,  Jenkins's  ear  put  En- 
gland and  Spain  in  arms ;  and  it  happened  in 
this  way : 

When  the  South  Sea  bubble  burst  in  England 
the  Company  were  permitted  by  Spain  to  send 
one  single  ship  a  year  to  trade  to  the  gold  coast 
of  South  America,  But  it  presently  became  as- 
tonishing to  Spain  how  much  freight  that  single 
ship  could  carry ;  and  ui)on  investigation  it  ap- 
peared that  the  big  ship  was  accompanied  by  a 
cloud  of  little  ships  fully  laden,  which  transferred 
their  cargoes  to  the  hold  of  the  big  ship  as  fast  as 
it  was  emptied,  so  that  the  single  ship  had  the 
commercial  capacity  of  a  great  fleet.  It  was  For- 
tunatus's  purse,  never  empty;  or  it  was  whipping 
the  devil  round  the  stump.  But  whatever  it  was, 
it  was  exasperating  to  the  high-stepping  Spanish 
don  whose  vessels  overhauled  the  little  English 
vessels,  and  with  much  more  expedition  than  cer- 
emony. So  one  pleasant  morning,  iu  the  year 
1731,  the  modest  little  craft  Rebecca,  Captain 


Jenkins,  was  brought  to  by  a  Spanish  ship— a 
coast-guarder,  as  she  was  called;  and  as  the 
Rebecca  carried  nothing  properly  contraband, 
the  indignant  Spaniard,  outraged  by  that  very 
fiict,  seized  innocent  ('aptain  Jenkins,  nearly 
hanged  him,  and  finally  tore  off  his  ear  and 
flung  it  in  his  face,  crying,  "There!  carry  it  to 
your  king,  and  tell  him  of  it," 

Captain  Jenkins  obeyed  to  the  letter.  He 
made  all  haste  for  England,  and,  when  he  ar- 
rived, hurried,  with  the  owners  of  the  Rebecca, 
to  Hampton  Court  and  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 
But  Sir  Kobert  Walpole  was  bent  upon  peace 
at  any  price ;  and  the  luckless  Jenkins  carried 
his  ear  to  the  clubs  and  the  newspapers — Jen- 
kins's ear,  gentle  reader,  to  the  clubs  and  the 
newspapers !  Is  there  not  a  mysterious  and 
awful  prophecy  and  analogy  lurking  in  this  sol- 
emn history  ?  A  few  years  later  England  was 
tired  of  peace  at  any  price,  even  that  of  the  ears 
of  Englishmen.  And,  as  it  were,  seizing  Jen- 
kins's ear  it  brandished  it  in  the  face  of  Spain, 
and  defied  it  to  mortal  combat :  a  defiance  fol- 
lowed by  Admiral  Vernon's  miserable  failure, 
and  by  the  romantic  triumphs  of  Anson.  Car- 
lyle,  of  course,  does  not  omit  to  mention  the 
"Jenkins-ear  question."    "Half  the  world,"  he 

says,  "lay  hidden  in  embryo  under  it  The 

incalculable  Yankee  nation  itself,  biggest  phe- 
nomenon (once  thought  beautifulest)  of  these 
ages,  this,  too,  little  as  careless  readers  on  either 
side  of  the  sea  now  know  it,  lay  involved.  Shall 
there  be  a  Yankee  nation,  shall  there  not  be? 
Shall  the  New  World  be  of  S[)anish  type,  or  shall 
it  be  of  English  ?  Issues  which  we  may  call  im- 
mense." 

Such  a  prodigious  part  has  J enkins's  ear  played 
in  history  !  Such  were  the  results  of  carrying  that 
ear  to  clubs  and  newspapers !  Is  it  fortunate  for 
mankind  that  Jenkins's  ear  is  immortal  ?  For  he 
is  still  carrying  it  every  where,  and  involving  us 
in  the  consequences.  Now  a  man  with  such  an 
ear — an  ear  which  he  exploits  for  his  own  ad- 
vantage and  the  detriment  of  others — is  not  an 
agreeable  object,  and  certainly  not  a  desirable 
visitor.  Yet  he  takes  that  ear  about,  and  ap- 
plies it  to  every  body's  mouth,  and  to  any  key- 
hole or  other  convenient  fissure  through  which 
sounds  can  pass.  And  he  compels  the  eye  to 
conspire  with  the  ear,  so  that  the  name  of  Jen- 
kins as  noisily  fills  our  world  as  it  did  that  of 
George  the  Second  long  ago.  But  there  is  this 
difference — that  the  old  Jenkins  stirred  the  wrath 
of  one  nation  against  another,  while  the  new  Jen- 
kins merely  excites  general  disgust  with  himself; 
and  there  are  probably  very  few  intelligent  per- 
sons who,  having  quietly  laughed  at  his  perform- 
ances, are  not  amazed  that  other  intelligent  })Co- 
\Aq.  permit  him  to  enter  their  houses. 

When  Father  Hyac  inthe  came,  Mr.  Jenkins, 
as  the  ICasy  Chair  duly  noted,  hastened  to  his 
j  hotel  at  once,  and  applied  his  ear,  so  to  say,  to 
every  pore  in  the  good  father's  body,  and  to 
every  drawer  of  the  bureaus  and  tables  in  iiis 
I  room.    But  the  public,  notwithstanding  the  ef- 
foi-ts  of  the  Easy  Chair,  instead  of  regarding 
I  Jenkins  as  a  benefa(ttor  of  iiis  race,  and  his 
;  conduct  as  a  signal  illustration  of  the  invinci- 
:  hie  enterprise  of  a  free  and  enlightened  metro- 
politan press,  contemi)tuously  considered  him  as 
I  a  nuisance,  and  his  intrusion  upon  a  modest 
!  stranger  as  unpardonable  impertinence.  Jen- 


458 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


kins  thereupon  held  up  his  ear  in  the  most  swag- 
gering fashion,  and  declared  that  the  famous 
priest  had  sought  to  bring  himself  into  speak- 
ing-distance of  that  ear;  and  he  described  his 
own  effronteiy  as  "granting  an  audience"  or 
something  of  the  kind  to  Father  Hyacinthe. 
To  do  this,  of  course,  Jenkins  intruded  into 
the  editorial  domain.  But  does  not  the  fair 
fame  of  the  press  require  that  the  Jenkins  brag- 
gadocio be  carefully  excluded  from  that  region  ? 

Let  us  all  remember  that  the  power  of  the  press 
is  prodigious,  but  that  it  does  not  spring  from 
the  essential  superiority  of  the  writer  to  the  read- 
er, but  from  the  extent  of  the  audience.  The 
editor  is  a  man  with  a  speaking-trumpet,  and 
whatever  he  says  is  said  with  such  a  tremen- 
dous roar  and  reverberation  that  every  body  is 
forced  to  heai'.  But  a  foolish  word  echoes  and 
thunders  as  loudly  as  wisdom  itself.  Conse- 
quently the  editor's  position  is  very  responsible 
and  very  perilous.  It  demands  a  very  strong 
head,  or  he  becomes  giddy  with  his  power  and 
its  exercise,  and  he  plays  upon  his  trumpet,  not 
to  help  men  and  clear  their  way,  but  merely  to 
show  his  own  skill  and  promote  his  own  glor}'. 
When  this  is  the  case  the  danger  is  threaten- 
ing; for  this,  which  is  mere  seliishness,  leads 
the  performer  to  sacrifice  every  thing  to  gratify 
his  determination  to  be  heard  and  stared  at. 
"Into  paint  will  I  grind  thee,  my  bride."  No- 
thing is  sacred  to  this  spiiit.  It  is  Jenkins 
upon  the  rampage.  It  is  Jenkins  judging  men 
and  things  by  the  standard  of  his  own  vanity. 
Alas !  when  Jenkins  establishes  himself  in  the 
editorial  chair,  the  degradation  of  the  press  is 
complete.  Jeems  is  king.  If  the  editor  ought 
to  struggle  to  keep  Jenkins  out  of  his  columns, 
why  also  do  not  Mr.  Greeley,  or  Mr.  Beecher,  or 
Father  Hyacinthe,  or  Mr.  Sumner,  or  whoever 
it  may  be,  when  Mr.  Jenkins  calls  with  his  little 
book  and  pencil — the  modern  familiar  of  the  In- 
quisition— why  do  not  these  gentlemen  politely 
show  him  to  the  door  ?  If  they  Avould  but  think 
of  it  for  a  moment,  they  are  responsible  for  him. 
Jenkins  is  a  very  harmless  fellow,  but  he  can  not 
stand  the  consciousness  of  power  and  import- 
ance. That  makes  him  giddy.  It  makes  him 
sometimes  seem  to  be  drunk.  When,  therefore, 
a  conspicuous  man  patiently  sits  down  and  an- 
swers whatever  questions  may  be  put  to  him  by 
Jenkins,  that  individual  inevitably  feels  that  the 
conspicuous  man  doesn't  dare  to  do  otherwise. 
He  is  immediately  conscious  of  a  very  dizzy  sense 
of  power.  He  has  at  once  the  advantage  of  the 
conspicuous  man,  for  when  he  prints  his  report 
he  can  insist  that  it  is  most  accurate  ;  and  if  the 
subject  of  it  denies  that  he  said  what  is  attribu- 
ted to  him,  Mr.  Jenkins  replies  that  he  wrote  it 
down  at  the  time,  and  the  conspicuous  gentle- 
man did  not.  Jenkins  is  in  the  highly  advan- 
tageous position  of  the  cross-examining  counsel 
who  says  to  the  badgered  witness,  "Now,  Sir, 
remember  that  you  are  upon  your  oath,  and  take 
great  care  what  you  are  going  to  say." 

Besides,  in  this  country,  where  this  worthy 
Jenkins  ought  now  to  be  pretty  well  understood, 
every  conspicuous  man  knows  the  object  of  his 
visit.  You,  for  instance — the  gentle  reader  who 
is  at  this  moment  honoring  the  Easy  Chair  by 
perusing  this  page — you  are  undoubtedly  a  con- 
spicuous man.  Let  us  then  suppose  that  it  is 
suddenly  rumored  that  you  raise  phenixes,  or 


that  you  sacrifice  a  bull  to  Jupiter  in  your  spare 
chamber  every  New- Year's  Day.  You  had,  in- 
deed, thought  your  Christian  character  tolera- 
bly apparent.  You  go  regularly  to  the  church 
of  which  you  are  a  member,  and  to  whose  funds 
you  liberally  subscribe.  Your  word  is  believed; 
you  do  not  steal  your  neighbor's  spoons  nor  sign 
his  name  to  checks  for  a  liberal  amount.  But 
this  pagan  sacrifice  in  your  spare  chamber  is  ex- 
tremely appetizing  to  Mr.  Jenkins,  and  his  lit- 
tle ring  at  the  door  is  followed  by  his  entrance, 
note-book  in  hand. 

As  you  see  him  enter,  you  know  Avhat  he  has 
come  for.  Do  you  ask  him  ?  It  is  hardly  nec- 
essary. But  if  you  do,  he  says  at  once,  and  with 
a  very  superior  air  of  candor :  "As  a  representa- 
tive of  the  press,  Sir,  I  seek  the  truth.  It  collects 
the  news,  but  it  aims  to  tell  the  truth.  The  fame 
of  newspaper  men  is  that  of  a  class  devoted  to  the 
search  of  truth.  The  press,  in  a  word.  Sir,  is  the 
priesthood  of  truth.  I  should  be  glad,  in  the  in- 
terests of  truth,  to  have  the  particulars  of  the  an- 
nual sacrifice  of  a  bull  in  your  spare  chamber; 
and,  first  of  all,  I  will  trouble  you  to  show  me 
the  chamber."  Now  the  best  reply  to  make  to 
Mr.  Jenkins  would  be  the  question  whether  he 
would  not  prefer  to  see  the  bull  first,  or  the  ob- 
servation that  you  have  no  doubt  if  you  show 
him  the  chamber  that  he  will  furnish  his  read- 
ers with  the  bull.  But  before  making  any  re- 
ply Avhatever,  why  not  reflect  a  moment  upon 
what  he  has  said  ? 

Mr.  Jenkins  announces  his  object  to  be  the 
truth.  Do  you  believe  that  ?  Wouldn't  he  very 
much  prefer  to  know  that  you  do  sacrifice  a  bull 
rather  than  that  you  do  not?  And  is  that  the 
spirit  of  truth-seeking  or  of  sensation  hunting? 
Besides,  your  experience  has  shown  you  a  hun- 
dred times  what  use  he  will  make  of  your  story. 
He  will  make  the  most  of  it.  Supposing,  for  a 
moment,  that  his  object  Avere  not  truth  but  a  sen- 
sation— it  is  incredible,  but  suppose  it — he  would 
probably  "write  it  up"  in  an  effective  manner. 
Indeed  the  experienced  reader  of  newspapers 
may  possibly  recall  narrations  of  interviews  in 
which  the  austere  regard  fgr  truth  which  always 
animates  Mr.  Jenkins  seemed  to  have  yielded  to 
a  willingness  to  gratify  a  love  of  gossip,  or  what 
is  now  popularly  called  the  desire  of  a  sensation. 
Now  if  the  conspicuous  man  sits  down  and  tells 
the  truth,  what  is  he  to  expect  ?  That  Jenkins 
will  simply  report  it  ?  Shall  we  all  read  in  the 
Sword  of  Justice  the  next  morning,  "We  are 
authorized  to  state  that  the  story  now  current  in 
the  papers  that  [Honorable  or  Reverend]  Con- 
spicuous Man  sacrifices  a  bull  to  Jupiter  every 
New-Year's  Day  is  wholly  untrue  ?" 

Or  shall  we  read  this,  for  instance:  "Our 
special  reporter  called  yesterday  morning  upon 
the  [Honorable  or  Reverend]  Conspicuous  Man 
to  institute  those  inquiries  in  regard  to  the  alleged 
sacrifice  of  a  bull  after  the  ancient  pagan  manner, 
Avhich  our  duty  to  funiish  ample  details  of  all 
news  to  our  readers  and  our  still  higher  duty  to 
truth  and  to  the  public  morality  and  the  sacred  in- 
terests of  society,  of  which  a  free  and  independ- 
ent press  is  the  disinterested  champion  and  watch- 
man upon  the  outer  wall,  impose.  The  Honor- 
able Conspicuous  Man  lives  at  No.  4010  Avenue 
X,  at  the  intersection  of  Five  hundred  and  Sec- 
ond Street.  The  house  is  a  plain  modest  man- 
sion of  yellow  brick  with  red  trimmings.  The 
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blinds  of  the  inspected  chamber  were  partially 
closed,  and  one  or  two  slats  of  the  lower  blinds 
were  broken  off.  The  steps  from  the  street  to 
the  door  are  six  in  number,  and  there  is  an  iron 
railing  at  the  sides,  probably  to  assist  elderly  per- 
sons in  ascending,  or  to  prevent  children  from 
falling  into  the  area.  A  door-mat  lies  upon  the 
upper  step  chained  to  the  railing — the  chain  se- 
cured by  a  padlock,  the  key  of  which,  we  have 
good  reason  to  believe,  lies  in  a  certain  drawer 
of  a  table  in  the  kitchen.  But  the  most  careful 
inquiries  failed  to  elicit  any  satisfactory  informa- 
tion upon  this  point,  although  the  demand  was 
made  in  the  interests  of  truth'  and  that  regard 
for  the  preservation  of  the  public  virtue  which  it 
is  the  highest  pride  of  an  independent  press  to  ob- 
serve. The  inquiries  in  regard  to  the  key  of  the 
door-mat  were  addressed  to  a  fat  person  of  the 
female  sex  in  a  dirty  calico  gown,  apparently  the 
cook,  who  was  leaning  over  the  area  railing  as 
our  reporter  ascended  the  steps  and  conducted 
his  researches,  but  who  to  his  urbane  questions 

only  replied  that  she  would  see  him  first : 

of  which  he  immediately  made  a  note,  so  that 
the  authenticity  of  his  report  can  not  be  safely 
contradicted."    We  continue  in  his  own  words  : 

"Ringing  the  bell,  which  is  attached  to  a  plat- 
ed knob  at  the  side  of  the  door,  and  which  upon 
being  pulled  produces  an  interior  tintinnabula- 
tion, we  waited  for  a  few  moments,  and  peeping,  in 
the  interests  of  truth  and  of  public  virtue,  through 
the  side-lights  or  windows  of  the  dooi',  found  our 
vision  obscured  by  shutters  upon  the  inside.  At 
length,  however,  the  door  was  opened,  and  we 
were  shown  into  the  house  by  an  extremely  pret- 
ty house-maid,  who,  as  we  learned  upon  investi- 
gation, discharged  the  combined  duties  of  wait- 
er and  chamber-maid.  Her  name  is  Bridget 
O'Flaherty ;  aged  twenty-four ;  a  medium  bru- 
nette ;  about  five  feet  four  inches  in  height ;  born 
in  the  County  Tipperary ;  came  to  this  country 
in  November,  1859,  and  is  betrothed  to  Dennis 
M 'Govern,  Avho  is  a  hod-carrier,  and  is  at  pres- 
ent employed  by  Mr.  O'Plaster,  the  affable  and 
gentlemanly  mason  at  No,  2  Quidnunc  Alley. 
Erin  go  bragh!  Our  adopted  fellow -citizens 
forever !  But  while  we  were  thus  enjoying  the 
shamrock  blossom  in  the  hall,  the  Honorable 
Conspicuous  Man  came  down  stairs. 

"  He  was  dressed  in  an  ordinary  coat  and 
trowsers ;  tlie  coat  was  partially  buttoned,  and 
showed  a  dark  vest  of  some  woolen  stuff  under- 
neath. The  trowsers  were  of  a  similar  material ; 
but  our  reporter,  after  the  most  careful  scrutiny, 
is  unable  to  say  whether  they  were  supported  by 
braces  or  suspended  by  the  hips.  The  fullness 
of  the  celebrated  gentleman  in  question,  however, 
in  the  region  of  the  stomach  seems  to  favor  the 
theory  of  braces.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  cer- 
tainly undeniable  that  if  his  hips  are  prominent 
they  would  offer  a  convenient  ledge  for  the  sup- 
port of  his  trowsers.  This  point,  however,  may 
be  waived  for  the  present.  With  a  noble  court- 
esy the  dignified  host  opened  the  door  of  the 
library,  and  at  once  gave  a  classic  air  to  the  in- 
terview by  murmuring  the  passage  in  the  Iliad 
of  Virgil,  beginning,  '  Will  you  walk  into  my 
parlor,  said  the  spider  to  the  fly  ?' 

"In  this  auspicious  and  truly  pagan  prelude 
we  perceived  strong  circumstantial  evidence  of 
the  probability  of  the  taurine  sacrifice  which  we 
had  come  to  explore. 


"Comfortably  seated  at  length  in  luxurious 
chairs  of  soft  demi-rep,  the  subject  of  the  inter- 
view turned  to  us,  and  with  conciliatory  bland- 
ness,  as  if  recognizing  the  majesty  and  power  of 
a  truly  independent  press  in  our  person,  re- 
marked, '  What  did  you  please  to  want  ?'  We 
explained  that,  as  public  servants  of  the  truth, 
and  sacredly  bound  to  tell  our  subscribers  and 
our  forty  millions  of  readers  what  Mr.  Thomp- 
son, with  or  without  a  p,  had  for  dinner  yester- 
day, we  had  called  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  the 
widely-circulated  report  that  he,  the  illustrious 
Thompson  now  present,  was  in  the  habit  of  sacri- 
ficing a  bull  to  Jupiter  in  his  front  chamber  with 
the  beginning  of  every  year.  AVith  pencil  and 
note-book  in  hand  we  awaited  his  reply,  which 
was  immediately  conveyed,  without,  so  far  as  we 
could  observe,  the  quivering  of  an  eyelid  or  the 
least  choking  sound  in  the  throat,  '  I  don't  never 
do  no  sich  a  thing. ' 

"  'No?' 

"'No.' 

"We  replied  that  we  should  at  once  have 
the  pleasure  of  spreading  before  our  readers,  in 
all  its  details,  and  with  propefr  reflections  upon 
its  bearings,  the  great  truth  which  he  had  thus 
imparted,  that  he  did  not  annually  sacrifice  a 
bull  to  Jupiter  in  his  front  chamber.  At  this 
point  the  subject  of  the  interview  unfolded  a 
large,  old-fashioned  red  bandana  handkerchief, 
and,  after  passing  it  from  one  hand  to  another, 
applied  it  to  the  nasal  feature  of  his  face,  and 
blew  with  a  vigor  worthy  of  Hugo  Grotius  upon 
his  horn  at  the  battle  of  Lepanto.  We  accepted 
the  blast  as  a  salute  of  adieu,  and  thanking  our 
benign  host,  withdrew." 

This  is  the  way  in  which  Jenkins  carries  his 
ears  about ;  and  there  are  those  who  ask  why 
the  Thompson,  whoever  he  may  be,  does  not  say 
to  him  when  he  presents  his  ear:  "  Sir,  when  I 
have  any  thing  to  say  to  the  public,  I  will  say  it 
under  my  own  name  and  in  my  own  way.  Good- 
morning,  Sir."  As  long  as  men  in  whom  the 
public  are  interested  do  not,  so  to  speak,  throw 
Jenkins's  ear  out  of  the  window,  so  long  it  will 
constantly  thrust  itself  upon  their  attention.  And 
the  mischief  of  tolerating  his  car  is  irremediable. 
The  moment  a  statesman  or  a  poet  or  a  divine 
communicates  with  the  public  through  Jenkins, 
they  say  things  and  give  impressions  which  can 
never  be  corrected. 

People  are  much  less  interested  in  each  oth- 
er's coat  linings  than  JNIr.  Jenkins  and  his  em- 
ployers think.  They  can  bear,  with  a  good  deal 
of  philosophy,  not  to  know  whether  Father  Ilya- 
cinthe  eats  chicken  on  Fridays,  or  whether  the 
President  smokes  Havana  or  INIanila  cigars. 
There  are  those,  undoubtedly,  who  would  like  to 
know  how  often  Louis  Napoleon  changes  his  lin- 
en, and  whether  Romeo  Smith  is  engaged  to  Ju- 
liet Jones,  and  who  rejoice  to  read  that  Miss  As- 
tarte  Squid  is  "the  leading  belle"  at  Barnegat. 
But  imagine  one  human  being  devoting  himself 
to  acquiring  this  information,  and  another  print- 
ing it  to  make  money,  and  blowing  a  rhetorical 
blast  about  "embassadors  of  the  press,"  and  "  en- 
terprise," and  "news,"  and  the  "public  virtue," 
and  the  "bulwarks  of  society."  When  Charles 
Lamb  was  teased  with  a  child's  fretting  he 
toasted  the  good  King  Herod.  When  we  see 
the  issues  of  our  Jenkins's  ear,  do  not  Swift's 
Houyhnhnms  seem  quite  tame  and  res])ectable  ? 
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In  Crabb  Robinson's  delightful  "Diary  and  Cor- 
respondence" there  is  a  letter  of  Wordsworth's 
dated  in  December,  1837,  in  which  he  describes 
an  interview  with  "'a  very  intelligent  American 
gentleman,  Mr.  Duer,"  with  whom  he  talkedabout 
copyright.  "This,"  writes  a  friend,  "brought 
to  my  mind  a  conversation  which  I  had  with 
Judge  Duer  in  the  summer  of  1848  or  1849.  I 
stepped  into  his  office  one  day,  when  I  was  in 
New  York,  just  to  give  him  a  friendly  greeting, 
and  without  intending  to  remain  more  than  five 
or  ten  minutes  ;  but  I  found  him  in  a  very 
charming  humor  for  conversation,  and,  like  the 
wedding  guest  in  the  'Ancient  Mariner,'  I  could 
not  choose  but  stay.  The  topics  that  he  talked 
about  w'ere  various,  and  I  remember,  particular- 
ly, he  gave  me  a  most  eloquent  yet  condensed 
account  of  the  history  of  codification,  as  illus- 
trative of  the  central  thought  that  he  was  ex- 
pounding, that  laws  grew  out  of  the  vital  organ- 
ism of  a  nation,  and  were  never  made.  Just 
before  I  left  I  bethought  me  that  I  had  an  al- 
bum in  my  sachel,  so  I  took  it  out  and  asked 
him  to  write  the  first  thought  that  came  into  his 
head,  however  trivial  it  might  be,  telling  him 
that  I  should  value  it  more  for  its  freshness  than 
for  any  elegance  of  style  or  profundity  of  thought 
which  he  might  give  to  it. 

"He  took  the  book  in  his  hand,  and  sat  silent- 
ly for  some  minutes,  evidently  in  a  state  of  sol- 
emn introversion.  Then,  throwing  his  eyes  full 
upon  me,  he  said — 'I  will  partly  comply  with 
your  request.  I  don't  know  by  what  law  of  as- 
sociation  it  came  to  me ;  but  when  you  first 
spoke,  my  mind  flashed  back  to  a  conversation 
I  had  with  Wordsworth  at  his  own  house  in 
1836.  The  very  spirit  of  Cassandra  seemed  to 
be  upon  him.  He  believed  that  Satan  would 
soon  have  supreme  control  in  England,  and  that 
the  House  of  Lords  and  the  Established  Church, 
which  were  the  chief  objects  of  his  spite,  would 


be  utterly  overthrown,'  He  said  Wordsworth 
talked  most  eloquently  and  at  much  length  on 
this  subject,  and  made  a  profound  impression 
upon  his  mind.  It  continued  to  dwell  upon  it 
during  his  ride  homeward,  which  was  by  a  cir- 
cuitous route,  and  somehow,  the  conclusion  to 
which  he  arrived  seemed  to  take  shape  without 
his  own  volition  in  the  sonnet  a  copy  of  which 
I  give  you.  He  said  that  he  had  never  commit- 
ted it  to  paper  before ;  but  that  often,  when  his 
mind  was  in  doubt  or  in  trouble,  it  had  passed 
through  his  memory.  'And  now, '  said  he,  '  I  Avill 
write  it  for  you.'  When  I  read  Wordsworth's 
letter,  it  occurred  to  me  that,  though  Judge 
Duer  was  a  poet,  and  a  scholar,  and  a  jurist, 
and  a  talker  of  the  highest  order,  he  had  left 
very  few  memorials  of  himself  on  the  printed 
page.  I  do  not  remember  to  have  read  a  line 
of  his  poetry  in  print,  and  all  I  know  of  his  pub- 
lished writings  is  a  very  excellent  work  on  insur- 
ance, his  judicial  decisions  in  the  reports,  and 
several  papers  in  the  reports  of  the  New  York 
Prison  Association,  many  of  which,  however, 
do  not  bear  his  name." 

Here  is  the  sonnet  of  Judge  Duer,  which  is  as 
timely  and  significant  now  as  when  it  was  written : 

SONNET  WRITTEN  IN  1836,  AFTER  A  CONVER- 
SATION WITH  WM.  WORDSWORTH  ON  THE 
DANGERS  OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

"When  late  I  heard  that  'old  man  eloquent' 
Pour  forth  his  heart,  and  in  his  fervent  tone 
His  grief,  his  fears,  his  boding  terrors  own, 

I  felt  like  listening  to  a  prophet  sent 

To  waru  a  guilty  nation,  and  lament 
Its  certain  doom ;  but  when  retired  alone 
I  muse  and  ask,  the  guilt,  can  naught  atone? 

The  threatened  wrath  of  heaven,  shall  none  prevent? 

Is  He  renounced,  who  is  the  truth,  the  way? 
Do  none  who  love  His  name  survive  ? 

An  answer  comes,  and  England's  faith,  my  stay, 
Sends  forth  a  voice  to  bid  my  hopes  revive  : 

'■The  Church  may  flourish,  tho'  a  church  decay; 
Au  order  perish,  yet  the  nation  live  I'  " 


(BMtnr's  fitcrnrij  t\im\. 


AET, 

■R.  JARVES'S  Art  Thoughts  (Hurd  and 
JLVX  Houghton)  deserve  a  hearty  welcome  — 
heartier  than  many,  we  fear,  will  give.  His  judg- 
ment of  some  popular  artists  will  doubtless  give 
offense.  His  incisive  criticisms  on  the  general 
condition  of  Art  in  America  will  hardly  be  gen- 
erally acceptable  ;  but  all  who  desire  frank,  con- 
scientious, discriminating  criticism  will  be  glad 
of  Mr.  Jarves's  work.  Its  earnestness  and  evi- 
dent sincerity  will  commend  it  to  candid  minds, 
Avhatever  may  be  their  judgment  of  its  art  value. 
A  high  conception  of  art  and  loyalty  to  truth 
do  not  alone  constitute  an  art  critic  ;  but  they 
are  indispensable,  and  in  the  formation  of  public 
taste,  which  can  never  be  familiar  with  the  se- 
crets of  the  profession,  they  are  far  more  neces- 
sary and  far  more  valuable  than  any  amount  of 
technical  criticism,  however  learned,  acute,  and 
just.  Tliese  qualities  alone,  independently  of 
others,  will  make  his  book  exceedingly  useful. 
It  is  the  result  of  prolonged  study  as  to  the  place 
and  power  of  art  in  effete  civilizations,  and  its 
present  condition  with  reference  to  the  future. 


It  deals  with  such  questions  as — What  is  the 
origin  and  scope  of  the  art  idea?  What  has  it 
done  for  men  ?  What  may  it  still  do  ?  What 
are  its  relations  to  nature,  science,  and  religion  ? 
How  are  coinmunities  made  better  or  worse  by 
it  ?  ]\Iost  attractive  inquiries  to  every  student. 
But  the  book  does  not  quite  satisfy  the  expecta- 
tions raised  by  this  announcement.  It  is  owing, 
however,  more  to  the  author's  manner  than  to 
any  lack  of  knowledge  or  want  of  ability.  There 
are  some  who  have  the  critical  faculty,  in  its  best 
sense,  as  an  independent  and  distinct  power. 
The  principles  of  criticism  lie  in  their  mind  as 
part  of  its  inherent  constitution.  Experience 
and  observation  only  develop  and  modify  them. 
They  are  an  original  endowment,  and  it  is  their 
activity  which  gives  impulse  and  zest  to  observa- 
tion. But  with  others  these  principles  seem  to 
come  almost  wholly  from  experience.  They  are 
almost  entirely  deductions  from  observation. 
They  grow  up  as  the  result  of  tastes  and  pur- 
suits that  might  be  followed  and  enjoyed  with- 
out any  special  critical  ability.  That  ability  is 
rarely  united  in  its  best  form,  either  in  literature 
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or  in  art,  with  any  marked  predominance  of  the 
acquisitive  disposition.  Criticism  coming  from 
this  source  may  be  as  trust-worthy  as  that  com- 
ing from  any  other.  But  it  wiW  have  more  the 
ai)pearance  of  passing  comments  made  in  visit- 
ing a  gallery.  This  is  in  fact  something  of  the 
impression  made  by  Mr.  JaiTes's  book,  who 
writes  of  himself — "I  was  born  a  collector."  It 
is,  in  form,  a  criticism  primarily  of  schools,  not 
of  principles.  His  thoughts  are  clear,  his  in- 
sight penetrative,  his  discrimination  definite, 
but  the  results  have  not  the  most  efficient  array. 
The  important  ideas  are  in  isolated  sentences. 
They  are  not  expanded  in  discussion.  They  do 
not  dominate  in  chapters.  Their  influence  is 
not  felt  in  successive  pages.  They  are  met  and 
passed  like  faces  in  a  crowd.  They  are  too 
closely  connected  with  a  picture  or  an  occasion 
to  fix  themselves  on  the  mind  as  independent 
thoughts  capable  of  wide  application.  They  are 
not  wisely  massed.  The  author's  thinking  does 
not  appear  to  its  best  advantage,  nor  accomplish 
what  we  feel  is  in  its  author's  power.  While 
light  is  thrown  on  the  questions  proposed,  they 
are  not  unfolded  and  fully  considered.  Neither 
is  there  that  deep  interest  in  national  character 
and  individual  development  that  gives  to  Rus- 
kin's  writings  so  much  of  their  value.  Despite 
these  defects,  we  commend  the  book  as  interest- 
ing, instructive,  and  thoroughly  healthy. 

NOVELS. 

It  is  rarely  that  we  read  a  story  which  gives 
us  so  much  satisfaction  and  so  little  cause  of 
complaint  as  Janet's  Love  and  Service,  by  Mar- 
garet M.  Robertson  (A.  D.  F,  Randolph). 
We  should  characterize  it  as  a  book  of  emphat- 
ically quiet  power.  There  are  no  strivings  after 
sensational  effects ;  there  are  no  sudden  scene- 
shiftings  ;  no  marvelous  transformations  ;  no  as- 
tute villains ;  no  innocent  angels  caught  in  their 
toils  ;  no  intricate  mysteries  tiirough  which  read- 
er and  heroine  flounder  alike,  to  be  alike  extri- 
cated only  at  the  fall  of  the  curtain ;  no  elabo- 
rate misunderstandings  and  tortured  hearts ;  in 
a  word,  there  is  no  plot,  and  but  little  incident. 
The  characters  are  drawn  by  a  vigorous  hand  ; 
but  they  are  just  such  characters  as  you  meet 
with  in  daily  life.  You  may  see  Mr.  Snow  in 
any  New  England  parish.  Graeme  is  just  such 
a  young  girl  as  might  be  wrought  out  of  ordi- 
nary material,  by  tiie  experiences  of  premature 
responsibility  which  constitute  her  schooling. 
Janet  is  indeed  a  rare  servant ;  but  she  does  not 
remain  servant  long,  and  whoever  is  familiar 
with  Scotch  character  could  find  her  prototype 
among  his  own  circle  of  acquaintances.  In  a 
Avord,  the  portraits  are  all  photographs.  If  we 
were  told  that  the  authoress  were  Graeme,  and 
that  she  had  given  us  only  her  actual  journal, 
we  should  not  be  surprised.  The  story  is  as 
natural  as  the  actors.  It  is  the  story  of  just  such 
a  life  as  has  occurred  again  and  again  in  the 
past,  and  will  again  and  again  in  the  future.  In 
form  and  style  and  method  of  treatment  the  vol- 
ume is  as  simple  as  it  is  in  the  rather  scant  ma- 
terials of  which  it  is  composed.  It  is  not  with- 
out humor ;  but  there  are  no  clowns  introduced 
for  the  purpose  of  cracking  poor  jokes  ;  no  cheap 
burlesques  of  Yankee  farmers  and  New  England 
deacons.  It  is  rather  genial  than  witty  or  even 
humorous.    It  is  characterized  by  unusual  pa- 


thetic power.  We  pity  the  reader  who  peruses 
its  pages  with  undimmed  eyes.  But  there  is  no 
weeping  heroine,  and  no  sickly  sentimentalism. 
It  is  a  religious  novel— its  story  that  of  a  minis- 
ter's life.  But  there  are  no  dogmas  to  be  advo- 
cated ;  no  moralizing  to  be  skipped ;  no  mawk- 
ish and  tawdry  piety  to  belie  the  cause  of  true, 
healthful  religion.  So  far  as  there  is  a  moral, 
it  is  indicated  in  the  title.  So  far  as  there  is  a 
heroine,  it  is  Janet  the  Scotch  servant,  who  leaves 
mother  and  son  to  care  for  the  poor  motherless 
bairns  of  her  master,  and  whose  service  is  alway 
that  of  love — never  that  of  mere  self-seeking — 
never  based  on  wages.  The  author  will,  indeed, 
not  be  apt  to  become  a  popular  novel-writer. 
But  we  trust  she  may  find  a  sufficiently  large 
circle  of  appreciative  readers  to  encourage  her 
to  future  work.  In  literature,  as  on  the  stage, 
the  more  unnatural  the  drama  the  more  popular. 
It  would  be  a  satisfaction  to  know  that  there  is 
a  public  who  prefer  the  romance  of  real  life  to 
that  of  the  cheap  fire  and  the  sheet-iron  thunder 
of  a  third-rate  melodrama. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  for  us  to  say  any  thing 
more  of  My  Enemy^s  Uauyhter,  by  Justin 
M'Carthy  (Harper  and  Brothers),  than  to  an- 
nounce that  it  is  issued  in  book  form.  We  should 
not  choose  the  Emanuel  Temples  and  Christina 
Brauns  of  the  real  stage  for  our  associates.  We 
are  all  the  more  glad  to  be  introduced  to  them 
by  one  who  knows  their  life.  For  Mr.  M'Car- 
thy writes  apparently  of  what  he  has  seen  and 
known. — We  are  able  to  say  even  less  for  Spiel- 
hagen's  Through  Light  to  Night  (Leypoldt  and 
Holt)  than  we  were  for  "Problematic  Charac- 
ters," of  which  it  is  the  sequel.  We  have  quite 
enough  stories  of  seductions,  dismantled  homes, 
and  ruined  women  in  our  daily  papers,  without 
importing  from  Germany  iterations  of  these  fa- 
miliar but  abhorrent  experiences  in  romance. — 
The  Happy  Boy,  by  Bjornstjerne  Bjornson 
(Sever,  Francis,  and  Co.),  is  an  idyl  of  Norwegian 
life ;  a  love  tale,  pretty,  simple,  natural,  with 
hardly  enough  of  drama  to  constitute  it  a  ro- 
mance, but  as  genial  and  pleasant  as  is  every 
thing  the  author  writes. — hound  to  John  Com- 
pany (Harper  and  Brothers)  is  a  story  whose 
interest  lies  chiefly  in  its  graphic  pictures  of  East 
Indian  life  in  the  latter  part  of  the  last  century, 
during  the  wars  between  French  and  English, 
under  Lord  Clive.  Its  painting  is  very  true  to 
nature,  by  some  one  who  understands  the  sub- 
ject; and  as  for  its  history  it  is  as  true  as  can  be 
expected  in  an  historical  romance,  where  fact  al- 
ways has  to  bend  to  the  demands  of  fiction. 

TRAVELS. 

Paul  Du  Chaillu  needs  no  introduction  to 
the  readers  of  Harper  s  Magazine  ;  and  certain- 
ly we  can  add  here  nothing  of  commendation  to 
the  glimpse  which,  in  our  January  Number,  we 
have  given  of  him  and  his  adventures,  as  de- 
scribed in  his  latest  book,  Ljost  in  the  Jungle. 
(Harper  and  Brothers).  In  all  Avhich  Paul 
writes  there  is  so  much  of  romance  that  for  a 
while  the  world  doubted  its  reality,  and  ranked 
the  gorilla  with  the  sea-serpent  and  the  mer- 
maid. But  his  stories  are  too  Avell  attested  to 
awaken  incredulity  any  longer;  and  his  books 
are  the  most  striking  exemplifications  which  the 
literature  of  adventure  aft'ords  of  the  proverl) 
that  "Truth  is  stranger  than  fiction."  There 
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are  no  story-books  for  boys  more  fascinating  than 
those  which  this  adventurer  tells  to  his  circle  of 
admiring  listeners  ;  and  while  he  does  not  deal  in 
prosaic  moralizing,  a  healthful  moral  tone  per- 
vades all  that  he  writes — a  tone  which,  gener- 
ally more  effective  because,  so  to  speak,  disem- 
bodied, occasionally  incarnates  itself  in  a  short 
crisp  sentence,  which  the  boys  will  not  skip, 
like  this  close  of  Gambo's  legend  of  Coniam- 
bie:  "The  reason  why  the  leopard  wanders, 
solitary  and  alone,  is  on  account  of  his  roguery; 
he  is  not  to  be  trusted.  There  are  men  who  can 
not  be  trusted  any  more  than  the  leopard." 

The  year  has  been  prolific  with  books  of  sci- 
entific travel — books  of  tourists,  who  have  not, 
indeed,  failed  to  give  some  account  of  people, 
manners,  and  customs,  but  whose  main  effort 
has  been  to  add  something,  by  their  researches, 
to  scientific  knowledge.  Of  this  class  of  books, 
of  which  perhaps  Wallace's  "Malay  Archipelago" 
is  the  most  striking  example,  we  have  two  illus- 
trations, only  less  noteworthy,  in  Across  Amer- 
ica and  Asia,  by  Professor  Raphael  Pumpelly 
(Leypoldt  and  Holt),  and  The  Andes  and  the  Am- 
azon ;  or,  Across  the  Continent  of  South  America, 
by  Professor  James  Orton  (Harper  and  Broth- 
ers). Of  the  latter  book  we  have  little  to  add  to 
what  we  have  already  said  in  a  previous  part  of 
the  Magazine,  except  to  reassert  the  importance 
of  the  theme  and  the  value  of  Professor  Orton's 
contribution.  The  land  through  which  he  trav- 
eled is  almost  an  unknown  land ;  yet  its  geo- 
graphical relations  are  intimate ;  and  the  time 
can  not  be  far  distant  when  our  statesmen  and 
merchants  will  recognize  its  importance  in  a 
commercial  point  of  view.  Of  Professor  Pum- 
pelly's  book,  his  chapters  on  China  are  by  far 
the  most  interesting  and  valuable.  After  read- 
ing them  one  no  longer  wonders  that  to  John 
Chinaman  the  Christian  nations  seem  barbari- 
ans, nor  that  John  is  loth  to  cultivate  diplo- 
matic and  commercial  relations  with  a  people 
who  have  used  him  as  the  Anglo-Saxon  races 
have  done  in  the  past. 

The  IMormons,  the  Yosemite  Valley,  the  Big 
Trees,  the  Pacific  Railroad,  and  the  Chinese 
Question  are  themes  so  old  now,  and  so  elab- 
orately discussed  in  newspaper  and  periodical, 
that  it  is  not  strange  that  Dr.  John  Todd,  in 
his  Sunset  Land  (Lee  and  Shepard),  has  fiiiled 
to  invest  them  with  any  remarkable  degree  of 
interest,  and  has  produced  a  book  the  chief 
value  of  which  will  be  to  those  who,  from  per- 
sonal respect  to  its  author,  are  desirous  to  know  , 
what  he  thinks  about  them. 

HISTORY  AND  BIOGRAPHY. 

If  history  is  indeed  "philosophy  teaching  by 
example,"  then  Mr.  Froude  by  his  History  of 
England  has  fairly  earned  the  honors  which 
criticism  has  almost  unanimously  awarded  to 
him.  For  doubtless  he  ranks  the  peer  of  any 
historical  writer,  in  a  country  which  has  given  to 
literature  a  Hume,  a  Hallam,  a  Gibbon,  and  a 
Macaulay.  He  is  emphatically  the  philosopher 
among  historians.  He  is  more  interesting  be- 
cause more  pictorial  and  lifelike  than  Hume ; 
scarcely  less  impartial  and  far  more  fascinating 
than  Hallam ;  is  master  of  a  style  less  rhyth- 
mical, but  not  less  clear,  than  that  of  Gibbon ; 
and  is  more  reliable,  though  less  eloquent,  than 
Macaulay.    With  the  latter  writer  he  is  often 


compared,  though  the  contrasts  are  great  and  the 
resemblances  are  superficial.  Macaulay  is  an  ad- 
vocate. Into  every  dispute  of  history  he  enters 
with  infinite  zest.  He  lives  again  in  the  era 
which  he  describes,  and  partakes  of  the  contro- 
versy which  he  endeavors  to  depict.  Under  the 
guise  of  writing  a  history  he  pleads  a  cause.  For 
his  partiality  he  is  criticised.  It  is  his  partiality 
which  gives  him  his  power.  The  wise  reader 
listens  to  his  eloquent  periods  and  his  powerful 
climaxes  as  he  would  to  the  plea  of  a  lawyer,  and 
if  he  be  not  carried  away  by  the  spell,  turns  from 
his  glowing  pages  to  the  colder  narrative  of  some 
more  dispassionate  writer,  as  the  judge  turns  from 
the  fiery  invective  or  intense  eulogies  of  the  advo- 
cate to  a  cold  analysis  of  the  evidence.  Froude's 
mind  is,  on  the  other  hand,  of  a  judicial  cast. 
He  perceives,  he  appreciates  the  opposing  con- 
siderations in  every  doubtful  or  disputed  case. 
He  analyzes  the  evidence,  and  weighs  it,  if  not 
always  accurately,  at  least  always  dispassionate- 
ly. Where  he  seems  most  to  espouse  a  cause, 
as  in  his  famous  and,  on  the  whole,  unsatisfac- 
tory chapter  on  the  death  of  Anne  Boleyn,  whose 
crown  of  martyrdom  he  vainly  endeavors  to  pluck 
from  oft"  her  brow,  he  still  writes,  not  with  pas- 
sionate pleading,  but  dispassionately,  almost  cold- 
ly. Doubtless  he  has  done  more  to  unsettle  the 
verdict  of  history  in  that  case  by  the  quiet  power 
of  his  calmness  than  he  ever  could  have  done  by 
indignant  invective  or  flaming  rhetoric.  So,  in 
his  treatment  of  such  themes  as  the  feudal  sys- 
tem, the  monasteries,  sumptuary  legislation,  and 
the  like,  while  he  writes  in  full  accord  Avith  the 
spirit  of  the  present  age,  he  appreciates  the  spirit 
of  the  past,  and  depicts  with  rare  philosophic 
fairness  the  value,  in  their  time,  of  systems  whose 
chief  demerit  lies  in  the  fact  that  they  have  been 
superseded  by  the  progress  of  humanity.  His 
history,  which  covers  the  period  from  the  fall 
of  Wolsey  to  the  death  of  Elizabeth,  Charles 
Scribner  and  Co.  are  issuing  in  a  popular  edition 
of  twelve  volumes,  to  be  sold  at  fifteen  dollars. 
The  edition  is  every  way  worthy  of  the  house 
which  issues  it,  and  will,  we  trust,  place  Froude 
by  the  side  of  Hume  and  IMacaulay  in  every  fam- 
ily library. 

HaydrLS  Dictionary  of  Dates  (Harper  and 
Brothers)  can  not  be  called  fascinating  reading. 
But  we  place  it  on  our  library  table  by  the  side 
of  our  Webster's  Dictionary,  and  give  it  the  next 
post  of  honor  in  our  sanctum.  It  is  indeed  some- 
thing more  than  a  dictionary  of  dates.  It  is  a 
condensed  and  comprehensive  historical  cyclo- 
paedia. It  might  be  termed  an  index  to  history. 
Under  titles  alphabetically  arranged  the  history 
of  the  world  is  epitomized.  "The  design  of  the 
author  has  been,"  says  the  preface  to  the  first 
edition,  "to  attempt  the  compression  of  the 
greatest  body  of  general  information  that  has 
ever  appeared  in  a  single  volume,  and  to  pro- 
duce a  book  of  reference  whose  extensive  use- 
fulness may  render  its  possession  material  to  ev- 
ery individual." 

Of  course  in  statements  so  condensed  perfect 
accuracy  is  impossible.  The  results  of  weeks  of 
study  must  be  crowded  into  a  single  line.  Dis- 
puted questions  in  history  must  be  summarily  dis- 
missed in  a  single  word,  often  without  even  I'ec- 
ognition  of  the  controversy.  Opinions  must 
sometimes  be  expressed,  without,  however,  an 
attempt  to  defend  them.    A  slip  of  the  pen  or 
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a  mistake  of  the  types  will  make  a  difference 
of  a  century.  The  admirers  of  John  Brown  will 
hardly  consent  to  the  judgment  that  he  was  a 
monomaniac.  The  story  of  the  controversy  be- 
tween President  Johnson  and  the  Radicals  is  too 
impartial  to  suit  either  party.  The  Confederates 
will  object  to  being  called  "secessionists,"  and 
a  good  many  will  object  to  their  being  called  any 
thing  else.  Nevertheless  we  think  the  editors 
have  secured  a  rare  degree  of  accuracy,  and 
maintained  in  their  brief  epitome  of  events, 
the  history  of  which  is  still  the  subject  of  bit- 
ter dispute,  a  rare  degree  of  impartiality.  Cer- 
tainly no  pains  have  been  spared  to  secure  both 
qualities.  The  original  work  by  Joseph  Haydn 
had  been  edited  by  Benjamin  Vincent.  His 
improved  edition  has  been  revised  b}'  American 
editors.  All  that  relates  to  America  is,  in  fact, 
substantially  new.  Certainly  no  one  was  more 
competent  to  prepare  the  articles  which  refer  to 
the  early  history  of  this  countrj^ — the  Revolution, 
the  War  of  1812,  the  Mexican  and  the  Indian 
wars — than  Mr.  Benson  J.  Lossing.  Whoever 
has  had  occasion,  in  writing  or  reading,  to  re- 
call some  isolated  fact  in  history,  or  to  ascertain 
definitely  some  uncertain  date,  has  first  ransacked 
his  memory  in  vain,  has  next  ransacked  his  li- 
brary with  little  or  no  better  success,  has  turned 
over  his  pages  of  Hume,  or  Hallam,  or  Gibbon, 
has  found  the  story  told  with  elaborate  pictorial 
detail,  with  perhaps  the  very  days  of  the  week 
given,  but  the  month  and  even  the  year  not  hint- 
ed at,  or  hidden  away  where  it  escapes  discovery, 
will  admire  the  patient  assiduity  which,  in  this 
volume,  has  provided  for  all  such  exigencies,  and 
rendered  it  easy  to  escape  henceforth  such  a  trial 
to  one's  patience  and  temper. 

The  humorists  of  America  have  not,  with  one 
or  two  exceptions,  added  very  much  thus  far  to 
our  literary  reputation.  They  have  indeed  made 
us  laugh,  but  chiefly  by  clownish  antics  which 
were  not  very  creditable  to  their  culture  or  to 
our  taste.  There  have  been  one  or  two  honest 
endeavors  to  establish  a  comic  paper  in  the  Unit- 
ed States.  But  one  looks  aghast  at  seeing  every 
such  effort  fail,  and  Phunny  Phelloiv  and  the 
Budget  o  f  Fun  survive  as  the  sole  representatives 
of  American  wit  and  humor.  We  are  inclined, 
therefore,  at  the  very  outset,  to  welcome  the  en- 
deavor of  an  author  who,  like  Mr.  Sherwood, 
in  his  Comic  History  of  the  United  States  (Fields, 
Osgood,  and  Co.),  endeavors  to  be  humorous 
without  being  vulgar;  and  we  readily  pardon 
him  that  he  rarely  provokes  us  to  a  very  hearty 
laugh  by  any  broad  humor,  since  he  never  pro- 
vokes our  disgust  by  any  approximation  to  coarse- 
ness. He  never  violates  good  taste ;  he  never 
degenerates  into  an  absurd  burlesque ;  he  has 
escaped  the  common  American  delusion  that  ig- 
norance is  fun,  and  bad  spelling  and  worse  gram- 
mar the  highest  form  of  wit.  For  this  we  thank 
him  most  heartily.  At  the  same  time  we  must 
confess  that  if  he  is  never  indecorous,  he  is  never 
broadly  funny ;  that  if  he  disdains  the  arts  of 
the  clown,  he  has  not  the  genius  of  the  irresisti- 
ble humorist.  There  is  one  truth  which  Mr. 
Sherwood  has  forgotten.  Humor  should  be  only 
the  feather  on  the  arrow.  The  missile  should 
always  be  aimed  at  something.  Doubtless  the 
"  Biglow  Papers"  and  the  letters  of  Petroleum  V. 
Nasby  would  be  funny  without  their  moral  signif- 
icance.   But  it  is  their  moral  significance  which 


gives  them  their  intense  humorousness.  Mr. 
Sherwood's  arrows  are  all  feather.  He  shoots 
in  the  air ;  he  writes  only  to  be  comic,  not  to  ac- 
complish a  purpose.  This  will  do  very  well  for 
half  a  column  of  facetice  in  a  newspaper,  but  not 
for  a  book.  Even  a  comic  history  must  have  an 
end  to  accomplish.  Always  genial,  often  pic- 
turesque, sometimes  eloquent,  Mr.  Sherv/ood  has 
written  an  entertaining  book  ;  but  he  has  proved 
himself  capable  of  writing  one  much  better.  His 
humor,  which  is  real,  genuine,  natural,  but  not 
broad  or  striking,  will  serve  a  better  purpose  in 
illustrating  a  semi-serious  topic  than  it  does  in 
furnishing  an  entire  comedy  with  fun.  There  is  a 
good  deal  of  originality  and  force  in  the  sketchy 
illustrations. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Rev.  J.  G.  Wood,  in  his  Bible  Animals 
(Charles  Scribner  and  Co.),  hardly  fulfills  the 
promise  of  his  title  page,  to  give  a  ' '  description 
of  every  living  creature  mentioned  in  the  Scrip- 
tures, from  the  ape  to  the  coral."  We  turned 
straightway  to  see  what  he  could  tell  us  of  the 
whale  and  Jonah's  experience  with  him.  But 
neither  in  index  nor  table  of  contents  do  we  find 
any  reference  to  such  a  creature,  neither  among 
mammalia  nor  among  fishes,  neither  under  be- 
hemoth, leviathan,  shark,  nor  whale.  After  the 
fashion  of  sundry  Biblical  commentators  Dr. 
Wood  has  conveniently  skipped  the  most  dif- 
ficult and  perplexing  reference  to  animal  life 
in  the  Hebrew  annals.  This  is,  however,  the 
only  serious  omission  we  detect.  His  book  is  a 
rarely  valuable  addition  to  Biblical  literature. 
There  is  nothing  so  complete  and  comprehen- 
sive on  the  subjects  of  which  it  treats.  Though 
the  Scriptures  are  so  plain  that  a  wayfaring 
man,  though  he  were  a  fool,  need  not  err  there- 
in, it  is  also  true  that  they  are  full  of  references 
Avhich  are  either  very  obscure  or  utterly  incom- 
prehensible without  some  understanding  of  the 
life  of  the  eras  in  which  its  books  were  respect- 
ively written.  Its  writers  were,  for  the  most 
part,  lovers  of  nature ;  and  some  comprehen- 
sion of  nature,  as  they  observed  and  under- 
stood it,  adds  great  significance  to  much  of 
its  poetry,  and  new  force  to  many  of  its  inci- 
dental moral  teachings.  An  index  of  Scripture 
references,  analogous  to  that  which  is  added  to 
Thomson's  "  Land  and  the  Book,"  would  great- 
ly enhance  the  value  of  the  volume.  —  77ie  Prime- 
val World  of  Hebrew  Tradition  (Roberts  Broth- 
ers) by  its  very  title  indicates  its  author's  theo- 
logical position.  To  Dr.  Hedge  Genesis  is  sim- 
ply a  Hebrew  tradition ;  its  stories  of  the  crea- 
tion, the  fall,  the  first  murder,  the  deluge  are 
myths,  whose  historical  truth  is  by  no  means 
certain  and  by  no  means  important.  Of  all  the 
mythical  interpreters  of  the  Old  Testament,  how- 
ever, we  know  none  who  is  more  reverential,  or 
whose  interpretation  of  the  spiritual  significance 
of  the  narrative,  whose  historical  accuracy  he  oft- 
en impugns,  is  so  spiritually  thoughtful.  In  tlie 
pages  of  a  writer  of  this  school,  a  German  in 
thought  though  an  American  in  fact,  we  read 
with  some  surprise  such  a  sentence  as  this  : 
"The  last  step  in  this  process  of  self-mani- 
festation is  man,  in  whom,  above  all  created 
natures,  the  Creator  realizes  his  godhead."  If 
this  is  not  the  incarnation,  does  it  not  log- 
ically lead  to  it? — We  welcome  Mr.  Bacon's 
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edition  of  Father  Ilyacinthe^ s  Discourses  (Put- 
nam) simply  because  "  half  a  loaf  is  better  than 
no  bread. "  The  report  of  the  speech  before  the 
Peace  League  is  excellent.  But  tlie  Notre  Dame 
Lectures  are  avowedly  imperfect,  and  only  give 
us  a  hungering  for  the  second  volume,  which 
we  trust  will  be  more  adequate.  There  is,  never- 
theless, enough  here  to  fully  maintain  the  repu- 
tation of  the  great  orator,  and  enough,  too,  almost 
to  justify  the  assertion  of  the  ancient  philoso- 
pher that  virtue  is  the  first  condition  of  oratory. 
It  is  evident  from  even  these  imperfect  reports 
that  it  is  the  moral  greatness  of  the  man  which 
makes  Father  Hyacinthe  a  great  speaker. — Rev. 
E.  M.  Goulbukn's  sermons,  Tli3  Pursuit  of 
Holiness  (Appleton),  lay  no  claim  to  learning, 
original  thought,  or  poetic  fire.  They  are  prac- 
tical and  experimental,  and  have  that  virtue  of 
plainness  and  simplicity  which  is  the  first  condi- 
tion of  spiritual  power. —  Words  of  Comfort  (Car- 
ters), edited  by  William  Logan,  is  addressed  to 
parents  bereaved  of  little  children,  and  has  al- 
ready proved  a  consolation  to  thousands  of  read- 
ers in  Great  Britain,  where  it  was  first  published. 
It  is  a  collection  of  appropriate  thoughts  by  va- 
rious writers,  originally  collected  by  the  editor 
for  his  own  consolation  when  stricken  down  by  a. 
great  grief  in  the  loss  of  his  own  child. — There 
is  no  theme  which  has  been  so  illustrated  in 
song  and  story,  by  the  poetry  of  the  pencil  and 
the  poetry  of  the  pen,  as  the  birth  of  Jesus. 
In  the  Overture  of  Angels  (J.  B.  Ford  and 
Co.),  a  chapter  from  Henry  Ward  Belcher's 
forthcoming  "Life  of  Christ,"  this  oldest  of  sto- 
ries is  told  with  a  freshness  of  imagination  which 
the  quaint  but  tasteful  title  very  happily  indi- 
cates.—  Rameses  the  Great;  or.  Egypt  3300 
Years  Ago  (Scribner),  is  hardly  equal  to  the  ave- 
rage of  the  "Illustrated  Library  of  Wonders," 
of  which  it  is  the  sixth  volume.  The  subject 
needed  to  be  illuminated  by  a  specially  racy  and 
picturesque  style.  Whether  the  fault  be  in  the 
original  or  in  the  translator,  or  both,  we  know 
not,  but  the  sentences  are  tangled,  and  there 
is  neither  a  sharp,  keen,  clear  discussion  of 
disputed  questions,  nor  a  graphic  picturing  of 
Egypt's  ancient  civilization  as  recent  research  in- 
dicates it.  —  Think  and  Act,  by  Virginia  Penny 
(Claxton,  Remsen,  and  Haffelfinger),  is  a  series 
of  essays,  chiefly  on  women's  work  and  wages. 
It  would  be  more  read  if  there  were  less  of  it. 
"Facts,"  said  Mr.  Gradgrind ;  "we  want  facts."" 
In  truth,  however,  pre-Raphaelitism  is  not  popu- 
lar, either  in  literature  or  art.  Miss  Penny's 
book  is  full  of  significant  facts,  and  is  written  by 
one  who  has  studied  well  the  subject  of  which 
she  writes ;  but  it  lacks  that  glow  of  imagina- 
tion, that  warmth  of  feeling  which  is  alone  able 
to  give  admission  to  the  popular  heart,  or  secure 
upon  any  moral  or  social  question  the  public  ear. 
— Of  children's  books  half  a  score  or  more  have 
gathered  on  our  table  during  the  last  four  weeks. 
— Butterfly's  Flights,  a  series  of  six  volumes, 
is  a  book,  or  rather  a  little  library,  of  Ameri- 
can travel.  It  is  very  pretty  in  appearance,  and 
the  author  succeeds  in  so  telling  her  story  as  to 
interest  the  little  folks,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
weave  in  a  good  deal  of  incidental  information. 
— Two  volumes  of  the  "Frontier  Series"  (Lee  and 
Shepard),  Planting  in  the  Wilderness,  and  The 
Cabin  on  the  Prairie,  by  different  authors,  are 
of  unequal  merit.     The  former  is  by  fi\r  the 


more  truthful  and  the  more  healthful  of  the 
two.  Somewhat  analagous,  but  better  than 
either,  is  White  and  Red,  by  Helen  C.  Weeks 
(Hurd  and  Houghton),  a  story  of  life  on  the 
border ;  the  White  being  the  Anglo-Saxons, 
and  the  Red  the  Ojibbeways. — An  American 
Family  in  Paris  (Hurd  and  Houghton)  carries 
a  party  of  children  through  the  French  me- 
tropolis. The  illustrations  are  admirable,  and 
American  families  going  to  Paris  will  find  it 
not  exactly  a  substitute  for  a  guide-book,  but 
a  very  good  introduction. — Nanny  s  Christmas 
(Claxton,  Remsen,  and  Haffelfinger)  has  no 
remarkable  literary  merit,  but  it  will  interest 
the  little  folks  more  than  some  better  books. — 
The  Pigeon  s  Wedding  (published  by  the  same 
house)  is  a  book  of  very  good  colored  pictures 
and  very  poor  poetry. — Hoiv  Jennie  found  her 
Lord  (Carters)  is  a  very  pretty  story,  and  very 
prettily  told  in  rhythmical  verse. — Great  Mys- 
teries and  Little  Plagues  (Roberts  Brothers) 
is  not  a  children's  book,  but  a  book  about  chil- 
dren. The  best  part  of  the  volume,  which, 
despite  its  lack  of  literary  merit,  has  a  queer 
charm  for  every  body  who  is  puzzled  by  the 
"great  mysteries,"  and  delightfully  bothered 
by  the  "Httle  plagues,"  is  the  "pickings  and 
stealings,"  which  w^e  may  characterize  as  a  Har- 
per's Drawer  all  about  the  little  folks. — Of  re- 
publications the  most  important  of  the  closing 
month  of  the  year  is  Harper  and  Brothers'  re- 
print of  the  Odes  and  Epodes  of  Horace,  by  Lord 
Lytton.  The  Latin  originals  and  the  English 
translations  are  given  on  opposite  pages,  with  a 
few  words  of  introduction  to  each  ode. — Putnam 
and  Son  republish  a  useful  book  in  Denison's 
Astronomy  icithout  Mathematics  ;  useful  because 
Astronomy  can  be  popularized  only  by  such  a 
treatment  as  Dr.  Denison  has  given  it.  The 
minds  that  can  master  Geometry,  Algebra,  Trig- 
onometry, and  the  higher  Mathematics  must  al- 
ways be  few,  while  there  is  no  study  which  has 
greater  fiiscination  for  the  young  than  the  study 
of  the  stars. — We  should  be  glad  to  see  a  cheap 
and  popular  edition  of  De  Tocqueville's  De- 
mocracy in  America  (Sever,  Francis,  and  Co.), 
than  which  there  is  no  abler  study  of  American  in- 
stitutions. But  it  is,  we  think,  a  mistake  to  sup- 
pose that  it  is  adapted  for  the  purposes  of  a  class- 
book,  or  that  the  publication  of  half  the  original 
work  separatel}'  will  afford  to  students  any  satis- 
factory or  adequate  acquaintance  with  it  or  its 
author. — Biblical  scholars  will  cordially  wel- 
come the  cheap  and  tasteful  edition  of  Dr.  Kit- 
To's  Bible  Illustrations  (Carters),  a  work  which 
is  at  once  a  commentary,  a  Bible  dictionary,  and 
a  selection  of  popular  readings  in  Scripture  his- 
tory.— Sever,  Francis,  and  Co.  issue  a  new  edition 
of  RouNDELL  Palmer's  Book  of  Praise,  with 
some  additions  to  the  old  fovorites.  It  has  ac- 
quired a  well-deserved  reputation  among  lovers 
of  sacred  lyrics  as  an  excellent  collection  of  the 
substantial  and  well-known  hymns  of  the  Church. 
It  has  very  few  rare  hymns.  —  The  Sunday  Book 
of  Poetry  (published  by  the  same  house)  is  avow- 
edly prepared  for  children,  but  certainly  is  but 
poorly  adapted  to  them,  and  is  not  otherwise 
exceptionally  excellent. — Presumably  George 
Hill's  Poems  (Appleton)  possess  something 
more  than  usual  merit,  or  we  should  not  receive, 
as  we  do,  a  third  edition  of  them.  But  we  are 
unable  to  ascertain  in  what  that  merit  consists. 
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POISONOUS  STOVES. 

T.HE  approach  of  cold  weather  calls  out  a  re- 
nev.ed  wanting  from  the  Prencli  sanitari- 
ans of  the  danger  of  heating  stoves  red-hot,  es- 
pecially those  made  of  cast  iron.  It  has  been 
found  that  cast  iron,  under  such  circumstances, 
is  permeable  to  the  gases  of  combustion,  partic- 
ularly to  carbonic  oxyd,  and  that  the  simplest 
tests  prove  the  existence  of  this  highly  poison- 
ous gas  in  the  i-mmediate  vicinity  of  the  stove ; 
and,  where  the  ventilation  is  insufficient,  through- 
out the  atmosphere  of  tlie  room. 

Sheet-iron  has  been  found  less  objectionable, 
except  when  red-hot ;  in  which  case,  as  well  as 
that  of  very  hot  cast  iron,  tliore  appeared  to  be 
a  decomposition  of  the  carbonic  acid  thrown  into 
the  atmosphere  by  respiration,  and  a  transform- 
ation into  carbonic  oxyd.  It  is  supposed  also 
that  the  oxygen  of  the  atmosphere  combines,  to 
a  certain  extent,  with  the  carbon  of  the  iron,  so 
as  to  increase  the  percentage  of  carbonic  oxyd. 
The  evil  effect  of  the  presence  of  this  gas,  and 
others  scarcely  less  objectionable  which  pass 
readily  through  the  heated  iron,  is  shown  in 
various  ways,  apart  from  that  of  actual  asphyxia 
or  suffocation,  several  cases  of  severe  fevers, 
especially  in  badly-ventilated  rooms,  having  been 
traced  directly  to  this  cause. 

The  primary  remedy  against  this  evil  result 
is  to  have  the  stove  lined  internally  with  brick 
or  some  substance  otiier  than  cast  iron,  and  to 
have  the  upper  part  made  of  sheet-iron,  so  that 
the  gases  may  not  pass  through  the  cylinder  of 
the  stove,  but  be  carried  off  directly  into  the 
chimney.  If,  however,  a  cast-iron  cylinder  is 
necessary,  then  it  should  be  completely  encir- 
cled by  sheet-iron,  with  an  air-chamber  between, 
and  some  arrangement  by  which  the  air  in  that 
space  may  be  passed  into  the  flue,  and  not  escape 
into  the  room. 

TRANSMISSION  OF  CARBUNCLE,  Etc.,  BY  FLIES. 

It  has  been  a  popular  opinion  that  certain  dis- 
eases, such  as  carbuncle  and  its  allies,  may  be 
transmitted  from  one  animal  to  another,  or  from 
animals  to  man,  by  means  of  flies  lighting  upon 
the  diseased  spot,  ftnd  thence  passing  to  a  healthy 
subject.  Although  this  has  scarcely  been  cred- 
ited by  most  persons,  it  has  been  proved,  by  di- 
rect experiment  during  the  last  summer,  to  be  not 
simply  possible,  but  an  actual  fact.  This  is  not 
done  by  the  ordinary  blow  or  meat  fly,  but  by 
the  common  house-Hy,  which,  after  coming  in 
contact  with  a  sore,  and  thence  passing  to  a 
healthy  animal,  imparts  the  infection  to  the 
latter." 

EXTINCTION  OF  FIRES. 

A  recent  German  writer,  in  discussing  the  gen- 
eral theory  of  fires,  and  the  best  method  of  pre- 
venting and  extinguishing  them,  mentions  vari- 
ous mineral  substances  which  may  be  mixed  with 
tlie  water  employed,  to  give  to  it  much  greater 
cfiiciency.  Chief  among  these,  in  his  opinion, 
is  common  salt ;  and  he  maintains,  as  the  result 
of  actual  experiment,  that  one  part  of  water  con- 
taining salt  will  have  more  effect  than  four  with- 
out it. 

He  explains  its  action  by  explaining  that  a  sa- 
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line  solution  is  less  .readily  vaporized  than  pure 
water,  and  that  it  is  not  so  easily  decomposed  into 
its  constituent  elements  of  oxygen  and  hydrogen, 
which,  of  course,  tend  to  reunite,  and  produce  a 
still  greater  intensity  of  combustion.  He  thinks 
that  the  salt  itself  also,  falling  on  hot  coals,  is 
decomposed,  its  sodium  combining  with  the  oxy- 
gen of  the  water ;  but  that  the  hydrogen  of  the 
water  unites  v/ith  the  chlorine  of  the  salt,  and 
forms  a  completely  incombustible  gas,  which 
has  a  very'  favorable  effect  in  deadening  the 
flame,  and  aiding  in  extinguishing  the  fire. 

There  is  no  danger  of  injury  to  the  fne  appa- 
ratus attendant  upon  the  use  of  salt-water,  pro- 
vided it  be  subsequently  flushed  with  fresh-wa- 
ter from  the  hydrant.  Our  author  advises  that 
a  supply  of  rock-salt  be  kept  in  bags  in  every 
engine-house,  and,  as  soon  as  a  fire  breaks  out, 
that  the  solution  be  made.  It  is  not  necessary 
to  have  such  a  solution  saturated,  as  a  large  per- 
centage of  water  may  be  added  without  material- 
ly affecting  the  efficiency  of  the  mixture. 

An  important  preventive  of  fire  is  suggested  in 
the  coating  of  the  beams  and  timbers  of  newly- 
built  houses  Avith  soluble  glass,  applying  this  in 
several  successive  coats  of  a  rather  dilute  solu- 
tion, to  be  followed  by  a  final  application  of  a 
mixture  of  soluble  glass  and  cement.  Wood 
treated  in  this  way  may  be  exposed  quite  close  to 
burning  matters  without  actually  taking  fire. 

FRENCH  METHOD  OF  PREPARING  HAMS. 

Among  the  novelties,  to  the  European  public 
at  least,  exhibited  during  the  Paris  Exposition 
of  18G7,  and  one  which  took  a  prize  for  excel- 
lence of  result,  was  what  was  considered  as  an 
improved  method  of  curing  hams.  This  con- 
sists essentially  in  the  injection  of  the  jjickle  into 
the  meat  by  means  of  hydrostatic  pressure,  a 
reservoir  of  the  liquid  being  kept  in  an  upper 
story,  with  a  strong  rubber  tube  passing  down- 
ward, about  twenty  feet  below,  and  terminating 
in  a  pointed  metallic  nozzle,  the  passage  of  the 
liquid  through  which  is  controlled  by  a  stop- 
cock- 

The  point  of  this  nozzle  is  to  be  inserted  into 
the  ham,  and  the  cock  opened,  Avhen  the  press- 
ure from  above  quickly  forces  the  solution  through- 
out the  ham,  causing  it  to  expand  very  material- 
ly, and  to  take  up  a  sufficient  quantity  of  pickle  in 
a  very  short  time.  This  appears  to  be  the  prin- 
cipal point  of  novelty.  The  general  excellence 
of  the  hams  exhil)ited,  however,  resulted  from 
the  great  care  used  in  the  preparation  of  the  pickle 
(which  must  always  be  of  the  same  density  of  so- 
lution), the  injection  of  a  definite  amount  of  the 
jnckle  for  each  pound  of  meat,  and  tlie  allowing 
the  hams  to  soak  for  si  few  days  after  injection 
in  a  solution  of  the  same  degree  of  strength  as 
that  previously  used. 

The  hams  are  to  be  hung  up  in  an  upper  room  of 
the  building,  and  exposed  to  the  smoke  and  hot 
air  from  two  chimneys,  the  iicarths  of  which  are 
in  the  lovver  story,  and  on  which  dry  oak  wood  is 
allowed  to  burn  and  smoulder.  A  thermometer 
regulates  the  temperature  of  the  upj)er  room ; 
and  the  combination  of  the  dry  air  with  tlie 
smoke  is  considered  to  be  a  matter  of  prime  im- 
portance. 
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The  process  of  salting  fresh  meat  by  means  of  I 
hydrostatic  pressure,  as  most  of  our  readers  are 
aware,  is  well  known  in  this  country,  and  is  em- 
ployed in  various  establishments,  chiefly  irr  and 
near  the  larger  cities. 

IMPKOVEMENT  IN  PRESERVING  FRUITS. 

A  substance  called  preserving-powder  has  been 
patented  in  this  country  within  a  few  years,  and 
used  in  preserving  fruits.  It  consists  essentially 
of  sulphite  of  lime,  which,  inert  in  itself,  com- 
bines readily  with  the  oxygen  developed  in  fer- 
mentation, and  is  converted  into  sulphate  of 
lime ;  and  this  in  a  small  quantity  does  not  seem 
to  exert  any  injurious  effect  upon  the  animal 
economy. 

Another  somewhat  similar  suggestion,  made 
by  a  German  chemist,  promises  to  be  of  value 
in  the  same  connection.  This  is  not  intended 
so  much  to  prevent  fermentation  as  to  reduce 
the  amount  of  sugar  required  in  preserving.  It 
consists  in  adding  aqua  ammonia  to  the  juice, 
which,  by  its  alkaline  nature,  neutralizes  an  ap- 
preciable quantity  of  the  free  acid,  and  thereby 
renders  less  sugar  necessary.  The  amount  of 
ammonia  required  is  easily  determined  by  the 
disappearance  of  the  sour  taste  of  the  juice  ;  and 
should  there  be  an  excess  at  any  time,  it  can  be 
readily  antagonized  by  the  addition  of  a  small 
quantity  of  vinegar.  Any  other  alkaline  sub- 
stance than  ammonia  would  produce  a  solid, 
permanent  salt,  which,  if  not  injurious,  would  at 
any  rate  render  the  preparation  more  or  less  un- 
palatable. For  preserving  plums  and  gooseber- 
ries this  process  is  said  to  be  peculiarly  well 
suited. 

IMMUNITY  OF  COPPERSMITHS  AGAINST 
CHOLERA. 

The  immunity  from  attacks  of  cholera  enjoy- 
ed by  workers  in  copper  in  the  city  of  Paris  has 
been  shown  to  exist  in  London  also  ;  and  it  is 
supposed  that  a  positive  absorption  of  the  metal 
into  the  system  is  the  result  of  long-continued 
dealing  with  this  metal.  It  is  stated  that  work- 
ers in  copper  acquire  green  stains  on  the  gums 
immediately  above  the  teeth,  exactly  as  work- 
ers in  lead  have  a  dark  and  blackish  line  in  the 
same  region.  The  perspiration  of  workers  in 
copper  is  also  stated  to  be  of  a  bluish-green  col- 
or ;  and  in  cases  of  ulceration  the  pus  is  also 
greenish. 

ROCKET-HARPOON  GUNS. 

The  rocket-harpoon  gun,  for  capturing  and 
killing  whales,  invented  some  years  ago  by  an 
American  captain,  is  now  used  with  great  suc- 
cess in  the  Greenland  and  Iceland  lisheries.  By 
this  apparatus  a  steady  aim  may  be  taken  at  the 
whale  to  be  attacked  ;  and  by  pulling  a  trigger 
a  harpoon  is  discharged  with  unerring  precision 
into  the  body  of  the  animal,  the  rocket  bearing 
a  shell,  which  explodes  immediately  on  penetra- 
tion, causing  death  almost  instantaneously.  The 
harpoon  may  be  sent  to  a  distance  of  nearly  a 
hundred  feet — much  further  than  an  ordinary 
harpoon  can  be  thrown  by  the  arm  of  the  stout- 
est whaleman.  The  rocket-harpoon  has  been 
used  successfully  in  the  capture  of  the  sulphur- 
bottom  whale,  a  species  proverbially  difficult  to 
secure,  as  well  as  extremely  dangerous  when  at- 
tacked at  close  quarters,  so  much  so  that  very 


few  of  even  the  most  experienced  whalers  ever 
undertake  to  kill  them.  These  whales  gener- 
ally require  to  be  hauled  up  from  the  bottom  aft- 
er being  killed. 

RENDERING  HARD  WATER  SOFT. 

In  a  late  communication  to  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  in  Paris,  the  author  recommends  the 
use  of  oxalic  acid  for  the  purpose  of  neutralizing 
the  lime  in  certain  hard  waters,  which,  by  pre- 
cipitating the  lime  as  an  oxalate,  renders  the  wa- 
ter perfectly  soft,  and  as  fit  for  use  in  washing  as 
rain-water.  To  this,  however,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Academy,  M.  Dumas,  responded  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  varying  proportion  of  bicarbonate 
of  lime  in  the  water,  it  would  be  difficult  so  to 
regulate  the  amount  of  oxalic  acid  as  to  prevent 
an  excess  remaining  and  acting  as  a  poison ; 
and  he  recommended  instead  of  the  acid,  and  as 
accomplishing  the  object  more  speedily,  the  use 
of  milk  of  lime,  which  combines  with  the  bicar- 
bonate of  lime  and  the  free  carbonic  acid,  and  pro- 
duces a  precipitate  of  neutral  carbonate.  This 
method  has  been  employed  with  great  success  for 
many  years  in  certain  manufactories  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  M.  Dumas. 

CAUSE  OP  GOITRE. 

In  a  recent  communication  to  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  at  Paris,  by  a  Swiss  physician,  attention 
is  called  to  the  fact  of  the  disappearance  of  goitre 
in  certain  districts  formerly  much  troubled  with 
this  disease.  The  author,  in  attempting  to  explain 
the  cause  of  this  improvement  in  the  health  of  his 
country,  endeavors,  in  the  first  place,  to  show  that 
goitre  could  not  have  been  produced  by  the  pres- 
ence of  sulphate  of  lime  or  other  mineral  ingre- 
dients in  the  waters,  since  their  character  in  this 
respect  is  unchanged.  In  his  opinion  the  disease 
was  caused  by  the  habit  of  bending  the  neck  con- 
tinuously for  a  long  time  in  the  process  of  lace- 
making,  a  position  required  for  the  purpose  of 
following  the  design  with  the  pins.  Recently 
other  branches  of  industry  have  replaced  that  of 
lace-making,  such  as  embroidery,  the  manufac- 
ture of  buttons,  gloves,  etc.,  none  of  which  re- 
quire a  constant  bending  of  the  neck.  In  addi- 
tional confirmation  of  his  idea,  he  states  that  the 
disease  was  always  confined  almost  entirely  to  fe- 
males, who  alone  were  occupied  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  lace. 

EXTERNAL  GILLS  IN  FISH. 

A  fact  of  much  interest  to  naturalists  and  phys- 
iologists has  recently  been  announced  in  regard  to 
the  possession  by  certain  fishes  of  the  Nile,  belong- 
ing to  the  genus  Polypterus,  of  external  organs 
of  respiration,  or  gills,  similar  to  those  of  certain 
batrachian  reptiles  of  America  and  other  parts 
of  the  world,  such  as  the  Sirens,  Proteus,  Axo- 
Jotls,  etc.  They  difter  from  these,  however,  in 
having  but  one  gill  on  each  side  instead  of  three, 
as  in  the  larvce  of  salamanders.  They  are  found 
only  in  the  young  fish,  although  in  one  case  they 
were  detected  in  a  specimen  twenty  inches  in 
length.  These  external  gills  have  heretofore 
been  observed  in  sharks  and  rays,  but  not  in 
any  other  true  fish. 

TERTIARY  FLORA  OF  GREENLAND. 

Those  Avho  are  accustomed  to  think  of  Green- 
land as  synonymous  with  the  extremes  of  ice 
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and  cold,  will  perhaps  be  somewhat  surprised  to 
learn  that  during  a  portion  of  the  tertiary  epoch 
it  enjoyed  a  climate  as  mild  as  that  of  the  south 
of  France.  This  statement  is  based,  on  the  re- 
sult of  investigations  upon  certain  fossil  plants 
brought  from  that  country  by  Mr.  Whymper,  a 
celebrated  Alpine  explorer,  who  devoted  his  en- 
ergies in  that  line  to  Greenland  two  years  ago, 
with,  however,  but  little  practical  result,  owing  to 
the  roughness  of  the  ice,  and  the  impossibility  of 
making  an  extended  journey  into  the  interior  by 
means  of  dog-sleds,  as  he  contemplated. 

The  specimens  collected  by  Mr.  Whymper  were 
obtained  principally  on  the  island  of  Disco,  and 
upon  the  peninsula  of  Nowisook,  situated  in  lat- 
itude 70°.  The  strata  in  which  they  were  found 
were  originally  deposited  along  the  edges  of  a 
fresh-water  lake,  which  nourished  large  beds  of 
peat,  to  which  were  added  the  accumulations  of 
leaves,  fruit,  branches,  etc. ,  from  the  plants  grow- 
ing on  the  shores.  The  vegetation,  in  many  re- 
spects, resembled  that  in  certain  parts  of  North 
America  at  the  present  day ;  and  was  character- 
ized by  a  great  abundance  of  trees  and  shrubs, 
no  less  than  ninety-five  species  being  already  rec- 
ognized. Among  these  are  several  kinds  of  Se- 
quoia^ the  same  genus  as  that  to  which  the  giant 
trees  of  California  and  the  coast  red-wood  be- 
long ;  while  beeches,  chestnuts,  two  kinds  of  syc- 
amore, magnolias,  and  a  walnut  were  found, 
scarcely  to  be  distinguished  from  corresponding 
plants  of  the  present  day. 

It  is  quite  probable  that  at  that  period  the  cir- 
cumpolar  regions  were  connected  and  elevated 
above  the  water,  possessing  a  uniform  climate, 
with  its  accompanying  fauna  and  flora. 

Collections  of  fossil  plants,  recently  made  in 
Spitzbergen,  embrace  a  large  percentage  of  the 
Greenland  species;  while  from  the  miocene  de- 
posits of  Cook's  Inlet,  in  Alaska,  fourteen  spe- 
cies of  trees  and  shrubs  have  already  been  found 
identical  with  those  of  Greenland  and  Spitzber- 
geu,  and  further  investigations  will  doubtless 
greatly  add  to  the  number.  It  may  be  men- 
tioned, in  this  connection,  that  among  the  fossil 
plants  of  Spitzbergen  of  this  period  is  a  species 
of  cypress  scarcely  or  not  at  all  distinguishable 
from  the  common  swamp  cypress  of  the  South- 
ern States. 

SCIENTIFIC  EXPLORATION  OF  ALASKA. 

It  is  well  known  to  most  of  our  readers  that 
an  attempt  was  made  in  18G5,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company, 
to  establish  a  line  of  land-telegraph  to  connect 
the  United  States  and  Russia  by  way  of  Bering 
Straits ;  and  that  the  enterprise  would  pro])ably 
have  been  accomplished  satisfactorily  but  for  the 
unexpected  success  of  the  Atlantic  Cable,  which 
rendered  it  improbable  that  so  long  a  land  line 
could  be  worked  to  advantage  in  competition 
with  the  sea  route. 

To  the  liberality  of  this  Company,  however, 
and  to  that  of  the  gentlemen  in  charge  of  the 
operations  connected  with  the  establisliment  of 
the  line,  we  are  indebted  for  much  valuable  in- 
formation in  regard  to  the  physical  and  natural 
history  of  the  country  to  be  traversed  by  the  line  ; 
and  it  is  probable  that  the  observations  made  by 
the  exploring  parties  sent  out  by  the  Company  in 
regard  to  the  resources  of  Russian  America  tend- 
ed materially  to  create  a  favorable  impression  on 


Congress  as  to  its  value,  and  led  to  its  acquisition 
by  the  United  States.  Many  extensive  collections 
in  natural  history  were  made,  as  well  as  many 
important  observations  on  the  topography,  me- 
teorology, and  geology,  principally  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  at  Wash- 
ington. A  report  upon  the  ornithology  of  Alas- 
ka, by  Messrs.  Dall  and  Bannister,  is  now  in 
the  course  of  publication  by  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  of  Chicago,  from  which  it  appears 
that  the  list  of  North  American  birds  has  been 
increased  by  fifteen  or  twenty ;  a  portion  of 
them  entirely  new  to  science,  others,  previously 
described,  being  stragglers  from  the  adjacent 
shores  of  Asia. 

STORING  OF  ICE. 

Among  the  various  methods  of  storing  ice  in 
the  winter  for  use  in  summer  is  a  very  simple 
one  mentioned  in  an  Austrian  gazette,  as  prac- 
ticed quite  commonly  in  that  country.  A  place 
is  selected,  protected  toward  the  west  and  north, 
if  possible,  by  a  building,  or  even  under  the  shade 
of  thick  trees,  as  it  is  from  that  quarter  that  the 
ice  is  most  exposed  to  atmospheric  influences,  A 
spot  with  porous  soil  is  preferable ;  and  if  that 
can  not  be  had  a  platform  is  to  be  erected  over  a 
shallow  pit,  into  which  the  melting  water  can 
drain.  The  ice  is  to  be  piled  up  in  the  form  of 
a  large  cone,  layer  by  layer  ;  first  constructing  a 
circular  wall  of  ice  of  about  twenty  feet  in  diam- 
eter, to  serve  as  the  base  of  the  cone.  The  inte- 
rior of  this  circle  is  to  be  filled  up  to  the  level 
of  the  top  of  the  ice-wall  with  ice  broken  into 
small  pieces.  This  whole  stratum  is  then  to  be 
wet  with  water,  and  allowed  to  freeze  into  a  solid 
mass.  A  second  circle  is  then  constructed,  a 
little  smaller  than  the  first,  and  the  space  with- 
in filled  up  with  pieces  of  ice,  and  water  poured 
on  and  allowed  to  freeze  as  before ;  and  this  i)roc- 
ess  is  repeated  until  a  truncated  cone  of  about 
fifteen  feet  in  height  is  erected.  The  whole  is 
to  be  deluged  again  with  water,  and  then  covered 
with  a  stratum  of  straw,  which  is  also  to  be  wet 
and  allowed  to  freeze,  thus  forming  a  stiff'  cover- 
ing. The  entire  cone  is  to  be  covered  then,  to 
the  depth  of  nine  to  fifteen  inches,  with  a  layer 
of  sod  or  moss,  of  Avhich  a  supply  should  be  cut 
beforehand,  ready  to  be  put  on.  If  the  western 
side  is  not  protected,  or  only  imperfectly,  the 
covering  must  be  thicker  in  that  quarter.  In- 
stead of  the  moss  or  sod,  finely  chopped  straw, 
liacklings  of  flax,  or  stubble,  may  be  used  ;  but 
care  must  be  taken  to  prevent  its  being  blown  to 
pieces  by  the  winds.  The  covering  must  not  be 
too  thick,  as  it  might  ferment,  and  thereby  in- 
jure the  ice  by  its  heating. 

It  is  well  to  heap  up  the  earth  around  the  base 
to  a  height  of  three  or  four  feet,  as  the  melting 
generally  takes  place  from  the  bottom  and  from 
the  western  side.  When  using  the  ice  it  must 
be  taken  from  the  top,  and  the  opening  filled  up 
again  with  moss.  It  is  well,  perhaps,  to  have  a 
roof  of  some  kind  of  thatch  or  other  material,  so 
as  to  turn  of!"  the  rain-water  and  direct  it  down 
the  sides  of  the  mass. 

SUBSTITUTE  FOR  SUMAC. 
A  substitute  for  sumac  in  tanning  has  recently 
been  discovered  in  an  American  plant,  known  as 
Spirfra  tomovtosn^  or  meadow-sweet,  and  Avhich 
has  been  found  to  be  so  rich  in  tannin  as  to  pos- 


4G8 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


sess  a  very  great  economical  value.  The  plant 
is  extremely  abmidant  in  many  parts  of  the 
country,  growing  in  damp  meadows,  where  it 
can  be  gathered  in  large  quantities  in  a  wild 
state,  and  it  could  be  easily  cultivated  so  as  to 
produce  a  supply  for  this  purpose. 

ANTIDOTE  TO  ARSENIC  POISONING. 

A  German  pharmaceutist  takes  strong  ground 
against  depending  upon  the  hydrated  oxyd  of 
iron  as  an  antidote  for  arsenic,  especially  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  it  requires  to  be  perfectly  fresh 
to  be  at  all  effective ;  and  that  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances it  fails,  even  then,  of  success.  He 
recommends  instead  the  use  of  the  soluble  sac- 
cliarate  of  iron,  as  being  easily  made,  equally  po- 
tent, and  retaining  its  virtues  for  a  long  period 
of  time. 

THE  IIOUSE-FLY. 

How  many  of  our  readers  are  familiar  with  the 
early  history  of  the  common  house-fly,  an  insect 
that  makes  its  appearance  in  early  spring  in 
countless  swarms,  coming  from  some  unknown 
locality,  and  disappearing  almost  as  mysterious- 
ly ?  There  are  few  insects  at  once  so  familiar  to 
all,  and  yet  the  natural  history  of  which  is  so  little 
understood  ;  and  it  may  not  be  amiss,  therefore, 
to  recount  a  few  facts  which  have  been  ascertained 
in  regard  to  it. 

Tlie  order  of  Diptera,  to  which  our  fly  belongs, 
is  one  of  great  extent,  and  its  members,  in  their 
different  forms,  include  many  of  the  greatest 
pests  in  existence,  both  to  man  and  animals. 
The  mosquito,  the  gnat,  the  biting-fly,  and  the 
horse-fly,  the  tsetze,  zimb,  and  other  species,  are 
well-known  illustrations  of  this  statement,  many 
of  them  being  armed  with  lancets  and  other 
forms  of  aggressive  weapons,  by  means  of  which 
they  become  a  source  of  torment.  The  house-fly, 
however,  although  provided  with  a  somewhat 
similar  apparatus,  does  not  use  it  commonly  so 
as  to  draw  blood,  its  off'ensiveness  consisting 
principally  in  the  pertinacity  with  which  it  in- 
sists upon  crawling  over  the  skin  or  in  infesting 
articles  of  food. 

The  eggs  of  the  house-fly  are  laid  in  decaying 
vegetable  matter,  such  as  dead  leaves,  and  espe- 
cially in  the  manure  of  stables,  about  seventy 
or  eighty  being  the  usual  number.  These  soon 
hatch,  and  tlie  larva  grows  rapidly,  feeding  upon 
the  substances  found  near  it.  After  a  short  time 
the  outer  skin  hardens,  and  becomes  brown  and 
tough,  forming  a  case  shaped  like  a  little  barrel 
divided  into  rings.  The  transformation  of  the 
larva  is  quickly  made,  and  the  animal  is  soon 
ready  to  emerge  as  a  perfect  insect. 

The  common  blow-fly  is  another  species  of  this 
order,  which  lays  its  eggs  in  decaying  flesh,  and 
which  sometimes  hatch  before  leaving  the  body 
of  the  parent,  and  in  any  event  very  soon  becom.e 
developed  into  the  larva3.  These  form  the  well- 
known  maggots,  which  are  the  annoyance  of 
housekeepers  in  hot  weather. 

A  fly  very  similar  to  the  house-fly  in  general 
appearance,  but  with  the  wings  diverging  more 
widely  when  in  a  state  of  rest,  is  provided  with  a 
very  powerful  lancet,  by  means  of  which  blood 
may  be  drawn  in  an  instant  after  settling  upon 
the  body  of  an  animal.  It  is  a  curious  fact  that 
this  species,  like  the  mosquito,  in  alighting  upon 
an  upright  surface,  uniformly  rests  with  its  head 
upward,  the  true  house-fly  occupying  a  precisely 


opposite  direction,  or  with  the  head  downward, 
thus  affording  a  ready  means  of  distinguishing 
them. 

The  house-fly,  both  as  grub  and  perfect  insect, 
furnishes  food  to  a  great  variety  of  other  animals ; 
but  the  destruction  of  the  adult  is  largely  due  to 
the  growth  of  a  parasitic  fungus  which  attacks  it, 
and,  developing  rapidly  in  its  interior,  soon  ex- 
hausts its  vitality. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC  PRINTING. 

A  method  of  photographic  printing,  in  some 
respects  said  to  be  equal  to  that  of  Albert,  and 
more  manageable,  has  recently  been  announced 
by  Obernetter,  of  Munich.  It  consists  in  coat- 
ing a  glass  plate  witli  a  solution  of  gelatine,  al- 
bumen, sugar,  and  bichromate  of  potash ;  dry- 
ing it,  exposing  it  under  a  negative,  and  dusting 
the  plate  with  flne  zinc  dust,  as  in  photographing 
on  porcelain.  The  plate  is  then  heated  to  about 
300°  Eahr.,  or  else  exposed  to  the  light  until  the 
coating  is  rendered  entirely  insoluble.  Before 
printing,  this  plate  is  to  be  submitted  to  the  action 
of  dilute  hydrochloric  or  sulphuric  acid,  which,  in 
the  places  covered  by  the  zinc  dust,  renders  the 
chrome-gelatine  layer  more  or  less  sensitive  to  wa- 
ter, on  account  of  the  nascent  hydrogen  evolved, 
while  elsewhere,  or  where  no  zinc  adheres,  the 
coating  will  take  up  fatty  colors.  The  printing 
is  conducted  as  on  an  ordinary  lithographic  stone. 

The  advantages  claimed  for  this  method  are, 
that  the  plates  are  much  more  durable,  the  coat- 
-ing  does  not  become  crushed  or  flattened  down, 
as  in  other  processes,  and  the  plate  can  be  used 
over  and  over  again,  even  at  considerable  inter- 
vals of  time. 

ARTIFICIAL  MANUFACTURE  OF  ICE. 

The  construction  of  apparatus  for  the  artificial 
manufacture  of  ice  has  been  prosecuted  within 
the  last  few  years  with  a  great  deal  of  activity  j 
and  it  is  by  no  means  improbable  that,  sooner 
or  later,  it  Avill  be  found  cheaper  and  more 
convenient  to  obtain  this  almost  necessary  of 
life  by  making  it  as  wanted,  rather  than  by  at- 
tempting to  store  it  in  large  quantities  during 
Avinter  for  subsequent  use.  Various  arrange- 
ments have  been  adopted  for  accomplishing  the 
object,  both  in  America  and  Europe,  among 
which  the  evaporation  of  ammonia  is  perhaps 
most  fre<:iuently  used.  A  German  machine  on 
this  principle  has  been  constructed  to  manufac- 
ture a  thousand  pounds  of  ice  per  hour,  with  the 
aid  of  three  men  and  an  engine  of  three-horse 
pov/er. 

A  special  apparatus  of  this  kind,  in  which  no 
ammonia  or  other  chemical  substance  is  employ- 
ed, is  applied  to  the  cooling  of  tlie  air  in  public 
buildings  and  dwelling-houses  during  the  hot 
weather  of  summer.  One  of  these  machines, 
adapted  to  the  production  of  200  pounds  of  ice 
per  hour,  will  furnish  in  the  same  time  30,000 
cubic  feet  of  air,  cooled  down  to  a  temperature 
of  23°  Eahr. 

SCIENTIFIC  FEALTY  TO  THE  CECLIIENICAL 
COUNCIL. 

The  Abbe  Moigno,  in  his  Scientific  Journal, 
invites  all  professors  in  universities  and  colleges, 
and  all  members  of  academies  of  science,  to  pre- 
sent their  tribute  of  adhesion  and  of  obedience  to 
the  Oecumenical  Council  of  the  Vatican,  by  sign- 
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ing  their  name  and  address  on  a  blank  which  he 
incloses  for  the  purpose,  and  mentioning  the  sum 
of  money  which  each  proposes  to  give.  The 
amount  of  the  donation  seems  of  comparatively 
little  account,  a  few  centimes  being"  considered 
equally  acceptable  with  a  larger  sum,  the  object 
being  simply  to  secure  an  expression  of  allegiance 
on  the  part  of  learned  men  to  the  Council  now 
in  session. 

NEXT  TKANSITS  OF  VENUS. 

Considerable  interest  is  manifested  among  as- 
tronomers in  reference  to  the  approaching  transits 
of  Venus,  which  will  take  place  in  1874  and  in 
1 882.  The  stations  of  the  French  philosophers 
for  1874  are  already  named  as  being  Oahu,  in 
the  Sandwich  Islands  ;  Kerguelen,  in  the  Indian 
Ocean ;  Rodriguez,  near  the  Mauritius ;  Auck- 
land, in  New  Zealand ;  and  Alexandria. 

ARTIFICIAL  ALIZARINE. 

Among  other  contributions  of  organic  chem- 
istry to  the  arts  is  the  discovery  that  alizarine, 
the  coloring  matter  of  madder,  and  the  active 
principle  of  the  Turkey-red  dye,  can  be  prepared 
artificially.  The  substance  from  which  it  is  usu- 
ally obtained  is  one  of  the  hydrocarbons,  called 
anthracen.  This  is  distilled  from  asphaltum  by 
the  aid  of  superheated  steam,  and  the  raw  prod- 
uct purified  by  sublimation.  The  anthracen  is 
converted  into  another  substance,  called  anthra- 
quinon,  by  gently  heating  it  with  twice  its  weight 
of  nitric  acid,  and  washing  the  product  with  wa- 
ter. This  last  substance  is  then  dissolved  at  a 
moderate  heat  in  sulphuric  acid ;  and  by  the  ad- 
dition of  nitrate  of  mercury,  the  two  substances, 
alizarine  and  purpurine,  are  obtained. 

A  red  dye  has  lately  been  obtained  from  an- 
thracen, which,  it  is  said,  is  superior  to  the  aliza- 
rine derived  directly  from  madder. 

REMEDY  FOR  RINDERPEST. 

A  Russian  remedy  for  the  rinderpest,  which, 
it  is  stated,  has  been  used  with  complete  success 
upon  a  large  number  of  cattle,  consists  in  taking 
the  skin  of  an  animal  that  has  died  with  this  dis- 
ease, and  after  wrapping  120  pounds  of  salt  in  it, 
placing  it  for  a  whole  night  before  a  large  fire. 
The  salt  thus  medicated  is  to  be  administered  to 
healtliy  cattle,  which  are  inoculated  with  the  dis- 
ease in  a  mild  form,  from  which  they  recover  in 
about  twenty-four  hours,  and  afterward  become 
entirely  proof  against  the  infection. 

PRE-UISTORIC  MAN. 

Among  other  proofs  of  the  existence  of  man 
at  a  very  remote  period  of  time  may  be  men- 
tioned the  discovery  of  the  skeleton  of  a  Ha/l- 
therinm,  a  fossil  cetacean,  with  incisions  made 
by  human  hands  in  the  bone  while  still  in  a 
fresh  condition.  Specimens  of  these  bones  are 
preserved  in  the  French  Ethnological  Museum 
of  St.  Germain. 

Worked  bones  of  the  fossil  rhinoceros  and  of 
the  mammoth  have  already  been  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  scientific  world  ;  and  the  discovery 
of  carvings  of  bones  of  the  reindeer  in  the  caves 
of  the  Dordogne,  and  belonging  to  a  decidedly 
later  period,  is  well  established.  Specimens  of 
these  carved  reindeer  bones  may  be  seen  in  the 
Peabody  Museum  at  Cambridge,  and  in  that  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  at  Washington. 
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COLOSSAL  ELEPHANT. 
A  recent  writer  in  the  Field  newspaper  gives 
the  dimensions  of  an  old  Indian  elephant,  which 
could  scarcely  have  been  much  inferior  in  size  to 
a  mastodon.  According  to  his  account  the  an- 
imal measured  eleven  feet  and  three-quarters  in 
height  at  the  shoulders  ;  twenty-five  feet  and  five 
inches  from  the  tip  of  the  trunk  to  the  end  of  the 
tail.  The  distance  from  the  tip  of  the  trunk  to 
the  eye  was  seven  feet ;  from  the  eye  to  the  tail 
nearly  thirteen  and  a  half  feet ;  and  the  tail  was 
four  and  a  half  feet  in  length.  The  tusks  were 
five  feet  two  inches  long. 

PHYSIOLOGICAL  EFFECTS  OF  MOUNTAIN 
CLIMBING. 

A  recent  writer  gives  the  results  of  some  in- 
teresting experiments  made  upon  himself  while 
ascending  Mont  Blanc,  provided  with  apparatus 
of  extreme  nicety  for  measuring  the  rapidity  of 
the  circulation,  the  intensity  of  respiration,  and 
the  temperature  of  the  blood.  He  found  that, 
up  to  a  height  of  about  3500  feet,  but  little  effect 
was  produced ;  beyond  that,  however,  a  percep- 
tible change  took  place  in  the  animal  phenome- 
na. According  to  our  author,  the  effect  upon 
the  respiration  was  slight  up  to  about  10,000 
feet,  es})ecially  upon  those  wlio  know  how  to 
walk  up  high  mountains  ;  namely,  with  the  head 
lowered,  to  diminish  the  orifice  of  the  respirato- 
ry channels ;  the  air  permitted  to  pass  through 
the  nose  only,  and  the  mouth  kept  shut,  and 
holding  in  it  some  small  olyect,  like  a  small  stone 
or  nut,  to  increase  the  secretion  of  the  saliva. 
Beyond  10,000  feet,  however,  the  number  of  res- 
piratory movements,  which  had  been  about  twen- 
ty-four per  minute,  as  at  the  lower  levels,  in- 
creased to  thirty-six  per  minute,  and  the  breatli- 
ing  became  short  and  troubled. 

It  Avas  ascertained  by  these  experiments  that 
the  quantity  of  air  taken  in  and  exhaled  with 
increasing  altitude  was  much  less  than  in  the 
plains,  and  that  but  little  oxygen  seemed  to  come 
in  contact  with  the  blood.  During  the  ascent, 
although  very  slow  and  gradual,  the  circulation 
became  much  accelerated  ;  so  that,  Avhile  at  the 
lower  level  the  motion  of  the  pulse  of  the  exper- 
imenter averaged  sixty-four  beats  per  minute,  it 
rose  continually,  until,  in  ascending  the  last  slope, 
near  the  top  of  the  mountain,  it  was  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  per  minute,  and  even  more.  The 
blood  seemed  to  pass  with  great  rapidity  through 
the  lungs,  involving  an  imperfect  oxygenation  in 
addition  to  that  resulting  from  the  greater  rarity 
of  the  atmosphere.  At  the  summit  the  veins  of 
the  arms  and  head  swelled,  and  paleness  and 
painful  sleepiness  ensued  ;  even  after  a  period  of 
complete  rest  the  pulse  remained  at  from  ninety 
to  a  hundred.  The  internal  temperature  was 
shown  to  var}-  very  considerably,  the  animal  heat 
falling  from  the  usual  average  to  about  89° — a 
truly  enormous  reduction.  After  remaining  sta- 
tionary for  a  few  moments,  ho\\  ever,  the  temper- 
ature rose  nearly  to  its  usual  maximtnn.  It  was 
found  that  during  the  process  of  digestion  this 
reduction  of  temperature  did  not  take  place ; 
which  explains  the  philosophy  of  the  ]n-actice, 
among  the  guides  in  the  Swiss  mountains,'  of 
eating  something  every  hour  or  two.  This  de- 
crease in  temperature  is  supposed  to  arise  from 
the  conversion  of  the  heat  into  mechanical  force, 
which,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  is  contin- 
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ually  replaced.  On  the  mountains,  however, 
and  especially  on  steep,  snowy  slopes,  a  greater 
amount  of  heat  is  required  for  transformation 
into  mechanical  force  than  the  system  can  sup- 
ply ;  whence  arises  the  cooling  of  the  body  and 
the  necessity  for  frequent  halts,  in  order  to  re- 
store the  proper  degree  of  warmth.  The  rapidi- 
ty of  the  circulation  is  also  supposed  to  be  one 
of  the  causes  of  this  reduced  temperature,  as  the 
blood  is  not  allowed  a  sufficient  length  of  time 
for  combination  with  the  oxygen  of  the  air  in  the 
lungs. 

COST  OF  LIVE  ANIMALS. 

The  Zoological  Society  of  London  has  lately 
published  a  list  of  prices  at  which  certain  duijli- 
cate  animals  in  its  menagerie  will  be  sold.  From 
this  we  learn  that  an  eland  can  be  had  for  $250, 
a  Virginia  deer  for  $35,  a  raccoon  for  $7,  a 
hyena  for  $100,  and  other  quadrupeds  in  pro- 
portion. The  birds  are  held  at  higher  rates. 
Thus,  a  barred-tailed  pheasant  will  cost  $150; 
a  peacock  pheasant,  $250 ;  and  a  tragopan  pheas- 
ant, $400.  Our  own  summer  duck  is  valued  at 
$10,  while  the  mandarin  duck  costs  $20.  The 
cheapest  bird  in  the  list  is  the  white-headed  pig- 
eon, a  well-known  Florida  species,  which  can  be 
had  at  $7  50. 

PRESERVATION  OF  ANIMAL  SUBSTANCES. 

A  patent  has  recently  been  granted  for  a  meth- 
od of  preserving  animal  substances  with  bisul- 
phite of  lime  and  magnesia,  substances  already 
successfully  used  in  the  preparation  of  lemon 
juice  for  long  voyages.  For  preserving  meats  on 
a  large  scale  a  hot  solution  of  these  salts,  with 
the  addition  of  ten  per  cent,  of  common  salt,  is  to 
be  injected  into  the  blood-vessels  before  the  car- 
cass becomes  fixed.  The  viscera  are  then  to  be 
removed,  and  the  inside  wet  with  the  solution. 
Fish  may  be  prepared  in  the  same  way  by  clean- 
ing them,  removing  the  viscera,  and  packing 
them  in  barrels,  and  pickling  with  this  mixture. 
Fermented  liquids  are  said  to  be  much  less  likely 
to  become  sour  if  kept  in  vessels  that  have  been 
washed  on  the  inside  with  the  solution  just  de- 
scribed. 

FURNACE  SLAG. 

In  Belgium,  furnace  slag  is  now  utilized  b}'  al- 
lowing it  to  be  run  off  into  moulds  along  the  sides 
of  the  furnace,  in  which  it  assumes  the  form  of 
rectangular  blocks  of  any  desired  size.  When 
cold  the  mass  forms  a  compact,  homogeneous 
slag,  very  much  resembling  porphyry,  and  equal, 
for  building  and  engineering  purposes,  to  the 
best  natural  stone  that  can  be  procured  from  the 
quarry. 

APPLYING  PAINT  TO  PLASTER  CASTS. 
Porous  plaster  or  stone  may  be  rendered  com- 
pact, and  fitted  to  receive  paint  by  applying  a 
coating  of  a  solution  of  one  part  albumen  in  five 
of  acetic  acid.  The  result  is  a  fine,  firm,  adher- 
ent skin,  upon  which  the  paint  may  then  be  laid. 

PHYSICAL  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  SUN. 

The  results  of  the  observations  of  the  Ameri- 
can astronomers  upon  the  eclipse  of  August, 
1869,  do  not  entirely  bear  out  the  conclusions 
based  by  our  transatlantic  brethren  upon  that  of 
1868.    According  to  Professor  Pickering,  the 


coronal  light  seems  not  to  be  polarized,  and  con- 
sequently is  not  reflected  light  from  the  atmos- 
phere around  the  sun.  He  therefore  sujDposes 
it  may  be  a  permanent  solar  aurora.  As  to  the 
red  flames,- while  it  is  possible  that  they  consist 
principally  of  hydrogen,  yet  it  is  probable  that 
other  substances  are  present.  The  flame  is  main- 
tained to  be  not  in  a  state  of  combustion,  but  of 
incandescence. 

The  theory  of  the  solar  spots  does  not  seem  to 
have  been  materially  modified  by  the  American 
obseiTations — whether  they  are  caused  by  an  up- 
ward rush  of  gas  breaking  through  the  photo- 
sphere, or  are  the  luminous  envelope  of  the  sun, 
revealing  the  surface  beneath;  or  whether  the 
rush  is  downward  toAvard  the  surface  of  the  sun 
from  the  higher  atmosphere. 

In  regard  to  the  source  of  the  light  and  heat 
of  the  sun  there  has  been  an  infinite  number  of 
suggestions ;  but  many  among  the  most  accom- 
plished philosophers  are  of  the  opinion  that  the 
phenomena  can  only  be  explained  on  the  sup- 
position that  this  is  to  be  found  in  the  contin- 
ued impact  of  meteoric  matter  attracted  from  the 
surrounding  space  to  the  surface  of  the  luminary. 

QUICKSILVER  IN  BORNEO. 

A  very  rich  mine  of  quicksilver  has  recently 
been  discovered  in  Borneo,  being  nearly  pure 
sulphide  of  mercury,  and  yielding  from  70  to  80 
per  cent,  of  the  metal. 

IMITATING  DARK  WOODS. 

The  appearance  of  walnut  may  be  given  to 
white  woods  by  painting  or  sponging  them  with 
a  concentrated  warm  solution  of  permanganate 
of  potassa.  The  eflect  is  different  04i  different 
kinds  of  timber,  some  becoming  stained  very 
rapidly,  others  requiring  more  time  for  this  re- 
sult. The  permanganate  is  decomposed  by 
the  woody  fibre ;  brown  peroxyd  of  manganese 
is  precipitated,  which  is  afterward  removed  by 
washing  with  water.  The  wood,  when  dry,  may 
be  varnished,  and  will  be  found  to  resemble  very 
closely  the  naturally  dark  woods. 

C^VRBOLIC  ACID  AND  CHOLERA. 

A  Paris  journal  contains  a  letter  from  a  cor- 
respondent in  Nicaragua,  detailing  the  effect  of 
the  use  of  carbolic  acid  as  a  preventive  of  disease 
during  the  cholera  epidemic  in  that  country. 
The  superintendent  of  an  extensive  plantation, 
employing  several  hundred  persons,  took  the  pre- 
caution to  water  the  corridors  and  interior  of  the 
buildings  every  day  with  a  solution  of  the  acid, 
and  had  the  pleasure  of  finding,  as  the  result, 
that  not  a  single  member  of  his  establishment 
died  of  the  disease,  although  many  fatal  cases 
were  constantly  occurring  in  the  neighborhood. 
An  additional  advantage  was  the  disappearance 
of  intermittent  fever,  as  well  as  of  fleas,  bugs, 
and  other  vermin.  It  was  also  used  with  entire 
success  in  driving  away  ants,  which  are  so 
troublesome  as  neighbors  in  tropical  countries. 

PURIFICATION  OF  CAST  IRON. 

We  have  to  chronicle  another  method  for  the 
purification  of  cast  iron  previous  to  forging  or 
conversion  into  steel.  This  consists  in  running 
the  molten  metal  into  shallow  pans  of  five  or  six 
inches  in  depth,  lined  with  a  paste  composed  of 
nitrate  of  soda  and  soft  hematite  or  other  iron 


EDITOR'S  SCIENTIFIC  RECORD. 


471 


ore.  When  the  metal  is  poured  into  the  pans  a 
violent  action  takes  place,  and  a  large  proportion 
of  silica,  together  with  some  of  the  carbon,  phos- 
phorus, and  sulphur  of  the  iron  ore  are  carried 
off  in  the  slag ;  so  that  when  the  slabs  of  metal 
are  worked  in  the  puddling  furnace  the  opera- 
tions are  completed  much  more  rapidly  than 
with  ordinary  pig-metal,  and  the  result  is  the 
production  of  a  much  superior  quality  of  iron. 

SIZE  OF  METEORS. 

It  is  now  Avell  understood  that  visible  meteors 
consist  generally  of  small  bodies  circulating  in 
space  and  becoming  ignited  when  attracted  with- 
in the  limits  of  the  earth's  atmosphere.  It  may 
surprise  some,  however,  to  be  told  that,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  best  meteorologists,  the  greater 
number  of  these  bodies  are  so  minute  as  probably 
scarcely  to  exceed  a  single  ounce  in  weight,  and 
that  they  consequently  become  entirely  consumed 
before  they  can  reach  the  surface  of  the  earth,  the 
larger  ones  alone  resisting  the  wasting  process  of 
combustion. 

ALUMINUM  BRONZE. 

Workers  in  metal  do  not  seem  to  become 
weary  in  their  praises  of  the  virtues  of  alumi- 
num bronze,  especially  when  composed  of  ten 
per  cent,  of  aluminum  and  ninety  pev  cent,  of 
copper.  Its  color  resembles  eighteen-carat  gold, 
and  it  is  capable  of  receiving  a  polish  far  superi- 
or in  beauty  to  that  of  any  gilding.  This  ten 
per  cent,  bronze  may  be  forged  like  iron  or  steel, 
either  cold  or  hot,  and  becomes  very  compact 
under  the  action  of  the  hammer.  It  can  be 
rolled  into  sheets,  or  drawn  into  wire  or  tubes 
of  any  diameter.  Its  specific  gravity  is  about 
that  of  iron.  It  is  acted  upon  by  atmospheric 
influences  less  than  any  metal  or  alloy,  except 
gold,  platinum,  and  aluminum.  It  is  tougher 
than  iron,  very  stiff  and  elastic  ;  and,  in  short, 
possesses  a  vast  category  of  attributes  of  the 
highest  value. 

It  is  now  much  used  for  watch  movements,  as 
well  as  for  articles  for  the  table — such  as  spoons, 
forks,  cups,  etc. 

INTERNATIONAL  DISTRESS-FLAG. 
A  proposed  international  signal  of  distress, 
recommended  for  the  use  of  all  nations,  by  one 
of  the  Congresses  for  the  amelioration  of  the 
condition  of  the  sick  and  wounded  in  war  and 
battle,  is  to  consist  of  a  dark  yellow  flag,  bear- 
ing a  red  cross  in  the  centre. 

CONTROL  OF  INVOLUNTARY  MOVEMENTS  OF 
THE  BODY. 

Several  curious  facts  have  recently  been  pub- 
lished, based,  it  is  said,  on  good  authority,  in 
reference  to  the  power  possessed  by  some  indi- 
viduals of  controlling  the  action  of  the  heart  and 
lungs,  and  entering  at  will  into  a  state  of  cata- 
lepsy and  apparent  death  ;  remaining  in  that  con- 
dition for  a  length  of  time,  extending  to  days, 
weeks,  and  even  months  !  The  case  of  Colonel 
Townsend,  who  could  check  the  beating  of  his 
heart  and  pass  into  a  condition  of  rigid  cold- 
ness at  will,  is  well  known,  and  apparently  well 
authenticated.  Other  instances  are  met  with 
among  the  Fakirs  of  India,  respecting  whom 
many  accounts  are  on  record.  In  one  instance 
the  Fakir  was  buried  alive  for  six  weeks,  the  | 


tomb  being  kept  under  a  strict  guard,  and  at 
the  expiration  of  that  time,  restoratives  hav- 
ing been  applied  to  the  body,  the  vital  organs 
resumed  their  functions.  One  devotee  was  bur- 
ied alive  in  a  common  grave  under  three  or  four 
feet  of  earth,  disinterred  after  three  days,  and 
again  restored  to  his  usual  condition. 

GLYCERINE  A  SOLVENT  FOR  CARBOLIC  ACID. 

It  is  stated  that  carbolic  acid  for  medical  and 
therapeutical  purposes  should  be  first  dissolved 
in  glycerine,  in  the  proportion  of  one  part  to  six  ; 
it  can  then  be  diluted  to  any  degree  much  more 
readily  than  when  in  its  simple  state.  It  forms, 
in  its  combination,  a  carbolate  of  glycerine,  with- 
out having  any  of  its  properties  interfered  with  ; 
while  the  compound  has  certain  advantageous 
peculiarities  and  remedial  virtues  of  its  own. 

Among  the  applications  of  the  mixture  are  its 
use  for  a  gargle,  a  lotion,  an  injection,  a  disin- 
fectant, a  cure  for  the  toothache,  etc. 

In  many  cases  where  carbolic  acid  is  applied 
to  plants  for  the  destruction  of  parasitic  insects 
both  are  killed.  For  such  a  purpose  it  is  stated 
that  a  weak  solution  of  the  carbolate  will  insure 
the  destruction  of  the  latter  without  injury  to  the 
former. 

APOMECOMETER. 
An  instrument,  with  the  euphonious  name  of 
Apomecoineter,  has  recently  been  invented  for  the 
quick  and  tolerably  accurate  measurement  of 
heights.  It  is  somewhat  similar  in  its  arrange- 
ment to  the  sextant,  but  possessing  modifications 
peculiar  to  itself. 

USE  OF  SLATE  IN  RELIEF  ENGRAVING. 

Blocks  of  slate,  of  suitable  size,  are  recom- 
mended as  a  substitute  for  box-wood  for  engrav- 
ing in  relief.  It  is  claimed  that  while  these 
blocks  are  very  easily  cut,  they  will  furnish  a 
hundred  thousand  good  impressions  without  wear- 
ing. They  are  not  affected  by  oil  nor  water,  do 
not  vary  with  the  temperature,  and  never  become 
Avarped,  which  is  so  serious  a  fault  with  box-wood 
in  certain  instances. 

MENTAL  DIFFERENCE  IN  THE  SEXES. 

Elaborate  papers  have  recently  been  presented 
before  the  Anthropological  Society  of  London 
upon  the  peculiarities,  mental  and  moral,  occa- 
sioned by  difference  of  sex ;  and  on  the  real  dif- 
ference between  the  minds  of  men  and  women. 
We  commend  them  to  the  consideration  of  such 
of  our  readers  as  are  interested  in  the  questions 
involved. 

SNAKE-BITES  IN  INDIA. 

We  are  accustomed  to  hear  of  an  occasional 
death  from  the  bite  of  a  poisonous  serpent  in 
America,  but  we  can  scarcely  realize  the  scourge 
which  these  reptiles  constitute  in  India.  In  a 
single  district  in  that  country,  in  18(17,  no  less 
than  nine  hundred  and  eighty -four  persons  lost 
their  lives  in  this  way. 

SUCKER-LIMBED  BAT. 
Among  interesting  novelties  in  natural  his- 
tory is  the  discovery  of  a  species  of  bat  with 
sucker-like  disks  on  the  thumb  of  the  wing  and 
the  hind  toe,  by  means  of  which  it  can  attach  it- 
self fiiTnly  to  a  smooth  surface,  the  apparatus 
being  very  much  like  that  of  the  tree-frog. 
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THE  UNITED  STATES. 

OUR  Record  closes  on  the  30th  of  Decemher. 
The  second  session  of  the  Forty-first  Con- 
trress  w<i  s  assembled  on  the  Gth.  Sixty-one  Sen- 
iitors  and  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  Repre- 
sentatives were  present. 

THE   president's  MESSAGE. 

The  President's  Message  was  received  on  the 
first  day  of  the  session.  The  Message  called  at- 
tention to  the  full  restoration  of  seven  States  to 
their  places  in  the  Union.  The  eighth,  Georgia, 
while  complying  in  all  other  respects  M'ith  the 
requirements  of  Congress,  had,  in  violation  of 
its  own  constitution,  unseated  the  colored  mem- 
bers of  its  Legislature,  and  admitted  some  mem- 
bers who  are  disqualified  by  the  Fourteenth 
Amendment. — The  loss  of  our  commerce,  one 
cf  the  results  of  the  late  rebellion,  required  more 
attention  than  it  had  received. — One  evil  grow- 
ing out  of  the  rebellion — that  of  an  irredeemable 
currency — demanded  the  earnest  attention  of 
Congress.  A  medium  of  exchange  of  fixed,  un- 
varying value  should  be  secured.  This  implied 
a  return  to  a  specie  basis,  for  which  no  substi- 
tute could  be  devised.  "  It  should  be  com- 
menced now  and  reached  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment  consistent  with  a  fair  regard  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  debtor  class.  Immediate  resump- 
tion, if  practicable,  would  not  be  desirable.  It 
would  compel  the  debtor  class  to  pay  beyond 
their  contracts  the  premium  on  gold  at  the 
date  of  their  purchase,  and  would  bring  bank- 
ruptcy and  ruin  to  thousands." — The  gradual 
payment  of  the  public  debt  was  recommended. 
"With  a  less  burden  of  taxation  than  the  citizen 
has  endured  for  six  years  past"  the  entire  debt 
could  be  paid  in  ten  years ;  but  such  a  tax  was 
not  desirable.  The  burden  of  interest  ought  to 
be  reduced. — The  renewal  of  the  income  tax, 
but  at  a  reduced  rate,  was  suggested ;  the  tax 
to  expire  in  three  years. — Such  legislation  was 
recommended  as  Avould  place  the  office  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue  "upon  a 
footing  of  dignity  connnensurate  with  its  import- 
ance."— Sympathy  was  expressed  with  the  strug- 
gle of  the  Cubans  for  independence ;  but  the 
contest  Iiad  "at  no  time  assumed  the  conditions 
which  amount  to  a  war  in  the  sense  of  interna- 
tional law,  or  which  would  show  the  existence 
of  a  de  facto  political  organization  of  the  insur- 
gents sufficient  to  justify  a  recognition  of  bel- 
ligerency." Tlie  United  States  had  no  disposi- 
tion to  interfere  with  the  existing  relations  be- 
tween Spain  and  her  colonial  possessions  on  this 
continent,  believing  that  in  due  time  Spain  and 
other  European  powers  would  find  their  interest 
in  terminating  those  relations. — Attention  was 
called  to  the  project  of  an  interoceanic  canal 
across  the  Isthmus  of  Darien ;  authority  had 
been  asked  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  for 
a  survey  by  our  government. — Toward  the  close 
of  the  last  Administration  a  convention  had  been 
signed  at  London  for  the  settlement  of  all  out- 
standing claims  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States,  which  failed  to  receive  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  Senate.  "The  time  and  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  the  negotiation  of  that 
treaty  were  unfavorable  to  its  acceptance  by  the 


people  of  the  United  States,  and  its  provisions 
were  wholly  inadequate  for  the  settlement  of  the 
grave,  wrongs  that  had  been  sustained  by  this 
government  as  well  as  by  its  citizens.  The  in- 
juries resulting  to  the  United  States  by  reason 
of  tlie  course  adopted  by  Great  Britain  during 
our  late  civil  war  in  the  increased  rates  of  insur- 
ance, in  the  diminution  of  exports  and  imports 
and  other  obstructions  to  domestic  industry  and 
production,  in  its  effect  upon  the  foreign  com- 
merce of  the  country,  in  the  decrease  and  trans- 
fer to  Great  Britain  of  our  commercial  marine, 
in  the  prolongation  of  the  war  and  the  increased 
cost,  both  in  treasure  and  in  lives,  of  its  suppres- 
sion, could  not  be  adjusted  and  satisfied  as  ordi- 
nary commercial  claims  which  continually  arise 
between  commercial  nations." — The  question  of 
renewing  a  treaty  for  reciprocal  trade  between 
the  United  States  and  the  British  Provinces  on 
this  continent  had  not  been  favorably  considered 
by  the  Administration.  The  advantages  of  such 
a  treaty  would  be  wholly  in  fiivor  of  the  British 
producer. — Legislation  was  recommended  to  pro- 
tect the  rights  of  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
as  well  as  the  dignity  and  sovereignty  of  the  na- 
tion, against  monopolies  in  ocean  telegraphic 
cables,  especial  attention  being  called  to  the  con- 
cession granted  by  the  Emperor  of  the  French 
to  a  company  which,  organized  under  British 
laws,  had  laid  a  submarine  cable  between  the 
shores  of  France  and  America — a  concession 
which  excluded  the  capital  and  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  from  competition  upon  the 
shores  of  France. — Attention  was  called  to  claims 
for  the  protection  of  the  United  States  made  by 
citizens  of  other  countries  Avho  come  to  this  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  becoming  naturalized,  and 
who  then  return  home  and  pass  as  citizens  of 
either  country,  according  as  their  interests  and 
their  regard  for  personal  safety  dictate. — Invi- 
tations had  been  "  extended  to  the  cabinets  of 
London,  Paris,  Florence,  Berlin,  Brussels,  The 
Hague,  Copenhagen,  and  Stockholm  to  empower 
their  representatives  at  Washington  to  simulta- 
neously enter  into  negotiations  and  to  conclude 
with  the  United  States  conventions  identical  in 
form  making  uniform  regulations  as  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  parts  of  vessels  to  be  devoted  to 
the  use  of  emigrant  passengers,  as  to  the  quality 
and  quantity  of  food,  as  to  the  medical  treat- 
ment of  the  sick,  and  as  to  the  rules  to  be  ob- 
served during  the  voyage  in  order  to  secure  ven- 
tilation, to  promote  health,  to  prevent  intrusion, 
and  to  protect  the  females,  and  providing  for  the 
establishment  of  tribunals  in  the  several  coun- 
tries for  enforcing  such  regulations  by  summary 
process." — Legislation  was  advised  ''to  forever 
preclude  the  enslavement  of  the  Chinese  upon 
our  soil  under  the  name  of  coolies,  and  also  ])re- 
vent  American  vessels  from  engaging  in  the 
transportation  of  coolies  to  any  country  tolerating 
the  system." — The  mission  to  China  ought  to  be 
raised  to  one  of  the  first-class, — The  total  repeal 
of  the  Tenure-of-Ofiice  Acts  was  earnestly  rec- 
ommended.—The  policy  which  the  Administra- 
tion adopted  toward  the  Indians  had  been  in  ac- 
cordance with  that  adopted  the  Society  of 
Friends,  and  had  been  attended  with  satisfactory 
results.    The  management  of  a  few  Indian  res- 
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eiTations  had  been  given  to  members  of  this  so- 
ciety, and  the  burden  of  selection  of  agents  had 
been  thrown  upon  the  society  itself.  For  super- 
intendents and  agents  not  on  the  reservations, 
officers  of  the  army  had  been  selected,  because 
thus  there  was  secured  greater  economy  and  a 
better  prospect  of  peaceful  relations. — The  abo- 
lition of  the  franking  privilege  was  earnestly  rec- 
ommended.— Attention  was  called  to  the  inade- 
quate salaries  of  a  number  of  the  most  important 
officers  of  the  government,  the  justices  of  the 
Supreme  Court  being  especially  mentioned. 

THE  DEPARTMENT  REPORTS. 

Tlie  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury  reports  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  government,  for  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  30,  18G9,  to  be  $370,043,747  ;  and  the 
expenditures,  including  interest,  bounties,  etc., 
$321,490,597.  The  estimates  for  the  ensuing 
year  are  more  fiivorable  to  the  government,  and 
indicate  a  much  larger  decrease  of  the  public 
debt.  The  expense  of  the  clerical  force  of  the 
department  has  been  reduced  by  a  little  over  half 
a  million  of  dollars  per  annum.  The  decrease 
of  tlie  public  debt,  from  March  1  to  December  1, 
was  $71,903,524.  The  surplus,  arising  from 
the  excess  of  receipts  over  expenditures,  had 
been  applied  from  time  to  time  to  the  purchase 
of  Five-Twenty  bonds — the  purchase  amounting, 
November  30,  to  $75,476,800.  As  a  large  part 
of  the  surplus  was  realized  in  coin,  sales  of  gold 
had  been  made  and  the  proceeds  applied  to  the 
purchase  of  these  bonds.  A  portion  of  the  pur- 
chased bonds,  amounting  to  $28,044,800,  had 
been  designated  as  belonging  to  the  Sinking 
Fund,  as  contemplated  in  the  act  of  February 
25,  18G2;  the  rest  were  held  as  a  special  fund, 
subject  to  the  action  of  Congress.  The  Secre- 
tary recommends  that  these  latter  should  also  go 
to  the  Sinking  Fund.  The  Secretary  thinks  the 
resumption  of  specie  payments  impossible  until 
our  exports  are  substantially  equal  to  our  im- 
ports. "One  of  the  most  efficient  means  of 
strengthening  the  country  in  its  financial  rela- 
tions with  other  countries  is  the  development  of 

our  commercial  marine  If  the  entire  foreign 

trade  of  the  country,  both  of  exports  and  imports, 
were  carried  on  in  American  ships,  the  earnings 
would  not  be  less  than  $75,000,000  a  year.  At 
present  the  freights  of  the  foreign  trade  in  Amer- 
ican ships  do  not  exceed  $28,000,000."  The 
Secretary  thinks  that  it  is  unwise  to  resume 
specie  payments  while  from  $700,000,000  to 
$900,000,^0(X)  of  our  bonds  are  held  in  Europe, 
and  to  a  considerabte  extent  by  persons  who  will 
dispose  of  them  for  speculative  purposes  when- 
ever the  advance  shall  furnish  a  sufficient  in- 
ducement, or  whenever  political  or  financial  dis- 
turbances may  create  a  demand  for  money  for 
other  purposes. 

Mr.  Delano,  Commissioner  of  Internal  Reve- 
nue, reports  the  total  receipts  for  the  year  end- 
ing June  30,  18G9,  exclusive  of  the  direct  tax 
upon  lands  and  the  duty  upon  the  circulation 
and  deposits  of  national  banks,  as  amounting  to 
$100,039,344  29.  The  receipts  for  the  current 
year  are  estimated  at  $175,000,000. 

The  Comptroller  of  the  Currency  reports  the 
total  number  of  national  banks  organized  up  to 
October,  18G9,  as  1G94;  the  number  in  active 
operation,  1G20.  The  amount  of  notes  outstand- 
ing September  30  was  $299,789,055. 


The  Postmaster-General  reports  that  there  are 
in  the  United  States  27,10G  postmasters.  The 
money-order  system  has  proved  a  success,  the 
business  having  grown  from  $1,3G0,122,  in 
18G5,  to  $24,848,058,  in  18G9— the  profit  to 
the  department  in  the  latter  year  amounting  to 
$G5,553.  The  postal  revenues  for  the  year 
ending  June '30  amounted  to  $18,344,510,'^and 
the  expenditures  to  $23,698,131.  The  in- 
crease of  revenues  over  the  previous  year  was 
$2,051,909  ;  of  expenditures,  $967,538. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  announces  an 
increase  of  more  than  a  hundred  per  cent,  on 
last  year's  cash  receipts,  and  the  disposition,  by 
sale  and  pre-emption,  of  five  and  a  half  millions 
of  acres  of  land  ;  while  less  than  750,000  acres 
have  been  given  away  to  railroad  companies. 
The  amount  paid  to  pensioners  was  $28,422,884. 

The  Secretary  of  War  suggests  a  plan  of  mili- 
tary organization  by  which  the  army  would  be 
reduced  from  52,434  men  to  42,65.0. 

CONGRESS. 

On  the  first  day  of  the  session  Hon.  Lot  M. 
Morrill  took  the  prescribed  oaths  and  became 
Senator  from  Maine,  vice  the  Hon.  W.  P.  Fes- 
senden,  deceased.  The  credentials  of  the  Vir- 
ginia Senators — John  F.  Lewis  for  the  long, 
and  John  W.  Johnson  for  the  short  term — were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
The  resignation  of  Senator  Grimes,  of  Iowa,  Avas 
received,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  In 
the  House  the  following  new  members  were 
sworn  in :  S.  S.  Cox,  of  New  York ;  George 
Brooks,  of  Massachusetts ;  H.  C.  Burchard,  of 
Illinois ;  and  W.  H.  Barnum,  of  Connecticut. 
The  Alabama  delegation  was  sworn  in  on  the  7th. 

Among  the  bills,  resolutions,  and  other  busi- 
ness laid  before  Congress  were  the  following 
matters : 

In  the  Senate,  a  petition,  signed  by  30,000 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  Congress  to 
accord  belligerent  rights  to  Cuba,  and  to  rec- 
ognize her  independence ;  a  bill,  by  Senator 
Drake,  to  prevent  any  court  created  by  Con- 
gress to  pronounce  invalid  any  act  of  the  latter, 
and  to  preclude  the  appellate  jurisdiction  of  the 
Supreme  Court  from  confirming  any  such  judg- 
ment ;  a  bill,  by  Senator  Sumner,  abolishing  the 
appellate  jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court  in 
proceedings  commenced  by  tlie  writ  of  habcxia 
corpus  ;  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  reconstruction 
of  Georgia ;  a  resolution  to  remove  all  disabili- 
ties from  citizens  of  the  late  rebel  States  after 
the  ratification  of  the  Fifteenth  Amendment ;  a 
bill  to  amend  the  banking  law,  and  to  promote 
the  resumption  of  specie  payments  ;  a  bill  to  re- 
lieve members  of  ('ongress  from  importunity, 
and  to  preserve  the  independence  of  the  depart- 
ments of  the  government ;  a  resolution  of  in- 
quiry into  the  fluctuations  of  the  New  York  gold 
market,  Septem])er  21-26  ;  a  bill  to  punish  elec- 
tion frauds ;  a  bill  for  the  transfer  of  the  Phila- 
delphia Navy-yard  to  League  Island  ;  a  resohi- 
tian  of  inquiry  into  the  proi)riety  of  reducing  the 
expenses  of  the  obsequies  of  members  of  Con- 
gress ;  a  resolution  of  inquiry  into  the  conditions 
on  which  the  French  (so  called)  Atlantic  Cable 
Company  holds  the  concession  of  the  French 
government;  a  petition,  signed  by  72,000  citi- 
zens of  New  York,  praying  that  belligerent  rights 
and  the  recognition  of  independence  be  accorded 


474 


HAKPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


to  Cuba ;  a  bill  authorizing  the  additional  issue  of 
legal-tender  notes  to  the  amount  of  $44,000,000  ; 
a  resolution  to  prevent  the  departure  of  the  Span- 
ish gun-boat  fleet ;  a  bill  to  regulate  telegraphic 
communication  between  the  United  States  and  for- 
eign nations ;  a  bill  to  reform  the  Civil  Service. 

In  the  House,  a  bill  providing  for  the  taking 
of  the  Ninth  Census,  to  fix  the  number  of  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  and  to  provide  for  their  future 
apportionment  among  the  States ;  a  joint  resolu- 
tion declaring  Virginia  entitled  to  representation ; 
a  bill  to  repeal  the  Tenure-of-Office  Act ;  a  bill 
to  abolish  the  franking  privilege  ;  a  bill  to  repeal 
the  duty  on  coffee,  tea,  salt,  and  writing  and 
printing  paper;  a  bill  to  establish  a  uniform 
system  of  naturalization ;  a  bill  to  fund  the 
public  debt  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest ;  a  bill  to 
abolish  duties  on  coal ;  a  bill  providing  for  the 
construction  of  a  Niagara  ship  canal ;  a  resolu- 
tion (adopted  December  13)  against  renewing  a 
treaty  of  reciprocity  with  the  British  Provinces ; 
a  bill  to  tax  the  income  from  U.  S.  bonds  ;  a  res- 
olution of  inquiry  into  tlie  Avondale  mine  dis- 
aster ;  a  joint  resolution  (passed  by  both  Houses^ 
of  tribute  to  the  memory  of  George  Peabody. 

Only  a  few  of  these  measures  were  taken  up 
by  Congress.  The  most  important  of  these  were- 
Senators  Drake's  and  Trumbull's  judiciary  bills ; 
the  bill  for  the  reconstruction  of  Georgia — pro- 
viding for  the  convening  of  the  old  Legislature, 
excluding  sucli  members  as  are  ineligible  under 
the  Fourteenth  Amendment,  but  none  on  ac- 
count of  race  or  color,  and  empowering  the  Pres- 
ident to  enforce  the  act,  using  the  army  and  navy 
if  necessary ;  and  the  Ninth  Census  bill.  A  bill 
for  the  suppression  of  polygamy  in  Utah  was 
favorably  reported  back  to  the  Senate  by  the 
committee  to  which  it  had  been  referred.  The 
Georgia  bill  was  passed  by  both  Houses  and 
signed  by  the  President.  The  old  Legislature 
was  to  be  convened  January  10.  A  very  sig- 
nificant vote  was  taken  in  the  House,  Decem- 
ber IG,  giving  the  sense  of  that  body  as  to  re- 
pudiation. Mr.  INIungen  introduced  the  subject 
by  a  speech  in  favor  of  repudiation.  Mr.  Gar- 
field offered  a  resolution  that  any  proposition  to 
repudiate  any  portion  of  the  public  debt  "is  un- 
worthy the  honor  and  good  name  of  the  nation," 
etc.    The  resolution  was  adopted,  128  to  1. 

General  Garfield,  Chairman  of  the  Congres- 
sional Census  Committee,  thinks  that  the  taking 
of  the  next  census  can  be  completed  by  the  1st 
of  July,  1870.  If  so,  the  new  apportionment  for 
members  of  Congress  will  probably  be  made  in 
the  following  December,  to  take  effect  with  the 
incoming  of  the  Forty-second  Congress,  March 
4,  1871. 

Up  to  December  9,  ]869,  twenty-one  States 
had  ratified  the  Fifteenth  Amendment.  The 
ratification  by  Missouri  and  Kansas  was  defect- 
ive, the  second  section  being  omitted  by  the  for- 
mer and  modified  by  the  latter. 

Elections  were  held  in  Mississippi  and  Texas, 
November  30,  18G9.  In  the  former  State  Gen- 
eral Alcorn  (Republican)  was  elected  Governor 
by  a  large  majority ;  in  the  latter  the  majority 
for  Davis  (Republican)  is  reported  as  400,  ex- 
cluding Milan  and  Navarro  counties,  in  which 
new  elections  have  been  ordered. 

The  Spanish  gun-boats  detained  at  New  York 
were,  by  executive  order,  released  from  the  cus- 
tody of  the  United  States  authorities  December  10. 


A  treaty  has  been  made  between  the  United 
States  and  San  Domingo,  by  which  the  fonner 
takes  possession  of  the  bay  and  peninsula  of  Sam- 
ana  for  50  years  at  an  annual  rental  of  $150,000 
in  coin.  The  treaty  has  not  yet  been  ratified  by 
the  Senate. 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  ex-Secretary  of  War, 
died  December  24.  He  had  just  been  confirmed 
an  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

EUROPE. 

General  Prim  recently  stated  in  the  Spanish 
Cortes  that  since-  the  commencement  of  the  Cu- 
ban insurrection  fourteen  v.essels  of  war,  includ- 
ing two  iron-clads,  had  sailed  for  Cuba,  trans- 
porting nearly  40,000  troops. 

M.  Rochefort  has  been  quite  demonstrative  in 
the  French  Corps  Legislatif.  On  the  3d  he  de- 
manded that  the  National  Guard  be  ordered  to 
guard  the  hall  of  the  Chamber  in  future  for  the 
protection  of  the  members ;  on  the  10th  he 
moved  the  impeachment  of  M.  Forcade,  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior ;  this  motion  being 
followed  by  great  excitement,  in  the  midst  of 
which  the  Legislature  adjourned. — A  republic- 
an society  has  been  discovered  among  the  sol- 
diers of  the  Paris  garrison,  and  seventy-four  of 
the  members  have  been  arrested. — The  Journal 
Officid  of  December  28  announced  the  resigna- 
tion of  the  French  Ministry,  and  also  contained 
a  letter  from  the  Emperor  to  ]\I.  Emile  Ollivier, 
requesting  the  latter  to  organize  a  new  Cabinet 
.faithfully  representing  the  legislative  majority, 
and  resolved  to  apply,  in  letter  and  in  spirit,  the 
Senatus  Consultum  of  December  8. — The  new 
session  of  the  Corps  Legislatif  commenced  on 
the  28th.  M.  Schneider  was  elected  President. 
— The  trial  of  Traupmann  for  the  murder  of  the 
Kinck  family  was  oi)ened  in  Paris  on  the  28th. 

The  Oecumenical  Council  was  opened  at  Rome 
on  the  8th  by  Pope  Pius  IX.  His  HoUness,  at 
the  head  of  a  procession  of  700  bishops,  proceed- 
ed to  the  Council  Hall,  the  galleries  of  which 
were  filled  by  sovereigns,  princes,  and  members 
of  the  corps  diplomatique.  The  Pope,  in  his  al- 
locution to  the  bishops  on  the  9th,  remarked  that 
the  Church  was  stronger  than  Heaven  even,  and 
had  nothing  to  fear  from  "  false  human  science 
and  worldly  impiety."  The  Council  shortly  aft- 
er its  opening  was  adjoumed  until  after  Epiphany. 
The  Pope  has  issued  a  bull  regulating  the  meth- 
od of  procedure  in  the  business  of  the  Council. 
He  has  ordered  committees  to  be  appointed,  to 
whom  are  to  be  referred  all  business,  and  who 
are  to  report  resolutions.  A  cable  telegram 
from  Rome,  December  28,  reports  that  in  ques- 
tions thus  far  submitted  to  the  committees  no- 
thing has  been  said  on  the  subject  of  infallibility. 
— Cardinal  Pantini  died  in  Rome  on  the  18th. 

CANADA. 

During  the  month  of  November  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Rupert's  Land  and  the  Northwest  Terri- 
tory rose  in  insurrection  against  the  lawful  au- 
thorities instituted  by  the  Dominion  of  Canada. 
This  region  has  recently  been  transferred  to  the 
latter  power  by  the  Hudson  Bay  Company.  Gov- 
ernor M'Dougal  has  been  thus  far  unable  to  suc- 
cessfully oppose  the  rebellion.  The  rebel  Pro- 
visional Government  have  issued  a  Declaration 
of  Independence,  and  has  gained  possession  of 
Fort  Garry. 


THE  evidence  of  tradition,  in  these  modern 
days  of  progressive  civilization,  printing- 
presses,  public  schools,  libraries,  and  modes  of 
registration,  is  assumed  by  the  multitude  gener- 
ally to  be  weaker  than  written  and  printed  records 
of  facts  and  events.  We  are  apt  to  express  sur- 
prise, with  a  leaning  to  skepticism,  that  truth 
should  be  traced  to  primeval  periods  through 
such  a  dark  labyrinthian  passage  ;  and  yet  there 
are  more  thmgs  in  earth  than  are  recorded  by 
historians  or  dreamed  of  by  philosophers. 

Human  knowledge  would  be  scanty  confined 
to  and  derived  from  books  alone.  In  the  primi- 
tive sense  of  the  word,  we  derive  all  from  tradi- 
tion. The  Church  has  its  traditions  ;  the  State 
has  its  traditions,  as  England  has  its  Common  Law 
and  Constitution,  less  liable  to  change  and  alter- 
ation, perhaps,  than  one  fortified  with  letters. 
The  Stage  has  its  traditions,  not  found  in  its 
"  directions  to  the  players" — as  Peter,  in  "Romeo 
and  Juliet,"  catching  flies  ;  and  Hamlet  doffing 
his  beaver  at  sight  of  the  ghost — and  both  these 
practices  are  as  old  as  Shakspeare's  time. 

We  have  the  names  and  complete  succession 
of  the  Eoman  consuls  and  of  the  victors  at  the 
Olympic  games ;  while  the  city  of  New  York, 
begun  long  after  the  discovery  of  printing,  has 
not  a  perfect  list  of  its  schepens  and  aldermen. 
It  may  be  that  tradition  kicked  at  some  of  the 
latter  corporeity,  and  blotted  them  out  forever. 

Consider  how  few  may  be  the  links  in  the 
great  cable  which  connects  the  present  with  the 
past. 

For  illustration :  A  friend  of  the  Drawer  re- 
cently was  enjoying  the  company  and  conversa- 
tion of  the  social  and  learned  Gulian  C.  Ver- 
planck,  clarum  et  venerahile  nomen^  who  related 
to  him  the  following  traditionary  anecdotes : 

When  Voltaire  was  in  England,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  reign  of  George  I.,  he  was  entertained 
at  dinner  by  Tope,  the  poet.  Mrs.  Pope,  the 
mother  of  the  poet,  Nathaniel  Ilooke,  the  writer 
of  a  Koman  history,  and  other  company,  were 
present.  The  table-talk  of  Voltaire  was  so  in- 
decorous, even  in  those  days  of  license,  that  the 
mother  left  the  table  with  disgust  and  indigna- 
tion, and  Pope  ordered  Voltaire  out  of  the  room. 

This  story  was  told  by  Mr.  Ilooke,  who  was 
present,  to  the  grandfather  of  Mr.  Verplanck, 
who  told  it  to  the  gentleman  who  gives  it  to  the 
Drawer. 

Another  case,  related  by  Mr.  V.  at  the  same 
sitting,  and  carrying  us  farther  back  in  the  chain 
of  time,  with  the  same  few  number  of  joints : 
One  Englebert  HaflP  was  plowing  his  father's  field 
in  Old  England  when  he  heard  the  news  of  the 
decapitation  of  King  Charles  I.,  on  the  30th  Jan- 
uary, 1G49.  He  came  to  this  country,  was  in 
the  service  of  the  grandfather  of  Mr.  V.  and 
lived  to  a  great  age.  He  related  this  circum- 
stance to  the  grandfather,  who  related  it  to  his 
grandson,  who  told  it  to  the  same  friend  of  the 
Drawer.  Haff  became  a  member  of  the  Dutch 
Reformed  Church  at  Fishkill,  and  the  commun- 
ion service  of  plate  presented  to  the  church  in 
memory  of  Haff  is  inscribed  with  his  name. 


"  Lecturing  in  Pennsylvania,  the  other  day," 
writes  the  wittiest  of  American  poets,  "I  heard 


the  following  jfew  de  mot,  the  first  publishing  of 
which  I  give  to  the  Drawer 

"  '  I  beseech  of  thee  not  to  go  to  this  war,'  said 
a  Quaker  lady  to  her  son,  an  accomplished  phy- 
sician of  Beaver  County,  Pennsylvania. 

"  '  But  I  do  not  go  to  fight,  mother ;  I  am  go- 
ing as  a  medical  man ,  surely  there  is  no  harm 
in  that. ' 

"'Well,  well,'  replied  the  old  lady,  with  a 
beaming  look  of  love  and  loyalty  in  her  eye,  '  go, 
then,  if  it  must  be  so ;  but  if  thee  finds  that  thee 
kills  more  than  thee  cures,  I  advise  thee  to  go 
straightway  over  to  the  rebels!'  " 


There  are  in  every  community  men  who,  by 
means  indirect  and  underhanded,  manage  to  ac- 
cumulate wealth,  but  who  invariably  accumulate 
with  it  the  contempt  and  odium  of  the  commu- 
nity.   Such  a  man  was  Mr.  P  ,  Avho  long 

resided  in  Hoboken,  but  who  finally,  in  the 
course  of  nature,  yielded  to  the  Great  Destroyer. 
A  legal  gentleman,  famous  not  only  for  remark- 
able forensic  ability,  but  for  a  peculiar  power  of 
trenchant  satire,  was  speaking  of  the  defunct, 
and  what  a  blessing  it  was,  on  the  whole,  that 
he  had  gone.  Said  he,  "I  don't  pretend  to 
know  how  it  was  in  hell  when  this  man  died,  but 
in  Hohoken  I  know  there  was  great  rejoicing  /" 


Although  the  first  recorded  miracle  in  the 
New  Testament  was  the  converting  of  water  into 
wine  at  a  marriage  ceremony,  it  is  nevertheless 
not  always  safe  to  imbibe,  even  at  a  wedding, 
unless  you  know  something  of  the  vintage.  Mis- 
takes will  happen,  as  was  the  case  not  long  since 

with  the  Rev.  Dr.   ,  of  Newburyport,  who 

was  called  down  from  his  chamber  to  marry  a 
couple.  The  hour  was  late,  and  the  minister's 
wife,  who  had  retired  for  the  night,  did  not  rise 
to  witness  the  ceremony,  but  gave  her  husband 
particular  directions  for  the  entertainment  of  the 
wedding  guests.  "Don't  forget  to  pass  the  cake 
and  wine.  Doctor,"  said  she.  "The  cake  is  in 
the  corner  cupboard,  and  you'll  find  the  wine  on 
the  third  right-hand  shelf  in  the  side-board." 

The  Doctor  promised  obedience,  and,  putting 
on  his  garments,  went  down  to  perform  the  cer- 
emony. W^hen  he  returned  to  his  chamber,  half 
an  hour  later,  he  found  his  wife  sitting  up  in  bed, 
with  an  anxious  expression  on  her  face. 

"  Doctor,"  she  cried,  "  did  you  give  them  any 
wine?" 

"Certainly,  my  dear,  just  as  you  told  me." 

"Not  from  the  decanter  on  the  third  shelf  of 
the  side-board?" 

"That  is  exactly  where  you  directed  me  to 
find  it,  wife." 

"Dear!  dear!    Did  they  drink  much  of  it?" 

"Why,  yes,  they  emptied  their  glasses." 

"What  shall  we  do  ! — Doctor,  I  made  a  mis- 
take— it  was  ipecac  wine  you  gave  them.  Oh, 
how  sick  they  must  be !  Do,  dear,  put  on  your 
cloak  and  go  right  after  them — they  can't  have 
got  far." 

The  minister  found  his  bridal  party  at  the  cor- 
ner of  the  next  street.  "  What  made  you  drink 
the  wine?"  he  asked.  "Couldn't  you  tell  by 
the  taste  that  there  was  something  wrong  about 
it  ?" 
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The  bridegroom  ans\yered,  between  his  qualms, 
' '  She  whispered  to  me  that  it  tasted  dretful  queer, 
but  I  told  her  'twas  because  we  was  gettin^  mar- 
ried T 


Odr  experience  iims  in  this  direction :  When 
a  woman  sends  to  the  village  grocery  for  any  par- 
ticular thing  she  wants  that  p.  t.,  and  nothing 
else.  If  she  sends  for  tea  she  wants  not  turkey  ; 
if  for  gin,  certainly  not  for  ginger.  To  make  it 
clearer :  A  lady  in  one  of  the  villages  of  Balti- 
more County,  ^laryland,  sent  to  her  grocer  an 
order  for  a  certain  article,  which  order  (the  orig- 
inal is  before  us)  reads  as  follows,  verbatim : 

Mr.  Tuttle — this  here  thing  has  got  two  much  hemp 
in  it  for  mulasses  aud  not  quite  enough  for  a  cloes 
liue,  so  I  beg  you  will  exchange  it  for  a  purer  article 
and  plase  send  me  a  bar  of  soap  5  cts  hairpins  5  cts 
pins  aud  the  bill  Your  oblidged 

Susan  Finnekty. 


From  Barkerville,  British  Columbia,  where 
the  Drawer  seems  to  be  a  public  comfort,  we 
have  the  two  following  items,  showing  the  de- 
gree of  intelligence  possessed  by  the  average 
Chinaman  who  migrates  thither  from  the  Flowery 
Kingdom : 

"In  the  claim  where  I  am  at  present  work- 
ing," writes  our  correspondent,  "are  a  number 
of  Chinamen,  who  are  employed  as  '  carmen,' 
and  are  equally  divided  into  two  'shifts,'  one  for 
the  day,  one  for  the  night.  Among  those  on  the 
day  shift  is  one  whom  we  call  '  Old  Lock,'  who 
prides  himself  on  being  well  posted,  or,  to  use 
his  own  words,  '  heap  sabee. '  Getting  into  con- 
versation with  him  one  day,  I  spoke  about  the 
great  men  of  his  country,  and  among  them  men- 
tioned Confucius,  asking  him  if  he  knew  any 
thing  of  him.  Unwilling  to  admit  his  ignorance, 
lie  replied,  'Oh  yes,  me  know  him  heap;  me 
thinkee  him  run  car  on  night  shift ! ' " 


Another  :  "On  Good-Friday  last  a  Chinaman 
who  keeps  a  wash-house  in  Barkerville,  noticing 
that  the  banks  and  shops  Avere  closed  during  the 
day,  and  desiring,  as  a  new-comer,  to  post  him- 
self on  British  laws  and  obseiwances,  entered  the 
shop  of  his  next-door  neighbor,  a  worthy  son  of 
St.  Crispin,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  informa- 
tion as  to  why  the  day  was  so  kept.  The  shoe- 
maker, being  of  a  religious  turn  of  mind,  grasped 
the  opportunity  to  throw  light  on  the  benighted 
intellect  of  the  Celestial,  and  entered  into  a  de- 
tailed account  of  the  crucifixion.  After  finish- 
ing the  recital,  he  aske<l  Jolni  what  he  thought 
of  the  wicked  manner  of  the  execution.  John, 
who  had  been  somewhat  interested,  and  not  a 
little  excited,  during  the  narrative,  burst  out  with 
the  exclamation,  'Bah!  too  much  foolee! — why 
no  shootee  " 


Deacons  are  good  men.  We  have  known 
deacons  who  got  along  as  well  with  their  wives, 
in  the  journey  of  life,  as  brokers  or  bankers — 
almost  as  comfortably  as  insurance  men  or  pub- 
lishers.   Now  Deacon  C  ,  of  H  ,  was  a 

good  man,  but  he  had  his  peculiarities.  The 
last  sickness  of  his  wife  was  somewhat  prolonged, 
and  at  times  her  attacks  were  so  violent  that  the 
attendants  thought  each  would  be  her  last.  The 
deacon,  upon  the  recurrence  of  these  attacks,  was 
always  called  from  his  work ;  but  after  a  few  of 
them,  he  always  assured  her  and  those  about  her 


she  was  in  no  danger  of  dying.  One  day  the 
deacon  was  busily  at  work  when  he  was  noti- 
fied that  his  wife  was  worse,  and  was  dying. 
"  Oh  no,  she  ain't ;  she'll  come  out  all  right — no 
trouble,"  he  said.  But  the  attendants  insisted 
upon  it  that  he  should  go  in,  and  that  his  wife 
would  not  live  more  than  a  few  minutes.  So  the 
deacon  laid  down  the  tools  with  which  he  was  at 
work,  and  went  to  the  room  occupied  by  his  wife 
and  to  her  bedside.  After  looking  at  her  for  a 
few  minutes,  he  turned  to  those  present  and  ex- 
claimed :  "  Well^  there ;  this  looks  more  like  it !" 
And  so  it  proved — the  deacon  was  never  called 
again. 


We  have  received  from  a  correspondent  at 
Phenix,  Rhode  Island,  a  copy  of  a  poem  of  fifty 
lines,  a  few  copies  of  which  were  printed  for 
private  circulation,  composed  by  James  W.  Gor- 
ton on  the  death  of  his  sister,  Sally  Green,  wife 
of  Varnum  Green,  who  died  July  2\ ,  185G.  We 
haven't  room  for  the  whole  fifty,  but  segregate 
eight  stanzas  as  a  specimen.  Here  and  there  a 
sliglit  irregularity  in  the  measure  may  be  detect- 
ed, but  not  enough  to  smash  the  "  idee"  the  author 
seeks  to  convey : 

Since  it  was  God's  holy  will  my  sister  from  this  earth 
to  take, 

I  thought  that  I  these  lines  would  fill  as  she  no  lines 

herself  can  make ; 
When  I  was  parted  from  my  friend  it  was  a  weeping 

And  now  through  life's  uneven  walk  may  God  direct 
my  way  I 

'Twas  July  last,  the  twentj^-flrst,  that  Sally  ceased  to 
be, 

A  lonesome  day  I  thought  it  was,  a  lonesome  day  to 
me ; 

When  I  was  only  teu  years  old  with  her  I  went  to 
live, 

Aud  nearly  20  years  had  rolled  when  death  did  shake 
his  sieve. 

She  sought  for  aid,  aud  sought  iu  vain, 
Physicians  could  not  cure  her  pain ; 
Her  pains  were  those  that  can't  be  cured, 
Xo  ojfice  had  her  life  insured. 

The  little  fam'ly  of  three  that  used  to  dine  around  one 
board, 

Now  separated  we  must  be,  as  long  as  we  our  treasures 
hoard ; 

'Twas  Sally  of  the  three  that's  called  from  cares  away, 
The  fireside  circle  she  did  leave,  her  friends  she  left  at 
bay. 

My  sister  labored  here  through  pain, 
Iu  hopes  a  future  rest  to  gain. 
To  Jesus  Christ  her  thoughts  aspired; 
Soon  breathed  her  last  and  then  retired. 

My  sister  of  the  number  eight 
Was  called  to  leave  this  earthly  state, 
And  now  the  pangs  of  death  are  o'er, 
She  rests  from  labors  evermore. 

When  Elder  Lock  was  called  to  stand  between  the 

living  and  the  dead, 
He  kindly  asked  the  Lord  to  aid  and  set  home  the  truths 

he  said ; 

As  you'll  no  more  your  friend  behold  until  the  judg- 
ment-day, 

Now  trust  iu  God,  he  kindly  said,  now  trust  and  not 
delay. 

Varnum,  now  you  are  left  on  earth  to  mourn  the  loss 

of  her  that  once  you  loved, 
Alas !  your  bosom-friend  from  you  was  torn,  'twas 

wisely  ordered  from  above. 
Then  Elder  Lock  to  you  did  say,  the  text  to  you  that 

Sally  read 

Would  be  the  last  she'd  read  to  you,  she'd  read  no 
more  because  slie''s  dead. 


In  a  general  way  it  may  be  said  that  there  is 
not  much  piirth  in  a  potato  ;  nor  has  it,  so  far  as 
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the  Drawer  has  knowledge,  been  made  the  sub- 
ject of  verse  excepting  by  Alexander  Tait,  the 
mad  poet  of  Tarbolton,  whose  admiration  of  that 
esculent  prompted  the  following  rhythmic  state- 
ment of  facts : 

"Potatoes  I  thy  name  I'll  no  smother, 
I'll  make  thee  to  ring  like  a  bell; 
Thou  fed  my  father  and  milher, 
And  I  live  upon  thee  mysel'. 

*'  I  get  taties  to  breakfast,  wi'  butter, 
At  dinner  I  eat  them  wi'  sap ; 
I  get  taties  wi'  sybos  to  supper, 
At  night  theu  I  sleep  like  a  tap." 

A  Danstille,  New  York,  friend  sends  the 
following,  which  seems  to  specially  commend  it- 
self to  our  brethren  the  doctors  : 

The  friends  of  an  old  lady  who  died  recently 
in  this  vicinity,  wishing  to  send  the  remains  to  a 
distant  town,  to  be  interred  by  the  side  of  her 
husband,  and  having  been  informed  that  the  rail- 
road authorities  sometimes  objected  to  carry  dead 
bodies  unless  assured  that  there  was  no  danger 
of  infection,  requested  a  certain  influential  indi- 
vidual of  the  neighborhood  to  write  a  certificate 
setting  forth  the  cause  of  her  death.  He  com- 
plied, as  follows : 

"This  is  to  certify  that  we,  the  subscribers,  were 

acquainted  with  the  deceased,  ,  and  that 

she  came  to  her  death  from  no  particular  disease,  hnt 
having  had  some  time  ago  an  attack  of  numb  palsy, 
she  gradually  run  down,  and  died  at  last,  loitliout  the 
necessity  of  a  physician !"   Signed,  etc.,  etc 


The  romance  of  the  runaway  darkey  was  quite 
played  out  after  the  peoples  of  the  North  and 
(South  had  pecked  their  flints  for  the  final  shot. 
Once  in  a  while,  however,  there  comes  a  remi- 
niscence which  shows  Sambo's  native  humor, 
and  how  irresistible  was  his  hankering  for  the 
"boon  of  freedom."  Before  the  war  there  came 
into  the  bar-room  of  a  hotel  in  Canada,  near  the 
frontier,  a  bright-looking  negro,  who  was  thus 
addressed  by  one  of  the  eminent  persons  usually 
found  in  such  resorts  : 

"  I  s'pose  you're  a  runaway  slave,"  said  one, 
looking  sharply  at  the  new-comer. 

Feeling  that  he  Avas  pretty  well  away  from 
bondage,  the  darkey  responded  that  he  was. 

"  Ah,  indeed  ;  well,  we're  glad  of  it ;  but  you 
don't  seem  to  look  very  poor — have  good  clothes 
down  South  ?" 

"Certainly,"  said  the  darkey,  with  some  pride. 
"Same  clothes  as  my  master." 

"But  you  got  many  a  good  thrashing,  eh  ?" 

"Never  had  a  whipping  in  my  life." 

"  Never  thrashed !"  said  another ;  "  well,  but 
vou  niggers  don't  always  get  enough  to  eat,  do 

you?" 

"Always  had  enough,  gemmen;  never  went 
hungry." 

"What!"  said  the  interrogator,  "good 
clothes,  no  punishment,  plenty  to  eat.  Now," 
said  Jie,  turning  to  the  group,  "  only  think  of  it ! 
— this  fellow  has  left  a  position  Avhere  he  enjoys 
all  these  privileges  for  an  uncertainty." 

"  Gemmen,"  said  the  darkey,  "all  I'se  got  to 
say  respectin'  dem  privileges  is,  dat  if  any  wants 
to  avail  hisse'f  of  'em,  de  situation  mn  still  open 

In  J\Ir. .  P.  T.  Barnum's  recently  published 
"Struggles  and  Triumphs;  or,  Forty  Years' 
Recollections,"  he  mentions  having  been  in  Wash- 
ington in  the  year  I8G2,  with  Commodore  Nutt. 


President  Lincoln  sent  Mr.  Barnum  an  invitation 
to  visit  the  White  House,  and  bring  his  short 
friend.  The  Cabinet  happened  to  be  there,  and 
the  President  introduced  the  little  mariner  to 
them.  When  Mr.  Chase  was  introduced,  as 
Secretary,  of  the  Treasury,  the  Commodore  re- 
marked : 

"I  suppose  you  are  the  gentleman  who  is 
spending  so  much  of  Uncle  Sam's  money?" 

"  No,  indeed,"  said  Secretary  Stanton,  prompt- 
ly;  "I  am  spending  it. " 

"Well,"  said  the  Commodore,  "  it  is  in  a  good 
cause,  and  I  guess  it  will  come  out  all  right.'' 

Which  made  the  Cabinet  to  smile. 

Mr.  Lincoln  then  bent  down  his  long,  lank 
body,  and  taking  Nutt  by  the  hand,  said  : 

"Commodore,  permit  me  to  give  you  a  part- 
ing word  of  advice.  When  you  are  in  command 
of  your  fleet,  if  you  find  yourself  in  danger  of  be- 
ing taken  prisoner,  /  advise  you  to  ivade  ashore 

The  Commodore,  placing  liimself  at  the  side 
of  the  President,  and  gradually  raising  his  eyes 
up  the  whole  length  of  Mr.  Lincoln's  very  long 
legs,  replied:  ''^  I  puess,  Hfr.  President,  you 
could  do  that  better  than  I  coidd  T 


PvIr.  Barnum  also  gives  a  little  specimen  of 
punning  between  himself  and  his  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Dr.  E.  II.  Chapin.  One  day,  dining  together, 
Mr.  B.  was  carving  a  chicken,  which  I\Ir.  C. 
pronounced  a  "hen-ous  offense." 

"Having  some  difficulty  with  a  tough  wing," 
said  INIr.  B.,  "I  exclaimed,  '  How  shall  I  get  the 
thing  off,  any  how  ?' 

' ' '  Pullet, '  gravely  answered  the  Doctor. 

"  '  Eggsactly,'  said  I. 

' '  Then  began  what  the  Doctor  called  a  '  battle 
of  the  spurs' — I  trying  to  '  crow'  over  the  Doctor, 
and  he  endeavoring  to  upset  my  '  cackleations ; ' 
urging  me  meanwhile  to  'scratch  away,'  until  I 
at  last  told  him  if  he  made  another  pun  on  that 
'  lay'  he  would  knock  me  off  the  roost. 

"  '  Oh,  then,'  said  the  Doctor,  finally  feather- 
ing his  nest,  '  Sha'n't  I  clear  ?' " 


An  equally  fowl  pun  of  the  Doctor's  was  per- 
petrated in  cold  blood,  or  rather  very  cold  water, 
down  at  Rockport,  Massachusetts,  where  many 
clergymen  went  for  sea-bathing.  One  season  the 
Doctor  arrived  a  fortnight  behind  the  rest,  and 
when  they  went  down  bathing  together  the  ac- 
climated visitors  pronounced  the  water  to  be 
"delightful,"  "just  right,"  and  so  on. 

"But  isn't  it  cold  ?"  asked  Dr.  Chapin. 

"Oh  no,"  replied  Starr  King;  "you  have 
only  to  go  down  and  up  twice,  and  you  are  warm 
enough." 

"Ah,  I  see  how  it  is,"  said  the  Doctor,  who 
tried  the  experiment,  and  came  up  half  frozen. 
"  You  are  wanii  after  down  and  up  twice.  Why, 
that's  a  pair  o'  ducks 


The  last  instance  of  "paying  in  kind"  that 

comes  to  the  Drawer  is  related  by  Dr.  L  , 

who  was  called  to  the  bedside  of  a  young  man, 
quite  ill,  but  Avho,  by  following  the  doctor's  di- 
rections and  good  nursing,  recovered.  Calling 
upon  the  good  physician  to  thank  him  for  his 
kindness,  he  exjjressed  regret  that  his  extreme 
poverty  prevented  any  remuneration  other  than 
simple  gratitude,  " unles.s,"  continued  he,  "you 
will  take  payment  in  my  way." 
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"  What  is  your  way  ?" 

"  I  am  a  musician  by  profession  ;  I  teach  the 
flute,  and  would  like  to  give  you  some  lessons. " 

"Ah!  you  are  a  flute-player;  have  you  got 
your  flute  with  you?" 

The  young  man  drew  the  instrument  from  his 
pocket. 

"Sit  down,  young  man,"  said  the  Doctor, 
pointing  to  a  chair,  "and  blow  it  outT^ 

The  young  man  sat  himself  down  and  essayed 
a  toot ;  but  whether  he  blew  out  the  total  amount 
of  the  bill  at  that  sitting,  or  whether  he  became 
short  of  wind,  our  informant  saith  not.  But  his 
disposition  was  laudable. 


Speaking  of  epitaphs,  here  is  one  written  in 
1626,  which  we  find  in  the  London  "Notes  and 
Queries,"  of  November  27,  1869.  The  gentle- 
man furnishing  it  asks,  "Can  any  reader  kindly 
inform  me  of  the  name  of  the  author,  and  in 
what  collection  of  poems  it  is  to  be  found  ?" 

"Birth  is  a  pain;  life,  labor,  care,  toil,  thrall: 
In  old  age  stiength  fails;  lastly,  death  ends  all. 
Whilst  long  life  lasts,  let  virtuous  deeds  be  shown: 
Fruits  of  such  trees  are  hardly  thereby  seen  or 
known 

To  have  reward  with  lasting  joys  for  ay, 
When  vicious  actions  fall  to  ends  decay. 
Of  wealth  o'erplus,  land,  money,  stock,  or  store, 
In  life  that  will  relieve  aged,  needy  poor. 
Good  deeds  defer  not  till  the  funeral  rites  be  past ; 
lu  lifetime  what's  done  is  made  more  firm,  sure, 
and  fast; 

So  ever  after  it  shall  be  known  and  seen 
That  leaf  and  fruit  shall  ever  spring  fresh  and 
green." 


This  from  Annapolis,  where  it  appears  in  one 
of  the  papers  published  in  that  ancient  city : 

"The  ladies  of  our  city  held  a  meeting  on 
Wednesday,  the  object  being  to  raise  money  to 
replenish  our  dilapidated  grave-yard,  where  rest 
the  bones  and  ashes  of  our  departed  dead.  God 
bless  the  ladies,  they  are  foremost  in  every  thing 
that  tends  to  good!" 


Passing  over  the  Orange  and  Alexandria 
Railroad,  a  short  time  since,  as  the  mail  was 
thrown  ofl"  at  one  of  the  stations  it  was  picked 
up  by  a  negro  boy  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  old, 
who  took  it  on  his  shoulder  and  started  for  the 
post-office.  After  proceeding  a  short  distance 
he  was  met  by  a  gentleman  followed  by  a  dog. 
As  the  dog  passed  the  darkey  gave  him  a  kick, 
which  the  gentleman  resented  by  seizing  him  by 
the  coat-collar  and  giving  him  a  thorough  shak- 
ing. As  soon  as  the  boy  recovered  from  this 
process  he  turned  upon  the  agitator  and  said, 
"  Look-a-heah,  massa,  you'd  better  be  keerful 
how  you  shakes  dis  chile,  cos  when  you  shakes 
me  you  shakes  de  whole  United  States — /  carries 
de  inaiir' 


A  RECENT  writer  in  the  London  Saturday 
Review,  in  an  article  on  "  Packing  Up,"  says, 
among  other  things,  ' '  We  once  knew  a  somewhat 
eccentric  fellow,  eccentric,  however,  on  this  point 
alone,  who  piqued  himself  on  starting  for  his 
summer  tour  simply  '  as  he  stood. '  With  a  hat 
and  an  umbrella  he  would  have  cheerfully  started 
for  the  Caucasus  or  Nova  Zembla,  if  his  whim 
took  him  there.  He  certainly  did  start  with  this 
somewhat  meagre  outfit  for  Moscow  and  the  Ca- 
labrias." 

Not  unlike  this  eccentric  traveler  was  the  late 


Hon.  Mike  Walsh,  poor  fellow !  who  used  to 
start  for  Washington  with  a  single  clean  shirt- 
collar  in  his  hat,  which  made  up  his  entire  change 
of  linen.  On  reaching  Willard's  the  porter  asked, 
"  Shall  I  carry  your  luggage  to  your  room.  Sir?" 
To  which  the  Hon.  Michael,  gracefully  remov- 
ing his  hat,  exhibited  that  solitary  collar  to  the 
darkey's  bewildered  gaze,  and  politely  replied, 
"Thank  you,  I  can  carry  it  myself!" 

On  another  occasion,  arriving  at  Jersey  City 
from  Washington,  after  going  on  board  the' ferry- 
boat, some  one  inquired  of  Mike,  "Is  your  bag- 
gage aboard  ?" 

"Yes." 

"  TF//ere  is  it?" 

"Well,  here  I  stand — in  the  centre  of  it 
which  was  an  accurate  statement  of  fact. 


There  is  not,  probably,  in  the  land  a  human 
being  who  has  reached  the  mature  age  of  sixteen 
who  has  not  heard  the  proverb,  "The  Gray  IVLnre 
is  the  Better  Horse;"  and  it  is  equally  probable 
that  not  one  in  ten  thousand,  if  one  in  a  hundred 
thousand,  knows  its  origin.  The  Drawer  having 
read  up  on  the  gray  mare  question  will  proceed 
to  enlighten  its  readers  :  A  gentleman  of  a  cer- 
tain county  in  England  having  married  a  young 
lady  of  beauty  and  fortune,  found,  not  long  after 
marriage,  that  she  was  of  a  high  temper  and  al- 
ways contending  to  be  mistress  of  him  and  his 
family.  Having  determined  to  part  from  her, 
he  waited  upon  her  father,  explained  how  mat- 
ters stood,  and  agreed,  if  he  would  take  her 
home  again,  that  ho  would  return  every  penny. 
The  old  gentleman  asked  him  why  he  should  be 
more  disquieted  at  it  than  any  other  mamed  man, 
since  it  was  the  common  case  with  them  all.  The 
young  man  dissented.  "Son,"  said  the  father, 
"you  are  but  little  acquainted  with  the  world  if 
you  do  not  know  that  all  women  govern  their 
husbands,  though  not  by  the  same  method  ;  how- 
ever, to  end  all  disputes  between  us,  I  will  put 
what  I  have  said  upon  this  proof,  if  you  are  will- 
ing to  tr}'^  it.  I  have  five  horses  in  my  stable ; 
you  shall  harness  these  to  a  cart,  in  Avhich  I 
shall  place  a  basket  containing  a  hundred  eggs ; 
and  if,  in  passing  through  the  county,  and  mak- 
ing a  strict  inquiry  into  the  truth  or  falsehood  of 
my  assertion,  and  leaving  a  horse  at  the  house 
of  every  man  who  is  master  of  his  family  him- 
self, and  one  egg  only  where  the  wife  governs, 
you  shall  find  your  eggs  gone  before  your  horses, 
i  hope  that  you  will  then  think  your  own  case  not 
uncommon,  but  will  be  contented  to  go  home  and 
look  upon  your  own  wife  as  no  worse  than  her 
neighbors.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  your  horses 
are  gone  first,  I  will  take  my  daughter  home 
again  and  you  shall  keep  her  fortune."  The 
proposal  was  accepted,  and  our  young  married 
friend  set  out  with  great  eagerness  to  get  rid,  as 
he  thought,  of  horses  and  wife.  At  the  first 
house  he  came  to  a  woman  with  a  shrill,  angry 
;  voice  told  her  husband  to  go  to  the  door.  Of 
;  course,  without  further  inquiry,  he  here  left  an 
1  egg.  And  so  on,  at  a  great  number  of  houses, 
;  until  his  eggs  were  almost  gone,  when  he  arrived 
.  at  the  seat  of  a  gentleman  of  position  in  the 
I  county.  He  knocked  at  the  door ;  the  master 
!  was  not  stirring ;  but  the  servant  asked  him  to 
■  walk  into  the  parlor,  where  his  lady  was.  The 
lady  politely  asked  him  to  be  seated,  and  if  his 
5  business  was  urgent  she  would  wake  her  husband. 
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but  had  much  rather  not  disturb  him.  "Why, 
really,  Madam,"  said  he,  "my  business  is  only 
to  ask  a  question  which  you  can  resolve  as  well 
as  he,  if  you  will  be  ingenuous  with  me ;  you 
may  think  it  odd  and  impolite  for  a  stranger  to 
ask  such  a  question ;  but  a  very  considerable 
wager  depends  upon  it.  It  is,  Madam,  my  de- 
sire to  be  informed  whether  you  govern  your  hus- 
band, or  he  rules  over  you."  "Indeed,  Sir," 
replied  she,  "this  question  is  somewhat  odd; 
but  as  I  think  no  one  ought  to  be  ashamed  of 
doing  their  duty,  I  shall  make  no  scruple  to  say 
that  I  am  always  proud  to  obey  my  husband  in 
all  things ;  but  if  a  woman's  own  word  is  to  be 
suspected  in  such  a  case  let  him  answer  for  me, 
for  here  he  comes."  The  gentleman  entering, 
and  after  being  made  acquainted  with  the  busi- 
ness, confirmed  all  his  obedient  wife  had  report- 
ed in  her  own  fovor,  upon  which  he  was  request- 
ed to  choose  which  horse  in  the  team  he  liked 
best,  and  to  accept  of  it  as  a  favor.  A  black 
gelding  struck  the  fancy  of  the  gentleman  most, 
but  the  lady  desired  he  would  choose  the  gray 
mare,  which  she  thought  would  be  very  fit  for 
her  side-saddle ;  her  husband  gave  substantial 
reasons  why  the  black  horse  would  be  best,  but 
madam  persisted  for  the  gray  mare.  "What," 
said  she,  "and  will  you  not  take  her  then ?  But 
I  say  you  shall,  for  I  am  sure  the  gray  mare  is 
much  the  better  horse."  "Well,  my  dear,"  re- 
plied the  husband,  "if  it  must  be  so — "  "  You 
must  take  an  egg, "replied  the  gentleman  carter  ; 
"and  I  must  take  all  my  horses  back  again,  and 
endeavor  to  live  happy  with  my  wife." 


It  is  some  time  since  the  Drawer  has  had  a 
heart-touching  love-letter,  such  as  the  following, 
sent  to  us  by  a  lover  of  the  beautiful  in  Buffalo  : 

Buffalo  4  Ma;^  1869 
(Derebt  Caroline) 
I  am  taken  the  chaus  in  the  mitle  of  the  day  to  wright 
thees  few  lius  to  you,  Dearest  I  want  to  see  you  as 
bad  as  I  waud  my  suber  this  evening  you  may  baliaf 
me  allso  I  am  very  sary  that  I  canu  not  came  before 
next  Sunday  because  I  have  bein  tackin  medicin  ever 
sins  hist  mondy  Dearest  Caroline  you  petter  bahief 
that  it  is  very  hard  fare  me  to  liave  with  out  see  your 
Dearest  so  I  ask  you  to  vergive  mee,  you  must  exgus 
the  poor  wrightiug  it  was  ton  in  bissy  time 
the  only  true  to  you  Peter  Houok. 


While  the  Hon.  J.  D.  Baldwin,  M.  C.  from 
Massachusetts,  was  in  Congress  with  the  Hon. 
S.  !S.  Cox,  then  of  Ohio,  and  when  there  hap- 
pened to  be  a  "call  of  the  House,"  Mr.  Cox 
moved,  to  save  time  in  waiting  for  absentees, 
that  Mr.  Baldwin  be  allowed  unanimous  consent 
to  speak  an  hour  on  any  subject  agreeable  to 
himself.  Mr.  Baldwin  is  a  learned  man,  author 
of  "  Pre-Historic  Nations,"  published  by  Harper 
and  Brothers.  He  is,  moreover,  very  tall  and 
huge  in  bulk.  Mr.  Cox,  per  contra,  is  small. 
Thad  Stevens  was  piresent.  The  House  was 
happy.  Leave  was  given.  Mr.  Baldwin  got 
up  and  proposed  to  yield  his  time  to  Mr.  Cox. 
Thaddeus  asked,  "  And  .9/;acf?  too  ?"  The  Amer- 
ican Congress  "took,"  and  there  was  laughter. 


There  was  published  in  London,  in  1G47,  a 
small  volume  of  poems  entitled  "The  Promised 
Seed  ;  or,  the  History  of  the  Incarnation,  Birth, 
and  first  Yeer's  Life  of  our  most  blessed  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  In  way  of  an  Ile- 
roicall  Poem.    By  Ph.  Fitz-Harry,  Gent. "  This 
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little  volume  appears  to  be  unnoticed  by  bibliog- 
raphers, nor  does  the  name  of  the  author  appear 
in  any  bibliographical  work.  The  Drawer  is  in 
monthly  receipt  of  so  many  pleasant  sayings  of 
the  little  folk,  sent  by  fond  mammas,  that  we  are 
quite  sure  we  shall  give  them  a  little  pleasure  in 
return  by  copying  from  Fitz-Harry  the  following 
exquisite  lines,  giving  his  description  of  the  Vir- 
gin Mary,  and  the  first  and  last  stanzas  of  the 
Virgin's  Lullaby  to  the  infant  Saviour : 

"Mild  are  her  looks  and  winning,  yet  severe. 
Not  courtly  in  her  garb  nor  yet  austere. 
Her  lips  drop  wisdom.    Every  word  so  weigh'd 
That  when  she  speaks,  she  speaks  as  one  afraid 
Lest  any  them  should  passe  which  may  not  be 
Seasoned  with  grace  and  grac'd  with  modesty. 
Her  thoughts  so  void  of  earth  and  earthly  toyos, 
So  wholly  tixt  ui)ou  celestial  joyes, 
That  eveu  her  mirth,  her  dreames,  her  very  cares, 
Are  more  in  heaven  than  other  women's  prayers. 
In  all  the  tribes  of  Israel  is  there  none 
Whom  both  the  saints  and  angels  joined  in  one 
To  make  complete  but  she.   A  saint  for  grace, 
She  seems  to  be  an  angel  in  her  face. 
So  pure  without,  so  sanctified  within. 
There  is  no  roorn  for  folly,  lesse  for  sin." 

"Be  still,  my  Babe,  and  take  thy  rest. 
Afflict  not  thus  thy  mother's  breast, 
Secure  art  thou  from  tyrant  fell, 
Aud  from  the  dreadful  powers  of  hell. 

Then  do  not  crie, 

No  foe  is  nigh. 
And  God  looks  on  thee  from  on  high, 

By,  by,  by,  lullaby." 


If  the  public  authorities  of  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts could  be  brought  to  take  the  same  lib- 
eral and  hygienic  view  of  the  drink  of  the  Teuton 
that  prevailed  in  the  orthodox  village  of  Batavia, 
New  York,  some  dozen  years  ago,  it  might  soothe, 
as  it  were,  the  spunky  feeling  that  now  pervades 
the  peojjle  of  that  commonwealth  on  the  agitated 
question  of  lager.  In  the  year  of  grace  18^8 
there  dwelt  in  Batavia  a  publican  named  William 
Bender,  and  William  appealed  to  the  men  of  the 
bailwick  to  imbibe  his  lager  not  only  as  a  physi- 
ological comforter,  but  on  financial  grounds  ;  for, 
said  he,  in  lyric  form  : 

"'Tis  Lager  Beer  improves  the  health; 
It  makes  the  poor  man  feel  his  wealth  ; 
It  warms  the  stomach  through  and  through, 
And  reg-u-lates  the  bowels,  too." 


The  young  lady  who,  in  the  last  Number  of 
the  Drawer,  expressed  so  much  admiration  of 
the  eloquence  of  the  late  Bishop  Bascom,  gives 
in  the  following  incident  an  illustration  of  the 
truth  of  the  proverb,  "Love  is  stronger  than 
death."  On  a  certain  occasion  she  had  an  ap- 
pointment with  a  rural  lover  to  go  blackberry- 
ing.  The  ardent  youth  presented  himself  prompt- 
ly on  time,  and  was  accosted  by  the  young  lady's 
father  with,  "  Good-morning,  Sir!  How  are  all 
over  at  neighbor  Dodson's  this  morning?"  "All 
well  but  grandmother,"  he  replied.  "  She  died 
last  night ;  but  Jim  promised  me  to  attend  to  the 
funeral,  as  I  was  going  berrying  to-day  with  Miss 
Bettie!" 


There  are  a  few  more  little  things  reported  in 
the  proceedings  of  the  Peter  C^artwriglit  Jubilee 
too  good  to  be  lost  in  the  great  stream  of  daily 
journalism,  and  therefore  worthy  to  be  preserved 
in  the  pages  of  this  Magazine,  which,  in  its 
Drawer  department,  may  be  said  to  represent 
the  current  wit  and  mirthfulness  of  the  time. 

Bishop  Morris  was  unable  to  be  present  at  the 
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Jubilee,  but  sent  a  letter  full  of  pertinent  fact 
and  fancy  connected  with  Brother  Cartwright,  of 
■whom  he  had  known  since  1801.  His  personal 
acquaintance  with  him,  however,  commenced  at 
a  session  of  tlie  Kentucky  Conference  held  at 
Lexington  in  1821.  On  being  introduced,  the 
following  conversation  took  place : 

Cartwright.  "  You  are  not  as  old  a  man  as 
I  expected  to  see:  your  brother  Edmund,  of 
Christian  County,  is  much  older." 

Morris.  "It  is  not  usual  for  brothers  to  be 
of  the  same  age." 

Cartwright.  "They  come  pretty  near  it 
when  they  are  twins." 


In  Brother  Cartwright's  address  he  alluded  to 
the  privations  to  which  the  pioneers  of  the  West 
were  subjected.  There  were  no  schools  in  that 
part  of  Kentucky  where  his  father  settled,  and 
no  mills  within  forty  miles  ;  not  a  paper  was  pub- 
lished in  all  that  region.  ' '  But  being  the  only  son 
of  an  old  fighting  soldier,"  said  he,  "my  father 
determined,  though  he  was  poor,  to  make  an  ed- 
ucated man  of  me,  hut  he  missed  it  tremendousli/. 
[Laughter.]  I  had  a  good  mother,  thank  God, 
a  religious  mother ;  and  when  it  pleased  God  to 
give  me  her  religion,  it  was  not  one  of  your  tippy., 
J'ashionable,  silve)'-slij)pered  kind  of  conversions, 
but  it  was  a  square,  backwoods  conversion.^' 


Brother  Cartwright  gives  an  amusing  ac- 
count of  an  incident  connected  witli  his  earliest 
religious  experience,  showing  that,  unlike  the 
practice  of  our  time,  the  physician  was  called  in 
to  see  what  the  trouble  was.  This  doctor  was 
"an  old  Scotch  infidel,"  says  Brother  Cart- 
wright, "who  resided  in  the  neighborhood  where 
my  father  lived,  and  when  I  got  under  very*deep 
conviction  my  father  sent  for  him  to  come  and 
see  what  was  the  matter  with  me.  The  old  doc- 
tor told  me  to  poke  out  my  tongue,  fumbled  over 
my  pulse,  and  pronounced  the  disease  a  determ- 
ination of  blood  to  the  head,  or  brain,  and  advised 
me  to  shave  my  head  and  have  a  large  blister- 
plaster  put  on.  Well,  now,  I  got  satisfaction  out 
of  that  old  doctor.  After  God  converted  my 
soul  I  was  appointed  to  preach,  but  I  did  not 
know  any  thing  under  the  heavens  about  preach- 
ing that  I  could  preach,  but  they  thought  because 
I  could  halloo  a  little  that  I  could  preach,  and 
when  I  came  to  open  the  services  there  was  a 
young  lady  just  before  me  that  fell  as  if  a  rifle- 
ball  had  entered  her  body.  Well,  I  had  never 
seen  the  like  before ;  I  did  not  know  any  tiling 
about  it ;  and  I  frankly  confess  to  you  I  did  not 
know  what  to  do.  The  old  Scotch  doctor  hus- 
tled up  and  felt  her  pulse,  and  if  her  teeth  had 
not  been  clenched  he  Avould  have  examined  her 
tongue.  He  had  a  vial  of  hartshorn  with  him, 
and  he  rammed  it  to  her  nose  as  if  she  had  been 
a  blind  horse,  but  that  did  not  move  her  nerves. 
Well,  I  did  not  know  what  to  do ;  the  doctor 
v.'as  gray-headed,  and  I  a  poor  ignorant  boy,  but 
1  concluded  that  he  must  quit  that,  and  I  went 
up  to  him  and  said,  'Now  don't  do  that  again ; 
the  girl  is  crying  for  mercy,  and  I  want  you  to 
get  down  on  your  knees  and  pray  for  her.'  'I 
never  prayed  in  my  life,'  said  he.  'Well,'  said 
I,  '  it  is  time  you  were  at  it.'  I  had  never  prayed 
in  public  in  my  life,  but  I  got  down  and  did  the 
best  I  could,  and  iust  as  I  closed  my  prayer  she 


sprang  up  like  a  deer  and  made  for  the  doctor, 
and  he  ran  as  if  the  devil  was  after  him,  when 
the  idea  struck  me,  and  I  called  out,  'Doctor, 
don't  run,  but  just  try  the  virtue  of  hartshorn  to 
your  nose.'  [Laughter.]  He  was  like  most  oth- 
er doctors  :  he  could  prescribe  very  freely,  but 
he  could  not  undertake  his  own  prescriptions." 

Bishop  Thompson,  in  responding  to  the  sen- 
timent :  "The  heroes  of  Methodism  in  the  W^est," 
spoke  very  appropriately  of  the  pioneer  preacher 
every  where.  But  the  pioneer  preacher  is  now  a 
man  of  the  past.  There  is  not  much  pioneering 
to  be  done.  The  locomotive  has  settled  that. 
Now  and  then,  however,  one  of  the  old  sort  is 
heard  of,  as  was  the  case  recently  where  a  cler- 
gyman in  Vermont,  supplying  temporarily  the 
pulpit  of  a  church  in  need  of  a  pastor,  thus,  in 
his  opening  prayer,  gave  voice  to  the  wants  of 
the  people  :  "  O  Lord,  send  them  a  pastor ;  not 
an  old  man  in  his  dotage,  nor  a  young  one  in  his 
goslinghood,  but  a  new-style  man,  with  all  the 
modern  improvements .'" 


Sometimes,  in  the  course  of  human  events,  it 
becomes  pleasant  to  enliven  the  tedium  of  legis- 
lative proceedings  by  a  little  honest  hilarity.  It 

came  to  pass  that  Colonel  J  ,  formerly  editor 

of  the  A(/e,  a  Democratic  paper  published  at 
Augusta,  ISIaine,  while  addressing  the  Legisla- 
ture, of  which  he  Avas  then  a  member,  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  Kennebeck  Railroad,  a  narrow- 
gauge  line,  which  had  few  passengers  and  small 
revenue,  gave  the  !Maine  Central  Road,  Avhich 
had  a  wider  gauge  and  larger  business,  the  fol- 
lowing sharp  hit,  under  cover  of  the  familiar 
lines  of  Watts : 

^- Broad  is  the  gaiige  that  leads  to  death, 
And  mauy  nde  together  there ; 
But  Wisdovi  shows  a  narroio  gauge, 
With  licre  aiid  there  a  passenger !" 


Our  friends  of  the  express  companies  have 
within  the  past  year  suffered  to  a  considera- 
ble amount  from  robberies ;  not,  however,  from 
the  carelessness  or  stupidity  of  messengers,  as 
was  the  case  on  one  occasion  when  the  business 
was  in  its  infancy.  A  messenger  named  Topp, 
whose  route  was  from  Albany  to  New  York,  had 
charge  of  the  express  trunk  containing  the  mon- 
ey-packages, etc.,  for  bankers,  merchants,  etc.,  as 
well  as  the  small  paper  parcels  and  packages  sent 
loosely  in  the  express  car.  On  the  trip  in  ques- 
tion lie  was  intrusted,  among  other  things,  with 
two  baskets  of  eggs,  marked,  "With  Care." 
Arrived  in  New  York,  Topp  straightway  started 
to  deliver  the  baskets,  leaving  the  trunk  on  the 
boat.  On  returning  he  found  the  great  trunk 
missing.  The  loss  was  promptly  made  known 
to  his  employers,  and  diligent  search  made  for 
its  recovery,  the  police  being  especially  stimu- 
lated by  a  large  reward.  The  search,  however, 
proved  fruitless.  Topp,  on  being  questioned  as 
to  why  he  had  been  so  imprudent  as  to  leave 
the  trunk  to  deliver  so  unimportant  a  thing  as 
a  basket  of  eggs,  calmly  replied,  "Why  that 
package  was  marked,  'With  Care;'  the  trunk 
wasn  1 1 

INIr.  Fargo  thought  it  was  not  an  eggcellent 
joke,  but  nevertheless  smiled  faintly  at  the  ex- 
planation— and  settled  with  the  bankere. 
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PUSSY. 

IN  a  quaint  old  house  of  the  town  of  Berne,  far 
from  the  busy  scenes  of  the  new  streets,  and 
shut  out  by  high  walls  from  the  glorious  Alps 
towering  on  high  all  along  the  horizon,  there 
sat  an  old  man  in  his  garret-room,  intent  upon 
his  pen  and  paper.  His  features  were  coarse 
and  dull  of  expression,  his  mouth  bespoke  will- 
ful obstinacy,  and  his  rounded  Shoulders  and 
stunted  stature  bore  painful  witness  to  his 
wretched  life,  uncheered  by  active  exercise  and 
a  joyous  communion  with  nature.  Visitors 
came  and  went ;  he  had  but  few  words  for  them, 
and  these  he  uttered  in  a  low,  angry  tone ;  if 
an  effort  Avas  made  to  draw  him  out,  he  either 
sank  back  into  sullen  silence,  or  spoke  like  the 
half  idiot  that  he  was.  And  yet,  rich  and  poor, 
high  and  low,  crowded  the  miserable  chamber 
under  the  roof ;  they  brought  the  ragged  her- 
mit money  and  praise,  and  not  unfrecjnently 
ardent  admiration.  They  paid  him  richly  for 
his  little  sheets  of  paper,  on  which  he  painfully 
drew  a  few  lines  at  a  time  with  pencil  or  pen, 
and  then  colored  the  outlines  slightly  in  water- 
colors.  If  the  form  was  simple  and  unpretend- 
ing—  no  oil-painting,  no  engraving  even  on 
stone  or  copper,  ever  came  from  his  hand,  so 
clumsy  to  the  eye,  so  deft  and  cunning  in  its 
work  —  the  subject  was  not  less  strange:  he 
drew  nothing  but  cats!  Once  he  included 
bears  among  his  pets,  and  actually  left  his  mis- 
erable garret  for  many  days,  to  study  the  clever 
animals  in  the  great  moat,  where  the  city  of 


Berne  keeps  the  bears  that  gave  its  name 
and  appear  in  its  scutcheon.  But  he  soon 
fell  back  upon  his  old  favorites,  and  drew 
them  in  childhood  and  old  age,  playful  and 
sorrowful,  under  all  aspects  and  in  all  pos- 
sible humors,  till  the  world  called  him  the 
Kaphael  of  cats  ;  and  when  he  died,  in  J  81 4, 
deplored  the  loss  of  a  man  whose  genius, 
like  a  diamond  set  in  black  enamel,  shone 
forth  all  the  more  brightly  on  account  of 
its  strange  and  moui'nful  surroundings. 

Surely,  animals  that  could  inspire  such 
master-pieces  as  these  marvelous  drawings, 
which  now  are  found  in  all  the  great  mu- 
seums of  the  world  and  fetch  almost  bib- 
ulous prices  when  a  lucky  chance  brings 
them  within  reach  of  wealthy  amateurs, 
must  have  had  strange  charms  in  their 
forms  and  their  lives  to  kindle  genuine 
genius  in  such  an  uncouth  being — the  step-child 
of  nature  in  body  and  soul. 

And  yet  cats  are  not  even  mentioned  in  Holv 
Writ ! 

Mr.  Blythe  tells  us  that  the  name  occurs  in 
some  Sanscrit  legend,  two  thousand  years  oldj 
but  long  before  that  the  old  Egyptians  had 
learned  to  appreciate  the  value  of  an  animal 
whose  instinct  made  it  the  enemy  of  the  mouse, 
and  thus  protected  their  immense  granaries 
against  a  small  but  most  dangerous  robber. 
They  revered  Pussy,  therefore,  in  common  with 
the  ibis  and  the  ichneumon ;  and  although  no 
monument  as  old  as  the  pyramids  contains  her 
image,  she  appears  all  the  more  frequently  in 
temple  and  crypt.  Here  she  sits  snugly  en- 
sconced under  a  lady's  chair,  and  there  she 
stands  half  upright  between  the  feet  of  King 
Hana.  The  Egyptians  evidently  appreciated 
the  monumental  outlines  of  the  strange  animal, 
and  hence  loved  to  reproduce  it  in  paintings 
and  in  bronze.  But  Pussy  had  other  claims  to 
be  looked  upon  with  great  reverence.  She  was 
sacred  to  the  goddess  Bubastis,  the  Venus  of 
the  land  of  the  Pharaohs,  who  was  wont  to  as- 
sume her  form,  so  that  the  cat  was  regarded  as 
the  living  image  of  the  deity.  In  the  city  called 
after  her  name,  cats  had  on  that  account  their 
temi>ies  and  their  hospitals  during  life,  and 
were  gorgeously  mummified  and  entombed  aft- 
er death.  To  kill  one  of  her  race  was  deemed 
a  capital  crime :  and  if  the  Egyptian  found  a 
dead  body,  he  raised  on  the  instant  a  fearful 
plaint,  to  testify  his  distress  and  to  announce 
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his  innocence.  The  death 
of  a  pet  cat  hrought 
mourning  to  the  house  and 
the  whole  neighborhood, 
and  the  afflicted  family 
showed  their  deep  grief  by 
shaving  off  their  eye- 
brows. 

In  other  districts  of  the 
Nile  land  the  curious  play 
of  Pussy's  pupil,  in  har- 
mony with  the  rising  and 
setting  of  the  sun,  had 
been  observed,  and  hence 
she  was  here  specially 
worshiped  as  sacred  to  the 
great  luminary.  Heliop- 
olis  abounded  with  cats 
and  images  of  cats,  and 
to  this  day  incredible 
numbers  of  cat-mummies 
are  found  there.  It  is 
not  quite  so  certain  Avheth- 
er  the  cats  which  the 
Egyptians  used  as  we  use 
setters,  to  catch  and  fetch 
water-fowl,  were  our  own 
familiar  cats  or  a  special 
variety  still  found  savage 
and  domesticated  in  Nubia 
and  Abyssinia.  From  nu- 
merous paintings  it  ap- 
pears that  these  were  not 
pets  in  families,  nor  wor- 
shiped in  temples,  but  forced  to  earn  their  bread 
by  hard  work,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  accom- 
panying cut,  from  a  wall  in  Thebes. 

Nor  has  this  worship  entirely  ceased  in 
Egypt;  for  the  more  recent  masters  of 
the  land  of  the  Nile,  the  Arabs,  it  is 
well  known,  look  upon  the  cat  with  al- 
most equal  veneration.  The  story  goes 
that  the  great  Prophet  not  only  loved  his 
pet  cat,  but  communed  with  her  in  se- 
cret, when  meditating  on  the  inspirations 
that  came  to  him  from  on  high.  One 
evening  he  had  thus  been  sitting  with 
his  cat  on  his  sleeve,  trying  to  give  a 
tangible  shape  to  his  ecstatic  visions  of 
the  houris  in  paradise,  when  he  was  sud- 
denly summoned  away  to  quell  a  revolt. 
Rather  than  disturb  Pussy  in  her  inno- 
cent slumbers,  he  cut  off  the  piece  of  his 
robe  on  which  she  lay,  and  from  that  day 
forth  his  followers  regarded  the  cat  as 
sacred  to  their  inspired  chieftain.  This 
belief  spread  all  the  more  readily,  as  be- 
fore that  time  already  the  credulous  na- 
tions of  the  East  had  believed'  that  the 
Djinns  were  fond  of  assuming  the  form 
of  cats  in  order  to  haunt  their  houses. 
Hence  the  delight  of  one  of  the  proph- 
et's chief  officers  when  he  was  solemnly 
invested  with  the  title  of  Father  of  Cats  ; 
hence  also  the  famous  mosque  just  out- 
side of  Cairo,  where  to  this  day  the 


liberality  of  the  Sultan  El  Daher  provides 
for  all  cats  a  daily  feast.  From  terraces  and 
flat  roofs,  from  wide  streets  and  dingy  alleys, 
from  latticed  windows  and  high  stone-walls, 
the  hungry,  ravenous  crowd  comes  rushing  up 
to  where  the  priest,  at  the  hour  of  prayer,  dis- 
tributes the  scanty  provision.  In  an  instant 
the  table  is  cleared,  and  great  is  the  wrath 
and  furious  the  fight  between  the  old  custom- 
ers, who  devour  the  fat  morsels,  and  the  late 
comers,  who  find  nothing. 

The  Occident  knew  much  less  of  such  strange 
reverence  paid  to  cats,  partly  because  Holy  Writ 
for  some  mysterious  reasons  said  nothing  about 
them,  and  partly  because  neither  Greek  nor  Ro- 
man seems  to  have  appreciated  their  good  qual- 
ities. It  is  true  cats  were  sacred  to  the  god- 
dess of  wisdom  in  Greece,  for  the  same  reason 
as  owls — because  they  could  see  in  the  dark  ; 
but  there  was  in  this  half-sacred  character  a 
strong  touch  of  irony.  For  the  story  went,  that 
when  Apollo  tried  to  terrify  his  sister  by  sud- 
denly creating  a  roaring  lion,  the  goddess  re- 
plied satirically  by  opposing  to  him  a  cat.  Nor 
does  Pussy  seem  to  have  enjoyed  a  very  high 
reputation  among  the  people,  for  the  famous 
place  in  which  Theocritus  mentions  her  indi- 
rectly is  not  too  flattering.  "Euona!"  cries 
the  mistress,  scolding  her  slave  ;  "  Euona, 
bring  water!  How  slow  she  is!  The  pussy 
cat  always  wants  to  sleep !  Will  you  stir  ? 
Quick,  bring  water!"  How  accurately  the 
Greeks  must  have  known  her  sublime  indo- 
lence, and  her  fondness  of  real  or  pretended 
sleep !  Pliny  speaks  of  cats  with  a  most  mat- 
ter-of-fact air,  as  "  quite  useful  in  keeping  well- 
filled  barns  free  from  mice  ;"  but,  almost  in  the 
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same  breath,  recommends  weasels 
as  far  better  adapted  to  the  pur- 
pose. 

It  is,  perhaps,  due  to  the  promi- 
nent position  in  which  cats  appear 
in  Northern  mythology  that  they 
Avere  subsequently  considered  as  the 
favorite  companions  of  evil-doers. 
The  Germans  portrayed  their  beau- 
tiful goddess  Erouwa,  whose  smiles 
charmed  through  her  overflowing 
tears,  as  drawn  by  white  cats  in  her 
airy  car.    When  these  deities  were 
subsequently  excommunicated  by 
zealous  Christian  priests,  all  such 
companions  and  pets  fell  into  bad  re- 
])ute.    Pussy  seems  to  have  suffered 
in  this  respect  more  than  other  animals  ;  she  be- 
came, as  it  were,  the  devil's  own,  and  St.  Domi- 
nick  never  preached  of  the  Evil  One  without  pre- 
senting him  to  his  listeners  under  the  form  of  a 
cat.    It  must  be  confessed  that  her  thoughtful 
quietness,  as  if  brooding  over  some  deep  scheme, 
her  wicked  green  eyes  with  their  fiery  sheen  by 
night,  her  tendency  to  give  out  sparks  when  her 
fur  is  rubbed,  and  her  cruel  temper,  all  combined 
to  impress  ignorant  and  credulous  people  with 
a  sense  of  fear  and  horror  ;  so  they  tormented 
and  persecuted  her,  and  on  St.  John's  Da}^  the 
day  of  witches,  when  popular  belief  had  it  that 
they  all  left  town  and  village  to  accompany 
their  fearful  mistresses  to  the  great  witches' 
Sabbath,  they  burned  a  goodly  number  for  their 
delight.     Such  was  the  custom  in  France  for 
many  a  generation,  while  in  Flanders  they  were 
wont  to  throw  them  from  church-steeple  and 
tower.    History  tells  us  how  Louis  XIII.,  when 
a  child,  once  begged  of  his  father  the  lives  of 
all  that  were  to  be  thrown  into  the  fire  ;  but  no 
chronicler  reports  whether  the  nine  lives  pro- 
verbially granted  to  cats  ever  saved  them  from 
cruel  martyrdom.    In  the  town  of  Ypres,  at  all 
events,  this  does  not  seem  to  have  been  the 
case,  for  there  the  barbarous  custom  continued 
till  the  year  1818!    Since  witches  have  gone 
out  of  fashion,  cats  have  somewhat  recovered 
tlieir  good  reputation  j  perhaps  this  is  to  be  as- 
cribed to  the  fact  that  the  French  have  given 
Pussy  as  a  pet  to  the  patron  saint  of  lawyers, 
St.  Ives,  although  Rabelais  already  interprets 
the  association  as  by  no  means  peculiarly  cred- 
itable to  the  bar. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  however,  that  Pussy 
is  honored  in  China,  not  for  her  good  looks  and 
pretty  Avays,  but  for  her  eminent  usefulness. 
The  clever  French  missionary  Hue,  who,  with 
his  companion  Cabet,  first  gave  us  an  intelli- 
gent account  of  life  in  the  interior  of  the  Flow- 
ery Kingdom,  was  not  a  little  surprised,  and 
quite  incredulous  at  first,  when  his  Chinese 
friends  told  him  that  cats  were  their  watches, 
and  enabled  them  to  tell,  with  unerring  accu- 
racy, the  hour  of  the  day.  He  learned,  how- 
ever, by  careful  observation,  that  this  was  real- 
ly so  ;  for  he  noticed  that  the  pupil  of  every  cat 
he  saw,  though  wide  open  in  the  early  morn- 
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ing,  would  gradually  contract  as  the  sun  rose ; 
at  noon  a  perpendicular  line  of  extreme  delica- 
cy would  be  all  that  was  left  to  be  seen,  and 
then  the  pupil  would  dilate  again,  to  return  to 
its  natural  size  by  sunset.  And  when  poor 
Pussy  has  served  her  time  as  a  dial,  she  is 
served  up  herself — not  in  disguise,  as  in  French 
restaurants,  but  boldly  and  boastingly.  In  many 
a  lowly  house  in  town,  and  in  almost  every 
farm-house  in  the  country,  a  number  of  cats  are 
seen  fastened  to  chains  for  the  purpose  of  fat- 
tening them ;  and  in  the  market-houses  they 
hang  in  long  rows,  exhibiting  their  snowy 
whiteness,  and  with  heads  and  tails  carefully 
left  untouched,  to  testify  to  their  genuineness. 
Hence  the  fondness  of  the  Chinese  to  intro- 
duce them  in  their  illustrations  of  happy  indoor 
life ;  while  their  strange  neighbors,  the  Japanese, 
show  here  also  their  superiority,  being  fond  of 
caricaturing  the  poor  creatures,  and.  making  fun 
of  them  after  their  own  manner. 

Our  country  knows  Pussy  only  since  she  has 
been  brought  over,  like  all  good  things,  in  the 
Mayjloiver ;  while  California  not  so  very  long 
ago  imported  whole  cargoes  of  the  useful  ani- 
mals for  the  protection  of  grain  and  fruits 
against  overwhelming  numbers  of  mice.  They 
were  not  yet  able  in  those  days  to  imitate  the 
Japanese,  who  from  time  immemorial  have 
manufactured  china  cats,  with  open  eyes,  so 
faithfully  copied  from  nature  that  one  of  these 
toys,  with  a  rush-light  inside,  will  protect  a 
whole  house  during  the  night  against  all  ma- 
rauders. 

After  the  days  of  persecution  were  over  in 
Europe,  cats  ceased  to  appear  in  history,  ex- 
cept on  sorrowful  occasions,  when  they  were 
used  to  amuse  men,  and  to  exhibit  man's  in- 
credible meanness.  Thus,  we  are  told  by  grave 
historians  that  Philip  II.  of  Spain  laughed  heart- 
ily only  once  in  his  life.  It  was  when,  in  the 
year  1549,  he  made  his  solemn  entry  into  Brus- 
sels. Among  other  ingenious  contrivances  to 
amuse  him,  he  was  met  by  a  wagon  on  which 
a  bear  stood  before  what  seemed  to  be  a  large 
organ ;  but  in  reality  it  was  a  box  containing 
twenty  cats,  whose  tails  were  tied  up  to  meet 
the  keys  of  the  instrument.  When  the  bear 
was  stirred  up  he  would  smite  the  keys,  the 
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keys  would  pull  the  tails,  and  the  poor  cats 
would  cry  piteously,  while  monkeys  danced 
merrily  to  the  sad,  miserable  music.  And  the 
King  laughed !  The  same  savage  cruelty  has 
been  repeatedly  shown  to  poor  Pussy,  and  even 
this  century  has  witnessed  a  similar  cat  con- 
cert, which  was  given  in  London. 

Pussy  finds  ample  compensation,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  in  the  almost  universal  tenderness  and 
affection  with  wliich  she  is  treated  by  women, 
and  the  fondness  with  which  she  has  even  in- 
spired the  greatest  of  men.  Who  does  not  know 
Tasso's  charming  sonnet  to  his  cat  ? — one  of  the 
brightest  among  his  smaller  gems ;  and  Petrarch 
is  said  to  have  loved  his  cat  only  less  than  his 
Laura ;  so  that  what  he  could  not  do  for  the 
latter  he  did  for  his  pet — he  had  her  embalmed, 
and  kept  her  as  long  as  he  lived.  Cardinal  Wol- 
sey  never  sat  on  his  almost  regal  throne,  when 
he  officiated  as  Chancellor,  without  having  one 
or  two  of  his  favorite  cats  by  his  side  ;  and  Ri- 
chelieu's grim  humor  required  the  constant  pres- 
ence of  a  number  of  kittens,  whose  merry  gam- 
bols alone  could  elicit  a  smile  and  soothe  his  tem- 
per. Chateaubriand  was  so  passionately  fond 
of  cats  that  the  Pope,  to  whom  he  went  as  em- 
bassador, could  not  find  a  more  suitable  and  ac- 
ceptable present  for  the  devout  son  of  the  Church 
than  his  predecessor's  favorite  cat;  and  when 
the  great  author  was  growing  old  he  fancied  he 
was  also  growing  like  his  pets,  from  his  close 
intimacy  and  great  fondness.    Nor  have  other 


authors  disdained  to  sing  the  praise 
of  Pussy :  Canning,  and  Gray,  and 
Cowper  have  left  their  tribute  to 
their  affectionate  friends  ;  Hoffmann 
introduced  them  into  all  his  quaint 
and  fantastic  tales,  of  which  "  Kater 
Murr"  is  not  the  least  attractive ; 
Edgar  Poe  bore  cheerful  witness  to 
their  grace  and  strange  attractions ; 
and  Victor  Hugo  rarely  is  seen  with- 
out his  magnificent  Angora.  Books 
on  cats  abound  in  almost  every  lan- 
guage, and  only  quite  recently  a 
French  writer  of  some  distinction — 
Champfleury — has  published  quite  a 
superb  work  on  the  subject,  from 
which  we  derive  some  of  the  illustra- 
tions on  these  pages. 

It  has  been  well  said  that  among 
the  carnivora  the  most  savage  is  the 
panther ;  the  only  one  who  kills  for 
pleasure,  the  cougar ;  the  only  one 
Avith  really  gentle  manners,  the  che- 
tah,  Avho  is  used  in  India  to  hunt 
game  for  his  masters ;  and  the  only 
one  that  is  really  intelligent,  the  do- 
mestic cat.  The  latter  alone  con- 
sents to  be  the  guest  of  man  ;  he  ac- 
cepts shelter  and  food,  if  they  are 
freely  offered  ;  he  even  submits  to 
caresses,  but  only  when  he  is  so  dis- 
posed. He  is  not  willing  to  sacrifice 
his  liberty  ;  on  the  contrary,  his  motto 
through  life  is  Libertas  sine  Lahore — 
Liberty  without  Labor ;  he  does  not  choose  to 
be  our  servant  as  the  horse,  nor  our  friend  as 
the  dog. 

If  we  see  Pussy  in  the  idyllic  peace  of  a 
pleasant  home,  we  should  hardly  think  of.  her 
as  first-cousin  to  the  fierce  lion  and  the  still 
more  cruel  tiger.  Before  the  house  the  cherry- 
trees  are  in  full  bloom,  and  send  gentle,  hardly 
perceptible  fragrance  in  at  the  open  window, 
while  the  bees  are  humming  merrily  and  gatlier 
the  first  sweet  honey  Inside  all  is  quiet ;  oidy 
the  clock  ticks  gently ;  a  bunch  of  violets  per- 
fumes the  room,  and  golden  sunshine  plays  on 
the  floor.  On  the  soft  cushions  of  grandma's 
arm-chair  lies  Pussy,  snowy  Avhite,  soft  like  vel- 
vet, with  closed  eyes  and  graceful  limbs — the 
very  picture  of  happy  innocence.  But  see  her 
a  few  minutes  later,  when  the  great  Newfound- 
land dog  looks  in  at  the  open  door;  how  she 
arches  her  back,  till  every  hair  stands  on  end, 
how  her  eyes  flash  fire,  hoAv  her  tail  beats  wild- 
ly the  air  in  swift,  snake-like  Avindings,  and  her 
sharp -pointed  talons  come  forth  from  their 
downy  sheaths,  Avhile  she  hisses  Avith  Avild  rage 
and  defies  the  gigantic  enemy.  Surely  she 
does  not  deny  then  her  descent  from  the  terri- 
ble Avild-cat  of  the  Avoods,  and  makes  us  fullv 
aAvare  that  if  all  is  not  gold  that  glitters,  ne 
more  is  Pussy  ahvays  as  she  appears  in  the 
midst  of  her  family,  peacefully  making  her 
toilet.  Is  the  cat  a  domestic  animal  ?  It 
sounds  odd  to  hear  the  question  asked,  when 
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Pussy  on  her  soft  rug  or  cozy  cushion  is  appar- 
ently the  very  image  of  domestic  peace  and 
happiness.  But,  after  all,  the  domestication  is 
only  apparent,  or  rather  the  word  is  to  be  taken 
in  its  most  literal  sense  :  the  cat  loves  the  house, 
but  not  the  owner.  Even  the  most  pampered 
pet,  indulged  by  the  old  people  and  the  play- 
mate of  the  young,  will,  upon  very  slight  tempt- 
ation, run  away  and  join  its  country  cousins. 
Some  return,  but  others  are  captivated  by  the 
charms  of  the  free-and-easy  life  of  the  free- 
booter, and  never  submit  again  to  the  restraints 
of  domestic  life.  Even  when  the  question  is 
brought  home  to  Pussy  to  choose  between  the 
kindest  of  masters  and  a  house,  the  prefer- 
ence is  not  unfrequently  given  to  the  latter.  A 
Erench  priest  was  promoted  to  a  better  parish, 
and  left  his  parsonage,  with  all  he  held  dear  in 
this  world — an  old  servant-woman,  a  raven,  and 
a  cat.  The  cat  stole :  the  raven  pecked  at  the 
thief,  chattering  incessantly ;  the  old  servant 
scolded  one  after  the  other ;  and  the  poor  priest 
looked  on,  enjoying  the  simple  comedy.  The 
day  after  the  removal  Puss  had  disappeared  ; 
the  raven  was  uneasy,  and  hopped  all  over  the 
house,  looking  for  his  patient  victim  ;  the  cook 
called  in  vain  for  her  pet,  and  was  almost  angry 
that  no  choice  tid-bit  of  meat  was  stolen  ;  and 
the  priest  began  to  fear  that,  for  want  of  better 
employment,  he  himself  would  be  pecked  by 
the  raven  and  scolded  by  the  servant.  Upon 
inquiry  it  Avas  found  that  the  cat  had  remained 
in  the  old  house,  although  no  successor  had 
come  yet  to  occupy  it :  in  vain  Avas  Pussy  car- 
ried triumphantly  to  the  new  house,  and  royally 
treated  to  all  that  could  tempt  the  palate  of  a 
fastidious  cat ;  the  next  day  no  cat  was  to  be 
seen,  and  reports  came  telling  of  her  haunting 
the  old  parsonage.  She  grew  gaunt  and  grim  ; 
her  bones  stuck  out  in  bare  misery  ;  the  smooth 
fur  stood  up  like  an  ill-kept  brush  ;  she  uttered 
piteous  cries  and  moans ;  but  although  she  was 
carried  twice  more  to  her  master's  house,  she 
always  returned  to  the  house  of  her  first  love, 
and  died  there  a  miserable  death. 

This  is  what  Chateaubriand  calls  her  inde- 
pendence!  "I  love  in  cats,"  he  says,  "their 
independent  and  almost  ungrateful  character, 
which  keeps  them  from  becoming  attached  to 
any  body,  and  the  inditl'erence  with  which  they 
pass  from  the  parlor  to  their  native  gutter. 
You  caress  them,  they  round  their  back,  and 


even  pur ;  but  it  is  the  physical 
pleasure  which  they  enjoy,  and 
not,  as  dogs  do,  the  stupid  satis- 
faction of  loving  and  being  faith- 
ful to  a  master  who  rewards  them 
with  blows.  Cats  live  alone  ;  they 
need  no  society ;  they  obey  only 
when  they  choose,  pretend  to  be 
asleep  when  they  wish  to  see  bet- 
ter, and  seize  whatever  they  can." 
How  a  great  poet  could  sing  the 
praises  of  such  a  disposition  is 
hard  to  understand,  unless  there 
were — as  is  not  at  all  impossible — 
kindred  likings  in  his  own  character. 

It  can  not  be  denied  that  cats,  generally 
speaking,  are  proud  in  their  disposition,  refus- 
ing to  associate  with  strangers,  repudiating  fa- 
miliarity, and  daintily  turning  up  their  noses 
at  common  food,  such  as  dogs  would  be  glad 
to  get.  There  is  a  chilling  hanglitiness  about 
them,  even  to  persons  they  have  known  for 
years,  exceedingly  repulsive,  and  often  disgust- 
ing. You  pla}'^  with  them,  you  fondle  them, 
you  stroke  their  backs,  and  scratch  their  heads, 
and  call  them.  Poor  Pussy ;  but  beware ! 
They  will  arch  their  backs,  and  pur,  and  ap- 
pear to  respond  to  your  kindness ;  but  a  hair 
turned  the  wrong  way,  a  careless  knock,  or  even 
a  mere  caprice  on  the  part  of  the  cat,  and  all  is 
over.  She  becomes  a  fury,  a  fiend.  Prompt 
as  the  stiletto  of  an  Italian  brigand  to  quit  its 
sheath,  her  steel-like  claws  come  forth  from 
their  velvet  sheaths,  and  draw  your  blood  in 
an  instant.  It  is  pretty  to  see  the  little  kitten 
lapping  its  milk  with  its  rosy  tongue,  gambol- 
ing round  its  mother,  playing  with  the  ball  of 
worsted,  with  now  and  then  a  gesture  of  afi'ec- 
tion  to  its  parent,  and  never  presenting  an  out- 
line that  is  not  extremely  graceful.  But  this 
little  innocent  babe,  this  sportive,  playful  kit- 
ten, Avill  in  a  few  weeks  play  Avith  as  much  de- 
light— nay,  more — with  something  very  different 
from  a  skein  of  silk  or  a  slipper.  The  play- 
thing now  is  a  wretched,  terrified  mouse,  half 
dead  with  fright,  and  covered  with  bleeding 
wounds  ;  hither  and  thither  will  the  cat  toss  it ; 
now  high,  now  low,  now  this  way,  now  that; 
one  moment  deluding  it  with  the  hope  of  es- 
cape, and  at  the  next  recapturing  it  to  renew 
the  torture.  This  is  the  playfulness  of  the  cat, 
this  is  its  gracefid  sportiveness ;  this  is  the  ball 
of  cotton  to-day,  and  the  timorous,  cruelly  en- 
treated mouse  to-morroAV. 

For  curiuing  and  treachery  are  the  leading 
features  in  the  character  of  cats.  The  proverb 
says.  As  false  as  a  cat ;  and  cat's  gold  and  cat's 
silver,  the  mica  of  the  geologist,  derive  their 
names  from  their  deceptive  appearance.  Cau- 
tious and  suspicious  against  all  others.  Pussy 
does  not  CA^en  trust  man.  She  allows  the  stran- 
ger to  approach  to  a  certain  distance  ;  but  if  he 
comes  nearer,  she  glides  aAvay  on  her  soft,  vel- 
Aety  foot,  and  A^anishes  quicker  than  a  bird  on 
his  Avings.  If  a  dog  meets  her,  she  escapes  at 
once;  and,  Avhen  hard  pressed,  she  runs  up  a 
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tree,  and  looks  down  from  her  safe  retreat  with 
contempt  at  the  foolish  barker.  She  knows  ev- 
ery corner  and  every  crevice  of  her  home.  In 
an  instant  she  has  caught  the  fried  fish  on  the 
kitchen  table — the  most  tempting  tid-bit  she 
knows — or  lapped  up  the  rich  cream  on  the  milk- 
bowl  ;  and  the  cook  who  enters  the  room  finds 
her  in  deep  slumber  snugly  ensconced  near  the 
hearth !  Or  she  walks  leisurely  over  the  roof, 
just  to  take  an  airing  after  long  confinement ; 
to  enjoy  the  bright  warm  sunshine  ;  and  to  look 
down  upon  the  busy  world  from  her  vantage- 
ground.  She  does  not  think  of  the  young  bird  \ 
who  is  trying  his  half-grown  wings — not  she  ; 
and  yet,  as  he  comes  near  her,  she  jumps,  she 
strikes,  and,  quicker  than  eye  can  follow  her,  the 
poor  little  sparrow  is  lying  between  her  feet,  and 
she  looks  with  delight  at  his  agony.  For  the 
cat  is  a  beast  of  prey,  in  spite  of  all  the  appar- 
ent gentleness  and  even  bashful  coyness  she 
shows  in  her  mistress's  lap ;  the  cat  kills,  and 
loves  to  kill,  as  the  lion  does ;  she  is,  after  all, 
but  a  domesticated  tiger.  Her  predations  are 
secret,  but  very  pernicious ;  and  yet  she  enjoys 
almost  perfect  immunity,  w  hile  her  companions 
in  evil-doing,  the  wolf  and  the  fox,  are  slain 
without  rest  or  remorse.  She  kills  birds  in- 
numerable ;  the  young  hare  in  Europe,  the  rab- 
bit with  us,  fall  an  easy  prey  to  her ;  and  even 
young  chickens  and  ducks  she  does  not  refuse. 
And  how  she  disguises  her  murderous  instincts 
and  bloody  deeds !  She  never  returns  to  the 
house  till  she  has  eff'aced  every  trace  of  her 
fearful  misdoings  in  forest  and  field ;  and  no  one 
suspects  her,  as  she  lies  in  apparent  forgetful- 
ness  of  the  world  and  its  wickedness,  that  she 
plans  new  inquities,  or  enjoys  in  memory  the 
savor  of  her  last  victim. 

That  very  clever  and  amusing  French  writer, 
Theophile  Gautier,  who  has  lately  given  the 
world  an  account  of  what  he  calls  his  Private 
Menagerie,  mentions  one  of  the  rare  cases  in 
which  Pussy  was  most  completely  taken  aback, 
and  lost  all  presence  of  mind  and  self-reliance 
at  once.  The  cat  was  accustomed  to  live  in 
perfect  intimacy  with  the  writer,  sleeping  at  his 
feet  on  his  bed,  dreaming  on  the  arm  of  his 
easy-chair  while  he  was  writing;  following  him 
in  his  garden  as  he  walked  up  and  down  the 
long  avenues ;  keeping  him  company  at  meals ; 
and,  as  he  adds,  not  unfrequently  intercepting 
the  morsel  on  the  road  between  the  ])late  and 
the  lips.  One  fine  day  a  friend,  setting  out 
on  his  travels,  left  his  parrot  in  his  charge  dur- 
ing his  absence.  The  poor  bird  sat  disconso- 
late on  the  top  of  his  stand,  Avhile  the  cat  stared 
at  the  strange  sight,  and  tried  to  gather  up  all 
the  strays  and  waifs  of  natural  history  which 
she  might  have  picked  up  on  the  roof,  or  in 
the  yard  and  the  garden.  The  writer  followed 
her  thoughts  in  her  large  green  eyes,  and  read 
there  clearly  the  words;  It  must  be  a  green 
chicken ! 

Thereupon  Pussy  jumped  down  from  his  writ- 
ing-table, and  assumed,  in  a  dark  corner,  the  air 
of  a  panther  in  the  jungle  lying  in  wait  for  a  del- 


icate deer;  crouching  flat  down,  the  head  low, 
the  back  stretched  out  at  full  length,  the  elbows 
out,  and  the  eye  fixed  immovably  on  the  bird. 
The  poor  parrot  had  followed  all  her  move- 
ments with  nervous  anxiety;  he  raised  his 
feathers,  sharpened  his  bill,  stretched  out  his 
claws,  and  evidently  prepared  for  war. 

The  cat  lay  still,  but  the  writer  lead  again 
in  her  eyes :  No  doubt,  though  green,  the 
chicken  must  be  good  to  eat!  Suddenly  her 
back  was  arched  like  a  bow  that  is  drawn,  and, 
with  one  superb  bound,  she  was  on  the  perch. 
I  The  parrot,  seeing  the  great  danger,  lifted  up 
his  sharp,  eager  voice,  and  screamed  out:  "Js 
tu  dejeune,  Jaquotf — Have  you  breakfasted, 
Jack  ? 

The  voice  frightened  Pussy  out  of  her  wits. 
A  trumpet  sounded  in  her  ears,  a  pile  of  crock- 
ery breaking  near  her,  a  pistol  fired  close  to  her 
head,  could  not  have  frightened  her  more  ter- 
ribly. All  her  ideas  were  overthrown ;  her 
eyes?  said,  clearly :  This  is  not  a  chicken ;  this 
is  a  gentleman !  And  the  parrot  rang  out, 
louder  than  ever : 

"Quand  j'ai  bu  du  vin  clairet, 
Tout  tourue,  tout  tourne  au  cabaret." 

The  cat  cast  an  anxious  glance  at  her  master, 
leaped  down  in  sheer  terror,  and  hid  under  the 
bed,  from  whence  no  threat  and  no  caress  could 
bring  her  out  for  the  day. 

There  must  be  something  mysterious  and  al- 
most supernatural,  however,  in  Pussy,  or  she 
would  never  have  inspired  people  at  one  time 
with  such  dread,  and  at  other  times  with  such 
marvelous  affection.  The  poor  animal,  com- 
pelled to  hide  her  love  affairs  under  the  benev- 
olent mantle  of  night,  has  thus  become  more 
or  less  demoniac  in  the  mind  of  the  ignorant ; 
she  appears,  in  popular  belief,  with  owl  and 
bat,  as  the  unfailing  companion  of  witches ; 
and  no  scene  of  ghostly  horror  is  complete 
without  a  black  cat.  In  mountain-glens  and 
dark  dens  cats  watch  over  great  treasures,  and 
frighten  the  adventurous  intruder  with  their 
fiery  eyes  ;  they  are  found  crouching  on  cross- 
roads for  unknown  evil  purposes,  and  they  live, 
at  times,  in  old  abandoned  mills.  Few  persons 
like  to  meet  a  black  cat  in  the  morning  early, 
and  many  a  poor  woman  owes  the  bad  repute 
in  which  she  stands  in  her  village  to  no  greater 
sin  than  her  love  for  Pussy.  Only  Puss-in- 
Boots  is  a  noble  fellow,  and  many  a  fair  prin- 
cess has,  in  common-folk  love,  been  changed 
into  a  snowy-white  kitten,  to  be  released  by  a 
noble  knight  of  surpassing  valor.  How  differ- 
ent is  Pussy,  with  her  good-natured  face,  lying 
cozily  in  the  lap  of  her  indulgent  mistress ! 
The  young  girl,  still  fancy  free,  and  overflow- 
ing with  vague  aff'ections ;  tlie  sorrowful  old 
maid,  with  her  love  all  wasted  ;  and  even  the 
thoughtful  housewife,  surrounded  by  a  thou- 
sand cares — all  pet  and  spoil  Pussy,  who,  some- 
how or  other,  manages  to  become  dear  to  their 
heart.  Nor  are  men  less  subject  to  the  mys- 
terious charm,  and,  as  we  have  seen,  not  un- 
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frequently  derive  much  pleasure  from  their 
merry  gambols  and  their  undemonstrative  af- 
fection. 

Pussy  owes  this  universal  predilection  to  two 
great  virtues  she  possesses :  her  extreme  tidi- 
ness and  the  unsurpassed  grace  of  all  her 
movements. 

With  her  sharp  tongue,  covered  with  tiny 
hooks,  she  smoothes  and  strokes  every  hair  of 
her  soft  fur,  and  the  only  parts  of  her  raarvel- 
ously  elastic  body  which  she  can  not  thus  reach 
— her  brow  and  her  head — are  carefully  brush- 
ed by  her  paw,  after  having  been  daintily  wet- 
ted. Look  at  her  when  she  crosses 
a  street  or  a  path  after  a  rain ! 
How  tenderly  and  carefully  she 
puts  down  her  velvet  foot !  How 
she  looks  all  around  for  the  clean- 
est stone — the  dryest  place  I  0*r 
watch  her,  when  she  stands  at  the 
margin  of  a  pond  or  a  bright,  clear 
brook,  following  Avith  her  not  very 
keen  eye  the  swift  movements  of 
some  tempting  fish,  which  she 
loves  dearly.  Now  and  then  she 
stretches  out  her  paw,  as  if  she 
would  dip  it  in;  but  no  sooner 
does  she  feel  the  cold  water  than 
she  draws  it  back,  shuddering, 
and  shakes  and  shakes  till  the 
last  drop  has  been  discarded.  For 
she  dreads  the  element,  and  the 
ancients  already  said  of  her  that 
she  had  a  "  dry  temper,  fitted  with 
fire."  Pussy  is  a  lady  in  all  she 
does.  With  careless  haughtiness, 
lightly  and  yet  self-conscious,  she 
glides  over  the  rich  carpets  of  par- 
lors, and  through  the  fragrant 
bushes  of  green-houses  in  great 
palaces ;  unasked  she  takes  her 
corner  of  the  softest  couch,  the 
place  of  honor  before  the  fire,  or 
the  favorite  seat  in  her  mistress's 
lap.  Even  her  voice  is  faint  and 
delicate,  and  very  expressive,  pass- 
ing, as  it  does,  in  soft,  long-drawn 
accents,  through  all  the  five  vow- 
els. It  is  only  at  night,  and  out 
on  the  inhospitable  roof,  that  in 


fierce  passion  she  occasionally  forgets  her  re- 
serve and  her  dignity,  and,  far  from  the  eyes 
of  sleeping  men,  performs  strange,  fantastic 
dances,  and  sings  in  horrible  discords.  And 
yet,  even  in  such  moments  of  sad  forgetfulness, 
much  may  be  said  in  her  defense. 

A  writer  in  Chainbers^s  Journal  not  long  ago 
gave  a  happy  explanation  of  the  mysterious 
term  "caterwauling."  Suppose,  he  says,  yon 
very  much  desired  to  visit  a  friend,  a  female 
friend,  a  lovely  creature  to  whom  you  were  pay- 
ing your  addresses ;  only  an  immense  wall — 
which  you  could  not  blow  down  like  the  Clerk- 
enwell  wall,  because  you  had  not  the  Fenian 
carelessness  of  results — intervened  between  you 
and  the  beloved  object.  Well,  that  is  exactly 
the  case  with  these  poor,  maligned  pussies. 
"  Come  over  the  waur"  (feline  for  wall,  just  as 
it  is  Scotch  for  worse),  "the  waur,  the  waur," 
cries  the  imprisoned  puss.  "Why  don't  you 
come  over  the  Avaur  ?"  "Spikes,  spikes,  spikes," 
cries  Tom,  explaining  the  nature  of  the  obstruc- 
tion, whereas  we  call  it  "swearing." 

We  may  add  that  when  the  obstacle  is  hap- 
pily overcome,  and  Tom  and  Pussy  meet  at  last 
at  their  favorite  trysting-place,  the  lover  begins 
to  adjure  his  beloved  in  such  strains  of  ener- 
getic, irrepressible  love  that  his  voice  is  apt  to 
rise  above  the  subdued  tone  of  a  well-bred  gen- 
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tleman,  and  there  is  not  yet  an  end  to  what  we 
contemptuously  call  caterwauling.  Be  it  mod- 
esty, be  it  fear,  the  two  lovers  remain  at  some 
distance  from  each  other,  watching,  every  ges- 
ture, every  turn  of  the  tail,  and  looking  at  each 
other  with  the  greenest  of  eyes.  At  last  they 
lift  up  their  voices  and  sing  a  duo  which  lasts 
for  hours. 

After  they  have  told  each  other  all  they  must 
know  before  entering  upon  wedlock,  they  crawl 
and  creep  most  cautiously  toward  each  other ; 
but  no  sooner  does  Tom  come  near  his  flame 
than  she  runs  and  races  and  skips  and  vaults  to 
excite  the  envy  of  the  best  of  gymnasts.  He 
follows,  and,  being  the  stronger  and  swifter, 
overtakes  her  soon ;  but,  alas !  his  reward  is 
nothing  but  blows  and  fierce  scratches,  and  thus 
they  keep  up  the  dangerous  and  yet  delightful 
game  of  hide  and  seek.  When  poor  Tom 
comes  home  his  nose  is  bleeding,  his  ears  are 
torn,  his  fur  is  disheveled,  and  his  whole  as- 
pect is  piteous  in  the  extreme.  But  such  is 
Man  !  He  is  happy  in  spite  of  his  ill  treatment, 
and  the  fierce  coquette  is  perfectl}^  sure  she  will 
see  him  return  ere  long  to  receive  his  reward. 

But  we  must  not  judge  hastily,  and  fancy  that 
caterwauling  is  poor  Pussy's  only  vocal  perform- 
ance. So  far  from  it,  cats'  voices  are  very  pe- 
culiar, and  so  unusually  flexible  that  many  notes 
approach  the  tones  of  the  human  voice — mys- 
terious sounds  which  made  the  cat  an  object  of 
superstitious  veneration  in  olden  "times. 

Pussy's  tastes  are  lady-like,  and  far  above 
the  vulgar  fancies  of  dogs  and  other  coarse 
creatures.  Pussy  loves  aromas  and  perfumes  ; 
she  seeks  the  sofa  where  the  patchouly  of 
a  visitor  lingers,  and  loves  to  lie  on  a  fra- 
grant handkerchief ;  she  walks  in  the  garden, 
and  enjoys  with  delight  the  sweet  odors  of  flow- 
ers. She  alone  among  animals  knows  the 
charms  and  the  punishment  of  intoxication  :  if 


she  has  indulged  in  sweet  smelling  valerian  or 
a  certain  mint  she  becomes  excited,  performs 
strange  antics  and  fantastic  gestures,  dances 
and  tosses  about,  and  raises  her  voice  in  weird, 
inharmonious  utterances.  Then  comes  the 
hour  of  repentance :  she  is  exhausted,  sick  in 
body  and  soul,  and  pays  dearly  for  the  short 
enjoyment. 

Thus  her  days  pass  away  amidst  the  strangest 
changes  known  to  animal  life  ;  to-day  in  the 
king's  palace,  to-morrow  in  the  laborer's  hut; 
at  noon  on  velvet  cushions,  petted  and  caressed 
by  fair  ladies  ;  at  midnight  on  the  cold  roof,  en- 
gaged in  fierce  fight  and  bleeding  from  grievous 
wounds.  Her  life  seems  to  be  charmed  ;  her 
skin,  not  adhering  to  the  body,  but  enve]oi)ing 
the  agile  limbs  as  with  a  loose  bag  of  thick  fur, 
protects  them  against  the  effects  of  falls  that 
would  kill  every  thing  else ;  and  her  wounds 
heal  in  a  few  days,  thanks  to  her  marvelous 
strength  and  elasticity  of  constitution.  She 
loves  to  indulge  in  the  best  that  man's  palate 
can  choose,  and  yet  she  can  hunger  and  tliirst 
beyond  the  usual  limits.  A  cat  had  slipped  by 
chance,  or  in  search  of  a  mouse,  without  being 
noticed,  into  a  bale  of  hemp  on  board  a  vessel 
which  Avas  loaded  at  St.  Petersburg.  The  ship 
sailed,  and  when  the  bale  was  opened,  four 
weeks  afterward,  in  Leith,  the  cat  was  found 
still  alive,  though  emaciated  to  a  mere  skeleton, 
and  soon  restored  to  its  normal  state.  On  the, 
battle-field  of  Sebastopol,  also,  cats  were  found 
several  days  after  the  terrible  conflict,  clinging 
to  the  knapsacks  of  their  masters,  whom  they 
had  accompanied  into  battle  and  refused  to 
leave  after  death.  They  were  likewise  mere 
skeletons,  almost  starved  to  death,  and  thus 
gave  a  noble  proof  that  cats,  in  spite  of  their 
proverbial  self-indulgence,  can  be  warmly  at- 
tached to  those  whom  they  love,  and  prove  their 
affection  by  being  faithful  unto  death. 
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FREDERICK  THE  GREAT. 


THE  BETROTHAL. 


IV.— THE  MARRIAGE  OE  THE  CROWN 
PRINCE. 

UPON  the  return  of  the  crown  prince  to  Ciis- 
trin,  after  the  marriage  of  Wilhelmina,  sev- 
eral of  the  officers  of  the  army  sent  in  a  petition 
to  the  king  that  he  would  restore  to  the  prince 
his  uniform  and  his  military  rank.  The  king 
consented,  and  made  out  his  commission  anew 
as  colonel  commandant  of  the  Goltz  regiment 
at  Ruppin.    This  was  a  small  town  about  sev- 


enty-five miles  northeast  of  Berlin.  His  com- 
mission was  signed  on  the  29th  of  February, 
1732,  he  being  then  twenty  years  of  age.  In 
this  little  hamlet,  mainly  engaged  in  the  dull 
routine  of  garrison  duties,  the  prince  passed 
most  of  his  time  for  the  next  eight  years. 

The  crown  prince  was  quite  exasperated  that 
the  English  court  would  not  listen  to  his  earn- 
est plea  for  the  marriage  of  Wilhelmina  to  the 
prince  of  Wales,  and  accept  his  vows  of  fidel- 
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ity  to  the  princess  Amelia.  The  stubborn  ad- 
hesion of  the  king  of  Enghind  to  the  declara- 
tion of  "  both  marriages  or  none"  so  annoyed 
him  that  he  banished  Amelia  from  his.  thoughts. 
In  his  reckless  way  he  affirmed  that  the  ro- 
mance of  marriage  was  all  over  with  him  ;  that 
he  cared  not  much  what  bride  was  forced  upon 
him,  provided  only  that  she  were  rich,  and  that 
she  were  not  too  scrupulous  in  religious  princi- 
ple. The  tongues  of  all  the  court  gossips  were 
busy  upon  this  theme.  Innumerable  were  the 
candidates  suggested  to  share  the  crown  of  the 
future  Prussian  king.  The  archduchess  Maria 
Theresa,  subsequently  the  renowned  empress 
of  Germany,  was  proposed  by  prince  Eugene. 
But  the  imperial  court  could  not  wed  its  Catho- 
lic heiress  to  a  Protestant  prince.  Still  the  em- 
peror, though  unwilling  to  give  his  daughter  to 
the  crown  prince,  was  anxious  for  as  close  an 
alliance  as  possible  with  Prussia,  and  recom- 
mended a  niece  of  the  empress,  the  young  prin- 
cess Elizabeth  Christina,  only  daughter  of  Fer- 
dinand, duke  of  Brunswick  Bevern,  She  was 
seventeen  years  of  age,  rather  pretty,  with  a 
fine  complexion,  not  rich,  of  religious  tastes,  and 
remarkably  quiet  and  domestic  in  her  charac- 
ter. 

The  crown  prince  did  not  fancy  this, connec- 
tion at  all.  His  first  wish  was  to  journey  about, 
through  the  courts  of  Europe,  to  select  him  a 
wife.  But  that  measure  his  father  Avould  not 
think  of.  Frederick  professed  a  willingness  to 
submit  to  marry  Anna,  princess  of  Mecklen- 
berg,  or  the  princess  of  Eisenach.  Seckendorf, 
the  embassador  of  the  emperor,  aided  by  Grum- 
kow,  who  had  been  bribed,  urged  the  marriage 
with  Elizabeth.  The  king  adopted  their  views. 
His  decision  was  like  a  decree  of  fate.  The  fol- 
lowing letter,  written  by  the  king  to  his  son, 
dated  Potsdam,  February  4,  1732,  very  clearly 
expresses  his  views : 

My  dear  Son  Fritz, — I  am  glad  you  need 
no  more  medicine.  But  yo^  must  have  a  care 
of  yourself  some  days  yet,  for  the  severe  weath- 
er gives  me  and  every  body  colds.  So  pray  be 
on  your  guard. 

"You  know,  my  dear  son,  that  when  my 
children  are  obedient  I  love  them  much.  So 
when  you  were  at  Berlin,  I  from  my  heart  for- 
gave you  every  thing;  and  from  that  Berlin 
time,  since  I  saw  you,  have  thought  of  nothing 
but  of  your  well-being,  and  how  to  establish 
you  ;  not  in  the  army  only,  but  also  with  a  right 
step-daughter,  and  so  see  you  married  in  my 
lifetime.  You  may  be  well  persuaded  I  have 
had  the  princesses  of  Germany  taken  survey  of, 
so  far  as  possible,  and  examined  by  trusty  peo- 
ple what  their  conduct  is,  their  education,  and 
so  on.  And  so  a  princess  has  been  found,  the 
eldest  one  of  Bevern,  who  is  well  brought  up, 
modest  and  retiring  as  a  woman  ought  to  be. 

"You  will  quickly  write  me  your  mind  on 
this.  I  have  purchased  the  Von  Katsch  house. 
The  field-marshal,  as  governor  of  Berlin,  will 
get  that  to  live  in.    His  government  house  I 
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will  have  made  new  for  you,  and  furnish  it  all, 
and  give  you  enough  to  keep  house  yourself 
there. 

"  The  princess  is  not  ugly  nor  beautiful.  You 
must  mention  it  to  no  mortal.  Write  indeed 
to  mamma  that  I  have  written  to  you.  And 
when  you  shall  have  a  son,  I  will  let  you  go  on 
your  travels  ;  wedding,  however,  can  not  be  be- 
fore next  winter.  Meanwhile  I  Avill  try  and 
contrive  opportunity  that  you  see  one  another 
a  few  times,  in  all  honor,  yet  so  tliat  you  get 
acquainted  with  her.  She  is  a  God-fearing 
creature,  will  suit  herself  to  you,  as  she  does  to 
the  parents-in-law. 

"God  give  his  blessing  to  it,  and  bless  you 
and  your  j)osterity,  and  keep  you  as  a  good 
Christian.  And  have  God  always  before  your 
eyes,  and  don't  believe  that  damnable  ])redesti- 
nation  tenet ;  and  be  obedient  and  faithful.  So 
shall  it  here  in  time,  and  there  in  eternity,  go 
well  with  thee.  And  whosoever  wishes  that, 
from  the  heart,  let  him  say,  Amen. 

"Your  true  father  to  the  death, 

"Friedrich  Wilhelm." 

"When  the  duke  of  Lorraine  comes  I  will 
have  thee  come.  I  think  the  bride  will  be  here 
then.    Adieu;  God  be  with  you." 

One  week  after  the  reception  of  this  letter 
the  crown  prince  Avrote  to  baron  Grumkow  in 
the  following  flippant  and  revolting  strain.  He 
probably  little  imagined  that  the  letter  was  to 
be  read  by  all  Europe  and  all  America.  But 
those  whose  paths  through  life  lead  over  the 
eminences  of  rank  and  power  can  not  conceal 
their  Avords  or  deeds  from  the  scrutiny  of  the 
world.  Grumkow,  a  very  shrewd  man,  had 
contrived  to  secure  influence  over  both  the  fa- 
ther and  the  son.  The  prince's  letter  was  dated 
Custrin,  February  11,  1732: 

"  My  dear  General  and  Friend, — I  was 
charmed  to  learn,  by  your  letter,  that  my  aftairs 
are  on  so  good  a  footing.  You  may  depend  on 
it  I  am  prepared  to  folloAv  your  advice.  I  will 
lend  myself  to  whatever  is  possible  for  me.  And, 
provided  I  can  secure  the  king's  favor  by  my 
obedience,  I  will  do  all  that  is  within  my  power. 

"  Nevertheless,  in  making  my  bargain  with 
the  duke  of  Bevern,  manage  that  my  intended 
be  brought  up  under  her  grandmotiier.^  I 
should  rather  have  a  wife  who  would  dishonor 
me  than  to  marry  a  blockhead  who  would  drive 
me  mad  by  her  awkwardness,  and  whom  I 
should  be  ashamed  to  produce. 

"  I  beg  you  labor  at  this  affair.  When  one 
hates  romantic  heroines  as  heartily  as  I  do  one 
dreads  those  timid  virtues ;  and  I  had  rather 
marry  the  greatest  profligate^  in  Berlin  than  a 
devotee  with  half  a  dozen  bigots  at  her  beck. 
If  it  were  still  possible  to  make  her  a  Calvinist ! 
But  I  doubt  that.    I  will  insist,  however,  that 

'  The  ^rraiul mother  was  a  very  gay,  fashionable  wo- 
man, entirely  devoted  to  ijleasure. 

2  The  prince  used  a  harsher  term,  which  we  can  not 
quote. 
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her  grandmother  have  the  training  of  her.  [ 
What  you  can  do  to  help  me  in  this,  my  dear  i 
friend,  I  am  persuaded  you  will  do. 

"It  afflicted  me  a  little  that  the  king  still 
has  doubts  of  me,  while  I  am  obeying  in  such 
a  matter  diametrically  opposite  to  my  own  ideas. 
In  what  way  shall  I  offer  stronger  proofs  ?  I 
may  give  myself  to  the  devil,  it  will  be  to  no 
purpose.  Nothing  but  the  old  song  over  again, 
doubt  on  doubt.  Don't  imagine  I  am  going  to 
disoblige  the  duke,  the  duchess,  or  the  daughter, 
I  beseech  you.  I  know  too  well  what  is  due 
to  them,  and  too  much  respect  their  merits, 
not  to  observe  the  strictest  rules  of  what  is 
proper,  even  if  I  hated  their  progeny  and  them 
like  the  pestilence. 

"I  hope  to  speak  to  you  with  open  heart  at 
Berlin.  You  may  think,  too,  how  I  shall  be 
embarrassed  in  having  to  act  the  lover  without 
being  it ;  and  to  feign  a  passion  for  mute  ugli- 
ness ;  for  I  have  not  much  faith  in  count  Seck- 
endorf's  taste  in  this  article.  Monsieur,  once 
more  get  this  princess  to  learn  by  heart  the 
Ecole  des  Maris  and  the  Ecole  des  Femmes. 
That  will  do  her  much  more  good  than  True 
Christianity  by  the  late  Arndt.  If,  beside, 
she  would  learn  steadiness  of  humor,  learn  mu- 
sic, become  rather  too  free  than  too  virtuous — 
ah !  then,  my  dear  general,  then  I  should  feel 
some  liking  for  her :  and  a  Colin  marrying  a 
Phillis,  the  couple  would  be  in  accordance. 
But  if  she  is  stupid,  naturally  I  renounce  the 
devil  and  her. 

"It  is  said  she  has  a  sister  who,  at  least,  has 
common-sense.  Why  take  the  eldest,  if  so? 
To  the  king  it  must  be  all  one.  There  is  also 
a  princess,  Christina  Marie,  of  Eisenach,  who 
would  be  quite  my  fit,  and  whom  I  should  like 
to  try  for.  In  fine,  I  mean  soon  to  come  into 
your  countries,  and  perhaps  will  sa}"^,  like  Caesar, 
Veni,  vidi,  vici." 

In  another  letter  to  Grumkow,  he  writes : 
"As  to  what  you  tell  me  of  the  princess  of 
Mecklenberg,  could  not  I  marry  her?  She 
would  have  a  dowry  of  two  or  three  million 
rubles.^  Only  fancy  how  I  could  live  with  that. 
I  think  that  project  might  succeed.  I  find 
none  of  these  advantages  in  the  princess  of 
Bevern,  who,  as  many  people  even  of  the  duke's 
court  say,  is  not  at  all  beautiful,  speaks  almost 
nothing,  and  is  given  to  pouting.  The  good 
empress  has  so  little  money  herself  that  the 
sums  she  could  afford  her  niece  would  be  very 
moderate." 

Again,  on  the  19th  of  February,  1732,  the 
crown  prince  WTOte  from  Ciistrin  to  baron 
Grumkow.  Erom  his  letter  we  make  the  fol- 
lowing extracts : 

"  Judge,  my  dear  general,  if  I  have  been 
much  charmed  with  the  description  you  give 
of  the  abominable  object  of  my  desires.  For 
the  love  of  God  disabuse  the  king  in  regard  to 
her.  Let  him  remember  that  fools  are  com- 
monly the  most  obstinate  of  creatures.  Let 


1  A  ruble  was  about  eight^'-five  cents  of  our  money. 


the  king  remember  that  it  is  not  for  himself 
that  he  is  marrying  me,  but  €or  niys,e\{.  Nay, 
he  too  will  have  a  thousand  chagrins  to  see 
two  persons  hating  one  another,  and  the  most 
miserable  marriage  in  the  world  ;  to  hear  their  ■ 
mutual  complaints,  which  Avill  be  to  him  so 
many  reproaches  for  having  fashioned  the  in- 
strument of  our  yoke.  As  a  good  Christian 
let  him  consider  if  it  is  well  done  to  wish  to 
force  people,  to  cause  divorces,  and  to  be  the 
occasion  of  all  the  sins  that  an  ill-assorted  mar- 
riage leads  us  to  commit.  I  am  determined 
to  front  every  thing  in  the  world  sooner.  Since 
things  are  so,  you  ma}^  in  some  good  way,  ap- 
prise the  duke  of  Bevern  that,  happen  what 
may,  I  never  will  have  her. 

"I  have  been  unhappy  all  my  life,  and  I 
think  it  is  my  destiny  to  continue  so.  One 
must  be  patient,  and  take  the  time  as  it  comes. 
Perhaps  a  sudden  tract  of  good  fortune,  on  the 
back  of  all  the  chagrins  I  have  encountered 
since  I  entered  this  world,  would  have  made 
me  too  proud.  I  have  suftered  sufficiently,  and 
I  will  not  engage  myself  to  extend  my  miseries 
into  future  times.  I  have  still  resources.  A 
pistol-shot  can  deliver  me  from  my  sorrows  and 
my  life ;  and  I  think  a  merciful  God  would  not 
damn  me  for  that ;  but  taking  pity  on  me  would, 
in  exchange  for  a  life  of  wretchedness,  grant 
me  salvation.  This  is  whitherward  despair  can 
lead  a  young  person  whose  blood  is  not  so  quies- 
cent as  if  he  were  seventy. 

"I  have  received  a  letter  from  the  king,  all 
agog  about  the  princess.  When  his  first  fire 
of  approbation  is  spent,  you  might,  praising 
her  all  the  while,  lead  him  to  notice  her  faults. 
Mon  dieu,  has  he  not  already  seen  what  an  ill- 
assorted  marriage  comes  to — ray  sister  of  An- 
spach  and  her  husband,  Avho  hate  one  another 
like  the  fire?  He  has  a  thousand  vexatious 
from  it  every  day. 

"And  what  aim  has  the  king?  If  it  is  to 
assure  himself  of  me,  that  is  not  the  Avay.  Mad- 
am of  Eisenach  might  do  it.  But  a  fool  not. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  morally  impossible  to 
love  the  cause  of  our  misery.  The  king  is  rea- 
sonable, and,  I  am  persuaded,  he  will  under- 
stand this  himself." 

To  his  sister,  Fritz  wrote,  about  the  same 
time,  in  a  more  subdued  strain,  referring  sim- 
ply to  his  recent  life  in  Ciistrin  :  "Thus  far  my 
lot  has  been  a  tolerably  happy  one.  I  have 
lived  quietly  in  the  garrison.  My  flute,  my 
books,  and  a  few  affectionate  friends  have 
made  my  Avay  of  life  there  sufficiently  agreea- 
ble. They  now  want  to  force  me  to  abandon 
all  this  in  order  to  marry  me  to  the  princess  of 
Bevern,  whom  I  do  not  know.  Must  one  al- 
ways be  tyrannized  over  without  any  hope  of  a 
change  ?  Still,  if  my  dear  sister  were  only  here, 
I  should  endure  all  with  patience." 

Queen  Sophie,  who  still  clung  pertinaciously 
to  the  idea  of  the  English  match,  was,  of  course, 
bitterly  hostile  to  the  nuptial  alliance  with  Eliz- 
abeth. Indeed,  the  queen  still  adhered  to  the 
idea  of  the  double  English  marriage,  and  ex- 


FREDERICK 


haiisted  all  the  arts  of  diplomacy  and  intrigue 
in  the  endeavor  to  secure  the  princess  Amelia 
for  the  crown  prince,  and  to  unite  the  prince 
of  Wales  to  a  younger  sister  of  Wilhelmina. 
Very  naturally  she  cherished  feelings  of  strong 
antipathy  toward  Elizabeth,  who  seemed  to  be 
the  cause,  though  the  innocent  cause,  of  the 
frustration  of  her  plans.  She  consequently 
spoke  of  the  princess  in  the  most  contemptuous 
manner,  and  did  every  thing  in  her  power  to 
induce  her  son  to  regard  her  with  repugnance. 
But  nothing  could  change  the  inexorable  will 
of  the  king.  Early  in  March  the  doomed  prin- 
cess Elizabeth,  a  beautiful,  artless  child  of  sev- 
enteen years,  who  had  seen  but  little  of  society, 
and  was  frightened  in  view  of  the  scenes  before 
her,  was  brought  to  Berlin  to  be  betrothed  to 
the  crown  prince,  whom  she  had  never  seen, 
of  whom  she  could  not  have  heard  any  very 
favorable  reports,  and  from  whom  she  had 
never  received  one  word  of  tenderness.  The 
wreck  of  happiness  of  this  young  princess, 
which  was  borne  so  meekly  and  uncomplain- 
ingly, is  one  of  the  saddest  which  history  re- 
cords. Just  before  her  arrival,  Fritz  wrote  to 
his  sister  as  follows.  The  letter  was  dated  Ber- 
lin, March  6,  1732: 

'  ]\Iy  dearest  Sister, — Next  Monday  comes 
my  betrothal,  which  will  be  done  just  as  yours 
was.  The  person  in  question  is  neither  beau- 
tiful nor  ugly ;  not  Avanting  in  sense,  but  very 
ill  brought  up,  timid,  and  totally  behind  in 
fashionable  address.  That  is  the  candid  por- 
trait of  the  princess.  You  may  judge  by  that, 
my  dearest  sister,  if  I  find  her  to  my  taste  or 
not. 

"  You  never  can  believe,  my  adorable  sister, 
how  concerned  I  am  about  your  happiness. 
All  my  wishes  centre  there,  and  every  moment 
of  my  life  I  form  such  wishes.  You  may  see 
by  this  that  I  preserve  still  that  sincere  friend- 
ship which  has  united  our  hearts  from  our  ten- 
derest  years.  Recognize  at  least,  my  dear  sis- 
ter, that  you  did  me  a  sensible  wrong  when 
you  suspected  me  of  fickleness  toward  you,  and 
believed  false  reports  of  my  listening  to  tale- 
bearers— me,  who  love  only  you,  and  whom 
neither  absence  nor  lying  rumors  could  change 
in  respect  of  you.  At  least,  don't  again  believe 
such  things  on  my  score,  and  never  mistrust  me 
till  you  have  had  clear  proof,  or  till  God  has 
forsaken  me,  or  1  have  lost  my  wits. 

"  Your  most  humble  brother  and  servant, 

Frederick." 

The  betrothal  took  place  in  the  Berlin  palace, 
on  Monday  evening,  March  10,  1732.  Many 
distinguished  guests  from  foreign  courts  were 
present.  The  palace  was  brilliantly  illumin- 
ated. The  duke  and  duchess  of  Bevern,  with 
their  son,  had  accompanied  their  daughter 
Elizabeth  to  Berlin.  The  youthful  pair,  who 
were  now  to  be  betrothed  only,  not  married, 
stood  in  the  centre  of  the  grand  saloon,  sur- 
rounded by  the  brilliant  assemblage.  With 


THE  GREAT.  493 


punctilious  observance  of  court  etiquette,  they 
exchanged  rings,  and  plighted  their  mutual 
faith.  The  old  king  embraced  the  bride  ten- 
derly. The  queen-mother,  hoping  that  the 
marriage  would  never  take  place,  saluted  her 
with  repulsive  coldness.  And,  worst  of  all,  the 
prince  himself  scarcely  treated  her  with  civil- 
ity. The  sufferings  of  this  lovely  princess  must 
have  been  terrible.  The  testimony  to  her 
beauty,  her  virtues,  her  amiable  character,  is 
uncontradicted.  The  following  well-merited 
tribute  to  her  worth  is  from  the  pen  of  Lord 
Dover : 

"Elizabeth  Christina,  who  became  the  wife 
of  Frederick  the  Great,  was  a  princess  adorned 
with  all  the  virtues  which  most  dignify  human 
nature  ;  religious,  benevolent,  charitable,  affec- 
tionate, of  the  strictest  and  most  irreproachable 
conduct  herself,  yet  indulgent  and  forgiving 
for  the  faults  of  others.  Her  whole  life  was 
passed  in  fulfilling  the  circle  of  her  duties,  and, 
above  all,  in  striving  without  ceasing  to  act  in 
the  way  she  thought  would  be  most  pleasing  to 
her  husband,  whom  she  respected,  admired, 
and  even  loved,  in  spite  of  his  constant  neglect 
of  her." 

Baron  Bielfeld,  a  member  of  the  court,  thus 
describes  her  personal  appearance :  "  Her  royal 
highness  is  tall  of  stature,  and  her  figure  is 
perfect.  Never  have  I  seen  a  more  regular 
shape  in  all  its  proportions.  Her  neck,  her 
hands,  and  her  feet  might  serve  as  models  to 
the  painter.  Her  hair,  which  I  have  particu- 
larly admired,  is  of  a  most  beautiful  flaxen, 
but  somewhat  inclining  to  white,  and  shines, 
Avhen  not  powdered,  like  rows  of  pearls.  Her 
complexion  is  remarkably  fine ;  and  in  her 
large  blue  eyes  vivacity  and  SAveetness  are  so 
happily  blended  as  to  make  them  perfectly 
animated. 

•'The  princess  has  an  open  countenance; 
her  eyebrows  are  neat  and  regular ;  her  nose  is 
small  and  angular,  but  very  elegantly  defined  ; 
ajid  her  coral  lips  and  well-turned  neck  are 
equally  admirable.  Goodness  is  strongly  mark- 
ed in  her  countenance  ;  and  we  may  say,  from 
her  whole  figure,  that  the  Graces  have  exerted 
themselves  in  forming  a  great  princess.  Her 
highness  talks  but  little,  especially  at  table ; 
but  all  she  says  is  sterling  sense.  She  appears 
to  have  an  uncommon  genius,  which  she  orna- 
ments by  the  continual  study  of  the  best  French 
authors." 

The  reception  of  the  princess  was  so  cruel, 
by  queen  Sophie  and  her  yotmger  daughter 
Charlotte,  that  the  inexperienced  maiden  of 
but  seventeen  summers  must  have  been  per- 
fectly wretched.  But  she  could  only  bear  her 
anguish  in  silence.  There  was  nothing  for  her 
to  say,  and  nothing  for  her  to  do.  Slie  was 
led,  by  resistless  powers,  a  victim  to  the  sacri- 
fice. 

About  three  weeks  after  this  sad  betrothal, 
Fritz  wrote  to  his  sister  Wilhelmina,  under 
date  of  Berlin,  March  24,  1732,  as  follows  : 

"God  be  praised,  my  dearest  sister,  that  you 
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are  better.  Nobody  can  love  you  more  ten- 
derly than  I  do.  As  to  the  princess  of  Bevern, 
the  queen  bids  me  answer  that  you  need  not 
style  her  'Highness,'  but  that  you  may  write 
to  her  quite  as  to  an  indifferent  princess.  As 
to  'kissing  the  hands,'  I  assure  you  I  have  not 
kissed  them  nor  will  kiss  them.  They  are  not 
pretty  enough  to  tempt  me  that  way. 

"Believe,  my  charming  sister,  that  never 
brother  in  the  world  loved  with  such  tender- 
ness a  sister  so  charming  as  mine." 

The  betrothed  princess,  bewildered,  wound- 
ed, heart-broken,  returned  with  her  parents  to 
her  home,  there  to  await  the  consummation  of 
her  sacrifice  by  being  married  to  a  man  who 
had  never  addressed  to  her  a  loving  word,  and 
who,  in  his  heart,  had  resolved  never  to  receive 
her  as  his  wife.  The  crown  prince,  unfeeling 
and  reckless,  returned  to  his  dissolute  life  in 
garrison  at  Ruppin.  The  queen  continued  an 
active  correspondence  with  England,  still  hoping 
to  break  the  engagement  of  her  son  with  Eliza- 
beth, and  to  secure  for  him  the  princess  Amelia. 

Ruppin,  where  the  crown  prince  continued 
to  reside  for  several  years,  was  a  small,  dull 
town  of  about  two  thousand  inhabitants.  The 
only  life  it  exhibited  was  found  in  the  music 
and  drillings  of  the  garrison.  The  only  import- 
ant event  in  its  history  was  the  removal  of  the 
crown  prince  there.  Of  what  is  called  society 
there  was  none.  The  hamlet  was  situated  in 
the  midst  of  a  flat,  marshy  country,  most  of  it 
quite  uncultivated.  The  region  abounded  in 
peat  bogs  and  dark,  still  lakes,  well  stocked 
with  fish. 

A  comfortable  house,  with  garden  and  sum- 
mer-house, was  provided  for  the  crown  prince. 
He  occasionally  gave  a  dinner-party  to  his  broth- 
er officers  ;  and  from  the  summer-house  rockets 
were  thrown  into  the  sky,  to  the  great  gratifica- 
tion of  the  rustic  peasantry. 

Both  father  and  son  had  become  by  this  time 
fully  satisfied  that  their  tastes  and  characters 
were  so  difterent  that  it  was  not  best  for  them 
to  live  near  each  other.  The  prince  spent 
much  of  his  time  with  his  flute.  He  also  en- 
gaged in  quite  a  wide  range  of  reading  to  oc- 
cupy the  listless  hours.  Works  of  the  most 
elevated  and  instructive  character  especially 
interested  him ;  such  as  history,  biography, 
moral  and  intellectual  philosophy,  and  polite 
literature  in  its  higher  branches  of  poetry  and 
the  drama.  "  What  mankind  have  done  and 
been  in  this  world,"  writes  Carlyle,  "and  what 
the  wisest  men,  poetical  or  other,  have  thought 
about  mankind  and  their  world,  this  is  Avhat  he 
evidently  had  the  appetite  for — appetite  insa- 
tiable, which  lasted  him  to  the  very  end  of  his 
days." 

It  is  unquestionable  that  the  mental  disci- 
pline acquired  by  this  elevated  course  of  read- 
ing, to  which  he  consecrated  so  diligently  his 
hours,  prepared  him  for  the  wonderful  career 
upon  which  he  soon  entered,  and  enabled  him 
to  act  with  efficiency  which  filled  Europe  with 
his  renown. 


It  appears,  moreover,  that  Fritz  devoted  him- 
self very  assiduously  to  his  military  duties,  earn- 
estly studying  the  art  of  war,  and  making  him- 
self familiar  with  the  achievements  of  the  most 
renowned  commanders.  His  frugal  father  al- 
lowed him  but  a  very  meagre  income  for  a 
prince — not  above  four  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  a  year.  With  this  sum  it  was  scarcely 
possible  to  keep  up  even  the  appearance  of 
such  an  establishment  as  beloi.;:ed  to  his  rank. 
Such  glimpses  as  we  get  of  his  moral  and  so- 
cial developments  during  this  period  are  not 
favorable.  He  paid  no  respect  to  the  claims 
of  religion,  and  was  prone  to  revile  Christiani- 
ty and  its  advocates.  He  was  particularly  an- 
noyed if  the  chaplain  uttered,  in  his  sermons, 
any  sentiments  which  the  prince  thought  had  a 
bearing  against  the  sensual  indulgences  and 
the  wild  amusements  of  himself  and  his  com- 
panions. On  one  occasion  the  chaplain  said, 
in  his  sermon  :  "  There  was  Hei-od,  who  had 
Herodias  to  dance  before  him,  and  he  gave  her 
John  the  Baptist's  head  for  her  pains." 

The  prince  assumed  to  make  a  personal  appli- 
cation of  this.  Herod  meant  the  crown  prince  ; 
Herodias,  his  boon  companions  ;  and  John  the 
Baptist  was  the  chaplain.  To  punish  the  of- 
fender, the  prince,  with  several  brother  officers, 
went  at  night,  smashed  the  windows  of  the 
.chaplain,  and  threw  in  a  shower  of  fire-crack- 
ers upon  him  and  his  wife,  who  was  in  delicate 
health,  driving  them  in  dismay  out  into  the 
stable-yard.  The  stern  old  king  was  very  in- 
dignant at  this  conduct.  Grumkow  affirms, 
we  hope  falselj-,  that  the  prince  thrcAv  the 
whole  charge  upon  his  associate  officers,  and 
that  they  were  punished  for  the  deed,  while  he 
escaped. 

Thus  the  summer  of  1732  passed  away.  In 
November  W^ilhelmina  returned  from  Baireuth 
to  Berlin  on  a  visit.  She  remained  at  home 
for  ten  months,  leaving  her  babe,  Frederica,  at 
Baireuth.  There  must  have  been  some  urgent 
reason  to  have  induced  her  to  make  this  long 
visit,  for  her  reception,  by  both  father  and  mo- 
ther, was  far  from  cordial.  Neither  of  them 
had  been  reall}"  in  favor  of  the  match  with  the 
young  prospective  margraf  of  Baireuth,  but 
had  yielded  to  it  from  the  force  of  circum- 
stances. The  journey  to  Berlin  was  long  and 
cold.  Her  mother  greeted  her  child  with  the 
words:  "What  do  you  want  here?  What  is 
a  mendicant  like  you  come  hither  for?"  The 
next  day  her  father,  who  had  been  upon  a  jour- 
ney, came  home.  His  daughter  had  been  ab- 
sent for  two  years.  And  yet  this  strange  fa- 
ther addressed  her  in  the  following  cruel  and 
sarcastic  words : 

"Ah  !  here  you  are.  I  am  glad  to  see  you." 
Then,  taking  a  light,  he  carefully  examined  her 
from  head  to  foot.  After  a  moment's  silence 
he  added,  "How  changed  you  are!  I  am 
sorry  for  you,  on  my  word.  You  have  not 
bread  to  eat,  and  but  for  me  you  might  go 
a-begging.  I  am  a  poor  man  myself ;  not  able 
to  give  you  much ;  will  do  what  I  can.    I  will 
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give  you  now  and  then  twenty  or  thirty  shil- 
lings as  my  affairs  permit.  It  will  always  be 
something  to  assuage  your  want.  And  you, 
Madam,"  turning  to  the  queen,  "will  some- 
times give  her  an  old  ^ress,  for  the  poor  child 
hasn't  a  shift  to  her  back." 

This  merciless  banter  from  her  parents  cut 
the  unhappy  princess  to  the  heart.  With  the 
utmost  difficulty  she  refrained  from  bursting 
into  convulsive  crying.  Her  husband  seems  to 
have  been  a  kind  man,  inspired  with  true  and 
tender  affection  for  his  wife.,  But  much  of  the 
time  he  was  necessarily  absent  on  regimental 
duty.  The  old  marquis  of  Baireuth,  her  hus- 
band's father,  was  penurious,  irascible,  and 
an  inebriate.  Wilhelmina  often  suffered  for  the 
necessaries  of  life.  There  seemed  to  be  no 
refuge  for  her.  The  home  of  her  step-parents 
was  unendurable,  and  the  home  of  her  child- 
hood was  still  more  so.  Few  and  far  between 
must  have  been  the  joys  which  visited  her 
crushed  heart. 

A  few  days  after  her  arrival  at  Berlin,  Fritz, 
on  short  leave  of  absence,  ran  over  from  Rnp- 
pin,  and  had  a  brief  interview  with  his  sister, 
whom  he  had  not  seen  since  her  marriage.  The 
royal  family  supped  together,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  king,  who  was  absent.  At  the  ta- 
ble the  conversation  turned  upon  the  future 
princess  royal,  Elizabeth.  The  queen  said, 
addressing  Wilhelmina,  and  fixing  her  eyes  on 
Fritz : 

"Your  brother  is  in  despair  at  the  idea  of 
marrying  her.  And  he  is  not  wrong.  She  is 
an  actual  fool.  She  can  only  answer  whatever 
is  said  to  her  by  yes  or  no,  accompanied  by  a 
silly  laugh,  which  is  painful  to  hear." 

Charlotte  added,  in  terms  still  more  bitter 
and  unpardonable,  "Your  majesty  is  not  yet 
aware  of  all  her  merit.  I  was  one  morning  at 
her  toilet.  I  remarked  that  she  is  deformed. 
Her  gown  is  stuffed  on  one  side,  and  she  has 
one  hip  higher  than  the  other,"  The  cruel  girl 
even  went  so  far  as  to  accuse  the  princess  of 
suffering  from  loathsome  ulcers.  This  dis- 
course was  uttered  in  a  loud  voice,  in  presence 
of  the  domestics.  Fritz  was  evidently  greatly 
annoyed,  and  blushed  deeply,  but  said  nothing. 
Immediately  after  supper  he  retired.  Wilhel- 
mina soon  followed  him,  and  they  met  again 
privately  in  Wilhelmina's  room.  The  princess 
asked  her  brother  how  he  M'as  now  getting 
along  with  his  father.    He  rei)lied  : 

' '  My  situation  changes  every  moment.  Some- 
times I  am  in  favor ;  sometimes  in  disgrace. 
My  chief  happiness  consists  in  my  being  ab- 
sent from  him.  I  lead  a  quiet  and  tranquil 
life  with  my  regiment  at  Ruppin.  Study  and 
music  are  my  principal  occupations.  I  have  i 
built  me  a  house  there,  and  laid  out  a  garden 
where  I  can  read  and  walk  about." 

"Then,"  writes  Wilhelmina,  "as  to  his  bride, 
I  begged  him  to  tell  me  candidly  if  the  portrait 
the  queen  and  my  sister  had  been  making  of 
her  were  the  true  one." 

"We  are  alone,"  Fritz  replied,  "and  I  will  , 


conceal  nothing  from  you.  The  queen,  by  her 
miserable  intrigues,  has  been  the  source  of  our 
misfortunes.  Scarcely  were  you  gone  when 
she  began  again  with  England.  She  Avished  to 
substitute  our  sister  Charlotte  for  you,  and  to 
contrive  her  marriage  with  the  ])rince  of  Wales. 

"  You  may  easily  imagine  that  she  used  ev- 
ery endeavor  for  the  success  of  her  plan,  and 
also  to  marry  me  to  the  English  princess  Ame- 
lia. The  king  was  informed  of  this  design 
from  its  commencement.  He  was  much  net- 
tled at  these  fresh  intrigues,  which  have  caused 
many  quarrels  between  the  queen  and  him. 
Seckendorf  finally  took  part  in  the  affair,  and 
counseled  the  king  to  make  an  end  of  all  these 
plans  by  concluding  my  marriage  with  the 
princess  of  Bevern. 

"The  queen  can  not  console  lierself  for  this 
reverse.  She  vents  her  despair  in  the  abuse 
of  that  poor  princess.  She  Avanted  me  to  re- 
fuse the  marriage  decidedly,  and  told  me  that 
she  should  not  mind  my  quarreling  again  with 
the  king  provided  I  would  only  show  firmness ; 
in  which  case  she  would  be  well  able  to  support 
me.  I  would  not  follow  her  advice,  and  de- 
clared to  her  plainly  that  I  did  not  choose  to 
incur  the  displeasure  of  my  father,  which  had 
already  caused  me  so  much  suffering. 

"With  regard  to  the  princess  herself,  I  do 
not  dislike  her  as  much  as  I  pretend.  1  affect 
not  to  be  able  to  bear  her,  in  order  to  make  the 
more  merit  of  my  obedience  to  the  king.  She 
is  pretty — a  complexion  of  lily  and  rose.  Her 
features  are  delicate,  and  her  whole  face  is  that 
of  a  beautiful  person.  She  has  no  breeding, 
and  dresses  ill.  But  I  flatter  myself  that  when 
she  comes  here  you  Avill  have  the  goodness  to 
assist  in  forming  her.  I  recommend  her  to 
you,  my  dear  sister ;  and  I  hope  you  will  take 
her  under  your  })rotection." 

On  Monday,  the  8th  of  June,  1733,  the  crown 
prince  left  Ruppin,  and,  joining  his  father  and 
mother,  set  out,  with  a  suitable  retinue,  for  the 
ducal  palace  of  Salzdahlum,  in  Brunswick,  where 
the  marriage  ceremony  was  to  be  solemnized. 
Fritz  was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  Elizabeth 
was  not  quite  eighteen.  The  wedding  took 
place  at  noon  of  Friday,  the  12th,  in  the  beau- 
tiful chapel  of  the  palace,  with  the  usual  display 
of  splendor  and  rejoicing.  The  mansion,  situ- 
ated a  few  miles  from  Wolfenbiittal,  was  re- 
nowned for  its  gardens  and  ])icture-galleries, 
and  was  considered  one  of  the  finest  in  Europe. 

The  ceremony  was  performed  by  the  Rever- 
end Johann  Lorenz  Mosheim,  favorably  known 
throughout  Christendom  for  his  treatise  upon 
Ecclesiastical  History.  Immediately  after  the 
nuptial  benediction  had  been  pronounced  Fritz 
wrote  as  follows  to  Wilhelmina : 

"  Sat.zdaiilum,  Noon,  June  12,  1733. 
"My  dear  SiSTEK,  —  A  minute  since  the 
whole  ceremony  was  finished.  God  be  praised, 
it  is  over.  I  hope  you  will  take  it  as  a  mark 
of  my  friendship  that  I  give  you  the  first  news 
of  it.    I  hope  that  I  shall  have  the  honor  to  see 
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you  again  soon,  and  to  assure  you,  my  dear  sis- 
ter, that  I  am  wholly  yours.  I  write  in  great 
haste,  and  add  nothing  that  is  merely  formal. 
Adieu.  Frederick." 

The  queen  behaved  very  unamiably,  "plunged 
in  black  melancholy,"  and  treating  her  new 
daughter-in-law  Avith  great  contempt.  There 
have  been  many  sad  weddings,  but  this  was 
surely  one  of  the  saddest.  Frederick  had  often 
declared  that  he  never  would  receive  the  prin- 
cess as  his  wife.  In  the  evening,  just  after  the 
newly-married  couple  had  retired  to  their  room, 
through  the  arrangement  of  the  prince,  a  false 
alarm  of  fire  was  raised  by  some  of  his  friends. 
This  furnished  him  with  the  opportunity  to  rush 
from  the  apartment.  He  did  not  return.  Ever 
after  he  saw  the  princess  but  unfrequently, 
treating  her  with  cold  politeness  when  they  met, 
though  on  public  occasions  giving  her,  Avith  all 
external  forms  of  civility,  the  position  of  honor 
to  which,  as  his  wedded  wife,  she  was  entitled. 

It  was  apparently  easy  for  the  crown  prince 
to  relinquish  Amelia.  But  the  English  princess, 
being  very  unhappy  at  home,  had  fixed  her  af- 
fections upon  Frederick  with  the  most  romantic 
tenderness.  In  beauty  of  person,  in  chivalric 
reputation,  in  exalted  rank,  he  was  every  thiflg 
an  imaginative  maiden  coidd  have  desired. 
She  regarded  him  probably  as,  in  heart,  true  to 
her.  He  had  often  sent  his  protestations  to  the 
English  court  that  he  would  never  marry  any 
one  but  Amelia.  Though  the  marriage  cere- 
mony had  been  performed  with  Elizabeth,  he 
recognized  only  its  legal  tie.  Poor  Amelia  was 
heart-crushed.  Earth  had  no  longer  any  joys 
for  her.  She  never  married,  but  wore  the  min- 
iature of  the  prince  upon  her  breast  for  the  rest 
of  her  days.  We  have  no  record  of  the  weary 
years  during  which  grief  was  consuming  her 
life.  Her  eyelids  became  permanently  swollen 
with  weeping.  And  when,  at  the  age  of  sixty, 
she  died,  the  miniature  of  the  crown  prince  was 
still  found  resting  upon  her  true  and  faithful 
heart.  Amelia  and  Elizabeth  ;  how  sad  their 
fate !  Through  no  fault  of  their  own,  earth 
was  to  them  both  truly  a  vale  of  tears.  The 
only  relief  from  the  contemplation  of  the  terri- 
ble tragedies  of  earth  is  found  in  the  hope  that 
the  sufferers  may  find  compensation  in  a  heav- 
enly home. 

On  Tuesday,  the  16th,  the  king  and  queen 
of  Prussia  left  Salzdahlum  to  return  to  Pots- 
dam. At  the  close  of  the  week  the  crown 
prince  and  his  bride,  escorted  by  a  brilliant  ret- 
inue of  Brunswick  notabilities,  set  out  on  their 
return.  In  most  of  the  intervening  towns  they 
were  received  with  great  pomp.  On  the  27th, 
the  last  day  of  the  next  week,  the  bridal  pair 
had  a  grand  entrance  into  Berlin.  The  troops 
were  all  out  upon  parade.  The  clang  of  bells, 
the  roar  of  cannon,  and  peals  of  martial  music 
filled  the  air.  All  the  inhabitants  of  Berlin 
and  the  surrounding  region  were  in  the  streets, 
which  were  spanned  by  triumphal  arches  and 
garlanded  with  flowers.     Gladly  M'ould  "  the 


princess  have  exchanged  all  this  for  one  loving 
word  from  her  husband.  But  that  word  was 
not  uttered.  Two  days  before  the  grand  re- 
ception at  Berlin  the  princess  arrived  at  Pots- 
dam. Here  Wilhelmin^^,  for  the  first  time,  met 
her  cruelly-wronged  and  heart-crushed  sister-in- 
law.  In  the  following  terms  she  describes  the 
interview : 

"  The  king  led  the  princess  into  the  queen's 
apartment.  Then  seeing,  after  she  had  saluted 
us  all,  that  she  was  much  heated  and  her  hair 
deranged,  he  bade  my  brother  take  her  to  her 
own  room.  I  followed  them  thither.  My 
brother  said  to  her,  introducing  me  : 

"  '  This  is  a  sister  I  adore,  and  to  whom  I  am 
obliged  beyond  measure.  She  has  the  good- 
ness to  promise  me  that  she  will  take  care  of 
you  and  help  you  with  her  good  counsel.  I 
wish  you  to  respect  her  beyond  even  the  king 
and  queen,  and  not  to  take  the  least  step  with- 
out her  advice.    Do  you  understand  ?' 

"  I  embraced  the  princess  royal,"  Wilhelmina 
continues,  "and  gave  her  every  assurance  of 
my  attachment.  But  she  remained  like  a  statue, 
not  answering  a  word.  Her  people  not  being 
come,  I  arranged  her  hair  and  readjusted  her 
dress  a  little,  without  the  least  sign  of  thanks 
or  any  answer  to  all  my  caressings.  My  broth- 
er got  impatient  at  last,  and  said,  aloud  : 

'  Devil's  in  the  blockhead !  Thank  my  sis- 
ter, then  ?' 

"She  made  me  a  courtesy  on  the  model  of 
that  of  Agnes  in  the  Ecole  des  Femmes.  I  took 
her  back  to  the  queen's  apartment,  little  edified 
by  such  a  display  of  talent." 

It  is  probable  that  the  princess,  in  the  strange- 
ness of  her  position,  very  young  and  inexperi- 
enced, and  insulted  by  cruel  neglect,  in  the 
freshness  of  her  great  grief  dared  not  attempt 
to  utter  a  syllable,  lest  her  voice  should  break 
in  uncontrollable  sobbings.  The  crown  prince 
returned  to  Ruppin,  leaving  the  princess  at  Ber- 
lin. Charles,  the  heir-apparent  to  the  ducal 
crown  of  Brunswick,  and  brother  of  the  princess 
Elizabeth,  about  a  week  after  the  arrival  of  the 
princess  in  Berlin,  was  married  to  Fritz's  sister 
Charlotte — that  same  wicked  Charlotte  who  had 
flirted  with  Wilhelmina's  intended,  and  who  had 
so  shamelessly  slandered  the  betrothed  of  her 
brother.  Several  fetes  followed  these  marriages, 
with  the  usual  concomitants  of  enjoyment  and 
disappointment.  Wilhelmina  thus  describes  one 
of  them  : 

"  The  next  day  there  was  a  great  promenade. 
We  were  all  in  phaetons,  dressed  out  in  our 
best.  All  the  nobility  followed  in  carriages, 
of  which  there  Avere  eighty-five.  The  king,  in 
a  Berline,  led  the  procession.  He  had  before- 
hand ordered  the  round  we  Avere  to  take,  and 
very  soon  fell  asleep.  There  came  on  a  tre^ 
mendous  storm  of  Avind  and  rain,  in  spite  of 
Avhich  Ave  continued  our  procession  at  a  foot's 
pace.  It  may  easily  be  imagined  Avhat  state 
Ave  Avere  in.  We  Avere  as  Avet  as  if  we  had  been 
in  the  river.  Our  hair  hung  about  our  ears, 
and  our  gowns  and  head-dresses  Avere  destroy- 
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ed.  We  got  out  at  last,  after  three  hours'  rain, 
at  Monbijou,  where  there  was  to  be  a  great  iUu- 
mination  and  ball.  I  never  saw  any  thing  so 
comical  as  all  these  ladies,  looking  like  so  many 
Xantippes,  with  their  dresses  sticking  to  their 
persons.  We  could  not  even  dry  ourselves, 
and  were  obliged  to  remain  all  the  evening  in 
our  wet  clothes." 

About  six  miles  from  Ruppin  there  was  the 
village  of  Reinsberg,  containing  about  one  thou- 
sand inhabitants,  clustered  around  an  ancient, 
dilapidated  castle.  Frederick  was  with  his 
regiment  in  Ru])pin.  The  princess  royal,  his 
wife,  resided  in  Berlin.  There  was  an  osten- 
sible reason  for  this  separation,  in  the  fact  that 
there  was  no  suitable  mansion  for  the  royal 
couple  at  Ruppin.  The  castle,  with  its  extens- 
ive grounds,  belonged  to  a  French  refugee.  The 
king  purchased  it,  and  assigned  it  to  his  son. 
As  the  whole  estate  was  in  a  condition  of  ex- 
treme dilapidation,  Frederick  immediately  com- 
menced improvements  and  repairs.  The  build- 
ing, the  gardens,  the  forests,  and  the  surround- 
ing lands  rapidly  assumed  a  new  aspect,  until 
Reinsberg  became  one  of  the  most  attractive 
spots  in  Europe. 

The  situation  of  the  castle  was  admirable. 
A  beautiful  sheet  of  water  bathed  its  Avails  on 
one  side,  while  a  dense  forest  of  oaks  and  beech- 
es rose  like  an  amphitheatre  upon  the  other. 
The  whole  edifice  assumed  the  form  of  a  square, 
with  two  towers  connected  by  a  double  colon- 
nade, richly  ornamented  with  vases  and  statu- 
ary. Over  the  majestic  portal  was  inscribed  the 
motto,  Frederico,  tranquillitatem  colenti.^  The 
interior  of  the  palace,  in  the  magnitude  and  ar- 
rangement of  the  apartments,  their  decoration 
and  furniture,  was  still  more  imposing  than  the 
exterior.  The  grand  saloon  was  a  superb  hall, 
the  walls  lined  with  mirrors  and  costly  marbles, 
and  the  ceiling  painted  by  the  most  accom- 
plished artists  of  the  day.  The  garden,  with 
its  avenues  and  bowers  and  labyrinth  of  bloom, 
extended  the  whole  length  of  the  lake,  upon 
whose  waters  two  beautififl  barges  floated,  ever 
ready,  under  the  impulse  of  sails  or  oars,  to  con- 
vey parties  on  excursions  of  pleasure. 

This  immense  building  presented  a  front  of 
nearly  a  thousand  feet ;  for,  being  in  a  quad- 
rangular form,  it  fronted  four  ways.  It  was  all 
faced  with  hammered  stone.  In  one  of  the  tow- 
ers this  bachelor  husband  constructed  his  libra- 
ry. It  was  a  magnificent  apartment,  provided 
with  every  convenience,  and  decorated  with  the 
most  tasteful  adornments  which  the  arts  could 
furnish.  Its  windows  commanded  an  enchant- 
ing prospect  of  the  lake,  with  its  tufred  islands 
and  the  densely  wooded  heights  beyond. 

The  apartments  prepared  for  the  princess 
royal  were  also  very  magnificent.  Her  ])arlor 
was  twenty  feet  high.  It  had  six  windows, 
three  opening  in  the  main  front  toward  the 
town,  and  the  other  three  opening  toward  the 
interior  court.    The  spaces  between  the  win- 
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dows  were  covered  with  immense  mirrors,  so 
arranged  as  to  display  the  ceiling,  beautifully 
l)ainted  by  one  of  the  finest  artists  of  the  day. 
The  artist  had  s])read  liis  colors  with  such  deli- 
cacy and  skill,  so  exquisitely  blending  light  and 
shade,  that  the  illusion  was  almost  perfect.  The 
s])ectator  felt  that  the  real  sky,  with  its  fleecy 
clouds  and  infinite  depth  of  blue,  overarched 
him. 

Three  years  were  occupied  in  enlarging  and 
decorating  this  palace.  In  the  mean  time  the 
princess  Elizabeth  resided  in  Berlin,  or  in  a 
small  country-house  provided  for  her  at  Schon- 
hausen.  The  crown  prince  occasionally  vis- 
ited her,  always  treating  her  with  the  marked 
respect  due  a  lady  occupying  her  high  posi- 
tion. 

The  king  was  by  no  means  pleased  with  the 
costly  luxuries  with  which  his  son  was  surround- 
ing himself.  But  he  had,  in  a  very  considera- 
ble degree,  lost  his  control  over  the  crown  prince. 
Frederick  was  now  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
He  had  married  the  niece  of  the  emperor  of 
Germany.  The  emperor  had  probably  once 
saved  his  life,  and  was  disposed  particularly  to 
befriend  him  that  he  might  secure  his  alliance 
when  he  should  become  king  of  Prussia.  Fred- 
erick was  now  the  rising  sun,  and  his  father 
the  setting  luminary.  All  the  courts  in  Eu- 
rope were  interested  in  winning  the  regards  of 
the  crown  prince. 

The  king,  as  we  have  mentioned,  allotted  to 
his  son  a  very  moderate  income,  barely  enough 
for  the  necessary  expenses  of  his  establishment. 
But  the  prince  borrowed  money  in  large  sums 
from  the  empress  of  Germany,  from  Russia, 
from  England.  It  was  well  known  that,  should 
his  life  be  preserved,  he  would  soon  have  ample 
means  to  repay  the  loan.  Frederick  William 
probably  found  it  expedient  to  close  his  eyes 
against  these  transactions.  But  he  did  not  at- 
tempt to  conceal  the  chagrin  with  which  he  re- 
garded the  literary  and  voluptuous  tastes  of  his 
son. 

"When  I  am  dead,"  he  said,  petulantly, 
"you  will  see  Berlin  full  of  madmen  and  free- 
thinkers, and  the  sort  of  people  who  walk  about 
the  streets." 

Wilhelmina's  purse  was  generally  empty,  and 
she  was  often  in  great  want  of  money.  Her 
penurious  father  had  married  her  below  her 
rank  that  he  might  escape  settling  upon  her  a 
dowry.  Though  her  husband  was  heir  to  the 
marquisate  of  Baircuth,  his  father  was  still  liv- 
ing. That  father  was  a  drunkard  and  a  miser. 
It  seems  that  the  son  received  but  little  mo4"e 
than  his  wages  as  colonel  in  the  army.  Wil- 
helmina  records  that  one  day  her  brother  Fritz 
came  to  her  and  snid : 

"  Seckendorf (the  embassador  of  the  em- 
peror) "sometimes  sends  me  money,  of  which 
I  have  great  need.  I  have  already  taken  meas- 
ures that  he  should  procure  some  for  you.  My 
galleons  arrived  yesterday,  and  I  will  divide  their 
contents  with  you." 

He  then  gave  her  a  thousand  crowns.  Wil- 
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helmina  manifested  a  little  natural  reluctance 
in  receiving  the  money.  But  he  shrugged  his 
shoulders,  and  said : 

"Take  them  freely.  The  empress  sends  me 
as  much  money  as  I  wish.  I  assure  you  that 
by  this  means  I  get  rid  of  the  demon  of  pover- 
ty as  soon  as  I  find  him  ji  )proaching  me." 

"The  empress,  then,  "  added  Wilhelmina, 
"  is  a  better  exorcist  than  other  priests." 

"Yes,"  the  crown  prince  replied;  "and  I 
promise  you  that  she  will  drive  away  your  de- 
mon as  well  as  mine." 

Poland,  ever  in  turmoil,  was  at  this  time 
choosing  a  king.  The  emperor  advocated  the 
claims  of  August  of  Saxony.  Prance  urged 
Stanislaus,  a  Polish  noble,  whose  daughter  had 
married  the  French  dauphin.  War  ensued  be- 
tween France  and  Germany.  Frederick  Will- 
iam became  the  ally  of  the  emperor.  An  army 
of  ten  thousand  men,  admirably  equipped  and 
organized,  was  upon  the  march  for  the  Rhine, 
to  act  with  the  emperor  against  France.  The 
crown  prince  was  very  eager  to  join  the  expe- 
dition, and  obtained  permission  to  do  so. 

On  the  evening  of  the  29th  of  June,  1734, 
there  was  a  grand  ball  at  the  little  palace  of 
Monbijou.  At  three  o'clock  in  the  morning 
the  crown  prince  changed  his  ball  dress  for  a 
military  suit,  and  with  his  stalf  set  out  at  full 
speed  for  the  seat  of  war.  They  traveled  in 
carriages,  by  post,  night  and  day,  hastening  to 
take  part  in  the  siege  of  Philipsbui'g.  A  little 
after  midnight,  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  of 
July,  they  reached  Hof,  having  traveled  two 
hundred  miles,  and  having  two  hundred  miles 
still  farther  to  go.  At  Hof  the  prince  was 
within  thirty-five  miles  of  Baireuth,  to  which 
place  Wilhelmina  had  some  time  before  return- 
ed. He  was  very  anxious  to  see  her.  But  his 
father  had  strictly  prohibited  his  going  through 
Baireuth,  under  the  assumption  that  it  would 
occasion  loss  of  time.  Frederick  made  arrange- 
ments with  Wilhelmina,  who  was  in  a  very  deli- 
cate state  of  health,  to  meet  him  at  Berneck, 
about  twelve  miles  from  Baireuth.  But,  un- 
fortunately, one  of  the  carriages,  which  con- 
veyed the  crown  prince  and  his  companions, 
lost  a  wheel,  which  detained  them  several  hours. 
The  commands  of  the  king  were  explicit  that 
the  crown  prince  should  not  be  separated  from 
the  rest  of  the  company. 

Thus  Wilhelmina,  upon  reaching  Berneck, 
according  to  appointment,  did  not  find  her 
brother  there,  and  could  hear  nothing  from 
him.  The  prince,  upon  his  arrival  at  Hof, 
wrote  as  follows  to  his  sister : 

"Hof,  July  2,  1734,  not  long  after  4  a.m. 
"My  dear  Sister, — Here  I  am,  within  six 
leagues  of  a  sister  I  love,  and  I  have  to  decide 
that  it  will  be  impossible  to  see  her  after  all.  I 
have  never  so  lamented  the  misfortune  of  not 
depending  on  myself  as  at  this  moment.  The 
king  being  very  sour  sweet  on  my  score,  I  dare 
not  risk  the  least  thing.  A  week  from  next 
Monday,  when  he  arrives  himself,  I  should  be 


queerly  treated  in  the  camp  if  I  were  found  to 
have  disobeyed  orders. 

"  The  queen  commands  me  to  give  you  a 
thousands  regards  from  her.  She  appeared 
much  affected  at  your  illness.  But  I  can  not 
warrant  you  how  sincere  it  was,  for  she  is  to- 
tally changed,  and  I  no  longer  comprehend  her. 
She  has  done  me  all  the  hurt  with  the  king  she 
could.  As  to  Sophie,  she  is  no  longer  the  same. 
She  approves  all  the  king  says  or  does,  and  is 
charmed  with  her  big  clown  of  a  bridegroom. 

"The  king  is  more  difficult  than  ever.  He 
is  content  with  nothing.  He  has  no  gratitude 
for  whatever  favors  one  can  do  him.  As  to  his 
health,  it  is  one  day  better,  another  worse ;  but 
the  legs  they  are  always  swelled.  Judge  Avhat 
my  joy  must  be  to  get  out  of  that  turpitude ; 
for  the  king  will  only  stay  a  fortnight  at  most 
in  camp. 

"  Adieu !  my  adorable  sister.  I  am  so  tired 
I  can  not  stir,  having  left  on  Tuesday  night,  or 
rather  Wednesday  morning,  at  three  o'clock, 
from  a  ball  at  Monbijou,  and  arrived  here  this 
Friday  morning  at  four.  I  recommend  myself 
to  your  gracious  remembrance,  and  am,  for  my 
own  part,  till  death,  dearest  sister,  your 

"  Frederick." 

In  the  mean  time,  Wilhelmina,  disappointed 
in  not  finding  her  brother,  wrote  to  him  the  fol- 
lowing account  of  her  adventures  : 

"I  got  to  Berneck  at  ten.  The  heat  was 
excessive,  I  found  myself  quite  worn  out  with 
the  little  journey  I  had  taken.  I  alighted  at 
the  house  which  had  been  got  ready  for  my 
brother.  We  waited  for  him,  and  in  vain  wait- 
ed till  three  in  the  afternoon.  At  three  we 
lost  patience ;  had  dinner  served  without  him. 
While  we  were  at  table  there  came  on  a  fright- 
ful thunder-storm.  I  have  witnessed  nothing 
so  terrible.  The  thunder  roared  and  reverber- 
ated among  the  rocky  cliffs  which  begirdle  Ber- 
neck, and  it  seemed  as  if  the  world  were  going 
to  perish.  A  deluge  of  rain  succeeded  the 
thunder. 

"It  was  four  o'clock,  and  I  could  not  under- 
stand what  had  become  of  my  brother.  I  had 
sent  out  several  persons  on  horseback  to  get 
tidings  of  him,  and  none  of  them  came  back. 
At  length,  in  spite  of  all  my  prayers,  the  hered- 
itary prince^  himself  would  go  in  search.  I 
was  in  cruel  agitations.  These  cataracts  of  rain 
are  very  dangerous  in  the  mountain  countries. 
The  roads  get  suddenly  overflowed,  and  acci- 
dents often  happen.  I  thought  for  certain  one 
had  happened  to  my  brother,  or  to  the  hered- 
itary prince. 

"  At  last,  about  nine,  somebody  brought  word 
that  my  brother  had  changed  his  route  and  gone 
to  Culmbach,  there  to  stay  overnight.  I  was 
for  setting  out  thither.  Culmbach  is  twenty 
miles  from  Berneck,  But  the  roads  are  fright- 
ful, and  full  of  precipices.  Every  body  rose  in 
opposition.    And  whether  I  would  or  not  they 
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put  me  into  the  carriage  for  Himmelkron,  which 
is  only  about  ten  miles  oft*.  We  had  like  to 
have  got  drowned  on  the  road,  the  Avaters  were 
so  swollen.  The  horses  could  not  cross  but  by 
swimming. 

"  I  arrived  at  last  about  one  in  the  morning. 
I  instantly  threw  myself  on  a  bed.  I  was  like 
to  die  of  weariness,  and  in  mortal  terror  that 
something  had  happened  to  my  brother  or  the 
hereditary  prince.  The  latter  relieved  me  on 
his  own  score.  He  arrived  at  last  about  four 
o'clock ;  had  still  no  news  of  my  brother.  I 
was  beginning  to  doze  a  little,  when  they  came 
to  inform  me  that  M.  von  Knobelsdorf  wished 
to  speak  to  me  from  the  prince  royal.  I  darted 
out  of  bed  and  ran  to  him." 

Knobelsdorf  was  the  bearer  of  a  second  let- 
ter from  the  crown  prince.  The  first  had  not 
reached  her.  Frederick,  having  taken  an  hour 
or  two  of  sleep  at  Hof,  rose  much  refreshed,  and 
continuing  his  journey  about  fifteen  miles  far- 
ther, wrote  this  second  letter  as  follows  to  his 
sister : 

"MuNOHBERG,  Juhj  2, 1T34. 

"My  dearest  Sister, — I  am  in  despair  that 
I  can  not  satisfy  my  impatience  and  my  duty, 
to  throw  myself  at  your  feet  this  day.  But, 
alas !  dear  sister,  it  does  not  depend  upon  me. 
We  poor  princes  are  obliged  to  wait  here  till 
our  generals  come  up.  We  dare  not  go  along 
without  them.  They  broke  a  wheel  in  Gera. 
Hearing  nothing  of  them  since,  we  are  absolute- 
ly forced  to  wait  here.  Judge  in  what  a  mood 
I  am  and  what  sorrow  must  be  mine.  Express 
order  not  to  go  by  Baireuth  or  Anspach.  For- 
bear, dear  sister,  to  torment  me  on  things  not 
depending  on  myself  at  all. 

"  I  waver  between  hope  and  fear  of  paying  my 
court  to  you.  I  hope  it  might  still  be  at  Ber- 
neck  if  you  could  contrive  a  road  into  the  Niirn- 
berg  highway  again,  avoiding  Baireuth.  Other- 
wise I  dare  not  go.  The  bearer,  captain  Knob- 
elsdorf, will  apprise  you  of  every  particular.  Let 
him  settle  something  that  may  be  possible.  This 
is  how  I  stand  at  present :  instead  of  having  to 
expect  some  favor  from  the  king  I  get  nothing 
but  chagrin.  But  what  is  more  cruel  upon  me 
than  all  is,  that  you  are  ill.  God,  in  his  grace, 
be  jjleased  to  help  you,  and  restore  that  precious 
health  which  I  so  much  wish  for  you. 

"Frederick." 

Arrangements  were  made  for  them  to  meet  at 
eight  o'clock  Saturday  morning,  at  the  Lake 
House,  situated  on  a  small  island  in  a  beauti- 
ful artificial  sheet  of  Avater  a  couple  of  miles 
north  of  Baireuth.  The  prince  thus  obeyed 
the  letter  of  the  order  not  to  go  to  Baireuth. 
The  following  account  of  the  interview  which 
ensued  is  from  the  pen  of  Willielmina : 

"  My  brother  overwhelmed  me  w-ith  caresses ; 
but  found  me  in  so  pitiable  a  state  that  he  could 
not  restrain  his  tears.  I  was  not  able  to  stand 
on  my  limbs,  and  felt  like  to  faint  every  mo- 
ment, so  weak  was  I.  He  told  me  that  the 
king  was  very  angry  at  the  margraf  for  not  let- 
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ting  his  son  make  the  campaign.  I  told  him 
all  the  margraf's  reasons,  and  added  surely 
they  were  good,  in  respect  of  my  dear  hus- 
band. 

"'Well,'  said  he,  'let  him  quit  soldiering 
then,  and  give  back  his  regiment  to  the  king. 
But  quiet  yourself  as  to  the  fears  you  may  have 
about  him  if  he  do  go ;  for  I  know,  by  certain 
information,  that  there  will  be  no  blood  spilt.' 

"The  hereditary  prince  came  in  while  we 
were  talking,  and  earnestly  entreated  my  broth- 
er to  get  him  away  from  Baireuth.  They  went 
to  a  window  and  talked  a  long  time  together. 
My  brother  told  me  he  would  write  a  letter  to 
the  margraf,  and  give  him  such  reasons  in  favor 
of  the  campaign  that  he  doubted  not  it  would 
turn  the  scale.  He  promised  to  obtain  the 
king's  express  leave  to  stop  at  Baireuth  on 
his  retuiTi,  after  which  he  went  away.  It 
was  the  last  time  I  saw  him  on  the  old  foot- 
ing with  me.  He  has  much  changed  since 
then.  We  returned  to  Baireuth,  where  I  was 
so  ill  that  for  three  days  they  did  not  think  I 
should  get  over  it." 

After  this  interview  the  crown  prince  hurried 
away  on  his  route  to  Philipsburg.  He  reached 
Niirnberg  that  night,  where  he  wrote  the  follow- 
ing brief  but  affectionate  letter  to  his  sister : 

"NuENBERG,  July  3,  1T34. 
"My  very  dear  Sister, — It  would  be  im- 
possible to  leave  this  place  without  signifying, 
dearest  sister,  my  lively  gratitude  for  all  the 
marks  of  favor  you  showed  me  in  the  House  on 
the  Lake.  The  highest  of  all  that  it  was  pos- 
sible to  do  was  that  of  procuring  me  the  satis-  ^' 
faction  of  paying  my  court  to  you.  I  beg  mill- 
ions of  pardons  for  so  incommoding  you,  dear- 
est sister,  but  I  could  not  help  it ;  for  you  know 
my  sad  circumstances  well  enough.  I  entreat 
you  write  me  often  about  your  health.  Adieu, 
my  incomparable  and  dear  sister.  I  am  always 
the  same  to  you,  and  will  remain  so  till  my 
death.  Frederick." 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  the  prince 
left  Niirnberg,  and  reached  the  camp  at  Weis- 
enthal  on  the  7th.  Here  the  imperial  and  Prus- 
sian troops  were  collected,  who  had  been  sent  to 
attempt  to  raise  the  siege  of  Philipsburg.  But 
the  French  lines  investing  the  city  were  so 
strong  that  prince  Eugene,  in  command  of  the 
imperial  army,  did  not  venture  to  make  an  at- 
tack. The  crown  prince  almost  immediately 
rode  out  to  reconnoitre  the  lines  of  the  foe.  As 
he  was  returning  through  a  strip  of  forest  a  can- 
nonade was  opened,  and  the  balls  went  crash- 
ing around  him  through  the  trees.  Pride  of 
character  probably  came  to  the  aid  of  constitu- 
tional courage.  The  prince  did  not  in  the  slight- 
est degree  quicken  his  pace.  Not  the  least  tre- 
mor could  be  perceived  in  his  hand  as  he  held 
the  reins.  He  continued  conversing  with  the 
surrounding  generals  in  perfect  tranquillity  as 
if  unconscious  of  any  danger. 

A  week  after  the  arrival  of  the  prince  the 
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Prussian  king  entered  the  camp.  As  it  was 
expected  tiiat  some  remarkable  feats  of  war 
would  be  exhibited  in  the  presence  of  the  king, 
under  the  leadership  of  the  renowned  prince 
Eugene,  a  very  large  assemblage  of  princes  and 
other  distinguished  personages  was  collected  on 
the  field.  The  king  remained  for  a  month,  dAvell- 
ing  in  a  tent  among  his  own  troops  and  sharing 
all  their  hardships.  He,  with  his  son,  attended 
all  the  councils  of  war.  Still  no  attempt  was 
made  to  relieve  Philipsburg.  The  third  day 
after  the  king's  arrival  the  city  surrendered  to 
the  French.    The  campaign  continued  for  some 


time,  with  unavailing  manoeuvring  on  both  sides 
of  the  Rhine.  But  the  crown  prince  saw  but 
little  active  service.  About  the  middle  of  Au- 
gust the  king  left  the  camp  to  return  home. 
His  health  was  seriously  impaired,  and  alarm- 
ing symptoms  indicated  that  he  had  not  long 
to  live.  His  journey  was  slow  and  painful. 
Gout  tortured  him.  Dropsy  threatened  to 
strangle  him.  He  did  not  reach  home  until 
the  middle  of  September.  The  alarming  state 
of  the  king's  health  added  very  much  to  the  im- 
portance of  the  crown  prince.  It  was  evident 
that  ere  long  he  must  come  into  power.  The 
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following  characteristic  anecdote  is  related  of 
the  king  during  this  illness  : 

One  evening,  being  too  unwell  to  read  his 
usual  devotions,  he  called  upon  his  valet  de 
chamhre  to  read  prayers.  In  the  prayer  oc- 
curred the  words,  "  May  God  bless  thee."  The 
servant,  not  deeming  it  respectful  to  use  thee  in 
reference  to  the  king,  took  the  liberty  to  change 
the  phrase,  and  read  it,  "May  God  bless  ?/om." 
The  king,  exasperated,  hurled  something  at  the 
head  of  the  speaker,  exclaiming,  "  It  is  not  so  ; 
read  it  again."  The  terrified  servant,  not  con- 
ceiving in  what  he  had  done  wrong,  read  again, 
"  May  God  bless  you."  The  irascible  monarch, 
having  notliing  else  he  could  grasp,  took  off  his 
night-cap  and  threw  it  into  the  man's  face,  ex- 
claiming, "It  is  not  so;  read  it  over  again." 
The  servant,  frightened  almost  out  of  his  senses, 
read  for  the  third  time,  "  May  God  bless  you." 
"  Thee^  rogue,"  shouted  the  king.  '  May  God 
bless  thee,^  Dost  thou  not  know,  rascal,  that, 
in  the  eyes  of  God,  I  am  only  a  miserable  ras- 
cal like  thyself?" 

Early  in  October  the  crown  prince,  not  social- 
ly or  morally  improved  by  his  campaigning,  set 


out  on  his  return  to  Berlin.  He  was  by  no  means 
insensible  to  the  fact  that  the  crown  of  Prussia 
would  soon  rest  upon  his  brow.  On  the  5th  he 
called  again  upon  his  sister  at  Baireuth.  She 
was  sick  and  very  sad.  The  following  is  Wil- 
helmina's  account  of  the  interview  : 

"My  brother  arrived  on  the  5th  of  October. 
He  seemed  to  me  in  ill-humor.  To  break  off 
conversation  with  me  he  said  that  he  had  to 
write  to  the  king  and  queen.  I  ordered  him 
pen  and  paper.  He  wrote  in  my  room,  and 
spent  more  than  a  good  hour  in  writing  a 
couple  of  letters  of  a  line  or  two  each.  He 
then  had  all  the  court,  one  after  another,  intro- 
duced to  him ;  said  nothing  to  any  of  tliem ; 
looked  merely  with  a  mocking  air  at  them  ;  aft- 
er which  we  went  to  dinner. 

"Here  his  whole  conversation  consisted  in 
quizzing  whatever  he  saw,  and  repeating  to 
me,  above  a  hundred  times  over,  the  words 
'little  prince,'  'little  court.'  I  was  shocked, 
and  coidd  not  understand  liow  he  had  changed 
so  suddenly  toward  me.  The  etiquette  of  all 
courts  in  the  em))ire  is,  that  nobody  who  has 
not  at  least  the  rank  of  captain  can  sit  at  a 
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prince's  table.  My  brother  put  a  lieutenant 
there  who  was  in  his  suit,  saying,  'A  king's 
lieutenant  is  as  good  as  a  margraf's  minis- 
ters.' I  swallowed  this  incivility,  and  showed 
no  sign. 

"After  dinner,  being  alone  with  me,  he  said : 
'  Our  sire  is  approaching  his  end.  He  will  not 
live  out  this  month.  I  know  that  I  have  made 
you  great  promises,  but  I  am  not  in  the  condi- 
tion to  keep  them.  I  will  leave  you  the  half 
of  the  sum  which  my  predecessor  lent  you.  I 
think  that  you  will  have  every  reason  to  be  sat- 
isfied with  that. ' 

"I  answered  that  my  regard  for  him  had 
never  been  of  an  interested  nature ;  that  I 
would  never  ask  any  thing  of  him  but  the  con- 
tinuance of  his  friendship ;  and  that  I  did  not 
wish  for  one  penny  if  it  would  in  the  least  in- 
convenience him. 

'"No,  no,'  said  he;  'you  shall  have  those 
one  hundred  thousand  thalers.  I  have  des- 
tined them  for  you.  People  will  be  much  sur- 
prised to  see  me  act  quite  differently  from  what 
they  had  expected.  They  imagine  I  am  going' 
to  lavish  all  my  treasures,  and  that  money  will 
become  as  common  as  pebbles  in  Berlin.  But 
they  will  find  that  I  know  better.  1  mean  to 
increase  my  army,  and  to  leave  all  other  things 
on  the  old  footing.  I  will  have  every  consid- 
eration for  the  queen,  my  mother,  and  will  sa- 
tiate her  with  honors.  But  I  do  not  mean  that 
she  shall  meddle  with  my  affairs.  If  she  try  it 
she  will  find  so.' 

"I  fell  from  the  clouds  on  hearing  all  that, 
and  knew  not  if  I  were  sleeping  or  waking. 
He  then  questioned  me  on  the  affairs  of  this 
country.  I  gave  him  the  detail  of  them.  He 
said  to  me :  '  When  your  goose  of  a  father-in- 
law  dies,  I  advise  you  to  break  up  the  whole 
court,  and  reduce  yourselves  to  the  footing  of 
a  private  gentleman's  establishment  in  order  to 
pay  your  debts.  In  real  truth,  you  have  no 
need  of  so  many  people.  And  you  must  try  to 
reduce  the  wages  of  those  whom  you  can  not 
help  keeping.  You  have  been  accustomed  to 
live,  at  Berlin,  with  a  table  of  four  dishes. 
That  is  all  you  want  here.  I  will  invite  you 
now  and  then  to  Berlin,  which  will  spare  table 
and  house  expenses.' 

"  Eor  a  long  time  my  heart  had  been  swell- 
ing. I  could  not  restrain  my  tears  at  hearing 
all  these  indignities.  'Why  do  you  cry?'  said 
he.  '  Ah,  ah  I  I  see  that  you  are  in  low  spir- 
its. We  must  dissipate  that  dark  humor.  The 
music  waits  us.  I  will  drive  that  fit  out  of  you 
by  an  air  or  two  on  the  flute.'  He  gave  me  his 
hand  and  led  me  into  the  other  room.  I  sat 
down  to  the  harpsichord,  which  I  inundated 
with  my  tears." 

On  the  fourth  day  after  the  arrival  of  the 
crown  prince  at  Baireuth,  a  courier  came  with 
a  letter  from  the  queen  conjuring  him  to  return 
immediately,  as  the  king  was  growing  worse 
and  worse.  Frederick  immediately  hastened 
to  Potsdam;  and  on  the  12th  of  October  en- 
tered the  sick-chamber  of  his  father  in  the  pal- 


ace there.  He  seems  to  have  thought  nothing 
of  his  wife,  who  was  at  Berlin.  We  have  no 
evidence  that  he  wrote  to  her  during  his  ab- 
sence, or  that  he  visited  her  upon  his  return. 
For  four  months  the  king  remained  a  great 
sufferer  in  Potsdam,  trembling  between  life 
and  death.  It  was  often  with  great  difficulty 
that  he  could  breathe.  He  was  impatient  and 
irritable  in  the  extreme.  As  he  was  rolled 
about  in  his  Bath  chair,  he  would  petulantly 
cry  out,  "Air  I  air  I"  as  if  his  attendants  were 
to  blame  for  his  shortness  of  breath.  The  dis- 
tress from  the  dropsy  was  very  great.  "  If  you 
roll  the  king  a  little  fast,"  writes  an  attendant, 
"  you  hear  the  water  jumble  in  his  body."  The 
crown  prince  was  deeply  affected  in  view  of  the 
deplorable  condition  of  his  father,  and  wept  con- 
vulsively. The  stern  old  king  was  stern  to  the 
end.  He  said  one  day  to  Frederick,  "If  you 
begin  at  the  wrong  end  with  things,  and  all  go 
topsy-turvy  after  I  am  gone,  I  will  laugh  at  you 
out  of  my  grave." 

Quite  unexpectedly  the  latter  part  of  Janua- 
ry the  virulence  of  the  king's  complicated  dis- 
eases of  gout,  dropsy,  and  ulcers  seemed  to 
abate.  Though  but  forty-seven  years  of  age, 
he  was,  from  his  intemperate  habits,  an  infirm 
old  man.  Though  he  lingered  along  for  many 
months,  he  Avas  a  great  sufferer.  His  unamia- 
bility  filled  the  palace  with  discomfort. 

Frederick  returned  to  Ruppin.  Though  he 
treated  his  wife  with  ordinary  courtesy,  as  an 
honored  member  of  the  court,  his  attentions 
were  simply  such  as  were  due  to  every  lady 
of  the  royal  household.  It  does  not  appear 
that  she  accompanied  him  to  Ruppin  or  to 
Reinsberg  at  that  time,  though  the  apartments 
to  which  we  have  already  alluded  were  subse- 
quently provided  for  her  at  Reinsberg,  where  she 
was  ever  treated  with  the  most  punctilious  po- 
liteness. Lord  Dover  says  that  after  the  acces- 
sion of  the  prince  to  the  throne  he  Avent  to  see 
his  wife  but  once  a  year,  on  her  birthday.  She 
resided  most  of  the  time  at  Berlin,  surrounded 
by  a  quiet  little  court  there.  However  keen 
may  have  been  her  sufferings  in  view  of  this 
cruel  neglect,  we  have  no  record  that  any  word 
of  complaint  was  ever  heard  to  escape  her  lips. 
"This  poor  crown  princess,  afterward  queen," 
says  Carlyle,  "has  been  heard,  in  her  old  age, 
reverting  in  a  touching,  transient  way  to  the 
glad  days  she  had  at  Reinsberg.  Complaint 
openly  was  never  heard  of  her  in  any  kind  of 
davs ;  but  these  doubtless  were  the  best  of  her 
life." 

Frederick  had  become  very  ambitious  of  high 
intellectual  culture  and  of  literary  renown.  He 
gathered  around  him  a  numerous  class  of  schol- 
arly men,  and  opened  an  extensive  correspond- 
ence with  the  most  distinguished  philosophers, 
poets,  and  historians  all  over  Europe.  He  com- 
menced and  persevered  in  a  course  of  very  rig- 
orous study,  rising  at  an  early  hour,  and  devot- 
ing the  unbroken  morning  to  intellectual  pur- 
suits. The  renowned  men  of  earth  have  not 
attained  their  renown  but  by  untiring  exertions. 
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For  six  or  seven  consecutive  hours  every  day 
the  prince  was  busy  in  his  library,  when  no  one 
was  allowed  to  interrupt  him.  He  wrote  to  a 
friend  about  this  time  : 

"  Having  been  not  quite  well  lately,  my  phy- 
sician has  advised  me  to  take  more  exercise 
than  I  have  hitherto  done.  This  has  obliged 
me  to  mount  my  horse  and  take  a  gallop  every 
morning.  But  in  order  not  to  be  obliged,  on 
that  account,  to  change  my  ordinary  way  of 
life,  I  get  up  earlier,  in  order  to  regain  on  the 
one  hand  what  I  lose  on  the  other." 

He  rose  about  five  o'clock.  After  a  horse- 
back ride  of  an  hour  he  devoted  the  mornings 
to  his  books.  The  remainder  of  the  day  was 
given  to  society,  music,  and  recreation.  The  fol- 
lowing extract  from  his  correspondence  throws 
■additional  light  upon  the  employment  of  his 
time.  The  letter  was  addressed  to  an  intimate 
friend,  baron  Von  Suhm,  of  Saxony  : 

"  I  think  you  will  not  be  sorry  if  I  say  a  few 
words  to  you  respecting  our  rural  amusements  ; 
for  with  persons  who  are  dear  to  us  we  love  to 
enter  even  into  the  smallest  details.  We  have 
divided  our  occupations  into  two  classes,  of 


which  the  first  consists  of  what  is  useful,  and 
the  second  of  what  is  agreeable.  I  reckon,  in 
the  list  of  the  usefuls,  the  study  of  philosophy, 
history,  and  languages.  The  agreeables  are 
music,  the  tragedies  and  comedies  which  we 
represent,  the  masquerades  and  presents  which 
we  give.  The  serious  occupations,  however, 
have  always  the  prerogative  of  going  before 
the  others.  And  I  think  I  can  say  that  we 
make  a  reasonable  use  of  our  pleasures,  only 
indulging  in  them  to  relieve  the  mind,  and  to 
prevent  moroseness  and  too  much  philosophic 
gravity,  which  is  apt  not  to  yield  a  smile  even 
to  the  graces." 

Again  he  wrote  a  few  months  after,  while  ab- 
sent from  home  :  "  I  set  off  on  the  2.5th  to  re- 
turn to  my  dear  garden  at  Ruppin.  I  burn  with 
impatience  to  see  again  my  vineyards,  my  cher- 
ries, and  my  melons.  There,  tranquil  and  free 
from  all  useless  cares,  I  shall  live  really  for 
myself.  I  become  every  day  more  avaricious 
of  my  time,  of  which  I  render  an  account  to 
myself,  and  never  lose  any  of  it  without  much 
regret.  My  mind  is  now  wholly  turned  toward 
philosophy.    That  study  renders  me  wonderful 
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services,  which  are  repaid  by  me  with  affec- 
tion. I  find  myself  happy  because  I  am  more 
tranquil  than  formerly.  My  soul  is  much  less 
agitated  with  violent  and  tumultuous  emotions. 
I  suppress  the  first  impulses  of  my  passions, 
and  do  not  proceed  to  act  upon  them  till  after 
having  well  considered  the  question  before 
me. 

Immediately  after  his  return  he  wrote  again  : 
' '  I  am  now  a  peaceable  inhabitant  of  Reinsberg, 
applying  myself  to  study  and  reading  almost 
from  morning  till  night.  With  regard  to  the 
news  of  this  world,  you  will  learn  them  better 
through  the  gazetteers  than  through  me.  They 
contain  the  history  of  the  madness  and  folly  of 
the  great,  the  wars  of  some,  the  quarrels  of  oth- 
ers, and  the  childish  amusements  of  all.  These 
news  are  as  little  worthy  the  attention  of  a  man 
of  sense  as  the  quarrels  of  rats  and  mice  would 
be."^ 

The  king  was  not  at  all  pleased  either  with 
his  son's  studies  or  his  recreations.  Philoso- 
phy and  literature  were  as  obnoxious  to  the 
sturdy  old  monarch  as  were  music  and  all 
amusements  save  the  rough  pastime  of  hunting 
stags  and  boars.  He  was  a  thorough  material- 
ist, having  no  other  thought  than  to  drill  his 
troops  and  develop  the  resources  of  his  realm. 
Beer  and  tobacco,  both  of  which  he  used  inor- 
dinately, were  almost  his  only  luxuries.  He 
often  growled  loudly  at  what  he  deemed  the 
coxcombry  of  his  son  and  companions  at  Reins- 
berg, and  frequently  threatened  to  disperse  his 
associates. 

But  Frederick  was  now  a  full-grown  man. 
His  heirship  to  the  throne  rendered  him  a  pow- 
er among  the  courts  of  Europe.  It  was  doubt- 
ful whether  he  would  again  submit  to  a  caning. 
The  infirm  old  king,  gouty,  dropsical,  weakened 
and  lamed  by  ulcers,  could  not  conceal  from 
himself  that  his  power,  with  his  energies,  was 
rapidly  waning.  Indeed,  at  times  he  even 
talked  of  abdicating  in  favor  of  his  son.  When- 
ever there  was  a  transient  abatement  in  his 
maladies  he  roused  himself  to  the  utmost,  took 
short  journeys,  and  tried  to  deceive  himself 
into  the  belief  that  he  was  well  again. 

The  principal  companions  of  Frederick  at 
Reinsberg-  were  gay,  pleasure  -  loving  men. 
Among  them  were  major  Keyserling,  a  thought- 
less young  man,  full  of  vivacity,  and  of  very 
agreeable  manners  ;  and  M.  Jordan,  a  French 
young  gentleman,  formerly  a  preacher,  very 
amiable,  and  an  author  of  considerable  note. 
M.  Jordan  was  devotedly  attached  to  the  prince, 
and  continued  so  through  life.  He  gives  the 
following  testimony  to  the  good  qualities  of 
Frederick : 

"It  is  not  the  king  that  I  love  in  him  ;  it  is 
the  man.  If  I  considered  the  dignity  and  the 
power  of  the  king,  I  should  only  seek  to  keep 
myself  at  a  distance  from  him.    But  the  qual- 


1  The  above  extracts  are  takeu  from  Cnrreftpondence 
FamilUre  et  Amicale  de  Frederic  II.,  Roi  de  Prusse, 
avec  U.  F.  de  Suhm. 


ities  which  are  personal  to  him,  both  of  the 
heart  and  of  the  head,  they  attach  me  to  him 
for  life,  without  reserve  and  without  fear."^ 

Lieutenant  Chasot,  another  of  his  friends, 
was  a  French  officer,  who  had  killed  a  brother 
officer  in  a  duel  at  Philipsburg,  and,  in  conse- 
quence, had  fled  to  the  Prussian  lines.  He  had 
brightness  of  intellect  and  winning  manners, 
which  rendered  him  a  universal  favorite.  Cap^ 
tain  Knobelsdorf  was  a  distinguished  musician 
and  architect.  He  rendered  signal  service  in 
enlarging  and  decorating  the  chateau  at  Reins- 
berg. Baron  De  Suhm,  with  whom  Frederick 
kept  up  a  constant  correspondence,  was  then  in 
Saxony  translating  for  the  crown  prince  the 
philosophy  of  Wolff.  He  sent  the  prince  chap- 
ter by  chapter,  with  copious  notes. 

In  this  assembly  of  gay  young  men  religion 
was  generally  a  topic  of  ridicule.  Even  Jor- 
dan, the  ex-preacher,  was  either  willingly  or 
unwillingly  borne  along  by  the  current.  Sub- 
sequently, when  youth  and  health  had  fled,  and 
he  was  on  a  sick-bed  suffering  from  lingering 
disease,  he  felt  the  need  of  those  consolations 
which  Christianity  alone  can  gfve.  He  wrote, 
under  date  of  April,  1745,  to  Frederick,  who  was 
then  king,  and  whose  friendship  continued  un- 
abated : 

"  My  complaint  increases  so  much  that  I  no 
longer  even  hope  to  recover  from  it.  I  feel 
strongly,  in  the  situation  in  which  I  at  present 
find  myself,  the  necessity  of  an  enlightened  re- 
ligion arising  from  conviction.  Without  that 
we  are  the  beings  on  earth  most  to  be  pitied. 
Your  majesty  will,  after  my  death,  do  me  the 
justice  to  testify  that  if  I  have  combated  super- 
stition with  vehemence,  I  have  always  support- 
ed the  interests  of  the  Christian  religion,  though 
differing  from  the  ideas  of  some  theologians. 
As  it  is  only  possible  when  in  danger  to  discover 
the  necessity  of  bravery,  so  no  one  can  really 
have  the  consoling  advantage  of  religion  except 
through  sufferings." 

It  speaks  well  for  Frederick  that  during  this 
illness,  which  was  long  and  painful,  he  almost 
daily  visited  at  tlie  bedside  of  his  friend,  minis- 
tering to  his  wants  with  his  own  hand.  After 
his  death  the  king  continued  his  kindness  to 
the  bereaved  family.  Baron  Bielfeld  gives  the 
following  account  of  one  of  the  scenes  of  carous- 
al in  which  these  men  engaged,  when  in  the 
enjoyment  of  youth  and  health  : 

"  About  a  fortnight  ago  the  prince  was  in  a 
humor  of  extraordinary  gayety  at  the  table. 
His  gayety  animated  all  the  rest :  and  some 
glasses  of  Champagne  still  more  enlivened  our 
mirth.  The  prince,  perceiving  our  disposition, 
was  willing  to  promote  it.  And  on  rising  from 
table  he  told  us  that  he  was  determined  that, 
we  should  recommence  our  jollity  at  supper. 

"We  were  scarcely  seated  at  supper  before 
he  began  by  drinking  a  number  of  interesting 
healths,  which  there  was  a  necessity  of  pledg- 


1  Thibault,  Souvenirs  de  VingtAns  de  Sejours  d  Ber- 
lin. 
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ing.  This  first  skirmish  being  over,  it  Avas  fol- 
lowed by  an  incessant  flow  of  sallies  and  rep- 
artees. The  most  contracted  countenances  be- 
came expanded.  The  gayety  was  general,  even 
the  ladies  assisting  in  promoting  our  jollity. 

"  After  about  two  hours  I  stepped  out  for  a 
moment  into  the  vestibule.  I  had  placed  be- 
fore me  a  large  glass  of  water,  which  the  prin- 
cess, opposite  to  whom  I  had  the  honor  to  sit, 
in  a  vein  of  mischievous  pleasantry,  had  order- 
ed to  be  emptied,  and  had  filled  it  with  Sellery 
wine,  which  was  as  clear  as  rock  water.  Hav- 
ing already  lost  my  taste,  I  mixed  my  wine 
with  wine.    Thinking  to  refresh  mvself  I  be- 


came joyous,  but  it  was  a  kind  of  joy  that  leaned 
toward  intoxication. 

"To  finish  my  picture — the  prince  ordered 
me  to  come  and  sit  by  him.  He  said  many 
gracious  things  to  me,  and  let  me  see  into  fu- 
turity as  far  as  my  feeble  sight  was  then  capa- 
ble of  discovering.  At  the  same  time  he  made 
me  drink  bumper  after  bumper  of  his  Lunelle 
wine.  The  rest  of  the  company,  however,  were 
not  less  sensible  than  I  of  the  effects  of  the 
nectar  which  there  flowed  in  such  mighty 
streams. 

"At  last,  whether  by  accident  or  design,  the 
princess  broke  a  glass.    This  was  the  signal  for 
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our  impetuous  jollity,  and  an  example  that  ap- 
peared highly  worthy  of  our  imitation.  In  an 
instant  all  the  glasses  flew  to  the  several  cor- 
ners of  the  room.  All  the  crystals,  porcelain, 
mirrors,  branches,  bowls,  and  vases  were  broken 
into  a  thousand  pieces.  In  the  midst  of  this 
universal  destruction  the  prince  stood,  like  the 
man  in  Horace  who  contemplates  the  crush  of 
worlds,  with  a  look  of  perfect  tranquillity. 

"  To  this  tumult  succeeded  a  fresh  burst  of 
mirth,  during  which  the  prince  slipped  away, 
and,  aided  by  his  pages,  retired  to  his  apart- 
ment; and  the  princess  immediately  followed. 
The  day  after  this  adventure  the  court  was  at 
its  last  gasp.  Neither  the  prince  nor  any  of 
the  courtiers  could  stir  from  their  beds." 

Baron  Bielfeld  himself  was  so  intoxicated 
that,  in  attempting  to  retire,  he  fell  down  the 
grand  staircase  from  top  to  bottom.  He  Avas 
severely  bruised,  and  was  taken  up  senseless. 
"After  lying  about  a  fortnight  in  bed,"  he 
"writes,  "where  the  prince  had  the  goodness  to 
come  every  day  to  see  me,  and  to  contribute 
every  thing  possible  to  my  cure,  I  got  abroad 
again." 

Frederick  William,  through  spies,  kept  him- 
self informed  of  every  thing  which  was  said  or 
done  at  Reinsberg.  Such  orgies  as  the  above 
excited  his  contempt  and  abhorrence.  But 
notwithstanding  the  above  narrative,  there  is 
abundant  testimony  that  the  prince  was  not 
ordinarily  addicted  to  such  shameful  excesses. 
The  Italian  count,  Algarotti,  distinguished  alike 
for  his  familiarity  with  the  sciences  and  his  cul- 
tivated taste  for  the  fine  arts,  was  an  honored 
guest  at  Reinsberg.  In  a  letter  addressed  to 
lord  Hervey,  under  date  of  September  30,  1739, 
the  count  writes : 

"What  shall  I  say  to  you,  my  lord,  of  the 
prince  royal,  the  lover  and  the  favorite  of  the 
Muses?  Several  days,  which  we  passed  with 
him  in  his  castle  of  Reinsberg,  seemed  to  be 
but  a  few  hours.  He  is  the  most  intelligent 
and  the  most  amiable  of  men.  Though  I 
could  notice  only  his  private  virtues,  I  can 
boldly  assure  you,  my  lord,  that  the  world  will 
one  day  admire  his  royal  qualifications ;  and 
that  when  he  shall  be  upon  the  throne  he  will 
show  himself  to  be  the  greatest  of  sovereigns. 
There  is  all  the  reason  in  the  world  to  believe 
that  he  will  seek  out  for  great  men  with  as 
much  eagerness  as  his  father  does  for  giants."' 

Baron  Bielfeld  gives  the  following  account 
of  the  ordinary  employments,  and  the  tone  of 
conversation  of  the  prince:  "All  the  employ- 
ments and  all  the  pleasures  of  the  prince  are 
those  of  a  man  of  understanding.  He  is,  at 
this  time,  actually  engaged  in  refuting  the  dan- 
gerous political  reveries  of  Machiavel.  His 
conversation  at  table  is  charming.  He  talks 
much  and  excellently  well.  His  mind  seems 
to  be  equal  to  all  sorts  of  subjects  ;  and  his  im- 
agination produces  on  each  of  them  a  number 
of  new  and  just  ideas.  His  genius  resembles 
the  fire  of  the  vestals  that  was  never  extinct. 
A  decent  and  polite  contradiction  is  not  dis- 


agreeable to  him.  He  possesses  the  rare  tal- 
ent of  displaying  the  wit  of  others,  and  of  giv- 
ing them  opportunity  to  shine  on  those  subjects 
in  which  they  excel.  He  jests  frequently  and 
sometimes  rallies,  but  never  with  asperity  ;  and 
an  ingenious  retort  does  not  displease  him. 

"Nothing  can  be  more  elegant  than  this 
prince's  library.  It  has  a  view  of  the  lake  and 
gardens.  A  collection,  not  very  numerous  but 
well  chosen,  of  the  best  books  in  the  French 
language  are  ranged  in  glass  cases,  which  are 
ornamented  with  carvings  and  gildings  in  ex- 
cellent taste.  The  portrait  of  M.  De  Voltaire 
occupies  an  honorable  place  in  this  library. 
He  is  the  favorite  author  of  the  prince,  who 
has,  in  general,  a  high  esteem  for  good  French 
writers  both  in  prose  and  verse. 

"The  evenings  are  devoted  to  music.  The 
prince  has  a  concert  in  his  saloon,  where  no 
one  enters  who  is  not  invited  ,  and  such  invita- 
tion is  regarded  as  an  extraordinary  favor. 
The  prince  has  commonly  performed  a  sonata 
and  a  concert  for  the  flute,  on  which  he  plays 
in  the  greatest  perfection.  He  fills  the  flute 
admirably  well,  has  great  agility  Avith  the  fin- 
gers, and  a  vast  fund  of  music.  He  composes 
himself  sonatas.  I  have  had  the  honor  of 
standing  behind  him  more  than  once  while  he 
was  playing,  and  was  charmed  with  his  taste, 
especially  in  the  adagio.  He  has  a  continual 
creation  of  new  ideas." 


SHADOWS. 

When  I  see  the  long  wild  briers 
Waving  iu  the  wiucls  like  flree, 

See  the  green  skirts  of  the  maples 
Barred  with  scarlet  aud  with  gold, 
See  the  suuflower,  heavy-hearted, 
Shadows  then  from  days  departed 

Come  aud  with  their  tender  trembles 
Wrap  my  bosom,  fold  on  fold. 

I  can  hear  sweet  invitations 
Through  the  sohbing,  sad  vibrations 

Of  the  winds  that  follow,  follow, 
As  from  self  I  seek  to  fly — 
Come  up  hither !  come  up  hither ! 
Leave  the  rough  and  rainy  weather  1 

Come  up  where  the  royal  roses 
Never  fade  and  never  die  I 

'Twas  when  May  was  blushing,  blooming, 
Brown  bees,  bluebirds,  sinking,  humming, 

That  we  built  and  walled  our  chamber 
With  the  emerald  of  the  leaves ; 
Made  our  bed  of  yellow  mosses 
Soft  as  pile  of  silken  flosses, 

Dreamed  our  dreams  in  dewy  brightness 
Radiant  like  the  morns  and  eves. 

And  it  was  when  woods  were  gleaming, 
And  when  clouds  were  wildly  streaming 

Gray  and  umber,  white  and  amber, 
Streaming  in  the  north  wind's  breath, 
That  my  little  rose-mouthed  blossom 
Fell  and  faded  on  my  bosom. 

Cankered  by  the  coming  coldness, 
Blighted  by  the  frosts  of"^death. 

Therefore  when  I  see  the  shadows 
Drifting  in  across  the  meadows, 

See  the  troops  of  summer  wild  birds 
Flying  from  us,  cloud  on  cloud, 
Memory  with  that  May-time  lingers, 
And  I  seem  to  feel  the  fingers 

Of  my  lost  and  lovely  darling 
Wrap  my  heart  up  in  her  shroud. 

Alice  Gary. 
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THE  WEEPINa-TREE. 


IT  is  now  over  two  hundred  years  since  an 
illustrious  servant  of  England's  infamous 
king  made  the  discovery  which  has  enrolled  the 
name  of  Harvey  among  the  benefactors  of  man- 
kind. It  is  interesting  and  instructive  to  trace 
the  history  of  discovery  and  invention.  Truth 
never  springs,  like  Minerva,  full  armed  and  per- 
fect at  birth. 

The  circulation  of  the  blood  had  been  hinted 
at  by  the  ancients.  But  Harvey  first  made  proof 
of  what  had  before  been,  at  best,  but  a  vague 
surmise.  His  thought  has  germinated,  his  one 
great  idea  has  been  tested  and  followed  to 
its  consummation.  Every  intelligent  reader 
knows,  at  least  dimly,  something  of  the  won- 
derful mechanism  which  he  carries  within  him- 
self. An  intricate  system  of  rivers  and  canals 
irrigates  and  nourishes  every  part  of  his  frame. 
The  current  flows  with  marvelous  rapidity 
through  this  elaborate  system  of  passage-ways, 
before  which  the  famed  labyrinth  of  ancient 
times  fades  into  insignificance.  It  completes 
the  entire  circuit  from  the  heart  to  the  extrem- 


ities, from  the  extremities  to  the  heart  again, 
about  twice  every  second.  While  the  reader 
has  been  perusing  this  paragraph  this  ceaseless 
tide  has  completed,  probably,  at  least  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  of  these  circuits.  Night  and 
day,  sleeping  and  waking,  it  knows  no  rest. 
It  halts  only  in  the  hour  of  death. 

The  secret  of  this  mighty  movement  is  a 
marvelous  mechanism  whose  structure  science 
has,  since  the  days  of  Harvey,  examined,  ana- 
lyzed, comprehended.  The  heart  is  the  force- 
pump  of  the  human  system.  Its  pulsations 
keep  pace  with  the  pendulum.  These  heart- 
throbs vary  in  number  from  forty  to  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  a  minute.  Their  average  num- 
ber, in  a  state  of  health,  in  middle  life,  is  one 
a  second.* 

These  muscles  of  the  heart,  that  never  cease 


*  Whether  the  circulation  of  the  blood  is  really  due 
to  the  pulsations  of  the  heart  is  indeed  a  disputed 
question.  But  there  is  no  dispute  that  the  muscular 
contraction  of  the  heart  exerts  a  powerful  influence 
in  aiding  to  produce  that  circulation. 
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from  the  cradle  to  the  coffin,  are  the  only  ones 
which  never  weary.  Breathing  even  becomes 
at  times  laborious — heart-throbs  never. 

But  the  grandeur  of  this  circulation  pales  be- 
fore the  grander  circulating  movements  of  na- 
ture. The  world  too  has  its  heart-throbs,  its 
life-blood,  its  ceaseless,  tireless  pulsations.  It 
is  of  these  we  write. 

Go  into  a  forest  on  a  summer's  day.  Na- 
ture seems  absolutely  in  repose.  At  first  an 
unbroken  silence  appears  to  reign.  Listen ! 
You  hear  only  the  chirp  of  the  cricket,  the  mel- 
ancholy or  the  merry  note  of  a  single  songster, 
or  possibly  the  whir  of  a  partridge  through  the 
leaves.  Yet  you  are  in  the  midst  of  a  scene  of 
the  busiest  activity.  Within  reach  of  your  eye 
a  hundred  mysterious,  invisible  force-pumps  are 
at  work  driving  the  nourishing  juices  of  the 
earth  far  up  into  the  leafy  chambers  of  the  tall- 
est trees.  The  force  employed  in  this  forest 
far  exceeds  in  the  aggregate  that  of  the  nois- 
iest factory  that  disturbs  with  its  clangor  the 
peaceful  atmosphere  of  any  New  England  vil- 
lage. Yet  it  performs  its  work  so  quietly,  so 
noiselessly,  that  its  presence  even  is  not  recog- 
nized. You  rejoice  in  a  house  supplied  with 
all  the  modern  improvements.  You  have  water 
in  every  room.  The  elm  which  overshadows 
you  laughs  at  your  bungling  imitation  of  its  own 
delicate  mechanism,  which  noiselessly  sends  the 
supply  far  above  your  roof-tree. 

And  its  cistern  never  fails ;  its  pump  never 
gets  out  of  order. 

Strangest  of  all,  when  the  vegetable  anato- 
mist dissects  the  tree  he  can  find  no  heart. 
These  pulsations,  which  set  at  defiance  the  law 
of  gravitation,  seem  to  put  at  fault  alike  the 
naturalist  and  the  metaphysician.  They  seem 
almost  to  refute  the  axiom,  "Every  eftect  has 
a  cause."  To  the  sense  they  appear  to  be 
causeless.  The  heart  is  9,  Avonderful  mechan- 
ism. There  is  something  yet  more  wonderful. 
It  is  the  ceaseless  pulsation  of  nature  without 
a  heart. 

Hales,  by  a  curious  experiment,  demonstra- 
ted the  power  of  this  invisible  energy.  He 
fitted  a  long  tube  to  the  stem  of  a  young  vine 
which  he  severed  for  the  purpose.  The  fluid 
rose  in  the  fountain  to  the  height  of  forty-four 
feet.  Subsequent  experiments  have  measured 
its  power  yet  more  accurately.  The  mysterious 
mechanism  of  the  elm  is  more  powerful  than  the 
heart  of  the  ox,  the  horse,  or  even  the  elephant. 
The  current  flows  with  a  quiet  but  mighty  en- 
ergy which  is  positively  inexplicable.  Modern 
science  has  for  this  phenomenon  no  other  explan- 
ation than  that  which  the  Psalmist  intimates : 
"The  trees  of  the  Lord  are  full  of  sap."  This 
mysterious  power  witnesses,  not  more  truly  but 
more  evidently  and  singularly  than  more  ex- 
plicable phenomena,  to  the  divine  life-principle 
with  which  nature  has  been  endowed  by  nature's 
God. 

We  have  spoken  as  though  the  sap  were 
driven  up  from  below.  The  experiment  of 
Hales  would  seem  to  indicate  this.    An  ex- 
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periment  made  by  M.  Ponchet,  of  the  Museum 
of  Natural  History  at  Rouen,  indicates,  on  the 
contrary,  that  the  power  is  applied  from  above, 
or  inheres  in  the  arteries  of  the  tree.  It  at 
the  same  time  illustrates  the  rapidity  of  the 
circulation.  It  is  not  difficult  of  repetition, 
though  it  requires  delicacy  and  skill  in  the 
experimenter.  M.  Pouchet  cut  oif  a  branch 
of  a  tree  and  inserted  the  lower  end  into  an 
air-tight  tube  filled  with  water.  The  other  end 
of  this  tube  was  plunged  into  a  vessel  filled  with 
a  colored  liquid  heavier  than  and  which  would 
not  mix  with  the  water.  The  tree  drank  up 
the  water.  The  colored  liquid  followed  the  re- 
treating column  of  water  up  the  tube.  It  rose 
at  the  rate  of  half  an  inch  a  minute. 

The  root  constitutes  the  plant's  mouth.  It 
terminates  in  a  little  sponge.  The  sponge 
drinks  up  the  moisture  from  the  sun-ounding 
earth.  A  simple  experiment  proves  that  what- 
ever an  amputated  branch  may  do  for  an  hour, 
the  mouth  of  the  plant  is  necessary  to  its  per- 
manent vitality.  Two  plants  are  placed  for 
this  purpose,  side  by  side,  in  contiguous  ves- 
sels.   The  roots  of  the  one  are  in  water  or 
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moist  and  fruitful 
earth,  while  a  layer 
of  dry  sand  above 
surrounds  the  stem. 
It  flourishes.  The 
roots  of  the  second 
are  in  dry  sand,  while 
the  water  or  fruitful 
earth  surrounds  its 
stem.  It  dies.  In- 
deed, one  need  not 
try  such  experiments. 
Nature  has  demon- 
strations quite  as 
striking.  Every  boy 
has  seen  in  the  woods 
the  roots  of  some 
tree,  planted  by  the 
birds  or  the  winds  in 
the  crevices  of  a  rock, 
wandering  down  the 
sides  of  the  great 
boulder  in  search  of 
nourishment.  Dr. 
Davy  tells  of  a  case 
in  which  a  horse- 
chestnut,  growing  on 
a  flat  stone,  sent  out 
its  roots  thus  to  for- 
age for  food.  They 
passed  seven  feet  up 
a  contiguous  wall, 
turned  at  the  top, 
and  passing  down 
seven  feet  on  tlie 
other  side,  found  the 
needed  nourishment 
there,  which  their 
own  barren  home  de- 
nied them.  Thus 
closely  does  the  in- 
stinct of  vegetation 
imitate  the  wisdom 
of  the  animate  creation 


In  another  instance, 


narrated  by  Malherbe,  an  acacia  threw  its  roots 
across  a  hollow  of  sixty-six  feet,  to  find  its  labors 
rewarded  by  the  discovery  of  a  well  of  water  in 
which  they  plunged,  and  from  which  they  drew 
the  food  it  so  much  needed.  What  strange 
sense  drew  them  toward  the  water  rather  than 
toward  the  rock  or  the  sand? 

A  yet  more  singular  instance  of  this  search 
for  food  is  narrated  by  Wallace  in  his  "Malay 
Archipelago." 

A  seed  had  been  dropped  by  one  of  nature's 
husbandmen,  a  bird,  in  the  decaying  trunk 
of  an  old  tree.  It  sprouted,  put  forth  roots, 
branches,  a  little  stem.  But  its  roots  in  vain 
sought  nouiishment  at  the  breast  of  its  dying 
foster-mother.  At  length,  abandoning  all  hope 
of  support  from  her,  they  pushed  out  from  their 
home  to  seek  a  living.  They  dropped  to  the 
ground,  a  distance  of  sixty  or  seventy  feet,  and 
fastening  there,  succeeded  in  securing  an  inde- 
pendent livelihood.  As  time  passed  on  the  old 
trunk  died,  decayed,  disappeared.    The  new 
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tree  remained  suspended,  as  it  were,  in  mid-air, 
the  roots  proceeding  downward  and  the  branch- 
es upward  from  a  point  about  equidistant  be- 
tween the  two. 

It  is  not  thus  alone  that  the  root  exhibits  its 
intelligence.  It  displays  equal  sagacity  in  se- 
lecting from  the  soil  only  those  elements  which 
its  own  i)lant  requires.  Sometimes  it  errs,  and 
drinks  in  a  deadly  poison.  But  its  native  in- 
stinct is  more  rarely  at  fault  than  the  supposed 
superior  wisdom  of  man.  Trees  rarely  eat  un- 
wisely.   They  are  never  guilty  of  gluttony. 

Yet  if  the  root  be  the  principal  feeder  of  the 
plant,  the  chief  source  of  supply  for  its  marvel- 
ous circulation,  it  does  not  alone  fulfill  this  of- 
fice. The  leaves  also  absorb  moisture  from  the 
air.  "In  the  burning  days  of  summer,"  says 
M.  Pouchet,  "I  have  found  carpets  of  ice- 
plants  on  the  most  arid  rocks  in  Greece.  Al- 
though it  had  not  rained  for  a  month,  these 
plants  displayed  a  remarkable  freshness,  and 
their  leafage  was  none  the  less  covered  with  a 
coating  of  icicles." 
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Nature  is  never  guilty  of  red-tapeisra.  It 
possesses  in  an  eminent  degree  that  peculiar 
characteristic  of  genius,  the  power  of  adapta- 
tion to  circumstances.  When  necessary,  the 
branch  becomes  a  root,  the  root  a  branch.  Du- 
hamel  illustrated  this  by  a  curious  experiment. 

He  inverted  a  willow,  placing  its  roots  in  the 
open  air  and  its  boughs  in  the  earth.  In  a 
short  time  the  roots  were  covered  with  leaves, 
while  the  branches,  conforming  to  their  strange 
situation,  had  put  on  spongioles,  and  commenced 
the  humble  task  of  serving  their  ancient  serv- 
ants, the  now  elevated  roots.  The  writer  of 
this  article  has  seen  a  willow,  broken  by  the 
force  of  a  tornado  and  cast  upon  the  ground, 
repeating  the  same  operation.  The  inverted 
boughs  had  put  out  roots,  the  roots  had  begun 
to  clothe  themselves  with  verdure  and  assume 
the  semblance  of  branches.  M.  De  Raguse 
tells  a  still  more  remarkable  story  of  the  power 
of  nature  to  conquer  its  circumstances.  A 
Russian  gentleman,  in  a  whim,  planted  an  ave- 
nue of  limes  upside  down.  The  trees  acqui- 
esced, and  conformed  to  their  new  and  singular 
condition.  The  branches  became  vigorous  roots, 
while  the  roots  were  completely  transformed  into 
leafy  branches. 

One  looks  with  wonder  at  the  amazing  ybrce 
of  the  vital  energies  of  plants.  The  amount 
of  their  circulation  is  equally  amazing.  Our 
northern  forests  afford  annually  an  illustration 
of  the  quantity  of  water  which  the  tree  absorbs 
from  the  earth.  Every  spring,  as  the  sap  be- 
gins again,  after  its  long  hibernation,  to  flow, 
the  woodsmen  prepare  to  attack  the  sugar-ma- 
ples. They  build  their  camps  in  the  midst  of 
the  grove  whose  treasures  they  covet.  Boring 
a  hole  into  the  very  heart  of  the  tree,  they  in- 
sert a  rude  wooden  tube.    If  in  February  or 


March  you  ride  by  one  of  these  groves,  you  will 
see  in  every  tree  this  process  of  phlebotomy  re- 
peated. A  bucketful  of  its  blood  is  often  yielded 
by  each  uncomplaining  victim  every  day ;  and 
yet,  despite  this  bleeding,  it  reserves  enough  for 
the  full  supply  of  its  own  life. 

Nature,  interpreting  Him  whose  minister  she 
is,  gives  always  profusely.  She  supplies  vege- 
tation not  only  with  abundant,  but  with  super- 
abundant circulation.  What  the  tree  receives 
from  the  earth  it  partially  uses  in  its  mysteri- 
ous laboratory  in  the  manufacture  of  fruit  and 
flower.  The  rest,  and  it  is  a  large  surplus,  it 
exudes  from  the  pores,  chiefly  of  its  leaves.  In 
other  words,  the  phenomenon  of  perspiration 
is  a  universal  one. 

Nature,  as  we  all  know,  takes  a  bath  every 
summer  morning.  For  an  hour  or  more  after 
sunrise  the  leaves,  the  flowers,  the  grass  sparkle 
with  rare  brilliancy.  This  phenomenon  of  dew 
is  popularly  supposed  to  be  owing  to  a  con- 
densation of  aqueous  vapor  in  the  atmosphere. 
If  you  hold  over  the  steaming  nostril  of  the  tea- 
kettle a  cold  dinner-plate,  it  Avill  presently  be 
covered  with  moisture.  The  cold  has  con- 
densed the  steaming  vapor  into  water.  If  a 
pitcher  of  ice-water  is  brought  into  the  room  on 
a  warm  day  in  August,  its  sides  are  presently 
covered  with  dewy  drops.  The  cold  surface 
of  the  pitcher  has  converted  the  vapor  of  the 
surrounding  atmosphere  into  Avater.  If,  on  a 
summer  day,  you  lazily  lie  on  the  meadow,  look- 
ing up  into  the  blue  ether  above,  you  may  per- 
haps see  a  fleecy  cloud  mysteriously  form,  seem- 
ingly out  of  nothing,  and  sail  away  to  join  its 
white  comrades  in  the  horizon.  A  current  of 
cold  air,  striking  athwart  the  warmer  strata,  has 
converted  part  of  the  before  invisible  vapor  into 
a  thin  mist.  It  has  been  imagined  that  the 
cooling  of  the  earth,  consequent  upon  the  with- 
drawal of  the  sun,  acts  in  a  similar  manner, 
and  compels  from  the  atmosphere  this  minute 
shower  which  we  call  dew. 

But  science  does  not  altogether  confirm  this 
theory. 

The  writer  of  these  pages  received  the  other 
day  from  a  member  of  a  popular  scientific  club 
a  letter  on  this  subject. .  "We  discussed,"  said 
this  correspondent,  the  subject  of  dew  lately. 
The  accepted  scientific  explanation  was  called 
in  question  by  one  or  two  members,  and  exper- 
iments afterward  made  with  the  thermometer 
were,  for  the  most  part,  opposed  to  the  results 
given  in  the  books,  the  ground  being  found 
warmer  than  the  air  after  nightfall."  Professor 
Muschenbroeck,  of  the  University  of  Leyden, 
by  a  very  simple  illustration  still  more  clearly 
demonstrated  that  dew  is  not  altogether  owing 
to  such  a  process  of  condensation.  He  covered 
the  entire  circumference  of  the  root  of  a  white 
poppy  with  a  leaden  plate.  He  then  covered 
the  plant  with  a  bell-glass,  which  he  cemented 
to  the  lead.  The  dew  which  nightly  gathered 
upon  its  leaves  was  not,  however,  in  the  least 
abated.  During  the  dr3^est  nights  the  plant 
was  covered  with  drops  of  water,  and  the  sides 
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of  the  glass  were  even  ob- 
scured by  it.  The  quantity  far 
exceeded  that  which  could  have 
been  held  in  solution  by  the 
small  quantity  of  air  within  the 
bell-glass.  He  thus  demonstra- 
ted that  dew  is  not  exclusive- 
ly, even  if  it  be  partially,  a  con- 
densation of  aqueous  vapor  from 
the  atmosphere.  It  is  in  fact 
largely,  if  not  chiefly,  produced 
by  the  exudation  of  surplus  wa- 
ter from  the  pores  of  plants.  In 
other  words,  it  is  the  perspiration 
of  nature. 

Science  has  gone  further.  It 
has  measured  with  accuracy  the 
exact  amount  of  this  perspira- 
tion. This  Avas  done  by  an  ex- 
periment of  which  Guettard  was 
the  originator.  He  inclosed  the 
branch  of  a  tree  in  a  glass  globe. 
A  neck  proceeding  from  this 
globe  was  inserted  in  a  flask.  The  whole  was 
hermetically  sealed  to  prevent  evaporation.  The 
moisture,  transpiring  from  this  branch,  gathered 
in  little  drops  upon  the  sides  of  the  globe,  and 
trickled  down  into  the  flask  below.  The  results, 
as  they  are  reported,  are  almost  incredible.  The 
branch,  in  twenty-four  hours,  gave  off  in  per- 
spiration double  its  own  weight.  It  weighed 
five  drachms  and  a  half.  The  water  which  it 
exuded  in  a  single  day  weighed  an  ounce  and 
three  drachms. 

Thus  nature  makes  vegetation  continually 
supply  itself.  The  shower  is  by  no  means  the 
only,  perhaps  not  even  the  chief  means  of  sup- 
ply. Water,  it  has  been  said,  is  nature's  great 
transporting  medium.  It  is  water  which  is  na- 
ture's common  carrier.    Sucked  up  by  the  roots. 
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it  carries  the  juices  of  the  earth  into  every  part 
of  the  plant,  and  supplies  all  its  tissues.  Its 
office  completed,  it  exudes  in  immense  quanti- 
ties, in  countless  myriads  of  drops,  through  the 
minute  pores  of  the  leaves.  Absorbed  by  the 
atmosphere,  it  is  in  turn  condensed  in  shower. 
Or  it  rolls  from  the  leaf  directly  down  to  the 
root  of  the  plant,  takes  up  a  new  supply  of 
food,  and  repeats  again  and  again  its  circuit. 
Thus,  ceaselessly,  with  a  mighty  but  noiseless 
enginery,  the  plant  is  made  to  supply  itself 
with  the  sources  of  life.  The  steam-engine, 
that  marvel  of  human  genius  and  skill,  which 
transforms  water  into  vapor,  and,  having  used 
its  almost  immeasurable  force,  reconverts  it 
into  water,  to  be  employed  again  and  again  as 
steam,  after  all  only  imitates  an  operation  which 
nature  has  been  carrying  on  for  ages 
upon  a  scale  of  grandeur  of  which  the 
imagination  in  vain  endeavors  to  form 
an  adequate  conception. 

But  the  plant  does  not  confine  the 
benefits  of  this  process  to  itself.  In 
many  ways  it  is  rendered  beneficial  to 
others. 

The  benighted  traveler  in  the  South 
American  forests  finds  himself  in  a  situ- 
ation only  less  horrible  than  that  of  one 
who  is  lost  in  the  waterless  desert  of 
Africa.  In  the  midst  of  a  marsh,  he  is 
yet  without  water.  That  which  en- 
virons him  is  not  only  lukewarm  and 
nauseous ;  filled  with  rank  and  decay- 
ing vegetation,  it  is  dangerous  to  the 
health  as  well  as  sickening  to  the  pal- 
ate. There  are  no  rocks  to  hold  in 
their  hollows — nature's  cisterns — the  ac- 
cumulated moistures  hoarded  up  from 
recent  rains.  In  vain,  in  this  wild 
waste  of  too  luxuriant  vegetation,  where 
life  by  its  very  abundance  overpowers, 
does  he  look  for  springs.  Happy  now 
is  it  for  him  if  he  find  the  purple 
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sarracenia.  This  singular  plant  affords  a  nat- 
ural vase,  than  which  the  art  of  Etrnria  or 
Sevres  never  constructed  one  more  elegant. 
Its  circling  leaves  unite  firmly  at  their  edges, 
transforming  the  flower  into  a  graceful  and  ele- 
gant amphora.  An  ample  green  auricle,  dec- 
orated with  scarlet  veins,  surmounts  this  ves- 
sel— nature's  drinking-cup — which  is  filled  with 
fine  and  delicious  water.  The  traveler  may 
drink  of  it  with  entire  safety. 

In  India  somewhat  similar  flowers  afford  the 
denizens  of  the  forest  natural  reservoirs,  wiiich 
are  named,  for  those  who  use  them  the  most, 
monkey-cups.  These  flowery  receptacles  are 
provided  with  a  lid,  which  the])lant,  with  admira- 
ble forethought,  draws  down  at  night.  The  cup 
thus  closed  is  then  filled  by  exudation  from  its 
own  veins.  By  day  the  lid  is  raised,  and  the 
contents  are  given  off  in  evaporation  for  the 
benefit  of  shrubs  and  flowers  less  happy  than  it- 
self. These  cups,  in  the  smaller  varieties,  hold 
about  half  a  pint  of  water  each.    Mr.  Wallace 


reports  finding  some  on  the 
island  of  Borneo  which  con- 
tained two  quarts  of  water, 

A  yet  more  extraordinary 
illustration  of  this  peculiar 
transpiration  of  plants  is  af- 
forded by  the  w^eeping-tree 
of  the  Canary  Islands.*  This 
extraordinary  tree  lives  in  a 
perpetual  shower.  Tlie  wa- 
ter, exuding  from  its  foliage, 
falls  in  a  copious  rain  from 
its  branches.  It  thus  stands 
in  the  midst  of  a  little  pond, 
which  it  perpetually  supplies. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  vicin- 
ity come  hither  to  get  their 
water.  M.  Fouchet,  from 
whose  pages  we  take  this  re- 
markable account  of  the 
weeping-tree,  adds:  "At 
first  I  suspected  some  exag- 
geration in  the  accounts 
given  by  travelers  as  to  the 
transpiration  of  this  tree  ;  but 
after  seeing  an  arborescent 
fuchsia,  in  one  of  the  green- 
houses of  the  botanical  gar- 
den of  Rouen,  rain  down  so 
much  water  upon  the  plants 
round  it  that  it  was  necessary 
to  remove  them,  I  have  be- 
lieved the  statements." 

It  is  not,  however,  water 
only  which  nature  thus  sin- 
gularly but  generously  pro- 
vides. The  tree  is  not  only 
a  reservoir ;  it  is  a  manufac- 
tory, a  laboratory,  yes !  even 
a  distillery. 

"A  land  flowing  with  milk 
and  honey"  was,  if  we  may 
judge  from  the  present  as- 
pects of  nature  in  Palestine, 
an  hyperbole  when  applied  to  that  land  of  })rom- 
ise.    Yet  it  is  true  that  both  sometimes  liter- 
ally flow  from  the  products  of  the  soil. 

The  peasants  of  Sicily  find,  exuding  from  the 
pores  of  the  flowering  ash,  a  sugary  substance 
resembling  honey.  They  gather  it,  as  the  boys 
do  chewing-gum  from  the  spruce,  with  a  knife. 
Similar  exudations  are  observed  in  the  larch- 
tree  of  Brian^on.  Bruce  observed  an  analo- 
gous phenomenon  in  Abyssinia.  On  the  other 
hand,  in  Caracas,  South  America,  the  natives, 
making  an  incision  in  the  trunk  of  wliat  they 
very  properly  designate  the  cow-tree,  extract  a 
fluid  which  has  not  only  the  appearance,  but  all 
the  qualities  of  milk. 

Nature  also  churns.  The  natives  of  the  Ni- 
ger gather  their  butter  from  the  butter-tree. 
They  even  sell  it  in  their  markets.  It  abounds 
in  such  quantities  as  to  threaten  to  become  an 
article  of  commerce,  and  bring  their  isolated 


*  See  illustration  on  page  507. 
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land  into  relations  with  other  and  civilized  com- 
munities. The  slave-dealer  dreads  it  more  than 
the  English  blockade.  At  his  solicitation  the 
King  of  Dahomey  ordered  it  exterminated. 
But  it  will  not  die.  A  ceaseless  war  is  pro- 
claimed in  the  name  of  this  infamous  traffic 
against  the  tree.  The  malice  of  its  foes  it  re- 
pays only  by  persistent  beneficence.  It  is  an- 
nually burned  by  royal  decree.  It  annually 
springs  up  again. 

Alas  !  that  we  should  be  obliged  to  confess 
it,  nature,  which  furnishes  us  so  abundantly 
Vol.  XL.— No.  23S.— 33 


with  fruits  of  innumerable  kinds,  provides  also, 
in  its  mystic  laboratory,  wine.  The  Avine-bear- 
ing  palm  of  Western  Africa  yields  a  vinous 
sap,  which  is  indeed  mild  and  sweet  when  first 
drawn,  but  ferments  in  a  few  hours,  and  is  then 
invested  with  intoxicating  qualities.  The  tee- 
totaler will,  however,  remind  us  that  vegeta- 
tion, which  produces  water  in  such  abundance 
and  in  every  land,  furnishes  wine  but  in  one 
country  and  in  limited  quantities.  He  may 
add,  also,  that  even  this  fact  is  less  significant 
than  it  seems ;  that  Nature  is  not  always  be- 
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neficent,  nor  her  gifts  to  be  taken  without  ex- 
amination ;  that,  like  man,  she  makes  out  of 
the  same  juices  sometimes  the  most  healthful 
fruits,  and  sometimes  the  most  noxious  poisons. 
And  he  will  he  undoubtedly  right.  Inanimate, 
as  well  as  animate  nature,  furnishes  venomous 
reptiles  whose  secretions  are  death  itself.  There 
is  nothing  incredible  in  the  story  which  Xeno- 
phon  narrates  of  the  accident  which  overtook 
his  army.  Having  found  some  honey,  the  sol- 
diers eagerly  devoured  it.  Those  that  partook 
were  dangerously  poisoned.  This  event,  inex- 
plicable at  the  time,  science  has  since  explain- 
ed. The  honey  was  composed,  doubtless  in 
part  at  least,  of  the  poisonous  juices  of  the 
Asa  lea  pontica. 

The  nettle,  which  in  our  northern  climate 


only  stings,  in  the  tropics  is  dangerous,  if  not 
deadly.  It  is  even  said  that  only  amputation 
will  save  the  life  of  one  who  has  been,  so  to 
speak,  bitten  by  one  of  these  "serpents  of  the 
vegetable  kingdom."  This  species  of  plant, 
armed  with  organs  which  closely  resemble  the 
fangs  of  a  serpent,  is  called  by  the  natives  the 
"devil's  leaf." 

These  noxious  juices  are,  however,  the  ex-- 
ception.  Those  which  seem  poisonous  some- 
times possess  rare  medical  qualities.  Such  is 
the  case  with  the  cinchona,  from  which  we  de- 
rive the  quinine,  the  only  remed}' which  science 
has  yet  discovered  for  those  burning  fevers 
which  are  produced  by  the  luxuriant  vegeta- 
tion in  the  midst  of  which  the  cinchona  is  found. 
Perhaps  science  will  yet  discover  that  nothing 


NATURE'S  COMMON  CARRIER. 


515 


in  nature  is  really  noxious ;  that  it  is  only  our 
ignorance  which  makes  it  appear  so. 

Nature  does  not  content  herself  with  provid- 
ing fruits,  beverages,  and  medicines.  She  has 
also  a  proper  regard  for  our  appearance.  She 
furnishes  us  with  soap  and  perfumes  for  our 
toilet,  and  with  light  for  our  use  when  darkness 
veils  the  earth. 

The  negro  picks  out  his  letters  in  his  South- 
ern cabin  by  the  light  of  a  pitch-pine  torch — 
the  light,  that  is,  of  the  resinous  exudation  of 
one  of  the  common  trees  of  the  American  for- 
ests. Nor  is  it  always  in  the  form  of  resin  or 
pitch  that  this  exudation  takes  place.  It  is 
sometimes  a  vapor.  This  is  the  case  with  the 
fraxinella,  which  is  a  minute  but  beautiful  gas- 
factory.  If  it  be  guarded  against  the  wind — 
by  being  placed  in  a  glass  case,  for  example — 
and  the  vapor  which  it  throws  off  be  thus  at 
the  same  time  collected,  the  latter  will  take  fire 
when  lighted,  and  burn  with  a  bright,  spark- 
ling light  like  that  of  the  lycopodium,  which  is 
used  in  producing  the  harmless  conflagrations 
of  the  melodrama. 

The  seeds  of  some  leguminosre  afford  the 
Chinese  a  substitute  for  soap.    The  mendicant 
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friars  of  the  Middle  Ages  employed  the  leaves 
of  the  soapwort  for  the  same  purpose.  Nei- 
ther Chinaman  nor  friar  attained,  however,  such 
results  in  cleanliness  as  would  make  us  desirous 
to  substitute  their  article  for  that  produced  by 
artificial  means. 

In  perfumeries  nature  is  more  successful.  It 
is  said  that  the  odor  of  the  rosemary  indicates 
to  the  mariner  the  coast  of  Spain  more  than 
ten  leagues  out  at  sea.  Other  plants  as  well, 
exuding  odoriferous  oils,  provide  the  perfumer 
with  the  materials  of  his  art,  and  the  ladies  with 
the  contents  of  those  expensive  little  bottles 
which  are  the  necessary  furniture  of  every  well- 
appointed  toilet-table.  In  France,  where  the 
art  is  carried  to  its  greatest  perfection,  immense 
gardens  of  flowers  are  cultivated  exclusively 
for  their  fragrance,  which  is  caught,  caged,  and 
shipped  to  every  quarter  of  the  civilized  globe. 
In  a  single  establishment,  near  Cannes,  there 
are  annually  used  one  hundred  and  fifty-three 
thousand  pounds  avoirdupois  of  orange  flow- 
ers, the  .same  quantity  of  rose  flowers,  over 
thirteen  thousand  pounds  of  black  currant  flow- 
ers, thirty-five  thousand  pounds  of  jasmine  flow- 
ers, twenty -two  thousand  pounds  of  violets, 
nearly  nine  thousand  pounds  of  tuberoses,  be- 
sides mint  and  rosemary.  In  the  district  of 
Provence  the  flower  market  is  quite  as  import- 
ant as  that  of  the  grains  or  the  fruits. 

We  have  spoken  of  Nature's  manufactories 
as  well  as  of  her  laboratories.  It  is  only  nec- 
essary to  remind  our  readers  that  modern  sci- 
ence has  found  in  the  milky  juices  of  the  cahu- 
chu  of  South  America,  and  the  Isorumdra  gutta 
of  the  Malay  Archipelago,  a  substance  capable 
of  serving  a  greater  variety  of  uses  than  any 
one  wood  or  single  metal.  The  India  rubber 
and  gutta-percha,  under  the  skillful  manipula- 
tions of  modern  art,  assume  a  greater  number 
of  transformations  than  imagination  ever  con- 
ceived of  as  being  produced  by  the  magic  wand 
of  the  most  potent  fairy.  It  runs,  indeed,  the 
whole  gamut  of  the  useful  and  ornamental, 
from  the  breast-pin  on  the  bosom  of  the  belle 
to  the  life-boat  in  the  surges  of  the  ocean. 

Such  are  some,  by  no  means  all,  of  the  many 
marvels  of  that  mysterious  circulating  process 
which  is  always  going  on,  in  diflerent  forms 
and  with  such  widely  different  results,  in  the 
veins  of  every  tree,  plant,  shrub,  flower,  grass. 

But  thp  circulation  of  nature  is  not  confined 
to  vegetation.  We  may  even  say  that  this  is 
but  a  small  part  of  it. 

The  poet  is  accustomed  to  call  the  ocean  "a 
waste  of  waters."  To  the  careless  observer  it 
seems  strange  that  three-fourths  of  the  surface 
of  the  earth  should  be  given  up  to  this  track- 
less but  mobile  desert.  But  this  immense  mass 
of  water  constitutes,  in  fact,  the  heart  of  the 
globe,  and  supplies  nature  with  its  life-blood. 
Were  it  not  for  this  "waste  of  wafers,"  the  con- 
tinents would  soon  become  a  waste  of  land. 

This  heart  has  its  pulsations.  Twice  in 
twenty-four  hours  the  gigantic  heart-throb  oc- 
curs which  we  call  the  tide. 
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The  fiercest  storm  that  ever  plows  the  sur- 
face of  the  Northern  Atlantic  produces  but  a 
ripple  on  its  surface.  Science  has  measured 
the  height  of  the  wave.  It  is  pronounced  but 
twenty  feet  high.  This  measurement  makes 
account,  it  is  true,  only  of  the  regular  undula- 
tions of  the  sea.  When  this  wave  meets  with 
any  obstacle,  as  a  rock,  or  another  wave  com- 
ing in  an  opposite  direction,  or  even  an  auda- 
cious ship  daring  its  assault,  it  mounts  much 
higher.  Its  spray  sometimes  is  thrown  up  to  a 
distance  of  a  hundred,  a  hundred  and  twenty, 
or  even  a  hundred  and  fifty  feet.  But  what  is 
this  upon  the  surface  of  waters  whose  depths 
are  measured  in  miles  ?  The  passion  of  the 
ocean  is  but  at  the  surface,  after  all. 

"When  winds  are  raging  o'er  the  upper  ocean, 
And  billows  wild  contend  with  angry  roar, 
'Tis  said,  far  down,  beneath  the  wild  commotion, 
That  peaceful  stillness  reigneth  evermore. 

"Far,  far  beneath,  the  noise  of  tempests  dieth, 
And  silver  waves  chime  ever  peacefull}', 
And  no  rude  storm,  how  fierce  soe'er  it  flieth, 
Disturbs  the  Sabbath  of  that  deeper  sea." 

It  is  not  so  with  the  tide.  The  tidal  wave  af- 
fects the  entire  mass.  The  whole  ocean  seems 
to  leap  up  from  its  bed  in  a  vain  effort  to  follow 
the  beck  of  the  moon  it  adores,  then  falls,  de- 
spairing, back  into  its  place  again. 

If  this  were  all,  the  tidal  Avave  would  be  a 
very  simple  matter.  But  it  is  not  all.  This 
immense  pulsation  is  modified,  retarded,  ac- 
celerated, deflected,  by  many  influences  :  by  the 
configuration  of  continents  and  islands,  by  ocean 
currents,  by  winds,  by  the  conjunction  or  the 
opposition  of  the  sun  and  moon,  which  at  times 
unite  their  forces  to  draw  the  Avater  from  the 


embraces  of  the  earth,  sometimes  opposing, 
neutralize  each  other's  influence.  Finally,  this 
wave  is  deflected  by  the  rotary  motion  of  the 
earth  itself  upon  its  axis. 

The  tide,  then,  is  not  a  single  wave  of  water 
flowing  round  the  globe.  It  is  a  marvelous, 
profound,  and  widely  diversified  agitation  of 
the  entire  ocean.  It  produces  extraordinary, 
and  sometimes  awful,  ijhenomena.  It  begets 
the  most  singular  and,  to  the  unlearned,  the 
most  inexplicable  currents,  which,  suddenly  and 
apparently  causelessly  springing  up  in  a  quiet 
sea,  seem  to  the  ignorant  supernatural,  and  are 
attributed  by  their  superstitions  to  the  wrath 
of  some  offended  deity.  It  is  even  said  that 
Aristotle  drowned  himself  in  the  Euripus  be- 
cause, with  all  his  sagacity,  he  could  not  com- 
prehend its  irregular  and  mysterious  fluctua- 
tions. 

This  tidal  wave,  at  the  island  of  St.  Helena 
but  three  feet  high,  and  among  the  islands  of 
the  Pacific  scarcely  perceptible,  rises  upward 
of  sixty  feet  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy.  At  the 
equator  it  moves  at  the  rate  of  a  thousand  miles 
an  hour.  It  takes,  on  the  other  hand,  three 
hours  and  nine  minutes  for  it  to  perform  the 
journey  from  Aberdeen  to  Newcastle,  a  distance 
of  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  miles.  There  arc 
regions  where  the  tide  is  absolutely  impercepti- 
ble. This  is  the  case  in  the  centre  of  the  Ger- 
man ocean.  There  are  other  districts  where 
its  force  and  fury  are  positivel}'  aAvful.  This 
is  especially  the  case  Avhen  a  wind,  blowing  witli 
the  tide,  adds  to  the  intensity  of  its  force.  It 
then  beats  upon  the  coast  with  fearful  fury. 
Neither  natural  nOr  artificial  barriers  are  suf- 
ficient to  withstand  it.    In  a  few  hours  whole 
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towns  are  swept  away,  and  fields  and  farms  are 
ravaged  and  destroyed.  Instances  are  record- 
ed in  Avhich  forty  thousand  acres  have  been 
submerged,  four  thousand  houses  have  been 
swept  away,  four  hundred  thousand  persons 
have  lost  their  lives. 

It  is  to  tidal  waves,  meeting  from  opposite 
directions,  that  those  whirlpools  are  due  which 
have  been  rendered  famous  in  song  and  story, 
but  which  science  has  comprehended,  and  proved 
to  be  comparatively  dangerless.  The  Sicilian 
fisherman  no  longer  fears  the  Charybdis  which 
gave  Ulysses  so  much  trouble.  The  maelstrom 
on  the  coast  of  Norway,  long  supposed,  at  least 
by  the  ignorant,  to  be  caused  by  some  subter- 
ranean, or  perhaps  we  should  say  subaqueous, 
passage  into  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  is  really  a 
product  of  the  tides,  sometimes  aggravated  by 
the  wind.  Now  that  its  nature  is  understood  it 
is  robbed  of  most  of  its  terrors,  though  it  is 
still  avoided  by  the  careful  navigator  when  pe- 
culiarly violent. 

Sometimes  the  grandeur  of  this  tidal  wave 
is  greatly  increased  by  the  peculiar  formation 
of  the  rocks  against  which  it  beats.  This  is 
the  case  on  the  south  coast  of  the  Mauritius. 
There  a  long  promontory  of  rock  runs  far  out 
into  the  open  sea.  The  waves  have  wora  in 
this  rock  marvelous  grottoes  and  caves  of 
all  imaginable  grotesque  forms.  Through  the 
roof  of  two  of  these  caves  it  has  forced  a  pas- 
sage out,  making  an  aperture  in  the  rock  like  a 
chimney.  This  roof  is  thirty-five  or  forty  feet 
above  the  low -water  mark.  But  when  the 
tidal  wave  reaches  the  coast  it  enters  this  cave, 
and,  striking  with  great  force  against  the  roof, 
flies  through  the  vent  full  sixty  feet  in  the  air. 
The  roar  of  this  majestic  fountain,  which  na- 
ture has  thus  wrought  for  itself,  can  be  dis- 
tinctly heard  at  a  distance  of  two  miles. 

Electrical  phenomena  add  their  terror  at 
times  to  the  grandeur  of  the  ocean  tides. 
Among  the  caves  and  grottoes  of  the  storm- 
beaten  coast  of  Norway,  these  are  sometimes 
seen  in  forms  which  are  absolutely  terrific  ;  as, 
for  example,  in  the  Lyse  Fiord,  a  prodigious 
ditch  twenty-five  miles  or  so  in  length,  shut  in 
betAveen  two  walls  of  sharp-pointed,  perpen- 
dicular rocks,  of  the  average  height  of  more 
than  half  a  mile.  The  tidal  wave,  impelled  by 
a  raging  storm,  rushing  through  this  natural 
chasm,  would  alone  render  the  desolate  scene 
one  of  almost  awful  grandeur ;  but  at  such 
times  the  heavens  often  lend  their  terrors  to 
add  to  its  weird  sublimity. 

"When  the  southwest  wind  blows  rudely," 
says  a  recent  writer,  "  and  plunges  by  violent 
gusts  into  the  vast  chasm  of  the  Lyse  Fiord,  a 
strange  meteoric  phenomenon  adds  to  the  ter- 
rible majesty  of  the  scene.  Fifteen  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  sea,  and  at  two-thirds  of  the 
height  of  the  wall  that  rises  to  the  southward 
of  tlie  entrance  to  the  gulf,  there  is  seen  a  flash 
of  lightning  leaping  from  time  to  time  from  the 
black  rock,  spreading,  then  contracting,  then 
expanding,  and  shrinking  again,  and  dispers-  j 


ing  in  luminous  fringes  before  it  reaches  the 
northern  wall.  This  broad  tongue  of  fire  ad- 
vances, whirling  round  and  round  as  it  goes, 
and  it  is  to  this  rotary  movement  that  the  ap- 
parent expansions  and  contractions  of  the  light- 
ning are  due.  Rapid  detonations  are  heard 
with  an  increasing  power  before  the  live  flame 
leaps  from  the  rock;  a  violent  clap  of  thunder 
accompanies  it,  and  reverberates  in  prolonged 
echoes  through  this  narrow  corridor  of  the  sea. 
One  would  think  that  some  battery,  hidden  be- 
hind the  cliff,  was  cannonading  some  invisible 
casemate  in  the  opposite  wall," 

Quite  as  awful,  though  quite  dif^■erent,  is  the 
effect  produced  when  the  tide,  forced  by  the 
peculiar  contour  of  the  land,  is  driven  in  a  sin- 
gle wave  up  the  channel  of  a  narrowing  river. 
The  day  is  perhaps  bright  and  calm.  There  is 
nothing  to  give  presage  of  the  approaching  bat- 
tle between  the  current  of  the  ocean  and  the 
current  of  the  stream.  Suddenly  a  distant 
roar  is  heard,  like  the  mutterings  of  far-off 
thunder.  It  waxes  louder  and  louder.  It  is 
the  sea  advancing  to  the  charge.  Then  a  line 
of  white  foam  is  visible  in  the  distance.  This 
line  of  foam  is  the  crest  of  an  ocean  wave.  It 
is  a  rampart,  a  wall  of  water  like  that  which 
reared  itself  at  the  rod  of  Moses.  That  Avas 
stationary.  This  marches  with  marvelous  ra- 
pidity, sometimes  at  the  speed  of  the  raos-t 
rapid  railroad  train.  In  the  Tsien-kiang  Riv- 
er of  China  it  travels  thirty-five  miles  an  hour. 
A  moment  ago  and  the  surface  of  the  water 
was  thirty  feet  below  the  bank.  The  wave 
passes.  The  river  now  laves  your  feet.  While 
this  moving  cataract  of  waters  advances,  all  the 
busy  traffic  of  the  river  is  for  the  moment  sus- 
pended. Every  thing  waits  in  expectancy  its 
approach.  The  boatmen  turn  their  prow  to 
this  ocean  monster,  and  safely  ride  what  at  first 
threatens  to  engulf  them. 

But  the  tide  is  by  no  means  the  only  circu- 
lation of  the  ocean. 

The  ocean  as  well  as  the  land  has  its  rivers, 
rivers  that  are  as  much  grander  than  those  of 
the  continents  as  is  the  medium  through  which 
they  flow — rivers  with  banks  almost  as  well  de- 
fined, with  currents  as  ceaseless,  Avith  volume 
immeasurably  larger.  Lyell  describes  one  of 
these  oceanic  rivers  as  four  thousand  miles  long, 
and  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles  Avide.  Lieutenant  Maury 
attributes  to  the  Gulf- stream  a  volume  one 
thousand  times  greater  than  that  of  the  Ama- 
zon or  the  Mississippi,  These  ocean  rivers  flow 
with  a  rapidity  exceeding  that  of  the  largest 
navigable  continental  streams,  and  are  so  deep 
as  to  be  sometimes  obstructed,  and  occasion- 
ally turned  aside,  by  banks  the  tops  of  Avhich 
do  not  rise  within  three  hundred  feet,  yes,  some- 
times not  Avithin  six  hundred  feet  of  the  sur- 
face of  the  sea.  These  currents,  Avhose  causes 
are  only  partially  understood,  fuse  all  the  Ava- 
ters  of  the  ocean,  and  keep  up  a  perpetual  cir- 
culation betAveen  its  various  parts. 

This  circulation  is  the  grand  equalizer  of 
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temperatures.  It  is  the  Gulf- stream  which 
gives  the  grape  to  the  coast  of  France  in  a  lati- 
tude five  degrees  north  of  that  of  Nova  Scotia. 
The  traveler  leaving  the  harbor  of  New  York, 
ice-locked  and  snow-clad,  lands  in  January  on 
the  coast  of  Ireland,  ten  degrees  further  north, 
astonished  to  find  it  attired  in  a  garment  of 
green.  The  Gulf-stream  has  brought  the  cli- 
mate of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  across  the  Atlan- 
tic, to  mitigate  the  rigors  of  what  would  other- 
wise be  an  unendurable  winter.  Science  even 
surmises  that  this  same  oceanic  river,  flowing 


by  Nova  Zembla,  produces  that  mysterious 
open  sea  which  Morton  discovered,  and  gives 
to  the  pole  a  milder  climate  than  our  futile  re- 
searches, thus  far  conducted,  would  seem  to 
indicate.* 

The  causes  of  these  oceanic  currents,  though 

*  It  is  true  that  this  effect  of  the  Gulf-stream  has 
heen  recently  doubted,  and  all  that  Lienteuaut  Maury 
has  written  abont  it  is  not  to  be  received  without  ques- 
tion. But  a  recent  writer,  in  SL  PauVs  Magazine,  has 
shown,  we  think  satisfactorily,  that  the  main  facts,  as 
stated  above,  have  not  been  successfully  impugned. 
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still  wrapped  in  mystery,  are  by  no  means 
wholly  unknown  to  modern  science.  The  chief 
causes  are  heat  and  animalcuhe. 

The  operation  of  heat  in  producing  oceanic 
currents  is  explained  by  Sir  Charles  Lyell  by 
means  of  a  very  simple  illustration.  The  ex- 
periment which  he  describes  does  not  even  re- 
quire to  be  tried.  Let  the  reader,  in  imagina- 
tion only,  take  a  long  trough,  divided  by  a  par- 
tition into  two  compartments.  Let  him  fill  one 
compartment  with  quicksilver,  the  other  with 
water.  Let  him  then  remove  the  partition 
which  separates  them.  He  does  not  need  to 
be  told  that  the  quicksilver  will  at  once  flow 
into  its  neighbor's  compartment,  seeking  the 
bottom  of  the  trough ;  the  water  will,  on  the 
other  hand,  occujjy  the  vacated  half  of  the 
quicksilver's  cliamber,  rising  to  and  floating  on 
the  surface.  It  is  such  an  interchange  which 
perpetually  occurs  between  the  waters  of  the 
tropic  and  of  the  arctic  zones.  The  ocean  wa- 
ters, heated  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  rise  to  the 
surface,  and  flow  toward  the  North,  to  take  the 
place  of  the  heavier  water  there,  which,  losing 
its  heat,  sinks  to  the  bottom  of  the  ocean,  and 
returns  in  an  undercurrent  toward  the  equa- 
tor. 

That  there  are  thus  two  currents  flowing  in 
opposite  directions  is  ocularly  demonstrated  ev- 
ery spring  by  the  floating  icebergs.  These  push 
their  way  against  the  upper  current  of  the  Gulf- 
stream  so  far  to  the  south  as  to  constitute  the 
mariner's  greatest  danger  in  his  transatlantic 
voyage.  The  reason  of  their  mysterious  prog- 
ress is  partly  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  it  is 
the  surface  alone  which  encounters  the  warm 
current  from  the  Gulf.  By  far  the  largest  por- 
tion of  the  iceberg  is  immersed  in  the  colder 
current  below,  which  carries  with  it  this  native 


8UKLLS  OF  TUE  INFUSORIA. 


A  FLOATING  lOEBEKQ. 

of  the  pole  to  perish  beneath  the  genial  influ- 
ences of  the  temperate  zone. 

This  circulatory  process,  seemingly  so  sim- 
ple, is  really  complicated.  The  ocean  currents, 
like  the  tides,  are  modified,  retarded,  accelera- 
ted, deflected,  by  many  causes.  These  com- 
bine to  keep  the  ocean  in  a  perpetual  state  of 
healthful  agitation. 

More  difficult  to  comprehend,  more  incredi- 
ble, despite  the  demonstrations  of  science,  are 
the  effects  produced  upon  ocean  currents  by  the 
infusoria.  It  surpasses  belief  that  it  should  be 
in  the  power  of  these  infinitesimal  little  insects 
— so  small  that  it  requires  eleven  millions  of 
their  shells  to  make  one  cubic  inch  of-sand — to 
produce  any  effect  upon  the  mighty  ocean.  But 
their  number  compensates  for  their  individual 
insignificance.  They  are  literally  as  the  sand 
of  the  sea-shore  for  multitude.  Their  shells 
enter  into  the  composi- 
tion of  every  beach, 
and  of  many  mountains. 
The  colossal  sphinx  and 
the  largest  of  the  pyra- 
mids are  alike  construct- 
ed of  their  corpses. 
Their  industry  has 
reared  not  only  formi- 
dable breakers,  those 
coral  reefs  which  are  so 
dangerous  a  foe  to  navi- 
gation, but  has  laid  the 
foundation  of  habitable 
islands.  Their  labor  is 
as  rapid  as  its  results  are 
marvelous.  One  of  the 
straits  in  the  approaches 
to  Australia,  Avhich  a 
few  years  ago  only  pos- 
sessed twenty-six  of 
these  coral  islands,  at 
present  displays  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty. 

But  how  is  it  that 
these  little  insects  affect 
the  oceanic  currents  ? 


520 


HAEPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


They  are  not  only  the  "  toilers  of  the  sea," 
they  are  also  its  purifiers.  The  impurities 
which  escape  the  voracity  of  the  fish  are  de- 
voured by  the  yet  more  voracious  animalcule, 
whose  power  of  appetite  is  only  exceeded  by 
their  power  of  reproduction.  A  single  individ- 
ual possesses  sometimes  a  hundred  stomachs, 
and  gives  birth  in  a  single  day  to  a  family  of 
ten  thousand  cliildren.  These  little  creatures 
seize  upon  the  calcareous  substances  held  in 
solution  in  the  myriad  drops  of  water  which 
constitute  their  home.  The  water,  lightened 
of  its  freight,  rises  to  the  surface  to  make  room 
for  a  new  drop  freighted  with  stores  brought 
down  from  above.  So  this  commerce  of  the 
seas  is  carried  on  through  the  ages  without  ces- 
sation, and  these  infinitesimal  little  polijpi,  by 
their  energetic  industry,  not  only  form  the  foun- 
dations of  new  land,  and  purify  the  ocean  of 
foreign  substances,  but  also  establish  and  main- 
tain a  ceaseless  current  between  the  bottom  and 
the  surface  of  the  sea. 

Over  the  "vasty  deep"  hovers  another,  an 
aerial  sea,  which  plays  in  the  circulation  of  the 
earth  a  part  even  more  important  than  that 
which  we  have  just  described.  This  circum- 
ambient sea,  child  of  the  ocean,  is,  says  Lieu- 
tenant Maury,  "  an  envelope  or  covering  for  the 
dispersion  of  light  and  heat  over  the  surface  of 
the  earth ;  it  is  a  sewer  into  which,  with  every 
breath  we  draw,  we  cast  vast  quantities  of  dead 
animal  matter ;  it  is  a  laboratory  for  purifica- 
tion, in  which  that  matter  is  recompoinided  and 
wrought  again  into  wholesome  and  healthful 
shapes,;  ,k  is  a> machine  for  pumping  up  all  the 
rivers  from  the  sea,  and  conveying  the  waters 
from  their  fountains  on  the  ocean  to  their  sources 
in  the  mountains ;  it  is  an  inexhaustible  maga- 
zine, marvelously  adapted  for  many  benign  and 
beneficent  purposes." 

When  the  nurse  puts  the  vessel  of  water  to 
be  heated  over  the  spirit-lamp,  presently  she 
sees,  or  may  if  she  be  observant,  particles  of 
vapor  forming  on  the  bottom  of  the  vessel,  de- 
taching themselves,  and  rising  to  the  surface. 
The  colder  particles  of  water — though  this  she 
does  not  see — descend  to  take  their  place.  This 
operation  is  repeated  on  a  sublime  scale  in  the 
aerial  ocean.  The  water  of  the  surface  of  the 
sea,  converted  into  vapor,  rises  toward  the  sur- 
face of  the  atmosphere.  Generally  this  process 
is  so  subtle  as  to  be  imperceptible  to  the  eye. 
At  times,  however,  the  aqueous  vapor  forms  in 
clouds,  and  hangs  over  the  ocean,  a  dense  fog, 
the  dread  of  the  mariner,  but  a  prolific  source 
of  life  to  the  earth. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  average  depth  of  rain 
which  annually  falls  upon  the  surface  of  the 
globe  is  four  feet  and  a  half.  This  immense 
body  of  water  is  pumped  up  by  the  sun  from 
the  surface  of  the  ocean  and  distributed  by  winds 
over  the  earth's  surface.  The  rainless  deserts 
of  Africa  suffice  to  indicate  what  the  world 
would  be  if  this  circulating  process  were  omit- 
ted. The  drought  of  a  single  season  is  suffi- 
cient to  demonstrate  our  dejjendence  upon  it. 


While  we  are  writing  a  furious  storm  is  rag- 
ing without.  The  wind  is  blowing  a  gale  from 
the  southeast.  The  rain  is  beating  with  vio- 
lence against  our  windows  ;  that  is  to  say,  God's 
carriage  is  bringing  from  the  not-far-distant  sea 
the  treasures  of  rain  for  our  fields.  These 
clouds  are,  however,  often  carried  to  an  im- 
mense altitude.  He  who  climbs  the  highest 
mountains  sees  them  often  yet  far  above  him. 
Frequently  they  travel  myriads  of  miles  in  in- 
visible forms.  Perhaps  to-morrow,  in  a  higher 
level,  the  same  carriage  will  convey  the  aque- 
ous vapor,  held  in  solution,  till  it  reaches  the 
banks  of  the  Mississippi,  when,  a  cold  current 
striking  it,  it  will  precipitate  the  moisture  in 
rain  upon  the  prairies  of  Illinois.  These  op- 
erations perpetually  repeated,  obedient  doubt- 
less to  laws,  but  to  laws  that  are  at  best  but 
imperfectly  understood,  not  only  give  to  the 
earth  those  juices  which,  as  we  have  already 
seen,  the  plant  so  well  knows  how  to  use,  but 
furnish  the  mountains  with  their  springs — the 
streams,  rivers,  ponds,  lakes,  with  their  con- 
tents. Filtering  through  the  earth,  they  take 
up  the  medicinal  properties  of  the  soil,  and  be- 
come famed  for  their  healing  virtues  ;  kept  from 
the  heats  of  summer  by  their  earthy  covering, 
they  afford  a  delicious  drink  in  the  hottest  of 
the  dog-days;  or,  descending  into  the  very  bow- 
el's of  the  earth,  they  are  heated  by  its  mysteri- 
ous subterranean  fires,  and  reappear  in  the  form 
of  warm,  or  even  boiling  springs. 

This  wonderful,  this  divine  mechanism  pro- 
duces effects  as  marvelous  for  their  beauty  as 
for  their  utility.  No  forms  are  so  varied,  so 
graceful,  so  grand,  so  majestically,  so  terribly 
sublime  even,  as  those  which  the  great  Sculp- 
tor carves  in  the  clouds.  No  tints  are  so  ex- 
quisitely beautiful  as  those  which  God  paints, 
with  water  for  a  canvas  and  sunlight  for  a 
brush. 

Sometimes  a  singular  illusion  invests  the 
cloud  with  power  to  awaken  superstitious  ter- 
ror. Of  these  the  most  wonderful  is  the  Spec- 
tre of  the  Brocken.  On  this  peak,  one  of  the 
loftiest  mountains  of  the  Harz,  the  traveler 
sometimes  perceives,  looking  down  upon  him 
from  the  heavens,  a  gigantic  figure  like  the 
genii  of  the  Arabian  Nights,  It  is  not  strange 
that  the  superstitious  peasantry,  terrified  by  the 
apparition,  had  not  the  presence  of  mind  to 
study  this  shadowy  appearance,  and  learn  that 
it  is  but  a  reflection  of  the  startled  observer. 
They  are  not  the  only  ones  Avho  have  mistaken 
a  gigantic  and  illusive  image  for  a  god. 

Not  a  little  of  the  water  falling  in  rain-drops 
takes  up  its  home  upon  the  land.  It  congeals 
in  frost  and  snow  on  mountain-tops.  It  hides 
in  rocky  beds  far  beneath  the  soil.  It  impreg- 
nates the  earth.  It  is  taken  up  by  the  plants. 
The  remainder  Avcnds  its  way  back  to  the  sea 
by  means  of  streams  and  rivers.  The  Amazon 
alone  restores  every  minute  half  a  million  of 
tons  of  water  to  the  ocean.  How  grand  are  the 
processes  of  God  in  nature  ! 

Nor  are  these  rivers  the  mere  waste-pipes 
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of  the  continent.    They  are  rather  its  arteries.  1 
The  hlood  of  the  earth,  like  that  of  the  tree  and  j 
the  body,  is  a  l)uilder.    The  Egyptians  riglitly  ; 
regarded  their  country  as  a  gift  from  the  Nile. 
This  fertile  plain,  the  home  of  a  once  proud 
nation,  the  cradle  of  our  material  civilization, 
as  Palestine  is  of  Christianity,  has  been  re- 
deemed by  the  river  from  the  desert.  The 


delta  of  the  Niger  is  less  widely  known,  but  is 
considerably  larger.  There  are  others  in  In- 
dia and  South  America  which  are  not  inferior 
to  either  in  tlie  fertility  of  their  soil  and  the 
luxuriance  of  their  vegetation.  There  is  little 
reason  to  doubt  that  the  fertile  prairies  of  our 
own  West,  as  well  as  the  alluvial  lands  Avhich 
skirt  the  Connecticut,  the  Ohio,  and  the  Mis- 
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sissippi  rivers,  are  due  to  the  action  of  water,  ' 
which  not  only  irrigates  and  fructifies,  but  ab-  ; 
solutely  forms  continents.    The  action  of  gla-  j 
ciers,  those  rivers  of  ice,  is  only  less  important ;  > 
their  processes  are,  however,  so  slow  that  it  is  | 
with  difficulty  that  science  estimates  the  extent  ' 
of  their  work.    We  know  that  the  Banks  of  | 
Newfoundland  have  been  sensibly  raised  by  ! 
their  deposits ;   and  the  occasional  boulder, 
whose  presence  on  his  otherwise  rockless  prai- 
ries is  such  a  perplexity  to  the  Western  farmer, 
has  undoubtedly  been  deposited  there  in  past 
ages  by  the  arms  of  some  floating  iceberg.  I 
It  is  even  asserted,  though  it  can  hardly  be 
said  to  be  demonstrated,  that  the  changes  thus 
produced  are  gradually  modifying  the  form  and 
affecting  the  rotary  motion  of  the  earth  itself. 
Captain  Ericsson  has  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  a  considerable  majority  of  the  rivers  of  the 
earth  flow  toward  the  equator.    These  rivers  ^ 
are  constantly  carrying  thither  immense  quan- 
tities of  debris  from  the  northern  mountains, 
plains,  and  valleys ;  and  he  has  even  entered 
upon  a  calculation,  based  upon  scientifir;  esti- 
mates, of  the  number  of  pounds  annually  trans- 
ferred from  northern  latitudes,  where  the  cir- 
cuit which  the  earth  traverses  is  comparatively 
insignificant,  to  the  equator,  where  its  journeys  | 
through  space  are  greatly  increased,  and  the 
consequent  effect  in  the  expenditure  of  force 
and  the  gradual  retardation  of  the  earth's  revo- 
lutions.   That  effects  so  momentous  and  far- 
reaching,  affecting  even  the  relations  of  this 
planet  to  other  w  orlds,  can  be  produced  by  the 
simple  flow  of  rivers  to  the  sea,  does  indeed 
seem,  at  first,  incredible.    But  it  is  not,  per- 
hai)s,  more  intrinsically  improbable  than  that 


invisible  animalculae  should  be  able  to  produce 
ocean  currents. 

We  have  not  exhausted  our  subject,  which  is 
indeed  illimita])le.  But  we  have  seen  enough 
to  assure  ourselves  that  circulation  is  the  secret 
and  source  of  all  life ;  circulation  of  blood  in 
the  body,  of  sap  in  the  plant,  of  water  in  the 
ocean,  air,  and  earth.  The  preacher  was  per- 
haps wiser  than  he  thought;  at  all  events,  the 
revelations  of  modern  science  give  a  new  sig- 
nificance to  his  saying:  "One  generation  pass- 
eth  away,  and  another  generation  cometh  :  but 
the  earth  abideth  forever.  The  sun  also  aris- 
eth,  and  the  sun  goeth  down,  and  hasteth  to 
his  place  where  he  arose.  The  wind  goeth  to- 
ward the  south,  and  turneth  about  unto  the 
north ;  it  whirleth  about  continually,  and  the 
wind  returneth  again  according  to  his  circuits. 
All  the  rivers  run  into  the  sea ;  yet  the  sea  is 
not  full :  unto  the  place  from  whence  the  riv- 
ers come,  thither  they  return  again." 


BKOKEN  MUSIC. 

A  SONNET. 

The  mother  will  not  turn,  who  thinks  she  hears 

Her  nursling's  speech  first  grow  articulate; 

But  breathless  with  averted  eyes  elate 
She  sits,  with  open  lips  aud  open  ears, 
That  it  may  call  her  twice.   'Mid  doubts  and  fears 

Thus  oft  my  soul  has  hearkened ;  till  her  song, 

A  central  moan  for  days,  at  length  found  tongue, 
And  the  sweet  music  welled  and  the  sweet  tears. 
But  now,  whatever  while  the  soul  is  fain 

To  list  that  wonted  murmur,  as  it  were 
The  speech-bound  sea-shell's  low  importunate  strain ; 

No  breath  of  song— thy  voice  alone  is  there, 
O  bitterly  beloved  1   And  all  her  gain 

Is  but  the  pang  of  unpermitted  prayer. 
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[Saunter  17.] 


SUANKLIN  CHINE. 

THE  ISLE  OF  WIGHT.— IL 

SHANKLIN  is  thought  by  many  the  most 
romantic  spot  in  the  island,  and  indeed  it 
would  be  difficult  to  find  a  place  of  more  vari- 
ous beauty.  liunning  nearly  east  and  west 
there  is  a  great  mass  of  chalk,  which  makes 
what  is  called  the  back-bone  of  the  island ;  it 
makes  the  elevated  downs,  and  at  Shanklin 
ends  in  a  precipitous  clift"  three  hundred  feet 
high.  There  is  here  the  most  famous  of  the 
great  fissures,  which  have  been  made  by  de- 
scending streams,  called  the  "Chines."  The 
significance  of  the  word,  as  it  is  applied  to 
these  fissures,  is  to  be  found  in  its  derivation 
from  the  Greek  x^'^^w  (chaino),  to  cleave  asun- 
der. The  Shanklin  chine  cuts  into  the  land  for 
a  mile,  and  it  gives  one  a  lesson  of  the  power 
of  a  little  thing  to  conquer  a  big  one,  to  see 
what  a  vast  chasm  has  been  worn  in  the  rock 
by  the  little  pel)bly  stream  which  flows  through 


it.  It  is  fairly  embowered  with 
trees,  mosses,  and  ferns,  and  has 
long  been  a  favorite  haunt  of  art- 
ists and  poets.  Ingoldsby,  Lord 
Jeffrey,  William  Gilpin,  and 
Keats  have  all  celebrated  its  beau- 
ty. "Shanklin,"  wrote  Keats, 
"  is  a  most  beautiful  place  ;  slop- 
ing wood  and  meadow  ground 
reach  round  the  chine,  which  is  a 
cleft  between  the  cliffs  of  the 
depth  of  nearly  300  feet  at  least. 
This  cleft  is  filled  with  trees  and 
bushes  in  the  narrow  part,  and  as 
it  widens  becomes  bare,  if  it  were 
not  for  primroses  on  one  side, 
which  spread  to  the  very  verge  of 
the  sea,  and  some  fishermen's 
huts  on  the  other,  perched  mid- 
way in  the  balustrade  of  beauti- 
ful green  hedges  along  the  steps 
down  to  the  sand."  Here,  fifty 
years  ago,  Charles  Brown,  a  re- 
tired Russian  merchant,  fixed  his 
residence,  and  his  house  was  the 
home  of  the  poet  Keats.  Brown 
was  something  of  a  poet  himself, 
and  also  something  of  an  artist ; 
but  his  name  is  d«ar  to  literature 
because  he  recognized  the  genius 
in  the  man  who  fell  under  the 
inky  daggers  of  reviewers.  Brown 
collected  the  materials  for  the  life 
of  Keats,  but  becoming  afterward 
engaged  in  the  colonization  of 
New  Zealand,  he  gave  them  to 
Richard  Monckton  Milnes  (now 
Lord  Houghton),  who  used  them  in 
his  "Life  and  Letters  of  Keats." 
Here  the  two  whiled  away  many  of 
the  fairest  summer  days  that  ever 
shone  on  one  of  their  lives  at  least,  and  their 
friends  called  them  "  Sauntering  Jack  and  Idle 
Joe."  But  they  were  not  so  idle  as  they  seem- 
ed. They  undertook  to  write  a  play  together; 
Brown  was  to  supply  the  plot  and  characters, 
Keats  the  diction  and  verse.  They  sat  oppo- 
site each  other  at  a  table,  and  Brown  invented, 
while  Keats  invested.  Keats  at  length  thought 
Brown  too  melodramatic,  and  managed  the 
fifth  act  alone.  The  tragedy  of  "Otho  the 
Great,"  which  was  the  result,  did  not  have  a 
success  calculated  to  encourage  literary  i)art- 
nership.  Elliston,  the  manager  of  Drury  Lane, 
accepted  it,  but  then  backed  out,  though  Kean 
liked  the  principal  character,  and  desired  to  act 
in  it.  The  manager  of  Covent  Garden  "de- 
clined with  thanks.'*  Brown's  invention  had 
certainly  been  more  at  fault  than  Keats's  dic- 
tion. Here  Keats  wrote  "Lamia,"  As  he 
found  repose  amidst  these  leafy  solitudes,  and 
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in  the  home  of  those  who  loved  him,  he  could 
muse  on  the  emptiness  of  the  glittering  aims 
of  the  world.  Perhaps  it  was  as  he  lay  on  this 
mossy  ledge,  tasting  the  lazy  indolence  of  the 
brook,  and  watching,  as  from  a  shelter,  the 
restless  sea  over  there,  so  typical  of  his  past 
life,  that  he  saw  the  three  Spirits — the  fair 
maid  whose  name  was  Love,  the  pale  youth 
whose  name  was  Ambition,  and  the  "maiden 
most  unmeek,"  Poesy. 

"They  faded,  and,  forsooth!  1  wanted  wings: 
O  folly!    What  is  Love?  and  where  is  it? 
And  for  that  poor  Ambition  !  it  springs 
From  a  man's  little  heart's  short  fever-fit; 

For  Poesy  ! — no— she  has  not  a  joy— 
At  least  for  me — so  sweet  as  drowsy  noons, 
And  evenings  steeped  in  honeyed  indolence : 
O  for  an  age  so  sheltered  from  annoy 
That  I  may  never  know  how  change  the  moons, 
Or  hear  the  voice  of  busy  common-sense !" 

But  the  three  Spirits  had  their  work  to  do  with 
Keats,  and  his  rest  at  Shanklin  was  only  as  a 
bird  might  alight  on  a  green  tree,  on  its  way  to 


some  fairer  land.  When  Coleridge  and  Leigh 
Hunt,  walking  a  lane,  met  Keats  and  shook 
hands  with  him,  Coleridge  said  to  Hunt  the 
moment  after,  "There  is  death  in  that  hand." 
It  needed  only  such  cruel  denunciations  as 
jealousy  oftener  inspires  than  the  interests  of 
literature,  to  bring  out  the  death  thus  lurking 
about  the  poor  youth.  The  wild  brier  of  revo- 
lutionary liberty  which  shot  up  in  Wilkes's  time 
had  in  the  following  generation  borne  wild 
roses  ;  its  blooiijs  were  Shelley,  Coleridge, 
Leigh  Hunt,  and  Keats.  Conservatism  hated 
them  all.  Coleridge  compromised  with  it,  but 
the  uncompromising  three  were  hunted  out  of 
the  country  as  by  blood-hounds.  "We  will  go 
at  once  to  Rome,"  said  Keats,  at  last;  "I 
know  my  end  approaches,  and  the  continual 
visible  tyranny  of  this  government  prevents  me 
from  having  any  peace  of  mind.  I  could  not 
lie  quietly  here.  I  will  not  even  leave  my  bones 
in  the  midst  of  this  despotism."  So  there  he 
rests  by  the  side  of  his  great  friend,  on  whose 
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tomb  is  written  "Cor  Corclinm."  How  his 
true  brothers  encircled  him  with  their  arms  to 
save  him!  "Let  me  have  him  here  at  Pisa," 
begged  Shelley.  Severn  watched  over  him 
like  the  tenderest  brother.  "  Tell  him,"  wrote 
Leigh  Hunt,  "he  is  only  before  us  on  the  road, 
as  he  was  in  every  thing  else  ;  or  whether  you 
tell  him  the  latter  or  no,  tell  him  the  former, 
and  add  that  we  shall  never  forget  he  Avas 
so,  and  that  we  are  coming  after  him.  The 
tears  are  again  in  my  eyes,  and  I  must  not  af- 
ford to  shed  them."  Keats  was  already  dead  ; 
alas,  that  his  fading  senses  could  not  have  been 
reached  by  that  letter — the  most  beautiful  and 
touching,  I  think,  ever  written  from  poet  to 
poet. 

Among  all  these,  one  poet,  if  he  must  be  still 
so  called,  stood  with  a  malignant  scowl  on  his 
face.  "No  more  Keats,  I  entreat !"  wrote  By- 
ron to  the  reviewer,  the  poison  of  whose  pen  he 
had  himself  known.  "  Flay  him  alive  :  if  some 
of  you  don't,  I  must  skin  him  myself.  There's 
no  bearing  the  driveling  idiotism  of  the  mani- 
kin." The  blow  is  struck,  and  Keats  lay  dead. 
Then  Byron  writes  to  Murray  :  "  I  would  not  be 
the  person  who  wrote  that  homicidal  article  for 
all  the  honor  and  glory  in  the  world."  Amidst 
the  tears  that  fell  upon  the  dead  face  of  Keats 
came  that  Mephisto  laugh  in  "Don  Juan:" 

*"Tis  strauge  the  miud,  that  very  fiery  particle, 
Should  let  itself  be  siuiffed  out  by  an  article." 

It  is  not  altogether  true.  Keats  had  consump- 
tion by  inheritance,  and  the  reviews,  joined  to 
disappointed  love,  brought  it  out.  But  there 
is  hardly  a  light  that  is  cast  upon  Byron  under 
which  he  does  not  seem  blacker,  as  every  light 


that  has  been  cast  on  Keats  has  made  him  ap- 
pear brighter.  Byron  was  ahvays  mean.  He 
could  pretend  affection  to  Slielley  in  Italy,  Avhile 
he  was  secretly  joining  in  the  cry  against  him 
in  England.  He  betrayed  Leigh  Hunt ;  he 
betrayed  every  hand  that  ever  touched  his. 
The  only  good  thing  that  can  be  said  of  him  is, 
that  he  finally  came  to  despise  himself;  and  he 
probably  entered  the  Greek  struggle,  where  he 
fell,  from  sheer  desperation  at  the  glimpse  of  his 
own  degradation.  As  for  this  new  revelation 
by  Mrs,  Stowe,  I  don't  see  that  it  should  sink 
Byron  another  degree  in  the  opinion  of  any  one 
were  it  proved  true ;  it  would  suggest  the  plea 
of  diseased  instincts,  which  is  the  best  that  can 
be  offered  for  his  crimes ;  but  his  cowardice, 
his  affectation,  his  deliberate  meanness — pah  I 

One  to  whose  grave  I  am  now  on  a  pilgrim- 
age wrote  :  "  Lately,  I  have  been  reading  again 
some  of  Alfred  Tennyson's  second  volume,  and 
with  profound  admiration  of  his  truly  lyric  and 
idyllic  genius.  There  seems  to  me  to  have 
been  more  epic  power  in  Keats,  that  fiery, 
beautiful  meteor ;  but  they  are  two  most  true 
and  great  poets.  When  we  think  of  the  amount 
of  recognition  they  have  received,  one  may  well 
l)less  God  that  poetry  is  in  itself  strength  and 
joy,  whether  it  be  crowned  by  all  mankind,  or 
left  alone  in  its  own  magic  hermitage."  So 
wrote  John  Sterling  only  some  thirty  years  ago; 
and  now  such  is  the  "recognition"  that  one  of 
the  poets  he  praised  receives  that  his  problem 
is  how  to  escape  certain  forms  of  it !  It  might 
not  have  been  different  with  Keats  had  he  man- 
aged to  outlive  the  earlier  frosts  of  his  life. 

It  is  at  Bonchurch,  which  Keats  thought  the 
most  beautiful  place  in  the  ishind,  that  Sterling 
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is  buried.  On  his  grave  a  hand  has  laid  a 
wreath  whose  colors  are  unwithering,  whose 
fragrance  is  imperishable :  in  it  Sterling's  too 
brief  life  and  incomplete  work  have  almost 
found  a  complement  and  adequate  fulfillment. 
It  was  in  June,  1843,  when  Sterling  was  about 
thirty-nine  years  of  age,  that  he  came  here  at 
Ventnor,  close  by  which  is  Bonchurch,  to  re- 
side. Wealth  had  come  to  him  at  last  only  to 
find  health  gone,  and  the  "heart  gone  out  of 
him ;"  for  his  mother  and  his  wife  had  both  been 
taken  from  him.  To  pleasant  "  Hillside"  he 
now  took  the  children  to  whom  he  must  hence- 
forth be  both  father  and  mother.  About  this 
time  friends  of  Emerson — whom,  I  believe,  he 
never  met,  but  whom  he  ardently  admired  and 
corresponded  with — came  to  see  him — Theodore 
Parker,  Henry  James,  and  others.  But  later 
pilgrimages  had  to  be  made  to  his  grave.  "  He 
sleeps  now,"  wrote  Carlyle,  "in  the  little  bury- 
ing-ground  of  Bonchurch  ;  bright,  ever-young 
in  the  memory  of  others  that  must  grow  old ; 
and  was  honorably  released  from  his  toils  before 
the  hottest  of  the  day."  Never  did  poet  rest 
in  a  lovelier  spot.  Far  away  from  all  noises, 
save  that  of  the  waves  which  scatter  their  shells 
within  a  hundred  yards  of  his  grave,  the  peace- 
ful little  church-yard  slopes  between  the  sea 
and  the  little  church,  a  green-sward  sheltered 
by  elms.  It  is  reached  from  Ventnor  by  a  road 
that  passes  beneath  an  archway  of  foliage, 
dotted  each  side  with  cottages  covered  with 
roses  and  honey-suckle.  Close  by  the  church 
is  a  little  pool  filled  with  gold  and  silver  fish, 
from  the  centre  of  which  plays  a  fountain. 


Such  is  the  beauty  of  this  place,  that  I  felt  all 
the  enthusiasm  of  a  writer  quoted  by  the  author 
of  the  "  Sea-kings  of  England  :"  "Take  barren 
rocks,  prolific  soils,  broken  masses,  elevated 
cliffs,  and  precipitous  descents,  an  expanded 
sea,  a  winding  rivulet,  and  tranquil  lake,  the 
wild-flower  dell  and  the  rich  pasture,  the  peas- 
ant's hut,  the  farmer's  yard,  and  the  admired 
villa,  employ  the  colors  of  the  bow  of  heaven, 
let  the  motions  of  animated  nature  be  within 
observation,  cover  the  whole  with  an  expand- 
ed arch,  light  it  with  a  summer's  sun,  and  call 
it — Bonchurch." 

It  is  the  "hallowed  ground"  of  the  island  tra- 
ditions. In  its  little  cove,  still  called  "  Monk's 
Bay,"  St.  Boniface  and  his  priests  landed,  and 
on  the  spot  where  Sterling  sleeps  first  (a.d.  755) 
taught  their  faith  to  the  islanders.  Bonecerce 
— the  old  name  —  meant  Boniface's  Church. 
The  Doun  above  is  called  after  him,  and  a 
famous  well  bubbling  out  of  it  is  St.  Bonny's 
well.  Some  benighted  bishop  traveling  there 
discovered  the  well  by  his  horse's  feet  slipping 
into  it.  The  bishop  vowed  to  St.  Boniface 
that,  if  he  reached  the  bottom  of  the  cliffs  safe- 
ly, he  would  dedicate  an  acre  of  land  to  his 
honor  ;  a  bit  of  land  called  "  The  Bishop's 
Acre,"  still  attached  to  the  glebe  of  Bon- 
church, records  the  good  faith  of  the  bishop. 
In  the  good  old  times,  all  the  bonny  young 
people  were  in  the  habit  of  celebrating  St.  Bon- 
ny's day  by  decorating  this  well  with  garlands, 
there  being  a  legend  also  that  the  one  who  first 
drank  of  the  well  on  that  day  would  have  a 
wish  fulfilled.    The  custom  was  discontinued, 
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like  so  many  similar  ones,  through  the  rather 
ardent  love-making  with  which  it  became  asso- 
ciated. Near  at  hand  is  a  cliff  with  a  cross 
upon  it,  called  Pulpit  Rock,  400  feet  above  the 
sea,  which  commands  noble  prospects.  There 
are  indeed  evidences  that  there  was  a  very  an- 
cient church  here ;  the  present  is  about  eight 
centuries  old,  and  is  one  of  the  two  smallest 
churches  in  Great  Britain,  or,  perhaps,  in  the 
world.  It  can  not  be  ten  yards  long,  and  is 
only  three  or  four  wide  ;  it  has  seven  pews  and 
two  little  galleries,  and  might  hold  about  twen- 
ty people.  Yet  there  is  a  good  deal  of  elegance 
about  it.  The  style  is  Norman,  the  ceiling  cir- 
cular, and  the  chancel  separated  from  the  body 
of  the  building  by  a  stone  partition.  Some 
years  ago,  as  the  wall  was  being  cleaned  for  a 
fresh  coating  of  whitewash,  a  very  good  paint- 
ing of  the  Last  Judgment  was  discovered  on 
the  wall.  An  ancient  cross  carved  out  of  black 
oak  stands  on  the  altar.  There  is  still  regular 
preaching  here,  the  larger  part  of  the  congre- 
gation being  seated  out  of  doors,  vmder  awn- 
ings, and  hearing  through  the  doors  and  win- 
dows. 

The  kindly  woman  who  attends  to  the  little 
church  was  eager  to  show  me  the  grave  of  the 
Rev.  William  Adams,  the  author  of  various  re- 
ligious works,  among  which  the  most  import- 
ant is  "The  Shadow  of  the  Cross."  He  was 
an  Oxonian,  and  preached  at  Oxford,  but  re- 
moved to  Ventnor  in  1842  for  the  sake  of 
his  health.  He  was  much  beloved,  and  was 
known  as  "  the  good  gentleman."  He  died  of 
consumption  in  1848,  aged  33,  and  his  grave  is 
marked  by  a  coffin-shaped  stone,  with  a  cross 
of  iron  placed  horizontally  over  it,  so  that  when- 
ever the  sun  is  shining,  there  shall  be  cast  upon 
his  grave  "The  Shadow  of  the  Cross."  One 
of  the  most  beautiful  tombs  has  on  it  simply  the 
word  "Joe."  The  sextoness  said  it  was  now 
and  then  visited  by  a  beautiful  lady  in  black, 
who  once,  in  reply  to  an  observation  that  the 
tomb  excited  considerable  remark,  said,  "It  is 
not  necessary  the  world  should  know  that  my 
sister's  husband  lies  here."  Sterling's  grave 
has  only  a  marble  head-stone  and  foot-stone, 
with  the  name  and  age  engraved.  A  beautiful 
fuchsia  in  full  blossom  grew  near  him,  and 
seemed  emblematic  of  the  freshness  and  delica- 
cy of  the  poet.  The  sextoness  did  not  under- 
stand my  interest  in  the  grave,  and  said  it  was 
rarely  inquired  for.  And  when  I  kneeled  and 
planted  a  sprig  of  myrtle  I  had  brought  over 
his  breast,  she  sympathetically  suggested  that 
he  might  be  a  relation.  I  was  more  surprised 
that  an  English  artist  who  sat  by  the  wall  paint- 
ing the  scenery,  with  whom  I  held  some  con- 
versation, was  not  aware  that  Sterling's  grave 
was  near,  or,  indeed,  that  there  had  been  such 
a  man.  It  is  but  one  more  evidence  that  En- 
gland little  knows  how  great  a  son  she  lost 
when  he  died  ;  a  still  more  remarkable  proof 
being  that  two  of  his  best  works — "Arthur 
Coningsby"  and  "  The  Election" — were  allow- 
ed to  run  out  of  their  first  small  editions,  and 


are  now  altogether  inaccessible  to  the  general 
public.  Of  the  former  of  these  two  works  I 
have  before  me  a  copy  put  into  my  hands  by 
Mrs.  Carlyle,  shortly  before  her  death,  which 
has  written  in  it  some  words  which  bring  me 
almost  into  the  presence  of  the  noble  spirits  of 
other  days : 

"A  work  published  eleven  years  ago  by  my  be- 
loved son  John,  who  died  at  Veutnor,  in  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  on  the  ISth  Sept.  (ult.).  My  own  copy  was 
mislaid,  and  1  have  replaced  it  with  some  difficulty. 
—Edward  Sterling.— Oct.  4,  1844." 

Another  inscrij)tion,  too,  it  bears,  which  I 
may  not  copy.  The  story  is  in  three  loosely- 
printed  volumes,  and  is  interesting  throughout. 
Arthur  Coningsby  is  a  young  scholar  allured 
from  the  side  of  Isabel,  and  all  the  peaceful 
career  symbolized  by  her,  by  the  phantasmal 
splendors  of  French  revolutionism.  When 
Sterling  himself  was  about  to  go  on  the  Torri- 
jos  expedition  against  Spain,  he  went  to  bid 
farewell  to  just  such  a  lady  ;  in  which  case  the 
lady  bursts  into  tears,  and  the  scholar  becomes 
suddenly  too  much  "indisposed"  to  attend  to 
any  engagement  except  one  that  speedily  takes 
him  before  the  altar  of  Christchurch,  Maryle- 
bone.  But  in  this,  his  first  volume,  the  hero  goes 
to  Paris,  and  there  mingles  with  the  scenes  and 
characters  of  the  revolution.  Many  of  the 
portraits  of  the  notables  of  those  days  are  very 
fine,  and  the  pictures  of  the  revolutionaiy  cru- 
elties given  with  intensity  and  art.  Sick  of  the 
horrors,  Coningsby  finds  Madame  De  Valence 
sick  of  them  also,  while  apparently  one  of  the 
queens  of  revolution,  and  together  they  dwell 
in  a  distant  retreat  until  she  dies.  Coningsby 
then  goes  to  America.  "  Some  future  wander- 
er in  the  western  forests  will  perhaps  stumble 
or  pause  at  a  low  mound  in  some  dark  thicket ; 
but  there  will  be  neither  inscription  nor  em- 
blem to  inform  him  that  the  bones  of  an  En- 
glish outcast  were  there  laid  in  earth  by  the 
hands  of  the  red  warriors."  Such  are  the 
closing  words  of  Coningsby's  last  letter,  and  of 
the  book.  There  are  in  this  work  some  ex- 
quisitely fine  thoughts,  of  which  I  can  only  give 
one  or  tAvo  specimens : 

"  Every  man  must  have  asked  himself  whether,  in 
the  immense  system  of  decay  and  reproduction  which 
constitutes  the  world,  and  every  single  human  life, 
there  is  nothing  stable  and  unperishing  ?  Ye.«,  I  an- 
swer ;  there  is  in  the  mind  a  nucleus  of  thought,  a  vi- 
tal point,  the  seat  of  reason  and  of  consciousness,  in 
which  every  man  may  exult  as  in  an  indestructible 
heritage,  and  which  ofTers  to  the  philanthro])ist  a 
sure  foundation  for  his  fabric  of  universal  happiness. 
Amidst  fallacious  meteors  and  unsteady  clouds,  there 
is  one  fixed  star  that  never  eludes  us." 

"That  which  makes  our  view  of  the  present  state 
of  the  world  a  source  of  perplexity  and  horror  is  the 
consideration  that  every  human  heart  bears  in  itself 
a  type,  more  or  less  distinct,  of  those  powers  and  that 
happiness  which  have  been  the  portion  of  the  most 
exalted  minds.  There  is,  perhaps,  no  spot  on  earth, 
however  dreary,  in  which  the  germs  of  many  plants, 
and  the  larvae  of  shining  and  light-w}n<red  insects, 
are  not  hidden,  though  for  thousands  of  j-ears  unde- 
veloped, and  still  expecting  the  warm  breeze  that 
shall  call  them  out  in  life  and  beauty." 

"I  have  often  thought  that  poetry  gives  the  kind 
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of  transparent  coloring  to  our  thoughts  and  to  images 
of  nature  which  a  landscai)e  wears  when  reflected  in 
deep  aud  clear  water.  We  see  through  that  fine  me- 
dium, hills,  woods,  and  sky,  battlement  and  spire,  the 
laborers  in  the  harvest-lield  and  the  winding  troop  of 
cavaliers.  But  with  these  are  mingled,  in  magical 
unity,  the  plants,  shells,  aud  rocks,  and  the  living 
creatures  of  that  crystal  region,  and  the  sunken  frag- 
ments of  human  maguiticeuce,  which  it  has  made  its 
own.  All  are  tinted,  modiried,  harmonized,  refined ; 
aud  all  have  an  aspect  of  tranquillity,  which  allures 
the  soul  to  leave  its  wearisome  aud  stouy  pathway, 
and  dwell  in  those  serene  depths." 

"The  Election" — the  longest  poem  he  ever 
wrote  —  shows  that  had  his  genius  fallen  to 
the  nurture  of  other  than  the  sad,  skeptical, 
and  transitional  times  which  have  overcast  the 
greater  part  of  this  century,  Sterling  might 
have  taken  rank  with  the  finest  of  English  hu- 
morists. As  it  is,  no  other  modern  poem  de- 
serves so  well  to  rank  with  "The  Biglow  Pa- 
pers. "  Cox,  the  member  for  Aleborough,  hav- 
ing died  of  too  much  turtle,  Mogg  is  put  up  as 
candidate,  amidst  much  enthusiasm. 

"  Though  short  of  days,  how  large  the  mind  of  man — 
A  godlike  force  inclosed  within  a  spau  ! 
To  climb  the  skies  we  spurn  our  nature's  ch^g, 
Aud  toil  as  Titans  to  elect  a  Mogg." 

In  pursuing  his  canvass  among  the  tradesmen, 
Mogg  becomes  possessed  of  a  variety  of  things  : 

"A  . stuffed  jackdaw  iTpou  an  upper  shelf 
Now  caught  his  fancy,  now  a  cup  of  delf ; 
He  paid  three  pounds  for  each.   A  cat  that  tore 

His  fingers  cost  him  ten,  a  rabbit  more  

Five  Bibles,  Man's  Whole  Duty,  and  three  dice, 
Fifteen  old  almanacs,  aud  two  white  mice." 

In  his  hustings  speech  Mogg,  after  pitying  the 
rest  of  the  Avorld  who  do  not  live  in  Alebor- 
ough, proceeds  : 

*'  I  love  the  Constitution,  yet  maintain 

'Tis  far  too  mild  tow'rd  all  who  dare  complain  

I  ask,  has  earth  a  spot  where  laws  abound 
So  many,  curious,  ample,  aud  profound  ? 
Where  lawyers  never  strain  their  private  wit 
To  ask  what's  reason,  but  proclaim  what's  writ? 
Where  else  are  all  men  equal,  save  that  one 
Has  lands  aud  houses,  and  another  uoue?— 
A  dilfereuce  'twixt  the  mean  aud  great 
Which  Heaven  itself  forbids  to  violate. 
I  also  love  the  Church  that  claims  our  awe 
Tow'rd  holy  Truth  by  force  of  Statute  Law, 
And  helps  free  grace  to  gaiu  the  soul's  assent, 
And  cleanse  our  sins  by  Act  of  P^irliament." 

A  charming  little  story  of  love  and  elopement 
is  set  in  this  satire,  one  of  the  finest  pictures 
it  contains  being  quoted  by  Carlyle. 

Among  Sterling's  friends  was  William  Mac- 
call,  the  author  of  "National  Missions,"  "Agents 
of  Civilization,"  and  other  very  able  works  that 
should  be  better  known  in  America.  Mr.  Mac- 
call  is  now  known  as  a  brave  radical  preacher 
and  lecturer.  The  following,  from  a  letter  which 
I  have  received  from  Mr.  Maccall,  casts  an  in- 
teresting light  upon  Sterling's  character : 

"In  the  spring  of  1841,  when  traveling  from  Bristol 
to  Exeter,  I  had  for  fellow-traveler  in  the  inside  of 
the  coach  a  tall,  pale,  somewhat  military- looking 
gentleman,  who  entered  into  conversation  with  me. 
I  praised  an  article  which  had  appeared  not  long  be- 
fore, in  the  Westminfiter  Reviciv,  on  Carlyle's  works. 
He  told  me  that  he  was  the  author  of  the  article,  and 
that  his  name  was  John  Sterling.  Of  course  this  pro- 
foundly interested  and  impressed  me.    It  was  chiefly 


about  German  literature  and  Spinoza  that  we  talked. 
We  parted  at  Exeter.  But  in  a  week  or  su  I  received 
au  invitation  from  Sterling — who  had,  meanwhile, 
been  at  Torquay — to  meet  him  at  Plymouth.  I  went, 
aud  thus  I  met  Sterling  the  second  time.  Next  morn- 
ing I  went  to  see  him  oft'  by  the  Falmouth  steamer. 
He  repeated,  as  the  steamer  left  the  quay,  some  lines 
of  Lucretius.  John  Sterling  I  never  saw  more.  But 
we  correspcmded,  and  I  received  about  a  dozen  let- 
ters from  him  altogether.  When  I  visited  London, 
early  iu  184*2,  he  gave  ms  letters  for  Mr.  Carlyle  and 
Mr.  Mill.  The  latter  I  saw  at  the  India  House  ;  but 
Mr.  Carlyle  was  absent  in  Scotland,  aud  I  was  not 
introduced  to  him  till  1S4S,  at  a  great  Emerson  gath- 
ering. The  first  time  after  this  I  called  at  Mr.  Car- 
lyle's house  I  took  Sterling's  letter  with  me,  and  he 
seemed  not  a  little  moved  at  receiving  a  message  from 
his  dead  friend.  The  delineation  of  Sterling's  career 
aud  character,  by  Carlyle,  is  full  and  masterly.  The 
chief  thing  iu  Sterling  was  the  brilliant  and  gallant 
individuality.  In  couversation  he  dashed  at  a  topic 
as  if  he  were  leading  a  storming  party  to  take  a  for- 
tress. His  impulses,  his  tendencies  were  all  polem- 
ical, though  he  tried  to  restrain  them  into  poetical 
beauty,  and  soften  them  into  poetical  sweetness.  He 
suffered  bravely,  died  young,  and  Avas  essentially  no- 
ble ;  but  he  never  could  have  uttered  or  dared  any 
thing  great  except  iu  conflict." 

I  am  also  indebted  to  Mr.  Maccall  for  the  let- 
ters received  by  him  from  Sterling,  some  pas- 
sages of  which,  as  they  are  not  included  in  the 
tnemoirs  by  Hare  and  Carlyle,  may  be  prop- 
erly quoted  here.  Under  date  of  June  28,  184:1, 
Sterling  writes : 

"Thank  you  for  your  extract  from  Mr.  (James) 
Martineau's  letter.  You  will  oblige  me  by  offering 
him  my  best  respects,  aud  telliug  him  that  I  have  oft- 
en thought  with  pleasure  of  perhaps  one  day  making 
his  acquaintance,  w'hether  in  or  out  of  the  ])ody.  By- 
the-way,  I  consider  his  sister's  novel  of  'Deerbrook' 
the  best  in  our  language  siuce  the  death  of  Walter 
Scott." 

Under  date  of  February  19,  1842  : 

"  Yoit  seem  to  me  hardly  fair  in  calling  Goethe  an 
Epicurean.  Art  to  him  was  an  idea  to  v/hich  his  life 
was  devoted,  and  he  was  far  from  wishing  to  release 
man  from  Duty.  But,  at  all  events,  you  will  find  Spi- 
noza a  nut  worth  cracking — the  greatest  teacher  of  the 
God  of  Nature  our  Western  world  has  ever  produced, 
at  least,  till  Schelling — teacher,  I  mean,  iu  dialectic 
forms — for  Shakspeare  and  Goethe  possess  the  same 
idea  iu  the  symbols  of  human  life.  Of  this  God  of 
Nature,  the  Kanteau  aud  Fichteau  God  of  Reason  is 
the  great  opposite.  Perhaps  to  behold  them  both  as 
one  is  the  highest  speculative  effort  we  can  reach  to. 
At  all  events,  the  poor  Dutch  Jew  was  one  of  the 
deepest  heads  in  our  moral  world.  Goethe  and 
Schleiermacher  united  in  admiration  of  him,  and  per- 
haps in  hardly  any  thing  else." 

December  4, 1842 :  "To  me  it  seems  that  the  time  is 
just  coming  for  some  distinct  manifestatiou  of  newer 
truth,  or  at  least  purer,  more  comprehensive,  than  can 
be  found  in  any  sectarian  denomination.  Christian- 
ity has  been  so  cramped  into  lifeless  forms  that  one 
is  often  tempted  to  think  no  good  can  be  done  unless 
by  presenting  its  truths  iu  a  wholly  new  form,  leav- 
ing the  Jewish  theology  altogether  aside.  But  it  is 
hard  to  kjiow  how  much  of  one's  own  thought  is  more 
than  individual,  and  at  all  suited  to  the  world  we  live 
in." 

December  18,  1842:  "Coleridge  was  the  first  En- 
glishman who  made  known  to  us  the  existence  of  a 
German  Philosophy,  who  professed  Spiritualism.* 
And  because  he  had  great  faults  this  is  to  go  for  no- 
thing And  then  that  word  Apostate  is  the  one 

*  I  need  hardly  remind  the  reader  that  the  modern 
use  of  this  word  was  unknown  at  the  time  Sterling 
wrote,  and  that  he  referred  to  the  philosophy  then 
alone  known  by  that  name. 
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which  of  all  others  a  philosopher,  nay,  a  good  man, 
is  slowest  to  use.   Why,  St.  Paul  was  an  Apostate, 

and  even  a  holier  than  he  Easy  enough  for  any 

one  now  to  profess  a  philosophic  Christianity  learned 
in  Germany.  But  in  England,  forty  years  ago  !  Cole- 
ridge was  long  the  only  man  in  England  who  said 
(with  much  timid  diplomacy),  the  only  man  who 
taught  that  there  is  a  truth  in  the  soul  of  man  which 
must  judge  all  truth,  and  that,  so  far  as  Christianity 

agreed  with  this,  that  is  true,  and  no  farther  Do 

not  say  I  am  prejudiced  in  Coleridge's  favor  by  hav- 
ing known  and  loved  him.  I  sought  him  out  because, 
from  his  writings,  I  saw  him  to  Ije  the  only  English- 
man from  whom  I  could  get  the  help  I  needed,  and  it 
was  from  him  I  learned  to  give  up  boldly  tlie  crude 
Biblical-Idolatry  in  which  we  were  all  brought  up." 

Among  Sterling's  intimate  friends  Carlyle 
names  Prancis  Newman,  "  then  and  still  an  ar- 
dently inquiring  soul,  of  fine  university  and 
other  attainments,  of  sharp-cutting,  restlessly- 
advancing  intellect,  and  the  mildest  pious  en- 
thusiasm ;  whose  worth,  since  better  known  to 
all  the  world.  Sterling  highly  estimated — and 
indeed  practically  testified  the  same;  having 
by  will  appointed  him,  some  years  hence,  guard- 
ian to  his  eldest  son  ;  which  pious  function  Mr. 
Newman  now  successfully  discharges."  This 
passage  is  perhaps  the  only  preface  needed  to 
the  following  letter,  which  I  am  permitted  to 
lay  before  my  readers,  from  the  pen  of  Profess- 
or Newman : 

"My  dear  C,  —  You  ask  me  to  write  some  rem- 
iniscence of  my  long  lost  and  still  lamented  friend, 
John  Sterling.  I  can  not  pretend  to  give  any  general 
view  or  general  estimate.  For  that,  one  ought  to 
stand  right  above ;  and  if  I  could,  it  can  rarely  be  a 
friend's  office.  My  acquaintance  with  him  was  short 
and  sweet.  He  came  to  Clifton,  far  gone  in  pulmona- 
ry consumption,  and  instantly  fell  into  the  most  easy 
relations  with  me.  He  had  once  dined  with  me  at 
Baliol  College,  Oxford,  when  I  was  a  young  Fellow, 
probably  in  1S29.  I  was  then  so  preoccupied,  so 
plunged  head  over  ears,  in  far-going  Puritanism  (if 
that  is  the  right  word),  that  it  never  occurred  to  me 
that  I  could  ever  be  his  friend ;  yet  I  was  both  delight- 
ed and  instructed  by  his  fluent  talk ;  and  in  the  retro- 
spect was  much  struck  with  his  great  amiableness  in 
bearing  with  my  peculiarities.  One  of  my  college  co- 
Fellows  (a  man  now  eminent)  said,  years  after,  'I 
think  that  Sterling's  talk  is  better  than  his  prose,  and 
his  prose  better  than  his  poetry.'  He  was  made  for  an 
English  statesman.  He  contracted  disease  in  the 
lungs  (by  standing  long  in  the  water  while  helping  to 
extinguish  a  fire)  so  early  that  he  never  had  strength 
for  continuous  study  of  ann  thing;  and  I  gather  that 
his  reading  at  college  was  principally  extra-collegiate, 
and  extremely  diversified.  He  knew  no  one  subject 
thoroughly  (unless  it  was  metaphysics  !  of  that  I  can 
not  speak),  but  he  dived  with  astonishing  ease  into 
the  heart  of  any  thing,  instantly  seeing  what  were  the 
cardinal  points,  and  combining  whatever  he  knew  so 
as  to  bear  on  any  subject  of  discussion.  A  person 
once  present  as  a  third  to  Sterling  and  me,  afterward 
scolded  me  for  saying  so  little,  said  that  I  truckled  to 
him,  and  ought  to  oppose  him,  not  hang  on  his  lips. 
This  led  me  to  think  what  was  the  real  case ;  and  I 
found,  first,  that  I  too  much  liked  to  hear  him  talk  to 
be  willing  to  interrupt  him ;  next,  that  his  mind  had 
passed  over  much  that  mine  had  not ;  and  even  where 
he  did  not  convince  me,  I  had  no  readiness  of  debate 
on  a  new  topic.  I  need  to  think  over  all  quietly  first, 
and  chew  the  cud.  But  I  did,  from  time  to  time,  take 
opportunities  of  saying  where  I  thought  him  wrong; 
and  it  was  almost  always  on  the  same  topic— that  he 
was  easily  dazzled  by  those  whom  he  thought  to  be 
men  of  genius,  and  overrated  their  influence  on  man- 
kind. I  much  rather  believed  that  the  hard  plodders, 
the  ever-industrious  coral  insects,  build  for  us  the  re- 
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ally  solid  results.  But  he  and  I  were  as  unlike  as 
man  and  wife,  which  perhaps  led  to  our  easy  and  rap- 
id friendship.  He  once  said,  'Our  head-pieces  and 
the  machinery  in  them  are  quite  unlike:  we  always 
do  our  work  diff"erently,  and  it  is  the  more  satisfac- 
tory that  we  nearly  always  come  to  the  same  result.' 
He  would  have  been  a  most  brilliant  debater  in  Parlia- 
ment, not  from  any  thing  flashy,  but  from  the  rapid- 
ity and  depth  of  his  thought,  and  his  simple,  powerful 
logic.  He  had  generally  too  many  words,  which  to 
me  greatly  damages  prose,  but  in  rapid,  fluent  speech 
signifies  little ;  and  he  had  often  a  short,  emphatic 
quaintuess  which  enlivened  his  periods.  I  remember 
that  when  some  one  asked,  '  What  think  you  of  Dr. 
 ?'  (This  was  a  clever  gentleman,  equaling  Ster- 
ling in  quantity  of  talk,  with  many  original  ideas, 
and,  passing  as  a  radical,  was  really  a  very  moderate 
reformer  in  nearly  every  branch  of  Church  and  State. 
He  had  just  been  introduced  to  Sterling,  and  talked 
for  half  an  hour  on  his  own  subjects.)  Sterling  in- 
stantly replied,  'I  think  him  j^r of oundlij  siiperficiaV — 
that  is  o^iifioypov  of  the  Rhetoricians !  I  once  said  to 
him :  '  I  certainly  never  coirld  become  a  Unitarian  like 
Dr.  Lant  Carpenter'  (then  their  great  representative 
here):  'I  must  go  farther  if  I  have  to  go  so  far.' 
'  True  !'  replied  he ;  '  they  make  two  bites  of  a  cherry.' 
What  he  admired  most  in  some  ladies  who  tried  to 
evangelize  him  in  illness  was,  he  said,  their  'timid 
omniscience.'  I  had  quite  a  tough  argument  with  him 
about  Alexander  the  Great,  whom  he  inordinately  ad- 
mired as  a  man  of  genius,  without  any  adequate 
knowledge  of  the  history,  as  I  thought.  I  at  that 
time  much  admired  Thomas  Carlyle,  though  I  com- 
plained that  he  repeated  himself  terribly,  and  had  very 
few  ideas,  which  Sterling  frankly  admitted.  But 
Sterling's  elaborate  attempt  to  glorify  him  in  a  long 
article  really  did  nothing  but  lower  him  to  me— I 
found  so  little  in  it,  after  all.  I  thought  that  he  did 
not  hold  himself  up  firm  enough  toward  Carlyle.  He 
did  not  live  to  see  into  what  a  hater  of  negroes.  Irish- 
men, and  all  weak  classes  his  friend  would  turn :  it 
would  have  gone  into  his  heart  as  into  mine.  Sterling 
had  an  honorable  appreciation  of  good  men  every 
where,  whether  among  Jesuits,  Anglicans,  Dissenters, 
Mohammedans,  or  Medieval  Christians.  Though  he 
had  totally  renounced  Christianity,  among  his  last 
words  to  me  were:  'There  are  no  better  persons  in 
the  wide  world  than  Frederick  Maurice  and  his  wife.' 
He  was  a  great  admirer  of  Jesus  as  a  man  of  high 
genius  who  had  revolutionized  the  world  ;  but  though 
he  was  a  clergyman  (driven  perhaps  into  the  Church 
largely  by  weak  health),  yet,  if  I  may  confess  it,  I  did 
not  think  he  knew  much  m  detail  about  Old  or  New 
Testament.  He  knew  German  arguments  about  them, 
and  appreciated  them  with  wonderful  skill  and  accu- 
racy. Had  he  lived — nay,  had  he  had  strength  and 
health  to  study — it  must  have  modified  many  of  his 
judgments.  I  think  he  would  have  outgrown  that 
Pantheism  which  (if  I  remember)  Carlyle  takes  credit 
for  having  taught  him.  I  did  not  think  it  wise  to 
argue  on  deep  and  sacred  matters,  which  each  heart 
must  learn  for  itself;  but  without  knowing  what  was 
his  creed,  I  felt  in  Sterling  a  want  of  back-bone  in  re- 
ligion. He  saw  through  and  grieved  over  the  hollow- 
ness  of  Fashion,  Luxury,  Mean  Aristocracy,  Tyrannic- 
al Royalties,  Unjust  Institutions,  etc.,  etc.  We  agreed 
extremely ;  yet  I  missed  in  him  a  warmth  of  hatred 
and  indignation  against  evil.  I  thought  he  rather  dis- 
approved  than  hated;  and  I  fear  that  neither  martyrs, 
nor  heroes,  nor  stanch  resistei's  of  temptation,  can  be 
made  without  sterner  material.  I  at  last  imputed  this 
to  want  of  strong  belief  in  what  Carlyle  derided  as 
'personal  God.'  But  Sterling  was  sure  to  take  the 
sympathetic  and  righteous  side  in  every  thing.  His 
last  (unpublished)  poem  was  mined,  alas!  by  my  crit- 
icism. It  was  colled  'Richard  Cceur  de  Lion,'  and 
written  in  Ariosto's  style.  He  admired  Richard  (as  a 
man  of  physical  energy),  as  I  thought,  too  much  :  but 
never  mind  that.  It  consisted  of  three  cantos.  I  told 
hi  in  that  the  third  was  unworthy  of  the  first  two, 
which  abounded  with  beauty  and  pathos.  My  objec- 
tions convinced  him  ;  but  instead  of  altering  the  third 
only,  he  recast  the  work,  cut  out  much  that  I  thought 
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exquisite  (though  I  did  not  geuerally  care  for  his  poet- 
ry), aud  interlarded  a  mass  of  magic  which  I  thought 
a  deformity ,  besides  changing  the  whole  story.  In 
fine,  he  wrote  eight  cantos,  and  died  without  complet- 
ing the  poem.  An  attempt  was  made  to  publish  canto 
by  canto  in  Eraser;  but  it  was  judged  too  tedious,  and 
broken  off.  Sterling  regarded  himself  as  having  re- 
ceived his  higher  education  from  Coleridge's  talk,  and 
became  a  great  reader  of  German  metaphysics.  But 
while  I  knew  him  his  judgment  of  Coleridge  was  ever 
sinking,  as  his  own  mind  got  broader  and  his  knowl- 
edge fuller.  It  is  certain  that  he  felt  himself  to  stand 
quite  above  Coleridge,  and  marveled  at  his  half-utter- 
ances aud  his  assumptions  of  originality.  Sterling's 
mind  was  ever  growing,  and,  if  life  bad  been  granted 
him,  he  might  have  taught  many  lessons  to  Whigs 
and  Radicals  and  Secularists  which  Coleridge  desired 
in  vain  to  teach.  Most  truly  yours, 

"F.  W.  Newman." 

With  reference  to  my  friend's  mention  of 
Carlyle  I  will  only  say,  that  while  I  do  not  won- 
der that  one  who  has  thrown  his  noble  powers 
and  elegant  attainments  so  bravely  on  the  side 
of  the  despised  and  wronged  is  indignant  with 
the  later  phases  of  Carlyle's  life,  the  time  is 
not  yet  ripe  for  passing  the  final  verdict  on  the 
life  and  work  of  that  man,  which  must  be  judged 
at  last  as  a  whole. 

The  now  large  and  flourishing  town  of  Vent- 
nor  consisted,  fifty  years  ago,  of  half  a  dozen 
fishermen's  huts,  and  an  inn  called  "The  Crab. 
and  Lobster,"  which  is  now  the  one  bit  of  an- 
tiquity in  the  place.  London  had  only  a  gas- 
tronomic acquaintance  with  it,  by  reason  of  the 
excellent  Crustacea  it  sent  to  market.  But 
some  physician  discovered  that  it  was  a  bit  of 
France,  as  to  climate,  which  adhered  to  En- 
gland after  the  rest  was  washed  away.  The 
Handbook  declared — "The  myrtle  blooms  in 
this  favored  spot,  the  geranium  flourishes,  even 
in  the  chill  autumnal  months.  An  Italian  at- 
mosphere seems  to  breathe  its  balm  around. 
Leafiness  makes  a  bower  of  each  sequestered 
knoll,"  etc.,  etc.  So  the  building  fever  came, 
and  now  Ventnor  has  become  a  kind  of  English 
Newport.  It  consists  of  fine  houses,  built  over 
irregular  cliffs,  and  from  the  sea  looks  like 
some  enormous  spread-out  castle,  with  a  turret 
for  every  clif!" — altogether  of  a  very  brilliant 
effect.  From  this  point  there  stretches  west- 
ward what  is  known  as  the  "  Underclifi'."  It 
has  been  made  by  a  series  of  great  landslips, 
which  have  sunk  a  hundred  feet  below  the  high 
downs  of  the  island  a  mass  of  land  half  a  mile 
wdde  and  seven  in  extent,  along  the  coast. 
This,  now  overgrown  with  bushes,  mosses,  and 
the  very  rich  flora  of  this  part  of  the  island — 
among  which,  even  in  December,  Dr.  Martin 
collected  in  bloom  fifty  species  of  garden  flow- 
ers*— conveys  the  impression  of  a  vast  natural 
terrace.  The  base  of  the  formation  is  red  sand 
and  blue  marl,  above  which  come  green  sand- 
stone and  chalk.  The  soft  sand  and  marl  be- 
neath have  been  washed  out  to  a  great  extent 
by  the  sea  on  one  side  and  the  island  streams 
on  the  other,  and  the  subsidence  was  inevitable. 


*  The  mean  annual  temperature  of  Ventnor  is 
51.72°. 


Some  late  subsidences  have  occurred  :  100  acres 
were  hurled  in  confusion  to  the  shore  in  1799, 
near  Niton,  causing  a  terrible  panic  in  the  island ; 
thirty  acres  sank  in  1810,  fifty  in  1818,  and  in 
1847  a  vast  mass  of  rock.  Lord  Jeffrey,  who 
lived  in  the  neighborhood  in  1806,  and  the  Rev. 
J.  White  (the  author  of  the  play  of  "King  of 
the  Commons,"  in  which  Macready  acted,  and 
of  sundry  "Landmarks"  of  English,  French, 
and  Greek  history),  who  lived  here  until  lately, 
have  written  accounts  of  the  " Undercliff, "  but 
Mrs.  Radcliffe  has  written  a  better  description 
than  either.  There  is  a  sensational  character 
about  the  scene  which  accorded  Avell  with  the 
temperament  of  the  authoress  of  the  "  Mysteries 
of  Udolpho."  As  one  passes  beneath  the  vast 
wall  w'hich  sometimes  overhangs  the  road,  there 
is  an  element  of  danger  which  enhances  the 
efiect.  "Lot  of  us  '11  be  buried  *ere  yet,"  said 
Hodge,  on  his  cart,  for  my  encouragement ;  and 
I  replied,  in  good  faith,  "Very  likely."  Of 
one  thing  I  feel  quite  sure,  that  no  genuine 
British  Hodge  will  turn  aside  from  the  old 
road  till  the  wall  falls  across  it  or  on  him. 
Seen  from  the  deck  of  the  Mayflower,  the  little 
steamer  that  takes  parties  all  around  the  island, 
the  Underclifi"  looks  like  palisades  of  crystal, 
double  in  height  and  extent  of  those  on  the 
Hudson.  Toward  the  close  of  the  last  century  a 
cottage-building  plague  seized  upon  the  wealthy 
gentlemen  of  London,  and  they  came  down 
into  this,  among  other  regions,  and  built  them, 
putting  large  amounts  upon  them.  Since  they 
wished  to  combine  luxury  with  rusticity,  they 
frequently  made  themselves  ridiculous — as,  for 
instance,  when  they  pasted  ballads  on  the  walls 
in  imitation  of  laborers'  dwellings.  William 
Gilpin,  of  whom  I  have  spoken  in  a  former  pa- 
per, found  the  Underclifi'  spoiled  by  "  Mr.  Stan- 
ley's Cottage."  "It  is  covered  indeed  with 
thatch,"  he  writes;  "but  that  makes  it  no 
more  a  cottage  than  ruffles  would  make  a  clown 
a  gentleman,  or  a  mealy  hat  would  turn  a 
laced  beau  into  a  miller.  We  every  where 
see  the  appendages  of  junket  and  good-living. 
Who  would  expect  to  find  a  fountain  bubbling 
up  under  the  Avindows  of  a  cottage  into  an 
elegant  carved  shell  to  cool  wine  ?  The  thing 
is  beautiful,  but  out  of  place.  The  imagina- 
tion does  not  like  to  be  jolted  in  its  sensations 
from  one  idea  to  another,  but  to  go  on  quietly 
in  the  same  track,  either  of  grandeur  or  sim- 
plicity. Easy  contrasts  it  approves,  but  vio- 
lent interruptions  it  dislikes."  Hans  Stanley 
was  the  governor  of  the  island.  The  cottage 
came  into  the  hands  of  J.  Hambrough,  Esq., 
who  has  built  a  grand  mansion,  with  a  superb 
Gothic  tower,  commanding  a  glorious  outlook. 

Our  way  westward  brings  us  to  the  little  vil- 
lage of  St.  LaAvrence,  notable  for  its  queer  lit- 
tle church  —  the  smallest  in  the  world.  It  is 
twenty-five  feet  long,  eleven  wide,  and  about 
as  high  as  a  tall  man.  Its  Avails  are  Saxon, 
and  very  old.  As  in  the  case  of  Bonchurch, 
the  congregation  listens  from  outside.  This 
church,  by-the-Avay,  has  given  rise  to  a  curious 
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version  of  the  proverbial  phrase,  "Lazy  Law- 
rence." In  Hampshire,  a  hizy  man  is  called 
an  "Isle  o'  Wight  man."  There  seems  to  be 
little  reason  to  doubt  that  the  expression  was 
originally  used,  not  because  the  islanders  were 
lazy,  but  because  they  had  dedicated  a  church 
to  the  lazy  saint.  The  legend  is,  that  St.  Law- 
rence was  roasted  on  a  gridiron.  While  his 
martyrdom  was  going  on,  he  neither  groaned, 
writhed,  nor  turned  over.  "  How  great  must 
be  his  faith,"  said  a  Christian  present,  "that 
he  can  be  so  calm!"  "Not  so,"  replied  the 
pagan  executioner;  "he's  too  lazy  to  turn 
over."  Erom  this  arose  the  phrase  "Lazy 
Lawrence,"  modified  by  the  Hampshire  folk, 
who  wished  to  twit  their  neighbors,  into  "  Isle 
o'  Wight  man." 

As  I  went  on  westward  I  became  aware,  by 
the  striking  appearance  of  a  fisherman  in  the 
water,  that  I  was  approaching  the  village  whose 
crustacean  fame  has  given  it  the  name  of  Crab- 
Niton.  A  famous  old  place  it  must  have  been 
in  its  time,  for  there  are  old  Celtic  mounds 
around  it,  and  an  ancient  road  along  which, 
the  antiquarians  say,  the  Phoenicians  used  to 
carry  the  tin  they  got  from  Cornwall,  while  as 
yet  the  island  was  joined  to  the  main  land.  It 


is  now  a  pleasant  enough  fishing  hamlet,  with 
some  pretty  villas  on  the  down,  at  whose  foot 
it  lies.  The  village  is  not  without  its  romance. 
Early  in  the  last  century,  a  little  orphan  boy 
named  Hobson  w^as  brought  here  from  Bon- 
church,  where  he  was  born,  and  apprenticed  to 
a  tailor.  He  did  well,  and  the  tailor  and  his 
wife  became  very  fond  of  him,  as  also  did  the 
neighbors.  In  fact,  "  Hobby"  was  a  general 
favorite,  was  particularly  good  at  singing,  and 
often  went  out  with  the  fishermen  in  their  boats. 
Great,  therefore,  was  the  grief  when  he  Avas 
one  day  missed ;  after  a  time  his  hat  was 
washed  up  on  shore,  and  a  boat  in  which  he 
was  wont  to  paddle  was  picked  up  off  the  coast 
empty.  Hobby  was  given  up  as  lost.  Tiie 
fact  was,  however,  that  the  lad,  as  he  sat  with 
his  needle,  had  seen  the  English  squadron  sail- 
ing majestically  in  the  Channel,  and  it  was  too 
much  for  him.  An  hour  or  so  later,  the  ad- 
miral of  the  squadron  was  called  to  observe  a 
boy  fn  a  boat,  making  for  his  ship.  The  boy 
was  Hobby,  who  entreated  to  be  taken  on 
board.  His  request  was  granted,  the  boat  was 
cut  adrift,  and  the  boy  was  taken  up  with  no 
loss  except  that  of  his  hat,  which  the  wind  had 
blown  off  soon  after  he  had  left  shore.  The 
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squadron  was  going  to  fight  for  Queen  Anne 
against  the  French  fleet,  with  which  it  soon 
was  engaged.  After  two  hours  of  desperate 
fighting,  the  young  volunteer  naively  asked  a 
sailor  for  what  object  the  fleets  were  contend- 
ing. "Do  you  see  that  rag  there?"  said  the 
sailor,  pointing  to  the  French  flag  on  the  flag- 
ship. "  Ay,"  said  Hobby.  "  That  must  come 
down."  "Oh!"  said  the  boy,  "  if  that's  all, 
I'll  see  what  I  can  do."  The  ships  of  the  two 
admirals  were  touching  their  yard-arms,  and 
enveloped  in  smoke.  The  boy  climbed  the 
shrouds,  crossed  the  main-yard,  and,  under  the 
cover  of  smoke,  actually  seized  the  flag,  and  re- 
turned to  the  deck.  The  disappearance  of  the 
flag  was  soon  noticed ;  the  British  cried  "  Vic- 
tory," the  French  thought  that  their  officers 
had  surrendered,  and  in  the  confusion  the 
British  boarded  the  hostile  ship  and  captured 


j  it.  The  boy,  unconscious  of  what  he  had 
j  done,  was  found  by  the  admiral  with  the 
French  flag  round  his  arm,  and  was  at  once 
promoted.  From  that  time  he  rose  rapidly  to 
be  Admiral  Hobson.  Of  course,  the  humble 
folk  of  little  Crab-Niton  knew  nothing  of  all 
this,  and  the  tragical  tradition  of  the  little 
'prentice  was  almost  forgotten  when,  one  day, 
the  knighted  admiral  and  some  other  officers 
paid  a  visit  to  the  place.  They  went  straight 
to  the  house  of  the  now  aged  tailor  and  his 
wife,  and  asked  for  dinner.  The  ham  and 
eggs — all  they  couM  provide — were  set  before 
the  distinguished  guests,  Avho,  however,  had 
brought  with  them  wines  and  other  luxuries, 
which  their  entertainers  were  invited  to  par- 
take. "When  the  dinner  was  over,  the  admiral 
struck  up  an  old  ballad  which  he  used  to  sing 
when  a  boy  at  Niton,  The  old  woman  was 
touched,  and,  bursting  into  tears,  exclaimed, 
"Poor  Hobby!"  The  admiral  forgot  all  his 
magnificence,  and  soon  had  his  arms  round  the 
old  lady's  neck.  The  hamlet  was  given  up  to 
a  joy  which  still  kindles  the  village  story-tellers, 
as  they  pass  the  romance  on  from  generation  to 
generation,  and  point  to  the  comfortable  dwell- 
ings of  the  tailor's  descendants  as  monuments 
of  the  old  admiral's  gratitude. 

The  UnderclifF  terminates  with  Black-gang 
Chine,  a  weird  cleft  terminating  in  a  dark 
arched  cavern,  into  which  falls  a  cascade  of 
seventy  feet.  The  place  is  full  of  the  vestiges 
of  a  savage  battle  between  flood  and  rock, 
and  the  desolation  is  exceedingly  impressive. 
When  the  sea  is  high  it  roars  up  into  the  cav- 
ern, and  the  burden  of  its  gloomy  music,  en- 
hanced by  the  echoes  of  the  chasm,  is  very 
grand.  The  spot  is  the  natural  haunt  of  le- 
gends. Some  dollars,  washed  up,  no  doubt, 
from  the  wreck  of  a  Spanish  ship,  were  once 
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found  there,  and  gave  rise  to  the  superstition 
that  the  water  was  a  Pactolus  stream — that 
the  sands  were  golden — that  robbers  had  hid- 
den treasures  there — and  the  like.  It  is  the 
firm  faith  of  every  peasant  in  the  neighborhood 
that  the  Black-gang  Chine  derived  its  name 
from  the  gang  of  robbers  and  the  blackness  of 
their  deeds ;  and  if  any  philologist  has  the  te- 
merity to  suggest  that  gang  is  old  Saxon  for 
any  opening,  and  that  black  is  suggested  by 
the  darkness  of  the  fissure  and  cavern,  he  will 
be  snubbed  for  his  pains.  The  whole  region 
was,  however,  very  famous  in  old  times  for 
smuggling ;  and  there  is  even  a  comparatively 
modern  story,  that  one  Sunday  morning  the 
rector  of  St.  Lawrence  was  unable  to  get  even 
so  much  as  a  clerk  to  church,  the  Avhole  popu- 
lation being  engaged  in  transporting  an  illegal 
cargo  from  a  Dutch  ship  to  the  shore.  Wreck- 
ers, too,  used  to  abound  here ;  but  they  have 
been  converted,  and  have  now  combined  to 
form  a  bazar,  where  each  visitor  is  compelled — 
"expected"  is  the  euphemistic  word  they  use 
— to  buy  something  he  doesn't  want  at  more 
than  it  is  worth  if  he  did  want  it.  That  this  is 
a  Christian-like  custom  any  one  who  has  been  at 
church  fairs  needs  not  be  informed. 

There  is  in  the  neighborhood  a  residence 
called  "  Medina  Hermitage,"  noticeable  for 
having  near  it  seventy-two  feet  of  flunkeyism 
in  the  shape  of  a  column  of  that  height,  bear- 
ing the  inscription:  "In  commemoration  of 
the  visit  of  his  Imperial  Majesty,  Alexander  I., 
Emperor  of  all  the  Russias,  to  Great  Britain, 
in  the  year  1814,  and  in  remembrance  of  many 
years'  happy  residence  in  his  dominions,  this 
pillar  was  erected  by  Michael  Hoy."  A  few 
years  ago  Garibaldi  visited  the  neighborhood 
on  a  visit  to  Mr.  Seeley,  M.P.,  but  I  have  not 
seen  any  column  commemorative  of  the  event. 
In  the  garden  of  Faringford,  however,  the 
Wellingtonia,  planted  by  the  Laureate's  own 
hand  that  day,  still  flourishes. 

Wishing  to  go  into  the  interior  of  the  island 
I  retraced  my  steps  to  Ventnor,  and  early  on 
the  next  morning  took  my  seat  beside  the 
driver  on  the  stage-coach  for  Newport.  The 
driver  was  the  very  Turveydrop  of  drivers  ;  he 
was  dressed  as  fine  as  any  ])eau  of  Regent 
Street,  and  had  a  bouquet  of  flowers  on  the 
lapel  of  his  coat,  which  was  the  wonder  and 
delight  of  the  ladies,  and  the  envy  of  the  male 
passengers.  His  attention  to  the  fair  travelers, 
the  delicacy  with  which  he  helped  them  to 
alight  when  the  coach  stopped,  the  bow  with 
which  he  offered  glasses  of  water  or  wine,  in- 
duced the  ladies  to  vote  him  a  perfect  love. 
It  need  not  be  added  that  he  was  an  aristo- 
crat;  he  was  proudly  familiar  with  the  pedi- 
gree and  condition  of  every  old  family  whose 
mansion  we  passed,  and  had  a  perfect  shrug 
for  the  houses  of  the  vulgar.  I  can  not  get 
rid  of  an  impression  that  he  is  at  this  moment 
some  nobleman  incognito  who  has  taken  to  the 
stage-box,  as  Peter  the  Great  and  others  to 
their  several  disguises.    Passing  the  old  Yar- 


borough  mansion,  he  said,  mournfully,  "That 
'ouse  has  seen  better  days."  "But,"  we  urged, 
"it  appears  to  be  in  good  repair."  "Yes; 
but  one  of  the  finest  old  families  used  to  live 
there;  they're  dying  out,  Sir — they're  dying 
out."  "  Who  lives  there  now  ?"  "Nobody— 
they  'ave  a  big  school  or  college  in  it  now." 
His  great  joke  was  to  induce  the  passengers  to 
eat  some  of  the  large  sloes,  which  could  easily 
be  plucked  from  the  hedges  between  which  we 
passed,  and  had  the  appearance  of  small  dam- 
sons. Those  whose  limited  knowledge  of  bot- 
any led  them  to  do  so  had  their  mouths  puck- 
ered up ;  whereat  our  driver  laughed  till  he 
cried.  We  all  listened  very  quietly  for  some 
time  to  our  driver,  who  was  too  gallant  and 
good-humored  to  quarrel  with  ;  but  a  conserva- 
tive of  a  deadlier  sort  on  the  coach,  embold- 
ened by  the  quiet  reception  of  Jehu's  views, 
began  to  put  in  his  oar.  We  were  passing  a 
field  where  some  fellows  were  sowing  soot. 
Each  had  a  bag  of  soot,  and  against  the  white 
field  they  looked  like  moving  statues  of  ebony. 
"Their  money  is  bright  enough,"  remarked 
one.  Their  appearance  was  indeed  comical, 
and  the  laughter  they  elicited  encouraged  our 
conservative  to  sneer  at  the  new  Gladstonian 
phrase.  "Oh,  they're  all  'our  own  flesh  and 
blood.'  They're  our  future  law-makers."  "I 
wouldn't  like  to  handle  their  voting  tickets," 
said  another.  This,  of  course,  must  bring  out 
the  inevitable  radical,  who  is  at  this  moment 
to  be  found  at  every  place  in  England  where 
there  is  a  conservative  rib  to  be  poked.  So 
up  spoke  an  old  farmer:  "It's  better  to  be 
black  outside  than  inside."  "I  don't  object 
to  people  in  their  places,"  said  the  Tory,  who 
was  what  is  called  in  England  a  gentleman ; 
"  but  it  don't  follow  because  a  man  can  scatter 
soot  that  he's  fit  to  go  to  Parliament."  "It 
isn't  every  member  of  Parliament  that  has 
clean  hands."  The  bribery  commissions  were 
much  talked  of,  and  the  farmer's  dig  was  pretty 
severe.  The  applause  that  followed  it  silenced 
the  conservative  for  a  time,  but  another  scene 
presently  called  him  out  again.  We  passed  a  re- 
cently-harvested wheat-field  in  which  some  half 
a  dozen  girls  were  gleaning,  and  already  bore 
considerable  sheaves  in  their  arms.  A  youth, 
w^hom  I  supposed  to  be  an  artist,  suggested 
that  it  was  a  "pretty  sight."  The  Tory  sug- 
gested that  it  was  "stealing."  "You  are  a 
conservative,"  said  the  artist,  "and  ought  to 
hold  by  good  old  customs.  Gleaning  is  Scrip- 
tural. Moreover,  old  English  law  gives  peoi)le 
the  right  to  glean  after  harvest,  or  even  to  car- 
ry away  from  a  field  of  wheat  through  which 
they  pass  as  much  grain  as  they  can  hold  in 
their  two  hands,"  "That's  a  new  doctrine," 
returned  the  other;  "I  had  the  old-fashioned 
notion  that  it's  stealing  to  take  what  don't  be- 
long to  you."  "The  old-fashioned  idea,"  said 
the  youth,  "  is  that  the  land  belongs  to  no  man, 
not  any  more  than  the  air  or  sunshine.  God 
gave  it  to  feed  mankind,  A  few  kings  and 
lords  have  managed  to  slice  it  up  among  them- 
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selves  ;  they  would  have  clone  the  same  with 
the  sunlight  if  they  could ;  but  their  day  is 
passing,  and  the  land  will  be  divided  up  among 
the  people."  "That's  a  pretty  doctrine  to  be 
scattered  broadcast ! "  gasped  the  Tory.  "  Heav- 
en knows  what  we  are  coming  to  I"  The 
silence  which  prevailed  showed  that  the  radical 
had  given  the  company  meat  a  little  too  strong. 
The  subject  gave  way  before  remarks  on  the 
beauty  of  the  archway  of  foliage  beneath  which 
we  were  passing,  and  the  extreme  narrowness 
of  the  roads.  Whether  the  Isle  of  Wight  land- 
owners are  destined  to  give  up  their  estates 
to  the  people  or  not,  thus  far  they  have  left  to 
the  public  only  enough  roadway  between  the 
thick  hedges  for  one  vehicle  to  pass  ;  and  what 
would  be  the  result  were  two  of  them  to  meet, 
I  can  not  imagine.  We  dashed  along  merrily, 
however,  and  were  soon  aware  that  our  driver 
was  conscious  that  he  and  his  voyagers  were 
the  daily  sensation  of  the  historic  town  of  New- 
port, whose  crowd  was  awaiting  us  as  we  rat- 
tled up  to  the  Wheat-Sheaf  Inn. 

The  first  thing  to  be  done  at  Newport  is  to 
visit  Carisbrooke  Castle, 

"the  gloomy  bower 
Where  Charles  was  prisoned  in  yon  island  tower," 

as  one  reads  in  "Marmion."  "I  do  not  think 
I  shall  ever  see  a  ruin  to  surpass  Carisbrooke 
Castle,"  wrote  Keats;  "and  certainly  none  in 
these  islands  can  equal  it  for  solemn  grandeur, 
and  none  but  those  at  Stirling  and  Edinburgh 
compare  with  it  for  commanding  situation. 
The  old  Roman  wall  near  by  shows  that  the 
conquerors  of  the  world  recognized  the  position 
as  the  natural  citadel  of  the  island,  and  the  im- 
portant part  it  has  borne  in  English  historv 
shows  that  their  estimate  was  just.  Epochs  of 
history  have  left  their  marks  upon  it  in  their 
glacial  march.  Under  the  escutcheon  of  the 
White  Rose  you  pass ;  there  is  the  window 
where  Charles  tried  to  escape  ;  beyond  is  the 
sward  where  the  Princess  Elizabeth  beguiled 
her  prisoned  life  with  bowls ;  and  here  again 


the  Countess  of  Port- 
land stood  with  a 
match  in  her  hand, 
declaring  she  would 
fire  the  cannon  and 
defend  the  castle  and 
her  five  children  to 
the  last,  bringing  the 
soldiers  of  Cromwell 
to  terms.  We  passed 
over  the  hroolce  to 
the  Cae?*,  or  fort — 
which  together  give 
the  strong-hold  its 
name — and  found  the 
place  alive  with  pic- 
nic parties.  It  was 
strange  to  hear  merry 
songs  among  the  old 
keeps  and  buttresses 
which  had  in  their 
day  frowned  remorselessly  on  so  many  lives. 
Time  is  the  only  radical  reformer  sure  to  beat, 
and  it  has  effectually  beaten  the  spears  of  Caris- 
brooke into  spears  of  grass,  and  festooned  its  bat- 
tlements with  flowers.  It  has  turned  its  hard 
histories  into  ornamental  myths.  As  in  the  old 
well  there,  144  feet  deep,  a  donkey  on  his  tread- 
mill sends  down  the  lamp,  and  turns  the  water  at 
the  bottom  into  liquid  gold,  so  does  the  old  wo- 
man go  over  the  routine  of  the  castle  romances, 
and  let  down  a  sixpence  worth  of  light,  not  Avith- 
out  its  mellowing  effect,  into  the  deeper  historic 
well  of  truth.  It  is  curious  to  witness  the  eflfect 
of  visiting  the  place  upon  your  true  Briton,  The 
freedom  in  which  he  rejoices  was  in  great  part 
purchased  by  the  imprisonment  of  Charles  I, 
at  Carisbrooke  ;  yet  he  can  not  resist  a  tender 
emotion  toward  the  poor  king  as  he  comes  so 
near  to  the  scene  of  his  captivity.  A  gentle- 
man who  has  been  showing  some  ladies  around 
pauses  on  the  bowling-green  which  Charles's 
jailer  prepared  for  him,  and  Avith  a  pleasant 
voice  goes  over  the  story.  "  He  fled  by  way 
of  Lymington.  As  he  passed  along  the  street 
from  Newport  here,  a  woman  found  in  her  gar- 
den a  rose  which  winter  had  not  killed,  and 
threw  it  to  him."  "That  was  pretty  of  her," 
put  in  a  pretty  lass.  "  Colonel  Hammond  was 
his  jailer;  he  was  said  to  have  struck  the  king 
in  the  face."  "He  ought  to  ha' been  struck 
back,"  suggested  a  lad  from  the  score  of  audit- 
ors who  had  now  grouped  themselves  around 
the  story-teller.  "That  was  proved  to  be  im- 
true ;  Hammond  was  very  kind,  and  made  the 
king  as  comfortable  as  possible."  "  Oh — ah!" 
"The  king  had  a  pleasant  bower  to  read  in; 
he  read  Hooker,  Bishop  Andrew,  Herbert's 
'  Divine  Poems.'  "  "  He  was  very  pious  when 
he  got  to  Carisbrooke,"  suggested  a  rustic  red  ; 
but  the  king's  star  was  in  the  ascendant,  and 
the  speaker  brought  his  laugh  to  a  sudden 
stop.  "  He  also  wrote  books  himself — chiefly 
poetry :  he  wrote  '  Snspiria  Regalia.'  "  "A  kind 
of  cigar,  wasn't  it  ?"  "  No,  it  means  Royal 
Sighs  ;  and  he  wrote  '  Majesty  in  Misery.'  His 
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raotto  was  Lhim  s/nro, 
spero — that  is,  while 
I  breathe,  I  hope." 
"Poor  fellow!"  "A 
man  named  Firebrace 
tried  to  help  him  to 
escape.  It  was  the 
dead  of  night.  Horses 
were  ready  just  out 
there.  Under  the 
window — the  higher 
one — Firebrace  stood 
armed  for  any  emer- 
gency. All  was  still, 
and  the  fate  of  En- 
gland hung  in  the 
balance.  A  bar  had 
been  filed  away  from 
the  window.  Fire- 
brace gave  the  signal. 
One  leap,  and  King 

Charles  is  safe.    He  gets  hung  in  the  window, 
and  is  lost."    (Sensation,  and  some  pouting.) 
"You  see,  ladies,  it's  impossible  for  a  well-fed 
king  to  get  through  a  space  much  smaller  than 
his  body."    "Oh  yes,  certainly!"  from  one  or 
two  girls  who  don't  know  whether  to  titter  or  not. 
"There  ought  to  have  been  another  bar  removed. 
As  it  was,  the  poor  monarch  stuck  so  fast  between 
the  bars  that  he  couldn't  get  out  or  back  again. 
In  fact,  he  groaned,  and  found  a  certain  relief 
in  the  appearance  of  his  jailer,  who  released 
him  from  his  affliction.    After  that  the  king 
was  removed  to  another  room — probably  near 
that  corner.    There  he  used  to  discuss  theol- 
ogy with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Troughton,  the  chap- 
lain.   The  king  was  sharp  in  argument.  Once 
when  Troughton  was  arguing,  Charles  drew  a 
sword  on  him"  '("The  gentleman's  making 
fun!"),  "whereupon  Mr.  Duncomb,  who  was 
present,  knelt  under  the  sword  ;  and  this,  call- 
ing the  king  to  himself,  gave  him  at  the  same 
time  an  opportunity  for  turning  off  the  inci- 
dent.   He  knighted  the  gentleman  on  the  spot, 
so  that  he  rose  up  Sir  John  Duncomb.    But  the 
king  tried  again  to  escape.    This  time  enough 
bars  were  removed  —  he  got  fairly  through. 
Seeing,  however,  a  considerable  number  of 
persons  awaiting  him,  other  than  his  friends, 
he  returned  by  the  way  he  came,  and  retired 
to  rest.      At  l^t  there  were  whisperings. 
Then  came  soldiers.    The  end  was  drawing 
nigh.     In  the  gray  twilight  of  morning,  a 
coach  with  troops  was  at  the  castle  gates. 
The  king  looked  on  with  a  wayworn  expres- 
sion, and  said  to  his  attendants,  gloomily,  '  Get 
me  something  to  eat .''    Alas  !  this  pathetic  re- 
quest was  not  heeded ;  the  king  was  borne 
breakfastless  to  Hurst  Castle.    The  little  un- 
pleasantness that  subsequently  happened  to  him 
in  London  need  not  be  repeated."    It  was  am- 
ply apparent  by  this  time  that  the  story-teller 
was  a  scoffer.    The  romance  of  the  royal  pris- 
oner had  been  punctured  like  a  baby's  balloon 
in  each  mind,  and  could  not  be  inflated  again. 
Yet  I  doubt  much  mignt  be  said  for  one  who 
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loved  to  read  George  Herbert's  poems,  and  who 
was.able  to  secure  the  devoted  attachment  of 
another  Herbert,  Avho  had  come  to  watch  him 
as  an  enemy,  whose  pen  he  inspired  to  Avrite 
the  "  T/tretwdia  Corolina."  However,  our 
story-teller  compensated  the  company  for  its 
evident  disappointment  in  his  narrative  of  "  the 
Martyr  King"  by  telling  with  simplicity  and 
sympathy  the  history  of  his  unhappy  daughter 
Elizabeth  —  the  little  student  who  read  her 
Bible  in  the  originals  at  ten,  and  talked  Latin, 
Italian,  and  French  before  she  was  thirteen — 
how,  after  her  father's  execution,  she  and  her 
brother,  tossed  here  and  there,  found  more  re- 
pose and  happiness  here  than  they  might  have 
looked  for  ;  how  at  last  she  died  with  her  cheek 
resting  on  the  Bible  which  had  been  her  father's 
last  gift  to  her.  So  withered  at  fifteen  one  of  the 
two  whom  Crashaw  described  as  "  silken  sister- 
flowers, "  Baron  Maroclietti's  finest  work  is, 
I  think,  the  monument  which  he  made  thirteen 
years  ago  of  this  princess  for  the  church  of  St, 
Thomas,*  in  Newport,  It  was  at  the  sole  ex- 
pense of  the  Queen,  and  the  likeness  of  the  girl 
reclining  Avith  her  clieek  on  the  open  Bible  is 
from  a  portrait  in  possession  of  the  Queen. 
The  inscription  is:  "To  the  memory  of  the 
Princess  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Charles  I,, 
who  died  at  Carisbrooke  Castle  on  Sunday, 
Sept,  8,  1G50,  and  is  interred  beneath  the  chan- 
cel of  this  church,  this  monument  is  erected — 
a  token  of  respect  for  her  virtues  and  of  sym- 
pathy for  her  misfortunes  —  by  Victoria  R,, 
185G," 


*  There  is  in  this  church  a  singular  old  pulpit, 
transferred  to  it  from  an  older  building  pulled  down 
fifteen  years  ago,  which  is  a  queer  indication  of  the 
taste  in  such  things  which  existed  in  1G31,  when  it 
was  carved.  The  name  of  the  architect,  Cajyer,  is  pre- 
served in  a  goat  at  the  back.  Around  the  sounding- 
board  is  carved,  "Cry  aloud,  and  spare  not;  lift  up 
thy  voice  like  a  trumpet."  The  Cardinal  Virtues  and 
the  Three  Graces  are  blended  in  the  bass-reliefs,  and 
beneath  are  a  row  of  figures,  with  their  symbols,  rep- 
resenting the  seveu  liberal  sciences  —  Grammatica, 
Dialectica,  Rhetorica,  Musica,  Arithmetica,  Geome- 
tria,  and  Aetronomia. 
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Newport  is  the  oldest  place  in  the  island.  It 
was  such  an  important  centre  in  Roman  times 
that  some  keen -eyed  philosophers  fancy  they 
see  more  of  the  Roman  type  in  its  inhabitants 
— especially  in  its  handsome  women — than  in 
those  of  other  parts  of  Great  Britain.  But  this 
I  could  not  see  ;  to  my  eye  England  is  crowded 
with  men  of  the  clear-cut  Roman  type,  and  with 
girls  much  prettier  than  ever  flourished  on  the 
banks  of  the  Tiber.  In  1439  Henry  Beau- 
champ,  Earl  of  Warwick,  then  sixteen  years  of 
age,  was  crowned  King  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  by 
Henry  VI,  He  died  aged  twenty-two,  and  was 
the  only  king  the  island  ever  had.  Subsequent- 
ly the  same  Henry  VI.  gave  the  island  to  the 
Duke  of  Somerset  to  pay  some  debt  he  owed 
him.  At  last  Edward  I.  bought  it,  and  made 
Newport  a  borough,  capable  of  sending  a  mem^ 
ber  to  Parliament.  Its  charter  was  given  by  a 
woman — Isabel  de  Fortibus — and  confirmed  by 
a  woman  —  Queen  Elizabeth.  It  is  queer  in 
these  days,  wlien  men  are  found  ready  to  pay 
ten  thousand  pounds  to  get  into  Parliament,  or 
to  drown  themselves  in  order  to  escape  tlio  en- 
tanglements they  have  got  into  in  their  race  for 
that  honor,  to  find  that  there  were  days  when 
boroughs  petitioned  for  exemption  from  the 
necessity  of  electing  a  representative,  and  rep- 
resentatives to  be  discharged  from  service. 
From  the  twenty-third  year  of  EdAvard  I.  to  the 
twenty-seventh  of  Elizabeth  Newport  was  ex- 
cused from  sending  a  representative ;  and  so 
late  as  1642  I  find  a  petition  from  Sir  Henry 
Worsley,  who  had  been  returned  for  New- 
port, petitioning  the  House  of  Commons  for 
exemption  on  the  mysterious  ground  that,  "by 
reason  of  some  scruples  he  hath  in  his  con- 
science in  relation  to  the  Publique,  he  is  much 
indisposed  at  present  and  unfitted  for  doing  his 
service  in  the  Parliament."  The  baronet  was 
not  excused,  however.  At  this  time,  too,  mem- 
bers of  Parliament  were  paid  two  shillings 
a  day  for  borough,  and  four  for  county  mem- 
bers (it  would  be  nearly  ten  times  the  amount 
now).  This  old  law  by  which  members  of 
Parliament  were  paid  was  never  repealed ;  it 
simply  fell  into  desuetude.  I  believe  it  is 
thought  that  members  might  still  claim  pay- 
ment. The  last  member  ever  paid  by  his  con- 
stituents seems  to  have  been  the  celebrated  An- 
drew Marvell,  who  represented  Kingston-upon- 
HuU.  In  early  days  the  payments  made  to 
members  remind  one  of  the  little  dog  and  other 
articles  ofl'ered  at  Salt  Lake  at  the  ticket-of- 
fice for  Artemus  Ward's  lecture.  Thus,  John 
Etrawnge  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the 
bailiffs  of  Dunwich,  Sufiblk,  to  take  no  more 
for  his  wages  in  Parliament  than  a  cade  and 
half  a  barrel  of  herrings,  whatever  might  be  the 
duration  of  Parliament.  The  strong  desire 
now  felt  in  many  quarters  that  there  should  be 
some  representatives  of  the  Avorking-classes  in 
the  House  of  Commons  promises  to  revive  the 
old  custom  of  payments. 

One  finds  many  illustrations  in  the  annals  of 
these  ancient  English  boroughs  of  the  fact  that 


the  House  of  Commons  was  at  first  a  compara- 
tively unimportant  body.  At  the  head  of  the 
kingdom  was  the  Upper  House  of  Convoca- 
tion, who  Avere  too  grand  to  sit  with  the  infe- 
rior clergy.  Thus  there  were  two  Houses  of 
Convocation.  Then  the  tenants  of  the  king's 
demesne  declined  to  sit  in  the  same  chamber 
with  knights  and  burgesses — hence  the  House 
of  Lords.  The  king  originally  meant  to  have 
but  one  legislature ;  the  others  were  made  by 
clerical  and  civil  caste.  But  the  first  have  be- 
come last,  and  the  last  first ;  the  Convocation 
has  become  a  ghost,  the  House  of  Lords  a  simul- 
acrum, and  the  House  of  Commons  the  sover- 
eign power  of  England.  Even  in  America  we 
have  these  old  castes  surviving  in  the  supersti- 
tion that  it  is  a  constitutional  necessity  to  have 
two  houses  of  legislature  ;  and  it  is  probable 
that  a  custom  which  originated  in  the  hauteur 
of  bishops  and  peers  will  still  be  maintained  in 
the  republic,  as  supplying  a  necessary  balance 
between  the  conservative  and  progressive  forces. 
But  the  superstition  will  pass  away,  and  we 
shall  in  the  end  have  no  such  feudal  relic  as  the 
Senate  at  all.  When  there  is  no  longer  an  at- 
tempt to  bottle  up  the  conservatism  of  the  legis- 
lature in  a  separate  house,  we  shall  find  our 
popular  house  much  more  able  and  dignified. 
-  Newport  has  produced  several  worthies,  among 
them  Dr.  Thomas  James  (1570),  the  friend  of 
Archbishop  Usher,  and  the  first  Bodleian  li- 
brarian, who  collated  all  the  old  MSS.,  and  was 
the  father  of  English  bibliography.  He  left 
fifteen  works  much  valued  by  scholars.  His 
nephew,  Richard  James,  who  was  born  here  in 
1592,  was  a  great  linguist,  especially  versed  in 
the  Old  Gothic  and  Saxon  languages,  and  clas- 
sified the  Cotton  Library.  He  was  accused  of 
being  "atheistical,"  but  the  allegation  is  not 
borne  out  by  the  many  learned  works  he  wrote. 
Sir  Thomas  Fleming,  one  of  the  Chief  Justices 
of  England,  was  born  at  Newport  in  1544,  He 
seems  to  have  gained  his  promotions  rather  by 
marrying  a  daughter  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  phy- 
sician, Mark  James,  than  by  any  great  ability. 
In  IGOl  he  entered  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
having  broken  down  in  his  maiden  speech,  never 
opened  his  lips  in  that  body  again.  He  ob- 
tained the  favor  of  James  I.,  who  elevated  him 
to  the  bench.  He  was  one  of  the  judges  who 
tried  Guy  Fawkes ;  in  which  case,  says  Lord 
Campbell,  "he  followed  the  useful  advice  for 
subordinate  judges  on  such  occasions — '  to  look 
wise  and  say  nothing,'  "  He  succeeded  Sir 
John  Popham  as  Lord  Chief  Justice  ;  but  hav- 
ing joined  in  some  revels  of  his  tenants,  he  died 
next  morning,  and  was  buried  (1613)  at  North 
Stoneham,  where  his  figure,  in  full  insignia, 
may  be  seen  by  the  side  of  his  rufted  and  hood- 
ed lady,  whose  waist  is  represented  small  enough 
to  put  one's  hands  around. 

From  Newport  I  went  on  a  pleasant  coach, 
with  an  agreeable  company  on  top  of  it,  to 
Yarmouth — a  distance  of  about  ten  miles.  The 
houses  and  their  inhabitants  along  the  road 
were  of  a  very  primitive  description,    "  A  pret- 
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ty  good-morning  to  you,"  cries  each  man  we 
meet.  At  the  little  village  of  Shalfleet,  where 
we  stop  to  water  our  horses,  and  whose  inn 
bears  the  usual  inscription,  "Licensed  to  be 
drunk  on  the  premises,"  in  large  letters,  and 
the  qualifying  clause,  showing  that  it  is  beer 
and  not  men  so  licensed,  and  visit  the  ancient 
Norman  church,  which  has  a  curious  mural  de- 
sign of  David  (?)  with  a  bear  and  a  lion.  Our 
company  are  full  of  gossip,  and  one  or  two  of 
them  wags.  One  of  them  is  fond  of  singing 
ballads,  which  plainly  do  not  please  a  gentle- 
man in  black  dress,  whom  I  took  for  a  colpor- 
teur.   When  the  singer  came  to 

"She  fancied  a  foreigner 
Who  played  a  flageolet — " 

the  sombre  gentleman  said,  "Do  you  know, 
Sir,  that  in  London  a  man  singing  obscene 
songs  is  liable  to  be  taken  up  ?"  This  odd  use 
of  the  word  "obscene,"  in  reference  to  one  of 
the  least  objectionable  ditties,  caused  a  titter 
among  the  ladies  present.  He  of  the  ballad 
replied,  with  a  wink,  "They  don't  know  every 
thing  in  Lunnun. "  ' '  They  know  enough  to  pre- 
serve public  decency."  "Friend,"  responded 
the  musical  party,  "  thou  may'st  take  my  hat" — 
at  the  same  time  proffering  the  beaver  in  ques- 
tion. "By-the-way,"  he  added,  "I'll  bet  you 
fifty  guineas  to  one  you  can't  tell  me  how  I 
came  by  that  hat."  The  grave  gentleman 
turned  his  head  away  with  disgust,  and  the 
coach  went  on  in  silence  for  a  mile.  But  the 
ballad-singer  had  awakened  some  interest,  and 
the  three  or  four  young  ladies  present  could 
not  suppress  their  desire  to  hear  him  sing  again. 
"For  my  part,"  murmurs  one,  "I  like  sing- 
ing, and  I  cant  see  the  harm."  But  another 
prompts  her  brother  or  husband  in  a  half-whis- 
per to  ask  the  man  how  he  got  his  hat.  "  Oh 
yes,  do,"  chimes  in  a  miss  of  fourteen.  "Will 
you  be  so  good,  Sir,"  asks  the  gentleman  so 
urged,  "to  inform  these  ladies,  who  are  dying 
of  curiosity,  how  you  came  by  your  hat  ?" 
"  Well,  Sir,"  answered  the  singer,  gravely,  "we 
must  all  have  our  little  secrets  in  this  world." 
So  the  coach  proceeds  for  a  mile  or  two,  until 
we  drive  into  the  hamlet  of  Ningwood.  Here 
our  musical  friend  leaves  us.  Having  dis- 
mounted and  gone  a  few  yards,  he  turns,  and 
bowing  low,  says,  "Farewell,  gentlemen  and 
ladies.  I  hope  the  serious  gentleman  will  re- 
member me  in  his  prayers.  And  as  it  isn't 
likely  we'll  all  meet  again  in  this  world,  I  don't 
mind  telling  the  ladies  how  I  got  this  hat.  I 
bought  it." 

After  we  had  started  again  the  serious  gen- 
tleman showed  signs  of  improving  the  occasion 
presented  by  passing  the  estate  of  an  eccentric 
old  gentleman  who  had  dug  a  well  for  the  use 
of  travelers  on  the  highway,  and  left  in  his  will 
a  provision  for  some  advantage  to  the  neighbor- 
hood (I  forget  what)  ;  from  Avhich,  however,  all 
clergymen  were  to  be  carefully  excluded.  Our 
Mentor  hinted  that  the  old  gentleman  was  prob- 
ably now  in  a  place  where  he  would  be  glad  of 
a  drop  of  water  from  his  own  well,  and  where 


I  he  would  rejoice  in  the  ministrations  of  a  cler- 
'gyman.  The  driver,  dreading  a  discussion  of 
this  kind,  suggested  that  his  coach  was  not  a 
hearse.  A  scholarly-looking  man  grappled  with 
Mentor,  however,  by  repeating  the  old  Arabic 
saying  that  a  man  who  dug  a  well  and  planted 
a  grove  was  sure  to  go  to  heaven.  This  sud- 
denly plunged  us  all  into  a  theological  discus- 
sion, which  our  driver  vainly  endeavored  to  sup- 
press. The  orthodox  and  the  heretical  were 
about  equally  matched.  Gradually  the  con- 
versation veered  fjom  doctrines  to  the  clergy, 
who  evidently  had  fewer  friends  among  us  than 
orthodoxy.  Much  was  said  of  an  instance  of 
clerical  servility  to  the  aristocracy  which  had 
recently  caused  a  sensation  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Freshwater.  A  young  India  officer  of 
high  family  had  formed  an  engagement  of  mar- 
riage with  a  pretty  servant-givl.  The  match 
was  opposed  by  the  colonel's  family ;  but  he 
was  of  age,  and  persisted.  No  clergyman  in 
the  island  could  be  found  to  perform  the  mar- 
riage service,  and  one  had  to  be  imported  for 
the  purpose.  There  were  circumstances  in  the 
'  life  of  the  servant-girl  which  led  the  people  of 
the  neighborhood  to  take  a  deep  interest  in  her. 
She  was  refined  and  educated,  though  poor,  and 
the  Tennysons  acknowledged  her  as  a  friend, 
and  were  present  at  the  wedding.  The  clergy 
had  rendered  themselves  very  unpopular  by 
their  course  in  the  affair.  Such,  at  least,  was 
the  gossip  on  our  coach. 

Yarmouth,  anciently  Eremuth,  at  the  mouth, 
that  is,  of  the  Yar,  is  not  a  lovely  place,  but  it 
is  queer.    It  cherishes  old  customs.    The  may- 
j  or  does  not  envy  the  grandeur  of  the  Lord 
I  Mayor  of  London.    He  is  chosen  under  solemn 
circumstances.     When  a  vacancy  occurs  in 
the  mayoralty  the  twelve  members  of  the  cor- 
poration are  locked  up  in  the  Town  Hall,  and 
j  there  they  must  sit,  without  a  morsel  of  food, 
I  until  nine  out  of  the  twelve  have  agreed  on  the 
j  proper  man  for  the  office.    It  is,  perhaps,  the 
i  only  town  in  the  United  Kingdom  which  pre- 
serves the  ancient  pie  jwudre  court — a  court  for- 
merly held  at  fairs  to  redress  disorders  summa- 
I  rily.    The  name  is  pied poudi-eux,  or  dusty  foot, 
j  The  reader  who  has  access  to  "  Notes  and 
I  Queries"  will  find  some  curious  information 
concerning  it  in  the  2d  Series,  vol.  v.ii.   The  Re- 
form Bill  of  1882  put  an  end  to  one  of  the  an- 
'  tiquities  of  Yarmouth.     Up  to  that  time  the 
I  place  returned  two  M.P.'s,  whose  electors  had 
!  for  thirty  years  numbered  just  nine  !  Among 
[  the  old  customs  is  one  which  the  children 
I  have  followed  from  time  immemorial,  of  going 
!  through  all  the  streets  on  New- Year  Day,  sing- 
!  ing  this  carol : 

"  Waseail,  wassail  to  our  town  ! 
The  cup  is  white  aud  the  ale  is  brown : 
The  cup  is  made  of  the  ashen  tree, 
And  so  is  the  ale  of  good  barley; 
Little  maid,  little  maid,  turn  the  piu, 
Open  the  door  and  let  me  come  in ; 
God  he  here,  and  God  be  there ! 
We  wish  you  all  a  happy  New  Year!" 

I  This,  no  doubt,  is  the  usage  referred  to  in  the 
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phrase  in  Hamlet,  "Keeps  wassel."  In  the 
annals  is  a  presentment  by  the  Leet  Court  of 
Yarmouth  (1G23)  of  two  men  for  "brewing 
their  own  beer."  There  is  also  a  curious  let- 
ter from  the  governor  (Hunsden)  of  the  island 
(IGOl),  reminding  the  corporation  of  his  gener- 
osity to  them,  and,  as  the  queen  had  summoned 
a  Parliament,  and  they  could  send  two  bur- 
gesseSj  requesting  them  thus:  "You  will,  with 
all  the  conveniencie  you  may,  assemble  your- 
selves together,  and  with  your  united  consent 
send  up  unto  mee,  as  heretofore  you  have  don, 
your  Writte  with  a  Blanke ;  M'herein  I  may  in- 
sert the  names  of  such  persons  as  I  shall  think 
fittest  to  discharge  that  dewtie  for  your  behoof ; 
whom  I  will  take  care  shall  likewise  free  you 
of  whatsoever  shall  be  dewe  by  you  for  the 
place."  This  explicit  document  is  dated  from 
London.  Its  writer  M'as  Queen  Elizabeth's 
cousin.  In  1G63  Lord  Holmes,  the  most  fa- 
mous name  connected  with  Yarmouth,  charged 
the  manor  of  Alverstoke  with  £30  per  annum  : 
£10  whereof  to  be  paid  the  minister  of  Yar- 
mouth;  £10  to  apprentice  a  poor  child  of  the 
town;  and  £10  to  keep  his  son's  monument  in 
repair,  and  distribute  to  the  poor  from  the  same 
yearly.  He  was  ancestor  of  the  Rear-Admiral 
Holmes  who  helped  to  reduce  Quebec  in  1759. 

From  this  point  one  may  easily  walk  to  see 
the  famous  "Needles,"  as  the  five  singular  rocks 
standing  off  the  coast  are  called.  When  Ben- 
jamin Rush  came  as  embassador  to  England  he 
sailed  past  these  strange  turreted  rocks,  which 
have,  especially  under  certain  lights,  the  pearly 
and  opaline  tints,  as  well  as  the  shape  of  ice- 
bergs. Rush  wrote  in  his  "Journal  of  Resi- 
dence, etc. :"  "In  due  time  we  approached  the 
Needles.  The  spectacle  was  grand.  Our  offi- 
cers gazed  in  admiration.  The  very  men  who 
swarmed  upon  the  deck  made  a  pause  to  look 
upon  the  giddy  height.  The  most  exact  steer- 
age seemed  necessary  to  save  the  ship  from  the 
sharp  rocks  that  compress  the  waters  into  the 
narrow  straits  below ;  but  she  passed  safely 
through.  There  is  something  imposing  in  en- 
tering England  by  this  access."  The  effect  is 
much  heightened  by  the  lofty  cliffs  which  inclose 
Alum  Bay  like  an  enormous  marble  basin  cut 
in  half.  The  cliff  rises  at  some  points  as  high 
as  700  feet  over  the  sea.  They  are  made  of 
strata  —  sands,  marls,  clays  —  which  sweep  in 
unbroken  seams  with  half  of  the  vast  curve, 
and  their  colors,  ranging  through  black,  red, 
yellow,  blue,  and  gray,  have  an  effect  as  if  some 
great  rainbow  had  been  copied  on  the  chalk. 
The  sands  worn  off  these  cliffs  make  the  many- 
hued  beach  beneath  ;  and  small  vessels  are  al- 
ways seen — they  look  from  above  like  swans — 
gathering  it  to  be  worked  into  ornamental  pa- 
per-weights and  other  trifles.  Wedgewood  once 
tried  to  use  the  white  sand  for  his  porcelains, 
but  the  experiment  did  not  succeed ;  but  it 
makes  beautifid  glass  and  stone  china.  These 
cliffs  are  the  haunt  of  sea  birds — eider-ducks, 
puffins,  razor-bills,  willocks,  gulls,  cormorants, 
Cornish  choughs,  and  of  daws,  starlings,  and 


wild  pigeons.  The  marine  birds  lay  their  eggs 
in  the  thousands  of  crevices  in  the  precipice, 
and  it  used  to  be  common  for  men  to  be  let 
down  by  ropes  over  the  tremendous  gulf  to  get 
them.  The  eggs  are  regarded  as  a  delicacy, 
and  bring  three  shillings  a  dozen  to  any  one 
fool-hardy  enough  co  get  them  —  as  some  still 
are. 

The  Needles  Light-house  is  a  noble  structure 
at  the  extremity  of  the  island.  It  stands  at  an 
elevation  of  474  feet  above  the  sea,  which,  how- 
ever, dashes  at  times  with  such  fury  against  the 
cliff  on  which  it  stands  as  to  hurl  stones  against 
its  windows  and  sometimes  break  them.  The 
light-house  has  ten  Argand  lamps  over  reflect- 
ors, and  its  light  is  visible  over  thirty  miles.  It 
consumes  700  gallons  of  oil  annually.  The 
ground  is  sometimes  strewn  with  the  little  birds 
that  have  been  allured  by  its  lights  to  dash 
themselves  against  its  panes.  But  the  building 
is  associated  with  a  human  tragedy  also.  Thom- 
as Colereine,  the  light -house  keeper,  started 
from  Freshwater  at  six  o'clock  on  a  foggy  morn- 
ing to  return  home.  He  was  afterward  picked 
up  dead  in  the  sea  at  the  foot  of  the  cliff  on 
which  the  light-house  stands.  It  passed  for  an 
accident,  but  the  belief  of  the  fishermen  is,  that 
he  was  hurled  over  by  some  smugglers  whose 
business  he  had  interfered  with.  It  is  a  terri- 
ble place  to  live,  with  its  wild  winds,  its  hail 
of  bits  from  the  cliff  in  stormy  times,  which 
keeps  the  family  living  there  prisoners  at  times, 
and  this  haunting  trao;edy  of  the  light-house 
keeper.  In  foggy  weather  the  light  is  so  high 
as  to  be  insufficient,  and  another  light-house 
has  been  built  on  the  outermost  of  the  five  rocks 
known  as  the  Needles. 

From  this  point  one  can  almost  see  the  geo- 
logical history  of  the  island.  Within  the  mem- 
ory of  persons  now  living  a  high  rock  called 
Lot's  Wife  was  swept  away,  and  the  rest  of  the 
Needles  will  no  doubt  follow.  No  doubt  they 
are  the  last  remnants  of  the  land  which  origin- 
ally connected  the  island  with  the  main  land. 
The  name  of  the  intervening  channel  is  "  The 
Solent,"  which  is  simply  the  Solvent,  or  separator 
of  the  two  shores.  But  "  Solent"  is  only  the 
Latinized  form  of  the  original  name  of  the  isl- 
and. The  name  was  given  by  the  Saxons  as 
Guith — nearly  related  to  our  gutter  and  gut — 
which  the  Romans  made  into  Ictis  or  Vectis, 
which  has  gradually  become  Wight;  Mhich  is, 
consequently,  rather  the  name  of  the  channel 
than  of  the  island  itself.  The  changes  which 
have  made  the  island  have  left  their  impress  in 
language,  if  not  in  history,  so  recent  are  they. 
Thus,  there  is  near  Yarmouth  an  ancient  road 
called  "the  Rew,"  which  was  probably  Rue  or 
Street  (French  words  are  still  in  use  in  some 
of  the  villages),  and  this  road  or  street  runs  di- 
rectly upon  a  precipice,  as  if  it  had  been  used 
bv  man  at  a  time  when  the  sea  was  not  there. 
Another  remarkable  fact  is,  that  within  quite 
historical  times  the  sea  has  made  important  en- 
croachments on  one  side,  and  on  another  land 
has  been  laid  bare.    Sir  John  Oglander  records 
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a  bowling-green  and  row  of  trees  near  Sandown 
Fort,  on  the  northeast  part  of  the  island,  of 
which  there  is  now  no  trace ;  whereas  on  the 
southeast  vessels  are  described  as  having  come 
up  to  Nettlestone  and  Barnsley,  which  are  now 
a  mile  from  the  shore.  It  is  thus  just  possible 
that  the  Isle  of  Wight  may  make  a  bridge  of 
land  to  France  before  the  Channel  is  tunneled. 

Toward  the  close  of  the  last  century  a  Mr. 
Arnold  settled  himself  on  the  pleasant  farm  of 
Pitlands,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  and  Mr.  Brad- 
shaw  of  the  Treasury  laid  the  foundations  of  a 
fine  mansion.  But  on  the  7th  of  February, 
1799,  the  entire  farm  of  100  acres  was  found  to 
be  afloat,  and  after  floating  two  days  went,  as 
it  were,  to  pieces.  The  orchard  became  a  pool 
of  water.  Mr.  Arnold's  chimney-tops  peeped 
out  of  the  surface  of  a  lake.  The  land  slipped 
seaward.  The  old  story  of  the  sailor  building 
his  fire  upon  what  he  supposed  to  be  an  island, 
but  which,  being  a  fish,  swam  away  Avith  him, 
was  nearly  realized.  The  appropriateness  of 
the  fable  is  heightened,  if  one  looks  at  the  shape 
of  i,he  island  from  the  French  side :  it  bears  a 
far  closer  resemblance  to  a  fish  than  England, 
Scotland,  and  Wales  do  to  a  ship,  to  which 
they  are  often  compared.  The  Isle  of  Wight 
is  shaped  just  like  the  ugly  fish  called  "John 
Dory:"  the  Needles  constitute  its  tail ;  Brading 
Harbor  its  mouth  ;  and  the  two  points  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Medina  its  dorsal  fins. 

There  is  on  the  downs  a  little  hotel  called 
"The  Needles  Inn,"  where  I  passed  the  night. 
It  has  acquired  a  certain  celebrity  as  a  favorite 


place  of  sojourn  for  artists,  men  of  science,  and 
others,  which  its  host  is  very  proud  of.  He 
keeps  a  register,  in  which  his  visitors  record 
their  impressions  of  himself  and  his  wife,  and 
of  the  neighborhood,  along  with  their  names. 
The  artists  have  left  sketches  of  themselves 
and  their  companions  drinking  from  huge  tank- 
ards, or  busy  at  the  table  which  stands  out 
under  the  trees.  In  it  I  read  the  following : 
"Miss  Sarah  Jex-Blake,  in  search  of  a  hus- 
band :  if  not  successful  this  year,  will  try  the 
Isle  of  Man  next  year ;  after  that  the  Isle  of 
Dogs."  "Craven  Henry  Clotworthy  Wade, 
Co.  Meath,  Ireland  (will  probably  marry  the 
above)."  "  Hie  tibi  copia,"  "Young  lady,  suf- 
er  and  be  strong,"  have  been  added  by  vari- 
ous hands  as  suggestions  to  Miss  Jex-Blake. 
A  young  man  from  Calne  reports  his  vexation 
with  John  Bright  for  calling  that  little  borough, 
then  represented  by  Hon.  Robert  Lowe,  "a 
small  town  in  the  west  of  England."  Sundry 
Americans  have  recorded  their  admiration  for 
the  island  scenery,  and  some  of  them  the  suc- 
cess with  which  they  have  waylaid  and  got  an 
eye-shot  at  a  new  species  of  game  to  be  found 
exclusively  in  this  region — namely,  the  Poet 
Laureate. 

At  Freshwater  I  went  to  see  Mrs.  Cameron, 
a  lady  who  is  well  known  in  England  as  having 
made  photographs  worthy  of  being  designated 
as  works  of  art.  By  using  the  best  materials, 
giving  great  care  to  the  costume  and  attitude 
of  her  subjects,  and  adjusting  the  focus  of  the 
camera  so  as  to  soften  a  little  the  hard  lines 
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made  by  too  much  exactness,  she  has  managed 
to  throw  a  life  and  delicacy  into  pictures  which 
I  have  seen  framed  in  the  drawing-rooms  of 
artists.  They  can  be  procured  at  several  places 
in  London,  and  are  well  worth  the  attention  of 
those  who  are  interested  in  photography.  I 
first  met  with  her  pictures  at  the  Paris  Exposi- 
tion, where  they  excited  wonder  by  their  deli- 
cate beauty.  She  has  made  portraits  of  Ten- 
nyson, Henry  Taylor,  and  others,  which  will 
convey  an  impression  of  those  gentlemen  which 
can  not  be  obtained  from  the  ordinary  photo- 
graphs. Mrs.  Cameron  was  once,  as  the  wife 
of  a  distinguished  officer,  at  the  head  of  society 
in  India,  and  is  a  woman  of  remarkable  ability 
and  experience.  She  was,  when  I  visited  her, 
somewhat  excited  by  the  romance  to  which  I 
have  already  alluded  as  the  subject  of  con-, 
versation  on  the  stage-coach.  The  "servant- 
girl,"  so  called,  whom  the  young  officer  had 
just  married,  had  been  an  inmate  of  her  own 
family,  and  she  related  to  me  the  brief  story  of 
the  affair,  which,  she  declared,  she  had  no  ob- 
jection should  be  made  public.  She  was  once 
walking  in  the  streets  of  a  city  when  a  very 
lovely  little  child  appealed  to  her.  Struck  by 
its  appearance,  she  resolved  to  make  some  in- 
quiries concerning  it,  and,  finding  that  the  child 
was  an  orphan,  and  had  no  relative  to  object, 
she  took  her  into  her  own  family,  and  had  her 
carefully  educated  and  trained.  She  turned  out 
to  be  in  every  respect  a  lovely  girl,  worthy  of 
any  position.  However,  Mrs.  Cameron's  pecun- 
iary circumstances  became  somewhat  changed, 
and  it  became  necessary  that  the  girl  should 
assist  in  the  services  required  by  the  family. 
There  came  to  see  Mrs.  Cameron's  pictures  a 
young  officer,  who  had  gained  some  distinction 
among  literary  men  by  a  philosophical  essay 
which  he  had  recently  written  and  published. 
He  was  struck  by  the  graceful  beauty  and  re- 
finement of  the  young  girl  who  had  met  him  at 
the  door^  and,  after  hearing  her  story,  an  hon- 
orable courtship  ensued,  which  ended  in  mar- 
riage. The  officer  had  just  taken  his  young 
wife  off  to  India — where  his  regiment  is  sta- 
tioned— amidst  the  hearty  congratulations  of 
many  literary  men  and  artists,  who,  knowing  the 
circumstances,  felt  a  genuine  admiration  for  the 
youth  who  had  held  to  his  love  and  adhered  to 
his  resolution  against  all  gainsayers,  and  de- 
spite social  prejudices.  I  shall  not  marvel  if 
the  pretty  incident  should,  on  some  halcyon  day, 
blossom  into  a  form  fit  for  it  out  of  the  stem 
tliat  bore  "  Lady  Clara  Vere  de  Vere"  and 
'^Locksley  Hall." 

Having  put  up  at  the  "  Albion,''  I  walked  out 
on  the  downs,  and  knew  I  was  near  the  much- 
hunted  poet  by  seeing  one  of  his  natural  ene- 
mies. He  would,  no  doubt,  have  professed  to 
be  only  going  to  and  fro  seeking  to  devour  the 
views  of  the  island,  but  the  muzzle  of  his  fatal 
instrument  was  already  prepared  and  pointed 
to  a  spot  where  the  famous  man  loves  to  walk — 
a  cliff'  on  the  verge  of  his  own  manor,  overlook- 
ing the  grandeurs  of  Freshwater  Bay.  But, 
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alas  for  the  solitude  he  came  to  seek  at  Ear- 
ingford  I  he  startles  a  curious  eye  lurking  in 
every  bush,  and  doesn't  know  when  he  returns 
from  his  walk  how  many  copies  of  him  have 
been  snatched  by  the  remorseless  nitrate.  I 
am  not  sure  that  Tennyson  is  not  morbid  about 
these  invasions  of  his  privacy.  On  the  coach 
between  Newport  and  Yarmouth  he  was  talJ^ed 
about,  and  some  who  lived  in  his  neighborhood 
said  that  he  was  not  so  much  beset  as  was  re- 
ported. "He  has  not  been  half  so  much  ob- 
served," said  one,  "as  a  beautiful  niece  of  his 
who  sometimes  stays  at  Earingford."  "I  nev- 
er looked  at  him  but  once,"  added  another; 
"he  didn't  seem  very  shy.  I  took  him  a  fine 
buck  from  her  Majesty,  then  at  Osborne."  Mrs. 
Henry  Taylor  (wife  of  the  poet)  told  me  that 
she  was  one  of  a  party  with  whom  Tennyson 
went  to  see  some  grand  naval  review  (where 
the  Queen  was  to  be  present)  at  Spithead,  and 
that  Tennyson  really  seemed  hurt  at  every  gaze 
fixed  upon  him.  "See  those  people  there — 
they  are  looking  at  us  now  !"  "  Yes,"  laughed 
the  lady,  "and  we  are  looking  at  them!"  A 
good  deal  of  this  sensitiveness  is  no  doubt  to  be 
ascribed  to  the  early  solitude  which  Tennyson 
enjoyed  when,  as  yet  an  unknown  poet,  he 
roamed  in  Epping  Forest.  In  those  days  he 
could  come  to  London  and  walk  the  street, 
with  his  great  country  shoes,  and  be  remarked 
only  as  a  brown,  rustic  individual,  who  had 
evidently  not  been  long  in  town.  It  has  been 
said  of  him  that  he  loves  his  fellow-men  more 
than  he  likes  them  ;  but  if  he  can  mingle  with 
them  incognito,  on  equal  terms,  he  likes  to  con- 
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verse  with  the  common  people.  He  once  made 
a  pedestrian  excursion  in  Devonshire  with  a 
person  of  my  acquaintance,  stopping  at  way- 
side inns,  and  was  now  and  then  the  life  of  the 
common  tap-room,  talking  with  the  farmers 
about  their  crops,  and  sometimes  getting  into 
warm  discussions  of  religious  topics,  in  which 
he  valiantly  defended  the  liberal  side.  He  en- 
joyed such  occasions  very  much ;  but  once,  when 
some  one  present  called  him  by  name,  he  drew 
up  in  his  shell  of  reserve  like  a  turtle.  When 
he  went  to  Oxford,  in  1S55,  to  receive  his  hon- 
orary degree  of  D.C.L.,  and  entered  the  theatre 
amidst  the  even  unusual  demonstrations  of  that 
very  noisy  set  of  students,  some  one  compared 
his  look  to  that  which  an  ancient  Christian 
thrown  to  wild  beasts  at  Rome  might  have 
worn.  But  while  he  hates  publicity,  no  man 
more  likes  a  true  companionship ;  and  he  and 
Carlyle  love  to  recall  the  days  when  they  used 
to  sit  together  in  the  garden  of  the  latter,  smok- 
ing their  pipes,  and  interlarding  their  conversa- 
tion with  brilliant  flashes  of  silence.  They  were 
very  intimate  friends,  and  their  intimacy  has 
survived  as  well  as  it  could  with  so  many  miles 
between  them.  Nor  are  they  so  unlike  as 
readers  of  their  works  might  imagine.  Ten- 
nyson is  remarkable  for  his  plain,  blunt  way  of 
talking,  and  utters  his  straightforward  opinions 
in  a  simple  deep  voice  somewhat  surprising  to 
those  who  know  him  only  by  the  superfine  art 
indicated  by  his  poems.  He  is  especially  ad- 
dicted in  his  conversation  to  strong  Saxon  ex- 
pressions, and  is  full  of  humorous  anecdotes. 

I  went  to  the  door  of  Faringford  with  a  let- 
ter from  Robert  Browning,  and  was  received 
with  cordiality.  After  dinner  he  took  me  up 
to  his  study,  where  he  sat  smoking  and  talking 
in  the  frankest  manner.  Among  other  things, 
he  told  me  of  the  people  who  Avaylaid  him,  the 
incidents  being  sometimes  very  amusing.  Two 
men,  for  example,  having  got  into  his  garden 
separately,  one  climbed  a  tree  at  the  approach 
of  the  other.  The  other,  seeing  him,  called  out, 
softly,  "I  twig!"  and  immediately  climbed  an- 
other tree.  And  yet 
he  declared  that  no 
man  was  more  ac- 
cessible than  he  to 
any  one  who  had  any 
good  reason  for  wish- 
ing to  see  him,  or  had 
any  introduction  to 
him.  So  I,  for  one, 
certainly  found  it,  the 
hospitalities  of  n<'ar- 
ingford  having  been 
offered  to  me  beyond 
my  willingness  to  ac- 
cept them.  It  had 
been  a  stormy  even- 
ing, and  the  night  was 
of  pitchy  darkness 
when  I  started  out, 
against  kind  invita- 
tions to  remain,  to 


go  to  the  "Albion''  inn  near  by.  Tennyson 
insisted  on  showing  me  a  nearer  way,  but 
amidst  the  darkness  got  off  his  bearings.  Bid- 
ding me  walk  close  behind  him,  we  went  for- 
ward through  the  mud,  when  suddenly  I  found 
myself  precipitated  some  eight  or  ten  feet 
downward.  Sitting  in  the  mud,  I  called  on 
the  poet  to  pause ;  but  it  was  too  late ;  he 
was  speedily  seated  beside  me.  This  Avas  see- 
ing the  Laureate  of  England  in  a  new  light, 
or,  rather,  hearing  him  under  a  new  dark- 
ness. Covered  with  mud,  groping  about  in  the 
darkness,  he  improved  the  odd  occasion  with 
such  an  incessant  run  of  witticisms  and  anec- 
dotes that  I  had  to  conclude  that  we  had  reach- 
ed a  condition  which  had  discovered  treasures 
of  fun  and  humor  in  him  before  unsuspected. 
His  deep  bass  voice  came  through  the  conge- 
nial darkness  like  a  mirthful  thunder,  not  with- 
out flashes  of  light ;  and  the  shades  of  all  who 
ev^i*  stumbled  in  the  night  seemed  around  him, 
and  to  remind  him  of  a  whole  literature  of  such 
emergencies.  Vexation  was  at  least  not  among 
the  shadows  that  encompassed  us,  though  for  a 
time  we  were  wandering  in  a  muddy  field,  with 
no  object,  not  even  the  sky,  visible.  "  That 
this  should  have  happened  after  dinner!"  he 
exclaimed.  "  Do  not  mention  this  to  the  tem- 
perance folk."  Tennyson's  love  of  fun,  his 
wealth  of  witty  stories,  w'ere  from  the  first  a 
surprise  to  me.  But,  indeed,  he  is  personally 
very  different  in  every  way  from  the  man  I  ex- 
pected to  see.  Tall,  of  dark  complexion,  with 
a  deep  and  blunt  voice  and  manner,  almost 
Quaker-like  in  its  plainness,  fired  of  the  home- 
liest Saxon  words,  he  seemed  to  be  the  last  per- 
son one  would  have  picked  out  as  the  delicate 
and  superartistic  idylist.  In  conversation  he 
never  rose  into  any  thing  like  the  heroic  strain, 
except  when  speaking  of  England.  His  pride 
in  his  country  amounts  to  a  passion.  He  had 
also  a  keen  interest  in  all  scientific  subjects, 
concerning  which  he  has  evidently  read  a  great 
deal.  He  spoke  much  of  the  philosophical 
questions  of  the  day  also,  his  interest  in  which 
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has  led  to  the  formation  of  the  meetings  for 
discussion  between  Huxley,  Tyndall,  Dr.  Man- 
ning, James  Martineau,  himself,  and  others. 
Next  morning  it  was  found  that  Mrs.  Tenny- 
son had  directed  the  gardener  to  make  some 
improvements  at  that  point  which  had  not  been 
completed.  A  walk  was  in  existence  there, 
however,  at  the  close  of  the  next  day,  to  which 
was  given  a  name  commemorative  of  the  ca- 
tastrophe, which  was  happily  without  any  un- 
pleasant results. 

The  next  morning  was  brilliant,  and  the 
poet  took  me  on  a  walk  around  the  manor 
of  which  he  is  lord,  the  advantages  of  the 
position  being  that  he  can  have  his  sheep  graze 
on  the  common,  which  otherwise  belongs  as 
much  to  the  public  as  to  himself.  The  house 
is  modest  and  cheerful,  surrounded  by  beauti- 
ful trees,  with,  on  one  side,  a  thicket  of  wild 
bushes  and  pines,  very  favorable  to  the  pursu- 
ers already  mentioned.  The  window  of  his 
study  opens  on  a  magnificent  sea  view.  The 
quiet  home  where  Tennyson  dwells,  surround- 
ed by  a  charming  household,  is  well  por- 
trayed in  his  invitation  to  the  Rev.  F.  D. 
Maurice : 

"Where,  far  from  smoke  and  uoise  of  town, 
I  watch  the  twilight  falling  brown 

All  round  a  careless  ordered  garden, 
Close  to  the  ridge  of  a  noble  down. 

"You'll  have  no  scandal  while  you  dine, 
But  honest  talk  and  wholesome  wine, 

And  only  hear  the  magpie  gossip 
Garrulous  under  a  roof  of  pine. 

"For  groves  of  pine  on  either  hand, 
To  break  the  blast  of  winter,  stand ; 

And  further  on  the  hoary  channel 
Tumbles  a  breaker  on  chalk  and  sand." 

The  poet  has  sometimes  received  as  well  as 
sent  out  poetical  invitations.  Here  is  one  from 
Walter  Savage  Landor : 

"I  entreat  you,  Alfred  Tennyson, 
Come  and  share  my  haunch  of  veuisou. 
I  have,  too,  a  bin  of  claret. 
Good,  but  belter  when  you  share  it. 
Though  'tis  only  a  small  bin, 
There's  a  stock  of  it  within, 
And,  as  sure  as  I'm  a  rhymer, 
Half  a  butt  of  Rudesheimer. 
Come ;  among  the  sons  of  men  is  one 
Welcomer  than  Alfred  Tennysou?" 

When  I  have  seen  the  Laureate  in  London 
he  has  always  seemed,  in  dress,  manner,  and 
expression,  to  be  out  of  place,  as  a  wild  wood 
bird  might  be  alighting  for  a  moment  in  Hyde 
Park,  but  dreaming  of  the  forest  whose  glooms 
its  wing  was  meant  to  light  up.  He  is  the  nat- 
ural companion  of  the  clouds,  the  downs,  and 
the  breaking  waves,  with  the  far-off  vistas  from 
which  they  bear  him  well-understood  messages. 
And  as  I  parted  from  him  on  the  cliff,  to  wend 
my  way  to  London  again,  I  turned  to  look  upon 
him  as  he  was  gazing  out  upon  the  sea,  and  the 
cliff  seemed  his  appropriate  pedestal.  He  stands 
in  my  memory  as  the  Prospero  of  an  enchanted 
isle. 


A  NEW  JUDGMENT  OF  PARIS. 

IN  Rome,  of  course,  one  does  as  Rome  does ; 
and  that  part  of  Rome  which  is  represented 
by  the  artists  and  visitors  of  artistic  taste  who 
throng  the  city  idles  and  lounges  a  great  deal ; 
and  even  strangers  from  busy  New  York  and 
shrewd  New  England  soon  fall  into  the  ways  of 
pleasant  indolence.  Perhaps  there  is  hardly 
any  where  a  more  harmless  and  a  more  happy 
kind  of  existence  than  that  which  is  led  by 
some  easy,  joyous  circles  of  artists  and  art- 
amateurs  from  England  and  the  United  States 
who  come  together  in  the  Pope's  capital.  No- 
where, perhaps,  do  Americans  and  English 
more  cordially  and  thoroughly  relax  than  in 
Rome ;  and  you  shall  see  the  real  man  or  wo- 
man come  gradually  out  of  the  shell  of  formal- 
ity or  business,  care  or  conventionality,  which 
he  or  she  had  always  worn  in  Wall  Street  or  on 
Murray  Hill,  in  the  Strand  or  May  Fair,  and 
bask  freely  in  the  sunshine,  and  admit  joy  iiito 
the  daily  existence. 

Some  few  winters  ago  (I  must  not  say  how 
many,  but  not  many)  there  was  a  remarkably 
pleasant  little  <:'luster  of  bright,  intelligent  wo- 
men from  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States 
who  were  in  the  habit  of  meeting  very  often  in 
Rome.  Some  two  or  three  were  professional 
artists,  a  few  were  art-students ;  some  played 
at  studying  art ;  the  greater  number  loved  art 
and  artistic  society  in  a  general  way,  but  did 
not  themselves  pretend  to  handle  brush  or  chis- 
el. Of  course  these  ladies,  or  the  majority, 
had  gentlemen  attached  to  them  in  one  capaci- 
ty or  other,  as  husbands,  brothers,  fathers,  or 
admirers.  But  it  so  happened  that,  one  even- 
ing, some  dozen  or  more  of  the  very  brightest 
and  liveliest  of  these  ladies  found  themselves  in 
a  salon  wherein  no  male  creature,  married  or 
single,  was  then  present.  The  temptation  was 
naturally  great  to  discuss  the  various  good  qual- 
ities of  their  several  male  friends  ;  and  among 
the  qualities  on  which  these  ladies  seemed  to 
lay  most  stress  was,  I  greatly  grieve  to  say,  the 
frivolous,  perishable,  and,  to  the  philosophic 
mind,  utterly  worthless  gift  of  personal  beauty. 

One  whimsical  and  audacious  lady,  seized 
with  a  sudden  idea,  proposed  that  they  should 
institute  a  new  and  greatly  amended  version  of 
the  Judgment  of  Paris  ;  that  they  should  fully 
and  elaborately  discuss  and  consider  the  ex- 
ternals of  the  gentlemen  they  were  regularly  in 
the  habit  of  meeting  ;  that  they  should  decide, 
by  majority  of  votes,  which  should  be  declared 
the  handsomest ;  and  that  to  him  there  should 
be  presented  an  apple,  it  being  settled  by  lot 
which  lady  should  hand  over  the  prize  thus 
awarded.  This  proposal  was  voted  delightful, 
and  adopted  without  dissenting  voice.  But 
the  spirit  of  frolic,  once  aroused,  went  a  little 
further.  It  was  suggested  that  there  should  be 
an  award  for  the  least  handsome  too ;  and  that 
a  lady,  chosen  by  lot,  should  have  the  disagree- 
able task  of  presenting  this  unwelcome  prize, 
and  of  explaining  its  meaning. 
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An  animated  discussion  set  in,  interrupted 
by  many  merry  peals  of  silvery  laughter.  Each 
lady  descanted  warmly  on  the  personal  pecul- 
iarities of"  her  own  favorite ;  and  the  compara- 
tive merits  of  blonde  and  brown  were  debated 
almost  as  earnestly  as  they  have  lately  been 
among  a  certain  class  of  play-goers  in  New 
York.  At  last  it  came  to  a  ballot,  and  each 
lady,  writing  the  name  of  her  candidate  for  the 
beauty-prize  on  a  scrap  of  paper,  tossed  the  pa- 
per into  the  hostess's  hat ;  and  when  a  scrutiny 
was  taken  the  result  was  found  to  be  as  follows  : 

Louis  Steadman,  of  New  York,  and  the  Hon- 
orable Captain  Charles  Harbord,  of  London, 
England,  were  found  to  have  an  equal  number 
of  votes.  Vincenzo  Luca,  artist,  of  Milan,  had 
a  few  votes.  The  Honorable  Rufus  Welles,  of 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  had  one  vote — given,  it 
was  loudly  asserted,  by  the  Honorable  Mrs.  Ru- 
fus Welles,  newly  married. 

Rufus's  claims  were  dismissed  with  laughter. 
Vincenzo  Luca  was  also  put  aside,  although  his 
long  dark  hair  and  flashing  eyes  had  made 
deep  impression  on  the  minds  of  some  of  the 
ladies.  A  vote  was  then  taken  to  decide  be- 
tween the  claims  of  the  other  two  gentlemen, 
and  Captain  Charles  Harbord  was  found  to  be 
the  winner  of  the  prize.  Then  it  was  decided 
by  lot  that  Mrs.  Rufus  Welles,  a  very  pretty 
young  woman,  should  present  the  apple.  Mrs. 
Welles  blushed  a  good  deal,  and  endeavored  to 
evade  the  duty ;  but  the  decree  of  the  assem- 
bled ladies  was  inexorable,  and  she  had  only  to 
submit. 

Then  came  the  less  agreeable  question — not 
who  shall  be  fairest,  but  who  shall  be  homeli- 
est, as  the  American  ladies  said — ugliest,  as 
the  English  ladies  put  it.  Alas !  this  odious 
question  proved  but  too  easy  of  settlement. 
The  vote  being  taken,  it  was  found  that  only 
one  name  had  been  written  down  by  all  the  la- 
dies present.  There  was  an  absolute  unanimi- 
ty as  to  the  least  handsome  of  the  men  known 
to  the  members  of  that  pleasant  company. 

The  one  name  thus  unanimously  branded 
was  that  of  Donald  Owenson,  a  young  Ameri- 
can journalist. 

The  lady  on  whom  fell  by  lot  the  task  of 
awarding  this  prize  was  Miss  Lucia  Marston, 
daughter  of  a  rich  American  gentleman. 

It  was  arranged  that  the  prize  for  manly 
beauty  should  be  the  finest  apple  to  be  found 
in  the  best  fruit-shop  ;  the  other  prize  to  be  the 
most  withered  and  uninviting  "crab''  apple  the 
ladies  could  succeed  in  discovering.  The  gen- 
tlemen were  to  be  all  convened  through  the  me- 
dium of  the  husbands  of  two  of  the  ladies  pres- 
ent (these  two  gentlemen  alone  to  be  admitted 
into  the  secret  beforehand)  ;  and  then  the  pres- 
entations were  to  be  made  in  full  convention. 

Oh,  really,  you  must  let  me  off — you  must 
not  ask  me  to  do  this!"  exclaimed  Miss  Mar- 
ston, now  blushing  and  very  much  in  earnest. 
"I  can't  do  it!  I  hardly  know  him  —  Mr. 
Owenson — at  all;  and  it  would  hurt  his  feel- 
ings, perhaps.    Don't  ask  me  to  do  it."  « 


"Positively,"  declared  Mrs.  Rufus  Welles, 
"  I  think  my  task  is  the  more  trying  of  the  two. 
Only  think — to  have  to  hand  a  man  a  prize 
and  tell  him  he  gets  it  because  he  is  the  best- 
looking  man  we  know !  And  such  a  self-con- 
ceited creature,  too,  as  Captain  Harbord  ! " 

"Suppose  we  exchange,  then,"  Lucia  Mar- 
ston said,  eagerly.  "I  don't  mind  Captain 
Harbord  and  his  conceit  I  I'll  give  him  the 
prize,  if  you  will  do  the  other." 

Thus  brought  to  the  test,  however,  Mrs. 
Welles  did  not  seem  quite  willing  to  make  the 
exchange ;  and  all  the  other  ladies  cried  out 
against  any  alteration  of  the  programme.  Then 
Lucia  declared  she  would  not  carry  out  her 
part  of  it ;  whereupon  she  was  assured  that,  if 
she  declined,  some  other  lady  would  make  the 
presentation  in  her  name,  and  would  explain 
that  Lucia  had  refused  to  do  it  herself  out  of 
personal  consideration  for  the  feelings  of  the 
unlucky  recipient,  and  thereby  make  the  matter 
ten  times  worse  than  it  would  otherwise  be.  I 
am  afraid  the  spirit  of  mischief  had  taken 
dreadful  possession  of  some  of  these  matrons 
and  maids. 

Poor  Lucia  wished,  very  sincerely,  that  she 
had  never  had  any  thing  to  do  with  the  whole 
affair ;  but,  as  her  fair  colleagues  were  so  reso- 
lute and  so  mischievous,  she  thought  she  could, 
after  all,  manage  the  matter  best  by  retaining 
it  in  her  own  hands ;  and  so  she  finally  con- 
sented to  become  the  donor  of  the  invidious 
prize. 

Now  the  one  man  in  the  whole  of  the  circle 
she  belonged  to  who  had  hitherto  won  least  fa- 
vor in  the  eyes  of  Miss  Lucia  Marston  was  just 
this  person  on  whom  she  had  to  confer  the  hon- 
or which  she  could  hardly  expect  him  to  re- 
ceive with  gratitude.  Lucia  was,  to  begin 
with,  an  heiress  belonging  to  one  of  the  "first 
families"  of  one  of  the  most  pretentious  cities 
in  the  Eastern  States ;  and  Mr.  Owenson  came 
from  the  very  same  city  and  was  poor,  and  had 
at  home  no  manner  of  social  pretension  what- 
ever. Lucia  had,  when  at  home,  had  the 
kno.wledge  forced  upon  her  that  the  Owenson 
family  existed,  for  the  plain  reason  that  Mrs. 
Owenson  was  a  dress-maker,  and  had  sometimes 
been  employed  by  Lucia's  mother ;  and  Miss 
Lucia  could  even  remember  having  seen  young 
Donald  Owenson  himself;  but  of  qourse  she 
had  never  met  him  or  heard  of  him  in  society. 
The  first  time  she  ever  exchanged  a  word  with 
him  was  in  Rome.  He  had  made  his  way  into 
literature,  and  was  at  present  living  in  the 
Eternal  City  as  correspondent  of  an  influential 
American  journal ;  and  he  wrote  a  good  deal 
for  other  journals  and  magazines,  and  mixed 
with  the  best  of  the  artist  class,  and  dined  with 
dij)lomatists,  and  was  received  by  cardinals, 
and  was,  in  his  way,  quite  a  person  of  consider- 
ation. But  Lucia  could  hardly  get  over  the 
memory  of  the  hard-featured,  mannerless,  com- 
monplace old  woman  who  helped  to  make  the 
dresses  and  who  was  the  mother  of  Donald 
Ovvprr^nn, 
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Well,  he  was  a  homely  fellow,  this  poor  Don- 
ald Owensou.  He  had,  so  to  speak,  no  com- 
plexion ;  his  hair  was  rough  and  stubbly ;  his 
sight  was  bad,  and  he  stumbled  over  foot-stools 
when  entering  rooms ;  his  manners  were  awk- 
ward ;  he  used  to  make  the  most  dreadful  bows 
sideways  ;  his  face  was  rugged  ;  his  beard  was 
almost  red.  One  thing  good  about  him  was 
his  voice — deep,  sweet,  and  full,  with  a  certain 
melancholy  cadence  in  it  which  lent  a  strange, 
odd  charm  to  the  quaint,  fantastical,  satirical 
sayings  he  sometimes  let  drop.  Those  who 
knew  him  well  reported  him  to  have  a  marvel- 
ous gift  of  conversation,  and  an  immense  and 
varied  stock  of  knowledge ;  and  it  is  certain 
that  he  was  the  only  foreigner  in  the  whole  of 
this  circle  now  gathered  together  in  Rome  who 
could  speak  Italian  Avith  perfect  fluency  and 
pure  accent.  Lucia,  who  with  whatever  preju- 
dices and  weaknesses  was  a  girl  Avith  some 
brains,  had  always  felt  a  sort  of  respect  for  Don- 
ald Owenson,  although  she  kept  aloof  from  him 
as  much  as  possible. 

The  eventful  night  came ;  the  whole  foreign 
colony  was  effectively  represented  ;  every  body 
knew  that  something  odd  and  frolicsome  was  to 
be  done,  but  very  few  were  in  the  secret,  and 
could  tell  what  it  was  to  be. 

Mrs.  Rufus  Welles  came  forward,  and  with 
the  prettiest  little  embarrassed  manner,  and  the 
most  delightful  blushes,  made  her  small  and 
carefully-prepared  speech,  with  a  few  faint,  mild 
efforts  at  wit  in  it ;  and  she  presented  her  ap- 
ple, amidst  much  applause  and  loud  laughter, 
to  Captain  Harbord.  The  latter  took  the  prize 
with  becoming  gratitude,  and  said  one  or  tAvo 
pretty  things  in  acknowledgment. 

"  Is  that  all  ?"  people  asked  of  each  other. 

No,  not  all;  for  Miss  Lucia  Marston  came 
out  from  among  the  ranks  of  her  sisterhood  and 
evidently  had  some  task  to  perform.  She  was 
a  beautiful  girl  at  all  times,  and  this  night 
she  looked  especially  lovely.  Every  unmarried 
man  in  the  room  felt  his  heart  beat  as  he  looked 
upon  her,  and  hoped  that  she  had  some  second- 
class  prize  or  prize  of  some  kind  to  confer  on 
him.  She  was  very  tremulous,  and  could  hard- 
ly speak ;  and  when  she  raised  her  eyes  from 
the  ground  and  they  met  those  of  Donald  Ow- 
enson she  dropped  them  suddenly  with  a  new 
and  deeper  confusion. 

Owenson  was  stricken  with  wonder  when  he 
saw  the  effect  thus  produced  on  her.  The  thing 
was  growing  awkward  for  every  body.  Lucia 
had  prepared  some  verses  meant  to  soften  the 
effect  of  her  blow — verses  of  which  the  object 
was  to  show  that  there  is  honor  in  being  at  the 
head  of  any  class — if  not  the  beautiful,  then  the 
unbeautiful ;  that  Vulcan  was  rather  a  fine  sort 
of  fellow ;  that  Mirabeau  had  his  admirers,  and 
so  forth.  But  she  broke  utterly  down,  and 
could  not  go  through  with  the  foolery. 

At  last  she  braced  herself  up  to  finish  the 
matter  somehow,  and  said,  in  a  clear  voice : 

"  Ladies  and  gentlemen — I  have  been  select- 
ed for  the  ungracious  task  of  presenting  the 


prize  decreed  to  the — to  the  most — I  mean  to 
the  least  handsome  of  the  gentlemen  present ; 
and  therefore — " 

"And  therefore  I  claim  the  prize.  Miss  Mar- 
ston I"  Donald  exclaimed,  coming  eagerly  for- 
ward. "  I  know  no  one  here  can  honestly  ven- 
ture to  dispute  the  palm  with  me.  Let  the  De- 
tur  pulchriori  be  reversed  for  once,  Miss  Mar- 
ston, and  give  me  the  prize  yon  hold,  I  de- 
clare that  I  am  delighted  to  get  it  I  Better  be 
any  thing  distincti^-e  than  nothing!  At  least 
I  have  not  been  ignored  or  overlooked  by  that 
brilliant  group  of  ladies ;  and  Avhen  the  fairest 
of  all  gives  me  a  prize,  I  have,  of  course,  the 
old,  undisputed  privilege  of  the  chivalric  days, 
and  may  kiss  the  hand  which  bestows  the  gift." 

So,  with  an  ease  and  something  almost  of 
grace,  which  certainly  no  one  ever  expected  of 
him,  Donald  Owenson  knelt  on  one  knee,  took 
the  withered  old  apple  from  the  white,  young, 
tremulous  fingers,  touched  these  ever  so  lightly 
with  his  lips,  and  then  rising,  exclaimed  : 

"  I  swear  '  before  the  peacock  and  the  ladies' 
— the  old  chivalric  oath — always  to  keep  this 
prize.  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing,  at 
least,  that  I  am  fairly  entitled  to  it ;  and  I  know 
Captain  Harbord 's  modest  breast  is  racked  by 
doubts  as  to  the  fullness  of  his  claims  to  the 
-prize  bestowed  on  him." 

So  the  invidious  task  was  easily  got  over 
amidst  laughter  and  good-humor.  Lucia  shot 
a  glance  of  sincere  gratitude  and  of  something 
very  like  admiration  at  Mr.  Owenson — a  glance 
to  earn  which  he  would  Avillingly  have  been 
stigmatized  as  Nature's  most  hideous  piece  of 
work.  Thus  the  folly  of  the  night  was  accom- 
plished, and  the  company  extemporized  a  dance. 

"You  will  waltz  with  me,  Mr,  Owenson?" 
Lucia  said,  going  boldly  up  to  the  dress-maker's 
son,  "I  have  a  claim  on  you;  and  you  will 
not  refuse  me," 

"I  do  not  waltz,  Miss  Marston." 

"Do  not  waltz!  Why?" 

"  Because  I  don't  know  how.  I  never 
learned  ;  and  I  have  no  ear  for  music." 

"But  you  forgive  me,  Mr.  Owenson?  You 
are  not  offended  with  me  ?  Indeed,  it  was  a 
mere  piece  of  folly,  of  which  I  am  ashamed — 
and  I  was  first  drawn  and  then  driven  into  it — 
and,  to  say  the  truth,  I  don't  think,  now,  that 
A^ou  deserved  that  prize  at  all — and,  oh,  I  do  so 
hope  that  I  have  not  offended  you." 

She  raised  her  eyes  piteously,  pleadingly  to 
the  young  man's  face.  She  was  so  grateful  to 
him  for  the  quick,  manly  Avay  in  Avhich  he  had 
relieved  her  of  her  odious  task,  and  she  felt 
now  peculiarly  angry  Avith  herself  for  ever  haA% 
ing  consented  to  perform  it.  "He  will  think 
so  meanly  of  me,"  she  was  even  now  saying  to 
herself.  "  He  Avill  fancy  that  I  have  done  this 
because  I  am  paltry  enough  to  look  doAvn  on 
him  on  account  of  my  knoAvledge  of  his  pa. 
rents  and  their  humble  position.  What  a  true 
gentleman  he  is  !  And  he  is  not  so  ugly  at  all. 
Nay,  I  should  much  rather  hand  the  prize  for 
ugliness  to  that  inane,  grinning  blockhead. 
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Harbord,  who  is  evidently  trying  to  make  fun 
of  him  and  of  me,  because  he  sees  us  together." 

Thus  tliinking,  she  looked  into  Owenson's 
eyes,  and  even  put  her  hand  out  and  gently 
touched  his. 

"  Offended  me  ?  No,  Miss  Marston — not  in 
the  least.  I  saw  the  whole  thing  in  a  moment, 
and  perhaps  I  did  not  quite  like  it  at  first,  but 
I  very  soon  saAV  that  the  task  was  an  nnpleas- 
ant  one  to  your  good-nature,  and  I  did  my  best 
to  help  you  out  with  it." 

"  Yes  ;  you  do  not  know  how  thankful  I  was 
to  you." 

"Then  if  you  Avere,  have  I  not  really  gained 
the  best  prize  that  could  be  given  to  me — a 
moment  of  your  good-will?" 

And  we  are — not  enemies,  Mr.  Owenson  ?" 

"  Not  enemies,  surely,"  he  said,  Avith  a  smile. 
"  May  Ave  not  say  we  are  friends  ?" 

"I  am  your  friend,  Mr.  Owenson  ;  from  this 
time  forAvard  you  have  my  sincere  respect  and 
esteem." 

He  boAved,  rather  aAA-kAvardly  it  must  be 
OAvned,  but  Lucia  scarcely  noticed  the  awk- 
wardness. Then  they  separated,  and  Donald 
OAvenson  Avalked  home  that  night  Avith  a  heart 
that  throbbed  and  sAvelled  as  it  had  never  done 
before.  Pride,  joy,  passion,  pain — a  Avild  hope, 
succeeded  in  a  moment  by  a  blank  despair — 
SAvept  through  him.  The  poor,  ugly  youth, 
son  of  a  dress-maker,  Avas  in  loA^e  with  the  beau- 
ty and  the  heiress. 

"  I  might  as  Avell  be  in  love  Avith  that  god- 
dess," he  said  to  himself,  as  entering  his  room 
his  eye  rested  on  a  cast  of  the  incomparable 
Venus  of  the  Louvre.  "Well,  Avell,  a  goddess 
is  to  be  AA^orshiped ;  the  meanest  of  us  has  as 
good  a  right  to  adore  her  as  the  greatest  king 
or  conqueror.  I  shall  maintain  my  right,  and 
Avorship  my  goddess  —  from  the  proper  dis- 
tance." 

And  though  it  Avas  very  late,  he  set  to  Avork 
manfully  at  some  Avriting  he  had  to  do,  and 
crushing  doAvn  his  feeling,  he  Avrote  steadfastly 
on  to  the  bright  morning.  Then  he  slept,  and 
dreamed  that  Lucia  Marston  had  again  touched 
him  Avith  her  hand. 

After  that  evening  these  tAvo  met  much 
more  often  and  more  familiarly  than  they  had 
been  Avont  to  do.  Lucia  Avas  bent  on  proving 
that  she  had  a  sincere  respect  and  regard  for 
the  young  man  ;  and  she  soon  succeeded.  She 
Avas  the  only  child  and  the  spoiled  child  of  her 
parents.  Her  father  Avas  at  present  in  the 
United  States,  and  her  mother  allowed  her  to 
rule  the  household  and  do  as  she  would.  So 
Avhen  Lucia  spoke  Avarmly  in  praise  of  Donald 
OAvenson,  and  Avished  him  to  be  invited  often 
to  her  mother's  salon,  the  Avish  was  a  laAV  for 
Mrs.  Marston,  and  Donald  found  himself  a  con- 
stant visitor  there.  The  poor  youth  Avas  un- 
speakably happy.  Never  had  he  dreamed  of 
any  thing  like  such  happiness  before,  and  he 
prospered  and  grew  strong  under  its  influence. 
His  intellect  grcAv  brighter ;  his  pen  became 
keener  and  more  brilliant;  the  frequent  pres- 
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ence,  the  constant  thought  of  Lucia  lent  ncAv 
richness  to  his  culture  and  ncAv  force  to  the 
manly  eloquence  of  his  style. 

HoAV  Avas  it  all  this  time  Avith  Lucia?  At 
first  she  only  thought  of  being  kind  to  him  ;  of 
shoAving  that  she  had  no  mean  and  silly  preju- 
dices ;  of  patronizing  him,  perhaps,  in  a  deli- 
cate and  graceful  sort  of  way.  She  began,  in 
fact,  imder  the  influence  of  that  most  fascina- 
ting and  dangerous  delusion  Avith  Avhich  Avoman 
can  enter  into  friendly  association  Avith  man — 
the  belief  that  the  association  never  can  be 
any  thing  more  than  friendly.  She  held  her- 
self on  no  guard  in  her  intercourse  Avith  him ; 
she  treated  him  almost  as  if  he  Avere  a  broth- 
er; then  she  began  to  say  to  herself  that  she 
Avished  she  had  such  a  brother.  She  grcAV  to 
find  delight  in  his  conversation,  in  his  varied 
knowledge,  his  wide  reading,  his  keen,  quiet 
humor,  suffused  as  it  AA'as  by  a  pervading  and 
subtle  tenderness  of  thought  and  expression, 
Avhich  harmonized  exquisitely  Avith  his  deep 
musical  voice.  She  found  in  him  the  charm 
of  perfect  manhood ;  she  gladdened  Avhen  he 
came ;  she  was  sorry  Avhen  he  went  away — 
and,  in  short,  she  did  not  knoAV  that  she  loved 
him. 

One  day — at  last — there  came  a  crisis.  Tavo 
events  startlingly  concurred  to  bring  it  about : 
the  Hon.  Captain  Harbord  came  to  make  a  pro- 
posal of  marriage  to  Lucia  ;  and  Donald  OAven- 
son came  to  say  good-by. 

This  latter  visit  took  precedence  in  order  of 
time.  OAvenson  had  to  return  to  the  States. 
He  Avas  recalled  to  Ncav  York  by  the  journal 
Avhich  he  represented,  and  on  the  staff"  of  Avhich 
he  Avas  about  to  have  a  more  important  post. 
Once  this  Avould  have  been  a  source  of  hon- 
orable pride  and  joy  to  him ;  noAv  he  took  it 
blankly,  and  even  sadly,  only  reconciled  to  it  at 
all  by  the  conviction  that,  Avhile  in  Rome,  lie 
Avas  living  in  a  fool's  paradise,  and  that  the 
sooner  he  tore  himself  from  it  the  better.  He 
stood  np,  hoAvever,  like  a  man  against  his  hope- 
less love.  And  in  parting  Avith  Lucia  he  did 
his  best,  his  very  best,  not  to  betray  the  fact 
that  he  loved  her ;  and  it  Avas  the  very  sincer- 
ity and  earnestness  of  his  effort  Avhich,  for  the 
first  time,  revealed  completely  to  Lucia's  eyes 
the  truth  that  in  Donald  OAvenson  she  had  a 
devoted  lover. 

Even  still  she  did  not  knoAv  hoAV  much  she 
loved  him.  There  Avere  tears  glittering  in  her 
eyes  as  she  held  out  her  hand  to  him  and  said 
farcAVcll  —  he  Avas  to  leave  Rome  next  day — 
and,  perhaps,  if  he  had  then  spoken  out  his 
heart,  it  Avould  have  found  hers  responsive  ;  but 
the  poor  journalist  did  not  venture  to  sue  for 
the  hand  of  the  rich  heiress,  and  he  Avent  aAvay, 
his  secret  unspoken — and  Lucia  did  not  know, 
yet,  that  she  loved  him. 

It  was  Avhen  Captain  Harbord,  the  hand- 
some, the  rich,  the  aristocratic,  tiic  object  of 
so  much  admiration  on  the  part  of  girls  and 
speculation  on  the  part  of  mothers — it  Avas  when 
this  Adonis  of  the  British  aristocracy  came 
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and  offered  her  his  hand  that  Lucia  learned,  as 
by  a  revelation,  the  secret  of  her  own  heart. 
The  bare  thought  of  marriage  with  him,  with 
any  one  likely  to  offer  himself,  made  her  recoil 
with  so  much  repugnance  and  horror  that  she 
fell  back,  as  it  were,  into  the  inner  depths  of 
her  own  consciousness,  and  she  saw  what  had 
long  been  hidden  there. 

In  vain  Captain  Harbord  pleaded  —  he  was 
firmly  dismissed  ;  and  Lucia  ran,  in  tears,  to 
her  mother. 

Now  Mrs.  Marston,  like  many  good  Ameri- 
can mothers,  would  have  dearly  wished  her 
daughter  to  marry  a  lord,  and  I  assume  that 
all  my  readers  are  sufficiently  acquainted  with 
the  polite  mysteries  of  the  British  peerage  to 
know  that  the  Hon.  Captain  Harbord  was  heir- 
apparent  to  the  title  of  his  father.  Lord  Roun- 
town.  She  did  hope  that  Lucia  would  have 
accepted  the  present  suitor  and  the  future  title. 
She  was  surprised  and  shocked  when  Lucia, 
agitated  and  weeping,  flung  herself  into  her 
arms. 

"  You  have  not  accepted  him,  my  child  ?" 
"No,  mamma — never!     The  very  idea  is 
hateful  to  me ;  I  never  could  marry  him." 
"  Why  not,  Lucia  ?" 

"Because  I  don't  love  him,  mamma;  be- 
cause I  detest  him  ;  because — oh,  well,  because 
I  love  somebody  else ! " 

An  awful  idea  shot,  for  the  first  time,  across 
Mrs.  Marston's  mind. 

"Lucia,  my  dear,  it  can  not  be — you  really 
don't  mean  to  say  that  you  love  that  young 
man,  that — " 

"Yes,  I  do  !  I  know  whom  you  mean; 
and  dear  mother,  not  a  word,  please,  against 
him.  I  love  Donald  Owenson,  and  if  I  do  not 
marry  him,  I  will  never  marry  mortal  man!" 

"  Has  he  spoken  to  you,  then,  of  this  ?" 

"Not  a  word — not  a  single  word.  He  is 
too  honorable  and  generous." 

"Then,  dear,"  interrupted  the  elder  lady, 
catching  feebly  at  a  poor  straw  of  hope,  "how 
do  you  know  that  he  loves  you?" 

Lucia  turned  to  her  mother  with  a  quiet, 
bright,  triumphant  smile  breaking  through  her 
tears,  and  said : 

"  Oh  yes,  mamma — I  know  he  does  !" 

Owenson  returned  to  New  York ;  and  the 
Marstons  went  back  not  long  after.  He  be- 
came a  frequent  visitor  at  their  house,  and  he 
soon  found  that  he  might  speak  out.  He  asked 
for  Lucia's  love,  and  he  learned  that  it  was  his  ; 
and  her  parents  accepted  the  situation  and  con- 
sented to  their  marriage.  And  on  the  morn- 
ing of  their  wedding  Donald  showed  his  young 
bride  the  withered  and  shriveled  old  apple 
which  her  hand  had  given  him  as  a  satirical 
prize,  and  which  he  had  treasured  and  pre- 
served ever  since. 

"And  so,  after  all,"  he  said,  "the  race  is 
not  to  the  swift,  nor  the  prize  of  beauty  to  the 
handsome  man  !  Let  Captain  Harbord  keep 
his  golden  apple.  I  have  the  goddess's  own 
gift — tlie  most  beautiful  woman  for  my  wife!" 


CIVIL  SERVICE  REFORM. 

AFTER  nearly  three-quarters  of  a  century 
of  experience  the  nation  demands  from 
government  such  a  change  in  the  management 
of  its  daily  business  that  it  may  cease  to  blush 
for  its  system  compared  with  that  of  China,  or 
to  envy  the  methods  for  securing  honesty  and 
sense  in  the  ordinary  public  civil  service  that 
are  employed  in  Turkey.  We  boast  ourselves 
as  apt  and  intelligent  beyond  the  rest  of  the 
world ;  we  talk  of  freedom  as  if  we  had  dis- 
covered and  regulated  it ;  and  if  the  thing 
called  business,  or  its  name,  had  never  ex- 
isted, an  American  would  have  invented  both  ; 
yet  among  the  civilized  nations  of  the  earth 
there  is  none  so  stupidly  wasteful  of  its  re- 
sources— none  whose  public  virtue  stands  at 
this  moment  in  greater  danger  of  decay — none 
that  so  trusts  its  everyday  work  to  faitlilcss 
and  worthless  hands.  Whatever  else  might 
have  been  foretold,  at  its  outset,  of  our  great 
experiment,  the  cheap  and  wise  working  out  of 
its  practical  details  seemed  at  least  assured ; 
yet  this  fair  promise  has  ended  in  such  disgrace 
that  our  choice  of  tools  in  the  administration 
of  government  affairs  would  shame  a  bungler 
or  a  knave. 

What  the  civil  service  of  the  United  States 
government  is,  how  it  is  manned,  watched,  and 
paid,  how  it  compares  with  those  of  other  na- 
tions, whetlier  its  duty  is  well  done,  and  if  ill 
done  how  that  ill-doing  may  be  mended,  are 
subjects  worth  the  instant  and  serious  study  of 
every  tax-payer  in  the  land,  whether  he  hopes 
to  form  a  part  of  that  service  himself,  or  only 
expects  to  sustain  it,  and  desires  to  perfect  it 
for  the  benefit  of  those  who  are  to  come  after 
him.  If  in  the  course  of  that  study  some  sur- 
prising chapters  are  unfolded — if  the  tax-payer 
reads  therein  that  he  is  cheated  and  betrayed 
because  his  servants  do  not  know  or  will  not 
do  their  duty — if  he  is  startled  at  the  care- 
less waste  of  revenue  carelessly  collected — if 
he  grows  indignant  over  honesty  pinched  that 
fraud  may  thrive,  and  corruption  lavishing  what 
labor  pays — if  he  shrinks  from  this  picture  of 
himself  contemptuously  treated  as  one  of  a 
"  raisera  contribuens  plebs,"  let  him  remember 
that  he  has  the  remedy  in  his  own  hands,  and 
that  it  is  his  own  house  he  is  called  to  set  in 
order. 

As  generally  defined,  the  civil  officers  of  a 
government  are  those  who  are  not  employed  in 
its  military  and  naval  service.  Not  only  is  this 
distinction  more  marked  in  modern  states  than 
in  those  of  ancient  times,  but  the  relative  im- 
portance of  the  civil  service  has  constantly  in- 
creased with  the  spread  of  civilization  and  na- 
tional intercourse,  and  the  developing  variety 
of  modern  life.  Of  course  its  agents  multiply 
with  the  advance  of  population,  but  the  ever- 
new  needs  and  relations  of  men,  and  the 
fresh  fields  which  science  and  invention  open, 
have  had  quite  as  much  to  do  with  enlarging 
their  numbers^and  diversifying  their  functions. 
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Moreover,  the  science  of  government  itself  is 
steadily  improving  by  experience,  and  many 
systems  exist  for  securing  its  wise  practical 
administration,  some  of  them  of  almost  un- 
known antiquity,  and  others  very  recently  de- 
vised or  introduced.  One  is  in  doubt  whether 
to  laugh  or  to  grieve  that  the  United  States,  the 
most  advanced  of  all  nations  as  to  its  principles 
of  government,  should  be  almost  the  last  to  ap- 
ply thorough  and  approved  methods  of  carrying 
out  those  principles  in  detail. 

Under  our  own  Constitution  a  further  dis- 
tinction is  made  among  officers  of  the  civil 
service — between  those  who  are  elected  by  the 
people  or  named  by  the  President  with  confirm- 
ation by  the  Senate,  and  that  for  greater  num- 
ber who  receive  their  appointment  directly  from 
some  superior  officer.  These  last,  to  borrow 
an  English  phrase,  might  properly  be  called 
place-holders.  Of  the  former  class  are  the 
chief  executive  officers,  the  legislators,  the  ju- 
diciary, foreign  ministers,  and  heads  of  depart- 
ments. Any  discussion  as  to  the  mode  of  their 
selection,  determined  as  it  is  by  the  very  frame 
of  our  government,  belongs  to  merely  political 
questions,  and  would  be  out  of  place  here.  The 
latter  class  comprises  all  the  "  inferior  officers" 
mentioned  by  the  Constitution,  under  which 
Congress,  by  a  series  of  acts  passed  at  different 
times  as  occasion  arose  in  our  national  progress, 
has  provided  for  their  appointment,  either  by 
the  President  alone,  the  heads  of  departments, 
or  the  courts  of  law.  Among  those  whose  con- 
firmation depends  on  the  Senate,  postmasters 
and  consuls  may  also  be  classed  with  the  minor 
officers  of  the  civil  service.  These  men  trans- 
act the  Avhole  administrative  business  of  the 
government.  They  do  its  work  in  foreign  coun- 
tries as  commercial  agents,  and  at  home  in  the 
collection  and  paying  out  of  revenue,  whether 
from  customs  or  taxes,  in  the  financial  bureaus 
of  the  army  and  navy  departments,  in  the  post- 
al service,  in  matters  of  claims  and  accounts 
against  the  government,  in  all  business  growing 
out  of  the  census,  the  public  lands,  Indian  af- 
fairs, land  warrants,  patents,  and  pensions. 
They  are  distributed  among  the  different  de- 
partments in  very  unequal  numbers,  the  Treas- 
ury employing  more  than  all  the  other  depart- 
ments combined.  They  are  organized  in  vari- 
ous bureaus,  and  classified  into  many  grades. 
And  they  number  more  than  fifty  thousand. 
It  must  also  be  kept  in  mind  that  almost  every 
man  of  these  fifty  thousand  is  the  centre  of  a 
circle  of  others  dependent  on  him  for  support, 
and  that  eacli  of  them  was,  just  before  his  ap- 
pointment, the  head  of  an  almost  endless  queue 
who  were  struggling  to  gain  possession  of  his 
place. 

The  increase  in  tlie  number  of  these  officials 
has  been  far  more  rajjid  in  proportion  than  the 
growth  of  our  population.  Upon  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Federal  civil  service  in  1789,  when 
the  several  departments  of  War,  the  Treasury, 
and  State,  or  that  for  Foreign  Affairs,  as  it  was 
then  styled,  were  created,  the  place-men  Avere 


"  a  mere  handful"  in  number.  In  <|ie  year  1802 
the  roll  of  officials  contained  2622  names.  Be- 
tween the  beginning  of  the  present  century  and 
the  close  of  the  war  with  England  the  popula- 
tion of  the  country  nearly  doubled,  and  the  of- 
ficers of  the  civil  service  grew  in  numbers  in 
about  the  same  proportion — reaching  5G08  in 
1817.  But  during  the  fifty  years  from  1817  to 
1867,  while  the  population  quadrujjled,  the  num- 
ber of  office-holders  was  multiplied  ten  times 
over,  and  it  now  exceeds  that  of  the  whole  force 
employed,  including  officers,  in  the  military  and 
naval  services  combined.  But  it  must  not  be 
inferred  that  this  increase  surpasses,  in  any 
great  degree,  the  expanding  needs  of  the  gov- 
ernment. During  the  early  part  of  this  period 
of  fifty  years  the  rapid  growth  of  our  commerce, 
the  additions  to  our  territorial  dependencies," 
the  extension  of  our  sea-coast  by  the  cession  of 
Florida,  Texas,  and  California,  and  the  Indian 
and  Mexican  wars,  all  furnished  grounds  which 
did  not  exist  at  its  commencement  for  the  en- 
largement of  this  branch  of  the  national  service. 
And  more  lately,  the  vast  movements  and  ex- 
penditures caused  by  the  rebellion,  and  the  pub- 
lic debt  and  new  system  of  taxation  which  re- 
main among  its  bitter  fruits,  have  raised  the 
rate  of  increase  in  the  number  of  offices  far  be- 
yond its  earlier  ratio  to  that  of  our  expanding 
population.  How  many  of  these  public  serv- 
ants might  be  spared  through  a  reform  that 
would  permit  the  work  of  the  incapable  many 
to  be  better  done  by  the  competent  few,  and 
how  much  of  their  present  cost  to  the  govern- 
ment of  thirty  millions  annually  might  be  econ- 
omized by  the  mere  cutting  oft'  of  useless  sala- 
ries, will  be  shown  as  we  proceed.  Enough  to 
say  here,  that  if  the  people,  once  held  the  most 
thrifty  on  the  face  of  the  globe,  can  afford  to  go 
on  paying  higher  prices  tlian  any  other  civilized 
nation  gives  for  worse  service  than  is  any  where 
else  rendered  in  return,  its  reputation  can  only 
be  maintained  by  adding  to  its  fame  for  clever- 
ness also,  through  the  discovery  of  some  new 
theory  regulating  work  and  wages. 

The  business  intrusted  to  the  care  of  these 
officials  is  as  diversified  as  the  needs  of  the 
government.  In  foreign  lands  you  may  "sur- 
vey the  world  from  China  to  Peru,"  and  you 
will  find  in  every  port  of  any  consequence  a 
commercial  agent  of  the  omnipresent  American 
nation.  Along  our  own  coasts  they  are  dotted 
from  Castine  to  Sitka,  wherever  a  light-house 
gleams  or  a  freight  is  landed.  Throughout  all 
the  States  and  Territories  they  are  scattered  in 
countless  post-offices  and  assessors'  bureaus; 
they  creep  under  the  Apache's  wigwam,  and 
bivouac  along  the  frontier  soldier's  march  ;  they 
cluster  in  masses  at  the  great  business  centres, 
and  they  swarm  as  a  legion  at  the  national  cap- 
ital. And  wherever  as  a  fixed  point  an  ofiicial 
is  discovered,  imagination  sees  hovering  about 
his  place  a  great  cloud  of  aspirants  eager  to  dis- 
lodge or  to  succeed  him. 

The  names  of  clerks  and  assistants,  given  to 
by  far  tlic  greater  number  of  these  olficers  of 
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the  civil  service,  denote  clearl}^  enough  the  class 
of  duties  they  are  expected  to  perform.  These 
demand  neither  genius  nor  culture,  and  the 
education  given  in  our  higher  schools  equips 
young  men  sufficiently  for  their  discharge.  In 
the  upper  branches  of  the  service,  it  is  true, 
superior  ability  and  learning  find  a  place.  The 
consular  function  especially  calls  for  a  wider 
range  of  acquirements,  including  a  knowledge 
of  languages  and  of  foreign  and  international 
law,  besides  intelligence  enough  to  collect  and 
transmit  correct  details  as  to  the  resources, 
commerce,  and  general  statistics  of  other  coun- 
tries. But  for  the  most  part  experience  and 
training  would  soon  perfect  the  ordinary  in- 
cumbent of  a  civil  office  in  all  that  his  position 
requires,  beyond  the  sound,  plain  English  edu- 
•  cation  with  which  he  is,  or  should  be,  expected 
to  come  furnished.  Average  intelligence  is, 
of  course,  presupposed.  For,  strange  as  the 
statement  may  seem  to  be  in  the  present  con- 
dition of  things,  a  dull  youth  has  really  no  more 
right  to  ask  a  sea*  at  a  desk  in  the  national 
offices  than  he  has  to  expect  employment  in  a 
merchant's  counting-room. 

Equally  strange  in  the  face  of  recent  dis- 
closures may  seem  the  idea  that  integrity  is  a 
necessary  qualification  for  public  place.  Yet  it 
should,  at  least,  be  required  that  those  official 
hands  be  clean  through  which  the  immense 
revenues  of  this  republic — about  four  hundred 
millions  of  dollars  yearly — pass  once  in  the  pro- 
cess of  collection,  and  once  again  through  the 
various  modes  of  disbursement.  Nothing  but 
proved  honesty  can  be  relied  on  to  protect  any 
government  from  enormous  losses  by  the  fraud 
which  the  evil  wit  of  men  will  practice,  in  spite 
of  all  imaginable  checks  and  devices  of  control. 

One  other  essential  may  be  named.  To  the 
common  mind  in  all  countries  government  is 
an  abstraction.  Whether  it  be  the  flesli  and 
blood  ruler  in  his  palace,  or  the  ideal  sover- 
eignty throned  in  the  capitol,  government  re- 
veals itself  to  the  subject  or  the  citizen  only 
through  its  agents.  Its  spirit  is  present  to 
thought  alone,  while  the  machinery  by  which 
it  works  is  seen  and  felt  of  all  men.  That 
machinery,  in  ordinary  times,  is  the  civil  serv- 
ice, whose  officers  bring  the  supreme  power 
near  to  every  man,  intervene  actively  in  his 
afiairs,  and  come  into  actual  contact  with  his 
daily  life.  When  Jackson  was  President,  most 
United  States  citizens  saw  and  knew  very  little 
of  the  federal  authority,  except  through  its  post- 
offices  ;  now,  thanks  to  the  public  debt  and 
taxes !  its  omnipresence  has  grown  visible,  and 
touches  each  one  sensibly  and  daily.  Now  the 
shape  in  Avhich  government  thus  discloses  its 
majesty  is  not  a  welcome  one.  The  hand  it 
extends  to  protect  is  remote,  intangible  ;  while 
the  hand  that  may  not  be  overlooked  nor  put 
aside  is  that  which  it  stretches  out  to  ask  for 
support.  If  this  function  of  government  is  not 
a  pleasant  one  for  the  governed,  there  is  wis- 
dom in  performing  it  with  all  dignity  and  court- 
esy.   Abstract  reverence  and  ideal  patriotism 


go  a  very  little  way  toward  soothing  a  man's 
feelings  into  respect  for  law,  when  the  official 
who  personates  it  for  the  time  being  heightens 
the  inconvenience  of  his  demands  by  harshness 
or  rudeness  in  his  manner  of  making  them. 
Civility,  and  a  readiness  to  inform  or  oblige, 
are  the  duty  of  every  official  as  much  as  hon- 
esty is. 

After  all,  then,  there  is  no  mystery  in  the 
management  of  these  practical  afi'airs  of  gov- 
ernment. It  is  not  in  this  sphere  that  the 
craft  of  ruling  is  displayed.  The  divinity  that 
doth  hedge  a  king  hardly  envelops  a  place- 
man. The  work  that  the  greater  part  of  civil 
service  officers  have  to  do  is  plain,  everyday 
business,  difiering  only  in  its  forms  and  its  scale 
from  that  which  is  transacted  in  any  counting- 
house.  The  same  principles  that  insure  suc- 
cess when  applied  in  mercantile  pursuits  must 
be  applied  to  the  public  service  for  its  proper 
discharge,  and  the  same  mistakes  that  would 
ruin  a  commercial  firm  must  be  guarded  against 
if  we  would  shun  national  loss  and  dishonor. 
Good  sense,  judgment,  a  plain,  sound  educa- 
tion, integrity,  and  civility  are  all  that  a  public 
servant  need  come  provided  with  when  he  be- 
gins his  career.  How  closely  has  our  govern- 
ment followed  these  simple  business  rules  in 
the  choice  of  its  civil  officers,  and  how  well,  in 
consequence,  has  it  got  its  work  done  ? 

The  mode  of  appointment  to  civil  offices  in 
the  United  States  has  remained  unchanged 
since  its  adoption  at  the  formation  of  the  Union, 
It  was  then  adopted  from  the  practice  of  the 
several  States,  which  in  their  colonial  days  had 
borrowed  it  from  the  mother  country.  Leaving 
behind  them  church  establishments  and  a  feudal 
system  of  land-laws,  the  colonists  brought  over 
certain  other  institutions  and  practices  of  gov- 
ernment quite  as  unsuited  to  the  new  air  and 
soil.  Some  of  these,  as  the  theory  of  marital 
rights  and  the  black-letter  codes,  have  been  re- 
formed into  harmony  with  modern  thought  and 
republican  spirit ;  but  the  system  of  choosing 
the  public  servants,  dictated  by  antiquated  tra- 
dition, still  lingers  not  only  unimproved,  but 
even  depraved  by  democratic  influences.  As 
if  the  past  had  no  lessons  worth  our  study,  and 
as  if  government  were  not  a  progressive  science, 
we  lag  behind  all  civilized  nations  in  this  most 
practical  improvement  of  its  administration. 
Even  England,  which  has  borrowed  many  of 
our  reforms,  has  lately  in  her  turn  shown  us  in 
this  a  better  way. 

A  high  tone  in  the  personnel  of  all  great  mod- 
ern governments  except  our  own  is  secured,  in 
general  words,  by  a  fixed  standard  of  fitness  for 
place,  rigid  examination  with  open  competition 
to  all,  strict  oversight,  regular  promotion  upon 
good  behavior,  and  a  moderate  provision  on  re- 
tirement. 

It  was  experience  rather  than  historic  exam- 
ple that  dictated  the  adoption  of  these  princi- 
ples. For  many  reasons  the  records  of  ancient 
times,  usually  so  fertile  in  warnings  an^J  in  prec- 
edents, could  furnish  scant  teaching  upon  this 
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point.  In  the  military  and  naval  service,  in- 
deed, from  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  efficien- 
cy has  been  secured  by  discipline  in  all  well- 
governed  states,  ancient  or  modern,  and  capac- 
ity tried  by  proof.  But  the  civil  service  of  an- 
cient states  was  unimportant  as  compared  with 
the  military,  partly  on  account  of  the  general 
military  spirit  and  aims  of  their  governments, 
partly  from  the  prevalence  of  slavery,  in  which 
the  masses  labored  and  were  controlled  by  mere 
force,  and  most  of  all  from  the  simplicity  of  hu- 
man conditions,  contrasted  with  the  complex 
relations  of  men  to  each  other  in  modern  life. 
Two  figures  represent  the  public  servants  of  an- 
cient states — the  soldier  and  the  tax-gatherer ; 
and  often,  as  in  the  Persian  empire,  these  two 
were  one.  The  chief  officers  intrusted  with  the 
collection  of  revenue  were  elective  in  Athens, 
as  the  terarian  tribunes  and  questors  were  at 
Rome.  A  hint  from  Horace  gives  us  light  upon 
the  ways  and  repute  of  the  latter  officials — the 
poet  declaring  that  he  can  live  at  his  country 
box  more  pleasantly  and  tespectably  "than  if 
his  grandsire,  uncle,  sire,  had  all  been  ques- 
tors." In  theory  these  collectors  were  held  to 
strict  responsibility ;  but  how  their  subordinates 
were  appointed,  or  whether  these  were  any 
thing  more  than  the  tools  of  their  masters'  ra- 
pacity, it  is  not  easy  to  determine.  In  the 
provinces  of  Rome  it  is  certain  that  violence 
was  unbridled,  and  official  plunder  enormous. 
It  would  be  interesting  to  know  the  detailed  ar- 
rangements for  carrying  out  the  decree  of  Ti- 
berius, in  the  time  of  our  Saviour,  that  all  the 
world  should  be  taxed.  And  the  record  of  that 
system  begun  under  Augustus,  and  perfected 
by  the  later  emperors,  for  the  mapping  out 
of  the  whole  vast  Roman  empire  into  revenue- 
districts,  would  have  been  invaluable  if  pre- 
served, as  a  monument  of  government  labor 
and  an  instance  of  government  methods. 

The  modes  in  which  later  civilization  has  led 
governments  to  multiply  their  agents  are  worthy 
of  remark.  One  of  its  first  steps,  that  of  com- 
mercial and  national  intercourse,  created  a  new 
sphere  for  authority  and  a  new  profession  of 
state — that  of  diplomacy.  Athens,  indeed,  pos- 
sessed the  germ  of  our  modern  system  of  resi- 
dent embassadors  in  the  Xenii — Athenians  of 
influence  and  dignity  to  whom  the  allied  states 
committed  the  charge  of  their  interests,  espe- 
cially in  those  matters  of  mutual  litigation  which, 
with  politic  art,  she  managed  to  draw  to  her 
own  forum  in  the  last  appeal.  And  many  in- 
stances in  the  life  of  Cicero  indicate  his  position 
as  a  kind  of  patron  for  the  welfare  of  certain  of 
the  allies  or  provinces  of  Rome.  So,  too,  the 
Grecian  states  had  often  a  resident  to  watch 
their  interests  or  further  their  intrigues  against 
each  other  at  the  Persian  court,  and  special  em- 
bassies, upon  matters  of  war  and  peace,  were 
frequent.  Rut  tlie  intercourse  between  ancient 
nations  was  so  rare,  and  its  usual  spirit  so  un- 
friendly, that  the  diplomatic  profession,  as  un- 
derstood in  modern  days,  can  not  have  had  an 
existence ;  still  less  could  public  commercial 


agents,  clothed  with  authority  from  foreign  pow- 
ers, such  as  our  consuls  are,  have  found  a  place 
among  them. 

Turn  to  colonial  establishments,  that  modern 
middle  ground  in  government  between  foreign 
and  home  affi^irs,  and  we  again  remark  the  vast 
number  of  officials  that  have  arisen  to  meet 
their  needs.  The  civil  servants  of  England  in 
this  department  are  scattered  all  over  the  face 
of  the  globe,  and  are  counted  by  thousands : 
while  our  own  territorial  establishments,  which 
stand  somewhat  in  the  relation  of  colonies,  and 
our  Indian  bureau,  enlist  the  services  of  great 
numbers.  Still  larger  is  the  multitude  intro- 
duced by  the  postal  system — that  grand  modern 
device  for  the  circulation  of  thought,  which, 
flying  restlessly  from  land  to  land,  interweaves 
the  ideas,  the  passions,  and  the  interests  of 
mankind,  as  with  the  shuttles  of  some  mighty 
loom.  Another  peculiar  source  of  patronage 
is  the  patent-office — the  birth  of  modern  invent- 
iveness nursed  by  modern  science.  And  the 
fullest  and  most  abounding  spring  of  all  our 
woes  of  this  nature  is  the  modern  custom-house, 
with  its  army  of  retainers  in  all  lands — a  host 
whose  growth  is  checked  in  other  countries  by 
the  progress  of  free  trade,  as  we  may  hope  that 
it  will  begin  to  dwindle  ere  long  in  our  own, 
until  it  becomes  itself  a  thing  of  the  past. 

There  is  one  government,  however,  whose 
history  stretches  unbroken  from  the  eldest  to 
the  latest  days,  bridging  over  with  its  continu- 
ous unity  that  chasm  of  the  Middle  Ages  into 
which  the  ancient  nations  of  the  West  crumbled, 
and  out  of  which  the  modern  ones  have  crept — 
namely,  the  Chinese  empire.  And  if,  in  their 
youthful  contempt  for  its  hoary  venerableness, 
the  peoples  of  European  descent  had  not  laughed 
at  the  thought  of  learning  from  the  wise  men 
of  the  East,  they  might  have  thence  adopted  in 
its  completeness  the  system  which  they  have 
constructed  by  painful  experience.  In  China, 
every  office  in  the  state,  below  the  throne,  is 
open  to  every  subject.  Education,  promoted 
by  such  rewards,  is  universal.  Officials  are 
chosen  by  competitive  examinations,  are  held 
to  their  duty  by  regulations  of  ingenious  strict- 
ness, and  by  a  system  of  espionage  and  of  re- 
sponsibility for  each  other,  and  are  promoted  or 
degraded  according  to  their  acquirements  and 
faithfulness.  No  defaulting  or  useless  place- 
man among  the  half  million  employed  in  China 
ever  resigns,  or  buys  remission  of  his  sentence. 
Between  suicide,  granted  as  a  favor,  or  decap- 
itation, fine,  flogging,  or  convict  slavery,  the 
choice  of  punishments  is  likely  to  terrify  him 
into  diligence.  In  the  Flowery  Kingdom,  by 
a  curious  inversion  of  the  order  of  tilings  pre- 
valent among  outside  barbarians,  tlie  military 
power  is,  not  merely  in  theory  but  in  fact,  sub- 
ject to  the  civil,  literary  mandarins  who  are 
civilian  governors  of  provinces  taking  military 
command.  Were  it  not  for  this  severe  and 
elaborate  system  for  maintaining  talent  and 
honesty  in  the  administration  of  public  afl"airs, 
China,  with  its  despotic  rule,  its  gross  super- 


550 


HAKPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


stition,  and  its  obstinate  aversion  to  light  from 
without,  would  ages  ago  have  sunk  into  dis- 
traction and  barbarism,  instead  of  preserving 
to  this  day  a  sort  of  paralytic  coherence,  as  re- 
spectable as  it  is  queer. 

Coming  westward  to  a  country  which  we 
superciliously  regard  as  yet  only  half  civilized, 
we  find  in  Kussia  a  similar  plan  of  introduction 
into  the  civil  service.  Although  strictly  mod- 
eled upon  the  military  system  in  its  grades, 
these  are  open  to  any  of  the  lowest  classes  even 
who  can  produce  certificates  of  education.  Pro- 
motion is  as  regular  and  discipline  as  rigid  as 
in  the  army  ;  and  though  corruption  prevails 
in  the  civil  service  as  every  where  else  in  Rus- 
sia, it  exists  in  spite  of  the  system  of  appoint- 
ment, and  not  by  reason  of  it,  and  is  far  less 
ruinous  than  it  would  become  if  that  system 
were  looser  and  less  correctly  grounded. 

In  Prussia  the  administration  of  government 
is  raised  to  the  rank  of  a  science.  The  bene- 
fits flowing  from  its  perfection,  in  the  opinion 
of  an  eminent  French  publicist,  almost  recon- 
cile the  people  to  the  refusal  of  political  rights. 
Prussia,  fighting  her  way  up  through  centuries 
from  the  position  of  a  petty  dukedom  to  that 
of  a  first-class  power,  incessantly  militant,  not 
only  became  thoroughly  penetrated  Avith  the 
spirit  of  order  and  discipline,  but  realized  the 
need  of  constant  economy  of  her  resources. 
Within  her  originally  narrow  limits  she  applied, 
and  as  these  widened  she  has  perfected,  a  sys- 
tem of  public  service  the  most  efiicient  and  the 
least  costly  in  the  world.  It  is  a  provision  of 
the  common  law  of  Prussia  that  no  one  shall 
be  appointed  to  an  oflice  unless  he  possesses  the 
competent  qualifications,  and  has  produced  evi- 
dence of  his  fitness.  Most  of  the  civil  service 
employes  are  taken  from  the  various  prepara- 
tor}'-  schools  throughout  the  kingdom,  open  to 
all  without  distinction  of  birth  or  fortune,  in 
which  they  have  passed  through  a  severe  train- 
ing. Upon  applying  for  an  appointment  the 
candidate  undergoes  a  strict  scrutiny  into  his 
acquirements,  intelligence,  morals,  habits  —  a 
thorough  sifting  of  the  man.  After  a  year's 
probation,  employed  in  studying  the  laws  and 
regulations  of  the  service,  and  a  second  rigid 
examination,  he  receives,  if  approved,  a  nom- 
ination from  the  head  of  a  department.  As 
an  instance  of  the  seriousness  of  these  tests,  we 
may  cite  an  accomplished  American  lawyer, 
a  Prussian  by  birth,  who  has  passed  them, 
and  whose  dreams  even  now,  after  an  interval 
of  thirty  years,  occasionally  take  the  shape 
of  a  nightmare  in  anticipation  of  examination. 
Clerks  who  are  to  have  the  handling  of  the 
public  money  deposit  a  guaranty  in  cash,  upon 
which  interest  is  paid  them.  Military  invalids, 
if  qualified,  are  selected  in  preference  to  civil 
candidates.  Promotion  depends  upon  industry 
and  aptitude,  and  a  pension  is  allowed  upon 
retirement  from  age  or  ill  health.  The  impar- 
tiality of  the  appointing  power  is  unquestioned, 
and  fraud  almost  unknown. 

From  the  organizing  genius  of  France  we 


might  expect  the  closest  study  of  the  problem 
of  administration.  But  whether  it  be  due  to 
their  restless  temperament  or  to  political  par- 
tiality and  change,  the  descendants  of  the 
"fickle  Gauls"  have  not  worked  out  their  the- 
ories, as  regards  the  higher  branches  of  the 
service  at  least,  into  those  finished  results  which 
mark  the  Prussian  system.  As  to  their  choice 
of  inferior  place-men,  however,  in  that  class 
which  corresponds  to  the  non-elective  oflicers 
of  this  country,  wise  principles  are  established, 
and  uniform  excellence  of  service  prevails. 
Their  efiicient  consular  system  dates  from  the 
time  of  Louis  XIV.  In  the  carnival  of  1789, 
when  government  from  top  to  bottom  was  de- 
stroyed, constructed,  and  reconstructed,  the 
bases  of  the  civil  service  were  laid  firmly  and 
sagaciously  enough  to  have  endured  to  the 
present  time.  Napoleon  strengthened  and  im- 
proved them,  and  the  studies  of  later  philo- 
sophic statesmen  have  still  further  developed 
their  plan  of  civil  service.  It  is,  indeed,  the 
only  stable  pillar  in  the  government  edifice  of 
France — untouched  by  favor,  unshaken  by  rev- 
olution. In  most  of  the  branches  of  the  reve- 
nue and  treasury  administration  candidates  un- 
dergo repeated  examinations,  and  in  many  oth- 
er divisions  of  the  service  experience  must  be 
gained  during  a  term  of  probation  which  tests 
the  fitness  and  zeal  of  the  aspirant.  Once  ap- 
pointed, officials  are  in  fact,  if  not  in  law,  un- 
removable during  good  behavior;  they  are  pro- 
moted, usually  in  regular  line  of  seniority,  upon 
favorable  reports  as  to  their  character  and  efii- 
ciency,  which  are  singularly  minute  and  exact : 
and  they  are  entitled  to  a  pension  in  age  after 
faithful  service,  and  to  a  provision  for  their  fam- 
ilies if  accidentally  disabled.  Through  these 
wise  arrangements  the  state  secures  in  its  busi- 
ness offices  the  best  work,  in  their  best  years, 
of  a  chosen  class  of  men,  and  in  the  treasury 
bureaus  especially  it  is  believed  by  competent 
observers  that  no  government  in  the  w^orld  col- 
lects so  large  an  amount  of  revenue  with  so 
small  a  loss  from  fraud  as  that  of  France.  It 
is  a  little  singular,  considering  the  cleverness 
in  managing  business  details  which  the  women 
of  the  bourgeoisie  display,  that  among  the 
250,000  places  in  the  public  service,  the  sex 
enjoys  the  right  of  admission  only  to  a  few 
petty  offices  in  the  postal  department. 

We  should  naturally  look  to  the  government 
of  Great  Britain,  the  home  of  the  most  practi- 
cal people  in  Europe,  for  an  early  adoption  of 
the  most  perfect  methods  in  civil  administra- 
tion. But  we  would  look  in  vain.  The  En- 
glish Constitution,  that  singular  agglomeration 
of  law,  tradition,  and  usage,  has  indeed  always 
proved  flexible  enough  to  admit  any  improve- 
ments persistently  demanded  by  a*  majority. 
In  our  own  day  we  have  seen  fiir  deeper  in- 
roads made  upon  its  supposed  sacred ness  than 
a  change  in  the  mode  of  appointing  place-hold- 
ers w^ould  have  wrought.  But  here,  first,  we 
meet  that  word  of  sinister  meaning  which  de- 
scribes the  source  of  oflScial  life  as  Patronage. 
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The  Tudors  or  Stuarts  would,  of  course,  have 
frowned  upon  any  other  claim  to  office  than 
that  of  their  own  favor ;  and  afterward,  so  long 
as  the  alternations  of  party  victory  only  shifted 
power  from  one  set  of  great  houses  to  another, 
personal  and  political  influence  alone  controlled 
appointments  to  place.  The  order  which  drove 
a  traffic  in  the  dignities  of  the  Church  would 
loosen  its  grasp  reluctantly  upon  the  fifty  thou- 
sand minor  offices  of  the  state.  At  length, 
however,  so  unsatisfactory  had  the  condition 
of  the  public  service  become,  that,  in  1853,  a 
Parliamentary  commission  was  appointed  for  its 
reorganization.  Two  years  later  an  Order  in 
Council  was  issued,  naming  commissioners  to 
conduct  tlie  examination  of  candidates  for  the 
junior  posts  in  the  civil  service,  and  the  prin- 
ciple of  open  competition  for  such  examination 
was  formally  approved  by  resolutions  of  the 
House  of  Commons  in  1856  and  1857.  Two 
years  afterward  the  act  for  the  better  govern- 
ment of  India  sanctioned  the  system  of  compe- 
tition for  appointments  in  the  Indian  service ; 
and  in  18G0,  upon  the  report  of  a  select  commit- 
tee of  the  Ilouse,  the  application  of  that  princi- 
ple to  the  home  service  was  extended  and  im- 
proved. The  clerks  to  which  this  regulation 
applies  correspond  generally  to  the  "inferior 
officers''  of  our  system.  The  commissioners  do 
not  appoint — they  merely  examine — but  with- 
out their  certificate  of  fitness  no  appointnrent  is 
ever  made.  The  inquiry  is  directed  to  health, 
character,  knowledge,  and  ability.  The  rules 
as  to  qualifications  are  rigidly  enforced,  and  the 
admissions  impartially  made  to  a  conditional 
appointment,  which,  after  a  period  of  satisfac- 
tory probation,  is  confirmed.  Over  the  official 
once  appointed  political  changes  sweep  harm- 
lessly ;  his  advancement  follows,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  upon  diligence  and  efficiency ;  and  pro- 
vision is  made  for  the  superannuated,  or  those 
disabled  by  ill  health.  The  system  as  practiced 
in  England  is  still  considered  experimental,  but 
a  late  report  of  the  commissioners  upon  the 
subject,  in  1865,  represents  it  as  working  ex- 
tremely Avell,  and  it  is  too  decidedly  a  step  in 
the  right  direction  to  be  ever  retraced. 

Erom  this  spectacle  of  dull  progress  and  fee- 
ble advance  toward  improvement  in  civil  ad- 
ministration among  the  decrepit  monarchies 
of  the  Old  World  it  is,  of  course,  gratifying  to 
turn  to  the  exemplary  practice  of  our  young, 
vigorous,  and  virtuous  republic.  Experience 
has  taught  the  people  of  Europe  that  govern- 
ments exist  for  the  good  of  the  governed ;  we, 
who  adopted  that  as  the  principle  of  our  na- 
tional life,  beginning  where  they  ended,  can 
not  fail  to  have  applied  it  wisely  and  exactly 
in  all  the  business  details  of  administration. 
Let  us  see  whether  in  our  civil  service  we  have 
done  any  thing  more  than  to  shift  our  colonial 
swaddling-clothes  for  the  beggarly  rags  of  a 
scarecrow.  vStatesmen  and  people  alike  in 
the  rest  of  the  civilized  world  are  in  accord 
upon  certain  cardinal  points  :  That  the  work- 
ing business  servants  of  a  government  should 


be  chosen  for  their  fitness — we  reward  them 
with  place  for  foul,  often  criminal,  party  serv- 
ice ;  that  the  appointing  power  should  be  im- 
partial— our  Congressmen  trade  with  offices  as 
bribes  for  their  own  re-election ;  that  a  fair  op- 
portunity should  be  given  to  all  competitors — 
we  proscribe  the  defeated,  and  shame  the  de- 
serving away  from  the  scramble ;  tliat  civil 
servants  should  hold  place  durir^g  good  behav- 
ior— we  cast  them  out  at  the  end  of  four  years, 
that  they  may  return  at  the  next  period  with 
seven  others  worse  than  the  first ;  that  promo- 
tion should  stimulate  fidelity — we  invite  them 
to  eager  plunder  Avhile  expulsion  delays ;  that 
vigilance  should  prevent  fraud — we  fill  rogues' 
hands  with  unwatched  gold,  and  when  they 
turn  thieves,  suffer  them  to  run,  buy,  or  swear 
themselves  off ;  that  when  worn  down  with 
service  they  should  receive  support — we  kick 
them  out  as  paupers  whenever  tliey  grow  too 
old  for  tools  as  rascals ;  that  diligence,  order, 
and  coul'tesy  should  pervade  all  the  public  of- 
fices— with  us,  some  of  them  are  full  of  negli- 
gence and  faithlessness,  and  others  reek  with 
corruption,  brutality,  fraud,  and  national  dis- 
honor. Not  a  line  of  this  picture  is  distorted, 
nor  a  shade  deepened  beyond  the  truth.  There 
are,  indeed,  among  the  public  servants  some 
honest  and  capable  ones.  We  do  full  justice 
to  them — the  pinch  of  salt  that  arrests  decay. 
The  system  is  rotten,  but  not  all  gone  putrid, 
or  it  must  have  perished.  We  can  endure  a 
little  minuter  dissection  of  it  without  too  much 
disgust. 

This  taint  in  the  life-blood  of  our  administra- 
tive system,  drawn  from  its  English  source  of 
Patronage,  delayed  very  long  to  develop  its  cor- 
rupting power.  The  new  government  was  too 
full  of  youthful  strength  and  fresh  promise  to 
grow  at  once  depraved.  The  circumstances  of 
the  country  opened  so  many  untried  and  bound- 
less fields  to  talent  and  energy  that  these  sought 
in  independent  action  more  hope  and  fruit  than 
places  at  the  capital  could  yield.  Guided  by 
the  purest  intentions,  the  appointing  power  found 
no  difficulty  in  filling,  upon  personal  knowledge 
of  the  few  applicants,  the  small  number  of  offi- 
ces which  it  had  to  bestow.  Washington  did 
not  think  it  beneath  him  to  inquire  the  char- 
acter and  fitness  of  the  most  insignificant  ap- 
pointees, none  of  whom  ever  met  an  objection 
in  political  opinions,  or  dared  to  urge  personal 
friendship  as  a  plea.  During  the  first  twelve 
years  of  our  history  seventeen  persons  were  re- 
moved from  subordinate  offices,  and  all  for 
cause.  Even  the  furious  party  rage  of  Jeffer- 
son's time  disdained  to  use  that  weapon  for  suc- 
cess or  revenge.  Those  wars  were  not  fought 
with  poisoned  arrows.  Thirty-nine  vacancies 
made  among  nearly  five  thousand  places,  and 
none  of  those  for  political  reasons,  fill  up  the 
list,  which  not  even  the  bitter  enmity  that  could 
style  the  great  democratic  philosoplier  a  parti- 
san infidel  ever  laid  to  his  account  as  sins  of 
favoritism.  Down  to  the  end  of  the  second 
Adams's  term,  subordinate  officers  were  chosen 
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with  great  care  on  the  ground  of  their  fitness, 
and  retained  their  places  although  their  party 
lost  power,  without  a  single  removal  except  for 
good  cause.  But  the  advent  of  Jackson  to  the 
Presidency — who  seems  to  have  dropped  with 
his  military  career  its  ideas  of  discipline  and 
fair  advancement  —  ushered  in  a  new  era  in 
American  politics — an  era  in  which  party  strife 
took  final  leave  of  dignity  without  regaining 
fairness,  learned  to  satiate  rancor  through  in- 
trigue, and  sacrificed  public  virtue  to  success. 
The  journals  and  correspondence  of  the  day  are 
filled  with  instances  of  the  disgust  and  dismay 
inspired  by  the  innovation  of  sweeping  removals 
from  office  on  the  avowed  ground  of  opinion 
only.  No  dark  oath  ever  bound  accomplices 
more  strongly  in  a  conspiracy  than  the  single 
tie  of  party  fealty  linked  their  creatures  with 
the  chiefs  and  managers  who  then  rose  to  pow- 
er. To  that  day  and  to  those  men — though  the 
author  of  the  infamous  invention  is  uncertain — 
we  owe  that  device  of  blended  threat  and  boast, 
"  To  the  victors  belong  the  spoils,*'  which  flaunt- 
ed like  a  pirate  flag  over  their  attack  upon  the 
institutions  of  their  country.  Never  did  polit- 
ical quarrel  borrow  from  the  dialect  of  war  a 
more  immoral  rallying-cry.  The  famous  maxim 
of  despotism,  "  Quid  principi  placuit  legis  habet 
vigorem,"  fitted  in  its  slavishness  the  temper 
of  the  times  that  suff'ered  it ;  but  this  bandit's 
pass-word  gave  the  lie  to  that  equality  of  right 
and  freedom  of  thought  from  which  party  in 
modern  days  is  supposed  to  spring. 

The  proscription  lists  thus  opened  by  one 
party  were  of  course  filled  up  by  the  other  in 
its  turn ;  and  political  struggles,  becoming  for 
thousands  of  employes  questions  of  literal  life 
and  death,  soon  took  the  character  which  they 
have  ever  since  retained,  of  desperation  inflam- 
ing conviction,  the  fight  for  place  embittering 
and  degrading  the  contest  of  principles.  Our 
modern  practice  divorces  the  ideas  of  office  and 
duty,  which  should  be  indissolubly  joined,  and 
substitutes  the  false  notion  of  a  claim  to  place 
as  a  right.  The  civil  service  is  staked  as  a 
prize  for  the  winner;  its  posts  are  all  counted, 
valued,  and  assigned  even  before  the  contest 
begins ;  and  each  leader  points  to  its  pay-roll 
as  lawful  plunder,  as  Bonaparte  showed  his 
starving  troops  the  fat  plains  of  Italy. 

So  soon  as  the  result  of  a  Presidential  elec- 
tion is  known,  the  whole  country  from  Maine 
to  Mexico,  and  from  Vancouver's  Island  to 
Cape  Sable,  becomes  alive  with  hordes  of  mi- 
grating office-seekers.  It  is  as  if  the  very  dust 
of  the  land  were  turned  into  the  least  decent 
of  the  plagues  of  Egypt.  For  each  of  the  de- 
feated dependents  preparing  for  a  departure 
that  for  him  is  ruin,  at  least  a  hundred  serv- 
iceable expectants  are  crowding  toward  the 
sources  of  patronage.  President  Lincoln  wrote, 
just  after  his  election,  "I  am  now  receiving 
one-sixth  of  the  nation,  which  Avants  to  live  at 
the  expense  of  the  other  five-sixths."  The  at- 
tack of  these  famishing  packs  of  place-men  is 
believed  to  have  worried  the  life  out  of  two 


Presidents,  as  it  fills  the  first  three  months  of 
each  new  one's  term  with  disgust  and  annoy- 
ance. True,  many  applicants  are  fit  for  office, 
and  among  such  a  multitude  some  fit  ones  must 
be  appointed.  But  the  eff'ect  of  this  disgrace- 
ful scramble  is  to  deter  most  men  of  good 
character  from  applying  at  all,  conscious  that 
fitness  is  the  last  thing  seriously  inquired  into. 
No  longer  the  well-known  test,  "Is  he  honest, 
is  he  capable  ?"  is  applied ;  but  we  are  fast  near- 
ing  the  time  when  the  questions  asked  will  be — 
"  Is  he  dishonest  enough  to  stop  at  no  knavery 
for  the  party's  sake  ? — is  he  capable  of  going 
all  lengths,  even  to  crime,  to  serve  the  person 
who  procures  his  nomination  ?"  The  most  pre- 
posterous and  infamous  claims — a  remote  rela- 
tionship, general  uselessness  and  ill-success  in 
fife,  an  election  fraud,  a  newspaper  puff*,  a  well- 
managed  riot,  a  share  of  expected  pay,  aid  in 
speculations,  ruin  from  evil  courses  in  party 
service — are  nrged  and  acceded  to.  This  play 
of  base  motives,  this  tragi-comedy  of  desperate 
intrigue,  culminates  during  the  few  months  after 
the  inauguration  in  the  dismissal  from  office  of 
thousands,  their  replacement  by  a, swarm  as 
worthless  and  more  ravenous,  and  the  cry  of 
disappointed  rage  or  despair  rising  from  a  hun- 
dred throats  where  one  rejoices.  One  needs  a 
double  countenance,  half  Democritus  and  half 
Heraclitus,  to  do  justice  to  the  humorous  grim- 
ness  of  description  in  the  journals  a  year  ago 
of  the  multitudes  in  the  Capitol  corridors.  Be- 
tween the  downcast  and  the  exulting  the  scene 
presents  a  sort  of  tattered  travesty  of  that  other 
splendid  instance  of  human  baseness — the  rush 
of  the  court  of  France,  upon  the  cry  "le  roi  est 
mort,"  away  from  the  dead  king  to  greet  the 
living  one.  This  great  whirlpool  stirs  up  count- 
less eddies  of  intrigue  and  bargaining  in  every 
shire  and  town  of  the  several  States.  The  in- 
terests and  the  evil  influences  connected  with 
these  SAveeping  changes  ramify  through  all  the 
land,  and  are  set  again  at  their  work  of  mis- 
chief, on  a  smaller  scale,  as  often  as  any  place 
falls  vacant.  For  though,  as  of  old,  our  office- 
holders are  a  race  of  whom  few  die  and  none 
resign — perhaps  because  time  is  not  given  them 
to  do  either — yet  it  does  occasionally  happen 
that  conscience  or  detection  causes  the  abrupt 
departure  of  those  whose  genius  for  "convey- 
ing" develops  too  rapidly.  Some  few  have  even 
exchanged  a  bureau  for  a  deserved  jail. 

So  long  as  the  present  system  of  appoint- 
ment is  maintained,  some  such  perversion  of  it 
is  inevitable.  Upright  purpose  and  diligent 
attention  on  the  part  of  the  Executive,  and  the 
heads  of  departments,  and  chiefs  of  bureaus — 
and  we  do  not  believe  these  are  often  wanting 
— must  be  fruitless,  since  the  immense  number 
and  variety  of  applicants  has  made  that  person- 
al knowledge  which  formerly  guided  a  choice 
impossible.  The  appointing  power  must  be 
governed  in  its  selection,  for  the  most  part,  by 
the  representations  of  friends,  and  especially 
of  the  members  of  Congress.  These,  from  the 
nature  of  the  case,  form  a  sort  of  advisory 
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council,  each  one  of  whom  is  supposed  to  be 
famihar  with  the  worth  and  fitness  of  appli- 
cants for  office  from  his  own  locality,  and  to 
bear  his  share  of  the  duty  of  inquiry,  which 
could  never  be  got  through  with  except  by 
some  such  distribution  of  it.  This  virtual 
delegation  of  the  appointing  power  becomes 
fatally  connected  with  a  Congressman's  inter- 
est. Each  one  of  the  hundred  solicitors  for 
each  vacant  place  who  beset  him  not  only  is  a 
voter,  but  may  be  also  the  pivot  of  an  organ- 
ized machinery  of  multitudinous  voters,  and 
often  an  unscrupulous  adept  in  party  manage- 
ment. Promise  and  punishment  are  in  his 
hands,  and  he  can  back  his  demands  with  the 
terrors  of  a  plebiscite.  When  the  member's 
election  is  yet  to  be  paid  for,  and  his  re-elec- 
tion, perhaps  his  whole  political  career,  hangs 
on  his  choice  of  a  nominee  for  appointment, 
how  is  he  likely  to  choose  between  modest 
merit  and  influential  worthlessness  ?  Human 
nature  can  rarely  resist  such  a  strain,  even  were 
it  not  proverbial  that  Congressional  virtue  is 
rather  eager  tp  embrace  than  coy  to  shun  such 
seductions.  Necessarily  too,  under  the  present 
system,  members  are  constantly  employed  in 
attending  to  the  solicitations,  and  involved  in 
the  intrigues  of  office-seekers.  Thus  to  de- 
fraud the  country  of  the  time  that  should  be 
given  to  their  legislative  duties,  thus  to  debase 
their  office  by  dancing  attendance  in  ante-cham- 
bers, must  wound  the  self-respect  of  honorable 
men,  and  lead  to  their  replacement  by  others 
less  sensitive  and  more  partisan,  and  to  a  grad- 
ual decline  in  the  character  of  our  legislators. 
We  do  not  say,  of  course,  that  such  a  decline, 
due  precisely  to  this  mischief,  is  far  advanced 
already.  But  when  the  lowest  depth  is  reached. 
Congressmen,  then  all  self-seeking  calculators, 
may  perhaps  bethink  themselves  that  with  every 
gift  they  destroy  many  hopes,  creating  ten  en- 
emies Avhere  they  pay  or  attach  one  friend,  and 
that  thus,  by  retributive  justice,  the  evil  returns 
to  plague  the  inventors. 

But  this  is  far  from  being  the  worst  of  the 
indirect  influences  upon  government  exerted 
by  our  vicious  system  of  civil  appointments. 
The  temper  of  Congress  is  not  to  sue  the  Ex- 
ecutive for  what  it  has  the  power  to  take  ;  the 
step  is  easy  from  suggesting  to  demanding  ap- 
pointments, and  it  has  long  since  been  made. 
Representatives  nowadays  claim  the  appoint- 
ments to  offices  within  their  districts  as  their 
own  property,  and  use  the  public  trust  shame- 
lessly as  a  fund  to  pay  their  own  political  debts. 
Of  course  no  representative  thinks  of  giving 
money — not  his  own  money  at  least — for  the 
caucus  work  of  intrigue,  or  the  polls  work  of 
fraud  by  which  his  henchmen  got  him  his  place  ; 
but  the  public  money  is  there,  and  he  demands 
the  use  of  it.  Now  the  public  man  who  puts 
his  creature  into  a  place  for  which  he  knows 
him  to  be  unfit,  is  in  morals  as  much  a  robber 
as  if  he  broke  open  the  Treasury  vaults.  He 
would  do  a  less  dangerous  though  a  bolder 
wrong  by  employing  his  shoulder-hitter  direct- 
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ly  in  that  burglary  than  by  placing  him  where 
he  will  cause  greater  loss  through  fraud.  And 
is  this  claim  upon  the  Executive  yielded  to  the 
legislator  without  an  equivalent?  Assuredly 
not !  If  a  share  of  patronage  is  given,  a  share 
of  legislative  support  is  expected  in  return.  It 
matters  not  Avhat  influence  is  applied  to  bring 
about  the  exchange.  It  may  be  only  sugges- 
tion, reasoning,  persuasion,  now.  Still  the  ele- 
ments of  a  contract  exist,  the  sense  of  a  mutual 
obligation  grows  up,  and  as  the  system  matures 
it  must  ultimately  take  the  form  and  bear  the 
scandal  of  a  constant  bargaining.  This  is  En- 
glish patronage,  poisonously  luxuriant  in  the 
new  soil.  The  independence  of  the  execu- 
tive and  legislative  departments  of  each  other 
must  become  undermined,  the  limits  of  their 
respective  powers  confused,  and  an  essential 
principle  of  our  government  vitiated  and  de- 
stroyed by  the  reflex  action  of  its  defective  sys- 
tem of  civil  administration. 

Fitly  or  unfitly,  then,  as  often  in  the  latter 
as  in  the  former  way,  the  minor  offices  are  thus 
filled,  and  the  spoil  divided.  No  one  has  sought 
their  steady  obscure  work,  with  the  small  sal- 
ary to  be  snatched  from  him  in  four  years  more 
at  farthest,  who  could  have  employed  his  abili- 
ties otherwise  with  the  prospect  of  a  certain 
and  permanent  career,  however  modest.  Very 
few  to  whom  they  fell  as  the  hire  for  party  serv- 
ice intend  to  earn  their  official  pay,  or  scruple 
to  find  and  make  opportunities  for  plunder  dur- 
ing their  short  holiday.  "  Work !"  said  one  of 
these  creatures ;  "I  Avorked  to  get  here.  You 
don't  expect  me  to  work,  now  I  am  here  ?" 
Many  of  these  men  are  ignorant,  imbecile,  in- 
temperate, profligate.  In  the  revenue  service, 
especially,  they  draw  larger  pay  than  the  in- 
dustrious, for  party  service  as  ward  politicians, 
election  bullies,  and  petty  Avire-pullers.  If  they 
condescend  to  work  at  all,  it  is  with  a  blunder- 
ing inefficiency  that  would  cause  their  instant 
dismissal  from  a  decent  tradesman's  shop.  But 
as  the  work  must  be  done,  it  falls  with  a  double 
and  most  unfair  burden  upon  the  capable  and 
diligent.  And  these  are  deprived,  by  the  ab- 
surd system  of  rotation  in  office,  of  the  aid  of 
experience.  Official  training  and  official  tradi- 
tions make  up  a  great  part  of  a  place-man's  effi- 
ciency, and  for  the  lack  of  these  the  public  civil 
service  drags  in  disgraceful  contrast  to  the 
prompt  and  exact  movement  of  affairs  in  the 
military  and  naval  branches.  A  single  expe- 
rienced clerk  will  perform  with  ease  duties  that 
are  indifferently  discharged  by  several  inexpe- 
rienced ones.  The  dismissal  of  useless  and  in- 
competent place-men  would  effect  a  saving  fiir 
more  than  sufficient  to  pay  accomplished  busi- 
ness men  the  best  salaries,  which  they  now  quit 
the  government  service  by  hundreds  to  seek 
elsewhere.  Yet  the  drones  continue  to  be  paid, 
and  the  famous  rotation  system  is  thus  branded 
as  not  less  extravagant  than  immoral.  Still, 
their  unfaithful  neglect  is  less  ruinous  than  their 
active  rascality.  Few  who  have  had  any  expe- 
rience, especially  in  the  revenue  offices,  are  not 
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astounded  at  the  extent  and  boldness  of  their 
corruption,  and  so  notorious  has  the  scandal 
become  that  a  member  of  Congress  has  not 
scrupled  to  declare  that  thieves  infest  all  the 
government  departments,  and  honesty  is  the 
exception  rather  than  the  rule. 

For  any  private  business  establishment,  such 
a  statement,  if  not  a  libel,  would  be  a  prophecy 
of  ruin.  Yet  an  examination  into  details  proves 
its  truth  as  regards  the  civil  service  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  be  not  less  conspicuous  than  it  is 
disgraceful.  One  hundred  millions  of  dollars, 
one-fourth  the  revenue  to  be  raised  by  our  tax 
and  tarift'  laws,  vanishes  before  it  reaches  the 
Treasury.  One-fourth  of  the  impost  laid  for 
the  support  of  government  upon  the  labor  of  the 
working-classes  and  the  ability  and  capital  of 
those  who  do  not  live  by  wages,  goes  to  main- 
tain idlers  and  cheats  in  the  public  offices. 
One-fourth  the  price  paid  by  toil  for  its  protec- 
tion by  law  feeds  the  worthless  lives  of  those 
who  creep  into  place  to  corrupt  or  break  law. 
It  has  come  to  this,  that  the  government  found- 
ed for  the  greatest  good  of  the  greatest  number 
manages  its  pecuniary  affairs  for  the  benefit  of 
the  worst  few  at  the  cost  of  the  many.  In  the 
customs  department,  it  is  estimated  by  the 
highest  authority  that  from  negligence  and  con- 
nivance, which  defects  in  the  law  assist,  the 
government  does  not  receive  more  than  one- 
half  the  duties  it  is  entitled  to.  At  the  port  of 
New  York  alone  there  is  a  yearly  loss  to  the 
revenue  of  over  thirty  millions.  The  tax  on 
spirits  fliils  by  tens  of  millions  to  yield  its  due 
fruit.  The  journals  teem  with  accounts  of 
frauds  and  defalcations  in  the  public  service,  in 
which  the  successful  scoundrel  scorns  to  swoop 
at  less  than  a  fortune.  These  operations  vary 
in  their  methods,  being  conducted  sometimes 
with  the  secrecy  of  collusion,  and  sometimes 
with  the  boldness  of  defiance.  The  scent  of 
such  corruption  attracts  from  afar  clouds  of  ob- 
scene birds  who  settle  upon  our  coasts  as  fraud- 
ulent importers,  thrive  by  the  aid  of  venal  ac- 
complices, and  return  home  with  their  spoil  to 
defame  republican  institutions.  The  gibbet, 
that  melancholy  sign  of  civilization  which  greet- 
ed the  voyager  to  a  strange  shore,  should  rise 
beside  our  light-houses  to  punish  that  combined 
breach  of  hospitality  and  honesty  committed  by 
these  Hessians  of  trade.  Other  plunderers 
along  our  extended  frontier,  uniting  skill  with 
daring,  elude  the  payment  of  duties  by  smug- 
gling, to  the  ruin  of  honorable  merchants  as 
well  as  to  the  injury  of  the  government.  Still 
more  outrageously,  illicit  distillers,  trusting  the 
supineness  and  disdaining  the  safe  purchase  of 
official  friends,  intrench  themselves  in  the  heart 
of  cities,  and  wage  a  little  war  against  the  troops 
sent  to  dislodge  them.  And  others  still,  bold- 
ly steaming  into  the  large  ports,  buy  or  watch 
the  opportunity  of  landing  parts  of  their  car- 
goes in  fraud,  and  pay  from  the  plunder  for  the 
desperate  services  rendered  in  some  cases  by 
their  villainous  tools  in  maiming  and  murdering 
the  faithful  officials  set  to  watch  them.  No 


wonder  that,  with  decency  discouraged  by  such 
associations,  and  honesty  deterred  by  such  dan- 
gers, the  civil  service  sinks  steadily  into  deeper 
discredit.  No  wonder,  when  Congress  rejects 
an  enlightened  plan  for  its  reform,  that  on  the 
very  day  that  plan  was  defeated  a  fraud  by  a 
Treasury  clerk  should  have  been  detected  to  an 
amount  tluit  would  have  paid  for  the  expense 
of  establishing  it.  Thus,  instead  of  creating 
schools  for  training  young  men  in  the  various 
branches  of  the  civil  service,  as  other  govern- 
ments have  done,  we  convert  our  public  offices 
into  seminaries  where  every  art  of  fraud  is 
taught,  and  pay  our  pupils  for  learning  to  cheat 
us  more  shrewdly.  The  United  States  indeed 
"builded  worse  than  they  knew"  in  erecting  on 
the  Island  of  Manhattan  that  stately  pile  which 
invites  tenants  worthy  of  the  edifices  of  Black- 
well's,  shelters  inmates  whom  the  hospital  and 
the  bridewell  would  welcome  home,  and  pro- 
motes its  candidates  from  the  pot-house  through 
public  service  to  the  penitentiary.  Pity  that  so 
few  exchange  official  pap  for  the  more  Avhole- 
some  black  bread  and  broth  of  Sing  Sing. 

Yet  this  dilapidation  of  our  finances,  and  the 
consequent  strain  upon  our  resources,  grave  as 
these  mischiefs  are,  do  not  complete  the  view 
of  the  serious  evils  inflicted  by  the  wretched 
condition  of  our  civil  service.  These  conspic- 
uous samples  of  negligence  permitted  and 
wrong  tolerated  by  the  supreme  power  de- 
prave general  morality,  and  loosen  the  strict- 
ness of  integrity  in  private  affairs.  It  is  a 
grievous  evil  that  dishonest  officials  tempt  and 
taint  their  associates  ;  it  is  a  fearful  danger  that 
every  four  years  new  hordes  of  unprincipled 
men,  despising  work,  are  cast  out  from  the  pub- 
lic offices  to  get  their  living  at  the  expense  of 
the  community  ;  but  this  influence  is  far  less 
subtle  and  corrupting  than  is  the  idea  thus  im- 
planted in  the  public  mind  that  the  state  does 
not  need  or  care  for  virtue  in  its  civil  servants. 
What  squeamishness  to  complain  of  individual 
breaches  of  trust,  of  legislative  bribery,  of  ve- 
nality in  the  courts,  of  universal  faithlessness 
in  work,  when  the  state  itself  founds  a  perpet- 
ual lottery  of  license,  and  distributes  its  quad- 
rennial prizes  among  the  most  cunning  and 
rapacious ! 

Unhappily,  lack  of  knowledge  does  not  ex- 
cuse, but  rather  weakness  of  principle  disgraces 
the  nation  for  so  long  a  tolerance  of  this  mon- 
strous system.  More  than  fifty  years  ago  Jo- 
siah  Quincy  exposed  and  whipped  the  baseness 
even  then  intriguing  about  him  under  its  shel- 
ter. Our  wisest  statesmen  deplored  and  M'arned 
against  the  dangerous  corruptions  flowing  from 
the  innovation  of  rotation  in  office.  And  the 
utter  depravity  into  which  the  service  has  fes- 
tered of  late,  under  the  stimulus  of  our  extended 
tax  and  revenue  demands,  has  alarmed  all  w  ho 
care  for  the  country  more  than  for  parties  or 
personal  interests.  Three  years  ago  Mr.  J  enckes 
presented  to  the  House  of  Representatives  the 
project  of  a  law  for  the  reform  of  the  civil  serv- 
ice, which,  after  certain  modifications  made  to 
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satisfy  objections  to  its  form,  has  been  discussed 
and  defeated  at  each  succeeding  session.  The 
need  of  such  improvement  as  the  bill  proposes 
is  not  seriously  denied,  its  most  vigorous  oppo- 
nent confessing  that  the  truth  is  even  under- 
stated in  the  assertion  that  the  people  are 
robbed  by  their  civil  service  agents  of  three 
times  the  amount  the  whole  civil  service  costs. 
The  purification  and  strengthening  of  our  ad- 
ministrative system  is  sought,  by  this  measure, 
through  the  adoption  of  the  leading  principles 
that  give  such  efficiency  to  the  practice  of  other 
nations.  It  proposes  competitive  examination, 
open  to  all,  of  candidates  for  places,  excepting, 
unnecessarily  as  it  seems  to  us,  postmasters  and 
consuls.  Is  a  postmaster  fit  for  his  place  who 
can  not  read  writing  or  keep  plain  accounts, 
or  a  consul  who  can  not  speak  the  tongue  of 
the  country  he  goes  to?  and  are  none  of  our 
present  officials  of  these  classes  wanting  in  these 
elementary  qualifications  ?  Why  is  the  frequent 
and  safe  distribution  of  letters  impossible  in 
our  great  cities,  except  because  permanence  in 
place  offers  no  inducement  to  the  best  men  to 
enter  the  postal  service  ?  Why  do  we  gain  so 
little  authentic  knowledge  of  the  recent  statis- 
tics and  internal  interests  of  foreign  nations, 
such  as  they  collect  of  ours,  except  from  the 
want  of  special  knowledge  and  experience  in 
our  commercial  agents?  The  bill  further  pro- 
vides for  promotion  by  seniority,  giving  room, 
however,  for  the  earlier  advance  of  those  best 
qualified  or  specially  deserving,  through  par- 
ticular examinations.  It  also  prescribes  modes 
of  trial,  removal,  or  suspension  for  delinquency ; 
it  subjects  existing  place-holders  to  a  test  of 
their  fitness  for  office  ;  and  it  defers  to  the  spirit 
of  the  times  in  opening  admission  to  the  public 
service  for  all  women  who  prove  their  capacity 
for  it.  But  it  omits,  probably  from  dread  of 
plausible  but  unintelligent  attacks,  any  provi- 
sion whatever  for  the  support  of  civil  servants 
upon  retirement,  from  age  or  incapacity  occur- 
ring while  in  service.  It  arranges  for  the  divi- 
sion of  the  country  into  numerous  examination 
districts,  for  the  convenience  of  candidates,  and 
proposes  to  defray  a  part  of  the  cost  of  the  new 
system  from  small  fees  to  be  paid  by  appli- 
cants, about  equal  to  the  hotel  bill  for  one  day 
which  each  of  the  temperate  ones  now  pays 
whenever  he  posts  to  the  capital  on  his  doubtful 
mission.  The  action  of  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners which  this  law  would  create  is  confined 
to  prescribing  rules,  conducting  examinations, 
and  giving  certificates  of  fitness.  They^are  to 
make  no  appointments  whatever,  but  merely 
recommendations  forappointments,  from  among 
which  the  appointing  power  will  select  and  nom- 
inate to  office,  as  the  existing  law  directs.  For 
candidates  who  pass  the  tests,  but  are  not  able 
to  obtain  a  place,  these  official  certificates  would 
be  valuable  proofs  of  character  and  capacity, 
and  would  serve,  as  similar  ones  now  do  in 
England,  as  the  highest  recommendations  for 
employment  elsewhere. 

No  one  can  hope  to  reform  a  system  without 


a  struggle  against  those  who  profit  by  its  abuses ; 
and  the  more  profoundly  these  abuses  have  pen- 
etrated, the  more  violent  the  etibrt  usually  is 
to  maintain  them.  Yet  so  plain  is  the  need 
for  an  amendment  in  our  civil  administration, 
that  most  of  tlie  legislators  who  grieved  to  see 
its  fountains  of  corruption  dried  up,  preferred 
to  resist  its  purification  by  the  silent  scandal  of 
a  vote  rather  than  the  open  mistake  of  speech. 
The  facts  demonstradng  that  need  are  too  fla- 
grant and  too  exactly  stated  to  be  gainsayed ;  the 
improved  machinery  of  the  plan  for  assuring  the 
remedy  is  too  simple  and  efficient  for  cavil  •  and 
the  objections  urged  against  its  principle  hardly 
cover  their  weakness  with  a  show  of  plausibility. 

The  principal  of  these  objections  are,  that  the 
system  will  be  costly ;  that  it  Avill  not  be  faith- 
fully and  vigorously  managed;  and  that  it  is 
borrowed  from  monarchical  governments,  and 
contradicts  the  theory  of  our  own  by  creating  a 
privileged  order.  Its  annual  expense  is  esti- 
mated, by  those  who  cling  to  the  present  abuses, 
at  the  interest  upon  a  million  dollars.  But  as 
the  saving  which  it  fairly  promises  to  effect  in 
the  mere  matter  of  stealing  is  just  a  million 
a  year,  to  say  nothing  of  the  reduced  number 
of  paid  places  which  it  contemplates,  this  par- 
ticular unfavorable  view  does  not  seem  to  de- 
serve much  attention  from  any  one  who  is  able 
to  cipher.  The  second  exception  taken  implies 
both  that  a  sense  of  high  official  duty  dictates 
negligence,  and  that  the  new  system  would  be 
abused  as  a  state  engine  for  party  objects.  But 
it  contradicts  experience  to  assume  that  the 
commissioners  named  to  carry  out  this  or  any 
similar  improvement,  holding  a  post  at  least  as 
dignified  and  important  as  that  held  by  the 
head  of  a  department,  would  be  willfully  care- 
less, or  would  knowingly  employ  careless  sub- 
ordinates. The  cases  are  rare  in  which  even 
party  zeal  seriously  charges  opponents  in  high 
places  with  that  peculiar  mode  of  throwing 
away  their  reputations ;  and  still  rarer  are  the 
instances  of  such  charges  sustained  by  proof. 
And  granting  that  the  amended  plan  could  be 
usurped  and  controlled  by  party,  would  not  its 
operation  even  then  be  a  great  improvement 
upon  our  present  wretched  methods  ?  Would 
it  not  be  better  to  have  occasional  vacancies 
filled  by  fit  men  from  a  party  in  power,  than  to 
have  vacancies  made  by  wholesale  expressly  to 
be  filled  with  unfit  men  from  either  party  in 
turn  ?  But  it  is  a  striking  merit  of  the  new 
system,  shown  by  the  experience  of  its  working 
in  other  countries,  that  the  place-man  ceases  to 
be  a  partisan,  when  the  enmity  of  one  party  and 
the  favor  of  the  other  can  neither  help  nor  harm 
him  so  long  as  he  is  faithful  to  duty.  This 
whole  argument  rests  on  the  assumption,  un- 
worthy of  patriotism,  that  there  is  no  such  tiling 
as  public  virtue  left  in  the  land;  and  if  that  be 
well  founded,  we  might  almost  as  well  dispense 
with  free  government  altogether,  for  we  would 
then  be  much  nearer  to  despotism  than  our  de- 
moralizing practices  of  administration  have  yet 
brought  us. 
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The  affected  horror  which  shrinks  from  a  re- 
form in  our  civil  service  system  because  it  is 
copied  from  the  practice  of  monarchical  govern- 
ments might  raise  a  cheer  from  a  mass-meet- 
ing, but  scarcely  deserves  serious  reproof.  The 
bases  of  that  reform  are  adopted  by  all  enlight- 
ened governments  of  whatsoever  nature  ;  they 
were  laid  down  in  France  by  the  reddest  radi- 
cals the  world  ever  saw,  and  they  are  acted  on 
in  Switzerland  at  this  day.  This  objection,  if 
sincere,  overlooks  the  distinction  between  prin- 
ciples of  government  and  methods  of  applying 
those  principles  in  routine  affairs.  The  form 
and  theory  of  a  government  are  one  thing ;  the 
civil  administration  of  its  details  is  quite  an- 
other thing,  the  latter  being  a  pure  matter  of 
business,  with  no  more  political  character  about 
it  than  book-keeping  has.  Fitness  and  faithful- 
ness have  nothing  to  do  with  opinions  ;  and  the 
best  way  of  securing  those  for  its  service  is  the 
only  way  that  a  government  worthy  of  the  name 
ought  to  employ.  So  far  indeed  is  the  nature 
of  this  reform  from  being  antagonistic  to  the' 
spirit  of  our  government,  that  when  the  system 
it  imitates  was  proposed  in  England  it  met  Avith 
resolute  resistance  from  the  patrician  order,  in- 
stinctively conscious  that  it  was  founded  on  the 
purest  democracy.  It  is  objected  that  the  re- 
form "runs  a  line  through  the  mass  of  citizens, 
and  sets  off  the  favored  class."  It  proposes  to 
do  precisely  that — to  set  off,  on  one  side,  those 
who  prove  themselves  worthy  of  public  favor 
and  fit  for  public  service,  and  to  give  everyone 
of  them,  man  or  woman,  an  equal  chance  of 
entering  it ;  while  it  sets  off,  on  the  other  side, 
all  whose  lack  of  energy  and  capacity  and  char- 
acter unfits  them  for  an}''  trust  whatever.  It  is 
charged  against  this  reform  that  it  creates  a 
privileged  class.  On  the  contrary,  it  has  not 
an  element  of  privilege  about  it,  and  its  whole 
tendency  is  hostile  to  privilege.  It  v/ould  in- 
deed invite  the  best  qualities  and  the  best  moral 
training  every  where  into  fair  competition  for 
public  employments,  and  it  would  destroy  the 
preposterous  notion  of  a  right  in  any  one  to 
' '  the  honors  and  emoluments  of  office, "  to  quote 
the  cant  of  caucus,  while  it  would  utterly  root 
out  the  only  really  privileged  class  in  the  repub- 
lic—  the  permanent  class  of  small  politicians 
whom  larger  politicians  bribe  into  intrigue  and 
violence  by  the  pay  of  place — the  class  whose 
impudent  and  ceaseless  claim  to  live  idly  at  the 
expense  of  the  state  now  drives  the  worthier 
five-sixths  of  their  fellow-citizens  away  from  its 
service. 

In  their  dependence  upon  that  dangerous 
class  we  detect  a  motive  for  the  steady  resist- 
ance made  by  legislators  to  this  wiee  and  essen- 
tial reform  of  the  civil  service.  They  are  slow 
to  admit  what  they  more  than  suspect,  that  that 
dependence  has  already  sunk  into  a  servitude 
which  injures  their  personal  interest  quite  as 
much  as  it  disgraces  their  public  character.  Is 
it  not  time  for  them  to  reflect  that  besides  and 
above  the  sordid  accounting  for  places  with 
their  mercenaries  which  satisfies  one  where  it 


enrages  ten,  there  is  an  account  of  their  own 
fidelity  in  high  office  to  be  rendered  to  the  peo- 
ple, who  imderstand  and  watch  these  abuses  ? 
Neither  party  can  suffer  by  laying  aside  this 
implement  of  warfare  which  has  proved  ruinous 
to  both,  since  the  disarmament  will  be  mutual. 
And  no  one,  of  either  party,  can  more  easily 
win  a  title  to  the  gratitude  of  his  countrymen 
than  by  sustaining  the  cause  of  this  indispensa- 
ble reform. 

Sooner  or  later  it  must  be  carried  out.  The 
people  of  the  United  States  must  either  confess 
their  inferiority  in  practical  good  sense  to  all 
other  nations,  or  they  must  redeem  their  ad- 
ministrative system.  That  reform  will  save 
revenue  and  lighten  taxation ;  it  will  paralyze 
the  hand  of  the  public  thief,  and  stop  the  polit- 
ical bully's  wages ;  it  will  speed  dispatch,  per- 
fect accuracy,  and  lessen  cost  in  the  transaction 
of  the  public  business  ;  it  will  open  an  honora- 
ble career  to  the  tens  of  thousands  of  young 
men  and  women  who  will  gladly  fit  themselves 
to  serve  the  state  when  honesty  earns  a  place 
and  diligence  can  keep  it  for  life.  By  that  re- 
form the  strongest  bond  connecting  the  carrion 
of  the  lobby  with  the  living  body  of  the  legisla- 
ture will  be  cut  asunder ;  the  great  departments 
that  share  supreme  power  among  them  will 
again  work  each  in  its  limited  sphere,  without 
discord  or  encroachment;  official  virtue  will 
cease  to  be  a  by-word,  and  private  faithlessness 
lose  the  excuse  it  takes  from  public  laxity. 
State  administrations  may  mend  by  the  exam- 
ple, and  the  overthrow  no  longer  seem  hopeless 
of  the  kleptocrac.y  that  tramples  our  great  cities 
under  its  satyr  hoofs.  For  the  first  time  we 
shall  stand  in  the  brotherhood  of  nations  equals 
of  all  the  rest  in  mutual  knowledge  and  intelli- 
gent intercourse  ;  and  for  the  first  time  justify 
our  boast  of  model  republicanism,  as  a  common- 
wealth ruled  by  common -sense  and  common 
virtue.  Of  two  fatal  presents  made  by  the  Old 
World  at  our  birth,  we  have  cast  away  one,  the 
Slavery  which  belied  our  political  theory,  before 
the  first  century  of  national  life  ended ;  the 
second  will  be  nobly  begun  by  the  perfect  prac- 
tical development  of  that  theory,  when  we  re- 
ject the  other  evil  gift  of  Patronage. 


MISS  ELLINGTON'S  NIECE. 

A  LOVE  STORY. 

PEOPLE  pitied  Laura  Ellington  very  much 
when  she  Avas,  by  the  death  of  her  grand- 
father, left  alone  in  the  world,  as  they  phrased 
it.  That  is  to  say,  a  great  deal  of  verbal  pity 
was  expressed  for  the  pretty  young  lady,  but  in 
reality  there  was  little  felt ;  for  it  was  a  toler- 
ably well  understood  fact  that  old  Ellington 
had  been  a  very  dubious  kind  of  guardian  to  his 
grand-daughter. 

Moreover,  it  would  have  been  hard  to  feel 
pity  for  such  a  girl  as  Laura  Ellington,  even 
had  she  not  been  left  the  wealthy,  unfettered 
girl  she  was  by  her  grandfather's  will.  It 
would  have  been  hard  to  feel  "pity"  for  that 
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handsome,  clear,  brown-skinned  girl,  with  the 
deep  gray  eyes  and  the  nut-brown  hair,  with 
the  finely  rounded,  erect  figure,  and  the  proud- 
ly poised  little  head.  Pity  and  Laura  Elling- 
ton rarely  occurred  to  the  minds  and  hearts  of 
men  simultaneously. 

She  was  the  only  daughter  of  old  Mr.  Elling- 
ton's only  son,  and  for  many  years,  ever  since 
the  death  of  her  parents — when  she  was  quite  a 
child,  in  fact — she  had  lived  With  her  grandfa- 
ther in  the  handsome  old  family  mansion  in  one 
of  the  Ilegent's  Park  terraces.  Priends  of  the 
family  speculated  about  her  a  good  deal,  and 
conjectures  were  rife  as  to  whether  the  old  man's 
attractive  companion  would  be  his  heiress  or 
not.  The  doubt  was  caused  by  this  fact — Lau- 
ra had  a  brother. 

INIany  years  before  the  date  of  the  opening 
of  this  story — when  Laura  Ellington  was  a  little 
girl  of  four,  indeed — this  brother,  then  a  young 
man  of  twenty-one,  had  shocked  his  family  out 
of  all  natural  affection  for  him  by  marrying  sud- 
denly and  strangely.  He  was  at  Oxford,  read- 
ing for  honors  they  all  thought,  when  one  morn- 
ing to  them  there  came  these  tidings :  he  had 
outraged  authority  and  been  rusticated ;  he  had 
outraged  common-sense  and  got  himself  mar- 
ried to  a  nobody. 

In  hot  wrath  the  Ellington  family  inquired 
angrily  of  the  offender  himself  why  he  had  done 
these  things;  and  when  he  pleaded  his  wife's 
charm  of  grace  and  beauty  in  extenuation  of 
his  folly,  they  refused  to  listen  to  him.  Even 
his  mother  turned  a  cold,  deaf  ear  to  the  voice 
of  her  first-born,  now  that  he  had  acted  in  op- 
position to  her  wishes.  Even  his  father  had  no 
sympathy  Avitli  a  young  man's  love  for  a  fair 
face.  While  as  for  his  grandfather,  the  head 
of  the  house,  he  cast  off  the  luckless  scion  of  it 
utterly. 

Young  Ellington  was  as  proud  as  the  proud- 
est of  them.  He  tore  their  letters  of  reproof 
and  renunciation  to  tatters,  and  with  his  wife 
went  forth  to  fight  the  battle  of  life  without 
making  any  further  sign  to  them.  His  little 
sister  soon  forgot  him  ;  and  so,  when  her  grand- 
father died  and  she  was  left  his  sole  heiress, 
she  was  not  troubled  Avith  compunctions  of  con- 
science respecting  the  brother  who  ought,  at 
least,  to  have  shared  with  her.  Whether  he 
had  died  in  distress  or  was  living  in  poverty, 
whether  the  world  had  been  kind  or  cruel  to 
him,  she  did  not  know,  and,  to  tell  the  truth, 
she  did  not  very  much  care. 

"  I  was  an  infant  when  Robert  cut  himself 
off  from  his  family  by  his  own  folly,"  slie  would 
say  to  the  few  who  did  venture  to  name  him  to 
her ;  and  in  that  speech  was  comprised  all  the 
knowledge  she  had  of  the  brother  who  had  left 
boyhood  behind  him  Avhen  she  was  a  baby. 

Miss  Ellington  was  left  the  uncontrolled  mis- 
tress of  herself  and  of  all  the  possessions  that 
had  been  her  grandfather's ;  and  these  posses- 
sions were  not  few.  In  addition  to  the  big, 
magnificent,  dreary  house  in  the  Regent's  Park, 
she  owned  a  fair  estate  in  one  of  the  midland 


counties,  and  a  good  deal  of  house  property  in 
one  of  the  most  crowded  and  busiest  metropol- 
itan districts.  Altogether  her  income  was  a 
large  one ;  and  her  "  responsibilities  were  pro- 
portionably  great,"  she  tried  to  feel  as  she  sat  in 
her  stately  drawing-room  alone  the  night  after 
her  grandfather's  funeral. 

Miss  Ellington  was  alone.  Several  dozen 
devoted  friends  and  acquaintances  would  have 
been  enchanted  to  share  her  solitude  and  her 
luxury,  her  grief  and  her  seclusion.  But  Laura 
was  an  independent-minded  girl ;  and  so,  when 
one  correct  female  friend  after  another  had  been 
proposed  to  her  as  a  sort  of  unofficial  chaperon 
for  the  time,  she  had  declared  her  intention  of 
protecting  and  countenancing  herself  for  the 
future  unaided  until  she  married. 

She  had  been  very  fond  of  the  old  man,  who, 
in  his  turn,  had  idolized  her;  and  she  was  think- 
ing of  him  tearfully  now  as  she  sat  alone,  with 
the  words  of  the  solemn  funeral  service  still 
ringing  in  her  ears.  Still  she  knew  that  she  did 
not  regret  him  very  much,  in  the  honest  accept- 
ation of  the  word.  He  had  idolized  her,  but  he 
had  also  thwarted  her  will ;  and  Miss  Ellington 
was  not  one  to  meekly  endure  having  her  will 
thwarted. 

She  was  four-and-twenty  now,  and  it  will 
readily  be  understood  that  she  had  not  reached 
those  years  unscathed,  unloving,  and  unloved. 
"Talk  about  experience!"  she  had  often  said 
hotly  to  her  grandfather ;  "  I  have  been  through 
a  very  fiery  furnace,  and  learned  more  in  my 
journey  than  the  tame  experience  of  a  hundred 
years- can  teach  me."  And  then  her  grandfa- 
ther had  been  wont  to  shake  his  head  sadly, 
and  to  lament  over  the  ill-regulated  mind  that 
had  made  the  ordeal  he  had  condemned  her  to 
a  fiery  one. 

Three  years  ago,  on  the  occasion  of  the  cele- 
bration of  her  twenty-first  birthday,  she  had 
fallen  in  love.  She  gave  herself  up  to  the  free 
indulgence  of  the  luxury  the  feeling  was  to 
her  for  a  few  weeks,  and  then  she  was  rudely 
aroused,  and  compelled  to  own  herself  wanting 
in  judgment  for  having  so  given  up.  The  man 
she  loved  had  the  misfortune  to  be  poor,  too 
poor  to  keep  a  wife  in  any  position  at  all,  too 
poor  to  dare  to  risk  the  dangers  of  matrimony 
with  such  a  delicately  nurtured  woman  as 
Laura,  unless  Laura's  grandfather  would  se- 
cure her  from  discomfort  and  dependence  by 
making  her  a  fixed  allowance. 

Captain  Meredith  told  Laura  this  truth  open- 
ly and  honestly — unfortunately,  he  did  not  tell 
it  to  her  until  after  he  had  told  her  how  he 
loved  her,  and  won  the  tale  of  her  love  from 
her  in  return.  She  told  it  to  him  passionately, 
rapturously.  Her  young,  handsome  artillery 
captain  was  a  hero  in  her  eyes — no  grandfather 
could  withstand  him,  she  thought — no  human 
being  could  deem  her  other  than  fortunate  and 
enviable  in  having  won  his  love.  She  fired  her 
lover  with  some  of  the  ardor  of  her  faith.  It 
was  a  surprise  to  the  young  man  when  his  suit 
was  rejected  by  old  Mr.  Ellington — a  surprise 
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to  the  young  man,  but  a  bad,  bitter  shock  to 
the  girl. 

For  a  few  days  after  her  grandfather  had 
given  his  definitive  in  some  hard  sentences,  in 
which  he  declared  his  determination  that  "  no 
pauper  should  batten  on  his  heiress,"  the  girl 
nourished  a  hope.  It  Avas  a  wild,  foolish  hope ; 
it  was  soon  proved  a  fallacious  one.  "  If  Guy 
Meredith  asks  me  to  run  away  with  him,  I'll 
forfeit  every  thing  and  do  it,"  she  said  to  her- 
self. But  Guy  Meredith  was  a  man  of  honor, 
and  so  he  would  not  tempt  Laura  to  make  any 
sacrifice  in  her  haste  which  she  might  reason- 
ably be  expected  to  repent  of  at  her  leisure. 

He  said  good-by  to  her  sadly  enough,  and 
left  her  to  the  misery  that  eats  out  the  fresh- 
ness from  the  heart  of  many  a  passionate  young 
maiden.  They  loved  each  other ;  but  the  knowl- 
edge that  they  did  so  gave  her  no  comfort  when 
once  the  truth  was  borne  in  upon  her  mind  that 
well  as  he  loved  her,  he  loved  honor  more. 
"  We  must  trust  to  time  and  be  faithful  to  each 
other,"  he  whispered  to  her  in  their  last  stolen 
interview;  *'my  prospects  must  improve,  and 
then,  Laura,  will  you  come  to  me  ?" 

Would  she  go  to  him  then  ?  How  her  heart 
throbbed  as  he  asked  the  question !  Did  he  not 
know  right  well  that  she  would  go  to  him  then 
or  now,  or  at  any  moment?  She  longed  to 
burst  the  bonds  of  the  instinct  of  maidenly  re- 
serve, and  tell  him  that  she  would  follow  him 
through  all  the  world  without  ever  giving  a 
thought  to  that  which  she  would  relinquish. 
She  longed  to  do  this ;  but  she  restrained  her- 
self strongly,  gave  him  the  promise  to  be  faith- 
ful to  him  and  to  hope  for  better  times  feebly, 
and  then  they  parted. 

All  this  had  happened  three  years  ago,  and 
the  name  of  Guy  Meredith  had  never  been 
heard  in  their  circle  since.  For  a  while  she 
had  nurtured  Avrath  against  her  grandfather  for 
the  cold  way  in  which  he  had  caused  a  cloud 
to  obscure  the  sun  of  her  young  love.  But, 
after  a  time,  when  she  learned  from  other  sources 
that  Guy's  prospects  were  brightening,  she  for- 
gave her  grandfather,  and  began  to  look  for- 
ward joyfully  to  the  day  when  Captain  Mere- 
dith should  come  and  test  her  constancy. 

He  had  exchanged  into  a  regiment  that  was 
going  to  India,  and  when  he  had  been  in  India 
long  enough  to  master  some  of  the  dialects,  he 
had  been  given  a  good  staff  appointment,  Avhere 
his  services  as  interpreter  made  him  of  note, 
and  paved  the  Avay  to  speedy  promotion.  As 
scon  as  he  could  get  leave  he  was  coming  home 
to  demand  his  bride.  Laura's  heart  beat  proud- 
ly and  fondly  of  all  she,  whom  he  believed  to 
be  penniless,  could  endow  him  with. 

*'  ihope  he  Avill  not  hear  it  until  he  has  asked 
me  to  be  his  wife,"  she  thought;  "there  is  no 
engagement  between  us,  and  I  should  like  him 
to  seek  me  again  before  he  knows  I'm  an  heir- 
ess." Then  she  went  on  to  plan  out  for  him  a 
career  that  would  keep  him  in  England.  He 
should  be  a  magistrate  ;  he  should  breed  prize 
cattle,  and  hunters,  and  greyhounds.    He  should 


go  into  Parliament,  and  make  her  as  proud  of 
him  as  she  felt  it  was  in  her  to  be  of  her  own 
noble-hearted  Guy.  On  the  whole,  it  must  be 
admitted  that  her  meditations  on  the  evening 
after  her  grandfather's  funeral  were  not  misan- 
thropical. 

Old  Mr.  Ellington  died  in  May,  and  early  in 
June  Laura  received  a  letter  from  a  legal  firm 
advising  her  of  the  death  of  her  almost  forgot- 
ten brother  and  of  the  existence  of  his  daughter ; 
to  which  latter  fact  they  begged  to  call  her 
special  attention.  At  first,  on  receipt  of  this 
letter.  Miss  Ellington  was  very  much  shocked. 
Then  she  felt  rather  surprised  at  the  actual  ex- 
istence of  a  live  niece.  And  then  she  felt  con- 
siderably bored  as  she  reflected  that  it  unques- 
tionably behooved  her  to  see  to  that  niece's 
well-being. 

As  soon  as  she  had  convinced  herself  of  this 
responsibility  she  set  to  work  to  fulfill  it.  "A 
child  will  be  greatly  in  my  way  when  I  marry," 
she  said,  candidly,  to  her  friends  ;  "but  I  feel 
it  to  be  ray  duty  to  adopt  and  provide  for  my 
brother's  daughter."  And  then  her  friends 
suggested  various  schools  at  home  and  abroad 
where  Miss  Ellington's  niece  could  be  taken  in 
and  done  for  at  a  more  or  less  reasonable  rate. 

It  was  a  sharp  pang  of  mingled  pleasure  and 
pain  that  assailed  her  when  she  first  looked  upon 
her  niece.  The  senior  partner  of  the  firm  that 
had  first  written  on  the  subject  brought  Kate 
Ellington  to  her  aunt's  house  ;  and  then,  in  place 
of  the  child  whom  she  had  expected.  Miss  1^1- 
lington  saw  a  woman  very  little  younger  and 
even  more  beautiful  than  herself.  She  had 
never  thought  of  her  brother's  child  as  grown 
up  and  pretty,  far  less  had  she  tliought  of  her 
as  fascinating,  self-possessed,  and  fully  con- 
scious of  her  OAvn  claims  to  consideration,  as  this 
young  lady  appeared  to  be. 

Kate  Ellington  had  the  beauty  of  a  Venus 
and  the  fatal  gift  of  pleasing  of  a  Vivien.  Miss 
Ellington's  own  eyes  were  deeply  gray,  and 
beautifully  fringed  with  black  lashes,  but  they 
lacked  the  luminous  splendor  of  Kate's  violet 
orbs.  Miss  Ellington's  locks  were  a  bonny 
bright  brown  that  would  glitter  as  though  there 
were  golden  threads  in  it  in  the  sun  ;  but  these 
locks  did  not,  however  deftly  arranged,  crown 
her  head  with  the  queenly  grace  that  Kate  im- 
parted to  the  most  careless  tiring  of  her  ruddy 
auburn  tresses.  Miss  Ellington  had  a  finely 
formed,  erect  figure,  but  it  seemed  insignificant 
and  stiff  by  the  side  of  Kate's  magnificently 
formed  bust  and  grand  languor  of  bearing. 
In  short,  the  aunt  was  a  very  pretty  woman — 
the  niece  a  very  beautiful  one. 

Kate  was  aa  enigma.  She  candidly  con- 
fessed that  she  was  ignorant,  that  she  knew 
nothing  of  the  usages  of  good  society,  and  that 
she  had  frequently  faced  actual  privation.  Yet 
whatever  subject  she  spoke  about  had  a  charm 
for  her  hearers  ;  her  manners  were  perfect,  and 
her  tastes  and  habits  as  extravagant  as  if  from 
her  babyhood  she  had  been  allowed  the  unlim- 
ited control  of  money.    For  many  years  her 
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father  had  held  a  situation  of  trust  in  a  county 
bank  in  a  garrison  town.  "It  was  a  post  that  was 
more  honorable  than  remunerative,"  Kate  said, 
coolly  ;  "so,  as  you  may  imagine,  Aunt  Laura, 
my  fasts  were  more  frequent  than  my  festivals." 

"  You  don't  mean  to  say  you  ever  wanted — 
were  hungry,  and  couldn't  have  things  ?"  Laura 
cried,  in  high  excitement. 

"Oil  no!"  the  beauty  answered;  "my  pri- 
vations were  of  a  different  order,  but  they  were 
privations  nevertheless.  I  had  to  wear  scant 
skirts  when  full  ones  were  the  fashion,  and  vice 
versa,  and  I  would  rather  have  been  hungry 
than  that  any  day." 

"In  other  words,  your  papa  couldn't  afford 
to  dress  you  well,"  Laura  said,  rather  crossly. 

"Exactly;  and  you,  who  have  always  been 
"able  to  dress  as  you  like,  don't  know  the  full 
horror  of  it.  I  never  could  be  afforded  any 
thing  striking  until  it  was  going  out,  so  I  was 
always  behindhand.  Papa  used  to  try  and 
make  me  believe  that  I  looked  well  in  any 
thing,  the  simpler  the  better ;  but  I  knew  bet- 
ter than  that.  I  wish,  as  you're  so  good,  that 
I  had  been  let  know  you  before." 

"  Perhaps  I  couldn't  have  helped  you  before, 
Kate." 

"  Perhaps  not,  so  it  doesn't  signify.  I  know 
you  now,  and  I'm  only  twenty,  so  I  have  plenty 
of  time  before  me." 

"For  what,  Kate?" 

"For  'fulfilling  my  destiny;'  isn't  that  the 
slang  expression  people  use  for  marrying,  and 
having  children  ?  I  Avonder  yon  haven't  mar- 
ried, Aunt  Laura," 

"  I  think  I  will  tell  you  why  I  haven't,"  Laura 
said,  half  to  herself,  half  to  her  niece  ;  but  even 
as  she  made  up  her  mind  to  do  it  a  fear  assailed 
her  that  Kate  would  not  understand  the  motives 
that  had  actuated  Captain  Meredith,  and  the  ! 
love  that  had  kept  her  constant  to  him. 

"I  think  I  should  like  to  hear  your  story," 
Kate  said,  languidly,  placing  herself  as  she 
spoke  in  the  depths  of  a  softly  cushioned  sofa. 
"Don't  introduce  any  irrelevant  matter  please, 
Aunt  Laura,  or  I  shall  forget  who's  who." 

"I  think  you  are  forgetting  that  already," 
Laura  said,  coldly.  She  did  not  desire  to  live 
on  other  than  terms  of  perfect  equality  with  her 
niece ;  but  she  certainly  had  no  intention  of 
quietly  suffering  her  niece  to  assume  airs  of  su- 
periority over  her.  So  she  said  that  she  thought 
Kate  was  forgetting  who  was  who  already,  and 
then  felt  nervously  fearful  lest  Kate  should  feel  i 
crushed. 

But  Kate  was  apparently  quite  unconscious 
of  the  rebuke  conveyed  so  mildly. 

"I  assure  you  I'm  all  attention  and  compre- 
hension," she  said,  laughing.  "Now,  dear 
Aunt  Laura,  confide  in  me  and  I  will  giver  you 
my  advice,"  she  said,  saucily.  And  then  Laura 
related  that  little  experience  of  hers  with  re- 
gard to  Captain  Meredith. 

"And  so  you  have  waited  for  each  other  for 
three  years.  And  noAV  you'll  reward  him  with 
your  hand  and  your  fortune.    Is  he  nice  ?" 


"  That  is  no  word  for  him.  Oh,  Kate !  I 
can't  tell  you  what  a  good,  dear  fellow  he  is.  I 
fell  in  love  with  his  handsome  face  first,  I  ac- 
knowledge, but  I  soon  got  to  think  only  of  his 
cleverness  and  goodness — " 

"Dear  me!  I  should  never  fall  in  love  with 
a  man's  goodness,"  Kate  interrupted  ;  "  it's 
such  an  abstract  thing.    Is  he  good  style  ?" 

"Of  course  he  is,"  Laura  said,  scornfully. 
"Don't  I  tell  you  that  he  belongs  to  a  branch 
of  one  of  our  best  and  oldest  families.  He's  a 
thorough  gentleman,  Kate.  He  couldn't  do  a 
mean  thing,  or  a  false  thing,  or  a  cruel  thing." 

"In  short,  'he's  a  darling  and  a  king,  my 
Hugo ! ' "  Kate  sang,  laughing.  "  I  wonder  what 
he  will  think  of  7«e."  She  rose  up  on  one  el- 
bow as  she  spoke,  and  held  the  other  hand  out 
to  attract  Laura's  attention.  The  movement 
caused  her  sleeve  to  fall  back,  and  disclosed  an 
arm  so  rarely  proportioned  and  colored  that  the 
statuesque  character  of  her  beauty  impressed 
itself  afresh  upon  her  aunt. 

"  Think  of  you !  He  will  think  you  superb, 
Kate,"  she  said  ;  and  Kate  smiled  and  replied  : 
"But  men  don't  care  to  have  their  wives' 
nieces  haunting  their  houses  perpetually,  how- 
ever superb  they  may  be.  We  are  too  nearly 
of  an  age  for, him  to  feel  that  you  are  bound  to 
be  my  protectress,  though  you  have  been  good 
enough  to  act  as  if  you  thought  so.  If  he 
doesn't  like  me  for  myself,  he  will  feel  me  to  be 
an  intruder." 

"He  will  like  you  for  yourself — of  course  he 
will  like  you  for  yourself,"  Laura  said,  impa- 
tiently. "I  wish  you  hadn't  raised  the  ques- 
tion, Kate ;  you  are  my  niece,  that  Avill  be  enough 
for  Guy." 

"Notwithstanding,  I  shall  wish  him  to  like 
me  for  myself  if  I  am  to  live  in  his  house,"  Kate 
said,  quietly,  and  then  there  was  a  pause ;  and 
when  Laura  Ellington  spoke,  some  few  minutes 
afterward,  it  was  on  another  subject. 

The  day  came  at  last  when  Guy  IMeredith  was 
to  come  to  claim  his  bride.  He  had  never  once 
in  his  letters  alluded  to  her  grandfather's  death, 
and  Laura  rightly  conjectured  that  he  did  not 
know  of  it.  Her  fortune,  her  position  as  posi- 
tive possessor  of  all  the  old  man's  wealth,  was 
unknown  to  Guy  as  yet,  and  Laura  loved  to 
think  that  it  was  so — loved  to  feel  that  it  was 
for  herself  (only  herself)  that  she  was  sought. 
When  the  hour  came  for  his  arrival  such  a  soft, 
bright  flush  mounted  to  her  cheek  that  she  look- 
{  ed  even  younger  than  her  magnificent  niece, 
who  was  feeling  rather  bored  by  all  this  "fuss 
and  excitement,"  as  she  termed  it,  about  the 
advent  of  another  woman's  lover. 

He  came  at  last ;  and  Miss  Ellington's  niece 
saw  in  her  aunt's  future  husband  "  nothing  ex- 
traordinary," she  averred  to  herself,  with  some 
satisfaction.  He  was  a  well  grown  and  well 
set  up  man,  with  a  soldierly  bearing,  a  gentle- 
manly address,  and  a  face  that  would  have  been 
handsome  if  it  had  not  "been  bronzed  out  of 
all  harmony  with  his  light  blue  eyes,"  she 
said.    And  he  saw  in  her  the  realization  of  ev- 
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ery  wild  dream  of  sumptuous  beauty  which  he 
had  ever  dreamed.  Even  as  Laura,  holding  him 
proudly  by  the  hand,  introduced  him  to  her 
niece  in  the  words,  "  This  is  the  Guy  Meredith 
I  have  told  you  of,  Kate ;  he  is  going  to  be  my 
husband" — even  as  she  said  these  words  with 
such  an  intensity  of  affection  and  pride  and 
trust  in  him,  he  felt  his  heart  beat  more  quickly 
as  he  met  the  violet  eyes  of  the  one  who  was 
gifted  with  such  beauty  and  grace  as  might  have 
been  hers  who  tempted  Launcelot  from  his 
'knightly  allegiance,  and  wrought  the  ruin  of  the 
round  table. 

Their  paths  apparently  lay  smoothly  before 
them.  He  had  but  to  renew  his  ofter  in  order 
to  be  accepted  and  when  he  had  renewed  it, 
justifying  it  by  the  assertion  that  now  he  could 
maintain  her  as  she  ought  to  be  maintained,  she 
told  him  of  the  old  man's  death  and  her  own 
riches.  "I  am  glad  you  did  not  know  any  of 
this  before  you  came  back  to  me,  my  own  tnie 
Guy,"  she  said;  "it  is  such  a  joy  to  me  to  be 
able  to  tell  you  that  all  this  is  mine^  and  that  all 
that's  mine  is  thine  from  this  day  forth  !"  She 
spoke  these  words  very  joyously,  and  it  crushed 
her  spirits  rather  when  he  replied,  despondingly : 

"  I  wish  to  Heaven  your  grandfather  had  ac- 
ceded to  our  moderate  wishes  and  enabled  us 
to  marry  three  years  ago.  A  little  then  would 
have  made  us  happier  than — "  He  paused  ab- 
ruptlv,  and  she  asked,  anxiously, 

"^'Than'  what,  Guy?" 

"Than  the  delay  has  made  us,"  he  answered, 
confusedly. 

"  Delay  has  not  been  dangerous  in  our  case," 
she  said,  fondly.  "  Guy,  these  three  past  years 
seem  as  nothing  now  I  see  you  again  ;  and  I  do 
rejoice  in  my  wealth  and  in  the  power  it  gives 
us  for  your  sake. " 

He  took  her  hand  and  kissed  it  almost  hum- 
bly. "You  good,  true  woman,"  he  said,  in  a 
low  voice  ;  "I  will  do  my  best  to  make  you  feel 
that  delay  has  not  been  dangerous  in  our  case." 

"  How  strangely  you  speak,  Guy  !"  she  said. 
"  Why,  delay  has  been  our  friend — has  aggrand- 
ized you  and  enriched  me ;  and  I  am  not  less 
pretty,  less  graceful,  less  lovable,  than  I  was 
three  years  ago — am  I  ?"  she  added,  anxiously. 

He  took  her  in  his  arms  then  and  kissed  her, 
assuring  her,  passionately,  that  she  was  more 
than  all  these  things  ;  but  still  something  in  his 
tones  rang  untrue,  although  his  words  were  kind. 

And  Avhile  he  was  embracing  and  reassur- 
ing her  the  beautiful  niece  who  was  depend- 
ent on  Miss  Ellington  came  into  the  room,  and 
looked  with  grandly  w'ondering  eyes  upon  the 
scene. 

"I  am  sure  I  beg  your  pardon,"  she  said; 
"but  really  I  had  no  idea  I  should  intrude 
upon  any  thing  so  poetical  as  the  embrace  of  a 
pair  of  reunited  lovers.  Captain  Meredith  will 
be  longer  according  me  his  forgiveness  than 
you  will  be,  Aunt  Laura.    I  see  it  in  his  eyes." 

"  Indeed  you  read  their  language  wrongly," 
he  said,  warmly ;  and  Kate  shrugged  her  hand- 
some shoulders  as  she  answered  : 


You'll  think  me  beneath  anger  when  you 
hear  my  mission."  Then  she  turned  to  Miss 
Ellington  and  put  out  her  hands  with  a  pity- 
imploring  gesture.  "  They  say  beggars  mustn't 
be  choosers ;  but  don't  condemn  me  to  that 
odious  tea-green  suit  which  Mrs.  Bertrand  says 
she  had  express  orders  from  you  to  make  forme." 

"  Oh,  Kate,  I  thought  it  lovely ! "  Laura  said, 
eagerly. 

"  Did  you  so  ?  AYell,  I  pity  your  taste,  and 
resign  myself,"  Kate  said,  looking  through  her 
lashes. 

"Don't  keep  it  if  you  dislike  it,"  Miss  Elling- 
ton said,  in  a  slightly  offended  tone.  The  cos- 
tume under  discussion  had  cost  her  much  care 
and  thought.  It  was  new  in  color  and  rich  in 
material,  and  was  well  suited  to  display  the 
peculiar  beauty  and  brilliancy  of  her  beautifuf 
and  brilliant  niece.  It  struck  Miss  Ellington 
as  hard,  rather,  that  Kate  should  elect  to  make 
herself  out  aggrieved,  even  in  such  a  minor 
matter  as  this,  before  Captain  Meredith. 

"  What  did  your  niece  mean  by  saying  beg- 
gars mustn't  be  choosers?"  he  asked,  rather 
constrainedly,  of  Laura  a  little  later. 

"Don't  call  her  my  niece  in  that  hesitating 
way,  Guy." 

-  "  What  shall  I  call  her  ?  you  are  Miss  Elling- 
ton." 

"Call  her  Kate." 

"That  sounds  too  familiar." 

"Please  don't  stand  upon  the  order  of  your 
speech  to  her;  she  will  think  you  dislike  her 
if  you  are  stiff." 

"Dislike  her,"  he  repeated,  in  an  impas- 
sioned tone ;  "  she's  not  a  creature  to  call  forth 
that  faculty.  How  lovely  she  is,  to  be  sure  !"  he 
added,  enthusiastically.  Then  he  bent  down 
and  kissed  Laura's  hand,  which  she  had  put 
out  to  him  when  she  had  made  her  protest 
against  the  exceeding  formality  of  his  mention 
of  her  niece — bent  down  and  kissed  it.  Kissed 
it  tenderly ;  but  still  not  as  he  would  have  kissed 
it  three  years  ago,  she  felt. 

It  was  not  well  with  any  one  of  those  three, 
seemingly,  that  night.  A  pang  of  doubt — of 
doubt  which  she  could  not  dissolve,  could  not 
analyze  even — had  assailed  Laura.  It  seemed 
to  her  that  a  change  had  come  over  Guy — her 
once  ardent-hearted,  noble-souled  lover.  But 
in  what  this  change  consisted  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  say.  He  was  almost  the  same,  but  not 
quite  the  same ;  and  how  one  hates  the  almost, 
under  such  circumstances. 

And  a  more  horrible  pang  than  even  this 
doubt  had  assailed  Guy  Meredith.  Laura  dis- 
trusted something  vague  ;  but  he  distrusted  a 
more  dangerous  tangibility.  He  distrusted  that 
dreadfully  beautiful  niece's  power  over  him — 
the  affianced  of  her  aunt.  He  knew  that  his 
heart  was  revolting  already  against  the  alle- 
giance he  had  voluntarily  vowed.  He  knew 
himself  failing,  in  fact — failing  in  all  those  qual- 
ities of  honor  and  constancy  and  consistency 
on  which  he  had  once  prided  himself.  He 
knew  himself  bewitched — hopelessly  and  fool' 
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ishly  bewitched  by  the  graciously  beautiful  si- 
ren, who  on  the  surface  was  so  oblivious  of 
him  and  of  his  adoration. 

But  oblivious  only  on  the  surf;vce.  In  the 
heart  which  throbbed  under  that  grandly  mod- 
eled chest  she  had  planned  many  a  pretty  arti- 
fice, many  a  winning  wile.  And  that  Avhich 
she  had  cleverly  planned  she  had  fairly  exe- 
cuted. Before  he  had  been  thrown  in  contact 
with  her  a  month,  he  had  leafned  to  look  with 
admiring  interest  on  every  fresh  phase  of  her 
splendid  caprice.  She  was  by  turns  indifferent 
and  careless  to  him  and  to  every  one  else,  and 
carefully  charming.  He  hardly  knew  which 
manner  beseemed  her  best,  which  grace  of  hers 
was  more  dazzling  to  him.  It  was  a  very  fiery 
furnace  this,  through  which  the  gallant  young 
officer  was  passing,  and  he  got  most  horribly 
singed  in  the  ordeal. 

As  for  Kate,  she  was  "  only  fulfilling  her 
destiny,"  she  told  herself,  reassuringly.  Her 
father  had  been  unjustly  treated — robbed  of  his 
birth-right  by  the  very  man  who  had  enriched 
her  aunt.  It  was  only  poetical  justice,  if  in  turn 
she  took  to  herself  something  that  was  of  value 
to  that  aunt.  Only  poetical  justice,  even  if 
she  squandered  it. 

So  she  reasoned ;  so  in  pity  for  her  woman- 
liness let  us  believe  she  felt.  At  any  rate  she 
did  not  hold  her  hand.  At  any  rate  she  did  not 
indulge  herself  with  the  luxury  of  being  merci- 
ful. If  it  was  fine  to  spare,  it  was  also  fine  to 
spoil.  "Let  those  take  who  have  the  power, 
and  let  those  keep  who  can,"  she  said,  with 
one  of  the  prettiest  waves  of  her  pretty  head. 
And  at  the  time  she  said  it  she  felt  tolerably 
certain  that  she  had  the  power  to  take,  and  that 
"  Aunt  Laura"  had  not  the  power  to  keep. 

"  Oh !  the  dalliance  and  the  wit !  the  flat- 
tery and  the  strife!"  That  period  was  so  full 
of  all  these  elements  to  the  trio  with  whom 
these  annals  have  to  deal.  It  came  to  an  end 
at  length  ;  and  the  end  came  in  this  way  : 

The  wedding-day  was  fixed — the  wedding- 
day  which  was  to  see  consummated  that  long- 
tried  fealty  and  love  which  had  been  between 
Laura  Ellington  and  Guy  Meredith.  And  as 
soon  as  it  was  fixed,  anxious  heed  was  taken 
of  it,  and  all  and  sundry  were  on  their  mettle 
to  do  it  honor.  Into  the  midst  of  the  festal 
strain  of  preparation  there  came  this  passing 
discord :  Kate  would  not  be  the  bridemaid  of 
her  aunt !  Kate  was  determined  to  seek  an- 
other home ! 

The  announcement  of  this  intention  came 
"upon  Miss  Ellington  like  a  thunder-clap. 
When  ?  Avhy  ?  what  did  it  portend  ?  It  had  all 
along  been  understood  that  Kate  should  live 
with  them.  She  looked  at  her  lover  for  his 
indorsement  of  this  expression,  and  she  read 
only  blank  dismay  in  his  face.  "  I  do  not  wish 
to  part  with  her,"  she  said.  "I  owe  something 
to  my  brother's  child — something  that  we  will 
both  strive  to  repay ;  won't  we,  Guy  ?" 

"Don't  ask  me — don't  ask  me,  for  Heaven's 
sake." 
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"Why  not?  Oh,  Guy,  what  is  this  that 
has  come  upon  you,  making  you  doubt  if  my 
niece  can  be  your  niece  too?"  The  woman 
who  was  still  young  asked  this  question,  with 
a  wild  fear  upon  her  of  the  younger,  more  at- 
tractive woman.  A  fear  that  she  hoped  and 
prayed  might  be  assuaged  in  his  answer;  and 
this  is  how  he  answered  her: 

"Oh,  Laura,  I  said  truly  enough  that  de- 
lays are  dangerous  ;  we  have  delayed  over- 
long.  My  heart  is  less  worthy  of  you,  being 
less  wholly  yours  than  when  I  parted  from 
you." 

"But  the  delay  was  none  of  my  making," 
she  cried, 

"Nor  was  it  of  my  making;  it  was  of  for- 
tune's making.  We  were  parted  because — be- 
cause it  was  expedient  we  should  part ;  and  now 
we  must  rue  the  fruits  of  such  expediency. 
Three  years  ago  I  could  have  withstood  Venus 
herself,  if  you  had  been  the  price  of  withstand- 
ing ;  but  now,  Kate's  beauty  has  gone  into  my 
soul,  and  I  love  her,  Laura." 

He  said  the  last  words  in  so  contrite  a  tone 
that  she  dared  not  have  blamed  him,  even  if 
her  pride  would  have  let  her  do  so. 

"Be  it  so,"  she  said.  "Substitute  'Kate' 
for  '  Laura'  Ellington,  and  let  all  be  the  same, 
if  she  agrees." 

"I  dare  not  ask  her,"  he  said,  passionately. 
"What  am  I  made  of,  do  you  think,  that  I 
could  dare  to  offer  her  a  heart  that  has  been 
laid  at  another  woman's  shrine  ?" 

"How  you  love  her!"  she  said,  bitterly. 

"Ay,  how  I  love  her!"  he  responded,  with 
equal  bitterness  ;  "  and  how  lightly  my  love  will 
weigh  with  her !  She  will  despise  me  for  my 
looseness  of  purpose — for  the  very  weakness 
which  has  made  me  her  slave.  When  I  shall 
be  simply  your  left-off"  lover,  Heaven  help  me ! " 

"And  Heaven  help  her  to  bear  the  hearing 
that  her  scorn  is  your  worst  grief!"  Laura  said, 
in  a  low  voice.  "  We  must  be  clear  from  this 
point — we  must  understand  each  other,  how- 
ever she  may  misconstrue  your  exalted  motives. 
If  money  can  smooth  your  path  to  a  marriage 
with  my  niece,  it  shall  be  smooth." 

"  Laura !  why  didn't  you  marry  me  three 
years  ago  ?" 

"Why!  do  you  ask  why?  Could  I  force 
you  to  the  altar  against  your  prudent  convic- 
tions ?  Ah,  Guy,  there  are  some  things  bet- 
ter worth  having  than  silver  and  gold.  I  have 
these,  and  I  have  nothing  else.  Three  years 
ago  I  would  have  followed  you  blindly  through 
all  the  world,  like  the  wakened  beauty  in  the 
'  Day  Dream  ;'  but  you  were  overwise,  and  this 
is  the  result.'' 

She  bent  down  her  head  and  sobbed  ;  but 
when  he  came  near  to  comfort  her  she  shrank 
away. 

"No;  all  that  is  over,"  she  said;  "Kate 
has  won  you — " 

"  Against  my  will,"  he  interrupted. 

"  Yes  ;  against  your  will,  against  your  judg- 
ment, against  your  taste.    1  know  all  that," 
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she  cried,  impetuously;  "still  she  has  won 
you,  and  if  you  find  that  you  can  win  her,  you 
shall  have  a  richly  endowed  bride." 

They  parted  then  very  mournfully,  as  friends. 

The  day  that  had  been  fixed  for  the  wedding- 
day  arrived  ;  and  Kate — on  whom  the  convic- 
tion had  dawned  that  there  was  a  screw  loose 
between  her  aunt  and  her  aunt's  betrothed — sat 
biding  the  issue  of  it  in  a  white  morning  gown 
that  could  easily  be  displaced  for  the  more  elab- 
orate bridal  array.  Suddenly,  upon  her  seclu- 
sion, Laura  Ellington,  the  bride-elect,  broke, 
and  Kate,  looking  up  languidly,  asked — 

"Isn't  Captain  Meredith  rather  late  ?" 

"He  is  here  waiting  for  you,"  was  the  an- 
swer. 

"  For  me!"  Kate  said,  the  remembrance  of 
all  her  little  machinations  causing  a  blush  to 
come  into  her  cheeks. 

"Yes,  for  you — the  man  who  was  to  have 
been  my  husband  waiting  for  you  to  go  to  the 
altar  with  him,"  Laura  Ellington  pursued,  ex- 
citedly. "  I  am  only  three  or  four  years  older 
than  you,  Kate ;  yet  your  life  begins  to-day, 
and  mine  ends.    Will  you  marry  him  ?" 

"  Me  !  Aunt  Laura,  what  bad  taste ! "  Tbe 
girl,  who  had  harmonious  instincts  in  spite  of 
her  inherent  coquetry,  sprang  to  her  feet  as  she 
spoke. 

"  Yes,  you.  This  house,  the  country  place — 
all  my  property — shall  be  yours  as  soon  as  you 
are  his  wife." 

His  wife  !  Captain  Meredith's  wife  !  You 
are  to  be  that.  Aunt  Laura." 

"  I  was  to  have  been  ;  but — ah  !  this  has 
been  play  to  you,  but  worse  than  death  to  me," 
the  poor,  heart-sore  woman  cried.    "  He  loved 


me,  and  was  prudent ;  and  when  the  reign  of 
prudence  was  over,  he  was  false.  Oh  I  Kate  ! 
Kate  !  am  I  mad  ?" 

Her  niece  could  not  answer  her  question. 
The  winning  of  Captain  Meredith's  heart,  and 
the  undermining  of  Captain  Meredith's  honor, 
had  been  a  very  pleasant  pastime  to  this  young 
lady  ;  but  she  had  not  contemplated  any  thing 
so  serious  as  this.  She  did  not  want  to  marry 
Guy  Meredith  herself.  "It  is  impossible  to 
marry  all  the  men  who  love  one,  you  know," 
she  argued  coolly,  when  he  asked  her  to  do  so. 
Besides,  wider  fields  were  open  to  her,  for 
Laura  Ellington  executed  a  deed  of  gift,  where- 
by her  niece  became  possessed  of  all  her  wealth. 
And  shortly  afterward,  that  last  frantic  appeal 
of  Laura — "Kate!  Kate!  am  I  mad?"  was 
answered  tangibly.  "Poor  Miss  Ellington" 
(people  pitied  her  more  than  ever  now)  was  re- 
moved from  her  own  "  luxurious  abode"  (so  the 
penny-a-liner  had  it)  to  the  confines  of  a  private 
lunatic  asylum,  where  she  still  lives.  Always 
dressed  in  white,  like  the  bride  she  believes  her- 
self to  be ;  and  always  stung  to  frenzy  by  the 
suspicion  of  any  thing  like  a  prudential  move- 
ment, or  the  sight  of  a  bit  of  red  cloth.  The 
one  recalls  the  conduct,  the  other  the  cloth  of 
the  lover  who  left  her. 

'  As  for  1  im  !  Kate  never  rewarded  the  per- 
fidy she  haa  caused.  The  beautiful  Miss  El- 
lington, possessed  of  all  her  aunt's  wealth, 
played  for  higher  stakes  than  a  poor  captain  in 
the  line,  with  a  temporarily  good  staff  appoint- 
ment. She  married  a  peer  of  the  realm,  who 
is  endowed  with  a  great  gift  of  forbearance — 
and  It  may  be  added  that  her  Aunt  Laura  is 
not  the  onlv  woman  she  has  driven  mad. 


[Eniered  according  to  Act  of  Coftgress^  in  the  year  1869,  by  Harper  and  Brothers^  in  the  Clerk's  Office  of  the 
District  Court  of  the  United  States.,  for  the  Southern  District  of  New  Vork.] 
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CHAPTER  XVIIL 

AS  I  have  said,  the  battle  was  ended :  but 
there  followed  the  usual  results  of  victorv 
— of  ever  so  great  a  victory — picking  up  the 
wounded  and  burying  the  slain. 

Lady  de  Bougainville  had  only  too  much  of 
this  melancholy  work  on  hand  for  some  days 
following  her  interview  with  Mr.  Summerhayes. 
A  few  hours  after  her  fainting-fit,  Adrienne 
rose  from  bed,  and  appeared  in  the  household 
circle  just  as  usual ;  but  for  weeks  her  white 
face  was  whiter,  and  her  manner  more  listless 
than  ever.  This  love-fancy,  begun  in  the  mer- 
est childhood,  had  taken  deeper  root  in  her 
heart  than  even  her  mother  was  aware  ;  and 
the  tearing  of  it  up  tore  some  of  the  life  away 
with  it. 


She  never  blamed  any  one.  "  Mamma,  you 
were  quite  right,"  she  said,  the  only  time  the 
matter  was  referred  to,  and  then  she  implored 
it  might  never  be  spoken  of  again.  "Mam- 
ma, dearest !  I  could  not  have  married  such  a 
man  ;  I  shall  not  even  love  him — not  for  very 
long.    Pray  be  quite  content  about  me." 

But  for  all  that,  poor  Adrienne  grew  weak 
and  languid;  and  the  slender  hold  she  ever 
had  on  life  seemed  to  slacken  day  by  day. 
She  was  always  patient,  always  sweet ;  but  she 
took  very  little  interest  in  any  thing. 

For  Sir  Edward,  he  seemed  to  have  forgot- 
ten all  about  Mr.  Summerhayes,  and  the  whole 
affair  of  his  daughter's  projected  marriage.  He 
became  entirely  absorbed  in  his  own  feelings 
and  sensations,  imagining  himself  a  victim  to 
one  ailment  after  another,  till  his  wife  never 
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knew  whether  to  smile  or  to  feel  serious  anxi- 
ety. And  that  insidious  disease  which  he 
really  had — at  least  I  think  he  must  have  had, 
though  nobody  gave  it  a  name — was  beginning 
to  show  itself  in  lapses  of  memory  so  painful, 
and  so  evidently  involuntary,  that  no  one  ever 
laughed  at  them  now,  or  said,  with  sarcastic 
emphasis,  "  Papa  forgets."  Then,  too,  he  had 
fits  of  irritability  so  extreme,  mingled  with  cor- 
responding depression  and  remorse,  that  even 
his  wife  did  not  know  what  to  do  with  him. 
Nobody  else  ever  attempted  to  do  any  thing 
with  him.  He  was  thrown  entirely  npon  her 
charge,  and  clung  to  her  with  a  hel])less  depend- 
ence, engrossing  her  whole  time  and  thoughts, 
and  being  jealous  of  her  paying  the  slightest 
attention  to  any  other  than  himself,  even  her 
own  children.  By  this  time  they  had  quitted 
Paris,  which  he  insisted  npon  doing,  and  set- 
tled temporarily  in  London :  where,  between 
him  and  Adrienne,  who  in  his  weakness  though 
not  in  his  selfishness,  so  pathetically  resembled 
her  father,  the  wife  and  mother  was  completely 
absorbed — made  into  a  perfect  slave. 

This  annoyed  extremely  her  son  Cesar,  whose 
bright  healthy  youth  had  little  pity  for  morbid 
fancies  ;  and  who,  when  he  was  told  of  the 
Summerhayes  affair,  considered  his  mother  had 
done  quite  right,  and  was  furious  at  the  thought 
of  his  favorite  sister  wasting  one  sigh  over  "  that 
old  humbug."  "I'll  tell  you  what,  mother — 
find  Adrienne  something  to  do.  Depend  upon 
it,  nothing  keeps  people  straight  like  having 
plenty  to  do.  Let  us  buy  Brierley  Hall,  and 
then  we  will  set  to  work  and  pull  it  down  and 
build  it  up  again.  Fine  -amusement  that  will 
be — grand  occupation  for  both  papa  and  Adri- 
enne." 

Lady  de  Bougainville  laughed  at  her  son's 
rude  boyish  way  of  settling  matters,  but  allowed 
that  there  was  some  common-sense  in  the  plan 
he  suggested.  Only  it  annihilated,  perhaps  for- 
ever, her  own  dreams  about  Oldham  Court. 

"Oh,  never  mind  that,"  reasoned  the  light- 
hearted  young  fellow:  "you  shall  go  back 
again  some  day.  There  are  so  many  of  us, 
some  will  be  sure  to  want  Oldham  Court  to 
live  at ;  or  you  can  have  it  yourself  as  a  dower- 
house.  It  is  securely  ours  ;  we  can  not  get  rid 
of  it ;  Mr.  Langhorne  tells  me  it  is  entailed  on 
the  family.  Unless,  indeed,  you  should  hap- 
pen to  outlive  us  all,  your  six  children,  and — 
say  sixty  grandchildren,  when  you  can  sell  it 
if  you  choose,  and  do  what  you  like  with  the 
money," 

Laughing  at  such  a  ridiculous  possibility. 
Lady  de  Bougainville  patted  her  son's  head, 
told  him  he  was  a  great  goose,  but  nevertheless 
yielded  to  his  reasoning. 

In  this  scheme,  when  formally  consulted — of 
which  formality  he  was  now  more  tenacious 
than  ever — Sir  Edward  also  condescended  to 
agree ;  and  Adrienne,  when  told  of  it,  broke 
into  a  faint  smile  at  the  thought  of  changing 
this  dreary  hotel  life  for  a  real  country  home 
once  more — a  beautiful  old  house  with  a  park 


and  a  lake,  and  a  wood  full  of  primroses  and 
violets :  for  Adrienne  Avas  a  thorough  country 
girl,  who  would  never  be  made  into  a  town  lady. 

So  Brierley  Hall  was  bought,  and  the  resto- 
rations begun,  greatly  to  the  interest  of  every" 
body,  including  the  invalids,  who  brightened 
up  day  by  day.  A  furnished  house  was  taken 
in  Brierley  village,  and  thither  the  whole  fami- 
ly removed :  to  be  on  the  spot,  they  said,  so  as 
to  watch  the  progress  of  their  new  house,  the 
rebuilding  of  which,  Cesar  declared,  was  as  ex- 
citing as  the  re-establishment  of  an  empire. 
True,  this  had  not  been  done  on  the  grand 
scale  Avhich  his  youthful  ambition  planned,  for 
his  wiser  mother  preferred  leaving  the  fine  old 
exterior  walls  intact,  and  only  remodeling  the 
interior  of  the  mansion.  But  still  it  was  an  en- 
tirely new  home,  and  in  a  new  neighborhood, 
where  not  a  soul  knew  any  thing  of  them,  nor 
did  they  know  a  single  soul. 

This  fact  had  its  advantages,  as  Josephine, 
half  pleasurably,  half  painfully,  recognized.  It 
was  a  relief  to  her  to  dwell  among  strangers, 
and  in  places  to  which  was  attached  not  one 
sad  memory  —  like  that  spot  which  some  old 
poet  sings  of,  where 

"No  sod  in  all  the  island  green, 
Has  opened  for  a  grave." 

"This  is  capital !"  Cesar  would  say,  when  he 
and  his  mother  took  their  confidential  stroH  un- 
der the  great  elm  avenue,  or  down  the  ivy  walk, 
after  having  spent  hours  in  watching  the  pro- 
ceedings of  masons  and  carpenters,  painters 
and  paper-hangers,  "I  think  rebuilding  a 
house  is  as  grand  as  founding  a  family — which 
I  mean  to  do," 

"Re-found  it,  as  we  are  doing  here,"  cor- 
rected the  mother  Avith  a  smile,  for  her  son  was 
growing  out  of  her  own  conservative  principles ; 
he  belonged  to  the  new  generation,  and  delight- 
ed in  every  thing  modern  and  fresh.  They  oft- 
en had  sharp,  merry  battles  together,  in  which 
she  sometimes  succumbed  ;  as  many  a  strong- 
minded  mother  will  do  to  an  eldest  and  favorite 
son,  and  rather  enjoy  her  defeat. 

Cesar  was  very  much  at  home  this  year,  both 
because  it  was  an  interregnum  between  his  col- 
lege life  and  his  choice  of  a  profession,  which 
still  hung  doubtful,  and  because  his  mother  was 
glad  to  have  him  about  her,  sjipplying  the  need 
tacitly  felt  of  "  a  man  in  the  house" — instead  of 
a  fidgety  and  vacillating  hypochondriac.  No 
one  gave  this  name  to  Sir  Edward,  but  all  his 
family  understood  the  facts  of  the  case,  and 
acted  upon  them.  It  was  impossible  to  do 
otherwise.  He  was  quite  incapable  of  govern- 
ing, and  therefore  was  silently  and.  respectfully 
deposed. 

Nevertheless,  by  the  strong  influence  of  his 
ever-watchful  guardian,  his  wife,  the  sacred 
veil  of  sickness  was  gradually  dropped  over  all 
his  imperfections ;  and  though  he  was  little 
consulted  or  allowed  to  be  troubled  Avilh  any 
thing,  his  comfort  was  made  the  first  law  of  the 
household,  and  every  thing  done  for  the  amuse- 
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ment  and  gratification  of  "poor  papa,"  "With 
which  arrangement  papa  was  quite  satisfied ; 
and,  though  he  never  did  any  thing,  doubtless 
considered  himself  as  the  central  sun  of  the 
whole  establishment :  that  is,  if  he  ever  thought 
about  it  at  all,  or  about  any  thing  beyond  him- 
self. It  was  as  difficult  to  draw  the  line  where 
his  selfishness  ended  and  his  real  incapacity 
began,  as  it  is  in  some  men  to  decide  what  is 
madness  and  what  actual  badness.  Some  psy- 
chologists have  started  the  comfortable  but  rath- 
er dangerous  theory,  that  all  badness  must  be 
madness.  God  knows !  Meantime,  may  He 
keep  us  all,  or  one  day  make  us,  sane  and 
sound ! 

This  condition  of  the  nominal  head  of  the 
household  was  a  certain  drawback  when  the 
neighbors  began  to  call ;  and,  as  was  natural, 
all  the  county  opened  its  arms  to  Sir  Edward 
and  Lady  de  Bougainville  and  their  charming 
family.  For  charming  they  were  at  once  pro- 
nounced to  be,  and  with  reason.  Though  lit- 
tle was  known  of  them  beyond  the  obvious 
facts  of  a  title,  a  fortune,  and  the  tales  whis- 
pered about  by  their  servants  of  hoAv  they  had 
just  come  from  Paris,  where  they  had  mingled 
in  aristocratic  and  even  royal  circles,  still  this 
was  enough.  And  the  sight  of  them,  at  church, 
and  elsewhere,  confirmed  every  favorable  im- 
pression. They  were  soon  invited  out  in  all 
directions,  and  courted  to  an  extent  that  even 
Sir  Edward  might  have  been  content  with,  in 
the  neighborhood  which  they  had  selected  as 
their  future  home. 

But,  strange  to  say.  Sir  Edward's  thirst  for 
society  had  now  entirely  ceased.  He  consid- 
ered it  an  intolerable  bore  to  be  asked  out  to 
dinner ;  and  when  he  did  go,  generally  sat  si- 
lent, or  made  himself  as  disagreeable  as  he  had 
once  been  agreeable  in  company.  The  simple 
law  of  good-manners — that  a  man  may  stay  at 
home  if  he  chooses,  but  if  he  does  go  out,  he 
ought  to  make  himself  as  pleasant  as  he  can — 
was  not  recognized  by  poor  Sir  Edward.  Nor 
would  he  have  guests  at  his  own  house ;  it  was 
too  troublesome,  he  said,  and  he  was  sure  no- 
body ever  came  to  see  him,  but  only  to  see  the 
young  people  and  their  mother.  He  was  not 
going  to  put  himself  out  in  order  to  entertain 
their  visitors.  So  it  came  to  pass,  that  in  this 
large  establishment  the  family  were  soon  afraid 
even  of  asking  .an  accidental  friend  to  dinner. 

But  over  these  and  other  vagaries  of  her 
master,  which  old  Bridget  used  to  tell  me  of, 
let  me  keep  silence — the  tender  silence  which 
Lady  de  Bougainville  scrupulously  kept  when- 
ever she  referred  to  this  period  of  her  life,  ex- 
ternally so  rich,  so  prosperous,  so  happy.  And, 
I  l)elieve,  looked  back  upon  from  the  distance 
of  years,  she  herself  felt  it  to  have  been  so. 

I  think  the  same.  I  do  not  wish  her  to  be 
pitied  overmuch,  as  if  her  life  had  been  one 
long  tragedy ;  for  that  was  not  true ;  no  lives 
are.  They  are  generally  a  mixture  of  tragedy 
and  comedy,  ups  and  downs,  risings  and  fall- 
ings as  upon  sea-waves,  or  else  a  brief  space 


of  sailing  with  the  current  over  smooth  sun- 
shiny waters,  as  just  now  this  family  were  sail- 
ing. A  gay,  happy  young  family ;  for  even 
Adrienne  began  to  lift  up  her  head  like  a  snow- 
drop after  frost,  and  go  now  and  then  to  a 
dance  or  an  archery  meeting  ;  while  at  the 
same  time  she  was  steadily  constant  to  the 
occupations  she  liked  best  —  walking,  basket- 
laden,  to  the  cottages  about  Brierley,  Avherever 
there  was  any  body  sick,  or  poor,  or  old  ;  teach- 
ing in  the  Sunday-school ;  and  being  on  the 
friendliest  terms  with  every  child  in  the  parish. 
Some  of  these,  become  grown-up  fathers  and 
mothers,  had  cherished,  I  found,  such  a  tender 
recollection  of  her — her  mild,  pale  face,  and 
her  sweet  ways — that  there  are  now  in  Brierley 
several  little  girls  called  "  Addy,"  or  "  Ador- 
ine,"  which  was  their  parents'  corruption  of  the 
quaint  foreign  name  after  which  they  had  been 
christened,  the  name  of  Miss  de  Bougainville. 

Looking  at  her,  her  mother  gradually  be- 
came content.  There  are  worse  things  than 
an  unfortunate  love — a  miserable  marriage,  for 
instance.  And  with  plenty  of  money,  plenty 
of  time,  and  a  moderate  amount  of  health  (not 
much,  alas !  for  Adrienne's  winter  cough  always 
returned),  an  unmarried  woman  can  fill  up  many 
a  small  blank  in  others'  lives,  and,  when  she 
dies,  leave  a  wide  blank  for  that  hitherto  un- 
noticed life  of  her  own. 

They  must,  on  the  whole,  have  led  a  merry 
existence,  and  been  a  goodly  sight  to  see,  these 
young  De  Bougainvilles,  during  the  two  years 
that  Sir  Edward  was  restoring  Brierley  Hall. 
When  they  walked  into  church,  filling  the 
musty  old  pew  with  a  perfect  gush  of  youth 
and  bloom,  hearty  boyhood  and  beautiful  girl- 
hood ;  or  when  in  a  battalion,  half  horse,  half 
foot,  they  attended  archery  parties,  and  cricket 
meetings,  and  picnics,  creating  quite  a  sensa- 
tion, and  reviving  all  thegayety  of  the  county — 
their  mother  must  have  been  exceedingly  proud 
of  them. 

"Only  three  of  us  at  a  time,  please,"  she 
would  answer,  in  amused  deprecation,  to  the 
heaps  of  invitations  which  came  for  dinners, 
and  dances,  and  whatnot.  "We  shall  over- 
run 3'ou  like  the  Goths  and  Vandals,  we  are  so 
many. " 

"We  are  so  many!"  Ah!  poor  fond  mo- 
ther, planning  room  after  room  in  her  large 
house,  and  sometimes  fearing  that  Brierley  Hall 
itself  would  not  be  big  enough  to  contain  her 
children.  "So  many!"  Well,  they  are  again 
the  same  number  now. 

By  the  time  the  Hall  was  finished,  the  De 
Bougainvilles  had  fairly  established  their  posi- 
tion as  one  of  the  most  attractive  and  popular 
families  in  the  neighborhood.  The  young  peo- 
ple were  pronounced  delightful ;  the  mother  in 
her  beautiful  middle-age  was  almost  as  young 
as  any  of  them,  always  ready  to  share  in  and 
advance  the  amusements  of  her  children,  and 
keep  them  from  feeling  their  father's  condition 
as  any  cloud  upon  themselves.  She  stood  a 
constant  and  safe  barrier  between  him  and 
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them  ; — a  steady  -wall ;  with  sunshine  on  the 
one  side  and  shade  on  the  other,  but  which  nev- 
er betrayed  the  mystery  of  either.  Many  a 
time,  after  a  sleepless  night  or  a  weary  day,  she 
would  quit  her  husband  for  an  hour  or  two,  and 
come  down  among  her  children  with  the  bright- 
est face  possible,  ready  to  hear  of  all  their  pleas- 
ures, share  in  their  interests,  and  be  courteous 
and  cordial  to  their  new  friends ;  who,  young 
and  old,  were  loud  in  admiration  of  Lady  de 
Bougainville.  Also,  so  well, did  she  maintain 
his  dignity,  and  shield  his  peculiarities  by  wise 
excuses,  that  every  body  was  exceedingly  civil, 
and  even  sympathetic,  to  Sir  Edward.  He 
might  have  enjoyed  his  once  favorite  amuse- 
ment of  dining  out  every  day,  had  he  chosen ; 
but  he  seldom  did  choose,  and  shut  himself  up 
from  society  almost  entirely. 

At  length  the  long-deserted  mansion  was  an 
inhabited  house  once  more.  Light,  merry  feet 
ran  up  and  down  the  noble  staircase ;  voices, 
singing  and  calling,  were  heard  in  and  out  of 
the  Hall ;  and  every  evening  there  was  laugh- 
ter, and  chatter,  and  music  without  end  in  the 
tapestry-room,  which  the  young  De  Bougain- 
villes  preferred  to  any  other.  It  was  "  so  fun- 
ny," they  said  ;  and  when  a  house-warming  was 
proposed,  a  grand  ball,  to  requite  the  innumer- 
able hospitalities  the  family  had  received  since 
they  came  to  the  neighborhood,  Ce'sar,  and 
Louis  too — so  far  as  Louis  condescended  to  such 
mundane  things,  being  a  student  and  a  youth  of 
poetical  mind — insisted  that  the  dancing  should 
take  place  there. 

"  It  would  be  grand,"  said  they,  "  to  see  these 
ghostly  gentlemen  and  ladies  looking  down 
upon  us  flesh  and  blood  creatures,  so  full  of 
fun,  and  enjoying  life  so  much.  Mamma,  you 
must  manage  it  for  us.  You  can  persuade  papa 
to  any  thing — persuade  him  to  let  us  have  a 
ball." 

She  promised,  but  doubtfully,  and  the  ques- 
tion long  hung  in  the  balance,  until  some  acci- 
dental caller  happened  to  suggest  to  Sir  Edward 
that  with  his  rank  and  fortune  he  ought  to  take 
the  lead  in  society,  and  give  entertainments  that 
would  outshine  the  whole  county.  So  one  day 
he  turned  suddenly  round,  not  only  gave  his 
consent  to  the  ball,  but  desired  that  it  might  be 
given  in  the  greatest  splendor,  and  with  no 
sparing  of  expense,  so  that  the  house-warming 
at  Brierley  Hall  might  be  talked  of  for  years 
in  the  neighborhood.    It  was. 

"Now,  really,  papa  has  been  very  good  in 
this  matter,"  said  Cesar,  rather  remorsefully,  to 
his  sister,  as  they  stood  watching  him  creep 
from  room  to  room,  leaning  on  his  wife's  arm, 
and  taking  a  momentary  pleasure  in  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  preparations  in  ball-room  and  supper- 
room.  The  young  folks  had  now  grown  so  used 
to  their  father's  self-engrossed  valetudinarian- 
ism that  they  took  little  notice  of  him,  except 
to  pay  him  all  respect  when  he  did  appear 
among  them,  and  get  out  of  his  way  as  soon  as 
they  could.  As  ever,  he  was  the  "wet  blank- 
et" upon  all  their  gayety — the  cloud  in  their 


sunshiny  young  lives.  But  now  he  could  not 
help  this  ;  once  he  could. 

It  was  astonishing  how  little  these  young 
people  saw  of  their  father,  especially  after  he 
came  to  Brierley  Hall.  He  had  his  own  apart- 
ments, in  which  he  spent  most  of  his  time,  rare- 
ly joining  the  family  circle  except  at  meals. 
His  children's  company  he  never  sought ;  they 
knew  scarcely  any  thing  of  him  and  his  ways, 
and  their  mother  was  satisfied  that  it  should  be 
so.  The  secrets  of  the  life  to  which  she  had 
once  voluntarily  linked  her  own,  and  with  which 
she  had  traveled  on,  easily  or  hardly,  these  many 
years,  were  known  to  her,  and  her  alone.  Best 
so.  Though  she  was  constantly  with  him,  and 
her  whole  thought  seemed  to  be  to  minister  to 
his  comforts  and  contribute  to  his  amusement, 
it  was  curious  how  little  she  ever  talked  to  her 
children  about  their  father. 

The  day  of  the  ball  arrived.  One  or  two 
persons  yet  living,  relics  of  the  families  then 
belonging  to  the  neighborhood,  have  told  me 
of  it,  and  how  splendid  it  was— finer  than  any 
entertainment  of  the  kind  ever  remembered 
about  Brierley.  Though  it  was  winter  time, 
and  the  snow  lay  thick  upon  the  ground,  peo- 
ple came  to  it  for  fifteen  miles  round  —  the 
grand  people  of  the  county.  As  for  the  poor 
people  —  Miss  de  Bougainville's  poor  —  they 
were  taken  by  herself  beforehand  to  see  the 
beautiful  sight,  the  supper-room  glittering  with 
crystal  and  plate,  and  the  decorated  ball-room, 
which  was  really  the  tapestry-room,  both  on 
account  of  Cesar's  wish,  and  because  Sir  Ed- 
ward thought,  as  a  small  flight  of  stairs  alone 
divided  it  from  his  bedroom,  he  would  be  able 
to  go  in  and  out  and  Avatch  the  dancers,  retir- 
ing when  he  pleased.  He  had  declined  ap- 
pearing at  supper,  which  would  be  far  too  much 
trouble ;  but  he  was  gratified  by  the  handsome 
appearance  of  every  thing,  and  in  so  bland  a 
mood  that  he  consented  to  his  wife's  desire  that 
there  should  be  next  day  a  second  dance  in  the 
servants'  hall,  where  their  humbler  neighbors 
might  enjoy  the  remnants  of  the  feast.  And 
as  she  arranged  all  this,  Lady  de  Bougainville 
felt  in  her  heart  that  it  was  good  to  be  rich — 
good  to  have  power  in  her  hands,  so  as  to  be 
able  to  make  her  children  and  her  friends  hap- 
py—  to  spread  for  them  a  merry,  hospitable 
feast,  and  yet  have  enough  left  to  fill  many  a 
basket  of  fragments  for  the  poor. 

"When  your  father  and  I  are  gone,"  she 
said  to  Cesar — after  telling  him  what  he  was  to 
do  as  the  young  host  of  the  evening — "  when  we 
have  slipped  away  and  you  reign  here  in  our 
stead,  don't  ever  forget  the  poor ;  we  were  poor 
ourselves  once." 

No  one  would  have  thought  it  who  saw  her 
now,  moving  about  her  large  house,  and  gov- 
erning it  with  a  wise  liberality.  All  her  pet- 
ty, pathetic  economies  had  long  ceased  ;  she 
dressed  well,  kept  her  house  w^ell,  and  spared 
no  reasonable  luxury  to  either  herself  or  her 
children.  She  took  pleasure  in  this,  the  first 
large  hospitality  she  had  ever  exercised — al- 
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most  as  much  pleasure  as  her  children ;  until, 
just  at  the  last  moment,  a  cloud  was  cast  over 
their  mirth  by  Sir  Edward's  taking  offense  at 
some  trifle,  becoming  extremely  irritable,  and 
declaring  he  would  not  appear  at  night  at  all — 
they  might  manage  things  all  themselves,  and 
enjoy  themselves  without  him,  as  they  were  in 
the  habit  of  doing.  And  he  shut  himself,  and 
his  wife  too,  in  his  own  room,  whence  she  did 
not  emerge  till  quite  late  in  the  day. 

"It  is  very  vexing,  certainly,"  she  owned  to 
Cesar,  who  was  lying  in  wait  for  her  as  she 
came  out ;  "but  we  must  let  him  have  his  own 
way.    Poor  papa  I" 

And  after  her  boy  left  her — for  he  Avas  too 
angry  to  say  much — Josephine  stood  for  a  min- 
ute at  the  window  of  the  ante-room  which  di- 
vided her  room  from  that  of  the  girls,  who  were 
all  dressing  and  laughing  together.  Once  or 
twice  she  sighed,  and  looked  out  wistfully  on 
the  clear  moonlight  shining  on  the  snow.  Was 
she  tired  of  this  world,  with  all  its  vanities  and 
vexations  of  spirit?  Or  was  her  soul,  which - 
had  learned  much  of  late,  full  only  of  pity,  and 
a  certain  remorseful  sorrow  that  there  should 
be  nothing  else  but  pity  left,  for  the  man  who 
had  been  her  husband  all  these  years  ?  I  knoAv 
not ;  I  can  not  sufficiently  put  myself  in  her 
place  to  comprehend  what  her  feelings  must 
have  been.  But  whatever  they  were  she  kept 
them  to  herself,  and  went  with  a  smiling  face 
into  her  daughters'  chambers. 

There  were  two,  one  for  the  younger  girls — 
a  quaint  apartment,  hung  with  Chinese  paper, 
covered  over  with  quaint  birds,  and  fishes,  and 
flowers  ;  and  another,  the  cheerfnlest  in  the 
house,  where  the  fire-light  shone  upon  crimson 
curtains  and  a  pretty  French  bed,  and  left  in 
shadow  the  grim  "worn  face  of  John  the  Baptist 
over  the  fire-place  ;  I  know  the  room.  There 
Bridget  stood  brushing  the  lovely  curls  of  Miss 
Adrienne,  for  whom  her  mother  had  carefully 
chosen  a  ball-dress,  enveloping  her  defective 
figure  in  clouds  of  white  gauze,  and  putting 
tender  blush  roses  —  real  sweet-scented  hot- 
house roses — in  her  bosom  and  her  hair ;  so  that 
for  once  poor  fragile  Adrienne  looked  absolute- 
ly pretty.  For  the  two  others,  Gabrielle  and 
Catherine,  they  looked  pretty  in  any  thing. 
If  I  remember  right  Bridget  told  me  they  wore 
this  night  white  muslin — the  loveliest  dress  for 
any  young  girl  —  Avith  red  camellias  in  their 
bosoms,  and  I  think  ivy  in  their  hair.  Some- 
thing real,  I  know  it  was,  for  their  mother  had 
a  dislike  to  artificial  flowers  as  ornaments. 

She  dressed,  first  her  daughters  and  then 
herself ;  wearing  her  favorite  black  velvet,  and 
looking  the  handsomest  of  them  all.  She  walk- 
ed round  her  beautiful  rooms,  glittering  with 
wax-lights,  and  tried  to  put  on  a  cheerful  coun- 
tenance. 

"It  is  a  great  pity  of  course,  papa's  taking 
this  fancy;  but  we  must  frame  some  excuse 
for  him,  and  not  fret  about  it.  Let  us  make 
ourselves  and  every  body  about  us  as  cheerful 
as  we  can." 


"Yes,  mamma,"  said  Adrienne,  whose  slight- 
ly pensive  but  not  unhappy  face  showed  that, 
somehow  or  other,  she  too  had  already  learned 
that  lesson. 

"Mamma,"  cried  Ce'sar  and  Louis  together, 
"you  are  a  wonderful  woman  I" 

Whether  wonderful  or  not,  she  was  the  wo- 
man that  God  made  her  and  meant  her  to  be : 
nor  had  she  wasted  the  gifts,  such  as  they  were. 
When,  in  years  long  after,  her  children's  fond 
tongues  being  silent,  others  ventured  to  praise 
her,  this  was  the  only  thing  to  which  Lady 
de  Bougainville  would  ever  own.  "I  did  my 
best,"'  she  would  answer — her  sweet,  dim  old 
eyes  growing  dreamy,  as  if  looking  back  calmly 
upon  that  long  tract  of  time — "  Yes,  I  believe 
I  did  my  best." 

Most  country  balls  are  much  alike ;  so  there 
is  no  need  minutely  to  describe  this  one.  Its 
most  noticeable  feature  was  the  hostess  and  her 
children,  who  were,  every  body  agreed — and 
the  circumstance  was  remembered  for  years — 
"quite  a  picture;"  so  seldom  was  it  that  a 
lady,  still  young-looking  enough  to  have  passed 
for  her  eldest  son's  sister  instead  of  his  mother, 
should  be  surrounded  by  so  goodly  a  family, 
descending,  step  by  step,  to  the  youngest  child, 
with  apparently  not  a  single  break  or  loss. 

"  You  are  a  very  fortunate  and  a  very  happy 
woman,"  said  to  her  one  of  her  neighbors,  who 
had  lost  much  —  husband,  child,  and  worldly 
wealth. 

"Thank  God,  yes!"  answered  gently  Lady 
de  Bougainville. 

Every  body  of  course  regretted  Sir  Edward's 
absence  and  his  "  indisposition,"  which  was  the 
reason  assigned  for  it ;  though  perhaps  he  was 
not  so  grievously  missed  as  he  would  have 
liked  to  be.  But  every  body  seemed  wishful 
to  cheer  the  hostess  by  double  attentions,  and 
congratulations  on  the  admirable  way  in  which 
her  son  Cesar  supplied  his  father's  place.  And, 
after  supper,  the  rector  of  Brierley,  who  was 
also  the  oldest  inhabitant  there,  made  a  pretty 
little  speech,  giving  the  health  of  their  absent 
host,  and  expressing  the  general  satisfaction  at 
Sir  Edward's  taking  up  his  residence  in  the 
neighborhood,  and  the  hope  that  the  De  Bou- 
gainvilles  of  Brierley  Hall  might  become  an 
important  family  in  the  county  for  many  gen- 
erations. 

After  supper  the  young  folks  began  dancing 
again,  and  the  old  folks  looked  on,  sitting 
round  the  room  or  standing  in  the  doorway. 
Lady  de  Bougainville  looked  on  too,  glancing 
sometimes  from  the  brilliantly  lighted  crowd 
of  moving  figures  to  that  other  crowd  of  figures 
on  the  tapestried  wall,  so  silent  and  shadowy. 
How  lifelike  was  the  one — how  phantom-like 
the  other !  Who  would  ever  have  thought 
they  would  one  day  have  changed  places : 
those  all  vanished,  and  these  remained  ? 

It  was  toward  one  o'clock  in  the  morning 
that  a  thing  happened  which  made  this  ball 
an  event  never  forgotten  in  the  neighborhood 
while  the  generation  that  was  present  at  it  sur- 
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vived.  Not  only  Bridget,  but  several  extrane- 
ous spectators,  have  described  the  scene  to  me 
as  one  of  the  most  startling  and  painful  that  it 
was  possible  to  witness. 

The  gayety  was  at  its  climax  :  cheered  by 
their  good  supper,  the  dancers  were  dancing 
and  the  musicians  were  playing  their  very  best : 
all  but  a  few  guests,  courteously  waited  for  by 
Cesar  and  Adrienne,  had  returned  to  the  ball- 
room ;  and  Lady  de  Bougainville,  supplying 
her  elder  children's  place,  was  moving  brightly 
hither  and  thither,  smiling  pleasantly  on  the 
smiling  crowd. 

Suddenly  a  door  was  half  opened — the  door 
at  the  further  end  leading  by  a  short  staircase 
to  Lady  de  Bougainville's  bedchamber.  Some 
of  the  dancers  shut  it;  but  in  a  minute  more  it 
was  again  stealthily  set  ajar,  and  a  face  peered 
out — a  weird  white  face,  with  long  black  hair 
hanging  from  under  a  white  tasseled  night-cap. 
It  was  followed  by  a  figure,  thin  and  spare, 
wrapped  in  a  white  flannel  dressing-gown. 
The  unstockinged  feet  were  thrust  into  slippers, 
and  a  cambric  handkerchief  strongly  perfumed 
was  flourished  in  the  sickly-looking  hands. 
Such  an  apparition,  half  sad,  half  ludicrous, 
was  never  before  seen  in  a  ball-room. 

At  first  it  was  only  perceived  by  those  near- 
est the  door,  and  they  did  not  recognize  it  until 
somebody  whispered  "Sir  Edward."  "He's 
drunk,  surely,"  was  the  next  suggestion ;  and 
one  or  two  gentlemen  spoke  to  him  and  tried 
to  lure  him  back  out  of  the  room. 

No,  he  was  not  drunk  ;  whatever  his  failings, 
intemperance  had  never  been  among  them.  It 
was  something  far  worse,  if  worse  be  possible. 
The  few  who  addressed  him,  and  met  in  return 
the  vacant  stare  of  that  wild  wandering  eye, 
saw  at  once  that  it  was  an  eye  out  of  which  the 
light  of  reason  had  departed,  either  temporari- 
ly or  forever. 

The  well-meant  efforts  to  get  him  out  of 
the  room  proved  fruitless.  He  broke  away 
with  a  look  of  terror  from  the  hands  which 
detained  him,  and  began  to  dart  in  and  out 
among  the  dancers  like  a  hunted  creature. 
Girls  screamed — the  quadrille  was  interrupted  i 
— the  music  stopped — and  in  the  sudden  lull 
of  silence.  Lady  de  Bougainville,  standing  talk- 
ing at  the  further  end  of  the  room,  heard  a 
shrill  voice  calling  her. 

"Josephine!  Josephine!     Where   is  my 
wife  ?    Somebody  has  taken  away  my  wife  I" 

Whether  she  had  in  some  dim  way  forebod- 
ed a  similar  catastrophe,  and  so  when  it  came 
was  partially  prepared  for  it,  or  whether  the 
vital  necessity  of  the  moment  compelled  her 
into  almost  miraculous  self-control,  I  can  not 
tell ;  but  the  testimony  of  all  who  were  pres- 
ent at  that  dreadful  scene  declares  that  Lady 
de  Bougainville's  conduct  throughout  it  was 
something  wonderful :  even  when,  catching 
sight  of  her  through  the  throng,  the  poor  de- 
mented figure  rushed  up  to  her,  and,  as  if  fly- 
ing there  for  refuge,  clung  with  both  arms  { 
about  her  neck.  1 


"Josephine,  save  me!  These  people  are 
hunting  me  down ;  I  know  they  are.  Dear 
wife,  save  me !" 

She  soothed  him  with  quiet  words,  very 
quiet,  though  they  came  out  of  lips  blanched 
dead-white.  But  she  never  lost  her  self-com- 
mand for  a  moment.  Taking  no  notice  of  any 
body  else — and  indeed  the  guests  instinctively 
shrunk  back,  leaving  her  and  him  together — 
she  tried  to  draw  her  husband  out  of  the  room; 
but  he  violently  resisted.  Not  until  she  said 
imperatively,  "Edward,  you  must  come!"  did 
he  allow  her  to  lead  him,  by  slow  degi'ees, 
through  the  ball-room,  to  the  door  by  which  he 
had  entered  it. 

It  was  a  piteous  sight  —  a  dreadful  sight. 
There  was  not  even  the  sublimity  of  madness 
about  it :  no  noble  mind  overthrown,  no 

*'  Sweet  bells  jangled  out  of  tuue  and  harsh." 

Sir  Edward's  condition  was  that  of  mere  fatuity 
— a  weak'soul  sinking  gradually  into  premature 
senility.  And  the  way  in  which  his  wife,  so 
far  from  being  startled  and  paralyzed  by  it, 
seemed  quite  accustomed  to  his  state,  and  un- 
derstanding how  to  manage  it,  betrayed  a  se- 
cret more  terrible  still,  which  had  never  before 
been  suspected  by  her  guests  and  good  neigh- 
bors. They  all  looked  at  one  another,  and  then 
at  her,  with  eyes  of  half-frightened  compassion, 
but  not  one  of  them  attempted  to  interfere. 

She  stood  a  minute — she,  the  tall,  stately 
woman,  with  her  diamonds  flashing  and  her 
velvet  gown  trailing  behind  her,  and  that  for- 
lorn, tottering  figure  clinging  to  her  arm — and. 
casting  a  look  of  mute  appeal  to  those  nearest 
her,  whispered:  "Don't  alarm  my  children, 
please.  Take  no  notice — let  the  dancing  go  on 
as  before;"  and  was  slipping  out  of  sight  with 
her  husband,  when  Sir  Edward  suddenly  stopped. 

"  Wait  a  minute,  my  dear,"  said  he.  A  ne\\ 
whim  seemed  to  strike  him ;  he  threw  himself 
into  an  attitude,  wrapjjing  the  folds  of  his  dress- 
ing-gown about  him  something  like  a  clergy- 
man's gown,  and  flourishing  his  white  pocket- 
handkerchief  with  an  air  of  elegant  ease  quite 
I  ghastly  to  witness. 

"Ladies  and  gentlemen — no,  I  mean  my 
dear  friends  and  brethren — you  see  my  wife,  a 
lady  I  am  exceedingly  proud  of ;  she  comes  of 
very  high  family,  and  has  been  the  best  and 
kindest  wife  to  me."  The  sentence  was  begun 
ore  rotundo^  in  a  strained,  oratorical,  pulpit 
tone,  gradually  dwindling  down  almost  to  a 
whine. 

"She  is  very  kind  to  me  still,"  he  resumed, 
but  querulously  and  petulantly,  like  a  complain- 
ing child.  "Only  she  worries  me  sometimes  ; 
she  makes  me  eat  my  dinner  when  I  don't  want 
it;  and,  would  you  believe  it?" — breaking  into 
a  silly  kind  of  laugh — "she  won't  let  me  catch 
flies !  Not  that  there  are  many  flies  left  to 
catch — it  is  winter  now.  I  saw  the  snow  lying 
on  the  ground,  and  I  am  so  cold.  Wrap  me 
{  up,  Josej)iiine  ;  I  am  so  very  cold  I" 
1     Shivering,  the  poor  creature  clung  to  her 
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once  more,  continuing  his  grumblings,  which 
had  dropped  down  to  a  mere  mutter,  quite  un- 
intelligible to  those  around.  They  shrunk 
away  still  further,  with  a  mixture  of  awe  and 
pity,  while  his  wife  half  drew,  half  carried  him 
up  the  few  stairs  that  led  to  his  bedroom  door. 
It  closed  upon  the  two ;  and  from  that  hour  un- 
til the  day  when  they  were  invited  to  his  funer- 
al, none  of  his  neighbors,  nor  indeed  any  one 
out  of  his  own  immediate  family,  ever  saw  any 
more  of  poor  Sir  Edward  de  Bougainville. 

And  they  heard  very  little  either.  The  Bri- 
erley  doctor,  whom  some  one  had  sent  for,  came 
immediately,  was  admitted  just  as  a  matter  of 
form,  reported  that  the  patient  was  asleep,  but 
really  seemed  to  know  little  or  nothing  about 
his  illness.  Nor  did  the  sick  man's  own  chil- 
dren, to  whom  every  body,  of  course,  spoke 
delicately  and  with  caution  during  the  brief  in- 
terval that  elapsed  before  the  ball  broke  up  and 
the  guests  dispersed.  They  were  very  kindly 
and  considerate  guests — would  have'done  any 
thing  in  the  world  for  their  hostess  and  her  fam- 
ily ;  but  the  case  seemed  one  in  which  nobody 
could  do  any  thing.  So,  after  a  while,  the  last 
carriage  rolled  away ;  Cesar,  left  sole  repre- 
sentative of  the  hospitality  of  the  family,  saw 
the  visitors  depart  with  due  attention  and  many 
apologies,  but  as  few  explanations  as  could  pos- 
sibly be  made.  He  was  his  mother's  own  son 
already,  both  for  reticence  and  self-control. 

When  the  house  was  quiet,  he  insisted  upon 
all  the  servants  and  children  going  to  bed  ;  but 
he  and  Adrienne,  who  had  at  first  terribly 
broken  down,  and  afterward  recovered  herself, 
spent  the  remainder  of  the  night — the  chilly 
winter  night — sitting  on  the  little  stair  outside 
their  parents'  door. 

Once  or  twice  the  mother  came  out  to  them, 
and  insisted  on  their  retiring  to  rest. 

"  Papa  is  fast  asleep  still — he  may  sleep  till 
morning — he  often  does.  Indeed,  I  am  quite 
used  to  this,  it  never  alarms  me.  Don't  vex 
your  dear  hearts  about  me,  my  childi-en,''  she 
added,  breaking  into  a  faint  smile  as  she  stoop- 
ed over  them  and  patted  their  hair.  "  You 
are  too  young  for  sorrow.  It  Avill  come  m 
God's  own  time  to  you  all." 

So  said  she,  with  a  sigh  ;  mourning  over  the 
possible  chance  of  her  children's  lives  being  as 
hard  as  her  own,  nor  knowing  how  vain  was 
the  lamentation.  Still,  her  feeling  on  this  point 
was  so  strong  and  immovable,  that,  say  what 
they  would,  nothing  could  induce  her  to  let 
either  son  or  daughter  share  her  forlorn  Avatch  ; 
both  then  and  afterward  she  firmly  resisted  all 
attempts  of  the  kind.  I  fancy,  besides  the  rea- 
son she  gave,  there  were  others  equally  strong 
— a  pathetic  kind  of  shame  lest  other  eyes  than 
her  own  should  see  the  wreck  her  husband  had 
become,  and  a  wish  to  keep  up  to  the  last, 
above  all  before  her  children,  some  shadowy 
image  of  him  in  his  best  self,  by  which,  and 
not  by  the  reality,  he  might  be  remembered 
after  he  was  gone. 

The  end,  however,  was  by  no  means  at  hand, 


and  she  knew  it,  or  at  least  had  good  reason 
for  believing  so.  The  most  painful  thing  about 
Sir  Edward's  illness  was  that  the  weaker  his 
mind  became  the  stronger  his  body  seemed  to 
grow.  Mr.  Oldham's  state  had  been  pitiable 
enough,  Josephine  once  thought,  but  here  was 
the  reasoning  brain,  not  merely  imprisoned,  but 
slowly  decaying  within  its  bodily  habitation, 
the  mere  physical  qualities  long  outlasting — 
and  God  only  knew  how  many  years  they  might 
outlast — the  mental  ones  ;  for  Sir  Edward  was 
still  in  the  middle  of  life.  When  she  looked 
into  futurity  Josephine  shivered  ;  and  horrible 
though  the  thought  was  to  enter  her  mind,  still 
it  did  enter,  when  he  sufi'ered  very  much — that 
the  heart-disease  of  which  Dr.  Waters  had 
warned  her,  and  against  which  she  had  ever 
since  been  constantly  on  her  guard,  might  after 
all  be  less  a  terror  than  a  mercy. 

He  did  suffer  very  much  at  times,  poor  Sir 
Edward !  There  were  at  intervals  many  fluc- 
tuations, in  which  he  was  pathetically  con- 
scious of  his  own  state,  and  to  what  it  tended; 
nay,  even,  in  a  dim  way,  of  the  burden  he  Avas, 
and  was  likely  to  become,  to  every  body.  And 
he  had  an  exceeding  fear  of  death  and  dying 
— a  terror  so  great  that  he  could  not  bear  the 
words  spoken  in  his  presence.  In  his  daily 
drives  with  his  wife — often  with  the  carriage- 
blinds  down,  for  he  could  not  endure  the  light, 
or  the  sight  of  chance  people — nothing  would 
induce  him  to  pass  Ditchley  church-yard. 

"It  is  very  strange,"  Josephine  would  say 
to  Bridget,  who  now,  as  ever,  either  knew  or 
guessed  more  than  any  one  her  mistress's 
cares.  "  He  is  so  afraid  of  dying ;  when  I 
feel  so  tired  ! — so  tired  ! — when  I  ^  would  so 
gladly  lay  me  down  to  rest,  if  it  were  not  for 
my  children.  I  must  try  to  live  a  little  lon- 
ger, if  only  for  my  children." 

But  yet,  Bridget  told  me,  she  saw  day  by 
day  Lady  de  Bougainville  slowly  altering  un- 
der the  Aveight  of  her  anxieties,  growing  Avasted, 
and  old,  and  pale,  Avitli  constant  confinement 
to  the  one  room,  out  of  which  Sir  Edward 
AA'ould  scarcely  let  her  stir  by  night  or  by  day. 
Seldom  did  she  get  an  hour's  refreshing  talk 
Avith  her  children,  who  Avere  so  entirely  left  to 
themseh'es  in  that  large  empty  house,  Avhere 
of  course  no  visitors  Avere  now  possible.  It 
Avould  have  been  a  dull  house  to  them,  Avith  all 
its  grandeur,  had  they  not  been,  by  all  ac- 
counts, such  remarkably  bright  young  people, 
inheriting  all  the  French  liveliness  and  Irish 
versatility,  based  upon  that  solid  ground-Avork 
of  conscientiousness  Avhich  their  mother  had 
implanted  in  them,  implanted  in  her  by  the 
centuries'  old  motto  of  her  race,  "Eais  ce  que 
tu  dois,  advienne  que  pourra." 

And  so  when  that  happened  which  she  must 
have  long  foreseen,  and  Sir  EdAA'ard  fell  into 
this  state,  she  and  they  still  did  the  best  they 
could,  and  especially  for  one  another.  The 
children  kept  the  house  cheerful ;  the  mother 
hid  her  heaviest  cares  Avithrn  the  boundary  of 
that  sad  room.    Oh,  if  rooms  could  tell  their 
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history,  what  a  tale  to  be  told  there !  And 
when  she  did  cross  its  threshold,  it  was  with  a 
steadfast,  smiling  countenance,  ready  to  share 
in  any  relaxation  that  her  good  children  never 
failed  to  have  ready  for  her.  And  she  took 
care  that  all  their  studies  and  pursuits  should 
go  on  just  the  same,  at  home  and  at  college, 
except  that  Cesar,  who  had  no  special  call  else- 
where, remained  at  Brierley  Hall.  She  had 
said  to  him,  one  day,  "L can't  do  without  yon; 
don't  leave  me;"  and  her  son  had  ansAvered, 
with  his  prompt  decision,  so  like  her  own^  "  I 
never  will. " 

But  as  the  summer  advanced,  and  she  felt 
how  dreary  the  young  people's  life  was  becom- 
ing, with  that  brave  motherly  heart  of  hers  she 
determined  to  send  some  of  them  away,  out  of 
sight  and  hearing  of  her  own  monotonous  and 
hopeless  days.  For  she  had  no  hope  ;  the  best 
physicians,  who  of  course  gave  their  best  con- 
sideration to  the  case  of  so  wealthy  a  man,  and 
so  important  a  member  of  society  (alas,  the 
mockery!)  as  Sir  Edward  de  Bougainville, 
could  give  her  none.  Cure  was  impossible ; 
but  the  slow  decay  might  go  on  for  many  years. 


Nothing  was  left  to  her  but  endurance  ;  the  hard- 
est possible  lesson  to  Josephine  de  Bougain- 
ville. She  could  fight  with  fate,  even  yet ;  but 
to  stand  tamely  with  bound  hands  and  feet, 
waiting  for  the  advancing  tide,  like  the  poor 
condemned  witches  of  old — it  was  a  horrible 
trial.  Yet  this  was  her  lot,  and  she  must  bear 
it.  In  hers,  as  in  many  another  life,  she  needed 
to  be  taught  by  means  least  expected  or  de- 
sired ;  had  to  accept  the  blessings  which  she 
never  sought,  and  lose  those  which  she  most 
prayed  for ;  yet  long  before  the  end  came,  she 
could  say — I  have  often  heard  her  say — not  "I 
have  done  my  best,"  but  "He  has  done  His 
best  with  me,  and  I  know  it."  And  the  know- 
ing of  it  was  the  lesson  learned. 

But  just  now  it  was  very  hard ;  and  she  felt 
often,  as  she  owned  to  Bridget,  "tired  —  so 
tired!"  as  if  all  the  happiness  that  existence 
could  offer  would  not  be  equivalent  to  the  one 
blessing  of  mere  rest. 

I  have  said  little  about  Bridget  lately;  in- 
deed, these  latter  years  she  had  retired  into 
what  was  still  called  the  nursery,  as  a  sort  of 
amateur  young  ladies'  maid,  occupying  no  very 
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prominent  position  in  the  family.  Her  plain 
looks  had  grown  plainer  with  age  ;  Sii-  Edward 
disliked  to  see  her  about  the  house,  and  nothing 
but  his  wife's  strong  will  and  his  own  weak  one 
could  have  retained  in  her  place  the  follower 
of  the  family.  In  the  sunshine  of  prosperity 
poor  Bridget  retired  into  the  shade,  but  when- 
ever a  cloud  came  over  the  family,  her  warm 
Irish  heart  leaped  up  to  comfort  them  all ;  her 
passionate  Irish  fidelity  kept  their  secrets  from 
every  eye ;  and  her  large  Irish  generosity  for- 
got any  little  neglect  of  the  past,  and  flung  it- 
self with  entire  self-devotion  into  the  present. 
(This  little  ebullition  must  be  pardoned.  I 
was  very  fond  of  Bridget,  Avho  stood  to  me  as 
the  type  of  all  that  is  noble  in  the  Irish  charac- 
ter, which  is  ver}'-  noble  sometimes  at  its  core.) 

During  this  sad  summer,  Bridget  rose  to  the 
emergencies  of  the  time.  She  lightened  her 
mistress's  hands  as  much  as  possible,  becoming 
a  sort  of  housekeeper,  and  doing  her  duties 
very  cleverly,  even  in  so  large  an  establishment 
as  Brierley  Hall.  For  there  was  no  one  else 
to  do  it ;  Adrienne  was  not  able ;  it  was  as 
much  as  Bridget's  caution  could  do  to  conceal 
from  her  mistress  a  care  which  would  have 
added  heavily  to  all  her  other  burdens,  name- 
ly, that  things  were  not  quite  right  with  poor 
Miss  Adrienne.  Her  winter  cough  lingered 
Htill.  That  gay  ball-dress  in  which  she  had 
looked  so  pretty,  proved  a  fatal  splendor ;  dur- 
ing the  long  chilly  night  when  she  and  Ce'sar 
had  sat  at  their  mother's  room  door,  the  cold 
had  pierced  in  through  her  bare  neck  and  arms. 
She  scarcely  felt  it ;  her  mind  was  full  of  other 
things ;  and  when,  in  the  gray  dawn,  she  took 
out  of  her  bosom  the  dead  hot-house  roses  gath- 
ered by  her  mother  with  such  care,  she  little 
thqught,  nor  did  any  one  think,  that  under- 
neath them  Death  himself  had  crept  in  and 
struck  her  to  the  heart. 

Not  a  creature  suspected  this.  That  strange 
blindness  which  sometimes  possesses  a  family 
which  for  many  years  has  known  neither  sick- 
ness nor  death)  hung  over  them  all — even  the 
mother.  She  was  so  accustomed  to  Adrienne's 
delicacy  of  health,  and  to  Bridget's  invariable 
cheery  comment  upon  it,  "It's  the  cracked 
pitcher  goes  longest  to  the  well,''  that  her  eyes 
detected  no  great  change  in  the  girl.  And 
Adrienne  herself  said  nothing;  she  was  so  used 
to  feeling  "  a  little  ill,"  that  she  took  her  feeble- 
ness quite  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  only 
wished  to  make  it  as  little  of  a  trouble  as  pos- 
sible—  above  all  to  her  mother,  who  had  so 
many  cares  ;  and  she  urged  with  unselfish  earn- 
estness a  plan  Lady  de  Bougainville  arranged, 
and  at  last  brought  about,  that  the  three  boys 
should  go  with  an  Oxford  tutor  on  a  reading- 
party  to  Switzerland  for  two  months. 

Ce'sar  resisted  it  a  long  time.  "  I  will  not 
leave  you,  mother.    You  said  I  never  must." 

"  I  know  that,  my  son,  and  I  want  you  very 
much,  but  I  shall  want  you  more  by-and-by. 
This  kind  of  life  may  last  for  forty  years — 
years  I    I  can  bear  it  better  when  I  see  my 


children  happy.  Besides,"  added  she,  more 
lightly,  "  I  could  not  trust  your  brothers  with- 
out you — you  grave  old  fellow  I  You  are  the 
strong-hold  of  the  house.  Nevertheless,  you 
must  do  as  your  mother  bids  you  a  little  while 
longer.  Obey  her  now,  my  darling,  and  go." 
So  Cesar  went. 

The  morning  of  departure  was  sunshiny  and 
bright,  and  the  three  lads  were  bright  as  the 
day.  It  was  natural — they  were  so  gay,  and 
healthy,  and  young ;  their  sisters  too — to  whom 
they  promised  heaps  of  things  to  be  brought 
home  from  Switzerland.  Adrienne  was  the 
only  one  who  wept.  She,  clinging  to  Cesar, 
always  her  favorite  brother,  implored  him  to 
"  take  care  of  himself,"  and  be  sure  to  come 
home  at  the  two  months'  end. 

"Ay,  that  I  will!  Nothing  in  the  w^orld 
shall  stop  me  for  a  day,"  cried  he,  shaking  his 
long  curls — very  long  hair  was  the  fashion  then 
— and  looking  like  a  young  fellow  bound  to 
conquer  fate,  and  claim  from  fortune  every 
thing  ho  desired. 

' '  Very  well, "  said  his  mother,  gayly.  "Come 
back  on  the  1st  of  October  and  you'll  find  us 
all  standing  here,  just  as  you  leave  us.  Now 
be  off  I     Good-by — good-by." 

She  forced  the  lads  away,  with  the  laugh  on 
her  lips  and  the  tears  in  her  eyes.  Yet  she 
was  not  sad — glad  rather,  to  have  driven  her 
children  safe  out  of  tlie  gloomy  atmosphere 
w^hich  she  herself  had  to  dwell  in,  but  which 
could  not  fail  to  injure  them  more  or  less. 

"The  young  should  be  happy,"  she  said, 
half  sighing;  "and,  bless  them!  these  boys 
will  be  very  happy.  AVhat  a  carriageful  of 
hope  it  is !" 

She  watched  it  drive  away,  amidst  a  grand 
farewell  waving  of  hats  and  handkerchiefs,  and 
then  turned  back  with  her  three  daughters  into 
the  shadows  of  the  quiet  house,  gulping  down 
a  wild  spasm  at  her  throat,  but  still  content — 
quite  content.  Women  that  are  mothers  will 
understand  it  all. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

In  this  straightforward  telling  of  the  history 
of  my  dear  Lady  de  Bougainville,  I  pause,  al- 
most with  apprehension.  I  am  passing  out 
of  the  sunshiny  day,  or  the  checkered  lights 
and  glooms  which,  viewed  from  a  distance, 
seem  like  sunshine,  into  the  dark  night — as  she 
had  now  to  pass.  The  events  next  to  be  re- 
corded happened  so  suddenly,  and  in  such  rapid 
succession,  that  in  the  recording  of  them  they 
seem  a  mountain  of  grief  too  huge  for  fate  to 
heap  at  once  upon  one  individual.  Yet  is  it 
not  true  to  the  experience  of  daily  life  that  sor- 
rows mostly  come  "  in  battalions  ?" 

Lady  de  Bougainville  had  had  many  per- 
plexities, many  trials,  many  sore  afilictions ; 
but  one  solemn  Angel  had  always  passed  by  her 
door  without  setting  his  foot  there,  or  taking 
any  treasures  thence,  except  indeed  her  little 
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new-born  babies.  Now,  on  that  glorious  Au- 
gust day,  he  stood  behind  her,  hiding  his  bright 
still  face  with  his  black  wings,  on  the  very 
threshold  of  Brierley  Hall. 

After  the  boys  had  departed,  Bridget  came 
to  her  mistress,  and  hastily,  with  fewer  words 
than  voluble  Bridget  was  wont  to  use,  asked  if 
she  might  go  up  to  London  with  the  young  la- 
dies and  their  governess  for  some  little  pleasur- 
ing that  had  been  planned. 

"And  I'm  tlftnking,  my  lady,  if  afterward  I 
might  just  take  Miss  Adrienne  to  see  the  doc- 
tor" (a  physician  of  note  who  sometimes  attend- 
ed the  family).  "She's  growing  thin,  and  los- 
ing her  appetite  of  late :  fretting  a  little,  may- 
be, at  losing  her  brothers.  But  now  they're 
fairly  gone,  she'll  soon  get  over  it." 

"Of  course  she  will,"  said  the  mother,  smil- 
ing ;  for  Bridget  spoke  so  carelessly  that  even 
she  was  deceived.  Doubly  deceived  next  day 
by  her  daughter's  red  cheeks  and  sparkling 
eyes,  caused  by  the  excitement  of  this  brief 
two-hours'  journey. 

"You  don't  look  as  if  you  needed  any  doc- 
tor, my  child.  However,  you  may  go,  just  to 
satisfy  Bridget.  Mind  and  tell  me  all  he  says 
to  you." 

But  when  they  came  back  there  was  nothing 
to  tell;  at  least  Adrienne  reported  so:  "All 
the  doctor's  orders  were  given  to  Bridget  in  the 
next  room  ;  he  only  patted  me  on  the  shoulder, 
and  bade  me  go  home  and  get  strong  as  fast  as 
ever  I  could — which  I  mean  to  do,  mamma ; 
it  would  be  such  a  trouble  to  you  if  I  were  ill. 
There's  papa  calling  you!  run  back  to  him — 
quick — quick !" 

It  happened  to  be  one  of  Sir  Edward's  bad 
days,  and  not  till  quite  late  at  night  had  his 
faithful  nurse — for  he  would  have  no  other — a 
chance  of  leaving  him  and  creeping  down  stairs 
for  a  little  rest  in  the  cedar  parlor.  There  she 
found  Bridget  waiting  for  her,  as  was  her  fre- 
quent habit,  with  a  cup  of  tea,  after  all  the  rest 
of  the  household  was  in  bed. 

"Thank  you!"  Josephine  said,  and  no  more 
— for  she  had  no  need  to  keep  up  a  smiling  face 
before  her  faithful  old  servant — and  she  w^as 
utterly  worn  out  with  the  long  strain  of  the 
day. 

Bridget  once  told  me  that  as  she  stood  be- 
side her  mistress  that  night,  and  watched  her 
take  that  cup  of  tea,  she  felt  as  if  it  were  a  cup 
of  poison  Avhich  she  herself  had  poured  out  for 
her  drinking. 

"Now,"  continued  Lady  de  Bougainville,  a 
little  refreshed,  "tell  me,  for  I  have  just  ten 
minutes  to  spare,  what  the  doctor  said  about 
Miss  Adrienne.  Nothing  much,  it  seems,  ex- 
cept telling  her  to  go  home  and  get  strong. 
She  will  be  quite  strong  soon,  then  ?" 

The  question  was  put  as  if  it  scarcely  needed 
an  affirmative,  and  Bridget  long  remembered 
her  mistress's  look,  and  even  her  attitude,  sit- 
ting comfortably  at  ease  with  her  feet  on  the 
fender  and  her  gown  a  little  lifted,  displaying 
her  dainty  silk  stockings  and  black  velvet  shoes. 


"Why  don't  you  answer?"  asked  she,  sud- 
denly looking  up.  "There  is  nothing  really 
wrong  with  the  child  ?" 

"There  is — a  little,"  said  Bridget,  cautious- 
ly. "I've  thought  so,  my  lady,  a  good  while, 
only  I  didn't  like  to  tell  you.  But  the  doctor 
said  1  must.  He  is  coming  down  to-morrow 
to  speak  to  you  himself." 

"To  speak  to  me  !" 

"It's  her  lungs,  you  see ;  she  caught  cold  in 
winter,  and  has  coughed  ever  since.  He  wants 
to  bring  a  second  doctor  down  to  examine  her 
chest,  and  I  thought  you  might  be  frightened, 
and  that  I  had  better — " 

Frightened  was  not  the  word.  In  the  mo- 
ther's face  was  not  terror,  but  a  sort  of  instan- 
taneous stony  despair,  as  if  she  accepted  all, 
and  was  surprised  at  nothing.  Then  it  sud- 
denly changed  into  fierce,  incredulous  resist- 
ance. 

"I  abhor  doctors.  I  will  not  have  these 
men  coming  down  here  and  meddling  with  my 
child  :  she  should  never  have  gone  to  town. 
You  take  too  much  upon  yourself,  Bridget, 
sometimes." 

Bridget  never  answered  ;  the  tears  were  roll- 
ing fast  down  her  cheeks,  and  the  sight  of  them 
seemed  to  alarm  Lady  de  Bougainville  more 
than  any  words. 

She  held  out  her  hand.  "  I  did  not  mean  to 
be  cross  with  you.  I  know  I  am  very  cross 
sometimes,  but  I  have  much  to  bear.  Oh,  if 
any  thing  were  to  go  wrong  with  my  child  ! 
But  tell  me — tell  me  the  whole  truth ;  it  is 
best." 

Bridget  knew  it  was  best,  for  the  doctor 
would  tell  it  all,  in  any  case,  to-morrow ;  and 
his  opinion,  as  expressed  to  herself,  had  been 
so  decided  as  to  leave  scarcely  a  loophole  of 
hope.  It  was  the  common  tale — a  neglected 
cold,  which,  seizing  upon  Adrienne's  feeble 
constitution,  had  ended  in  consumption  so 
rapid  that  no  remedies  were  possible :  indeed 
the  physician  suggested  none.  To  the  patient 
herself  he  had  betrayed  nothing,  of  course, 
sending  her  away  with  that  light  cheery  speech  ; 
but  to  the  nurse  he  had  given  distinctly  and  de- 
cisively the  fiat  of  doom.  Within  a  few  months, 
perhaps  even  a  few  weeks,  the  tender  young 
life  would  be  ended. 

The  whole  thing  was  so  sudden,  so  terrible, 
that  even  Bridget  herself,  who  had  had  some 
hours  to  grow  familiar  with  it,  scarcely  believed 
the  words  she  felt  herself  bound  to  speak.  No 
wonder,  therefore,  that  the  mother  was  utterly 
and  fiercely  incredulous. 

"It  is  not  true!  I  know  it  is  not  true!" 
she  said.  "  Still  something  must  be  done.  I 
will  take  her  abroad  at  once — ah,  no !  I  can't 
do  that — but  you  will  take  her,  Bridget.  She 
shall  go  any  where — do  any  thing — thank  God 
we  are  so  rich  !" 

"  If  the  riches  could  save  her,  poor  darling  !" 
broke  in  Bridget,  with  a  sob.  "I  never  told 
you  how  ill  she  was;  she  would  not  let  me; 
she  said  you  had  enough  to  bear.    But  when 
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you  see  how  much  she  suffers  daily  and  may 
have  to  suffer,  the  doctor  says — oh,  my  lady !  — 
you  will  let  the  child  go." 

"1  will  not!"  was  the  fierce  cry.  "Any 
thing  but  this  ;  oh,  any  thing  but  this  !" 

Josephine  had  known  many  sorrows — almost 
every  kind  of  sorrow  except  death.  True,  she 
had  mourned  for  her  lost  babies,  and  for  her 
father ;  though  his  decease,  happening  peace- 
fully at  a  ripe  old  age  and  soon  after  her  own 
marriage,  was  scarcely  felt  at  the  time  as  a 
real  loss.  But  that  supreme  anguish  which 
sooner  or  later  smites  us  all,  when  some  one 
well-beloved  goes  from  us,  never  to  return — 
leaving  behind  a  deep  heart-wound,  which 
closes  and  heals  over  in  time,  yet  with  a  scar 
in  its  place  forever — Ihis  Josephine  had  never 
known  nor  understood  till  now. 

Nor  did  she  now — even  though,  after  the 
doctors  had  been  there,  the  truth  was  forced 
upon  her  from  the  lips  of  her  own  child. 

"Mamma,"  whispered  Adrienne,  one  day, 
when,  in  the  pauses  of  sharp  suffering  which  oft- 
en troubled  a  decay  that  otherwise  would  have 
been  as  beautiful  as  that  of  an  autumn  leaf,  she 
lay  watching  her  two  sisters  amusing  themselves 
in  her  room,  from  which  she  seldom  stirred 
now,  "Chere  maman,  I  think,  after  all,  Gabri- 
elle  will  make  the  best  Miss  de  Bougainville. 
Hush  I"  laying  her  hand  on  her  mother's  lips, 
and  then  reaching  up  to  kiss  them,  they  had 
turned  so  white;  "I  know  all;  for  I  asked 
Bridget,  and  she  told  me.  And  I  am  not 
afraid.    You  may  see  I  am  not  afraid." 

She  was  not.  Either  from  her  long-con- 
firmed ill  health,  and  perhaps  her  early  disap- 
pointment, life  had  not  been  so  precious  to  poor 
little  Adrienne  as  they  had  thought  it  was  ;  or 
else,  in  that  wonderful  way  in  which  dying 
people,  though  ever  so  young,  grow  reconciled 
to  dying,  death  had  ceased  to  have  any  terrors 
for  her.  Her  simple  soul  looked  forward  to 
"heaven,"  and  the  new  existence  there,  with 
the  literal  faith  and  confidence  of  a  child  ;  and 
she  talked  of  her  own  departure,  of  where  she 
would  like  to  be  buried,  and  of  the  flowers  that 
were  to  be  planted  over  her — "that  I  may 
spring  up  again  as  daisies  and  primroses:  I 
was  so  fond  of  primroses" —  with  a  composure 
that  sometimes  was  startling  to  hear. 

"You  see,  Bridget,"  she  would  say,  "after 
I  am  gone,  mamma  will  not  be  left  forlorn,  as 
if  I  were  her  only  one.  She  will  still  have  two 
daughters,  both  much  cleverer  and  prettier  than 
I,  and  her  three  sons — oh  such  sons  I — to  carry 
down  the  name  to  distant  generations.  I  can 
be  the  easiest  spared  of  us  all." 

And  in  her  utter  unselfishness,  which  had 
been  Adrienne's  characteristic  from  birth,  she 
would  not  have  her  brothers  sent  for,  or  even 
told  of  her  state,  lest  it  might  shorten  their  en- 
joyments abroad,  and  bring  them  sooner  back 
to  a  dreary  home. 

"I  can  love  them  all  the  same,"  she  said; 
"and  I  want  them  to  remember  me  with  love, 
and  not  in  any  painful  manner.    If  they  just 


come  in  time  for  me  to  say  good-by  to  them,  I 
should  like  that — it  will  do  quite  well." 

Thus,  in  the  quietest  and  most  matter-of-fact 
way,  her  sole  thought  being  how  she  could  give 
least  trouble  to  any  body,  Adrienne  prepared 
for  her  solemn  change. 

Was  her  mother  also  prepared  ?  I  can  not 
tell.  Sometimes  Bridget  thought  she  seemed 
to  realize  it  perfectly,  and  was  driven  half  fran- 
tic by  the  difficulty  she  had  in  getting  away 
from  her  husband — who  remained  in  much  the 
same  state — to  her  poor  child,  with  whom  every 
moment  spent  was  so  precious.  Then  again, 
as  if  in  total  blindness  of  the  future,  she  would 
begin  planning,  as  usual,  her  girls' winter  dress- 
es— her  three  girls  ;  or  arranging  with  eagerness, 
long  beforehand,  all  the  Christmas  festivities 
and  Christmas  charities  which  Adrienne  was  to 
give  to  her  poor  people,  who  came  in  dozens 
to  ask  after  Miss  de  Bougainville,  and  brought 
her  little  offerings  of  all  sorts  without  end. 

"See  what  a  blessing  it  is  to  be  rich  !"  Lady 
de  Bougainville  would  say.  "When  I  was  at 
Ditchley  I  used  to  dread  Christmas,  because 
we  were  so  poor  we  could  do  nothing  for  any 
body :  now  we  can.    How^  we  shall  enjoy  it  all ! " 

Adrienne  never  contradicted  her,  and  enter- 
ed into  her  arrangements  as  if  she  herself  were 
certain  to  share  them ;  but  sometimes,  when 
Lady  de  Bougainville  had  quitted  the  room,  she 
would  look  after  her  with  a  sigh,  saying,  "Poor 
mamma  !  poor  mamma  !" 

Yet  it  Avould  be  a  mistake  to  suppose  that 
Adrienne's  illness  was  altogether  a  miserable 
time.  I  think  mere  sickness — nay,  mere  death 
— never  is,  unless  the  poor  sufferer  helps  to 
make  it  so.  By  degrees  the  whole  household 
caught  the  reflection  of  Adrienne's  wonderful 
peace  and  contentment  in  dying.  The  leaves 
that  she  w^atched  falling  and  the  flowers  fading 
— it  happened  to  be  a  remarkably  beautiful  au- 
tumn— did  not  fall  and  fade  in  a  more  sunshiny 
calm  than  she. 

"I  know  I  shall  never  'get  up  May  hill,'  as 
Bridget  expresses  it ;  but  I  may  have  a  fcAv 
months  longer  among  you  all.  I  should  like 
it,  if  I  didn't  trouble  you  very  much." 

By  which  she  meant  her  own  sufferings, 
which  were  often  very  severe — more  so  than 
any  one  knew,  except  Bridget.  The  nurse  with 
her  child,  the  wife  with  her  husband,  through- 
out all  that  dreary  time,  shared  and  yet  con- 
cealed one  another's  cares  ;  and  managed  some- 
how to  keep  cheery,  move  or  less,  for  the  sake 
of  Gabrielle  and  Catherine,  who  were  now  the 
only  bit  of  sunshine  left  in  Brierley  Hall.  It 
began  to  feel  chill  and  empty ;  and  every  one 
longed  for,  yet  dreaded,  the  boys'  return,  when 
one  day,  after  the  bright  autumn  had  turned 
almost  to  premature  winter,  Adrienne  drew  her 
mother's  face  down  to  hers,  over  which  had 
come  a  great  and  sudden  change,  and  whisper- 
ed, "Write  to  my  brothers  :  tell  them  to  come 
home." 

So  Lady  de  Bougainville  wTote  a  letter  in 
which  for  the  first  time  she  broke  to  her  sons 


A  BRAVE  LADY. 


573 


something  of  the  truth,  and  why,  by  Adrienne's 
desire,  it  had  been  hitherto  concealed  from 
them. 

"Come  home  quick,"  she  wrote — (I  have 
myself  read  the  letter,  for  it  was  returned  to 
her,  and  found  years  after  among  her  other  pa- 
pers). "Come,  my  sons,  though  your  merry 
days  are  done,  and  you  are  coming  home  to 
sorrow.  You  have  never  known  it  before  ;  now 
you  must.  Your  mother  can  not  save  you  from 
it  any  longer.  Come  home,  for  I  want  you  to 
help  me.  My  heart  is  breaking.  I  sometimes 
feel  as  if  I  could  not  live  another  day,  but  for 
the  comfort  I  look  forward  to  in  my  three  dear 
boys." 

Thus  wrote  she,  thus  thought  she  at  the  time. 
Years  after,  how  strange  it  was  to  read  those 
words ! 

The  letter  sent,  Adrienn.e  seemed  to  revive  a 
little.  It  was  the  middle  of  September.  "They 
will  be  home,  you'll  see,  on  the  1st  of  October; 
Cesar  never  breaks  his  word.  He  will  not  find 
me  on  the  hall  door  steps  as  you  promised  him, 
mamma ;  but  he  will  find  me,  I  feel  sure  of 
that ;  I  shall  just  see  them  all — and  then — " 
Then? 

That  night,  when  forced  to  quit  her  daugh- 
ter's cheerful  side  to  keep  watch  in  the  gloomy 
bedroom  which  Sir  Edward  had  insisted  upon 
furnishing  so  sumptuously,  v/ith  a  huge  cata- 
falque of  a  bed  to  sleep  in,  and  tall  mirrors  to 
reflect  his  figure,  the  miserable,  little  stooping 
figure  ! — that  night,  and  in  that  chamber,  where 
the  blessedness  of  married  solitude  had  become 
a  misery  untold.  Lady  de  Bougainville,  for  the 
first  time  in  her  life,  meditated  solemnly  upon 
the  other  world,  whither — in  how  many  days  or 
hours,  who  could  tell  ? — Adrienne  was  so  fear- 
lessly going. 

It  might  have  been  that  in  the  cloud  which 
had  fallen  upon  so  many  of  her  mortal  delights, 
the  blankness  that  she  found  in  her  worldly 
splendors,  Josephine's  mind  had  grown  gradu- 
ally prepared  for  what  was  coming  upon  her ; 
or  perhaps  on  that  special  day — she  had  reason 
to  remember  it — the  invisible  world  was  actual- 
ly nearer  to  her  than  she  knew ;  but  she  sat  by 
her  fire  long  after  her  husband  was  asleep — sat 
thinking  and  thinking,  until  there  seemed  to  be 
more  than  herself  in  the  room,  and  the  portraits 
of  her  children  on  the  walls  followed  her  wist- 
fully about,  as  the  eyes  of  portraits  do.  She 
grew  strangely  composed,  even  though  she  knew 
her  daughter  was  dying.  We  never  recognize 
how  we  have  been  taught  these  kind  of  things, 
nor  who  is  teaching  us,  but  to  those  who  believe 
in  a  spiritual  world  at  all,  there  come  many  in- 
fluences totally  unaccounted  for ;  we  may  have 
learned  our  lesson  unawares,  but  we  have  learn- 
ed it,  and  Avhen  the  time  comes  we  are  ready. 

It  was  one  of  the  latter  days  of  September — 
I  think  the  29th  —  that  the  Times  newspaper 
communicated  to  all  I^ngland,  in  a  short  para- 
graph, one  of  those  small  tragedies  in  real  life 
which  sometimes  affect  us  outsiders  more  than 
any  wholesale  catastrophe,  shipwreck,  earth- 


quake, or  the  like.  The  agony  is  so  condensed 
that  it  seems  greater,  and  comes  more  closely 
home  to  us.  We  begin |o  think  how  we  should 
feel  if  it  happened  to  ourselves,  and  how  those 
feel  to  whom  it  has  happened,  so  that  our 
hearts  are  full  of  pity  and  sympathy. 

Thus,  on  that  29th  September,  many  a  worthy 
father  of  a  family,  enjoying  his  Times  and  his 
breakfast  together,  stopped  to  exclaim  "How 
shocking!"  and  to  read  aloud  to  wife  or  chil- 
dren, mingled  with  sage  reflections  on  the  dan- 
gers of  Alpine  exploits  and  of  foreign  traveling 
in  general,  the  account  of  an  accident  which 
had  lately  befallen  some  Swiss  tourists,  in  cross- 
ing the  Lake  of  Uri  from  Bauen  to  Tell's  chap- 
el. They  had  put  up  a  small  sail  in  their  crowd- 
ed boat,  and  one  of  the  sudden  squalls  which, 
coming  down  from  the  mountains  all  round  it, 
render  this  one  of  the  most  perilous  of  the  Swiss 
lakes,  had  caught  and  capsized  them.  Two  of 
their  number,  said  to  be  English — Oxford  men, 
named  Burgoyne — were  drowned. 

Lower  down,  inserted  as  "From  a  Corre- 
spondent," was  another  version  of  the  catas- 
trophe ;  explaining  that  the  number  in  the  boat 
was  only  five :  three  young  men ;  an  elderly 
gentleman,  their  tutor ;  and  the  boatman.  The 
latter  two  had  saved  themselves  by  swimming, 
and  were  picked  up  not  far  from  Bauen ;  but 
the  three  young  fellows,  brothers,  after  making 
inefi'ectual  attempts  to  help  one  another,  had 
all  gone  down.  They  were  sons  of  an  English 
gentleman  of  fortune,  this  account  said ;  and 
their  names  were  not  Burgoyne,  but  De  Bou- 
gainville. 

Twenty-five  years  ago  there  was  no  electric 
telegraph,  and  a  very  uncertain  foreign  post ; 
the  Times  couriers  often  outsped  it,  and  news 
appeared  there  before  any  private  intelligence 
was  possible.  Thus  it  happened  that  she  of 
whom  many  a  kind-hearted  English  matron 
thought  compassionately  that  morning,  won- 
dering if  those  three  poor  lads  had  a  mother, 
how  the  news  was  broken  to  her,  and  how  she 
bore  it — had  no  warning  of  the  dreadful  tidings 
at  all.  She  read  them — read  them  with  her 
OAvn  eyes,  in  the  columns  of  the  Times  news- 
paper ! 

Sir  Edward's  sole  remaining  interest  in  the 
outside  world  was  his  daily  paper.  How  much 
of  it  his  enfeebled  mind  took  in  was  doubtful, 
but  he  liked  to  hear  it  read  to  him  in  his  wife's 
pleasant  monotonous  voice ;  while  to  her  this 
was  rather  a  relief  than  not,  for  it  killed  two 
hours  of  the  long  dreary  day.  Besides,  she  got 
into  a  habit  of  reading  on  and  on,  without  com- 
prehending a  single  sentence  ;  nay,  often  think- 
ing of  something  else  the  whole  time.  As  she 
did  this  morning;  wondering  if  her  boys  had 
reached  Calais,  and  what  sort  of  a  crossing  they 
would  have,  for  the  wind  had  been  howling  all 
night  in  the  chimneys  of  Brierley  Hall.  Not 
that  she  was  afraid  of  the  sea,  or  indeed  of  any 
thing ;  none  of  those  sudden  misfortunes  which 
seem  the  portion  of  some  lives  had  ever  hap- 
pened in  hers.    Though  she  had  had  no  an- 
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swer  to  her  letter,  it  never  occurred  to  her  to 
be  uneasy  about  her  sons.  They  were  sure 
to  come  home  again,  and  in  good  heahh,  for, 
except  Adrienne,  all  her  children  inherited  her 
own  excellent  constitution.  That  very  morn- 
ing she  had  said  to  Bridget,  half  sadly,  "Oh 
yes.  I  am  quite  Avell  —  always  am  well.  I 
think  nothing  could  ever  kill  me." 

She  had  just  finished  the  leading  articles  and 
was  turning  to  the  ])olice  reports — any  thing 
did  for  reading  —  «hen  this  fatal  paragraph 
caught  her  eye.  It  might  not  have  done  so, 
so  preoccupied  was  she,  but  for  the  word 
"Switzerland,"  which  reminded  her  of  her 
boys.  So  she  paused  to  glance  over  it,  just  to 
herself;  read  it  once — twice  —  thrice — before 
she  could  in  the  least  take  it  in.  When  she 
did,  her  strong  soul  and  body  alike  gave  way. 
She  threw  up  her  arms  with  a  wild  shriek,  and 
fell  flat  on  the  floor  like  a  stone. 

Admission  to  Sir  Edward's  room  was  rare. 
Sometimes  whole  days  passed  without  the 
younger  girls  being  sent  for  even  to  say  good- 
morning  or  good-night  to  papa — all  they  ever 
did  ;  and  it  was  weeks  since  Adrienne  had  seen 
her  father.  He  made  no  inquiry  after  her ; 
seemed  scarcely  aware  of  her  state,  except  to 
grudge  her  mother's  absence  in  her  room. 
Thus,  after  the  morning  visit  to  her  sick  child, 
it  was  so  usual  for  Lady  de  Bougainville  to 
spend  the  whole  forenoon  shut  up  with  her  hus- 
band, that  nobody  inquired  for  her,  or  thought 
of  inquiring,  until  Bridget,  noticing  that  among 
the  letters  which  came  in  by  the  post  was  a 
foreign  one,  and  not  in  any  of  the  hoys'  hand- 
writing, thought  she  would  take  it  in  to  her 
mistress  herself,  and  so  bring  sooner  to  Miss 
Adrienne,  who  was  very  feeble  that  day,  the 
news  of  her  brothers'  arrival,  and  the  hour. 

Bridget  knocked  several  times,  but  no  one 
answered.  Then,  terribly  alarmed,  she  pushed 
open  the  double  doors  of  green  baize,  which 
shut  off  all  sounds  in  that  room  from  the  rest 
of  the  house,  and  ventured  in.  There,  the 
sight  she  saw  almost  confirmed  a  dreadful  pos- 
sibility which  she  had  never  dared  to  breathe 
to  mortal,  but  which  haunted  poor  Bridget 
night  and  day. 

Sir  Edward  sat  with  his  wife's  head  upon  his 
knees ;  she  lying  as  if  she  were  dead,  and  he 
stroking,  with  a  miserable  sort  of  moan,  her 
hands  and  her  hair. 

"Come  here,  Bridget;  tell  me  what  is  the 
matter  with  her !  I  haven't  hurt  her,  indeed  I 
have  not.  I  never  even  said  one  unkind  word. 
She  was  just  quietly  reading  the  newspaper, 
when  down  she  dropped  as  if  somebody  had 
shot  her.  Is  she  killed,  I  wonder?  Then  peo- 
ple will  be  sure  to  say  I  killed  her.  Take  her, 
Bridget,  for  I  must  run  and  hide." 

He  shifted  the  poor  head  from  his  own  lap 
to  Bridget's,  and  the  movement  brought  a  sigh 
of  returning  life  to  the  breast  of  the  unfortu- 
nate mother. 

Josephine  had  said  to  her  eldest  son  in  the 
letter  which  never  reached  him,  for  it  came 


back  to  her  unopened,  that  "  her  heart  was 
breaking."  But  hers  was  not  one  of  the  hearts 
that  break. 

She  opened  her  eyes,  lifted  herself  up  on  her 
elbow,  and  stared  wildly  around. 

"•  Something  has  happened.  Is  it  Adri- 
enne ?"  And  then  she  caught  sight  of  the 
newspaper  on  the  floor.  "  Ah,  no!  It  is  my 
boys!"  she  shrieked.  "Bridget,  my  boys  are 
dead — droAvned  in  the  lake  ! — the  newspaper 
says  so." 

"Newspapers  don't  always  tell  the  truth," 
cried  Bridget,  and,  terrified  and  bewildered  as 
she  was,  bethought  herself  of  the  letter  in  her 
hand.  Together  the  two  women  managed  to 
break  it  open  and  read  it,  spelling  it  out  with 
horrible  exactness,  word  by  word. 

Alas,  no!  There  was  no  refutation,  nor 
even  modification  of  the  truth.  In  mercy, 
perhaps,  came  the  speedy  confirmation  of  it, 
before  any  maddening  gleam  of  hope  could 
arise.  Her  three  sons  were  all  dead — drowned 
and  dead.  Before  this  letter  of  the  tutor's 
was  written,  the  "bodies"  —  ghastly  word! — 
had  been  recovered  from  the  lake,  identified, 
and  buried ;  half  the  population  ot  Bauen,  and 
all  the  English  strangers  for  miles  round,  fol- 
lowing them  to  the  grave.  The  three  brothers 
slept  side  by  side  in  a  little  out-of-the-way 
"Swiss  church-yard,  and  the  name  of  De  Bou- 
gainville was  ended. 

To  realize  the  blow  in  all  its  extent  was  im- 
possible. Josephine  did  not,  or  her  reason 
would  have  left  her.  As  it  was,  for  an  hour 
or  more  poor  Bridget  thought  she  had  gone 
quite  insane.  She  did  not  faint  or  in  any  way 
lose  her  consciousness  again,  but  kept  walking 
up  and  down  the  room,  rapidly  calling  upon 
her  sons  by  name  one  after  the  other,  then 
falling  on  her  knees  and  calling  upon  God. 

It  was  an  awful  agony ;  the  more  so  as,  ex- 
cept by  her  poor  servant,  who  watched  her 
terrified,  but  attempted  no  consolation,  it  was 
an  agony  necessarily  unshared.  Sir  Edward 
had  crept  away  into  a  corner,  muttering,  "Jo- 
sephine, be  quiet — pray  be  quiet;"  and  then 
relapsing  into  his  customary  childish  moan. 
At  first  she  took  no  notice  of  him  whatever : 
then,  catching  sight  of  him,  with  a  sudden  im- 
pulse, or  perhaps  a  vague  hope  of  giving  or  get- 
ting consolation,  she  went  up  to  him,  put  her 
arms  about  his  neck,  and  laid  her  head  on  his 
shoulder. 

"Edward,  dear  husband,'"  she  cried,  in  a  wail- 
ing voice,  "Edward,  our  sons  are  dead  I  Do 
you  understand  ?  Dead — all  dead.  You  will 
never  see  one  of  them  any  more." 

He  patted  her  cheek,  and  kissed  her  with 
his  vacant  smile.  "There  now,  I  knew  you'd 
soon  be  quiet.  And  don't  cry,  Josephine;  I 
can't  bear  to  see  you  cry.  What  were  you 
saying  about  the  boys?  Dead?  Oh,  nonsense! 
They  were  to  be  home  to-night.  Bridget,  just 
ring  the  bell  and  ask  one  of  the  servants  if  the 
young  gentlemen  are  come  home." 

Josephine  rose  up,  unlocked  her  arms  from 
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her  husband's  neck,  and  stood  looking  at  him 
a  minute.  Then  she  turned  away,  and  walk- 
ing steadify  to  the  middle  of  the  room,  stood 
there  again,  for  ever  so  long — dumb  and  pas- 
sive as  a  rock — with  all  her  waves  of  misery 
breaking  over  her. 

"My  lady,"  said  Bridget,  at  length  ventur- 
ing to  touch  her. 

"Well?" 

"I  must  go.  I  dare  not  leave  Miss  Adri- 
enne  any  longer." 

"Adrienne,  did  you  say?"  And  the  mo- 
ther's heart  suddenly  turned — as  perhaps  Bridg- 
et had  meant  it  should  turn  —  from  her  dead 
sons  to  her  still  living  daughter. 

*'Miss  Adrienne  is  sinking  fast,  I  think." 

"Sinking!    That  means,  dying." 

Lady  de  Bougainville  said  the  word  as  if  it 
had  been  quite  familiar,  long-expected,  pain- 
less. Hearing  it,  Bridget  wondered  if  her  mis- 
tress's mind  were  not  astray  again ;  but  she 
looked  "rational  like,"  and  even  smiled  as  she 
clasped  her  faithful^ervant's  hand. 

"Do  not  be  afraid,  Bridget;  I  am  quite  my- 
self now.  And  I  have  been  thinking — Adri- 
enne was  so  fond  of  her  brothers.  I  don't 
know  where  they  are" — and  the  wild,  bcAvil- 
dered  stare  came  into  her  eyes  again — "  but  I 
suppose,  wherever  they  are,  she  will  go  to  them  ; 
and  soon,  very  soon.  Why  need  we  tell  her 
of  their  death  at  all  ?" 

"My  lady,  you  could  not  bear  it,"  cried 
Bridget,  bursting  into  tears.  "  To  go  in  and 
out  of  her  room  all  day  and  all  to-morrow — for 
she  says  she  ivill  stay  till  the  day  after  to-mor- 
row— and  hear  her  talk  so  beautifully  about  you 
and  them,  you  could  not  bear  it." 

"I  think  I  could;  if  it  were  easier  for  my 
child.    Let  us  try." 

Without  another  word  Josephine  went  and 
washed  her  face,  combed  out  her  long  gray 
hair,  which  had  fallen  down  disheveled  from 
under  her  cap,  arranged  her  collar  and  brooch, 
and  then  came  and  stood  before  Bridget  with 
a  steadfast,  almost  smiling  countenance. 

"Look  at  me  now.  Would  she  think  any 
thing  was  wrong  with  me  ?" 

"No,  no,"  sobbed  Bridget,  choking  down 
her  full  Irish  heart,  half  bursting  with  its  im- 
pulsive grief.  But  when  she  looked  at  her 
mistress  she  could  not  weep  ;  she  felt  ashamed. 

Lady  de  Bougainville  took  her  old  servant's 
hand.  "You  can  trust  me,  and  I  can  trust 
you.  Go  in  first,  Bridget,  and  tell  my  child 
her  mother  is  coming." 

And,  a  few  minutes  after,  the  mother  came. 
All  that  long  day,  and  the  next,  she  went  about 
her  dying  child — moving  in  and  out  between 
Adrienne's  room  and  her  husband's — (for  Sir 
Edward  had  taken  to  his  bed,  declaring  he  was 
"very  ill,"  and  kept  sending  for  her  every  ten 
minutes)  but  never  by  word  or  look  did  she  be- 
tray the  calamity  which  had  fallen  upon  her, 
and  upon  the  household. 

Adrienne  said  often  during  that  time,  "  Mam- 
ma, I  am  such  a  trouble  to  you!"  but  no;  her 


brief  young  life  remained  a  blessing  to  the  last. 
While  the  rest  of  the  house  was  shut  up,  and 
the  servants  went  about  noiselessly  with  fright- 
ened faces,  awed  by  the  sorrow  which  had  fall- 
en upon  the  family — within  Adrienne's  room 
all  was  peace.  While  every  other  room  was 
darkened,  there  her  mother  would  not  have  the 
blinds  drawn  down,  and  the  soft  yellow  sun- 
shine fell  cheerfully  across  the  bed,  where,  quiet 
as  a  baby  and  almost  as  pretty,  in  her  frilled 
night-gown  and  close  cap,  she  slept  that  ex- 
hausted sleep — the  forerunner  of  a  deeper  slum- 
ber, of  which  she  was  equally  unafraid. 

Nothing  seemed  to  trouble  her  now.  Once 
only  she  referred  to  her  brothers.  "Mamma, 
there  are  twenty-four  hours  still" — to  the  1st 
of  October  she  evidently  meant.  "I  may  not 
stay  with  you  so  long." 

"Never  mind,  my  darling." 

"No,  I  do  not  mind — not  much.  You  will 
give  my  love  to  the  boys ;  and  tell  them  to  be 
good  to  you,  and  to  Gabrielle  and  Catherine. 
They  will;  they  were  always  such  good  boys." 

"  Always — always  !" 

Here  Bridget  came  forward,  and  suggested 
that  the  mother  had  better  go  and  lie  down  for 
a  little. 

"No  ;  let  her  go  to  bed  properly — she  looks 
so  tired.  Good-night,  mamma,"  and  Adrienne 
held  up  her  face  to  be  kissed.  "  You  will  come 
to  me  the  first  thing  to-morrow  morning." 

"Yes,  my  child." 

She  tottered  out,  and  between  her  daugh- 
ter's room  and  her  husband's  Josephine  dropped 
insensible  on  the  floor — where  Bridget  found 
her  some  minutes  afterward.  But  nobody  else 
knew. 

To  Adrienne  the  morning  and  the  mother's 
morning  kiss  never  came.  In  the  middle  of 
the  night  Bridget — who  lay  by  her  side  asleep, 
"sleeping  for  sorrow" — woke,  with  a  feeble 
touch  trying  to  rouse  her. 

"  I  feel  so  strange,  Bridget.  I  wonder  what 
it  is.  Is  it  dying  ?  No,  no"  (as  Bridget  start- 
ed up)  ;  "  don't  go  and  wake  mamma — at  least 
not  yet.    She  was  so  very  tired," 

The  mother  was  not  wakened ;  for  in  a  few 
minutes  more,  before  Bridget  dared  to  stir — 
with  her  head  on  her  nurse's  shoulder  and  her 
hand  holding  hers,  like  a  little  child,  Adrienne 
died. 

As  I  said  a  while  ago,  I  hardly  know  how  to 
make  credible  the  events  which  followed  so  rap- 
idly after  one  another,  making  Brierley  Hall 
within  six  months  an  empty,  desolate,  childless 
house.  And  yet  they  all  happened  quite  natu- 
rally, and  by  a  regular  chain  of  circumstances 
— such  as  sometimes  befalls,  in  the  most  strik- 
ing way,  a  family  from  which  death  has  been 
long  absent,  or  has  never  entered  at  all. 

At  the  time  of  Adrienne's  illness  there  was 
raging  in  Brierley  village  a  virulent  form  of 
scarlet -fever.  Lady  de  Bougainville  had  not 
heard  of  this  ;  or  if  she  had,  her  own  afflictions 
1  made  her  not  heed  it.    When,  before  the  fu- 
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"sue  used  sometimes  to  hear  uek  children's  voices  about  the  empty  house." 


iieral,  a  number  of  Miss  de  Bougainville's  poor 
children,  and  parents  too,  begged  permission  to 
look  once  more  at  her  sweet  face  as  it  lay  in 
the  coffin,  the  mother  consented,  and  even  gave 
orders  that  these,  her  child's  friends,  should  be 
taken  in  and  fed  and  comforted,  though  it  was 
a  house  of  mourning.  And  so  it  happened  that 
the  death  they  came  to  see  they  left  behind 
them.  The  fever,  just  fading  out  of  the  cot- 
tages, took  firm  hold  at  the  Hall.  First  a  serv- 
ant sickened,  a  girl  who  waited  on  the  young 
ladies ;  and  then  the  two  children  themselves. 
The  disease  was  of  the  most  malignant  and 
rapid  form.  Almost  before  their  mother  was 
aware  of  their  danger,  both  Gabrielle  and  Cath- 
erine had  followed  their  brothers  and  sister  to 
the  unknown  land.  They  died  within  a  few 
hours  of  one  another,  and  were  buried  on  the 
same  day. 

"  How  can  you  live  ?"  said  Dr.  Waters  and 
Mr.  Langhorne,  coming  back  from  the  funeral, 
where,  the  fother  being  incapable,  they  had 
acted  as  chief  mourners.  "  How  will  you  ever 
live?"  And  the  two  old  men  wept  like  chil- 
dren. 

"I  must  live,"  answered  Josephine,  without 
the  shadow  of  a  tear  upon  her  impassive,  im- 
movable face;  "look  at  him!"  She  pointed 
to  her  husband,  who  stood  at  the  window,  ab- 
sorbed in  his  favorite  amusement  of  catching 
flies — the  last  solitary  fly  that  buzzed  about  the 
pane.    "  You  see,  I  must  live  on  a  little  longer." 

She  did  live ;  ay,  until,  as  I  once  heard  her 
say — and  the  words  have  followed,  and  will  fol- 


low me  all  my  life,  like  a  benediction — she  had 
been  made  to  "enjoy"  living. 

But  that  was  long,  long  afterward.  Now, 
for  many  months,  nay  years,  the  desolate  wo- 
man fell  into  that  stupefied  state  which  is  scarce- 
ly living  at  all.  I  will  not,  I  dare  not  describe 
it,  but  many  people  have  known  it — the  condi- 
tion when  every  thing  about  us  seems  a  painted 
show,  among  which  we  move  like  automaton 
figures,  fulfilling  scrupulously  our  daily  duties, 
eating,  drinking,  and  slee])ing  ;  answering  when 
we  are  addressed,  perhaps  even  smiling  back 
when  we  are  smiled  upon,  but  no  more  really 
alive,  as  regards  the  warm,  breathing,  pleasure- 
giving,  pleasurable  world,  than  the  dead  forms 
w^e  have  lately  buried,  and  with  whom  half  our 
own  life  has  gone  down  into  the  tomb. 

It  was  so — it  could  not  but  be  —  with  the 
childless  mother,  left  alone  in  her  empty  house, 
or  worse  than  alone. 

How  much  Sir  Edward  felt  the  death  of  his 
children,  or  whether  he  missed  them  at  all,  it 
was  impossible  to  say.  Outwardly,  their  loss 
seemed  to  aff'ect  him  very  little,  except  that  he 
sometimes  exulted  in  having  his  wife's  continu- 
j  al  company,  and  getting  her  "all  to  himself," 
as  he  said. 

He  was  very  fond  of  her,  no  doubt  of  that — 
fonder  than  ever,  it  appeared  ;  and  as  if  in  some 
sort  of  compensation,  he  became  much  less 
trouble  to  her,  and  far  easier  to  manage.  His 
fits  of  obstinacy  and  violence  ceased ;  in  any 
difficulty  she  had  unlimited  influence  over  him. 
His  inherent  sweet  temper  returned  in  the  shut- 
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lip  life  he  led ;  no  temptations  from  outside 
ever  assailed  him,  so  that  all  Josephine's  old 
anxieties  from  her  husband's  folly  or  impru- 
dence were  forever  at  an  end.  He  never  in- 
terfered with  her  in  the  smallest  degree ;  allowed 
her  to  manage  within  and  without  the  house 
exactly  as  she  chose ;  was  content  just  to  be  al- 
ways beside  her,  and  carry  on  from  day  to  day 
an.  existence  as  harmless  as  that  of  a  child,  or 
what  they  call  in  Ireland  a  "natural."  He  was 
never  really  mad,  I  believe,  so  as  to  require  re- 
straint— merely  silly;  and  the  constant  surveil- 
lance of  his  wife,  together  with  her  perfect  in- 
dependence of  hira  in  business  matters,  prevent- 
ed the  necessity  of  even  this  fact  becoming  pub- 
lic. Upon  the  secrets  of  his  melancholy  illness 
no  outside  eye  ever  gazed,  and  no  ear  heard 
them  afterward. 

The  forlorn  pair  still  lived  on  at  Brierley 
Hall.  Sir  Edward  could  not,  and,  fortunately, 
would  not,  be  removed  from  thence :  nor  did 
Lady  de  Bougainville  desire  it.  If  she  had 
any  feeling  at  all  in  her  frozen  heart,  it  was  the 
craving  to  see,  morning  after  morning,  when 
she  rose  to  begin  the  dreary  day,  the  sun  shin- 
ing on  the  tall  spire  of  Brierley  Church,  under 
the  shadow  of  which  her  three  daughters  lay : 
her  three  sons,  likewise,  in  time ;  for  after  some 
years  she  had  them  brought  home  from  Switz- 
erland, and  laid  there  too,  to  sleep  all  together 
under  the  honey- scented,  bee -haunted  lime- 
trees  which  we  are  so  proud  of  in  our  Brierley 
church-yard. 

In  the  early  days  of  her  desolation  she  had 
parted  with  Oldham  Court,  according  to  the 
conditions — which  she  and  her  son  Cesar  had 
once  laughed  at  as  ridiculously  impossible — of 
Mr.  Oldham's  will.  She  sold  the  estate,  but 
not  to  a  stranger ;  for  another  impossibility,  as 
was  thought,  also  happened.  Lady  Emma,  so 
tenderly  cherished,  lingered  several  years,  and 
before  she  died  left  a  son — a  living  son — for 
whom  his  father  bought  the  ancestral  property, 
and  who,  taking  his  mother's  maiden  name,  be- 
came in  time  Mr.  Oldham  of  Oldham  Court. 
When  Lady  de  Bougainville  heard  of  this,  she 
smiled,  saying,  "It  is  well ;"  but  she  never  saw 
the  place  again,  nor  expressed  the  slightest  de- 
sire to  do  so.  Indeed,  from  that  time  forward 
she  never  was  ten  miles  distant  from,  nor  slept 
a  single  night  out  of,  Brierley  Hall. 

She  and  Sir  Edward  lived  there  in  total  se- 
clusion. No  guests  ever  crossed  the  threshold 
of  their  beautiful  house ;  their  wide  gardens 
and  pleasure-grounds  they  had  all  to  themselves. 
In  summer  time  they  lived  very  much  out  of 
doors ;  it  amused  Sir  Edward  ;  and  there  were 
neither  children  nor  children's  friends  to  hide 
his  infirmities  from,  so  that  his  wife  let  him 
wander  wherever  he  chose.  He  followed  her 
about  like  a  dog,  and  if  left  a  minute  wailed 
after  her  like  a  deserted  infant.  His  entire  and 
childlike  dependence  upon  her  was  perhaps  a 
balm  to  the  empty  mother -heart.  Bridget 
sometimes  thought  so. 

It  was  needed.    Othenvise,  in  the  blank  rao- 
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notony  of  her  days,  with  nothing  to  dread,  no- 
thing to  hope  for,  nothing  to  do,  in  the  forced 
self-containedness  of  her  stony  grief,  and  in  the 
constant  companionship  of  that  half- insane 
mind,  Josephine's  own  might  have  tottered 
from  its  balance.  Slie  used  sometimes  to  have 
the  strangest  fancies  —  to  hear  her  children's 
voices  about  the  empty  house,  to  see  them  mov- 
ing in  her  room  at  night.  And  she  would  sit 
for  hours,  motionless  as  a  statue,  with  her  now 
constantly  idle  hands  crossed  on  her  lap  ;  living 
over  and  over  again  the  old  life  at  Wren's  Nest, 
with  the  impression  that  presently  she  should 
go  back  to  it  again,  and  find  the  narrow,  noisy, 
poverty-haunted  cottage  just  as  before,  with  no- 
thing and  no  one  changed.  At  such  times,  if 
Bridget,  Avho  kept  as  close  to  her  as  Sir  Ed- 
ward's presence  rendered  possible,  and  kept  ev- 
ery one  else  sedulously  away,  suddenly  disturb- 
ed her  dream,  Lady  de  Bougainville  Avould 
wonder  which  was  the  dream  and  which  the 
reality;  whether  she  were  alive  and  her  chil- 
dren gone,  or  they  living  and  she  dead. 

To  rouse  her,  there  came  after  a  while  some 
salutary  suffering.  In  the  slow  progress  of  his 
disease,  Sir  Edward's  failing  mind  took  a  new 
turn.  That  extreme  terror  of  death  which  he 
had  always  had  became  his  rooted  and  domi- 
nant idea.  He  magnified  every  little  ache  and 
pain,  and  whenever  he  was  really  ill  fell  into  a 
condition  of  frantic  fear.  All  religious  conso- 
lations failed  him.  That  peculiar  form  of  doc- 
trine which  he  professed — or  rather,  that  cor- 
ruption of  it,  such  as  is  received  by  narrow  and 
weak  natures— did  not  support  him  in  the  least. 
He  grew  uncertain  of  what  he  was  once  so  com- 
placently sure  of — his  being  one  of  the  "  elect ;" 
and,  in  any  case,  the  thought  of  approaching 
mortality,  of  being  dragged  away  from  the  com- 
fortable world  he  knew  into  one  he  did  not 
know,  and,  despite  his  own  poetical  pictures  of 
glory  hereafter,  he  did  not  seem  too  sure  of, 
filled  him  Avith  a  morbid  terror  that  was  the 
most  painful  phase  of  his  illness.  He  fancied 
himself  doomed  to  eternal  perdition  ;  and  the 
well-arranged  "scheme  of  salvation,"  which  he 
used  to  discuss  so  glibly,  as  if  it  were  a  mere 
mathematical  problem,  and  he  knew  it  all, 
faded  out  from  his  confused  brain,  leaving  only 
a  fearful  image  of  the  Father  as  such  preach- 
ers describe  Him — an  angry  God,  more  terri- 
ble than  any  likeness  of  revengeful  man,  pur- 
suing all  His  creatures  who  will  not,  or  can  not, 
accept  His  mercy,  into  the  lowest  deep  of  judg- 
ment— the  hell  which  He  has  made.  Eor  this, 
put  plainly — God  forbid  I  should  put  it  pro- 
fanely!— is  the  awful  doctrine  which  such  so- 
called  Christians  hold  —  also,  strange  to  say, 
many  most  real  and  earnest  Christians,  loving 
and  tender,  pitiful  and  just ;  who  would  not  for 
worlds  act  like  the  God  they  believe  in.  Which 
mystery  we  can  only  solve  by  hoping  that,  un- 
der its  external  corruption,  there  is  a  perma- 
nent divineness  in  human  nature  which  makes 
it  independent  of  even  the  most  atrocious  creed. 

But  Sir  Edwards's  religion  was  of  the  head. 
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not  of  the  heart ;  a  creed,  and  nothing  more. 
When,  in  his  day  of  distress,  he  leaned  upon  it, 
it  broke  like  a  reed.  His  feeble  mind  went 
swinging  to  and  fro  in  wild  uncertainty,  and  he 
clung  to  his  wife  Avith  a  desperation  pitiful  to 
see. 

"Don't  leave  me!  not  for  a  minute,"  he 
would  say,  during  their  long  weary  days  and 
dreadful  nights,  ''and  pray  for  me — keep  al- 
ways praying,  that  I  may  not  die,  that  I  may 
be  allowed  to  live  a  little  longer. " 

Poor  wretch !  as  if  in  the  Life-giver  and  Life- 
taker — omniponent  as  benign — he  saw  only  an 
avenging  demon,  lower  even  than  the  God 
whom,  after  his  small  material  notions,  he  had 
so  eloquently  described,  and  so  patronizingly 
served.  At  this  time,  if  she  had  not  had  her 
six  dead  children  to  think  of — her  children,  so 
loving  and  loved,  Avhom  God  could  not  have 
taken  in  anger;  who,  when  the  first  shock  of 
their  death  had  passed  away,  began  to  live 
again  to  her,  as  it  were ;  to  wander  about  her 
like  ministering  angels,  whispering,  "God  is 
good,  God  is  good  still ;"  but  for  this,  I  doubt, 
Josephine  would  have  turned  infidel  or  athe- 
ist. 

As  it  was,  the  spectacle  of  that  miserable 
soul,  still  retaining  consciousness  enough  to  be 
aware  of  its  misery,  roused  her  into  a  clear, 
bold,  steady  searching  out  of  religious  truth,  so 
far  as  finite  creatures  can  ever  reach  it.  And 
she  found  it — by  what  means  it  is  useless  here 
to  relate,  nor  indeed  would  it  avail  any  human 
being,  for  every  human  being  must  search  out 
truth  for  himself.  Out  of  the  untenable  nega- 
tion to  which  her  husband's  state  of  mind  led, 
there  forced  itself  upon  hers  a  vital  aflirmative ; 
the  only  alternative  possible  to  souls  such  as 
that  which  God  had  given  her — a  soul  which 
longs  after  Him,  can  not  exist  without  Him,  is 
eager  to  know  and  serve  Him,  if  He  only  will 
show  it  the  way ;  but  whether  or  not,  determin- 
ately  loving  Him ;  which  love  is,  to  itself,  the 
most  conclusive  evidence  of  His  own. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  Lady  de  Bou- 
gainville was  ever  an  "orthodox"  Christian; 
indeed,  unlike  most  Christians,  she  never  took 
upon  herself  to  decide  what  was  orthodox  and 
what  heterodox ;  but  a  Christian  she  became ; 
in  faith  and  life,  and  also  in  due  outward  cere- 
monial ;  while  in  her  own  spirit  she  grew  whol- 
ly at  peace.  Out  of  the  clouds  and  thick  dark- 
ness in  which  He  had  veiled  Himself,  she  had 
seen  God — God  manifest  in  Christ,  and  she  was 
satisfied. 

"It  is  strange,"  she  would  say  to  Bridget, 
when  coming  for  a  moment's  breathing  space 
out  of  the  atmosphere  of  religious  despair  which 
surrounded  poor  Sir  Edward  —  "strange,  but 
this  gloom  only  seems  to  make  my  light  grow 
stronger.  I  used  to  talk  about  it — we  all  do — 
but  never  until  my  darlings  were  there  did  I 
really  believe  in  the  other  world." 

And  slowly,  slowly,  in  the  fluctuations  of  his 
lingering  illness,  did  she  try  to  make  it  as  clear 
to  her  husband  as  it  was  to  herself.  Some- 


times she  succeeded  for  a  little,  and  then  the 
shadows  darkened  down  again.  But  I  can  not, 
would  not  even  if  I  could,  dilate  on  the  history 
of  this  terrible  time,  wherein  day  by  day,  week 
by  week,  and  month  by  month,  Josephine  was 
taught  the  hardest  lesson  possible  to  a  woman 
of  her  temperament — patiently  and  without  hope 
to  endure. 

There  is  a  song  which  of  all  others  my  dear 
old  lady  used  most  to  like  hearing  me  sing ;  it 
is  in  Mendelssohn's  Oratorio  of  "St.  Paul:" 
"Be  thou  faithful  until  death,  and  I  will  give 
thee  a  crown  of  life."  I  never  hear  it,  with 
its  sweet,  clear  tenor  notes  dying  away  in  the 
words  "Be  thou  faithful — be  thou  faithful  un- 
til death,"  without  thinking  of  her.  She  was 
"faithful." 

Sir  Edward  had  a  long  season  of  failing 
health ;  but  at  last  the  death  of  which  he  was 
frightened  came  upon  him  unawares.  The  old 
heart-disease,  which  had  once  been  so  carefully 
concealed  from  him,  after  lying  dormant  for 
years,  till  his  wife  herself  had  almost  forgotten 
it,  reappeared,  and  advanced  quicker  than  the 
disease  of  the  brain.  It  was  wefl.  That  final 
time  of  complete  idiocy,  which  the  doctors 
warned  her  must  be,  and  to  which,  though  she 
kept  up  her  strength  to  meet  it,  she  sometimes 
looked  forward  with  indescribable  dread,  would 
never  come. 

Her  husband  woke  up  one  night,  oppressed 
with  strange  sensations,  and  asked,  as  his  daugh- 
ter Adrienne  had  asked,  but  oh,  with  what  a 
different  face — "Can  this  be  dying?" 

It  was ;  his  wife  knew  it,  and  she  had  to  tell 
him  so. 

Let  me  cover  over  that  awful  scene.  Bridget 
was  witness  to  it,  until  even  she  was  gently 
thrust  away  by  her  beloved  mistress,  who  for 
more  than  an  hour  afterward,  until  seclusion 
was  no  longer  possible,  locked  the  door. 

Toward  morning,  the  mental  horrors  as  well 
as  the  bodily  sufferings  of  the  dying  man  abated 
a  little ;  but  still  he  kept  fixed  upon  his  wife 
that  frightened  gaze,  as  if  she,  and  she  only, 
could  save  him. 

"Josephine!"  he  cried  continually,  "come 
near  me — nearer  still ;  hold  me  fast ;  take  care 
of  me!" 

"I  will,"  she  said,  and  lay  down  beside  him 
on  the  bed — her  poor  husband,  all  she  had  left 
in  the  world  ! — almost  praying  that  it  might  be 
the  will  of  God  to  lengthen  out  a  little  longer 
his  hopeless,  useless  life,  even  though  this  might 
prove  to  herself  a  torture  and  a  burden  greater 
than  she  could  bear.  But  all  the  while  she  felt 
her  wish  was  vain ;  that  he  must  go — was  al- 
ready going. 

"  Edward,"  she  whispered,  and  took  finn 
hold  of  the  nerveless  hand  which  more  than 
thirty  years  ago  had  placed  the  wedding-ring 
upon  her  finger — "Edward,  do  not  be  afraid; 
I  am  close  beside  you — to  the  very  last." 

"Yes,"  he  said,  "but  afterward?  Where 
am  I  going  ?  Tell  me,  where  am  I  going  ?  Or 
go  with  me.    Can  you  not  go  with  me  ?" 
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.  ■  "I  wish  I  could!!'  she  sobbed.  "Oh,  Ed- 
ward, I  wish  I  could 

Then  again  she  told  him  not  to  be  afraid. 
"Say  'Our  Father,' just  as  the  children  used 
to  do  at  night.  .  He  is  our  Father.  He  will 
not  harm  yon,  He  will  only  touch  you — though 
how,  I  do  not  know  ;  but  surely,  surely  He  will ! 
Edward — husband,"  pressing  closer  to  his  ear 
as  the  first  struggles  of  death  came  on,  and  the 
blindness  of  death  began  to  creep  over  his  eyes. 
"There  is  nothing  to  be  afraid  of ;  God  is  good." 

And  then,  when  speech  had  quite  failed  him, 
Josephine  crept  down  on  her  knees  beside  the 
bed,  and  repeated  in  her  sweet,  clear  voice, 
"  Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,"  to  the  end. 

The  words,  comprehensible  to  the  feeblest 
intellect,  yet  all  that  the  sublimest  faith  can 
arrive  at,  might  have  reached  him,  or  might 
not,  God  knows !  but  the  dying  man's  strug- 
gles ceased,  and  a  quiet  look,  not  unlike  his 
daughter  Adrienne  —  the  one  of  his  children 
who  most  resembled  him — came  over  his  face. 
In  that  sudden  "lightening  before  death"  so 
often  seen,  he  opened  his  eyes,  and  fixed  them 
on  his  wife  with  the  gaze  almost  of  her  young 
lover  Edward  Scanlan.  She  stooped  and  kissed 
him ;  and  while  she  was  kissing  him  he  slipped 
away,  where  she  could  not  "take  care"  of  him 
any  more. 

Thither  —  it  is  not  I  who  dare  follow  and 
judge  him.  Poor  Sir  Edward  de  Bougain- 
ville I 
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*'  I  hope  that  the  time  may  soon  arrive  wheu  the  two 
governmeuts  can  approach  a  solution  of  this  moment- 
ous question  with  an  appreciation  of  what  is  due  to 
the  rights,  dignity,  and  honor  of  each,  and  with  the 
determination  not  only  to  remove  the  causes  of  com- 
plaint in  the  past,  but  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a 
broad  principle  of  public  law,  which  will  prevent  fu- 
ture differences,  and  tend  to  firm  and  continuous  peace 
and  Mendship."— President  GranVs  Message. 

THE  writer  of  these  pages  has  had  some  op- 
portunity of  knowing  not  only  how  sincere- 
ly these  sentiments  are  entertained  by  the  Pres- 
ident and  his  Cabinet,  but  also  how  cordially 
they  are  reciprocated  by  the  present  English 
government.  If  only  the  people  on  both  sides 
of  the  water  could  understand  more  thorough- 
ly the  temper  and  sentiments  of  each,  could 
look  a  little  more  clearly  into  each  other's 
hearts,  could  know  a  little  more  absolutely  what 
have  been  the  acts  and  what  are  now  the 
thoughts  each  of  the  other,  the  end  Avhich  is  so 
much  to  be  desired  might  be  nearer  accomplish- 
ment. But,  hitherto,  the  fact  that  the  people 
on  neither  side  have  fully  appreciated  the  situa- 
tion or  the  sentiments  of  the  other  has  pre- 
vented any  real  approach  to  a  settlement  of  the 
questions  at  issue.  It  is  the  object  of  the  pres- 
ent paper  to  state  Avhat  fell  beneath  the  writ- 
er's observation  during  a  recent  three  or  four 
months'  stay  in  England,  and  by  proving  to 
Americans  what  is  really  the  state  of  feeling 
there,  to  do  some  little,  perhaps,  toward  fos- 
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tering  those  relations  on  both  sides  which  only 
can  conduce  to  the  prosperity  of  each  and  of 
mankind. 

The  rejection  of  the  Johnson -Clarendon 
treaty,  the  speech  of  Mr.  Sumner  in  the  Senate 
on  the  13th  of  April  last,  and  the  able  dispatch 
of  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Motley  on  the  25th  of  Sep- 
tember, as  well  as  the  language  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Message,  have  at  last  presented  to  the  peo- 
ple and  government  of  England  not  only  a  full 
exposition  of  the  views  of  the  present  adminis- 
tration in  the  matter  of  our  international  rela- 
tions, but  also  a  statement  of  the  feelings  almost 
universally  entertained  on  this  side  of  the  At- 
lantic toward  England.  The  arguments  have 
been  put  so  ably  that  it  is  not  likely  any  Amer- 
ican will  utter  them  with  more  force,  and  the 
expression  of  feeling  is  so  unmistakably  and 
almost  unanimously  approved  by  the  country, 
that  the  English  probably  noAV  understand  per- 
fectly well  what  America  regards  as  her  side 
of  the  case.  They  seem,  indeed,  by  the  tone 
of  the  utterances  since  the  publication  of  the 
Message,  to  appreciate  not  only  the  sense  of 
injury  entertained  by  Americans,  but  the  hearty 
desire  for  accommodation  and  harmony  which 
all  the  authoritative  expositions  from  American 
sources  have  contained.  I  say  all,  for  even 
Mr.  Sumner,  whose  speech  has  been  in  England 
the  subject  of  so  much  bitter  comment  but  of 
so  little  careful  examination,  says:  "Be  the 
claims  more  or  less,  they  are  honestly  present- 
ed, with  the  conviction  that  they  are  just,  and 
they  should  be  considered  candidly,  so  that  they 
shall  no  longer  lower  like  a  cloud  ready  to  burst 
upon  the  two  nations,  which,  according  to  their 
inclinations,  can  do  each  other  such  infinite  in- 
jury or  infinite  good,  I  know  it  is  sometimes 
said  that  war  between  us  must  come  sooner  or 
later.  I  do  not  believe  it.  But  if  it  must  come, 
let  it  come  later ^  and  then  I  am  s^ire  it  will  never 
come.  Meamvhile,  good  men  must  unite  to  make 
it  impossible.''^ 

In  Mr.  Motley's  original  letter  of  instructions, 
recently  published,  will  be  found  the  following 
paragraph  :  "  Upon  one  point  the  President  and 
the  Senate,  and  the  overwhelming  mass  of  the 
people  are  convinced — namely,  that  the  con- 
vention, from  its  character  and  terms,  or  from 
the  time  of  its  negotiation,  or  from  the  circum- 
stances attending  its  negotiation,  would  not  have 
removed  the  sense  of  existing  grievance,  would 
not  have  afforded  real  substantial  satisfaction 
to  the  people,  would  not  have  proved  a  hearty^ 
cordial  settlement  of  the  pending  questions,  but 
would  have  left  a  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  in- 
consistent with  the  relations  which  the  President 
desires  to  have  firmly  established  between  two  great 
nations  of  common  origin,  common  language,  and 
common  objects  in  the  advancement  of  the  civilization 
of  the  age.  The  President  believes  the  rejection 
of  the  treaty  to  have  been  in  the  interest  of  peace 
and  in  the  direction  of  a  more  peyfect  and  cordial 
friendship  between  the  two  countries,  and  in 
this  belief  he  fully  approved  the  action  of  the 
Senate." 
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So  again,  in  Mr.  Fish's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Mot- 
ley of  the  2oth  of  September  last,  these  words 
occur:  "All  these  are  subjects  for  future  con- 
sideration, which,  when  the  time  for  action 
shall  arrive,  the  President  will  consider,  with 
sincere  and  earnest  desire  that  all  the  diiFer- 
ences  between  the  two  nations  may  be  adjusted 
amicably  and  compatibly  with  the  honor  of 
each,  and  to  the  promotion  of  future  concord 
between  them,  to  which  end  he  will  spare  no  ef- 
forts within  the  range  of  his  supreme  duty  to 
the  rights  and  interests  of  the  United  States." 

I  think,  then,  it  may  fairly  be  taken  for  grant- 
ed that  the  English  now  understand,  not  only 
that  America  feels  that  she  has  sustained  a  great 
wrong,  but  that  she  is  extremely  anxious  to 
have  all  difficulties  amicably  settled,  and  to  pre- 
serve hereafter  a  closer  harmony  with  that  coun- 
try Avith  which,  after  all,  we  have  more  in  com- 
mon than  with  any  other  people  on  the  globe. 

The  Johnson-Clarendon  treaty  was  rejected 
almost  unanimously  by  the  Senate  on  the  13tli 
day  of  April  last,  and  on  the  same  day  a  suc- 
cessor to  Mr.  Johnson  Avas  confirmed.  The 
speech  made  by  Mr.  Sumner  on  this  occasion 
reached  England  a  few  weeks  before  Mr.  Mot- 
ley's arrival,  and  produced  an  immense  sensa- 
tion there.  Mr.  Sumner  himself  had  been  fa- 
miliar Avith  the  most  distinguished  circles  in 
London,  and  had  enjoyed  peculiar  intimacies 
Avith  all  the  leading  liberal  and  radical  English- 
men. But  almost  without  exception  these  dis- 
approved bis  speech,  and  the  position  Avhich 
they  imagined  it  to  assume.  The  censure  Avas 
severe ;  the  neAA'spaper  press  Avas  especially  in- 
dignant, and  the  tone  of  society  unanimous ; 
Avhile  members  of  the  gOA-emment  alluded  to 
the  speech  in  tones  of  reprehension  from  their 
places  in  Parliament.  Mr.  Motley  Avas  knoAvn 
to  be  the  intimate  friend  of  Mr.  Sumner,  and  to 
haA'e  been  urged  by  him  upon  the  President  for 
the  post  of  Minister  to  London ;  to  have  been 
confirmed  by  the  Senate  immediately  after  the 
utterance  of  Mr.  Sumner's  speech,  and  on  his 
motion ;  and  there  Avere  not  Avanting  surmises 
that  the  ncAV  Minister  might  meet  Avith  a  less 
pleasant  reception  than  could  be  desired.  These 
surmises,  hoAvever,  Avere  speedily  shown  to  be 
unfounded. 

Mr.  Motley  arrived  at  Liverpool  on  the  29th 
of  May,  and  Avas  met  at  the  landing  by  the 
Mayor  of  the  town,  Avho  proff"ered  his  state 
carriage  to  convey  the  Minister  to  his  lodgings. 
Mr.  Motley  had  been  previously  notified  that 
the  Liverpool  Chambers  of  Commerce  Avished 
to  present  him  addresses  of  Avelcome  before  he 
left  for  London,  and,  accordingly,  he  remained  a 
day  to  receive  them.  The  addresses  Avere  of  the 
most  cordial  character,  expressing  great  respect 
for  the  ncAV  administration  in  America  (whose 
first  action  tOAvard  England  had  been  to  indorse 
the  rejection  of  the  claims  treaty),  and  also 
signifying  complete  satisfaction  at  President 
Grant's  selection  of  a  representative.  Mr. 
Motley  replied  in  courteous  language,  giving 
utterance  to  equally  fervid  desires  for  the  ami- 


cable settlement  of  all  difficulties,  upon  a  basis 
consistent  Avitli  the  honor,  dignity,  and  rights 
of  each  nation.  His  action  in  receiA'ing  these 
addresses,  as  Avell  as  the  text  of  his  replies,  Avas 
promptly  reported  to  his  government,  and  as 
promptly  commended.  The  civilities  shoAvn 
him,  hoAvever,  Avere  popular  as  Avell  as  official, 
for  a  large  croAvd  Avas  present  at  the  station,  and 
loudly  cheered  him  as  he  was  leaving  Liver- 
pool. 

Com.pliments  of  every  sort  poured  in  on  his 
arrival  in  London.  The  Queen  herself  signified 
her  gratification  at  his  appointment,  and  devi- 
ated from  court  etiquette  to  pay  a  civility  to 
the  ncAV  Minister  and  his  family.  The  same 
disposition  Avas  apparent  ever}'-  Avhere  in  society, 
although  the  comments  so  freely  made  in  the 
American  press  upon  the  object  and  results  of 
the  hospitalities  offered  to  Mr,  Motley's  pred- 
ecessor might  not  unnaturally  have  inclined 
unofficial  personages  to  be  less  lavish  of  com- 
pliments. Nothing  of  the  sort,  hoAvever,  Avas 
noticeable.  Every  circumstance  shoAved  that 
despite  the  rejection  of  the  treaty,  there  was  a 
disposition  to  be  in  every  Avay  cordial  to  the 
ncAv  representative  of  the  United  States. 

Nevertheless  public  and  private  opinion  in 
regard  to  Mr.  Sumner  remained  unmodified. 
It  seemed  to  be  even  more  excited  because  of 
his  speech  than  because  of  the  rejection  of  the 
treaty.  The  speech  itself,  hoAvever,  AA-as  very 
little  read.  A  fcAv  extracts,  some  garbled, 
others  misquoted,  and,  perhaps,  here  and  there, 
one  given  correctly,  Avere  bandied  around  in 
the  press,  and  the  entire  tone  and  object  of  it 
misapprehended.  I  Avas  often  asked  by  influen- 
tial persons  if  the  speech  Avas  representative  of 
American  sentiment,  to  Avhich  I  invariably  re- 
plied, that  the  idea  of  it  current  in  England 
Avas  not  representatiA'e ;  that  I  had  not  met  tAvo 
Englishmen  aa^Iio  Avould  say  that  they  had  read 
it ;  that  I  had  never  seen  a  copy  of  it  in  En- 
gland, except  those  Avhich  I  carried  thither; 
but  that  the  real  speech,  as  a  statement  of  the 
grievance  Avhich  the  Avhole  loyal  American  peo- 
ple felt  they  had  sustained  at  English  hands, 
AA'as  eminently  representative. 

This,  hoAvever,  did  not  seem  to  be  satisfac- 
tory. The  Liberals,  especially,  Avere  sore  on  the 
subject.  They  seemed  to  me  to  feel  as  if  they 
had  been  unjustly  treated,  as  if  in  his  arraign- 
ment of  England  the  Senator  should  have  es- 
pecially exempted  them.  They  complained  that 
they,  Avho  had  been  stanch  friends  of  America 
during  the  AA'ar,  Avere  coupled  Avith  the  men  and 
charged  Avith  the  acts  of  those  Avho  had  been 
our  bitterest  enemies.  Hoav  mistaken  they 
Avere  is  proved  by  Mr.  Sumner's  remarks  in  his 
speech  at  Worcester,  in  September  last :  "  It  is 
said.  Why  not  consider  our  good  friends  in  En- 
gland, and  especially  those  noble  Avorking-men 
Avho  stood  by  us  so  bravely  ?  We  do  consider 
them  always,  and  give  them  gratitude  for  their 
generous  alliance.  They  belong  to  Avhat  our  OAvn 
poet  has  called  '  the  long  nobility  of  toil.'  But 
they  are  not  England,    We  trace  no  damage 
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to  them,  nor  to  any  class,  high  or  low,  but  to  En- 
gland, corporate  England,  through  Avhose  gov- 
ernment we  suffered."  His  earlier  speech, 
however,  it  seems  to  me,  could  never  be  fairly 
construed  to  include  John  Bright  with  Earl 
Russell,  or  to  confound  the  Lancashire  weavers 
with  the  Lairds  and  Roebucks. 

Indeed,  I  was  assured  again  and  again,  and 
most  positively,  by  Liberals  and  Conservatives, 
by  men  of  all  shades  of  opinion,  by  members 
of  the  government,  members  of  both  Houses 
of  Parliament,  by  dissenting  ministers  and  men 
of  letters,  clergymen  of  the  Church  and  Irish 
barristers,  that  the  English  people  were  by  no 
means  such  a  unit  in  hostility  to  the  Union  dur- 
ing the  war  as  is  commonly  supposed  in  Ameri- 
ca. If  I  understand  the  current  opinion  here 
among  those  generally  believed  to  be  best  in- 
formed, it  is  that  the  Avhole  mass  of  the  En- 
glish nation  were  delighted  when  our  troubles 
begun,  hoped  to  see  the  American  people  per- 
manently broken  up  and  the  republic  divided ; 
that  this  arose,  on  the  part  of  the  aristocracy, 
from  a  not  unnatural  hatred  of  our  institutions, 
which  they  thought  a  standing  reproach  to  their 
own  ;  and,  on  the  part  of  the  middle  and  work- 
ing-classes, from  a  dislike  to  the  growing  strength 
of  a  nation  already  a  rival,  and  which  they  fear- 
ed might  possibly  become  a  superior.  It  is  not 
believed  that  the  English  had  any  particular 
liking  for  the  South,  and  their  abhorrence  of 
slavery  had  long  been  notorious ;  but  it  is  be- 
lieved that  they  Avere  willing  to  subordinate 
their  dislike  of  slavery  to  their  desire  for  the 
downfall  of  the  Union,  and  when  this  should 
be  accomplished  they  would  be  as  willing  to  see 
the  South  destroyed  as  the  North.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  this  sentiment  was  at  the  bottom 
of  all  that  was  done  in  England  of  which  Ave 
now  complain.  Whether  right  or  wn'ong,  this 
belief  is  almost  universal  in  America.  This  the 
English  have  only  lately  seemed  to  discover ; 
and  some  of  their  writers  now  affect  to  sneer  at 
it  as  the  sentimental  grievance. 

But  great  wars  have  ere  now  arisen  out  of 
sentimental  grievances,  and  it  is  not  beneath 
the  province  nor  the  dignity  of  statesmen  to 
notice,  and,  if  possible,  remove  such  causes  of 
discord.  However,  the  statesmen  will  doubt- 
less determine  for  themselves  whether  or  not  to 
discuss  these  matters ;  but  it  may  be  well  for 
those  who  are  anxious  for  the  peace  of  the 
world  and  the  advancement  of  the  best  inter- 
ests of  humanity  to  consider  whether  such  a 
sentiment  as  undoubtedly  exists  can  not  be  cor- 
rected, if  it  is  ill-founded  ;  or,  if  otherwise,  al- 
layed by  action  contrary  to  that  which  was  its 
cause. 

But,  without  exception,  Englishmen  said  to 
me  that  there  was  no  such  unanimity  of  hostil- 
ity toward  the  Union,  during  the  war,  as  Amer- 
icans believe.  They  acknowledged,  of  course, 
that  the  current  of  feeling  among  the  upper 
classes  was  strongly  in  favor  of  the  rebels  ;  very 
many  admitted  that  the  action  of  their  govern- 
ment had  been  unfair ;  and  some  even  declared 
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that  the  recognition  of  rebel  belligerency  had 
been  inspired  by  a  hostile  spirit  (though  I  never 
found  an  Englishman  who  did  not  maintain 
that  every  "nation  is  its  own  judge  when  to 
accord  the  right  of  belligerency")  ;  but  they 
declared  that  the  mass  of  the  Liberal  party  and 
of  the  working-people  of  England  were  strongly 
in  favor  of  the  Union.  Liberal  men  have  even 
asserted  to  me  that  nothing  but  a  knowledge 
of  this  fact  withheld  Lord  Palmerston  from 
open  war — either  by  acknowledging  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  South,  or  by  proceedings  even 
more  abrupt  than  those  at  the  time  of  the  Trent 
difficulty  ;  while  conservative  peers,  who  openly 
admitted  that  they  themselves  had  sympathized 
with  what  they  delicately  styled  "the  weaker 
side,"  declared  that  the  mass  of  the  common 
people  had  not  been  with  them.  This  is  cer- 
tainly the  opinion  of  English  writers  and  poli- 
ticians. No  one  denies  that  Palmerston  and 
Russell  and  Gladstone  and  Lowe  were  against 
us ;  no  one  denies  that  you  can  count  on  your 
fingers  the  members  of  the  House  of  Peers 
Avho,  like  the  Duke  of  Argyll  and  Lord  Hough- 
ton, were  our  friends  ;  that  the  aristocracy,  as 
a  body,  thought  that  the  downfall  of  the  de- 
mocracy would  be  a  good  thing;  nor  that  the 
merchants,  as  a  body,  Avhose  interests  would 
have  been  subserved  by  the  destruction  of  a 
commercial  rival,  were  decidedly  opposed  to 
the  Union.  But  they  point  to  Bright  and  For- 
ster,  and  Mill  and  Cobden,  and  Milner  Gibson, 
and  other  radicals — men  who  led  a  party  strong 
enough  to  force  its  way  into  the  actual  govern- 
ment, and  who  openly  and  constantly  and  forci- 
bly avowed  their  sympathies  with  the  North ; 
they  point  to  the  suffering  and  starving,  but 
still  stanch  Manchester  men ;  they  point  to 
meetings  of  sympathy  held  all  over  England 
for  the  North,  and  to  the  fact  that  no  popular 
assemblage  to  express  sympathy  with  the  South 
could  succeed. 

This  view  was  new  to  me,  and  I  urged 
strongly  upon  those  who  maintained  it  that  it 
should  be  authoritatively  presented  from  En- 
glish sources,  and  facts  stated  in  number  and 
force  sufficient  to  prove  its  correctness.  I  did 
not  pretend  to  be  convinced,  but  assured  them 
that  if  the  public  mind  of  America  could  be 
convinced  of  the  accuracy  of  their  statements, 
much  would  be  done  to  allay  or  change  the 
tone  of  feeling  there.  A  London  letter  in  the 
New  York  Tribune,  of  December  25,  signed 
T.  H.,  and  doubtless  Avritten  by  the  author  of 
"Tom  Brown,"  sets  forth  very  forcibly  what 
I  mean : 

"From  the  very  first  the  United  States  had  the 
ptauch  advocacy  of  the  soundest  portion  of  our  press. 
Of  the  two  leading  and  most  iullueutial  weeklies,  the 
Spectator  fought  for  you  at  the  risk  of  absolute  ruin ; 
for  its  circulation  is  chiefly  among  the  very  class  which 
was  most  unfriendly,  and  whose  prejudices  were  faith- 
fully represented  ])y  the  Saturday  Review  and  the  Times. 
In  the  same  way  the  Daily  News  and  the  Morning  Star 
never  faltered  for  a  moment ;  and  a  great  number  of 
the  best  provincial  journals  took  up  and  steadily  main- 
tained your  cause,  especially  after  the  appearance  of 
President  Lincoln's  proclamation.   If,  again,  you  like 
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to  appeal  from  the  press  and  from  anonymous  writers 
to  those  who  wrote  and  spoke  in  their  own  names,  the 
case  in  our  favor  is  at  least  as  strong.  Carlyle  and 
Euskin  may  be  quoted,  perhaps,  as  strong  sympa- 
thizers with  the  rebellion ;  but  they  never  wrote  de- 
liberately and  seriously  on  the  subject;  and  no  other 
authors  of  note,  so  far  as  I  remember,  openly  took  the 
same  side.  Surely  Mill  and  Sir  Charles  Lyell  and 
Goldwin  Smith  ought  to  neutralize  these  two  names ; 
and  Cairns's  admirable  volume,  published  in  the  first 
year  of  the  war,  and  putting  your  case  as  strongly  as 
you  could  wish,  was  never  answered,  and  remains  the 
most  effective  English  publication  touching  the  great 
struggle.  Or  look  at  Parliament.  Not  only  was  no 
vote  hostile  to  you  ever  given,  but  the  friends  of  the 
rebellion  never  dared  even  to  take  a  division ;  and 
Mr.  Gregory,  the  member  for  Galway,  a  comparatively 
unknown  man,  was  the  most  weighty  politician  who 

openly  advocated  interference  I  have  been  at  many 

public  meetings  in  London  in  the  last  twenty  years, 
but  I  have  never  seen  one  approaching  in  numbers  or 
enthusiasm  that  which  flooded  Exeter  Hall,  filling  not 
only  the  great  concert-room  and  every  other  public 
room  in  the  building,  but  the  neighboring  streets.... 
In  all  that  vast  crowd,  broken  up  as  it  was  into  six  or 
seven  public  meetings,  thei-e  was  but  one  feeling  of 
hearty  and  thorough  sympathy  with  you,  and  confi- 
dence that  the  Union  would  be  saved  and  slavery 
abolished.   It  did  the  business  once  for  all  for  the 

metropolis  Those  who  malign  you  most  among  us 

say  that  the  sympathy  you  long  for  is  that  of  our  fine 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  fluukyism  being  as  rampant 
with  you  as  with  us.  We  don't  believe  them ;  but 
shall  never  silence  them  till  we  can  show  that  you  ap- 
preciate the  fact  that  nearly  all  the  brains  and  heart 
of  England  were  on  your  side." 

It  is,  however,  only  fair  to  say  that  the  loyal 
Americans  who  were  in  England  during  the 
war,  almost  without  exception,  reject  this  view. 
They  believe  that  the  friends  of  the  Union,  even 
among  the  Liberals  or  in  the  working-classes, 
were  as  two  grains  of  wheat  in  two  bushels  of 
chaff.  They  remind  you  of  Liberals  like  LoAve 
and  Gladstone  and  Vernon  Harcourt ;  and  they 
can  remember  little  sympathy  that  was  extend- 
ed to  them  to  set  off  against  the  undisguised 
support  every  where  afforded  to  the  rebellion. 

The  court,  however,  was  always  the  friend 
of  the  North.  The  opinions  of  the  Prince  Con- 
sort are  w'ell  known,  and  his  royal  widow  never 
swerved  from  them.  The  Prince  of  "Wales, 
also,  never  forgot  the  hospitalities  he  had  re- 
ceived in  America,  and  recently  took  the  op- 
portunity of  the  unveiling  of  Mr.  Peabody's 
statue  to  say,  that  the  nine  years  which  have 
elapsed  since  he  was  the  object  of  those  hospi- 
talities have  not  obliterated  their  memory. 
Whatever  influence  the  royal  family  of  England 
could  exert  during  the  rebellion  was  throw^n 
into  the  scale  of  the  Union.  This  is  admitted 
on  all  sides. 

But  whatever  may  once  have  been  the  feel- 
ing, there  is  no  doubt  that  noAv,  among  all 
classes,  a  profound  desire  exists  to  cultivate  the 
closest  relations  of  amity  with  the  United  States. 
It  is  not  improbable  that  something  of  this  de- 
sire originates  in  motives  of  policy.  The  suc- 
cess of  our  arms,  the  assured  unity  and  pros- 
perity of  our  country,  have  made  us  a  power 
whose  friendship  or  enmity  is  a  matter  of  in- 
difference to  none  ;  and  Englishmen  see  plain- 
ly enough  that  the  precedent  they  have  set  in 
international  law  is  one  from  which  no  people 


can  suffer  so  greatly  as  they.  It  is  all  very 
well,  too,  to  say  "Let  us  be  friends  I"  when  one 
party  has  injured  the  other,  and  retaliation,  it 
is  apparent,  may  at  any  time  be  attempted. 
Of  course  there  can  be  no  absolute  friendship 
while  one  retains  the  sense  of  wrong,  and  the 
other  momently  anticipates  retaliation. 

But  the  English  are  willing  to  do  much  more 
than  Americans  give  them  credit  for.  I  speak 
not  now  of  any  mere  official  willingness.  All 
the  world  can  read  what  the  present  govern- 
ment of  England  has  said  for  itself;  but  I 
I  mean  that  the  English  people  are  sincerely  anx- 
ious to  be  in  perfect  accord  with  the  United 
States;  that,  if  I  can  judge  of  their  temper, 
they  are  aware  that  they  did  us  a  WTong,  and 
are  willing  to  make  us  a  reparation.  Many 
persons  whose  Avords  are  very  significant  as- 
sured me  that  there  was  no  doubt  that  the  Ala- 
bama should  not  have  been  allowed  to  leave 
Liverpool ;  there  was  no  doubt  that  England 
was  answerable  for  the  damages  caused  by  her 
ravages  ;  there  was  no  doubt  of  the  entire  will- 
ingness of  the  English  people  to  pay  any  fair 
amount  that  might  be  adjudged.  These  gen- 
tlemen may  have  been  mistaken  in  their  opin- 
ion of  the  present  tone  of  sentiment  in  England  ; 
but  they  were  men  accustomed  to  feel  the  polit- 
ical pulse  ;  they  were  not  confined  to  one  party 
nor  to  one  position  in  life.  And  what  experi- 
ence I  had  of  English  society  confirmed  the  im- 
pression. The  English  would  be  glad  to  have 
the  question  settled,  and  are  willing  to  do  a 
good  deal  to  have  it  settled.  Lord  Clarendon 
has  said,  in  so  many  official  words,  that  the 
present  government  is  anxious  to  co-operate 
with  us  in  establishing  a  definite  principle  in 
international  law :  which,  in  itself,  is  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  insufficiency  of  that  prin- 
ciple according  to  which  England  has  thus  far 
been  acting. 

But  no  Englishman  is  willing  that  his  gov- 
ernment or  his  people  should  be  humiliated  ; 
and  this  feeling  is  the  secret  of  the  really  cause- 
less indignation  at  Mr.  Sumner's  unread  speech. 
By  some  extraordinary'  course  of  reasoning,  or 
rather,  perhaps,  because  of  the  failure  to  study 
that  speech,  the  notion  got  abroad  that  Mr. 
Sumner  had  demanded  an  abject  apology.  The 
words  were  given  hundreds  of  times  in  the  news- 
papers within  quotation  marks,  as  if  extracted 
from  the  speech  ;  whereas  they  had  never  been 
used  by  Mr.  Sumner,  and  as  certainly  never  in- 
tended. The  question  of  the  recognition  of 
belligerency  by  some  means  became  entangled 
with  this  idea.  It  was  supposed  that  the  United 
States  meant  to  demand  of  England  an  "ab- 
ject apology"  for  having  recognized  the  bellig- 
erent rights  of  the  rebels,  and  all  good  English- 
men were  naturally  indignant  at  the  idea.  They 
ought  by  this  time  to  be  disabused  of  it.  The 
express  language  of  Mr.  Motley's  instructions, 
of  Mr.  Fish's  dispatch  of  September  25,  and  of 
the  President's  Message,  leaves  no  doubt  of  the 
position  of  our  government  on  that  subject. 
Every  "nation  has  a  right  to  judge  when  to 
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accord  the  right  of  belligerency,"  but  of  course 
taking  all  the  responsibility  of  its  act.  The 
abstract  right  of  England  is  acknoAvledged  to 
recognize  the  belligerency  of  the  rebels  when 
she  did  ;  but  if  by  so  doing  she  encouraged  the 
Ijairds  and  their  fellows  to  acts  from  which  we 
afterward  received  damage,  it  is  a  fair  question 
whether,  between  peoples  who  desire  to  be 
friends,  this  should  not  induce  a  greater  anxie- 
ty to  atone  for  the  consequences  that  we  en- 
dured. It  is  not  said  that  these  considerations 
should  necessarily  increase  the  amount  of  rep- 
aration England  might  offer,  but  that  they 
might  fairly  and  honorably  increase  her  desire 
to  offer  such  reparation  as  would  be  proper  from 
one  great  and  powerful  country  to  another. 
This  may  be  called  a  demand  for  consequen- 
tial or  sentimental  damages ;  it  may  not  be  ex- 
actly the  technical  reasoning  of  a  mere  lawyer  ; 
but  those  who  deal  with  individuals,  who  know 
men,  can  say  how  often  sentiments  or  influ- 
ences like  these  affect  men's  actions ;  and  na- 
tions are  only  conglomerations  of  individuals  ; 
their  acts  also  depend  far  more  on  their  pas- 
sions than  on  their  arguments,  or  even  their 
interests. 

I  have  not  noticed  any  unwillingness  in  the 
English  mind  to  accept  these  ideas.  With,  so 
far  as  I  have  seen,  one  exception,  in  the  English 
press  (the  Saturday  Review),  the  tone  of  com- 
ment on  the  President's  Message  has  been  re- 
spectful and  amicable. 

The  London  Telegraph  of  December  8  says  : 

"General  Grant  speaks  as  the  representative  citizen 
who  has  quietly  aud  patiently  treasured  up  the  results 
of  curreut  opiuion,  aud  takes  care  that  he  shall  be 
fairly  en  rcqyport  with  public  sentimeut  before  he 
opens  his  mouth  —  he  accepts,  iu  the  most  literal 
seuse  of  the  words,  the  fauction  of  public  servant ;  he 
is  the  official  voice  as  well  as  the  executive  right  hand 
of  the  repiTblic.  It  may  then,  as  we  think,  be  assumed 
that  in  the  Message  we  have  a  careful  transcript  of 
the  ruling  sentiments  now  entertained  by  the  Amer- 
ican people.  Regarded  in  that  light,  it  is  imjjossible  to 
help  feeling  satisfied  with  tlie  general  tenor  of  the  docu- 
ment When,  leaving  the  past,  President  Grant  re- 
fers to  the  future,  he  uses  language  very  far  indeed 
from  indicating  either  prejudice,  resentment,  or  greed, 
lie  insinuates  no  menace,  repiidiates  no  suggestions 
of  compromise,  sets  up  as  arbiter  no  imperious  dictate 
of  national  self-will;  he  only  hopes  that  by-and-by 
both  govei-nments  will  attain  a  solution  in  harmony 
with  the  rights,  the  dignity,  and  honor  of  each  coun- 
try It  is  impossible  to  believe  that  the  Alabama  ques- 
tion, treated  in  the  tone  which  he  adopts,  can  have  any 
issues  that  ivill  disturb  the  friendhj  relations  of  the  two 
countries.^'' 

The  Standard,  the  ultra  Tory  organ,  of  the 
same  date,  remarks : 

"It  would  ill  become  Englishmen  to  refrain  from  a 
prompt  acknowledgment  of  the  dignified  and  states- 
man-like tone  which,  so  far  as  can  be  judged  from  the 
summaries  received  by  telegraph,  distinguishes  Pres- 
ident Grant's  Message  to  Congress  Even  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  treaty  would  have  failed  to  create  the  ex- 
citement which  it  actually  produced,  if  it  had  been  ac- 
companied at  the  time  by  language  like  that  in  which 
it  is  now  described.  The  reference,  therefore,  which 
the  President  makes  to  the  Alabama  controversy,  even 
though  he  does  us  injustice,  would  excite  no  irritation 

in  any  case  In  reference  to  the  rights  as  well  as  the 

duties  of  neutrals,  the  American  government  shows 
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itself  animated  with  feelings  so  closely  resembling 
our  own,  that  it  seems  only  reasonable  to  hope  we 
may  agree  some  day,  not  alone  in  our  view  of  future 
obligations,  but  iu  our  estimation  of  past  events." 

The  Times  misapprehends  entirely  the  Pres- 
ident's utterances,  and  the  position  of  the  gov- 
ernment in  regard  to  the  recognition  of  bellig- 
erency, but  says :  "  Every  one  in  England  will 
heartily  reciprocate  the  language  of  General 
Grant,  '  that  the  time  may  soon  arrive,  when  the 
two  governments  shall  approach,'  etc."  The 
News  falls  partially  into  the  error  of  the  Times, 
supposing  that  the  President  did  not  intend  to 
apply  to  the  difficulty  between  ourselves  and 
England  the  same  principle  which  he  announces 
in  the  Cuban  case ;  yet  the  News  also  says : 
"We  can  but  hope  with  President  Grant  that 
the  time  is  coming  '  when  the  two  governments, 
etc'  In  this  spirit  we  believe  that  a  general 
willingness  to  attempt  a  final  settlement  exists 
on  this  side." 

The  Pall  Mall  Gazette,  never  very  friendly  to 
America,  makes  the  same  mistake  as  its  con- 
temporaries, but  it  too  declares  : 

"  President  Grant's  own  Message  is  friendly,  in  spite 
of  the  grievauce  it  reiterates ;  and  we  shall  all  rejoice 
if  in  the  new  negotiations  at  which  he  hints  he  shall 
be  able  to  lay  with  us  '  the  foundations  of  broad  prin- 
ciples of  public  law,  which  would  prevent  futwre  dif- 
ferences, and  secure  firm,  continuous  peace  and  friend- 
ship.' A  discussion  of  principles  of  future  conduct 
will,  perhaps,  supply  o?iZjo^7isi(Zes  the  best  unconscious 
test  of  how  fiar  past  conduct,  in  its  official  records,  has 
been  at  variance  with  any  possible  principle." 

The  Spectator,  "whose  circulation  is  among 
the  class  which  was  most  unfriendly  to  Amer- 
ica during  the  war,  and  whose  prejudices  were 
fiiithfully  represented  by  the  London  Tiiues  and 
the  Saturday  Review,'^  seems  better  to  compre- 
hend the  President's  meaning,  which  one  would 
suppose  was  clearly  enough  expressed,  and 
says  : 

"To  imagine,  as  some  of  our  contemporaries  seem 
to  do,  that  the  President,  while  asserting  this  princi- 
ple on  behalf  of  America,  would  reject  it  on  behalf  of 
England,  is  to  forget  the  '  legality,'  the  habit  of  defer- 
ence to  precedent  and  law,  which  is  so  strbng  a  feat- 
ure in  all  American  diplomacy.  The  omission  must 
have  been  intentional"  (of  course  it  was  intentional) ; 
"and  if  it  is,  the  greatest  obstacle  to  remived  negotiation 
will  have  been  removed.  We  are  no  longer  asked  to 
apologize  for  having  been  in  the  right,  as  we  were,  iu 
our  acknowledgment  of  Southern  belligerency,  but  for 
having  been  in  the  wrong,  as  we  were,  in  our  unfriend- 
liness toward  a  cause  which,  whatever  the  motives  of 
its  defenders,  was  the  cause  of  freedom.  We  may  not 
be  able  to  apologize  even  for  this  second  offense,  be- 
cause it  is  one  which,  as  an  independent  nation,  we 
had  a  right  to  commit;  but  the  withdrawal  of  a  de- 
mand to  which  it  would  have  been  dishonorable  to 
accede  at  least  clears  the  way  for  the  settlement  which 
is  to  result  in  permanent  good-will.  We  believe  that 
in  this  withdrawal  also  the  President  represents  his 

people  ;  and  that,  icithout  giving  tip  their  grievance, 

they  are  prepared  to  place  it  upon  grounds  with  which 
it  is,  at  all  events,  possible  for  government  to  deal. 
This  is  an  immeuse  gain  to  both  nations." 

Again : 

"They  can  not  get  over  a  resentment  which,  al- 
though undignified  in  a  nation  now  almost  at  the 
head  of  the  world,  is  neither  unnatural  nor  xvithout 
justification.   The  President  expresses  all  that." 
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The  British  government  itself  manifests  ap- 
parently no  hostile  feeling  in  consequence  of 
the  utterances  of  our  own.  Lord  Clarendon's 
reply  to  Mr.  Fish's  note  of  September  was  most 
friendly.  Mr.  Gladstone's  remark  at  the  Lord 
Mayor's  dinner  (after  Mr.  Eisli's  note  had  been 
received)  was  not  without  its  significance  :  "  My 
Lord  Mayor,  with  the  country  of  Mr.  Peabody 
we  are  not  likely  to  quarrel."  When  in  July 
last  it  was  proposed  to  bring  on  a  discussion  of 
the  Alabama  claims  in  the  British  Parliament, 
the  Prime  Minister,  in  his  place,  requested  a 
postponement  of  the  debate,  because  he  thought 
the  time  unfavorable  to  a  calm  consideration  of 
the  points  at  issue,  and  thus  evinced  his  readi- 
ness to  comply  with  the  wish  expressed  in  Mr. 
Motley's  letter  of  instructions  for  "  a  subsidence 
of  any  excitement  growing  out  of  the  negotia- 
tion or  rejection  of  the  treaty."  It  was  a  well- 
known  fact  in  London  at  the  time,  that  if  the 
debate  had  occurred,  prominent  members  of  the 
House  of  Commons  were  prepared  to  take  ad- 
vanced ground  in  favor  of  the  accountability  of 
England  for  the  damages  done  by  the  Alabama. 

This  desire  for  concord,  however,  is  not  con- 
fined to  statesmen  or  diplomatists.  In  a  ser- 
mon by  the  Rev.  Newman  Hall,  preached  on  the 
occasion  of  Mr.  Peabody's  death,  that  clergy- 
man, who  was  well  known  as  one  of  our  stanch- 
est  friends  when  we  had  fewest,  declared  :  "All 
that  is  really  noble  and  good  yonder  is  in  alli- 
ance with  all  that  is  noble  and  good  here. 
There  is  hearty  good-will  subsisting  between 
us,  whatever  may  be  sometimes  said  by  individ- 
uals or  in  the  columns  of  some  of  our  journals. 

 Never  have  I  heard  more  hearty  cheers 

ring  forth  for  Britain  and  for  Britain's  Queen 
than  I  heard  from  assembled  thousands  on 
Bunker  Hill.  Never  have  I  heard  more  fervent 
prayers  offered  for  the  government  and  people 
of  England  than  were  presented  by  the  Chaplain 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  at  Washington, 
before  the  assembled  legislators  of  the  land." 

And  I  who  write  these  lines  have  witnessed 
similar  exhibitions  in  England.  On  the  4th  of 
July  last,  in  England's  greatest  religious  edifice 
— that  grand  old  abbey  where  her  sovereigns 
are  crowned,  and  so  many  generations  of  kings, 
and  statesmen,  and  soldiers,  and  poets,  lie  en- 
tombed in  the  national  mausoleum  ;  where  mon- 
ument, and  bust,  and  statue,  and  crumbling 
banner,  and  painted  window  looking  down,  and 
over  all  the  fretted  roof  and  lofty  arch,  attest 
and  celebrate  the  glories  of  English  history — 
there,  on  the  anniversary  of  the  day  on  which 
America  declared  her  independence  of  England 
— on  the  day  when,  if  ever,  an  Englishman 
might  cherish  bitter  sentiments  against  Ameri- 
ca— the  Dean  of  Westminster,  the  recognized 
ruler  of  the  edifice,  who  ranks  next  to  a  bishop 
in  the  English  hierarchy,  the  eloquent  divine 
whose  contributions  to  general  literature  are 
known  to  all  scholars  of  the  English  tongue — 
Dean  Stanley — preached  a  sermon  inculcating 
the  importance  of  maintaining  amicable  rela- 
tions between  the  two  nations  ;  urging  upon  all 


in  power,  and  all  who  influence  opinion  in  either 
land,  to  take  every  occasion  to  allay  asperities, 
to  cement  good  feeling,  to  reunite  the  broken 
ties  of  brotherhood.  A  fitting  lesson  to  be 
taught  on  that  historic  day,  and  in  that  sacred 
place,  by  one  having  authority. 

Nor  was  he  singular.  The  best  men  in  En- 
gland are  sincerely  anxious  to  create  such  a 
sentiment  as  shall  make  it  impossible  for  seri- 
ous difliculty  to  occur  betAveen  the  two  coun- 
tries ;  they  lose  no  opportunity  with  pen  or 
tongue,  in  public  or  in  private,  to  evince  this 
desire.  It  is  right  that  the  fact  should  be  rec- 
ognized in  America ;  because  America,  having 
received  a  wrong,  should  know  that  many  En- 
glish are  anxious  to  wipe  away  the  recollection 
of  the  wrong ;  not  only  by  kind  words,  but  by 
acts  such  as  America  can  receive  as  fitting  rep- 
aration. Read  what  Thomas  Hughes  says  in 
the  published  letter  already  quoted  : 

"That  we  might  have  stopped  the  Alabama 
and  didn't,  we  have  admitted  for  all  practical 
purposes ;  for  no  serious  statesman  or  writer 
has  maintained  the  contrary  since  the  excite- 
ment of  the  war  has  cooled  down.  We  formal- 
ly agreed  to  pay  whatever  damages  may  be 
awarded  on  this  account,  or  any  other  that  you 
like  to  bring  into  question,  and  it  was  no  doing 
of  ours  that  the  agreement  was  set  aside.  Your 
whole  case  is  conceded  so  far  as  pecuniary  com- 
pensation goes,  for  you  don't  seriously  ask  us 
to  pay  without  a  reference  to  arbitration." 

And  the  London  News  of  December  8  says : 

"During  the  late  summer  and  autumn  a  large  num- 
ber of  Euglish  travelers  have  visited  the  Uuited  States, 
and  they  have  all  returned  with  a  deep  sense  of  the 
real  friendliness  of  the  American  people,  and  with  a 
new  understanding  of  their  meaning.  They  one  and 
all  assure  us  that,  wherever  the  subject  was  men- 
tioned, the  sentimental  grievance  was  always  first,  and 
the  pecuniary  damage  second,  iu  popular  esteem ;  and 
that  the  amende  the  American  people  really  Avish  is 
rather  one  to  injured  feelings  than  to  injured  trade,  or 
injured  honor,  or  injured  pockets.  Would  it  not  be 
2)ossible  without  any  indignity  to  grant  them  this  satis, 
faction?  Is  such  a  task  beyond  the  power  of  diplo- 
macy ?  Is  not  such  an  oiling  of  our  international  fric- 
tiou  one  of  its  functions  ?  We  can  do  nothing  incon- 
sistent with  our  honor,  cau  make  no  concessions 
which  infringes  any  of  our  rights ;  but  if  some  form 
of  concession  to  American  feeling  may  be  found,  if  it 
be  only  a  few  careful  words  in  a  dispatch,  which  will 
satisfy  them  without  injuring  us,  and  remove  the 
grievance  of  sentiment  without  making  admissions 
which  iu  any  way  compromise  our  interests  or  lower 
our  self-respect,  we  think  the  jnMie  ivould  ivish  it  to  be 
employed  for  the  settlement  of  this  protracted  dis- 
pute." 

What  better  feeling  can  be  asked  than  is 
manifest  in  these  sentences  ? 

At  this  time,  too,  there  are  peculiar  reasons 
why  America  and  England  should  not  quarrel. 
They  stand  in  the  van  of  modern  progress.  In 
America  the  great  obstacle  and  reproach  to 
freedom  is  removed,  after  a  fierce  struggle,  and 
the  nation  is  once  more  looked  to  as  the  day- 
star  by  all  in  foreign  lands  who  are  interested 
in  liberty  or  the  advancement  of  human  rights. 
In  England  the  ceaseless  but  silent  revolution 
still  proceeds  which  has  made  her  all  she 


JESSIE. 


585 


is.  Every  day  the  poor  are  elevated,  their 
condition  ameliorated,  their  privileges  extend- 
ed ;  the  distinctions  of  class  are  less  apparent ; 
the  nation  becomes  more  really  democratic. 
The  governing  classes,  even  those  Avho  cling 
most  tenaciously  to  the  institutions  of  the  past, 
have  yet  the  wisdom  to  know  when  to  be  no 
longer  conservative.  The  political  events  of 
the  last  year  are  full  of  significance.  The 
franchise  has  just  been  extended ;  a  working- 
man  now  sits  in  the  House  of  Commons ;  the 
connection  between  Church  and  State  has  been 
dissolved  in  one  important  portion  of  the  em- 
pire ;  the  abolition  of  primogeniture  was  pro- 
posed at  the  last  session  of  Parliament;  the 
whole  question  of  land  tenure  must  soon  be 
thrown  open  for  discussion.  Changes  may  not 
be  rapid,  but  reforms  are  not  slow.  The  Lib- 
eral party  is  in  power ;  the  very  men  who  were 
our  friends  control  the  government.  In  the 
present  Cabinet  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  Earl  Gran- 
ville, Earl  Kimberly,  John  Bright,  William  E. 
Forster  were  stanch  advocates  of  the  Union 
during  the  war;  and  other  subordinate  mem- 
bers of  the  government  were  equally  earnest  and 
outspoken  in  our  behalf ;  while  those  who  op- 
posed us  have  admitted  their  mistake.  The 
Prime  Minister,  the  most  powerful  man  in  En- 
gland for  at  least  a  quarter  of  a  century,  has 
been  proud  enough  and  great  .enough  to  ac- 
knowledge his  error. 

It  is  then  a  positive  duty  for  us  to  uphold  the 
hands  of  those  who  are  struggling  for  reform  in 
England.  One  who  knows  writes  that,  besides 
the  Irish  land  bill,  there  will  be  brought  for- 
ward at  the  next  session  of  Parliament  "  a  gen- 
eral education  bill,  great  measures  of  law  re- 
form and  of  army  reform,  a  trades-union  bill, 
and  an  abolition  of  tests  bill,  backed  by  the 
whole  power  of  the  government."  Whether  he 
approves  it  or  not,  every  sensible  Englishman 
can  see  the  irresistible  current  that  sweeps  away 
every  obstacle  there.  What  a  fearful  responsi- 
bility to  interrupt  this  onward  movement  of  a 
nation  by  such  an  event  as  a  war  between  En- 
gland and  America ! 

No.  This  is  not  the  time  to  select  for  serious 
difficulties  between  us.  With  two  liberal  par- 
ties in  power,  with  every  prospect  of  the  con- 
tinuance of  each,  with  the  people  in  one  coun- 
try becoming  more  prosperous,  and  in  the  other 
more  powerful,  every  day — the  friends  of  the 
whole  race,  in  either  land,  should  do  all  in  their 
power  to  foster  the  most  friendly  feelings.  The 
two  nations  should  strike  hands,  and  with  their 
liberal  ideas,  their  advancing  Christianity,  their 
increasing  education,  their  material  wealth,  they 
can  not  only  present  a  front  that  no  physical 
power  will  attack,  but  which  no  great  moral  evil 
that  they  may  wish  to  remove  can  long  with- 
stand. 

They  need  only  to  look  each  other  steadily  in 
the  face,  and  learn  how  much  good  feeling  each 
cherishes  for  the  other.  Neither  government 
can  possibly  have  a  desire  to  quarrel.  Each 
will  gladly  follow  the  current  of  popular  feeling 


if  this  sets  toward  such  a  reparation  as  England 
can  honorably  offer  and  America  honorably  ac- 
cept. When  once  this  difficulty  that  now  sep- 
arates them  shall  be  removed,  the  nations  that 
speak  the  English  tongue  will  constitute  an  em- 
pire, divided  by  seas  and  separate  in  institu- 
tions, indeed,  but  as  powerful,  and  vastly  more 
beneficial  to  the  world  than  that  of  Rome. 
Their  unity  in  laws,  language,  literature,  and 
religion  will  be  paralleled  by  their  harmony  in 
feeling,  their  accord  in  progress,  their  generous 
rivalry  in  liberty,  and  in  all  the  works  that  bring 
peace  on  earth  and  good-will  to  men. 


JESSIE. 

MY  wife  must  certainly  be  an  ugly  little  wo- 
man. I  have  no  idea  that  I  shall  ever 
realize  this  fact  myself,  and  therefore,  lest  here- 
after I  might,  in  all  innocence,  inveigle  some 
unwary  mortal  into  the  belief  that  she  has  the 
most  lovable  little  face  in  the  world,  I  here 
make  the  frank  statement  beforehand,  that  she 
is  emphatically  and  undeniably  ugly.  My  hand- 
some mother,  my  three  pretty  sisters,  and  a 
journal  which  I  picked  up  yesterday,  written 
in  the  long-ago  time  when  I  first  knew  her,  all 
say  so. 

I  feel  quite  incompetent  at  this  present  to 
describe  correctly  her  outward  appearance,  the 
color  of  her  eyes,  shape  of  her  nose,  and  the 
rest.  The  above  concise  statement  exhausts 
my  resources  in  that  direction  ;  but  a  few  pages 
from  my  journal  may  supply  deficiencies.  It 
was  written  in  the  days  when  I  saw  her  with 
the  outward,  not  the  inward  eyes. 

i^lSi  journal. 

Juli/  5,  18 — .  Fourth  of  July  is  an  infernal 
bore!  Those  old  fogies  ought  to  have  been 
put  in  the  lock-up  for  raising  such  a  row  in  the 
middle  of  summer. 

Here  I  was  dragged  about  all  day  yesterday, 
thermometer  up  to  a  hundred  or  thereabout 
(patriotism  below  zero),  carrying  parasols,  fans, 
etc.,  etc. ;  loaded  to  the  chin  ;  in  fact,  perspira- 
tion starting  from  every  pore,  collar  wilted  to  a 
rag — a  regular  draught-horse,  trotting  after  my 
three  sisters  and  their  three  friends.  Miss  Ma- 
rie, Miss  Helen,  and  last  but  not  least.  Miss 
Carrie.  Query :  Why  are  eligible  brothers  to 
be  martyrized  by  the  "admiring  friends" — of 
their  sisters  ?  The  sisters  are  bad  enough  ; 
but,  by  the  shades  of  all  the  martyrs,  the  ad- 
miring friends  will  be  the  death  of  me  yet. 
Happy  Phil  Houston  !  He  hasn't  a  relative 
that  he  knows  of  in  the  world,  except  a  rich 
old  uncle,  with  a  bad  cough,  in  South  America. 

Speaking  of  Phil,  reminds  me  of  a  short  re- 
prieve I  had,  late  in  the  afternoon,  just  in  time 
to  save  me  from  an  untimely  end.  He  intro- 
duced me  to  a  Miss  Jessie  M'Gregor  from  Bos- 
ton, an  ugly  little  mortal  in  a  gray  linen  dress 
and  hat, 

"Regular  blue-stocking"  was  the  ominous 
whisper  as  he  handed  her  over  to  me ;  then, 
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offering  his  arm  to  Miss  Carrie,  ■with  a  bow  and 
malicious  twinkle  in  his  eye,  the  rascal  marched 
off  with  her,  leaving  me  in  the  lurch.  "  Cool, 
by  Jove,"  I  muttered  inwardly  as  I  watched 
them  already  in  the  depths  of  a  flirtation,  el- 
bowing their  way  through  the  crowd. 

"Please,  would  you  take  me  to  that  shady 
place  over  there?    It  is  so  stifling  here!" 

I  looked  down  almost  with  a  start,  the  voice 
was  so  very  low  and  quiet,  in  such  contrast  to 
the  bustle  about  us  ;  the  face  was  turned  to  me, 
and  the  eyes  looked  into  mine  with  an  odd, 
direct  sort  of  gaze. 

"  A  flirt  and  blue-stocking  combined.  Deuce 
take  it,  I'm  in  for  it  now,"  I  said,  inwardly. 
Outwardly  I  made  a  profound  bow,  offered  my 
disengaged  arm,  and  said,  in  dulcet  tones : 
"With  pleasure."  As  I  gracefully  regained 
the  perpendicular — a  matter  of  some  skill  in 
that  crowd,  by-the-way — she  gave  me  another 
searching  glance,  and  I  caught  a  twinkling 
something  about  her  eyelids  which  I  could  not 
exactly  analyze.  There  was  a  professor  at  col- 
lege who  had  just  such  an  eye,  and  he  always 
knew  what  a  fellow  was  thinking  of  before  he 
found  it  out  himself.  I  wondered  if  she  was 
that  kind  of  a  bore.  At  all  events,  doomed 
now  it  seemed  to  a  day  of  martyrdom,  I  con- 
cluded to  get  roasted  with  the  best  grace  pos- 
sible. 

So  I  again  offered  my  arm  ;  but  she  declined 
it,  and  turning  from  me  made  her  way  between 
protruding  elbows,  big  baskets,  corpulent  fe- 
males, and  kicking  babies  in  a  way  that  showed 
she  was  used  to  it. 

As  I  was  plunging  after  her  an  Irish  -work- 
ing-woman grasped  me  by  the  shoulder,  and 
held  a  fine  cambric  handkerchief  toward  me. 
"  I  ax  your  pardon,  Sir,"  she  panted  ;  "  it's  the 
lady's  ;  I  seen  her  drop  it  back  there,  just  now." 
Miss  M'Gregor,  who  had  been  brought  to  a 
stand-still  by  the  crowd  of  boys  around  the 
lemonade-barrel,  caught  the  words,  and,  turn- 
ing to  receive  the  waif,  looked  into  the  Irish- 
woman's face  with  the  identical  look  she  had 
given  me  the  moment  before,  accompanied  by 
a  "  Thank  you,"  in  unison  with  her  eyes.  The 
woman  courtesied,  with  a  hearty  "You're  in- 
tirely  welcome,  ma'am ;  no  throuble  at  all  at 
all.  She's  a  raal  lady,  sure,"  I  heard  her  add 
to  her  companion  behind  us;  "none  o'  your 
frizzlin'  and  paintin'  sort."  The  words  seemed 
to  reach  Miss  M'Gregor  also,  for  she  threw  a 
glowing  smile  over  her  shoulder  in  acknowledg- 
ment, as  she  sped  through  the  crowd  of  small 
boys. 

AVith  a  good  deal  of  elbowing,  and,  I'm 
afraid,  some  internal  swearing  at  independent 
females  in  general,  and  this  one  in  particular, 
I  managed  to  keep  up  with  the  rapid  little  fig- 
ure ahead.  Presently  we  emerged  from  the 
crowd,  and  sauntered  more  leisurely  toward  a 
retired  spot  in  one  corner  of  the  grove. 

Before  I  could  dispose  of  my  cargo  of  para- 
sols, Miss  M'Gregor  had  climbed  with  great 
agility  to  a  seat  on  a  gnarled  old  root,  partly 


overhanging  a  brisk  little  brook  which  gur- 
gled down  from  the  neighboring  hills,  and  had 
seated  herself  in  a  natural  arm-chair  lined  with 
moss,  exposing  to  view  as  she  did  so  a  pair  of 
diminutive  gray  boots  which  dangled  close  to 
the  water's  edge. 

"I  haven't  been  in  such  a  beautiful  place  for 
years;  oh,  how  very  pretty!"  she  exclaimed, 
with  an  almost  childish  glee. 

"  Quite  charming,"  I  answered,  aloud,  look- 
ing at  the  gaiter-boots,  which  certainly  were 
very  pretty.  But  inwardly  I  growled  :  "Now 
for  it!"  and  bracing  myself  against  a  tree,  I 
resolutely  faced  her  seat.  "  I  wonder  what 
tack  she'll  get  on  first — the  transcendental  or 
the  sentimental ;  perhaps  an  interesting  mix- 
ture of  both.  I  hope  she'll  pitch  on  the  love- 
making,  though ;  that's  more  in  my  line.  By 
Jupiter!  that's  a  splendid  position  for  a  reg- 
ular harangue ;  she  won't  let  me  oil'  short  of 
the  spheres,  the  planes  external  and  internal, 
science,  the  human  soul,  the — the — laws  of  the 
Lord  knows  what."  In  an  agony  of  anticipa- 
tion I  shut  my  eyes,  jjreparatory  to  the  mental 
shower-bath.  But  after  some  five  or  six  min- 
utes of  that  silence,  I  was  obliged  to  open  them 
again  in  order  to  reconnoitre. 

Miss  M'Gregor  sat  perfectly  still,  her  hands 
folded,  her  lithe  body  curled  up  in  a  kittenish 
sort  of  way.  She  was  gazing  down  at  the  in- 
fantile Avaterfalls  below  her,  and  had  assumed 
an  interesting  abstracted  gaze  that  was  very  ef- 
fective. I  must  tell  sister  Louisette  to  add  it 
to  her  collection  ;  it's  quite  in  her  style.  I  had 
full  opportunity  for  a  critical  survey,  as  she 
seemed  entirely  oblivious  of  my  scrutiny.  She 
certainly  looked  a  comical  little  thing,  curled  up 
there  ;  almost  distressingly  plain,  too. 

I  think  she  has  the  ugliest  eyes  I  have  ever 
seen — a  sort  of  cross  between  yellow  and  green, 
and  no  eyelashes  to  speak  of.  The  rest  of  her 
features  are  small  and  pale — a  pair  of  straight, 
strong  eyebrows  (probably  penciled)  and  a 
close-shut  mouth  being  the  only  marks  worth 
mentioning.  Yet,  with  all  her  ugliness,  she 
has  a  look,  as  Biddy  says,  of  "  the  raal  lady;"' 
and,  I  really  can't  tell  how  it  was,  but,  strange 
to  say,  as  I  proceeded  with  my  investigation  a 
long-forgotten  feeling  crept  over  me,  the  sort 
of  thing  I  used  to  experience  when  I  was  young 
— a  reminder  that  I  have  an  appendage  about 
me  somewhere  yclept  conscience,  or  soul,  or 
heart — which  is  it  ? 

I  wonder  if  all  girls  are  as  trashy  as  our  set ! 
I  wonder  if  Miss  M'Gregor  is  !  at  any  rate,  she 
doesn't  chatter  as  they  do.  If  only  she  had 
been  blessed  with  Carrie's  blue  orbs,  how  well 
they  would  have  looked  at  that  moment !  But 
then,  alas !  what  an  incessant  cackle  that  young 
lady  would  have  kept  up !  She  would  never 
have  wasted  that  gaze  on  an  insignificant  brook 
not  half  rapid  enough  for  her. 

What  a  lulling  sound  the  water  had  !  It  re- 
minded me  of  the  pattering  on  the  barn-roof  in 
that  long  ago  time  before  father  died,  when  we 
all  lived  on  the  farm.   What  would  father  think 
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of  his  son  now !  The  old  man  firmly  believed 
I  should  turn  out  something  wonderful.  He'd 
find  himself  mistaken  if  he  were  alive  now,  that's 
all. 

My  reflections  were  in  a  fair  way  of  becom- 
ing lugubrious,  so  I  returned  to  my  contempla- 
tion of  Miss  M'Gregor.  She  still  sat  without 
moving  a  muscle,  and  I  began  to  wonder  if  she 
meant  to  petrify  in  that  position,  so  that  she 
could  be  shown  to  future  generations  as  the 
wonderful  woman  who  had  held  her  tongue  for 
the  space  of  five  minutes.  I  was,  however, 
afraid  to  move,  for  the  chain  once  broken  she 
would — 

At  this  point  she  turned  her  eyes  upon  me. 
I  mentally  clapped  my  hands  over  my  ears  and 
— gasped. 

"Will  you  sit  down?  you  look  tired  also. 
See,"  she  added,  drawing  in  her  drapery,  "I 
can  condense  a  good  deal."  And  then  she 
smiled  down  upon  me  in  a  most  bewitching 
manner.  With  internal  trembling  I  took  the 
proffered  seat.  The  programme,  evidently,  I 
thought  I  saw,  was  to  open  with  love-making. 

"I  should  have  thought  of  it  before,"  she 
continued.  "I've  kept  you  standing  all  this 
time,  but  I  forgot  you  were  here." 

Cool,  by  Jove!  Done  with  such  artistic 
na'ivete'  too ! 

"  Will  you  please  tell  me  your  name  ?  I  did 
not  catch  it." 

"Yours,  devotedly,  Douglas  Lennox." 

" Scotch  descent?" 

"I  believe  so ;  but  ask  my  mother :  she  traces 
our  ancestral  tree  back  to  Adam,  or  chaos,  for 
aught  I  know.  Scotch  blood  runs  in  your  veins 
also,  I  judge ;  no  doubt  we  shall  find  we  are 
cousins,  or  something  just  remote  enough  to 
make  it  both  interesting  and  convenient." 

"Is  that  handsome  old  lady  with  whom  I 
saw  you  this  morning  your  mother?" 

"Ah,  we  had  the  honor  of  coming  under 
your  notice  this  morning !  Yes  ;  but  how  did 
you  know  ?" 

"I  happened  to  observe  the  resemblance  be- 
tween you." 

"  Thank  you."  I  performed  one  of  my  most 
stunning  bows,  notwithstanding  the  cramped 
quarters. 

"Thank  you?  For  what?"  She  looked 
into  my  fiice  with  her  straightforward  eyes, 
and  just  a  shade  of  contempt  in  her  voice. 
Evidently  this  girl  was  not  of  the  Carrie  and 
Co.  style,  and  I  began  to  feel,  to  use  a  classic 
expression,  "that  I  had  the  wrong  pig  by  the 
ear."  "What  a  confounded  stare  she  has!"  I 
thought,  as  I  felt  myself  grooving  red  under  it. 

"  Why,  haven't  you  been  paying  me  a  very 
neatly-turned  compliment?"  I  said  at  last. 

"  About  being  handsome  like  your  mother — 
is  that  what  you  mean?  I'm  afraid,  Mr.  Len- 
nox, that  bow  has  been  wasted.  I  never  pay 
compliments,  nor  receive  them — if  I  can  help 
it.  You  had  nothing  to  do  with  your  own 
looks ;  so  I  don't  see  how  you  can  appropriate 
any  praise  of  them  to  yourself." 
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Seeing  that  I  am  rather  proud  of  the  six  feet 
of  manly  beauty  which  has  fallen  to  my  share, 
could  I  help  feeling  irritated  under  such  a 
speech  ? 

"You  do  not  think,  then,"  I  said — sharply, 
I'm  afraid  —  "that  character  impresses  itself 
on  the  face  ?" 

"Certainly  I  do;  but  a  person  may  have 
curling  hair,  handsome  eyes  and  eyebrows,  a 
straight  nose,  well-shaped  limbs,  a  tall  figure, 
a  glossy  brown  beard,  and  even  a  fine,  well- 
poised  head,  and  still  be  a  very  inferior  sort 
of  person."  She  glanced  at  me  as  she  took 
this  inventory  of  my  parts  with  just  the  shadoAv 
of  a  smile  on  her  mouth.  I  felt  very  much  as 
if  I  were  being  quizzed. 

"Yes  ;  but  even  such  a  physique  as  you  de- 
scribe can  not  be  truly  pleasing  if  there  is  an 
empty  skull  underneath,"  I  rejoined. 

"I  quite  agree  with  you.  But  even  if  we 
take  it  for  granted  that  the  brains  are  there, 
what  then  ?  Do  we  make  ourselves,  or  do  we 
even  choose  our  own  characters? — so  much 
intellect,  amiability,  generosity,  and  so  on  ?  I 
believe  the  tiniest  baby  is  born  into  the  world 
with  an  individuality,  and  often  with  one  that 
is  strongly  stamped,  too.  It  may,  of  course, 
be  modified,  subdued,  or  strengthened ;  but 
can  it  be  metamorphosed  ?  Then  doesn't  even 
this  modification  depend  greatly  upon  our  mo- 
thers and  outside  circumstances?  So  you  see 
what  a  small  share  of  the  credit  descends  to 
us." 

"Then  you  contend  that  we  have  no  right 
to  be  proud  of  our  own  capabilities  and  vir- 
tues ?" 

"If  you  mean  the  pride  which  urges  us  to 
vitalize  and  purify  the  gifts  intrusted  to  our 
care,  then  it  is  a  savior.  If  you  mean  the 
pride  which  encourages  us  to  lie  idly  on  our 
oars  because  God  has  done  so  much  for  us 
that  we  need  do  nothing  for  ourselves,  then 
it  is  perdition."  She  looked  earnestly  in  my 
face  as  she  said  this. 

"But  your  rule  does  not  work  well  both 
ways,"  I  began. 

"A  martyr  to  the  cause,"  broke  in  a  voice 
behind  us,  intended  to  be  inaudible.  I  had 
not  heard  the  approaching  footsteps,  and  Miss 
Carrie's  shrill  treble,  opening  upon  us  like  the 
rasp  of  a  saw,  fairly  made  me  start.  Why  can 
not  all  women  have  a  voice  like  Miss  M'Greg- 
or's  ? 

"  You  two  look  very  interesting,  I  must  say, 
perched  up  there,  and  also,  if  one  might  ven- 
ture to  say  so,  quite  confidential ;  don't  they, 
Mr.  Houston  ?  Can't  you  make  room  for  two 
more,  Mr.  Lennox?" 

I  climbed  down  and  offered  the  lady  my 
seat. 

"  You're  from  Boston,  I  hear,  Miss  M'Greg- 
or," continued  the  voluble  Carrie.  "  You  must 
find  it  very  dull  in  Blairsville.  We  call  it  a 
city,  but  I  suppose  you  consider  us  quite  pro- 
vincial." She  had  been  eying  Miss  M'Gregor 
from  head  to  foot  during  this  speech,  the  plain 
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little  face  and  quiet  figure  seeming  to  meet  her 
approval,  for  she  smiled  upon  them  in  a  patron- 
izing way. 

*'  Oh  dear !  how  shall  I  ever  get  up  there  ?" 
she  ran  on,  without  w^aiting  for  an  answer. 
"Do  please  help  me.  There!  I've  dropped 
my  fan.  Oh !  is  that  a  snake  ?  Oh !  I've 
hurt  my  hand.  Oh!  oh!  oh!"  After  much 
assistance  and  many  screams  she  reached  the 
place  in  safety,  and  quite  enveloped  Miss 
M'Gregor  with  voluminous  drapery  as  she  sat 
down  beside  her. 

"Very  sorry  we  interrupted  your  agreeable 
tete-a-tcte,^'  continued  Miss  Carrie  ;  "ain't  we, 
Mr.  Houston  ?  There  is  nothing  Mr.  Lennox 
enjoys  so  much  as  an  intellectual  conversation  ; 
regular  book-worm,  I  assure  you.  Miss  M'Greg- 
or ;  up  to  all  the  isms  ;  I  hope  you  gave  him 
a  good  dose." 

"I  don't  think  we  went  very  deeply  into  any 
of  the  isms,"  replied  Miss  M'Gregor,  quietly. 

"Oh  dear!" — this  to  me — "there  is  your 
mother  waving  her  handkerchief  and  beckon- 
ing. Time  to  go  home.  Help  me  down,  Mr. 
Lennox.  There,  you've  torn  my  dress."  The 
fair  brows  contracted  fearfully ;  but  she  be- 
thought herself,  and  added,  smilingly:  "Nev- 
er mind!  Let  us  hurry;  they  are  calling;" 
and  taking  my  arm  she  hurried  me  off,  leaving 
Miss  M'Gregor  and  Phil  to  come  on  together. 

Juli/  10. — I  found  out  all  about  the  young 
lady  to-day  from  Mr.  Hutchinson,  who  is  her 
forty-second  cousin,  or  something  of  that  sort. 
She  is  living  with  them  in  the  capacity  of  house- 
keeper, as  Mrs.  H.  is  a  confirmed  headachist. 
Miss  M'Gregor  is  an  orphan.  Her  father  went 
off  about  a  year  ago  in  a  fit  of  delirium  tre- 
mens, and  the  mother  died  soon  after  of  con- 
sumption. Mr.  H.  told  me  some  wonderful 
stories  about  her,  and  actually  grew  quite  elo- 
quent over  them.  He  says  that  her  father,  a 
brutal,  dissipated  man,  was  exceedingly  cruel 
to  her  mother,  threatening  on  one  occasion  to 
kill  her ;  that  Miss  Jessie  sprang  between 
them,  and  by  the  pure  force  of  her  eye  and 
will  cowed  him  until  he  slunk  away  like  a 
whipped  dog.  The  mother,  Avho  told  the  story 
to  Mr.  H.,  seemed  almost  to  worship  her.  She 
said  her  courage,  her  cheerfulness,  her  pa- 
tience, were  beyond  belief ;  that,  night  after 
night,  when  the  father  came  home  in  furious 
fits  of  drunkenness,  Jessie  would  work  with  him 
for  hours  to  keep  him  away  from  her  mother's 
chamber,  coaxing,  commanding,  even  threat- 
ening him.  That  when  he  was  too  far  gone  to 
resist  her,  she  would  drag  him  by  main  force  to 
a  remote  room,  and  there  lock  him  up  for  the 
night,  so  that  his  wife,  an  invalid  for  many 
years  past,  could  rest  in  peace.  She  said  that 
in  their  worst  poverty  Jessie  never  faltered, 
not  even  when  they  were  reduced  to  actual 
hunger.  Her  spirit  seemed  to  rise  brighter 
and  stronger  as  their  suffering  grew  heaviest. 

This  story  has  set  me  to  thinking.  Why 
does  Providence  send  such  burdens  for  weak 
shoulders  to  bear,  and  leave  a  stalwart  pair  like 


mine  with  nothing  better  to.  do  than  to  carry 
an  empty  skull  around?  It  makes  my  flesh 
creep  to  think  of  that  frail  little  body  defying  a 
great  drunken  brute  of  a  man !  What  a  pity 
she's  not  pretty!  Hutchinson  asked  me  to 
call  on  her,  and  I  think  I  shall  go. 

Juli/  15. — I  can't  say  she  looks  much  of  a 
heroine.  I  tried  to  imagine  that  little  gray 
face  flaming  with  determined  courage,  as  I 
watched  it  last  night,  bending  in  profile  over 
Tot,  who  had  gone  to  sleep  in  her  arms ;  but  I 
couldn't  make  it  out.  There  is  a  good  deal  in 
the  mouth  and  eyebrows  (by-the-way,  I  don't 
think  the  eyebrows  are  penciled)  ;  but,  notwith- 
standing, the  expression  is  decidedly  meek. 
That  is  to  say,  when  she  is  in  repose,  absorbed 
as  she  was  nearly  all  the  evening  in  a  huge  pile 
of  undarned  socks,  and  scarcely  raising  her 
head  to  look  at  a  man,  even  when  he  was  hold- 
ing forth  in  his  very  best  style.  But  once  I 
noticed  a  flash  in  her  eye,  just  for  an  instant, 
as  something  in  the  conversation  roused  her, 
which  made  me  realize  that  she  might  be  quite 
a  fierce  little  woman  under  some  circumstances. 

We  were  speaking  of  a  fashionable  marriage 
which  had  taken  place  that  day,  and  Mr.  Hutch- 
inson was  commenting  on  it. 

"Rather  sudden,  isn't  it?"  he  asked.  "I 
think  it's  been  made  up  in  the  last  ■week  or  two. 
I  suppose  it's  all  right,  though  ;  they're  both  rich 
and  young,  and  good-looking ;  a  very  suitable 
sort  of  match  on  the  whole." 

"Yes,"  I  assented;  "I  suppose  there  isn't 
much  affection  lost  between  them.  I  heard 
they  were  both  engaged  to  other  parties  some 
two  months  ago ;  but  love  seems  a  commodity 
out  of  fashion  just  now.  Tom  is  pretty  fast ; 
he  ici/l  get  half  seas  over  every  now  and  then. 
However,  I  suppose  Mrs.  Tom  has  made  up 
her  mind  to  that.  I  saw  her  meet  him  the 
other  day,  when  it  was  as  much  as  he  could  do 
to  lift  his  hat ;  but  she  returned  his  tipsy  bow 
most  graciously.  I  think  the  fair  sex  rather 
enjoy  a  little  of  that  sort  of  thing  in  us.  May- 
be I  had  better  cultivate  it,  so  as  to  become 
more  popular  with  the  ladies."  I  was  going 
on  in  this  strain,  but  the  words  died  on  my 
lips  as  I  met  the  expression  of  Miss  M'Greg- 
or's  eye. 

"Mr.  Lennox,  you  do  not  know  what  you  are 
saying — that  hideous  vice  is — "  A  sharp  breath 
broke  her  voice  ;  she  struggled  hard  for  control ; 
then,  without  finishing  her  sentence,  rose  hast- 
ily and  left  the  room.  A  few  minutes  after 
she  returned,  her  face  as  pale  and  calm  as 
ever. 

I  felt  a  good  deal  disconcerted,  and  the  rest 
of  the  evening  was  decidedly  uncomfortable. 
After  several  vain  efforts  to  draw  her  again 
into  conversation,  I  rose  to  take  my  departure, 
feeling  that  I  was  de  trop. 

As  I  rode  sloAvly  home  by  moonlight,  I  did 
more  hard  thinking  than  I  have  indulged  in  for 
years.  This  girl  is  absolutely  different  from 
these  others  ;  I  see  that  clearly.  And  yet  what 
business  has  she  to  be  looking  me  through  with 
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those  eyes?  I  had  forgotten  there  ^yere  such 
women  in  the  world. 

July  25. — That  confounded  speech  of  mine 
haunted  me.  I  felt  that  I  should  not  be  satis- 
fied until  I  had  tried  to  efface  the  bad  impres- 
sion I  had  made.  So  a  night  or  two  after, 
Wildfire  and  I  took  a  ride  and —  Weil,  I  think 
Wildfire  must  have  taken  afancyto  Mr.  H.'s  sta- 
ble ;  at  any  rate  he  has  found  his  way  there  five 
times  this  week.  Curious,  what  fancies  that 
horse  takes  to  certain  localities.  He  must  have 
a  large  bump  of  inhabitiveness. 

She  is  the  strangest  girl  I  ever  knew.  Can 
it  be  that  she  is  an  actress  like  the  rest  of  them  ? 
Is  it  a  new  phase  of  flirtation  ?  I  thought  I 
had  learned,  by  this  time,  to  know  the  creature 
when  I  saw  it. 

She  can  not  be  as  indifferent  as  she  seems. 
She  never  looks  at  me ;  she  scarcely  speaks  to 
me ;  and  I  am  determined  that  she  shall.  I 
flatter  myself  that  I  am  fine-looking,  clever, 
supposed  to  be  rich ;  in  short,  what  the  ladies 
call  a  catch.  Any  other  girl  in  town  would 
have  been  in  the  seventh  heaven,  if  I  had  been 
to  call  on  her  five  times  in  one  week ;  and  she, 
the  plain,  poor,  insignificant  little  thing,  takes 
it  as  coolly  as  any  princess  might. 

August  4. — What  a  puppy  I  am  !  What 
would  Miss  Jessie  think,  if  she  could  read  the 
above  ;  it  is  a  happy  thing  that  our  skulls  don't 
happen  to  be  made  of  glass ;  we  might  find 
it  inconvenient  at  times.  I  know  one  young 
woman  whose  eyes  would  flash  in  truly  terrific 
style  if  she  could  see  all  the  trash  which  passes 
through  this  cranium.  But,  confound  it,  that 
cool  way  of  hers  is  enough  to  irritate  the  Angel 
Gabriel.  • 

The  girls  say  I've  been  a  perfect  bear  this 
last  week  or  two. 

Septemher  4. — I  can't  make  Miss  Jessie  out 
at  all,  nor  myself,  nor  any  body  else.  I  have 
lost  all  my  bearings ;  I  feel  like  a  great  hulk 
of  a  log  I  watched  floundering  around  in  the 
river  yesterday.  It  finally  went  over  the  falls 
and  was  sucked  away  out  of  sight.  I  rather 
envied  it. 

How  can  she  live  so  peacefully  from  day  to 
day  ?  What  can  slie  find  in  those  Hutchinsons 
to  amuse  her?  It's  beyond  me.  What  would 
Kate,  or  Delia,  or  Louisette  say  to  it  ?  Even 
with  all  their  pleasuring  they  are  fairly  eaten  up 
with  ennui.  No,  she  does  not  live,  or  feel,  or 
think  as  they  do ;  so  much  I  can  understand. 
I  think  she  must  have  a  sense  we  common  mor- 
tals are  devoid  of.  She  told  me  last  night 
she  had  never  felt  as  thoroughly  sheltered  and 
at  ease  as  she  does  now ;  and  when  she  speaks 
of  Mr.  Hutchinson's  goodness  to  her  there  is 
fairly  an  illumination  in  her  eyes.  Poor  little 
thing,  how  she  has  been  starved  of  comfort  all 
her  life ;  and  now  that  she  has  the  least  drop, 
she  trots  about  busy  as  any  bee,  and  happy  as 
any  child ! 

.  She  is  in  universal  demand  all  day  long. 
From  papa  down  to  Tot  it  is,  "Jessie,  where 
did  I  lay  that  hat?"    "Cousin  Jessie,  look  at 


this  knot  in  my  string;  can't  you  untie  it?" 
"Cousin  Jessie,  fix  this  fishhook."  "Miss 
Jessie,  plase  would  you  step  down  to  the  kitch- 
en for  a  minute?"  "Oh,  Dessie,  do  up  Tot's 
finger— it's  beedin'!"  etc.,  etc.  She  seems  to 
have  eyes  and  ears  for  every  body,  and  her 
deft  fingers  have  a  peculiar  knack  for  unravel- 
ing knots  and  other  boyish  difficulties. 

I  find  myself  drifting  out  in  the  direction  of 
the  Hutchinson  mansion  some  two  or  three 
times  a  week,  and  am  fast  becoming  natural- 
ized with  every  one  except  Miss  Jessie. 

At  tea  she  is  the  presiding  genius,  Mrs.  H. 
being  often  invisible  on  account  of  "the  head- 
ache." After  tea  she  marshals  the  brood  of 
young  H.'s  up  to  bed,  and  generally  reappears 
with  a  basket  of  sewing,  ensconces  herself  in  a 
corner  behind  the  table,  and  is  mute  as  a  mouse, 
listening  to  Hutchinson's  long-winded  discus- 
sions on  politics,  the  pork  business,  and  rich 
men  —  his  three  hobbies  —  while  I  feel  like 
knocking  him  down.  In  fact,  Jessie  treats 
him  as  if  he  were  the  Grand  Mogul  himself. 
It  must  be  a  contrast  to  his  wife's  sneers ;  and 
if  Jessie  isn't  engrossed  by  him,  there  are  six 
or  eight  Hutchinsons  junior  to  claim  her  atten- 
tion. Tot,  the  little  ungrateful  wretch,  takes 
the  warm,  loving  smiles  which  I  would  give  my 
very  soul —    Douglas  Lennox,  take  care ! 

I  feel  as  if  I  had  lived  ten  years  in  the  last 
two  months — is  it  only  eight  weeks  since  that 
picnic  ? — and  not  very  happy  ones  either.  What 
makes  me  think  of  this  girl  so  continually? 
She  is  plain,  veiy  silent,  at  least  to  me ;  and 
she  seems  so  entirely  indifferent.  Then  she 
has  such  a  self-contained,  self-respecting  air,  it 
makes  a  man  feel  what  a  poor  stick  he  is.  And 
then,  with  it  all,  she  is  not  in  the  least  haughty, 
but  has  the  loving-kindness  of  some  saint  stray- 
ed off  into  this  world  by  mistake.  She  is  as 
far  out  of  a  poor  mortal's  reach  as  if  she  had 
staid  in  heaven,  where  I  rather  think  she  be- 
longs. 

She  must  despise  my  idle,  useless  life,  she  is 
such  a  busy  little  body.  I'll  drive  the  girls  out 
to-morrow,  and  get  them  to  ask  her  here  to  the 
party.  I  wonder  if  she  will  come.  I  wonder 
if  she  ever  wastes  her  time  scribbling  in  a  jour- 
nal— nice  occupation  for  a  brawny  six-footer! 
I  wonder — I  wonder  if  Douglas  Lennox  isn't  a 
confounded  Bclfish,  useless  fool. 

September  10.  —  A  household  hurricane  is 
blowing.  The  girls  have  taken  a  stand  against 
her.  This  afternoon  I  was  stretched  out  on 
the  lounge  in  their  sitting-room,  reading ;  there 
had  been  a  dead  silence  for  some  ten  minutes ; 
and,  as  this  is  an  unusual  event,  I  glanced  up 
to  see  what  was  the  matter.  Kate  caught  my 
eye. 

"Douglas,"  she  said,  abruptly,  "I  can't  un- 
derstand what  you  see  in  that  Miss  M'Gregor. 
I'm  sure  she's  a  real  fright — not  a  bit  of  style. 
I  expect  to  see  her  looking  like  a  regular  guy 
at  the  party,  and  she'll  be  an  awful  bore  to 
entertain.  Eor  one,  I  don't  mean  to  trouble 
myself  about  her.    Nobody  knows  who  those 
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Hutchinsons  are  ;  I'm  sure  they're  very  vulgar- 
looking  people  ;  and  she  must  be  awfully  poor ; 
she's  regular  maid-of-all-work  out  there  —  so 
they  say." 

"  Kate  !"  interposed  mother. 

"  Well,  I  don't  see  what  Douglas  wants  to 
hunt  up  such  frights  for,  Avhen  there  are  plenty 
of  pretty  girls  right  under  his  nose.  Carrie's 
got  a  beautiful  new  silk  for  the  party ;  she'll 
look  perfectly  lovely  in  it;  and  I'm  sure  she 
expects  him  to  propose  to-morrow  night." 

"Kate!"  repeated  mother,  severely,  "you 
don't  know  what  you  are  saying ;  I'm  sure 
Douglas  has  no  such  intention."  She  searched 
my  face,  sharply. 

"You're  right  there,  mother,"  I  answered, 
emphatically.  I  fancied  a  slight  frown  passed 
over  her  face  ;  but  it  may  have  been  the  shade 
of  the  lace  cap  she  was  trying  on. 

Not  wishing  to  continue  the  conversation,  I 
turned  from  them,  and,  closing  my  eyes,  pre- 
tended to  fall  asleep. 

A  few  minutes  after  Carrie  came  in,  and 
presently  the  others  dispersed,  leaving  Kate 
and  Carrie  alone. 

"Don't  he  look  too  beautiful;  wouldn't  I 
like  to  kiss  him !  Do  you  suppose  it  would 
wake  him  ?"    The  whisper  was  Carrie's. 

"You'd  better  not  try  it,"  said  Kate.  "Doug- 
las is  a  queer  fellow,  and  has  the  funniest  notions 
about  girls.  I'm  sure  he's  regularly  taken  with 
that  Miss  M'Gregor,  although  you  and  the  girls 
w  on't  believe  it.  He's  there  nearly  all  the  time, 
and  you  know  he  can't  bear  the  Hutchinsons, 
so  it  must  be  some  strong  attraction.  We  went 
to  see  her  a  day  or  two  ago  ;  she's  real  com- 
mon. We  had  a  fuss  about  her  just  before  you 
came ;  you  ought  to  have  seen  his  eyes  flash 
when  I  was  abusing  her ;  but  I  was  bound  to 
let  him  know  just  what  I  thought.  Why,  it 
would  be  a  perfect  disgrace  to  the  family  if  he 
•were  to  take  it  into  his  head  to  marry  her; 
she's  as  poor  as  she  can  be,  and  mother's  wor- 
ried to  death  about  it — but  she  says  we'll  get  him 
obstinate  if  we  take  a  stand  against  her.  He 
insisted  upon  having  her  invited  to  the  party  ; 
but  we  girls  are  all  going  to  cut  her,  and  I'll 
w^arrant  she'll  never  come  again.  Won't  it 
make  Douglas  furious  ?  It  would  be  just  like 
him  to  go  right  straight  and  propose.  Why, 
Carrie,  you're  as  pale  as  a  witch  !  There, 
never  mind,  that's  a  good  girl;  if  you  look 
your  very  prettiest  to-morrow  night,  maybe 
you'll  catch  him  yet.  Wouldn't  it  be  nice  if 
we  could  all  get  married  at  once,  dress  alike 
you  know,  and  all  go  on  our  wedding  tours  to- 
gether ?  It  would  be  so  much  more  fun  than 
just  Alfred  and  me." 

"  You  seem  to  think  I'd  fall  into  his  arms  the 
minute  he  asked  me  ;  how  do  you  know  I  would 
have  him  ?"  said  Carrie,  in  a  choked  voice. 

"Rather  late  in  the  day  for  that  sort  of 
thing,  my  dear,"  said  Kate,  maliciously. 

I  ventured  to  open  one  eye  at  this  point. 
Carrie's  face  was  partly  turned  from  me  ;  but 
her  profile  had  a  sharp,  worn  look,  such  I  once 


saw  on  the  face  of  a  Wall  Street  speculator, 
when  the  man  was  making  a  last  venture. 

The  conversation  was  here  interrupted  by 
Delia,  her  arms  loaded  with  flounces  and  fur- 
belows. 

"Do  come,  girls;  I'm  going  to  try  on  my 
new  dress.  Madame  Janinski  has  just  sent  it 
home  ;  it's  a  perfect  beauty  I" 

The  trio  tip-toed  past  me,  and  adjourned  up 
stairs. 

I  have  been  pondering  a  good  deal  over  the 
above.  Kate's  attack  on  Jessie  irritates  me 
more  than  I  care  to  acknowledge,  and  I  also  feel 
very  anxious  about  Carrie.  Two  months  ago 
this  conversation  would  not  have  troubled  me 
in  the  least ;  I'm  afraid  it  would  have  tickled 
my  vanity.  I  should  have  paid  very  particular 
attention  to  Jessie,  for  the  pleasure  of  ruffling 
Kate's  feathers  ;  gone  to  the  very  verge  of  a  pro- 
posal with  Carrie,  and  then  retreated  just  in 
time  to  save  myself.  I  have  done  such  things 
a  dozen  times  before  without  a  single  pang  of 
conscience  :  why  can  not  I  do  so  now  ? 

The  other  night  Mr.  H.  was  quizzing  me 
about  Carrie,  in  his  coarse  way ;  and,  turning 
to  Jessie,  he  asked  her  if  she  didn't  think  I 
was  flirting  desperately  with  the  girl. 

"I  know  nothing  of  what  Mr.  Lennox  has 
been  doing,"  she  answered;  "but — what  you 
call  flirting  desperately  seems  to  me  a  cruel, 
cruel  thing  to  do  to  any  girl ;  nothing  better 
than  a  desecration  of  the  holiest  relation  in  the 
world." 

How  the  little  face  quivered  as  she  said  it ! 
My  conscience  has  been  harassing  me  about 
Carrie  ever  since. 

I  believe  I  wish  sometimes  that  I  could  lull 
myself  back  into  my  old  vague  life  ;  but  those 
little  hands  have  reached  down  and  dragged 
into  being  a  dormant  Douglas  Lennox,  of  whose 
existence  I  was  almost  totally  unconscious,  and 
he  will  not  let  me  rest.  I  have  flirted  with  Car- 
rie, and  that  look  of  hers  makes  me  shudder. 
Who  knows  but  the  girl  may  have  a  heart  after 
all? 

Phil  Houston  said  this  morning,  "By  Jove, 
Lennox,  you're  turning  into  a  regular  old  bore. 
What's  come  over  you,  man?" 

What  has  come  over  me?  I'm  growing  to 
feel  a  fierce  contempt  for  myself — and  all  the 
rest  of  them,  for  that  matter,  except  one  earn- 
est face,  which  is  so  utterly  out  of  my  reach. 
If  she  knew  me,  she  would  despise  me.  I  think 
I  always  had  a  vague  consciousness  how  friv- 
olous our  life  has  been,  and  my  conscience 
stirred  once  in  a  while ;  but  now  it  seems  emp- 
tiness itself.  I  am  not  worth  the  ground  I 
stand  on,  nor  the  air  I  breathe.  I  have  never 
even  earned  the  food  and  clothes  for  my  own 
worthless  body.  What  a  blind  mole  I  have 
been !  Has  my  life  actually  been  bounded  by 
fast  horses,  the  latest  styles,  the  club,  and  the 
newspapers?  A  worthy,  manly,  noble  life — 
isn't  it,  Douglas  Lennox  ? 

If  she  would  only  talk  to  me  and  help  me ! 
I  want  some  business,  some  work,  and  I  am  no 
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more  fitted  for  it  than  one  of  my  three  empty- 
headed  sisters. 

Look  at  that  throng  pouring  ont  of  Gun- 
ning's factory  ;  look  at  the  bared,  grimy,  power- 
ful arms,  the  swarthy,  energetic  faces.  I  feel 
to-night  as  if  I  could  gladly  exchange  places 
with  one  of  them.  If  I  had  s  jmebody  to  work 
for  ;  if  I  could  go  home,  now,  to-night,  as  those 
men  are  going  home,  to  find —  This  won't  do. 
I'll  take  a  rousing  gallop  on  Wildfire,  and  see  if 
I  can  not  persuade  myself  into  being  half  a  man 
at  least. 

September  12. — She  came  last  night.  Kate 
and  the  rest  were  true  to  their  word.  Scarcely 
disguised,  sneering  rudeness,  on  the  part  of  the 
girls ;  and  on  that  of  mother,  a  cold  politeness 
worse  than  open  warfare.  The  Carrie  and  Co. 
set  merely  surveyed  her  fram  head  to  foot, 
with  that  indescribable  glance,  which  I  notice 
is  one  of  their  weapons ;  and  I  suppose  any 
hapless  mortal  on  Avhom  it  chances  to  fall  ought 
to  consider  himself  dead  and  buried,  as  far  as 
la  crenie  de  la  crhne  (?)  is  concerned. 

Jessie  took  it  all  very  quietly,  retreating  as 
soon  as  she  could  into  a  remote  corner  behind 
a  large  table  (her  favorite  position,  by-the-way)  ; 
from  thence  she  intently  watched  the  dancers 
as  they  floated  past  her,  and  seemed  to  lose  her 
loneliness  in  their  gayety. 

"What  a  capacity  for  happiness  lies  locked  up 
in  that  little  body !  If  I  could  only  have  trans- 
ported her  as  she  sat  there,  in  that  misty  gray 
dress,  with  the  eager  face  almost  as  shadowy — 
if  I  could  only  have  transported  her  away 
from  all  the  glare  of  lights  and  bare  shoulders, 
of  artificial  hair  and  eyes  and  smiles,  into  a 
quiet  home-nook — a  quiet,  restful  home-nook, 
where —  At  this  point  in  my  reflections  some- 
body grasped  me  by  the  shoulders:  "Your  turn 
next — wake  up,  man  !  Have  you  forgot  how  to 
dance  the  '  Lancers  ?' " 

As  the  evening  wore  away,  a  look  of  weari- 
ness began  to  creep  over  her  face.  I  longed 
to  get  to  her,  but  I  was  in  constant  requisition. 
Mother  seemed  determined  to  keep  me  busy. 
At  last  I 'made  a  break. 

An  unaccountable  panic  seized  me  as  I 
walked  the  length  of  the  room.  I  felt  as  if 
a  thousand  eyes  were  upon  me,  reading  me 
through.  When  at  last  I  reached  her  my 
knees  were  trembling  under  me,  and  when  I 
attempted  speaking  I  could  scarcely  command 
my  voice.  Finally,  I  managed  to  stammer  out, 
"  Will  you  waltz  with  me  ?'*  The  simple  words 
sounded  unnaturally  in  my  ears,  as  if  I  had 
shouted  them  at  the  top  of  my  voice.  Could 
she  see  it — this  longing  to  hold  her  just  for 
one  moment,  even  there  in  that  crowd,  to  my 
heart?  Oh,  my  darling — my  darling!  Was 
I  losing  my  senses  ?  What  was  I  saying  ? 
With  a  hard  struggle  for  mastery,  I  steadied 
my  eyes  on  her  face.    Had  I  betrayed  myself? 

No,  my  secret  was  safe  ;  she  was  looking 
quietly  up  to  me,  with  her  own  look, 

"It  is  so  very  long  since  I  have  danced,  at 
least  with  any  body  except  the  cliildren  at 


home,  that  I  am  almost  afraid  to  try  it  in  this 
great  room.  It  does  look  very  exhilarating — 
but  I  think  I  had  better  decline."  She  glanced 
for  a  moment  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  room, 
and  following  her  eye  I  saw  mother's  darken- 
ing face  watching  us  closely.  "Yes,  I  think  I 
had  better  decline,"  she  repeated,  with  a  fall 
of  disappointment  in  her  voice. 

"You're  wanted,  Douglas,"  said  Kate,  touch- 
ing my  arm. 

"Who  wants  me?"  I  asked,  turning  angrily. 

"  They  are  going  to  begin  the  '  Lancers,'  and 
you  are  engaged  to  Carrie,  you  know." 

At  last  it  was  over.  I  deposited  Carrie, 
flounces,  bare  shoulders,  and  all,  and  made  my 
way  back  to  Jessie.  The  shade  of  pain  and 
weariness  had  deepened  on  her  face. 

"Just  one  turn.  Miss  Jessie — only  one,  and 
then  we  will  go  out  into  the  garden,  you  look 
so  tired." 

Before  she  had  time  to  refuse  me  again,  we 
were  whirling  down  the  stream  of  dancers.  On 
and  on,  until  I  could  feel  her  heart  beating 
against  mine,  and  the  unwilling  feet  growing 
light  as  air — until  the  rooms  revolved  about  us, 
one  blaze  of  light,  and  the  music  seemed  throb- 
bing in  my  temples.  Oh,  the  delirious  tumult 
of  motion  I  If  it  could  only  last  forever !  Fast- 
er and  faster  it  came.  I  strained  her  to  me,  in 
the  swift  maelstrom ;  I  could  feel  her  breath 
panting  on  my  cheek ;  the  little  hand  was  close- 
clasped  in  mine  ;  my  arm  was  about  her.  Oh, 
the  triumph,  the  joy !  She  Avas  mine  !  Sud- 
denly I  knew  she  was  trembling  in  my  grasp ; 
the  face  turned  up  to  me  was  ashen  white.  In- 
stantly I  drew  her  aside  into  a  sheltered  cor- 
ner. 

"Oh,  Jessie,  what  have  I  done?" 

"Take  me  to  the  garden." 

As  we  passed  on  to  the  veranda,  I  heard  a 
voice  hissing  after  us.  "Beautiful  waltzer? 
Do  you  think  so  ?  She's  that  Mr.  Hutchinson's 
housekeeper ;  and  likely  enough  to  become  so 
permanently — so  they  say — after  the  death  of 
Mrs.  H.  number  one."  Turning,  I  met  Car- 
rie's malignant  eyes. 

Jessie  gathered  my  arm  a  little  closer,  and 
did  not  relax  her  hold  until  we  reached  a  dis- 
tant walk  out  of  the  stream  of  the  numerous 
promenaders.  Then,  with  almost  a  sob  in  her 
breath,  she  sank  on  a  seat  which  encircled  a 
huge  old  willow.  Through  the  pendent  branch- 
es we  could  see  the  dazzling  scene  we  had  just 
left.  It  looked  almost  fairy-like  in  its  brill- 
iancy ;  but  I  felt,  with  terrible  force,  what  an 
empty,  lying  sham  it  all  was.  A  great  bitter- 
ness was  growing  in  my  heart.  Something  very 
like  a  curse  was  rising  on  my  lips ;  but  when  I 
turned  to  look  at  her,  it  crept  back  limp  and 
broken.  She  was  leaning  against  the  trunk  of 
the  tree,  looking  utterly  wearied,  her  breath 
still  coming  sharp  and  quick,  and  a  deep  red 
spot  burning  in  each  cheek. 

"Do  not  look  so  wobegone,"  she  said,  as 
she  saw  the  contrition  in  my  face.  "I  shall 
soon  be  over  it." 
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"Bat  it  Avas  so — so  thoughtless  in  nie — so 
very  unkind." 

"Yes,  you  should  not  have  carried  me  off 
in  that  way,  against  my  will,  but" — and  there 
gleamed  across  her  lips  the  smile  Avhich  she 
gave  Tot  when  he  was  "doin'  to  be  dood" — 
"  you  will  do  better  another  time.  I  like  waltz- 
ing with  the  children,  or  in  our  own  house ; 
but  I  can  not  feel  as  if  it  were  exactly  the  thing 
in  a  large  promiscuous  company.  I  think  I 
should  lose  my  self-respect  if  I  did  it  very  oft- 
en," she  said,  soberly,  drawing  away  from  me 
a  little. 

My  conscience  smote  me  a  hard  blow ;  what 
a  fool  I  had  been !  What  must  she  think  of 
my  violence  ?  I  had  worked  so  hard  to  gain 
her  confidence,  and  now  was  my  carefully-built 
edifice  all  tumbling  about  my  ears  ?  I  longed 
to  study  her  eyes,  but  she  was  partly  in  the 
shadow,  and  I  could  only  define  the  mere  out- 
line of  her  features.  Her  hand  and  arm,  white 
and  round  as  a  baby's,  lay  beside  me,  the 
fingers  close-clenched  as  was  her  habit  when 
stirred.  An  irresistible  desire  rose  within  me. 
to  grasp  it  just  once — the  frail,  weak  thing,  I 
could  have  crushed  it.  She  was  so  little,  so 
meek,  Avith  her  pale  face  and  slender  form,  and 
yet — she  seemed  as  far  out  of  my  reach  as  the 
stars  which  shone  on  me  overhead.  Would  it 
be  so  always  ?  1  had  not  the  courage  to  meet 
the  question. 

"What  are  you  thinking  of?"  I  said  at  last, 
abruptly,  leaning  forward  to  look  into  her  face. 

"  I  was  thinking  of  the  silent  workers,  hov- 
ering over  that  unconscious  crowd,  of  the  pa- 
tient spirit-watchers  who  are  leading  them 
gradually  and  gently  into  the  right  way." 

"  Good  gracious !  You  don't  imagine  the — 
the — ghosts,  or  whatever  they  are,  are  going  to 
trouble  themselves  about  coming  to  this  infern 
— this  wicked  world  ?" 

"You  do  not  believe  it?  I  do.  Here,  right 
within  our  grasp,  if  we  could  only  see  them, 
they  are  watching  over  you  and  me,  close  and 
warm  and  loving.  We  may  lean  with  our  Avea- 
riness  upon  their  strength  ;  with  our  restless 
longings  upon  their  broad,  tender  sympathy. 
They  have  lived  and  sufi'ered  as  we  have,  and 
they  can  understand — oh,  so  well ! — how  hard 
it  seems  sometimes." 

"  They  never  would  trouble  themselves  about 
a  fellow  like  me.  You — I  can  imagine  that 
it  Avould  be  easy  to  be  your  guardian  angel, 
but—" 

"  Mr.  Lennox,  they  are  here,  close  by  you ; 
can  not  you  feel  them?"  I  started  involun- 
tarily ;  a  cold  thrill  shot  through  my  frame ; 
slowly  a  strange  haze  came  over  me ;  every 
nerve  in  my  brain  seemed  gathered  in  a  strong 
hand  with  tightening  grasp.  I  felt  as  if  I  were 
being  drawn  upward  by  invisible  tense  bands ; 
then  as  if  I  were  falling  helplessly  away  into 
space. 

Gasping  for  breath,  I  gathered  Jessie's  hand 
in  a  tight  grip,  and  tried  to  steady  myself  by  it. 
Gradually  the  terrible  feeling  passed  away ;  I 


was  emerging  from  the  darkness.  Confusedly 
it  came  to  me  where  I  Avas.  Jessie  Avas  gently 
stroking  my  arm  Avitli  her  disengaged  hand. 

"You  have  been  in  a  slight  trance;  do  not 
be  alarmed." 

"What  ails  my  brain?  It  weighs  a  thou- 
sand pounds,"  I  said,  leaning  heavily  against  the 
trunk  of  the  tree. 

"  I  can  soon  relieve  you,"  she  said,  in  a  1oa\% 
quieting  tone  ;  and  rising,  she  passed  her  hands, 
Avith  a  regular,  soothing  motion,  upAvard  and 
outAA'ard  through  the  air,  directly  over  my  head 
and  up  my  arms.  Was  I  in  a  dream,  or  losing 
my  senses  ?  I  did  not  knoAV ;  I  did  not  care. 
My  darling's  face  Avas  close  above  me,  my  dar- 
ling's arms  Avaving  about  me  ;  oh,  the  delicious 
peace — 

A  short  laugh  startled  us.  Carrie,  Kate, 
and  Pliil  stood  looking  at  us  through  the 
branches. 

All  that  is  long  gone.  Ten  years  have 
passed  aAvay  almost  unperceived. 

Jessie  is  mine — my  Avife !  I  may  keep  her 
from  all  harm  and  suff"ering,  and  no  one  has 
the  right  to  come  betAveen  us.  But  CA-en  yet 
I  can  not  think  of  those  days  Avith  any  sort  of 
chai'ity  or  patience.  Even  Jessie  can  not 
make  me  do  it. 

After  that  memorable  evening  long  ago  a 
thousand  rumors  began  to  float  about,  absurd 
to  the  last  degree.  Jessie  Avas  accused  of  be- 
ing a  second  edition  of  Tennyson's  Vivien ;  it 
Avas  said  she  Avas  bcAvitching  me  Avith  the 
"  charm  of  AA'Oven  paces  and  of  waving  hands." 
Each  tale  Avas  more  ridiculous  than  the  last, 
and  yet  people  Avho  Avere  supposed  to  be  in  full 
possession  of  their  senses  seemed  to  believe 
them.  "The  thing  must  be  put  down,"  they 
said;  "there  is  no  telling  to  Avhat  this  crazi- 
ness  called  magnetism  may  lead."  And  so  my 
little  saint,  so  infinitely  above  them  all,  was 
shunned.  Scandalous  reports  went  the  rounds, 
mixing  her  name  Avith  Mr.  Hutchinson's.  My 
Avliole  nature  Avas  roused  ;  home  became  insup- 
portable, for  I  kneAV  that  my  OAvn  mother  and 
sisters  were  in  part  guilty  of  this  wrong.  Our 
aimless  life  grew  daily  more  repugnant  to  me  ; 
I  felt  some  change  must  come. 

An  opening  in  business  being  offered  me,  I 
entreated  Jessie  to  become  my  AA'ife ;  but  she 
said  her  ill  name  Avould  clog  me,  and  besides, 
I  think,  at  this  time  she  had  not  complete  con- 
fidence in  me,  believing  me  to  be  too  excitable 
and  A^olatile  ever  to  become  perseA^ering.  At 
any  rate,  she  Avould  not  consent. 

At  last  there  Avas  an  open  rupture  Avith  my 
family.  I  broke  from  home,  and  came  out 
here  to  the  West,  my  Avhole  Avorldly  goods  be- 
ing represented  by  a  hundred-dollar  note.  A 
share  in  the  estate  Avas  of  course  laAvfully  mine, 
but  I  preferred  leaving  the  use  of  it  to  my  mo- 
ther. After  a  hard  struggle  of  two  years,  I 
gained  a  sure  footing.  I  then  determined  on 
making  another  efi"ort.  Returning  to  Blairs- 
ville  I  Avon  her,  and  we  Avere  married  Avithin 
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the  week.  She  came  back  with  me  to  the  nest 
I  had  made  for  her. 

Eight  busy  years  have  slipped  away  since 
the  ecstasy  of  that  coming  home — eight  years 
of  labor  and  of  self-denial.  Each  day  has 
tasked  our  strength  to  the  utmost,  and  some- 
times, as  I  watched  Jessie  at  the  close  of  some 
Avearing  day,  with  a  scarlet  flush  coming  and 
going  on  the  thin  cheek,  I  have  almost  felt  that 
it  was  cruel  bringing  her  away  to  this  hard, 
new  life.  But  when  the  blessed  night  came, 
gliding  over  our  household  with  its  healing  rest, 
and  I  watched  the  tired  face  growing  bright  in 
slumber,  my  fears  would  die  out.  Then,  next 
morning,  she  would  go  springing  about  the  house 
the  very  soul  of  activity.  What  incessant  little 
feet  they  are,  to  be  sure!  Patter,  patter  all 
day  long,  up  and  down,  in  and  out,  from  gar- 
ret to  cellar,  around  and  around  the  limits  of 
our  small  domain ! 

We  have  a  rather  picturesque  farm-cottage 
perched  on  the  hill-side,  with  Jessie's  roses 
growing  over  it,  climbing  higher  year  by  year. 
But  in  warm  weather  we  desert  the  house  al- 
most altogether,  except  for  sleeping ;  our  fa- 
vorite summer  resort  being  the  "Oak  Room," 
a  huge,  spreading  forest  tree,  near  the  corner 
of  the  kitchen. 

How  we  do  enjoy  our  breakfasts  under  it, 
with  the  lovely  dewy  plains  rolling  away  at  our 
feet,  the  first  exhilarating  flush  of  day  creep- 
ing up  the  horizon,  and  gleaming  out  over  the 
silent  earth !  The  humid  air,  heavy  with 
smells  of  grass  and  trees,  steals  over  the  nerves 
until  the  wearing  beat  of  the  world-machinery 
sounds  distant  and  unreal.  Sin  and  sorrow  seem 
impossible  in  this  fresh,  delicious  God's  earth. 

Then  sometimes  I  feel  as  if  it  were  wrong  to 
be  so  happy,  with  millions  of  my  fellow-creat- 
ures enduring  such  restless  lives.  I  think  of 
them  out  of  this  ideal  home  of  mine,  and  won- 
der at  the  silent  endurance  of  miseries  which 
would  crush  me.  The  peace  of  these  eight 
years  has  so  stolen  through  me  that  I  can  not, 
even  in  thought,  help  shrinking  from  the  tur- 
moil and  strife  which  other  men  and  women 
daily  encounter. 

My  bodily  labor,  even  when  I  toil  through 
the  hot  sun,  seems  as  nothing  when  I  have  the 
bracing  calm  of  the  evening  to  look  forward  to 
after  the  day's  work  is  done.  And  then  it  is 
all  so  simple,  so  easily  attained.  A  log-cabin 
containing  but  two  rooms  and  a  kitchen,  and  in 
it  a  wife  neither  beautiful  nor  brilliant,  but  oh, 
so  good  !  and  yet  so  perfectly  unconscious  of 
herself — entering  into  my  smallest  needs  with 
such  entire  restful  sympathy ;  surrounding  me 
with  her  love  daily,  hourly,  in  such  a  quiet,  un- 
obtrusive way  that  I  breathe  it  as  unconscious- 
ly as  I  do  the  air  from  heaven.  I  believe  she 
would  turn  Satan  himself  into  an  angel.  Weak- 
ness and  wickedness  slink  away  from  before 
her.  I  feel  that  I  am  growing  year  by  year  a 
wiser  and  a  better  man.  When  I  look  back 
upon  my  old  self  I  ask:  "How  did  she  ever 
learn  to  love  me  ?" 
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And  then  May,  our  baby — our  round-cheek- 
ed little  country-girl!  When  I  return  home, 
toward  nightfall,  tired  and  dusty,  with  what  a 
shout  of  triumph  the  gipsy  climbs  to  my  shoul- 
der, swinging  her  bare  brown  legs  in  a  resound- 
ing tattoo  on  my  chest,  and  calling  gleefully  to 
her  mother  who  stands  in  the  doorway  smiling 
up  at  me  in  my  rough  working-clothes — as  she 
never  smiled  at  the  elegant  Douglas  Lennox  of 
by-gone  days !  As  I  gather  the  toil-hardened 
hands  in  mine,  and  look  down  at  the  face  Avhich 
people  call  plain,  and  the  little  figure  clad  in  a 
common  cotton  dress,  I  feel  that  all  the  wealth 
and  beauty  and  splendor  in  the  world  could  not 
make  us  one  jot  happier ;  that  I  am  thorough- 
ly content  as  we  are,  and  would  be  willing  to 
live,  just  as  we  are  living  now,  to  the  day  of  my 
death. 

After  a  refreshing  toilet  comes  the  hearty 
substantial  supper,  and  when  the  tea  things  are 
put  away  and  the  stock  looked  to  for  the  night, 
then  the  restful,  cheery  evening. 

I  stretch  out  on  the  grass  in  the  Oak  Room, 
with  Jessie  close  by  watching  our  baby — we 
call  her  baby  still,  although  she  is  six  years  old 
— rolling  and  tumbling  down  the  hill-side  in 
boisterous  happiness.  As  we  sit,  the  sun, 
gathering  in  his  lavish  wealth,  sinks  away  ;  the 
shadows  lengthen  over  the  plain  stretching  at 
our  feet,  and  glide,  black  and  heavy,  into  the 
forest  behind  us.  The  night  breeze  comes 
sweeping  up  from  the  river,  and  the  darkness 
silently  gathering,  gradually  shuts  away  field 
after  field  of  waving  grain.  May  creeps  into 
her  mother's  arms,  and  watches,  with  sleepy 
eyes,  the  millions  of  fire-flies  flashing  against 
the  black  back-ground  of  the  forest. 

"It's  God's  baby  angels  winkin'  at  me,  and 
I  can't  never,  never  catch  them,  they  are  so 
bad.  Please,  papa,  can't  you  ?  I  want  them 
to  play  with  me." 

"No,  my  pet,  I  can  not;  besides  it's  high 
time  those  little  tired  eyes  were  shut.  Mam- 
ma thinks  the  baby  angels  will  come  and  take 
care  of  May  when  she's  asleep." 

"I  ain't  sleepy  one  bit ;  just  look  at  my  big, 
big  eyes." 

The  drooping  lids  are  opened  wide ;  but  in 
five  minutes  more  they  are  slowly  sinking  again, 
and  May  is  soon  lost  to  our  world,  and  gone  to 
see  whether  her  mother  is  right.  Then  we  sit 
silently  many  minutes — an  hour  or  two,  some- 
times—  until  the  moon  peers  down  upon  us, 
shining  with  a  glory  of  light  over  mother  and 
baby,  gathered  close  in  my  arms.  How  deep- 
ly I  feel,  down,  down  in  my  thankful  heart, 
that  no  earthly  evil  can  crush  me,  as  long  as 
God  leaves  me  these  two,  my  precious  gifts 
from  Him ! 

But  why  prolong  my  journal  ?  Sufferings, 
trials,  anxieties,  the  world's  buff'etings,  and  the 
strife  for  its  goods,  may  be  described  :  happi- 
ness like  mine,  to  be  comprehended,  must  be 
lived  through.  Have  I  achieved  success — 
j  prosperity  ?  How  the  self-installed  magnates 
I  of  society  would  laugh  to  scorn  the  idea !  Ah, 
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well !  Let  the  children  of  this  world,  smiling 
superior,  set  down  as  graceful  fantasy  the  mor- 
alist's apothegm  that  the  best  elements  of  gen- 
uine human  enjoyment  are  the  simplest  and  the 
most  frugal,  and  the  most  surely  and  readily 
within  the  grasp  of  all  true  hearts — I  know, 
and  Jessie  knows,  that  that  is  one  of  the  great, 
eternal  truths  of  God. 


BOLIVAR, 

LIBERATOR  OF  SOUTH  AMERICA. 

FEW  of  us  in  the  North  know  much  of  Simon 
Bolivar.  Yet  throughout  half  our  Western 
Continent  he  is  looked  upon  with  a  reverence 
approaching  idolatry.  To  all  that  impulsive 
and  gifted  branch  of  the  Latin  race  extending 
from  Mexico  to  Patagonia,  the  name  of  the 
liberator  of  South  America  is  as  that  of  Titus, 
of  Marcus  Aurelius,  or  of  Ccesar.  His  words 
are  cherished  as  those  of  purest  wisdom,  his 
exploits  are  amplified  into  heroic  proportions, 
and  the  gratitude  of  generations  of  Latin  Amer- 
icans will  ever  follow  that  persistent  leader  who 
enabled  them  to  throw  off  the  barbarous  yoke 
of  Spain,  and  to  take  their  place  among  man- 
kind as  freemen.  With  all  his  imperfections, 
therefore — and  these  have  no  doubt  been  great- 
ly exaggerated  by  his  enemies — Bolivar  must 
rise  to  a  high  rank  among  the  benefactors  of 
his  race.  His  courage  and  military  skill,  which 
have  sometimes  been  questioned,  were  proved 
in  the  two  great  battles  of  Boyaca  and  Car- 
abobo,  in  the  conquest  of  Bolivia,  the  libera- 
tion of  Peru  ;  and  his  persistent  patriotism  was 
shoAvn  in  the  calm  patience  with  which  he  bore 
a  long  series  of  disasters  and  sustained  the  fail- 
ing cause  of  his  country.  At  last  he  was  suc- 
cessful. Every  trace  of  Spanish  domination 
was  swept  away  from  the  republic  of  Colombia, 
and  the  triumph  in  the  north  Avas  followed  by 
the  general  liberation  of  all  Spanish  America. 

A  common  error  prevails  as  to  the  result  of 
this  remarkable  revolution.  It  is  generally  be- 
lieved that  since  its  liberation  Latin  America 
has  known  only  a  succession  of  civil  convul- 
sions; that  freedom  has  brought  with  it  none 
of  its  usual  blessings  ;  that  anarchy  and  disor- 
der have  checked  the  progress  of  the  South 
American  states,  and  left  them  less  prosper- 
ous and  happy  than  they  were  under  the  Span- 
ish rule.  No  popular  conception  could  be  less 
true.  Since  they  won  their  freedom  the  Latin 
states  of  America  have  advanced  in  wealth  and 
intelligence  with  a  rapidity  that  puts  to  shame 
the  Latin  states  of  Europe.^  Their  commerce, 
the  creation  of  the  revolution,  is  double  that 
of  Spain  "and  Italy  combined.  Their  national 
debts  are  insignificant  compared  with  those  of 
England  or  France.  In  no  part  of  the  world 
is  taxation  so  light  or  commerce  so  unrestrain- 
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ed.  Their  fortunate  people  are  in  great  part 
free  from  those  heavy  burdens  that  weigh  so 
heavily  upon  the  industry  of  Europe.  Their 
standing  armies  are  small,  their  national  ex- 
penditure light ;  and  an  enthusiastic  South 
American  asserts  that  nowhere  is  it  so  easy  to 
make  a  fortune  as  in  his  native  land.'  One  se- 
rious fault  the  liberators  of  Latin  America  com- 
mitted in  making  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
a  state  establishment,  and  in  suffering  it  to  per- 
secute heresy  as  vigorously  as  in  the  days  of 
Spanish  supremacy.  But  this  restriction  is 
gradually  passing  away.  In  the  flourishing 
city  of  Buenos  Ayres  a  perfect  tolerance  pre- 
vails, and  its  rapid  growth  is  plainly  owing  to 
the  prevalence  of  heretical  ideas.  ^  Brazil  is 
almost  as  liberal ;  and  in  every  part  of  South 
America  schools  and  colleges  are  multijilying, 
and  the  press  is  slowly  spreading  the  elements 
of  good  order  and  peace. 

A  picturesque  variety  of  races  and  nations 
dwell  under  the  institutions  established  by  Bol- 
ivar. Of  a  population  of  nearly  twenty-five 
millions,  thinly  scattered  over  South  Ameri- 
ca, scarcely  one-fifth  are  of  European  origin. 
Along  the  western  coast  and  among  the  pla- 
teaus of  the  Andes,  the  copper- colored  de- 
scendants of  the  children  of  the  Incas  outnum- 
ber their  conquerors,  and  still  preserve  the  do- 
cility and  the  savage  simplicity  depicted  in  the 
pages  of  Prescott.  In  the  interior  of  Venezue- 
la, the  wild  natives  still  plant  their  leafy  huts 
along  the  rivers,  and  live  in  a  savage  isolation. 
Brazil  is  filled  with  a  colored  population  of 
Africans,  Indians,  and  half-breeds  of  varied 
shades.  The  luxurious  and  lovely  plains  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  radiant  with  acres  of  the  crim- 
son verbena,  and  painted  with  a  thousand  flow- 
ers, are  swept  by  wild  troops  of  savage  herds- 
men and  Indians,  scarcely  raised  in  intelligence 
above  the  native  of  New  Holland  ;  while  the 
Patagonian  giants  still  menace  the  voyager 
along  their  stormy  shores  with  clubs  and  ar- 
rows, as  in  the  periods  of  Drake  and  Magellan. 
To  make  intelligent  republicans  of  this  varied 
population  will  be  a  long  and  painful  task.  It 
will  probably  be  the  aim  of  the  white  govern- 
ments to  teach  it  first  some  of  the  elements  of 
civilization.  Yet  the  rapid  growth  of  most  of 
the  South  American  states,  in  good  order  and 
general  prosperity,  becomes  the  more  wonderful 
when  we  remember  how  large  a  proportion  of 
their  citizens  and  voters  are  scarcely  better 
than  savages. 

Bolivar  was  born  in  the  year  1783.  His 
father  died  not  long  after,  and  the  future  lib- 
erator was  educated  by  his  mother,  Senora 
Palacio,  with  assiduous  care.^  His  family 
were  among  the  wealthiest  and  most  eminent 
of  the  natives  of  Caracas.    He  was  the  heir 
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of  vast  plantations  that  embraced  the  richest 
lands  of  the  province,  of  country  villas  and 
town-houses,  and  of  thousands  of  slaves  whom 
he  afterward  set  free  with  humane  liberality. 
The  most  eminent  teachers  were  engaged  to 
instruct  the  young  Creole  in  all  liberal  arts,  and 
when  he  was  about  fifteen  he  was  sent  to  Spain 
to  improve  his  mind  by  travel.  On  his  voyage 
he  stopped  at  Vera  Cruz  and  visited  Mexico, 
paused  a  while  at  Havana,  and  at  length  reach- 
ed Madrid.  Here  his  great  wealth  and  high 
position  gave  him  access  to  the  Spanish  court, 
and  his  manners  were  refined  in  the  stately  so- 
ciety of  the  royal  circle.  He  traveled  over 
Europe,  and  passed  some  time  at  Paris.  He 
saw  that  gay  capital  just  rising  out  of  the  vor- 
tex of  revolution  ;  he  attended  lectures,  heard 
debates,  and  was  struck  by  the  new  renown  of 
the  young  conqueror  Napoleon,  whose  fame  he 
was  ever  afterward  eager  to  emulate.  He  visit- 
ed Rome,  the  central  home  of  the  Latin  races, 
and  there,  it  is  asserted,  he  first  conceived  the 
design  of  becoming  the  liberator  of  his  country. 
Already,  it  is  said,  he  had  resolved  that  Ven- 
ezuela should  be  free.  His  mind  was  now  en- 
larged by  study  and  observation,  and  he  was 
able  to  compare  the  progressive  vigor  of  Latin 
Europe  with  the  miserable  bondage  that  weigh- 
ed down  the  intellect  of  his  native  land. 

But  a  gentler  impulse  took  him  away  for  the 
moment  from  his  patriotic  resolution.  At  the 
house  of  Don  Bernardo  del  Toro,  in  Madrid, 
where  he  constantly  visited,  he  met  and  fell  in 
love  with  Teresa  del  Toro,  a  beautiful  maiden 
of  sixteen,  the  daughter  of  his  host.  Bolivar 
was  scarcely  eighteen,  but  it  was  usual  with  the 
South  Americans  to  marry  young.  Teresa  re- 
turned his  aff*ection,  and  he  wrote  home  to  his 
faithful  mother  an  enthusiastic  account  of  her 
virtues  and  her  charms.  The  parents  consent- 
ed ;  the  youthful  pair  were  married,  and  Boli- 
var, full  of  joy  and  satisfaction,  set  out  with  his 
bride  for  Caracas,  to  assume  the  control  of  his 
vast  property,  and  to  become  one  of  the  most 
eminent  and  influential  of  the  Creole  population 
of  Venezuela.^  He  was  now  in  the  bloom  of  his 
mental  and  physical  strength.  His  form  was 
graceful,  his  eyes  bright  and  penetrating,  his 
forehead  high,  his  beard  trimmed  with  care, 
his  expression  winning,  his  complexion  some- 
what pallid  and  wan.  He  dressed  no  doubt  in 
the  elegance  of  wealth  and  fashion ;  his  man- 
ners were  stately,  yet  attractive.  His  mind 
was  active,  and  he  had  read  much.  He  was  a 
graceful  and  impressive  speaker,  and  wrote 
with  elegance  and  ease,  and  probably  none 
among  the  young  Venezuelans  could  rival  his 
various  accomplishments.  Thus,  in  the  joy 
and  hope  of  youth.  Bolivar  returned  to  his  na- 
tive land,  when,  in  a  short  time,  his  life  was 
overcast  with  an  irremediable  gloom.  His  fair 
young  wife  died  ;  he  was  left  a  childless  wid- 
ower. A  deep  melancholy  settled  upon  him, 
from  which  he  was  only  aroused  by  a  fierce 
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resolution  to  avenge  the  wrongs  of  his  coun- 
try. 

Bolivar,  with  all  his  great  revenues  and 
proud  position,  belonged  to  a  degraded  caste. 
He  was  a  creole.    His  ancestors  had  been  na- 
tive born,  and  the  Creole,  however  accomplish- 
ed or  wealthy,  was  certain  to  be  treated  with 
ignominy  by  the  rude  and  impoverished  offi- 
cials who  were  sent  from  Spain  to  rule  over 
South  America,  and  to  enrich  themselves  at 
the  cost  of  the  oppressed  provincials.    In  that 
strange  and  singularly  hurtful  form  of  bondage 
in  which  the  Spaniards  had,  for  more  than  two 
centuries,  held  their  American  possessions,  the 
single  principle  prevailed  of  extracting  all  the 
wealth  of  the  colony  for  the  use  of  the  mother 
country.    Spain  ravished  from  South  America 
the  produce  of  its  mines,  the  yield  of  its  fertile 
soil.    No  colony  was  permitted  to  trade  with 
another  colony ;  no  exterior  commerce  was  au- 
thorized except  with  the  Spanish  ports.  The 
whole  trade  of  the  Indies  was  in  the  hands  of 
a  great  mercantile  monopoly,  the  Phillipine 
Company,  whose  members  bought  the  produc- 
tions of  the  country  at  their  own  price,  and 
sold  to  the  provincials  the  wares  of  Europe  at 
three  times  their  value.    Guarda  Costas,  heav- 
ily armed,  kept  watch  around  the  shores  of  the 
Spanish  main,  and  punished  with  pitiless  cru- 
elty every  attempt  to  evade  the  fatal  monopoly. 
To  secure  a  ready  sale  of  Spanish  goods,  the 
colonies  were  forbidden  to  engage  in  any  kind 
of  manufacture.     The  factories  were  broken 
up,  and  those  who  founded  them  were  pun- 
ished.   The  planter  was  not  suffered  to  dig  a 
canal  to  carry  his  crops  to  the  sea;  the  miner 
to  sink  his  shaft ;  the  mariner  to  sail  a  ship  ; 
the  mechanic  to  open  a  foundry ;  the  linen- 
dealer  to  weave  his  flax ;  the  hat-maker  to 
manufacture  sombreros.    Merida  was  forbid- 
den to  found  a  university,  and  it  was  scornfully 
said  by  the  Spaniards  that  the  Creoles  had  no 
need  of  instruction.    The  Romish  Church,  with 
a  horde  of  priests  and  friars,  checked  all  men- 
tal improvement.    The  Holy  Office  ruled  un- 
restrained.   It  was  death  to  read  Robertson's 
"History  of  America,"  or  to  speak  of  heretical 
books ;  a  deep  veil  of  ignorance  was  flung  over 
the  Creole,  and  he  scarcely  knew  that  there  was 
a  world  of  light  around  him.    But  still  more 
galling  was  the  political  ignominy  to  which 
he  Avas  subjected.    Every  important  office  was 
filled  by  rude  and  insolent  Spaniards,  who  used 
every  instrument  of  oppression  to  wring  a  for- 
tune from  the  subject  people.     The  Spanish 
officials  formed  the  highest  rank  in  society,  and 
the  proud  and  wealthy  youth  of  the  creole  caste 
were  daily  exposed  to  the  insults  and  contempt 
of  the  coarse  adventurers  from  Spain,  who  had 
become  their  masters  by  their  intrigues  at  the 
court  of  Madrid.    In  fact,  the  condition  of 
Cuba  to-day  represents  the  unhappy  fate  of  all 
Spanish  America  in  the  opening  of  the  present 
century. 

As  was  natural,  the  creole  caste  had  long 
looked  with  hatred  upon  their  rulers.  They 
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made  various  efforts  to  avenge  their  wrongs, 
but  each  uprising  had  been  suppressed  Avith  un- 
sparing cruelty.  At  length  there  came  Avhat 
seemed  the  dawn  of  a  happier  era.  The  wars 
of  England  with  Napoleon  and  with  Spain  sev- 
ered the  connection  between  the  colonies  and 
the  mother  country ;  the  native  inhabitants  of 
Spanish  America,  neglected  by  their  masters 
in  Europe,  met  in  their  several  juntas  or  con- 
gresses and  essayed  to  govern  themselves.  The 
Simnish  officials  were  overawed,  and  the  Creoles 
gained  a  temporary  freedom.  Then  followed 
the  rule  of  Joseph  or  Napoleon  in  Spain,  the 
rising  of  the  Spanish  nation  against  their  French 
invaders,  and  the  almost  total  subjection  of  the 
peninsula  by  the  Napoleonic  marshals.  Yet 
the  Spanish  Junta,  in  the  midst  of  the  national 
misfortunes,  still  clung  with  insane  tenacity  to 
their  colonial  rule,  and  threatened  with  war 
and  devastation  every  province  that  ventured  to 
refuse  obedience  to  its  foreign  lords.  Caracas 
and  Venezuela  were  still  held  in  subjection. 
Miranda  had  in  vain  attempted  to  set  free  his 
country ;  and  Emparan,  the  Spanish  governor 
(1809),  still  asserted  his  authority  over  the  na- 
tive population.  He  declared  that  Caracas 
should  have  no  law  but  what  he  chose  to  give  it. 

But  the  Creole  youth  had  now  resolved  to 
rise,  and  a  secret  association  was  formed  which 
was  designed  to  obtain  freedom  by  force.  The 
conspirators  were  almost  all  young,  talented, 
rich,  and  brave.    They  were  the  flower  of  that 
brilliant  caste  that  had  so  long  felt  the  ignominy 
and  the  insults  of  a  foreign  rule.    In  the  first 
bloom  of  youth,  the  masters  of  enormous  wealth, 
high-bred,  accomplished,  accustomed  only  to 
luxury  and  ease,  these  remarkable  young  men 
met  often  in  their  secret  conclaves,  and  decreed 
the  liberation  of  their  country.    Among  them 
were  the  Montillas,  Ribas,  his  cousins  John  and 
Simon  Bolivar,  Toro,  and  a  throng  of  their 
young  associates.    On  the  19th  of  April,  1810, 
that  rising  took  place  which  finally  determined 
the  destiny  of  South  America.    It  was  a  festal 
day,  and  an  immense  throng  filled  the  streets 
and  the  plaza  of  Caracas.    The  soldiers  had 
been  won  over ;  the  people  were  friendly  to  the 
design  ;  and  as  the  Captain-General,  Emparan, 
came  out  from  the  council,  he  was  surrounded 
by  a  band  of  conspirators.    Don  Francisco  Sa- 
lias  approached  him,  and  said  he  had  something 
of  importance  to  reveal  to  him.    The  Spaniard 
was  terrified  by  the  menacing  looks  of  the  young 
men,  the  pressure  of  the  throng ;  was  led  back 
into  the  council-room,  and  there  signed  his  ab- 
dication, and  was  sent  out  of  the  country.  Car- 
acas was  free,  and  the  brilliant  band  of  conspir- 
ators rejoiced  in  their  sudden  triumph.  Scarce- 
ly could  they  foresee  the  dismal  future  that 
aM'aited  them,  or  the  dark  shadow  of  early 
death  that  hung  over  so  many  of  their  num- 
ber. ^ 

No  blood  was  shed,  no  deeds  of  vengeance 

1  Vida,  i.  p.  53.  Muchos  pueblos  de  la  America  del 
Sur  nnitaron  a  Caracas.  Bogota  constituyo  su  Junta, 
el  20  de  Julio ;  Chile,  el  18  de  Setiembre,  etc. 


had  been  done,  yet  the  freedom  of  Caracas  was 
won.  A  Junta  was  formed  that  opened  the 
commerce  of  Venezuela  to  the  world  ;  the  capi- 
tation and  other  taxes  were  removed ;  the  In- 
quisition abolished  ;  equality  was  proclaimed, 
and  a  new  republic  seemed  born  without  a  strug- 
gle. All  South  America,  save  Portuguese  Bra- 
zil, followed  the  example  of  Caracas  :  Granada, 
Chili,  and  Buenos  Ayres  threw  off  the  Spanish 
rule,  and  the  gay  and  happy  people  celebrated 
with  balls  and  festivities  the  triumph  of  the  19th 
of  April.  Bolivar  meantime  had  gone  to  En- 
gland to  seek  aid  for  his  country,  but  found  the 
English  engaged  in  a  league  Avith  the  Spanish 
Junta;  and  the  people  of  South  America  Avere 
left  to  struggle  alone  against  the  force  or  fraud 
of  Spain.  The  fleets  and  treasures  of  France, 
the  sympathy  of  Catherine  II.,  had  aided  in  se- 
curing freedom  to  the  United  States;  but  no 
European  poAver  offered  to  interfere  in  the  con- 
test betAveen  the  Spaniards  and  the  Creoles; 
and  Spain  noAv  menaced  Avith  general  ruin  the 
long  line  of  the  South  American  coast.  Except 
Brazil,  the  AA'hole  country  AA-as  in  revolt ;  yet 
the  Spaniards,  Avith  Quixotic  ardor,  mortgaged 
their  poor  estate,  revamped  their  broken  armor, 
and  flung  themselves  against  the  giant  sails  of 
progress.  An  insane  blindness,  rivaling  that 
of  its  famous  knight,  has  marked  the  conduct 
of  Spain  toward  its  colonies.  While  England, 
powerful  but  taught  by  experience,  declines  the 
challenge  of  every  colonial  AA'ar,  Spain,  Aveak 
almost  to  death,  has  never  ceased  to  aim  feeble 
bloAvs  at  her  progressive  offspring.  In  the 
midst  of  her  terrible  suffering  under  the  French 
invasion  she  still  found  men  and  treasure  to 
Avaste  in  making  the  Latin  Americans  her  im- 
placable foes,  as  to-day  she  aims  her  Quixotic 
lance  at  the  rising  freedom  of  Cuba. 

The  Spanish  Junta  declared  the  patriots  of 
Venezuela  rebels,  and  ordered  a  blockade  of  its 
coast.  Their  soldiers  still  held  the  tAvo  ports, 
Maracaibo  and  Coro,  from  Avhence  they  pre- 
pared to  invade  the  revolted  district  Avith  Euro- 
pean troops.  Yet  the  Creoles  Avere  still  full  of 
confidence  and  exultation.  The  revolution 
seemed  a  Avonderful  success.  Bolivar  returned 
from  Europe,  bringing  Avith  him  Miranda,  the 
veteran  soldier,  Avho  had  fought  by  the  side  of 
Washington  for  the  liberties  of  North  America, 
Avith  Dumouriez  for  those  of  France,  and  Avho, 
some  years  before,  had  headed  an  expedition 
that  failed  to  Avin  the  liberation  of  his  native 
land.  He  Avas  made  General-in-chief  of  the 
armies  of  the  neAv  republic.  On  the  5th  of  J uly, 
1811,  Venezuela  was  declared  free  and  inde- 
pendent. With  pomp  and  fond  rejoicing  the 
Creoles  celebrated  the  birth  of  a  ncAv  nation, 
and  again  their  example  Avas  imitated  by  the 
states  on  the  Avestern  coast  and  at  the  mouth 
of  the  River  de  la  Plata.  All  Spanish  America 
Avas  noAV  free.  The  genius  of  Bolivar  and  his 
young  associates  had  aAA'akened  an  impulse  in 
all  the  Creole  population  ;  the  yoke  of  the  fierce 
and  cruel  Spaniards  Avas  throAvn  off  Avith  gen- 
eral joy ;  the  dusky  Indians,  the  apathetic  Llan- 
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eros  of  the  plains,  united  with  the  people  of  the 
cities  in  defying  the  arms  of  Spain. 

Caracas,  the  central  source  of  South  Ameri- 
can freedom,  stands  on  an  elevation  several 
thousand  feet  high,  in  a  climate  resembling  a 
perpetual  spring.  The  tropical  heat  is  tem- 
pered by  the  upland  winds ;  the  tropical  fruits 
and  flowers  surround  it  with  a  rare  delight. 
Below  spreads  a  boundless  plain,  along  the  riv- 
er Guayra,  rich  with  plantations  and  covered 
with  tlie  villas  of  the  Avealthy  Creoles.  In  1810 
the  city  contained  a  population  of  nearly  fifty 
thousand.  Its  streets  were  broad  and  straight ; 
its  houses  often  magnificent ;  its  grand  cathe- 
drals and  churches,  adorned  by  the  profuse 
piety  of  generations  of  worshipers,  were  rich  in 
gems  and  gold,  in  gilded  images  and  works  of 
art.  Here,  in  the  splendid  city,  the  young  Cre- 
oles founded  their  republic,  and  felt  that  they 
were  sustained  by  the  general  sympathy  of  the 
people.  The  women  gave  their  jewels  and  their 
prayers  to  the  popular  cause  ;  the  colored  races, 
of  various  shades,  rejoiced  in  a  new  freedom ; 
and  all  South  America  looked  to  Caracas  for 
instruction  and  hope.  Still,  however,  the  pa- 
triots were  surrounded  by  many  dangers.  They 
had  carried  through  their  revolution  against  the 
bitter  opposition  of  the  Romish  clergy.  Bish- 
ops and  priests,  monks  and  nuns,  had  never 
ceased  to  denounce  as  impious  and  accursed 
that  gifted  association  which  had  thrown  off  its 
allegiance  to  Ferdinand  VII.,  was  guilty  of 
reading  heretical  books,  and  was  filled  with 
heretical  ideas.  The  dull  priests  were  shocked 
at  the  dreadful  innovation,  and  all  their  almost 
boundless  influence  was  employed  on  the  side 
of  Spain.  But  the  hatred  of  the  Spaniards  had 
proved  a  stronger  impulse  than  even  the  blind- 
est of  superstitions ;  the  Creoles  defied  the 
priests  and  gained  the  good-will  of  the  people. 
Yet  the  priests  had  followed  them  with  fierce 
denunciations,  and  foretold  that  the  vengeance 
of  Heaven  would  fall  upon  the  daring  reformers. 
Suddenly,  when  only  eight  months  of  joyous 
freedom  had  rolled  away,  these  predictions 
seemed  signally  fulfilled.  An  earthquake,  the 
most  terrible  it  had  ever  known,  fell  upon  Car- 
acas. The  ground  rolled  in  huge  waves,  a 
roar  Avas  heard  as  of  countless  cannon,  and  the 
magnificent  city  was  leveled  in  a  moment  to 
the  earth.  The  people,  who  were  celebrating 
a  festival  in  the  churches,  were  crushed  to  death 
amidst  their  ruins.  Palaces  and  warehouses 
fell  upon  their  inmates  and  destroyed  them. 
A  fine  patriot  regiment  of  eight  hundred  men 
perished  in  the  dreadful  disaster.  Twelve  thou- 
sand dead  lay  beneath  the  ruins  ;  and  scarcely 
had  the  first  horrors  of  the  earthquake  passed 
away  when  the  loud  voices  of  the  Prior  of  the 
Dominicans  and  of  Padre  Garcia  were  heard 
proclaiming  to  the  ft^llen  city,  over  its  smoking 
waste,  that  its  horrible  doom  was  only  the  just 
judgment  of  Heaven  upon  the  unpardonable 
crime  of  revolution.  Patriotism  died  out  be- 
fore the  denunciations  of  the  priests.  Supersti- 
tion resumed  its  ascendency,  and  the  creole 


patriots  were  looked  upon  by  their  fellow-citi- 
zens as  the  cause  of  all  their  woes.  Caracas, 
so  lately  the  pride  of  all  Latin  America,  the 
birth-place  of  its  freedom,  was  now  pointed  at 
as  a  warning  to  those  who  defied  the  teachings 
of  the  Church,  the  divine  authority  of  the  King. 

With  the  destruction  of  its  capital  and  its 
chief  cities  the  republic  fell.  Monteverde,  a 
coarse  and  cruel  Spanish  soldier,  led  his  army 
from  Coro  and  the  sea  into  the  heart  of  Ven- 
ezuela, and  ravaged  the  country  with  terrible 
atrocities.  Bolivar,  who  was  in  command  at 
Porto  Cabello,  lost  his  important  post  through 
treachery  or  inexperience  ;  and  Miranda,  who 
had  marched  against  the  Spaniards,  was  utterly 
defeated.  Monteverde  advanced  upon  Caracas, 
and  the  Creoles  were  forced  to  yield  once  more 
to  the  hated  Spaniards.  A  treaty  was  agreed 
upon,  by  which  they  promised  allegiance  to 
Ferdinand  VII.  on  the  condition  that  their  lib- 
erties and  rights  should  be  respected,  and  in 
August,  1812,  Monteverde  led  his  troops  into 
desolate  Caracas,  and  the  last  trace  of  freedom 
expired  in  Venezuela.  Miranda  was  seized  and 
delivered  up  to  the  Spaniards,  and  died  several 
years  afterward  a  prisoner  at  Cadiz.  Bolivar 
was  instrumental  in  his  arrest,  and,  if  this  sin- 
gular tmnsaction  may  not  yet  be  explained,  it 
must  ever  leave  a  cloud  upon  the  reputation  of 
the  liberator.  Meantime,  the  Spanish  rule 
proved  one  of  terrible  severity ;  all  Venezuela 
groaned  under  new  taxes ;  the  Creoles  were 
once  more  objects  of  suspicion  and  contempt ; 
and  the  fierce  Spaniards  filled  the  conquered 
country  with  murders,  riot,  and  disorder. 

At  this  moment  the  heroic  element  in  Boli- 
var's nature  gained  the  mastery,  and  through 
sorrows,  labors,  and  endless  strife  he  became 
the  liberator  of  Caracas  and  of  South  America. 
He  might  have  lived  the  richest,  the  most  pow- 
erful of  the  Creole  caste,  had  he  chosen  to  sub- 
mit to  the  Spaniards ;  he  might  have  passed  in 
splendid  luxury  those  long  years  which  he  gave 
to  patriotic  toil ;  he  might  have  won  the  highest 
favors  of  his  king  and  of  the  Spanish  courtiers, 
had  he  consented  to  become  their  slave.  He 
preferred,  instead,  the  favor  of  his  countrymen, 
with  exile,  penury,  and  the  prospect  of  death. 
He  gave  the  remaining  years  of  his  life  to  South 
America  and  to  freedom.  He  left  his  rich  plant- 
ations by  the  Guayra,  his  fair  villas,  his  wide  pos- 
sessions, his  native  city,  and  fled  an  impover- 
ished exile  to  foreign  lands.  Here  his  mind  ever 
revolved  plans  for  the  liberation  of  his  country. 
Often  defeated,  he  never  lost  hope.  With  a  busy 
persistence  scarcely  equaled  by  a  Washington  or 
a  Cromwell,  he  came  back  after  every  repulse  to 
renew  his  effort.  He  made  desperate  forays 
into  the  midst  of  his  foes,  when  every  other  plan 
seemed  hopeless ;  he  roused  the  ardor  of  the 
Creole  population  by  his  incessant  appeals,  by 
his  heroic  example ;  in  the  darkest  hour  he 
never  ceased  to  assert  that  South  America 
would  yet  be  free.  On  his  single  arm  rested 
for  many  years  the  destiny  of  half  a  continent ; 
and  it  is  possible  that  had  Bolivar  fallen  in  his 
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generous  strife  the  flag  of  Spain  might  still  have 
waved  over  the  shores  of  the  Caribbean  Sea, 
and  the  Creoles  have  shared  the  doom  of  their 
brethren  in  hapless  Cuba. 

We  can  not  claim  for  Bolivar,  with  his  na- 
tive biographer,  a  spotless  fame,^  He  was  not 
one  of  those  whose  reason  sits  supreme  over 
their  passions,  and  who  fulfill  the  Platonic  con- 
ception of  a  well-governed  frame.  He  was 
scarcely  a  Titus  in  clemency,  a  Marcus  Au- 
relius  in  stoical  virtue,  a  Ciesar  in  eloquence 
or  military  skill.  His  countrymen  are  fond  of 
comparing  him  to  the  earlier  heroes  of  the 
Latin  race,  and,  with  a  natural  satisfaction,  de- 
light to  discover  in  their  beloved  liberator  ev- 
ery trait  of  the  heroic  that  made  illustrious 
the  annals  of  their  ancestors  when  Latium 
ruled  over  Europe,  and  when  their  melodious 
tongue  was  the  common  language  of  literature 
and  of  civilization.  But  it  must  be  confessed 
that  Bolivar  was  often  the  slave  of  inferior  im- 
pulses ;  that  he  was  vain,  ambitious  of  personal 
supremacy,  boastful,  licentious,  sometimes  cru- 
el;^ and  his  real  greatness  lies  in  the  fact  that 
he  fought  with  unfailing  ardor  and  success  in 
a  good  cause.  In  this  respect  he  excels  the 
chief  of  the  Latin  heroes.  He  was  a  patriot 
rather  than  a  Cassar ;  he  fought  to  liberate, 
not  to  enslave.  His  genius  rose  with  difficul- 
ties ;  his  powers  were  matured  in  trials ;  he 
showered  with  bountiful  hand  the  blessings  of 
freedom  upon  millions  of  the  Latin  race.  With 
such  a  success  Cajsar  had  nothing  to  compare  ; 
Napoleon  no  achievement  worthy  of  equal  men- 
tion. 

In  1813  Bolivar  escaped  from  Caracas.  With 
his  cousin  Ribas  he  went  to  Carthagena,  in 
New  Granada,  which  was  still  free.  Here  he 
planned  the  first  of  those  remarkable  expedi- 
tions, so  varied  in  their  results,  with  which  he 
kept  alive  the  dying  embers  of  revolt.  He 
gPtthered  around  him  a  few  hundred  exiles  or 
recruits,  and  although  deserted  by  the  troops 
of  New  Granada  under  Castillo,  resolved  to 
throw  himself  in  the  midst  of  his  foes.  His 
romantic  daring  was  followed  by  a  wonderful 
success.  His  little  army  swept  victoriously 
over  the  wild  country  from  Carthagena  to  San 
Cristobal ;  he  issued  bold  proclamations  call- 
ing upon  his  countrymen  to  rise  ;  and  as  he  ad- 
vanced rapidly  from  city  to  city  the  people 
flocked  around  him,  and  he  was  soon  at  the 
head  of  nearly  three  thousand  men.  Monte- 
verde,  the  Spanish  leader,  advanced  to  meet 
him,  but  was  beaten  by  the  gallant  Ribas  in  a 
decisive  battle,  and  on  the  6th  of  August, 
1813,  Bolivar,  victorious  over  all  his  foes,  once 
more  entered  Caracas.  A  boundless  joy  filled 
the  ruined  city  as  its  deliverer  passed  through 
its  melancholy  waste.  The  terrors  of  the  earth- 
quake were  forgotten  in  the  glad  triumph  of 

1  Vida,  i,  p.  2.  En  virtudes  y  habilidades  de  su  per- 
sona, uno  de  los  hombres  mas  cumplidos  que  el  raun- 
do  ha  conocido. 

2  Holstein's  severe  picture  of  Bolivar's  morals  is 
plainly  false. 


freedom.  With  their  usual  fondness  for  pro- 
cessions and  pompous  shows,  the  citizens  of 
Caracas  gave  their  hero  a  touching  ovation. 
He  was  led  through  the  principal  streets  amidst 
a  vast  and  rejoicing  throng.  The  peal  of 
bells,  the  roar  of  cannon,  the  cry  of  ten  thou- 
sand voices  resounded  where  lately  had  been 
heard  the  appalling  note  of  the  earthquake.  His 
path  was  strewn  with  the  rarest  flowers  of  the 
tropics.  Before  him  walked  a  chosen  band  of 
the  fairest  maidens  of  Caracas,  clothed  in  white, 
the  dark-eyed,  impulsive  daughters  of  the  patri- 
ot chiefs ;  and  their  spotless  robes  were  only 
distinguished  by  the  brilliant  colors  of  the  new 
nation.  Around  him  was  seen  a  pale  and 
emaciated  throng  of  prisoners,  just  escaped 
from  the  noisome  dungeons  of  the  Spaniards, 
and  that  gallant  band  of  various  hues  who  had 
followed  his  standard  to  victory. 

Bolivar  now  assumed  the  titles  of  Dictator 
and  Liberator,  and  ruled  with  a  despotic  pow- 
er. Yet  his  conduct  was  marked  by  a  rare 
clemency,  and  neither  priest  nor  Spaniard  was 
punished  for  his  political  crimes.  In  Eastern 
Venezuela,  meantime,  a  young  student,  Ma- 
rino, had  roused  the  people  to  revolt,  and  had 
assumed  a  dictatorship  over  Cumana,  and  the 
two  dictators  ruled  in  perfect  harmony.  Once 
more  liberty  seemed  assured  ;  but  once  more  it 
was  destined  to  have  a  sudden  fi\ll.  Spain  sent 
over  fresh  troops  into  the  unhappy  province, 
and  Boves,  a  fierce  Castilian,  led  them  with 
skillful  and  dreadful  vigor.  This  famous  roy- 
alist chief  had  been  a  smuggler,  a  convict,  and 
a  peddler.  He  joined  the  army,  and  soon 
raised  among  the  native  population  a  wild  and 
ferocious  band  who  were  known  as  the  Infer- 
nal Legion.  With  black  flags  floating  from 
their  lances  the  savage  cavalry  swept  over  the 
fairest  regions  of  Venezuela,  plundered  and 
burned  the  homes  of  the  wealthy  planters,  mas- 
sacred men,  women,  and  children,  and  shot 
their  prisoners  on  the  field  of  battle.  The  war 
between  the  Spaniards  and  the  natives  now  as- 
sumed a  dreadful  aspect.  Bolivar  threatened 
retaliation,  and  when  Boves  persisted  in  his 
murders,  put  to  death  eight  hundred  innocent 
Spaniards — merchants,  citizens,  or  soldiers — 
who  had  fallen  into  his  power.  But  his  troops 
were  every  where  defeated  by  the  infernal  le- 
gions of  his  foes,  and  the  two  dictators.  Bolivar 
and  Marino,  fled  beaten  from  their  fallen  cities. 
Caracas  again  yielded  to  the  Spaniards,  and 
the  streets  that  had  lately  rung  with  the  shouts 
of  freemen  were  dyed  with  the  blood  of  the 
Creoles. 

It  was  the  darkest  period  of  South  American 
history.  The  wars  in  Europe  had  ceased  with 
Waterloo,  and  Ferdinand  VII.  sat  securely  on 
the  throne  of  Spain.  All  the  vices  and  all  the 
follies  of  the  old  dynasty  had  been  revived  in 
the  court  of  Madrid.  The  Inquisition  was  re- 
newed, the  Jesuits  returned,  and  the  doctrine 
of  passive  obedience  to  Church  and  King  was  in- 
culcated among  the  murmuring  people.  Fer- 
dinand had  resolved  never  to  grant  freedom  to 
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South  America ;  and  now,  guided  by  the  coun- 
sels of  a  swarm  of  monks  and  priests  who  sur- 
rounded his  throne,  he  prepared  to  begin  a  war 
of  extermination  that  should  leave  ho  patriot 
alive  from  Cuba  to  the  cliffs  of  Patagonia.  An 
army  of  ten  thousand  men  was  raised  in  Spain, 
enfeebled  by  generations  of  miserable  kings  and 
savage  priests,  and  almost  the  last  blood  and 
treasure  of  the  unhappy  peninsula  were  expend- 
ed in  the  crusade  against  America.  It  was 
placed  under  the  command  of  Morillo,  a  bold 
and  pitiless  soldier.  The  Spaniards — children 
of  the  Inquisition  and  the  Church  —  executed 
their  barbarous  mission  with  success.  The  great 
and  powerful  province  of  New  Granada  was 
subdued ;  and  every  patriot  of  any  eminence 
was  massacred  without  a  trial.  The  Spanish 
general  sent  word  to  his  king  that  he  had  ex- 
tirpated every  trace  of  rebellion.  Morillo 
marched  over  Venezuela,  and  placed  garrisons 
in  all  its  cities.  Caracas,  once  the  home  of 
freemen,  became  the  centre  of  the  Spanish 
rule ;  Peru  and  Chili,  Buenos  Ayres  and  the 
South,  were  threatened  or  subdued,  and  in  the 
year  1816  all  South  America  was  blighted  by  a 
tyranny  the  most  dreadful  known  to  history. 
"Whole  families  were  massacred  at  once ;  wo- 
men and  children  were  the  peculiar  objects  of 
vengeance ;  no  prisoner  was  spared  ;  and  when 
Bolivar  made  his  way  into  Venezuela,  he  found 
his  path  strewn  with  the  dead  bodies  of  unhap- 
py captives,  whom  the  Spanish  generals  had 
shot  down  and  purposely  left  in  his  way. 

Nothing,  indeed,  is  more  execrable  in  his- 
tory than  the  savage  ferocity  of  the  Spaniards 
toward  their  American  subjects ;  the  cruelties 
of  the  Spanish  kings  and  the  Spanish  priests 
have  made  the  name  of  Spain  a  reproach  to 
European  civilization ;  while  other  races,  soft- 
ened by  a  humane  progress,  have  striven  to  de- 
prive warfare  of  all  needless  horrors,  the  Span- 
iards in  Mexico,  in  South  America,  or  in  Cuba, 
have  revived  the  barbaric  practice  of  a  war  of 
extermination.  The  kings  and  the  priests  of 
Spain  have  corrupted  the  instincts  of  a  gallant 
people,  and  the  barbarities  of  the  Inquisition 
have  made  the  nation  familiar  with  atrocious 
deeds.  It  was  against  the  cruelty  of  Spain  that 
Raleigh  contended  with  pen  and  sword  ;  the 
barbarity  of  Alva  aroused  the  Netherlands  to 
revolt.  The  very  literature  of  Spain,  in  its 
classic  prime,  is  instinct  with  the  spirit  of  the  In- 
quisition. Murder,  assassination,  the  burning 
of  heretics,  and  a  boundless  licentiousness  are 
the  favorite  elements  of  the  best  plots  of  Lope  de 
Vega.  His  most  interesting  heroes  are  assas- 
sins, robbers,  and  seducers ;  his  Conquest  of 
Arauco  conducts  its  noble  hero  to  the  stake. 
Calderon  is  the  poet  of  the  Inquisition,  and  in- 
culcates a  ferocious  intolerance ;  and  even  the 
higher  genius  of  Cervantes  shows  no  tenderness 
for  the  heretic.  For  the  rebel  and  the  repub- 
lican in  South  America  the  Spanish  court  had 
decreed  instant  death.  The  highest  and  most 
renowned  of  the  patriot  chiefs  met  with  no  bet- 
ter treatment  than  the  poor  Indian  or  the  wild 


Llanero.  The  Spaniards  began  an  inexpiable 
war.  Bolivar  in  vain  attempted  to  soften  the 
savage  natures  of  the  invaders,  restored  his 
prisoners,  and  asked  for  an  exchange.  They 
replied  by  shooting  mercilessly  many  of  his  best 
officers  whom  they  had  taken  captive,  and  he 
was  forced  to  retaliate.  Yet  it  may,  perhaps, 
become  an  important  question  for  modern  na- 
tions to  determine  whether  the  Spanish  habit 
of  cruelty  should  not  be  restrained  by  a  general 
protest;  and  whether  the  republicans  of  Cuba 
or  of  Spain,  a  Cespedes  or  a  Castelar,  do  not 
merit  the  protection  of  a  humane  system  of  in- 
ternational law. 

But  for  the  republicans  of  South  America 
none  of  the  great  powers  ventured  to  interfere. 
To  the  despotic  and  reactionary  governments 
of  Europe  the  very  name  of  revolution  was  odi- 
ous ;  and  the  United  States,  the  model  and  the 
guide  of  the  South  American  patriots,  were 
satisfied  with  a  cold  neutrality.  One  friend 
alone  the  Latin  races  still  possessed  ;  one  gen- 
erous heart  still  grieved  for  the  sorrows  of  his 
country.  Bolivar  was  now  an  impoverished 
and  apparently  powerless  exile.  He  had  lost 
his  great  estates,  his  high  position,  yet  his 
name  was  already  renowned  from  Carthagena 
to  Buenos  Ayres  as  the  hero  of  South  America. 
He  had  been  defeated  in  a  series  of  brave  but 
useless  attempts  to  shake  the  Spanish  suprem- 
acy ;  he  had  been  always  unfortunate  ;  but  his 
countrymen  still  turned  with  hope  to  that  un- 
flinching intellect  that  in  its  deepest  humiliation 
had  never  despaired  of  victory.  At  length, 
aided  by  Brion,  a  Dutch  merchant  of  Cura9oa, 
Bolivar  prepared  a  last  expedition,  and,  provided 
with  a  small  fleet,  penetrated  to  the  great  river 
Orinoco  and  seized  the  city  of  Angostura.  He 
had  once  more  thrown  himself  with  desperate 
valor  into  the  centre  of  the  Spanish  province. 

The  scene  of  Bolivar's  last  invasion  was  a 
wild  and  terrible  solitude.  Around  the  mouth 
of  the  vast  river  the  primeval  forests  hung  over 
the  turbid  waters  ;^  the  dark  green  of  the  moss- 
grown  woods  was  enlivened  by  the  glitter  of 
countless  parrots,  and  macaws  of  flaming  crim- 
son, and  endless  troops  of  red  monkeys,  whose 
wild  cries  filled  the  forest  with  clamor.  From 
the  branches  of  the  trees  along  the  shore  poison- 
ous snakes  hung  over  the  voyagers,  and  some- 
times dropped  upon  their  heads.  The  river 
was  filled  with  enormous  alligators,  who,  having 
tasted  human  blood,  watched  eagerly  for  their 
prey.  A  luckless  patriot  who  had  lingered  be- 
hind his  companions  attempted  to  SAvim  his 
horse  across  the  stream.  He  was  pursued  by 
a  huge  cayman  or  alligator  who  haunted  that 
part  of  the  river.  The  soldier  threw  his  saddle 
into  the  water,  hoping  to  engage  the  attention 
of  his  enemy  until  he  could  escape.  The  cay- 
man seized  it  and  sank,  but  soon  reafTpeared 
directly  before  the  rider.  The  terrified  horse 
now  reared  and  threw  the  soldier  into  the  stream. 
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He  was.  however,  a  good  swimmer,  and  diving 
deep  in  the  river,  had  nearly  reached  the  shore  ;  , 
but  his  pursuer  soon  followed,  seized  him  bv  j 
the  middle,  and  carried  him  away  to  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  stream.  There  he  slowly  de- 
voured his  prey  upon  the  beach,  while  the  sol- 
diers looked  on  helpless  from  the  distant  shore. 
But  the  savage  cruelty  of  the  Spaniards  was 
more  terrible  to  the  patriots  than  even  the 
fiercest  tenants  of  the  river.  As  they  advanced 
they  saw  on  every  side  deserted  towns  whose 
whole  population  had  been  massacred,  and  fine 
plantations  ravaged  and  destroyed.  A  dread- 
ful solitude  hung  over  them :  they  seemed 
pressing  on  into  the  realm  of  death. 

Bolivar  now  fixed  his  head-quarters  at  An- 
gostura. He  was  joined  by  large  bodies  of 
LLaneros,  the  wild  inhabitants  of  the  boundless 
plains  that  spread  around  the  Orinoco ;  and  by 
several  battalions  of  foreign  soldiers,  chiefly 
English,  who  had  been  practiced  in  the  Napo- 
leonic wars.  Morillo,  the  Spanish  commander,  • 
retreated  before  him,  and  he  incautiously  pur- 
sued. ^\'hen  he  reached  the  hill  country  the 
Spaniard  turned  upon  him  and  cut  his  army  to 
pieces.  Bolivar  fled  across  the  Orinoco.  His 
cause  seemed  lost ;  he  might  well  have  aban- 
doned South  America  in  despair.  But  his  fer- 
tile genius,  in  the  midst  of  his  distresses,  now 
conceived  a  new  and  daring  plan.  He  resolved 
to  lead  his  disheanened  army  across  the  Andes 
into  New  Granada,  and  there  attack  the  Span- 
iards in  the  centre  of  their  power. 

It  was  the  South  American  winter,  and  to  cross 
the  Andes  at  that  inclement  season  was  an  ex- 
ploit that  even  Hannibal  might  have  hesitated 
to  attempt.^  The  broad  plain  stretching  from 
the  Orinoco  to  the  mountains  was  covered  with 
water;  the  passes  of  the  Andes  were  clad  in 
ice  and  snow,  and  even  the  most  experienced 
mountaineer  shrank  with  alarm  from  the  thought 
of  climbing  the  slippery  heights  at  a  time  when 
every  precipice  and  every  ravine  was  invested 
with  double  horrors.  But  Bolivar,  sanguine 
and  heroic,  led  on  the  patriot  army.  For  many 
days  they  waded  through  a  perpetual  swamp, 
sometimes  sinking  in  deep  lagoons,  and  often 
stopped  by  almost  impassable  streams.  The 
water  was  filled  with  the  countless  reptiles  of  a 
tropic  climate,  and  one  of  their  chief  annoy- 
ances was  a  myriad  of  small  fishes,  with  shark- 
like jaws,  that  fastened  upon  the  unprotected 
limbs  of  the  soldiers.  After  the  day's  march 
they  were  fortunate  if  they  could  find  a  dry 
piece  of  grotmd  to  sleep  upon,  where  ther  were 
surrounded  by  poisonous  snakes  and  venomous 
reptiles.  The  English  legion,  which  formed  a 
part  of  the  small  army,  sank  under  tropical  fe- 
vers :  the  native  soldiers  murmured  :  but  Boli- 
var, always  heroic,  cheered  on  his  gallant  com- 
panions. At  length  they  ascended  the  first 
hiUs,  and  felt  the  sharp  blasts  from  the  wintry 
mountains.     Before  them  stood  the  ice-clad 
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peaks  of  the  Andes,  rising  far  above  the  regions 
of  perpetual  snow.  Fierce  torrents  interrupted 
their  path ;  and  often  Bolivar  was  seen  swim- 
ming his  horse  over  the  icy  current,  and  carry- 
ing behind  him  women  and  children  who  were 
returning  with  the  army  to  their  homes  in  New 
Granada,  They  passed  deep  rapines  on  bridges 
of  frail  basket-work  that  were  worn  and  decav- 
ed  with  travel,  and  pressed  up  declivitous  paths, 
slippery  with  ice,  where  on  either  side  yawned 
an  unfathomable  abyss.  On  a  dreadful  night 
the  decimated  army  reached  the  summit  of  the 
pass,  and  sank  down,  incapable  of  further  ad- 
vance. Without  fire  or  tents,  the  officers  and 
men  crouched  close  to  each  other  under  the  icy 
sky.  and  slept  or  froze  on  the  bleak  mountain 
top.  Many  died  in  that  single  night.  Of  a 
battalion  of  English  nearly  one-half  had  already 
perished.  It  seems  wonderful  indeed  that  any 
human  being  could  survive  the  famous  march 
over  the  Andes. 

Bolivar  descended  rapidly,  hoping  to  surprise 
the  enemy :  but  the  Spanish  commander  in  New 
Granada  had  discovered  his  approach,  and  ad- 
vanced to  destroy  him  before  his  troops  had 
gained  a  necessary  repose.  The  Spaniards 
were  well-armed,  vigorous,  and  confident ;  the 
patriots  feeble,  sickly,  and  faint  with  hunger 
and  cold.  But  they  were  inspired  by  a  fierce 
spirit  of  freedom,  a  wild  eagerness  for  revenge. 
They  flung  themselves  on  their  foes  with  sword 
and  bayonet,  and  defeated  them  with  unspar- 
ing slaughter.  The  country  rose  in  revolt,  and 
all  New  Granada  welcomed  its  liberator,  and  at 
his  summons  threw  ofi^the  Spanish  yoke.  Boli- 
var's meagre  army  was  soon  enlarged  to  a  con- 
siderable number.  He  pursued  the  Spaniards 
with  his  usual  rapidity,  and  forced  them  to  a 
decisive  battle.  Their  commander,  Barreira, 
confident  of  victory,  awaited  the  attack  of  the 
toil-worn  patriots,  his  excellent  infantry  drawn 
up  in  maniiJ  order  before  the  bridge  of  Boya- 
ca.  A  single  charge  decided  the  contest  (1819), 
and  the  fate  of  South  America.  Bolivar's  wild 
and  haggard  band  drove  the  Spaniards  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet,  and  revenged  the  sufi'er- 
ings  of  their  country  by  a  barbarous  cruelty. 
Barreira  and  his  oflScers  were  shot,  and  New 
Granada,  which  had  seen  its  most  eminent  and 
gifted  sons  die  by  the  executioner's  hand,  now 
exulted  in  a  dreadful  retribution.^ 

A  touching  story  is  related  of  two  lovers  of 
Bogota,  the  capital  of  New  Granada.  Dona 
Apolinaria  was  one  of  the  fairest  and  most  ac- 
complished of  the  maidens  of  her  native  city. 
Her  family  were  wealthy,  and  she  had  been  ed- 
ucated with  singular  care.  She  played  upon 
the  guitar  with  grace,  sang  the  melodious  stan- 
zas of  her  native  poets,  and  charmed  the  intel- 
ligent and  the  gay  by  her  lively  conversation. 
She  was  already  betrothed  to  a  worthy  lover, 
and  their  marriage  was  not  long  to  be  post- 
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poned.  But  a  higher  passion  stirred  the  intel- 
lect of  the  accomplished  girl,  and  she  entered 
with  singular  ardor  into  a  plan  for  liberating 
her  native  country.  She  formed  a  correspond- 
ence with  Bolivar,  who  was  now  advancing  to- 
ward the  city,  sent  him  by  secret  messengers  an 
exact  account  of  the  numbers  and  designs  of 
the  Spanish  garrison,  and  for  a  long  time  con- 
trived to  escape  detection.  Her  engaging  man- 
ners, her  music,  and  her  conversation  drew  to 
her  evening  entertainments  a  throng  of  the 
young  Spanish  officers,  and  from  them  she  ob- 
tained by  her  casual  questions  the  numbers  of 
their  various  regiments  and  many  particulars  of 
their  future  plans.  They  little  suspected  that 
their  beautiful  entertainer  was  the  agent  of  a 
powerful  conspiracy  that  was  preparing  the  way 
for  the  triumph  of  the  hated  Bolivar. 

Zamano,  the  Spanish  governor  of  the  city, 
was  one  of  the  most  bigoted  and  cruel  of  his 
race.  He  was  wholly  ruled  by  the  priests,  and 
Avore  the  habit  of  a  Capuchin.  His  cruelty 
filled  Bogota  with  terror,  and  eveiw  one  who 
was  even  suspected  of  favoring  the  popular 
cause  was  led  out  to  instant  death.  In  the 
chief  square  of  the  beautiful  city  he  had  erected 
a  gallows  that  was  seldom  idle,  and  in  the  fair- 
est walk  of  the  Alameda,  or  public  garden, 
among  whose  groves  and  beds  of  flowers  the 
happy  people  of  Bogota  had  been  accustomed 
to  pass  their  summer  evenings  to  the  sound 
of  the  guitar  or  engaged  in  lively  conversation, 
their  tyrant  had  placed  a  row  of  seats  on  which 
the  condemned  were  fastened  and  shot.  Here 
Dona  Apolinaria  had  often  wandered  with  her 
lover,  and  it  was  here  they  were  destined  to  be 
united  in  a  dreadful  doom.  Unhappily  one  of 
her  messengers,  charged  with  a  letter  to  Boli- 
var, was  seized,  and  being  carried  before  the 
governor,  revealed  the  name  of  his  mistress. 
The  letter  was  read,  the  young  girl  and  her 
lover  arrested,  and  both  would  have  been  in- 
stantly executed  had  not  Zamano  hoped  to  win 
from  their  terror  a  full  revelation  of  the  names 
of  all  the  conspirators.  They  remained  in  pris- 
on for  twelve  hours,  and  every  means  was  em- 
ployed to  induce  the  Dona  to  betray  her  asso- 
ciates. A  monk  was  sent  to  her  who  threat- 
ened her  with  eternal  punishment  in  the  next 
world  unless  she  would  confess  all  to  him.  She 
was  offered  great  rewards,  and  the  life  of  her 
lover  as  well  as  her  own,  if  she  would  relent ; 
but  she  firmly  refused  to  betray  her  fellow-pa- 
triots. 

The  lovers  were  led  out  the  next  day,  bound 
closely  together,  and  forced  to  sit  down  in  the 
fatal  seats.  A  line  of  troops  stood  before  them, 
prepared  to  fire,  when  a  last  eftbrt  was  made 
by  the  monk  to  prevail  upon  her  to  confess.  She 
was  offered  once  more  a  full  pardon.  But  the 
terror  of  death,  the  hope  of  future  bliss,  the 
peril  of  her  beloved,  could  not  shake  her  rare 
constancy.  She  said  she  scorned  to  save  her 
life  at  the  cost  of  her  friends,  but  that  Bolivar 
was  now  fast  approaching,  and  all  would  soon 
be  known.   When  she  saw  her  betrothed  about 


j  to  speak,  perhaps  to  save  their  lives,  she  im- 
plored him  if  he  had  ever  loved  her  to  grant 
I  her  last  request,  and  show  by  his  courage  in 
.  death  that  he  was  worthy  of  her  choice.  The 
1  friar  turned  away ;  the  soldiers  jjrepared  to 
i  fire ;  and  then,  perhaps  moved  by  a  sudden 
j  terror,  she  exclaimed:  "Have  you  the  heart, 
butchers,  to  kill  a  woman?"    She  immediately 
j  covered  her  face  with  her  mantle,  and  as  she 
;  drew  it  aside,  on  her  inner  dress  M  as  seen,  em- 
broidered in  gold,  '■'Viva  la  Patrla.'^  Zamano 
gave  a  signal  from  the  balcony  of  his  palace, 
the  soldiers  fired,  and  the  lovers  fell  dead  in 
;  the  same  instant. 

!     Nothing,  in  fact,  was  ever  less  chivalric  than 
the  conduct  of  the  Spaniards 'toward  the  wo- 
men of  America.    Proclaiming  themselves  the 
I  inheritors  of  the  highest  knightly  grace,  they 
I  surpassed  the  heroes  of  the  Middle  Ages  in 
i  brutality  and  crime.    It  may  be  hoped  that 
I  time  has  softened  their  barbarism,  and  that  the 
,  tragedy  of  the  lovers  of  Bogota  will  not  be  re- 
peated in  Havana  or  Principe, 
j     The  famous  march  over  the  Andes,  the  vic- 
tory of  Boyaca,  raised  Bolivar  at  once  to  the 
height  of  renown.    But  a  few  months  before, 
I  he  had  been  looked  upon  as  a  hopeless  adven- 
I  turer.     He  had  known  only  a  succession  of 
(  misfortunes.     His  fair  and  prosperous  youth 
had  been  exchanged  for  a  manhood  of  cease- 
less disaster.    His  form  was  bent  with  prema- 
ture age ;  his  hair  and  beard  were  gray  and 
matted  :  his  eyes  had  lost  their  lustre  :  his  man- 
ly strength  had  sunk  beneath  poverty,  exile, 
j  disappointment,  and  disease ;  and  English  ofii- 
,  cers  who  had  watched  the  patriot  chief  as  he 
I  struggled  amidst  the  swamps  of  the  Orinoco,  or 
fled  beaten  before  the  splendid  regiments  of 
Morillo,  pronounced  his  schemes  mere  madness, 
and  himself  a  vain  and  feeble  pretender,  cow- 
ardly or  imbecile.^    In  a  moment  he  had  re- 
futed every  calumny,  and  descended  from  the 
Andes  the  Hannibal  of  South  America.  Vic- 
tory followed  him  every  where  ;  the  great  city 
of  Bogota,  deserted  by  the  Spaniards,  received 
him  with  fond  acclamations,  and  his  adventur- 
ous soldiers  soon  carried  the  standard  of  free- 
dom from  the  miountains  to  the  shores  of  the 
Pacific.    But  Bolivar  meantime  had  kept  his 
eyes  ever  fixed  upon  his  native  land,  and  amidst, 
the  pinnacles  of  the  Andes  had  fought  for  the 
liberation  of  Caracas.    He  descended  with  a 
large  and  enthusiastic  army  into  the  plains  of 
Venezuela,  and  called  upon  his  countrymen  to 
rise.     The  Creole  and  the  Indian  once  more 
^  obeyed  his  summons.    We  pass  briefly  over 
i  the  desultory  warfare.     The  Spaniards  found 
themselves  hemmed  in  on  all  sides  by  implaca- 
ble foes.    At  length,  in  June,  1821,  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Carabobo,  the  patriot  forces  attacked  the 
well-trained  army  of  their  oppressors.  Boli- 
var commanded  in  person,  and,  aided  by  the 
courage  and  discipline  of  his  foreign  legion, 

^  Hippisley,  Expedition  to  Orinoco,  p.  82,  Ches- 
j  terton,  p.  130,  131.  Holstein  loads  him  with  coarse 
!  abuse. 
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gained  a  final  success.  The  Spaniards  fled, 
routed,  from  the  bayonets  of  the  patriots.  Car- 
acas again  received  its  heroic  deliverer  in  tri- 
umph ;  but  the  war  lingered  until  November, 
1 823,  when  the  fall  of  Porto  Cabello  completed 
the  destruction  of  the  Spanish  rule.  From 
Caracas  across  the  Andes  to  the  Pacific  Bolivar 
reigned  as  liberator  and  president  over  a  vast 
region,  filled  with  the  memories  of  his  heroism 
and  his  benefactions. 

He  wanted  few  of  the  elements  of  the  he- 
roic. He  was  singularly  patient.  In  moments 
of  inaction  his  pallid  countenance  wore  an  ex- 
pression of  sad  calmness  that  Avas  exchanged 
upon  the  battle-field  for  the  flush  of  exultation. 
His  hopes  were  grand,  his  expectations  bound- 
less ;  and  he  infused  in  all  his  race  an  ardent 
trust  in  the  future.  He  led  on  the  generations 
of  Latin  America  with  a  firm  and  ready  hand, 
and  in  their  boundless  confidence  his  country- 
men showered  upon  him  the  epithets  of  lib- 
erator, deliverer,  preserver,  benefactor.  He 
awakened  in  their  hearts  the  sublime  sentiment 
of  love,  and  was  followed  by  a  sincere  afl'ection, 
such  as  a  Caisar  or  a  Napoleon  never  won. 
The  flowers  strewn  in  his  path,  the  most  ex- 
travagant of  their  laudations,  were  the  sincere 
offerings  of  a  grateful  people.  He  was  the 
founder  of  states,  and  a  fertile  and  successful 
legislator.  He  formed  the  republic  of  Colom- 
bia by  the  union  of  Granada  and  Venezuela ; 
he  was  the  Solon  of  Bolivia  and  Peru  ;  his  laws 
were  always  liberal,  his  inculcations  ever  wise ; 
and  in  the  midst  of  his  ceaseless  labors  as  lib- 
erator and  conqueror  he  Avas  engaged  in  a 
grand  design  of  uniting  all  Spanish  America  in 
a  vast  republic,  that  should  reign  in  peace  from 
Mexico  to  the  Straits  of  Magellan. 

Driven  from  the  North,  the  Spaniards  still 
clung  with  fierce  obstinacy  to  their  possessions 
in  Peru.  There  their  large  army  was  con- 
stantly victorious,  and  the  unhappy  Peruvians, 
weighed  down  by  a  terrible  oppression,  sent  a 
deputation  to  Bolivar  (1823),  begging  him  to 
come  to  their  aid.  He  consented  with  alac- 
rity, and  led  his  gallant  Colombians  to  the  res- 
cue of  their  brothers  in  the  South.  Here  the 
superior  numbers  of  the  Spaniards  for  many 
months  kept  him  shut  up  in  a  small  sea-port 
on  the  coast,  while  through  all  the  interior  of 
'Peru  men,  women,  and  children  were  massa- 
cred by  their  cruel  tyrants.  Bolivar's  cause 
seemed  hopeless,  and  in  his  inaction  he  became 
an  object  of  derision  to  his  foes.  Men  once 
more  doubted  his  valor  and  his  skill ;  and  envy, 
which  had  been  aroused  by  his  former  triumphs, 
now  sought  to  wound  him  in  his  tenderest  re- 
gard. His  countrymen  in  Caracas  deprived  him 
of  his  supreme  military  command,  and  the  cruel 
slight  fell  upon  him  when  he  was  imperfectly 
recovered  from  a  severe  attack  of  fever.  He 
felt  the  censure  deeply ;  he  offered  to  resign 
his  pension  and  his  various  offices ;  yet,  with 
rare  persistence,  he  still  continued  to  prepare 
his  army  for  the  struggle  in  Peru. 

The  torrid  heats  of  January  or  December 


still  found  Bolivar  in  his  unhealthy  sea-port, 
surrounded  by  his  foes.  In  the  close  of  1823 
Peru  seemed  forever  lost.  The  Spaniards  ruled 
the  rich  country  with  iron  vigor,  and  levied  great 
contributions  on  Lima  and  Callao.  The  high- 
est officials  of  the  patriotic  government  made 
their  peace  with  Spain  and  swore  allegiance  to 
Ferdinand  VII. ;  the  country  was  pacified,  the 
revolutionists  divided,  the  Spanish  cavalry  drove 
the  patriot  armies,  routed,  from  the  field.  But 
as  the  winter  returned  and  the  chill  blasts  of 
July  swept  down  from  the  Andes,  Bolivar  sprang 
out  from  his  hiding-place  and  startled  the  Span- 
iards like  an  apparition.  With  seven  thousand 
patriot  soldiers  he  met  the  Spanish  army  of  nine 
thousand  on  the  grassy  pampa  of  Junin.  By 
his  side  were  his  brave  Colombians,  the  army 
of  liberation,  led  by  their  faithful  chiefs.  The 
scene  of  the  contest  between  the  oppressors  and 
the  oppressed  was  a  reedy  plain,  sown  with  la- 
goons and  covered  with  scattered  copses ;  above 
it  rose  the  majestic  pinnacles  of  the  Andes,  look- 
ing calmly  down  on  the  fierce  rage  of  the  battle- 
field ;  from  their  peaks  the  condor  watched  for 
his  certain  prey  and  scented  afar  the  coming 
carnage.  The  Spaniards,  confident  of  victory, 
fought  Avith  vigor,  the  patriots  with  despera- 
tion, for  they  knew  that  another  defeat  would 
erush  the  spirit  of  revolution.  Bolivar,  as  ever 
on  the  battle-field,  Avas  exultant  and  full  of 
hope.  Sucre,  his  bravest  and  best  officer, 
supported  him.  The  caAalry  of  the  tAvo  ar- 
mies made  incessant  charges  on  the  sloping 
plain,  or  fought  from  copse  to  copse;  the  pa- 
triot infantry  Avithstood  the  Spanish  foot ;  the 
Spaniards,  amazed,  retreated  Avith  loss,  and 
Bolivar  was  once  more  the  liberator  of  a 
mighty  province.  Not  in  vain  had  he  cross- 
ed the  icy  mountains  and  made  marches  longer 
than  those  of  Alexander  from  his  distant  home, 
since  he  gave  liberty  to  Peru. 

Another  victory  ended  the  war.  Bolivar  had 
left  the  army  in  order  to  arrange  Avith  the  Peru- 
vian patriots  the  government  of  a  ncAv  nation. 
His  Avisdom,  experience,  and  liberality  were 
required  to  create  the  foundations  of  a  state. 
Sucre,  his  firm  friend,  commanded  at  the  battle 
of  Ayacucho,  the  final  defeat  of  Spain,  the  most 
renoAvned  of  the  patriot  victories.  A  bright 
summer  morning,  December  9, 1824,  broke  over 
the  camps  of  the  tAvo  armies,  on  a  lofty  plain, 
and  gay  martial  music  aroused  them  to  the  de- 
cisive contest.  The  Spaniards  Avere  superior  in 
numbers,  discipline,  and  guns ;  yet  the  brave 
Colombians  and  PeruA'ians  drove  them,  routed 
and  broken,  over  the  grassy  pampa.  The 
defeat  Avas  complete.  Ayacucho  ended  that 
tyranny  Avhich  Spain  for  three  centuries  had 
exercised  over  America ;  and  Chili  and  Buenos 
Ayres,  Peru  and  Colombia,  had  nothing  more 
to  fear  from  the  vain  rage  of  their  former  mas- 
ters. A  Avild  burst  of  grateful  acclamation  noAv 
rose  from  the  liberated  nations  to  their  preserv- 
er. Bolivar  Avas  carried  in  pomp  from  city  to 
city.  He  was  consulted  as  an  oracle,  Avas 
croAvned  Avith  Avell-merited  honors.   His  name 
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spread  over  Europe  and  North  America,  and 
was  saluted  with  admiration  in  the  halls  of  Con- 
gress and  the  houses  of  Parliament.  Lafayette 
wrote  to  him  a  glad  congratulation,  and  the 
world  was  willing  to  rank  him  by  the  side  of 
Washington. 

On  that  lofty  plateau  that  bears  the  exhaust- 
less  silver  mines  of  Potosi,  the  ever-active  lib- 
erator next  founded  the  powerful  state  that  per- 
petuates his  name  ;  and  then,  with  a  tender  fare- 
well to  the  grateful  people  of  Peru,  set  out  for 
his  native  land.  How  many  years  had  passed 
of  wonderful  achievements  since  he  first  planned 
the  liberation  of  South  America !  With  w^hat 
rare  vigor  and  self-denial  had  he  carried  out  the 
purpose  of  his  life !  He  came  back  to  Caracas 
covered  with  glory,  and  with  a  reputation  un- 
touched by  the  common  vices  of  a  conqueror. 
He  boasted  justly  that  he  had  kept  for  himself 
not  a  rood  of  land  of  all  those  wide  and  wealthy 
regions  he  had  rescued  from  Spain ;  that  in  all 
his  poverty  he  had  left  untouched  the  mines  of 
Potosi,  the  treasures  of  Peru.  C£esar  and  Na- 
poleon had  begun  penniless  adventurers,  and  had 
grown  rich  by  the  plunder  of  nations  ;  Bolivar 
had  sacrificed  his  great  possessions  in  the  cause 
of  freedom,  and  returned  from  his  distant  con- 
quests dependent  on  the  bounty  of  his  country- 
men. He  now  proudly  announced  to  the  world 
that  South  America  was  free.  But  one  blot  yet 
remained  on  the  fair  escutcheon  of  the  Latin 
race,  and  almost  the  last  purpose,  the  final  care 
of  the  generous  liberator  was  to  insure  the  free- 
dom of  Cuba.  In  this  object  he  failed,  and  his 
ill  success  seems  to  have  filled  him  with  a  last- 
ing regret.  England,  France,  and  the  United 
States  refused  to  permit  Colombia  to  rescue  its 
Creole  brethren  in  Cuba  from  the  tyranny  of 
Spain  ;  and  the  unhappy  island  has  ever  since 
remained  the  citadel  of  slavery  in  the  New 
World,  the  centre  of  the  slave-trade,  a  reproach 
or  a  barrier  to  the  progressive  influences  of  Eu- 
rope and  America. 

But  no  friend  of  the  oppressor  had  inter- 
vened to  save  slavery  in  Colombia,  and  there 
the  generous  Creoles  had  provided  for  its  total 
abolition.  It  would  have  been  fortunate  had 
they  been  equally  successful  in  dethroning  the 
dominant  Church.  In  1827  Bolivar  returned 
to  Venezuela.  His  mind  still  teemed  with 
eminent  visions  of  a  united  South  America,  a 
free  Cuba,  a  general  union  of  the  Latin  race ; 
but  he  was  soon  shocked  and  disheartened  to 
find  himself  surrounded  by  the  bitterest  rival- 
ries of  faction,  to  be  opposed  in  his  favorite 
schemes,  to  be  forced  into  a  war  with  Peru,  to 
see  Venezuela  separate  from  her  sister  states, 
and  to  find  his  own  immortal  services  forgotten 
by  his  countrymen.  Perhaps  he  may  have  too 
often  remembered  them  himself ;  perhaps  he 
was  sometimes  imperious,  and  trusted  too  much 
to  his  glorious  past.  He  may  have  wanted  hu- 
mility, but  never  honesty  of  purpose  ;  he  had  | 


that  rare  self-denial  that  touches  the  common 
heart  of  mankind. 

In  the  last  year  of  his  life  a  hostile  faction 
gained  the  control  in  his  native  Venezuela, 
and,  by  a  strange  and  unmerited  reverse,  the 
liberator  was  exiled  from  the  land  his  exploits 
had  covered  with  immortal  renown.  His  coun- 
trymen treated  him  with  singular  indignity.  He 
refused  to  maintain  himself  in  power  by  a  forci- 
ble resistance,  and  went  meekly  into  exile.  Yet 
their  ingratitude  crushed  his  great  and  generous 
soul,  and  he  went  forth  only  to  die.  He  was  at 
Carthagena,  preparing  for  a  voyage  to  Europe, 
when  his  feeble  frame,  exhausted  by  toils  and 
conquests,  disappointment  and  grief,  sank  un- 
der a  painful  disease.  From  his  sick-bed  he 
dictated  a  last  address  to  his  countrymen,  in 
which  he  m'ged  upon  them  union,  progress,  and 
peace.  "For  my  enemies,"  he  said,  "I  have 
only  forgiveness.  If  my  death  shall  contribute 
to  the  cessation  of  factions,  the  consolidation  of 
union,  I  can  go  tranquilly  to  my  grave.  He 
took  the  pen  from  his  secretary,  and  with  feeble 
hand  signed  the  address,  Bolivar,  It  was  the 
last  act  of  his  busy  life.  He  died  soon  after, 
December  17,  1830.  He  had  been  obliged  to 
sell  his  plate  to  provide  for  the  expenses  of  his 
exile,  and  left  little  to  his  heirs.  With  more 
than  Roman  virtue  he  sacrificed  youth,  wealth, 
and  valor,  his  political  power,  his  life  itself,  to 
the  liberation  of  Latin  America. 

That  the  hero  of  South  American  freedom  is 
not  better  known  among  us  is  due  to  that  strange 
want  of  interest  which  we  have  ever  shown  to- 
ward the  history  and  condition  of  our  republican 
neighbors  in  the  southern  seas.  Our  merchants 
and  our  statesmen  have  turned  coldly  away  from 
the  allurements  of  their  grooving  commerce,  their 
progressive  freedom.  England  and  France  have 
been  allowed  to  engross  three-fourths  of  their 
gainful  trade. ^  They  have  been  shut  out  from 
the  useful  influence  of  our  free  press  and  our  lib- 
eral literature.  They  enfranchised  their  slaves 
at  an  early  period,  and  were  never  popular  Avith 
the  party  that  for  many  years  controlled  our  gov- 
ernment. But  it  may  be  hoped  that  the  time  is 
near  when  the  rich  commerce  of  South  Ameri- 
ca will  be  turned  from  London  or  Havre  to  San 
Francisco  and  New  York,  and  when,  by  a  rapid 
intercommunication,  the  practical  experience  Ave 
have  gained  in  liberal  progress  may  prove  of  in- 
finite use  to  the  republics  founded  by  Bolivar. 
With  free  schools,  a  free  press,  a  free  church, 
they  will  sloAvly  tend  to  union  and  peace.  Bol- 
ivar's grand  design  of  a  united  South  America 
may  yet  be  accomplished,  and  the  fame  of  the 
self-sacrificing  liberator  break  forth  with  new 
lustre. 


1  Vida,  ii.  564.   Yo  ba.iar6  tranqnilo  al  sepulcro. 

2  Recueil  Complet  des  Traites,  etc.,  Intro.,  p.  x.,  xi. 
The  trade  of  the  Latin  states  in  ISGO  amounted  to  near 
$400,000,000,  of  which  France  and  England  had  far  the 
larger  share.   It  is  rapidly  increasing. 
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ON  A  PHOTOGRAPH  OF  ATHENS. 


The  snu,  that  in  this  Orient  clime 

Kindled  of  old  her  hearts  of  flame 
To  deeds  that  triumph  over  Time, 

A  marvel  yields  they  could  not  claim : 
His  rays  have  painted  here  the  scene 

That  bard  and  scholar  long  to  see ; 
And  Fancy's  glow  shall  intervene 

To  wake  its  living  tints  for  me. 

Though  prone  in  dust  her  ancient  walls, 

Still  rise  the  circling  hills  in  air, 
So  crystalline  no  shadow  falls 

From  the  vast  blue  empyrean  there ; 
And  Helicon  is  streaked  with  snow 

Whose  lucent  domes  Parnassus  crown, 
With  tawny  ramparts  girt  below. 

That  o'er  the  Dorian  meadows  frown. 
With  nigged  outline  looming  high 

Beside  us  Lycabetus  lies, 
Its  sterile  slope  uplifted  high 

Against  the  calm  transparent  skies ; 
And  far  Pentelicus — how  soar 

Its  curves,  with  hoary  shafts  inlaid. 
Whence  rose  the  sculptured  gods  of  yore. 

And  in  aerial  purple  fade. 
And  still  when  thyme  with  dew  is  wet, 

Upon  Hymettus  feast  the  bees ; 
And  round  the  arid  valley  yet 

Cluster  the  dim  gray  olive-trees. 
And  crimsoned  by  the  sunset  dyes 

High  o'er  the  dun  and  level  sand, 
What  lone  and  stately  pillars  rise 

Like  guardian  relics  of  the  land; 
And  Jove's  despoiled  Olympian  shrine, 

On  which,  with  nearer  ken,  the  stars 
Gaze  through  the  -limpid  air  benign — 

Orion,  Jupiter,  and  Mars  ! 

Through  the  deep  azure,  like  a  dream 

Of  Beauty  harmonized  by  Truth, 
Yon  Doric  temple's  pillars  seem 

Fresh  with  the  symmetry  of  youth  ; 
On  Nature's  consecrated  guest, 

Endeared  by  Time,  by  n^an  profaned. 
Let  thy  contented  vision  rest, 

Behold  Art's  paradise  i-egained  ! 
Though  plinth  and  architrave  are  bare, 

And  prostrate  many  a  column  lies, 
Their  broken  effigies  declare 

How  matchless  was  their  pristine  guise ; 
For  still  the  massive  pile  defines 

Humanity's  divine  repose. 
As  when  its  pure  transcendent  lines 

First  to  Minerva's  worship  rose. 
Nor  from  the  trophies  of  the  Greek 

Have  Conquest's  tokens  disappeared. 
The  Parthenon  we  still  must  seek 

Beneath  an  arch  by  Venice  reared  ; 
O'er  the  chaste  grandeur  faintly  beam 

More  fragile  emblems  of  her  sway, 
Where,  like  an  alien's  festal  dream, 

The  lingering  frescos  brave  decay. 
Like  a  barbaric  sentinel 

The  Goth's  rude  tower  rises  near, 
And  fragments  of  the  Moslem's  shell 

Proclaim  his  brutal  ravage  here. 
Earth's  fairest  temple  stands  forlorn, 

And  not  alone  by  foes  bereft: 
No  frieze  its  ruin  to  adorn 

The  Briton's  ruthless  grasp  has  left. 

Stand  at  its  base,  inhale  the  breeze. 

And  gaze  on  Salamis  afar. 
The  crystal  heaven  of  these  seas 

No  sad  vicissitude  can  mar : 
They  wear  the  same  celestial  hue 

That  mirrored  Plato's  lofty  thought, 


And  spread  to  Paul's  intrepid  view 

When,  from  yon  height,  he  nobly  taught. 
On  the  brown  rocks  the  aloe's  barb 

Sharply  uplifts  its  thorn-edged  spear, 
And  glows  a  peasant's  tinted  garb. 

While  at  our  feet  the  grooves  appear 
Of  chariot  wheels  that  ages  past 

Perchance  Aspasia  hither  bore. 
To  see  the  athlete's  discus  cast. 

Or  oracles  long  mute  explore. 
No  tropic  flush  invests  the  scene. 

No  Western  verdure  cheers  the  sight, 
But  air  and  wave  with  virgin  mien 

Are  bathed  in  elemental  light ; 
As  if  the  genius  of  the  race 

Whose  relics  Art's  true  laws  bequeath, 
To  language  gave  unfading  grace, 

And  made  the  senseless  marble  breathe — 
Caught  its  divine  and  peerless  spell 

From  sea  and  sky,  whose  glory  here. 
As  sage  and  minstrel  love  to  tell. 

Make  Greece  the  mind's  perennial  sphere. 

Within  the  new-born  city's  pale 

Untouched  by  time  rise  dwellings  fair, 
And  melts  Tradition's  dreamy  veil 

Beneath  the  noontide's  fervid  glare. 
For  news-boys  shout  along  her  ways. 

And  in  the  shadow  of  the  fane 
To  Theseus  built,  in  classic  days. 

The  panting  engine  whirls  the  train. 
Yet  well  do  pilgrims  to  the  East, 

Pause  at  her  welcome  threshold  here. 
Where  flocked  of  old  to  Wisdom's  feast 

The  bard,  philosopher,  and  seer ; 
For  now,  as  then,  the  people  rule, 

And  civic  rights  intently  share. 
Turn  from  the  mart  to  haunt  the  school, 

And  household  graces  chastely  wear. 
Erect,  in  pictui'esque  array. 

Glory's  spoiled  sons  they  proudly  stand. 
With  glistening  vest  and  tunic  gay, 

True  to  their  lineage  and  land. 
No  academic  grove  beguiles. 

Or  temple-porch  by  sages  trod. 
But  in  the  free  cathedral  aisles. 

The  prince  and  peasant  kneel  to  God. 
And  Cretan  mothers  greet  our  sight 

Throned  pensive  on  their  donkeys  mild, 
A  living  picture  of  the  Flight 

Of  Mary  with  the  Holy  Child. 
His  mountain  flock  the  goatherd  leads 

At  eve  through  boulevard  and  square. 
While  eager  groups  that  faction  breeds. 

With  gallant  soldiers,  loiter  there. 
Decked  gaudily  a  passing  bier 

Moves  slowly  to  the  narrow  bed. 
As  bursts  upon  the  startled  ear 

The  chant  of  priests  around  the  dead. 

And  where  the  moon's  unclouded  light 

On  yon  dense  foliage  falls  serene. 
And  trill  the  warblers  of  the  night. 

Blossom  the  gardens  of  the  Queen. 
As  there  her  gentle  steps  we  trace. 

And  feel  how  love  can  temper  pride, 
The  charm  of  Olga's  artless  grace 

Wins  fealty  to  the  regal  bride. 
And  lo  the  flag  whose  stars  anew 

Beam  in  the  firmament  of  Time, 
And  hallow  every  radiant  hue 

With  Freedom's  sacrifice  sublime  ! 
Beneath  its  folds,  with  fond  delay, 

Dear  voices  break  the  spell  of  Art, 
And  fades  the  world's  heroic  day 

In  visions  nearer  to  the  heart. 

H.  T.  TtrCKERMAX. 


SOME  years  ago,  if  an  Easy  Chair  wished  to  ' 
amuse  itself  in  the  evening  at  the  theatre,  it 
went  to  the  old  Park  —  which  was  duly  called 
"  Old  Drury"  by  that  fond  imitative  spirit  of  our 
fathers  which  began,  and  in  that  case  very  justly, 
with  calling  the  American  settlement  New  En- 
gland, and  then  descended  to  describing  Cooper 
as  the  American  Scott,  and  Mrs.  feigourney  as  the 
American  Ilemans.  The  old  Park  is  still  a  fa- 
miliar name  to  most  New  Yorkers.  It  preserved 
all  the  theatrical  traditions.  Its  stars  were  chief- 
ly foreigners.  Here  Kean  played ;  here  Mali- 
bran  sang.  Here  were  the  first  and  second  tiers 
of  uncomfortable  little  pens,  properly  called  box- 
es, full  of  narrow  benches  without  backs,  the 
seats  cushioned  with  a  thin  hard  substance  cov- 
ered with  red  stuff.  Below  was  the  pit,  abso- 
lutely separated  from  the  boxes  and  occupied  by 
men  only,  the  seats  shutting  down  across  the 
aisles,  so  that  when  full  it  Avas  a  solid  mass  of 
men,  and  escape,  in  case  of  alarm,  was  impossi- 
ble. 

There  is  no  separation  now  between  pit  and 
boxes ;  they  are  amiably  blended  in  balcony 
and  parquet.  But  in  those  severe  days  of  "  Old 
Drury"  this  Easy  Chair  remembers  sitting  proud- 
ly in  the  front  row  of  the  first  tier  with  compan- 
ions of  the  other  sex,  and  of  the  haughtiest  fiish- 
ion ;  and  when  in  its  innocence  it  entered  into 
familiar  conversation  with  a  seedy  friend  in  the 
pit,  who  leaned  upon  the  front  of  the  box  and 
chatted  pleasantly,  it  was  overwhelmed  by  the  im- 
patient whispered  rebuke,  "Aren't  you  ashamed 
of  yourself?  What  do  you  mean  by  talking 
to  people  yi  the  pit?"  It  was  an  awful  word, 
and  for  a  moment  the  Easy  Chair  felt  as  if  it 
had  been  treacherous  to  its  angelic  condition  by 
leaning,  as  it  were,  out  of  heaven  toward  the 
abyss.  Above  the  first  and  second  range  of  box- 
es was  the  unspeakable  third  tier,  and  over  that 
the  gallery.  The  decorations  of  this  temple  were 
not  imposing  nor  beautiful.  It  would  seem  cold 
and  bare  to  modern  eyes,  but  it  was  a  palace  of 
fairy  to  thousands  of  Knickerbocker  cherubs  of 
other  years,  whom  you  would  hardly  recognize 
in  our  most  respectable  and  distinguished  fellow- 
citizens  of  to-day. 

When  an  Easy  Chair,  whose  theatrical  experi- 
ence had  been  chiefly  confined  to  the  old  Park, 
crossed  the  sea  and  saw  a  vaudeville  in  a  Paris- 
ian theatre,  it  beheld  for  the  first  time  what  it 
had  so  often  heard  mentioned  at  the  old  Park 
and  elsewhere — playing  that  holds  the  mirror  up 
to  nature.  For  there  is  no  more  permanent  and 
ever-fresh  jest  than  to  hear  the  most  artificial  of 
actors,  whose  veiy  hair  outrages  nature  by  its 
oily  curl,  replying  at  a  banquet  to  the  toast  in 
honor  of  the  drama,  that  acting  is  the  art  which 
holds  the  mirror  up  to  nature.  There  are  gen- 
tlemen and  ladies  of  the  profession  who  seem  to 
have  forgotten  what  nature  means ;  as  there  are 
others  who  reveal  to  us  her  subtlest  and  tender- 
est  significance.  But  when  the  Easy  Chair  upon 
the  grand  tour  crossed  the  Channel  again  to  En- 
gland, and  went  to  the  theatre  in  London,  it 
seemed  to  have  passed  into  another  sphere  where 
it  once  more  found  "Old  Drury."  The  transi- 
tion from  the  delicate  and  exquisite  cuisine  of  the 


Cafe  de  Paris  or  the  Trois  Freres  of  those  Pa- 
risian days  to  the  huge,  hacked  joints  at  Morley's 
or  Fenton's  or  the  London  clubs,  was  not  a  more 
striking  and  unpleasant  change  than  that  from 
the  simple  picture  of  everyday  French  life  in  the 
vaudeville,  played  with  a  similar  airy  simplicity 
— a  proverle  of  Alfred  de  Musset's  perhaps, 
with  Madame  Allan  —  to  the  heavy  regulation 
English  drama,  where  all  the  sailors  Avalked  in 
hornpipes  and  talked  of  shivering  their  timbers  ; 
and  the  languishing  Lydia  made  love-making 
hideous ;  and  the  humor  was  an  elaborate  Avitti- 
cism  or  a  pun. 

Such  an  Easy  Chair  Avas  constantly  asking  it- 
self, "Can  the  mirror  no  longer  be  held  up? 
Have  Ave  moderns  no  nature,  or  did  Don  Ei- 
naldo  Rinaldini  exhaust  it  ?  Is  our  life  not 
poetic,  or  did  poetry  disappear  Avith  the  old  ro- 
mances ?  Is  the  theatre  Avholly  an  affair  of  tra- 
dition and  costume,  or  are  Ave  as  much  inter- 
ested in  our  own  life  as  in  any  other?"  There 
was  no  very  satisfactory  ansAver  to  that  question 
on  this  side  of  the  sea.  But  Avhatever  the  play- 
Avrights  and  the  managers  thought,  life  at  home 
became  so  absorbingly  interesting,  if  not  poetic, 
that  the  theatre  became  more  and  more  s]3ectral ; 
more  and  more  an  echo  of  an  ancient  and  unfa- 
miliar strain.  If,  in  the  mean  Avhile,  the  Easy 
Chairs  of  the  date  Ave  have  been  considering 
have  supposed  the  drama  to  be  lost  in  a  deluge 
of  blonde  ballet,  or  Avrecked  upon  the  hidden 
rocks,  tOAvard  Avhich  the  sirens  of  the  opera 
bouffe  allured  it,  they  liaA-e  been  immensely  de- 
ceived. It  is  Avith  entire  propriety  that  the 
French  genius  may  use  the  French  phrase  and 
exclaim,  Nous  avons  change  tout  cela!  For  the 
change  is  marvelous.  It  is  radical.  It  is  com- 
plete. 

Let  us,  for  instance,  decide  at  dinner  that  Ave 
Avill  go  to  the  play  in  the  evening,  and  looking 
at  the  paper  and  knoAving  that  Booth's  and  Fech- 
ter's  audiences  are  secure,  let  us  agree  to  try 
"Ours,"  at  Wallack's.  This  Easy  Chair  is  so 
remiss  in  its  public  duties  that  it  had  never  been 
to  the  new  Wallack's,  and  knew  the  resistless 
manager  only  as  the  dark-eyed  bandit-hero  of 
the  little  house  near  Broome  Street,  in  Broad- 
Avay.  Forth  Ave  go  with  but  a  foint  hope  of  find- 
ing seats,  Avhich  is  not  strengthened  by  becoming 
the  very  last  joint  in  the  long,  long  queue  that 
reaches  from  the  street  to  the  ticket-office ;  nor 
by  Avatching  the  gay  youths  and  silken  maids 
Avho  sparkle  by  on  their  Avay  to  places  already 
secured.  But  fixte  is  kind  and  giA'es  us  comfort- 
able seats  ;  and  in  the  dim  theatre  Ave  straightAvay 
look  about  and  fall  to  remembering  and  con- 
trasting. 

IIoAv  pretty,  hoAV  smiling,  hoAv  snug,  how  com- 
fortable !  Gilded  rails  and  columns,  and  bright 
frescos  CA-ery  Avhere.  The  pit  of  "  Old  Drury" 
is  gone,  and  forever.  Where  the  noisy  croAvd 
of  men  Avere  massed,  upon  hard,  backless  bench- 
es, there  is  a  luminous  cloud  of  lovely  toilets 
mingled  Avith  the  darker  dress  of  the  jetmesse 
doree.  The  pit  is  the  parquet  noAv,  entered 
through  the  first  tier,  Avhich  has  become  the  bal- 
cony, and  all  throAvn  together,  the  spectacle  is 
bright  and  enlivening.    Above,  in  the  place  of 
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the  second  tier,  is  more  balcony,  and  there  are 
more  pleasant  Httle  boxes ;  no  longer  pens,  but 
comfortable  seats  inclosed.  And  as  the  pit  is 
gone,  with  its  noise  and  unhandsomeness,  so  is 
the  unspeakable  third  tier ;  and  when  the  orches- 
tra comes  in — ah !  what  an  exquisite  mystery  of 
other  years  was  that  emerging  of  the  musicians 
from  somewhere,  a  limbo  whence,  during  the 
assembling  of  the  audience,  issued  premonitoiy 
grumblings  and  growlings,  and  whistles  and 
squeaks  of  violins  and  trombones,  and  flutes  and 
horns — when  the  orchestra  comes  in  and  the 
light  is  turned  on,  and  the  soft  murmur  of  the 
full  house  increases  a  little — a  house  in  which, 
so  to  say,  there  are  no  classes,  but  the  great  body 
of  the  audience  is  one — all  the  old  shafts  of  cen- 
sure against  the  theatre,  feathered  with  the  third 
tier,  fall  powerless,  and  the  whole  house  seems 
to  be  a  family  circle. 

The  play — for  our  supposition  is  merely  a  sly 
way  of  putting  a  fact — was  "Ours,"  written  by 
Mr.  T.  W.  Robertson,  an  Enghsh  playwright, 
who  needs  no  other  certificate  of  his  talent  than 
this  one  drama ;  and  upon  this  evening  it  was 
more  perfectly  played  than  any  piece  Avhich  the 
Easy  Chair  has  ever  seen  upon  any  English 
stage.  It  was  at  once  evident  that  the  character 
of  the  drama  had  as  radically  changed  as  the 
arrangement  of  the  house  and  its  associations. 
The  mirror  was  held  up  to  nature  with  a  pre- 
cision and  firmness  that  resulted  in  the  most 
delicate  and  faithful  reproduction.  It  was  the 
simplest  tale  of  life  and  character  as  modern 
society  presents  them  to  us.  There  were  no  fine 
speeches,  no  puns,  no  extravagance,  no  technic- 
al romance.  All  the  romance  was  reality.  All 
the  humor  was  that  of  cultivated  society  every 
where.  All  the  incidents  and  contrasts  were 
such  as  life,  artistically  viewed,  constantly  fur- 
nishes. 

In  "  Ours''  there  is  a  rich,  coxcombical  young 
man  who  affects  cynicism,  and  pretends  to  doubt 
the  reality  of  love  and  happiness,  because  his 
rose-leaf  has  been  wrinkled  with  a  sentimental 
disappointment.  There  is  an  elderly  married 
pair  who  misunderstand  each  other  and  quarrel. 
There  is  a  young  blonde  heiress,  and  her  brunette 
friend — a  poor  and  capable  girl.  There  is  a 
Russian  prince  wooing  the  heiress,  like  a  gentle- 
man, to  place  her  at  the  head  of  his  establish- 
ment. And  there  is  a  cousin  Angus,  whom  the 
heiress  loves,  but  who  is  poor,  and  does  not  dare 
to  tell  his  passion.  The  time  is  that  of  the  Crim- 
ean war.  The  scene  is  an  English  park;  then 
a  London  drawing-room ;  then  an  officers'  hut 
on  the  winter  hills  before  Sebastopol.  The  cos- 
tume is  that  of  the  Fifth  Avenue  and  Newport. 
The  plot  is  nothing,  as  it  is  in  life.  The  play- 
ing is  every  thing. 

As  you  sit  and  watch  the  little  drama,  the  in- 
terest is  exactly  like  that  of  a  fine  novel  of  so- 
ciety. It  is  a  chapter  out  of  Thackeray.  Here, 
for  instance,  is  the  dandy  cynic,  lolling  on  the 
grass,  smoking  a  cigarette,  sneering  at  women 
and  love  and  marriage,  and  piqued  by  the  poor 
and  clever  girl.  Again,  here  is  a  sudden  thun- 
der-shower in  the  park,  and  under  a  tree  the 
married  pair,  huddling  for  shelter,  sit  back  to 
back  bickering  and  snarling;  while  under  an- 
other stand  Cousin  Angus  and  the  blonde  heir- 
ess very  close  together ;  and  he  says  such  signifi- 
cant things,  and  she  sings  such  a  sweet  little 


song ;  and  then,  mercy !  mercy !  the  storm  is  so 
pitiless  that  Cousin  Blanche  must  consent  to  put 
on  Cousin  Angus's  jacket  and  undress  military 
cap ;  and  Cousin  Angus  must  clasp  it  snugly  about 
her,  and  hold  her  fast  to  shield  her  with  his  man- 
ly arm.  Is  generous  Cousin  Blanche  afraid  that 
dear  Cousin  Angus  may  take  cold  in  his  waist- 
coat and  bareheadea  ?  Not  he ;  not  he  !  We 
are  used  to  greater  perils  than  this  in  Ours! 
For  Cousin  Angus  is  a  soldier — he  is  a  lieu- 
tenant in  Ours.  And  who  knows?  If  some 
day  home  returning  from  the  wars,  Major-Gen- 
eral  Sir  Angus  M'AUister,  K.C.B.,  should  lay 
the  laurels  of  victory  and  of  fame  at  somebody's 
feet!  Ah  me!  who  knows? — who  knows?  Is 
it  not  a  pretty  contrast,  the  married  pair  under 
the  chestnut,  and  the  cooing  doves  under  the 
oak  ? 

Or,  again,  in  the  London  drawing-room,  the 
colonel  of  Ours,  who  is  also  the  husband  of  the 
married  pair,  is  about  leaving  for  the  Crimea, 
for  Ours  has  been  ordered  to  the  field.  His  wife 
distrusts  him  still,  for  Colonel  Sir  Alexander  has 
a  secret,  and  will  not  let  her  read  his  letters. 
Don't  waste  your  precious  time  of  farewell  upon 
me.  Sir,  I  beg.  There  are  others  whom  you 
love,  and  who  are  doubtless  anxiously  awaiting 
your  adieux.  Sir  Alexander  is  heart-broken,  but 
can  not  explain.  Here  comes  the  dandy  cynic, 
his  old  friend,  to  whom  he  whispers.  Blanche 
and  the  poorer  girl  sit  apart  wondering  and 
whispering.  Suddenly  the  band  of  the  regiment 
in  the  street  plays  "Annie  Laurie."  It  is  the 
melody  of  the  Crimean  war,  and  its  strains  bring 
back  all  the  memories  of  that  time.  The  Col- 
onel turns  to  his  wife.  She  will  not  look  at  him, 
nor  say  farewell.  The  two  girls  sobbing,  fling 
themselves  into  his  arms,  and  again  the  tender 
melody  fills  the  air.  He  embraces  the  ^irls,  looks 
with  longing  sadness  at  his  wife,  and  is  gone. 
The  girls  follow  out  of  the  room.  The  wife  begs 
the  cynic  to  ring  for  her  maid,  and,  tottering,  she 
withdraws.  The  coxcomb  smiles.  This  is  mar- 
ried bliss.  Good  heavens !  how  can  any  one  be- 
lieve in  love  and  lovers  after  such  scenes  as  this  ? 
And  as  he  speaks  he  opens  the  sliding  doors,  and 
reveals  Cousin  Blanche  at  the  piano,  singing  a 
farewell  song  to  Cousin  Angus  of  Ours,  who 
hangs  entranced  upon  her  voice.  The  felicity 
and  simplicity  of  this  contrast  are  delightful.  It 
is  the  subtle  satire  of  life  upon  our  wisdom.  It 
is  the  vindication  of  the  heart. 

The  whole  play  proceeds  in  this  natural  key. 
Nor  is  there  any  jar  upon  its  actuality  except  in 
the  soliloquy  of  the  dandy  turned  soldier  and 
wounded  in  the  last  act.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
people  do  not  take  imaginary  audiences  into  their 
confidence  and  soliloquize  at  length.  Neither  do 
lovers  in  camp,  even  when  alone,  read  the  letters 
of  their  sweet-hearts  aloud.  But  the  capture  of 
the  pretended  cynic,  by  the  poor  clever  girl  who 
can  make  an  Irish  stew,  is  a  charming  stroke  of 
nature.  The  end  of  the  whole  matter  is  not  hard 
to  guess.  The  secret  of  the  Colonel  is  not  a 
suburban  cottage  and  one  who  loves  him  await- 
ing his  adieux,  but  his  eff'ort  to  protect  the  good 
name  of  his  wife's  fiimily,  and  spare  her  pride  by 
preventing  the  exposure  of  her  brother's  crime  in 
forging  the  Colonel's  name,  which  he  does  by 
paying  the  forged  notes  and  so  straitening  his 
own  resources.  And  then  Monsieur,  the  Rus- 
sian prince,  is  brought  in  a  prisoner  of  war,  and 
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lo!  the  Colonel  and  Cousin  Angus  return  from 
the  front  unharmed.  The  Colonel's  wife,  who 
has  heard  the  true  story  from  the  wounded  cynic 
grown  human  again,  falls  upon  her  husband's 
neck ;  the  cynic  asks  clever  Mary  Netley  to  be 
his  wife;  and  Cousin  Blanche's  anxiety  for 
Cousin  Angus  at  the  front  has  told  her  little 
story — and  when  he  returns  it  is  to  her  arms. 
"  'Tis  silly  sooth,"  but  'tis  the  truth.  It  is  in 
all  these  houses  in  New  York — in  all  these  hearts 
that  pass  us  throbbing  in  Broadway. 

And  there  is  the  wonder,  as  we  sit  looking  full 
of  interest  at  this  play.  This  is  an  English  dra- 
ma by  an  English  writer,  laid  among  English 
scenes,  and  played  by  English  actors.  But  there 
is  nothing  in  it  which  is  not  just  as  familiar  to  us 
Americans  as  to  our  English  cousins.  Why  is 
it,  then,  that  it  is  English  and  not  American  ? 
Why  has  not  some  American  writer  woven,  with 
similar  skill  and  grace  and  naturalness,  any  little 
love-story  upon  the  warp  of  our  war  ?  Country 
homes  enough  in  America,  six  and  seven  years 
ago,  saw  quarreling  husbands  and  wives,  senti- 
mental young  cynical  coxcombs,  and  groups  of 
young  lovers.  In  city  parlors  there  was  the  same 
offer  from  the  Russian  prince  with  an  endless  in- 
come, and  poor  Cousin  Angus  on  his  lieutenant's 
pay.  Eor  "  Annie  Laurie,"  played  by  the  band, 
there  was  "Tramp,  tramp,  tramp;"  and  the 
regiment,  with  the  beloved  colonel  and  precious 
Cousin  Angus,  the  lieutenant,  marched  in  the 
moonlight  by  the  window  to  Virginia,  to  Caro- 
lina, to  Louisiana,  instead  of  the  Crimea.  Far 
away,  in  winter  huts  in  camp,  there  was  the  same 
homely  romantic  reality — the  alarum,  the  rattling 
volley,  often  the  safe  return.  Precisely  the  spec- 
tacle and  the  story  of  Ours  were  intensely  Ameri- 
can for  four  years — and  now  we  see  it,  and  hear 
it  told  to  us  by  Englishmen  of  Englishmen.  We 
go  in  crowds  night  after  night ;  so  that  it  is  clear 
the  reward  of  appreciation  and  applause  would 
be  profuse  for  the  American  who  should  tell  it  as 
Mr.  Robertson  has  told  it ;  and  who  should  pre- 
sent it  with  the  same  perfection,  the  same  uni- 
formity and  tone  throughout,  that  characterize 
Mr.  Wallack  and  his  company.  It  is  plainly  not 
the  native  demand  that  produces  the  supply. 


We  consider  ourselves  a  very  clever  people, 
and  we  are  tolerably  sure  that  such  is  the  very 
general  opinion  of  the  rest  of  the  world.  More- 
over, it  is  a  favorite  theory  of  many  Americans 
that  government  should  do  nothing  but  protect 
the  right  of  every  citizen  to  do  any  thing  which 
does  not  infringe  the  equal  right  of  others.  And 
we  insist  that  this  secures  the  public  welfare  more  j 
surely  than  any  other  plan.    Upon  almost  any  , 
ferry-boat  that  carries  hundreds  of  passengers 
every  day  to  and  from  the  great  cities  you  will  j 
find  the  most  eloquent  expositors  of  this  princi-  i 
pie ;  but  if  you  should  suggest  to  any  one  of  | 
them  to  look  about  him  and  see  what  provision  [ 
was  made  for  the  general  safety  upon  the  very  , 
boat  which  is  carrying  him  and  his  audience,  he  [ 
would  probably  candidly  confess  to  you  that  in  \ 
that  matter  the  practical  result  of  the  cleverness  \ 
of  the  cleverest  people  under  the  sun  is  to  shut  i 
the  stable  door  after  the  horse  is  stolen. 

The  fact  is  that  there  is  a  species  of  this  clever 
American  which  is  usually  ashamed  to  be  pru-  ^ 
dent.    The  motto  of  "Blast  the  expense!"  which 
he  thinks  is  that  of  a  true  generosity,  is  often  ^ 


merely  that  of  a  puerile  vanity  and  cowardice. 
He  is  a  little  ashamed  both  to  say  and  to  feel 
that  he  can  not  afford  to  do  what  any  body  else 
can  do.  And  this  feeUng  and  the  other  about 
the  expense  confuse  his  moral  sense  so  deeply 
that  he  very  often  allows  the  fact  of  riches  to 
condone  the  means  by  which  they  are  acquired, 
and  to  consider  that  dishonest  gains  are  purified 
by  a  lavish  and  ostentatious  spending,  A  man 
goes  out  in  the  damp  winter  weather  well  wrapped 
up,  to  guard  against  the  disease  that  lurks  in  the 
treacherous  air. 

'  'Are  you  sick  ?"  asks  American  Number  Two, 
with  his  coat  unbuttoned. 

"No;  on  the  contrary,  I  am  perfectly  well, 
and  mean  to  keep  so." 

"Ah!  ah!  Hereditary  pulmonary  weakness, 
I  suppose." 

"Not  at  all ;  mere  common-sense." 

"Oh!  ah!"  And  American  Number  Two 
passes  on,  profoundly  convinced  that  Number 
One  is  a  milksop  because  he  is  not  a  fool. 

American  Number  Three  finds  himself,  with 
his  family,  upon  the  ferry-boat  listening  to  the 
conclusive  argument  of  the  advocate  of  individ- 
ual action.  Suddenly  it  occurs  to  him  that  he  is 
in  the  middle  of  a  river  or  bay,  that  the  boat  is 
a  filagree  of  varnished  pasteboard,  and  that  his 
family  are  at  the  mercy  of  any  drunkard's  pipe. 
So  he  looks  around,  as  we  have  suggested ;  and 
what  ought  he  to  see  ?  What  would  common- 
sense  provide  under  the  circumstances?  Rows 
of  buckets  conveniently  hung,  and  always  full; 
ample  supplies  of  life-preservers  in  proved  good 
condition  ;  axes  ;  above  all,  a  coil  of  hose,  with 
the  pipe  screwed  on,  properly  attached  to  the  en- 
gine, and  needing  but  the  turn  of  a  crank  to  be 
brought  into  full  play  ;  plenty  of  boats  known  to 
be  in  order.  These  are  the  most  obvious  and  es- 
sential requirements  upon  every  passenger-boat. 
Upon  how  many,  in  your  experience,  are  they 
provided?  Upon  how  many  would  not  the 
American  Number  Three,  who  was  troubled  by 
the  want  of  them,  be  considered  a  "nervous" 
person  ?  By  how  many  Boards  of  Directors  and 
Managers  would  not  his  complaint  be  regarded 
as  a  foolish  bore  ? 

Within  a  few  months  a  gentleman  was  sitting 
in  the  smoking-room  of  such  a  boat.  The  ferry 
distance  was  about  seven  miles,  and  for  a  large 
part  of  it  across  an  open,  wide  bay.  The  boat 
was  thronged  at  certain  hours,  but  at  this  time 
was  not  very  full.  Suddenly  the  door  of  the 
room  was  opened,  and  a  man  with  an  anxious 
face  peered  in  and  said  that  the  boat  was  on 
fire.  The  gentleman  and  Iiis  friends  instantly 
stepped  out,  and  found  universal  confusion,  the 
alarm  having  been  given  in  the  ladies'  cabin. 
He  instantly  asked  where  the  hose  was,  and  was 
directed  to  one  of  the  hands  who  was  fumbling 
at  a  box.  In  this  box,  twisted  and  disjointed, 
lay  the  hose,  and  when  it  had  been  "  unkinked," 
as  the  hand  called  it,  and  the  pipe  screwed  on 
and  the  hose  made  ready  to  be  attached,  the 
hand  had  to  break  open  a  door  by  main  force  to 
reach  the  pump,  and  by  that  time  the  fire  was 
happily  extinguished. 

To  all  inquiries  the  answer  was  "Oh!  'twas 
nothing  at  all."  Neither  was  the  deluge  much 
of  a  shower  w^hen  it  began.  That  there  was 
not  a  tragedy  was  not  due  to  the  care  of  the 
managers,  but  to  sheer  good  luck.    A  few  days 
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afterward  American  Number  Four,  having  heard 
of  the  incident,  went  on  the  boat,  and  looked 
about  to  see  what  obvious  means  of  safety  there 
were  in  a  similar  extremity.  There  was  no  visi- 
ble hose  ;  j^erhaps  it  was  unscrewed  and  ' '  kinked 
up"  somewhere  in  a  box.  There  were  no  visible 
pails  of  water.  But  there  were  visible  two  axes 
and  a  few  life-preservers.  The  peril  of  sudden 
emergencies  like  this  fire  is  panic.  Cut  nothing 
so  surely  prevents  panic  as  the  evident  means  of 
safety.  A  cry  of  lire  has  no  terrors  in  a  theatre 
where  every  body  sees  the  most  ample  means  of 
escape.  Yet,  of  what  theatre  in  New  York  is 
that  true,  except  possibly  Booth's  ? 

There  is  a  universal  association  of  horror  with 
the  cry  of  fire  upon  a  ship  at  sea ;  and  yet  that 
is  the  place  where  a  fire  should  be  manageable, 
because  a  great  force  may  be  immediately  con- 
centrated upon  the  point  of  danger.  Some  years 
ago  a  California  steamer  left  the  Isthmus  for 
New  York.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  day  of  sail- 
ing the  captain  called  the  passengers  to  the  deck, 
and  made  a  sensible  little  speech.  He  reminded 
them  that  they  were  a  great  multitude  upon  a 
ship,  and  that,  as  they  knew,  fire  was  one  of  the 
possible  perils  to  which  they  were  exposed,  but 
that  a  little  care  would  deprive  that  chance  of 
its  sting.  He  then  proposed  that  a  sufficient  body 
of  the  passengers  should  agree  to  act  in  concert 
with  the  crew,  in  case  of  necessity.  He  called 
for  a  certain  number  of  men  to  handle  axes,  who, 
at  an  alarm,  were  to  put  themselves  at  once  un- 
der the  orders  of  the  ship's  carpenter,  whom  he 
introduced.  Others  were  to  act  as  guards  to 
prevent  the  frantic  rushing  of  passengers,  and 
were  to  be  armed  for  the  purpose,  and  to  obey 
certain  officers  whom  he  named ;  others  were  to 
protect  the  boats ;  others  were  to  repair  to  cer- 
tain points  and  serve  the  hose.  And  so  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  the  passengers  were  simply  or- 
ganized, and  made  to  understand  precisely  what 
they  were  to  do,  should  an  alarm  be  raised. 

Suddenly  the  next  day  an  alarm  was  given ; 
and  such  was  the  self-possession  produced  by  the 
consciousness  of  intelligent  and  powerful  organ- 
ization, that  every  man  Avent  quietly  to  his  post : 
there  was  no  panic  whatever,  and  the  passengers 
learned,  to  their  great  satisfaction,  that  the  cry 
had  been  raised  merely  to  test  the  efficiency  of 
the  organization.  There  were  some  grumblers 
upon  the  ship,  who  said  that  it  was  too  bad  in  the 
captain  to  excite  by  such  a  plain  appeal  and  sys- 
tem the  imagination  of  the  passengers.  But  be- 
cause some  men  choose  to  be  ostriches  there  is 
no  reason  why  others  should  not  prefer  to  remain 
men.  A  lightning-rod  upon  a  house  is  a  con- 
stant reminder  of  the  danger  of  the  thunder-bolt. 
Is  it  therefore  "too  bad"  to  protect  the  house? 
American  Number  Two  would  probably  have 
thought  the  captain  "sick,"  or  have  suspected 
hereditary  cowardice.  But  who  would  not  rath- 
er have  sailed  with  that  captain  than  with  Num- 
ber Two  ?  Number  Two  has  yet  to  learn  that 
a  man  shows  his  heroism  and  sagacity  not  more 
by  taking  necessary  risks  than  by  avoiding  those 
that  are  unnecessary. 


An  affable  gentleman  called  upon  the  Easy 
Chair  the  other  morning  and  presented  a  letter : 

*'My  dear  Easy  Chair, — This  will  be  handed  to 
you  by  my  particular  friend  Mr.  P.  Pijier,  who  is  one 
of  our  most  distinguished  citizens,  and  who  would  be 


very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  would  give  him  a  let- 
ter of  iutroduction  to  your  friend  the  Honorable  D. 
Doldrum.   So  would  be  your  obedient  servant, 

"  Inigo  Impy." 

"Ah!  Mr.  Piper,  then  you  are  going  to 
Squirrelopolis  ?" 

"Yes,  Sir;  that  is  my  present  intention." 
"Have  you  any  business  with  Mr.  Doldrum  ?" 
"Oh  no!" 

"  You  are  going  for  pleasure  ?" 

' '  That  is  all ;  and  I  thought  it  would  be  very 
pleasant  to  pay  my  respects  to  Mr.  Doldrum." 

"1  have  very  little  acquaintance  with  Mr. 
Impy." 

"So  he  says;  but  he  said  that  you  are  quite 
intimate  with  JMr.  Doldrum,  and  that  a  line  from 
you  would  therefore  be  very  serviceable. " 

"  But  I  have  not  the  pleasure  of  your  acquaint- 
ance." 

Mr.  P.  Piper  looked  surprised,  and  waved  his 
hand  toward  the  letter  which  the  Easy  Chair 
still  held,  as  if  that  established  an  acquaint- 
ance.   So  the  Easy  Chair  began  again  : 

"  I  really  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  burden  Mr. 
Doldrum,  who  is  a  very  busy  man,  with  more  so- 
cial duties  than  he  has,  at  least  without  his  per- 
mission. I  am  sure,  from  what  Mr.  Impy  writes, 
that  My.  Doldrum  would  be  very  happy ;  but — 
but — really,  without  his  permission  I  must  beg 
you  to  excuse  me." 

"Oh,"  replied  Mr.  P.  Piper,  rising  in  wrath, 
"then  you  don't  think  me  good  enough  to  asso- 
ciate with  Mr.  Doldrum — " 

"  My  dear  Sir,  I  think  no  such  thing,  and  I 
certainly  do  not  say  it.    I  am  very  sorry — " 

But  Mr.  P.  Piper  was  gone;  and  he  and  Mr. 
I.  Impy  will  hereafter  have  their  own  views  of 
the  Eas}"-  Chair. 

Now,  my  dear  Mr.  Piper,  after  you  have  re- 
covered your  equanimity,  say,  frankly,  what 
would  you  do  ?  If  some  gentleman  whom  you 
scarcely  know  sent  you  a  letter  introducing  an- 
other, and  asking  you  to  introduce  the  other  to 
any  friend  of  yours,  merely  because  the  other 
wished  to  know  your  friend,  would  you  not  say 
that  it  was  impossible  for  you  to  speak,  still  less 
to  act  for  your  friend,  under  such  circumstances, 
and  that  you  must  therefore  first  have  his  per- 
mission ?  A  gentleman  who  brings  you  a  letter 
of  introduction  from  another  is  not  casually  but 
especially  introduced  to  you.  If  he  have  no 
business  with  you,  you  naturally  suppose  that  he 
is  introduced  because  he  is  a  peculiarly  agreea- 
ble acquaintance.  But  how  could  the  Easy  Chair 
possibly  know  that  you  would  be  an  agreeable 
acquaintance  to  Mr.  Doldrum,  merely  because 
Mr.  Impy  said  that  you  were  his  particular 
friend?  If  every  body  who  merely  knows  an- 
other is  to  venture  to  supply  him  with  acquaint- 
ances without  his  permission,  letters  of  introduc- 
tion will  become  very  suspicious  documents. 

Besides,  dear  Mr.  P.  Piper,  why  do  you  not 
ask  some  one  who  personally  knows  you  to  give 
you  a  letter  to  Mr.  Doldrum  ?  for  the  only  hon- 
est letter  the  Easy  Chair  could  give  you  would 
be  this : 

"  My  pear  Doldrum, — At  the  request  of  Mr.  Inigo 
Impy,  whom  I  know  very  little,  I  give  this  note  of 
Introduction  to  Mr.  P.  Piper,  whom  I  do  not  know  at 
all.  Mr.  Impy  assures  me  that  Mr.  Piper  is  his  par- 
ticular friend,  and  a  distinguished  citizen,  and  Mr. 
Piper  tells  me  that  he  wishes  to  pay  his  respects  to 
you.  Yours  always,  Easy  Chair." 
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Is  that  a  letter  which  you  would  wish  to  pre- 
sent, my  dear  Riper  ?  If  it  is,  it  is  certainly  not 
a  letter  which  tlie  Easy  Chair  would  wish  to 
write,  or  would  write.  It  might,  indeed,  Avrite 
another  letter  concealing  the  truth  ;  for  instance, 
this : 

"My  dear  Dolbkttm,— T  am  very  glad  to  introduce 
to  you  my  frieud  Mr.  F.  Piper.    Yours  ever, 

"Easy  Chair."' 

What  is  Doldrum's  impression  upon  receiving 
this  note?  He  naturally  says  to  himself  that 
Riper  is  a  friend  of  the  Easy  Chair's,  probahly 
an  intimate  friend,  and  must  be  asked  to  dinner. 
The  dinner  is  arranged,  and  Doldrum,  who  has 
meanwhile  made  only  the  most  cursory  inquiries 
about  the  Easy  Chair,  receives  Mr.  Ri]ier  at}ably 
at  the  feast,  and  proceeds  to  ask  all  kinds  of  ques- 
tions about  their  common  friend.  But,  of  course, 
he  soon  discovers  that  you  and  I  have  really  no 
acquaintance,  Mr.  Riper ;  and  perhaps  Doldrum 
pushes  his  investigation  so  far  as  to  ascertain  the 
precise  truth,  namely,  that  I  have  sent  you  to 
him  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Impy,  whom  I  scarcely 
know. 

What  is  the  inevitable  result  ?  The  discredit 
of  all  my  future  letters.  After  I  have  thus  intro- 
duced you  to  Mr.  Doldrum,  whenever  he  receives 
other  letters  from  me  introducing  other  Mr.  Ri- 
pers  he  mentally  remarks  that  the  letter  is  no 
evidence  Avhatever  of  any  acquaintance,  or  even 
^  knowledge,  upon  my  part  of  the  person  I  have 
sent,  and  consequently  Mr.  Doldrum  treats  it 
Avith  civil  silence.  He  may  receive  you  because 
you  have  rung  at  his  door,  and  are  in  his  parlor. 
But  he  receives  you  very  ceremoniously.  He 
does  not  ask  you  to  call  again.  And  unless 
David  Doldrum  is  very  much  changed,  he  will 
write  me  to  say  that  he  will  thank  me  not  to 
give  any  body  letters  of  introduction  to  him. 
Our  friendship  will  decline.  Very  probably  it 
will  expire.  And  Inigo  Impy  Avill  have  been  its 
assassin  ;  or,  rather,  I  shall  have  destroyed  it  by 
my  miserable  cowardice  in  declining  to  give  the 
letter. 

A  general  letter  of  introduction,  my  dear  Mr. 
Reter  Riper,  is  a  general  recommendation.  There 
was  a  gentleman  who  Avas  asked  by  an  acquaint- 
ance, as  Mr.  Impy  asked  the  Easy  Chair,  to  give 
a  letter  introducing  a  third  gentleman  to  a  friend 
in  another  city.  All  that  the  writer  of  the  letter 
kncAV  of  the  person  whom  he  introduced  Avas  that 
he  Avas  introduced  to  him  by  a  person  Avhom  he 
did  not  very  Avell  knoAv.  But  he  had  not  the 
courage  to  decline,  and  Avrote  the  letter.  The 
gentleman  to  Avhom  it  was  addressed  honored  it 
as  a  general  recommendation,  and,  finding  the 
bearer  a  pleasant  man,  invited  him  into  his  fami- 
ly circle.  But  by-and-by  the  bearer  bore  away 
the  daughter  of  the  gentleman  in  great  shame 
and  dishonor.  Who  opened  the  door  of  that 
home  to  Mr.  Lovelace  ?  The  coward  Avho  Avrote 
the  letter  of  introduction,  because  an  acquaint- 
ance asked  him. 

The  Easy  Chair  had  no  moral  right  to  give 
the  letter  Avhich  Mr.  Impy  requested.  And  the 
only  safe  rule  is  to  decline  to  giA'e  a  letter,  or  to 
state  the  exact  truth.  Then,  indeed,  as  Ave  have 
seen,  Ave  should  have  this  pleasant  kind  of  letter : 

"My  dear  Jonks, — Smith  Avants  a  letter  to  you,  and 
as  1  am  a  candidate  for  sub-inspcctof  of  clam-soup,  I 
am  afraid  to  refuse  it,  lest  he  should  orpjanize  an  op- 
position to  my  election.  I  trust  the  acquaintance  may 
be  mutually  agreeable.  Yours,  Jingo." 
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"My  beak  TiiOMrsoN,— Mr.  Gregory  Gimlet,  Avho 
brings  you  this  note,  is  a  fearful  bore,  and  I  giA^e  it 
to  him  to  get  rid  of  him.  I  shall  be  glad  to  recipro- 
cate. Yours,  faithfully,  John  Squash." 

"  My  dear  Sir,— Mr.  Samuel  SIoav,  of  Quetuuk,  is  a 
worthy  gentleman,  at  Avhose  house  I  staid  Avhen  upou 
a  business  visit  to  that  city.  For  that  reason  I  do  not 
feel  free  to  decline  to  introduce  him  to  your  acquaint- 
ance, and  to  beg  for  him  your  most  friendly  atten- 
tions. Truly  yours,  A.  Bat." 

As  the  Easy  Chair  has  already  said,  it  is  sure- 
ly better  to  decline  to  give  a  letter  than  to  Avrite 
the  truth  in  this  manner.  As  for  the  usual  man- 
ner of  Avriting  it,  the  less  said  the  better.  In  the 
usual  manner  the  first  of  these  letters  Avould  ap- 
pear thus : 

"My  dear  Jones, — The  Honorable  John  Smith,  a 
gentleman  of  great  political  influence,  and  a  valued 
frieud  Avhom  I  Avould  gladly  serve  in  any  manner,  is 
very  desirous  of  making  your  acquaintance ;  and  it 
gives  me  peculiar  pleasure  to  bring  together  two  of 
my  friends  in  an  acquaintance  Avhich,  I  hope,  may  be 
mutually  agreeable. 

"Yours,  very  truly,  my  dear  Jones, 

"O.  Jingo." 

The  Easy  Chair  is  sorry  if  you  are  ofl'ended, 
Mr.  Riper ;  but  it  can  certainly  endure  your  un- 
reasonable displeasure  much  more  easily  than  its 
OAvn  censure.  , 


It  appears  that  Mr.  Jenkins,  to  Avhose  labors, 
in  interviewing  famous  people  and  describing 
fashionable  entertainments,  the  Easy  Chair  has 
recently  devoted  some  attention,  often  invents 
his  entire  stories ;  and  that,  Avhen  he  informs  us 
that  at  Mrs.  Grundy's  beautiful  ball  last  evening 
Miss  Biddy  O'Grady  Avore  her  celebrated  yelloAV 
gingham  Avith  an  oA'er-skirt  of  green  bandanna, 
it  is  most  probable  that  Mrs.  Grundy  has  not 
given  a  ball,  and  that  Miss  O'Grady  has  not  such 
a  dress.  Mr.  Jenkins  recently  told  us  in  two 
newspapers — Avhose  only  aim  is  to  furnish  fresh, 
truthful,  and  trust-Avorthy  intelligence — that  there 
Avas  a  Avedding  at  the  house  of  a  Avell-known  gen- 
tleman in  the  city,  and  indulged  in  rhetoric  ap- 
propriate to  the  description.  The  gentleman 
presently  Avrote  to  the  papers  that  his  attention 
had  been  called  to  the  paragraph,  and  that  no 
such  Avedding  had  taken  place. 

It  Avill  be  useful  for  our  friends  out  of  the  city, 
therefore,  to  remember  that  when  they  read  of 
this  brilliant  reception  and  of  that  recherche 
Avedding,  of  Mrs,  Blank's  diamonds  and  of  Miss 
Dash's  liquid  dark  eyes,  that  they  are  indebted 
to  the  incomparable  imagination  of  Mr.  Jenkins 
for  the  delight  that  they  take  in  those  blissful  de- 
tails. Moreover,  Avhen  they  read  elaborate  let- 
ters from  other  cities  describing  persons  Avho  are 
in  no  sense  famous  persons,  and  Avhose  private 
life,  even  if  they  Avere  so,  is  not  a  proper  subject 
of  public  comment,  let  them  again  remember 
that  the  opinions  of  a  Avriter  Avho  is  Avilling  to 
traffic  in  such  gossip  are  not  opinions  to  be  re- 
spected, that  such  drivelers  are  in  no  sense  la- 
dies or  gentlemen,  and  that  there  is  no  reason 
Avhatever  to  suppose  that  they  are  acquainted  Avith 
the  persons  Avhom  they  describe. 

If  you  read  in  a  newspaper  letter  that  Mrs. 
Termagant  is  a  high-bred  lady,  and  tliat  Miss 
Montmorenci  is  evidently  unused  to  good  society, 
you  can  know  nothing  of  those  ladies  until  you 
know  Avho  it  is  that  describes  them.  How  much 
Avould  you  value  Bottom's  opinion  of  C'hopin's 
"Nocturnes?"  or  Mr.  James  Logan  2d's  judg- 
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ment  of  Tennyson's  "  Quest  of  the  Holy  Grail?" 
Only  a  gentleman's  or  a  lady's  opinion  of  gentle- 
men and  ladies  is  A'aluable,  for  they  only  can  see 
them.  But  they  never  write  about  them  to  the 
newspapers.  Therefore,  if  you  see  a  letter  of  the 
Jenkins  kind,  which  purports  to  come  from  a 


gentleman  or  a  lady,  you  may  be  sure  that  it  is 
a  forgery.  They  do  not  Avrite  such  letters.  In 
the  mean  time,  as  long  as  you  like  Jenkins's  lit- 
tle romances  he  will  continue  to  supply  you.  But 
don't  make  the  absurd  mistake  of  supposing  them 
to  be  true. 


(BM'b  fiteranj  fxtmk 


POETRY. 

THERE  is  a  certain  class  of  would-be  critics 
who  are  always  ready  to  exhibit  their  wis- 
dom by  oracularly  setting  aside  the  popular  ver- 
dict. They  tell  us,  dogmatically,  that  Beecher 
and  Spurgeon  are  no  preachers,  Mrs.  Stowe  no 
novelist,  Church  and  Bierstadt  no  painters,  Ma- 
caulay  no  historian,  and,  of  course,  Tennyson  no 
poet.  We  are  of  the  number  avIio  think  that,  in 
society  as  in  physics,  every  effect  has  a  cause,  and 
that  no  man  ever  attains  any  wide-spread  popu-  i 
larity  without  possessing  some  coi'responding  ele- 
ments of  intellectual  power.  AVe  think  Tenny- 
son deserves  the  reward  he  has  received.  We 
pretend  to  no  literary  horoscope  by  which  we  are 
able  to  decipher  the  future.  Whether  "In  Me- 
moriam,"  "The  Princess,"  and  the  "Idyls  of 
the  King"  will  survive  the  age  which  has  pro- 
duced them,  we  will  not  venture  to  say.  But  to 
have  moved  one  age  is  work  and  honor  enough 
for  any  man,  whatever  the  ages  to  come  may 
think  or  say  about  it.  The  flowers  of  the  com- 
ing spring  will  not  be  less  beautiful  because  in 
a  few  months  they  will  give  place  to  the  floral 
beauties  of  summer.  If  the  only  sign  of  great- 
ness is  the  possession  of  great  and  rare  experi- 
ences, Tennyson  is  not  great.  We  may  concede 
nearly  all  that  the  would-be  critic  says  about 
him:  "His  muse  is  dainty  and  delicious,  but 

it  is  not  daring  and  defiant  Alas !  he  is  no 

eagle.  As  we  have  said,  he  never  soars.  He 
twitters  under  our  roof,  sweeps  and  skims  round 
and  round  our  ponds,  is  musical  in  the  branches 
of  our  trees,  plumes  himself  on  the  edges  of  our 
fountains,  builds  himself  a  w^arm  nest  under  our 
gables,  and  even  in  our  hearts,  'cheeps,'  to  use 
his  own  words,  'twenty  million  loves,'  feeds  out 
of  our  hand,  eyes  us  askance,  struts  along  our 
lawns,  and  flutters  in  and  out  among  our  flow- 
ery parterres — does  all,  in  fact,  that  welcome, 
semi -domesticated  swallows,  linnets,  and  mu- 
sical bullfinches  do ;  but  there  it  ends.  He  is 
no  '  scorner  of  the  ground.'  He  never  leaves  us 
to  plunge  among  the  far-off*  precipitous  crags,  to 
commune  with  embryonic  tempests,  to  travel  with 
the  planets,  and  then  swoop  down  divinely  laden 
with  messages,  hard,  yet  not  altogether  impossi- 
ble to  understand. "  Granted,  Mr.  Critic  ;  but, 
pray,  why  should  he  be  a  "  scorner  of  the  ground?" 
By  virtue  of  what  authority  do  you  declare  the 
eagle  to  be  the  ideal  bird,  and  condemn  to  the 
place  of  "  third  rank"  the  linnet,  the  thrush,  and 
the  nightingale?  The  century  plant  is,  doubt- 
less, the  rarer  and  more  valuable  floral  specimen 
to  a  scientific  gardener ;  but  we  suspect  that  com- 
mon folk  would  rather  have  a  rose,  or  a  flower- 
ing geranium,  or  a  simple  lily  of  the  valley.  Of 
" far-off' precipitous  crags,"  and  "embryonic  tem- 
pests," and  "swoopings  down"  from  planets,  we 


have  a  great  abundance  in  the  poet's  corner  of 
the  country  newspapers.  The  very  glory  of  Ten- 
nyson lies  in  the  fact  that  he  finds  poetry  in  tlie 
common  experiences  of  common  humardty.  Mr. 
Critic  is  very  right  when  he  says  that  "  we  love 
him  because  he  is  ours."  Good  reason  why  we 
should.  Men  of  like  passions  as  we  ourselves 
make  better  apostles  than  the  Angel  Gabriel  ever 
could.  He  who  interprets  the  human  heart  to 
itself  has  done  a  good  work,  and  this  Tennyson 
has  done.  He  is  less  a  man  of  rare  thoughts  than 
a  man  of  rare  expression  of  common  tlioughts. 
An  anonymous  newspaper  correspondent  advises 
the  public  that  Tennyson  keeps  a  priA-ate  printing- 
press  in  his  house,  and  sets  up  every  poem,  and 
revises  it  in  proof  before  he  sends  it  to  the  print- 
er. We  can  readily  believe  it.  He  is  character- 
istically a  student  of  expression.  He  is  nothing 
if  he  is  not  fastidious.  His  power  lies  in  this, 
that  he  interprets  to  common  humanity  its  best 
and  purest,  because  half  unconscious  thoughts. 
There  are  myriads  of  men  who,  like  the  ancient 
monarch,  dream  they  know  not  Avhat.  Great 
indeed  is  the  prophet  who  can  both  declare  the 
dream  and  the  interpretation  thereof! 

But  the  greatness  of  Tennyson  lies  less  in  his 
power  to  utter  the  common  experiences  of  human- 
ity than  in  his  capacity  to  share  them  ;  from  those 
of  the  most  subtle  dreamer  and  doubter,  as  in 
"In  Memoriam,"  to  those  of  the  rudest  boor, 
as  in  "The  Northern  Farmer."  There  is  cer- 
tainly no  living  writer,  we  scarcely  think  that 
there  is  any  writer  among  the  dead,  who  evokes 
from  his  harp  so  many  different  songs.  On  most 
poets  a  single  muse  attends ;  the  nine  attend  on 
the  poet  laureate.  His  predecessor,  for  example, 
Wordsworth,  is  always  the  Recluse,  In  some 
sense  no  poet  ever  struck  a  richer  vein,  but  it  is 
a  single  one.  You  must  either  admire  Words- 
Avorth  intensely,  or  read  him  Avith  indifference ; 
enjoy  ne.arly  all  he  Avrote,  or  enjoy  nothing. 
Amidst  all  his  A'ariations  you  easily  detect  a 
single  luiderlying  theme.  Tennyson  strikes  his 
lyre  Avith  a  light  hand,  but  he  sweeps  all  its 
chords,  and  evokes  harmonies  Avhich  in  turn 
awake  an  echo  in  almost  every  soul.  He  is  a 
popular  poet  for  the  same  reason  that  Beecher 
is  a  popular  orator,  less  because  of  single  excel- 
lences than  because  in  the  circuit  Avhich  he  traA'- 
els  he  succeeds  in  touching  somewhere  almost  ev- 
ery heart.  There  are  other  poets  Avho  might  ])er- 
haps  have  Avritten  "The  May  Queen,"  or  "The 
Lotos-Eaters,"  or  "In  Memoriam,"  or  "The 
Princess,"  or  "The  Idyls  of  the  King;"  but  no 
other  man  could  have  Avritten  them  all.  The 
man  Avho  could  vie  Avith  Bunynn  in  allegory  as 
Tennyson  has  in  "The  Holy  Grail,"  and  with 
Lowell  in  broad  humor  uttered  in  the  radest 
vernacular  and  yet  the  most  rhythmical  meas- 
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lire,  as  Tennyson  has  done  in  "The  Northern 
Farmer, "  runs  with  rare  power  the  Avhole  gamut 
of  the  musical  scale.  It  is  this  which  makes  him 
so  widely  popular.  His  friends,  agreed  in  lov- 
ing him,  agreed  too  in  accounting  him  the  most 
uneven  of  poets,  are  never  agreed  in  their  esti- 
mate of  particular  pieces.  One  declares  that 
his  "In  Memoriara"  is  his  great  work,  but 
shrugs  his  shoulders  at  "The  Grandmother's 
Apology"  and  "Sea  Dreams."  A  second  is 
never  tired  of  reading  these,  but  shakes  his 
liead  in  despair  over  "In  Memoriam;"  while 
a  third  proclaims  it  certain  that  his  power  was 
never  foirly  tested  till  he  wrote  "The  Idyls  of 
the  King." 

For  several  reasons,  then,  we  greatly  prefer 
such  a  complete  edition  of  Tennyson's  poems  as 
is  afforded  by  The  Poetical  Works  of  Alfred 
Tennyson  (Harper  and  Brothers),  to  any  spe- 
cial work  like  the  Holy  Grail  and  other  Poems 
(Fields,  Osgood,  and  Co.).  It  is  not  merely  that 
the  reader  gets  more  for  his  money — poetry  is  not 
to  be  measured  by  the  line  or  the  page.  There 
are  poets,  a  taste  of  Avhom  is  just  as  good  as  a 
full  meal.  Indeed,  that  is  true  of  most  poets. 
No  man  needs  to  read  "  Paradise  Lost"  through 
to  apprehend  Milton,  or  the  "Task"  to  under- 
stand Cowper,  or  "The  Excursion"  to  know 
Wordsworth.  But  no  man  knows  Tennyson 
who  has  not  read  him  in  all  his  various  moods ; 
no  reader  can  judge  whether  he  likes  Tennyson 
till  he  has  listened  to  his  song  in  all  its  changing 
keys  ;  no  man  really  understands  Tennyson,  with 
any  measure  of  friendly  familiarity,  till  he  has 
studied,  in  the  development  of  his  poetry,  the 
growth  of  the  poet's  soul  from  the  shadowy 
land  of  a  sorrowing  skepticism  to  the  clear 
light  of  a  simple,  pure,  child- like  Christian 
faith.  This  complete  edition  of  Tennyson,  in 
fair,  readable  print,  on  good  paper,  with  illus- 
trations, all  of  which  are  creditable,  and  some 
of  which  are  admirable,  and  furnished,  in  paper 
covers  at  fifty  cents,  bound  for  one  dollar,  is  a 
remarkable  specimen  of  what  the  modern  art 
of  book-making  can  accomplish,  and  leaves  no 
reader  any  excuse  for  being  without  the  works 
of  one  who  is,  take  him  for  all  in  all,  the  great- 
est of  living  poets. 

Gerald  Massey's  new  poem,  A  Tale  of 
Eternity  (Fields,  Osgood,  and  Co.),  possesses  a 
certain  weird,  ghostly,  and  even  ghastly  power. 
Some  of  its  sentences  epitomize  a  world  of  phi- 
losophy in  a  few  words.  But  there  are  few  read- 
ers who  will  care  to  follow  Mr.  Massey  any  fur- 
ther than  to  the  edge  of  the  spirit  land  ;  and  we 
think  the  most  morbid  devourers  of  ghost-stories 
will  tire  of  tlie  excursion  before  it  is  finished. 
The  shorter  pieces  are  much  pleasanter  reading, 
and  some  of  the  sacred  lyrics  are  fine.  But  they 
are  not  buoyant  enough  to  cany  the  load  which 
the  opening  poem  imposes  upon  them. — We  do 
not  know  whether  to  congratulate  or  to  commis- 
erate Mr,  GiLHERT  Nash  that  he  is  a  man  of 
independent  means,  and  can  afford  the  luxury 
of  paying  for  the  printing  of  his  own  verses.  If 
he  were  not,  we  are  reasonably  sure  that  Jiay 
Leaves  (Nichols  and  Noyes)  would  never  have 
been  printed.  Not  that  they  are  positively  bad. 
Not  but  that  they  even  possess,  as  he  modestly 
thinks,  "  so)ne  merit."  But  that  is  not  enough. 
Commonplace  prose  is  pardonable.  Tiie  world  I 
wants  a  good  deal  of  prose,  and  is  willing  to  take  1 


not  only  old  ideas  in  new  dresses,  but  old  dresses 
with  new  trimming.  But  it  only  wants  a  little 
poetry.  And  it  Avill  not  turn  aside  from  Lowell 
and  Whittier  and  Longfellow  to  read  Gilbert 
Nash. — By  the  side  of  Russet  Leaves^  however, 
another  book  of  amateur  poetry,  by  James  Bum- 
mill  (J.  B.  Lippincott  and  Co.),  "Bay  Leaves" 
appears  like  the  production  of  a  very  Homer. 
Mr.  Pummill's  flowers  of  speech  are  so  very  old, 
and  his  poetry  so  very  dry,  that  Ave  may  very 
properly  designate  his  book  as  a  very  herbarium 
of  poetry.  —  The  Poems  of  Geokge  Alfred 
TowNSEND  (Rhodes  and  Ralph,  Washington, 
D.  C.)  have  the  ring  of  true  poetry  in  them. 
We  hardly  know  how  to  characterize  them. 
They  are  not  remarkably  subtle,  but  they  are 
never  morbid ;  they  are  not  profound,  but  are 
never  hard  to  understand  ;  they  are  not  passion- 
ate, but  a  glow  of  genuine  poetic  feeling  pervades 
them ;  they  do  not  impress  you  with  any  giant 
strength,  but  they  neither  lack  vigor  nor  grace. 
They  are,  in  a  word,  what  the  poet  himself  de- 
scribes them : 

•'They  were  not  grand,  I  knew; 

As  when  I  writ  them  I  do  feel  them  still; 
They  were  but  idle  pictures  that  I  drew 

And  shaped  to  measure  with  a  weary  quill; 
Yet  their  crude  Ijiucies  pleased  me  when  aloue 
I  couned  them  over,  feeliug  them  my  own." 

They  are  genuinely  his  own.  There  is  nothing 
stiff,  conventional,  borrowed  in  them ;  and  will 
please  many  a  reader,  Ave  trust,  as  they  have,  in 
the  creation,  pleased  their  author. 

HISTORY  AND  BIOGRAPHY. 

The  History  of  American  Socialisms,  by  John 
Humphrey  Noyes  (J.  B.  Lippincott  and  Co.), 
is  a  remarkable  and,  despite  its  origin,  a  valuable 
book.  We  say  despite  its  origin,  for  certainly  its 
authorship  does  not  commend  it.  John  Hum- 
phrey Noyes,  originally  a  revival  preacher,  then 
a  Perfectionist,  is  now  the  Patriarch  and  polit- 
ico-spiritual head  of  the  Oneida  Community, 
Avhich  is  held  together  largely  by  his  personal 
presence  and  executiA-e  energy,  and  will  hardly 
survive  his  death.  As  such  he  is  the  Apostle, 
par  excellence,  of  "  Free-loA'e,"  and  is  the  first 
author  we  have  met  Avith,  certainly  among  the 
moderns,  avIio  openly  avoAA's  and  seriously  de- 
fends this  doctrine.  In  the  Oneida  Communi- 
ty they  imagine  that  they  are  inaugurating  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven,  because  they  neither  mar- 
ry nor  are  given  in  marriage.  They  assert,  Avith- 
out  qualification,  that  "there  is  no  intrinsic  dif- 
ference betAveen  property  in  persons  and  property 
in  things,"  and  solemnly  declare  that  tlie  spirit 
of  the  (jospel  "  Avould  abolish,  if  circumstances 
allowed  full  scope  to  it,  exclusiveness  in  regard 
to  Avomen  and  children."  Within  the  confines 
of  this  new  Eden,  circumstances  do  allow  full 
scope  to  this  new  interpretation  of  the  Gospel. 
Tiie  names  of  father,  mother,  husband,  Avife  are 
unknoAvn.  The  possessive  pronoun  is  entirely 
abolished.  "The  intimate  union  of  life  and  in- 
terest, Avhich  in  the  Avorld  is  liYnited  to  ])airs,  ex- 
tends through  the  whole  body  of  believers  ;  i.  e., 
complex  marriage  takes  the  ])lace  of  simple." 
In  a  Avord,  the  evils  which  ciiaracterize  society 
are  abolished  at  a  single  bloAA^,  and  a  new  social- 
istic organization  is  framed  upon  those  princi- 
I  pies  of  community  "of  persons  and  things  ' 
I  Avhicli  luiAe  hitherto  characterized  only  the  dung- 


G12 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


hill  and  the  barn-yard.  It  is  the  prophet  and 
we  believe  the  originator  of  this  system  who  has 
undertaken  to  write  what  has  hitherto  been  un- 
written— a  history  of  the  socialistic  movement 
in  America,  He  traces  it  in  its  various  phases — 
Oweuism,  Fourierism,  Shakerism,  Perfection- 
ism ;  illustrates  the  Avorking  of  the  seventy-five 
or  eighty  socialistic  experiments  which  have  been 
tried  in  this  country,  of  every  grade,  moral  and 
social,  from  Brook  Farm  to  the  Oneida  Com- 
munity ;  and  finally  leads  his  readers  to  the  con- 
clusion that  socialism,  as  a  practical  experiment, 
never  can  succeed  unless  it  is  based  upon  a  relig- 
ious enthusiasm  strong  enough  to  dissolve  mar- 
riage and  disrupt  the  family.  He  has  written 
a  book  which  is  valuable  as  a  contribution  to 
American  history ;  a  book  which  can  not  fail, 
however  he  intends  it,  to  strengthen  the  reader's 
love  for  the  family  as  God  ordained  it,  and  his 
unutterable  aversion  to  any  and  every  movement 
which  threatens  to  disintegrate  what  is  the  unit 
and  foundation  of  the  social  organism.  No 
argument  for  the  sanctity  of  the  marriage  tie 
and  the  perpetuity  of  the  family  could  be  stron- 
ger than  one  which,  by  a  calm  and  dispassion- 
ate review  of  the  past,  compels  the  reader  to 
choose  between  a  true  home  and  the  Oneida 
Community. 

Mr.  John  B.  Gough,  in  his  Autohiographj 
and  Personal  Recollections  (Bill,  Nichols,  and 
Co.),  writes  as  he  speaks.  The  same  intense 
earnestness  which  renders  his  homely  face  so 
handsome,  his  ungainly  gestures  so  graceful,  his 
melodramatic  vehemence  so  natural,  imbues  his 
book,  which  flows  with  the  impetuosity  of  a  tor- 
rent. Once  fiiirly  launched  upon  it  you  can  nei- 
ther escape  nor  resist  it.  For  the  time  you  are 
a  cold-water  man,  whatever  you  have  been  be- 
fore, whatever  you  become  in  the  future.  You 
no  longer  v/onder  at  the  exclamation  extorted 
from  Soyer,  the  famous  gastronome — ''"What  a 
sublime  man  it  is!"  No  adjective  characterizes 
him  so  well  as  that  word  "sublime."  From  al- 
most the  day  of  his  reformation  Mr.  Gough  has 
devoted  himself  to  the  life  of  an  apostle.  For  a 
period  now  of  twenty-six  years  he  has  been  trav- 
eling through  England  and  America,  preaching 
the  Gospel  of  Temperance.  He  has  a  keen  ob- 
servation— sees  every  thing.  He  has  a  wonder- 
fully sympathetic  imagination — throws  himself 
at  will  into  the  condition  of  any  person  whose 
story  he  would  tell,  or  whose  character  he  would 
describe.  He  tells  a  story  on  paper  only  less 
graphically  than  on  the  platform;  and  doubt- 
less he  is  the  best  story-teller  in  America.  His 
book  is  as  intense,  as  graphic,  as  picturesque  as 
his  lectures ;  and  he  is  probably  the  most  popu- 
lar orator  in  any  English-speaking  land  to-day — 
the  most  popular^  we  say,  not  artistically  the  best. 
"Hell  Fire"  and  Lord  Shaftesbury  are  equally 
carried  away  by  his  peculiar,  his  indescribable 
eloquence.  Age  has  done  nothing  yet  to  weak- 
en his  enthusiasm.  What  it  has  taken  from  the 
intense  vehemence  of  his  youth  it  has  added  to 
the  tenderness  of  his  spirit  and  the  pathos  of 
his  address.  Long  may  he  live  to  proclaim, 
with  his  characteristic  conviction,  broad  charity, 
and  devout  Christian  faith,  the  duty  of  temper- 
ance as  the  handmaid  of  righteousness,  and  a 
necessary  preparation  for  the  judgment  to  come. 
And  when  he  dies  may  this  story  of  his  life  re- 
main, not  only  a  memorial  to  his  friends,  but  a 


Avarning  to  the  tempted,  an  encouragement  to 
the  downcast  and  the  seemingly  lost,  and  an 
inspiration  to  all  who  love  and  labor  for  hu- 
manity. 

Lady  Byron  Vindicated :  a  History  of  the  By- 
ron Controversy^  from  its  heyijininy  in  1816  to 
the  present  time,  by  Harriet  Beecher  Stowe 
(Fields,  Osgood,  and  Co.),  and  Medora  Leigh: 
a  History  and  an  Autobiography,  edited  by 
Charles  Mackay  (Harper  and  Brothers),  are 
the  latest,  and  probably  the  last,  contributions  to 
the  literature  of  the  lamentable  "Byron  Mys- 
tery. "    The  first  is  an  elaborate  statement  of  the 
considerations  which  persuaded  Mrs.  Stowe  that 
it  was  her  duty  to  tell  the  tale ;  a  precise  account 
of  her  conversations  with  Lady  IByron ;  a  pres- 
entation of  the  proof  of  the  probability  of  the 
truth  of  the  story  drawn  from  Lord  Byron's  char- 
acter and  career,  his  letters,  and  all  that  is  au- 
thentically known  of  them;  and  Mrs.  Stowe's 
explanation  of  the  kind  letters  from  Lady  Byron 
to  Mrs.  Leigh,  published  in  the  article  in  the 
Quarterly  Revieiv.    The  second  publication  is  a 
slight  volume,  containing  the  autobiography  of 
an  unhappy  Avoman,  Avho  Avas  supposed  to  be  the 
lawful  daughter  of  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Leigh,  but 
who  declares  that  she  Avas  the  daughter  of  Mrs. 
Leigh  and  her  half-brother.  Lord  Byron.  The 
story,  so  for  as  it  involves  some  kind  of  mys- 
terious relation  between  the  person  calling  her- 
self IMedora  Leigh  and  the  Byron  fomily,  is  au- 
tlrenticated  by  documents  which  the  respectable 
London  publisher,  Mr.  Bentley,  declares  to  be  in 
his  possession.    Medora  Leigh  says  that  her  sis- 
ter and  brother-in-law  first  told  her  that  she  AA^as 
not  Colonel  Leigh's  child,  and  Lady  Byron  told 
her  that  she  Avas  Lord  Byron's  daughter.  But 
the  bearing  of  her  autobiography  upon  the  "  mys- 
tery" is,  that  if,  Avithout  regard  to  any  theory  of 
her  father,  it  is  substantially  true,  it  ruins  the 
character  of  Mrs.  Leigh,  and  establishes  the  great 
probability  of  Lady  Byron's  story.    The  book 
AA^ould  not  be  Avorth  a  moment's  thought,  except 
for  the  letters  contained  in  it,  and  whose  authen- 
ticity is  not  yet  denied ;  and  in  any  case,  it  is 
a  most  painful  and  shameful  story.    It  must  be 
confessed  on  all  sides  that  the  long  and  violent 
discussion,  beginning  Avith  Mrs.  StoAve's  "True 
Story,"  has  settled  nothing  as  to  the  charge  it- 
self.   That  Mrs.  StOAve  invented  it,  nobody  be- 
lieves.   That  Lady  Byron  dreamed  it,  has  not 
been  established.    That  Lord  Byron  Avas  a  worth- 
less man,  capable  of  any  enormity  of  the  kind, 
has  been  long  and  very  generally  supposed.  That 
INIrs.  Leigh  Avas  a  Avoman  unstained  by  any  foul 
suspicion  during  her  life,  is  not  denied.  The 
only  clear  result  of  the  controversy,  as  it  seems  to 
us,  is  a  A-ery  profound  conviction  that  Lady  By- 
ron firmly  believed  that  she  had  been  unspeaka- 
bly Avronged  ;  and  a  correction  of  the  general  im- 
pression that  Lady  Byron's  Puritanic  coldness 
AA-as  a  half  justification  of  Lord  Byron's  reckless 
life.    iVpropos  of  this  controversy  may  be  men- 
tioned the  fact  that  Harper  and  Brothers  also 
issue  a  new  edition  of  Caleb  Williams,  by  Will- 
iA::\r  Godavin.    This  book,  Avith  Madame  Guic- 
cioli's  "Recollections" and  Moore's  "Life  of  Lord 
Byron,"  constitute,  Avith  the  books  mentioned 
above,  all  the  literature  of  any  moment,  except 
purely  transient  articles  in  the  newspapers  and 
periodicals,  Avhich  bears  on  this  unhappy  and 
probably  never-to-be-settled  question. 
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Despite  our  democratic  theories,  we  have,  occa- 
sionally, exemplifications  of  the  fact  that  talent 
and  virtue  run  in  families.    Among  the  literary 
and  religious  aristocracy  of  America  the  ftimily 
of  Alexander  has  a  prominent  place,  and  of  that 
ftimily  J.  Addison  Alexander  was  a  foremost 
member.     He  belonged  so  much  to  America, 
and,  no  less  by  the  catholicity  of  his  mind  than 
by  the  extent  of  his  influence,  to  the  universal 
Church,  that  we  could  have  wished  that  his  Life., 
by  11.  C.  Alexander  (Charles  Scribner  and 
Co.),  had  been  condensed  into  one  volume  for 
the  benefit  of  the  general  reader.    As  it  is,  while 
it  certainly  affords  a  very  complete  and  a  very 
pleasant  view  of  his  character,  and  gives  some 
glimpses  which  will  surprise  those  who  knew  him 
only  as  a  preacher  and  a  scholar,  it  must  be  re- 
garded rather  in  the  light  of  a  memorial  for  per- 
sonal friends,  and  an  important  addition  to  the 
history  of  that  branch  of  the  Church  to  which  he 
belonged,  than  in  the  light  of  a  popular  biog- 
raphy,— We  have  already,  in  our  February  is- 
sue, spoken  so  much  at  length  of  The  Life  of 
Miss  Mitford  (Harper  and  Brothers),  that  we 
have  no  occasion  to  do  more  than  to  record 
here  the  fact  of  its  publication,  and  to  say  that 
Miss  Mitford,  unlike  most  literati,  gave  her 
best  thoughts  not  to  the  public,  but  to  personal 
friends;  so  that  this  "Life,"  which  is  really  an 
autobiography  in  mosaic,  composed  almost  en- 
tirely of  her  own  letters,  may  be  safely  pro- 
nounced the  best  production  of  her  pen.    It  is 
carefully,  conscientiously,  and  remarkably  well 
edited. — The  Battle  of  Long  Lsland,  by  Thomas 
W.  EiELD,  published  by  the  Long  Island  Histor- 
ical Society,  of  whose  Memoirs  it  is  the  second 
volume,  is  valuable  rather  as  an  original  contri- 
bution to  the  sources  of  history,  and  for  its  local 
interest  to  the  residents  of  Brooklyn  and  vicinity, 
than  for  any  general  and  popular  interest  Avhich 
pertains  to  it.    As  a  careful  study  of  an  import- 
ant and  critical  point  in  the  American  Revolu- 
tion, it  is  alike  creditable  to  its  author  and  to  the 
Society  which  issues  it.  —  The  Great  Empi'ess, 
by  M.  ScHELE  DE  Vere  (J.  B.  Lippincott  and 
Co.),  is  an  historical  monograph  on  Agrippina, 
written  in  that  would-be  pictorial  and  excessive- 
ly unhistorical  style  that  disdains  all  dates  and 
authorities  and  prosaic  statements  of  simple  facts, 
so  that  we  do  not  wonder  that  one  careless  critic 
has  classed  it  among  the  novels  in  his  notice  of  it. 

RELIGIOUS. 
The  Protestant  world  owes  a  very  considera- 
ble debt  of  gratitude  to  Pope  Pius  IX.  for  having 
evoked  from  the  Carmelite  Convent  one  such 
man  as  Father  Hyacinthe,  and  from  the  bosom 
of  the  Church  one  such  book  as  The  Pope  and  the 
Council,  by  "Janus"  (Roberts  Brothers).  The 
followers  of  Luther  might  have  labored  a  long 
while  in  vain  to  give  the  inert  mass  of  humanity 
which  kneels  at  the  shrine  of  the  Holy  Mother 
such  Si  vigorous  stirring  as  the  Most  Holy  Father 
has  succeeded  in  giving  to  it.  There  is  nothing 
so  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  "our  Roman  Catho- 
lic brethren"  as  thinking,  and,  thanks  to  the  Jesuit 
Council,  they  have  been  compelled  to  do  an  amount 
of  thinking  which  must  seriously  appall  those  who 
have  been  so  heedless  as  to  provoke  it.  It  is  not 
an  ecclesiastical  controversy  which  converts  just 
now  the  holy  city  into  a  world's  amphitheatre, 
and  all  mankind  into  a  cloud  of  witnesses.  When 


the  Pope  announced  as  a  divine  revelation  the 
Immaculate  Conception,  the  Protestant  world  sim- 
ply opened  its  eyes  in  a  kind  of  amused  wonder, 
and  said,  "What  next?"  But  when  the  pious  and 
modest  successor  of  Peter,  not  content  with  the, 
keys  of  heaven  and  hell  which  he  had  inherited, 
demanded  the  restoration  also  of  the  keys  of  the 
earth,  which  his  predecessors  had  seized,  with  con- 
siderable other  booty,  in  the  Middle  Ages,  but 
which  had  been  gradually  taken  again  by  their 
rightful  owners,  when  this  Vicar  of  the  universal 
Church  demanded  also  to  be  Prince  and  Poten- 
tate of  a  universal  empire,  andpublicly  proclaimed 
a  new  reading  of  the  prophecy,  to  wit:  "The 
kingdoms  of  this  earth  have  become  the  king- 
doms of  our  Lord  and  of  his  Pope,"  it  was  quite 
another  matter.     Mankind  generally  care,  un- 
fortunately, far  more  about  the  keys  of  this  world 
than  about  those  of  the  other.    His  majesty,  the 
Emperor  of  the  French,  has  the  reputation  of 
being  a  most  excellent  Catholic,  but  he  has  no 
inclination  to  transfer  his  sceptre  to  the  hands  of 
the  apostle  who  retains  even  his  throne  in  the 
Papal  palace  only  by  aid  of  the  Emperor's  bayo- 
nets.   This  pious  prelate,  however  infallible  in 
matters  ecclesiastical,  has  not  shown  himself  so 
remarkably  successful  in  matters  political,  in  the 
administration  of  aftairs  in  Italy  for  example, 
that  even  his  own  prelates  have  cared  to  see  him 
undertake  the  administration  of  all  Europe.  And 
when  at  last,  urged  by  his  Jesuit  courtiers,  this 
prelatical  Canute  placed  his  chair  of  state  on  the 
very  edge  of  the  sea,  and  bade  the  rising  tide  re- 
tire in  the  well-known  declaration,  "They  are  in 
damnable  error  who  regard  the  reconciliation  of 
the  Pope  with  modern  civilization  as  possible  or 
desirable,"  no  wonder  that  they  who  loved  the 
Church  more  than  the  man  rushed  forward  to 
save  it,  very  sure  that  if  it  were  suffered  to  re- 
main it  would  be  swept  off  and  engulfed  in  the 
waves.    Father  Hyacinthe  and  Janus  are  not 
Protestants.    The  latter  is  said  to  be  an  associa- 
tion of  German  Catholic  bishops,  one  of  whom  is 
reported  to  be  no  less  a  man  than  Dr.  DoUinger, 
Professor  of  Church  History  in  the  Catholic  Uni- 
versity at  Munich.    Neither  of  them  has  any 
leaning  toward  Protestantism.  Ecclesiastically, 
they  are  good  Catholics.    Politically,  they  are 
not  Romanists.    They  believe  in  the  Church,  but 
not  in  the  Pope.    Descendants  of  Pascal,  they 
are  the  more  vigorous  and  earnest  anti-Papists 
because  they  are  good  Catholics.    Certainly  we 
should  not  know  where  to  find  in  Protestant  lit- 
erature a  more  vigorous  assault  upon  the  personal 
infallibility  of  the  Pope  than  in  this  little  volume, 
Avhich  is  thus  epitomized  by  the  Weekly  Review 
of  London : 

"The  substance  of  the  book  is  simply  this:  'Yon, 
the  Tope,  iufallible?  You  are  nothiug  of  the  sort. 
Many  of  the  Popes  were  totally  ignoraut  of  the  first 
lines  of  theology;  some  of  you  did  not  even  know 
grammar;  few  of  you  in  the  Middle  Ages  had  read 
your  Bibles ;  the  worst  of  men  have  sat  in  your  chair. 
For  the  first  thousand  years  of  the  Church's  life  there 
was  no  such  person  known  as  are  you,  the  modern 
Popes.  You  are  usurpers ;  you  have  gradually  drawn 
into  your  hands  all  the  power  of  the  Church ;  you  have 
been  latterly  a  line  of  greedy  dogs— dumb  dogs,  too, 
that  can  not  so  much  asoark — seeking  only  to  aggran- 
dize yourselves  at  the  expense  of  the  Church.  In  fact, 
if  you  were  abolished  altogether,  the  Church  could  live 
and  would  thrive  far  better  without  you.'  " 

Alas!  for  the  poor  Pope.  If  "weary  is  the 
head  that  wears  a  crown,"  what  must  his  be  who 
wears  a  tiara  ?  Are  there  not  times  when  he  longs 
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for  tlie  primitive  days  of  his'  great  predecessor  ? 
Alas  !  for  tlie  unity  of  the  Church,  which  ah'eady 
heaves  and  trembles  with  the  throes  of  the  earth- 
quake. Catholicism  is  tranquil.  But  the  Papacy 
'  is  as  a  reed  shaken  by  the  wind. 

The  Mystery  of  Life  and  its  Arts  (John  Wi- 
ley and  Son)  is  a  lecture  by  John  Rusk  in,  de- 
livered somewhere  in  Ireland — the  place  is  not 
mentioned.  We  dare  say  that  not  many  aud- 
iences gathered  to  hear  about  Art  were  ever  so 
surprised  as  this  audience  must  have  been  at 
this  discourse.  We  also  doubt  if  any  such  as- 
sembly ever  heard  more  wholesome  words  under 
like  circumstances.  There  is  very  little  about 
Art  directly,  for  Mr.  Ruskin  says  he  has  learned 
that  Art  must  not  be  talked  about.  But  there  is 
a  good  deal  about  the  mystery  of  life — not  its 
scientific,  but  its  moral  and  spiritual  mystery; 
that  which  appears  in  the  apathy  of  men  in  re- 
spect to  the  realities  or  possibilities  of  the  other 
world,  or  the  best  interests  even  of  this,  in  their 
necessary  ignorance  of  things  apparently  the 
most  essential  to  their  well-being ;  and  the  in- 
ability of  the  best  and  the  most  royally  gifted  to 
tell  us  any  thing  about  the  other  life  that  M'e 
can  trust,  or  that  will  give  us  peace.  And  the 
practical  mystery,  too.  After  six  thousand 
years  of  labor  and  sorrow,  how  many  thousands 
yet  unclothed,  unfed,  unhoused !  It  is  a  keenly 
sensitive  mind  that  speaks  in  these  pages,  not  a 
sturdy  mind — by  no  means  a  triumphant  one. 
There  is  less  clear  Christian  faith  than  one 
would  expect.  The  lecture  is  marked  by  Rus- 
kin's  characteristic  tone  of  disappointment,  and 
almost  despondent  sadness  ;  but  there  is  none 
of  the  objectionable  element  we  lately  noticed. 
Thoughtful  and  thought-inspiring  in  its  detail- 
ing of  the  mystery  of  life,  stimulating  in  its  ap- 
peal, as  healthy  in  its  council  as  it  is  severe 
in  its  rebuke,  the  lecture  is  not  great ;  but,  if 
rightly  read,  helpful,  with  a  wisdom  most  sadly 
needed. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
Most  of  our  readers,  probably,  will  remember 
seeing  at  country  fairs  an  artist  surrounded  by 
an  admiring  crowd,  and  with  nimble  and  expe- 
rienced fingers  cutting  out  the  profiles  of  ''sit- 
ters"' from  a  sheet  of  black  paper  on  the  table 
before  him.  This  black  profile,  placed  subse- 
quently upon  a  white  surface,  a  sheet  of  paper, 
or  the  wall,  produced  a  striking  outline,  if  not 
always  an  accurate  likeness.  This  primitive 
method,  called,  from  the  name  of  its  inventor, 
silhouette,  has  been  employed  by  a  young  Ger- 
man artist,  Paul  Konewka,  in  illustrating  Mid- 
summer Night's  Dream  (Roberts  Brothers).  The 
result  is  a  book  which  is  not  only  curiously  orig- 
inal, but  also  genuinely  artistic.  Mr.  Konewka, 
in  doing  so  much  with  so  little — in  producing 
effects  not  only  so  striking,  but  so  subtle,  Avith 
simple  outline — has  fairly  earned  the  right  to  the 
title  of  genius.  His  selection  of  a  theme  was 
admirable.  There  is  nothing  in  Shakspeare,  no- 
thing, perhaps,  in  literature,  more  odd,  quaint, 
weird,  impossible,  fantastic  than  "Midsummer 
Night's  Dream."  It  needed  for  its  illustration 
art  as  original  as  itself.  It  is  full  of  broad  hu- 
mor, and  it  is  in  humorous  effects  that  silhouette 
is  most  successful.  But  the  artist's  execution  is 
also,  we  think,  quite  equal  to  his  conception.  It 
is  shown  not  merely  in  such  comic  pieces  as  Bot- 
tom and  Snout,  and  Helena  and  Hermia's  quar- 


rel, but  in  the  vivacity  of  its  action,  as  in  the 
Faiiy  and  Puck,  in  the  real  grace  of  all  its 
forms,  as  in  Oberon  and  Phillida,  in  its  com- 
position, as  in  the  frontispiece,  and  even  the 
power  with  which,  by  action  alone,  it  portrays 
the  higher  passions,  as  in  Helena  and  Demetrius, 
or,  what  we  account  really  the  best  though  the 
least  striking  design  in  the  book,  the  full-length 
portrait  of  Helena  on  page  30.  That  startling 
effects  could  be  produced  by  silhouette  we  were 
prepared  to  believe,  but  not  that  so  many  differ- 
ent stories  could  be  told  by  what  we  may  perhaps 
designate  as  the  pantomime  of  art.  On  dit  that 
the  same  artist  is  engaged  in  illustrating,  in  the 
same  manner,  Goethe's  "Faust." — The  publi- 
cation of  a  "Library  Edition"  of  Abbott's  Na- 
tional Digest  (Diossy  and  Co.)  brings  this  work 
upon  our  book-table.  It  is  a  comprehensive  cy- 
clopedia of  the  jurisprudence  which  has  grown  up 
under  our  national  government.  The  acts  of 
Congress  and  the  decisions  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  are  abridged,  arranged  in  their 
logical  connection,  and  presented  in  chapters, 
each  of  which  shows  the  history  and  present 
state  of  United  States  law  upon  its  topic.  The 
work  was  prepared  for  lawyers  ;  and  it  has  enjoy- 
ed, for  the  year  or  two  since  its  first  publication, 
an  extensive  popularity  in  professional  circles. 
But  it  has  interest  and  value  to  all  who  desire 
to  study  thoroughly  the  course  of  legal  decisions 
on  national  subjects.  Thus,  those  interested  in 
inventions  and  in  literary  property  will  here  find 
epitomized  the  whole  body  of  the  American  law 
of  patents  and  of  copyright.  The  student  of 
politics  and  statesmanship  may  find  the  decisions 
of  our  national  courts  upon  constitutional  laAv, 
the  powers  of  Congress  and  of  the  States,  the 
limits  of  the  State  and  national  jurisdictions,  and 
many  cognate  subjects.  Those  Avho  have  occa- 
sion to  inform  themselves  upon  our  foreign  rela- 
tions may  find  the  views  entertained  by  our  courts 
upon  the  laws  of  war,  the  rights  of  commerce, 
the  rules  governing  capture  and  prize,  our  sys- 
tem of  neutrality  laws,  and  on  other  matters  of 
kindred  interest.  To  the  lawyer,  we  presume, 
such  a  work  as  the  present  must  be  chiefly  useful 
as  a  guide  or  index  to  the  numerous  volumes  in 
which  the  original  reports  and  statutes  are  con- 
tained. For  the  general  student,  however,  the 
"National  Digest"  is  a  satisfactory  substitute; 
and  it  may  well  find  a  place  in  the  library  of  the 
scholar  and  the  man  of  learning,  or  in  the  alcoves 
of  the  public  institution,  where,  ofttimes,  neither 
money  nor  space  could  well  be  spared  for  the  orig- 
inals.— The  Harpers  publish  an  edition  for  the 
student  of  what  are  doubtless  the  three  best  com- 
edies of  Plautus — Captivi,  Trinummus,  and  Ru- 
dens — with  notes,  critical  and  explanatory,  by  C. 
S.  Harrington,  professor  of  Latin  in  the  Wesley- 
an  University.  Professor  Harrington  has  avail- 
ed himself  of  the  labors  of  tlie  best  German  schol- 
ars in  revising  and  purifying  the  text,  and  has 
avoided  the  common  error  of  making  his  notes  so 
full  as  to  be  serviceable  as  a  "pony"  for  lazy  schol- 
ars. They  exemplify  remarkably  well  the  mot- 
to Midtum  in  parvo. — Clark  and  Maynard  pub- 
lish Elocution  and  Oratory,  by  Charles  A.  Wi- 
ley. Its  directions  are  very  few  and  very  simple. 
It  is  less  likely  to  render  the  pupil  artificial  and 
unnatural  than  most  of  the  similar  treatises  which 
have  come  under  our  observation.  Most  of  the 
book  is  devoted  to  selections  for  practice.  It 
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would  have  been  well  to  publish  the  directions 
separately  for  those  who  prefer  to  make  their 
own  selections,  or  whose  profession  gives  them 
about  all  the  practice  they  require. — Professor 
Comfort's  German  Course  (Harper  and  Broth- 
ers), in  four  parts,  comprising  both  the  scien- 
tific or  grammatical  and  the  practical  .or  collo- 
quial methods,  is  an  admirable  book.  Lucid  in 
method,  exhaustive  in  treatment,  comprising  in 
detail  every  thing  essential  to  the  learning  of 
the  language,  for  the  purpose  both  of  speaking 
and  reading,  and  forming  a  complete  library  of 
popular  German  philology  on  the  soundest  and 
most  practical  principles,  it  is  a  worthy  intro- 
duction to  the  study  of  what  is,  in  its  structure, 
the  most  scientific  of  all  modern  languages,  and 
in  its  literature  the  most  valuable,  and  is  fair- 
ly entitled  to  be  ranked,  as  it  has  been,  as  "  the 
best  text-book  of  the  German  language." — Of  the 
half  dozen  novels  or  so  that  have  collected  during 
the  month  upon  our  table  there  are  none  that  call 
for  more  than  a  brief  mention.  Onhj  Herself, 
by  Annie  Thomas  (Harpers),  is  the  most  origin- 
al, and,  on  the  whole,  the  best.  The  ordinary 
tale  of  tortured  love  is  varied  a  little  by  having 
marriage  come  first,  and  separation,  enforced  be- 
cause the  couple  are  yet  minors  and  the  marriage 
illegal,  come  after  ;  it  is  quite  refreshing,  too,  to 
find  the  step-mother  kind,  tender,  loving — a  true 
mother — and  the  step-daughter  wild,  wayward, 
and  at  the  last  a  wanderer.  The  ending  is  too 
abrupt  and  too  sad. — Kitty,  by  M.  Betham  Ed- 
wards (Harpers),  is  also  likely  to  prove  a  thor- 
oughly popular  book,  despite  the  fact  that,  as  in 
"Only  Herself,"  the  heroine,  if  so  we  must  con- 
sider her,  is  very  unsatisfactory.  We  hardly 
need  the  promised  sequel  to  teach  us  that  the 
woman  who  sacrifices  her  heart  to  her  ambition 
offers  herself  up  to  a  false  god,  who  promises 
much  and  gives  nothing. — Susan  Fielding,  by 
Mrs.  Edwards  (Sheldon),  is  a  conglomerate  sort 
of  story,  not  lacking  some  elements  of  power,  but 
unattractive,  because  it  has  no  really  pleasant, 
genial  characters  to  meet  with  whom  is  an  in- 
spiration or  even  a  pleasure. — We  can  neither 
commend  Puck,  by  Ouida  (J.  B.  Lippincott  and 
Co.),  for  its  moral  tendencies  or  its  literary  qual- 
ities.— In  Twisted  Threads,  by  M,  D.  Nauman 
(Claxton,  Remsen,  and  Ilaffelfinger),  the  skein 
•of  life  is  rather  tangled,  even  for  a  romance ;  but 
the  story  is  very  well  told  ;  the  semblance  of  a 
young  lady's  journal  is  remarkably  well  kept  up, 


and  the  "  twisted  threads"  are  woven  into  a  very 
satisfactory  pattern  at  the  close.  —  The  Rule  of 
the  Monk,  a  novel  by  Garibaldi  (Harper  and 
Brothers),  will,  of  course,  excite  universal  atten- 
tion. The  scene  is  laid  in  Rome — the  Rome 
which  the  famous  author  would  fain  release  from 
ecclesiastical  control — and  is  a  tremendous  ex- 
posure of  the  consequences  of  priestly  rule  as  they 
appear  to  him.  The  assault  upon  the  priesthood 
is  so  fiery  that  it  may  seem  to  many  unjustified. 
But  when  the  author  says  that  the  investigation 
of  the  Roman  convents  revealed  certain  iniquities, 
he  adds,  simply,  Guiseppe  Garibaldi  saw  them. 
The  book  is  a  true  Italian  romance ;  and  as  the 
work  of  the  man  who  has  taken  so  conspicuous 
a  part  in  recent  Italian  history,  it  is  an  CA^ent  as 
well  as  a  book. — It  is  rare  that  one  has  the  priv- 
ilege of  traveling  with  royalty,  and  witnessing 
how  kings  and  princes  conduct  themselves  when 
relieved  from  the  restraints  of  court  etiquette. 
This  privilege  is  accorded  to  the  general  reader 
by  the  publication  of  the  Hon.  Mrs.  William 
Grey's  Journal  of  a  Visit  to  Egypt,  Constantino- 
ple, the  Crimea,  Greece,  etc.  (Harper  and  Broth- 
ers)— a  book  which  would  be  exceedingly  enter- 
taining irrespective  of  the  peculiar  circumstances 
which  called  it  forth.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Grey  was 
a  compagnon  de  voyage  of  the  Princess  of  Wales 
in  her  recent  Eastern  tour,  and  kept  a  daily 
journal  of  their  experiences  for  her  family  friends 
at  home.  She  writes  with  a  colloquial  frankness, 
and  with  an  innocence  of  any  possibility  of  future 
publication,  M'hich  give  to  her  pages  a  peculiar 
charm.  In  truth,  for  the  publication  itself  she 
may  be  said  to  be  in  nowise  responsible.  She 
left  her  journal,  it  appears  from  the  preface,  in 
the  keeping  of  her  brother-in-law,  General  Grey. 
He,  without  consultation  with  her,  had  it  print- 
ed. Three  copies  were  struck  off — one  for  her- 
self, one  for  the  Princess,  and  "a  third,"  writes 
the  General,  "which  I  hope  you  will  allow  me 
to  keep."  Having  thus  stolen  a  march  upon  the 
unsuspecting  and  reluctant  authoress,  he  had  an 
advantage,  which  he  did  not  fail  to  press,  in 
urging  her  to  publish  the  book  which  was  already 
printed.  The  result  is  a  volume  which  affords 
at  once  the  most  charming  insight  into  the  inte- 
rior life  of  royalty,  and  a  very  graphic  picture 
of  the  Orient — a  book  which,  without  the  least 
affectation  of  fine  writing,  possesses  a  good  deal 
which  is  of  unusual  excellence  by  reason  of  its 
very  simplicity. 


(Biiitnr's  Irientilir  %im\. 


PRE-HISTORTC  MAN. 

IN  a  concise  summary  of  what  is  now  known  of 
the  early  history  of  mankind.  Professor  Vogt 
has  recently  stated  that  tiiere  is  no  longer  any 
doubt  that  man  existed  in  Europe  contempora- 
neously with  extinct  species  of  the  elephant, 
mammoth,  rhinoceros,  and  hippopotamus ;  and 
at  a  time  when  the  straits  of  Gibraltar,  of  Dover, 
and  the  Dardanelles  (as  also  the  island  of  Sicily 
to  Africa),  were  still  united  by  isthmuses ;  when 
the  Sahara  Desert  was  covered  with  water,  and 
there  was  a  sea  of  ice  covering  the  whole  of  the  low 
levels  of  North  (iermany  and  Russia,  and  making 
an  island  of  Finland,  Norway,  and  Sweden. 


He  also  maintains  that  man,  in  his  earliest 
condition,  was  in  a  savage  state,  inferior  even  to 
the  lowest  type  of  modern  tribes  in  Australia, 
Africa,  or  New  Guinea ;  and  that  they  were  can- 
nibals, as  well.  The  civilization  of  Europe  he 
asserts  to  have  been  derived  not  from  Asia,  as 
generally  supposed,  but  from  Africa ;  the  cul- 
tivated ])lants  of  even  the  comparatively  modern 
period  of  the  Swiss  lake  dwellings  being  of  Afri- 
can, and  especially  of  Egyptian  origin. 

Our  author  entertains  no  doubt  that  the  prim- 
itive man  was  closely  related  to  the  ape;  and 
tliat,  with  the  progress  of  time,  the  ape-like  char- 
acteristics gradually  disappeared,  the  forehead 
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becoming  more  upright,  the  skull  higher,  and 
the  face  projecting  less  beyond  the  cranium. 

NEW  ALKALOID. 
A  new  alkaloid  has  recently  been  found  in 
opium,  adding  another  to  the  number  already 
known  to  exist  in  that  highly  complex  substance. 
It  is  obtained  from  papaverine,  and  is  supposed 
to  be  even  more  powerful  in  its  physiological  ac- 
tion than  morphine. 

GLYCOGEN. 

Starch,  as  such,  is  no  longer  to  be  considered 
as  peculiarly  vegetable,  since  a  certain  form  of 
it,  called  glycogen,  first  discovered  in  the  liver, 
is  now  claimed  to  be  a  regular  constituent  of 
muscle,  and  believed  to  be  consumed  in  muscu- 
lar action,  thus  forming  the  fuel  with  which  the 
muscular  engine  is  worked. 

TEST  FOR  ALCOHOL, 

A  very  delicate  test  of  the  presence  of  alcohol 
in  any  liquid  consists  in  heating  it  in  a  test  j 
tube  with  a  few  grains  of  iodine  and  a  few  drops  1 
of  potash  solution.    If  alcohol  be  present,  iodo-  [ 
form  is  shown  as  a  yellow  crystalline  precipitate, 
presenting  the  appearance,  under  the  microscope, 
of  hexagonal  plates  or  six-rayed  stars.     It  is 
stated  that  this  test,  applied  to  the  urine  of  a 
person  who  has  imbibed  alcohol  in  any  form, 
will  detect  it  within  half  an  hour  after  it  has  been 
taken. 

PHOTOGRAPHING  ON  WOOD. 

A  new  method  of  photographing  upon  wood, 
without  danger  to  its  surface  from  the  use  of 
chemicals  employed,  consists  in  transferring  the  ! 
collodion  film,  after  the  picture  has  been  printed  ' 
upon  it,  to  the  surface  of  the  wood,  and  then  dis- 
solving the  collodion  by  means  of  ether,  a  me- 
tallic outline  being  thus  left  that  can  be  easily 
followed  by  the  engraver. 

EXTIRPATION  OF  SPINAL  CORD. 

We  are  assured,  by  some  recent  experiments,  j 
that  if  fi'om  one-fortieth  to  one-twentieth  part  of 
an  inch  be  removed  from  the  spinal  cord  of  a 
frog  in  the  winter  season,  it  will  afterward  be  re- 
produced, so  as  to  enable  the  animal  to  resume 
its  nervous  functions. 

ARTIFICIAL  COLORING  OF  WINE. 

It  is  well  kno'\^^l  that  wine  is  frequently  col- 
ored artificially,  for  the  sake  of  imparting  to  it 
some  approved  tint — this  being  done  by  means 
of  certain  vegetable  substances,  especially  the 
purple  flower  of  the  hollyhock  and  the  juice  of 
the  elderberry.  For  the  purpose  of  detecting 
such  manipulation  the  spectroscope  has  recently 
been  brought  into  use ;  and  we  are  assured  that 
if  no  absorption  band  presents  itself,  the  pre- 
sumption is  that  the  liquid  is  pure ;  but  if  any 
such  band  be  seen,  the  wine  is  liable  to  strong 
suspicion.  The  coloring  matter  of  the  holly- 
hock exhibits  an'  absorption  band,  as  well  as 
most  other  substances  employed  for  a  like  pur- 
pose, 

ARSENIC  IN  MENTAL  DISEASES. 

It  is  asserted  that  arsenious  acid,  or  the  com- 
mon arsenic  of  commerce,  when  properly  admin- 
istered, has  a  marked  elfect  upon  cases  of  mental  I 


derangement,  and  one  author  even  estimates  that 
about  sixty-six  per  cent,  of  all  cases  may  be  cured 
by  this  agent. 

EFFECT  OF  COLD  ON  GAS. 
It  may  surprise  some  of  our  readers,  who  have 
given  no  attention  to  such  subjects,  to  learn  that 
the  illuminating  power  of  ordinary  gas  depends, 
in  a  very  marked  ratio,  upon  the  tem])erature  of 
the  air  in  which  it  is  burned.  Thus,  it  has  been 
found,  taking  the  amount  of  light  emitted  at  65 
degrees  of  Fahrenheit  as  a  standard  of  one  hun- 
dred parts,  that  at  32  degrees,  or  the  freezing- 
point,  the  percentage  of  light  is  only  .76;  and 
that  at  4  degrees  above  zero  it  is  only  .33,  or 
about  one-third  of  what  it  is  at  65  degrees.  On 
the  other  hand,  increased  heat  is  not  accompa- 
nied by  a  corresponding  amount  of  light,  since 
the  temperature  of  boihng  water  causes  an  in- 
crease of  only  four  per  cent,  over  the  standard ; 
and  that  of  320  degrees,  or  of  boiling  paraffine, 
only  18  per  cent.  The  loss  of  ilhiminating  pow- 
er upon  the  application  of  cold  is  supposed  to  de- 
pend directly  upon  the  condensation  of  the  hydro- 
carbon vapors ;  since  at  a  temperature  of  4  de- 
grees a  solid  mass  was  found  congealed  upon 
tlie  sides  of  the  tube,  containing,  among  other 
substances,  benzole,  ammonia,  and  nitric  acid. 

PLAGUE  OF  MICE. 

We  are  familiar,  in  this  country,  with  the 
plague  of  grassho])pers,  army  worms,  and  other 
noxious  animals,  but  have  happily  been  spared 
from  the  devastations  caused  by  mice  in  large 
bodies,  such  as  not  unfrequently  have  ravaged 
portions  of  Eurojje.  Quite  recently  certain  parts 
of  Hungary  have  been  terribly  afflicted  in  this 
manner,  to  so  great  an  extent,  indeed,  that  in  a 
single  district  the  entire  crop  of  sixty  thousand 
acres  of  grain  was  completely  consumed.  In  an- 
other district  ten  thousand  acres  Avere  destroyed 
in  two  weeks,  not  a  grain,  nor  blade  of  straw, 
nor  root  being  left — entire  fields  having  been 
cleared,  according  to  the  statement,  "  as  bare  as 
a  floor."  Every  attempt  made  to  reduce  the 
hordes  of  these  animals  failed.  Ditches  were 
dug  and  filled  with  water ;  but  they  soon  became 
choked  up  with  the  dead  bodies,  the  number  de- 
stroyed being  counted  by  hundreds  of  thousands, 
and  yet  without  any  appreciable  impression  being 
made  upon  the  supply.  The  country  was  filled 
with  immense  numbers  of  hawks,  eagles,  owls, 
and  other  predaceous  birds,  together  with  foxes, 
weasels,  wild-cats,  etc.  ;  but  the  devastation  still 
continues,  and  there  is  no  telling  where  it  will 
end. 

HULLING  GRAIN. 
Various  methods  for  removing  the  husk  from 
grain,  by  means  of  some  harmless  chemical  ap- 
plication, have  recently  been  suggested,  so  that 
the  grain  may  be  afterward  pounded  up  in  a 
mortar  and  converted  into  bread  without  the 
necessity  of  sending  it  to  a  mill  to  be  ground. 
Besides  the  recommendation  of  simplicity,  it  is 
claimed  that  a  great  gain  is  accomplished  in  the 
saving  of  a  large  percentage  of  the  gluten  and 
other  nutritious  elements,  Avhich,  under  ordinary 
circumstances,  would  be  entirely  lost.  Among 
processes  for  this  purpose,  one  recently  patented 
by  a  German  inventor  consists  in  dissolving  two 
parts  of  calcined  soda  in  twelve  parts  of  water, 
with-  the  addition  of  one  part  of  caustic  lime  and 
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three  of  water.  This  is  to  be  boiled  from  one 
and  a  half  to  two  hours,  and  then  twenty  times 
its  weight  of  water  added.  Seven  and  a  half 
quarts  of  the  liquid  thus  prepared  will  suffice  for 
220  pounds  of  grain.  The  liquid  is  to  be  poured 
over  the  grain  by  means  of  a  watering-pot,  or 
otherwise,  and  the  Avhole  stirred  about  for  fifteen 
or  twenty  minutes,  during  Avhicli  time  the  hull 
of  the  grain  becomes  detached,  and  may  be  re- 
moved by  the  ordinary  methods. 

It  is  asserted  that  this  lye  does  not  penetrate 
into  the  substance  of  the  grain  so  as  to  aftect  its 
composition,  but  acts  solely  upon  the  husk.  No 
fermentation  is  produced  by  it,  even  when  the 
grain  has  been  moistened  for  a  long  time.  There 
is,  of  course,  no  objection  to  grinding  the  grain 
thus  prepared  in  the  ordinary  way.  The  fiour 
may  not  be  very  white,  but  it  is  claimed  to  pos- 
sess nutritive  qualities  of  the  highest  value. 

PYROPHOTOGRAPHY. 

Among  the  numerous  applications  of  photog- 
raphy to  the  arts  may  be  mentioned  one  called 
pyrophotography ;  or,  in  other  words,  the  produc- 
tion of  translucent  photographic  pictures  on  glass 
by  means  of  a  fusible  silicious  color.  A  mixture 
of  honey,  glycerine,  and  a  gummy  substance,  dis- 
solved in  water,  is  poured  upon  a  glass  plate,  form- 
ing a  thin,  sticky  stratum.  This,  dried  at  a  mod- 
erate heat,  becomes  hard,  but  possesses  the  prop- 
erty of  slowly  absorbing  water  from  the  atmos- 
phere and  again  becomuig  sticky.  If  a  quantity 
of  bichromate  of  potash  be  added  to  the  mix- 
ture before  laying  it  on,  its  properties  are  modi- 
fied so  that,  when  exposed  under  a  negative,  the 
illuminated  portions  lose  their  stickiness  and  be- 
come permanently  horny  in  texture ;  while  the 
shaded  portions  will,  in  a  few  minutes,  become 
sticky  again,  in  proportion  to  the  depth  of  the 
shade,  grading  off  from  one  degree  to  another  with 
perfect  precision.  After  the  plate  has  been  ex- 
posed to  the  light  a  suitable  length  of  time,  with 
the  negative  or  picture  above  it,  on  removing  it 
from  the  frame  there  Avill  be  no  indication  what- 
ever of  a  picture ;  but  if  a  very  fine  black  or 
brown  fusible  powder  be  dusted  over  the  surface, 
it  Avill  bring  out  a  fresh  and  accurate  representa- 
tion of  the  original  image  of  extraordinaiy  beau- 
ty and  delicacy,  becoming  more  and  more,  dis- 
tinct every  moment  in  proportion  to  the  continu- 
ance of  the  application  of  the  powder.  The  bi- 
chromate may  now  be  removed  by  washing  with 
water,  and  the  picture  placed  in  an  oven  and 
fixed  directly,  or  after  having  had  a  transparent 
coating  of  enamel  laid  upon  it. 

TREATMENT  OF  WINE  DURING  FERMENTA- 
TION. 

A  method  of  preparing  wine,  so  as  to  retain 
its  bouquet  and  alcohol  during  fermentation, 
consists  in  placing  the  must,  with  the  stems,  in 
a  vessel,  closed  by  means  of  a  lid,  into  which  is 
inserted  a  tube  ten  inches  long,  and  to  the  upper 
end  of  which  is  fastened  a  collapsed  hog's  blad- 
der. After  twenty-four  hours  the  fermentation 
begins ;  the  carbonic  acid  passes  into  the  blad- 
der and  expands  it  considerably,  the  alcohol  and 
the  aroma  remaining  behind.  After  six  or 
eight  days  the  bladder  collapses  again,  and  the 
active  fennentation  is  over,  and  the  wine  can 
then  be  drawn  off,  or  left  for  a  still  longer 
lime. 


SOME  OF  OUR  NATIVE  RESOURCES. 
An  English  produce-broker  calls  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  leaves  of  the  palmetto-tree,  done 
up  in  bundles,  and  without  any  special  prepara- 
tion, are  worth  about  $250  in  gold  per  ton  for  con- 
version into  fibre.  This  plant  is  abundant  in  the 
Southern  States,  and  can  generally  be  had  for 
the  gathering,  and  shipments  of  it  are  earnestly 
invited. 

Another  English  writer  refers  to  the  anomaly 
shown  in  the  exportation  to  America  in  one  day 
of  1200  bags  of  Sicilian  sumac,  costing  $125  per 
ton,  when  this  article  is  found  every  where  in 
the  United  States,  and  of  a  quality  and  com- 
mercial A'alue  from  ten  to  twenty  per  cent,  su- 
perior to  the  best  European.  Several  species 
of  the  genus  (Rhus)  are  abundant  in  the  Middle 
States,  and  nearly  all  can  be  used  to  adA  antage. 
For  this  purpose  the  tops  of  the  bushes  are  to  be 
cut  off'  and  dried,  either  in  the  sun  or  by  arti- 
ficial heat,  and  then  ground  up,  after  Avhich 
they  are  placed  in  bags,  and  are  ready  for  market. 
The  tAvo  poisonous  kinds — the  swamp  sumac 
or  poison  dog-AA'ood,  and  the  poison  oak — are  of 
course  to  be  let  alone ;  but  any  of  those  Avith 
pennate  leaves  and  producing  the  dark  reddish- 
brown  masses  of  fruit,  and  groAving  in  dry  places, 
can  be  collected  with  impunity. 

CHLORAL. 

The  subject  of  chloral  still  continues  to  occupy 
the  attention  of  physiologists  ;  and  this  substance 
seems  destined  to  render  as  important  serA'ice  in 
medicine  as  chloroform  does  in  surgery,  Cori- 
flicting  accounts  have  been  published  of  its  ef- 
fects upon  the  system  ;  but  from  a  recent  report 
to  the  Academy  of  Sciences  in  Paris,  Ave  are  as- 
sured that  these  results  are  caused  entirely  by  a 
difference  in  the  degree  of  purity  of  the  article 
used ;  and  that  Avhere  the  pure  hydrate  is  em- 
ployed, no  substance  knoAvn  in  medicine  is  more 
regular  and  definite  in  its  effects. 

One  test  of  excellence  consists  in  the  addition 
of  a  concentrated  solution  of  potash  ;  if  the  chlo- 
ral be  pure  the  solution  Avill  become  of  a  pale 
faint  yelloAv  color,  Avitli  the  disengagement  of  an 
agreeable  odor  of  chloroform.  If,  hoAvever,  a 
broAvn  color  is  produced,  Avith  chloro-acetic  A^a- 
pors,  or  any  others,  mixed  Avith  those  of  chloro- 
form, the  sample  is  to  be  rejected. 

It  is  said  that  the  dose  should  not  exceed  h\e 
grammes  (about  seventy  -  seven  grains)  for  an 
adult,  and  one  or  tAvo  fifths  of  this  amount  for 
an  infant.  It  may  be  administered  either  by 
the  mouth,  or  by  external  application  to  the 
skin,  Avhich  Avill  produce .  the  same  effect  as 
Avhen  taken  into  the  stomach.  Its  administra- 
tion by  hypodermic  injection  is  considered  dan- 
gerous. The  arterial  tension  is  increased  under 
the  influence  of  slumber  produced  by  chloral,  the 
frequency  of  the  pulsations  becoming  lessened, 
and  diminished  after  aAvakening. 

The  action  of  chloral  is  similar  to  that  of  chlo- 
roform ;  but  it  takes  longer  to  produce  its  effect, 
Avhich,  however,  is  more  prolonged.  The  gener- 
al result  is  to  produce  slumber,  rarely  accom- 
panied by  hyperiesthesia ;  and,  in  a  great  major- 
ity of  cases,  remarkable  for  a  very  decided  an- 
aesthesia, Avhich  Avith  the  doses  above  mentioned, 
according  to  age,  is  sufficiently  complete  to  alloAv 
of  the  extraction  of  teeth,  or  other  operations. 

As  a  therajjeutic,  the  hydrate  of  chloral  is  said 
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to  operate  as  a  sedative  in  violent  attacks  of  the 
gout,  of  the  pains  of  acute  or  nephritic  colic,  of 
decayed  teeth,  etc.  ;  in  a  Avord,  it  is  to  be  look- 
ed upon  as  the  first  of  the  anajsthetics  adminis- 
tered internally.  It  has  been  used  with  great 
success  in  cases  of  intense  chorea,  and  other 
nervous  affections,  where  the  rapid  motions  of 
the  patient  tended  to  produce  serious  effects. 

It  has  been  remarked  that  chloral  is  one  of  the 
many  substances  the  discovery  of  Avhich  we  owe 
to  the.  theoretical  chemist,  like  chloroform,  hav- 
ing been  the  subject  of  critical  investigation  in 
the  laboratory  without  any  therapeutic  virtues 
being  suspected  in  either  for  some  considerable 
time  after  their  discovery. 

PREPARATION  OF  OIL-PAINT. 
Among  the  many  improvements  in  the  prac- 
tical arts  that  have  been  announced  within  later 
years  few  are  perhaps  more  striking  than  the  new 
process  of  preparing  oil-paints,  by  which  the  old- 
fashioned  machinery  is  entirely  dispensed  with, 
and  a  better  result  obtained  in  a  much  shorter 
time,  with  the  least  possible  expense.  This  proc- 
ess, first  discovered  in  France,  is  now  carried 
on  there,  as  well  as  in  Germany,  on  a  large 
scale,  in  both  public  and  private  establishments ; 
but  we  have  not  heard  whether  it  has  yet  been 
introduced  in  the  United  fStates.  The  new 
method  consists  simply  in  mixing  any  of  the  or- 
dinary materials  for  painting,  such  as  lampblack, 
white-lead,  red-lead,  or  oxyd  of  zinc,  with  wa- 
ter, so  as  to  form  a  thick  paste.  This,  while  still 
diluted,  is  passed  through  fine  sieves  so  as  to  re- 
move all  foreign  or  hard  particles.  It  is  then 
placed  in  a  vat  or  tub,  and  a  quantity  of  drying 
oil  poured  into  it,  and  stirred  continually  for  a 
considerable  time,  during  which  the  paints  form 
an  apparently  chemical  union  with  the  oil,  and 
leave  the  water.  A  pasty  mass  soon  makes  its 
appearance,  which  falls  to  the  bottom  and  is  re- 
moved ;  and  this  is  afterward  treated  much  like 
fresh  butter  in  the  operation  for  removing  the 
buttermilk,  until  the  water  is  separated,  leaving 
a  prepared  paint,  which  may  be  diluted  with  oil 
or  turpentine  as  desired,  and  is  then  ready  for 
use. 

By  this  process  a  single  workman  has  been 
known  to  prepare  200  pounds  of  the  best  oil- 
paint  in  two  hours  with  simply  a  tub,  two  or  three 
sieves,  and  a  wooden  spatula. 

Lampblack  requires  a  slightly  different  manip- 
ulation from  that  used  for  the  other  substances 
mentioned,  as  it  must  first  be  moistened  with  a 
small  quantity  of  water  containing  about  ten  per 
cent,  of  alcohol  or  whisky.  It  is  then  to  be 
stirred  until  the  mixture  has  the  appearance  of 
fresh  snuff",  in  which  condition  it  is  to  be  mixed 
with  water,  passed  through  a  sieve,  and  treated 
as  already  stated. 

SALMON  IN  AUSTRALIA. 

The  interesting  fact  has  recently  been  establish- 
ed that  eggs  of  salmon  and  salmon-trout,  sent 
from  England  to  Australia,  have  been  hatched 
out,  and  that  their  progeny  are  now  stocking  the 
rivers  of  that  country,  and  are  likely  to  prove  a 
very  important  addition  to  its  resources  for  food. 
The  experiment  was  a  very  unpropitious  one, 
owing  to  the  great  heat  of  the  country  in  certain 
localities  at  particular  seasons ;  and  its  success 
may  perhaps  be  considered  as  a  good  omen  in 


regard  to  any  attempt  at  acclimatizing  those  val- 
uable fish  in  the  rivers  of  the  United  States  and 
elsewhere,  to  which  they  do  not  naturally  belong. 

The  attempts,  at  various  times,  in  Europe,  to 
raise  salmon  in  fresh-water  lakes  without  access 
to  the  sea,  and  with  entire  success  in  most  in- 
stances, are  Avell  known  ;  and  also  that  they  oc- 
cur naturally  in  Lake  Wener  in  Sweden,  a  sheet 
of  water  believed  to  have  been  formerly  connect- 
ed with  the  ocean,  but  cut  off  from  it  by  the  ris- 
ing of  the  land,  and  still  showing  its  maritime 
origin  by  the  percentage  of  salt  in  the  water  at 
the  very  bottom,  and  by  the  presence  of  marine 
shells  and  other  animals  that  do  not  belong  to 
fresh-water  localities. 

THE  AMERICAN  MAN. 

Mr.  Simoni,  a  French  savant  who  has  lately 
traveled  extensively  in  North  America,  reports 
to  the  Geographical  Society  of  Paris  his  belief 
that  three  successive  types  may  be  established  of 
the  American  man.  First,  the  fossil  or  primi- 
tive type,  found  in  different  parts  of  the  country, 
especially  in  California,  in  a  diluvian  stratum, 
covered  with  beds  of  lava.  Second,  what  he 
calls  the  intermediary  type,  to  which  is  prob- 
ably due  the  construction  of  the  mounds  in  the 
Valley  of  the  Mississippi  and  other  parts  of  Amer- 
ica. Third,  the  modern  type,  or  that  of  the  In- 
dian of  the  present  day.  He  thinks  that  these 
three  types  have  all  been  evolved  from  one,  and 
that  this  came  originally  from  Asia. 

As  bearing  upon  the  same  subject,  the  remarks 
of  Professor  Shaler  recently  made  before  the  Bos- 
ton Society  of  Natural  History  are  worthy  of  note; 
namely,  that  the  buffalo,  so  abundant  in  the  Val- 
ley of  the  Mississippi  during  the  historical  era  of 
North  America,  was  apparently  entirely  unknown 
to  the  mound-builders,  since  no  remains  of  the 
animal  have  been  discovered  in  the  mounds  of 
the  West ;  and  where  found  at  all  in  the  soil  it  is 
very  superficially  or  near  the  surface,  and  above 
the  level  of  the  deposits  of  the  salt-licks  and 
bogs.  This  statement,  if  verified,  may  furnish 
a  clew  to  the  age  of  the  mounds ;  but  it  must 
not  be  forgotten  that  the  buffalo  occurs  in  the 
loess  of  the  Missouri  Valley,  certainly  of  earlier 
date  than  the  mounds,  and  that  its  remains  exist 
in  great  abundance  in  Northwestern  America, 
along  the  Yukon  River,  where  it  no  longer  oc- 
curs living. 

BED  OF  SOLID  SULPHUR. 

The  recent  boring  of  Artesian  wells  on  the 
Calcasieu  River  in  Louisiana  has  brought  to 
light  the  existence  of  an  immense  deposit  of 
solid,  pure,  crystalline  sulphur  at  a  depth  of 
400  feet,  and  of  more  than  100  feet  in  thick- 
ness;  a  stratum  which,  perhaps,  has  scarcely 
its  parallel  in  geological  history.  The  com- 
mercial value  of  such  a  bed  of  sulphur  is  enor- 
mous, and  Ave  shall  doubtless  soon  hear  of  shafts 
being  sunk  to  that  depth,  and  the  mineral  taken 
out  in  large  quantities  for  the  market. 

The  rock-salt  formation  of  Petit  Anse  Island, 
on  the  coast  of  Louisiana,  which  was  discovered 
during  the  late  war,  is  equally  remarkable,  con- 
sisting as  it  does  of  a  bed  of  rock-salt  of  immense 
thickness  and  of  almost  chemical  purity.  It  was 
in  the  soil  overlying  this  bed  of  rock-salt  that  re- 
mains of  human  art  were  found  in  undisturbed 
strata,  and  several  feet  below  the  bones  of  a  fos- 
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sil  elephant  .  Specimens  of  these  remains,  as  well 
as  of  the  fossil  bones,  are  now  among  the  collec- 
tions in  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  in  Washing- 
ton. 

FOSSIL  REPTILES  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

For  a  time  the  envy  of  the  geologists  of  the 
United  States  Avas  directed  toward  their  brethren 
in  England,  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  discover 
numerous  specimens  (in  a  great  variety  of  genera 
and  species)  of  fossil  reptiles,  totally  distinct  in 
character  from  the  forms  of  the  present  day, 
such  as  the  Plesiosaurus,  the  Iclithyosmirus, 
the  Ljuanodon^  etc.  Within  the  last  few  years, 
however,  our  own  beds  have  proved  to  be  ex- 
tremel)^  prolific  in  such  objects ;  and,  thanks  to 
the  researches  of  Professor  Cope,  Professor  Leidy, 
Professor  Hayden,  Professor  Marsh,  Professor 
Cook,  and  other  gentlemen,  we  bid  fair  before 
long  to  attain  knowledge  of  as  great  a  variety 
as  is  to  be  found  in  Europe.  Fossil  lizards  of 
thirty  and  forty  feet  in  length,  and  even  more, 
have  become  not  at  all  uncommon  within  a  few 
years  past  in  the  principal  cabinets  of  the  coun- 
try; and  quite  lately  species  of  fossil  serpents 
of  gigantic  size  have  been  indicated  ;  one  of  them, 
as  just  described  by  Professor  Marsh,  reaching 
the  length  of  over  thirty  feet. 

DIAMONDS  IN  NORTH  AMERICA. 

To  the  list  of  the  localities  of  the  diamond  in 
North  America,  sufficiently  rare  indeed,  may  be 
added  that  of  Oregon  ;  since,  in  specimens  of 
native  platinum  from  that  State,  recently  sub- 
mitted to  scientific  examination,  this  valued  min- 
eral has  been  found  in  large  numbers,  though, 
unfortunately,  the  fact  of  the  crystals  being  of 
microscopic  minuteness  may  tend  to  detract 
somewhat  from  the  pecuniary  importance  of  the 
discovery. 

BIPROVEMENT  OF  GYPSUM  CASTS. 

Persons  who  have  occasion  to  take  casts  in 
gypsum,  for  purposes  of  science  or  art,  may  be 
pleased  to  learn  of  a  method  by  which  the  ap- 
pearance of  ivory  and  of  bone  may  be  imparted 
to  them.  For  this  purpose  the  casts  are  to  be 
exposed  in  a  stove  for  forty-eight  hours,  at  a 
temperature  of  from  about  250  to  350  degrees, 
Fahr.,  and  then  allowed  to  stand  in  the  air  for 
three  or  four  hours,  and  finally  immersed  in  hot 
white  varnish,  olive-oil,  melted  fat,  wax,  or  stea- 
rin, until  their  surface  is  completely  saturated. 
After  this  they  are  to  be  dipped  for  a  moment 
in  witer  heated  to  100  to  120  degrees;  and  tiiis 
operation  repeated  every  quarter  of  an  hour  for 
several  hours  ;  after  whicli  they  are  to  be  left 
in  the  water  until  the  desired  degree  of  hardness 
is  attained. 

DEVELOPMENT  OF  SILK-WORM  EGGS. 

An  aniiouncement  has  lately  been  made  to 
the  Academy  of  Sciences  in  Paris  which,  if  veri- 
fied by  further  experiments,  promises  to  be  of 
mtich  importance  in  the  rearing  of  silk-Avorms. 
M.  Duclaux,  the  author  of  the  communication, 
states  that  exposure  to  a  considerable  degree  of 
cold  for  a  time  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
formation  of  the  embryo  in  the  egg,  and  that  so 
long  as  tiie  egg  is  kept  in  a  warm  room  it  will 
fail  to  attain  its  proper  development. 

In  one  experiment  during  the  past  summer  a 


certain  lot  of  eggs  was  divided  into  two  parts, 
one  portion  being  placed  in  an  ice-house  and 
kept  there  for  about  forty  days  ;  the  other  being 
left  in  a  room  of  the  ordinary  temperature.  On 
the  20th  of  September  each  of  these  two  portions 
was  again  subdivided  into  two,  and  one  of  each 
raised  gradually  to  a  temperature  of  G8  degrees. 
The  portion  that  had  been  kept  in  the  ice-house 
has  lately  hatched  out,  while  the  eggs  of  the 
other  lot  had  not  even  formed  an  embryo,  and 
it  was  tliought  probable,  from  the  experience  of 
previous  years,  that  the  embryo  would  not  form 
until  subjected  to  a  certain  degree  of  cold. 

The  remaining  two  portions  have  been  kept  in 
the  ordinary  way  to  be  experimented  u])on  in  the 
next  season. 

It  is  inferred  from  the  above  facts  that,  Avhile 
exposure  to  cold,  either  natural  or  artificial,  is 
required  for  the  hatching  of  the  silk-worm  egg, 
if  the  length  of  time  be  insufficient,  or  the  degree 
of  cold  not  great  enough,  an  unhealthy  worm 
will  be  produced,  and  that  possibly  to  some  such 
condition  as  this  may  be  ascribed  many  of  the 
diseases  which  have  in  late  years  so  sensibly  af- 
fected the  raising  of  silk-Avorms  and  the  manu- 
facture of  silk. 

To  what  extent  these  same  conditions  apply 
to  the  hatching  .of  the  eggs  of  any  other  insects 
has  not  been  investigated  ;  but  the  sul)ject  is  one 
of  much  interest,  and  we  presume  that  experi- 
ments will  be  tried  and  their  results  made  known 
in  due  course  of  time. 

DEEP-SEA  DREDGING. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  a  re- 
cent meeting  of  the  Royal  Society  of  London 
consisted  in  the  presentation  of  a  preliminary  re- 
port of  the  British  Dredging  Commission,  Avhich, 
as  some  of  our  readers  maybe  aAvare,  prosecuted 
its  researches,  at  one  time  during  the  past  sum- 
mer, at  the  great  depth  of  about  three  miles. 
The  facts  ascertained  from  an  examination  of 
the  collections  made  have  surprised  the  whole 
scientific  world,  revealing  the  existence,  at  this 
enormous  depth,  of  animal  life  in  astonishing 
variety  of  species  and  remarkable  generic  forms. 

Contrary  to  expectation,  a  great  difl'erence  was 
found  in  the  temperature  at  points  at  the  same 
depth,  and  not  far  removed  from  each  other ; 
the  depression  of  tem])erature  (only  to  de- 
grees, Fahr.)  at  2400  fathoms  being  much  less 
than  had  been  previously  anticipated.  At  other 
levels,  however,  especially  between  the  Faroe 
Islands  and  the  north  of  Scotland,  the  tempera- 
ture was  registered  at  30  degrees ;  Avhile  another 
indication,  at  the  same  depth,  and  at  no  great 
distance,  was  43  degrees. 

The  hottest  bottom  temperature  was  found  on 
the  east  side  of  the  channel  between  the  P'aroe 
Islands  and  Scotland  ;  and  over  the  whole  of  the 
warm  region  explored  the  bottom  was  found  to 
be  covered  with  the  Globigerina  deposit ;  that  is, 
with  the  actual  chalk-producing  animalcules. 
The  animals  obtained  included  radiates,  molliisks, 
annelids,  crustaceans,  etc. ;  among  them  127  spe- 
cies of  mollusks  not  previously  known  to  exist  in 
the  British  seas.  In  a  single  haul,  20,000  speci- 
mens of  one  forni  of  Echinoid,  or  sea-urchin, 
were  brought  up. 

Some  curious  facts  were  also  ascertained  in  re- 
gard to  the  presence  of  carbonic  acid  gas  in  sea- 
water.    Thus,  while  at  the  surface  the  air  in  the 
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sea-water  contains  about  25  per  cent,  of  this  gas, 
the  rest  being  chiefly  oxygen  and  nitrogen,  the 
proportion  of  carbonic  acid  increased  -with  the 
depth,  until  at  700  fathoms  it  amounted  to  45 
per  cent. 

It  is  supposed  that  the  entire  chain  of  animal 
life  at  these  depths  depends  upon  the  chalk  ani- 
malcules referred  to  for  subsistence  ;  Avhile  these 
find  their  support  in  the  organic  matter  diffused 
througliout  the  deep  sea-water,  which,  as  shown 
by  analysis,  is  present  in  considerable  quantity. 

STONE  AGE  IN  AFKICA. 

At  one  time  it  was  asserted,  with  much  posi- 
tiveness,  that  stone  implements,  such  as  are 
found  in  most  parts  of  the  world,  do  not  occur 
in  Africa ;  and  many  plausible  speculations  were 
published  to  account  for  this  supposed  fact. 
Quite  lately,  however,  some  French  travelers  in 
Upper  Egypt  have  announced  to  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  that,  in  the  plateau  which  separates  the 
valley  of  Biban-El-]\Iolouk  from  the  bluffs  that 
overlook  the  Pharaonic  edifice  of  Deir-El-Bhari, 
they  found  an  immense  quantity  of  chipped  flints, 
covering  the  surface  of  the  soil  for  an  extent  of 
more  than  300  square  feet.  These  articles  ex- 
hibit a  close  relationship  to  the  well-known  forms 
so  common  elsewhere,  such  as  arrow-heads, 
lances,  hatchets,  knives,  scrapers,  awls,  ham- 
mers, etc.,  and  evidently  constituted  the  remains 
of  an  ancient  manufacturing  establishment,  in  all 
probability  pre-historic,  and  resembling  simihir 
ones  known  in  France  as  work-shops  of  the  Ne- 
olithic Period. 

PHYSICAL  CONDITION  OF  MARS. 

A  pamphlet  by  Mr.  Proctor,  a  well-known 
astronomer,  written  to  accompany  some  recent 
stereograms  of  Mars,  calls  attention  anew  to  the 
very  great  similarity  between  this  planet  and  our 
own  earth  in  many  points  of  its  extraordinary 
physical  condition,  and  infers,  as  has  been  before 
suggested,  its  entire  adaptation  to  the  require- 
ments of  living  creatures  such  as  those  that  now 
people  the  earth.  The  polar  ice  can  readily 
be  distinguished,  extending  its  borders  in  the 
winter  and  contracting  in  the  summer.  An  at- 
mosphere, carrying  clouds,  and  mists  with  def- 
inite qualities,  is  readily  appreciable;  and  the 
indications  of  rain  and  snow  are  not  wanting. 
How  soon  it  will  be  possible  for  us  to  determine 
the  nature  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  planet — 
since  we  can  scarcely  refuse  to  believe  in  their 
existence — is  yet  a  matter  of  uncertainty ;  but 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  time  is  not  very  far 
distant  when  we  may  arrive  at  some  definite 
conclusions  in  regard  to  them. 

FIRE-PROOF  CLOTHING. 

The  number  of  casualties  resulting  from  the 
accidental  ignition  of  cotton  clothing  has  in- 
duced the  Chief  of  Police  of  Berlin  to  make  an 
official  communication  to  the  public,  urging  the 
employment  of  certain  substances  which  have 
recently  been  found  to  have  a  very  satisffictory 
effect  in  rendering  such  articles  non-combustible. 

The  preparation  recommended  consists  of  a 
mixture  of  about  25  parts  of  tungstate  of  soda, 
and  three  or  four  parts  of  phosphate  of  soda, 
dissolved  in  1 00  parts  of  water.  If  the  articles 
are  such  as  require  to  be  starched,  they  may  be 
afterward  immersed  in  this  solution,  and  then 


I  dried  and  ironed ;  or  a  small  portion  of  the  com- 
bined salts  may  be  introduced  into  the  starch  be- 
fore it  is  applied  to  the  clothing.  Articles  which 
j  are  not  to  be  starched  may  be  simply  dipped  in 
!  the  solution,  and  then  dried  and  ironed.  The 
immunity  from  burning  of  articles  prepared  in 
this  way  is  very  great,  so  much  so  as  entirely  to 
remove  any  apprehension  of  danger  to  children 
whose  clothing  has  been  thus  treated. 

AREA  OF  ALASKA. 

At  the  time  of  the  purchase  of  Alaska  the 
area  of  the  country  was  estimated  at  577,31)0 
square  miles,  the  proportion  of  arable  land,  or 
otherwise  valuable  soil,  not  being  indicated,  on 
account  of  the  ignorance  of  the  country  general- 
ly which  then  prevailed,  and  which  has  not 
been  materially  decreased  since.  During  the 
past  summer  a  new  map  of  the  country  was 
published  by  the  Coast  Survey,  based  in  consid- 
erable measure  upon  observations  made  by  Mr. 
William  H.  Dall,  the  well-known  explorer  of 
the  Yukon  River  and  the  vicinity  of  Norton 
j  Sound.  This  has  been  the  subject  of  careful 
measurement  by  jMr.  Hanneman,  of  Gotha,  who 
'  announces,  as  the  result  of  his  final  investiga- 
I  tion,  that  the  area  in  question  amounts  to  582,867 
square  miles,  of  which  the  islands  constitute 
about  one-twentieth  part. 

MONTEVIDEAN  BEEP. 

Beef  is  now  offered  for  sale  in  London  and 
Paris  at  from  five  to  eight  cents  a  pound,  pre- 
pared in  Montevideo,  from  the  native  cattle  of 
that  country,  by  the  process  of  Mr.  Gorges.  This 
consists  in  soaking  the  meat,  in  pieces  of  from 
five  to  one  hundred  pounds,  in  a  mixture  of  Ava- 
ter  (85  per  cent.)  and  hydrochloric  acid,  glycer- 
ine, and  hyposulphite  of  soda  (15  per  cent.). 
After  a  time  the  pieces  are  removed  and  dusted 
over  with  finely  powdered  bisulphite  of  soda, 
and  then  packed  in  boxes  as  full  as  possible  and 
sealed  up  air-tight.  In  this  way  the  meat  will 
keep  for  any  length  of  time ;  and  it  is  rendered 
fit  for  use  by  simply  soaking  for  a  few  minutes  in 
water  to  which  a  little  vinegar  has  been  added, 
followed  by  a  moderate  exposure  to  the  air.  It 
is  claimed  that  the  meat  thus  prepared  is  equal 
to  that  of  a  recently  killed  animal. 

TARANTULA  IN  COSTA  RICA. 

jNIany  of  our  readers  are  probably  familiar  with. 
the  ap}>earance  of  the  so-called  "Tarantula,"  a 
huge,  brown,  hairy  spider,  of  the  genus  My  gale, 
found  in  the  warmer  portions  of  America,  living 
in  holes  in  the  ground  lined  with  silk,  and  with 
or  Avithout  a  trap-door ;  and  which  spins  no  web, 
but  captures  its  prey  by  running  it  down,  or  by 
leaping  upon  it.  This  is  sometimes  called  the 
bird-catching  spider,  from  the  well-attested  fact 
of  its  having  been  known  to  capture  and  kill 
small  birds,  the  humming-bird  especially.  Many 
stories  are  current  in  Texas  and  California  of 
the  venomous  nature  of  these  spiders — the  offens- 
ive apparatus  consisting  of  a  pair  of  sharp  claws 
with  poison  glands  attached,  Avhich  secrete  the 
venom  and  inject  it  into  the  wound.  The  amount 
of  actual  injury  done  is  very  trifling  in  the  Unit- 
ed States;  in  Central  America,  however,  espe- 
ciallv  in  Costa  Rica,  this  animal  becomes  a  very 
formidable  plague.  They  are  so  abundant  in 
certain  portions  that  the  ground  is  completely 
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riddled  Avith  their  burrows,  this  being  most  fre- 
quently the  case  in  low  meadows  and  pasture 
fields.  Here  horses  and  cattle  become  very  sub- 
ject to  their  attacks,  particularly  upon  those  por- 
tions of  the  under  surface  of  the  body  that  are 
more  or  less  in  contact  with  the  ground  when 
lying  down,  and  those  less  protected  by  hair,  as 
the  inside  of  the  thighs,  the  udders  of  cows,  etc. 
The  wounds  made  by  these  spiders  are  very  pain- 
ful, and  unless  attended  to  soon  are  frequently 
fatal.  An  especially  dangerous  place  for  their 
attack  is  the  region  immediately  above  the  hoof 
— a  wound  there  generally  resulting  in  the  slough- 
ing off  of  this  portion  of  the  foot.  The  usual 
remedy  is  the  application  of  salt  or  sulphate  of 
copper;  but  a  solution  of  sal  ammoniac  is  said 
to  be  more  efficient. 

THE  DEESA  METEORITE. 

Much  interest  has  lately  been  excited  among 
mineralogists  and  ])hysicists  by  the  peculiar  char- 
acteristics of  a  meteorite  which  fell,  some  years 
ago,  near  Deesa,  in  the  Cordilleras  of  Chili,  and 
which  is  stated  to  differ  from  all  others  known, 
in  combining  in  itself  the  characters  of  the  stony 
and  of  the  iron  meteorites,  the  iron  having  been 
injected  as  a  metallic  vein  into  the  stone,  or  en- 
veloping fr^igments  of  it,  as  if  thrown  against  it 
when  in  a  pasty  condition.  Specimens,  with  iron 
disseminated  in  small  particles  through  stone,  or 
vice  versa,  are  well  known ;  but  the  mechanical 
combination  or  apposition  of  the  two  substances 
in  the  manner  indicated  above  is  asserted  to 
be  something  new  to  science,  and  to  constitute 
the  first  instance  known  of  an  eruptive  meteoric 
rock. 

A  careful  chemical  examination  of  portions 
of  this  meteorite  transmitted  to  Paris  by  Pro- 
fessor Domeyko,  of  Santiago,  Chili,  was  recent- 
ly made  by  M.  Meunier,  and  shows  an  unex- 
pected relationship  to  two  other  meteorites — one 
of  iron,  which  fell  at  Caille,  in  the  Maritime 
Alps ;  the  other  of  stone,  picked  up  at  Setif,  in 
Algiers,  June  9,  18G7.  From  the  close  resem- 
blance in  composition  of  the  iron  and  stone  por- 
tions, respectively,  of  the  Deesa  meteorite  to  the 
two  just  mentioned,  the  inference  is  derived  that 
all  may  be  fragments  of  the  same  celestial  body, 
but  falling  to  the  earth  on  widely  remote  locali- 
ties. 

Some  interesting  conclusions  are  presented  by 
M.  Meunier,  in  his  memoir  on  the  Deesa  mete- 
orite, wliicii  ajjpear  to  be  worthy  of  attention, 
lie  thinks  that  all  meteoric  masses  are  to  be  con- 
sidered as  fragments  of  some  heaveidy  body  ([)cr- 
haps  of  several^  formerly  revolving  entire  around 
the  earth,  or  even  the  moon,  and  possibly  once 
the  seat  of  life.  As  the  original  heat  of  this  body 
was  given  off,  it  contracted  in  cooling,  and  final- 
ly split  into  fragments,  which  arranged  them- 
selves in  zones  according  to  their  material,  and 
continued  in  their  original  orbit.  JJttle  by  lit- 
tle, as  these  fragments  were  subjected  to  the  in- 
fluence of  tlie  earth's  attraction,  they  gravitated 
toward  it — the  smaller  particles  burning  up  be- 
fore reaching  its  surface ;  the  larger  falling  as 
meteoric  irons  and  meteoric  stones.  Mr.  Meunier 
reminds  us  that,  while  iron  meteorites  were  for- 
merly best  known,  occurring  almost  exclusively, 
at  the  present  day  they  consist  almost  entirely  of 
stone ;  and  of  late  a  new  class  of  carbonaceous 
meteorites  has  made  its  appearance.    From  this 


I  he  infers  that  the  iron  formed  one  layer  of  the 
!  zone  of  fragments  referred  to,  and  was  first  drawn 
off;  and  that  hitherto-unknown  varieties  may  be 
looked  for  in  the  future. 

Finally,  M.  Meunier  sees  in  different  heaven- 
ly bodies  evidence  of  the  succession  of  changes 
suggested  as  occurring  in  the  above  original  me- 
teoric globe.  In  the  sun  he  finds  the  incandes- 
cent stage.  In  the  earth  the  equilibrium  between 
different  forces  is  maintained,  so  that  life  on  its 
surface  is  possible.  The  moon  is  a  worn-out 
world — all  its  forces  exhausted,  or  nearly  so,  and 
it  will  ultimately  go  to  pieces  as  stated — a  physic- 
al condition  to  be  imitated  by  our  own  globe  in 
the  distant  future. 

GOLD  IN  LAPLAND. 

It  is  stated  that  gold,  in  considerable  quantity, 
has  lately  been  discovered  in  Lapland  by  two 
Russians,  who  have  applied  to  their  government 
for  authority  to  gather  it.  They  made  the  dis- 
covery last  summer,  but  were  obliged  to  leave 
the  coimtry  soon  after  on  account  of  want  of 
provisions. 

FUNCTIONS  OF  LEAVES  OF  PLANTS. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  leaves  of  plants  per- 
form an  important  function,  both  in  the  evaj)ora- 
tion  of  water  and  in  the  decomposition  of  car- 
bonic acid,  the  two  processes  proceeding  contem- 
poraneously, and  both  determined  by  the  degree 
and  character  of  the  light  to  which  the  leaves  are 
exposed  rather  than  by  the  temperature.  Certain 
rays  of  light  appear  to  develop  these  properties 
of  the  leaves  more  than  others,  the  experiments 
showing  that  under  the  influence*of  yellow  light 
twenty-six  per  cent,  of  gas  was  evolved,  while 
under  that  of  blue  rays  of  the  same  intensity  not 
quite  six  per  cent,  was  thrown  off. 

INDEX  TO  SCIENTIFIC  MEMOIRS. 

In  the  immense  number  of  memoirs  and  arti- 
cles, as  well  as  of  entire  volumes,  devoted  to  the 
elucidation  of  some  subject  of  physical  and  nat- 
ural science,  it  has  become  almost  impossible  for 
any  one  specialist  to  make  himself  familiar  with 
the  literature  of  his  branch  of  research,  the  pub- 
lications necessary  to  keep  him  posted  in  its 
progress  bemg  printed  in  many  different  lan- 
guages and  at  widely  remote  points.  The  im- 
portance, therefore,  of  well-digested  indexes  to 
the  literature  of  science  can  scarcely  be  over- 
estimated in  the  amount  of  relief  fiu-nished  to 
students,  enabling  them  to  know  to  what  works 
reference  should  be  made,  and  how  far  they  have 
at  hand  the  materials  for  study.  Several  works 
of  this  kind  have  appeared  from  time  to  time; 
the  most  important,  as  far  as  natural  history  is 
concerned,  being  the  "Bibliography  of  Zoology," 
prepared  by  Professor  Agassiz,  and  published  by 
the  liay  Society  of  London,  and  the  "Natural 
History  Bibliography"  of  Kngelmann  and  Carus. 
For  some  years  past  the  Royal  Society  of  Lon- 
don has  been  engaged  in  the  com])ilation  of  an 
exhaustive  work  of  a  similar  nature,  embracing 
all  branches  of  science  in  its  sco])e;  and  of  this 
three  large  quarto  volumes  have  already  ap- 
peared, covering,  however,  only  a  few  letters  of 
the  alj)habet  in  the  classification  of  the  titles  by 
authors.  Negotiations  have  just  been  completed 
by  the  Society  for  the  preparation  of  an  alpha- 
betical index  of  subjects  embraced  in  this  bibli- 
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ography  ;  and  the  work  having  been  intrusted  to 
Mr.  Victor  Carus,  of  Leipsic,  the  appearance  of 
the  first  part  may  soon  be  looked  for.  It  is  grat- 
ifying to  learn  that  to  an  American  we  owe  the 
initiation  of  the  important  work  of  the  Royal  k;o- 
ciety,  the  introduction  to  the  first  volume  stating 
that  it  was  undertaken  in  consequence  of  a  sug- 
gestion made  by  Professor  Henry,  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  to  the  British  Association  for 
the  Advancement  of  Science. 

KED  CORPUSCLES  OF  THE  BLOOD. 

The  differences  in  the  size  and  shape  of  the  cor- 
puscles of  the  blood  has  been  a  favorite  subject 
of  investigation  on  the  part  of  microscopical  ob- 
servers ;  and  various  generalizations  have  been 
made  and  published  for  the  purpose  of  establish- 
ing a  definite  system  in  regard  to  these  varia- 
tions. 

During  a  recent  lecture  on  the  subject  by  Pro- 
fessor Gulliver,  a  gentleman  who  has  been  very 
intimately  associated  with  the  progress  of  discov- 
ery in  regard  to  these  bodies,  it  was  stated  that, 
contrary  to  the  generally  received  opinion,  there 
is  a  definite  relationship  between  the  size  of  an 
animal  and  its  blood  corpuscles.  The  lecturer 
showed  that  while  the  old  theory  might  be  true, 
when  species  of  different  orders  were  compared, 
it  was  not  the  fact  in  relation  to  species  of  the 
same  order  or  family.  Thus,  while  in  the  mouse 
we  find  corpuscles  larger  than  those  of  the  horse, 
yet  we  find  that  among  the  rodents  themselves, 
the  largest  species  have  the  largest  corpuscles  ; 
and  so  in  other  instances. 

In  the  mammal,  the  corpuscles  were  stated  to 
be  circular,  witli  the  single  exception  of  the  camel 
tribe,  where  they  are  oval.  The  largest  are 
found  in  the  great  ant-eater,  the  two-toed  sloth, 
and  the  capybara,  the  largest  of  their  respective 
orders.  The  ruminants  have  the  smallest  cor- 
puscles ;  and  of  these,  the  smallest  genus,  that 
of  the  musk-deer,  has  the  least  of  all.  In  birds, 
the  corpuscles  are  all  oval,  and  vary  but  little  in 
shape,  although  the  same  rule  in  regard  to  size 
prevails  here  as  in  the  mammals.  In  reptiles, 
where  they  are  oval,  the  variation  in  size  is  ex- 
traordinary ;  the  smallest  being  in  some  of  the 
scaly  species,  the  largest  in  the  Proteus  of  Aus- 
tria, the  Giant  Salamander  of  Japan,  and  some 
peculiar  American  forms.  In  fishes,  there  is  con- 
siderable diversity  in  the  diflferent  orders,  both  in 
shape  and  size.  The  red  corpuscle  of  the  mam- 
mal differs  from  that  of  the  other  three  classes 
in  wanting  the  nucleus  characteristic  of  the  rest, 
as  well  as  by  its  comparatively  small  size.  For 
this  reason  the  lecturer  divided  the  vertebrates 
into  two  chrsses — the  oviparous  vertebrates  and 
the  mammals. 

PROTOPLASM. 

The  subject  of  '"'■protoplasm,''  a  term  intended 
to  express  the  original  material  out  of  which  ani- 
mal and  vegetable  substances  are  formed,  has 
been  a  "bone  of  contention"  among  naturalists 
and  theologians  ever  since  the  publication  of  cer- 
tain lectures  and  articles  relative  to  it  by  Profess- 
or Huxley ;  and  from  England  to  Australia  the 
matter  has  attracted  great  attention,  and  caused 
much  animated,  and  even  acrimonious,  discus- 
sion. 

In  a  recent  lecture  Professor  Huxley  repeats 
his  former  propositions,  with  some  modifications. 


and  announces  protoplasm  to  be  a  complex  body, 
consisting  almost  entirely  of  carbon,  hydrogen, 
oxygen,  and  nitrogen.  Ordinary  plants  are  made 
up  of  masses  of  protoplasm,  each  having  a  Avooden 
case,  and  associated  together.  Animals  consist 
of  similar  masses  of  protoplasm,  not  inclosed  in 
wooden  cases,  but  embodied  in  other  matter, 
which  results  in  the  modification  of  protoplasm. 
Both  animals  and  plants  feed,  grow,  multiply, 
and  die,  and  are  then  resolved  into  simple  com- 
pounds, which  are  chiefly  carbonic  acid,  water, 
and  ammonia.  Ordinary  animals  can  not  make 
protoplasm,  but  must  be  supplied  with  it.  Ordi- 
nary plants,  on  the  other  hand,  can  make  it  from 
carlDonic  acid,  water,  and  ammonia.  The  mat- 
ter contained  in  living  bodies  is  continually  un- 
dergoing a  circulation  from  the  non-living  world 
through  the  living  world,  back  again  to  the  non- 
living world. 

HAY-FEVER. 

Few  of  our  readers  are  without  some  experi- 
ence, either  in  themselves  or  through  their  friends, 
of  the  distressing  affection  known  as  "  hay-fever," 
or  "rose-cold,"  a  kind  of  catarrh  which  appears, 
.year  after  year,  in  the  same  person  at  about  the 
same  period  of  the  summer  season.  An  eminent 
microscopist,  troubled  with  this  complaint,  has  re- 
cently announced  his  belief  that  it  is  caused  by 
the  development,  at  the  season  indicated,  of  vi- 
brios, a  peculiar  form  of  low  organic  life  well 
known  to  microscopists.  They  appeared  to  him 
to  be  developed  in  the  cavities  and  recesses  con- 
nected with  the.  nose,  although  not  in  the  nose 
itself,  since  its  ordinary  secretion  did  not  contain 
them,  and  they  were  only  found  when  a  violent 
sneezing,  or  blowing  of  the  nose,  took  place.  If 
this  be  the  fact,  it  is  quite  probable  tliat  the  true 
cure  for  the  disease  is  to  be  found  in  the  snuffing 
up  of  the  vapor  of  carbolic  acid  ;  this  substance 
having  the  property  of  destroying  the  vitality  of 
microscopic  growths,  and  preventing  tlieir  multi- 
plication. 

POISONOUS  MILK. 

A  curious  instance  of  vicarious  poisoning  has 
recently  been  announced  from  Nicaragua.  It  ap- 
pears that  the  cows  belonging  to  a  certain  mining 
establishment  obtained  access  to  Avater  contained 
in  a  trough  in  which  mercury  was  occasionally 
washed,  and  persons  drinking  the  milk  of  these 
cows  became  severely  salivated.  The  cause  of 
this  sickness  was  not  discovered  for  some  time, 
the  cows  themselves  at  first  not  shoAAing  any 
particular  symptoms  of  distress,  although  subse- 
quently they  became  reduced  in  condition,  and 
their  gums  much  swollen  ;  and  some,  though  not 
all,  afterward  died.  Distinct  traces  of  mercury 
were  found  in  the  milk  by  analysis. 

GIANT  SALAMANDER. 

Among  other  great  curiosities  of  the  Royal 
Museum  at  Leyden  a  living  Giant  Salamander 
of  Japan  was  for  many  years  not  the  least,  speci- 
mens having  been  brought  from  that  country  by 
Dr.  Von  Siebold,  a  Avell-known  explorer.  Much 
interest  attached  to  this  species  from  the  fact  of 
its  close  relationship  to  a  fossil  animal,  which 
was  called  by  Scheuchzer,  homo  diluvii  testis,  or 
"a  petrified  man,  a  witness  of  the  flood."  An- 
other living  ally  of  the  latter  is  a  very  ill-favored 
animal  found  in  the  Alleghany  and  other  West- 
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em  rivers,  and  called  by  the  people  "alligator" 
or  "  hell  bender." 

Quite  recently  a  specimen  of  the  Japanese  sal- 
amander has  been  sent  to  Europe,  and  is  now  in 
the  museum  at  Milan  ;  and  measuring,  as  it  does, 
more  than  five  feet  in  length,  it  is  claimed  to  be 
the  largest  animal  of  this  class  ever  seen  in  mod- 
ern times. 

EARTHQUAKE  WAVES  IN  THE  PACIFIC. 

Professor  Hochstetter  has  lately  published  an 
investigation  of  the  phenomena. presented  by  the 
great  wave  of  the  Pacific  consequent  upon  the 
earthquake  of  the  13th  of  August,  18G8,  off  the 
coast  of  Peru.  This  wave  was  propagated  with 
varying  velocity,  until  it  passed  over  the  entire 
extent  of  the  ocean  ;  and  the  rate  of  its  motion, 
or  the  time  occupied  in  passing  over  a  given 
space,  has  been  used  by  Professor  Hochstetter  as 
a  measure  for  determining  the  average  dei)th  of 
the  sea  in  different  localities ;  since  the  speed  was 
more  rapid  where  the  depth  of  the  ocean  was 
the  greater,  and  retarded  where  the  bed  of  the 
sea  was  comparatively  shallow. 

This  wave  reached  the  Sandwich  Islands  in 
about  seven  hours ;  the  Marquesas  in  a  little 
less  than  that  time  ;  New  Zealand  in  about  elev- 
en hours ;  and  Australia  in  about  thirteen.  It 
was  found  that  the  line  of  greatest  depth  lay  be- 
tween Arica  and  the  Sandwich  Islands,  its  mean 
being  about  twenty-five  hundred  fathoms  ;  while 
from  Arica  to  New  Zealand  the  depth  is  but  a 
little  more  than  half  that  amount. 

A  somewhat  similar  investigation  was  made 
many  years  ago  by  Professor  Bache,  based  upon 
the  time  occupied  in  the  passage  of  an  earth- 
quake wave  from  Japan  to  the  coast  of  Cali- 
fornia, the  result  being  an  estimate  of  an  aver- 
age depth  of  nearly  twenty-two  hundred  fathoms 
between  the  two  countries. 

SOCIABLE  ANTS. 

We  are  so  accustomed  to  hear  of  the  vindic- 
tive nature  of  ants,  and  their  ferocity  in  attack- 
ing any  intruder  into  their  nests,  that  we  learn 
with  some  surprise  that  different  species  system- 
atically permit  the  intrusion  and  residence  among 
them  of  forms  of  other  orders  of  insects  witli 
■which  they  apparently  have  nothing  in  common. 
We  do  not  refer  to  the  case  of  aphides  or  the 
green  plant-lice,  which  ants  are  in  tlie  habit  of 
capturing  and  penning  up,  either  at  the  extrem- 
ity of  branches  outdoors,  or  in  their  dwellings, 
and  using  them  as  milk  cattle,  appropriating  the 
sweet  secretion  which  exudes  from  their  bodies, 
but  to  cases  where  nothing,  ai)parently,  is  fur- 
nished by  the  guests  to  compensate  for  the  room 
they  are  allowed  to  occupy.  Some  of  these  in- 
sects live  with  the  ants  only  while  in  the  larval 
condition,  such  as  the  well-known  rose-chafer 
of  Europe,  which  feeds  on  particles  of  decayed 
wood  that  the  ants  have  brought  together  in 
their  homes.  Others  live  with  the  ants  in  their 
perfect  condition,  but  are  not  found  there  ex- 
clusively. Among  these  are  the  Histers  and 
some  of  the  burrowing  beetles.  There  is,  how- 
ever, still  a  third  class  of  visitors  who  never  leave 
the  ant-houses,  passing  their  entire  lives  from  the 
egg  to  the  adult  stage  there.  Already  over  tliree 
hundred  species  of  such  insects,  principally  bee- 
tles, have  been  enumerated. 


MOUNTAIN  OF  SULPHURET  OF  ANTIMONY. 
Mineralogists  will  be  interested  to  learn  of 
the  existence  of  two  mountain  peaks  composed 
of  thin  strata  of  micaceous  shales,  traversed  by 
masses  of  sulphuret  of  antimony.  This  remark- 
able formation  occurs  in  a  chain  which  separates 
Austria  from  Moldavia.  The  amount  of  this 
mineral  is  immense ;  and  after  a  rain  there  is 
an  unpleasant  sulphurous  smell  appreciable  in 
every  direction.  The  earth  under  these  peaks 
is  covered  with  huge  blocks  of  sulphuret  of  anti- 
mony to  the  extent  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
tons.  In  the  vicinity  are  various  springs,  con- 
taining a  large  amount  of  carbonic  acid  in  solu- 
tion, from  which  a  constant  and  enormous  ex- 
halation passes  into  the  atmosphere. 

ACTION  OP  SUN'S  RAYS  ON  FLAME. 

It  has  been  a  favorite  dogma  from  almost  time 
immemorial  that  the  light  of  the  sun  will  extin- 
guish or  materially  deaden  a  burning  flame.  A 
series  of  careful  experiments  recently  prosecuted 
in  England  by  Mr.  Tomlinson  led  him  to  the 
conclusion,  however,  that  direct  sunlight  or 
diffused  dayliglit  does  not  exercise  the  slight- 
est influence  upon  a  lighted  candle  or  other 
flame. 

ABSORPTION  OF  HYDROGEN  BY  NICKEL. 

The  property  which  platinum  possesses  of  ab- 
sorbing hydrogen  in  a  definite  quantity  suggest- 
ed to  Professor  Graham  a  method  of  proving  the 
metallic  nature  of  this  gas,  the  two  substances 
forming  a  definite  chemical  alloy.  It  has  lately 
been  found  that  nickel  lias  the  same  property  as 
platinum,  and  that  it  will  take  up  one  hundred 
and  sixty-five  times  its  volume  of  the  gas. 

EGG  OIL. 

A  favorite  remedy  in  Southern  Russia  for  cur- 
ing cuts,  bruises,  etc.,  consists  in  applying  what 
is  called  egg  oil,  prepared  by  boiling  the  eggs 
hard,  and  then  taking  the  yolks  and  crushing 
them,  placing  them  over  a  fire,  and  stirring  them 
carefully  until  the  whole  substance  is  on  the  point 
of  taking  fire.  When  the  vessel  is  removed,  the 
oil  which  has  separated  is  to  be  poured  of^'.  Near- 
ly two  tea-spoonfuls  of  oil  are  obtained  from  a 
single  egg. 

DETERMINATION  OF  AGE  OF  OLD  HORSES. 
A  French  author,  referring  to  the  asserted 
fact  that  after  a  horse  is  eight  years  old  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  determine  its  age  by  the  teeth,  an- 
nounces that  at  this  period  in  the  horse's  life  a 
fold  oi-^vrinkle  becomes  visible  in  the  upper  edge 
of  the  lower  eyelid,  and  that  a  new  fold  forms 
Avith  each  succeeding  year. 

LIQUIDS  IN  CRYSTALS. 

The  liquids  contained  in  the  cavities  of  cer- 
tain minerals,  such  as  rock-crystal  and  topaz, 
have  been  lately  examined  by  means  of  tlie  well- 
known  Geissler  tubes,  into  which  tlie  substances 
to  be  determined  were  introduced.  An  induc- 
tion current  was  passed  through  the  tubes,  and 
the  light  produced  investigated  by  means  of  the 
spectroscope,  by  which  it  was  ascertained  that 
the  substance  in  question  consisted  of  carbonic 
acid,  either  in  a  pure  state  or  else  mixed  with 
water. 
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THE  UNITED  STATES. 

OUR  Record  closes  on  the  31st  of  January. 
Congress,  on  the  10th,  resumed  its  session 
after  the  holiday  recess.  Tlie  following  new 
measures  ha^-e  been  introduced  prior  to  the  con- 
clusion of  this  Record  : 

In  the  Senate,  a  bill  regulating  descents  in  the 
Territory  of  Utah ;  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  sale  of 
the  public  lands  except  to  actual  settlers  ;  a  bill 
to  change  the  boundaries  of  the  State  of  Nevada ; 
a  bill  to  abolish  the  franking  privilege,  and  to 
establish  a  United  States  postal  telegraph  sys- 
tem ;  a  bill  making  it  a  misdemeanor  to  fit  out 
or  equip  ships  of  war,  or  to  sell  or  furnish  arms 
or  munitions  of  war,  to  be  employed  by  a  for- 
eign prince  or  state  against  the  people  of  any 
province,  district,  or  colony  who  are  in  a  state 
of  armed  insuri-ection  against  such  foreign  prince 
or  state,  and  providing  for  the  forfeiture  of  such 
ship  or  munitions  ;  a  resolution  providing  for  the 
redemption  by  the  United  States  Treasury  of 
currency,  paying  $1  in  coin  for  $1  20  in  cur- 
rency ;  a  resolution  of  inquiry  (adopted)  as  to 
the  expediency  of  compelling  the  national  banks 
to  retain  the  semi-annual  interest  on  their  bonds 
until  they  shall  be  in  a  condition  to  resume  specie 
payments ;  a  resolution  of  inquiry  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  including  in  any  treaty  for  the  ad- 
justment of  all  matters  of  dift'erence  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  an  article 
for  the  transfer  of  British  Columbia  to  the  United 
States ;  a  bill  to  abolish  the  franking  privilege, 
and  to  establish  a  letter-carrier  system  in  cities 
having  5000  inhabitants. 

In  the  House,  a  bill  to  repeal  all  tariff  duties 
now  imposed  on  animals  imported  into  the  Unit- 
ed States  for  breeding  purposes ;  a  bill  to  es- 
tablish a  permanent  navy-yard  and  depot  at 
Mound  City,  Illinois ;  a  bill  to  repeal  all  the 
acts  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcy ; 
a  bill  for  the  apportionment  of  Representatives 
among  the  several  States ;  a  resolution  declara- 
tory of  the  right  in  States  to  protect  themselves 
against  a  nuisance,  and  that  Chinese  emigration 
should  be  discouraged ;  bills  to  provide  for  the 
removal  of  the  Kansas  and  Osage  tribes  of  In- 
dians to  the  Indian  Territory,  and  to  dispose  of 
their  lands  in  Kansas  to  actual  settlers ;  a  bill 
providing  for  a  commission  to  investigate  claims 
arising  from  Indian  depredations ;  a  bill  to  ex- 
tend the  pre-emption  and  homestead  laws  over 
certain  lands ;  a  bill  to  enlarge  the  boundaries 
of  the  State  of  Nevada ;  a  bill  to  disencumber 
the  pubHc  domain  of  the  so-called  Indian  titles  ; 
a  joint  resolution  declaring  Virginia  entitled  to 
representation  ;  a  bill  to  red  uce  the  armv  of  the 
United  States ;  a  bill  to  abolish  the  Iranking 
privilege  after  July  1,  1870,  and  to  establish  a 
postal  telegraph  system ;  a  resolution  (adopted) 
that  a  strict  regard  to  economy  forbids  the  in- 
crease of  the  salaries  of  the  public  officers  of  the 
government ;  a  bill  constituting  eight  hours  a 
day's  work  for  government  employes ;  a  bill 
making  it  unlawful  for  a  State  Legislature  to 
rescind  its  ratification  of  a  constitutional  amend- 
ment, and  making  it  a  penal  offense  to  propose 
such  rescinsion. 

The  joint  resolution  for  the  admission  of  Vir- 
ginia came  up  in  both  Houses  on  the  10th,  when 


it  was  debated  at  length  in  the  Senate.  Those 
objecting  to  the  immediate  admission  of  the 
State  did  so  on  the  ground  that  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  members  of  both  Houses  of  the  Vir- 
ginia Legislature  could  not  take  the  test-oath ; 
and  the  opinion  of  Attorney-General  Hoar  (Au- 
gust 28,  1869),  that  the  oath  might  be  legally 
dispensed  with,  was  disputed.  On  the  11th  a 
bill  was  reported  from  the  Reconstruction  Com- 
mittee in  the  House,  admitting  Virginia  to  rep- 
resentation on  the  following  conditions  : 

First.  That  no  person  shall  hold  auy  oflace,  civil  or 
military,  in  said  State  who  shall  not  have  taken  and 
subscribed  one  of  the  following  oaths  or  affirmations, 
namely :  "  I  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  have 
never  taken  an  oath  as  a  member  of  Congress,  or  as 
an  officer  of  the  United  States,  or  as  a  member  of  any 
State  Legislature,  or  as  an  executive  or  judicial  officer 
of  auy  State,  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  thereafter  engaged  in  insurrection  or  re- 
bellion against  the  same,  or  given  aid  or  comfort  to 
the  enemies  thereof;"  or,  "I  do  solemnly  swear  (or 
affirm)  that  I  have  been  relieved  from  disability  by  an 
act  of  Congress,  as  provided  for  by  the  third  section 
of  the  fourteenth  article  of  the  amendments  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States." 

Second.  That  the  Constitution  of  said  State  shall 
never  be  so  amended  or  changed  as  to  deprive  any 
citizen  or  class  of  citizens  of  the  United  Slates  of  the 
right  to  vote  or  hold  office  in  said  State  who  are  en- 
titled to  vote  or  hold  office  by  said  Constitution,  ex- 
cept as  a  punishment  for  sucli  crimes  as  are  now  fel- 
ojiies  at  common-law,  whereof  they  shall  have  been 
duly  convicted  under  laws  equally  applicable  to  all 
the  inhabitants  of  said  State;  or  to  prevent  auy  per- 
son on  account  of  race,  color,  or  previous  condition 
of  servitude  from  serving  as  a  juror  or  participating 
equally  in  the  school  fund  or  school  privileges  pro- 
vided for  in  said  Constitution:  Provided,  That  auy 
alteration  of  said  Constitution,  equally  applicable  to 
all  the  voters  of  said  State,  may  be  made  with  regard 
to  the  time  and  place  of  residence  of  said  voters. 

Third.  That  all  persons  who  shall  at  the  time  when 
said  Constitution  shall  take  effect  hold  or  exercise  the 
functions  of  any  executive,  administrative,  or  judicial 
office  in  said  State  by  the  appointment  or  authority 
of  the  district  commander  shail'continue  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  their  respective  offices  until  their  suc- 
cessors, or  those  upon  whom  such  duties  shall  under 
said  Constitution  devolve,  are  duly  chosen  or  appoint- 
ed and  qualified. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  furtlier  enacted,  That  the  election 
of  United  States  Senators  by  the  General  Assembly 
of  said  State  on  the  19th  day  of  October,  18G9,  shall 
have  the  same  validity  as  if  made  by  previous  au- 
thority of  law. 

Mr.  Bingham,  of  Ohio,  moved  an  amendment 
to  "strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clauses,  and 
in  lieu  thereof  insert  the  following :  That  the  said 
State  of  Virginia  is  entitled  to  representation  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States."  I\lr.  Bing- 
ham's substitute  Avas  adopted  by  the  House, 
January  14,  by  a  vote  of  98  to  95.  The  result 
in  the  Senate  was  different.  Several  amend- 
ments prescribing  conditions  of  admission  were 
adopted,  and  thus  amended  the  bill  passed, 
January  21,  by  a  vote  of  47  to  10.  The  condi- 
tions of  admission  are  these :  1  st.  That  an  oath 
shall  be  taken  by  every  member  of  the  Vir- 
ginia Legislature  that  he  has  never,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress,  as  an  officer  of  the  United 
States,  as  a  member  of  any  State  Legislature, 
or  as  an  officer  of  any  State,  sworn  to  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  after- 
ward engaged  in  rebellion ;  or  an  oath  that  he 
has  been  relieved  from  political  disabilities ;  2d. 
That  the  Constitution  of  Virginia  shall  never  be 
so  amended  or  changed  as  to  deprive  any  citi- 
zen or  class  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  of 
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the  right  to  vote  wlio  are  entitled  to  vote  by  the 
Constitution  herein  recognized,  except  as  a  pun- 
ishment for  such  crimes  as  are  now  felonies  at 
common-law,  whereof  they  shall  have  been  duly 
convicted  under  laws  equally  applicable  to  all 
the  inhabitants  of  said  State,  provided  that  any 
alteration  of  said  Constitution,  prospective  in 
its  effects,  may  be  made  in  regard  to  the  time 
and  place  of  residence  of  voters ;  3d.  That  it 
shall  never  be  lawful  for  the  same  State  to  de- 
prive any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  on  ac- 
count of  his  race,  color,  or  previous  condition 
of  servitude,  of  the  right  to  hold  office  under  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  said  State,  or  upon  any 
such  ground  to  require  of  him  any  other  quali- 
fications for  office  than  are  required  of  all  other 
citizens  ;  4th.  That  the  Constitution  of  Virginia 
shall  never  be  so  amended  or  changed  as  to  de- 
prive any  citizen,  or  class  of  citizens,  of  the 
United  States  of  the  school  rights  and  privileges 
secured  by  the  Constitution  of  said  State. 

On  the  24:th  the  Senate  bill  was  adopted  by 
the  House,  13G  to  57.  On  the  subsequent  day  it 
received  the  President's  signature. 

In  the  House,  on  the  11th,  a  bill  was  passed  to 
provide  every  soldier  disabled  in  the  late  war 
with  an  artificial  limb  once  every  five  years. 
The  Surgeon-General  states  the  number  of  those 
to  be  thus  provided  with  legs  as  404G  ;  with  arms, 
2817;  with  feet,  22;  with  hands,  74;  with  ap- 
paratus, 213  ;  total  7772.  This  is  the  number 
now  provided  with  artificial  limbs,  and  the  ob- 
ject of  the  bill  is  to  renew  the  provision  every 
five  years. — On  the  12th  the  action  of  the  New 
York  Legislature,  rescinding  the  ratification  by 
a  previous  Legislature  of  the  Fifteenth  Amend- 
ment, was  laid  before  both  Houses. — The  same 
day  Senator  Sumner  introduced  his  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  refunding  and  consolidation  of  the 
national  debt,  to  extend  banking  facilities,  and 
to  establish  specie  payments.  As  explained  by 
its  author,  the  bill  proposes  the  substitution  of 
bank-notes  for  greenbacks ;  it  contemplates  the 
extinguishment  of  the  five-twenty  bonds  of  18G2 
(amounting  to  about  five  hundred  millions),  and 
the  substitution  of  five  per  cent,  ten-forties,  pay- 
able in  coin  ;  the  extension  of  bank-notes  from 
three  to  five  hundred  millions,  requiring  from 
all  national  banks  the  four  per  cent,  bonds — 
$100  for  $80  of  notes  issued;  and  the  with- 
drawal of  as  many  greenbacks  as  would  be  equal 
in  value  to  the  increase  of  the  bank-notes. — A 
bill  was  passed  by  both  Houses  providing  that 
no  government  offiqial  shall  receive  or  solicit  a 
gift  or  present  from  other  government  officials. 
— On  the  20th  Senator  Anthony,  of  Rhode  Isl- 
and, in  behalf  of  his  colleagues  in  the  two  Houses 
and  of  his  State,  presented  to  Congress  a  statue 
of  General  Nathaniel  Greene  of  Revolutionary 
memoiy. — The  bill  to  abolish  the  franking  privi- 
lege came  before  the  House  on  the  2Gth,  and  was 
passed,  174  to  14. 

The  Minnesota  Legislature  ratified  the  Fif- 
teenth (Constitutional  Amendment  on  the  14th. 
On  the  20th  it  was  ratified  by  the  Ohio  and  Iowa 
Legislatures,  on  the  13th  by  the  Kansas  Senate, 
on  the  lath  by  the  Mississippi  Legislature,  and 
on  the  18th  by  the  Rhode  Island  Legislature. 
This  makes  27  States  that  have,  in  both  Houses 
of  their  Legislatures,  ratified  the  Amendment. 
Twenty-eight  are  required  to  make  the  requisite 
three-fourths. 
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I     Major-General  Joseph  A.  Mower  died  at  New 

I  Orleans,  January  8,  from  congestion  of  the  lungs. 

j  He  was  commander  of  the  Department  of  Lou- 
isiana.— George  D.  Prentice,  the  veteran  editor 

j  of  the  Louisville  Journal.,  died  on  the  22d  of 
January  at  the  residence  of  his  son,  Clarence  J. 
Prentice,  a  few  miles  below  Louisville,  Ken- 
tucky, He  was  a  little  over  sixty- six  years  of 
age. 

EUROPE. 

A  new  French  Ministry  was  formed  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  month,  with  M.  Emile  Ollivier 
I  (Minister  of  Justice  and  Religion)  as  Prime 
Minister.    The  other  members  of  the  Cabinet 
are  as  follow : 

Minister  of  Foreign  A  fairs. Cownt  Napoleon  Daru. 

Minister  of  the  Ulterior  Ciievandiek  ue  Valbrome. 

Minister  of  Finance  Louis  Joseph  Buffet. 

Minister  of  War  General  Ebmund  Leb(euf. 

Minister  of  Marine  Regault  de  Genouilly. 

Min.  of  Public  Instruction  .Emile  Alexis  Legkis. 
Minister  of  Public  Works  ..Marquis  De  Taliiouet. 
Min.  of  Agricult.  and  Com.  .M.  Cuarles  Louvet. 
Minister  of  the  Fine  Arts  .  .M.  Maurice  Ricuard. 
Min.  of  the  Emp.  Household  .Count  Vaillant. 
Pres.  of  Council  of  State  Esquikon  de  Pariex. 

The  Anglo-French  commercial  treaty  expired 
February  4.  On  the  27th  there  was  a  stormy 
debate  concerning  its  renewal  in  the  Corps  Legis- 
latif.  M.  Thiers,  in  opposition  to  the  views  of 
:  the  ministry,  demanded  the  renunciation  of  the 
treaty.  The  government,  however,  was  sustained 
by  a  vote  of  201  to  32. 

A  quarrel  having  arisen  between  Prince  Pierre 
Bonaparte  and  the  editors  of  the  Marseillaise,  in 
consequence  of  a  bitter  attack  made  by  that  pa- 
per on  the  Prince,  the  latter  sent  a  note  to  Henri 
;  Rochefort,  the  responsible  editor,  which  was 
equivalent  to  a  challenge.    On  the  afternoon  of 
!  the  10th  M.  Fouvielle  and  M.  Victor  Noir,  of  the 
'  editorial  staff  of  the  Marseillaise,  proceeded  to 
the  residence  of  the  Prince — No.  oi)  Rue  d'Au- 
\  teuil — as  seconds  in  the  contemplated  duel.  In- 
j  cited  by  some  provocatory  words,  the  Prince  shot 
I  Victor  Noir,  killing  him  instantly.    The  city  of 
1  Paris  was  greatly  excited  by  the  tragedy.  Prince 
Bonaparte  made  the  following  statement  as  to 
j  the  occurrence : 

*'M.  Fouvielle  and  M.  Victor  Noir  came  to 
I  my  residence,  with  a  menacing  air,  with  their 
[  hands  in  their  pockets,  and  presented  a  letter 
j  from  M.  Pascal  Groussett.    I  said,  '  It  is  Roche- 
fort,  and  not  his  creatures,  that  I  seek.'  'Read 
the  letter, '  replied  Noir.    I  had  my  hand  on  my 
pistol  in  my  pocket.    '  Are  you  responsible  for 
it?'  I  asked.    At  this  I  received  a  slap  in  the 
,  face  from  Noir,  when  I  drew  my  revolver  and 
fired  at  him.    Fouvielle  crouched  behind  a  chair, 
and  from  the  protection  that  afforded  aimed  his 
revolver  at  me,  but  he  could  not  get  it  to  go  off". 
I  fired  at  him  while  he  was  in  that  position,  when 
he  ran  out  of  the  room.    He  stopped  in  the  next 
room,  and  again  turned  his  pistol  toward  me.  I 
[  fired  at  him  again,  and  he  fled." 

The  statement  made  by  M.  De  Fouvielle 
I  declares  that  the  Prince,  without  provocation, 
sl-apped  M.  Victor  Noir,  and  then  shot  him. 

The  Prince  surrendered  himself  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  Police,  and  a  decree  was  issued  con- 
■  voking  the  Chambers  for  an  investigation  of  the 
case.  In  the  Corps  Le'gislatif  INI.  Rochefort  said 
,  the  people  must  judge  the  murderer.  M.  Ollivier, 
j  in  reply,  promised  that  justice  should  be  done. 
.  In  the  course  of  his  sijcech  he  said:  "We  are 
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justice,  Ia^y,  moderation  ;  if  you  force  us  we  Avill 
be  power."  The  office  of  the  Marseillaise  was 
seized  on  the  11th  by  order  of  the  government. 
On  the  12th  5000  workmen  from  the  Faubourg 
attended  the  funeral  of  Victor  Noir.  Between 
two  and  three  o'clock  over  100,000  persons  were 
assembled  in  the  vicinity  of  the  place  where  the 
remains  reposed.  Rochefort  attended  the  funer- 
al, and  his  presence  called  forth  an  enthusiastic 
demonstration.  At  the  cemetery  there  were  fre- 
quent shouts  of  "Vive  la  republique!"  and  the 
"Marseillaise"  was  repeatedly  sung  by  the  peo- 
ple ;  but  beyond  this  there  was  no  disturbance. 
Rochefort's  arraignment  (or  the  decision  to  grant 
the  demand  of  the  government  for  his  arraign- 
ment) was  voted  on  the  17th.  The  vote  stood 
226  to  34.  This  action  produced  considerable 
excitement.  The  same  day  that  the  vote  was 
taken  the  Marseillaise  published  a  dispatch  from 
Madrid  stating  that  a  public  meeting  of  20,000 
republicans  in  that  city  sent  congratulations  to  the 
republicans  of  Paris,  and  to  Deputy  Rochefort, 
"the  devoted  champion  of  democracy."  Soon 
after  this  event  there  was  a  new  excitement  fur- 
nished by  the  strike  of  the  operators  at  La  Creuzot. 
—one  of  the  principal  iron-manufacturing  towns 
in  Europe  ;  and  in  connection  with  this  a  mining 
accident  occurred  at  La  Creuzot,  resulting  in  ! 
considerable  loss  of  life.  INI.  Schneider,  the 
President  of  the  French  Senate,  happens  to  be 
one  of  the  largest  proprietors  in  La  Creuzot. 
The  extreme  radical  journals  were  distributed 
freely  among  the  working-men,  and  in  this  way 
the  trouble  was  increased.  On  the  21st  one  of 
the  editors  of  the  Marseillaise  was  arrested,  on 
account  of  the  influence  of  that  journal  upon  the 
workmen  of  La  Creuzot.  On  the  22d  Roche- 
fort's  trial  was  concluded.  He  was  convicted 
and  sentenced  to  six  months'  imprisonment,  and 
to  pay  a  fine  of  3000  francs. 

A  cable  telegram  dated  January  29  states  that 
M.  Ollivier  had  addressed  a  circular  to  the  Pro- 
cureurs-Gene'rals  on  the  subject  of  the  press. 
He  says  polemics  are  to  be  free,  but  attacks  on 
the  Emperor,  apologies  for  crimes,  attempts  to 
turn  the  soldiers  from  their  duty,  matter  that 
tends  to  cause  disobedience  of  the  laws,  and  all 
libels,  are  to  be  severely  punished,  especially  the 
latter,  with  heavy  fines.  He  also  enjoins  the  ob- 
sei'vance  of  great  vigilance  in  the  matter  of  polit- 
ical meetings. 

The  trial  of  Traupmann,  the  murderer  of  the 
Kinck  family,  was  concluded  December  30.  He 
was  executed  Januaiy  19.  To  the  last  he  insist- 
ed that  he  had  accomplices. 

Early  in  January  a  decided  negative  was  re- 
ceived from  Victor  Emanuel  as  to  the  candidature 
to  the  Spanish  throne  of  the  Duke  of  Genoa. 
This  broke  up  the  Cabinet,  which  was  reorganized 
on  the  9th,  Senor  Rivero  accepting  the  Ministry 
of  the  Interior,  Admiral  Topete  that  of  the  Ma- 
rine, and  Sefior  Segosta  the  Department  of  State. 
— The  Cortes  reassembled  on  the  11th.  A  prop- 
osition for  the  perpetual  exclusion  of  the  Bour- 
bon dynasty,  on  the  24th,  received  only  38  votes 
against  151.  The  returns  of  the  elections  for 
vacancies  in  the  Cortes  indicate  a  defeat  of  the 
monarchists. 

Since  the  1st  of  January'  the  Oecumenical  Coun- 
cil has  held  its  sessions  in  the  Quirinal.  The 
German  bishops,  on  the  21st,  had  a  meeting  and 
resolved  that,  unless  the  number  of  members  in 


dioceses  be  taken  into  consideration  in  the  votes 
of  the  Council,  they  would  secede  in  a  body. 

CENTEAL  AND  SOUTH  AMERICA. 

Advices  from  Hayti,  of  December  20,  reported 
the  fall  of  Port-au-Prince,  after  an  attack  by 
sea  and  land,  on  the  18th  and  19th.  Salnave's 
vessel,  the  Algonquin,  was  captured  without 
bloodshed,  Salnave  making  his  escape  to  the 
city.  Later  information  shows  that  decrees  were 
afterward  issued  by  the  provisional  government, 
under  the  presidency  of  Nassage  Saget  (Decem- 
ber 22  and  31),  declaring  Sylvain  Salnave  an  out- 
law, and  setting  a  price  upon  his  head  of  5000 
piastres,  and  establishing  temporary  revolution- 
ary tribunals  in  all  sections  of  the  republic.  Sal- 
nave is  reported  to  have  been  shot. 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  month  we  have  had 
somewhat  discouraging  advices  as  to  the  pros- 
pects of  the  Cuban  insurgents.  At  first,  we  re- 
ceived reports  of  the  surrender  of  large  bodies  of 
the  patriots.  The  Havana  journals  late  in  Decem- 
ber announced  the  termination  of  the  revolution. 
These  journals  professed  to  have  seen  a  copy  of  a 
circular,  issued  by  the  Cuban  Junta  of  New  York 
city,  advising  the  Cubans  to  lay  doAvn  their  arms. 
Our  journals  of  January  23  published  a  state- 
ment, by  Miguel  A.  Aldama,  contradicting  this 
assertion.  All,  or  nearly  all,  the  Spanish  rein- 
forcements having  arrived.  General  Puello  ad- 
vanced into  the  Central  Department,  from  Nue- 
'vitas,  December  24.  But  from  the  reports  re- 
ceived of  his  expedition,  it  does  not  seem  to  have 
been  productive  of  material  results.  Advices  from 
Havana,  January  28,  report  the  return  of  General 
Puello  to  Puerto  Principe  with  the  remnants  of 
his  army,  after  having  sustained  a  severe  defeat  in 
an  engagement  with  General  Jordan  :  36  officers 
and  400  men  of  the  Spanish  forces  were  reported 
as  killed  or  wounded.  The  same  advices  indicate 
that  General  Jordan  had  relieved  General  Quesa- 
da  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  Cuban  army. 

THE  RED  RIVER  REBELLION. 

Governor  ]\I'Dougall  and  Colonel  Dennis  ar- 
rived at  St.  Cloud,  Minnesota,  December  30. 
It  seemed  to  be  their  impression  that  the  re- 
bellion had  been  instigated  by  the  Hudson  Bay 
Company,  and  that  the  Ottawa  Government  had 
weakened  the  authority  of  the  Governor  by  its 
dilatory  proceedings.  The  new  Provisional  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Red  River  Territory  was,  on  the 
8th,  reported  to  be  in  working  order,  and  had 
taken  possession  of  the  safe  of  the  Hudson  Bay 
Company,  the  contents  of  which  it  appropriated 
to  the  public  use.  Troops  were  being  organized, 
and  considerable  apprehension  was  felt  as  to 
intentions  of  the  Indians.  The  population  of 
the  Red  River  country  numbers  about  15,000, 
and  is  divided  among  French,  English,  Scotch, 
Canadians,  Americans,  and  half-breeds.  The 
climate  is  mild.  The  trade  of  the  settlements 
is  almost  entirely  in  furs.  Rupert's  Land — all 
of  which  is  affected  by  the  question  now  at  issue 
— contains  2,000,000  of  square  miles,  350,000 
of  which  consist  of  prairie  or  meadow  land.  The 
remaining  temtory  is  occupied  by  lakes,  forests, 
and  impassable  tracts  of  snow  and  ice.  The 
revolutionists  have  established  a  journal  called 
the  New  Nation,  which  advocates  territorial  in- 
dependence, to  be  followed  by  annexation  to  the 
United  States. 


(BiWs  Btmtt. 


AT  our  annual  "Spring"  opening  it  may  not 
be  inappropriate  to  quote  the  lines  follow- 
ing, which  were  used  as  an  opening  to  Spring  in 
the  Looker  On,  published  in  1793  : 

"Like  a  maiden  shy  and  fearful, 
Hidden  now  by  turns,  and  seen, 
Frownest  now,  and  now  art  cheerful, 
Spring,  creation's  fickle  queen. 

"Winter's  wither'd  clutches  hold  thee, 
Doting  on  thy  youthful  charms ; 
Summer,  longing  to  infold'  thee. 
Pulls  thee  to  his  ardent  arms." 

And  this  from  an  equally  old  source : 

"The  'New-come'  of  the  year  is  born  to-day, 

With  a  strong;,  lusty  laugh  and  joyous  shout. 
Uprising,  with  lis  mother,  it,  in  play, 

Throws  flowers  on  her— pulls  hard  buds  about, 
To  open  them  for  blossoms;  and  its  voice, 

Pealingo'erdells,  plains,  uplands,  and  high  groves, 
Startles  all  living  things,  till  they  rejoice 

In  re-creation  of  themselves  ;  each  loves 
And  blesses  each;  and  man's  intelligence, 
In  musings  grateful,  thanks  All-Wise  Beneficence." 

In  one  of  the  interior  cities  of  this  State,  dur- 
ing the  mayoralty  of  a  gentleman  not  more  fa- 
mous for  enterprise  and  ability  than  for  large- 
heartedness  and  fondness  for  a  joke,  a  prominent 
subject  of  interest  and  discussion  was  a  contem- 
plated change  in  the  organization  of  the  police 
department,  and  as  this  Avas  to  be  decided  by  a 
vote  of  the  people,  a  lively  canvass  was  gone  into 
by  those  most  interested  in  the  result.  It  so 
happened  that  the  official  who  acted  as  door- 
keeper at  the  mayor's  office  was  an  individual 
whose  position  on  the  pending  question  was  con- 
spicuously uncertain,  and  various  ingenious  ex- 
pedients had  been  ineffectually  resorted  to  to  as- 
certain it.  Finally,  a  gentleman  connected  with 
the  press  took  it  upon  himself  to  settle  the  ques- 
tion, and  "interviewed"  him: 

"  Well,  Tinkham,  how  do  you  stand  on  this 
thing?" 

"  What  thing?" 

"  Whv,  this  question  of  the  police." 
"Weil,  reallv,  I  don't  know." 
"Don't  know!" 

"  Well,  you  see,  I  haven't  thought  any  thing 
about  it." 

"Oh,  that's  played  out;  you  understand  it 
well  enough." 

"But  I  don't,  though.  I  haven't  read  up, 
and  really  don't  know  any  thing  about  it,  either 
crim.  or  con.  .'" 

The  answer  seemed  to  be  ingenuous,  and  the 
conductor  of  the  "great  moral  engine"  so  com- 
municated to  the  head  men  of  the  party. 


What  would  be  the  Drawer  without  the  min- 
isters, and  the  things  that  are  said  in  the  coun- 
cils, the  conferences,  the  assemblies,  the  conven- 
tions of  the  Church?  Here,  for  example,  is  a 
little  thing  that  occurred  at  the  late  session  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  North  Georgia  Con- 
ference in  Rome,  Georgia.  The  Rev,  J.  M. 
Dickey,  a  punning  parson,  heard  the  committee 
read  out  in  the  list  of  appointments  that  Bishop 
Doggett  would  preach  at  a  certain  church.  With 
placid  countenance  and  serious  mien  he  ap- 
proached that  solid  Doctor  of  Divinity,  the  Rev. 
J.  L.  Pierce,  and  asked,  "Did  I  hear  correctly  ? 


Is  it  Doggett  or  Dickey  that  is  to  preach  ?"  With 
equal  solemnity  of  manner  Dr.  Pierce  rejoined, 
"If  Dickey  preaches,  I  presume  the  people  will 
say  Do<j-it  r 


Merely  as  one  out  of  thousands  of  instances 
where  this  Magazine  penetrates  into  the  closest 
nooks  and  to  the  far-off  outskirt  of  civilization, 
and  to  show  how  our  pleasant  department  of  it 
is  appreciated,  Ave  append  the  following  note  and 
anecdote : 

 ,  TuuRSTON  Co.,  WAsnracTON  Ter., 

Aov.  24,  1869. 

Editor  Harper's  Drawer, — I  do  not  know 
what  we  would  do  here  in  the  wilds  of  the  Pacific 
coast  if  it  were  not  for  the  Drawer  to  smooth  down 
the  rough  edges  of  life.  If  acceptable,  I  will  con- 
tribute a  mite  to  it : 

Returning  from  church  last  Sabbath  with  a 
son  of  tlie  Green  Isle,  and  talking  of  the  uncer- 
tainty of  life,  he  spoke  of  the  good,  pious  wife 
he  had ;  that  she  had  promised  to  bury  him  if 
he  died  first,  and  Avished  him  to  do  the  same  for 
her  if  the  case  were  reversed;  "and,"  said  he, 
"  if  she  does  die  first,  and  Tm  alive,  I'll  do  it  I " 


A  GOODLY  number  of  pilgrims — members  of 
the  New  England  Society — mostly  young  and 
jolly  pilgrims — rnet  at  Delmonico  s  on  the  22d 
of  December  last,  Avhere,  under  the  blaze  of  gas- 
lights, and  amidst  the  popping  of  Champagne 
corks,  they  celebrated  the  landing  at  Plymouth, 
and  perpetuated  the  ascetic  virtues  of  their  fore- 
fathers.    A  good  many  pleasant  things  were 
j  said  and  done  at  that  reunion  of  Puritans ;  but 
j  of  the  things  written  there  is  but  one  that  has 
any  claim  to  consideration  from  the  Drawer, 
!  and  that  one  is  the  grief-abounding  letter  of 
I  Henry  Ward  Beecher  at  his  inability  to  be  pres- 
'  ent  and  partake  of  the  historical  pork  and  the 
nutritious  bean.    The  letter  is  addressed  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Invitations,  that 
austere  but  good  Puritan,  Mr.  Isaac  H.  Bailey : 

My  dear  Mr.  Bailey, — I  am  sorry  that  I  have  an 
address  to  deliver  to-night  in  Brooklyn,  and  am 
therefore  unable  to  accept  your  invitation. 

Do  not  think  for  a  moment  that  I  am  seeking  to 
hide  myself  from  a  proper  share  of  those  sufferings 
which  you  will  undergo  in  memory  of  the  Pilgrim 
fathers.  I  should  rejoice  to  sit  shivering  with  you 
around  the  chill  table  of  Delmonico's  in  memory  of 
Plymouth  Rock,  to  gnaw  the  crust  and  sip  the  cold 
water  as  our  revered  ancestors  did. 

It  does  one  good,  in  these  degenerate  days,  occa- 
sionally to  practice  those  self-denials  which  assimilate 
him  to  the  primitive  men  of  heroic  history.  Your 
crowd  to-night  will  come  into  my  memory  as  a  heroic 
band  of  men  willing  to  suffer  for  a  principle,  and 
boldly  to  face  the  trials  and  severities  of  a  dinner  at 
Delmonico's,  which  I  solemnly  believe  would  have 
tried  the  constancy  of  even  the  Pilgrims. 

What  an  encouragement  to  virtue  that  we  tell  our 
children — "If  you  endure  Plymouth  Rock,  you  shall 
be  rewarded  with  Delmonico  1"   Very  truly  yours, 

December  22,  1869.  HenrY  WaKD  BeeCIIER. 

Oh !  the  unfathomable  meekness  of  the  men 
of  New  England ! 


Judge  WiTHERELL,  late  presiding  Judge  of 
the  Wayne  County  Circuit  Court,  Michigan, 
emigrated  in  boyhood  from  New  England  to 
Detroit,  and,  growing  up  among  the  old  French 
residents,  became  a  great  favorite  with  them. 
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No  man  enjoyed  a  repartee  better  than  he. 
Among  other  incidents  connected  with  his  offi- 
cial duties  he  used  to  relate  the  following :  A 
Frenchman  had  been  convicted  of  stealing  a 
horse.  When  arraigned  for  sentence,  and  when 
asked  the  usual  question  if  he  had  any  thing  to 
say  in  palliation,  he  arose,  and  with  a  quizzical 
look  replied  :  "  Judge,  how  is  dat  ?  If  French- 
man steal  horse,  he's  a  gone  Frenchman  ;  but  if 
Yankee  steal  horse,  he's  a  gone  horse;  how  is 
dat?"  The  Court  saw  the  point,  and  said,  "I 
see :  the  point  is  a  good  one ;  I  therefore  sen- 
tence you  to  imprisonment  for  the  shortest  term 
the  law  permits."    This  is  how  it  was. 


The  ludicrous  side  of  life,  like  the  serious 
side,  says  one  of  the  cleverest  of  American  es- 
sayists, has  its  literature,  and  it  is  a  literature 
of  untold  wealth.  Mirth  is  a  Proteus,  changing 
its  shape  and  manner  with  the  thousand  diversi- 
ties of  individual  character,  from  the  most  su- 
perficial gayety  to  the  deepest,  most  earnest  hu- 
mor. There  is  the  humor  of  Goethe,  like  his 
own  summer  morning,  deliglitfully  clear.  There 
is  the  incessant  brilliancy  of  Sheridan, 

"Whose  humor,  as  gay  as  the  fire-fly's  light, 

Played  rouud  every  subject,  aud  shone  as  it 
played  ; 

Whose  wit  iu  the  combat,  as  gentle  as  bright, 
Ne'er  carried  a  heart-staiu  away  on  its  blade." 

There  is  the  uncouth  mirth  that  winds,  stutters, 
wriggles,  and  screams,  dark,  scomful,  and  savage, 
among  the  dislocated  joints  of  Carlyle's  spavined 
sentences.  There  is  the  lithe,  springy  sarcasm, 
the  hilarious  badinage,  the  brilHant,  careless  dis- 
dain, which  sparkle  and  scorch  along  the  glis- 
tening page  of  Holmes.  There  is  the  sleepy  smile 
that  sometimes  lies  so  benignly  on  the  sweet  and 
serious  diction  of  old  Izaak  Walton.  There  is 
the  mirth  of  Dickens,  coming  out  in  broad  gushes 
of  humor,  overflowing  all  banks  and  bounds  of 
conventional  decorum.  There  is  Sydney  Smith 
— sly,  sleek,  swift,  subtle — a  moment's  motion, 
and  the  human  mouse  is  in  his  paw  !  And  there 
are  Pope,  and  Dryden,  and  Steele,  and  Irving, 
and  Hawthorne.  Let  us  breathe  a  benison  on 
these  our  mirthful  benefactors,  these  fine  revel- 
ers among  human  weaknesses  ;  these  stern,  keen 
satirists  of  human  depravity.  Wherever  Humor 
smiles  away  the  fretting  thoughts  of  care,  or  sup- 
plies that  antidote  which  cleanses 

"The  stufled  bosom  of  that  perilous  stuflF 
That  weighs  upon  the  heart"— 

wherever  Wit  rides  folly,  abases  pride,  or  stings 
iniquity — there  glides  the  cheerful  spirit,  or  glit- 
ters the  flashing  thought  of  these  bright  enemies 
of  stupidity  and  gloom. 


You  know  the  individual  who  is  always  dila- 
tory in  making  the  responses  ?  He  is  usually  to 
be  found  in  every  Episcopal  parish,  much  to  the 
annoyance  of  the  quiet,  orderly  people  who  un- 
fortunately are  compelled  to  sit  near  him.  A 
man  of  this  sort  was  one  of  the  most  regular  (such 
always  are  regular)  attendants  at  St.  's,  Phil- 
adelphia ;  and  so  "worriting"  had  his  drawling 
habit  become,  that  several  of  the  parishioners 
called  upon  the  rector  and  requested  him  to  "in- 
terview" the  laggard,  and  request  him  to  make 
the  responses  in  unison  with  the  rest  of  the  breth- 
ren. "  You  see,  my  dear  Sir,"  said  the  rector, 
"it  is  easy  enough  to  be  prompt,  if  you  Avill  but 


fix  your  .mind  upon  it.  If  you  begin  the  General 
Confession  promptly,  you  will  easily  end  with  the 
others.  Then,  again,  if  at  the  Creed  you  com- 
mence :  '  I  believe, '  etc. ,  promptly,  why,  at  the 
proper  time,  you  will  be  able  to  ''descend  into 
heW  with  the  rest  of  the  congregation!  Now, 
my  dear  Sir,  pray  be  a  little  more  promnt,  and 
do  this  r 


In  a  general  way  the  statement,  once  made  by 
a  poet,  that 

"Doubtless  the  pleasure  is  as  great 
Iu  beiug  cheated  as  to  cheat," 

is  perhaps  open  to  debate.  Probably  it  was  in 
a  case  that  comes  to  us  from  a  clever  Washing- 
ton correspondent.  It  occuiTed  in  the  Indian 
Bureau,  where  it  was  regarded  as  a  "neat  thing 
in  stationery."  It  used  to  be  the  custom — per- 
haps it  is  now — for  parties  making  bids  to  sup- 
ply that  and  other  Departments  with  stationery 
to  bid  so  low  on  sundry  items  of  the  invoice  as 
to  defeat  outsiders.  A  certain  firm  in  Washing- 
ton— keen,  gentlemanly,  and  so  forth — had  put 
down  blue  ink  for  the  Indian  Bureau  at  one- 
eighth  of  a  cent  ]>cr  dozen,  quart  bottles  at  that. 
Dr.  Cady,  the  chief  clerk,  a  clever  and  genial 
officer  and  gentleman,  who  loves  a  good  joke 
hugely,  was  called  ujxm  by  one  of  the  aforesaid 

,  firm,  who,  in  astonisliment  and  consternation, 
showed  him  an  order  they  had  just  received  for 
9G  bottles,  one  cent's  icorth,  of  blue  ink!  The 

'  doctor  "didn't  know  nothing  about  it,"  of  course; 
so  the  clerk  having  that  matter  in  charge  was 
called  on  "for  information."  He  said  that  ink 
was  greatly  needed — couldn't  possibly  do  with- 
out it ;  he  hated  to  send  an  order  for  /ess  than  a 
penny's  worth,  etc.,  etc.  And  the  upshot  of  the 
matter  was  that,  in  spite  of  all  remonstrance  by 
the  "stationery  man,"  the  DG  quart  bottles  of 
A  No.  1  Blue  Ink  had  to  be  "forked  over,"  for 
one  cent,  by  that  enterprising  firm  !  Ha,  ha  ! 
I  am  writing  this  with  that  same  ce?2Mmental 
fluid — "  sho  niche  !  sJio  sheep .'" 


Several  pleasant  anecdotes  of  Sir  David 
Brewster  are  given  in  Mrs.  Gordon's  recently 
published  life  of  that  eminent  philosopher.  He 
was  eminently  a  self-made  man,  and  is  said  to 
have  been  entirely  unconscious,  ignorant,  and 
indifferent  as  to  all  genealogical  fliilures  or  pos- 
sessions— an  ignorance  and  an  indifference  which 
he  communicated  to  all  those  within  his  imme- 
diate influence.  A  lady  genealogist  having  ques- 
tioned Sir  David  on  this  subject  in  his  later  years, 
he  told  her  that  while  by  his  mother's  side  he 
was  entirely  Scotch,  he  was  not  so  on  his  father's, 
as  the  Brewster  family  had,  he  believed,  come 
from  England  several  generations  before.  He 
added,  characteristically:  "The  books  say  that 
I  came  from  a  branch  of  the  Brewsters  of  Wren- 
tham,  but  I  neither  know  nor  do  I  care."  He 
might  have  quoted  Sydney  Smith's  favorite  say- 
ing of  Junot's  :  "  Je  n'en  suis  rien,  moi,  Je  sids 
un  ancetre.^^ 


When  in  London,  early  in  life,  Sir  David 
dined  with  a  somewhat  eccentric  philosopher 
named  Cavendish,  who  invariably  had  a  leg  of 
mutton  for  his  solitary  dinner.  On  one  occasion 
Cavendish  announced  to  his  servant  that  six  gen- 
tlemen Avere  to  dine  with  him  that  day.  "  What 
am  I  to  give  them  for  dinner?"  ejaculated  the 
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factotum  in  dismay;  "one  leg  of  mutton  won't 
do  for  six  gentlemen."  "Then  give  them  six 
legs  of  mutton ! "  was  the  philosophical  reply. 


In  1852  Sir  David  went  to  London,  where  he 
met  Prince  Albert,  who  unfolded  to  him  his  plan 
of  a  great  central  Industrial  Exhibition,  to  which 
tlie  £000,000  obtained  from  the  former  exhibi- 
tion would  be  devoted.  The  Prince  told  him  of 
a  letter  which  the  Queen  received  from  some 
Indian  grandee,  addressed  to  the  Rvjht  Honble. 
Sir  George  Victoria^  Queen  of  the  East  India 
Company  ! 


In  1 853  Sir  David  was  in  Paris,  and  was  taken 
to  see  the  astronomer  Arago,  who  was  then  in 
deep  suffering,  and  was  soon  to  die.  lie  thus 
describes  the  interview  :  We  conversed  upon  the 
marvels  of  creation,  and  the  name  of  God  was 
introduced.  This  led  Arago  to  complain  of  the 
difficulties  which  his  reason  experienced  in  un- 
derstanding God.  "But,"  said  I,  "it  is  still 
more  difficult  not  to  comprehend  God."  He  did 
not  deny  it :  "Only,"  added  he,  "in  this  case  I 
abstain,  for  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  understand 
the  God  of  you  philosophers."  "It  is  not  with 
them  that  we  are  dealing,"  replied  I,  "although 
I  believe  that  true  philosophy  necessarily  con- 
ducts us  to  belief  in  God :  it  is  of  the  God  of  the 
Christian  that  I  wish  to  speak."  "Ah!"  he 
exclaimed,  "//e  ivas  the  God  of  my  mother,  he- 
fore  whom  she  always  experienced  so  much  com- 
fort in  kneeling.''^  "Doubtless,"  I  answered. 
He  said  no  more :  his  heart  had  spoken ;  this 
time  he  had  understood. 


Talking  of  parsons :  In  a  charming  novel 
entitled,  "In  Silk  Attire,"  by  William  Black, 
recently  published  by  the  Harpers,  occurs  this 
sentence  concerning  sermons — that  is  to  say,  the 
sort  of  sermon  that  you  and  I,  reader,  know  all 
about  but  don't  talk  about : 

"Sermons  are  like  Scotch  bagpipes — they  sound 
very  well  when  one  doesn't  hear  the7n." 


That  was  not  a  bad  reply  given  recently  at  a 
barn-raising  in  Pennsylvania  to  a  young  man 
who  had  been  relating  his  more  than  wonderful 
exploits  in  various  quarters  of  the  globe.  At 
the  close  of  one  of  these  narratives,  he  was  not  a 
little  set  back  by  the  remark  of  an  old  codger : 
' '  Young  man,  ain't  you  ashamed  to  talk  so  wheyi 
there  are  older  liars  on  the  (/round 


How  laudable  the  effort  when  one  desires  to 
make  every  body  feel  pleasant !  There  was  old 
Dave  Weeks,  of  Salisbury,  Missouri,  a  hard- 
working man,  who  in  harvest-time  would  "hire 
out"  to  the  farmers  for  high  wages.    Once,  when 

hands  Avere  scarce,  Farmer  B  secured  Dave 

in  season.   The  first  day  in  harvest,  before  noon, 

Mr.  A         came  where  Mr.  B          and  Dave 

were  at  work,  and  asked  the  latter  to  help  him 
next  day.    Dave  readily  assented.    Soon  after 

Mr.  C  came  on  the  same  errand,  and  Dave, 

with  equal  alacrity,  promised  him.  Farmer 

B  ,  a  straight,  thorough-going  Presbyterian, 

was  a  little  surprised  at  the  promptitude  with 
which  Dave  promised  to  work  for  so  many  on 
the  same  day,  so  he  said:  "Why,  Dave,  what  j 
do  you  mean  ?    First  you  promised  to  help  me  1 
to-morrow ;  and  now  you've  promised  to  help  | 


two  others — what  do  you  mean?"  "Oh,"  says 
Dave,  "the  fact  is,  /  like  to  see  every  body  yo 
away  feeling  yood!  Treat 'em  all  alike  ;  that's 
my  way 


From  Manchester,  Michigan,  we  have  a  poetic 
effusion  on  "Artist  Love,"  by  O.  Howe  Greene, 
a  colored  poet,  brother  of  the  I.  V.  Greene  named 
in  the  poem : 

Two  artists  painted  in  our  town, 

And  love  arose  between  ; 
The  one  adored  pale  Olive  Brown, 

The  other  I.  V.  Greene. 

Around  the  lovely  Olive's  heart 
Greene  (I.  V.)  twined  and  grew ; 

He  loved  to  paint  her  face — and  part 
Sihe  daily  painted  too. 

Tie  "colored  np"  with  bashful  fright 

Whenever  Brown  met  Greene  ; 
She  "colored  up"  with  Lily  White, 

And  finished  with  Carmine. 

Pale  Olive's  love  soon  changed  its  hue 

From  I.  V.  Greene  to  Black ; 
A  sack  of  gold  arose  in  view, 

And  I.  V.  "got  the  sack." 

Poor  I.  V.  Greene  grew  sickly  blue 

When  Olive  Brown  thus  said  : 
"I  ne'er  shall  change  my  maiden  hue 

To  Greene  with  nary  red." 

MOKAL. 

Sad  I.  V.  Greene  for  gold  doth  toil 

Amid  the  red  Comanches, 
While  Black,  cold  nights,  warms  Olive-oil 

For  two  weak  "Ohve  branches." 


It  is  certainly  gratifying  to  know  that  in  , 

Illinois,  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
is  doing  a  good  work.  One  of  its  most  active 
members  is  Mr.  ,  a  young  gentlemen  of  po- 
sition and  means,  who  has  done  much  in  aiding 
the  poor  and  unfortunate.  At  one  time  he  be- 
came quite  interested  in  a  German  family  in  in- 
digent circumstances.  The  wife  was  quite  sick, 
and  he  visited  her  very  often,  doing  all  he  could 
to  prepare  her  mind  for  the  worst,  if  it  should 
come  to  that.  He  had  not  seen  her  for  a  few 
days  Avhen  he  met  the  husband,  and  the  follow- 
ing conversation  took  place : 

"How  do  vou  do,  Mr.  ?    How  is  your 

wife?" 

"INIein  frau  ? — mein  frau  is  dead." 
"  Dead  !  is  it  possible  ?    Was  she  resigned  ?" 
"Resigned?  resigned  f    Mein  Gott  I  she  had 
to  be!" 


Recently,  in  a  Southern  city,  it  became 
necessary  in  a  certain  church  to  raise  a  few  hun- 
dred dollars  for  Sunday-school  purposes.  The 
anniversary  of  the  school  was  deemed  a  fitting 
opportunity  to  secure  that  amount.  At  the 
proper  time  the  clergyman  made  the  necessary 
explanations,  and  asked,  "Who  will  give f  10?" 
There  Avere  two  responses.  "  Who'll  give  $5  ?" 
Several  gave  |>5.  Two  gentlemen  then  circu- 
lated through  the  aisles,  with  slips  of  paper,  to 
receive  contributions  from  those  who  were  disin- 
clined to  speak  out  in  church.  In  this  Avay  $76 
were  obtained.  "  $200  more  wanted,"  said  the 
clergyman.  Finally,  by  dint  of  coaxing  and  ban- 
tering, the  requisite  sum,  lacking  50  cents,  Avas 
secured.  "Go  round  again  with  the  liat,"  said 
the  persistent  party  in  the  pulpit ;  "I'm  going  to 
have  that  half  dollar  before  I  open  the  door. "  At 
which  remark  a  young  person  poked  his  head 
into  the  window,  and  exclaimed:  "Say,  old 
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gentleman,  open  the  door  and  let  my  gal  out ; 
I'm  tired  of  waiting ;  here's  your  half  dollar  I" 

And  with  one  of  old  Leatherstocking's  long, 
inward  chuckles,  the  sturdy  beggar  ordered  the 
portal  to  be  thrown  back,  and  the  young  person 
and  his  ge-irl  went  their  Avay. 

The  Drawer  is  indebted  to  an  old  contributor 
for  an  extract  from  a  very  quaint  old  sermon  in 
praise  of  thieves  and  thievery.  It  seems  that  in 
the  days  of  good  Queen  Bess  seven  thieves  robbed 
Parson  Hyberdine,  near  Hartley  Row,  in  Hamp- 
shire, and  then  set  him  on  a  hillock  to  preach  a 
sermon  to  them.  Whereon  the  divine  showed 
them  from  the  Scriptures  that  God  commended 
and  allowed  their  trade,  instancing  the  thefts 
committed  by  His  favorites,  Jacob,  Esau,  David, 
and  Chiist  (of  an  asse  and  a  colte  whiche  was 
none  of  his  owne).  "  Indeed,''  says  the  parson, 
"you  are  in  all  points,  save  one,  like  Christ; 
you've  no  dwelling-place,  you're  laid  wait  for, 
you're  taken,  condemned,  and  hanged,  and  you 
go  to  hell.  But  you  dont  ascend  into  heaven, 
unless  God  gives  you  grace,  which  I  pray  he 
may."  On  this  the  thieves  returned  the  parson 
his  money,  and  gave  him  2s.  "  to  drynke,  for  hys 
sermon."  The  Cotton  MS.  says  7s.,  and  leaves 
out  the  drink. 


I?^  a  recent  Number  of  the  Drawer  we  illus- 
trated, by  advertisements  from  an  Oregon  jour- 
nal, how  "empire,"  with  its  billiard  saloons, 
cigar  shops,  etc.,  had  not  only  "taken  its  way 
Westward,"  but  had  actually  arrived  there,  and 
successfully  established  itself  in  business.  "We 
have  since  had  brought  to  our  notice  a  few  other 
advertisements,  published  in  different  parts  of 
the  country,  showing  that  this  species  of  compo- 
sition is  stepping  altogether  beyond  the  old,  dry, 
humdrum  style  of  "decent  debility"  which  in 
times  past  was  deemed  to  be  part  and  parcel  of 
advertising  literature.  Take,  for  example,  the 
following  announcement  in  the  leading  organ  of 
public  opinion  in  Boise  City,  Idaho.  How  fresh 
and  (horse)-racy  compared  with  the  advertise- 
ments of  the  Eastern  horse-man  : 

"LIVERY  AND  FEED  STABLE— Main  Street, 
Boise  City,  I.  T.,  Samuel  F.  P.  Briggs,  Prop. 

"  Fine  buggies  aud  as  fine  horses  as  ever  tiirew  their 
tail  over  the  dash, 

"You  see  how  it  is!  It's  nothing  to  me  whether 
Idaho  has  a  Governor  or  not.  'Give  me  another 
horse  !'  exclaimed  King  Richard.  He  need  not  thus 
exclaimed  more  than  once  if  near  my  stable — could 
have  had  any  number,  and  better  man  ne'er  threw  his 
leg  over. 

'"  Good  horses,  good  feed— put  a  nice  polish  on  your 
Xorse,  or  any  thing  in  the  livery  business.  So  if  you 
want  any  thing  in  my  line  I'm  your  man,  looking  as  I 
do.  Y'ou  bet  1  I'll  do  all  I  say,  and  that's  what's  the 
matter  with  the  young  canine." 

In  the  same  imtrammeled  vehicle  of  independ- 
ent thought  is  tlie  following: 

"MOUNT  HOOD  SALOON— Opposite  Idaho  Meat 
Market,  Main  Street,  Boise  City,  I.  T.  The  best  of 
wines,  liquors,  and  cigars  on  hand  and  dispensed  at  the 
bar.   Call  in,  and  invite  the  Boy,  and  take  a  smile." 

In  another  column  this  hilarious  invitation  is 
vouchsafed : 

"  WANTED  IMMEDIATELY— Eight  or  ten  good, 
able-bodied  men  can  find  a  winter's  job  by  applying  at 
the  Chronicle  office  immediately.  We  want  them  lo  act 
in  the  capacity  of  '  fighting  editors.'  We  will  furnish 
the  'thunder'  and  coffins,  and  they  must  furnish  the 
'muscle'  and  weapons.  Those  applying  lirst  will  get 
the  best  '  lay  outs.'  We  pay  according  to  the  rank  of 
the  man  whipped.   N.B.  Meals  extra." 


The  ' '  free  and  happy  spirit  that,  unseen,  hovers 
o'er"  the  Idaho  newspaper  man  finds,  in  oddity 
of  expression,  its  equal  in  the  journals  of  the 
sea-board.  Thus,  in  Conway,  New  Hampshire,  a 
man  who  had  undergone  some  botherment  in  his 
marital  relations,  makes,  in  the  paper  of  that 
town,  this  generous  avowal : 

"WHEREAS  I,  Daniel  Clay,  through  misrepre- 
sentation, was  induced  to  post  my  wife  Rhoda  in  the 
papers,  now  beg  leave  to  inform  the  public  that  I  have 
taken  her  to  wite,  after  settling  all  our  domestic  broils 
in  an  amicable  manner ;  so  that  every  thing,  as  usual, 
goes  on  like  clock-work." 

Next,  in  the  Herald  of  this  city,  a  young  gen- 
tleman who  feels  a  willingness  to  sacrifice  him- 
self to  the  happiness  of  somebody  else's  family, 
thus  unbosoms  his  alacrity  : 

"WANTED— A  situation  as  son-in-law  in  a  re- 
spectable family.  Blood  and  breeding  no  object,  being 
already  supplied  ;  capital  essential.  No  objection  to 
go  a  short  distance  in  the  country." 

Quite  the  opposite  of  this,  among"  the  mar- 
riage notices  published  in  a  recent  number  of 
the  Richmond  (Virginia)  Whig  is  the  subjoined, 
which,  either  bv  proof-reader  or  foreman  in  mak- 
ing up  the  form,  makes  an  absurd  blunder : 

"  KAsr.Y — BtJRKS. — At  the  Episcopal  Church,  in  Lib- 
erty, on  the  14th  inst.,  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Wharton,  Mr.  Jno. 

SOAP,  1395  pounds. 
S.  Kasev  and  Miss  Fannie  Claiborne,  dauehter  of 
E.  C.  Burks,  Esq.,  all  of  Bedford  County,  Virginia." 


-    "Maurice  Deil"  contributes  an  epitaph : 

A  quondam  resident  of  New  Brunswick,  New 
Jersey,  who  long  since  "shuffled  off  this  mortal 
coil, "  was  one  of  the  few  mortals  destined  to  have 
his  memory  perpetuated  by  two  head-stones.  One 
is  standing  in  the  Presbyteiian  church -yard, 
where  his  body  is,  and  the  other  in  the  jNIethod- 
ist  church-yard,  where  his  body  was.  The  latter 
bears  the  following : 

"Interred  in  this  spot  his  body  did  lay, 
On  the  grounds  selected,  for  which  he  did  pay ; 
But  his  widow  would  not  let  his  body  alone, 
Because  his  first  children  reared  the  stone. 
After  his  death  his  children  and  second  wife 
Sought  to  hold  what  he  had  earned  during  his  life; 
His  first  children  no  claim,  no  portion  should  hold, 
So  they  robbed  his  grave,  and  his  lot  they  sold." 


In  one  of  the  interior  tOAvns  of  Pennsylvania 
an  enterprising  fellow  deals  in  books,  stationery, 
Yankee  notions,  etc.  If  the  customer  inquires 
for  anv  article  not  on  hand,  the  dealer  is  sure  to 
have  something  else  which  will  answer  just  as 
well.  Last  summer  a  gentleman  entered  the 
store  and  asked  for  a  copy  of  "The  Potiphar 
Papers."  "Haven't  got  them,"  was  the  reply; 
"  hut  I  have  some  most  excellent  Jiij-jiaper 


Doubtless  one  of  the  most  difficult  things  to 
do  well,  on  the  shortest  notice,  is  to  write  an  ed- 
itorial "leader."  Writing  "leaders"  is  one  of 
the  finest  of  the  fine  arts.  We  are  impelled  to 
this  original  observation  on  perusing  in  one  of 
the  leading  organs  of  public  opinion  in  Nebraska 
an  editorial  on  "Christmas,"  from  which  we 
quote,  verbatim,  the  two  opening  paragraphs: 

"In  wishing  our  readers  a  meary  Christmas, 
we  are  givingutterence  to  the  universal  expres- 
sion of  this  day.  But  there  is  more  in  the  occa- 
1  sion  than  at  first  sight  may  present  itself  to  the 
mind  of  the  public. 

1     "  Christmas  is  a  suggistive  day  in  the  annals 
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of  the  Christian  Church.  It  is  not  necessary  in 
this  connection  to  say  that  this  is  the  day  on 
which  Christ,  who  was  crucified  for  the  sins  of 
the  world,  rose  from  the  dead.  Commentators 
are  not  agreed  on  this  point.  That  he  did  make 
mediation  for  us  is  a  matter  of  universal  belief, 
and  according  to  the  teachings  of  inspiration. 
This  fact  is  the  only  one  to  which  the  attention 
of  the  world  need  be  invited,  and  if  we  take  the 
present  day  as  an  anniversary  of  that  important 
event,  all  important  ends  are  subsen'ed. " 


The  following  epitaph  comes  from  a  Green 
Spring,  Ohio,  correspondent,  copied  by  him  from 
a  stone  in  a  grave-yard  in  the  northern  part  of 
that  State : 

"  Farewell  children  strive  to  meet  me 
lu  this  sweet  this  healthe  home 
Where  no  care  shall  ever  greet  thee 
Thy  ouec'd  Father  bids  the  come. 
As  the  volt  received  its  silent  guest 
I  conld  not  weep,  biit  my  heart  did  bust 
Within  my  breast." 

*'  Onee'd"  is  good. 


The  Rev.  Alexander  Mackay,  LL.D.,  has  re- 
cently given  to  the  world  a  work  on  Facts  and 
Dates,  or  the  Leading  Events  in  Sacred  and  Pro- 
fane History,  the  Memory  being  aided  through- 
out by  a  Simple  and  Natural  I^Iethod.  It  is 
quite  common  to  hear  people  say,  "I  have  a 
poor  memory  for  dates. "  Here  is  the  remedy  : 
take  daily,  every  two  hours,  three  or  four  of 
Mackay 's  patent  chronological  pills  (each  pill  is 
a  date),  and  you  will  soon  remember  and  repeat 
various  dates,  from  the  creation  of  man,  accord- 
ing to  Usher,  down  to  the  conflagration  of  the 
world,  according  to  Dr.  Gumming.  If,  for  in- 
stance, you  wish  to  impress  upon  your  mind  that 
the  date  of  the  death  of  Absalom  was  1023  B.C., 
all  ybu  have  to  do  is  to  resort  to  the  literary  pill- 
box, and  remember  the  sentence,  a  beautiful 
youth  found  hanging. Or,  if  you  wish  to  recall 
the  fact  that  B.C.  1014  Solomon  married  Pha- 
raoh's daughter,  you  are  simply  to  bear  in  mind 
the  line  ' '  Betrothed  a  ivife  of  colored  skin. "  Or, 
that  in  1095  B.C.  Saul  was  crowned  first  King  of 
Isi'ael,  you  have  but  to  commit  the  words,  "  They 
chose  a  young  tall  leader;"  though  it  has  been 
suggested  that  thoroughly  to  have  this  great 
event  impressed  upon  the  memory  would  be  to 
throw  it  into  verse,  something,  say,  like  this  : 

The  young  King  Saul  was  very  tall, 

And  never  king  was  taller ; 
But  tho'  King  Saul  was  very  tall, 

Far  better  kings  were  smaller. 

For  all  his  size,  he  was  not  wise; 

Nor  was  he  long  anointed 
Ere  people  said,  with  shaking  head, 

"We're  sadly  disappointed." 

On  the  upper  lakes  it  is  the  custom  in  winter 
to  cut  holes  through  the  ice,  and  the  fish,  at- 
tracted by  the  light,  collect  and  are  taken  with 
nets  in  large  numbers.  It  often  happens  that 
the  fish  are  of  small  size,  and  these  the  fisher- 
men usually  give  to  the  poor  women  and  chil- 
dren who  are  always  about.  Jake  Walton  was 
an  old  fisherman,  as  noted  for  his  profanity  as 
his  success  in  his  calling.  One  day  Jake  had  a 
large  haul  of  small  fish,  and  a  few  of  large  size. 
CalHng  some  women,  he  gave  them  the  large  j 
ones,  and  proceeded  to  gather  up  the  small  for  j 
sale.    One  of  his  fraternity  inquired  the  cause  i 


of  this  strange  action.  Jake  turned  his  eyes  with 
a  quizzical  look,  and  said:  "I've  hearn  that 
what  you  give  to  the  poor  you  lend  to  the  Lord. 
Now,  when  them  fishes  is  paid  back,  1  don't 
want  no  such  mess  of  darned  little  Jishes  put 
on  to  me ! " 


Timothy  G.  Coffin,  widely  known  as  "Tim 
Cofinin,"  was  for  forty  years  a  famous  man  in  New 
Bedford,  and  an  honored  lawyer  of  Bristol  Coun- 
ty. They  tell  us  that  in  person  he  was  short, 
and  rather  thick-set.  No  one  saw  him  without 
admiring  his  constant  rufiled  shirt  and  neatness 
of  dress.  Still  more  would,  he  remark  the  intel- 
lectual character  of  the  man,  the  fine  head,  the 
prominent  eye,  the  general  expression  of  power 
in  the  man.  How  his  whole  soul  went  into  his 
case !  The  petty  case  in  the  police  court  was 
fought  with  all  the  energy  and  fidelity  he  gave 
the  most  intricate  cause  in  the  higher  tribunals. 
Kind  to  young  lawyers,  ever  ready  to  counsel 
and  assist  them ;  he  was  courteous  to  antagonists ; 
he  was  profoundly  respectftil  to  the  Court — when 
he  was  afraid  of  his  Honor. 

The  veteran  advocate  was  very  successful  in 
jury  cases.  He  was  full  of  wit  and  story,  A 
joker  every  where,  he  had  to  take  hard  hits  as 
well  as  give  them.  Erom  among  the  many  sto- 
ries told  us,  we  select  the  following,  as  fairly 
representative : 

Mr.  Coffin  was  in  the  barber's  shop  one  Sun- 
day morning.  The  crowd  there  collected  were 
whiling  away  the  waiting  by  discussing  with  Tim 
the  meaning  of  the  word  eternity.  Each  was 
giving  in  turn  his  views.  The  discussion  was 
lagging  as  an  old  and  favorite  deputy-sheriif 
stepped  in.  Said  Tim  to  him,  "Now  just  give 
us  your  idea  of  eternity."  "AYell,"  replied  he, 
turning  to  the  crowd,  ' '  if  Tim  Coffin  borrows  a 
hundred  of  any  one  of  you  on  his  note,  and 
should  come  and  pay  up,  you  may  be  sure  eter- 
nity has  begun.^^ 

The  Hon.  John  H.  Clifford,  in  opening  a  crim- 
inal case  in  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth,  where 
Mr.  Coffin  defended  the  accused,  said  to  the  jury : 

"I  will  show  you,  gentlemen,  by  ]Mr.   ,  a 

man  Avhose  truth  no  man  dares  question — "  Up 
jumps  Mr.  Coffin,  with — '"''Dare!  dare!  who 
says  I  dare  not  ?  I  protest  against  such  a  word 
in  this  court!"  I\Ir.  Clifford  resumed:  "Gen- 
tlemen, I  ask  my  brother's  pardon.  He  dare  do 
any  thing." 

Mr.  Coffin  could  hit  witnesses  hard.  In  de- 
fending a  suit  he  once  asked  a  very  pompous 
witness,  in  cross-examination,  "What  is  your 
business?"  "I  am  a  professional  man,  Sir." 
"Lawyer?"  "No,  Sir."  "Doctor?"  Grave 
shake  of  the  head.  "  Clergyman  ?"  Still  more 
pompous  denial.  "Well,  what  are  you  then?" 
The  witness,  after  clearing  his  throat,  grandly 
pulled  down  his  waistcoat,  and  answ^ered,  "  I 
am.  Sir,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace."  "Ah  !"  said 
Mr.  Coffin.  In  closing  his  case  to  the  jury,  Mr. 
Coffin,  in  speaking  of  this  man,  said:  "This 
witness  reminds  me  of  an  incident  which  hap- 
pened to  me  on  a  trip  I  once  made  to  Edgarton. 
It  was  on  a  lovely  Sunday  morning  that  our  boat 
got  in.  We  were  passing  up  into  the  town  be- 
yond the  wharf  when  we  saw  a  ])ig-pen  near  a 
house.  One  of  the  party,  more  curious  than  the 
rest,  looked  into  the  pen,  and  with  a  loud  oath 
called  attention  to  the  monster  Avifhin — a  hog 
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■with  misplaced  head,  and  with  one  paw  pointing 
lip  into  mid-air.  With  many  an  oath  he  was 
expressing  to  the  party  his  astonishment  at  see- 
ing such  a  creature,  when  the  front  door  of  a 
neighboring  house  slowly  opened.  A  tall  and 
reverend-looking  man  came  out,  and  with  meas- 
ured pace  advanced  toward  the  group.  Looking 
that  profane  man  in  the  face,  he  said,  '  Sir,  if 
you  dare  utter  another  oath  on  this  island  this 
bright  Sunday  morning  I  shall  punish  you  se- 
verely. '  The  offender  looked  up  astounded,  and 
as  soon  as  he  recovered  his  breath  blurted  out, 
'  W-w-who  are  you  ?'  '  I  am.  Sir,  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace. '  The  wretch  looked  at  him  slowly, 
from  head  to  foot,  as  if  to  take  it  all  in,  and  said, 

as  if  in  a  reverie,  '  Well,  now,  I  am  a  sight 

more  surprised  than  when  I  saw  the  hog ! '  " 

Tim  once  rejn-esented  a  husband,  defendant  in 
a  divorce  case.  The  wife  asking  the  divorce  had 
a  comfortable  property  on  her  marriage.  As  the 
day  of  trial  drew  on,  the  tearful  husband  Avould 
come  in,  day  after  day,  and  take  up  Mr.  Coffin's 
time  needlessly.  In  he  came  one  morning,  and 
said  sadly  to  Mr.  Coffin  that  he  would  like  to 
talk  with  him  about  the  case.  Mr.  Coffin,  bland 
as  May,  looked  up  and  said,  "I  wish  you  first 
to  go  home  and  write  me  an  essay."  "What 
about  ?"  was  the  mournful  question.  Mr.  Coffin 
replied,  "About  what  a  hell  on  earth  it  is  to 
marrv  a  woman  w  ith  more  monev  than  vou  have." 


The  spirit  of  poesy  is  happily  extant  in  Texas. 
A  lady  of  rhythmic  tastes  in  Austin  is  kind  enough 
to  send  us  a  copy  of  the  superscription  on  an  en- 
velope recently  mailed  in  that  city  : 

"  O,  hasten  me  np  to  Richmond  town, 
In  the  State  of  Vksrinia,  where  I  am  bound, 
And  turn  me  over  to  A.  J.  Terry, 
A  handsome  youth  and  muchly  merry ; 
Who  once  was  so  modest  and  easy  to  please, 
But  now  has  lived  through  it  and  joined  the  police  ; 
So  there's  where  you'll  find  him  at  No.  1  Station, 
The  happiest  cuss'  in  the  whole  Yankee  nation." 

"How  is  that?"  asks  our  fair  correspondent; 
"  wouldn't  he  make  a  gay  correspondent  for  a  fast 
boarding-school  miss  ?" 

Probably;  though  the  poetry  is  not  strictly 
first-class. 

So  rapid  is  their  way  of  doing  things  in  Chi- 
cago that,  when  a  man  makes  up  his  mind  to  re- 
form (rather  a  tough  job),  it  becomes  important 
to  fix  him  promptly.  It  is  therefore  necessary, 
at  times,  to  cut  a  hole  in  the  ice  to  perform  the 
solemn  ceremony  of  baptism.  On  one  of  these 
occasions  a  convert,  who  had  felt  the  necessity 
of  that  rite,  was  immersed,  and  on  coming  out 
was  asked  by  the  ministei*,  "How  do  you  feel 
now,  brother  ?"  "  Better, "  was  the  reply ;  "  put 
me  in  again."  The  request  was  complied  with, 
and  after  the  second  dip,  the  question  was  re- 
peated, "How  do  you  feel  noivf  "Better! 
better  was  the  response,  in  a  solemn  tone  of 
voice — "  the  devil  may  go  to  grass  noiv 

Such  is  the  plucky  spirit  of  the  Chicago  con- 
vert ! 

In  certain  States  of  this  republic — in  New  En- 
gland as  well  as  in  the  West — the  ease  with  which 
a  dissolution  of  the  marriage  tie  can  be  effected 
has  become  proverbial.  In  Kentucky,  however, 
the  courts  appear  to  be  taking  cognizance  of 
cases  where  the  parties  claim  the  right  to  buy 


and  sell  wives  in  open  market  as  they  do  hog 
and  hominy. 

Recently  in  Newport,  Kentucky  (across  the 
Ohio  River,  opposite  Cincinnati),  a  cause  for 
ejectment  was  on  trial,  in  which  the  defendants 
called  a  witness  by  the  name  of  Isaac  Yelton 
for  the  purpose  of  impeaching  the  testimony  of 
a  witness  named  William  Orcutt,  who  had  testi- 
fied on  behalf  of  the  plaintiffs.  After  the  direct 
examination  of  Yelton  was  concluded,  he  was 
turned  over  to  INIr.  Carlisle,  one  of  the  attor- 
neys for  the  plaintiffs,  for  cross-examination, 
when  the  following  evidence  was  elicited  : 

Attorney.  "Are  you  and  Orcutt  on  good 
terms  with  each  other  ?" 

Witness.  "Yes,  Sir." 

Attorney.  ' '  Did  you  never  have  an v  quarrel 
or  difficulty?" 

Witness.  "No,  Sir;  we  never  did." 

Attorney.  "Did  you  not  take  Orcutt's  wife 
away  from  him  and  run  away  with  her ;  and  did 
you  not  have  a  difficulty  with  him  about  that?" 

Witness.  "I  never  took  his  wife  away  from 
him." 

Attorney.  "Did  not  you  and  a  man  named 
Gosney  take  his  wife  away?" 

Witness.  ' '  His  wife  went  away  with  me  and 
Gosney,  but  we  did  not  take  her  away  from 
Orcutt.  There  was  no  difficulty  at  all  about  it ; 
it  was  all  satisfactory.  I  traded  him  a  horse 
for  his  wife,  but  I  found  that  I  had  been  im- 
posed on,  and  I  returned  her  to  him,  and  it  v/as 
all  right.  There  was  no  quarrel  or  difficulty 
about  it." 

Attorney.  "  How  were  you  imposed  upon  ?" 

Witness.  "I  traded  the  horse  for  his  wife, 
but  he  put  on  me  besides  two  children  and  a 
dog ;  so  I  returned  her  to  him.  I  do  not  mean 
that  he  cheated  me  in  the  trade,  for  the  transac- 
tion was  all  fair ;  but  he  imposed  on  me — he  got 
the  best  of  the  bargain.  I  had  no  zise  for  the  tioo 
children  and  the  dog.^^ 

The  idea  of  impeaching  a  son  of  Kentucky  for 
"such  conducts  as  those!" 


In  the  January  Drawer,  in  alluding  to  the 
sham  epitaphs  which  are  so  frequently  written 
upon  particular  trades  or  professions,  that  upon 
Strange,  the  lawyer,  was  distinguished  as  the  clev- 
erest one  upon  the  legal  profession.  A  corre- 
spondent reminds  us  of  one  which  he  thinks  is 
even  more  clever.    It  is  this : 

"Hie  jacet  Jacobus  Straw, 
Who  forty  years  followed  the  law; 

When  he  died 

The  Devil  cried, 
Jacob,  give  us  your  paw." 


In  Crabb  Robinson's  Diary  is  this  hit  of  Syd- 
ney Smith's,  now  first  published :  At  the  time 
when  Newman,  Pusey,  Keble,  and  others,  orig- 
inated that  movement  in  the  English  Church 
which  seems  to  have  culminated  in  Ritualism, 
Smith  remarked  that  the  movement  should  not 
be  called  Puseyism,  but  Newmania  1 

It  was  a  brother  of  ]\Irs.  Barbauld  who  wrote 
the  couplet  with  which  a  good  man  might  close 
his  earthly  existence,  and  with  which  we  close 
the  present  Number  of  the  Drawer  : 

"From  the  banquet  of  Life  rise  a  satisfied  guest, 
Thank  the  Lord  of  the  Feast,  and  in  hope  go  to 
rest." 
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ON  THE  PARANA. 

FROM  Buenos  Ayres  to  the  old  capital  of 
Paraguay,  Asuncion,  there  are  one  thou- 
sand miles  of  broad  and  yellow  Avater,  known  as 
the  La  Plata,  the  Parana,  and  the  Paraguay 
rivers — the  last  two  contributing  with  the  Uru- 
guay to  form  the  first,  and  the  Avhole  perform- 
ing for  the  Southern  continent  of  America  the 
grand  office  which  the  Mississippi  and  its  con- 
fluents fulfill  for  the  great  continent  of  the 
North.  In  olden  times — that  is  to  say,  before 
the  war — should  the  reader  have  ascended  these 


rivers,  he  would  have  found  little  in  his  passage 
to  interrupt  the  contemplation  of  the  somewhat 
monotonous  tropical  beauties  of  the  banks.  He 
would  have  seen  the  white  wings  of  a  few  peace- 
ful traders  tacking  back  and  forth  in  the  long 
reaches  of  river,  or  heard  the  hoarse  whistle  of 
an  occasional  steamer  rushing  down  with  the 
swift  current  or  laboring  heavily  in  its  slow  as- 
cent. He  could  have  enjoyed,  with  little  inter- 
ruption, the  endless  gambols  of  the  monkeys 
among  the  drooping  foliage  on  either  side ;  the 
chatter  of  parrots  and  Southern  birds  of  gor- 
geous plumage  ;  the  odor  of  flowers,  which  few 
other  lands  produce  in  such  wonderful  variety 
of  color,  form,  and  fragrance.  He  could  have 
seen,  perhaps,  from  time  to  time,  a  stealthy 
tiger  staring  at  him  thrnngh  the  heavy  trailing 
vines ;  and  often  a  crocodile,  steering  in  the 
quiet  eddies  with  scarce  a  ripple  in  his  Avake, 
and  preparing  a  little  surprise-party  for  some 
gigantic  white  crane,  or  other  river  bird,  pa- 
tiently waiting  for  his  dinner  by  the  water-side. 
And  surveying  all  these  things  with  attention, 
as  also  occasional  bluffs  moderately  high,  capped 
with  little  villages  fair  to  view  from  the  water, 
and  sometimes,  during  the  flooded  season,  vast 
inroads  of  the  river  over  miles  of  the  flat  Chaco, 
interspersed  with  islands  of  perpetual  green,  he 
would  have  about  as  good  an  idea  of  the  gener- 
al appearance  of  the  La  Plata  and  its  chief 
tributaries,  in  the  days  of  peace,  as  it  is  the 
desire  of  the  writer  to  present.  Later,  should 
we  not  tire  of  each  other's  company,  when  we 
come  down  these  rivers,  which  it  is  now  our 
purpose  to  ascend,  we  will  point  out,  as  guide, 
the  more  noticeable  features — such  as  the  cities 
of  Rosario,  the  future  capital  of  the  Argentine 
Republic,  and  the  terminus  of  an  important 
railroad ;  Corrientes,  the  name  whereof  is  in- 
separably connected  with  the  first  chapters  of 
the  war  on  the  La  Plata ;  and  other  points 
where  im])ortant  events  took  place  in  the  exist- 
ing war,  or  in  the  older  troubles  in  Avhich  the 
river  states  were  involved. 

We  have  s])oken  of  the  river  in  its  ])eaceful 
days.  But  it  is  sadly  changed  now  ;  for  though 
flower  and  foliage  are  still  upon  its  banks,  and 
its  swift  current  sweeps  as  steadily  as  ever  to 
the  sea,  yet  bird  and  beast  have  fled  inland 
from  the  shore,  affViglited  by  the  constant  stream 
of  a  fatal  commerce,  born  of  the  necessities  of 
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war  ;  and  even  the  impertinent  monkey  scarce 
ventures  to  the  margin  to  survey  upon  the  pass- 
ing transports  the  black  soldiery  of  Brazil,  whom 
the  Paraguayans  insist  upon  calling  his  broth- 
ers— a  relationship  which  the  willful  animal 
declines  to  recognize. 

In  the  year  18G8  an  American  squadron  left 
Buenos  Ayres  to  perform  the  same  journey 
which  we  have  in  contemplation ;  and  inasmuch 
as  these  navy  men  are  good  traveling  compan- 
ions, it  will  serve  our  present  purpose  to  take 
passage  on  one  or  all  of  the  vessels  of  the  fleet. 
Should  the  reader  be  curious  to  learn  the  pur- 
pose for  which  the  squadron  sailed,  we  would 
refer  him  to  a  forthcoming  publication  on  that 
subject,  of  about  a  thousand  pages  more  or  less, 
soon  to  be  issued  in  Washington,  wherein  he 
will  find  in  detail  all  about  the  expedition,  its 
objects  and  results,  with  much  other  interesting 
matter,  which  he  has  a  perfect  right  to  read 
and  enjoy,  because  he  pays  for  its  publication. 

Humaita,  the  formidable  fortress  where  the 
Paraguayans  made  their  second  great  stand  for 
independence,  is  occupied  now  as  a  hospital 
camp  for  the  allies.  Its  works  have  been  de- 
molished ;  and  the  old  church  standing  in  the 
rear,  half  destroyed  and  riddled  in  every  part  by 
shot,  seems  typical  of  the  desolation  which  has 
come  upon  the  land.  We  passed  it  at  night. 
A  few  allied  transports  were  moored  near  the 
shore.  The  customary  lights  twinkled  in  their 
rigging ;  but  beyond  this  there  was  neither  sign 
nor  sound  to  indicate  the  presence  of  men.  As 
we  approached  Las  Palmas  the  evidences  of 
the  war  became  each  hour  more  visible.  The 
river  was  full  of  transports,  with  occasional 
men-of-war,  Monitors  and  iron-clads  chiefly, 
and  all  of  them  flying  the  faded  green  flag  of 
Brazil.    The  transports  generally  displayed  the 


Argentine  and  Oriental  flags,  for  the  two  re- 
publics allied  with  Brazil  have  modestly  limit- 
ed their  ambition  on  the  water  to  the  well-paid 
performance  of  the  carrying  trade  of  the  army. 
At  Las  Palmas,  in  a  straight  reach  of  river  of  a 
mile  or  more  in  extent,  there  were  numberless 
vesseh  of  every  description  and  of  many  na- 
tionalities. They  were  moored  on  the  Para- 
guayan shore,  where  the  banks  were  about  twelve 
feet  high,  or  anchored  in  the  stream  near  the  op- 
posite side.  There  were  steamers  and  sailing- 
vessels  and  barges  and  tugs  of  every  conceiv- 
able build,  intermixed  in  that  admirable  confu- 
sion which  only  Jack  knows  how  to  create  and 
untangle  with  a  facility  which  is  the  wonder 
of  landsmen.  On  the  shore,  covering  several 
acres,  was,  of  course,  the  irrepressible  sutler, 
with  his  booths  and  tents  and  stands  and  shan- 
ties, each  of  them  flying  a  gay  flag  or  streamer, 
and  displaying  inartistic  signs  in  Spanish  and 
Portuguese  bearing  witness  to  the  worth  and 
beauty  of  the  wares  within.  The  tents  and 
booths  w^ere  an*anged  generally  in  streets,  which 
were  full  of  people  of  both  sexes  and  many  na- 
tions. There  were  noise  and  bustle  and  filth 
and  gayety,  such  as  are  found  in  the  rear  of  all 
armies  at  the  points  where  their  great  depots 
are  established.  The  decks  of  the  vessels,  too, 
were  full  of  life.  They  were  mostly  vessels  of 
the  allied  countries  ;  but  an  occasional  salute 
as  we  passed  betrayed  here  and  there  the  pres- 
ence of  the  more  mannerly  flags  of  Europe. 
International  courtesy  is  not  a  virtue  on  the 
equator,  nor  south  of  it ;  but  time  and  travel 
will  remedy  that.  The  general  appearance  of 
Las  Palmas  and  its  landing  resembled  in  much 
— although  gayer  and  more  picturesque  in  its 
disphiy  of  bunting  and  gay  colors — such  scenes 
as  the  James  River  presented  a  few  years  since 
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near  City  Point,  when  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac was  operating  against  Petersburg. 

We  steamed  rapidly  through  the  long  ave- 
nue of  transports,  and  in  a  few  minutes  found 
ourselves  among  the  vessels  of  the  Brazilian 
squadron.  The  commodore  came  on  board 
to  salute  the  American  admiral,  and  assured 
us  that  no  military  or  other  obstruction  would 
prevent  our  passing  higher  up  to  the  Para- 
guayan position.  The  commodore  was  a 
pleasant-mannered  man  who  had  been  edu- 
cated in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  and 
spoke  English  with  some  fluency.  After  a 
few  minutes'  conversation  he  paddled  off  in 
the  shore  boat  in  which  he  had  come  on 
board,  to  resume  his  labors,  which  at  this 
time,  it  appears,  were  of  a  character  which 
might  properly  have  been  assigned  to  that 
mythical  branch  of  the  service,  the  "  horse 
marines."  He  was  engaged  in  passing  the 
allied  cavalry  from  the  Paraguayan  to  the 
Chaco  side  of  the  river,  to  be  sent  above  the 
batteries  of  Angostura. 

We  proceeded  immediately  on  our  journey, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  rounded  a  point  and  dis- 
covered  for  the  first  time  the  tri-colored  flag 
of  Paraguay  waving  over  these  celebrated  bat- 
teries. There  were  mounted  at  this  point  six- 
teen guns  on  the  river-front.  One  was  a  Whit- 
worth  gun  of  large  calibre,  captured  months  be- 
fore from  the  enemy  under  circumstances  which 
will  illustrate  the  mode  of  warfare  of  the  Para- 
guayan army  better  than  pages  of  description. 
At  Paso  Pucu  the  allies  had  maintained  a 
steady  fire  for  many  days  and  nights  on  the 
Paraguayan  position.  This  Whitworth  gun 
was  their  most  formidable  and  annoying  piece. 
Lopez  gave  orders  that  the  shot  or  bolts  should 
be  carefully  collected  as  they  fell.  In  the  course 
of  time  it  had  delivered  two  thousand  project- 
iles, all  of  which  had  been  carefully  collected. 
The  fact  was  announced  to  Lopez,  whereupon 
he  ordered  an  expedition  to  go  and  bring  him 
the  gun.  The  party  started,  carried  that  part 
of  the  allied  works  by  assault,  and  brought  off 
all  the  guns  that  were  mounted  there.  The 
Whitworth  gun,  however,  being  heavy  and  un- 
wieldy, arid  its  special  value  unknown  to  the 
officers  of  the  expedition,  was  abandoned  in 
heavy  ground  outside  the  allied  intrenchments. 
Upon  learning  this  fact  President  Lopez  dis- 
patched another  party,  who  returned  and  found 
the  enemy  engaged  in  recovering  the  gun.  The 
Paraguayans  drove  them  off,  retook  the  piece, 
and  brought  it  in  triumph  into  their  lines,  where, 
on  the  following  day,  it  opened  fire  with  the 
very  shot  it  had  been  furnishing  for  weeks  to 
its  new  masters.  The  loss  of  the  Paraguayans 
was  very  great  in  this  performance,  but  they 
obeyed  orders  to  the  letter. 

We  remained  several  days  before  the  bat- 
teries of  Angostura.  There  were  negotiations 
in  progress  which  were  several  times  interrupt- 
ed by  the  operations  of  the  war.  That  is  to 
say,  Brazilian  iron-clads  came  up  three  or  four 
times  around  the  point  flying  the  American 
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flag  and  a  flag  of  truce  at  the  fore,  and  gave  us 
notice  that  they  were  about  to  attack  the  bat- 
teries. The  attack  consisted  generally  in  firing 
three  or  four  shots  at  long  range,  receiving  as 
many  in  reply,  delivered  usually  with  excellent 
aim,  and  then  dropping  down  with  the  current 
after  this  valorous  display  to  rejoin  the  admir- 
ing squadron.  It  may  be  well  to  mention,  how- 
ever, that  the  undoubted  purpose  of  these  per- 
formances was  merely  to  annoy  the  Americans, 
compelling  us  to  weigh  anchor  and  get  out  of 
range,  as  bound  in  courtesy  to  do,  as  often  as  the 
Brazilian  commander  chose  to  repeat  this  some- 
what petty  and  undignified  manoeuvre. 

During  these  days  on  the  river  the  thermom- 
eter reached  one  hundred  every  day,  and  the 
mosquitoes  many  millions  every  night.  Against 
the  latter  there  was  no  possible  protection. 
Nets  were  a  feeble  defense.  They  seemed  to 
enter  by  some  mysterious  process,  or,  in  the 
language  of  a  distinguished  naval  officer,  when 
this  was  impossible,  they  would  "run  out  an  out- 
rigger as  long  as  a  stunsail  boom,  and  operate 
through  the  netting  with  the  quiet  triumph  of 
genius."  They  never  seemed  to  become  sur- 
feited by  feeding,  and  should  their  hapless  vic- 
tim attempt  to  escape  them  by  violent  exercise 
on  the  deck,  they  followed  him  in  clouds  all 
night,  and  only  left  him  with  the  rising  of  the 
sun.  The  middies  discovered  that  there  was 
refuge  in  the  tops,  and  betook  themselves  there 
each  night,  where,  it  appears,  the  musquitocs 
never  mounted.  The  young  gentlemen,  how- 
ever, fearing  the  encroachments  of  superior 
rank,  kept  very  still  in  regard  to  the  advantages 
of  their  elevated  dormitories,  and  only  revealed 
the  secret  at  the  end  of  the  voyage.  In  the 
mean  time  some  of  the  crew  became  disabled 
from  want  of  rest  under  this  incessant  infliction. 
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Under  the  circumstances,  therefore,  it  is  better 
to  dismiss  the  navy  and  let  them  return  to  the 
welcome  freshness  of  the  salt  ocean  breezes, 
while  Ave  journey  inland  to  the  head-quarters 
of  the  army  of  the  republic. 

The  squadron  returned  rapidly  to  the  sea 
without  incident  of  importance.  The  officers 
amused  themselves  with  occasional  shots  at 
birds  or  beasts  on  the  shore.  In  one  instance  a 
most  extraordinary  transformation  was  wrought 
by  the  rather  questionable  rifle  practice  of  a 
gallant  captain,  who  fired  at  a  white  crane  on 
the  shore,  and  was  astonished  to  behold  the 
strange  bird  suddenly  assume  the  shape  and 
proportions  of  a  native  of  the  country,  who  had 
been  stooping  in  the  bushes  by  the  water-side, 
and  disappear  with  great  rapidity  toward  the 
interior. 

From  Angostura  six  miles  on  horseback,  over 
a  country  much  intersected  by  swamp  or  estera, 
brought  us  to  the  head-quarters  of  the  army, 
situated  on  the  hill  of  Pikysyry.  The  build- 
ings were  of  one  story,  thatched  with  the  straw 
of  the  country,  and  arranged  as  the  three  sides 
of  a  square,  inclosing  an  area  of  little  more  than 
an  acre.  All  the  rooms  opened  inward  toward 
the  inclosure,  and  the  projecting  eaves  formed  on 
that  side  a  corridor  which  extended  the  whole 
length  of  the  buildings.  The  ])rincipal  side, 
or  that  nearest  the  river,  was  occupied  by  the 
President.  At  one  end  of  this  line  the  side 
vi'alls  had  been  omitted,  leaving  a  large  open 
shed,  which  seemed  to  serve  as  military  office, 
dining-room,  and  observatory.  Under  this  shed 
were  three  large  telescopes  on  tripods,  through 


which,  from  morning  until  night,  aids  were 
constantly  observing  the  movements  of  the  en- 
emy, and  reporting  from  time  to  time  to  the 
President,  who  generally  sat  at  a  large  table 
near  the  further  end  to  receive  reports  or  at- 
tend to  the  military  business  of  the  day.  Three 
aids  remained  outside  the  "galpon,"or  shed, 
but  always  in  full  sight.  Their  business  seem- 
ed to  be  to  deliver  to  Lopez  the  telegraphic 
dispatches  which  were  constantly  coming  from 
the  office  near  by,  or  to  communicate  his  or- 
ders from  time  to  time  to  the  other  officers  of 
the  staff".  These  latter,  when  not  occupied  on 
militciry  duties,  spent  their  time  chiefly  in  little 
groups  pitching  coins — a  practice  in  which  all 
had  acquired  singular  skill.  All  were  well- 
uniformed,  wearing  either  a  red  flannel  blouse 
or  a  finer  garment  of  dark  blue  cloth,  of  the 
same  pattern,  handsomely  trimmed  with  black 
or  red,  with  pantaloons  of  blue  or  red  cloth, 
and  fatigue-cap  of  the  French  model,  with  the 
gold-lace  indications  of  rank.  Their  horses, 
with  trappings  profusely  adorned  with  silver, 
generally  remained  saddled,  with  loosened 
girths,  throughout  the  day.  All  were  skillful 
riders,  and  when  mounted  made  a  very  hand- 
some display. 

Life  for  a  few  days  at  this  point  had  become 
somewhat  monotonous.  The  troops,  it  is  true, 
were  at  work  intrenching  and  strengthening 
their  position ;  and  the  enemy  was  making 
steady,  energetic  preparations  for  a  further  at- 
tack. But,  after  the  busy  scenes  of  the  long 
march  from  the  Tebicuari,  and  the  sharp,  terri- 
ble fights  of  the  early  part  of  the  month,  this 
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life  of  somewhat  idle  wait- 
ing seemed  trying.  So  one 
evening,  when  Lopez  re- 
marked at  dinner  to  some  of 
his  principal  officers,  Cax- 
ias  will  attack  me  to-mor- 
row at  half  past  four  o'clock, " 
there  was  visible  an  expres- 
sion of  delight  on  the  faces 
of  all  the  ofticers  present. 
He  added,  "He  is  landing 
his  sailors  and  the  crews  of 
transports  at  Las  Palmas  to 
make  a  diversion  from  be- 
low, but  he  will  attack  in 
force  from  the  direction  of 
Villeta,"  a  point  a  few  miles 
above  on  the  river.  At  the 
hour  named  on  the  following 
morning  a  sprinkling  skirm- 
ish fire,  followed  soon  by  ooaiing  from  the  fkont. 
heavy  guns,  announced  the 

commencement  of  a  battle,  which,  considering  lost  had  they  swarmed  over  the  intrenchments 


the  great  disparity  of  forces  between  the  contend- 
ing parties  and  the  importance  of  its  results, 
leads  us  to  depart  from  the  rule  Avhich  we  made 
for  ourselves  at  the  commencement  of  these 
sketches,  not  to  venture  upon  descriptions  of 
such  scenes. 

The  hill  or  high  ground  on  which  the  head- 
quarters were  established  was  the  centre  of  the 
Paraguayan  position.  It  was  intrenched,  at  a 
distance  of  about  half  a  mile,  on  three  sides. 
As  the  ground  sloped  away  from  the  intrench- 
ments it  was  wooded  to  some  extent ;  but  on 
the  other  side  of  the  little  valley  Avhich  sepa- 
rated the  belligerents  there  was  high  ground 
and  open  country,  known  as  the  Valentine  Hills, 
On  these  were  posted  the  allied  artillery,  which 
maintained  throughout  the  day  a  pretty  con- 
stant but  badly  directed  fire.  The  morning 
was  passed  in  skirmishing  and  an  allied  raid 
upon  the  Paraguayan  cattle-herds  gathered  in 
the  esteras  outside  and  in  rear  of  the  intrenched 
position.  Later  in  the  day  the  quick,  continu- 
ous roar  of  musketry  announced  the  beginning 
of  the  serious  work  on  the  front  looking  toward 
the  river.  A  column  of  Brazilian  cavalry 
moved  down  the  gradual  slopes  from  the  allied 
centre  to  threaten  the  Paraguayan  right.  A 
few  Congreve  rockets  flew  with  fearful  roar 
from  the  Paraguayan  works  and  turned  the 
head  of  the  column  to  the  left.  Meantime  the 
allies,  who  had  gradually  but  with  fatal  delay 
massed  their  main  body  in  the  dip  of  the  little 
valley  under  cover  of  the  low,  thick  Avoods,  ad- 
A'anced  to  deliver  their  main  assault.  Their 
artillery  seemed  to  cease  at  the  moment  when, 
of  all  others,  it  Avas  most  necessary  to  maintain 
an  incessant  and  concentrated  fire,  and  left  the 
infantry  to  advance  against  the  undisturbed  fire 
of  the  Paraguayan  works.  To  a  certain  point 
the  advance  Avas  Avell  sustained.  They  came 
into  the  heart  of  the  opposing  fire,  hesitated, 
broke,  and  Avent  back  in  confusion,  losing  more 
in  their  return  than  they  would  probably  have 


of  the  enemy,  which  their  numbers  should  have 
certainly  enabled  them  to  do.  A  second  and 
a  feebler  attempt  Avas  made  further  to  the  right, 
Avith  a  similar  result.  Their  batteries  Avere  ad- 
A'anced  nearer  to  the  front,  but  failed  to  take 
np  the  most  commanding  positions.  Several 
Paraguayan  ammunition-Avagons  Avere  explod- 
ed, and  many  of  their  pieces  disabled.  The 
head-quarters  began  to  sAvarm  Avith  the  Avound- 
ed ;  yet  none  AvithdreAv  from  the  lines  except 
those  Avhose  wounds  Avere  such  as  to  positively 
and  immediately  incapacitate  them  from  further 
fighting.  There  Avere  children  of  tender  years 
Avho  crawled  back,  dragging  shattered  limbs,  or 
AA'ith  ghastly  buUet-Avounds  in  their  little  half- 
naked  bodies.  They  neither  Avept  nor  groaned, 
nor  asked  for  surgeons  or  attendance ;  and, 
Avhen  they  felt  the  pressure  of  the  merciful 
hand  of  death  heavy  upon  them,  they  Avould  lie 
down  and  die  as  silently  as  they  had  suffered. 
Yet  these  children  many  of  them  had  mothers 
not  far  off  in  the  Avomen's  quarters,  Avhere  the 
shot  and  shell  of  the  allied  civilizers  plentifully 
fell,  Avhose  thoughts  were  not  upon  their  dying 
babies,  nor  upon  their  homes  long  since  laid 
waste,  nor  upon  a  husband  perhaps  at  that  mo- 
ment in  his  agony  on  the  outer  Avorks,  but  upon 
the  cause  of  the  country  in  this  supreme  mo- 
ment of  battle,  when  all  so  confidently  hoped  to 
put  an  end  forever  to  the  blight  and  ruin  Avhich 
this  allied  invasion  had  brought  upon  the  land. 

The  cavalry,  which  had  turned  to  the  left  in 
its  first  advance,  divided  under  cover  of  ravines, 
and  a  detachment  of  a  couple  of  squadrons  en- 
tered the  Paraguayan  lines  on  the  extreme 
right,  at  a  point  from  which  the  troops  had 
been  withdraAvn  to  meet  the  enemy's  infantry 
elscAvhere.  They  penetrated,  almost  unresist- 
ed, to  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  head- 
quarters. A  feAv  officers  and  others  rode  mad- 
ly against  the  column,  attacking  it  Avith  the 
fury  of  desperation.  There  Avere  a  fcAv  shots 
from  carbines,  a  little  unimportant  Avork  with 
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the  sabre,  when  the  Brazilians  seemed  sudden- 
ly to  lose  heart,  turned  sharply  to  the  right, 
and  fled.  In  a  few  moments  another  and 
much  larger  body,  numbering  at  least  two 
thousand  horsemen,  entered  the  works  at  the 
point  where  the  first  detachment  had  escaped. 
They  came  also  in  column,  and  advanced  until 
within  eighty  yards  of  the  head-quarters.  The 
staff  of  the  President  and  irregular  horsemen, 
to  the  number  of  perhaps  two  hundred  in  all, 
dashed  against  them  and  clustered  like  bees 
around  the  head  of  the  column,  using  their 
weapons — sabres,  carbines,  or  lances — with  ter- 
rible effect.  Had  the  Brazilians  deployed,  they 
would  have  engulfed  the  little  handful  of  men 
resisting  them,  captured  the  Paraguayan  head- 
quarters, and  probably  Lopez  himself.  Yet 
they  still  advanced  in  column — more  slowly  at 
every  step — but  the  weight  from  behind  still 
pressing  the  whole  column  forward.  Mean- 
while those  in  front  seemed  to  make  no  fight 
at  all,  while  the  Paraguayans  were  striking  on 
all  sides  with  singular  rapidity,  although  still 
pressed  back  and  moving  with  the  mass.  The 
pace  had  decreased  to  a  walk.  The  Para- 
guayan officers,  with  their  red  blouses,  were 
confusedly  mingled  with  the  leading  ranks  of  the 
white-capped  Brazilians.  The  latter  seemed 
half  paralyzed,  but  still  moved  forward,  press- 
ing back  the  Paraguayan  horses,  who  gave 
ground  sidewise  or  by  backing.  At  last  the 
forward  motion  ceased,  the  column  recoiled 
upon  itself,  turned,  and  retreated.  The  others 
followed  with  fierce  enthusiasm.  A  section  of 
artillery  opened  on  the  retreating  enemy,  and 
the  allied  cavalry  did  not  appear  again  in  that 
day's  battle.  The  day  closed  with  the  com- 
plete repulse  of  the  assailants  at  all  important 
points,  although  it  was  evident  that  the  Para- 
guayan line  of  defense  must  be  still  further 


contracted,  in  view  of  the  heavy  losses  among 
the  defenders.  The  enemy  maintained  their 
musketry  fire  all  night  long,  and  for  five  days 
and  nights  succeeding.  They  knew  the  scar- 
city in  numbers  of  their  adversaries,  and  they 
hoped  to  exhaust  their  enemy  by  giving  him 
no  rest. 

The  condition  of  things  within  Lopez's  lines 
that  night  and  the  following  days  was  deplora- 
ble. There  were  no  means  of  caring  for  the 
wounded  in  such  numbers,  nor  could  men  be 
spared  to  bring  them  off  the  field,  or  to  bury 
the  dead.  Many  children,  almost  unnoticed, 
were  lying  around  under  the  corridors,  griev- 
ously wounded  and  silently  waiting  for  death. 
Women  were  busy  making  lint  by  the  light  of 
lanterns  from  whatever  material  could  be  col- 
lected for  that  purpose.  Garments  of  all  de- 
scriptions were  torn  into  bandages.  Groups  of 
officers,  many  of  them  wounded,  were  sitting 
here  and  there,  discussing  the  events  of  the 
day.  The  President  sat  apart  with  a  few  of 
his  chief  officers,  similarly  occupied.  Random 
bullets  splintered  the  wood-work  of  the  build- 
ings from  time  to  time,  and  an  unearthly  pea- 
cock, perched  on  the  ridge-pole,  made  night 
hideous  with  his  screams  every  time  a  shot 
came  near  enough  to  disturb  his  slumbers. 

The  firing  continued  from  the  21st  to  the 
27th  of  December,  day  and  night,  varied  by 
occasional  demonstrations,  but  with  no  determ- 
ined assault.  On  the  24th  the  allied  generals 
addressed  a  joint  communication  to  President 
Lopez,  summoning  him  in  insulting  language 
to  surrender,  throwing  upon  him  the  respons- 
ibility of  all  the  blood  that  had  been  shed,  and 
arraigning  him  before  his  own  people  and  the 
civilized  world  for  all  the  evil  consequences  of 
the  war.  They  informed  him,  also,  that  they 
knew  the  weakness  of  his  army,  and  had  no 
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doubt  he  was  aware  of  their  numerical  supe- 
riority, and  of  their  constantly  arriving  supplies 
and  reinforcements. 

"You  have  no  right,"  he  said,  in  his  reply, 
"to  arraign  me  before  my  country  because  I 
have  defended  her.  I  do  defend  and  will  de- 
fend her  while  I  live ;  she  has  imposed  upon 
me  this  duty,  and  I  will  perform  it  religiously 
to  the  end.  For  the  rest,  history  will  judge, 
and  I  owe  no  account  except  to  God ;  and,  if 
blood  has  yet  to  flow.  He  will  not  fail  to  affix 
the  responsibility  on  whom  it  belongs.  For 
my  part  I  have  always  been  and  I  am  still  dis- 
posed to  treat  for  peace  upon  terms  equally 
honorable  to  all  the  belligerents,  but  I  will  not 
listen  to  one  word  as  to  laying  down  my  arms 
as  a  preliminary." 

In  another  portion  of  the  same  reply  he  says : 
"Your  Excellencies  have  been  pleased  to  in- 
form me  that  you  know  my  resources,  and  are 
good  enough  to  suppose  that  I,  too,  know  your 
preponderance  in  numbers  and  supplies,  with 
your  facilities  for  reinforcing  without  limit.  I 
have  no  such  knowledge ;  but  I  have  learned 
from  four  years  of  war  that  this  vast  superior- 
ity of  numbers  and  resources  has  never  been 
sufficient  to  break  the  spirit  of  the  Paraguayan 
soldier,  who  fights  with  the  self-denial  of  a  de- 
voted citizen,  and  the  resolution  of  a  Christian 
man  that  a  narrow  grave  may  open  for  him  in 
the  soil  of  his  country  before  he  will  permit 
her  to  be  dishonored. 

Your  Excellencies  tell  me  that  the  blood 
poured  out  at  Itorord  and  Abay  should  have 


determined  me  to  avert  the  further  bloodshed 
of  the  21st;  but  do  you.  not  see  in  the  Para- 
guayan blood  thus  freely  flowing  the  glorious 
proof  of  the  devotion  of  my  fellow-citizens,  and 
that  each  sacred  drop  imposes  upon  those  of  us 
who  survive  a  new  and  more  imperious  obliga- 
tion ?  In  the  presence  of  such  grand  examples 
am  I  to  cower  before  the  threats,  so  little  chiv- 
alrous, permit  me  to  say,  with  which  your  Ex- 
cellencies seek  to  intimidate  me?" 

On  the  27th  a  determined  attack  was  made 
upon  the  Paraguayan  rear,  on  a  part  of  the  line 
defended  by  recruits.  Sixteen  thousand  troops 
came  to  the  assault.  The  Paraguayans  had 
dwindled  to  twenty-five  hundred,  all  told. 
Their  artillery  ammunition  was  exhausted,  and 
most  of  their  guns  were  dismounted.  Neither 
shot  nor  shell  received  the  advancing  hosts. 
The  line  gave  way,  and  the  whole  position  was 
captured.  The  President  retired  with  his  staflf 
through  the  wood,  pressed  at  first  by  the  ene- 
my's infantry,  who  fired  excitedly  and  too  high. 
Caballero,  with  forty  lancers,  covered  the  with- 
drawal of  his  chief,  fighting  from  time  to  time 
with  desperate  courage  against  large  bodies  of 
cavalry,  who  checked  their  advance  and  re- 
coiled each  time  that  Caballero's  little  detach- 
ment made  front  against  them,  Lopez  met  at 
the  Ycaty,  within  ten  miles  of  the  battle-field, 
his  war  minister,  with  twenty-five  hundred  fresh 
troops  and  twenty  pieces  of  artillery,  coming  to 
reinforce  him.  It  was  too  late,  however,  and 
he  withdrew  to  Cerro  Leon,  a  few  miles  farther 
in  the  interior. 
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A  day  or  two  previous  to  the  last  assault  all 
the  wounded  that  could  be  mov^ed  were  sent 
into  the  interior.  Many  of  the  women,  too, 
and  other  non-combatants,  left  at  the  same 
time.  Two  large  and  handsome  traveling-car- 
riages drawn  by  six  horses,  each  with  a  small 
detachment  of  cavalry,  and  three  carts  drawn 
by  oxen,  composed  the  expedition  sent  into  the 
interior  to  the  new  capital,  Piribebuy,  with  some 
civilians  whose  presence  on  the  held  was  unnec- 
essary. The  roads  were  lined  with  the  wound- 
ed and  the  women,  most  of  them  on  foot.  A 
few  were  stretched  in  the  great  clumsy  ox-carts 
of  the  country,  which  lumbered  slowly  over  the 
broken  roads.  They  generally  saluted  us  as  we 
passed — the  men  by  silently  uncovering,  and  the 
women  with  a  cheerful  "adio,"  spoken  always 
with  a  pleasant  smile. 

Upon  reaching  the  river  Ycaty  the  scene  pre- 
sented was  picturesque  in  the  extreme.  The 
river  was  swollen  by  rains,  and  the  ford  was 
therefore  difficult.  Men,  women,  and  children, 
however,  crossed,  swimming  or  wading,  with  lit- 
tle loss  of  time.  Dried  hides  were  made  to  serve 
as  boats,  in  which  they  placed  their  clothing,  or 
sometimes  children  too  young  to  be  committed 
to  the  water,  or  any  light  article  which  it  was 
desirable  to  keep  dry.  These  primitive  boats 
they  pushed  before  them  as  they  swam.  The 
wounded  who  could  not  shift  for  themselves 
were  crossed  in  a  canoe,  which  made  constant 
trips.  Three  other  canoes  were  reserved  for 
the  transit  of  our  carriages  and  carts.  Each 
carriage  or  cart  was  run  down  into  the  water 
astride  of  one  of  the  canoes  until  the  axles 
rested  on  the  sides  of  the  little  craft.  The 
horses  or  oxen  had  been  previously  unhar- 
nessed and  made  to  swim  to  the  other  side. 
About  twenty  soldiers  then,  with  much  shout- 
ing and  laughter,  conducted  each  canoe  with 


its  carriage,  swimming  or  wading  by  the  side, 
to  shallow  water  near  the  opposite  shore,  when 
the  animals  were  again  attached.  In  the  mid- 
stream, where  the  current  was  rapid  and  the 
water  deep,  it  was  difficult  to  keep  the  car- 
riages from  upsetting  or  being  swept  down. 
Every  time  it  inclined  to  one  side  or  another 
the  shouting  and  laughter  were  redoubled,  and 
the  soldiers,  who  swam  like  water-dogs,  clung 
with  great  tenacity  to  the  wheels  or  to  the  sides 
of  the  boats. 

Pending  these  aquatic  performances  we  dined 
under  the  shade  of  a  few  straggling  trees  near 
the  bank.  The  dinner  consisted  of  fresh  beef, 
roasted  in  primitive  but  excellent  style,  upon 
stakes  stuck  in  the  ground  near  the  fire.  When 
properly  roasted  the  joint  is  brought,  still  upon 
the  stake,  which  is  usually  about  six  feet  in 
length,  and  held  before  the  guest,  who  helps 
himself  to  such  part  as  he  may  choose  to  cut 
off.  We  had  also  some  chipa — the  bread  of 
the  country — of  which  there  are  many  varie- 
ties. It  is  made  of  ground  maize,  baked  witii 
a  slight  mixture  of  cheese,  eggs,  or  milk.  It 
is  an  admirable  and  wholesome  substitute  for 
bread.  Our  drink  Avas  the  cafia  of  the  coun- 
try— a  liquor  distilled  from  the  sugar-cane — 
ajid  a  horn  or  two  of  ale  brought  from  over 
the  seas. 

One  or  two  "mates"  had  preceded  the  re- 
past. A  mate  is  a  cup  of  the  yerba,  or  tea  of 
the  country.  It  is  sucked  through  a  silver  tube 
called  a  "  bombilla,"  and  from  a  small  silver- 
mounted  gourd,  which  is  called  the  mate'.  This 
tea  is  fragrant,  somewhat  resembling  in  flavor 
the  tea  of  China,  is  stimulating  in  .its  effects, 
and  in  nowise  hurtful.  It  is  the  universal  bev- 
erage in  Paraguay,  and  is  to  the  army  what 
coffee  was  to  ours  in  campaign. 

After  dinner  we  crossed  the  river  in  a  canoe, 
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conducted  by  the  swimming  soldiers,  who  had 
finished  the  transfer  of  the  vehicles,  and  had 
also  made  many  trips  with  the  wounded.  We 
could  still  hear  the  roar  of  artillery  from  the 
greater  river  in  our  rear,  informing  us  that  the 
little  army  of  the  republic  was  still  holding  out 
against  the  invaders.  The  dull  reverberation 
of  the  heavy  guns  of  the  iron-clads  notified  us 
that  the  batteries  of  Angostura  were  receiving 
their  customary  share  of  the  honors  of  Avar. 

On  the  opposite  side  we  mounted  our  horses 
and  continued  our  journey  through  the  same 
long  lines  of  weary  wounded,  whose  painful 
faces  were  very  sad.  At  each  little  stream  we 
passed  we  found  them  pouring  water  on  their 
undressed  wounds,  and  here  and  there  one  who, 
knowing  that  his  time  was  nigh  at  hand,  was 
lying  down  quietly  and  silently  for  his  last  sleep, 
as  if  it  were  the  most  natural  thing  in  the  world 
for  a  Paraguayan  to  lie  down  and  die  unnoticed. 

Six  thousand  wounded  men  and  children  came 
thus  from  that  field  of  the  21st  of  December, 
where  they  had  fought  as  no  other  people 
ever  fought  to  preserve  their  country  from  in- 
vasion and  conquest.  Many,  too,  had  crawled 
away  from  the  prison-pens  of  the  invaders,  into 
whose  hands  they  had  fallen.  And  in  the  face 
of  these  things  there  are  men  here  even  in  the 
United  States  who  gravely  tell  us  that  all  this 
is  done  because  their  ruler  is  a  barbarian  and 
monster,  from  whose  clutches  they  are  ever 
striving  to  escape,  and  whose  rule  is  a  blight 
upon  the  age,  which  these  gentle  civilizcrs  of 
the  allied  nations,  with  unparalleled  philanthro- 


py, are  spending  countless  millions  to  remove. 
Thinking  of  these  things  we  are  sometimes 
tempted  to  lose  our  patience  at  this  insult  to 
the  common-sense  of  the  world,  and  indulge  in 
digressions  which  might  perhaps  be  tiresome  to 
our  readers. 

All  the  country  we  traversed  had  been  aban- 
doned by  its  population  some  days  before,  as  it 
was  known  that  it  was  soon  to  be  overrun  by 
the  enemy.  The  people  had  been  ordered  to 
retire  behind  the  Cordilleras,  which  were  to  con- 
stitute the  future  line  of  defense.  Each  house, 
therefore,  was  deserted,  and  in  the  way-side  cot- 
tages there  was  no  sign  of  life.  The  bloom  of 
flowers  and  the  ripening  harvests  rather  added 
to  the  air  of  desolation  which  hung  upon  these 
deserted  homesteads.  We  traveled  late  into 
the  night,  and  at  last  halted  at  a  little  house  by 
the  way-side  until  the  following  day.  We  had 
a  supper  of  roast  beef  and  chipa.  Hammocks 
were  swung  for  the  principal  persons  of  the 
party,  while  the  others  stretched  themselves 
upon  the  ground,  and  in  a  few  moments  all 
were  asleep  except  the  guard.  During  the 
greater  part  of  the  following  day  we  were  de- 
layed waiting  for  our  carts,  which  had  made  but 
slow  progress,  on  account  of  the  great  heat  and 
the  bad  condition  of  the  roads.  Toward  night- 
fall, hov/ever,  we  were  again  in  motion,  and  con- 
tinued our  journey  all  night,  thus  escaping  the 
intense  heat  of  the  day. 

We  passed  on  the  road  a  cart,  or  carreton, 
in  which  a  wounded  colonel  of  distinguished 
record  lay  dying.    We  had  last  seen  him  full 
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of  life  and  enthusiasm  on  the  battle-field.  His 
brother,  a  bright-faced,  handsome  boy  of  ten 
years,  an  orphan,  and  the  sole  relative  of  the 
dying  man,  was  one  of  those  attached  to  our 
party.  As  we  halted  our  horses  reverently 
around  the  cart  the  boy  rode  up  on  bis  spirited 
pony  to  see  what  attracted  us.  The  color 
dropped  suddenly  from  his  bright  face  as  he 
recognized  the  features  of  his  brother  and  sole 
protector,  with  the  evidences  of  present  pain  and 
approaching  death  very  visible  upon  them.  He 
shed  no  tears,  but,  taking  the  hand  of  the  dying 
man,  he  bent  over  him  for  a  moment  to  catch 
the  last  few  words  of  Guarani  with  which  the 
wounded  soldier,  faintly  smiling,  whispered  his 
farewell.  In  a  few  moments  all  was  over,  and 
the  boy  was  led  away  with  a  still  hopeless  look 
upon  his  face,  that  remains  in  our  memory  to 
this  day.  He  had  been  romping  with  the  sol- 
diers when  we  overtook  the  cart,  and  the  sud- 
den change  to  the  tearless,  listless  sorrow  in 
which  he  journeyed  all  that  day  and  night  was 
inexpressibly  sad  to  any  one  who  has  had  occa- 
sion to  know  how  overwhelmingly  bitter  are 
such  afflictions  to  children — even  to  those  to 
whom  the  free  relief  of  tears  is  not  denied. 

Further  on  we  overtook  another  officer,  a 
major,  who  was  wounded  in  the  arm  and  leg. 
He  was  mounted  sidewise  on  a  raw-boned,  fee- 
ble horse,  which  his  son,  a  child  of  ten  years, 
was  leading.  The  father  was  a  man  of  more 
than  fifty  years,  Avith  thin  gray  hair  and  beard. 
He  greeted  us  pleasantly  as  we  approached,  and 
assured  us  that  his  wounds  were  doing  well. 
He  seemed  to  be  very  proud  of  his  boy,  as  in- 


deed he  had  good  reason  to  be.  The  officers 
of  our  escort  informed  us  that  this  child  had  re- 
mained by  his  father's  side  in  the  trenches,  fight- 
ing with  a  musket,  and  that  when  the  latter, 
disabled  by  wounds,  was  removed,  the  boy  re- 
turned to  the  trenches  and  remained  through 
the  day.  He  seemed  shy  when  we  addressed 
him,  and,  upon  being  asked  if  he  had  killed 
any  of  the  enemy,  answered,  modestly,  "I  do 
not  know,  Sir.  I  fired  a  great  many  times,  and 
tried  to  take  as  good  aim  as  I  could,"  This  is 
the  material  of  which  soldiers  are  made  in  that 
country. 

On  reaching  Paraguari,  which  lies  at  the 
foot  of  a  high,  bold  mountain — a  sort  of  ad- 
vanced guard  of  the  lesser  Cordilleras — we  en- 
countered a  fresh,  stiff  breeze,  which  we  were 
told  blows  perpetually  about  the  foot  of  this 
peak.  The  village  is  for  that  reason  a  pleasant 
summer  residence  in  normal  times,  and,  lying 
as  it  does  on  the  railroad  to  the  capital,  in  fact, 
the  terminus  of  the  completed  part  of  the  road, 
it  gave  promise  before  the  war  of  much  future 
importance.  We  halted  here  for  an  hour's 
rest.  We  visited  the  railroad  station,  a  hand- 
some building  of  two  stories,  modern  in  its 
architecture,  with  square  towers  in  the  Euro- 
pean style,  and  with  large,  admirably  arranged 
rooms  within.  There  was  little  else  worthy  of 
a  visit  except  the  church.  The  houses  were 
all  of  one  story,  with  roofs  of  thatch  or  tile,  and 
differed  in  nothing  from  those  of  the  other  "  ca- 
pillas"  of  the  country. 

The  streets  and  houses  were  deserted  and 
strangely  silent.    The  chief  and  a  few  soldiers 
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Still  remained  there,  but  all  the  inhabitants  had 
departed  some  days  before.  As  we  were  about 
to  continue  our  journey  a  merry  peal  of  bells 
broke  forth  from  the  steeple  of  the  old  church. 
It  Avas  Christmas-eve.  The  chime  was  musical 
and  right  merrily  rung,  but  the  effect  was  very 
strange  in  that  deserted  village,  and  in  connec- 
tion with  the  sad  scenes  of  the  previous  day. 
The  old  church  in  which  these  bells  were  chim- 
ing was  one  of  the  most  venerable  in  Paraguay 
— made  doubly  interesting  from  the  fact  that  it 
contained  in  its  walls  a  solid  shot  of  the  war  of 
independence,  carried  on  against  Buenos  Ayres 
in  tlie  commencement  of  the  century.  The  last 
and  decisive  battle  of  that  contest  took  place  in 


this  vicinity.  Since  that  time  no  hostile  cannon 
had  been  heard  within  the  limits  of  the  repub- 
lic up  to  the  commencement  of  the  present 
struggle. 

About  daylight  we  reached  Cerro  Leon,  the 
former  grand  rendezvous  and  camp  of  instruc- 
tion of  the  army.  There  were  comfortable  bar- 
racks here  for  sixty  thousand  men,  with  a  beau- 
tiful drill-ground  covering  many  acres.  An 
artificial  lake  had  been  prepared  in  front  of 
the  position,  and  in  the  rear  the  Cordilleras, 
covered  with  thick  foliage,  rose  perpendicular- 
ly from  the  further  limit  of  the  parade-ground. 
This  was  the  general  hospital  of  the  army,  the 
point  to  which  all  the  wounded  were  direct- 
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ing  their  steps.  Fronting  the  hike  -was  the 
head-quarters,  a  spacious  building  with  large 
airy  rooms  and  a  wide  piazza  or  corridor  in 
front.  We  remained  here  all  day,  swinging  in 
our  hammocks,  taking  an  occasional  mate,  or 
sitting  smoking  on  the  piazza  watching  hun- 
dreds of  noisy  bathers  in  the  lake.  Our  horses 
were  meantime  grazing  on  the  smooth  lawn  in 
front.  There  was  plenty  of  life  all  round,  and 
a  certain  gayety  which  is  peculiar  to  this  peo- 
ple under  all  circumstances.  Nevertheless,  for 
us  it  was  not  a  merry  Christmas, 

Late  in  the  afternoon  we  started  for  the  pass 
of  the  Cordilleras  at  Ascurra.  Upon  reaching 
the  mouth  of  the  i)ass  a  sudden  and  violent 
storm  overtook  us.  It  was  decided  to  remain 
overnight  at  the  foot  of  the  mountiiins.  We 
halted  near  a  house  by  the  road-side,  but  it  was 
found  full  of  women  and  children,  who  were  on 
their  Avay  across  the  mountains,  and  had  taken 
refuge  there  from  the  storm.  Tlie  officer  in 
charge  of  the  escort  was  about  to  turn  them  out 
to  make  room  for  our  party.  He  was  requested 
not  to  do  it  by  one  of  our  companions,  and  de- 
sisted. We  looked  for  other  quarters,  and 
found,  about  half  a  mile  off  the  road,  a  stone 
house  of  handsome  exterior,  where  we  remained 
for  the  night.  Upon  reaching  it,  however,  we 
learned  that  a  poor  woman  had  taken  refuge 
there  in  serious  illness.  A  surgeon  who  was 
with  us  was  detached  to  wait  upon  her,  and  the 
rest  of  us,  not  wishiug  to  disturb  her,  slept  out- 
side on  the  piazza.  A  couple  of  English  en- 
gineers who  were  our  companions  on  this  occa- 
sion declared  next  morning  that  the  bricks  of 
that  piazza  were  exceeding  hard. 

At  daylight  wc  M  ere  off  again,  climbing  the 
Cordilleras  in  the  celebrated  pass  of  Ascurra. 
The  road  was  one  of  whicii  no  description  can 
give  an  adequate  idea.  It  was  steeper  than 
any  road  that  would  be  attempted  with  ordinary  i 
vehicles  in  other  countries.  It  was  in  the  main 
cut  in  the  rock,  yet  in  places  corduroyed  with 
lieavy  logs,  over  which  the  water  trickled  at  all 
times,  and  in  rainy  seasons  ran  in  miuiatuni 
cataracts.  It  was  about  as  steep  as  the  stairs 
in  a  large  house  for  about  seventy  yards,  rough, 
narrow,  and  at  times  overhung  Avith  tangled 
growths  springing  from  the  rocks  on  either  side. 
By  the  aid  of  soldiers  pushing  at  the  wheels  the 
carriages  were  safely  conducted  to  the  summit. 
The  horsemen  dismounted  and  toiled  up  with 
labor,  dragging  their  confiding  steeds  after  them. 
In  a  short  time  the  passage  was  accomplished, 
and  we  found  ourselves  on  the  broad,  beautiful 
table-lands  that  slope  away  with  imperceptible 
descent  from  the  crest  for  many  miles,  inter- 
sected with  streams  of  surpassing  beautv,  cov- 
ered with  orange  groves  and  cultivated  fields, 
cottages  built  after  the  manner  of  the  country, 
tangled  woods  of  strange  tropical  beauty,  with 
quiet  lanes  overhung  with  fragrant  trailers,  and 
made  merry  with  the  chatter  of  a  thousand 
birds.  Orange  groves  extended  sometimes  for  a 
mile  along  our  road,  the  trees  planted  at  regular 
intervals,  their  dense  foliage  interlaced  so  tlior-  , 


ouglily  that  the  ev'e  could  not  separate  the  trees, 
and  all  trimmed  with  perfect  evenness  under- 
neath, presenting  from  below  a  smooth  leafy 
ceiling,  through  which  no  light  could  ]>enetrate. 
Some  of  these  groves  were  arranged  in  squares, 
crescents,  or  circles,  inclosing  open  spaces  often 
occupied  by  cottages.  All  served  at  this  time 
as  resting-places  by  day  and  dormitories  by 
night  for  the  migrating  population  of  the  coun- 
try. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  we  arrived  at  Piribe- 
buy,  the  provisional  capital — a  town  of  about 
three  or  four  thousand  inliabitants — and  took 
po6.session  of  a  house  which  had  been  hospita- 
bly prepared  for  our  reception.  It  consisted 
of  two  principal  rooms,  one  floored  with  brick, 
the  other  with  a  hard  eartlien  floor.  The  win- 
dows were  without  glass,  and  opened,  as  did 
the  doors,  on  both  sides  on  wide  conidors,  as 
the  ojKin  space  sheltered  by  the  overluinging 
eaves  is  generally  called  in  those  countries. 
The  furniture  consisted  of  a  circular  centre-ta- 
ble, (piaintly  carved  of  native  wood,  a  largo 
writing-desk  with  drawers,  and  a  side-table  witli 
a  decanter,  several  glasses,  and  a  bundle  of  ci- 
gars. The  tables,  like  all  others  in  the  coun- 
try, were  uncomfortably  high.  The  decanter 
was  comfortably  full  of  cana.  There  were  about 
twenty  old-fashioned  cane -bottom  chairs,  ap- 
parently of  Yankee  manufacture,  and  (I  blush 
to  say  it)  of  very  poor  workmanship.  Two 
easy-chairs  on  casters,  covered  with  blue  and 
wiiife  silk,  evidently  of  I'arisian  work,  com- 
pleted tiie  furniture  of  the  larger  room.  The 
other  was  a  bedroom,  and  contained  little  more 
than  a  large  four-poster  bed,  and  a  soinewh:i.t 
primitive  toilet  set.  The  landhuly.  Dona  Pe- 
trona,  entered  shortly  after  our  arrival  with  her 
two  daughters,  bright -looking  girls  of  about 
seventeen  and  nineteen — one  almost  a  blonde, 
the  other  a  brunette — and  assured  us  that  she 
and  they  were  our  devoted  servants.  In  rear 
of  the  ho::se,  and  partly  inclosed  by  other  low 
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buildings  occupied  by  the  fomily,  was  a  pretty 
flower-garden,  in  whicli  several  varieties  of 
flowers  peculiar  to  the  climate  were  then  in  full 
bloon).  This  was  to  be  for  some  time  our 
home.  The  prospect,  on  the  whole,  was  not  un- 
pleasant. 

The  village  of  Piribebuy  consists  of  four 
streets  intersecting  each  other  at  right  angles, 
and  inclosing  an  open  space  or  grass-covered 
])laza,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  across.  It  is 
situated  on  a  gentle  slope  or  knoll,  with  higher 
ground  or  crests  on  all  sides  at  a  distance  of 
about  a  mile  and  a  half.  The  houses  are  of 
one  story,  and  generally  roofed  with  thatch. 
Near  the  centre  of  the  plaza  or  open  space 
stands  the  church,  built  in  17G5,  and  full  of 
quaint  carvings  and  solid  ornaments  of  silver. 
Outside  and  in  front  was  a  bell-tower  with  a 
full  chime,  which,  on  account  of  the  multiplici- 
ty of  festivals,  national  and  religious,  was  sel- 
dom silent.  On  the  crown  of  the  knoll  was  the 
cemetery,  inclosing  about  an  acre  of  ground, 
and  marked  by  a  single  large  wooden  cross  in 
the  centre.  The  market-place  was  under  a 
dense  orange  grove  at  one  extremity  of  the  vil- 
lage, and  always  presented  duiing  the  day  a 
spectacle  full  of  life.  Scores  of  women,  old 
and  young,  assembled  tliere  to  sell  their  wares, 
and  kept  up  an  incessant  chatter  all  day  long. 
Their  commodities  consisted  of  any  thing  in  the 
way  of  food,  fruit,  fin'uiture,  or  clothing  that 
would  sell.  The  price  of  every  thing  was,  of 
course,  enormous.  The  Piribebuy — a  clear  and 
raj)id  stream,  very  sudden  in  its  rises  and  falls — 
passed  at  the  foot  of  the  slope  on  which  the 
town  was  built.  The  whole  ])Oi)ulation  bathed 
here  every  day,  the  women  generally  after  night- 
fall. The  house  or  official  residence  of  the 
Vice-PresidcHt  was  in  the  uj^per  part  of  the 
town.  It  was  unpretending  in  its  style,  and 
very  similar  to  the  house  we  have  already  de- 
scribed in  furniture.  The  residences  of  the 
cabinet  ministers,  and  the  barracks  for  a  small 
detachment  of  troops,  occupied  the  rest  of  the 
same  side  of  the  street,  all  fronting  on  the  open 
space  in  the  centre. 

At  this  time  the  population  of  the  tOAvn  was 
more  than  trebled  by  the  people  who  had  aban- 
doned their  homes  outside  the  district  of  the 
Cordilleras.  At  night  these  unfortunates  throng- 
ed the  corridors  and  orange  gi*oves,  or  slept 
any  where  by  the  road-side  where  night  over- 
took them.  There  was  great  scarcity  of  food, 
and  suftering  such  as  no  other  land  has  ever 
known.  Nor  was  famine  their  most  deadly  en- 
emy. The  cholera,  for  a  short  time,  was  a  ter- 
rible visitor  in  all  the  crowded  cottages ;  and 
for  some  weeks  it  seemed  as  if  the  three  scourges 
from  which  men  pray  to  be  delivered  —  war, 
pestilence,  and  fiiminc — had  combined  to  de- 
stroy this  unhappy  people.  For  fear  of  being 
accused  here  of  unfairness,  it  is  well  for  us  to 
remind  the  reader  of  what  the  allied  govern- 
ments and  writers  are  constantly  and  solemnly 
announcing  to  the  world,  with  admirable  seren- 
ity and  earnestness — that  the  war  is  carried  on 
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not  against  the  peoi)le  but  against  the  govern- 
ment of  Paraguay.  They  have  generously  tak- 
en pains,  too,  to  communicate  this  fact  to  this 
same  people  on  repeated  occasions ;  but  we 
could  not  learn  that  it  changed  the  direction 
of  a  single  bullet,  or  cured  the  mildest  case  of 
cholera,  or  filled  the  month  of  a  single  famish- 
ing child.  But  they  are  only  "Guarani  In- 
dians," untruly  say  some  of  those  pamphleteers, 
who  have  taken  upon  themselves  to  enlighten 
specially  the  American  public ;  and  the  allied 
nations  are  merely  vindicating  their  outraged 
honor.  That  their  honor  needs  vindication, 
and  much  of  it,  few  who  are  familiar  with  this 
war  will  dispute  ;  but  it  is  a  question  of  interest 
to  humanity  as  to  when  this  long  process  of 
vindication  is  to  stop. 

After  the  defeat  at  Pikysyry  the  head-quar- 
ters of  the  Paraguayan  army  were  transferred 
to  Cerro  Leon,  and  the  general  hospital  was 
uioved  from  that  place  to  Caiicupe  in  the  Cor- 
dilleras. 

Having  a  natural  desire  to  know  the  condi- 
tion of  affairs  at  the  front  since  the  disaster  of 
the  27th,  we  joined  a  party  avIio  Avere  proceeding 
to  the  army,  and  arrived  at  Cerro  Leon  on  the 
29th,  two  days  after  the  defeat.  The  road  pre- 
sented the  same  sad  stream  of  migrating  fami- 
lies— the  women  all  carrying  burdens  on  their 
heads.  In  almost  all  cases  we  observed  that, 
among  the  few  things  saved  from  their  homes, 
each  family  carried  with  it  an  image  of  the  Pe- 
deemer,  a  crucifix,  a  Mater  Dolorosa,  or  some 
other  touching  memorial  of  the  great  sorrow 
which  alone  exceeded  theirs.  All  along  by  the 
road-side  there  were  significant  crosses,  roughly 
and  recently  made,  marking  with  simply  piety 
the  lonely  graves  of  those  ha])pier  waifs  from 
this  great  human  tide,  who  lay  down  by  the 
way-side  and  found  unexpected  but  unending 
rest.  On  many  of  these  graves  there  were 
bunches  of  wild  flowers  still  fresh,  and  by  the 
side  of  some  of  them  jiist  closed  there  were 
kneeling  children.  All  who  passed  these  cross- 
es uncovered  reverently.  Nor  was  another  and 
more  touching  scene  much  less  frequent  —  a 
mother  walking  apart  from  all  others,  and 
bearing  on  a  juece  of  board,  on  her  head,  the 
body  of  her  dead  child  dressed  for  the  grave. 
Sometimes  this  simple  funeral  would  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  single  mourner — another  child — 
whose  pinched,  wan  face  and  enfeebled  limbs 
seemed  to  tell  plainly  that  she  would  soon  fol- 
low her  little  sister  far  beyond  the  consecrated 
ground  to  which  they  were  journeying.  Ye 
mothers  of  this  good  land,  who  have  been  call- 
ed upon  to  watch  by  the  side  of  a  dying  child 
amidst  the  comforts  of  your  home  and  the  con- 
solations of  your  family  and  friends,  can  you 
tell  what  it  is  to  sit  down  desolately  by  a  dusty 
road-side  and  bend  in  helpless  impotence  over 
a  little  sufferer  who  was  dearer  to  you  than  life, 
to  watch  its  last  struggle,  to  close  its  little  eyes, 
to  compose  its  tender  limbs  upon  a  rough 
board  picked  up  by  the  way,  to  take  up  the 
sad  burden  then  and  bear  it,  under  a  blazing 
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snn,  over  many  miles  to  some  Yillap;e  church, 
that  the  bells  might  toll  for  it  when  it  was  at 
last  laid  at  rest  in  consecrated  earth  ?  And 
yet  the  mothers  who  did  these  things  in  that 
far  country  had  homes  not  long  since  as  com- 
fortable as  your  own,  where  they  reared  their 
children  most  tenderly  and  loved  them  most 
devotedly.  Let  us  add  again  that  it  is  most 
fortunate  that  we  have  been  so  often  assured 
that  this  war  is  not  against  the  people  of  Para- 
guay. Were  it  otherwise,  perhaps  the  civilized 
governments  of  the  world,  and,  in  a  special 
degree,  our  own,  might  have  much  to  answer 
for — in  this,  that  what  we  have  here  described 
without  one  word  of  exaggeration  is  permitted 
to  continue.  What  an  admirable  discovery 
was  that  acute  distinction  made  in  the  treaty 
of  alliance  as  between  the  government  and  peo- 
ple of  Paraguay ;  and  what  a  complete  defense 
it  will  be  for  those  who  made  it  when,  in  the 
last  day,  they  are  summoned  to  account  for  the 
terrible  cruelties  committed  in  this  war  !  Per- 
haps it  may  be  suggested  that  the  Paraguayan 
families  would  escape  starvation  and  death  by 
passing  over  to  the  allies.  Many  of  them  have 
delivered  themselves  to  the  mercy  of  their  en- 
emies, and  thousands  of  them  have  been  brought 
to  Asuncion  in  the  allied  lines,  to  discover  that 
there  are  evils  greater  than  famine,  and  wrongs 
more  dreadful  than  death.  Nor  have  thev 
found  there  food,  or  clothing,  or  shelter,  even 
in  the  very  houses  that  they  owned.  We  speak 
not  ignorantly  on  this  point,  and  yet,  for  the 
present,  we  can  not  dwell  upon  it,  nor  could 


I  much  that  relates  to  it  find  a  place  in  this  ar- 
ticle. 

While  occupied  with  reflections  somewhat 
akin  to  those  that  precede,  we  reached  the 
j  crest  of  the  Cordilleras,  and  looked  down  upon 
j  a  scene  of  rare  beauty.    The  barracks  of  Cerro 
Leon  lay  directly  beneath  us  ;  ])eyond,  a  broad 
expanse  of  smooth  meadow  land,  watered  by 
several  small  streams ;  and,  at  the  further  side 
of  the  valley,  the  church  and  village  of  Pirayu. 
The  line  of  railroad,  marked  by  its  white  tur- 
reted  stations,  which  gleamed  in  the  sunlight 
like  distant  sails  at  sea,  skirted  the  foot  of  the 
further  hills.    From  this  height  the  troops  and 
trenches  could  not  be  distinguished,  and  the 
view  was  peaceful  and  refreshing.   The  descent 
at  this  point  was  singularly  abrupt  and  hazard- 
ous.   A  narrow  path,  in  some  places  not  more 
than  two  feefwide,  zigzaged  down  the  face  of 
the  cliffs,  sometimes  passing  over  loose  stones, 
or  turned  aside  by  great  boulders  that  had  lodged 
on  the  projecting  sheh-es.    We  descended  on 
foot,  our  horses  following  us  with  great  care. 
At  one  time  we  stopped,  doubtful  as  to  the 
safety  of  proceeding  further,  but,  upon  looking 
up  and  seeing  our  faithful  steed  directly  and 
immediately  over  our  head,  quietly  surveying 
our  progress  and  appearing  as  if  sharing  our 
doubts,  we  decided  to  proceed  at  once.  In 
truth  we  did  not  like  the  situation  ;  for,  had  he 
missed  his  footing  or  attempted  to  turn  round, 
there  would  have  been  no  hope  for  us. 

Upon  rejoining  the  head-quarters  we  found 
there  were  many  missing  of  the  principal  of- 
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ficers,  whom  we  had  so  pleasantly  known  a 
few  days  before  at  Pikysyry.  The  two  words 
"muerto"  or  "hcrido" — dead  or  wounded — 
answered  all  our  inquiries  for  the  absent.  The 
troops  were  busy  intrenching,  and  preparing 
with  cheerful  enthusiasm  for  another  contest. 
Nevertheless,  the  future  of  the  republic  seemed 
dark  enough  at  that  moment,  and  many  be- 
lieved that  another  and  a  determined  advance 
of  the  enemy  would  have  annihilated  the  little 
band  of  devoted  warriors,  who  clung  with  in- 
tense devotion  to  the  fortunes  of  their  indomi- 
table chief.  There  was  yet  another  cause  of 
gloom  :  for  twenty-four  hours  the  batteries  at 
Angostura,  on  the  river,  had  been  ominously 
silent.  Could  they  have  surrendered  ?  They 
were  amply  garrisoned  and  supplied  to  hold  out 
for  a  month — so  the  commanding  officer  had 
written  two  days  before,  asking  to  be  allowed 
to  hold  his  position  until  the  last  extremity. 
That  same  evening  all  doubts  were  set  at  rest. 
There  came  a  boy-sergeant  of  fourteen  years, 
dripping  from  the  swamps,  through  which,  for 
nearly  thirty  hours,  he  had  swum  or  w^aded ; 
and  he  told  the  humiliating  story  of  the  sur- 
render— how  gun-boats  had  been  sent  Avith  flags 
of  truce  and  plausible  messages  from  the  allied 
chiefs ;  how  Paraguayan  deserters  had  misin- 
formed the  principal  officers  of  the  batteries, 
telling  the  old  story,  since  periodically  repeated, 
that  Lopez  was  trying  to  escape  to  Bolivia; 
how  at  last  the  whole  garrison,  more  than  two 
thousand,  were  marched  out  of  their  works  and 
suddenly  ordered  to  stack  arms  in  the  hated 
presence  of  the  enemy ;  and  how  he,  with  many 


others,  scorning  the  suiTender,  betook  himself 
to  the  swamps,  and  rested  not  until  he  stood 
before  his  chief.  All  this  he  told  with  stream- 
ing tears,  and  voice  almost  choked  with  sobs. 
He  said  there  Avas  treachery  in  this  surrender ; 
and  we  believe  him,  even  though  books  should 
be  written  to  the  contrary. 

With  the  fall  of  Angostura  the  river  was  lost 
to  Paraguay ;  and  the  abandoned  capital,  Asun- 
cion, soon  after  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  in- 
vaders, who  have  occupied  it  for  more  than  a 
year  in  the  long  and  wearisome  process  of  vin- 
dicating their  outraged  honor. 

The  things  since  done  in  that  most  unhappy 
of  cities,  and  which,  according  to  the  daily  press 
of  Buenos  Ayres  and  Montevideo,  continue  to 
be  done  unrebuked,  would  fill  a  most  painful 
chapter,  which  at  some  later  date  we  may  pre- 
sent for  the  consideration  of  the  reader. 


LOST  DAYS. 

The  lost  days  of  my  life  until  to-day, 

What  were  they,  could  I  see  them  on  the  street 

Lie  as  they  fell  ?   Would  they  be  ears  of  wheat 
SoA\Ti  once  for  food  but  trodden  into  clay  ? 
Or  golden  coins  squandered  and  still  to  pay? 

Or  drops  of  blood  dabbling  the  guilty  feet  ? 

Or  such  spilt  water  as  in  dreams  must  cheat 
The  throats  of  men  in  hell,  who  thirst  alway  ? 
I  do  not  see  them  here ;  but  after  death 

God  knows  I  know  the  faces  I  shall  see, 
Each  one  a  murdered  self,  with  low  last  breath, 

"  I  am  thyself— what  hast  thou  done  to  me  ?" 
"  And  I— and  I— thyself "  (lo  !  each  one  saith), 

"And  thou  thyself  to  all  eternity!" 
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ON  the  banks  of  the  little  river  Biese,  in  Alt 
Mark,  lies  a  quaint  and  picturesque  old 


*  The  Life  of  Bismarck,  Private  and  Political ;  with 
Descriptive  Notices  of  his  Ancestry.  By  John  George 
Louis  Hesekiel.  Translated  by  Kenneth  R.  H.  Mac- 
KEN8IE.  With  upward  of  one  hundred  illustrations 
by  DiEZ,  Grimm,  Pietsou,  and  others.  New  York: 
II.WvPER  AND  Brothers. 


1  town,  once  of  considerable  importance,  but  now 
chiefly  interesting  from  its  connection  with  the 
earlv  traditions  of  the  noble  and  illustrious  fam- 
ilv  of  Bismarck.  German  antiquarians  differ  as 
to  the  origin  of  the  name.  By  some  it  is  derived 
from  its  situation  on  the  Biese  ;  by  others,  from 

I  the  Bismarck  family,  whose  early  seat  it  was ; 

I  but  the  more  generally  received  opinion  is  that. 
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liaving  been  a  possession  of  the  bishops  of  Ha- 
velberg,  who  erected  there  a  strong  fort  or  cas- 
tle for  the  protection  of  their  territory  or  Mark, 
the  town  was  originally  called  Biscopesniarck 
(Bishopsmark).  Under  this  name  it  is  men- 
tioned in  the  early  part  of  the  thirteenth  centu- 
ry. In  process  of  time  the  name  became  short- 
ened to  Bismarck.  Anciently  the  town  had  an 
ecclesiastical  importance,  from  the  presence  of  a 
holy  cross,  which  was  said  to  have  fallen  from 
heaven.  It  was  guarded  with  pious  solicitude 
by  the  bishops  of  Havelberg,  who  derived  large 
revenues  from  the  offerings  of  pilgrims  to  the 
shrine  where  it  was  preserved.  In  later  years 
it  seems  to  have  fallen  into  disrepute — probably 
about  the  time  of  the  Reformation — for  we  find 
it  satirized  in  an  old  legend,  current  among  the 
peasantry  of  Alt  Mark,  that  a  gigantic  louse 
once  inhabited  a  tower  outside  the  town  (still 
standing,  and  known  by  the  name  of  "  the  Bis- 
marck Louse !"),  and  that  the  people  of  the  dis- 
trict were  compelled  to  supply  it  with  food,  un- 
der threat  of  a  i)enalty,  the  nature  of  which  may 
be  left  to  the  reader's  imagination. 

Little  is  definitely  known  respecting  the  origin 
of  the  Bismarcks.  One  tradition  asserts  that 
they  were  a  noble  family  of  Bohemia,  settled  by 
Charlemagne  in  the  Alt  Mark,  and  the  founders 
of  the  town  that  bears  their  name  ;  but  they  are 
now  generally  believed  to  be,  like  most  of  the 
families  of  knightly  rank  in  the  Alt  Mark,  the 
descendants  of  German  warriors  who,  under  the 
Giielph,  the  Ascanian,  or  other  princes,  liad  con- 
quered the  Slavic  lands  on  both  sides  of  the  Elbe 
for  Christianity  and  German  civilization,  and 
had  then  settled  themselves  on  those  lands  as 
fiefholders.  The  Bismarcks,  according  to  this 
view,  belonged  to  the  warrior  family  that  held 
Biscopesmarck  ;  and,  when  surnames  came  into 
use,  called  themselves  after  their  dwelling-pJace, 
and  thenceforth  were  known  in  German  annals 
as  Von  Bismarck,  retaining  the  name  after  the 
loss  or  cession  of  their  original  seat.  Like  many 
other  knightly  families  of  the  Alt  Mark,  the  Bis- 
marcks gradually  spread  toward  the  east,  con- 
quering larger  territory  for  German  Christian 
culture,  and  subduing  the  Wends,  or  driving 
them  back  toward  the  Oder.  Then,  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  fourteenth  century,  the  Bismarcks 
appear  as  warrior  knights  in  Priegnitz  and  the 
region  of  Ruppin.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
German  historian  Riedel  traces  the  family  of 
the  great  Prussian  statesman  to  a  plebeian  ori- 
gin. It  appears  to  him  credible  and  plausible 
that  the  chivalric  race  of  Bismarck  found  at  the 
commencement  of  the  fourteenth  century  in 
Priegnitz  should  have  descended  from  the  cas- 
tellans at  Bismarck,  who  were  provided  with 
territorial  fiefs  on  the  downfall  of  the  episcopal 
castle  :  while  he  holds  it  for  a  certainty  that  the 
Von  Bismarcks  of  Prussia  arose  from  a  citizen 
family,  and  attained  their  rank  as  a  reward  for 
distinguished  military  services.  Herr  Riedel 
lays  great  stress  on  the  fact  that  in  the  four- 
teenth century  Claus  von  Bismarck  appears  as 
Freeman  of  the  Guild  of  Tailors  in  Stendal,  the 
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circle  or  county  to  which  the  town  of  Bismarck 
belongs  ;  but  this  proves  nothing  by  itself.  It 
is  well  known  that  in  early  times  many  knightly 
families  settled  in  towns  and  took  part  in  mu- 
nicipal government,  which  at  first  was  always 
more  or  less  patrician  in  character;  and  the 
noblest  families  were  frequently  associated  with 
citizen  guilds,  as  patrons  or  honorary  members 
— as  in  modern  times,  for  example,  the  Wor- 
shipful Company  of  Merchant  Tailors  in  Lon- 
don made  the  Duke  of  Wellington  free  of  their 
guild.  Nobody  supposes  that  this  made  the 
Diike  a  tailor. 

But,  whether  noble  or  plebeian,  the  first  an- 
cestor of  the  Bismarck  family  of  whom  we  find 
any  certain  mention  in  German  annals  was  not 
a  man  to  be  ashamed  of.  This  was  Rulo  or 
Rudolf  von  Bismarck,  whose  name  appears  in 
the  records  from  1309  to  1338.  This  person- 
age was  a  respected  member  of  the  Guild  of 
Tailors,  often  its  presiding  officer,  as  well  as 
a  municipal  magistrate.  He  was  held  in  high 
esteem  for  his  prudence  and  wealth.  He  rep- 
resented Stendal  in  important  negotiations  w^ith 
princely  courts,  and  in  every  position  main- 
tained a  high  standing  among  his  fellow-towns- 
men. He  was  also  the  founder  of  a  system  of 
common  schools  in  Stendal,  in  opposition  to  the 
clergy,  who  claimed  the  education  of  the  people 
as  their  own  privilege.  For  this  daring  act  of 
insubordination  to  ecclesiastical  authority,  Ru- 
dolf von  Bismarck,  in  all  probability,  died  an 
excommunicated  man,  as  the  dispute  com- 
menced by  him  was  not  settled  until  long  after 
his  decease.  He  left  behind  him  four  sons, 
of  whom  Claus  von  Bismarck  was  the  eldest. 

The  youngeri)rothers  soon  fell  into  the  back- 
ground ;  but  Claus  von  Bismarck,  being  a  man 
of  great  determination  and  energy,  extended 
his  sphere  of  influence  far  beyond  the  limits 
of  Stendal.  He  exerted  himself  to  settle  the 
internal  differences  of  the  town,  and  reconciled 
the  Church  with  his  father's  memory  by  large 
donations  and  the  establishment  of  a  memorial 
festival.  At  home  he  headed  the  patrician  ele- 
ment against  the  -democratic  innovations  of  the 
lower  guilds ;  in  the  country  he  became  a  leader 
in  the  patriotic  Brandenburg  league,  which 
sought  to  reunite  the  Marks,  separated  by  the 
-death  of  Walderaar  the  Great,  under  one  gov- 
ernment. His  career  offers  many  points  of  re- 
semblance to  that  of  his  great  descendant.  Otto 
von  Bismarck,  in  the  nineteenth  century. 

Worsted  at-  length  in  his  contest  with  the 
democratic  party  of  Stendal,  Claus  attached 
himself  to  the  Margrave  Ludwig,  for  whom  he 
conducted  some  important  negotiations,  besides 
lending  him  considerable  sums  of  money.  As 
a  reward  for  these  important  services  the  Mar- 
grave, in  1345,  granted  the  castle  of  Burgstall, 
one  of  the  strong-holds  of  the  country,  protect- 
ing the  southern  frontier  of  the  Alt  Mark  to- 
ward Magdeburg,  to  Claus  von  Bismarck  and 
his  descendants,  and  their  brothers,  as  a  fief. 
Thus  the  Bismarcks  entered  the  first  rank  of 
the  nobility  of  the  Alt  Mark  as  castellans — in 
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the  original,  Schlossgessessen,  literally  "seized 
of,  or  seated  at,  a  castle."  These  castellan 
families  in  the  Alt  Mark,  although  they  could 
not  claim  any  right  to  a  higher  rank,  formed 
a  privileged  class  of  the  chivalric  nobility, 
which  maintained  itself  by  the  possession  of 
castles — then  of  great  importance  for  the  de- 
fense of  the  country.  The  castellans  under 
the  Luxemburg  dynasty,  like  the  members  of 
the  Bohemian  nobility,  were  called  nobiles, 
while  other  classes  of  the  nobility  were  only  de- 
nominated "  worshipful,"  or  strenui.  They  had 
ingress  and  precedence  at  the  Diets  before  the 
others,  were  not  summoned  to  those  assemblies 
by  proclamation,  but  by  writ,  and  were  imme- 
diately under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Land  Cap- 
tain, while  ordinary  knights  were  subject  to  the 
courts  of  justice  of  the  province.  Although 
the  castellans  maintained  a  portion  of  these 
rights  to  very  recent  times,  they  were  never 
any  thing  more  than  Alt  Mark  Junkers,  whose 
families  possessed  some  privileges  beyond  the 
common  people. 

The  family  of  Bismarck  remained  in  undis- 
turbed possession  of  Burgstall  until  the  year 
1555,  when  the  hunt-loving  Electoral  Prince, 
the  Margrave  John  George,  in  order  to  obtain 
wider  preserves,  attacked  their  ancient  privileges 
and  forest  rights,  and  ten  years  later  compelled 
them  to  exchange  their  ancestral  seat  for  Cre- 
vese  and  Schonhausen.  To  the  branch  of  the 
family  settled  at  the  latter  place  the  present 
Couiit  Bismarck  belongs. 

He  was  born  at  Schonhausen,  on  the  1st  of 
April,  1815,  and  was  christened  Otto  Edward 
Leopold.    His  early  youth,  however,  was  not 


passed  on  his  ancestral  estate,  but  in  Pomerania, 
whither  his  parents  had  removed  in  the  year 
1816.  By  the  decease  of  a  cousin  they  had 
succeeded  to  the  knightly  estates  of  Kniephof, 
Jarchelin,  and  Kiilz,  in  the  circle  of  Naugard. 
At  Kniephof,  where  his  parents  took  up  their 
residence,  Bismarck  passed  the  first  six  years 
of  his  life,  and  to  Kniephof  he  returned  in  his 
holidays  from  Berlin,  so  that  this  Pomeranian 
estate  of  his  parents  may  be  regarded  as  the 
scene  of  his  earliest  sports.  Its  situation  is  ex- 
tremely pleasant,  being  surrounded  by  woods 
and  meadows,  close  to  the  little  river  Zampel. 
Even  in  the  last  century  the  beautiful  gardens 
and  carp-lake  were  famous.  It  remained  in 
his  possession  until  18G8,  when,  on  the  i)urchase 
of  the  estate  of  Varzin,  it  passed  into  the  hands 
of  his  eldest  nephew. 

The  mother  of  Otto  von  Bismarck  was  a  beau- 
tiful, very  proud,  and  very  ambitious  woman, 
and  of  great  influence  in  society.  She  very 
early  sought  to  awaken  ambition  in  her  sons ; 
and  it  was  particularly  her  desire  that  the  youn- 
ger son,  Otto,  should  devote  himself  to  a  dip- 
lomatic career,  for  which  she  considered  him 
especially  fitted  by  innate  qualities  of  mind. 
This  aspiration  was  not  fulfilled  in  her  lifetime  ; 
but  her  maternal  instinct  is  honored  by  this 
early  perception  of  the  path  in  which  her  favor- 
ite son  was  to  attain  the  highest  distinction. 
His  father,  on  the  other  hand,  a  handsome,  per- 
sonable, and  cheerful  man,  full  of  wit  and  hu- 
mor, loved  a  robust  country  life,  and  his  chief 
amusement  to  the  close  of  his  life  was  the  chase. 
How  zealously  the  old  gentleman  pursued  this 
pastime  we  learn  from  a  letter  from  young  Bis- 
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marck  to  his  newly  married  sister  in  the  autumn 
of  1844,  a  part  of  which  we  quote  : 

Now  you  have  departed,  I  have  naturally  found  the 
house  very  lonely.  I  have  sat  by  the  stove  smoking, 
and  contemplating  how  unnatural  and  selfish  it  is  in 
girls  who  have  brothers,  and  those  bachelors,  to  go 
and  recklessly  marry,  and  act  as  if  they  only  were  in 
the  world  to  follow  their  own  sweet  wills ;  a  selfish 
principle  from  M'hich  I  feel  that  our  family,  and  my- 
self in  proper  person,  are  fortunately  free.  After  per- 
ceiving the  fruitlessness  of  these  reflections,  I  arose 
from  the  green  leather  chair  in  which  you  used  to  sit 
kissing  and  whispering  with  Miss  and  Oscar,  and 
plunged  wildly  into  the  elections,  which  convinced  me 
that  five  votes  were  mine  for  life  or  death,  and  two 
had  somewhat  lukewarmly  supported  me ;  while  Krug 
received  four,  sixteen  to  eighteen  voted  for  Arnim, 
and  twelve  to  fifteen  for  Alvensleben.  I  therefore 
thought  it  best  to  retire  altogether.  Since  then  I  have 
lived  here  with  father;  reading,  smoking,  walking, 
helping  him  to  eat  lampreys,  and  joining  in  a  farce 
called  fox-hunting.  We  go  out  in  the  pouring  rain,  or 
at  six  degrees  of  frost,  accompanied  by  Ihle,  Bellin, 
and  Charles,  surround  an  old  bush  in  a  sportsman-like 
way,  silent  as  the  grave,  as  the  wind  blows  through 
the  cover,  where  we  are  all  fully  convinced— even  per- 
haps my  father — that  the  only  game  consists  of  a  few 
old  women  gathering  fagots— and  not  another  living 
thing.  Then  Ihle,  Charles,  and  a  couple  of  hounds, 
making  the  strangest  and  most  prodigious  noise,  par- 
ticularly Ihle,  burst  into  the  thicket,  my  father  stand- 
ing perfectly  stock-still,  with  his  rifle  just  as  if  he  fully 
expected  some  beast,  until  Ihle  comes  out,  shouting 
'  Hu !  la !  la  !  fuss  !  hey  !  hey !'  in  the  queerest  shrieks. 
Then  my  father  asks  me,  in  tbo  coolest  manner,  if  I 
have  not  seen  something ;  and  I  reply,  with  most  nat- 
ural air  of  astonishment,  nothing  in  the  world  !  Then, 
growling  at  the  rain,  we  start  for  another  bush,  where 
Ihle  is  sure  we  shall  find  game,  and  play  the  farce  over 
again.  This  goes  on  for  three  or  four  hours,  without 
ray  father,  Ihle,  and  Fingal  exhibiting  the  least  symp- 
tom of  being  tired." 

Young  Bismarck  passed  his  first  school  years 
in  Berlin,  and  proved  himself  an  intelligent  and 
earnest  student,  and  won  the  affection  and  con- 
fidence of  all  his  teachers.    The  Director  of 


the  Frederic  William  Gymnasium,  Dr.  Bon- 
nell,  draws  this  pleasant  picture  of  his  first  ac- 
quaintance with  the  future  statesman  : 

"My  attention  was  drawn  to  Bismarck  on  the  very 
day  of  his  entry,  on  which  occasion  the  new  boys  sat 
in  the  school-room  on  rows  of  benches  in  order  that 
the  masters  could  overlook  the  new-comers  with  at- 
tention during  the  inauguration.  Otto  von  Bismarck 
sat— as  I  still  distinctly  remember,  and  often  have  re- 
lated— with  visible  eagerness,  a  clear  and  pleasant 
boyish  face  and  bright  eyes,  in  a  gay  and  lightsome 
mood  among  his  comrades,  so  that  it  caused  me  to 
think,  '  That's  a  nice  boy ;  I'll  keep  my  eye  upon  him.' 
He  became  my  pupil  first  when  he  entered  the  upper 
third.  I  was  transferred  at  Michaelmas,  1829,  from 
the  Berlin  Gymnasium  to  the  Graue  Kloster,  to  which 
Bismarck  also  came  in  the  following  year.  He  be- 
came an  inmate  of  my  house  at  Easter,  1S31,  where  he 
behaved  himself  in  my  modest  household,  then  num- 
bering only  my  wife  and  my  infant  son,  in  a  friendly 
and  confiding  manner.  In  every  respect  he  was  most 
charming  ;  he  seldom  quitted  us  of  an  evening  ;  if  I 
was  sometimes  absent,  he  conversed  in  a  friendly  and 
innocent  manner  with  my  wife,  and  evinced  a  strong 
inclination  for  domestic  life.  He  wou  our  hearts,  and 
we  met  his  advances  with  aff"ection  and  care— so  that 
his  father,  when  he  quitted  us,  declared  that  his  son 
had  never  been  so  happy  as  with  us." 

To  this  day  Bismarck  has  preserved  a  pleas- 
ant intimacy  with  his  old  preceptor. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen  Bismarck  quitterl 
school  for  the  university  of  Gottingen.  He 
was  himself  anxious  to  enter  at  Heidelberg, 
having  acquired  a  taste  for  the  wild  student  life 
that  prevails  at  that  university,  but  yielded  tc 
the  urgent  entreaties  of  his  mother,  who  feared 
he  might  contract  the  habit  of  beer-drinking, 
which  she  always  detested.  She  would  have  pre- 
ferred the  university  of  Berlin,  but  the  young 
student  was  eager  to  be  emancipated  from 
the  social  and  academic  restrictions  that  make 
student  life  in  that  city  so  tame  in  comparison 
with  that  of  other  university  towns.    Even  be- 
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fore  entering  at  Gottingen  he  had  fought  his 
first  duel.  His  opponent  was  a  brave  lad  named 
Wolf.  Both  were  rather  unscientific  in  the 
use  of  weapons,  and  Bismarck  retired  from  the 
contest  with  a  wounded  leg,  while  his  antago- 
nist only  lost  his  spectacles. 

At  Gottingen  he  led  a  wild  and  dissipated 
life.  Eor  some  aggravated  offense  he  was  one 
day  cited  to  the  presence  of  the  Dean.  With 
a  careless  bravado  very  characteristic  of  him 
he  appeared  before  that  awful  functionary  wear- 
ing a  tall  hat,  a  gay  dressing-gown,  with  riding- 
boots  that  reached  above  his  knees,  and  accom- 
panied by  an  enormous  blood-hound.  Startled 
half  out  of  his  senses  by  this  unexpected  ap- 
parition, the  poor  Dean  sought  refuge  behind  a 
chair,  and  only  left  his  hiding-place  after  the 
audacious  student  had  sent  the  dog  out  of  the 
room. 

On  leaving  the  Dean,  who  had  fined  him  for 
having  the  dog  in  his  possession,  young  Bis- 
marck encountered  a  party  of  four  students  be- 
longing to  the  Hanoverian  Corps,  who  amused 
themselves  by  making  sarcastic  remarks  on  his 
extraordinary  costume.  High  words  ensued, 
followed  by  a  challenge  from  each  of  the  four 
Hanoverians.  During  the  first  three  terms  of 
his  university  life  he  fought  over  twenty  duels, 
and  was  wounded  in  one  instance  only,  and 
that  by  the  breaking  of  his  adversary's  sword- 
blade.  The  scar  is  still  visible  on  his  cheek. 
After  an  animated  dispute  on  the  subject  this 
■'blood,"  to  his  opponent's  great  annoyance, 
was  held  not  to  be  "  good,"  as  it  was  drawn  by 
accident. 

According  to  his  own  account,  Bismarck  led 
a  wild  and  reckless  life  at  Gottingen.  He  only 
twice  attended  lectures  before  he  passed  his  ex- 
amination. After  leaving  the  university  he  was 
employed  as  a  subordinate  functionary  in  vari- 
ous government  offices  ;  but,  growing  weary  of 
this  d  ull  routine,  soon  retired  to  his  own  estates 
at  Kniephof,  which  he  successfully  tried  to  re- 
lieve from  the  embarrassed  condition  into  which 
they  had  fallen  through  neglect  and  mismanage- 
ment.   He  was  then  about  twenty-three  years 
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of  age,  and  had  already  entered  the  Jager 
Guard,  to  fulfill  the  military  duties  incumbent 
upon  every  Prussian.  So  long  as  necessity 
pressed  upon  him  he  found  solace  in  agricultur- 
al activity ;  but  when,  through  his  excellent  ad- 
ministration, the  estates  began  to  rise  in  value, 
and  every  thing  went  on  smoothly,  and  he  was 
able  to  rely  upon  subordinates,  he  grew  dissat- 
isfied with  the  contracted  life  around  him,  and 
plunged  anew  into  the  wild  excesses  that  had 
marked  his  student's  career.  In  his  youthful 
fancy  he  had  formed  a  certain  ideal  of  a  coun- 
try Junker,  or  squire.  He  owned  no  carriage, 
performed  all  his  journeys  on  horseback,  and 
astonished  the  neighborhood  by  riding  eighteen 
to  thirty  miles  to  evening  assemblies.  Despite 
of  his  wild  life  and  actions,  he  felt  a  continual- 
ly increasing  sense  of  loneliness  ;  and  the  same 
Bismarck  who  gave  himself  to  jolly  carouses 
among  the  officers  of  neighboring  garrisons, 
sank,  when  alone,  into  the  bitterest  and  most 
desolate  state  of  reflection.  He  suffered  from 
that  disgust  of  life  common  to  the  boldest  of- 
ficers at  certain  times,  and  which  has  been 
called  "first  lieutenant's  melancholy."  The 
less  real  pleasure  he  had  in  his  wild  career,  the 
madder  it  became ;  and  he  earned  himself  a 
fearful  reputation  among  elderly  ladies  and 
gentleman,  who  predicted  the  moral  and  pe- 
cuniary ruin  of  "Mad  Bismarck,"  as  they  named 
him. 

The  estate  of  Kniephof  had  been  purchased 
by  Otto's  grandfather  chiefly  to  gratify  his 
passion  for  the  chase.  At  that  time  it  was 
well  stocked  with  game,  especially  deer,  very 
few  of  which  remained  when  the  grandson  went 
to  reside  there.  Kniephof  did  not  then  behold 
stag-huntings  with  horses  and  mastiff's,  as  in  the 
previous  century.  But  strange  scenes  occurred 
when  the  youthful  owner,  tortured  by  dark 
thoughts,  dashed  restlessly,  to  kill  time,  through 
the  fields,  sometimes  in  solitude,  and  sometimes 
in  the  company  of  gay  companions  and  guests. 
Strange  stories  were  current  of  nocturnal  ca- 
rouses in  the  old  mansion,  at  which  none  could 
equal  "Mad  Bismarck"  in  emptying  the  great 

beaker  filled  with  por- 
ter and  Champagne. 
Tales  of  a  wild  char- 
acter were  whispered 
in  the  circles  of  shud- 
dering ladies.  At 
each  mad  adventure, 
each  wild  burst  of 
humor,  a  dozen  myths 
started  up,  sometimes 
of  a  comical,  some- 
times a  terrible  char- 
acter, until  the  man- 
sion of  Kniephof  was 
looked  upon  as  haunt- 
ed. But  the  ghosts 
must  have  had  toler- 
ably strong  nerves, 
for  the  guests,  slum- 
bering  with  night- 
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caps  of  porter  and  Champagne,  were '  often 
roused  by  pistol-shots,  the  bullets  whistling 
over  their  heads,  and  the  plaster  from  the  ceil- 
ings tumbling  into  their  faces. 

But,  even  while  sowing  his  wild  oats,  young 
Bismarck  had  periods  of  profound  disgust  with 
the  reckless  life  he  was  leading.  He  would 
often  retire  for  hours  to  the  deepest  solitudes  of 
the  forest,  accompanied  only  by  his  faithful  dog; 
and  his  companions  always  noticed  that  when 
he  returned  he  was  inclined' to  be  thoughtful, 
and  to  bore  them  with  long  discourses  on  polit- 
ical affairs.  Young  gentlemen,  in  those  days, 
were  not  so  accustomed  to  political  discussion 
as  the  youth  of  our  time,  and  political  parties, 
in  the  modern  sense  of  the  word,  were  almost 
unknown  in  Germany;  and  a  comrade  of  those 
days  has  left  on  record  that  he  felt  "  miserably 
bored"  whenever  the  future  statesman  fell  into 
one  of  these  serious  moods.  It  should  be  men- 
tioned to  his  credit  that,  despite  his  wild  and 
irregular  life,  he  was  held  in  high  consideration 
by  grave  men  of  position,  and  was  frequently 
solicited  to  enter  political  life.  For  some  time 
he  steadily  refused  to  leave  his  estates.  All  at 
once,  however,  he  gave  up  his  wild  courses,  and 
betook  himself  to  the  study  of  history,  theology, 
and  philosophy.  His  favorite  author  was  Spi- 
noza. About  this  time  he  sought  to  improve 
his  mind  by  travel,  and  visited  France  and  En- 
gland. 

After  the  death  of  his  father,  which  took 
place  in  1845,  the  sons  so  divided  the  property 
that  Otto  von  Bismarck  retained  Kniephof  and 
Schonhausen.  From  that  time  he  resided  at 
the  latter  place,  became  Dyke  Captain  there, 
and  afterward  Knight's  Deputy  in  the  circle  of 
Jorichow  in  the  Saxon  Provincial  Diet  at  Merse- 
burg.  In  that  capacity  he  attended  the  first 
meeting  of  the  United  Diets  in  1847,  on  which 
occasion  he  first  attracted  the  notice  of  the  pub- 
lic to  himself  in  more  extended  circles. 

In  1847  Bismarck  married  Fraulein  Johanna 
von  Putkammer.  The  parents  of  this  lady 
were  quiet,  sedate,  pious  people,  and  they  were 
thrown  into  great  consternation  when  "Mad 
Bismarck,"  as  he  was  still' called,  proposed  for 
her  hand,  and  were  still  more  alarmed  when 
the  young  lady  firmly  but  modestly  acknowl- 
edged her  affection  for  the  scape-grace,  and  de- 
clared her  intention  to  marry  him.  "  It  seemed 
as  if  I  had  been  felled  with  an  axe,"  old  Herr 
Von  Putkammer  said,  long  afterward,  in  describ- 
ing his  feelings  at  that  time.  However,  he  was 
not  inclined  to  play  the  tyrant  father,  and  gave 
his  consent,  although  with  a  heavy  heart — a 
consent  he  has  never  had  reason  to  regret. 
Her  mother,  of  a  more  spirited  nature,  protest- 
ed until  Bismarck  appeared  in  person  at  Rein- 
feld,  and  before  her  eyes  clasped  his  bride  to 
his  heart.  With  a  flood  of  passionate  tears  she 
then  consented  to  their  union,  and  from  that 
moment  became  the  warmest  and  most  zealous 
friend  of  the  man  to  whom  she  gave  her  be- 
loved daughter.  For  a  little  while  after  his 
marriage  Bismarck  settled  down  to  the  unevent- 


ful life  of  a  country  squire  at  Schonhausen,  but 
was  soon  summoned  from  that  seclusion  to  take 
an  active  part  in  political  aff"airs. 

In-  February,  1847,  King  William  IV.  of 
Prussia,  a  good  but  irresolute  and  vacillating 
man,  yielding  at  length  to  the  clamors  of  his 
people  and  the  warnings  of  his  councilors,  sum- 
moned a  United  Diet,  composed  of  delegates 
from  the  Provincial  Diets.  Simple-minded,  ro- 
mantic, and  bound  by  medieval  notions  of  king- 
ship, he  considered  this  an  act  of  remarkable 
condescension  on  his  part,  for  which  his  sub- 
jects should  be  profoundly  grateful.  Imagine 
his  astonishment  on  discovering  that  the  people 
were  profoundly  dissatisfied.  The  very  first  act 
of  the  new  Diet  was  to  declare  that  the  convoca- 
tion of  the  United  Estates  was  not  a  fulfillment 
of  the  promise  to  grant  a  national  representa- 
tion, made  to  the  people  by  William  III.  in 
1815.  This  declaration  was  strenuously  and 
bitterly  opposed  by  Bismarck,  who  sat  in  the 
Assembly  as  a  representative  from  one  of  the 
Provincial  Diets.  A  deputy  on  the  liberal  side 
had  made  one  of  those  wordy,  enthusiastic 
speeches,  at  all  times  so  popular  in  Germany, 
and  declared  that  the  Prussian  people  had  risen 
in  1813  for  the  sole  purpose  of  obtaining  a  con- 
stitution ;  and  Bismarck,  a  firm  believer  in  the 
divinity  of  kingship,  ascended  the  tribune  to 
reply.  It  was  his  first  appearance  as  a  polit- 
ical orator.  A  large,  strongly  built  man,  his 
plentiful  hair  cut  short,  his  ruddy,  healthful 
countenance,  with  a  heavy  blonde  beard,  his 
clear  eyes  somewhat  prominent,  his  aspect  was 
commanding,  and  attracted  general  attention. 
He  looked  round  upon  the  Assembly  a  few  sec- 
onds, and  then,  in  a  firm  voice,  proceeded  to 
reply.  His  speech  was  a  bitter  attack  upon  lib- 
eralism and  democracy,  and  provoked  a  storm 
of  cries  and  hisses  from  the  other  side  of  the 
house.  At  one  time  the  noise  was  so  great 
that  the  orator's  voice  was  completely  drowned. 
To  show  his  contempt  for  his  opponents,  he 
ceased  the  eff'ort  to'  make  himself  heard,  and 
quietly  drawing  a  newspaper  from  his  pocket, 
leaned  against  the  railing  in  an  easy  attitude, 
and  read  until  order  was  restored,  when  he  pro- 
ceeded with  his  speech.  In  opposition  to  the 
declaration  proposed  in  the  Assembly,  he  as- 
serted that  the  war  of  1813-15  had  not  given  to 
the- Prussians  any  right  to  demand  a  constitu- 
tion of  their  king,  their  object  having  been  to 
shake  off"  a  foreign  yoke,  and  not  domestic  tyr- 
anny. The  king  of  Prussia,  he  declared,  held 
his  throne  by  divine  right,  and  not  by  the  grace 
of  the  people,  and  therefore  every  royal  con- 
cession was  a  free  gift  to  his  subjects.  In  the 
same  illiberal  spirit  Bismarck  opposed  everj- 
step  toward  greater  freedom  for  the  masses. 
He  was  especially  roused  by  a  bill  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  civil  disabilities  of  the  Jews. 
"You  may  call  my  ideas  unenlightened  and 
medieval,"  he  exclaimed  ;  "but  I  demand  that 
Christianity  shall  be  superior  to  the  state. 
Without  a  religious  foundation  the  state  is 
only  an  accidental  aggregate  of  rights,  a  bul- 
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wark  against  the  king.  Its  legislation  will  not 
be  an  emanation  of  the  fountain  of  eternal  wis- 
dom, but  will  stand  on  the  shifting  sands  of 
vague  and  changeable  ideas  of  humanity.  If  I 
should  see  a  Jew  a  representative  of  the  king's 
sacred  majesty,  I  should  feel  deeply  humiliated. " 
Yet  he  declared  himself  to  be  no  enemy  of  the 
Jews.  "If  they  are  enemies  to  me,"  he  said, 
"  I  forgive  them.  Under  certain  circumstances 
I  even  love  them.  I  would  grant  them  every 
right,  save  that  of  holding  superior  official  posts 
in  Christian  countries."  This  illiberal  spirit 
characterized  the  whole  of  Bismarck's  course 
in  the  Diet.  He  was  deeply  impressed  with 
the  idea  that  the  sovereignty  of  Prussia  was 
threatened  with  serious  dangers  :  that  his  duty 
was  to  aid  the  king  in  rescuing  his  native  land 
from  what  he  regarded  as  the  insolent  preten- 
sions of  the  modern  parliamentary  spirit  and 
the  evils  of  a  "paper"  government,  as  he  was 
wont  to  characterize  the  constitution. 

When  the  news  arrived  of  the  revolution  of 
February,  1848,  in  Paris,  Bismarck  felt  that  the 
signal  had  been  given  for  the  outbreak  of  the 
long-impending  struggle  between  the  Prussian 


king  and  his  subjects.  He  determined  to  re- 
sist it ;  and  when  the  Avaves  of  revolution  rolled 
across  the  Rhine  and  swept  over  Germany,  the 
courageous  man,  whose  official  duty  it  had  been 
to  protect  the  Elbe  dykes  against  the  floods, 
set  himself  bravely  to  resist  the  advancing  tide. 
When  the  king,  overborne  b}'  the  spirit  of  the 
masses,  granted  a  paper  constitution,  Bismarck 
protested  against  it,  in  a  manly  and  dignified 
spirit,  and  then  retired  to  his  country  seat. 
Deeply  attached  to  the  king,  he  was  yet  too 
deeply  imbued  with  feudal  ideas  to  approve 
what  he  regarded  as  a  weak  and  dangerous 
concession.  The  Socialist  follies  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  which  soon  afterward  drove  even 
the  Liberals  into  opposition,  gave  him  an  op- 
portunity to  form  a  new  Conservative  party,  and 
he  became  one  of  the  most  trusted  and  influen- 
tial advisers  of  King  Frederick  William  IV., 
whose  personal  acquaintance  he  had  previous- 
h'  made.  He  was  frequently  commanded  to 
the  royal  hunting  parties  at  Letzlingen,  and 
was  always  treated  by  the  king  with  especial 
favor.  It  was  with  peculiar  pleasure,  also,  that 
he  hunted  on  the  moors  and  among 'the  forests 
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that  centuries  before  had  been  the  proud 
heritage  of  his  race;  a  heritage  his  an- 
cestors had  surrendered  only  under  the 
influence  of  affection  for  their  princes  and 
reverence  for  their  liege  lord.  These  old 
Bismarckian  preserves  are  the  richest  in 
Prussia :  the  red  deer  and  bucks  are 
counted  by  thousands,  and  the  royal 
hunts,  which  take  place  every  winter 
since  the  restoration  of  the  mansion  of 
Letzlingen  by  Frederick  William  IV.,  at 
the  beginning  of  his  reign,  are  among  the 
best  in  Europe.  Frederick  William  IV., 
although  familiar  with  the  chase,  was  not 
at  all  times  a  keen  sportsman.  Once  he 
leaned  his  gnn  against  a  tree,  drew  a  vol- 
ume of  Shakspeare  from  his  pocket,  seated 
himself  on  a  stump,  and  was  so  absorbed 
in  the  poetry  that  he  never  noticed  that 
an  inquisitive  stag,  who  wished  to  know 
what  the  king  was  reading,  crept  up  be-  .  ^ 
hind  him  and  looked  into  the  book  over  ^ 
his  shoulder.  This  pretty  scene  was  wit-  ^,  ^* 
nessed  from  a  distance  by  Bismarck  and 
several  other  sportsmen. 

In  the  winter  of  1849  Bismarck  estab- 
lished his  family  in  Berlin,  and  his  life 
was  almost  wholly  absorbed  by  politics. 
He  passed  much  of  his  leisure  time  in  a 
beer  saloon,  where  a  club  of  Conserva- 
tives was  accustomed  to  meet  even- 
ings to  discuss  the  affairs  of  the  country.  On 
one  of  these  occasions  he  exhibited,  in  a  very 
characteristic  way,  his  chivalric  feelings  toward 
the  throne.  He  had  just  taken  a  seat  when  a 
particularly  offensive  expression  was  used  at 
the  next  table  concerning  a  member  of  the 
royal  family.  Bismarck  immediately  rose  to 
his  full  height,  turned  to  the  speaker,  and 
thundered  forth:  "Out  of  the  house!  If  you 
are  not  off  when  I  have  drunk  this  beer,  I  will 
break  this  glass  on  your  head !"  At  this  there 
ensued  a  fierce  commotion,  and  threatening 
outcries  resounded  in  all  directions.  Taking 
no  notice  of  this,  Bismarck  finished  his  glass, 
and  then  brought  it  down  u])on  the  offender's 
pate  with  such  effect  that  the  fragments  flew  all 
about  the  table,  and  the  man  fell  down,  howl- 
ing with  anguish.  There  was  a  deep  silence, 
during  which  Bismarck's  voice  was  heard  to 
say,  in  the  quietest  tone,  as  if  nothing  what- 
ever had  taken  place  :  "Waiter,  what  is  to  pay 
for  this  broken  glass?" 

In  1851  Bismarck  was  appointed  Embassador 
from  the  Prussian  court  to  the  Diet  in  Frank- 
fort-on-the-Maine,  where  he  remained  for  eight 
years.  He  was  at  that  time  in  favor  of  an  al- 
liance with  Austria,  with  which  power  he  was 
ready  to  make  common  cause  against  the  spread 
of  democratic  ideas.  But  gradually  his  views 
underwent  a  change.  Willing  to  go  hand  in 
hand  with  Austria,  he  was  still  a  Prussian  ;  and 
when  it  became  evident  that  Austria  was  de- 
termined upon  the  humiliation  of  Prussia,  he 
became  the  bitter  antagonist  of  that  power.  To 
go  into  the  details  of  his  policy  would  be  te- 
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dious  and  unprofitable  ;  but  we  find,  in  a  letter 
written  by  him  aft'cr  his  removal  to  St.  Peters- 
burg, a  passage  which  fully  explains  his  course  to- 
ward the  Austrian  government,  and  the  grounds 
of  his  jealousy  in  respect  to  the  relative  position 
of  tlie  two  powers  in  the  Frankfort  Diet : 

"The  minor  princes  and  governments  do  not  meas- 
ure the  two  great  powers  by  the  same  standard  ;  the 
interpretation  of  the  scope  and  of  the  laws  of  the  Con- 
federation is  modified  according  to  the  wants  of  Aus- 
trian policy.  Since  1S50  we  are  met  in  every  question 
by  the  same  hostile  majority,  by  the  same  pretension 
that  Prussia  ought  always  to  yield.  In  the  Eastern 
question  Austria's  power  of  gravitation  proved  so  su- 
perior to  ours  that  the  other  German  governments,  al- 
though agreeing  in  their  convictions  with  Prussia, 
were  obliged  to  give  way.  They  declared  themselves 
unable  to  discharge  their  federal  duties  if  Austria  was 
resolved  to  go  her  own  way,  although  they  themselves 
were  convinced  that  the  federal  law  and  the  interests 
of  Germany  were  in  favor  of  our  policy.  Their  cling- 
ing to  Austria  is  based  on  an  erroneous  conception  of 
their  interest,  which  prescribes  a  common  opposition 
to  Prussia,  and  to  the  natural  development  of  her  in- 
flnence  and  power.  The  aim  of  the  policy  of  the  mid- 
dle states  is  the  development  of  the  federal  treaties  in 
the  sense  of  Austrian  supremacy.  This  can  only  be 
done  at  Prussia's  expense,  if  we  are  always  willing  to 
submit,  and  to  bear  with  untiring  complacency  the 
disproportion  between  our  federal  rights  and  duties. 
This  tendency  of  the  policy  of  the  middle  states  will 
reappear  after  every  vacillation  with  the  steadiness  of 
the  magnetic  needle,  because  it  is  not  the  arbitrary  re- 
sult of  changing  circumstances  and  persons,  but  the 
natural  and  necessary  result  of  the  federal  relations 
with  the  minor  states.  We  have  no  means  of  coming 
to  a  permanent  and  satisfactory  arrangement  with  this 
policy  within  the  pale  of  the  existing  federal  treaties. 
I  consider  our  present  federal  relations  as  a  disease  of 
Prussia,  which  we  shall  be  obliged  to  cure  sooner  or 
later  with  fire  and  sword  (ferro  et  igni),  if  we  do  not 
take  preventive  measures  in  seasonflble  time." 
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It  is  not  unlikely  that  these  convictions  were 
shared  by  the  Prussian  court,  nor  that  the 
counsels  of  Bismarck  had  much  to  do  with  the 
attitude  of  Prussia  toward  Austria  during  the 
Italian  war  of  1859.  He  would  have  had  Prus- 
sia take  an  even  more  determined  attitude,  and 
pressed  his  government  to  consult  only  Prus- 
sian interests  in  future.  But  the  ministry  was 
weak  and  hesitating,  and  the  opportunity  was 
temporarily  lost. 

Bismarck's  career  as  minister  to  St.  Peters- 
burg was  not  marked  by  important  events.  In 
May,  1862,  he  was  appointed  minister  to  Paris, 
and  immediately  set  out  for  that  city.  Soon 
after  presenting  his  credentials  he  visited  Lon- 
don, where  he  had  a  long  but  unsuccessful  con- 
ference with  Lord  Palmerston,  whom  he  tried 
to  win  over  to  his  anti-Austrian  projects.  He 
then  went  to  Biarritz,  where  he  met  the  French 
emperor.  Before  the  close  of  summer  he  was 
recalled  to  Berlin  to  take  the  position  of  Pre- 
mier and  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs.  The 
position  was  a  difficult  one.  The  House  of 
Deputies  had  refused  to  vote  the  increased  mil- 
itary budget  demanded  by  the  Liberal  ministry ; 
and  King  William  L,  finding  himself  unable  to 
effect  a  good  understanding,  felt  the  necessity 
of  selecting  a  minister  sufficiently  possessed  of 
devotion,  energy,  daring,  and  circumspection  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  the  state  despite  of  the 
crisis.  His  choice  fell  upon  Bismarck.  It  was 
well  known  to  the  king  that  the  selection  of  this 
statesman  would  tend  for  the  moment  to  height- 
en the  sharpness  of  the  strife ;  for,  in  the  eyes 
of  his  opponents,  Bismarck  was  the  Hotspur  of 
the  Junker  party — the  fiery  and  energetic  Con- 
servative leader.  Very  few  knew  to  what  a 
statesman  Bismarck  had  ripened  in  Frankfort, 
at  Paris,  and  St.  Petersburg,  where  he  had  stud- 
ied under  a  diplomatist  and  statesman  of  the 
first  rank,  Prince  Gortschakoff.  He  imme- 
diately set  forth  for  Berlin.  With  the  earnest 
devotion  to  his  king  that  had  always  character- 
ized him,  he  placed  himself  at  his  Majesty's  dis- 
posal. He  imposed  no  conditions,  put  forward 
no  programme.  His  only  object  was  to  uphold 
his  beloved  kingdom  of  Prussia  against  the  par- 
liamentary spirit,  and  carry  forward  the  new 
organization  of  the  army,  on  which  the  future 
of  Prussia  and  Germany  depended.  On  arriv- 
ing in  Berlin,  in  September,  1862,  he  found  him- 
self opposed  to  the  party  of  progress,  arrogant 
and  flushed  with  the  prospect  of  victory,  and 
supported  only  by  a  small  party  of  Conserva- 
tives. But  he  entered  upon  office  with  strong 
confidence  in  his  ability  to  bring  about  a  solu- 
tion of  the  crisis.  His  tone  toward  his  oppo- 
nents was  that  of  conciliation.  On  the  29th 
of  September  he  announced  the  withdrawal  of 
the  budget  for  1863,  "because  the  government 
considered  it  their  duty  not  to  allow  the  obsta- 
cles toward  a  settlement  to  increase  in  volume." 
He  then  announced  his  intentions,  his  aims,  as 
clearly  as  he  dared. 

"The  conflict  has  been  too  tragically  understood," 
-he  said,  "and  too  tragically  represented  by  the  press ; 


the  government  sought  no  contest.  If  the  crisis  could 
be  honorably  surmounted,  the  government  would 
gladly  lend  a  hand.  It  was  owing  to  the  great  ob- 
stinacy of  individuals  that  it  was  diflicult  to  govern 
with  the  constitution  in  Prussia.  A  constitutional 
crisis  was  no  disgrace ;  it  was  an  honor.  We  are, 
perhaps,  too  civilized  to  indorse  a  constituti(.)n :  we 
are  too  critical.  Public  opinion  changed :  the  press 
was  not  public  opinion  ;  it  was  well  known  how  the 
press  was  upheld.  The  Deputies  had  the  task  of  de- 
termining its  opinions,  and  to  stand  above  it.  Ger- 
many does  not  contemplate  the  liberalism  of  Prussia, 
but  her  power.  Bavaria,  Wiirtemberg,  and  Baden 
might  indulge  liberalism ;  but  they  are  not  therefore 
called  upon  to  play  the  part  of  Prussia.  Prussia  must 
hold  her  power  together  for  the  favorable  opportunity 
which  has  already  been  sometimes  neglected :  the 
frontiers  of  Prussia  were  not  favorable  to  a  good  state 
constitution.  The  great  questions  of  the  day  were  not 
to  he  decided  by  speeches  and  majorities — this  had  been 
the  error  of  1848  and  1S49 — but  by  iron  and  blood  I" 

When  the  Chamber  answered  this  step  with 
the  resolutions  of  the  7th  October,  by  which  all 
expenditure  was  declared  unconstitutional  if 
declined  by  the  national  representatives,  Bis- 
marck replied  with  this  declaration  : 

■  "According  to  this  resolution,  the  royal  govern- 
ment can  not  for  the  present  anticipate  any  result 
from  the  continuance  of  its  attempts  to  arrive  at  a 
settlement,  but  rather  expect  from  any  renewal  of  the 
negotiation  a  heightening  of  party  differences,  which 
would  render  any  understanding  in  the  future  more 
difficult." 

On  the  13th  of  October  the  session  of  the 
Diet  was  closed,  and  on  this  occasion  Bismarck 
again  took  an  opportunity  of  expressing  his 
views  on  his  position.    He  said  ; 

"The  government  is  perfectly  aware  of  the  re- 
sponsibility which  has  arisen  from  this  lamentable 
crisis ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  also  observant  of 
the  duties  it  owes  to  the  country,  and  in  this  finds  it- 
self strengthened  to  press  for  the  supplies— until  the 
state  is  settled— necessary  for  existing  state  institu- 
tions and  the  furtherance  of  the  common  weal,  be- 
ing assured  that,  at  the  proper  time,  they  will  receive 
the  subsequent  sanction  of  the  Diet." 

To  meet  the  crisis  he  had  thus  provoked, 
Bismarck  invented  the  ingenious  theory  that  if 
the  government  and  the  legislature  could  not 
agree  on  the  budget,  the  last  budget  voted 
Avould  remain  in  force  until  harmony  was  re- 
stored ;  and  in  this  position  he  had  the  appar- 
ent support  of  the  Prussian  constitution,  which, 
while  it  granted  to  the  legislature  the  right  of 
voting  the  supplies  and  imposing  new  taxes,  ex- 
pressly declared  that  the  existing  taxes  should 
continue  to  be  levied.  He  therefore  now  de- 
clared that  he  was  going  to  govern  without  a 
new  budget,  and  hoped  sincerely  that  the  pop- 
ular passion  and  excitement  would  subside,  and 
harmony  be  re-established  between  the  legisla- 
ture and  the  crown.  With  characteristic  hau- 
teur he  announced  his  purpose  to  disregard 
"public  clamor;"  and  as  long  as  he  was  able 
to  carry  on  the  government  without  new  taxes 
or  loans  he  was  practically  independent  of  the 
legislature. 

Bismarck's  first  labors  as  Premier  were  di- 
rected to  the  solution  of  the  problem  presented 
by  the  critical  relations  of  Austria  and  Prussia. 
Prussia  had  asserted  her  right  to  form  a  closer 
political  union  within  the  pale  of  the  German 
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Confederation.  Austria,  and  the  middle  states 
under  her  influence,  had  protested  against  this 
pretension  ;  and  the  Prussian  ministry  had  tak- 
en its  revenge  by  recognizing  the  kingdom  of 
Italy,  and  signing  a  commercial  treaty  with 
France  which  interfered  with  many  of  the  ad- 
vantages which  Austrian  commerce  with  the 
Zollverein  had  enjoyed.  The  influence  of  the 
Austrian  government  was  sufficient  with  the 
middle  states  to  induce  them  to  decline  the 
treaty,  and  to  press  through  the  Frankfort  Diet 
a  project — against  which  Prussia  protested — 
providing  for  a  popular  representation  by  dele- 
gates of  the  local  legislatures.  Up  to  this  time 
Austria  had  been  recognized  as  holding  the 
leading  position  in  the  Confederation.  Bis- 
marck at  once  decided  that  this  pretension  must 
be  given  up,  and  Prussia  accorded  her  proper 
place  as  an  equal. 

He  immediately  opened  negotiations  with 
Count  Karolyi,  the  Austrian  minister  at  Berlin, 
and  informed  him,  in  the  latter  part  of  1862, 
that  the  relations  between  Prussia  and  Austria 
must  unavoidably  change  for  the  better  or  the 
worse.  It  was  the  sincere  wish  of  his  govern- 
ment, he  stated,  that  the  former  alternative 
should  prevail ;  but  unless  the  imperial  cab- 
inet evinced  a  conciliatory  spirit  it  would  be 
necessary  for  Prussia  to  contemplate  the  other 
alternative,  and  prepare  for  it  accordingly.  He 
reminded  Count  Karolyi  that,  previous  to  the 
events  of  1848,  a  tacit  understanding  existed 
between  the  two  powers,  by  virtue  of  which 
Austria  was  assured  the  support  of  Prussia  on 
European  questions,  and  Prussia  was  allowed 
to  exercise  an  influence  in  Germany  unfettered 
by  Austrian  opposition — an  arrangement  which 
had  secured  for  the  Confederation  domestic 
concord  and  peace  with  foreign  nations ;  but 
that,  on  the  reconstitution  of  the  Frankfort 
Diet,  Prussia  had  met  with  constant  opposition, 
instigated  from  Vienna,  in  the  very  states  with 
which,  by  her  geographical  position,  she  was 
interested  in  maintaining  friendly  relations. 
He  represented  to  the  count  that,  while  Austria 
might  by  this  policy  win  the  sympathies  of  those 
states,  she  would  estrange  herself  from  Prussia 
to  the  detriment  of  their  common  interests. 
Count  Karolyi,  in  reply,  stated  that  Austria 
could  not  renounce  her  traditional  policy ;  but 
flattered  himself  that,  in  the  event  of  any  war 
dangerous  to  Austria,  the  two  greater  powers 
would,  under  any  circumstances,  be  found  to- 
gether again  as  allies.  Bismarck  assured  him 
that  this  was  a  dangerous  assumption ;  and 
pointed  out  that,  in  the  last  Italian  war,  the  alli- 
ance had  not  been  so  valuable  to  Austria  as  it 
might  have  been  if  the  two  powers  had  not, 
during  the  preceding  eight  years,  contended 
with  each  other  in  the  field  of  German  politics, 
and  so  undermined  mutual  confidence.  He 
pointed  to  the  fact  that  Prussia  had  not  sought 
to  take  advantage  of  Austria's  difficulties,  but 
had  armed  to  assist  her  in  case  of  need,  as  an 
illustration  of  the  advantages  arising  from  the 
former  more  intimate  relations,  as  well  as  to 


point  the  explicit  avowal  that,  should  those  re- 
lations not  be  renewed,  Prussia,  under  similar 
circumstances,  would  not  be  debarred  from 
contracting  an  alliance  with  an  antagonist  of 
Austria.  In  a  second  conversation  with  Count 
Karolyi  the  same  views  were  urgently  pressed 
upon  his  attention ;  and  he  was  informed  that 
if  Austria  insisted  upon  her  policy  at  Frankfort, 
Prussia  would  withdraw  from  the  confederacy. 
Bismarck  even  went  further  than  this,  and  sug- 
gested that  Austria  should  herself  withdraw 
from  the  confederacy,  as  a  German  power,  and 
transfer  her  capital  to  Pesth.  This  proposal 
met  with  an  indignant  response,  and  for  the 
present  the  negotiation  was  closed. 

The  year  1863  was  signahzed  by  a  conven- 
tion in  which  Prussia  and  Russia  united  for 
the  suppression  of  the  Polish  insurrection.  The 
convention  stipulated  that,  disturbances  having 
broken  out  in  the  kingdom  of  Poland  which 
might  endanger  property  and  tranquillity  in 
the  frontier  provinces  of  Prussia,  the  troops 
of  either  of  the  two  governments  should  be 
permitted,  on  the  requisition  of  the  military 
authorities  of  the  other,  to  cross  the  frontier, 
and  in  case  of  necessity  to  pursue  insurgents 
into  the  territory  of  the  other.  This  conven- 
tion roused  great  indignation  throughout  Eu- 
rope, and  provoked  sharp  opposition  in  the 
Prussian  Chambers.  Bismarck  was  forced  into 
explanations,  and  at  length  informed  the  En- 
glish minister  at  Berlin  that  the  necessary  in- 
structions to  carry  the  convention  into  effect 
had  never  been  drawn  up,  and  that  it  might, 
therefore,  be  regarded  as  a  dead  letter.  The 
conflict  in  the  Prussian  Chambers  was  very  bit- 
ter. The  king  had  not  opened  the  session  in 
person,  and  the  speech  from  the  throne  held 
out  no  prospect  of  conciliation.  The  Cham- 
bers prepared  a  reply,  in  which  they  accused 
the  ministry  of  violating  the  constitution,  by 
governing  without  a  budget.  They  were  treated 
with  arrogant  contempt ;  Bismarck  declaring, 
in  the  course  of  the  debate,  that  "  Constitution- 
al conflicts  may  be  decided  in  other  countries 
by  a  change  of  the  ministry,  but  this  is  not  the 
custom  in  Prussia.  With  us,  if  two  political 
bodies,  which  can  not  go  to  law,  are  unable  to 
agree,  circumstances  decide  which  of  the  two 
is  the  strongest."  This  announcement  was  re- 
ceived with  indignation.  But  the  king  refused 
to  receive  the  address  in  person,  and  rebuked 
the  Chambers  for  their  audacity  in  presenting 
it.  Through  the  whole  of  the  debates  on  the  ad- 
dress and  on  the  convention  with  Russia,  Bis- 
marck treated  the  Chambers  with  insufferable 
arrogance.  He  haughtily  declared  that  when 
the  government  deemed  it  necessary  to  make 
war,  it  would  do  so,  with  or  without  the  consent 
of  the  Chambers.  To  show  his  contempt  for 
them  he  left  the  House  during  the  speech  of  a 
member  of  the  opposition,  re-entering  to  say 
that  he  could  hear  perfectly  well  in  the  adjoin- 
ing apartment.  He  asserted  that  the  ministers 
were  not  subject  to  the  standing  rules  of  the 
House,  and  announced  that  they  would  not  at- 
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tend  the  debates  unless  this 
pretension  were  allowed.  The 
session  was  at  length  closed 
by  an  ungracious  royal  mes- 
sage, and  for  a  while  Bis- 
marck was  the  most  unpopu- 
lar statesman  in  Germany. 

The  war  against  Denmark 
— which  was  at  once  an  ex- 
periment on  the  newly  reor- 
ganized army  and  the  needle- 
gun,  and  had  roused  the  war- 
like spirit  of  Prussia — tended 
to  restore  his  popularity  with 
the  masses,  who  are  always 
dazzled  with  military  success; 
and  the  king  showed  his  own 
estimate  of  the  services  ren- 
dered by  the  minister  by  be- 
stowing upon  him  the  Order 
of  the  Black  Eagle — the  high- 
est mark  of  honor  in  his  gift. 
In  1865  he  was  made  a  Prus- 
sian count. 

It  would  require  too  much 
space  to  trace  minutely  the  history  of  the  polit- 
ical intrigues  that  brought  on  the  war  of  1866 
between  Prussia  and  Austria.  It  was  unques- 
tionably the  work  of  Bismarck  alone.  By  every 
art  known  to  diplomacy,  he  fomented  the  quar- 
rel between  the  two  powers.  He  intrigued  with 
France  and  Italy.  He  prevented  a  reconcilia- 
tion between  the  emperor  of  Austria  and  the 
king  of  Prussia.  He  determined  upon  the  an- 
nexation of  the  Elbe  duchies  to  Prussia,  with 
or  without  the  consent  of  Austria.  At  the  same 
time  he  labored  assiduously  to  detach  from  her 
the  minor  German  states.  In  the  summer  of 
1865  he  declared  to  the  Prime  Minister  of  the 
king  of  Bavaria  that  "  in  his  firm  opinion  war 
between  Prussia  and  Austria  was  very  likely, 
and  close  at  hand.  It  was  a  question,  as  the 
matter  appeared  to  him,  of  a  duel  between  Aus- 
tria and  Prussia  only.  The  rest  of  Germany 
might  stand  by  and  contemplate  this  duel  as 
passive  spectators.  Prussia  had  never  contem- 
plated, and  even  now  did  not  think  of  extending 
its  power  beyond  the  line  of  the  Maine.  The 
settlement  of  the  controversy  would  not  long 
have  to  be  awaited.  One  blow — one  pitched 
battle — and  Prussia  would  be  in  the  position  to 
dictate  conditions."  He  flattered  Bavaria  with 
the  idea  that  she  was  natural  heir  of  Austria's 
position  in  Southern  Germany.  A  little  later 
he  concluded  the  treaty  of  Gastein  with  Austria, 
which,  while  pretending  to  settle  the  relations 
of  the  two  powers  in  Schleswig  and  Holstein, 
was  really  designed  by  Bismarck  to  keep  the 
quarrel  open. 

Before  the  end  of  the  year,  he  knew  that  his 
efforts  would  be  crowned  with  success.  Aus- 
tria, determined  not  to  surrender  her  traditional 
policy,  prepared  for  the  war  which  was  believed 
to  be  inevitable.  Prussia  was  ready  for  the  field 
at  a  moment's  warning.  She  was  secure  of  an 
ally  in  Italy.    The  inability  of  France  to  take 
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the  field  was  no  secret  to  Bismarck.  Almost 
the  only  barrier  to  war  was  the  king  of  Prussia, 
who  would  have  been  only  too  glad  to  make  up 
the  dispute  on  terms  that  would  secure  the  equal- 
ity of  the  two  powers  in  directing  the  affairs  of 
the  Confedcrfltion.  Had  Austria  been  wiser 
and  less  arrogant,  she  might  have  secured  a 
peaceful  termination  of  the  contest. 

The  7th  of  May,  1866,  was  an  eventful  day 
for  Count  Bismarck.  As  he  was  walking  home, 
about  five  in  the  afternoon,  after  a  short  inter- 
view with  the  king,  he  was  twice  fired  upon  by 
the  misguided  enthusiast  Blind.  With  great 
presence  of  mind  the  count  turned  and  seized 
his  assailant  by  the  throat.  Blind  contrived  to 
fire  two  more  shots,  one  of  which  took  eflPect, 
without  inflicting  a  serious  wound.  The  assas- 
sin was  handed  over  to  the  military  authorities, 
and  Bismarck  walked  home  as  if  nothing  had 
occurred.  The  news  of  the  event  spread  like 
wild-fire  through  the  city.  The  king,  the  royal 
princes,  many  of  the  civil  and  military  authori- 
ties, as  well  as  private  citizens,  went  to  his  house 
to  congratulate  him  on  his  escape.  Blind  com- 
mitted suicide  before  trial  could  be  had,  and  it 
was  never  known  whether  his  crime  was  that  of 
a  misguided  enthusiast  alone,  or  whether  it  was 
that  of  a  conspiracy.  Popular  belief  connected 
the  attempt  with  Austrian  intrigue,  but  without 
the  slightest  ground,  and  ascribed  the  minister's 
escape  to  the  direct  intei  position  of  Providence. 

All  this  time  Austria  was  her  own  worst  ene- 
my. The  neutral  powers  —  England,  France, 
and  Russia — exerted  themselves  to  prevent  war. 
The  Paris  conference  was  proposed,  with  the 
view  to  a  pacific  settlement.  The  invitation 
was  accepted  by  Austria  with  the  absurd  condi- 
tion that  every  project  of  solution  should  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  deliberations  by  which  any  of 
the  parties  represented  should  derive  territorial 
aggrandizement — thus  depriving  Italy  of  e\ery 
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inducement  to  enter  the  conference.  The  proj- 
ect thus  came  to  nothing ;  and  Austria,  fancy- 
ing she  had  won  the  vantage-ground,  thought 
the  proper  moment  had  arrived  to  exhibit  lier 
strength  in  the  Frankfort  Diet.  She  introduced 
Ihe  subject  of  the  duchies  there,  and  called 
upon  the  other  slates  to  assist  her  in  maintaining 
her  rights.  Bismarck  immediately  announced 
that  he  should  consider  the  passing  of  this  mo- 
tion a  casus  belli,  and  open  hostilities  without 
delay.    The  warning  was  unheeded. 

Bismarck  was  overjoyed.  The  moment  he 
had  long  waited  and  worked  for  had  at  last  ar- 
rived. The  last  scruples  of  the  king  were  over- 
come. There  was  no  longer  a  trace  of  hesita- 
tion in  the  court.  Bismarck  held  frequent  con- 
sultations with  General  Moltke,  General  Roon, 
and  others  ;  and  on  the  15th  of  June  orders 
were  sent  by  telegraph  to  set  the  Prussian  col- 
umns in  motion.  A  few  days  later,  on  the  29th 
of  June,  the  first  news  of  victory  arrived.  As 
if  by  enchantment,  the  whole  of  Berlin  was 
dressed  in  black  and  white  flags ;  in  every  street 
resounded,  "/c^  bin  ein  Preusse;  kennt  Uir  meine 
Fa/-^/e/i.^"— "I  ama 
Prussian ;  do  you 
know  my  colors  ?" 
In  thousands  the 
multitude  pressed  to 
the  palace  of  the 
king,  who  greeted 
the  people  from  the 
window,  while  the 
news  of  victory  was 
read  from  the  balco- 
ny. There  was  no 
end  to  the  popular 
enthusiasm.  Dur- 
ing this  scene  a 
heavy  peal  of  thun- 
der reverberated 
over  the  capital,  a 
flash  of  lightning 
illuminated  the 
streets,  and  Bis- 
marck exclaimed, 
from  beside  the 
king,  "The  heav- 
ens fire  a  salute !" 

The  next  day  Bis- 
n)arck  left  Berlin  in 
the  suit  of  the  king, 
with  Generals  Von 
Roon  and  Von  Molt- 
ke, and  proceeded  to 
the  scene  of  hostili- 
ties. Through  the 
whole  of  the  seven 
days'  campaign,  in 
which  the  military 
power  of  Austria 
was  broken  dov/n, 
Bismarck  accompa- 
nied the  king,  Avho 
fearlessly  sought  the 
front  in  every  battle. 


At  Sadowa  his  Majesty  rode  forward  so  rashly 
that  Bismarck  ventured  to  expostulate  with  him. 
"As  a  major  of  the  Landwehr,"  he  said,  "I 
have  no  right  to  counsel  your  Majesty  on  the 
battle-field  ;  but  as  Prime  Minister  it  is  my  duty 
to  beg  your  Majesty  not  to  seek  danger. "  With 
a  pleasant  smile,  the  king  replied  :  "  How  can  I 
ride  away  while  my  army  is  under  fire  ?" 

The  decisive  victory  at  Sadowa  was  soon  fol- 
lowed by  negotiations,  commenced  at  tlie  his- 
torical castle  of  Nicolsburg,  where  Napoleon  I. 
rested  for  a  time  after  the  battle  of  Austerlitz, 
and  concluded  soon  afterward  at  Prague.  This 
was  a  great  victory  for  Bismarck,  but  a  still 
greater  Avas  at  hand. 

In  the  midst  of  the  rejoicings  in  Prussia  came 
the  French  demand  for  territorial  compensa- 
tions. From  an  interesting  essay  by  M.  Vil- 
bort,  published  in  the  Revue  Moderne  of  Paris, 
under  the  title  of  "Germany  since  Sadowa," 
we  take  the  following  interesting  account  of  an 
interview  with  Bismarck  at  that  time  : 

"On  the  7th  of  August,"  says  M.  Vilbort,  "we  took 
our  leave  of  M.  De  B'smarck,  from  whom  we  had  re- 
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ceived,  before,  during,  and  after  the  war,  a  consist- 
ently kind  reception,  for  which  we  are  bound  to  ex- 
press our  liveliest  acknowledgments.  About  ten  p.m. 
we  were  in  the  study  of  the  Premier,  when  M.  Bene- 
dette,  the  French  embassador,  was  announced.  'Will 
you  take  a  cup  of  tea  in  the  salon  ?'  M.  De  Bismarck 
said  to  me.  '  I  will  be  yours  in  a  moment.'  Two 
hours  passed  away ;  midnight  struck ;  one  o'clock. 
Some  twenty  persons,  his  family  and  intimate  friends, 
awaited  their  host.  At  last  he  appeared,  with  a  cheer- 
ful face  and  a  smile  upon  his  lips.  Tea  was  taken ; 
there  was  smoking  and  beer,  in  German  fashion.  Con- 
versation turned,  pleasantly  or  seriously,  on  Germany, 
Italy,  and  France.  Rumors  of  a  war  with  France  were 
then  current  for  the  tenth  time  in  Berlin.  At  the  mo- 
ment of  my  departure  I  said :  '  M.  le  Ministre,  will  you 
pardon  me  a  very  indiscreet  question  ?  Do  I  take  war 
or  peace  with  me  back  to  Paris  ?'  M.  De  Bismarck  re- 
plied, with  animation  :  '  Friendship,  a  lasting  friend- 
ship with  France  !  I  entertain  the  firmest  hope  that 
France  and  Prussia,  in  the  future,  will  represent  the 
dualism  of  intelligence  and  progress.'  Nevertheless, 
it  seemed  to  us  that  at  these  words  we  surprised  a 
singular  smile  on  the  lips  of  a  man  who  is  destined 
to  play  a  distinguished  part  in  Prussian  politics,  the 

Privy  Councilor  Baron  Von  .   We  visited  him  the 

next  morning,  and  admitted  to  him  how  much  reflec- 
tion this  smile  had  caused  us.  'You  leave  for  France 
to-night,'  he  replied;  'well,  give  me  your  word  of 
honor  to  preserve  the  secret  I  am  about  to  confide  to 
you  until  you  reach  Paris.  Ere  a  fortnight  is  past  ive 
shall  have  war  on  the  Rhine,  if  France  i7isists  xqwn  her 
territorial  demands.  She  asks  of  us  what  we  neither 
will  nor  can  give.  Prussia  will  not  cede  an  inch  of 
German  soil;  we  can  not  do  so  without  raising  the 
whole  of  Germany  against  us,  and,  if  it  be  necessary, 
let  it  rise  against  France  rather  than  ourselves.'  This 
step  of  the  cabinet  of  the  Tuileries,  especially  impol- 
itic and  unskillful  at  such  a  moment,  served  M.  De 
Bismarck,  on  the  other  hand,  in  all  his  German  un- 
dertakings. He  found  in  it  an  irresistible  argument 
to  prove  the  necessity  of  great  armaments  against 
France,  while,  at  the  same,  his  refusal  to  give  up  the 
smallest  portion  of  German  territory  elevated  the  dig- 
nity of  Prussia  in  the  eyes  of  all  patriots ;  nor  did  it 
benefit  the  minister  less,  who  thus  upheld  the  na- 
tional standard  high  and  firmly  in  the  sight  of  the 
foreigner.  Thus  it  happened  that,  after  half  a  cen- 
tury, the  Napoleonistic  policy  for  the  second  time  di- 
vided two  great  nations,  who,  by  their  intellectual, 
moral,  and  material  development,  by  all  their  inter- 
ests and  aspirations,  are  destined  to  foi"m  a  fraternal 
alliance,  and  thus  insure  the  freedom  and  peace  of 
Europe  on  an  irrefragable  basis." 

In  no  other  transaction  of  his  long  career  has 
Bismarck  displayed  more  tact  than  in  the  nego- 
tiations that  led  to  the  neutralization  of  Luxem- 
burg. He  had  a  difficult  part  to  play,  and  ac- 
quitted himself  with  high  honor. 

In  June  of  the  following  year  he  accompanied 
the  king  to  Paris,  and  from  that  city  retired  for 
a  few  weeks  to  Varzin,  an  estate  which  he  had 
purchased  in  Farther  Pomerania.  From  Novem- 
ber, 1867,  to  the  following  spring,  he  attended 
the  sessions  of  the  Diet.  But  his  health,  un- 
dermined by  severe  labor,  at  length  gave  way, 
and  for  months  he  was  compelled  to  remain  in 
complete  seclusion  at  Varzin.  The  natural  vig- 
or of  his  constitution  carried  him  through  the 
crisis,  and  before  the  end  of  the  year  he  was 
again  at  his  post. 

As  a  parliamentary  speaker,  Count  Bismarck 
commands  attention  by  the  weight  of  his 
thoughts  and  the  importance  which  his  position 
gives  to  every  thing  that  falls  from  his  lips. 
His  voice,  though  clear  and  audible,  is  dry, 
hard,  and  unsympathetic;  and  his  manner,  loll- 


ing and  negligent,  seems  to  express  the  thor- 
ough contempt  he  is  known  to  entertain  for 
parliamentary  forms.  When  addressing  the 
Chambers  he  usually  stands  in  a  leaning  atti- 
tude, twirling  a  pen  in  one  hand,  and  occasion- 
ally glancing  at  the  papers  on  his  desk,  and 
speaks  without  gestures  in  a  halting,  monoto- 
nous tone,  often  repeating  himself,  as  if  forget- 
ting what  he  has  just  uttered,  and  frequently 
stammering  in  a  painful  manner.  One  who 
has  often  listened  to  him  says :  "  He  appears 
to  struggle  with  his  thoughts,  and  the  words 
clamber  over  his  lips  in  a  half-reluctant  Avay. 
After  two  or  three  words  he  continually  pauses, 
and  one  seems  to  hear  an  inarticulate  sob." 
But,  when  roused,  he  sometimes  closes  with  a 
well-delivered  and  vigorous  peroration.  Upon 
occasions  he  can  be  terribly  bitter  and  scornful, 
but  he  never  warms  into  eloquence. 

We  have  purposely  refrained,  in  this  sketch 
of  Count  Bismarck's  life,  from  going  into  a  de- 
tailed history  of  the  political  events  connected 
with  his  career,  with  which  most  readers  are  al- 
ready familiar  ;  and  have  endeavored  to  present 
such  a  picture  of  the  man,  his  antecedents  and 
personal  character,  as  might  give  the  key  to  his 
attitude  toward  the  people  of  Prussia  and  the 
governments  of  the  other  German  states.  In 
private  life  he  is  one  of  the  most  pleasant  of 
men,  genial,  witty,  and  inclined  to  social  famil- 
iarity. His  conversation  is  sparkling,  and  few 
men  tell  an  anecdote  with  better  effect.  His 
fondness  for  female  society  has  given  rise  to 
several  piquant  stories  at  his  expense ;  and 
so  much  scandal  was  occasioned  recently  by  a 
photograph  in  which  he  and  a  noted  female 
singer  were  represented  together,  that  he  felt 
compelled  to  explain  the  circumstance  in  a 
letter  which  was  published  in  the  German 
newspapers.  But  since  the  days  of  his  youth- 
ful follies,  when  he  was  known  as  "Mad  Bis- 
marck," his  private  life  has  been  without  re- 
proach. As  a  statesman  his  career  is  open  to 
the  severest  criticism.  Arbitrary,  self-willed, 
imperious,  impatient  of  opposition,  and  un- 
scrupulous in  the  use  of  means  to  attain  his 
ends,  he  governs  with  the  strong  hand  of  abso- 
lute power,  and  crushes  out  every  attempt  to 
assert  the  political  freedom  of  the  individual  or 
the  masses.  His  political  ideas  are  those  of  a 
born  feudalist.  Connected  by  family,  by  tradi- 
tion, by  education,  and  by  early  prepossessions 
Avith  the  aristocracy  of  Prussia,  he  has  never 
sympathized  with  modern  ideas  of  popular 
rights.  To  him  they  appear  monstrous  and 
subversive  of  law  and  order.  He  believes 
firmly  in  the  absolute  right  of  the  king  to 
rule  alone,  and  regards  every  check  upon  the 
royal  will  as  an  infringement  of  divine  prerog- 
atives and  a  step  toward  social  anarchy.  This 
explains  his  contemptuous  and  arbitrary  treat- 
ment of  the  representatives  of  the  people  in  the 
Prussian  Chambers,  and  his  arrogant  assump- 
tion of  the  right  to  carry  out  his  royal  master's 
policy  without  their  consent  and  in  face  of  their 
opposition.    It  serves  to  explain,  also,  his  at- 
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titude  toward  other  German  states.  He  saw- 
that  every  where  in  Germany  except  Prussia 
liberal  ideas  Avere  making  headway,  and  that 
the  military  organization  of  that  state  alone  of- 
fered an  effectual  barrier  to  their  progress  and 
ultimate  triumph.  He  regards  the  throne  and 
the  army  as  the  only  true  foundations  of  a  state. 
He  will  make  use  of  public  opinion,  when  it 
agrees  with  his  own,  to  further  his  own  de- 
signs, but  will  neither  follow  it  nor  allow  it 
to  govern  him.  From  the  emperor  of  France 
he  learned  how  to  cheat  the  people  with  the 
semblance  of  liberty  and  self-government,  and 
to  make  universal  suffrage  the  ignorant  and 
servile  agent  of  absolutism. 

Thus  far  his  career  has  been  a  successful  one. 
He  has  excluded  Austria  from  participation  in 
German  affairs,  added  a  vast  extent  of  territory 
to  the  domains  of  his  royal  master,  and  placed 
the  kingdom  of  Prussia  in  the  front  rank  of  Eu- 
ropean nations.  But  all  this  has  been  accom- 
plished by  the  suppression  of  liberty,  by  the 
overthrow  of  rulers  whose  "divine  right"  was 
quite  as  valid  as  that  of  William  of  Prussia, 
and  the  absorption  of  states  whose  people  en- 
tertain an  hereditary  and  unconquerable  hatred 
of  the  Prussians  and  their  government.  His 
position  at  home  is,  therefore,  far  from  assured, 
while  the  attitude  of  the  southern  states  is  one 


of  smothered  hostility.  With  the  exception  of 
Baden,  these  states  sympathize  with  Austria, 
whom  they  regard  as  their  natural  head,  and 
look  with  jealousy  upon  Prussia's  doctrine  of 
her  own  manifest  destiny  to  absorb  and  govern 
the  whole  of  Germany. 

While,  therefore,  13ismarck  has  shown  him- 
self to  be  a  master  in  the  art  of  political  in- 
trigue and  diplomacy,  he  can  not  be  regarded 
as  a  wise  and  far-seeing  statesman.  Ignoring 
the  present  as  well  as  the  future,  he  builds  upon 
ideas  which  half  the  world  rejects  and  the  other 
half  is  rapidly  outgrowing.  The  policy  of  re- 
pression belongs  to  an  age  that  has  passed  away. 
It  must  die  with  the  firm  will,  the  powerful  in- 
tellect, that  has  imposed  it  upon  the  nation.  It 
may  not  last  even  so  long.  Should  no  violent 
changes  occur  in  Europe  to  disturb  existing  re- 
lations between  the  several  governments,  his 
policy  is  likel}'^  to  hold  its  own  against  domes- 
tic and  foreign  enemies.  But  should  such 
changes  occur,  and  they  are  not  improbable, 
or  should  the  master  mind  wliich  now  over- 
awes twenty-five  millions  of  peoj)le,  and  rules 
them  from  within  the  shadow  of  a  royal  figure- 
head, be  withdrawn,  the  bulwarks  he  has  built 
about  the  throne  will  be  swept  away  by  the  waves 
of  another  revolution,  and  of  the  strong  fortress 
of  oppression  nothing  but  ruins  will  remain. 
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IN  Italy,  where  the  production  of  silk  is  one 
of  the  principal  sources  of  national  wealth, 
the  art  of  rearing  silk-worms  has  been  so  devel- 
oped and  improved  by  culture  and  experiment 
that  it  is  now  considered  as  having  reached  a 
point  of  scientific,  if  not  of  practical,  perfection. 
This  branch  of  rural  economy,  in  view  of  the 
inconsiderable  expenditure  of  time,  capital,  and 
skill  recpiired,  is  doubtless  one  of  the  most  prof- 
itable, where  the  climate  is  propitious,  to  which 
the  agriculturist  can  devote  his  attention.  The 
time  from  the  hatching  of  the  eggs  to  the  mar- 
keting of  the  cocoons  ordinarily  occupies  from 
five  to  six  weeks.  The  labor  is  light,  and  may 
be  performed  for  the  most  part  by  women  and 
children,  while  a  vacant  room  or  two  in  a  dwell- 
ing or  outhouse  will  answer  temporarily  the  pur- 
poses of  a  well-appointed  cocoonery.  To  these 
is  to  be  added  the  consideration  that  the  mul- 
berry-trees, being  carefully  pollarded,  and  usu- 
ally stripped  of  their  leaves  during  the  month 
of  June  and  a  part  of  July,  interfere  but  very 
little  Avith  the  cultivation  of  other  crops  at  the 
same  time. 


In  the  silk-producing  districts  of  Italy,  be- 
side the  large  cocooneries,  almost  every  peas- 
ant sets  apart,  during  the  season,  every  square 
foot  of  unoccupied  space  in  his  little  cottage  for 
the  rearing  of  silk-worms,  while  Italian  ladies 
of  wealth  and  position  not  unfrequently  raise  a 
hundred  thousand  or  so  for  pastime  and  pin- 
money. 

The  silk-worm,  though  delicate  and  very 
sensitive  to  sudden  changes  of  temperature,  is 
capable  of  adapting  itself  to  difierences  of  cli- 
mate, within  certain  limits ;  while  the  white 
mulberry,  which  is  the  most  approved  vai'iety 
for  feeding  it,  though  a  native  of  China,  has 
been  naturalized  in  various  parts  of  Central  and 
Southern  Europe,  and  will  grow  in  the  United 
States  between  the  thirty-second  and  forty-third 
parallels  of  latitude.  The  red  mulberry,  which 
may,  in  the  feeding  of  silk-worms,  be  substi- 
tuted for  the  white,  is  a  native  of  America,  and 
there  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  the  climate  of 
various  portions  of  the  United  States,  particu- 
larly that  of  California,  is  admirably  adapted  to 
the  successful  culture  of  silk. 
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These  considerations,  taken  in  connection 
with  the  fact  that  the  attention  of  agricultur- 
ists, particularly  upon  the  Pacific  coast,  is  being 
more  recently  directed  to  this  subject,  have  sug- 
gested the  idea  that  perhaps  some  account  of  its 
history  and  development,  its  introduction  into 
Europe,  and  especially  into  Italy,  together  with 
the  most  approved  methods  of  Italian  culture, 
may  not  prove  untimely,  and  possibly  may  be 
the  means  of  stimulating  a  most  interesting  and 
profitable  branch  of  rural  industry. 

The  silk-worm,  or  Bomhyx  mori  of  naturalists, 
is  generally  supposed  to  be  a  native  of  China. 
According  to  Chinese  annals  the  discovery  of 
the  art  of  utilizing  its  products  is  attributed  to 
Si-ling-shi,  wafe  of  the  emperor  Hoang-ti,  more 
than  twenty  centuries  before  the  Christian  era. 
The  empress,  it  appears,  not  only  instructed  the 
ladies  of  the  court  in  the  culture  of  the  silk- 
worm, but  also  in  the  spinning  and  weaving  of 
silk,  the  knowledge  of  which  industry,  thus  en- 
nobled by  royal  example,  gradually  diffused  it- 
self throughout  the  Chinese  empire.  Upon  this 
point,  however,  writers  disagree.  In  the  intro- 
duction to  the  History  of  Hindostan,  or  rather 
of  the  Mohammedan  Dynasties,  by  Mohammed 
Cassim,  it  is  stated  that  in  the  year  3870  B.C. 
an  Indian  king  sent  various  silk  stuffs  as  a  pres- 
ent to  the  king  of  Persia,  a  statement  that  is 
rendered  the  less  improbable  from  the  fact  that 
at  the  present  day  silk-worms  are  found  in  many 
of  the  provinces  of  India  in  their  native  state, 
where  they  pass  through  their  various  trans- 
formations and  spin  the  cocoons  upon  the  mul- 
berry-trees in  the  open  air. 

But,  whether  originating  in  China  or  India, 
it  is  certain  that  this  industry  w^as  introduced 
into  Persia  and  other  portions  of  Asia  at  a  very 
early  period.  The  Phoenicians  were  the  first 
who  imported  silk  stuffs  from  India  to  the  va- 
rious ports  of  Syria,  by  whom  they  were  sold  to 
the  Greek  and  Roman  merchants,  and  thus  in- 
troduced into  Europe.  Silks  were  first  im- 
ported into  Rome  about  the  time  of  the  down- 


fall of  the  republic,  when  they  sold,  it  is  said,  for 
their  weight  in  gold,  and  the  fact  that  Helio- 
gabalus  had  a  garment  made  wholly  of  silk  is 
cited  as  a  most  striking  instance  of  his  wanton 
extravagance. 

It  is  related  by  Muratori,  in  his  "  Annali  d'lta- 
lia,"  that  during  the  war  between  Justinian  and 
the  Persians  the  emperor  prohibited  the  impor- 
tation of  silks  from  Persia,  because  at  that  time 
such  merchandise,  being  very  costly,  carried 
out  of  the  empire  vast  sums  of  gold,  to  the 
great  profit  of  the  Persians,  who  imported  it 
from  India  and  sold  it  to  European  merchants 
at  enormous  prices.  This  edict  was  the  occa- 
sion of  some  monks,  just  returned  from  India, 
proposing  to  introduce  the  culture  of  the  silk- 
worm into  Europe.  They  described  the  process 
to  the  emperor,  who  manifested  much  surprise, 
and  encouraged  them  with  promises  of  great 
reward  to  undertake  the  difficult  enterprise. 
These  monks,  having  concealed  the  eggs  in  hol- 
low canes  so  as  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  the 
Asiatics  against  exportation,  returned  from  In- 
dia to  Constantinople  with  their  precious  booty, 
and  undertook  the  propagation  of  the  silk-worm. 
The  experiment  was  so  successful  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Constantinople  and  throughout  Greece, 
where  the  existence  of  the  black  and  white  mul- 
berry rendered  its  acclimation  comparatively 
easy,  that  toward  the  middle  of  the  eighth  cen- 
tury the  importation  of  silks  from  India  ceased 
altogether. 

The  seed  was  first  introduced  into  Sicily 
during  the  time  of  the  Crusades,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  twelfth  century.  ^From  thence  it 
spread  into  Italy,  first  into  Bologna,  Modena, 
and  Lombardy,  and  then  throughout  the  other 
Italian  provinces,  where  it  was  cultivated  M'ith 
such  diligence  and  success  that,  as  early  as  the 
sixteenth  century,  it  became,  as  it  is  now,  one 
of  the  principal  staples  of  a  large  portion  of  the 
peninsula. 

It  appears  that  the  first  silk-worms  w^ere  in- 
troduced into  France  from  Southern  Calabria 
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toward  the  close  of  the  fifteenth  century. 
Though  considerable  attention  was  paid  to 
their  culture,  especially  during  the  reign  of 
Louis  XL,  it  was  attended  with  only  moder- 
ate success.  Fruitless  attempts  were  made  to 
introduce  it  into  Holland,  England,  and  the 
Low  Countries,  on  account  of  the  unpropitious 
character  of  the  climate ;  nor  more  fortunate 
were  those  made  in  Germany,  Saxony,  Switz- 
erland, Denmark,  and  Poland.  The  Arabs 
are  entitled  to  the  credit  of  introducing  it  into 
Spain,  where,  the  climate  being  more  favor- 
able, it  soon  became  a  not  unimportant  branch 
of  industry  and  commerce. 

From  this  it  will  appear  that  the  silk-worm, 
transported  from  its  native  country,  wdiere  it 
propagates  itself,  as  already  intimated,  upon 
the  mulberry-trees  in  the  fields  and  forests, 
found  the  climate  of  Italy  the  best  adapted  to 
its  successful  culture ;  the  soil  being  more  fa- 
vorable than  elsewhere  to  the  growth  of  the 
mulberry — its  leaves  in  southern  latitudes  con- 
taining a  less  proportion  of  water  and  more  of 
the  silk-producing  substance — while  the  regu- 
lar procession  of  the  seasons,  the  gradual  ele- 
vation of  temperature  in  the  spring,  the  favor- 
able topography  of  the  country,  the  patronage 
of  the  nobility,  and  the  fostering  care  of  the 
government,  in  connection  with  the  observa- 
tions and  experiments  of  scientific  men,  were 
among  the  principal  causes  that  produced  in 
Italy  such  favorable  results. 

Like  other  species  of  the  same  genus,  the 
silk-worm  is  oviparous,  and  exists  in  three  dif- 
ferent states — the  larva  or  caterpillar  state,  the 


pupa  or  chrysalis,  and  the  moth  or  butterfly 
state.  These  metamorphoses  take  place  at 
stated  intervals,  and  result  not  only  in  the 
transformation  of  certain  organs,  but  in  the 
substitution  of  others  that  are  entirely  new. 
During  the  larva  or  caterpillar  state  the  ordi- 
nary variety  undergoes  four  mutations  (jnuie)^ 
and  two  in  the  pupa  or  chrysalis  state  while 
dormant  in  the  cocoon.  These  mutations,  or 
moults,  are  considered  by  entomologists  as  so 
many  stages  in  its  development,  and  though  it 
is  more  liable  to  disease  at  such  periods  than 
at  any  other,  they  are  not  to  be  regarded  as 
indicative  of  disease,  but  simply  as  a  natural 
phenomenon  that  is  necessary  to  its  growth 
and  maturity. 

The  common  larva  at  birth  is  about  four 
lines  or  one-third  of  an  inch  in  length.  At 
the  expiration  of  the  fifth  period  it  sometimes 
reaches  forty  lines.  Its  color  for  the  first  ten 
days  is  generally  a  bluish  black,  afterward  a 
bluish  white,  and  when  ready  to  spin  a  semi- 
transparent  yellow,  resembling  the  color  of  a 
perfectly  ripe  white  grape.  It  is  composed  of 
a  succession  of  rings,  covered  with  scattering 
hairs,  with  a  little  fleshy  horn  or  tubercle  on 
the  upper  part  of  the  last  ring.  The  time  oc- 
cupied during  the  larva  state  with  its  several 
mutations  may  be  embraced  within  a  period 
of  thirty  days,  or  mo-j  extend  to  forty-five,  by 
simply  varying  the  temperature  of  the  cocoon- 
ery ten  degrees  Eeaumur  or  twenty-one  Fahr- 
enheit. Taking  the  former  limit  as  the  stand- 
ard, the  first  period  (eta)  embraces  five  days, 
and  then  commences  the  first  moult  (muta), 
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which  continues  one  day.  The  second  period 
occupies  three  days,  followed  by  the  second 
moult,  which  continues  a  little  longer  than  the 
first.  The  third  period,  including  its  moult, 
occupies  five  days,  and  the  fourth  seven. 
When  they  approach  the  dormant  state  (inutd) 
the  indications  are  easily  noted.  The  larva 
generally  remains  fixed  and  motionless,  with 
the  head,  which  appears  swollen,  and  a  portion 
of  the  body  raised  aloft,  becomes  semi-trans- 
parent, eats  nothing,  and  finally  ends  by  cast- 
ing its  skin.  On  the  fifth  day  of  the  fifth  and 
last  period  they  reach  their  maximum  growth, 
then  commence  to  diminish  in  length,  weight, 
and  the  amounts  of  food  consumred,  until  about 
the  eighth  day,  when  they  reach  their  maturi- 
ty, eat  no  longer,  fast  for  thirty-six  hours,  and 
are  then  ready  to  commence  spinning  the  co- 
coons, or  to  go,  as  the  Italians  express  it,  "  al 
bosco. " 

When  ready  to  spin,  they  raise  their  heads 
and  a  portion  of  their  bodies,  moving  them 
about  as  if  in  search  of  something,  until  they 
find  a  favorable  place  for  the  construction  of 
the  cocoon.  This  they  form  by  attaching  the 
slender  silk  filament  at  various  points ;  and 
then,  by  a  rotary  motion  of  the  head  and  up- 
per part  of  the  body,  spinning  the  silky,  gos- 
samer-like thread  around  them  until  they  grad- 
ually disappear  from  view.  The  length  of  this 
thread,  according  to  Count  Dundolo,  a  cele- 
brated bacologist,  is  sometimes  six  hundred  and 
twenty-five  yards.  The  silk-producing  sub- 
stance is  contained  in  cylindrical  sacks,  many 
times  the  length  of  the  worm,  and  is  in  the 
form  of  a  fluid  resembling  Venetian  varnish. 

In  two  or  three  days  the  cocoon  will  be  com- 
pleted, and  the  insect  will  have  undergone  its 
first  metamorphosis,  and  entered  the  nympha 
or  chrysalis  state.  In  eight  days  the  cocoons 
may  be  gathered,  and,  after  the  destruction  of 
the  chrysalis  by  the  application  of  heat,  are 
ready  for  market.  The  chrysalis,  when  not 
destroyed,  requires  a  period  of  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  days  before  undergoing  the  second 


metamorphosis,  when  the  moth  makes  its  ap- 
pearance, forcing  its  way  through  the  cocoon, 
breaking  the  slender  filaments  of  silk,  thus 
diminishing,  if  not  destroying,  its  value  for 
commerce.  The  males  first  appear,  and  are 
readily  recognized  ;  they  are  smaller  than  the 
females,  move  about  more  briskly,  keeping  their 
wings  in  a  continual  flutter  without  flying,  at 
least  in  northern  latitudes.  The  moths  eat 
nothing,  live  but  a  few  days,  during  which  time 
the  female  deposits  her  eggs  to  the  number  of 
four  or  five  hundred,  which  are  usually  attached, 
in  the  artificial  culture,  to  a  fine  cotton  or  linen 
cloth  by  means  of  a  glutinous  substance,  and 
are  thus  preserved  in  a  cool  place  until  ready 
to  be  hatched  in  the  following  spring. 

Professor  Moretti  states  that  the  difference 
in  culture,  influence  of  climate,  and  food  re- 
sults in  modifications  of  color,  number  of  muta- 
tions, and  power  of  reproduction — i.  e.,  once  or 
several  times  a  year.  The  white  variety,  which 
has  the  advantage  of  producing  cocoons  that 
do  not  require  any  preparatory  process  before 
coloring,  has  been  introduced  into  Brescia, 
Brianza  Novi,  and  elsewhere  in  Lombardy 
with  flattering  success.  Those  held  in  the 
highest  esteem  are  the  white  cocoons  com- 
monly called  sinesi,  which  are  characterized 
by  great  fineness,  whiteness,  and  brilliancy. 
They  are  admirably  adapted  to  the  manufac- 
ture of  certain  fabrics  requiring  a  degree  of 
whiteness  which  can  only  be  obtained  from  silk 
that  is  white  by  nature.  Though  not  so  pro- 
ductive as  the  common  variety,  it  commands  a 
higher  price  in  the  market,  which  more  than 
compensates  for  this  apparent  disadvantage. 

There  is  another  variety  characterized  by 
only  three  mutations  in  the  larva  state.  Some 
of  the  advantages  of  this  variety  are,  that  being 
shorter  lived  by  about  four  days  they  are  ex^ 
posed  to  fewer  dangers,  consume  less,  and  re- 
quire several  days  less  of  manual  labor,  while 
the  cocoons  being  better  constructed,  and  con- 
sequently unwinding  more  readily  and  com- 
pletely, the  silk-spinner  obtains  a  relatively 
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greater  quantity  of  silk.  On  the  other  hand  it 
produces  less  silk,  though  of  a  finer  quality, 
and  has  a  tendency  to  degenerate  into  the  or- 
dinary variety  of  four  mutations.  For  these 
and  otjier  reasons  it  is  held  in  less  estimation 
now  than  formerl}'. 

In  the  construction  of  a  cocoonery*  dryness 
and  a  good  ventilation  are  considered  as  abso- 
lutely indispensable.  It  should  be  erected  in 
a  dry  and  healthy  locality,  that  should  be  ren- 
dered so  if  necessary  by  drainage,  and  the  re- 
moval of  every  thing  from  the  sides  of  the  house 
calculated  to  collect  or  retain  moisture,  and  re- 
mote from  foul  or  putrid  exhalations,  occasioned 
by  the  fermentation  or  decomposition  of  vege- 
table or  animal  matter,  as  the  silk-worm  is  pe- 
culiarly sensitive  to  all  such  influences.  It 
should  have  large  windows  at  least  upon  two 
sides — a  north  and  south  exposure  being  prefer- 
able— and  these  should  be  protected  from  the 


direct  rays  of  the  sun  by  awnings  rather  than 
window-blinds. 

The  tables  or  platforms,  upon  which  the 
worms  are  reared,  are  generally  so  arranged  as 
to  admit  of  a  free  passage  around  them.  They 
are  constructed  by  means  of  upright  posts,  to 
which  are  attached  longitudinally  a  series  of 
transverse  pieces  about  a  foot  and  a  half  be- 
tween each  series,  upon  which  the  platforms 
are  arranged.  These  sometimes  consist  of 
canes,  somewhat  resembling  the  Chinese  sugar- 
cane, placed  side  by  side,  and  woven  together 
by  means  of  cord  or  twine,  sometimes  of  a  fine 
net-work  of  pack-thread,  iron  or  brass  wii-e,  or 
else  very  coarse  open  canvas,  so  as  to  allow,  in 
any  case,  a  free  passage  of  the  air  from  below, 
which  is  considered  very  necessary.  Every 
room  of  a  cocoonery  should  be  furnished  with  a 
fire-place,  which  will  serve  the  double  purpose 
of  supplying  warmth  and  ventilation. 
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FOEMING  THE  COCOON. 

It  need  hardly  be  stated  that  in  the  rearing 
of  silk -worms  very  much  depends  upon  the 
selection  of  the  seed.  Since  the  appearance  of 
the  disease  which  has  committed  such  ravages 
among  the  silk-worms  in  Italy,  that  have  be- 
come so  extremely  delicate  from  many  genera- 
tions of  oven-breeding,  large  quantities  of  seed 
are  annually  imported  from  Japan,  with  the 
most  favorable  results.  But  notwithstanding 
the  strictest  precautions  and  the  most  stringent 
regulations  of  the  government,  a  spurious  arti- 
cle is  not  unfrequently  introduced  into  the 
market  upon  the  old  Japanese  cards  as  Japa- 
nese seed.  Though  an  expert  may  judge  some- 
what of  the  quality  from  the  size,  color,  weight, 
and  uniformity  of  the  eggs,  yet  as  there  is  no 
certain  criterion,  Italian  silk-growers  (bacono- 
mi),  after  the  first  year,  find  it  safer  to  raise 
tlieir  own  seed.  For  this  purpose  they  select 
the  largest  and  strongest  silk-worms  and  place 
them  by  themselves  for  spinning  ;  when  the 
cocoons  are  completed,  those  are  preferred  that 
are  of  a  fine  texture,  firm,  smooth,  and  com- 
pact, and  such  as  are  rather  small,  pale  in  color, 
hard  at  the  extremities,  with  the  chrysalis  mov- 
able and  not  adherent.    An  equal  number  of 


male  and  female  cocoons  are  selected,  which  are 
readily  distinguished.  Those  inclosing  the  male 
are  rather  small,  somewhat  acute  at  one  or  both 
ends,  and  straighter  in  the  middle.  The  larger 
ones  and  those  more  spherical  at  the  extremi- 
ties contain  the  female.  As  each  female  moth 
will  lay  on  an  average  four  hundred  eggs,  one 
hundred  female  cocoons  will  produce  an  ounce 
of  seed,  that,  with  skillful  management,  ought 
to  yield  forty  thousand  worms.  The  eggs,  after 
being  deposited,  which  will  require  two  or  three 
days,  are  carefully  preserved  in  a  dry,  cool,  and 
well-ventilated  place,  where  the  thermometer 
does  not  indicate  a  temperature  above  55°  Fahr- 
enheit. A  temperature  below  the  freezing-point 
does  not  injure  them,  if  kept  perfectly  dry. 
Some  silk  cultivators  steep,  the  eggs  repeat- 
edly in  wine  or  other  spirituous  liquors,  while 
others  suspend  them  over  wine  in  a  state  of 
fermentation,  under  the  impression  that  the 
carbonic  acid  renders  them  more  hardy ;  but 
this  practice,  together  with  that  of  detaching 
the  seed  from  the  cloth,  is  condemned  by  the 
most  judicious  bacoloqists. 

In  the  spring,  when  the  mulberry  has  put 
forth  its  leaves  sufficiently  to  afford  the  neces- 
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sary  nourishment,  the  hatching  process  begins,  j 
This  requires  from  ten  to  twelve  days,  and  is 
generally  effected  by  means  of  artificial  heat, 
which  is  furnished  by  means  of  a  portable  stove 
specially  constructed  for  the  purpose,  or  by  the 
heat  of  the  human  body.  It  is  said  that  the 
peasant  women  of  Piedmont  and  Lombardy  go 
through  the  process  of  incubation  by  placing  the 
eggs  in  their  beds,  or  carrying  them  in  their 
bosoms.  The  temperature  to  be  observed  dur- 
ing this  period  should  be  from  seventy  to  sev- 
enty-five degrees  Fahrenheit,  though  Beauvais 
places  it  somewhat  higher.  After  the  hatching 
process  is  completed  the  young  silk-worms  are 
retained  upon  the  card  or  cloth  until  they  at- 
tain some  size,  when  they  are  separated  from 
time  to  time  upon  the  tables,  as  their  growth 
and  development  may  require.  In  feeding,  the 
mulberry  leaves  are  simply  strewn  upon  the 
platforms  over  the  silk-worms,  that  soon  gather 
upon  and  quickly  consume  them.  They  should 
be  fed  frequently  and  abundantly ;  the  leaves 
should  be  fresh,  though  free  from  moisture : 
while  the  bed,  Avhich  wdll  be  formed  from  time 
to  time  by  the  accumulation  of  the  stems  and 
offal,  should  be  frequently  removed  to  prevent 
fermentation,  and  to  allow  the  free  circulation 
of  the  air  from  underneath. 

After  thirty  or  forty  days,  varying  according 
to  the  temperature,  they  will  be  ready  to  spin 
the  cocoons.  The  "  hosco'"  is  constructed  prin- 
cipally of  light  brush  or  dead  twigs,  with  dried 
leaves,  light  shavings,  stems  of  salad,  French 
turnip,  Italian  senna,  rape,  wormwood,  mug- 
wort,  dog-grass,  and  other  things  of  a  similar 
character,  all  clean  and  well  dried.  It  is  most 
convenient  to  construct  it  in  the  middle  of  each 
table,  forming  a  kind  of  hedge  its  entire  width, 
extending  in  height  to  the  platform  above,  and 
branching  out  in  the  form  of  a  fan  or  the 
branches  of  a  tree.  It  should  be  open,  so  as  to 
admit  a  free  passage  of  the  air,  as  good  ventila- 


tion, at  other  times  so  desirable,  is,  during  the 
process  of  spinning  the  cocoons,  absolutely  in- 
dispensable. 

Count  Dandolo  estimates  that  the  silk-worms 
from  an  ounce  of  seed  (40,000)  require  eight 
hundred  and  eighteen  kilograms,  or  about  eight- 
een hundred  pounds,  of  leaves  for  their  consump- 
tion. Other  hacologists  place  it  as  high  as  nine 
hundred  and  seventy-five  kilograms.  Of  this 
amount  they  will  consume  less  than  the 
part  in  the  first  period,  and  about  ^  in  the  fifth 
or  last  period.  Forty  thousand  silk -worms, 
with  skillful  culture,  should  produce  ninety  kilo- 
grams, or  about  two  hundred  pounds  of  co- 
coons. The  average  price  of  cocoons  of  all 
qualities  throughout  Italy  for  1868,  as  taken 
from  the  official  statistics,  was  seven  francs  and 
twenty-eight  centimes  a  kilogram,  or  sixty-six 
cents  per  pound.  From  this  it  will  appear  that 
the  silk-worms  arising  from  an  ounce  of  seed, 
costing  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  francs  an 
ounce,  and  consuming  something  less  than  two 
thousand  pounds  of  mulberry  leaves,  will  pro- 
duce about  two  hundred  pounds  of  cocoons, 
worth  in  Italy,  on  an  average,  six  hundred 
and  seventy-five  francs,  or  one  hundred  and 
thirty-five  dollars  in  gold,  and,  judging  from 
the  relative  cost  of  silks,  -worth  two  or  three 
times  that  amount  in  the  United  States. 

The  production  of  silk  in  Italy,  though  still 
one  of  the  principal  branches  of  Italian  indus- 
try, has  of  late  years,  owing  to  the  disease  of 
the  silk-work,  considerably  diminished.  It  is 
estimated  that  Lombardy  alone  has  fallen  off 
during  the  last  eight  years  to  the  amount  of 
four  hundred  millions  of  francs.  In  Piedmont, 
which  may,  perhaps,  be  taken  as  a  fair  sample 
of  the  rest  of  Italy,  the  production  of  cocoons, 
which  in  1861  ainounted  to  3,934,010  kilo- 
grams, had  gradually  fallen  off  until  186;"),  when 
it  produced  only  1,157,470  kilograms.  In  1868, 
however,  the  production  rose  to  3,086,220  kilo- 
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grams.  And  yet  the  quantity  of  silk  produced 
in  Italy  is  not  only  greater  than  all  the  rest  of 
Europe  together,  but  is  more  prized  as  to  qual- 
ity, on  account  of  its  beauty,  color,  brilliancy, 
and  softness. 

Kolb,  in  his  "  Handbuch  der  Vergleichenden 
Statistik,"  estimates  the  whole  European  pro- 
duction for  1802  at  four  hundred  and  fifteen 
millions,  while  that  of  Italy  alone  was  two 
hundred  and  eighty-five  millions. 

The  history  of  sericulture  in  America,  though 
antedating  the  llevolutionary  war  in  its  origin, 
may  be  summed  up  in  a  very  few  words. 

"The  culture  of  the  mulberry-tree  in  Vir- 
ginia was  encouraged  by  James  L,  and  the 
coronation  robe  of  Charles  II.  was  spun  from 
Virginia  silk.  Silk  husbandry  was  introduced 
at  an  early  day  into  Louisiana,  and  a  state  robe 
was  made  from  Georgia  silk  in  1735  for  Queen 
Caroline.  In  1749  the  export  of  cocoons  was 
1000  pounds,  and  in  1706  it  had  reached  20,000 
pounds.  Afterward  a  decline  resulted  from  the 
withdrawal  of  the  government  bounty. 

"Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey  about  this 
time  became  interested  in  the  business,  and  Dr. 


Franklin,  in  1770,  sent 
seeds,  mulberry  cuttings, 
and  silk-worms',  eggs  for 
distribution.  A  silk  man- 
ufactory was  established 
in  Philadelphia  in  1771, 
which  received  cocoons  for 
several  years,  A  court 
dress  of  silk  from  cocoons 
of  Lancaster  County  was 
acknowledged  with  a  pres- 
ent of  lands.  New  Jersey 
planted  mulberry  groves 
extensively,  and  New  York 
made  similar  experiments. 
Connecticut  and  Massa- 
chusetts led  this  interest 
in  the  Eastern  States. 
The  Revolutionary  war  put 
an  end  to  all  these  enter- 
prises. 

"In  the  revival  of  in- 
dustry at  the  commence- 
ment of  this  century  re- 
newed efibrts  to  establish 
the  silk  business  are  ob- 
served. In  1819  five  tons 
of  raw  material  were  pro- 
duced in  Mansfield,  Con- 
necticut. In  1842  the 
New  York  State  prison  at 
Auburn  produced  $13,000 
worth  of  sewing-silk.  In 
1840  the  total  domestic 
product  of  silk  was  60,000 
pounds,  valued  at  $250,- 
000;  in  1844  400,000 
pounds,  worth  $1,500,000; 
and  in  1850  only  14,073 
pounds.  In  1800  Con- 
necticut, New  J ersey,  Mas- 
sachusetts, Pennsylvania,  and  New  York  pro- 
duced $5,000,000  worth  of  sewing-silk,  some 
silk  stuffs,  ladies'  trimmings,  and  other  goods. 
Philadelphia  and  New  York  manufacture  about 
$2,300,000  of  these  articles  annually.  The 
business,  in  all  its  branches,  has  greatly  in- 
creased since  1800."* 

Mr.  Prevost,  one  of  our  most  successful  silk 
growers,  expresses  the  opinion  that  California, 
owing  to  the  mildness  and  dryness  of  its  cli- 
mate, is  better  adapted  to  the  culture  of  the 
silk-worm  than  any  other  country  in  the  world. 
This  opinion  is  strengthened  by  the  fact  that 
the  cocoons  of  California  were  among  the  finest 
exhibited  at  the  French  Exposition.  Utah 
Territory,  he  thinks,  is  also  admirably  adajjted 
to  silk  culture,  and  mentions  the  fact  that 
Brigham  Young,  with  his  usual  sagacity,  has 
already  planted  out  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  in  mulberry-trees. 

From  these  observations,  and  from  the  fact 
that  recent  experiments  aeem  to  indicate  that 
the  osage  orange  may  be  substituted  success- 
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fully  for  the  miilberiy,  it  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped 
that,  while  sericulture,  owing  to  the  disease 
among  the  silk-worms,  is  declining  in  Europe, 
it  may  so  enlist  the  services  of  our  scientific  as 
well  as  practical  men  as  to  become  at  no  dis- 
tant day  one  of  the  most  profitable  branches  of 
our  agricultural  industry. 

In  the  manufacture  of  silk  the  cocoons  are 
first  separated  from  the  floss,  and  then  thrown 
into  basins  or  boilers  of  hot  water,  which,  dis- 
solving the  glutinous  substance  by  which  the 
cocoons  are  rendered  so  compact,  greatly  facil- 
itates the  process  of  reeling.  The  ends  of  the 
silk  thread  are  now  readily  disengaged  by  stir- 
ring them  with  a  wisp  of  broom  straw,  several  of 
them  being  united  together  and  passed  through 
perforations  in  a  cross-bar,  and  from  thence  on 
to  the  reel.  In  many  of  the  factories  of  Italy 
these  reels  are  still  turned  by  hand,  in  which 
case  great  skill  and  delicacy  of  touch  are  neces- 
sary in  order  to  avoid  breaking  continually  the 
slender  and  almost  invisible  filaments.  Steam, 
however,  is  now  being  introduced  into  the  lar- 
ger factories,  thereby  insuring  greater  delicacy, 
precision,  and  uniformity  of  movement.  In 


one  of  these  factories  which  we  visited  in  Lom- 
bardy  we  "noticed  that  little  girls  were  prin- 
cipally employed  in  performing  this  delicate 
work ;  and  it  was  something  wonderful  to  ob- 
serve the  careless  skill  they  exhibited  in  joining 
the  broken  threads  as  they  sang  cheerily,  in 
the  harsh  Lombard  dialect,  their  simple  im- 
provised songs. 

When  reeled  the  silk  is  twisted  or  thrown, 
one  or  more  threads  being  twisted  more  or  less 
tightly,  according  as  it  is  intended  for  the  warp 
or  woof  of  the  various  kinds  of  silk  fabrics. 
The  thrown  silk,  after  being  boiled  in  soap-suds 
for  several  hours  and  rinsed  in  clean  water,  be- 
comes soft  and  glossy,  and  is  now  ready  for  the 
weaver,  by  whom  it  is  manufactured  into  a  va- 
riety of  tissues  or  fabrics.  These,  though  dif- 
fering greatly  in  name,  quality  of  the  material, 
and  thickness  of  the  tissue — such  as  brocade, 
damask,  crape,  gauze,  satin,  and  velvet — yet 
do  not  diflfer  materially  in  their  mode  of  manu- 
facture. 

If  Lombardy  is  justly  celebrated  for  its  silk, 
Genoa  is  pre-eminently  the  city  of  velvets.  As 
late  as  the  seventeenth  century  she  supplied  Ea- 
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rope  with  her  damasksi,  while  the  costly  prod- 
ucts of  her  cunning  looms  were  celebrated  be- 
fore the  times  of  Shakspeare.  In  damasks  the 
French  have  imitated  and  finally  surpassed  her, 
but  in  velvets  she  fairly  maintains  her  old  su- 
premacy. 

In  Italy,  in  the  manufacture  of  velvets  as 
well  as  many  other  fabrics,  the  operatives  are 
not  collected  together  in  large  factories,  but  re- 
main at  their  several  homes,  where  they  receive 
the  raw  material  and  work  it  up  into  the  re- 
quired article.  This  system,  in  a  country  where 
labor  is  cheap,  has  its  obvious  advantages. 
Among  others,  it  avoids  the  congregating  of 
large  numbers  of  operatives  in  the  same  build- 
ing, as  well  as  the  investment  of  a  large  amount 
of  capital  in  buildings  and  machinery.  For 
example,  in  the  manufacture  of  straw  hats  in 
the  straw-plaiting  districts,  of  which  Pisa,  Pis- 
toja,  Leghorn,  and 
Florence  are  the  prin- 
cipal centres,  in  every 
town  and  village  peas- 
ant women  may  be 
seen,  sitting  in  the 
doorways,  in  the  fields, 
along  the  road-side, 
about  the  railroad  sta- 
tions, every  where, 
busily  plying  their  vo- 
cation as  they  sport 
with  their  children 
or  gossip  with  their 
neighbors.  So  in  the 
silk  and  velvet  manu- 
facture. The  looms 
are  to  be  found  in  the 
homes  of  the  respect- 
ive weavers.  The 
Messrs.  De  Ferrari 
Brothers,  among  the 
most  extensive  as  well 
as  successful  manu- 
facturers of  velvet  in 
Genoa  —  the  senior 


member  of  the  firm  hav- 
ing recently  been  deco- 
rated with  the  cross  of 
the  Crown  of  Italy  for 
their  enterprise  and  skill 
—  thus  employ  about 
four  hundred  looms,  dis- 
tributed throughout  the 
city  and  adjoining  coun- 
try. The  weavers  are 
furnished  with  the  raw 
material,  which  is  weigh- 
ed, as  is  also  the  velvet 
when  completed,  from 
two  to  three  per  cent, 
being  deducted  and  al- 
lowed for  loss  in  work- 
ing it  up.  The  looms 
are  of  the  most  primi- 
tive construction,  and 
do  not  differ  mate- 
rially from  those  that  are  used  in  the  ordinary 
processes  of  weaving.  In  addition,  however,  to 
the  warp  usually  employed  in  the  manufacture 
of  plain  goods,  and  which  is  generally  divided 
into  two  equal  parts,  there  is  a  third  and  similar 
series  of  fine  silk  threads  that  plays,  by  means 
of  pedals,  above  and  below  the  ordinary  warp, 
over  small  brass  wires  inserted  under  it  at  short 
intervals,  thus  raising  it  into  a  series  of  ridges 
similar  in  appearance  to  cording.  These,  being 
cut  from  time  to  time  by  drawing  a  sharp  steel 
instrument  along  the  upper  edge  of  each  ridge, 
constitute  the  nap  or  pile,  which,  on  being  cut, 
liberates  the  wires,  and  standing  upright  upon 
the  surface,  entirely  conceals  the  warp  and  woof, 
which  is  usually  styled  the  back  of  the  velvet. 

Satin  differs  from  other  silk  fabrics  in  that 
the  weaver,  instead  of  raising  alternately  each 
half  of  the  warp,  only  raises  the  fifth  or  the 
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eighth  part  at  a  time,  thus  concealing  the  woof 
and  keeping  a  hirge  proportion  of  the  warp  vis- 
ible, thereby  presenting  a  smooth  surface,  which 
is  capable  of  reflecting  the  rays  of  light  more 
equally,  and  which,  after  being  dressed  on  heat- 
ed metallic  rollers,  gives  it  its  peculiar  lustre. 

We  have  indicated  in  merest  outline  what- 
ever relates  to  the  manufacture  of  silk,  not  be- 
cause it  is  a  subject  devoid  of  interest  to  the 
casual  observer  or  general  reader,  but  because 
it  would  have  been  inconsistent  with  the  gener- 


al scope  of  this  article,  which,  in  view  of  the 
recent  impulse  given  to  silk  husbandry  in  the 
United  States,  was  to  give  some  account,  such 
as  we  might  in  so  limited  a  space,  of  the  history 
and  development  of  sericulture  in  Italy,  as  well 
as  to  call  attention  to  the  most  approved  meth- 
ods of  Italian  silk  growers,  that,  in  connection 
with  her  favorable  climate,  has  rendered  Italy, 
as  it  regards  both  quantity  and  quality,  the 
first  silk-producing  nation  not  only  of  Europe, 
but  perhaps  of  the  world. 


BEAUTIFUL  CHILD. 

By  major  WILLIAM  A.  H.  SIGOURNEY,  Autuob  op  "Beautiful  Snow." 


Beatjtiftjl  child  by  thy  mother's  knee, 

lu  the  mystic  future  what  wilt  thou  be  ? 

A  demon  of  sin,  or  an  angel  sublime — 

A  poison  Upas,  or  innocent  Thyme — 

A  spirit  of  evil,  flashing  doivn 

With  the  lurid  light  of  a  fiery  crown — 

Or  gliding  up  with  a  shining  track, 

Like  the  morning-star,  that  ne'er  looks  back. 

Daintiest  dreamer  that  ever  smiled, 

Which  wilt  thou  be,  my  beautiful  child? 

Beautiful  child  in  ray  garden  bowers, 

Friend  of  the  butterflies,  birds,  and  flowers, 

Pure  as  the  sparkling,  crystalline  stream, 

Jewels  of  truth  in  thy  fairy  eyes  beam, 

Was  there  ever  a  whiter  soul  than  thine 

Worshiped  by  Love  in  a  mortal  shrine? 

My  heart  thou  hast  gladdened  for  two  sweet  years 

With  rainbows  of  Hope  through  mists  of  tears — 

Mists  beyond  which  thy  sunny  smile 

With  its  halo  of  glory  beams  all  the  while. 

Beautiful  child,  to  thy  look  is  given 
A  gleam  serene,  not  of  earth,  but  of  heaven. 
With  thy  tell-tale  eyes  and  prattling  tongue, 
Would  thou  couldst  ever  thus  be  young. 
Like  the  liquid  strain  of  the  mocking-bird, 


From  stair  to  hall  thy  voice  is  heard. 

Hqw  oft  in  the  garden  nooks  thou'rt  found 

With  flowers  thy  cmiy  head  around! 

And,  kneeling  beside  me  with  figure  so  quaint, 

Oh !  who  would  not  dote  on  my  infant  saint  ? 

Beautiful  child,  what  thy  fate  shall  be 
Perchance  is  wisely  hidden  from  me. 
A  fallen  star  thou  mayst  leave  my  side. 
And  of  sorrow  and  shame  become  th&  bride- 
Shivering,  quivering  through  the  cold  street, 
With  a  curse  behind  and  before  thy  feet — 
Ashamed  to  live,  and  afraid  to  die; 
No  home,  no  friend,  and  a  pitiless  sky. 
Merciful  Father,  my  brain  grows  wild. 
Oh,  keep  from  evil  ray  beautiful  child  I 

Beautiful  child,  mayst  thou  soar  above, 

A  warbling  cherub  of  joy  and  love, 

A  drop  on  Eternity's  mighty  sea, 

A  blossom  on  Life's  immortal  tree — 

Floating,  flowering  evermore 

In  the  blessed  light  of  the  golden  shore ; 

And  as  I  gaze  on  thy  sinless  bloom 

And  thy  radiant  face,  they  dispel  my  gloom — 

I  feel  He  will  keep  thee  un defiled, 

And  His  love  protect  viy  beautiful  child. 


v.— THE  DEATH  OF  FREDERICK  WILL- 
IAM AND  THE  ACCESSION  OF  FRED- 
ERICK THE  SECOND. 

THE  crown  prince  had  for  some  time  been 
inspired  with  an  ever  increasing  ambition 
for  high  intellectual  culture.  Gradually  he  was 
gathering  around  him,  in  his  retreat  at  Reins- 
berg,  men  of  high  literary  reputation,  and  was 
opening  correspondence  with  the  most  distin- 
guished men  of  letters  in  all  the  adjacent  coun- 
tries. 

Voltaire  was,  at  this  time,  about  forty  years 
of  age.  His  renown  as  a  man  of  genius  al- 
ready filled  Europe.  He  was  residing,  on  terms 
of  the  closest  intimacy,  with  Madame  Du  Cha- 
telet,  who  had  separated  from  lier  husband. 
With  congenial  tastes  and  ample  wealth  they 


occupied  the  chateau  of  Cirey,  delightfully  sit- 
uated in  a  quiet  valley  in  Champagne,  and 
which  they  had  rendered,  as  Madame  testi- 
fies, a  perfect  Eden  on  earth.  It  is  not  al- 
ways, in  the  Divine  government,  that  sentence 
against  an  evil  work  is  "executed  speedily." 
Madame  Du  Chatelet,  renowned  in  the  writ- 
ings of  Voltaire  as  the  "divine  Emilie,"  was 
graceful,  beautiful,  fascinating.  Her  conversa- 
tional powers  were  remarkable,  and  she  had 
written  several  treatises  upon  subjects  connect- 
ed with  the  pure  sciences,  which  had  given  her 
much  deserved  celebrity. 

Still  it  is  evident  tliat  the  serpent  was  in  this 
Eden.  Carlyle  writes:  "An  ardent,  aerial, 
gracefully  predominant,  and,  in  the  end,  some- 
what termagant  female,  this  divine  Emilie.  Her 
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temper,  radiant  rather  than  bland,  was  none  of 
the  patientest  on  occasion.  Nor  was  M.  De 
Voltaire  the  least  of  a  Job,  if  you  came  athwart 
him  in  a  wrong  way.  1  have  heard  that  their 
domestic  symphony  was  liable  to  furious  flaws  ; 
that  plates,  in  presence  of  the  lackeys,  actual 
crockery  or  metal,  have  been  known  to  fly  from 
end  to  end  of  the  dinner-table  ;  nay,  they  men- 
tion 'knives,'  though  only  in  the  way  of  orator- 
ical action  :  and  Voltaire  has  been  heard  to  ex- 
claim, 'Don't  fix  those  haggard,  sidelong  eyes 
on  me  in  that  way!' — mere  shrillness  of  pale 
rage  presiding  over  the  scene. " 

Voltaire  had  already  written  the  epic  poem 
the  Henriade,  the  history  of  Charles  XII.,  and 
several  tragedies. 

The  first  letter  from  Frederick  to  Voltaire 
was  dated  August  8,  1736.  The  following 
extracts  will  show  the  spirit  of  this  flattering 
epistle : 

"Monsieur, — Although  I  have  not  the  sat- 
isfaction of  knowing  you  personally,  you  are  not 
the  less  known  to  me  through  your  works.  They 
are  treasures  of  the  mind,  if  I  may  so  express 
myself ;  and  they  reveal  to  the  reader  new 
beauties  at  every  perusal.  I  think  I  have 
recognized  in  them  the  character  of  their  in- 
genious author,  who  does  honor  to  our  age  and 
to  human  nature.  If  ever  the  dispute  on  the 
comparative  merits  of  the  moderns  and  the  an- 
cients should  be  revived,  the  modern  great  men 
will  owe  it  to  you,  and  to  you  only,  that  the 
scale  is  turned  in  their  favor.  With  the  excel- 
lent quality  of  poet  you  join  innumerable  others 
more  or  less  related  to  it. 

"Monsieur,  there  is  nothing  I  wish  so  much 
as  to  possess  all  your  writings.  Fray  do  com- 
municate them  to  me  without  reserve.  If  there 
be  among  your  manuscripts  any  that  you  wish 
to  conceal  from  the  eyes  of  the  public,  I  engage 
to  keep  them  in  profoundest  secrecy. 

"  I  should  think  myself  richer  in  the  posses- 
sion of  your  works  than  in  that  of  all  the  tran- 
sient goods  of  fortune. 

"  You  inspire  the  ambition  to  follow  in  your 
footsteps.  But  I,  how  often  have  I  said  to  my- 
self, unhappy  man  !  throw  down  a  burden  which 
is  above  thy  strength !  One  can  not  imitate  Vol- 
taire without  being  Voltaire. 

"  It  is  in  such  moments  that  I  have  felt  how 
small  are  those  advantages  of  birth,  those  vapors 
of  grandeur,  with  which  vanity  would  solace  us. 
They  amount  to  little,  properly  to  nothing.  Ah  ! 
would  glory  but  make  use  of  me  to  crown  your 
successes ! 

"If  my  destiny  refuse  me  the  happiness  of 
being  able  to  possess  you,  may  I  at  least  hope 
one  day  to  see  the  man  whom  I  have  admired 
so  long  now  from  afar,  and  to  assure  you,  by 
word  of  mouth,  that  I  am,  with  all  the  esteem 
and  consideration  due  those  who,  following  the 
torch  of  truth  for  guide,  consecrate  their  la- 
bors to  the  public.  Monsieur,  your  affectionate 
friend, 

"Frederick,  Prince  Boi/a  I  of  Prussia.'" 


Voltaire  promptly  replied  to  this  letter  in  cor- 
responding terms  of  flattery.  His  letter  was 
dated  Cirey,  August  26,  1736: 

"  MoNSEiGNEUR, — A  man  must  be  void  of 
all  feeling  Avho  were  not  infinitely  moved  by 
the  letter  which  your  royal  highness  has  deigned 
to  honor  me  with.  My  self-love  is  only  too 
much  flattered  by  it.  But  my  love  of  mankind, 
which  I  have  always  nourished  in  my  heart,  and 
which,  I  venture  to  say,  forms  the  basis  of  my 
character,  has  given  me  a  very  much  purer 
pleasure  to  see  that  there  is  now  in  the  world 
a  prince  who  thinks  as  a  man — a  Philosopher 
prince,  who  will  make  men  happy. 

"  Permit  me  to  say  there  is  not  a  man  on  the 
earth  but  owes  thanks  for  the  care  you  take  to 
cultivate,  by  sound  philosophy,  a  soul  that  is 
born  for  command.  Good  kings  there  never 
were  except  those  who  had  begun  by  seeking  to 
instruct  themselves ;  by  knowing  good  men  from 
bad  ;  by  loving  what  was  true ;  by  detesting 
persecution  and  superstition.  No  prince,  per- 
sisting in  such  thoughts,  but  might  bring  back 
the  golden  age  into  his  countries. 

"Unless  one  day  the  tumult  of  business  and 
the  wickedness  of  men  alter  so  divine  a  charac- 
ter, you  will  be  worshiped  by  your  people  and 
loved  by  the  whole  world.  Philosophers,  wor- 
thy of  the  name,  will  flock  to  your  states.  The 
illustrious  queen  Christina  quitted  her  kingdom 
to  go  in  search  of  the  arts.  Reign  you,  Mon- 
seigneur,  and  the  arts  will  come  to  seek  you. 

"I  will  obey  your  commands  as  to  sending 
those  unpublished  pieces.  Your  criticism  will 
be  my  reward.  It  is  a  price  few  sovereigns 
can  pay.  I  am  sure  of  your  secrecy.  Your 
virtue  and  your  intellect  must  be  in  proportion. 
I  should  indeed  consider  it  a  precious  happi- 
ness to  come  and  pay  my  court  to  your  royal 
highness.  One  travels  to  Rome  to  see  paint- 
ings and  ruins.  A  prince  such  as  you  is  a 
much  more  singular  object,  worthier  of  a  long 
journey. 

"In  whatever  corner  of  the  world  I  may  end 
my  life,  be  assured,  Monseigneur,  my  wishes 
will  be  continually  for  you.  My  heart  will 
rank  itself  among  your  subjects.  Your  glory 
will  be  ever  dear  to  me.  I  shall  wish.  May 
you  always  be  like  yourself,  and  may  other  kings 
be  like  you.  I  am,  with  profound  respect,  your 
royal  highness's  most  humble 

"  Voltaire." 

The  correspondence  thus  commenced  was 
prosecuted  with  great  vigor.  It  seemed  diffi- 
cult to  find  language  sufficiently  expressive  of 
their  mutual  admiration.  Frederick  received 
many  of  Voltaire's  unpublished  manuscripts, 
and  sent  him  many  tokens  of  regard.  Some 
of  Frederick's  manuscripts  Voltaire  also  ex- 
amined, and  returned  Avith  slight  corrections 
and  profuse  expressions  of  delight. 

In  the  summer  of  1738  the  infirm  old  king 
undertook  a  journey  to  Holland,  on  a  visit 
of  diplomacy  to  the  prince  of  Orange.  The 
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crown  prince  accompanied  him.  It  does  not, 
however,  appear  that  they  had  much  inter- 
course with  each  other  on  the  journey.  They 
spent  several  days  at  the  beautiful  palace  of 
Loo,  in  Geldern,  occupied  by  the  prince  of 
Orange  and  his  English  bride,  a  niece  to  his 
Prussian  majesty.  The  palace  was  imposing 
in  its  architectural  structure,  containing  many 
gorgeous  saloons,  and  surrounded  with  beauti- 
ful gardens.  In  a  letter  which  Frederick  wrote 
from  Loo  to  Voltaire,  dated  August  G,  we  find 
the  following  sentiments : 

"  I  write  from  a  phice  where  there  lived  once 


a  great  man,*  which  is  now  the  prince  of  Or- 
ange's house.  The  demon  of  ambition  sheds 
its  unhappy  poisons  over  his  days.  He  might 
be  the  rnost  fortunate  of  men,  and  he  is  de- 
voured by  chagrins  in  his  beautiful  jnilace  here, 
in  the  middle  of  his  gardens  and  of  a  brilliant 
court." 

In  one  of  the  letters  of  the  crown  prince, 
speaking  of  the  mode  of  traveling  with  his  fa- 
ther, he  says:  "We  have  now  been  traveling 
near  three  weeks.    The  heat  is  as  great  as  if 
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we  were  riding  astride  upon  a  ray  of  tlie  sun. 
The  dust  is  like  a  dense  cloud,  which  renders 
us  invisible  to  the  eyes  of  the  by-standers.  In 
addition  to  this  we  travel  like  the  angels,  with- 
out sleep,  and  almost  without  food.  Judge, 
then,  what  my  condition  must  be." 

While  on  this  journey  to  Holland  the  crown 
prince  was  one  day  dining  with  a  prince  of 
Lippe-Biickeburg.  Freemasonry  became  one 
of  the  topics  of  conversation  at  the  table.  King 
Frederick  William  denounced  the  institution  in 
his  usual  style  of  coarse  vituperation,  as  tom- 
foolery, atheism,  and  every  thing  else  that  was 
bad.  But  the  prince  of  Biickeburg,  himself  a 
mason  and  a  very  gentlemanly  man,  defended 
the  craft  with  such  persuasive  eloquence  as 
quite  captivated  the  crown  priiice.  After  din- 
ner the  prince  took  him  secretly  aside,  con- 
versed with  him  more  fully  upon. the  subject, 
expressed  his  admiration  of  the  system,  and  his 
wish  to  be  admitted  into  the  fraternity.  But  it 
was  necessary  carefully  to  conceal  the  step  from 
the  irate  king.  Arrangements  were  immedi- 
ately made  to  assemble  at  Brunswick  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  masons  from  Hamburg,  where 
the  crown  prince,  on  his  return,  could  be  re- 
ceived in  a  secret  meeting  into  the  mystic 
brotherhood. 

The  crown  prince  met  the  masons  by  agree- 
ment at  "Korn's  Hotel."  On  the  night  of 
Tuesday,  August  14,  1738,  the  king  having 
that  evening  continued  his  journey,  Frederick, 
after  adopting  extreme  precautions  to  prevent 
any  publicity  of  the  act,  fearing  probably  only 
lest  it  should  reach  his  father's  ears,  passed 
through  the  mysterious  rites  of  initiation.  It 
does  not,  however,  appear  that  subsequently 
he  took  any  special  interest  in  the  society.^ 

The  year  1739  was  spent  by  the  prince 
mostly  at  Reinsberg.  Many  distinguished  vis- 
itors were  received  at  the  chateau.  Frederick 
continued  busily  engaged  in  his  studies,  writing 
both  prose  and  verse,  and  keeping  up  a  lively 
correspondence  with  Voltaire  and  other  literary 
friends.  He  engaged  very  earnestly  in  writing 
a  book  entitled  Anti-  Machiavel,  which  con- 
sisted of  a  refutation  of  Machiavel's  Prince. 
This  book  was  published,  praised,  and  read, 
but  has  long  since  been  forgotten.    The  only 


1  Baron  Bielfeld,  in  his  letters,  gives  the  following 
account  of  the  prince's  admission  to  the  Masonic 
fraternity:  "On  the  14th  the  whole  day  was  spent 
in  preparations  for  the  lodge.  A  little  after  midnight 
we  saw  the  prince  royal  arrive,  accompanied  by  count 

W  .    The  prince  presented  this  gentleman  as  a 

candidate  whom  he  recommended,  and  whose  recep- 
tion he  wished  immediately  to  succeed  his  own.  He 
desired  us  likewise  to  omit,  in  his  reception,  not  any 
one  rigorous  ceremony  that  was  used  in  similar  cases ; 
to  grant  him  no  indulgence  whatever ;  but  gave  as 
leave,  on  this  occasion,  to  treat  him  merely  as  a  pri- 
vate person.  In  a  word,  he  was  received  with  all  the 
usual  and  requisite  formalities.  I  admired  his  in- 
trepidity, the  serenity  of  his  countenance,  and  his 
graceful  deportment  even  in  the  most  critical  mo- 
ments. After  the  two  receptions  we  opened  the 
lodge,  and  proceeded  to  our  work.  He  appeared  de- 
lighted, and  acquitted  himself  with  as  much  dexterity 
as  discernment." — Letters  of  Baron  Bielfeld,  iii.  p.  36. 


memorable  thing  about  the  book  now  is  that 
in  those  dark  days  of  absolutism,  when  it  was 
the  alm.ost  universally  recognized  opinion  that 
power  did  not  ascend  from  the  people  to  their 
sovereign,  but  descended  from  the  monarch  to 
his  subjects,  Frederick  should  have  spoken  of 
the  king  as  the  "born  servant  of  his  people." 

In  July  of  this  year  the  crown  prince  took 
another  journey  with  his  father  through  exten- 
sive portions  of  the  Prussian  territory.  The 
following  extract  from  one  of  his  letters  to  Vol- 
taire reflects  pleasing  light  upon  the  heart  of 
Frederick  and  upon  the  administrative  ability 
of  his  father : 

"Prussian  Lithuania  is  a  hundred  and  twen- 
ty miles  long,  by  from  forty  to  sixty  broad.  It 
was  ravaged  by  pestilence  at  the  beginning  of 
this  century,  and  they  say  three  hundred  thou- 
sand people  died  of  disease  and  famine.  The 
disorder  carried  off  the  people,  and  the  lands 
remained  uncultivated  and  full  of  weeds.  The 
most  flourishing  of  our  provinces  was  changed 
into  the  most  miserable  of  solitudes. 

"Meanwhile  Frederick  the  First  died,  and 
with  him  was  buried  all  his  false  grandeur, 
which  consisted  only  in  a  vain  magnificence, 
and  in  the  pompous  display  of  frivolous  cere- 
monies. My  father,  who  succeeded  him,  com- 
passionated the  general  misery.  He  visited 
the  spot,  and  saw,  with  his  own  eyes,  this  vast 
country  laid  waste,  and  all  the  dreadful  traces 
which  a  contagious  malady,  a  famine,  and  the 
sordid  avarice  of  a  venal  administration  leave 
behind  them.  Twelve  or  fifteen  towns  depopu- 
lated, and  four  or  five  hundred  villages  unin- 
habited, presented  themselves  to  his  view.  Far 
from  being  discouraged  by  such  a  sad  spectacle, 
his  compassion  only  became  the  more  lively  from 
it;  and  he  resolved  to  restore  population,  plenty, 
and  commerce  to  this  land,  which  had  even  lost 
the  appearance  of  an  inhabited  country. 

"Since  this  time  he  has  spared  no  expense 
for  the  furtherance  of  his  salutary  intentions. 
He  first  established  wise  regulations  and  laws. 
He  rebuilt  whatever  had  been  allowed  to  go  to 
ruin  in  consequence  of  the  plague.  He  brought 
and  established  there  thousands  of  families  from 
the  difterent  countries  of  Europe.  The  lands 
became  again  productive  and  the  country  pop- 
ulous. Commerce  reflourished.  And  at  the 
present  time  abundance  reigns  in  this  countrj- 
more  than  ever  before.  There  are  now  half  a 
million  of  inhabitants  in  Lithuania.  There  are 
more  towns  than  formerly ;  more  flocks,  and 
more  riches  and  fertility  than  in  any  other  part 
of  Germany. 

"And  all  that  1  have  been  relating  to  you  is 
due  to  the  king  alone,  who  not  only  gave  the 
orders,  but  himself  saw  that  they  were  faithfully 
obeyed.  He  both  conceived  the  designs  and 
executed  them.  He  spared  neither  care,  nor 
trouble,  nor  vast  treasures,  nor  promises,  nor 
recompenses,  in  order  to  assure  the  existence 
and  the  comfort  of  half  a  million  of  rational 
beings,  who  OAve  to  him  alone  their  happiness. 
There  is  something  in  my  mind  so  heroic  in 
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the  generous  and  laborious  manner  in  which 
the  king  has  devoted  himself  to  the  restoring  to 
this  deserted  country  its  population,  fertility, 
and  happiness,  that  I  think  you  will  see  his 
conduct  in  the  same  light  as  I  do  when  you  are 
made  acquainted  with  the  circumstances." 

It  would  be  unjust  both  to  the  father  and  the 
son  to  withhold  a  letter  which  reflects  so  much 
credit  upon  them  both — upon  the  father  for  his 
humane  measures,  and  upon  the  son  for  his  ap- 
preciation of  their  moral  beauty. 

The  king  was  so  pleased  with  the  conduct  of 
his  son  during  this  journey  that,  in  a  moment 
of  unusual  good-nature,  he  made  him  a  present 
of  a  very  extensive  horse-breeding  establish- 
ment near  Tilsit,  consisting  of  seven  farms,  all 
in  the  most  perfect  order,  as  every  thing  was 
sure  to  be  which  was  under  the  control  of 
Frederick  William.  The  profits  of  this  estab- 
lishment added  about  ten  thousand  dollars  to 
the  annual  income  of  the  crown  prince.  He 
was  quite  overjoyed  at  the  unexpected  gift,  and 
wrote  to  his  sister  Wilhelmina  a  letter  glowing 
with  satisfaction. 

During  the  first  part  of  "  his  journey  the  king 


had  been  remarkably  cheerful  and  genial.  But 
toward  its  close  he  was  attacked  by  a  new  fit 
of  very  serious  illness.  To  the  discomfort  of 
all,  his  chronic  moodiness  returned.  A  few 
extracts  from  Pollnitz's  account  of  this  journey 
throws  interesting  light  upon  those  scenes  : 

"Till  now  his  majesty  has  been  in  especial 
good-humor.  But  in  Dantzig  his  cheerfulness 
forsook  him,  and  it  never  came  back.  He  ar- 
rived about  ten  o'clock  at  night  in  that  city, 
slept  there,  and  was  off  again  next  morning  at 
five.  He  drove  only  fifty  miles  this  day ;  stopped 
in  Luppow.  From  Luppow  he  went  to  a  poor 
village  nearBelgard,  and  staid  there  overnight. 

"  At  Belgard  next  morning  he  reviewed  the 
dragoon  regiment,  and  was  very  ill  content  with 
it.  And  nobody,  wirh  the  least  understanding 
of  that  business,  but  must  own  that  never  did 
Prussian  regiment  manoeuvre  worse.  Conscious 
themselves  how  bad  it  was,  they  lost  head  and 
got  into  confusion.  The  king  did  every  thing 
that  was  possible  to  help  them  into  order  again  ; 
but  it  was  all  in  vain.  The  king,  contrary  to 
wont,  restrained  himself  amazingly,  and  would 
not  show  his  displeasure  in  public.    He  got  into 
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his  carriage  and  drove  away,  not  staying  to  dine 
with  general  Von  Phiten,  as  was  always  his 
custom  with  commandants  whom  he  had  re- 
viewed. 

"  As  the  prince  was  anxious  to  come  up  with 
his  majesty  again,  and  knew  not  where  he  would 
meet  him,  we  had  to  be  very  swift  in  the  busi- 
ness. We  found  the  king,  with  Anhalt  and 
Winterfeld,  by-and-by,  sitting  in  a  village  in 
front  of  a  barn,  eating  a  cold  pie  there  which 
the  marquis  of  Anhalt  chanced  to  have  with 
him.  His  majesty,  owing  to  what  he  had  seen 
on  the  parade-ground,  was  in  the  utmost  ill- 
humor.  Next  day,  Saturday,  he  went  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  or  two  hundred  miles,  and  ar- 
rived in  Berlin  at  ten  o'clock  at  night,  not  ex- 
pected there  till  the  morrow,  so  that  his  rooms 
were  locked,  her  majesty  being  over  in  Mon- 
bijou  giving  her  children  a  ball." 

Late  in  the  fall  of  1739  the  health  of  Fred- 
erick William  was  so  rapidly  failing  that  it  be- 
came manifest  to  all  that  his  days  on  earth 
would  soon  be  ended.  He  sat  joylessly  in  his 
palace,  listening  to  the  moaning  of  the  wind, 
the  rustle  of  the  falling  leaves,  and  the  patter- 
ing of  the  rain.  His  gloomy  spirit  was  in  ac- 
cord with  the  melancholy  days.  More  dreary 
storms  darkened  his  turbid  soul  than  those  which 
wrecked  the  autumnal  sky. 

Early  in  November  he  came  to  Berlin,  lan- 
guid, crippled,  and  wretched.  The  death- 
chamber  in  the  palace  is  attended  with  all  the 
humiliations  and  sufferings  which  are  encount- 
ered in  the  poor  man's  hut.  The  king  through 
all  his  life  ha.d  indulged  his  irritable  disposition, 
and  now,  imprisoned  by  infirmities  and  tortured 
with  pain,  his  petulance  and  abuse  became  al- 
most unendurable.  Miserable  himself,  he  made 
every  one  wretched  around  him.  He  was  ever 
restless — now  in  his  bed,  now  out  of  it,  now  in 
his  wheel-chair,  continually  finding  f:iult,  and 
often  dealing  cruel  blows  to  those  who  came 
within  his  reach.  He  was  unwilling  to  be  left 
for  a  moment  alone.  The  old  generals  were 
gathered  in  his  room,  and  sat  around  his  bed 
talking  and  smoking.  He  could  not  sleep  at 
night,  and  allowed  his  attendants  no  repose. 
Restlessly  he  tried  to  divert  his  mind  by  whit- 
tling, painting,  and  small  carpentry.  The 
crown  prince  dared  not  visit  him  too  often,  lest 
his  solicitude  should  be  interpreted  into  impa- 
tience for  the  king  to  die,  that  he  might  grasp 
the  crown.  In  the  grossest  terms  the  king  in- 
sulted his  physicians,  attributing  all  his  suffer- 
ings to  their  wickedness  or  their  ignorance. 
Fortunately  the  miserable  old  man  was  too 
weak  to  attempt  to  cane  them.  A  celebratied 
physician,  by  the  name  of  Hoffman,  was  sent 
for  to  prescribe  for  the  king.  He  was  a  man 
of  much  intellectual  distinction,  and  occupied 
an  important  position  in  the  university.  As 
his  prescriptions  failed  to  give  relief  to  his  ma- 
jesty, he  was  assailed,  like  the  rest,  in  the  vilest 
language  of  vituperation.  With  great  dignity 
professor  Hoffman  replied  : 

"  Sire,  I  can  not  bear  these  reproaches,  which 


I  do  not  deserve.  I  have  tried,  for  the  relief 
of  your  majesty,  all  the  remedies  which  art  can 
supply,  or  which  nature  can  admit.  If  my  abil- 
ity or  my  integrity  is  doubted,  I  am  willing  to 
leave  not  only  the  university,  but  the  kingdom. 
But  I  can  not  be  driven  into  any  place  where 
the  name  of  Hoffman  will  not  be  respected." 

The  king  was  so  impressed  by  this  firm  atti- 
tude of  his  physician  that  he  even  made  an 
apology  for  his  rudeness.  As  Frederick  Will- 
iam was  now  convinced  that  ere  long  he  must 
appear  before  the  tribunal  of  God,  he  gradually 
became  a  little  more  calm  and  resigned.^  It  is, 
however,  evident  that  the  crown  prince  still  had 
.his  share  of  earthly  annoyances,  and  certainly 
his  full  share  of  earthly  frailties.  In  a  letter  to 
his  friend  Suhm,  written  this  summer,  he  says : 

"  Tantalus  never  suffered  so  much  while 
standing  in  the  river,  the  waters  of  which  he 
could  not  drink,  as  I  wiien,  having  ^received 
your  package  of  the  translation  of  Wolff,  I  was 
unable  to  read  it.  All  the  accidents  and  all 
the  bores  in  the  world  were,  I  think,  agreed  to 
prevent  me.  A  journey  to  Potsdam,  daily  re- 
views, and  the  arrival  of  my  brother  in  company 
with  Messrs.  De  Hacke  and  De  Rittberg,  have 
been  my  impediments.  Imagine  my  horror, 
my  dear  Diaphanes,'^  at  seeing  the  arrival  of 
tliis  caravan  without  my  having  in  the  least  ex- 
pected them.  They  weigh  upon  my  shoulders 
like  a  tremendous  burden,  and  never  quit  my 
side,  in  order,  I  believe,  to  make  me  wish  my- 
self at  the  devil." 

As  the  king's  infirmities  and  sufferings  in- 
creased, the  sympathies  of  his  son  were  more 
and  more  excited.  He  seemed  to  forget  all 
his  father's  cruel  treatment,  and  to  remember 
only  his  kingly  energies.  The  thought  of  his 
death  became  very  painful  to  him,  and  at  times 
he  recoiled  from  the  oppressive  cares  he  must 
of  necessity  assume  with  the  crown. 

One  evening  in  April  the  king,  feeling  a  little 
better,  decided  to  dress  and  hold  a  tobacco  par- 
liament, as  formerly.  Quite  a  numerous  party 
of  his  customary  cabinet  was  assembled,  and  the 
circle  was  full.  The  pipes  were  lighted;  the 
king  was  in  good-humor;  the  beer-pots  circu- 
lated merrily ;  and  as  every  one  made  an  effort 
to  be  agreeable,  the  scene  was  unusually  ani- 
mated. Quite  unexpectedly,  in  the  midst  of 
the  lively  talk,  the  door  opened,  and  the  crown 
prince  entered.  Simultaneously,  as  by  a  com- 
mon instinct,  the  whole  company  arose  and 
bowed  profoundly  to  the  young  prince.  The 


1  Baron  Bielfeld  gives  the  following  account  of  the 
personal  appearance  of  the  king  at  this  time :  "  If  wc 
judge  by  his  portraits,  he  was  in  his  yoiith  very  hand- 
some. But  it  must  be  confessed  that  he  does  not  now 
retain  any  traces  of  beauty.  His  eyes  are  indeed  lively, 
but  his  looks  are  frightful.  His  complexion  is  com- 
posed of  a  mixture  of  high  red,  blue,  yellow,  and 
green.  His  head  is  large.  His  neck  is  quite  sunk 
between  his  shoulders,  and  his  figure  is  short  and 
gross."— Letters,  iii.  p.  67. 

2  Frederick  had  taken  the  fancy  of  calling  his  com- 
panions by  classical  names.  Suhm  was  Diaphanes ; 
Keyserling  was  called  Csesarion,  etc. 
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king  was  exceeding 
annoyed.  Trembling 
with  rage,  he  ex- 
claimed : 

"This  is  the  hom- 
age you  render  the 
rising  sun,  though 
you  know  that  the 
rule  in  the  tobacco 
parliament  is  to  rise 
to  no  one.  You  think 
I  am  dead.  But  I 
v/ill  teach  you  that  I 
am  yet  living." 

Ringing  violently 
for  his  servants,  and 
deaf  to  all  protesta- 
tions and  excuses,  he 
had  himself  immedi- 
ately rolled  from  the 
room.  As  the  court- 
iers stood  bewildered 
and  gazing  at  each 
other  in  consterna- 
tion, an  officer  came 
in  with  an  order  from 
the  king  that  they 
should  all  leave  the 
palace  immediately, 
and  come  not  back 
again.  The  next  mor- 
ning PoUnitz,  who 
occupied  a  position 
somewhat  similar  to 
that  of  prime  minis- 
ter, applied  for  ad- 
mission to  his  majes- 
ty's apartment.  But  a 
gendarme  seized  him 
by  the  shoulder  and 
turned  him  around, 

saying,  "There  is  no  admittance."  It  was 
several  days,  and  not  until  after  repeated  acts 
of  humiliation,  that  the  king  would  permit  any 
member  of  the  parliament  again  to  enter  his 
presence. 

In  the  latter  part  of  April,  the  weather  being 
very  fine,  the  king  decided  to  leave  Berlin  and 
retire  to  his  rural  palace  at  Potsdam.  It  seems, 
however,  that  he  was  fully  aware  that  his  days 
were  nearly  ended  ;  for  upon  leaving  the  city- 
he  said:  "Fare  thee  well,  then,  Berlin;  I  am 
going  to  die  in  Potsdam."  The  winter  had 
been  one  of  almost  unprecedented  severity,  and 
the  month  of  May  was  cold  and  wet.  As  the 
days  wore  on  the  king's  health  fluctuated,  and 
he  was  continually  struggling  between  life  and 
death.  The  king,  with  all  his  great  imperfec- 
tions, was  a  thoughtful  man.  As  he  daily  drew 
near  the  grave  the  dread  realities  of  the  eternal 
world  oppressed  his  mind.  He  sent  for  three 
clergymen  of  distinction,  to  converse  with  them 
respecting  his  preparation  for  the  final  judg- 
ment. It  seems  that  they  were  very  faithful 
with  him,  reminding  him  of  his  many  acts  of 
violence  and  tyranny,  alluding  particularly  to 
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his  hanging  baron  Schlubhut,  at  Konigsberg, 
without  even  a  trial.  The  king  endeavored  to 
defend  himself,  saying : 

"  It  is  true  that  Schlubhut  had  no  trial.  But 
he  certainly  deserved  his  doom.  He  was  a 
public  thief,  stealing  the  taxes  he  was  sent  to 
gather  ;  insolently  offering  to  repay,  as  if  that 
were  all  the  amends  required  ;  and  saying  that 
it  was  not  good-manners  to  hang  a  nobleman." 

Still  the  clergymen  pressed  upon  him  his  sins, 
his  many  acts  of  oppression,  his  unrelenting  and 
unforgiving  spirit.  Singularly  enough,  most  of 
the  members  of  the  tobacco  parliament  were 
present  at  this  strange  intervicAv  ;  and  some  of 
them,  courtier  like,  endeavored  to  defend  the 
king  against  several  of  the  charges  brought 
against  him.  The  king  might  em])hatically  be 
called  a  good  hater;  and  he  hated  his  brother- 
in-law,  the  king  of  England,  perhaps  with  pas- 
sion as  implacable  as  ever  took  possession  of  a 
human  heart.  In  allusion  to  this,  one  of  the 
clergymen,  M.  Roloff,  said  : 

"There  is  the  forgiveness  of  enemies.  Your 
majesty  is  bound  to  forgive  all  men.  If  you  do 
not  do  this,  how  can  you  ask  to  be  forgiven  ?" 
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The  king  had  a  logical  mind.  He  could 
keenly  feel  where  the  argument  pinched.  He 
seemed  quite  troubled.  After  a  moment's 
pause  he  said : 

"Well,  I  will  do  it."  Then,  turning  to  the 
queen,  he  said,  "  Yon,  Eeekin,  may  write  to 
your  brother,  after  I  am  dead,  and  tell  him  that 
I  forgave  him,  and  died  at  peace  with  him." 

"It  would  be  better,"  M.  Roloff  mildly  sug- 
gested, "that  your  majesty  should  write  at 
once." 

"No,"  said  the  king,  sternly  and  perempto- 
rily. "Write  after  I  am  dead.  That  will  be 
safer." 

At  parting  the  king  bore  magnanimous  testi- 
mony to  the  fidelity  of  his  spiritual  advisers. 
He  said  to  M.  Roloff,  who  had  been  the  princi- 
pal speaker : 

"You  do  not  spare  me.  It  is  right.  You 
do  yom'  duty  like  an  honest  Christian  man." 

For  such  a  mind  and  such  a  body  there  could 
be  no  possible  peace  or  repose  in  the  dying- 
chamber.  Feverish,  restless,  sleepless,  impa- 
tient, he  knew  not  what  to  do  with  himself. 
He  was  incessantly  passing  from  his  bed  to  his 


wheel-chair  and  back  again,  irascibly  demand- 
ing this  and  that,  complaining  of  every  body 
and  every  thing.  Sometimes  he  would  declare 
that  he  would  no  longer  be  sick,  but  would  dress 
and  be  well ;  and  scarcely  would  he  get  his 
clothes  on  ere  he  would  sink  in  fainting  weak- 
ness, as  though  he  had  not  another  hour  to  live. 
Thus  the  sad  days  of  sickness  wore  away  as 
death  drew  near. 

On  the  26th  of  May  the  crown  prince  re- 
ceived an  express  informing  him  that  his  father 
was  dying,  and  that  he  must  hasten  to  Potsdam 
with  the  utmost  speed  if  he  would  ever  again 
see  him  alive.  Reinsberg  was  about  thirty 
miles  north  from  Potsdam.  It  took  the  courier 
some  hours  to  reach  the  place.  Frederick,  with 
emotions  not  easily  imagined,  started  before 
the  dawn  of  the  morning,  followed  by  a  train  of 
attendants,  to  hasten  to  the  death-bed  of  his  fa- 
ther, and  to  receiA-e  the  kingly  crown  of  Prussia. 

As  he  reached  Potsdam  and  turned  the  cor- 
ner of  the  palace,  he  saw,  at  a  little  distance,  a 
small  crowd  gathered  aroimd  some  object ;  and 
soon,  to  his  inexpressible  surprise,  beheld  his 
fiither,  dressed,  in  his  wheel-chair,  out  of  doors, 
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giving  directions  about  laying  the  foundations 
of  a  house  he  had  undertaken  to  build.  The 
old  king  at  the  sight  of  his  son  threw  open  his 
arms,  and  Frederick,  kneeling  before  him,  bur- 
ied his  face  in  his  father's  lap,  and  they  wept 
together.  The  affecting  scene  forced  tears  into 
the  eyes  of  all  the  by-standers.  Frederick  Will- 
iam, upon  recovering  from  a  fainting  fit,  liad 
insisted  that  he  would  not  die,  and  had  com- 
pelled his  attendants  to  dress  him  and  conduct 
him  to  the  open  air. 

But  the  exertion,  and  the  emotion  occasioned 
by  the  interview  with  his  son,  prostrated  him 
again.  He  was  taken  back  into  his  palace  and 
to  his  bed  more  dead  than  alive.  Reviving  a 
little  in  the  afternoon,  he  dictated  to  Frederick 
all  the  arrangements  he  wished  to  have  adopted 
in  reference  to  his  funeral.  This  curious  doc- 
ument is  characteristic,  in  every  line,  of  the 
strange  man.  His  coffin,  which  was  of  massive 
oak  carpentry,  had  been  made  for  some  time, 
and  was  in  the  king's  chamber,  awaiting  its  oc- 
cupant. He  not  unfrequently,  with  affected  or 
real  complacency,  fixed  his  eyes  upon  it,  saying, 
"  I  shall  sleep  right  well  there."  In  the  minute 
directions  to  his  son  as  to  his  burial,  he  said : 

"As  soon  as  I  am  dead  my  body  must  be 
washed,  a  white  shirt  must  be  placed  upon  it, 
and  it  must  be  stretched  out  upon  a  table. 
They  must  then  shave  and  wash  me  and  cover 
me  with  a  sheet.  After  four  hours  my  body- 
must  be  opened.  The  surgeons  of  the  regi- 
ments in  town  will  examine  into  the  malady 
which  has  caused  my  death.  They  will  then 
dress  me  in  my  best  clothes,  M  ith  all  my  deco- 
rations. Then  I  am  to  be  placed  in  my  coffin, 
and  thus  left  all  night, 

"The  next  day  the  battalions  will  be  formed 
in  complete  order,  each  grenadier  Avith  three 
cartridges.  Crape  will  be  placed  about  the  col- 
ors, the  drums,  the  fifes,  and  hautboys.  Every 
officer  Avill  have  crape  on  his  hat,  around  his 
arm,  and  on  the  hilt  of  his  sword.  The  funeral 
car  will  be  placed  near  the  green  staircase,  with 
the  heads  of  the  horses  toward  the  river.  Eight 
captains  of  my  regiment  will  carry  me  toward 
the  funeral  car.  These  eight  captains  will  also 
take  me  out  of  the  car  and  carry  me  into  the 
church. 

"As  soon  as  the  car  shall  begin  to  move,  the 
drums  shall  beat  the  dead  march,  and  the  haut- 
boys shall  play  the  well-known  anthem,  'O 
blessed  head,  covered  with  blood  and  wounds!' 
The  car  will  stop  at  the  iron  gate.  The  regi-  j 
ment  will  defile  before  it.  My  two  sons  Au- 
gustus William  and  Henry  will  remain  with  the 
regiment.  You,  as  my  eldest  son,  with  little 
Ferdinand,  my  youngest  son,  will  walk  in  uni- 
form behind  the  car. 

"When  the  body  has  been  carried  into  the 
church  there  shall  be  placed  upon  the  coffin  my 
handsomest  sword,  my  best  scarf,  a  pair  of  gilt 
spurs,  and  a  gilt  helmet.  There  shall  be  brought 
from  Berlin  twenty-four  six-pounders,  which 
shall  make  twelve  discharges  singly.  Then  the 
battalions  will  fire. 
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"I  forbid  any  funeral  sermon  to  be  preached 
over  me.  In  the  evening  a  festival  will  be  giv- 
en in  the  great  room  in  the  garden.  The  cask 
of  hock  which  I  have  in  my  cellar  must  be 
opened.  At  this  repast  good  wine  alone  shall 
be  drank. 

"A  fortnight  after  a  funeral  sermon  shall  be 
preached  for  me  in  all  the  churches.  The  text 
shall  be,  'I  have  fought  a  good  fight;  I  have 
finished  my  course;  I  have  kept  the  faith.' 
They  shall  not  speak  any  thing  of  my  life,  of 
my  actions,  nor  any  thing  personal  of  me.  But 
they  shall  tell  the  people  that  I  confessed  my 
sins,  and  that  I  died  in  full  confidence  of  the 
goodness  of  God  and  of  my  Saviour." 

During  the  next  three  days  the  king  suflfered 
much  from  Aveakness  and  a  violent  cough.  He 
Avas  often  heard  murmuring  prayers,  and  Avoukl 
say  to  those  around  him,  "Pray  for  me;  pray 
for  me."  Several  times  he  pathetically  ex- 
claimed, "Lord,  enter  not  into  judgment  Avith 
thy  servant,  for  in  thy  sight  shall  no  man  liv- 
ing be  justified,"  A  faA'orite  hymn  Avas  often 
sung  to  him  containing  the  Avords,  "Naked 
came  I  into  the  Avorld,  and  naked  shall  I  go 
out  of  it."  At  this  passage  he  repeatedly  ex- 
claimed, Avith  much  vivacity,  as  though  it  Avere 
an  admirable  joke:  "No,  not  quite  naked;  I 
shall  haA-e  my  uniform  on." 

At  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  j\[ay  31  he 
sent  for  a  clergyman,  M.  Cochins,  and  seemed 
to  be  in  great  distress,  both  of  body  and  of  mind. 
"I  fear,"  said  he,  "that  I  have  a  great  deal  of 
pain  yet  to  suffer.  I  can  remember  nothing.  I 
can  not  pray.  I  haA'e  forgotten  all  my  prayers." 
M.  Cochius  endeavored  to  console  him.  At 
the  close  of  the  intervicAv  the  king  said,  sad- 
ly:  "Fare  thee  aa'cII,  We  shall  most  probably 
never  meet  again  in  this  AA  orld."  He  A\'as  then 
rolled,  in  his  Avheel-chair,  into  the  chamber  of 
the  queen. 

"Oh,  Feekin,  my  Feekin!"  said  he,  "thou 
must  rise  and  help  me  Avhat  thou  canst.  This 
day  I  am  going  to  die.  Thou  must  be  Avith 
me  this  day." 

The  dying  king  strangely  decided,  at  that 
late  hour,  to  abdicate.  All  the  officials  Avere 
hurriedly  summoned  to  his  chamber.  The 
poor  old  man,  bandaged,  Avith  his  night-cap 
on,  and  a  mantle  thrown  over  him,  Avas  Avheel- 
ed  into  the  ante-room  Avhere  the  company  Avas 
assembled.  As  he  saAv  Pollnitz  he  exclaimed, 
sadly,  "It  is  all  over."  Noticing  one  in  tears, 
]je  said  to  him,  kindly,  "Nay,  my  friend;  this 
is  a  debt  Ave  all  have  to  pay."  The  king  then 
solemnly  abdicated  in  favor  of  his  "good  son 
Frederick."  The  deed  Avas  made  out,  signed, 
and  sealed.  But  scarcely  Avas  it  executed  ere 
the  king  fainted,  and  Avas  carried  to  his  bed. 
Still  the  expiring  lamp  of  life  flickered  in  its 
socket.  About  eleven  o'clock  the  clergymar^^  j 
M,  Cochius,  Avas  sent  for.  The  king  was  /ft' 
his  bed,  apparently  speechless.  He,  however, 
revived  a  little,  and  was  in  great  pain,  often 
exclaiming,  "Pray  for  me;  jjray  for  me;  my 
trust  is  in  the  Saviour."    He  called  for  a  mir- 
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ror,  and  carefully  examined  his  face  for  some 
moments,  saying,  at  intervals:  "Not  so  worn 
out  as  I  thought."  "An  ugly  face."  "As  good 
as  dead  already."^ 

He  then  summoned  his  physician,  M.  Pitsch, 
and  said  :  "Peel  my  pulse.  Tejl  me  how  long 
this  will  last." 

The  physician  replied,  "Alas!  not  long." 

"  Say  not  alas,"  added  the  king.  "But  how 
do  you  know  ?" 

"The  pulse  is  gone,"  the  physician  said, 
sadly. 

The  king  seemed  surprised,  raised  his  hand, 
opening  and  shutting  the  fingers,  and  then  said : 
"  It  is  impossible.  How  could  I  move  my  fin- 
gers so  if  the  pulse  were  gone  ?" 

M.  Pitsch  made  no  reply.  The  king,  proba- 
bly feeling  at  the  moment  some  physical  moni- 
tion of  approaching  death,  cried  out:  "Lord 
Jesus,  to  thee  I  live.  Lord  Jesus,  to  thee  I 
die.    In  life  and  in  death  thou  art  my  gain." 

These  were  his  last  words.  He  fainted,  and, 
after  a  few  gasps,  died.  It  was  about  two- 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  Tuesday,  the  31st 
of  May,  1740.  Thus  the  soul  of  Frederick 
William  passed  to  the  spirit  land,  in  the  fifty- 
first  year  of  its  sojourn  here  on  earth. 

The  king  having  breathed  his  last,  Frederick, 
in  tears,  retired  to  a  private  room,  there  to  re- 
flect upon  the  sad  receding  past,  and  upon  the 
opening  future,  with  the  vast  responsibilities 
thus  suddenly  thrown  upon  him.  He  was  now 
king  of  Prussia  ;  and  not  only  absolute  master 
of  himself,  but  absolute  monarch  over  a  realm 
containing  two  millions  two  hundred  and  forty 
thousand  souls.  He  was  restrained  by  no  par- 
liament, no  constitution,  no  customs  or  laws 
superior  to  his  own  resolves.  He  could  take 
advice  of  others,  and  call  energetic  men  to  his 
aid  ;  but  his  will  alone  was  sovereign. 

The  Prussian  kingdom,  which  thus  fell  to 
Frederick  by  "divine  right,"  consisted  of  an 
assemblage  of  duchies,  marquisates,  principal- 
ities, and  lordships,  comprising  an  area  of 
nearly  fifty-seven  thousand  square  miles,  being 
about  the  size  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  and 
very  similarly  situated  as  to  climate  and  soil. 
It  was  unfortunately  not  a  compact  country, 
as  several  of  the  states  could  only  be  reached 
by  passing  through  the  territories  of  other  pow- 
ers. The  annual  revenue  amounted  to  a  little 
over  six  million  dollars.  There  was  also  in  the 
treasury  a  sum,  which  Frederick  William  had 
saved,  of  about  seven  million  dollars.  The 
army  consisted  of  seventy-six  thousand  men, 


1  Bielfeld  informs  us  that  "about  one  in  tlie  after- 
noon,he  sent  for  Ellert,  liis  first  physician,  and  asked 
him  if  he  thought  that  his  life  and  his  sufferings  could 
continue  long,  and  if  the  agonies  of  his  last  moments 
would  be  great.  The  physician  answered :  '  Your  ma- 
jesty has  already  arrived  at  that  period.  I  feel  the 
pulse  retire.   It  now  beats  below  your  elbow.' 

"The  king  inquired,  'Where  will  it  retire  at  last?' 

"  '  To  the  heart,'  the  doctor  replied.  '  And  in  about 
an  hour  it  will  cease  to  beat  at  all.' 

"On  which  the  king  said,  Avith  perfect  resignation, 
'  God's  will  be  done  !' " — Letters,  iii.  p.  127. 


in  the  highest  state  of  discipline,  and  abund- 
antly furnished  with  all  the  materiel  of  war. 

Quite  an  entire  change  seemed  immediately 
to  take  place  in  the  character  of  the  young 
king.  M.  Bielfeld  was  the  first  who  was  in- 
troduced to  his  apartment  after  the  death  of 
Frederick  William.  Frederick  was  in  tears, 
and  seemed  much  affected. 

"You  do  not  knoAv,"  said  he  to  M.  Bielfeld, 
"what  I  have  lost  in  losing  my  father." 

"It  is  true,  sire,"  Bielfeld  replied;  "but  I 
know  very  well  what  you  have  gained  in  getting 
a  kingdom.  Your  loss  is  great,  but  your  mo- 
tives for  consolation  are  very  powerful." 

The  king  smiled,  and  immediately  entered 
very  vigorously  upon  business.  It  was  not  pos- 
sible, under  these  circumstances,  for  him  deeply 
to  mourn  over  the  death  of  so  tyrannical  a  fa- 
ther. Frederick  was  twenty-eight  years  of  age. 
He  is  described  as  a  handsome  young  man,  five 
feet  seven  inches  in  stature,  and  of  graceful 
presence.  The  funeral  ceremonies  of  the  de- 
ceased monarch  were  conducted  essentially  ac- 
cording to  the  programme  already  given.  The 
body  of  the  king  mouldered  to  dust  in  the  sepul- 
chre of  his  fathers.  His  spirit  returned  to  the 
God  who  gave  it. 

"The  mind  is  its  own  place,  and  in  itself 
Can  make  a  heaven  of  hell,  a  hell  of  heaven." 

If  these  words  are  true,  which  Milton  places 
in  the  lips  of  the  apostate  fiend,  it  is  appalling 
to  think  of  the  ungoverned  and  ungovernable 
spirit  with  which  the  king  entered  the  unseen 
world.  We  know  not  that  there  is  any  power 
in  the  alembic  of  death  to  transform  the  char- 
acter. And  certain  it  is  that  if  Frederick  Will- 
iam carried  with  him  to  the  abode  of  spirits  the 
same  character  which  he  cherished  in  this  world, 
there  are  but  few  Avho  could  be  rendered  happy 
by  his  society.  But  we  must  leave  him  with  his 
God,  and  return  to  the  stormy  scenes  upon  which 
his  son  now  entered. 

The  young  sovereign  commenced  his  reign 
with  the  utterance  of  very  noble  sentiments. 
The  day  after  his  accession  he  assembled  the 
chief  officers  of  his  father  to  administer  to 
them  the  oath  of  allegiance.  He  urged  them 
to  be  humane  in  the  exercise  of  all  authority 
which  might  be  delegated  to  them. 

"Our  grand  care,"  said  he,  "will  be  to  fur- 
ther the  country's  well-being,  and  to  make  ev- 
ery one  of  our  subjects  contented  and  happy. 
If  it  ever  chance  that  my  particular  interest 
and  the  general  good  of  my  countries  should 
seem  to  conflict,  it  is  my  wish  that  the  latter 
should  always  be  preferred." 

His  conduct  was  in  accordance  with  these 
professions.  The  winter  had  been  intensely 
cold.  The  spring  was  late  and  wet.  There 
was  almost  a  famine  in  the  land.  The  public 
granaries,  which  the  foresight  of  his  father  had 
established,  contained  large  stores  of  grain, 
which  Avere  distributed  to  the  poor  at  very  Ioav 
prices.  A  thousand  aged  and  destitute  avo- 
men  in  Berlin  Avere  provided  Avith  rooms,  Avell 
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warmed,  where  they  spun  in  the  service  of  the 
king,  with  good  wages,  and  in  their  grateful 
hearts  ever  thanking  their  benefactor.  He 
abolished  the  use  of  torture  in  criminal  trials, 
not  forgetting  tliat  he  himself  had  come  very 
near  having  his  limbs  stretclied  upon  the  rack. 
This  important  decree,  which  was  hailed  with 
joy  all  over  Prussia,  was  issued  the  third  day 
after  his  accession. 

Very  vigorous  measures  were  immediately 
adopted  to  establish  an  Academy  of  Sciences. 
The  celebrated  French  philosopher  Mauper- 
tuis,  who  had  just  obtained  great  renown  from 
measuring  a  degree  of  the  meridian  at  the 
polar  circle,  was  invited  to  organize  this  very 
important  institute.  The  letter  to  the  philos- 
opher, written  by  the  king  but  a  few  days  after 
his  accession,  was  as  follows  : 

"My  heart  and  my  inclination  excited  in 
me,  from  the  moment  I  mounted  the  throne, 
the  desire  of  having  you  here,  that  you  might 
put  our  Berlin  Academy  in  the  shape  you  alone 
are  capable  of  giving  it.  Come  then,  come, 
and  insert  into  this  wild  crab-tree  the  sciences, 
that  it  may  bear  fruit.  You  have  shown  the 
figure  of  the  earth  to  mankind.  Show  also  to 
a  king  how  sweet  it  is  to  possess  such  a  man  as 
you. 

"  Monsieur  De  Maupertuis,  your  very  affec- 
tionate Frederic." 

On  the  22d  of  June  a  complaint  was  made  to 
the  king  that  the  Roman  Catholic  schools  were 
perverted  to  seducing  Protestants  to  become 
Catholics.  Frederick  returned  the  complaint 
with  the  following  words  written  upon  the  mar- 
gin: 

"All  religions  must  be  tolerated,  and  the 
king's  solicitor  must  have  an  eye  that  none  of 
them  make  unjust  encroachments  on  the  other; 
for  in  this  country  every  man  must  get  to  heaven 
his  own  way." 

It  is  a  fact  Avorthy  of  mention,  as  illustrative 
of  the  neglect  with  which  the  king  had  regard- 
ed his  own  German  language  in  his  devotion 
to  the  French  tongue,  that  in  these  three  lines 
there  w'cre  eleven  words  wrongly  spelled. 

But  the  good  sense  of  the  utterance,  so  rare 
in  those  dark  days,  electrified  thousands  of 
minds.  It  drew  the  attention  of  Europe  to 
Frederick,  and  gave  him  wide-spread  renown. 

Under  Frederick  William  the  newspaper  press 
in  Berlin  amounted  to  nothing.  The  capital 
had  not  a  single  daily  paper.  Speedy  destruc- 
tion would  crush  any  writer  who  in  journal, 
pamphlet,  or  book  should  publish  any  thing 
displeasing  to  the  king.  Frederick  proclaimed 
freedom  of  the  press.  Two  newspapers  were 
established  in  Berlin,  one  in  French  and  one  in 
German.  Distinguished  men  were  selected  to 
edit  them.  One  was  a  noted  writer  from  Ham- 
burg. Frederick,  in  his  absolutism,  had  adopt- 
ed the  resolve  not  to  interfere  with  the  freedom 
of  the  press  unless  there  were  some  gross  viola- 
tion of  what  he  deemed  proper.  He  allowed 
very  bitter  satires  to  be  circulated  in  Berlin 
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against  himself,  simply  replying  to  the  remon- 
strances of  his  ministers,  '■'■The  press  is  free,''' 

Such  were  the  measures  adopted  during  the 
first  week  of  Frederick's  reign.  He  soon  abol- 
ished the  enormously  expensive  regiment  of 
giants,  and  organized,  instead  of  them,  four 
regiments  composed  of  men  of  the  usual  stat- 
ure.' Within  a  few  months  he  added  sixteen 
thousand  men  to  his  already  large  army,  thus 
raising  the  number  of  the  standing  army  of  his 
little  realm  to  over  ninety  thousand  men.  He 
compelled  his  old  associates  to  feel,  and  some 
of  them  very  keenly,  that  he  was  no  longer  their 
comrade,  but  their  king.  One  of  the  veteran 
and  most  honored  officers  of  Frederick  William, 
in  his  expressions  of  condolence  and  congrat- 
ulation, ventured  to  suggest  the  hope  that  he 
and  his  sons  might  continue  to  "occupy  the 
same  posts  and  retain  the  same  authority  as  in 
the  last  reign." 

"You  will  retain  your  posts,''  said  the  king, 
severely.  "  I  have  no  thought  of  making  any 
change.  But,  as  to  autJiority,  I  know  of  none 
there  can  be  but  what  resides  in  the  king  that 
is  sovereign." 

The  marquis  of  Schwedt  advanced  to  meet 
the  new-made  sovereign,  his  face  beaming  jo- 
vially, and  with  outstretched  hands,  as  in  the 
days  of  their  old  companionship.  Frederick, 
fixing  his  cold  eye  steadfastly  upon  him,  almost 
floored  him  with  the  rebuff,  "My  cousin,  I  am 
now  king." 

General  Schulenburg,  trembling  in  memory 
of  the  fact  that  he  had  once,  in  court-martial, 
given  his  vote  in  fovor  of  beheading  the  crown 
prince,  hastened  from  his  post  at  Landsberg  to 
congratulate  the  prince  upon  his  accession  to 
the  throne.  To  his  extreme  chagrin  and  in- 
dignation, he  Avas  repelled  by  the  words,  "An 
officer  should  not  quit  his  post  without  order. 
Return  immediately  to  Landsberg." 

As  an  administrative  officer  the  young  sov- 
ereign was  inexorable  and  heartless  in  the  ex- 
treme. Those  who  had  befriended  him  in  the 
days  of  his  adversity  were  not  remembered 
with  any  profusion  of  thanks  or  favors.  Those 
who  had  been  in  sympathy  with  his  father  in 
his  persecution  of  the  crown  prince  encountered 
no  spirit  of  revenge.  Apparently  dead  to  af- 
fection, and  obliviovis  of  the  past,  the  young 
sovereign  only  sought  for  those  agents  who 
could  best  assist  him  in  the  Avork  to  which  he 
now  consecrated  all  his  energies — the  endeavor 
to  aggrandize  the  kingdom  of  Prussia.  Poor 


1  Frederick  William,  in  his  reviews  of  the  giant 
gnard,  was  frequently  attended  by  the  foreign  minis- 
ters who  chanced  to  be  at  his  court.  On  one  of  these 
occasions  he  asked  the  French  minister  if  he  thought 
that  an  equal  number  of  the  soldiers  of  France  would 
venture  to  engage  with  these  troops.  With  polite- 
ness, characteristic  of  the  nation,  the  minister  replied 
that  it  was  impossible  that  men  of  the  ordinary  stat- 
ure should  think  of  such  an  attempt.  The  same  ques- 
tion was  asked  of  the  English  embassador.  He  re- 
plied: "I  can  not  affirm  that  an  equal  number  of  my 
countrymen  would  beat  them,  but  I  think  that  I  may 
safely  say  that  half  the  number  would  try." 
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Doris  Ritter  received  but  a  trivial  pension  for 
her  terrible  wrongs.  Lieutenant  Keith,  his 
friend  and  confederate  in  his  contemplated 
flight,  who  had  barely  escaped  with  nis  life  from 
Wesel,  after  ten  years  of  exile,  hastened  home, 
hoping  that  his  faithful  services  and  sufferings 
would  meet  with  a  reward.  The  king  appoint- 
ed him  merely  lieutenant  colonel,  with  scarce- 
ly sufficient  income  to  keep  him  from  absolute 
want.  Perhaps  the  king  judged  that  the  young 
man  was  not  capable  of  filling,  to  the  advant- 
age of  the  state,  a  higher  station,  and  he  had 
no  idea  of  sacrificing  his  interests  to  gratitude. 

Ten  years  later  the  king  made  poor  Keith  a 
present  of  a  purse  of  gold,  containing  about 
seven  thousand  dollars,  under  circumstances 
which  reflected  much  credit  upon  the  donor. 
In  the  following  quaint  style  Carlyle  records 
the  incident : 

"The  king  did  a  beautiful  thing  to  lieuten- 
ant Keith  the  other  day — that  poor  Keith  Avho 
was  nailed  to  the  gallows,  in  effigy,  for  him  at 
Wesel,  long  ago,  and  got  far  less  than  he  ex- 
pected. The  other  day  there  had  been  a  grand 
review,  part  of  it  extending  into  IMadame 
Knyphausen's  grounds,  who  is  Keith's  mother- 
in-law. 

"  '  Monsieur  Keith,'  said  the  king  to  him,  '  I 
am  sorry  we  had  to  spoil  Madame's  fine  shrub- 
bery by  our  manoiuvres ;  have  the  goodness  to 
give  her  that,  with  my  apologies,'  and  handed 
him  a  pretty  casket  with  key  to  it,  and  in  the 
interior  10,000  crowns. 

"Not  a  shrub  of  Madame's  had  been  cut  or 
injured.  But  the  king,  you  see,  would  count 
it  £1500  of  damage  done,  and  here  is  acknowl- 
edgment for  it,  which  please  accept.  Is  not 
that  a  gracious  little  touch  ?" 

One  wretched  man,  who  had  been  the  guilty 
accomplice  of  the  crown  prince  in  former  scenes 
of  guilt  and  shame,  was  so  troubled  by  the  neg- 
lect with  which  he  was  treated  that  he  hanged 
himself. 

Frederick,  as  crown  prince,  had  been  quite 
methodical  in  the  distribution  of  his  time,  and 
had  cultivated  rigid  habits  of  industry.  Now, 
fully  conscious  of  the  immense  duties  and  cares 
which  would  devolve  upon  him  as  king,  he  en- 
tered into  a  very  systematic  arrangement  of  the 
employments  of  each  hour,  to  which  he  rigidly 
adhered  during  nearly  the  whole  of  his  reign 
of  forty-six  years.  He  ordered  his  servants  to 
wake  him  at  four  o'clock  every  morning.  Be- 
ing naturally  inclined  to  sleep,  he  found  it  hard 
to  shake  of^'  his  lethargy.  The  attendants  Avere 
therefore  directed,  every  morning,  to  place  upon 
his  forehead  a  towel  dipped  in  cold  water.  He 
thus  continued  to  rise  at  four  o'clock,  summer 
and  winter,  until  an  advanced  age. 

A  single  servant  lit  his  fire,  shaved  him,  and 
dressed  his  hair.  He  always  wore  the  uniform 
of  his  guards,  and  allowed  only  fifteen  minutes 
for  his  morning  toilet.  He  did  not  indulge  in 
the  luxury  of  slippers  or  dressing-gown,  though 
occasionally,  when  ill,  he  put  on  a  sort  of  linen 
wrapper,  but  even  then  he  wore  his  military 


boots.  Only  on  one  day  in  the  year  did  he 
appear  in  silk  stockings,  and  that  was  on  the 
birthday  of  his  neglected  wife,  when  he  formally 
called  upon  her  with  his  congratulations. 

The  ordinary  routine  of  the  day,  when  not 
absent  on  travels  or  campaigns,  was  as  fol- 
lows :  As  soon  as  dressed,  one  of  his  pages 
brought  the  packet  of  letters.  The  number 
was  usually  very  large.  He  employed  himself 
in  reading  these  letters  till  eight  o'clock.  By 
a  particular  style  of  folding  he  designated  those 
to  which  no  reply  was  to  be  returned,  those  to 
which  there  was  to  be  an  immediate  reply,  and 
those  which  required  further  consideration.  At 
eight  o'clock  one  of  the  four  secretaries  of  the 
cabinet  entered,  took  the  three  parcels,  and, 
while  the  king  was  breakfasting,  received  from 
him  very  briefly  the  character  of  the  response  to 
be  made.  At  nine  o'clock  Frederick  received  one 
of  the  general  officers,  and  arranged  with  him  all 
the  military  affairs  of  the  day,  usually  dismiss- 
ing him  loaded  with  business.  At  ten  o'clock 
he  reviewed  some  one  of  the  regiments;  and 
then,  after  attending  parade,  devoted  himself 
to  literary  pursuits  or  private  correspondence 
until  dinner-time.  This  was  the  portion  of 
the  day  he  usually  appropriated  to  authorship. 
He  was  accustomed  to  compose,  both  in  prose 
and  verse,  while  slowly  traversing  the  graveled 
walks  of  his  garden.  He  Avas  particularly  fond 
of  dogs  of  the  graceful  greyhound  breed,  and 
might  often  be  seen  Avith  book  and  pencil  in 
his  hand,  in  the  shady  Avalks,  Avith  three  or  four 
Italian  greyhounds  gamboling  around  him,  ap- 
parently entirely  absorbed  in  deep  meditation. 
A  page  usually  foUoAved  at  a  short  distance  be- 
hind, to  attend  his  call.  At  tAvelve  o'clock  he 
dined  Avith  invited  guests.  As  quite  a  number 
of  distinguished  men  ahvays  met  at  his  table, 
and  the  king  Avas  very  fond  of  good  living,  as 
Avell  as  of  the  "  feast  of  reason  and  the  floAv  of 
soul,"  the  repast  Avas  frequently  prolonged  until 
nearly  three  o'clock.  At  dinner  he  Avas  very 
social,  priding  himself  not  a  little  upon  his  con- 
versational poAvers. 

In  pleasant  Aveather  he  took  a  long  Avalk 
after  dinner,  and  generally  at  so  rapid  a  pace 
that  it  A\as  difficult  for  most  persons  to  keep 
up  Avith  him.  At  four  o'clock  the  secretaries 
brought  to  him  the  ansAvers  to  the  letters  Avhich 
they  had  received  from  him  in  the  morning. 
He  glanced  them  over,  examining  some  Avith 
care.  Then  until  six  o'clock  he  devoted  him- 
self to  reading,  to  literary  compositions,  and  to 
the  affairs  of  the  Academy,  in  Avhich  he  took  a 
A'ery  deep  interest.  At  six  o'clock  he  had  a 
private  musical  concert,  at  AA'hich  he  performed 
himself  upon  the  flute.  He  Avas  passionately 
fond  of  this  instrument,  and  continued  to  play 
upon  it  until,  in  old  age,  his  teeth  decaying,  he 
AA'as  unable  to  produce  the  sounds  he  A\'ished. 

After  the  concert,  which  usually  continued 
an  hour,  he  engaged  in  conversation  until  ten 
o'clock.  He  then  took  supper  Avith  a  feAv 
friends,  and  at  eleven  retired  to  his  bed. 

To  his  mother  he  Avas  very  considerate  in  all 
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the  manifestations  of  filial  affection,  while,  at 
the  same  time,  he  caused  her  very  distinctly  to 
imderstand  that  she  was  to  take  no  share  what- 
ever in  the  af!airs  of  government.  When  she 
addressed  him,  upon  his  accession  to  the  throne, 
as  "  Your  Majesty,"  he  replied :  "  Call  me  son. 
That  is  the  title  of  all  others  most  agreeahle  to 
me."  He  decreed  to  her  the  title  of  "  Iler  Ma- 
jesty the  Queen-Mother. "  The  palace  of  Mon- 
bijou  was  assigned  her,' where  she  was  surround- 
ed with  every  luxury,  treated  with  the  most  dis- 
tinguished attention,  and  her  court  was  the  ac- 
knowledged centre  of  fashionable  society. 

He  seems  ever  to  have  treated  his  nominal 
wife,  queen  Elizabeth,  politely.  For  some 
months  after  the  accession  she  Avas  quite  prom- 
inent in  his  public  attentions  to  her.  But  these 
intervals  of  association  grew  gradually  more 
rare,  until  after  three  or  four  years  they  ceased 
almost  entirely. 

Frederick,  under  the  tutelage  of  his  stern 
father,  had  not  enjoyed  the  privileges  of  for- 
eign travel.  While  other  princes  of  far  hum- 
bler expectations  were  taking  the  grand  tour 
of  Europe,  the  crown  prince  was  virtually  im- 
prisoned in  the  barracks,  day  after  day,  en- 
gaged in  the  dull  routine  of  drilling  the  giant 
guard.  After  the  death  of  his  father  he  did 
not  condescend  to  be  crowned,  proudly  assum- 
ing, in  contradiction  to  some  of  his  earlier 
teachings,  that  the  crown  was  already  placed 
upon  his  brow  by  Divine  power.  He,  however, 
exacted  from  the  people  throughout  his  realms 
oaths  of  allegiance,  and  in  person  visited  sev- 
eral of  the  principal  cities  to  administer  those 
oaths  with  much  pomp  of  ceremony.  The 
Danish  envoy,  writing  home  to  his  government 
respecting  the  administration  of  Frederick, 
says : 

"I  must  observe  that  hitherto  the  king  of 
Prussia  does,  as  it  were,  every  thing  himself ; 
and  that,  excepting  the  finance  minister,  who 
preaches  frugality,  and  finds  for  that  doctrine 
uncommon  acceptance,  his  majesty  allows  no 
counseling  from  any  minister.  So  that  the 
minister  for  foreign  affairs  has  nothing  to  do 
but  to  expedite  the  orders  he  receives,  his  ad- 
vice not  being  asked  upon  any  matter.  And 
so  it  is  with  the  other  ministers." 

On  the  12th  of  June,  but  a  fortnight  after 
his  accession,  Frederick  wrote  from  Charlot- 
tenburg  to  Voltaire,  who  was  then  at  Brussels, 
as  follows : 

"  My  dear  Voltaire, — Resist  no  longer  the 
eagerness  I  have  to  see  you.  Do,  in  my  fa- 
vor, whatever  your  humanity  allows.  In  the 
end  of  August  I  go  to  Wesel,  and  perhaps  far- 
ther. Promise  that  you  will  come  and  join  me, 
for  I  could  not  live  happy  nor  die  tranquil  with- 
out having  embraced  you.  Thousand  compli- 
ments to  the  marquise"  (Madame  Du  Chatelct, 
the  divine  Emilie).  "  I  am  busy  with  both  hands 
— working  at  the  army  with  one  hand,  at  the 
people  and  the  fine  arts  with  the  other." 

It  would  seem  that  Frederick  was  not  very 
willing  to  receive,  as  his  guest,  the  divine  Emilie, 
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Avho  occupied  so  questionable  a  position  in  the 
household  of  Voltaire.  For  he  wrote  again,  on 
the  5th  of  August,  in  reply  to  a  letter  from  Vol- 
taire, saying : 

"  I  will  write  to  Madame  Du  Chatelet  in  com- 
pliance with  your  wish.  To  speak  to  you  frank- 
ly concerning  her  journey,  it  is  Voltaire,  it  is 
you,  it  is  my  friend,  that  I  desire  to  see.  I  can 
not  say  whether  I  shall  travel  or  not  travel. 
Adieu,  dear  friend,  sublime  spirit,  first-born  of 
thinking  beings.  Love  me  always  sincerely, 
and  be  persuaded  that  none  can  love  and  es- 
teem you  more  than  I." 

Again  the  next  day  he  wrote  : 

"You  will  have  received  a  letter  from  me 
dated  yesterday.  This  is  the  second  I  write  to 
you  from  Berlin.  I  refer  you  to  what  was  in 
the  other.  If  it  must  be  that  Emilie  accom- 
pany Apollo,  I  consent.  But  if  I  could  see  you 
alone,  that  is  what  I  should  prefer.  I  should 
be  too  much  dazzled.  I  could  not  stand  so 
much  splendor  all  at  once.  It  would  overpower 
me.  I  should  need  the  veil  of  Moses  to  tem- 
per the  united  radiance  of  your  two  divinities." 

In  return  Voltaire  compliments  the  king  very 
profusely.  Speaking  of  the  book  of  the  royal 
author,  the  Anti-Madiiavel,  he  writes : 

"It  is  a  monument  for  the  latest  posterity; 
the  only  book  worthy  of  a  king  for  these  fifteen 
hundred  years."* 

Frederick  was  very  desirous  of  visiting  France, 
whose  literature,  science,  and  distinguished  men 
he  so  greatly  admired.  Early  Monday  morn- 
ing, the  loth  of  August,  the  king  left  Potsdam 
to  visit  his  sister  Wilhelmina,  intending  then  to 
continue  his  journey  incognito  into  France,  and, 
if  circumstances  favored,  as  ftir  as  Paris.  The 
king  assumed  the  name  of  the  count  Dufour. 
His  next  younger  brother,  William,  eighteen 
years  of  age,  accompanied  him,  also  under  an 
assumed  name.  William  was  now  crown  prince, 
to  inherit  the  throne  should  Frederick  leave  no 
children.  Six  other  gentlemen  composed  the 
party.    They  traveled  in  two  coaches,  with  but 


1  Voltaire,  after  he  had  quarreled  with  Frederick, 
gave  the  following  amusing  account  of  a  gift  he  re- 
ceived from  the  king  soon  after  his  accession  to  the 
throne :  "  He  began  his  reign  by  sending  an  embassa- 
dor exti-aordinary  to  France,  one  Camas,  who  had  lost 
an  arm.  He  said  that  as  there  was  a  minister  from 
the  French  court  at  Berlin  who  had  but  one  hand,  he, 
that  he  might  acquit  himself  of  all  obligation  toward 
the  most  Christian  king,  had  sent  him  an  embassador 
with  one  arm.  Camas,  as  soon  as  he  arrived  safe  at 
his  inn,  dispatched  a  lad  to  me  to  tell  me  that  he  was 
too  much  fatigued  to  come  to  my  house,  and  therefore 
begged  that  I  would  come  to  him  instantly,  he  having 
the  linest,  greatest,  and  most  magnificent  present  that 
was  ever  presented  to  make  me  on  the  part  of  the 
king  his  master.  '  Run,  run,  as  fast  as  you  can,'  said 
Madame  Du  Chatelet ;  '  he  has  assuredly  sent  you  the 
diamonds  of  the  crown.'  Away  I  ran,  and  found  ray 
embassador,  whose  only  baggage  was  a  small  keg  of 
wine,  tied  behind  his  chaise,  sent  from  the  cellar  of 
the  late  king  by  the  reigning  monarch,  with  a  royal 
command  for  me  to  drink.  I  emptied  myself  in  pro- 
testations of  astonishment  and  gratitude  for  these 
liquid  marks  of  his  majesty's  bounty,  instead  of  the 
solid  ones  I  had  been  taught  to  expect,  and  divided 
my  keg  with  Camas."— il/t'WioiVs,  p.  34. 
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few  attendants,  and  avoiding  unnecessary  dis- 
play. 

Frederick  spent  three  days  with  his  sister  at 
Baireuth.  Wilhelmina  was  disappointed  in  his 
appearance.  The  brotherly  affection  she  looked 
for  was  not  found.  He  was  cold,  stately,  dis- 
posed to  banter  her,  and  his  conversation  seemed 
"  set  on  stilts."  Leaving  Baireuth  the  king  con- 
tinued his  journey  very  rapidly  tov.ard  Stras- 
bourg. When  they  reached  Kehl,  on  the  east- 
ern banks  of  the  Rhine,  they  were  informed 
that  they  could  not  cross  the  river  without 
passports.  One  of  the  gentlemen  drew  up 
the  necessary  document,  which  the  king  sign- 
ed and  sealed  with  his  signet-ring.  The  curios- 
ity of  the  landlord  had  been  excited,  and  he 
watched  his  guests  from  a  closet.  Seeing  what 
was  done,  he  said  to  Frederstorf,  the  king's  val- 
et, "  Count  Dufour  is  the  king  of  Prussia,  Sir ; 
I  saw  him  sign  his  name."  He  was  bribed  to 
keep  the  secret. 

When  they  reached  Strasbourg  they  provided 
themselves  with  French  dresses.  The  king  and 
his  brother  put  up  at  different  inns,  that  they 
might  be  less  liable  to  suspicion.  Frederick, 
with  several  of  his  party,  took  lodgings  at  the 
Raven  Hotel.  He  sent  the  landlord  out  to  in- 
vite several  army  officers  to  sup  with  a  foreign 
gentleman,  count  Dufour,  from  Bohemia,  who 
was  an  entire  stranger  in  the  place.  Some  of 
the  officers  very  peremptorily  declined  the  in- 
vitation, considering  it  an  imposition.  Three, 
however,  allured  by  the  singularity  of  the  sum- 
mons, repaired  to  the  inn.  The  assumed  count 
received  them  with  great  courtesy,  apologized 
for  the  liberty  he  had  taken,  thanked  them  for 
their  kindness,  and  assured  them  that,  being  a 
stranger,  he  was  very  happy  to  make  the  ac- 
quaintance of  so  many  brave  officers,  whose  so- 
ciety he  valued  above  that  of  all  others. 

The  companions  of  the  king  were  well-bred 
men,  of  engaging  manners,  commanding  intel- 
ligence, and  accustomed  to  authority.  The  en- 
tertainment was  superb,  with  an  abundance  of 
the  richest  wines.  The  conversation  took  a 
wide  range,  and  was  interesting  and  exciting 
to  a  high  degree.  The  French  officers  were 
quite  bewildered  by  the  scene.  The  count  was 
perfect  master  of  the  French  language,  was 
very  brilliant  in  his  sallies,  and  seemed  per- 
fectly familiar  with  all  military  affairs.  He 
was  treated  with  remarkable  deference  by  his 
companions,  some  of  whom  Avere  far  his  supe- 
riors in  years. 

The  entertainment  was  prolonged  until  a  late 
hour  of  the  night.  The  delighted  guests,  as 
they  retired,  urged  their  host  to  attend  parade 
with  them  in  the  morning,  offering  to  come  in 
person  to  conduct  him  to  the  ground.  The 
count,  with  pleasure,  accepted  the  invitation. 
In  the  morning  he  was  escorted  to  the  ])arade- 
ground.  His  fame  spread  rapidly.  Friends 
multiplied.  He  was  invited  to  sup  with  the 
officers  in  the  evening,  and  accepted  the  invi- 
tation. Marshal  Broglio,  a  very  stately  gentle- 
man of  seventy  years,  Avas  military  governor  at 


Strasbourg.  The  count  and  one  of  his  compan- 
ions, the  distinguished  philosopher  count  Al- 
garotti,  were  invited  to  dine  with  the  marshal. 
The  supper  given  in  the  evening  by  the  officers 
was  brilliant.  They  then  repaired  to  the  opera. 
A  poor  little  girl  came  to  the  box  with  a  couple 
of  lottery  tickets  for  sale.  Frederick  gave  her 
four  ducats  ($25)  and  tore  up  the  tickets. 

Strasbourg  began  to  echo  vvith  the  fame  of  this 
foreign  count.  But  the  next  morning,  Thurs- 
day, August  25,  as  marshal  Broglio  was  walking 
on  the  Esplanade,  a  soldier,  who  had  formerly 
been  in  the  regiment  of  the  croAvn  prince  at 
Potsdam,  and  who  knew  the  crown  prince  per- 
fectly, having  seen  him  hundreds  of  times,  but 
who  had  deserted  and  entered  the  French  serv- 
ice, came  to  the  marshal  Avith  much  bowing  and 
embarrassment,  and  assured  him  that  count  Du- 
four was  no  less  than  the  king  of  Prussia. 

The  secret  was  now  out.  The  tidings  flew  in 
all  directions  that  the  king  of  Prussia  was  in 
Strasbourg  incognito.  The  king,  not  yet  aware 
of  the  detection,  called  upon  the  marshal.  A 
crowd  of  officers  gathered  eagerly  around.  The 
marshal  Avas  much  embarrassed  in  his  desire  to 
respect  the  incognito,  and  also  to  manifest  the 
consideration  due  to  a  sovereign.  No  one  yet 
ventured  to  address  him  as  king,  though  there 
Avere  many  indications  that  his  rank  Avas  begin- 
ning to  be  knoAvn.  Frederick  therefore  de- 
cided to  get  out  of  the  city  as  soon  as  possible. 
To  conceal  his  design  he  made  arrangements  to 
attend  the  theatre  Avith  the  marshal  in  the  even- 
ing. The  marshal  Avent  to  the  theatre  Avith  all 
his  officers.  The  building  Avas  croAvded  Avith 
the  multitude  hoping  to  see  the  king.  Bonfires 
began  to  blaze  in  the  streets,  and  shouts  Avere 
heard  of  "Long  live  the  king  of  Prussia."  Fred- 
erick hastily  collected  his  companions,  paid  his 
enormous  bill  at  the  Raven,  "  shot  off  like  light- 
ning," and  Avas  seen  in  Strasbourg  no  more. 

Voltaire  Avas  at  this  time  in  Brussels.  Fred- 
erick wrote  him,  from  Wesel,  under  date  of  2d 
September,  1740,  giving  a  narrative  of  his  ad- 
A-entures,  partly  in  prose,  partly  in  verse.  It 
Avas  a  long  communication,  the  rhyme  very 
much  like  that  Avhich  a  bright  school-girl  Avould 
Avrite  upon  the  gallop.  The  folloAving  specimen 
of  this  singular  production  Avill  give  the  reader 
a  sufficient  idea  of  the  AA'hole  : 

"My  dear  Voltaire, — You  wish  to  know 
Avhat  I  have  been  about  since  leaA'ing  Berlin. 
Annexed  you  Avill  find  a  description  of  it. 

"  I  have  just  finished  a  journey  intermingled 
Avith  singular  adventures,  sometimes  pleasant, 
sometimes  the  reverse.  You  knoAv  I  had  set 
out  for  Baireuth  to  see  a  sister  Avhom  I  love  no 
less  than  esteem.  On  the  road  Algarotti  and  I 
consulted  the  map  to  settle  our  route  for  return- 
ing by  Wesel.  Frankfort-on-the-Mayn  comes 
always  as  a  principal  stage.  Strasbourg  Avas  no 
great  roundabout.  We  chose  that  route  in  pref- 
erence. The  incognito  Avas  decided,  names  pitch- 
ed upon,  story  aa'c  Avere  to  tell.  In  fine,  all  AA-as 
arranged  as  Avell  as  possible.  We  fancied  Ave 
should  get  to  Strasbourg  in  three  days. 
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"Mais  le  ciel,  qni  de  tout  dispose, 
Regla  difteremment  la  chose. 
Avec  de  coursiers  efflanqnes, 
Et  des  paysans  eu  postilions  masques, 
Butors  de  race  iinpertiueute, 
Notre  carrosse  en  cent  lieux  accroche, 
Nous  allions  gravement  d'uue  allure  iudolente, 
Gravitaut  contre  les  rochers, 
L'airs  emus  par  le  bruyaut  tonuere. 
Les  torrents  d'eau  ropandus  sur  la  terre 
Du  dernier  jour  menagaient  les  humaius. 
Et  malgro  notre  impatience, 
Quatre  bons  jours  en  p6nitence 
Sont  pour  jamais  perdns  dans  les  charraius." 

"Had  all  our  fatalities  been  limited  to  stop- 
pages of  speed  on  the  journey,  we  should  have 
taken  patience.  But  after  frightful  roads  we 
found  lodgings  still  more  frightful." 

Then  came  another  strain  of  verse.  Thus 
the  prose  and  the  doggerel  were  interspersed 
through  the  long  narrative.  Though  very  truth- 
ful in  character,  it  was  a  school-boy  perform- 
ance— a  very  singular  document  indeed  to  be 
sent  to  the  most  brilliant  genius  of  that  age  by 
one  who  soon  proved  himself  to  be  the  ablest 
sovereign  in  Europe. 

AtWesel  the  king  met  Maupertuis,  to  whom 
we  have  already  alluded,  who  was  then  one  of 
the  greatest  of  European  celebrities.  His  dis- 
covery of  the  flattening  of  the  earth  at  the  poles 
had  given  him  such  renoAvn  that  the  kings  of 
Russia,  France,  and  Prussia  were  all  lavishing 
honors  upon  him.  It  Avas  a  great  gratification 
to  Frederick  tliat  he  had  secured  his  services 
in  organizing  the  Berlin  Academy.  While  at 
Wesel  the  king  was  seized  by  a  fever,  which 
shut  him  up  for  a  time  in  the  small  chateau 
of  Moyland.  He  had  never  yet  met  Vol- 
taire, and  being  very  anxious  to  see  him,  wrote 
to  him  as  follows,  nnder  date  of  September  C, 
1740: 

"My  dp:ar  Voltaire, — In  spite  of  myself  I 
have  to  yield  to  the  quartan  fever,  which  is 
more  tenacious  than  a  Jansenist.  And  what- 
ever desire  I  had  of  going  to  Antwerp  and 
Brussels,  I  find  myself  not  in  a  condition  to  un- 
dertake such  a  journey  without  risk.  I  would 
ask  of  you,  then,  if  the  road  from  Brussels  to 
Cleves  would  not  to  you  seem  too  long  for  a 
meeting.  It  is  the  one  means  of  seeing  you 
which  remains  to  me.  Confess  that  I  am  un- 
lucky ;  for  now,  when  I  could  dispose  of  my 
person,  and  nothing  hinders  me  from  seeing 
you,  the  fever  gets  its  hand  into  the  business, 
and  seems  to  intend  disputing  me  that  satisfac- 
tion. 

"Let  us  deceive  the  fever,  my  dear  Voltaire, 
and  let  me  have  at  least  the  pleasure  of  em- 
bracing you.  Make  my  best  excuses  to  ma- 
dame  the  marquise  that  I  can  not  have  tlie  sat- 
isfaction of  seeing  her  at  Brussels.  All  that 
are  about  me  know  the  intention  I  was  in, 
which  certainly  nothing  but  the  fever  could 
make  me  change. 

"  Sunday  next  I  shall  be  at  a  little  place  near 
Cleves,  where  I  shall  be  able  to  possess  you  at  j 
my  ease.    If  the  sight  of  you  don't  cure  me,  I  ! 


(But  Heaven,  which  of  all  disposes, 

llegulated  differently  the  thing. 

With  coursers  lank-sided, 

And  peasants  as  postillions  disguised. 

Blockheads  of  race  impertinent, 

Our  carriages  in  a  hundred  places  sticking, 

We  went  gravely  at  a  slow  pace, 

Knocking  against  the  rocks, 

The  air  agit'tited  by  loud  thunder. 

Torrents  of  water  spread  over  the  earth 

With  the  last  day  threatened  mankind. 

And  notwithstanding  our  impatience, 

Four  good  days  in  penance 

Are  forever  lost  in  these  jumbles.) 

will  send  for  a  confessor  at  once.  Adieu.  You 
know  my  sentiments  and  my  heart. 

"  Fkederic." 

In  accordance  with  this  request,  Voltaire  re- 
paired to  Cleves  to  visit  the  king.  Many  years 
afterward,  having  quarreled  with  Frederick, 
and  being  disposed  to  represent  him  in  the 
most  unfavorable  light,  he  gave  the  following 
account  of  this  interview  in  his  ViePrivee: 

"The  king  said  that  he  would  come  and  see 
me  incognito  at  Brussels.  But  having  fiillen  ill  a 
couple  of  leagues  from  Cleves,  he  wrote  me  that 
he  expected  I  would  make  the  advances.  I 
went  accordingly  to  present  my  profound  hom- 
ages. I  found  at  the  gate  of  the  court-yard  a 
single  soldier  on  guard.  The  privy  councilor 
Rambonet,  minister  of  state,  was  walking  about 
the  court,  blowing  on  his  fingers  to  warm  them. 
He  had  on  great  ruffles  of  dirty  linen,  a  hat 
with  holes  in  it,  and  an  old  periwig,  one  end  of 
which  hung  down  into  one  of  his  pockets,  while 
the  other  hardly  covered  his  shoulder. 

"I  was  conducted  into  his  majesty's  apart- 
ment, where  there  was  nothing  but  the  bare 
walls.  I  perceived  in  a  closet,  lit  by  a  single 
wax-candle,  a  small  bed,  two  feet  and  a  half 
wide,  on  which  lay  a  little  man  wrapped  up  in 
a  cloak  of  coarse  blue  cloth.  It  was  the  king, 
who  perspired  and  shivered,  under  a  miserable 
coverlet,  in  a  violent  access  of  fever.  I  made 
my  bow,  and  began  the  acquaintance  by  feeling 
his  pulse,  as  if  I  had  been  his  first  physician. 
When  the  fit  was  passed  he  dressed  himself  and 
came  to  supper.  Algarotti,  Keyserling,  Mau- 
pertuis, and  the  king's  embassador  to  the  States 
General,  made  up  the  party.  We  talked  learn- 
edly respecting  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  lib- 
erty, and  the  Androgynes  of  Plato,  and  other 
small  topics  of  that  nature." 

Frederick,  who  was  then  in  the  zenith  of  his 
admiration  for  Voltaire,  describes  as  follows,  in 
a  letter  to  his  friend  M.  Jordan,  his  impres- 
sions of  the  interview  : 

"  I  have  at  length  seen  Voltaire,  whom  I  was 
so  anxious  to  knoAV.  But,  alas!  I  saw  him 
when  under  the  .nfluence  of  my  fever,  and  when 
my  mind  and  my  body  were  equally  languid. 
With  persons  like  him  one  ought  not  to  be  sick. 
On  the  contrary,  one  ought  to  be  specially  well. 
He  has  the  eloquence  of  Cicero,  the  mildness  of 
Pliny,  and  the  wisdom  of  Agrippa.  He  unites, 
in  a  Avord,  all  the  collected  virtues  and  talents 
of  the  three  greatest  men  of  antiquity.    His  in- 
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tellect  is  always  at  work.  Every  drop  of  ink 
that  falls  from  his  pen  is  transformed  at  once 
into  wit.  He  declaimed  his  Mahomet  to  us, 
an  admirable  tragedy  which  he  has  composed. 
I  could  only  admire  in  silence." 

Indeed,  it  would  seem  that  at  the  time  Vol- 
taire must  have  been  very  favorably  impressed 
by  the  appearance  of  his  royal  host.  The  ac- 
count he  then  gave  of  the  interview  was  very 
different  from  that  which,  in  his  exasperation, 
he  wrote  twenty  years  afterward.  In  a  letter 
to  a  friend,  M.  De  Cideville,  dated  October  18, 
1 7-iO,  Voltaire  wrote : 

"  When  you  sent  me,  inclosed  in  your  letter, 
those  verses  for  our  Marcus  Aurelius  of  the 
North,  I  fully  intended  to  pay  my  court  to  him 
with  them.    He  Avas  at  that  time  to  have  come 


to  Brussels  incognito.  But  the  quartan  fever, 
Avhich  unhappily  he  still  has,  deranged  all  his 
projects.  He  has  sent  me  a  courier  to  Brussels, 
and  so  I  set  out  to  find  him  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Cleves. 

"It  was  there  that  I  saw  one  of  the  most 
amiable  men  in  the  world,  who  forms  the  charm 
of  society,  who  would  be  every  where  sought 
after  if  he  were  not  a  king  ;  a  philosopher  with- 
out austerit}',  full  of  sweetness,  complaisance, 
and  obliging  ways — not  remembering  that  he  is 
king  when  he  meets  his  friends;  indeed,  so  com- 
pletely forgetting  it  that  he  made  me  too  al- 
most forget  it,  and  I  needed  an  effort  of  mem- 
ory to  recollect  that  I  here  saw,  sitting  at  the 
foot  of  my  bed,  a  sovereign  who  had  an  army 
of  a  hundred  thousand  men." 


AROUND  THE  WORLD  ON  SKATES. 


IT  is  twelve  years  since  we  first  met  William 
H.  Fuller.  He  Avas  then  about  tAventy-five 
years  of  age,  of  medium  height,  Avith  a  bronzed 
complexion  and  a  form  that  seemed  the  perfec- 
tion of  vigor.  His  strength  Avas  Avonderful,  and 
his  frame  Avas  interlaid  Avith  muscles  developed 
like  those  Avhich  Ave  see  in  the  anatomical  fig- 
ures in  draAving-schools.  Born  to  Avhat  Avas 
considered  tAventy  years  ago  the  most  favorable 
surroundings  in  his  native  State,  Massachusetts, 
his  youth  Avas  a  kind  of  holiday,  and  his  ap- 
proaching years  to  maturity  Avere  made  com- 
fortable by  expenditures  that  had  no  thought 
of  the  morroAv.  Reckless  and  indifferent  to  con- 
ventionalities, kind-hearted  as  a  Avoman,  his 
leading  characteristics  Avere  and  are,  agreeable 


'  modest  manners,  and  a  self-reliance  that  groAvs 
out  of  the  most  perfect  health,  and  a  total  Avant 
of  veneration. 

When  about  tAventy  years  of  age  Fuller  Avas 
standing  on  Long  Wharf,  Boston,  and  saAv  a 
miserable  old  ship  "Avorking  out  into  the 
stream."  He  Avas  a  natural  sailor.  Before  he 
Avas  in  his  teens  he  had  commanded  several 
vessels  of  miniature  proportions,  in  Avhich,  to 
the  terror  of  his  parents  and  the  admiration  of 
the  boys  of  his  OAvn  age,  he  navigated  about  the 
breakers  and  shoals  of  the  harbor  of  Dorchester. 
Seeing  the  vessel  sloAvly  and  clumsily  setting 
her  sails,  he  got  on  board,  and  Avith  the  sub- 
limest  effrontery,  and  Avithout  a  moment's  re- 
flection, oftered  his  services  as  a  first-class  sea- 
man. The  skipper  promptly  accepted  them, 
and,  Avithout  Availing  to  Avrite  articles  or  inform 
his  friends  of  his  departure,  Fuller  sprang  into 
the  rigging,  and  on  the  instant  Avon  admiration 
for  his  daring  and  skill.  After  a  month  s  float- 
ing on  the  great  deep  he  found  that  he  was 
bound  to  the  East  Indies  ;  after  another  month, 
by  his  natural  shrcAvdness,  assisted  by  his  prac- 
tical education,  he  calculated  the  latitude  and 
longitude  of  the  ship ;  and  ere  ninety  days 
elapsed  he  AA'as  promoted  to  the  important  posi- 
tion of  first  mate. 

In  the  mean  time  the  heats  of  the  torrid  zone 
told  terribly,  not  only  on  the  old  hulk  of  the 
A'essel,  but  CA-en  more  on  the  Avretched  hulk  of 
the  skipper,  for  he  took  to  his  bunk,  and  Fuller 
Avas  called  "  Captain"  on  the  quarter-deck,  and 
under  his  management  the  vessel,  after  a  long 
and  tedious  voyage,  Avas  safely  brought  to  an 
anchor  in  the  Hooghly  River,  beloAv  Calcutta. 

Finding  that  his  sudden  promotion  in  the 
commercial  marine  of  his  country  Avas  not  sat- 
isfactorily indorsed  by  the  consignees  of  his  di- 
lapidated craft,  he  shipped  as  a  subordinate  of- 
ficer to  Liverpool,  at  Avhich  place  he  found  him- 
self one  pleasant  afternoon,  Avith  two  sovereigns 
in  his  pocket ;  but  among  a  people,  according 
to  his  OAvn  account,  "more  harmonious  Avith 
his  ideas  of  religion  and  language  than  even  the 
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copper-colored,  Avidow-burning  inhabitants  of 
the  East  Indies." 

The  first  thing  that  especially  attracted  his 
notice  was  a  depot  for  the  sale  of  American 
sewing-machines.  This  smacking  of  home,  he 
made  the  acquaintance  of  the  proprietor,  and 
found  him  in  great  distress  from  his  inabil- 
ity to  work  the  machine  with  success.  "  The 
captain"  (who  had  never  in  his  life  touched  one 
of  these  useful  domestic  inventions),  with  the 
same  promptness  that  made  him  an  expert 
sailor  on  sight,  easily  managed  to  be  the  right 
man  in  the  right  place  in  the  sjewing-machine 
establishment.  Sitting  down  and  carefully 
studying  the  simple  machine,  he  at  once  com- 
prehended its  principles  and  design,  and  in 
two  or  three  days  he  set  the  whole  "consign- 
ment" spinning  with  the  regularity  of  clock- 
work. 

The  English  proprietor  of  the  sale  of  "Yan- 
kee notions"  was  delighted,  and  at  once  offered 
this  "great  American  inventor  and  machinist" 
a  prospective  partnership.  "  The  captain"  en- 
tered upon  his  new  calling  with  enthusiasm,  his 
special  duties  being  to  act  as  salesman  and  in- 
struct the  proprietor's  wife,  who  was  very  young 
and  handsome,  in  the  perfect  practical  manage- 
ment of  the  sewing-machine. 

We  Avere  never  informed  of  his  success  as 
a  salesman  ;  but  that  he  was  earnest  in  instruct- 
ing the  wife  is  certain,  for  the  proprietor  be- 
came jealous  of  the  assiduity  Avith  Avhich  his 
clerk  attended  to  this  part  of  his  duties,  and 
there  came  a  sudden  dissolution  of  business  in- 
terests. 

Every  ship  that  sailed  the  ocean  Avas  open  to 
Fuller,  and  Avhen  he  got  through  Liverpool  he 
returned  to  Ncav  York,  and  turned  his  quick 
Avit,  Avith  various  fortunes,  to  the  grave  Avork 
of  business.  Every  thing  to  him  Avas  alike, 
and  all  things  equally  agreeable. 

Among  the  many  incidents  of  his  good  for- 
tune was  meeting  Avith  a  gentleman  Avho  OAvned 
a  splendid  yacht.  With  great  good  sense  he 
employed  Fuller  to  take  charge  of  the  "beauti- 
ful thing."  The  contract  Avas,  that  he  Avas  to 
live  in  the  yacht  and  see  that  it  Avas  properly 
cared  for;  and  further,  Avhen  it  Avas  engaged 
in  A'oyaging  along  the  coast,  Fuller  Avas  to  act 
as  "sailing-master."  The  proprietor  about 
this  time  fell  sick,  and  "the  captain"  had  the 
vessel  for  many  months  entirely  at  his  com- 
mand. If  he  had  OAvned  it  and  its  larder  he 
could  not  have  been  more  at  ease.  For  gentle 
exercise  lie  visited  all  the  pretty  toAVlis  on  Long 
Island  Sound,  and  made  one  or  tAvo  voyages  to 
Newport  and  the  Isle  of  Shoals,  off  the  coast 
of  Maine.  The  "captain"  considers  the  yacht- 
ing era  the  happiest  of  his  life. 

With  all  his  experiences  his  true  field  Avas, 
CA'cn  to  him,  yet  undeveloped.  But  the  finger 
of  fate  Avas  gradually  turning  tOAvard  his  "call- 
ing." One  day — in  pursuit  of  amusement  Avith 
a  pair  of  skates  under  his  arm — he  folloAved  the 
croAvd  of  pleasure-seekers  to  Central  Park,  de- 
termined to  enjoy  himself  in  an  exercise  he  had 


rarely  indulged  in  since  he  Avas  a  boy.  Quite 
unconscious  of  his  masterly  superiority,  he  fas- 
tened on  his  "irons"  and  struck  out  into  the 
whirl  of  fine  men  and  handsome  Avomen,  bent 
on  sport.  As  he  literally  sailed  along,  indulg- 
ing himself  in  his  OAvn  Avay,  his  graceful  per- 
formance attracted  immediate  attention,  and  he 
at  once  became  an  object  of  universal  interest. 
Ere  tAventy  moments  elapsed  the  delighted  spec- 
tators ranged  themselves  in  long  avenues,  and 
as  Fuller  passed  along  they  Avatched  his  bird- 
like movements,  and  encouraged  him  to  in- 
creased efforts  by  their  continued  cheers.  This 
event  opened  to  him  a  ncAv  field  of  enjoyment. 
He  became  a  "lion  on  skates."  The  Avinter, 
hoAvever,  soon  passed  aAvay,  and  Avith  it,  appar- 
ently, his  field  of  triumph. 

The  applause  and  attention  he  had  received 
lingered  in  his  mind  long  after  the  ice  had  dis- 
appeared ;  and  desirous  of  reviving,  in  a  degree 
at  least,  some  of  his  former  triumphs,  in  a  sort 
of  hopeless  desperation  he  bound  to  his  feet  a 
pair  of  parlor  skates.  A  fcAv  minutes'  practice, 
and  he  astonished  himself  and  a  large  number 
of  spectators  by  performing  on  these  mechanic- 
al contrivances,  and  over  a  broad  floor,  Avith 
all  the  graceful  facility  that  characterized  his 
movements  upon  the  ice  in  Central  Park. 
Amusement  now  suddenly  turned  into  business; 
for  he  Avent  into  partnership  Avith  the  manufac- 
turer of  these  then  new-fangled  toys,  and  en- 
ticed hundreds  to  buy  u  pair,  avIio  foolishly  im- 
agined, Avhile  witnessing  Fuller's  performances, 
that  they  could,  Avith  a  little  practice,  do  the 
same  Avonderful  things. 

While  thus  seriously  engaged  acting  as  a 
dealer  in,  and  practitioner  on,  roller-skates, 
there  sauntered  into  his  school-room,  one  sum- 
mer afternoon  in  the  year  1865,  George  Coppin, 
a  man  knoAvn  in  the  Eastern  Avorld  as  the  "  Bar- 
num  of  Australia."  He  had  been  in  New  York 
tAvo  or  three  Aveeks  in  search  of  some  novelty 
wherewith  to  astonish  his  friends  in  Melbourne 
and  Sydney.  Disgusted  Avith  his  Avant  of  suc- 
cess, he  mechanically  sauntered  into  the  fashion- 
able "  rink"  Avhere  Fuller  Avas  modestly  perform- 
ing his  allotted  duties.  Coppin,  Avith  the  quick 
eye  of  his  profession,  as  he  looked  upon  Fuller's 
movements  about  the  room,  saAV  at  once  that 
here  Avas  a  novelty  that  Avould  fascinate  a  peo- 
ple the  majority  of  Avhom  had  never  seen  ice, 
and  to  Avhom  genuine  skating  Avas  impossible, 
and  Avith  Avhom  a  perfect  imitation  would  be  in- 
deed a  paying  venture. 

The  manager  Avas  sharp  and  business-like ; 
Fuller  Avas  quick  and  impulsive,  and  the  nov- 
elty of  going  abroad  Avas  to  him  absorbing. 
Before  a  day  had  really  passed,  and  Avithout 
troubling  himself  about  particulars,  he  Avas  un- 
der an  engagement  to  make  his  first  profession- 
al appearance  in  another  hemisphere.  Up  to 
this  time  skating,  Avith  Fuller,  had  been  a 
source  of  considerable  amusement,  Avith  A'ery 
little  business  combined  ;  but  this  ncAv  field 
opening  before  him  inspired  him  Avith  ambi- 
tious ideas. 
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Eiiller  is  a  cosmopolitan  by  nature.  He  is 
a  man  who  requires  no  fixed  residence,  and  one 
who  is  nowhere  a  stranger.  Yet  being  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  a  Bostonian,  if  he  had  any 
point  of  local  gravitation,  he  started  from  the 
"Hub"  as  a  centre  of  comparison;  and  when 
he  reached  Melbourne,  and  found  a  city  which, 
in  twenty  years,  had  come,  from  a  green 
marsh  and  a  savage's  hut,  to  be  the  capital  of  a 
thriving  empire,  possessed  of  grand  public  edi- 
fices, all  magnificent  in  their  size  and  architect- 
ure, as  if  intended  to  last  forever,  the  whole 
existing  under  a  climate  the  most  genial  in  the 
world,  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  even  Bos- 
ton must  give  way,  and  that  he  was  more  cos- 
mopolitan than  ever. 

At  Melbourne  he  had  all  the  facilities  at  his 
command  for  exhibition  aff'orded  in  any  Amer- 
ican or  European  city,  and  he  was  welcomed  as 
a  professional  by  crowded  houses,  but  with  what 
he  at  first  thought  was  ver}^  little  enthusiasm. 
His  spectators,  though  not  by  birth  and  train- 
ing, were  thoroughly  English,  so  that  they  treat- 
ed his  really  popular  exhibitions  as  they  do  their 
dinner — they  partook  and  partook,  and  growl- 
ed and  growled. 

At  Melbourne,  through  an  idea  of  his  own, 
and  thoroughly  indorsed  by  his  manager,  the 
indefatigable  Coppin,  he  essayed  the  character 
of  Lord  Dundreary,  introducing  that  distin- 
guished personage  of  eff"ete  aristocracy  under 
the  difiiculties  of  "learning  to  skate."  The 
play-bill  announcement  was,  "Lord  Dundreary 
on  the  Ice."  It  was  very  evident,  on  the  rise 
of  the  curtain,  that  the  audience  expected  to 
see  the  "noble  scion"'  appear  in  all  the  glory 
of  his  exalted  rank,  and  go  through  his  allotted 
part,  just  as  thorough  Englishmen  expect  any 
lord  to  do,  better  than  common  people  can.  It 
was  therefore  a  matter  of  some  little  satisfac- 
tion to  Fuller,  when  he  witnessed  the  wool- 
gathering faces  of  his  audience,  as,  striking  out 
for  a  grand  flourish,  he  came  with  fearful  gravi- 
tation on  his  back.  The  idea  of  a  lord  doing 
any  thing  of  that  sort  was  at  the  first  blush  de- 
clared impossible;  but  a  second  attempt  pro- 
ducing a  still  more  serious  fall,  the  idea  of  the 
character  slowly  made  way  into  the  minds  of 
the  audience.  But  there  was  nothing  to  laugh 
at  in  the  mishaps  of  Lord  Dundreary.  The 
provincials  of  Melbourne  did  better  than  those 
of  Canada — they  permitted  the  exhibition  ;  but 
the  real  opinion  Avas,  that  "  these  attacks  upon 
the  constitution  and  respectability  of  the  old 
country  w^ere  not,  after  all,  just  the  thing,  you 
know ! " 

Eor  seven  long  months  Fuller  continued  to 
be  a  popular  star  among  the  mixed  attractions 
presented  by  his  manager  to  the  cities  and  large 
towns  of  Australia.  In  that  time  he  became 
acquainted  with  numbers  of  people,  and  found 
society  in  many  respects  a  great  deal  as  it  ap- 
pears in  California.  The  most  substantial  citi- 
zens being  as  a  rule  from  a  class  that  came 
originally  to  the  country  as  adventurers.  At 
his  hotel  in  Melbourne  he  was  attracted  by  the 


appearance  of  a  very  noble  looking  Englishman, 
who,  though  bent  with  age  and  venerable  in 
appearance,  was  still  young  enough  to  show  on 
his  expressive  face  that  he  was  the  subject  of 
some  disquiet  that  rendered  him  unhappy.  He 
was  pointed  out  to  Fuller,  on  first  sight,  as  the 
richest  man  in  Melbourne  ;  and  this  statement 
was  substantiated  by  his  surroundings — for  he 
kept  a  carriage  that  was  fit  for  an  English  earl, 
and  his  children,  grown-up  sons  and  daughters, 
moved  in  equal  state.  Fuller  got  acquainted 
with  this  man,  and  learned  that  he  had  been 
originally  sent  to  Australia  as  a  convict ;  that 
he  had  made  immense  sums  in  the  gold  mines, 
and  in  the  pursuit  of  commerce ;  that  his  chil- 
dren had  frequently  been  to  England,  and  had 
been  partially  educated  in  the  vicinity  of  Lon- 
don, and  were  received  in  the  father-land  in  the 
best  society ;  but  that,  with  all  these  favorable 
circumstances,  he  could  not  get  a  "ticket  of 
leave"  to  return  home  and  visit  the  scenes  of 
his  youth  ;  and  the  fact  was  gradually  breaking 
his  heart — unhappy  man! 

Fuller  got  tired  of  the  monotony  of  his  life 
in  Australia  before  his  audience  were  tired  of 
him ;  but  his  natural  restlessness  compelled  a 
change.  This  indifierence  about  all  the  de- 
tails of  his  engagement  left  him  but  little  mon- 
ey after  his  sharj)  manager  had  received  his 
dues.  Fuller,  with  new  ideas  of  the  value  of 
his  skating  accomplishments,  bade  Melbourne 
good-by,  and,  taking  passage  on  an  English 
steamer,  he  sailed  for  India. 

Arriving  in  due  time  at  his  port  of  destina- 
tion, the  city  of  Calcutta,  and  fortified  with 
recommendations  in  the  shape  of  large  sensa- 
tional posters  which  the  inventive  Coppin  had 
used  to  attract  attention  in  Australia,  and  hav- 
ing the  further  excellent  advantage  of  meeting 
with  two  English  officers  who  had  witnessed 
his  performance  in  Melbourne,  Fuller  Avas  grat- 
ified on  his  first  appearance  on  the  continent 
of  Asia  with  an  uncommon  audience,  com- 
'  posed  of  natives  of  distinction  and  officers  from 
the  English  barracks. 

The  most  noticeable  thing  he  saw  in  Calcut- 
ta appears  to  have  been  Avhat  he  took,  at  first 
sight,  for  tall  and  graceful  girls  dressed  in  short 
petticoats,  Avith  their  hair  carried  away  from 
their  foreheads  by  high -backed  tortoise-shell 
combs,  Avith  immense  chignons.  On  critical 
examination  they  turned  out  to  be  native  men  ; 
while  their  Avives,  quite  naked  to  the  Avaists, 
Avere  coarser  and  the  more  masculine  of  the 

tAVO. 

In  accordance  Avith  a  programme  Avhich  grad- 
ually developed  itself,  he  proceeded  to  Bom- 
bay ;  AA'hich  place,  approached  from  the  sea, 
suggests  great  Avealth  and  grandeur,  its  ncAA'ly 
revived  prosperity  groAving  out  of  its  immense 
cotton  trade,  stimulated  by  the  monopoly  cre- 
ated by  the  "American  Avar."  This  feature  of 
business  revived  in  Fuller's  mind  the  familiar 
scenes  of  Ncav  Orleans ;  and  because  like  pro- 
duces like,  he  saAv  the  same  kind  of  bustle,  and 
the  same  kind  of  life  and  business  pursuits. 
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Here  he  found  the  "  California  Circus  Com- 
pany," the  members  of  which  greeted  him  with 
uniform  cordiality ;  and  he  was  thus  for  the 
first  time  fully  introduced  to  the  world  of  Gip- 
sies, who  gained  a  precarious  livelihood  as 
"show-people." 

Engaging  the  "circus  tent,"  he  made  his  first 
appearance  before  an  audience  composed  large- 
ly of  Tarsees,  merchant  princes,  Hindoos,  Por- 
tuguese, Persians,  and  Arabs.  Here  he  was  re- 
quested to  give  what  was  called  a  "  native-lady 
night;"  the  audience  for  the  occasion  consist- 
ing entirely  of  women,  the  elite  of  the  city. 
They  came  in  carriages  and  palanquins.  They 
wore  an  immense  amount  of  jewelry;  and  be- 
side finger  and  ear  rings,  they  had  a  golden  cir- 
cle coqucttishly  fastened  in  the  cartilage  of 
their  noses,  which  ring  rested  on  the  left  cheek. 
Their  clothing  was  gay,  rich,  and  loose.  Many 
wore  slippers,  which  they  threw  aside  during 
the  exhibition,  and  displayed  their  delicate  feet 
with  toes  ornamented  with  jeweled  rings.  In 
their  expressions  of  pleasure  they  were  very 
demonstrative — showing  their  delight  by  loud 
laughter,  waving  their  handkerchiefs  at  each 
other,  and  clapping  their  hands.  In  fact,  they 
acted  as  if  there  were  no  gentlemen  present, 
giving  utterance  to  their  feelings  with  all  the 
abandon  of  a  tete-a-tete  of  the  parlor.  The  prin- 
cesses of  the  blood,  as  a  rule,  occupied  private 
boxes,  and  protected  themselves  from  too  much 
observation  by  lace  curtains. 

On  this  occasion  the  representation  of  Lord 
Dundreary  assumed  the  most  elaborate  propor- 
tions. Not  having  any  provincial  Albions  to 
take  off"ense  at  the  misfortunes  of  the  aristoc- 
racy, and  gaining  some  hints  from  the  real 
Dundreary's  enacting  the  character  in  the  in- 
tensely hot  climate  of  Bombay,  he  was  enabled 
to  add  many  touches  of  namby-pambyism  that 
would  never  enter  the  imagination  of  a  mind 
grown  up  in  a  temperate  clime.  Fuller's  Dun- 
dreary on  this  "  native-lady  night"  was  too  en- 
ervated even  to  imitate  walking  by  a  tired  step ; 
he  was  brought  in  swooning,  in  an  extempo- 
rized hurdle,  and  set  down  upon  the  ice  most 
carefully,  so  as  not  to  disturb  his  delicate  nerves. 
With  a  delightful  attention  to  proprieties,  this 
personator  of  an  arctic  amusement  was  waited 
upon  by  attendants  dressed  in  cotton  shirts  of 
the  most  economical  proportions,  who  seemed 
to  be  most  unconscious  of  any  unpleasant  sen- 
sation arising  from  stepping  on  ice  with  their 
naked  feet.  Even  the  Borean  blasts,  which  were 
supposed  to  be  howling  through  th6  forests  of 
Norway  pines,  only  caused  their  black  skins  to 
grow  more  shiny  from  genial  perspiration.  As 
Dundreary  was,  if  any  thing,  a  comic  part,  it 
elicited  great  applause,  as  did  all  similar  at- 
tempts to  create  a  laugh.  In  fact,  the  audience 
of  Asiatic  ladies  was  like  a  company  of  chil- 
dren, and  they  enjoyed  the  thing  hugely,  with- 
out having  a  very  clear  idea  what  it  all  meant. 

At  the  close  of  the  performance  the  hus- 
bands of  the  ladies  present,  Avho  had  remained 
outside  of  the  tent  smoking  and  chatting,  helped 


their  spouses  into  their  carriages  and  palan- 
quins, and  they  disappeared. 

While  at  Calcutta,  Fuller  received  an  invi- 
tation to  give  an  exhibition  before  one  of  the 
native  princes,  the  Nabob  of  Surat.  This  man, 
though  a  dependent  on  the  British,  still  retains 
very  absolute  rule  over  his  domain,  and  seems 
to  control  the  revenues  of  the  natives  of  his  dis- 
trict, and  govern  them  with  unlimited  power. 
Fuller  got  the  impression  from  what  he  saw  of 
him  that  he  was  an  old  man  given  to  amuse- 
ments, "without  regard  to  cost."  He  found 
that  he  had  a  regular  circus  company  attached 
to  his  court.  One  of  his  queer  ways  was  illus- 
trated in  the  manner  he  punished  any  of  his 
subjects  who  especially  ofi'ended  him.  To 
such  an  unfortunate  individual  he  would  make 
a  present  of  an  immense  elephant,  the  keeping, 
feeding,  and  attendance  upon  which  would  sure- 
ly, in  a  short  time,  ruin  the  unhappy  recipient. 
"  Seeing  the  elephant"  is  with  us  a  cant  phrase 
for  some  unhappy  venture  ;  and  in  Surat,  "own- 
ing an  elephant"  is  equally  indicative  of  impend- 
ing misfortunes. 

In  order  to  gratify  himself  the  nabob  levied 
upon  the  rich  men  of  his  capital  to  pay  ex- 
penses ;  with  this  pecuniary  assistance,  and  the 
enforced  help  of  the  laboring  people,  he  caused 
to  be  laid  down  a  platform,  fifty  by  a  hundred 
feet,  in  an  open  field,  surrounded  by  a  grove 
of  evergreen  trees.  The  exhibition  was  open  to 
all.  The  nabob  had  his  throne  placed  at  the 
head  of  tlie  platform,  where  he  sat  surrounded 
by  his  court,  the  members  of  which  were  all 
richly  dressed  and  armed  with  immense  fans. 
The  inferior  nobles  sat  on  the  edge  of  the  plat- 
form ;  then  came  the  substantial  citizens  ;  then 
the  common  people.  Thus  these  several  classes 
crowded  the  place,  forming  a  most  curious  and 
intensely  interesting  audience,  almost  all  hand- 
some and  well-shaped  people,  and  possessing, 
high  and  low,  a  bearing  of  distinguished  po- 
liteness. The  nabob  himself  acted  as  manager, 
and  personally  directed  the  manner  of  the  per- 
formance. On  this  occasion  he  opened  with 
a  waltz — Tune,  "  My  Native  Land ;"  music  ex- 
cellent. Next  the  Varsovienne,  performed  on 
skates.  This  drew  forth  shouts  of  applause. 
Then  followed  a  polka  and  figure  skating. 
This  latter  named  part  of  the  performance  was 
not  understood,  except  such  details  as  display- 
ed tour  de  force.  It  seemed  as  if  any  tiling  sug- 
gestive of  physical  energy  was  a  thrilling  nov- 
elty and  was  treated  accordingly. 

On  this  occasion,  as  the  Nabob  of  Surat  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  English  character, 
Fuller  performed  Lord  Dundreary  with  the 
greatest  possible  care.  He  dressed  precisely 
like  Sothern,  and  was  brought  on  the  stage 
in  a  sedan  chair,  attended  by  Sam  Weller,  in 
his  well-known  tights,  top-boots,  and  showy  hat, 
adorned  with  a  cockade.  In  accordance  with 
the  programme,  when  Lord  Dundreary  was  with 
difiiculty  assisted  from  his  sedan  chair  by  Sam 
Weller,  the  nabob  gave  a  new  touch  of  charac- 
ter, by  ordering  several  of  his  attendants  to 
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surround  Fuller,  and  disturb  the  air  to  vivify 
him  with  their  fans.  Every  fall  he  made  on 
the  ice  in  his  impotent  attempts  to  skate  was 
received  with  immense  enthusiasm,  accompa- 
nied by  the  heartiest  laughter. 

Euller  was  subsequently  informed  that  there 
was  not  a  "  Suratian"  present  who  had  the 
slightest  knowledge  of  the  difficulties  of  a  tyro 
on  ice,  but  that  their  amusement  rose  from  the 
idea  they  got  that  he  was  personating  a  drunk- 
en Englishman — a  thing  they  did  understand. 
At  the  close  of  the  performance  he  was  present- 
ed, through  an  official,  with  a  purse  of  seven 
hundred  rupees.  The  nabob  himself  gave  not 
the  slightest  sign  of  pleasure  or  displeasure ; 
in  fact,  he  seemed  a  good  personator  of  an  East- 
ern Dundreary.  Three  months  after  Fuller  left 
Surat  he  received  a  golden  star,  worth  about 
twelve  hundred  dollars,  curiously  made,  the 
points  of  which  were  ornamicnted  with  dia- 
monds, from  the  nabob  as  a  mark  of  his  prince- 
ly admiration. 

Finding  the  weather  becoming  too  oppressive 
to  justify  his  proposed  visit  to  Madras,  or  an- 
other season  at  Calcutta,  he  took  passage  in  the 
India  line  of  steamers  from  Bombay  to  Suez, 
crossing  the  Arabian  Sea,  passing  through  the 
Straits  of  Bab-el-mandeb,  up  the  Red  Sea  to  his 
port  of  destination. 

On  board  the  steamer  was  the  Bombay  Ital- 
ian Opera  Company,  the  members  of  which  had 
just  completed  their  regular  annual  engage- 
ment. He  found  them  seemingly  very  clannish, 
and  did  not  meet  Avith  any  especial  attention 
from  any  one.  One  night,  when  the  weather 
was  more  balmy  than  he  had  ever  before  expe- 
rienced, and  while  the  passengers,  representa- 
tives of  all  nations,  were  intently  engaged  in 
looking  at  the  shores  of  Asia  and  Africa  as  they 
were  in  the  strait  that  led  into  the  Red  Sea,  he 
quietly  proceeded  on  deck,  and  taking  out  his 
banjo,  broke  in  upon  the  oppressive  silence  by 
giving  utterance  to  a  plaintive  negro  melody, 
the  burden  of  which  was  inspired  by  the  very 
land  on  which  his  hearers  were  gazing.  The 
sounds  of  the  instrument  seemed  wonderfully 
loud,  but  the  melody  had  its  effect.  The  Ital- 
ians were  especially  interested  —  all  listened, 
and  at  the  conclusion  of  this  unexpected  treat 
of  American  music  in  that  ancient  land,  there 
came  quiet  but  hearty  evidences  of  pleas"ure 
and  sympathy.  After  that  night  Fuller  never 
lacked  friends  and  admirers,  especially  among 
the  "first-class  passengers." 

Following  up  this  impression  while  progress- 
ing on  the  voyage  up  the  Red  Sea,  a  proposal 
was  made  (according  to  custom,  it  would  seem) 
to  raise  a  purse  to  be  given  to  the  captain  of 
the  steamer.  Fuller  put  down  as  his  subscrip- 
tion such  of  his  performances  as  were  possible 
on  a  moving  steamer.  The  affair  took  place 
on  the  upper  deck,  and  was  attended  not  only 
by  the  passengers,  who  occupied  the  seats,  but 
by  many  of  the  crew,  who  got  into  the  rigging. 

The  members  of  the  opera  company,  though 
evidently  delighted  with  Fuller's  performances. 


refused  positively  either  to  add  to  the  affair  by 
a  song,  or  help  it  along  by  a  little  instrumental 
music. 

Approaching  the  port  of  Suez,  Fuller  was 
much  surprised  on  being  informed  that  the  for- 
midable rock  he  saw  on  the  Arabian  shore  was 
the  one  struck  by  Moses  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
curing water  for  the  thirsty  Israelites  ;  and  rem- 
iniscences of  his  New  England  mother  s  train- 
ing were  farther  aroused  by  the  announcement 
that  a  headland  in  the  distance  on  the  left  was 
Mount  Sinai.  He  was  familiar  with  the  names 
of  these  sacred  monuments  of  Biblical  history 
through  the  oft-repeated  lessons  of  his  Dorches- 
ter Sunday-school  discipline ;  and  at  his  own 
fireside  he  had  been  instilled  with  the  terrors  of 
the  swift  punishment  that  overwhelmed  Pharaoh 
in  the  Red  Sea ;  and  looking  upon  the  rock,  upon 
Mount  Sinai,  and  the  narrow  strait  over  which 
the  Hebrew  lawgiver  safely  passed  with  his  fly- 
ing hosts,  it  seemed  to  him  that  in  some  way 
he  had  suddenly  come  upon  the  associations  of 
his  youth,  and  he  experienced  a  realization  of 
the  truthfulness  of  the  sacred  writings  that 
Avere  as  startling  as  they  were  unexpected. 

On  his  arrival  at  Suez,  Fuller  found  the  place 
lively  with  people,  engaged  in  the  different  em- 
ployments brought  into  requisition  by  the  build- 
ing of  the  canal.  The  English  Hotel  was  full 
of  guests,  all  anxious  to  learn  something  of  the 
latest  arrivals  from  Bombay.  Here  his  fellow- 
-passengers  on  the  steamer,  especially  the  cap- 
tain, so  thoroughly  ventilated  his  professional 
merits  that  he  was  induced  to  give  a  private  en- 
tertainment, Avhich  from  necessity  was  without 
music,  to  the  heterogeneous  croAvd  which  pa- 
'tronized  the  hotel.  It  was  probably  the  first 
skating  performance  ever  given  in  the  ancient 
land  of  the  Pharaohs,  and  Avas  so  much  esteem- 
ed by  the  modern  citizens  of  the  port  of  Suez 
that  it  Avas  rcAvarded  by  a  silk  purse  containing 
one  hundred  and  fifty  rupees. 

From  Suez,  by  comfortable  railway  cars, 
and  traveling  a  distance  of  little  over  thirty 
miles,  he  came  to  the  pride  of  Modern  Egypt, 
the  Moslem  city  of  Cairo.  He  Avent  to  the 
European  Hotel,  and  entered  his  name  as  hail- 
ing from  the  United  States.  In  a  fcAv  minutes 
he  Avas  surrounded  by  a  number  of  persons  Avho 
could  speak  English.  As  a  consequence,  for 
the  first  time  in  nearly  eight  months,  he  made 
a  comfortable  dinner,  carrying  on  a  conversa- 
tion Avithout  being  made  to  feel  every  moment 
that  he  Avas  aAvay  from  home,  by  not  having 
those  about  him  Avho  understood  his  mother 
tongue. 

Cairo  is  the  capital  of  Egypt,  and  under  the 
control  of  the  present  Viceroy,  Ismail  Pasha, 
seems  destined  to  regain  some  of  its  original 
splendor.  It  Avas  a  flourishing  place  about  fiA-e 
hundred  years  before  Columbus  discovered 
America ;  but  the  Egyptians  speak  of  it  as  a 
modern  city. 

No  facilities  offering  for  an  exhibition,  Fuller 
amused  himself  Avith  sight-seeing ;  having  for 
that  purpose  "  chartered"  a  donkey,  he  visited 
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the  pyramids.  In  his  ride  of  five  or  six  miles 
he  made  a  calculation  that  he  struck  his  "gal- 
lant steed"  twice  every  minute,  without  making 
the  slightest  impression  on  the  animal's  hide  or 
upon  his  besotted  mind.  At  the  pyramid  of 
Cheops,  the  grandest  of  the  three  similar  won- 
ders of  the  world,  he  showed  his  American 
want  of  reverence  and  his  surprising  activity 
by  leaping  from  one  layer  of  stone  to  another, 
and  in  this  way  ascending  to  the  top  in  less 
than  eight  minutes — the  shortest  time  on  rec- 
ord. Finding  very  little  about  the  distant  view 
of  the  sphinx  to  encourage  a  closer  examina- 
tion, he  returned  to  his  hotel' just  in  time  to 
see  Ismail  Pasha  pass  along  the  street  in  a 
handsome  carriage,  he  occupying  the  front  seat. 
The  second  of  his  three  wives,  and  mother  of 
his  only  son,  sat  behind,  partially  concealed  by 
lace  curtains.  The  boy,  some  eight  or  nine 
years  of  age,  dressed  in  a  military  costume, 
was  standing  up,  apparently  desirous  of  seeing 
what  was  going  on  in  the  streets.  The  ladies 
of  Cairo  move  about  with  more  freedom  than  is 
observable  in  any  other  part  of  the  Turkish 
dominions. 

Starting  from  Cairo  in  first-class  raihvay  cars, 
he  soon  reached  Alexandria,  where  he  remained 
nearly  three  weeks.  Finding  no  opportunity, 
owing  to  the  intensely  hot  weather,  for  busi- 
ness, he  took  steamer,  crossed  the  Mediter- 
ranean, and  went  up  the  Archipelago  and  the 
Straits  of  Marmora  to  Constantinople.  Here, 
in  the  capital  of  Turkey,  and  at  the  magnifi- 
cent Italian  Opera  House,  he  was  greeted  by  a 
full  and  fiishionable  audience,  though  it  was  in 
the  time  of  the  "Mohammedan  Lent."  The 
women,  who  formed  the  largest  part  of  the  aud- 
ience, only  exposed  one  eye,  the  rest  of  their 
persons  being  hidden  in  the  most  thorough 
masquerade ;  making  it  impossible  to  tell  any 
thing  about  the  wearer.  The  rank  was  made 
plain  by  the  different  parts  of  the  house  these 
women  occupied. 

In  some  of  the  private  boxes,  however,  were 
some  American,  Russian,  and  English  ladies — 
some  very  handsome — their  exposed  faces  form- 
ing a  marked  contrast  with  the  Turkish  repre- 
sentatives of  the  sex. 

In  Constantinople  Fuller  became  very  much 
interested  in  the  dogs — innumerable  numbers 
keeping  possession  of  specified  streets  and 
neighborhoods.  In  his  careless  way  of  wan- 
dering around  he  was  frequently  pursued  by 
these  half-savage  creatures,  and  once  would 
have  been  killed  but  for  the  fact  that,  in  his 
flight,  he  passed  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the 
pack  which  pursued  him.  On  inquiry,  he 
learned  that  the  dogs  of  each  neighborhood 
have  their  range  distinctly  marked  ofi\  and  if 
an  unfortunate  beast  ever  invaded  the  haunts 
of  a  rival  pack  he  was  harried  to  death. 

In  Constantinople  he  found  the  photographic 
art  brought  to  great  perfection,  and  some  of  the 
galleries  were  very  interesting  to  an  American, 
from  the  great  variety  of  costumes  taken  from 
the  people  common  in  the  streets.    The  Cir- 


cassian and  Armenian  women  were  frequently 
very  beautiful.  What  struck  him  as  very 
strange  was  that  he  saw  few  or  no  Turks. 
They  have  a  religious  prejudice  against  pic- 
tures, which  still  affects  the  mass  of  the  people. 
The  Sultan's  picture — the  one  taken  in  Paris 
— was  every  where  for  sale  or  on  exhibition. 
Here,  in  a  window,  he  saw  a  pile  of  green- 
backs for  sale.  He  met  Avith  them  in  Australia 
and  Asia,  and  subsequently  in  the  capital  cities 
of  Europe.  In  fact,  greenbacks  are  an  article 
of  traffic  as  much  as  gold  or  silver  or  bills  of 
exchange,  and  are  known  by  the  especial  name 
of  American  money. 

Leaving  Constantinople  in  a  Russian  steam- 
er, after  a  trip  of  nearly  five  hundred  miles 
across  the  Black  Sea,  Fuller  reached  Odessa, 
a  city  inferior  to  few  in  Europe  for  commerce 
and  business  enterprise.  The  change  from  the 
sleepy,  enervated  people  of  the  East  to  the 
vigorous  and  wide-awake  Russians  was  a  radi- 
cal one.  Odessa,  unlike  Alexandria  or  Con- 
stantinople, is  full  of  life  and  activity,  and  is 
reported  to  contain  a  population  of  over  eighty 
thousand.  The  harbor  is  one  of  the  most  fre- 
quented in  Europe;  the  docks  are  splendidly 
made,  and  are  lined  with  shij^ping.  The  pub- 
lic square  is  surrounded  by  capacious  stores, 
filled  with  costly  goods.  Here  is  also  an  im- 
mense bazar  for  the  sale  of  all  the  manufac- 
tured articles,  especially  of  silks  and  shawls, 
Avhich  come  from  "  India  and  the  East."  The 
immense  blocks  of  buildings  containing,  as 
Fuller  subsequently  learned,  over  six  hundred 
magazines  for  storing  grain  were  most  observ- 
able, especially  when  compared  with  the  facili- 
ties for  the  same  purpose  afforded  by  Chicago 
or  Buffalo,  rivals  of  Odessa  in  the  exportation 
of  grain. 

Fuller  was  from  the  first  pleased  with  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  Russians.  He  found  them  fine- 
looking  men,  stoutly  built,  with  fair  complex- 
ions, light  hair,  and  gray  or  blue  eyes.  Men 
in  uniforni  were  seen  every  where ;  and  an 
hour's  experience  was  enough  to  satisfy  a  stran- 
ger that  he  was  under  a  strong  but  well-managed 
military  despotism.  He  was  informed  on  board 
the  steamer  that  his  first  duty  would  be  to  see 
about  a  passport,  and  accordingly  he  proceed- 
ed leisurely  to  the  "Stranger's  Office."  He 
found  the  officials  polite,  and  Avhcn  they  heard 
he  was  an  American  they  seemed  disposed  to 
give  him  as  little  trouble  as  possible.  After 
giving  a  number  of  particulars  about  his  per- 
sonal history ;  how  long  he  intended  to  remain 
in  the  country ;  whether  he  Avere  married,  and 
Avho  AA^as  his  banker,  all  of  Avhich  Avere  detailed 
through  an  interpreter,  he  signed  his  name  a 
number  of  times  in  a  book ;  and  going  to  an- 
other office,  and  Availing  several  hours,  his  pass- 
ports Avere  signed. 

He  was  now  in  the  great  empire  of  Russia,  or 
on  the  outside  edge  of  it,  with  some  paper-mon- 
ey in  his  pocket,  the  value  of  Avhich  Avas  about 
seven  dollars,  American  currency.  He  could 
not  speak  a  Avord  of  Russian,  and  did  not  be- 
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lieve  he  could  learn  to  pronounce  a  word  cor- 
rectly if  he  had  spent  his  life  in  trying.  But 
not  at  all  disheartened,  he  started  off  to  the 
principal  theatre,  which  he  knew  was  in  charge 
of  a  great  manager.  He  found  the  building 
without  difficulty — a  large  square  one,  with  a 
popular  restaurant  underneath.  The  manager 
was  a  real  Gipsy,  and  had  no  difficulty  in  un- 
derstanding what  he  wanted,  but  seemed  very 
incredulous  about  the  people's  paying  money 
for  seeing  a  person  skate  either  on  the  ice  or  on 
the  stage-floor,  and  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that 
it  was  a  bungling  business  at  best. 

This  was  rather  a  damper  on  Fuller's  expect- 
ations ;  but  he  proposed  to  the  doubting  mana- 
ger a  rehearsal.  This  prompt,  off-hand  man- 
ner had  its  effect,  for,  leading  Fuller  out  of  his 
office  into  the  restaurant,  the  manager  caused 
to  be  mixed  a  favorite  drink  of  his,  which,  in 
compliment,  Fuller  took,  though  under  strong 
protest  from  his  palate.  The  manager  then  led 
the  way  into  the  theatre  through  a  private  door 
connected  with  the  eating  -  saloon.  Groping 
along  dark  passages  they  finally  emerged  upon 
the  stage.  The  curtain  was  up,  and  the  "  supes" 
were  sweeping  the  stage  and  arranging  the 
scenery.  A  glance  toward  the  proscenium  show- 
ed Fuller  that  it  was  a  well-arranged  building, 
something  in  the  style  of  Niblo's,  and  he  felt 
quite  at  home. 

Taking  out  his  skates,  which  he  carried  care- 
fully enveloped  in  a  substantial  covering,  the 
manager  desired  to  look  at  them.  After  a  crit- 
ical examination  he  shook  his  head,  said  some- 
thing in  Turkish  patois — at  least  so  it  sounded — 
and  then  handed  them  to  Fuller  with  a  mana- 
ger's shrug  and  the  remark,  that  they  "  wasn't 
much." 

In  a  few  seconds  Fuller  strapped  his  skates 
on  his  feet,  and  desiring  his  friend  to  take  a 
centre  seat,  with  a  little  bit  of  viciousness  in  his 
departure,  he  made  a  dash  out,  and  designedly 
went  through  the  motion  of  a  novice  on  skates. 
The  manager  looked  first  blank  and  then  dis- 
gusted, and  rose  from  his  seat  evidently  intend- 
ing to  close  the  rehearsal.  Fuller  begged  him 
to  sit  down  and  wait  a  minute,  and  then,  mak- 
ing a  low  bow  as  a  compliment  to  his  good-na- 
ture, he  moved  backward  the  whole  length  of 
the  capacious  stage,  bowing  and  kissing  his 
hand,  as  if  he  were  about  retiring  from  a  high- 
ly approving  audience. 

This  brought  the  manager  to  his  feet.  Fuller 
then  folded  his  arms  and  came  sailing  directly 
toward  him,  but  stopping  a  few  inches  from  his 
person,  he  suddenly  turned,  and  performing  one 
of  his  most  difficult  steps  in  the  "  Cracovienne," 
ran  toward  the  manager  and  made  a  courtesy 
that  would  have  been  quite  effective  in  a  pet 
opera  dancer. 

It  was  a  curious  sight  to  see  the  bronzed  face 
of  the  manager  as  he  seized  Fuller  by  the  hand, 
first  attempting  to  kiss  him,  after  the  Russian 
fashion,  and  at  a  repulse  making  him  a  low  sa- 
laam after  the  manner  of  the  Turks. 

The  manager  was  satisfied.    Fuller  took  off 


his  skates  and  showed  him  his  programme,  and 
in  less  than  twenty  minutes  after  an  engage- 
ment was  written  out  and  signed  that  was  of  a 
character  to  give  Fuller  a  great  deal  of  glory 
and  the  managei*  considerable  money.  But 
both  were  satisfied  ;  for  Fuller  saw  that  success 
in  Odessa  would  gratify  an  ambition  that  had 
recently  seized  him  of  making  a  professional 
tour  across  the  continent  of  Europe. 

He  was  pretty  thoroughly  advertised  after  the 
usual  style — the  show  business  being  the  same 
the  world  over.  Fuller's  advantage  was  that 
he  had  no  rivals ;  so  his  name  in  the  largest 
letters  on  the  play-bills  created  no  special  envy. 
From  the  time  he  appeared  in  Melbourne  to  his 
appearance  at  Odessa  he  had  been  skating  be- 
fore people  who  knew  nothing  about  ice,  and 
he  was  of  course  somewhat  anxious  as  to  his 
success.  The  manager  gave  him  to  understand 
that  he  would  draw  one  night,  because  he  was 
an  American,  and  because  he  had  told  wonder- 
ful stories  about  him,  but  he  was  afraid  of  a 
second  performance. 

The  fated  night  came.  Fuller  spent  much 
time  in  arranging  the  scenery,  and  had  some 
trouble,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  in  getting  a 
first-class  winter  landscape.  The  legend  of  his 
first  appearance  was,  that  an  American,  by  some 
unaccountable  accident  that  no  one  could  un- 
derstand, had  been  detained  in  a  cottage  over 
which  he  had  placed  an  American  flag.  Horses, 
i-ailway  conveyance,  walking — every  style  of  lo- 
comotion was  denied  him ;  but  a  fairy,  on  ex- 
cellent terms  with  the  Ice  King,  had  furnished 
him  with  a  pair  of  skates,  instead  of  wings, 
upon  which  he  could  fly  to  his  native  land,  and 
there  meet  his  repining  sweet-heart. 

Peeping  through  a  hole  in  the  drop  curtain, 
Fuller  was  gratified  with  the  sight  of  a  full 
house,  and  was  particularly  struck  Avith  the 
appearance  of  a  lady,  with  a  number  of  chil- 
dren, in  the  "  imperial  box."  The  manager  in- 
formed him  that  this  was  the  Princess   , 

who  was  the  Avife  of  the  chief  official  of  the 
government. 

The  orchestra  finally  appeared  in  the  usual 
slow  and  melancholy  way,  and,  according  to 
programme,  played  the  national  air  of  Russia; 
and  then,  in  compliment  to  the  "Star,"  gave 
' '  Yankee  Doodle. "  This  pleased  the  audience 
very  much,  and  several  of  the  people  in  the  par- 
quet, whom  Fuller  believed  to  have  been  mer- 
chants, applauded. 

The  curtain  rose  at  length  on  a  bleak  winter 
landscape,  and  in  the  back-ground  was  a  Rus- 
sian hovel,  over  which,  by  the  aid  of  one  or 
two  strong  wires,  was  streaming  the  "  Stars  and 
Stripes,"  as  if  held  as  square  as  a  table-top  by 
a  stiff  breeze.  After  the  fashion  that  has  pre- 
vailed from  time  immemorial  at  circuses  when 
the  horses  enter  the  ring.  Fuller  made  his  ap- 
pearance under  the  cover  of  a  grand  crash  of 
music. 

Dressed  apparently  in  the  torn  and  misera- 
ble garb  of  a  benighted  traveler,  far  from  home, 
evidently  fatigued  and  trembling  with  exhaust- 
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ion,  and  finally  too  weak  to  stand  on  his 
skates,  which  he  made  to  sound  on  the  stage 
floor  like  wooden  clogs.  He  thus  came  from 
the  cottage  door,  and  cast  a  look  toward  heav- 
en, something  after  the  manner  of  Enoch  Ar- 
den.  His  knees  then  gave  way,  as  he  sank 
to  the  floor  in  the  ice  and  snow.  There  was  a 
strange  look  in  the  audience.  What  did  this 
mean?  Then  he  rose  on  his  knee,  and  again 
gave  the  Enoch  Ardcn  look,  when  a  young  girl 
dressed  in  the  Black  Crook  style,  but  person- 
ating some  very  amiable  Russian  fairy,  floated 
from  the  side-scenes,  made  a  very  effective 
speech  in  pantomine,  pointed  her  wand  at  the 
American  flag  over  the  desolate  cottage,  and 
then  touched  Fuller  upon  the  shoulder. 

While  she  was  doing  this.  Fuller  fastened 
several  strings  to  his  dilapidated  garments. 
At  the  moment  the  fairy  touched  him  the 
manager  pulled  the  strings,  and  he  sprang  to 
his  feet  dressed  in  a  rich  Russian  suit  of  green, 
with  costly  fur  linings,  patent  leather  boots,  and 
fur  cap,  together  with  several  rich  jewels  spark- 
ling on  the  right  side  of  his  breast,  which  had 
been  loaned  him  by  his  accommodating  mana- 
ger. 

The  next  instant  Fuller  was  supposed  (under 
the  vivifying  influence  of  the  good  fairy)  to  be 
making  a  "  bee-line"  on  skates  for  his  native 
land  and  his  sweet-heart.  The  surprise  of  the 
audience  at  this  sudden  change  was  immense, 
and  the  next  instant,  as  he  came  careering  to- 
ward the  foot-lights,  there  came  forth  the  wel- 
come rounds  of  applause  that  satisfied  him  that 
he  would  succeed.  Following  up  the  advant- 
age of  a  good  first  impression,  he  Avent  through 
the  act  with  unusual  satisfaction  to  himself ; 
and  when  he  disappeared  on  one  leg,  in  a 
striking  attitude,  with  his  face  to  the  audi- 
ence, kissing  his  hand,  and  the  good  fairy  ap- 
peared and  waved  over  him  the  Russian  flag, 
such  a  tremendous  shout  went  up  that  two  or 
three  of  the  police  had  suspicions  that  some- 
thing serious  was  the  matter.  The  applause 
continued,  and  the  Russian  princess,  from  the 
imperial  box,  threw  a  bouquet  of  flowers  on  to 
the  stage.  Fuller  stood  meanwhile  at  the  side, 
the  manager  holding  the  curtain  ready  to  draw 
it  the  moment  he  should  decide  to  appear  be- 
fore its  obtruding  folds. 

In  the  nick  of  time  he  was  visible,  and  bow- 
ing and  putting  his  right  hand  on  his  heart, 
and  holding  up  his  skates  in  his  left,  he  disap- 
peared from  the  popular  view  behind  the  cur- 
tain. The  orchestra  broke  in  with  a  horrid 
blast  from  innumerable  wind  instruments  and 
noises  from  kettle-drums  that  alarmed  him, 
but  thrilled  the  audience  with  delight. 

The  manager,  at  the  sight  of  such  success 
and  as  an  appreciation  of  it,  again  attempted  to 
kiss  Fuller;  but,  independent  of  the  fact  that 
he  had  a  while  before  indulged  in  a  lunch  at 
the  restaurant  made  of  half-decomposed  fish 
and  garlic,  Fuller  did  not  like  the  style,  so  he 
drew  off,  and  the  manager  satisfied  himself 
with  a  salaam  and  an  honest  shake  of  his 


hand,  which  he  told  him  was  the  "  American 
fashion." 

Pursuing  his  performance  according  to  the 
programme,  each  act  eliciting  the  most  une- 
quivocal approval,  he  at  last  came  to  the  comic 
performance  of  a  tyro  learning  to  skate.  The 
introduction  of  a  Lord  Dundreary  as  the  hero 
of  this  scene  was  always  popular  among  the 
Hindoos  and  Mussulmans,  for  they  bear  no 
good-will  toward  their  conquerors ;  and  it  af- 
forded them  a  good  opportunity,  and  a  very 
rare  one,  to  laugh  at  the  misfortunes  of  an  ar- 
istocratic representative  of  their  foreign  rulers. 

In  describing  to  the  Greek  manager  the  de- 
tails of  his  exhibition,  with  a  shrewdness  that 
would  have  done  honor  to  a  "ward  politician," 
the  Greek  criticised  and  weighed  each  peculiar- 
ity, to  see  who  among  his  patrons  could  take  of- 
fense ;  and  when  Fuller  explained  to  him  that 
he  used  the  costume  of  a  senseless  English  no- 
bleman to  give  piquancy  to  the  ups  and  downs 
of  an  inexpert  skater,  he  objected  at  once,  lest 
there  might  be  some  political  misinterpretation 
given  of  it  that  might  in  course  of  time  reach 
the  police,  and  have  the  effect  of  bringing  him 
into  trouble.  Mentioning  that  the  English  had 
within  a  few  years  bombarded  Odessa,  and 
consequently  the  people  would  most  likely  en- 
joy a  little  harmless  quizzing  of  their  enemies, 
he  shrugged  his  shoulders,  and  said  that  that  was 
true  ;  but  he  wanted  to  be  neutral,  and  there- 
fore wouldn't  let  Fuller  run  the  chance  of  giv- 
ing offense.  Fuller  then  put  the  question,  "  If 
you  won't  let  Lord  Dundreary  appear,  whom 
should  I  place  in  the  ridiculous  position  ?"  He 
replied :  ' '  Why  not  make  a  Turk  do  it — you 
may  batter  them  about  here  as  much  as  you 
please — they  haven't  any  friends  in  Greece  or 
Russia ;  but,  if  a  Turk  Avon't  do,  let  a  Greek 
be  made  fun  of — the  Greeks  must  stand  any 
thing." 

There  was  a  humiliation  in  the  man's  con- 
fession that  spoke  of  the  poor  felloAv's  national 
degradation  ;  and  as  Fuller  bore  no  good-will 
toward  the  Turks  after  he  saw  the  way  they 
caged  their  women  up,  he  concluded  to  use  the 
masquerade  of  turban  and  gown  ;  and  with  that 
intent  his  obliging  but  selfish  manager  (he  was 
probably  not  the  only  selfish  manager  in  the 
Avorld)  found  him  a  gorgeous  dress — a  real  gen- 
uine article  from  ConstantinojDle,  which  Avas 
used  in  the  theatre  by  a  person  representing 
some  grand  sultan  Avhom  Peter  the  Great 
knocked  into  flinders.  But  the  skirts  Avere  in 
the  Avay  of  Fuller's  feet,  and  the  cloth  around 
his  head,  Avhich  formed  the  turban,  Avas  offens- 
ive ;  so  Fuller  laid  Lord  Dundreary  and  Calif 
Abdul  on  the  shelf,  and  did  up  the  fidls  and 
mishaps  of  the  man  learning  to  skate  in  his  ov/n 
proper  person. 

The  next  day,  on  Fuller's  appearance  in  the 
streets,  several  persons  came  up  and  shook 
hands  with  him ;  and  finally  meeting  Avith  an 
Englishman  Avho  had  lived  many  years  in  Odes- 
sa, he  gave  Fuller  to  understand  that  he  had 
made  quite  a  liit  —  that  he  had  heard  of  his 
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performance  at  the  breakfast-table,  and  said  he 
was  glad  to  see  Fuller ;  which  named  gentle- 
man soon  found  out  that  the  Englishman  was  a 
kind  of  adventurer  like  himself,  and  was  living 
in  the  city  by  his  wits.  He  told  Fuller  that  he 
had  no  doubt  he  would  succeed  in  his  exhibi- 
tions, and  he  suggested  to  him,  what  he  had 
not  known  before,  that  between  Odessa  and 
Moscow,  a  distance  of  a  thousand  English  miles, 
there  were  several  large  and  prosperous  cities, 
each  of  which  possessed  a  handsome  theatre. 
He  said  that  the  people  were  fond  of  amuse- 
ments, and  depended  upon  foreigners  entirely 
for  such  recreations. 

Fuller  and  the  Englishman  soon  became  fast 
friends,  and  for  this  information  he  Avas  subse- 
quently much  indebted. 

The  day  following  his  second  performance, 
as  he  was  walking  on  the  grand  square,  a  very 
showy  carriage,  with  heavily-mounted  harness, 
and  footman  in  livery,  suddenly  stopped  oppo- 
site to  him.  He  was  next  surprised  at  seeing 
a  lady,  accompanied  by  two  or  three  children, 
put  her  head  out  of  the  coach  window  and 
beckon  him  toward  her.  Fuller  had  spent  so 
many  weeks  in  Eastern  cities,  where  the  women 
are  veiled,  or  held  as  prisoners  by  their  lords, 
that  he  had  had  no  intercourse  with  ladies  ; 
this  unexpected  piece  of  courtesy  from  one  who 
was  so  like  his  own  countrywomen  in  face  and 
manners  therefore  filled  him  with  unexpected 
pleasure.  Approaching  at  the  summons,  the 
lady,  in  good  English,  said  she  desired  to  speak 
with  him,  and  then  held  up  a  little  girl,  some 
four  years  old,  to  shake  his  hand. 

A  good  look  satisfied  him  that  this  was  the 
princess  who  took  such  an  interest  in  his  first 
performance,  and  sealed  his  success  by  throw- 
ing him  a  bouquet.  The  lady  was  very  gra- 
cious, and,  touching  the  spring  to  her  carriage 
door,  opened  it,  and  directed  him,  with  a  mo- 
tion accustomed  to  being  obeyed,  to  take  the  seat 
opposite  to  her.  The  lady  then,  without  the 
least  embarrassment,  went  on  to  say  how  much 
she  was  pleased  on  the  night  of  his  first  per- 
formance ;  and  learning  that  he  was  not  only  a 
stranger  but  an  American,  she  wished  to  show 
him  some  attention,  and  for  that  purpose  she 
desired  that  he  would  come  to  her  residence 
while  in  Odessa  and  make  it  his  home. 

Almost  confounded  by  such  good-natured 
hospitality,  he  returned  his  thanks,  made  him- 
self as  agreeable  as  possible,  and,  after  a  ride 
in  the  suburbs  of  the  city,  was  set  down  at  the 
theatre,  the  children  imitating  their  mother  in 
shaking  their  little  hands  in  "good-by." 

Fuller  afterward  learned  from  experience  that 
the  Russian  ladies  connected  with  the  nobility 
are  very  attentive  to  people  attached  to  the 
theatres,  or  any  other  public  exhibition  which 
amuses  them. 

In  accordance  with  the  lady's  invitation,  the 
day  after  this  incident  he  concluded  he  would 
enlarge  his  list  of  adventures  by  dining  with  a 
princess  ;  and  so  he  started  for  the  designated 
place,  which  he  found  was  the  official  residence 


of  the  governor  of  the  city,  and  the  district  of 
country  of  which  Odessa  was  the  capital.  Ar- 
riving at  the  house,  he  was  invited  into  the 
common  reception-room,  which  was  nsed  by  the 
people  who  had  business  with  the  government. 
From  this  room  he  was  ushered  into  a  large 
reception-hall  under  the  charge  of  a  servant. 
This  room  had  a  floor  waxed  until  it  shone  like 
a  piece  of  polished  furniture.  From  this  place 
he  went  into  a  splendid  garden  filled  with  seats, 
evidently  intended  for  the  purposes  of  enter- 
taining a  great  number  of  people.  At  last  he 
was  led  into  a  sort  of  wing  of  the  main  build- 
ing, where  he  was  directed  to  leave  his  hat  on 
the  first-floor.  He  was  then  led  up  stairs,  and 
into  a  small  but  handsomely  furnished  room, 
in  the  centre  of  which  was  a  table  covered  with 
a  white  napkin,  on  which  were  displayed  the 
casters  and  porcelain  necessary  to  accommo- 
date one  person  with  a  dinner. 

Wondering  what  all  this  meant,  and  espe- 
cially anxious  about  the  appearance  of  the 
princess,  he  was  left  half  an  hour  or  more  in 
this  state  of  perplexity,  when  a  servant  dressed 
in  livery  appeared,  bearing  before  him  a  tureen 
of  soup,  followed  by  another  with  a  roll  of  bread, 
and  two  or  three  napkins  on  his  arm. 

He  ventured  to  ask  what  this  meant,  Avhen 
he  was  informed  by  the  servants,  one  of  whom 
spoke  very  good  English,  that  his  mistress  had 
left  home,  directing  that,  when  he  called,  he 
-was  to  have  dinner  served,  and  enjoy  whatever 
else  the  hospitalities  of  the  place  aflbrded. 

Beginning  to  "understand  something,"  he 
very  modestly  inquired  for  the  princess,  and 
about  the  time  she  indulged  in  eating,  when  he 
was  informed  that  the  lady  in  question  was  out 
of  town,  and  further,  that  she  dined  with  her 
children  in  the  main  building ;  but  that  he 
was  to  consider  the  room  he  Avas  in  always  at 
his  service  as  long  as  he  remained  in  Odessa. 

Understanding  noAv  Avhat  his  hostess  meant 
by  his  dining  Avith  her,  he  placed  his  feet  under 
the  black  Avalnut,  put  a  napkin  over  his  knees, 
and  announced  that  he  Avas  ready  to  appease 
his  appetite. 

The  soup  Avas  excellent,  and  so  Avere  three 
courses  of  substantial  food,  evident  care  being 
taken  to  give  him  something  as  unlike  the  na- 
tional Russian  and  Oriental  dishes  he  had  been 
previously  feasting  on  as  possible.  The  Avine, 
of  uncommonly  fine  flavor,  but  very  heaAy, 
Avas  followed  by  fruit.  This  Avas,  indeed,  a 
memorable  occasion  ;  and  in  better  humor  than 
usual  with  "  the  Avorld  and  the  rest  of  mankind," 
he  left  the  house,  deeply  impressed  Avith  the 
idea  of  there  being  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  in 
dining  Avith  a  Russian  princess,  though  she  Avas 
herself  personally  out  of  town — that  is,  in  her 
OAA'n  room,  probably,  attending  to  the  duties  of 
her  household. 

There  Avas  something  so  unobtrusive  in  the 
hospitality  of  this  lady  that  he  afterward  took 
adA'antage  of  it,  and  never  felt  that  he  Avas  in- 
truding, and  he  determined  to  make  some  rec- 
ompense.   He  proposed  that  she  should  give 


AROUND  THE  WORLD  ON  SKATES. 


the  juveniles  of  her  household  a  party,  and  he 
would  do  all  in  his  power  to  amuse  them  and 
their  guests.  The  princess  liked  the  proposi- 
tion ;  but  to  his  astonishment  added,  that  the 
whole  matter  would  depend  upon  whether  she 
could  obtain  permission  from  the  head  of  the 
police. 

There  was  a  mysteiy  about  the  Russian 
government  that  he  could  not  understand — all 
through  the  country  he  found  there  was  some 
secret  power  not  visible  to  the  eye.  Here  was 
what  appeared  to  be  the  wife  of  the  chief  rep- 
resentative of  the  central  government,  depend- 
ent upon  some  higher  authority,  that  was  con- 
fided to  the  hands  of  a  man  whom  we  should 
call  the  "Chief  of  Police." 

The  party,  however,  came  off,  and  it  was  the 
only  time  in  Russia  that  he  thoroughly  saw  the 
best  social  life.  His  idea  was  that,  in  almost 
every  respect,  so  far  as  the  children  and  guests 
were  concerned,  the  party  resembled  a  similar 
affair  in  New  York.  The  little  folks,  as  a  rule, 
were  of  fair  complexions,  auburn  hair  and  blue 
eyes  prevailing.  The  dresses  were  very  superb, 
of  the  latest  Parisian  style,  and  the  masquerade 
was  made  more  attractive  by  many  of  the  dress- 
es being  exact  imitations  of  the  costumes  of  the 
powerful  nationalities  which  make  up  the  Rus- 
sian empire.  The  representatives  of  the  pic- 
turesque attire  of  the  Circassians  and  Cossacks 
were  peculiarly  attractive.  These  costumes 
seem  to  be  held  in  veneration  by  tlie  people  at 
large,  for  he  subsequently  found  that  in  every 
city,  and  especially  in  St.  Petersburg,  the  dress- 
es of  the  Circassian  and  the  Cossack  were  con- 
stantly before  every  eye,  something  as  the  High- 
land dress  is  in  England. 

He  remained  six  weeks  in  Odessa,  giving 
seven  exhibitions,  the  weather  all  the  time 
being  intensely  warm,  and  the  fashion  of  the 
season  unfavorable.  Here  he  spent  much  of 
his  time  in  going  among  the  people,  and 
thought  that  he  learned  thereby  the  following 
facts  regarding  Russian  life.  Every  store,  pub- 
lic building,  and  house  where  people  frequent 
is  ornamented  with  a  little  image  of  the  Virgin 
Mary,  before  whom  every  one,  at  all  times  of 
the  day  and  under  any  possible  circumstance, 
is  continually  bowing.  If  a  funeral  passes,  the 
rich  and  poor  alike  stop,  take  off  their  hats, 
and  reverently  utter  a  prayer.  There  is  almost 
as  much  solemnity  in  entering  an  hotel  as  a 
church,  for  the  reason  that  that  symbol  of  re- 
ligion is  in  both.  This  impression  of  the  arti- 
ficially religious  character  of  the  people  is  given 
even  in  the  Merchants'  Exchange  in  St.  Peters- 
burg. Hence  the  people  have  the  external  ap- 
pearance of  being  polite,  for  the  hat  is  ever 
promptly  taken  off  and  is  held  in  the  hand,  not 
necessarily  from  respect  to  the  persons  present, 
but  to  the  visible  representative  of  an  exacting 
religion. 

The  English  acquaintance,  who  had  assisted 
him  with  his  vernacular  and  business  knowl- 
edge, at  Fuller's  request  made  out  a  list  of 
places  he  would  find  it  profitable  to  stop  at  on 
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his  way  to  Moscow.  He  also  put  on  paper 
several  questions  in  Russian,  with  as  nearly  as 
possible  the  English  rendering  of  the  same. 
Fuller  was  drilled  into  pronouncing  the  Rus- 
sian words  ;  and  with  his  friend's  blessing,  and, 
owing  to  his  natural  imprudence,  very  little 
mone\',  he  turned  his  back  on  Odessa  and  its 
pleasant  memories,  and  started  by  a  circuitous 
route  on  his  long  journey  toward  the  ancient 
capital  of  the  most  wonderful  country  in  Europe. 

Taking  a  steamer  at  Odessa,  a  voyage  of  a 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  along  the  coast  of  the 
Black  Sea  toward  the  east  brought  him  to  the 
important  harbor  and  handsome  city  of  Kher- 
son, which  is  strongly  fortified,  and  but  for  its 
rival  Odessa,  would  now  have  been  the  princi- 
pal Russian  city  on  the  Black  Sea.  Here  he 
found  an  Englishman  to  whom  he  had  a  letter 
of  introduction,  Avho  treated  him  with  consid- 
erable attention,  and  under  whose  auspices  he 
gave  two  exhibitions.  This  gentleman  insisted 
upon  his  knowing  a  great  deal  of  John  Howard 
the  philanthropist,  who  died  in  that  city  nearly 
eighty  years  ago,  and  took  Fuller  a  ride  into  the 
suburbs  of  Kherson,  where  Howard's  remains 
lie  buried.  He  was  further  informed  that  this 
resting-place  was  selected  by  Howard  himself, 
which  must  have  been  chosen  for  the  security 
it  gave  of  being  on  dry  land,  for  a  more  deso- 
late place,  even  to  be  buried  in,  could  not  be 
conceived.  From  this  point  Fullers  line  of 
travel  was  no  longer  by  water,  but  across  the 
country. 

To  meet  this  demand,  and  in  accordance 
with  the  usage  of  the  country,  he  hired  a  Rus- 
sian cart  to  take  him  to  a  village  on  the  gov- 
ernment post  route  to  Moscow,  rejoicing  in  the 
name  of  Katherinoff,  a  distance  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty  versts,  or  about  eighty-six  English 
miles.  The  vehicle  was  without  springs,  and 
Fuller  was  compelled  to  sit  on  the  bottom  of 
the  box.  The  horse,  which  was  a  poor  half- 
starved  animal,  and  only  less  savage  in  appear- 
ance than  his  Russian  driver,  managed  to  make 
about  eight  versts  an  hour.  Within  a  mile  of 
his  starting-place  all  signs  of  civilization  disap- 
peared, the  road  winding  through  a  low  deso- 
late country  composed  of  moor  and  swamp. 
To  add  to  the  unpleasantness  of  his  situation, 
there  commenced  a  cold  drizzling  rain,  that 
soon  wet  him  to  the  skin.  In  this  condition, 
and  with  every  bone  in  his  body  more  or  less 
fractured,  his  Jehu  came  to  a  log-cabin,  not 
unlike  a  squatter's  hut  on  the  banks  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. The  noise  of  cart-wheels,  and  tile  hal- 
looing of  the  driver,  caused  the  door  of  the  hut 
to  be  opened,  and  there  peeped  out  a  rough- 
looking  Avoman,  surrounded  at  the  knees  by 
two  or  three  children.  It  was  instantly  appar- 
ent that  this  was  the  cart -owner's  house  and 
family. 

There  was  nothing  very  assuring  in  all  this. 
His  baggage  was  lifted  into  the  hut,  and  he  was 
invited  by  a  significant  sign  to  enter.  There 
was  a  little  fire  on  the  hearth,  and  a  strong 
smell  of  tainted  fish  and  garlic.    The  hostess 
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was  dressed  so  like  her  husband,  and  looked  so 
much  like  hira  in  the  face,  that  it  was  difficult 
to  believe  she  was  of  the  gentler  sex.  The  chil- 
dren, however,  were  decidedly  handsome,  the 
eldest  about  five  years  old.  They  were  of  fair 
complexion,  reddish  hair,  with  large  blue  eyes  ; 
they  seemed  of  too  gentle  blood  to  be  c^iildren 
of  such  a  savage  pair. 

The  head  of  the  family  presently  entered  his 
cabin,  and,  much  to  Fuller's  astonishment,  he 
walked  directly  up  to  the  little  image  of  the  Vir- 
gin, suspended  on  the  wall,  and  commenced  an 
almost  inaudible  prayer,  continually  crossing 
himself.  Eatigued  and  hungry  as  he  must  have 
been,  he  kept  up  his  devotions  fully  three-quar- 
ters of  an  hour,  his  wife  in  the  mean  time 
making  preparations  for  supper.  The  meal 
consisted  of  the  national  dish  of  black  bread, 
which  is  very  sour  and  repulsive  to  unaccus- 
tomed palates,  moistened  by  very  sour  milk. 
In  honor  of  Fuller's  presence,  probably,  there 
was  also  set  upon  the  table  the  remarkable  tea- 
urn  of  the  Russians,  which  is  the  inevitable 
ornament  of  the  palace  and  hut.  It  is  a  won- 
derful invention,  and  it  seems  strange  that  some 
ingenious  Yankee  does  not  patent  it,  and  make 
a  fortune  by  its  introduction  into  our  own  coun- 
tr}'.  It  is  urn-shaped,  with  a  copper  or  iron 
cylinder  in  the  centre,  at  the  end  of  which  is  a 
bottom  something  like  a  coarse  sieve.  This 
urn  full  of  water  is  set  on  the  table,  a  little 
ooarsely  pulverized  charcoal  is  put  in  the  cylin- 
der and  set  on  fire.  In  two  or  three  minutes 
the  water  is  boiling.  The  tea-pot  is  set  upon 
the  top  of  the  urn,  its  contents  are  thus  kept 
warm,  and  are  readily  replenished  from  the  boil- 
ing Avater  below.  A  most  convenient  thing  for 
travelers,  and  indispensable  in  the  more  north- 
ern parts  of  Russia.  Unpalatable  as  were  the 
black  bread  and  sour  milk,  the  tea  was  deli- 
cious, and  after  this  sumptuous  repast  Fuller 
felt  a  little  more  comfortable.  Taking  into 
consideration  the  religious  character  of  his  host 
and  landlord,  and  watching  the  little  children, 
the  eldest  one  of  whom  tried  to  make  his  ac- 
quaintance, he  gradually  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  he  should  not  be  murdered  in  his  bed 
for  his  baggage,  and  endeavored  to  be  con- 
tented. 

The  eldest  of  the  children,  the  little  girl, 
gradually  came  to  his  side,  and  leaned  upon 
his  knee.  She  was  attracted  by  the  brilliant 
colors  of  a  cheap  scarf  he  had  around  his  neck, 
and  finally  got  bold  enough  to  put  up  her  little 
hands  and  touch  the  edges  with  her  fingers. 
Fuller  was  surprised  at  the  natural  beaut}'  of 
this  offshoot  of  a  Russian  peasant,  and  made 
the  reflection,  confirmed  by  all  subsequent  ex- 
perience, that  the  Russians  are  a  remarkably 
fine  race,  and  that  their  national  progress  is  the 
natural  result  of  their  blood.  He  held  a  long 
chat  with  this  little  girl,  the  language  of  the 
eyes  being  universal,  and  at  last,  to  please  her 
and  gain  the  good-will  of  her  parents,  he  took 
off  the  scarf  and  presented  it  to  the  child,  which 
generosity  was  repaid  by  the  mother  and  little 


girl  prostrating  themselves  before  him,  liter- 
ally "kissing  the  hem  of  his  garment." 

The  old  woman  then  went  out,  and  returned 
presently  with  a  bundle  of  clean  straw,  which 
she  scattered  over  the  floor,  and  placing  Ful- 
ler's carpet-bag  conveniently  for  a  pillow,  signi- 
fied that  his  bed  was  ready,  and  he  could  re- 
tire when  he  pleased. 

"Family  prayers"  then  followed,  which 
seemed  to  be  addressed  entirely  to  the  little 
image  already  alluded  to.  The' light  was  put 
out  by  ashes  being  thrown  over  the  living  em- 
bers in  the  large  fire-place.  The  wife,  without 
changing  her  clothing,  lay  down  beside  Fuller ; 
then  her  husband,  then  the  children— all  on 
the  floor.  The  novelty  of  his  situation  ren- 
dered sleep  impossible. 

The  next  morning  up  bright  and  early.  Ful- 
ler noticed  that  his  scarf  was  draped  under  the 
Virgin  ;  she  got  the  credit  for  the  gift.  After 
a  breakfast  of  black  bread  and  sour  milk,  he 
started  again  on  his  journey  over  a  flat  country, 
the  most  desolate  forbidding  moor,  a  low  wet 
prairie,  unrelieved  by  a  single  break  in  the 
landscape,  or  by  a  tree,  shrub,  or  peasant's  cot- 
tage. This  continued  for  three  long  and  weary 
days,  when  he  suddenly,  after  descending  into 
a  valley,  came  upon  the  suburbs  of  the  large 
and  flourishing  town  of  Katherinoff. 

More  dead  than  alive,  from  the  rough  usage 
of  his  journey,  he  got  out  of  his  cart  at  a  hand- 
somely constructed  hotel,  which  stood  upon  the 
public  square,  and  in  sight  of  which,  his  ex- 
periences in  Odessa  informed  him,  was  the  of- 
ficial residence  of  some  noble,  with  the  usual 
garden  attached.  He  settled  with  his  faithful 
driver — for  he  had  shown  himself  to  be  as  honest 
and  stolid  as  his  horse — went  into  the  hotel, 
where  he  was  instantly  surrounded  by  obsequi- 
ous waiters,  for  his  appearance  was  so  equivo- 
cal and  unexpected  that  he  was  always,  at  first 
sight,  taken  for  some  immense  grandee.  He 
took  out  his  paper  on  which  was  written  the 
commonplace  expressions  of  Russian  and  En- 
glish ;  but  not  being  able  to  make  head  nor  tail 
of  them,  he  dramatically  pointed  to  his  mouth 
and  said  "Beef-steak."  This  was  sufficient. 
This  word  is  understood  in  all  countries,  at  all 
public  houses,  as  an  order  for  something  sub- 
stantial to  eat. 

After  satisfying  his  craving  hunger,  with  the 
professional  eye  of  a  showman  he  looked  about 
the  streets,  and  saw  the  Avelcome  evidence  of 
"amusements  patronized"  by  the  remains  of 
old  show-bills  on  street  corners,  wilting  away 
under  the  influence  of  the  weather.  Pursuing 
information  under  difficulties,  he  finally  came 
across  the  proper  man,  in  the  person  of  a  Ger- 
man, who  made  himself  generally  useful  to  for- 
eign performers — a  man  who  knew  where  to 
apply  for  a  license  to  have  an  exhibition,  knew 
the  best  people  to  consult  on  the  subject ;  who 
Avas,  in  fact,  a  natural  factotum  for  every  show- 
man, and  AA-as  as  distinctly  marked  to  designate 
his  genus  as  is  a  tiger  or  a  zebra. 

This  felloAV  entered  into  Fuller's  projects 
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with  painful  avidity ;  he  had  never  seen  any 
one  skate  on  wheels  ;  but  the  novelty  struck 
him  as  something  wonderful,  and  he  proposed 
to  go  at  once  and  make  the  proper  arrange- 
ments. Fuller  was  very  anxious  to  give  a  per- 
formance, for  his  funds  Avere  running  low.  To 
secure  this  man's  confidence  he  offered  to  go 
to  the  hotel  and  let  him  witness  a  rehearsal; 
the  man  said  this  was  no  matter.  Rather  du- 
bious about  success,  for  he  Avas  embarrassed  at 
the  fellow's  enthusiasm.  Fuller  let  him  have 
his  own  way,  and  in  the  course  of  two  hours 
the  German  came  over  to  him  and  showed  him 
a  permission  to  exhibit,  and  leave  to  give  a 
performance  in  the  public  garden.  That  night, 
with  this  man's  personal  assistance,  he  erected 
a  stage  fifty  feet  square,  over  which  he  put  a 
large  tent,  which  was  part  of  the  furniture  of 
the  garden,  and  surmounted  the  temporary 
structure  with  the  American  flag. 

In  the  mean  time  Fuller's  agent  had  a  pla- 
card printed  and  stuck  up  on  the  public  places, 
announcing  that  an  American  gentleman,  "by 
special  order"  on  his  way  to  St.  Petersburg  to 
perform  before  his  Imperial  Majesty  the  Em- 
peror, a  man  who  was  overloaded  with  decora- 
tions presented  by  his  own  country  and  the 
"natives  of  the  East,"  a  man  rolling  in  wealth, 
had  agreed  to  give  his  unrivaled  performance 
to  the  people  of  the  city. 

The  night  of  his  first  appearance  was  greeted 
with  a  crowded  house.  The  aristocracy  of  the 
city  were  delighted ;  and  after  fulfilling  his  an- 
nounced engagement  of  four  nights,  he  per- 
formed in  the  Nobles'  Hall  for  the  more  espe- 
cial gratification  of  the  ladies  and  children,  and 
ended  by  a  farewell  benefit,  in  which  he  was 
made  to  understand,  because  of  his  being  an 
American,  they  were  glad  to  show  him  all  pos- 
sible attention.  His  German  agent  he  paid 
liberally,  and  he  was  happy  beyond  expression 
while  Fuller  remained  with  him,  and  would 
have  followed  him  on  his  journey,  but  was 
somehow  on  the  limits  for  debt,  and  could  not 
leave  the  place. 

Fuller  Avas  now  on  the  regular  government 
route  toward  the  capital  of  the  empire.  In- 
stead of  a  private  conveyance  he  could  travel 
by  the  post  route,  which  is  regulated  by  Rus- 
sian law.  You  hire  your  horses  at  stated  prices, 
and  go  a  stated  number  of  miles,  traveling  from 
station  to  station,  accompanied  by  a  pass  which 
you  have  to  show  at  every  stopping-place  ;  and 
woe  to  the  unhappy  man,  Avhether  traveler  or 
driver,  if  any  thing  tangible  does  not  exactly 
agree  with  that  written  instrument !  The  ve- 
hicle was  the  usual  cart  Avithout  springs,  and 
the  traveling  sIoav  ;  but  it  Avas  safe,  and,  after 
its  fashion,  comfortable.  Under  such  flivorable 
auspices  Fuller  started  for  KarkoA-,  five  hundred 
and  eighty  miles  from  Moscoav.  This  he  kncAV 
AA^as  a  grand  city,  ftimous  for  having  four  annu- 
al fairs,  and  consequently  ahvays  favorable  for 
exhibitions. 

The  second  night  out  his  journey  Avas  sud- 
denly arrested.    The  report  at  the  station  Avas 


that  no  traveler  would  be  allowed  to  pursue  his 
Avay  for  tAvo  or  more  days.  A  courier  had 
passed  along,  announcing  that  the  Emperor  was 
on  the  road,  moving  toAvard  the  Black  Sea,  and 
all  the  horses  Avere  of  course  at  his  command. 
The  best  ones  (and  all  Avere  bad  enough)  Avere 
stabled  and  groomed.  Fuller  congratulated 
himself  that  he  would  at  least  have  the  satis- 
faction of  seeing  the  grand  personage,  Avho,  ac- 
cording to  his  friend  at  KatherinofF,  had  hired 
him  at  great  expense  to  come  to  his  capital. 
He  hung  about  the  post  station,  for  there  Avas 
no  house  but  the  stables  and  inn,  and  aAvaited 
the  result.  The  contemplated  arrival  of  the 
Czar  had  a  singular  effect  upon  the  people.  It 
appeared  as  if  they  envied  the  A^ery  horses  that 
Avere  to  drag  the  carriages  in  his  suit.  There 
Avas  a  veneration  and  almost  Avorship  displayed 
Avhich  Fuller  could  not  Avholly  resist ;  and  he 
began  to  look  for  the  Emperor's  arrival  Avith  al- 
most as  much  anxiety  as  did  his  glorious  ma- 
jesty's subjects.  The  third  night,  about  tAvelve 
o'clock,  Fuller  heard  a  noise  in  the  court-yard, 
and  sprang  to  the  AvindoAA'.  It  Avas  moonlight — 
made  dim  by  passing  heavy  clouds.  He  caught 
a  glimpse  of  a  dozen  tall  men  on  horseback, 
their  steel  breast-plates  and  splendid  uniforms 
half  concealed  under  heavy  cloaks  ;  their  helm- 
ets glistened  for  a  moment ;  they  gave  some  di- 
rections in  a  loAV  voice,  and  dashed  on.  The 
next  moment  all  the  groomed  post-horses  were 
arranged  in  the  road.  Presently  a  carriage 
dashed  up,  the  horses  were  instantly  changed ; 
another  came  along  with  the  same  result,  until 
some  thirty,  all  apparently  exactly  alike,  Avere 
thus  mysteriously  dispatched.  In  one  of  these 
carriages,  no  outsider  kncAV  Avhich  one,  AA-as  the 
Emperor  of  all  the  Russias,  possibly  asleep. 
It  Avas  a  dramatic  performance,  and  impressed 
upon  the  minds  of  the  simple  Russians  that 
"the  father"  Avas  indeed  a  god.  The  mystery 
attending  the  Avhole  movement  inspired  Fuller's 
democratic  republican  soul  Avith  a  feeling  of 
awe  and  reverence  that  he  did  not  suppose 
could  be  called  forth  by  any  human  being. 

At  Karkov  he  found  all  the  facilities  and  as- 
sociations peculiar  to  any  large  city.  The  ho- 
tels Avere  so  crowded  that  he  was  congratulated 
that  he  got  a  sleeping-place  in  a  servant's  room. 
Here  he  met  Avith  a  native-born  American,  but 
Avho  Avas  superficially  a  German  Jcav.  He  said 
he  Avas  born  in  Ncav  York,  and  Avhen  about  ten 
years  of  age  his  parents,  having  made  a  com- 
petency, returned  to  Frankfort,  their  native 
city.  The  German  Israelitish  American  ap- 
peared to  be  very  much  of  a  cosmopolitan,  and 
could  be  at  home  any  Avlicre.  He  Avas  Avell 
acquainted  Avith  KarkoA--,  and  insisted  on  show- 
ing Fuller  some  of  the  splendid  churches  Avhich 
adorn  the  city.  In  a  public  building  he  saAv  a 
library  containing  fifty  thousand  volumes.  They 
Avere  splendidly  bound,  and  seemed  more  for 
shoAV  than  use. 

At  this  place  Fuller  made  a  profitable  en- 
gagement, and  appeared  four  times  at  the  En- 
glish Opera  House,  a  handsome  building,  dedi- 
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cated  to  all  sorts  of  performances  when  not 
used  by  the  opera  company,  the  performers  of 
which  company,  he  understood,  were  under  the 
patronage  of  the  government. 

On  his  way  to  Poltava  he  found  he  had  com- 
pleted more  than  half  of  his  journey  of  a  thou- 
sand miles  which  lay  between  Odessa  and  Mos- 
cow. He  was  now  becoming  deeply  impressed 
with  the  wealth  and  universal  prosperity  of  the 
people.  He  had  so  far  seen  nothing  to  indicate 
discomfort  or  oppression.  The  country  was 
still  level,  in  fact  a  continued  plain ;  but  the 
soil  was  now  very  rich,  and  forest  trees  and 
vegetation  began  to  display  themselves.  The 
climate  Avas  so  temperate  that  the  cattle,  which 
are  remarkably  fine,  graze  out  all  the  year 
round.  Poltava,  which  is  a  small  town,  is 
called  the  market-garden  of  the  empire.  Here 
is  a  monument  erected  to  celebrate  Peter  the 
Great's  decisive  victory  at  this  place,  in  1709, 
over  Charles  XII.  of  Sweden.  Here  ruller 
found  an  Italian  Opera  House,  and  the  usual 
"Nobles'  Garden."  His  skating  called  forth 
the  most  remarkable  demonstrations  of  pleas- 
ure. The  mass  of  the  people  were  very  little 
accustomed  to  ice  skating,  and  the  novelty  was 
almost  as  great  as  when  he  appeared  before  the 
Nabob  of  Surat.  The  Russians,  as  a  people,  do 
not  indulge  much  in  skating,  though  the  popu- 
lar idea  in  America  is  that  such  is  the  case,  and 
naturally,  but  improperly,  connect  with  Russia 
a  cold,  inhospitable  climate. 

Approaqhing  Orel,  which  is  two  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  from  JNIoscow,  Puller  found  the 
country  beginning  to  be  more  broken  and  pic- 
turesque. This  place,  though  not  large,  is 
quite  fashionable,  being  what  we  should  call 
the  capital  city  of  the  State.  The  government 
houses  are  very  handsome,  and  he  was  im- 
pressed with  the  idea  that  the  representatives 
of  imperialism  were  more  directly  under  the 
vivifying  influence  of  "  head-quarters. "  There 
was  no  place,  however,  for  public  exhibitions 
except  in  the  Nobles'  Garden.  His  reputation 
had  now  preceded  him,  and  he  had  a  large  and 
fashionable  audience,  many  ladies,  represent- 
ing the  nobility,  being  among  the  spectators. 
He  was  again  impressed  with  the  attention  pro- 
fessional exhibitors  receive  in  Russia ;  for  the 
day  following  his  second  performance,  as  he 
was  passing  along  the  street,  a  carriage  drew 
up  and  stopped  in  front  of  him.  In  it  was  a 
lady  of  high  rank,  who  spoke  to  him  in  Ger- 
man. Puller  knew  enough  to  say  that  he  did 
not  understand  the  language.  The  ladv  laugh- 
ed heartily,  and  said  something  in  an  entirely 
unknown  tongue.  He  Avas  still  more  embar- 
rassed. She  then  looked  at  his  feet,  and  point- 
ed toward  the  garden  Avhere  he  had  performed, 
and  then  pointing  to  the  front  seat  in  her  car- 
riage, indicated  that  she  Avished  him  to  occupy 
it,  Avhich  he  did  Avithout  further  hesitation. 
Under  her  guidance  he  rode  through  the 
streets  of  the  tOAvn  and  entered  the  suburbs. 
The  lady  pointed  out  Avhat  she  considered  to 
be  the  most  attractive  places,  and  concluded 


her  grateful  hospitality  by  driving  up  to  a 
summer  garden,  Avhere  she  regaled  him  with 
refreshments,  the  materials  of  Avhich  Avere 
cake,  fruit,  and  Champagne.  He  made  some 
pantomimic  demonstrations  as  to  payment,  but 
the  lady  smiled,  and  took  out  her  OAvn  purse. 
He  Avaited  upon  her  to  her  carriage,  Avhere 
Avaving  her  hand  as  an  adieu,  Avithout  further 
ceremony  she  drove  ofi". 

The  same  lady  afterAvard  got  up  a  priA'ate 
entertainment  at  her  OAvn  house,  and  gave 
Puller  an  opportunity  of  appearing  before  an 
audience  composed  almost  entirely  of  matrons 
and  their  children.  The  custom  the  nobility 
have  of  waxing  their  floors  until  they  are 
thoroughly  polished  made  it  almost  impossible 
for  parlor  skating  to  be  Avell  done.  The  Lord 
Dundreary  exhibition  Avas,  therefore,  more  per- 
fect for  this  very  reason ;  and  the  children 
Avere  convulsed  Avith  his  mishaps.  At  this 
family  performance  the  Cracovienne,  Avith  the 
proper  music  and  costume,  Avas  received  Avith 
mixed  feelings  of  admiration  and  surprise, 
some  of  the  children  alluding  to  the  Poles  in 
some  Avay,  Avhich  gave  it  possibly  a  political 
character. 

Puller  next  proceeded  to  Tula,  "the  Bir- 
mingham of  Russia,"  a  handsome,  thriving  little 
town ;  here  he  saAV  by  the  play-bills  on  the  street 
corners  that  there  Avas  no  public  place  of  amuse- 
ment, and  he  could  not  find  a  person  Avho  spoke 
English.  In  disgust  he  Avent  on  to  SerpuchoA-, 
Avhere  he  struck  the  railway,  AA'hich  runs  to 
MoscoAv.  The  rolling  stock  of  the  road  is  made 
after  the  English  fashion,  and  in  accordance 
Avith  custom,  comfort,  and  economy,  he  took  a 
second-class  car.  Here  he  discovered  that 
baggage  is  ahvays  counted  extra^  and  paid  for 
accordingly.  It  Avas  a  great  comfort,  after  traA'- 
eling  in  Russian  carts  Avithout  springs,  to  sit 
doAvn  in  one  of  these  carriages  with  "modern 
improvements,"  and  to  be  hauled  along,  not 
at  the  rate  of  six  miles  an  hour  by  suffering, 
half-starved  horses,  but  by  tireless  steam  that 
seemed  to  Puller  to  fly  over  the  road. 

In  a  fcAv  hours,  and  late  at  night,  he  reached 
the  ancient  capital  of  Russia,  after  haA'ing,  in 
five  months,  traveled  over  the  distance  of  a 
thousand  miles,  passing  through  the  very  heart 
of  the  empire,  meeting  all  the  Avay,  from  all 
classes,  respectful  attention,  universal  kindness, 
and  generous  hospitality. 

At  MoscoAV  he  found  letters  from  his  foreign 
friends,  and  many  Americans,  Avho  gave  him  a 
Avelcome ;  also  a  popular  troupe  of  Tyrolean 
minstrels,  Avitli  the  manager  of  Avhich  he  at 
once  made  a  profitable  engagement. 

Puller  remained  in  this  city  for  three  months. 
In  the  Tyrolean  troupe  one  of  the  "stars"  AA^as 
a  remarkably  handsome  girl,  Avho  received  great 
attention  from  the  Russian  nobility,  the  ladies 
striving  Avith  each  other  in  inviting  her  to  their 
houses.  These  people  Avould  also  get  up  ex- 
pensive entertainments,  and  iuA'ite  members  of 
the  troupe  to  take  part  Avith  them  in  social 
pleasure-gatherings.    In  the  suburbs  of  Mos- 
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cow  lie  visited  the  iron-works  owned  by  Mr. 
Williams. 

Euller's  ambition  of  seeing  St.  Petersburg 
was  at  last  to  be  gratified.  Before  he  started 
for  that  wonderful  city  he  had  made  an  engage- 
ment which  would  occupy,  by  specification,  at 
least  seven  months.  Taking  the  cars,  he  reach- 
ed the  city  without  accident,  and  a  casual  ex- 
amination confirmed  hira  in  his  opinion,  that  the 
principal  towns  through  which  he  had  passed 
were  mere  miniature  representations  of  the  grand 
capital.  In  St.  Petersburg,  besides  Opera  House 
and  theatres,  there  were  innumerable  gardens, 
some  belonging  to  the  people,  others  the  exclu- 
sive property  of  the  nobility.  JNIany  of  these 
places  were  truly  magnificent.  Eor  four  con- 
secutive months  he  went  nightly  through  his 
performance  at  Tivoli  Gardens,  the  most  aris- 
tocratic place  of  public  resort.  A  thousand 
persons  would  often  be  spectators  ;  and,  after  he 
got  through,  five  hundred  persons  would  put  on 
the  skates  and  enjoy  the  sport.  To  give  vari- 
ety, the  manager  had  numerous  costly  dresses 
and  masquerades  for  Fuller,  which,  together 
with  an  immense  band  of  first-class  musicians, 
gave  life  and  spirit  to  these  entertainments. 

Many  of  the  ladies  of  the  ton  connected  with 
the  court  would  contribute  to  these  amusements, 
and  would  often  have  them  repeated  at  their 
palaces.  These  public  entertainments  invari- 
ably closed  at  eleven  o'clock. 

When  permitted.  Fuller  visited  the  notable 
places,  but  especially  he  cultivated  some  of  the 
resident  Americans,  from  whom  he  received 
the  most  hospitable  attentions.  In  the  suburbs 
of  this  city  Mr.  Williams,  who  now  owns  the 
railroad  between  St.  Petersburg  and  Moscow, 
has  his  great  factory  for  the  construction  of 
railway  carriages,  employing  sometimes  over  a 
thousand  men,  many  of  whom  are  representa- 
tives of  official  families,  who  thus  obtain  a 
practical  knowledge  that  will  make  them  use- 
ful citizens.  The  example  of  Peter  the  Great, 
in  working  in  the  navy-yard  in  Holland  as  a 
mechanic,  has  not  been  lost  on  the  masters  of 
his  great  people. 

Fuller  skated  with,  and  under  the  patronage 
of,  the  Russian  Noble  Club  on  the  Neva,  and  was 
honored  with  one  appearance  at  the  great  na- 
tional theatre,  where  all  the  great  artists  of  the 
world  appear ;  for  this  performance  he  was  paid 
by  the  government. 

From  St.  Petersburg  he  went  by  rail  to  Ber- 
lin, and  then  appeared  successively  at  Dres- 
den, Mecklenburg,  Cologne,  Diisseldorf,  and  in 
all  the  large  towns  of  Germany.  He  performed 
before  the  immense  crowds  gathered  at  the  great 
fair  of  Leipsic,  and  finally  reached  the  conven- 
tional land  of  skaters,  the  little  kingdom  of 
Holland,  where  he  found  the  most  favorable 
building  for  his  exhibition  he  had  seen  in  Eu- 
rope, which  was  known  as  the  "Crystal  Palace," 
the  grand  hall  of  which  was  three  hundred  and 
seventy-five  feet  long.  There  was  a  nightly 
attendance  at  this  magnificent  exhibition-room 
of  a  band  of  sixty  musicians — and  a  thousand 


spectators  made  but  little  impression  on  the 
enormous  space  of  this  hall.  The  Hollanders 
are  not  good  skaters,  though  their  artists  are 
very  fond  of  introducing  figures  thus  employed 
in  their  winter  landscapes.  Moreover,  there 
is  but  little  ice  in  the  country ;  there  were  but 
three  days  of  ice  skating  the  winter  Fuller  spent 
in  Amsterdam. 

The  Hollanders  are  fast  skaters  for  a  short 
distance,  but  expressed  the  most  imbounded 
astonishment  at  Fuller's  proposition  to  make  a 
trial  skill  around  a  circuit  of  ten  miles. 

In  his  experiences  in  Holland  there  was  some- 
thing he  never  could  understand.  His  fancy 
dances  were  always  viewed  with  a  sort  of  stoical 
indifference  ;  but  whenever  he  folded  his  arms, 
and  thus  moved  along,  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
spectators  knew  no  bounds.  The  gentlemen 
would  cheer,  and  the  ladies  wave  their  hand- 
kerchiefs in  frantic  admiration.  What  there 
was  about  this  easiest  of  all  the  motions  on 
skates  that  so  pleased  these  people  he  could 
never  understand.  It  may  probably  have  arisen 
from  tlie  fact  that  the  Hollanders,  in  skating  in 
their  straight  lines,  keep  their  arms  flying  like 
the  sails  of  a  wind-mill. 

While  in  Amsterdam  there  came  off  a  regat- 
ta, the  contestants  being  English  yachts  against 
those  lampooned  specimens  of  naval  architect- 
ure known  as  Dutch  galiots.  To  his  sea-far- 
ing astonishment,  these  primitive-looking  ves- 
sels, with  bows  like  the  side  of  a  wash-tub,  out- 
sailed the  English  yachts,  beating  them  easily 
in  calm  or  rough  weather ! 

At  Rotterdam  he  had  a  day  of  splendid  skat- 
ing in  the  harbor,  the  people  lining  the  river- 
banks  by  thousands.  After  appearing  at  all 
the  principal  towns,  he  ended  his  engagements 
on  parlor  skates  before  the  Queen  in  the  Opera 
House  of  the  Hague,  to  Avhich  place  she  had  just 
returned  from  her  summer  palace. 

While  in  Amsterdam  he  visited  Broek,  on 
the  suburbs  of  that  city,  which  Washington 
Irving,  thirty  years  previously,  described  as  the 
cleanest  city  in  the  Avorld.  The  place  is  sadly 
altered  since  then,  for  now  animals— two  cats 
and  a  terrier  dog  among  them — are  occasional- 
ly seen  in  the  thoroughfares,  and  there  are 
blades  of  grass  absolutely  peeping  out  between 
the  bricks  that  cover  the  highways.  The 
premium  for  neatness  is  now  to  be  awarded 
Zaandam ;  the  streets  of  which  are  also  paved 
with  brick,  which  are  not  allowed  to  be  profaned 
with  the  feet  or  hoofs  of  any  beast  whatever. 
The  houses  have  either  their  face  or  rear  built 
on  a  canal ;  consequently  there  are  no  yards, 
and  the  cellars  are  in  the  garrets. 

Here  it  was  that  Peter  the  Great  pursued  his 
business  of  a  ship-carpenter.  The  hut  in  which 
he  wrought  as  a  mechanic  is  still  in  existence, 
protected  from  the  elements  by  a  brick  building 
that  incloses  it.  Here  are  still  to  be  seen  his 
work-bench,  his  tools,  and  his  favorite  seat. 
While  looking  at  the  memorials  of  departed 
greatness,  it  occurred  to  Fuller  how  strange  it 
was  that  Shakspeare's  house  had  been  demol- 
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ished,  and  that  the  cottage  of  his  wife,  Anne 
Hathaway,  was  then  for  sale,  subject  to  being 
removed  from  its  foundations.  Tlie  Hollanders 
pay  a  respect  to  the  memory  of  a  neighboring 
monarch  and  alien  that  the  British  people  do 
not  to  their  own  blood,  and  one  superior  to 
Peter  the  Great,  the  immortal  Shakspeare ! 

Pive  years  had  nearly  elapsed  since  Puller, 
with  his  simple  pair  of  skates,  left  New  York 
city,  and  turning  his  face  toward  San  Prancis- 
co,  crossed  the  continent  of  North  America, 
and  embarked  on  the  broad  expanse  of  the 
great  Pacific.  Crossing  its  entire  width  he 
reached  Australia,  passing  thence  up  the  Indi- 
an Ocean  to  the  Arabian  and  Red  Sea,  to  Suez, 
Alexandria,  and  Constantinople;  then  across 
the  Black  Sea  and  the  continent  of  Europe, 
until,  upon  the  broad  w^harfs  of  Amsterdam,  he 
could,  in  imagination  at  least,  look  across  the 
stormy  Atlantic  and  see  his  native  land.  He 
had  literally  gone  around  the  world  on  skates. 

A  few  weeks  of  the  fall  of  1869  Mr.  Puller  pass- 
ed with  his  friends  in  the  United  States.  In  cas- 
ual conversations  from  time  to  time  our  detailed 
account  of  his  novel  experiences  was  obtained 
— and  probably  he  was  more  surprised  at  the 
fact  that  they  were  considered  worth  a  serious 
record  than  he  ever  was  in  their  trials,  sufter- 
ings,  and  enjoyments.  In  the  New  York  city 
morning  papers  of  October  31,  18G9,  among  the 
passengers  bound  for  Paris  is  the  name  of  W.  H. 
Puller.  In  this  metropolitan  city  of  the  world, 
from  present  indications,  he  seems  destined, 
for  a  while  at  least,  to  be  the  star  on  skates. 
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MARM  LINDA"  was  the  central  figure 
in  m}'  grandmother's  kitchen ;  the  jet 
ornament,  so  to  speak,  on  the  bosom  of  my  ma- 
ternal family  !  Her  imtiring  activity,  fidelity, 
and  boundless  capability  were  the  chief  corner- 
stones of  its  domestic  repose ;  her  native  wit 
and  quaint  drollery  the  crowning  glory  of  its 
pinnacle  of  pride.  These  peculiarities  of  hers 
had,  in  the  course  of  years,  made  her  so  widely 
and  favorably  known  through  all  the  branches 
and  twigs  of  the  family  tree,  that  to  quote  from 
Marm  Linda  Avas  like  quoting  from  Shakspeare, 
only  that  it  often  happened  that  her  remarks 
were  wonderfully  like  the  celebrated  "play  of 
Hamlet  with  the  Prince  of  Denmark  left  out," 
for  from  the  very  abundance  and  volubility  of 
her  words,  and  the  tropical  luxuriance  of  her 
fancy,  there  was  apt  to  spring  up  a  charmiifg 
obscurity  of  expression,  which  gave  a  certain 
raciness  to  her  remarks  wholly  original ;  her 
tropes  and  her  metaphors,  her  similes  and  her 
aphorisms,  were  so  abundant  that  they  often 
fairly  tripped  up  each  other's  heels  in  the  utter- 
ance ;  and  Avhile  the  gist  of  her  remarks  was 
usually  discernible  amidst  the  fog  and  the  me- 
lee, the  language  which  was  intended  to  be  the 
vehicle  of  their  conveyance  was  very  apt  to  be 
upset,  if  not  foundered  and  wrecked  on  its  Avay  ; 
and  any  endeavor  to  set  her  right  in  such  cases 


usually  brought  out  a  flood  of  merry,  musical 
laughter,  and  the  words,  "Laws!  well;  did  I 
now  ?  Well,  what  odds  ?  I  s'pose  if  I  didn't 
speak  I  shouldn't  sav  nothing ;  so  dare  it  is,  yer 
see." 

I  can  not  venture  in  this  brief  sketch  of  my 
old  heroine  to  say,  as  some  have  done,  in  deal- 
ing with  similar  dark  subjects,  "Linda  was  of 
the  pure  Congo  breed  ;"  or,  "  She  was  an  un- 
mixed African  ;"  for  she  was  probably  nothing 
of  the  sort. 

I  am  not  going  to  puzzle  or  Aveary  my  read- 
ers Avith  any  profound  genealogical  investiga- 
tions into  the  history,  name,  and  nation  of  her 
various  progenitors : 

"Who  Avas  her  father?  Who  was  her  mother? 
Had  she  a  sister?  Had  she  a  brother?"' 

and  all  that  sort  of  thing  ;  probably  neither  Ave 
nor  she  could  have  done  so  if  Ave  had  tried, 
and  fortunately  neither  she  nor  Ave  ever  felt 
called  upon  to  make  the  attempt.  She  Avas  in 
the  Avorld,  she  had  come  into  it  by  some  means 
or  other,  she  did  not  know  how ;  she  Avas  in  it 
for  some  purpose  or  other,  she  did  not  knoAV 
Avhat ;  and  she  had  got  to  leave  it  at  some 
time  or  other,  she  did  not  know  Avhen ;  and 
that  Avas  all  she  seemed  to  knoAA^,  or  care  to 
knoAA',  upon  the  subject ;  and,  after  all,  is  not 
that  in  reality  pretty  much  the  amount  of  Avhat 
Ave  any  of  us  do  knoAv  about  it  ? 
.  To  be  sure  Ave  have  "  had  fathers  in  the 
flesh,"  and  so  doubtless  had  she,  although  she 
could  not  name  them ;  and  if  she  could  not 
finish  the  quotation,  "Avhich  corrected  us,"  she 
could  tell  of  many  Avho  had  done  her  that  serv- 
ice Avithout  the  parental  claim  to  justify  them 
in  doing  so ;  so  Ave  Avill  let  her  antecedents  go, 
only  premising  that,  as  in  the  popular  strong 
drinks  of  her  native  Southern  States,  the  far- 
famed  "sherry-cobblers,"  and  "mint-juleps," 
SAveet  and  sour,  ice  and  spirit,  fruit  and  herb, 
are  mingled  in  strange  and  seemingly  incongru- 
ous juxtaposition,  and  yet  by  the  mere  turning 
of  a  straAv  they  are  "in  linked  SAveetness  long 
draAA'n  out."  pA^en  so  it  seemed  in  Linda's 
moral,  mental,  and  physical  composition,  the 
Saxon,  Congo,  French,  Indian,  and  Spanish 
elements,  in  their  unknoAvn  relationships  and 
in  an  unremembered  past,  had  been  mingled 
together,  and  from  this  strange  medley  of  na- 
tions and  sects  had  come  forth  something  very 
good,  and  that  something  blessed  our  home, 
and  Avas  "Marm  Linda."  In  person,  Marm 
Linda  Avas  tall  and  stately ;  not  portly,  as  is 
too  often  the  unclassical  fault  in  females  of  her 
hue,  but  trim  and  Avell  built ;  ahvays  scrupu- 
lously neat  in  her  dress,  though  Avitli  a  very 
decided  leaning  to  color  and  ornament ;  Avith  a 
fiice  of  deep  thoughtfulness  Avhen  at  rest,  but 
suddenly  breaking  up  and  dimpling  into  all 
sorts  of  queer  quips,  and  quirks,  and  droll  gri- 
maces Avhen  she  spoke  ;  embellishing  her  oratory 
by  the  free  and  graceful  as  well  as  emphatic 
gesticulations  of  head  and  feet,  hands,  arms, 
and  shoulders. 
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This  droll  and  piquant  face  was  always  en- 
hanced by  the  showy  folds  of  the  Southern  tur- 
ban, which  she  had  never  laid  aside,  and  which 
she  seemed  to  regard  as  a  mark  of  caste ;  for 
although  very  glad  to  have  found  a  home  in  the 
North,  and  very  proud  of  the  free  breath  she 
drew  there,  she  still,  in  her  heart,  entertained 
a  certain  respectful  memory  of  the  aristocracy 
of  her  native  place,  and  took  ever  a  grim  pleas- 
ure in  recalling  the  ancient  glories  of  the  ''Old 
Dominion,"  evidently  feeling  that  some  of  the 
reflected  splendor  and  respectability  of  those 
old  times  still  surrounded  her,  because  she  had 
been  their  bondwoman,  "  born  on  their  estate  ;" 
and  she  often  ended  her  remarks  with  "Laws ! 
bress  yer,  chile !  yer  don'  no  noffing  'bout  it ; 
how  should  yer?  I  s'pect  we  had  more  nig- 
gers on  our  plantation  den  any  one  round ! 
Laws !  why,  dey  war  jes  like  grasshoppers  un- 
der yer  feet,  so  thick,  and  'bout  as  much  use !" 

It  was  one  of  the  chief  pleasures  of  my  early 
life  to  draw  out  from  Marm  Linda  some  of  the 
gorgeous  reminiscences  of  those  far-gone  days, 
when,  herself  a  mere  thing,  a  chattel,  she  saw 
and  heard  what  others  were  enjoying  around 
her ;  but  this  was  a  difficult  thing  to  do — a  di- 
rect inquiry  would  have  been  met  by  Marm 
Linda  with  a  respectful  but  obdurate  silence  : 
the  subject  had  to  be  approached  with  extreme 
caution  ;  but  when  once  she  began,  particularly 
if  you  could  so  manage  your  tactics  as  to  make 
her  appear  to  volunteer  the  communication,  she 
was  free  and  voluble,  warming  up  with  her  sub- 
ject, and  pouring  out  strange  facts,  and  queer 
comments  upon  them,  with  a  spiciness  wholly 
her  own. 

"I  thought  I'd  come  out  and  sit  with  you  a 
little  while,  Marm  Linda,"  I  said,  one  warm 
summer's  afternoon.  "Grandmamma  is  fast 
asleep  on  the  sofa,  I  believe,  and  it  is  so  much 
cooler  and  lighter  here  than  it  is  in  the  parlor." 

"Well,  yes }  I  s'pects  so,"  said  Marm  Lin- 
da, evidently  glad  to  see  me,  although  she 
did  not  wish  to  flatter  me  by  letting  me  see  it. 
— "  Well,  yes ;  I  s'pect  it  is — don't  hev  to  shet 
de  bressed  sun  an'  wind  out  ob  my  kitchen  to 
keep  my  fine  carpet  and  furniter  from  fading — 
that's  so.  Set  down,  honey,  if  yer  like  to — do. 
Law  sakes,  chile !  no,  not  dare ;  don't  go 
a  nudging  yersel'  up  inter  de  winder,  jes  like  de 
cat,  an'  mussing  up  all  yer  putty  ruffles.  Look 
a  dare  now;  see  what  a  muss  yer  making  ob 
'um!  I  guess  if  yer  hed  to  iron  out  yer  own 
dresses  yersel',  yer'd  mind  how  yer  used  'um 
dat  a  way.  I  reckon  yer'd  be  a  deal  more  ker- 
fuler  ob  dem.  See  now !  how  yer  all  up  in  a 
crimp  behind.  How  long  dat  gownd  going 
to  las',  I  wonder,  if  yer  use  it  so  ?" 

"I  don't  know,"  I  answered,  carelessly. 
"However,  that  is  no  look-out  of  yours,  Marm 
Linda — you  won't  have  to  do  it  up,  any  way." 

"No,"  said  my  old  companion,  laughing 
good-humoredly,  "  I  sha'n't.  True  for^yer,  yer 
better  believe  it — dat's  de  bressed  trufF,  if  yer 
don't  nebber  live  to  tell  anoder  ;  but  why  can't 
yer  hev  took  a  cheer,  honey,  and  sot  down  in 


it,  like  any  oder  Christianer  doz,  an'  not  be 
allers  boosting  up  on  to  de  winder-lege,  or  hist- 
ing  up  on  to  de  table,  just  like  a  heathen  cod- 
derped — hey  ?" 

This  last  figure  of  speech  was  a  very  favorite 
one  with  Marm  Linda.  What  her  exact  idea 
of  a  quadruped  was  we  could  never  conject- 
wre ;  but,  as  it  was  generally  preceded  by  the 
term  "  heathen,"  we  always  supposed  it  meant 
something  very  bad  in  her  mind. 

"I  'clare  I  nebber  see  yong  gals  kick  about 
as  dey  doz  nowaday,"  gravely  went  on  this 
sable  teacher  of  deportment;  "an'  I  tink  it's 
awful  ongenteel — 'tain't  manners  to  do  so,  an' 
manners  is  a  bery  line  ting,  particular  when 
dey  doz  not  cost  nothing." 

"When  they  do  not  cost  any  thing,  did  you 
say?"  said  I,  laughing,  and  removing  myself, 
by  another  Ellsler  twirl,  from  the  window-sill 
to  the  end  of  the  dresser  as  I  spoke.  "  Are 
manners  any  better,  then,  Marm  Linda,  when 
they  are  to  be  got  cheap  ?" 

"Dare  yer  go  agin,"  said  my  old  friend, 
holding  up  her  hands  in  holy  horror  at  my  ab- 
rupt evolution.  "Dare  yer  go — my  gracious, 
chile  !  I'd  tink  ver  war  a  born  pancake — I  'clare 
I  would." 

"  Or  a  turn-over :  how  will  that  do,  mam- 
my ?"  I  said. 

"No,"  said  Marm  Linda,  sternly;  "yer  a 
deal  more  like  to  be  a  turn-out,  I  reckon,  if  yer 
don't  'have  yerself.  I  isn't  going  to  hev  no 
sich  confloptions  in  dis  yere  kitchen,  I  tell  yer. 
Ef  yer  can't  set  down  widoat  rooting  roun'  an' 
wriggling  so,  yer'd  better  go  out  and  wriggle 
in  de  pig-sty — dey's  used  to  sech  manners — I 
isn't.  Manners  indeed  ! — cheap  manners,  did 
yer  say  ?  Wa'al,  I  wish  dey  was ;  I'd  like  to 
hev  yer  get  dem  cheap,  for  yer  want  a  mighty 
deal  ob  dem ;  but  I'll  tell  yer  what,  dey'd  kim 
cheap  to  yer  ef  yer  gib  all  yer  worth  for  'em  !" 

"  Oh,  Marm  Linda  !  am  I  so  bad  as  that  ?" 

"Yes,  chile;  ebbery  bit  as  bad.  I  nebber 
see  a  yong  gal  flop  roun'  so ;  stramming  tro 
the  kitchen  jes  like  a  pair  ob  tongs ;  and  rag- 
ing roun'  an'  roun'  for  ebber  and  ebber,  like  a 
mad  dog-star,  wid  his  tail  in's  mouth !  My 
yong  lady  nebber  done  sich  tings — oh,  laws ! 
massy  on  me,  I'd  like  to  see  her  I" 

"  Oh  !  well ;  I  suppose  she  was  older  than  I 
am.     She  was  a  young  ladi/,  you  know  !" 

"Wa'al,  yes;  so  she  was,  sometimes,"  said 
Linda,  thoughtfully.  "But  she  warn't  allers 
older,  not  when  she  warn't  no  bigger  than 
yer  be ;  but  she  war  a  yong  lady  jes  de  same 
when  she  war  lille  gal.  Yer  wouldn't  cotch 
hei'  a  cutting  out  into  de  kitchen  to  talk  wid 
the  darkies,  I'll  bet !" 

"  No,  I  suppose  not ;  but  what  did  she  do  ?" 

"Wa'al,  she  staid  where  she  'longed,  I  s'pose ; 
up  in  her  chamber,  or  in  de  drawing-room,  or 
on  de  verander." 

"Yes,  I  know — that  was  all  right,  I  sup- 
pose ;  but  what  did  she  do  ?" 

"Do?  She  didn't  do  notting  oncommon, 
as  I  knows  ob.    She  laid  on  the  sopas,  an'  read 
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books,  and  talked  conversation  ;  an'  eat  cake 
an'  ice-creams ;  and  dressed  for  dinner,  and 
played  on  her  music,  an'  rode  out — laws,  dare's 
plenty  an'  enuif  for  a  yong  lady  to  do,  wit'out 
cutting  up  shines  like  you  do  !" 

"  Oh  yes ;  I  dare  say  ;  but  then,  you  see, 
Linda,  she  was  only  one,  and  so  she  had  to  be- 
have, and  be  prim  and  proper ;  but  I  have  got 
two  older  sisters,  you  know,  to  sit  in  the  parlor 
and  behave,  and  so  it's  no  matter." 

"  Well !  an'  habn't  my  yong  lady  got  sisters 
too?  Warn't  dare  Miss  Belle,  an'  Miss  Loiza, 
an'  Miss  Harr'ot  ?" 

"Why!  was  there?  I  am  sure  I  did  not 
know  that;  you  always  said  yoiu-  young  lady, 
and  so  I  supposed  there  was  but  one." 

"Laws  sakes  alive,  chile!  yes,  dare  war; 
dare  war  four  on  'um  ;  but,  in  course,  on'y  one 
ob  'um  war  my  yong  lady.  I  'longed  to  Miss 
Ad'line." 

"  'Longed  to  her  ?"  I  said,  interrogatively. 

"  Yes,  chile  !  don'  yer  know  ?  I  war  her  gal, 
her  nigger — oh !  laws  ;  yer  don'  no,  I  s'pose. 
Yer  Yankees  is  awful  smart,  and  knows  a  deal — 
a  sight  more  den  dey  used  to  know  down  Souf ; 
an'  yer  tink  yer  know  more  nor  yer  do,  a  heap  ; 
but  yer  don't  know  ebbery  ting  in  de  world 
yet,  honey ;  an'  yer  hes  to  be  tole  some  tings, 
any  way.  Now,  yer  nebber  libed  down  Souf, 
an'  I  s'pose  yer  don'  no  dat  in  de  fust  families, 
sich  as  I  war  raised  in" — here  Marm  Linda 
bridled  up  complacently,  and  settled  her  tur- 
ban more  firmly  upon  her  head — "dat  when  a 
lille  white  child  is  horned,  de  nextest  lille  nig- 
ger horned  on  de  estate  is  'sidered  to  'long  to 
dem." 

"  But  how  do  they  belong  to  them  ?"  I  asked. 

"Why,  gracious,  chile!  don' yer  see?  dey 
gibs  dem  to  'um  for  dare  own." 

"  But  what  for,  Linda  ?" 

"Why,  to  play  wid  'um  Avhen  dey  is  lille  chil- 
dun,  and  wait  on  dem  when  dey  grows  bigger; 
an'  to  be  dare  nigger  allers — to  work  'um,  or  sell 
'um,  or  keep  dem,  jes  as  dey  done  chooses." 

"But  who  gives  them,  Marm  Linda?" 

"AVhy,  de  masser,  honey!  de  fader  ob  de 
lille  white  chile,  an'  de  masser  ob  de  lille 
darkie — he  gibs  de  one  to  de  oder." 

"  But  he  has  no  right  to  do  it,"  I  said,  warm- 
ly ;  "  the  darkies  belong  to  God,  and  not  to  the 
masters ;  they  don't  own  them  !" 

"Don't  dey,  now?"  said  Linda,  with  a  low 
chuckling  laugh,  half  mirth,  half  bitterness. 
"  I  guess  dey  links  dey  do  ;  at  least  dey  used  to 
tink  so,  an'  I  s'pect  yer  tink  so  too,  ef  yer 
been  horned  down  Souf,  and  horned  a  darkie. 
'  'Long  to  God,'  did  yer  say  ?  Yes,  I  s'pose 
dey  doz  now,  tanks  to  Masser  Linkum,  all  de 
niggers  doz  now,  dey  say  ;  mebbe  dey  did  den  ; 
but  ef  dey  did,  down  where  I  war  raised,  'pears 
like  He  didn't  make  no  great  'count  of  sich 
property  den  ;  for  dey  war  knocked  about,  and 
thrashed  round  awful,  in  dem  times.  But  I 
s'pect  He  has  'membered  'um  since  dat ;  for  He 
'pears  to  hev  brought  dem  up  out  ob  de  red  sea 
ob  troubles  wid  a  bery  'ticular  'liverance,  an' 


sot  dem  up  high  an'  dry,  hallilujar!  an'  I'm 
mighty  glad  He's  been  an'  done  it — that's  so  !" 

"But  when  you  belonged  to  Miss  Adeline, 
what  did  you  do  for  her?" 

"Why,  I  done  a  sight  ob  tings;  I  played 
wid  her  when  she  war  lille  baby,  an'  I  toted 
her  round  when  she  war  tired  ;  an'  when  we 
growed  bigger,  I  stole  cakes  for  her  from  ole 
Aunt  Basha  de  cook,  an'  fruit  from  de  garding ; 
I  telled  lies  for  her  when  she  telled  me  to,  an' 
when  she  telled  lies  I  used  to  swear  to  'um ; 
an'  when  she  broke  a  plate  or  a  finger-bowl,  I 
sed  I  done  it,  an'  tuc  de  blame  ;  ef  she  tore 
her  gownd,  I  hah  my  ears  boxed;  an'  ef  she 
fell  down  or  hurt  hersel',  I  got  a  floggin'. 
Well !  I  tink  I  done  my  duty  to  her  in  dem 
times,  any  way." 

"  But,  Marm  Linda,  I  think  it  was  too  bad 
to  treat  the  poor  little  darkies  so ;  I  think  it 
was  cruel  and  wicked  !" 

"Laws !  no,  it  isn't,  chile !  it's  what  dey  was 
made  for,  an'  it's  jes  good  enuff  for  dem  ;  dey's 
allers  under  foot,  dem  little  niggers  is ;  an'  dey 
an't  ob  de  leastest  use  in  de  Avorld ;  little  lazy 
cusses!  an'  jes  as  imperant  as  dey  can  stare, 
too.  Dey's  allers  kicked  round  ;  dey's  used  to 
it;  it's  good  for  'um." 

"But  I  think  Miss  Adeline  was  a  cruel  and 
wicked  girl  to  use  you  so." 

"  Bress  yer  soul,  chile !  no,  she  warn't ;  dat's 
de  way  to  bring  up  lille  niggers.  Why,  she 
war  real  good  to  me.  Miss  Ad'line  war.  I 
guess  if  yer'd  seen  Miss  Loiza,  dough,  yer  would 
open  yer  eyes.  Goodness  alive  !  didn't  Desde- 
mony  hev  to  take  it?  Desdemony,  she  war 
Miss  Loiza's  gal,  an'  Miss  Loiza,  she  war  a 
spanker,  yer  safe  to  believe  dat.  Oh  my ! 
when  she  war  mad,  she  war  mad — ^jes  like  a 
sky-rocket,  blazin'  and  sizzin' ;  a  lille  mite  of 
a  ting,  too,  not  much  bigger  den  dat  nutmeg- 
grater,  an'  as  rough  ;  arms  and  feet  all  going 
to  onst,  jes  like  a  mad  hornet.  I  'clare  when 
I  see  dat  great  wind-mill  down  town,  thrashing 
roun',  it  allers  makes  me  tink  ob  her;  an'  as  to 
screamin' — why,  she'd  beat  dat  tarnation  ole 
steam-indian  dat  lets  off  when  it  goes  by  de 
bottom  ob  de  garding.  Why,  chile  alive,  I  seen 
her  screech,  an'  cotch  her  breff,  an'  screech 
agin,  an'  cotch  her  breflf,  till  she  war  purple  in 
de  face ;  an'  dey  did  not  darst  to  touch  her,  or 
lay  a  finger  on  her,  not  one  in  de  house,  on'y 
masser,  her  farder ;  an'  dey'd  run  an'  call  'im, 
an'  he'd  take  her  by  de  two  shoulders  an'  shake 
her  till  she'd  hab  to  let  go  her  breff — coz  if  he 
didn't  she  might  go  into  fits,  the  doctor  sed. 
But  Miss  Ad'line,  she  wa'n't  noffing  ob  dat 
sort,  an'  she  war  bery  good  to  me,  an'  bery 
ginerous,  an'  used  to  gib  me  heaps  of  clothes 
an'  tings.  Yes,  an'  she  war  a  mighty  putty 
yong  lady,  putty  to  look  at,  an'  putty  to  be- 
have herself — ah,  well,  well!  poor  dear  Miss 
Ad'line!" 

"And  what  became  of  her?"  I  said,  quietly, 
and  with  an  assumed  air  of  indifference,  for  I 
saw  Marm  Linda  was  ripe  for  a  story,  if  my 
impatience  and  overeagerness  did  not  deprive 
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me  of  the  coming  treat.  "But  I  suppose  she 
is  married  and  dead,  long  ago,"  I  said. 

"No  she  warn't,  nuther,"  said  my  dusky 
friend;  "so  yer  see  dare's  anoder  time  when 
yer  tort  yer  knowed,  an'  yer  didn't ;  least 
ways  not  married.  She's  dead  an'  gone  dis 
many  a  year,  my  poor  yong  lady,  dat's  true 
enough,"  she  said,  looking  up  into  the  clear 
heavens  as  she  spoke,  and  an  unwonted  shade 
of  reverent  tenderness  gathering  over  her  queer 
old  face,  seamed  and  drawn  by  years  and  labors. 
"No,  she  nebber  war  married — she  had  heaps 
an'  heaps  ob  lovyers  too,  but  she  nebber  war 
married ;  an'  I  war  de  reason  ob  dat." 

"You  were?  Oh,  Marm  Linda!  what  did 
you  do  to  her  ?"  I  cried  out,  hastily  ;  for,  as  she 
had  said  the  young  lady  was  good,  and  beauti- 
ful, and  rich,  and  had  many  admirers,  I  with 
my  natural  headlong  impetuosity  had  jumped 
to  the  conclusion  that  Marm  Linda  in  "toting 
her  round,"  as  she  expressed  it,  must  have  let 
her  fall,  or  meet  with  some  terrible  accident 
which  had  crippled  her  or  disfigured  her  for 
life ;  but  I  was  wrong  in  my  hasty  guess,  and 
this  was  another  instance,  as  she  might  have 
said,  when  I  "  tort  I  knowed,  and  I  didn't." 

"What  did  I  do  to  her?"  said  Marm  Linda, 
slowly  and  reflectively  ;  "  dis  is  what  I  done  to 
her — yer  jes  cotch  hold  and  help  me  wind  dis 
yarn,  an'  I'll  tell  yer ;  yer  see.  Miss  Ad'line 
war  a  mighty  putty  yong  lady,  as  I  telled  yer, 
an'  her  pa  war  de  richest  man  dare  war  any 
ware  roun'  dare,  an'  dey  'longed  to  one  ob  de 
fust  families  in  Varginia,"  she  added,  with  a 
proud  satisfaction;  "he  war  jes  as  rich  as  he 
could  be,  honey;  an',  in  course,  his  yong  ladies 
hab  mighty  good  times,  an'  hab  heaps  ob  yong 
gen'lemen  arter  dem ;  an'  my  Miss  Ad'line  she 
war  de  puttiest,  an'  de  smartest,  an'  de  pleasant- 
est  ob  dem  all ;  an',  ob  course,  she  hab  de  most 
lovyers.  Oh !  but  didn't  we  hab  gay  times 
down  dare?  Well,  Miss  Ad'line  she'd  ride 
wid  de  yong  gen'lemen,  an'  dance  wid  'um, 
an'  laff  an'  talk  wid  'um,  an'  listen  perlite  enuif 
to  all  dare  fine  speeching  an'  love-making — 
but,  laws  sakes !  she  didn't  care  a  pea-nut  for 
de  whole  tote  ob  dem — I  knew  she  didn't. 

"An'  so  it  went  along,  and  went  along,  easy 
like ;  an'  at  las'  when  dey  hab  kim  home  one 
night  from  a  big  ball,  an'  I  war  ondressing 
my  yong  lady,  I  heered  de  oders  chaffing  her 
'bout  'Kurnul  Rollestone — Kurnul  Rollestona!' 
Well,  dat  war  de  firstest  time  I  ebber  beer  dat 
name,  an'  I  didn't  take  no  great  notice  on't 
den ;  but,  laAvs !  I  heered  it  'uuff  times  an'  too 
offen,  arter  dat,  ebber  to  forget  it,  and  I  s'pects 
I  nebber  will.  Well,  it  went  along,  an'  went 
along,  an'  den  Kurnul  Rollestone  he  begun  to 
call  at  our  house  to  see  de  yong  ladies ;  an'  I 
minded  dat  Miss  Ad'line  she  used  to  dress  up 
putty  smart  'bout  dem  times — laws !  I  couldn't 
fix  her  hair  nice  enuff  to  suit  her  when  he  war 
coming ;  an'  I  guessed  putty  well  how  matters 
war  going,  for  Miss  Ad'line  she  went  out  in 
de  coach  wid  'im,  an'  he  driv  her  out  in  de 
pony  carriage;  an'  she  rid  on  horseback  wid 


him — and,  oh  laws!  it  war  all  de  time,  'Kur- 
nul Rollestone  dis,  an'  Kurnul  Rollestone  dat;' 
an'  lie  war  a  mighty  awful  handsome  man,  I 
'lows  dat !  Desdemony  said  he  looked  jes  like 
a  heavenly  angel  in  his  uniform,  an'  so  he  did 
'xactly ! 

"Well,  arter  a  while,  he  begun  to  send  Miss 
Ad'line  bunches  ob  flowers,  an'  little  mites  ob 
letters — notes  she  called  dem ;  an'  she'd  be  so 
pleased  to  get  dem,  I  used  to  lobe  to  carry  dem 
to  her,  jes  to  see  her  smile  and  blush ;  dey 
didn't  look  noffin  oncommon  on  de  outside,  but 
I  s'picioned  dey  war  aAvful  putty  inside,  for  Miss 
Ad'line  would  laff,  an'  blush,  an'  tickle  over  one 
ob  dem  for  de  longest  time  ! 

"Well,  chile,  when  de  Kurnul  he  sent  dem 
notes  an'  flowers,  he  allers  sent  dem  by  his  own 
man  Phil  (Philander  his  name  war,  but  dey 
allers  called  him  Phil)  ;  an',  in  course,  he  allers 
asked  for  me,  as  it  war  natural  he  would,  be- 
ing as  I  war  Miss  Ad'line's  gal,  yer  know ;  an' 
I  used  to  go  down  to  him,  ob  course  ;  an'  some- 
times when  his  master  kim  ober  in  de  saddle, 
Phil  he  kim  too,  an'  so  while  dey  war  in  de 
parlor,  or  on  de  verander,  Phil  an'  me  we  war 
laffing  and  talkin'  out  by  de  back-door. 

"Well,  Phil  he  war  an  oncommon  peart- 
Lookin'  darkie ;  he  warn't  noffin  a  bit  like  de 
boys  on  our  plantation,  dough  dey  war  a  bery 
'spectable  set,  yer  may  believe,  coz  dey  hed 
'longed  to  our  masser's  gran'farder,  an'  to  his 
folks's  folks  for  ebber  nebber,  since  de  world  war 
made,  I  s'pect ;  an'  our  folks''s  folks  hed  allers 
been  de  very  firstest  family  in  Varginia ;  but 
dey  wasn't  no  touch  to  him  for  good  looks,  an' 
so  genteel — yer'd  see  at  once  he  warn't  one  ob 
yer  low,  no- account,  ebberyday  niggers,  but 
suthing  rudder  oncommon. 

"He  war  tall,  an'  slim,  an'  wide-awake  look- 
ing ;  an'  he'd  a  real  come-up  way  wid  him ; 
he  war  jes  as  spruce  as  a  hay-cock,  an'  whin 
he  hab  got  on  some  ob  his  masser's  old  clo'es 
(an'  he  mostly  generally  hed),  an'  all  his  gould 
rings,  an'  pins,  an'  studs,  an'  chains,  an'  his 
top-knot  all  brushed  up,  an'  he  smelling  ob 
musk,  an  clobes,  an'  peppermint,  yer'd  say  he 
war  a  big-bug!  Why,  he'd  come  up  de  grab- 
ble-walk,  in  de  back-door  yard,  so  smiling ;  an' 
he  a-bowing  an'  a-turning  out  he  toes,  jes  like  a 
lobely  butterfly ! 

"  Well,  yer  see,  I  war  a  kinder  peart,  gopd- 
enuff  looking  gal  den  (laws,  '  ebbery  pea  tinks 
hissel'  de  best  ob  de  peck,'  yer  know),  but  Miss 
Ad'line  she  guv  me  nice  clothes,  an'  she  lobed 
to  see  me  look  smart,  an'  I — well,  I  tort  a  good 
deal  ob  mysel'  in  dem  days ;  an'  so,  yer  see, 
Phil  he  got  putty  sweet  wid  me  ;  an'  so — well,  it 
jes  went  along,  an'  went  along,  an'  Miss  Ad'- 
line she  didn't  seem  to  hab  no  objections,  an* 
so  whenebber  dey  war  sparkin'  in  de  parlor,  Phil 
an'  me  war  sparkin'  in  de  yard." 

"  How  old  were  you  then,  Marm  Linda  ?" 
I  inquired. 

But  the  question  was  as  unwise  as  it  was  use- 
less, for  I  well  knew  that  this  was  a  subject  which 
our  old  favorite  scrupulously  ignored.  Whether 


706 


HAEPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


she  knew  her  age,  and,  from  a  superstition  com- 
mon among  the  blacks,  did  not  choose  to  im- 
part the  knowledge  to  others,  or  whether,  as 
seemed  to  me  the  more  likely  supposition,  she 
did  not  herself  know,  and  proudly  chose  to  veil 
her  ignorance  in  her  silence,  we  never  could 
decide ;  but  no  adroit  questioning,  or  skillful 
cross-examination,  could  ever  draw  from  her 
any  admission  of  her  years. 

"  Jes  about  de  same  as  Miss  Ad'line  ;  I  tole 
yer  so,  didn't  I  ?"  she  said,  sharply. 

"Yes — but  how  old  was  she?" 

I  had  better  not  have  asked.  "  How  ole  war 
she  when  she  war  courted ;  is  dat  what  yer  wants 
to  know?  Well,  I'll  tell  yer,  she  waj*  jes  de 
right  age,  or  it  Avouldn't  hab  happen ;  an'  I'll 
tell  yer  suffing  more,"  she  said,  looking  me  full 
in  the  face,  with  a  sort  of  stony  satire  on  her 
old  dark  features ;  "  if  yer  ebber  gets  a  chance 
to  be  courted  yersel'  (Avhich  it's  not  at  all  like- 
ly yer  ebber  will  be),  I  reckon  yer'll  tink  it's  jes 
about  de  right  time!" 

I  saw  my  error,  and  hastened  to  repair  it. 
" Yes,  indeed,"  I  said;  "I  dare  say  I  shall. 
And  so  Phil  was  a  good-looking  young  fellow — 
was  he  now,  really? — and  he  made  love  to  you. 
How  nice  that  was  ;  just  like  Miss  Adeline  and 
Colonel  Rollestone.  Why,  that  was  just  right, 
was  not  it?" 

"Yes,"  she  said,  mollified  by  my  apparent 
heartiness ;  "  it  did  seem  as  dough  it  war  on- 
common  fort'nit ;  but,  laws !  it  didn't  end  so. 
One  ebening  de  Kurnul  and  Miss  Ad'line  dcy 
war  gone  out ;  an'  dey  war  to  stay  rudder  late, 
coz  dare  war  to  be  supper  an'  dancing;  an' 
Phil  he  kim  up  to  spend  de  long  ebening  wid 
me. 

"Well,  I  see  putty  soon  he'd  been  drinking; 
I'd  s'picioned  him  afore,  but  dat  time  I  war 
done  sure  ob  it ;  he'd  been  an'  drinked  more 
nor  he  could  bear ;  an'  now  he  war  kinder  silly 
like,  an'  at  last  he  got  to  talkin'  rudder  too  free  ; 
an'  at  last  I  got  sorter  spunky,  and  I  tole  him 
to  keep  his  distance. 

"'Oh  my!'  he  says,  laffin',  'don't  pray  yer 
be  so  high  an'  mighty,  Miss  Belinda, '  he  sez, 
sez  he ;  '  for  in  course  I  means  to  marry  yer, 
when  de  Kurnel  he  marries  Miss  Ad'line.' 

"  '  Oh,  indeed !  does  yer,  now  ?'  I  sez.  '  I'm 
bery  much  oblige  for  yer  good  'pinion ;  but  I 
s'pect  yer  aren't  sure  ob  it  yet — be  yer,  now  ?' 

"  'Oh  yes,  I  be,'  he  sez.  'I's  sure  an'  sar- 
tin ;  dat's  'greed  on  ! ' 

"'What's  'greed  on?'  sez  I. 

"  '  Why,  dat  I'm  to  marry  you.  Miss  Belinda. 
Yer  see,  yer  Miss  Ad'line's  gal ;  an'  when  she 
marries  my  masser,  why  in  course  yer  'long  to 
him  ;  an'  he's  'greed  to  gib  me  my  freedom  an' 
a  tousan'  dollars,  an'  I'm  to  marry  yer ;  an'  yer 
an'  me'll  keep  shop  —  (I  knows  sich  a  nice 
place) — I's  a  barber,'  he  sez  ;  '  an'  yer  kin  dress 
de  ladies'  hair,  yer  know;  an'  won't  we  live 
like  two  turkey  doves  ?'  he  sez. 

"  'Well,'  I  sez  to  'im,  '  seems  to  me,  darkie, 
yer've  got  it  all  picked  an'  roasted,  aren't  yer  ? 
An'  when  is  all  dis  to  be  ?'  I  sez ;  for  I  tell  yer 


I  war  kinder  struck  up  in  a  heap  to  hear  it  all 
sot  out  in  order  so. 

"  '  As  soon  as  ebber  he  marries  Miss  Ad'line,' 
sez  Phil. 

"  '  An'  when  '11  dat  be,  I'd  like  to  know  ?'  sez 
I.    '  Can  yer  tell  me  ?' 

"'Putty  soon,  I  hope,'  sez  Phil;  'for  I's 
most  tired  waiting.' 

"  '  Waiting  for  what  ?'  sez  I.  '  What  is't  to 
yer?' 

'"I  reckon  it's  a  good  deal  to  me,'  he  sez ; 
'  for  I  won't  get  my  money  nor  my  free,  if  he 
don't  marry  her.' 

"Well,  I  tort  dat  war  mighty  curus ;  but 
seeing  he  war  silly  wid  de  drink,  I  didn't  say 
so.  I  jes  humored  him,  and  took  him  easy 
like. 

"  '  Is  dat  so  ?'  sez  I.  '  An'  what's  de  money 
an'  de  free  for  ?'  I  sez,  kinder  quiet. 

"  '  Dat's  a  great  secret,'  sez  he.  '  I  don't  tell 
dat  to  ebbery  body ;  but  yer  sich  a  peart,  smart 
gal,  I  wouldn't  min'  tellin'  you  ;  coz,  yer  know, 
we's  going  to  sail  in  de  same  boat ;  an'  yer  won't 
blow  on  me,  will  yer  ?  An',  yer  see,  de  sooner 
dey  is  married  de  sooner  we  gets  de  money,  an' 
de  shop,  an' gets  married  ourselbes ;  and  yer 
can  help  along,  yer  see ;  an'  yer  will,  won't 
yer?' 

"  '  Less  hear  de  great  secret  fust,'  I  sez.  '  I's 
ondoubtful  if  it's  so  much,  arter  all.  What's  yer 
to  hev  de  money  an'  de  free  for?'  I  sez.  ' Tell 
iis  dat.' 

"  '  Well,  dat's  jes  it,'  he  sez.  '  Yer  see,  dat's 
masser's  great  secret ;  an'  I'm  to  hev  'um  for 
keepin'  on  it ;  but  111  tell  you,  Linda.  But  if 
yer  let  it  out — if  yer  tell  on  me,  I  s'pect  masser 
will  skin  me  alive !  Yer  see — keep  dark  now — 
masser's  got  a  wdfe  already !  he !  he !  he !  ain't 
dat  rich,  now?' 

"'Got  one  wife!  Den  what  do  he  come 
arter  our  Miss  Ad'line  for  ?'  sez  I. 

"  'Laws  sakes  alive,  chile!  if  yer  isn't  jes  as 
innercent  as  lamb's  w^ool!'  sez  Phil.  'Why, 
don'  yer  see,  Masser  Rollestone  he's  done 
broke,  cleaned  out ;  spent  all  he  own  money, 
an'  more  too  ;  an'  he  jes  wants  Miss  Ad'line  to 
fill  his  empty  pockets  for  'im.  Now,  don'  yer 
see,  hey?' 

"  '  Yes ;  but,'  I  sez,  '  if  he  hab  got  one  wife 
a'ready,  what  sort  ob  a  marriage  is  dat  going 
to  be  for  my  yong  missus  ?' 

"  'Oh,  well,'  he  sez,  lafllin,  'as  good  as  dey 
most  ob  dem  gibes  dare  darkies.' 

"When  Phil  sed  dat  I  war  'mazed  like.  I 
felt  kinder  hot,  and  kinder  cold,  too,  all  at 
onst,  an'  jes  as  ef  somebody  hed  poured  a 
whole  lump  of  ice  right  down  my  back !  Oh, 
I  can't  tell  yer  nofiin'  how  I  did  felt;  but  I 
seemed  to  grow  cunning  all  in  a  minute ;  an'  I 
tort  den,  an'  it  'pears  like  it  now,  dat  it  was  de 
good  Lord's  doings  to  save  my  pore  yong  lady, 
for  I  war  jes  a  silly,  highter-tighter  gal  till  den  ; 
an'  I  allers  felt  de  Lord  he  minded  me  wat  to 
do,  for  I  war  jes  as  wise  like  as  de  snake  is ;  an' 
I  nebber  let  on  to  Phil  how  s'prised  I  war,  nor 
how  bad  I  felt ;  but  I  jes  answered  him  back : 
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"  '  Oh,  sho ;  yer  go  way,  nigger  I  Dat's  a 
mighty  loikly  story  !  Got  anoder  wife,  hab  he  ? 
Oh,  go  long  Avid  yer  imperance  ;  yer  won't  cotch 
dis  chile  to  swaller  dat  wid  her  eyes  open!' 

"  *  Yer  may,  Miss  Linda,'  sez  Phil ;  '  for  it's 
de  bery  truff.' 

"  '  Oh  yes,'  I  sez,  laffin'  like  ;  '  I  s'pose  so — 
in  course  it  is ;  and  yer  hev  seen  her  yersel',  wid 
yer  own  eyes,  I  s'pect,  hey  ?' 

"'Yes,  I  hev,'  sez  Phil;  'I  seen  her  many 
a  time ;  an',  more'n  dat,  I  war  at  the  weddin', 
an'  seen  her  mamed — dare  now  1' 

"  '  Oh,  sakes  alive !  de  Lord  sabe  us,  darkie ! ' 
I  cries  out.  'An'  ar'n't  wc  smart?  Went  to 
de  gran'  weddin',  did  yer?  Folks  is  mighty 
cibil  in  de  Norf ;  I  s'pect  dey  allers  ax  colored 
gen'lemen  to  dare  weddin's  ;  s'pose  yer  war  de 
groom's  best  man  yersel',  warn't  yer  ?  Sho ! 
you  at  de  weddin' !  An'  why  didn't  yer  marry 
her  yoursel',  I  wonder,  if  dey  sot  so  much  by 
yer?' 

"'Well,'  sez  he,  'I  did  go  to  de  wedding. 
Miss  Linda ;  so  yer  kin  hev  yer  larfF  out ;  for 
dey  were  married  in  de  church,  an'  all  de  con- 
gergation  see  it,  too ;  so  dat's  it.' 

"  '  An'  who  married  'um  ?'  sez  I ;  for  I 
wanted  to  get  de  whole  story  out  ob  'im. 

"  '  Why !  ole  Parson  Bradford,  he's  de  bride's 
father;  he  married  'em.' 

"  When  he  sed  dat,  I  felt  to  believe  'im, 
coz  I  knowed  if  her  farder  married  dem  in  de 
church,  'fore  all  de  folks  an'  ebbery  body,  it 
mus'  be  true.  An'  so,  dough  I  felt  like  dealf 
itsel',  I  jes'  went  on,  coz  he  war  so  soft  like,  I 
knowed  he'd  tell  me  any  thing  den  I  might  ax 
'im.    So  I  says,  'An'  what  war  her  name?' 

"  'Miss  Mary  Eliza  Bradford,' sez  Phil.  'An' 
she  war  oncommon  putty — as  white  as  milk, 
wid  great  blue  eyes,  an'  yeller  hair,  jes  like 
gold — putty  again  as  yer  Miss  Ad'Iine  ;  an' 
lors !  Masser  lobes  her  twice  as  well,  an'  de  lille 
gal  too.' 

"'Gracious,  Phil!'  says  I.  'Got  a  young 
one,  too  ?  Laws  sakes !  why,  dey  is  sot  up  in 
bizziness,  sure  enuff ;  an'  how  in  de  world  did 
it  all  happen  ?  Where  did  yer  masser  pick  her 
up  ?' 

"'Oh,  yer  see,'  he  sez,  'masser  he  went 
Norf  to  be  eddicated  at  de  college.  An'  dare 
he  cut  up  some  ob  his  shines,  an'  he  war  sent 
into  de  country,  to  Parson  Bradford's  ;  an'  dare 
he  done  fell  in  lobe  wid  his  darter.  Miss  Mary 
Eliza.  An'  de  old  parson  he  tort  he  war  a  rich 
yong  SoufFerner,  an'  dat  his  darter  done  make 
a  great  marriage.  Ila !  ha !  I  s'pect  he'll  fin' 
out  his  mistake  'bout  de  money  putty  quick,  if 
my  masser  he  don'  marry  Miss  Ad'Iine.' 

"  '  An'  Avliere  is  dey  now — de  wife  an'  chile  ?' 
I  sez. 

"'Oh!  up  in  de  country,  living  on  de  ole 
folks.  An'  dat  makes  me  tink,'  he  sez,  'mas- 
ser he  gib  me  a  letter  to  post  to  dem,  dis  eben- 
ing,  an'  I  done  forget  it.  Well,  I  sha'n't  tote 
down  dare  wid  it  now,  I  tell  yer !  I'll  keep  it 
in  my  pocket  till  ter-morrer,  an'  masser'll  be 
no  wiser.    See  here  !'  an'  he  took  out  de  letter 


an'  held  it  up  before  me.  '  Yer  can't  read  an' 
write,  kin  yer.  Miss  Linda  ?' 

"'Not  so  bery  well,'  says  I;  for,  laws 
sakes,  I  couldn't  tell  a  letter. 

"  '  I  kin,'  says  he.  'De  ole  parson  teached 
me  when  I  war  up  dare.  See  here:  "To  de 
Reverend  Silvester  Joseph  Bradford,  Lincoln, 
Massachusetts."  Dare,'  says  he,  'now  does  yer 
believe  me  ?' 

"  '  Why  !  how  nice  !'  I  sez.  '  I  couldn't  do 
dat,  Phil ;  do,  dear,  yer  read  'cm  agin,  yer  do 
it  so  bu'ful!' 

"  So  den  he  read  it  agin,  an'  den  I  knowed 
I  remember  dat  name.  Yer  see,  white  folks, 
what  kin  write,  dey  trusts  to  dare  memmerram- 
dums,  an'  dey  don'  trust  to  dare  memory ;  but 
pore  folks  Avhat  can't  write  no  memmerram- 
dums,  dey  hes  to  'member ;  an'  my  memory 
war  jes  as  strong  as  a  bull,  an'  I  knowed  I'd 
'member  dat  name  an'  dat  place,  any  way. 

"  'Well,'  I  sez,  'yer'd  better  put  dat  letter 
safe  in  yer  pocket  now.' 

"An'  den,  as  I  hab  got  all  I  want  to  know 
out  ob  'um,  I  jes  sot  an'  talked  conversation 
wid  'im  'bout  oder  tings  ;  an'  so  he  gets  sober. 
An'  by  de  time  he  masser  an'  my  Miss  Ad'Iine 
kim  home,  I  s'pect  he  done  forgot  he  hab  tole 
me  noffin'.  But  I  tell  yer,  dis  chile  didn't  for- 
get a  word  on't.  Well ;  pretty  soon  Masser 
llollestone  rung  for  'im,  an'  Phil  went  round  wid 
de  horses,  an'  I  hab  time  to  tink  a  bit.  An'  I 
tort  Miss  Ad'Iine  she'll  call  me  putty  quick. 
An'  what  to  do  'bout  tellin'  her  or  not,  I  didn't 
know,  no  more  nor  a  baby.  But  dem  two,  dey 
war  long  tellin'  'good-by,'  dat  night,  an'  I  hab 
time  to  tink,  an'  tink.  I  tort  she  orter  know 
it,  if  it  war  true ;  an'  den  I  tort  mebbe  it  isn't 
de  truff — how  kin  I  tell  ?  An'  at  last  dey  went 
off.  I  heer  de  horses'  feet  '  trot,  trot'  down  de 
abenu.  An'  den,  when  my  yong  lady's  bell 
rung,  I  sez  to  myself,  '  Laws !  well,  I'll  jes 
wait,  an'  'fleet  on  it  a  little  fust ;  dare  arn't  no 
hurry ;  dey  is  not  'gaged  to  each  oder  yet — 
dare  can't  be  no  hurry.  "  Rome  war  not  built 
in  de  daytime,"  an'  "  one  swoller  don't  make  a 
snmmer-house,"  dey  say.  I  guess  I'll  jes  wait, 
an'  'fleet  on  it  a  little.' 

"  Well,  when  I  goes  in  to  ondress  Miss  Ad'- 
Iine, she  war  oncommon  silent ;  an'  I  axed  her 
had  not  she  'joyed  hersel'  at  de  party ;  coz  she 
didn't  joke  me  'bout  Phil,  as  she  offen  did,  nor 
say  hardly  nufHn'  to  me,  dough  she  seemed 
real  [)leasant  too.  An'  she  looks  at  me  an'  laff  s, 
an'  sez,  'Yes,  chile,  a  very  pleasant  ebening, 
indeed !' 

"  So  I  didn't  say  no  more.  An'  jes  as  I  war 
going  into  de  dressing-room,  where  I  slep', 
she  sez,  'Linda,  yer  may  put  out  de  light,  an' 
open  de  winder- curtins,  an'  let  in  de  moon- 
light.' An'  so  I  done  it.  An'  den  she  sez, 
'  Kim  a-heah,  Linda !  I's  got  sufling  to  tell  yer.' 
And  I  goed  an'  knelt  down  by  her  bedside. 

"  I  tell'd  yer  she  war  putty ;  an'  oh  !  she  did 
look  real  putty  dat  night  in  de  moonlight,  all 
in  white,  wid  her  great  bu'ful  eyes  sparklin'  like 
di'mons,  an'  her  cheeks  a-glowing  like  two  red 
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roses.  She  hed  a  branch  ob  white  jesmin'  in 
her  hand,  which  de  Kurnul  gib  her,  an'  she 
kinder  kivered  her  face  wid  it  as  she  spoke,  as 
if  she  didn't  want  even  me  to  look  at  her  while 
she  talked. 

"'Linda,'  she  sez,  kinder  soft  like,  'I  am 
very  happy  to-night ;  I  am  a-going  to  marry 
Kurnul  Rollestone,'  she  sez;  'he  hab  offer  to 
me  to-day,  an'  papa  sez  he  will  gib  his  consent ; 
an'  oh,  Linda,  I  lobe  him  so  much !' 

'"Oh,  Miss  Ad'line!'  I  sez;  for  I  didn't 
know  what  in  de  worl'  to  say;  'an'  will  yer 
leave  yer  pa  an'  go  away  to  lib  wid  hira  ?' 

"'Oh,  Linda!'  she  sez,  kinder  tender  like, 
an'  den  I  see  de  great  tears  kim  in  her  putty 
eyes,  '  I  s'pect  I  shall ;  my  moder  lef '  her  farder 
to  kim  an'  live  wid  mine,  yer  know ;  an',  Lin- 
da,' she  sez,  brightenin'  up  arter  a  bit,  'I'll 
hev  yer  still.  Kurnul  Rollestone  an'  me  liabn't 
forgot  you  an'  yer  sweet-heart,  nudder.  He 
sez  when  he  is  married  he'll  gib  Phil  his  free, 
an'  suffin'  to  set  him  up  in  bizziness ;  an',  in 
course,  I'll  do  as  much  for  yer,'  she  sez,  giving 
my  chin  a  little  soft  pinch  wid  her  putty  Avhite 
fingers.  '  So,  you  see,  gal,  yer  fortin's  made  ; 
an'  now  run  off  to  bed,  an'  dream  of  it,  ef  you 
can.'  And  I  tanked  her,  and  went  out.  But, 
laws  sakes  alive !  I  couldn't  dream,  for  I  couldn't 
sleep,  not  a  wink  ob  one  eye.  I  jes  kep'  tinkin' 
an'  tinkin'  what  hed  I  orter  to  do,  an'  I  couldn't 
tell  nohow.  I  see  dare  wa'n't  no  time  to  lose 
now,  an'  I  kep'  tinkin'  to  mysel',  'A  word  be- 
fore is  worf  two  behind,'  and  'A  breaf  may  put 
out  de  candle  dat  would  burn  de  house  down' — 
an'  oh  !  what  muss  I  do  ?  'Reared  I  couldn't 
bear  to  tell  her,  an'  spile  all  her  putty  happiness  ; 
an'  I  didn't  darst  to  tell  ole  masscr  for  de  life 
ob  me.  An'  den  dare  war  Phil,  an'  my  free- 
dom, an'  de  shop ;  an'  dough  I  war  bery  well 
oil  wid  i\Iiss  Adline,  one  do  lobe  to  own  dare 
own  arms  and  legs — dat's  so.  Well,  I  couldn't 
make  it  out  no  way,  an'  at  las'  I  thinks,  *  Well, 
I'll  tell  Miss  Ad'line,  it's  jes  her  bizziness,  an' 
maybe  she'll  know  what's  best  to  do.'  An'  by 
dat  time  'twar  morning,  and  jes  den  she  call 
me,  an'  I  went  in. 

"'I  can't  sleep  to-night,  Linda,'  she  sez  to 
me.  '  Whatebber  is  de  matter  ob  me  I  don'  no, 
I  s'pects  I's  nervous ;  so  I  want  yer  to  kim  an' 
talk  wid  me.' 

"Oh,  de  pore  ting!  she  didn't  know  what 
she  Avar  axing  for !  So  I  went  to  her  bedside, 
an'  I  sez  to  her,  'Oh,  Miss  Ad'line,  honey! 
whist,  now,  I's  got  suffin'  terrible  to  tell  yer  on ! 
Oh,  my  pore  yong  lady — speak  low — hush!' 

"Den  she  sot  right  up  in  bed,  deafly  pale, 
her  lips  as  white  as  her  hands,  and  she  sez,  in 
a  low  whisper,  '  Is  it  a  rising,  Linda  ?'  coz,  yer 
know,  de  white  folks  dcy  allers  tort  ob  dat  de 
bery  fastest  ting. 

"  '  Oh  no  !'  I  sez,  'it  ar'n't  dat ;  but  it's  suf- 
fing  jes  as  bad ;  an'  I've  found  it  out,  an'  I's 
kim  to  tell  yer.  But  yer  mus'  promise,  as  sure 
as  ebber  yer  war  horned,  not  to  tell  on  me,  nor 
de  one  who  telled  me,  or  mebbe  it  will  cost  us 
both  our  mortal  lives.' 


"  'I  promise,'  she  sez;  but  she  trembled  so 
she  could  har'ly  speak. 

"  'Will  yer  swear  it?'  I  sez. 

"  She  reached  out  her  hand,  an'  took  up  a 
book  from  de  outside  ob  her  bed.  'Dis  is  my 
dead  moder's  Bible,'  sez  she,  'an'  I  sv.-ear  it.' 
An'  she  kissed  de  book,  and  laid  it  in  her  bo- 
som, an'  crossed  her  two  white  arms  ober  it, 
an'  she  looked  up  to  heaben ;  an'  den  she 
turned  to  me  to  listen. 

"An'  I  jes  scrunched  down  by  her  piller,  an' 
I  Avent  in  for't,  an'  I  tole  her  all  Phil  had  sed. 
An'  dare  she  sot,  stiff  wid  horror,  an'  heard  me 
out  Avidout  a  Avord.  ,1  got  shamed  Avhen  I  kim 
to  Avhat  he  sed  'bout  de  darkies'  marriages,  an' 
I  didn't  darst  to  look  in  her  face  Avhen  I  tole 
dat ;  but  I  made  a  clean  breast  ob  it,  an'  tole 
her  de  Avhole  on't.  An'  den  I  looked  up  at  her 
to  see  how  she'd  bore  it.  An'  dare  she  sot, 
Avhite  an'  stiff,  Avid  her  great  eyes  blazin'  so, 
I  tort  dey'd  fire  de  bed-clo'es,  an'  she  ringin' 
an'  twistin'  her  two  little  hands ;  an'  den  she 
gasped  out,  'De  mean  villian!  de  heartless 
scoundrel ! — oh,  I  coidd  stab  him  Avid  my  own 
hands!  An'  I — oh,  Linda — I  lobe  him  so — 
oh,  I  lobe  him  so!'  An'  den  she  broke  down, 
an'  cried  jes  like  a  tunder-shoAver.  An'  I  AA'ar 
glad  to  see  dat — I  tort  it  Avar  safer  for  her. 

"An'  den,  arter  a  little  Avhile,  she  stoi^ped 
crying,  an'  she  started  up. 

."'Oh,  Ave  is  losing  time!'  she  say;  'an' 
dare  is  not  no  time  to  lose.  Linda  !  my  good, 
true  gal,  you  mus'  go  an'  call  yer  masser. ' 

"  'Oh,  Miss  Ad'line!'  I  sez,  'I  darsn't.' 

"  '  Yer  must,'  she  sez.  '  My  engagement  is 
not  knoAvn  yet,'  she  sez,  'an'  he  can  save  me 
from  being  de  public  talk ;  he  must  know  it  at 
once.    Linda,  you  mus'  go.' 

"'Oh!  Miss  Ad'line,'  I  sez,  down  on  me 
knees  to  her ;  '  masser  Avill  fin'  out  Avho  tole  me, 
an'  he  Avill  'tray  us  both,  an'  Massa  Rollestone 
Avill  kill  us.' 

"  '  I  Avill  make  him  promise  not  to  'tray  yer,' 
sez  my  missus  ;  '  so  go  at  once.' 

"An'  so  den  I  Avent  an'  called  'im,  an'  told 
'im  Miss  Ad'line  wanted  'im  ;  an'  masser  kim 
in  at  onst,  tinkin'  she  Avar  sick,  an'  Avhen  he 
see  her  sotting  dare,  so  pale  an'  aAvful,  he 
cotched  her  up  in  his  arms,  as  if  she  Avar  a 
baby,  an'  cries  out,  '  Oh !  my  pore  chile,  Avhat 
is  it  ?    Tell  yer  farder,  my  own  darling  !' 

"An'  Miss  Ad'line  she  flinged  her  arms 
round  his  neck,  and  kissed  'im,  an'  she  sez, 
'  Oh  !  my  dear  farder  !  I've  jes  learned  of  sich 
a  dreadful  plot.'  An'  Avhen  masser  heer  dat, 
he  Avent  Avhite  as  yer  pleas,  an'  he  sez,  as  she 
done  afore,  '  A  'surrection  ?' 

"  '  No,  no  !  masser,'  I  sez ;  '  yer  niggers  Avill 
nebber  rise — dey  is  too  avcII  treated  for  dat.' 

"  'Den  Avhat  in  de  Avorl'  is  it?'  he  sez. 

"An'  Miss  Ad'line  she  make  ansAver  to  'im  : 
'Dis  good,  true,  brave  gal  hab  found  it  out, 
an'  kim  to  tell  us  ;  an'  yer  mus'  swear  here,  on 
my  blessed  moder's  Holy  Bible,  nebber  to  let 
her  get  into  trnbble  by  if,  nor  de  one  Avho  telled 
her  on't ;'  an'  masser  he  kiss  de  book  she  held 
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to  him,  and  swore.  Den  Miss  Ad'line  bid  me 
tell  'im,  an'  I  did.  I  stood  up  afore  'ira,  trem- 
blin'  like  a  leaf,  and  he  nebber  takin'  his  hot 
eyes  off  ob  my  face  all  de  time,  an'  I  tole  him 
ebbery  word,  an'  I'll  tell  yer  he  didn't  feel  pleas- 
ant !  An'  when  I'd  done  (Miss  Ad'line  she  bed 
been  laying  sobbing  in  his  arms  all  de  time,  wid 
her  face  hid  on  his  breast)  he  laid  her  back 
softly  on  her  pillers,  an'  den  he  stood  up  an'  he 
swore  like  a  mad  tiger — like  ten  mad  tigers  ! — 
'till  I  got  scar't.  I  tort  he'd  hev  de  house 
down  I  '  Ohj  farder,  farderl  don't,'  sez  my 
missus,  '  please  don't ;  curses  don't  do  no 
good.'  'An'  please,  masser,'  I  sez,  '  de  good 
word  is  as  soon  sed  as  de  bad  one,  and  keeps 
sweet  a  deal  longer;  an'  I've  heer'd  tell  dat 
curses,  like  kittens,  comes  home  to  roost.'  An' 
den,  mad  as  he  war,  my  masser  looked  at  me 
an'  laffed  ;  I  tink  he  war  nervous,  too,  mebbe. 

"Den  Miss  Ad'line  say  to  him,  'Farder, 
what  will  yer  do  ?' 

"  '  Fin'  out  de  truff  fust,'  sez  he  ;  '  seems  to 
me  Rollestone  dare  not  play  such  a  develish 
game  on  me  !  Ad'line,  do  yer  believe  in  dis 
gal?  is  she  capable  of  making  up  sich  an  infer- 
nal lie  ?  Gal !  if  yer  is  deceivin'  us,  I"ll  hev 
de  trulf  whipped  out  of  yer,  if  yer  life  comes 
wid  it.' 

"  'An'  yer  may,  masser!'  I  sez,  lookin'  'im 
full  in  de  eye.  'I'd  gib  my  life  to  save  Miss 
Ad'line  ;  an'  I  don't  care  so  'ticular  'bout  livin' 
now!'  an'  den,  when  I  tort  ob  all  I  hab  lost,  I 
cried  too. 

"  '  Oh  !  farder,'  sez  Miss  Ad'line,  takin'  my 
hand  in  both  hers  ;  '  no,  no !  she  couldn't  do 
it,  an'  she  wouldn't  if  she  could ;  you  forget 
that  Phil  is  her  sweet-heart,  an'  to  sabe  me  she 
liab  gib  up  her  lobyer  and  her  freedom.  Oh ! 
she  is  true,  depend  on't !  But  how  can  we  find 
out  the  truff?' 

"  '  Write  me  down  de  name  on  dat  letter,' 
sez  masser  ;  '  don't  make  any  mistake.  I  am 
on  de  Vig'lence  Committee.  You  say  Phil  war 
to  post  it  to-day.  I  shall  go  at  once  to  de  post- 
office,  an'  say  I  hab  reason  to  s'pect  a  Norden 
Abolition  parson  is  tamperin'  wid  de  niggers 
here,  an'  teachin'  dem  to  read  an'  write,  an'  I 
s'picions  sartin'  parties  here  is  in  'munication 
wid  dem'  (it  war  agin  de  law  den  to  teach  de 
darkies,  yer  know),  'an'  if  any  letter  comes 
wid  dat  name  on  it,  it  is  to  be  stopped,  an' 
'livered  up  to  me  in  private.  An'  now  I'll  go,' 
he  sez ;  '  an'  Ad'line,  my  child !  lie  down  an' 
try  to  compose  yersel',  and  sleep  a  little ;  an', 
Linda,  stay  here  wid  yer  missus,  an'  don't  let 
any  one  in.  Keep  de  door  locked,  an'  don't  go 
down  to  see  any  one.  I  shall  say  down  stairs 
Miss  Ad'line  is  too  feverish  to  sec  any  one  but 
you  ;  an'  barken,  gal !  if  yer  hev  told  de  truff, 
an'  saved  my  daughter  from  a  fate  worse  nor 
death,  it  shall  be  de  best  day's  work  yer  ebbcr 
did  for  yerself.'  But  I  couldn't  think  dat — I 
tort  ob  pore  Phil,  an'  my  freedom,  an'  I  cried. 
Well,  in  less  den  one  hour  masser  kim  home 
wid  de  bery  letter  Phil  hab  showed  me  in  he 
hand.    Well,  dey  opened  it,  an'  sure  enuff  dare 


war  a  letter  to  his  wife  inside  on't ;  an'  masser 
opened  dat,  an'  gibed  it  to  Miss  Ad'line  to  read, 
an'  she  read  it  out,  wid  her  big  eyes  blazin', 
an'  her  little  white  teeth  set,  an'  de  words  hiss- 
in'  trough  'um,  jes  as  if  it  war  a  rattlesnake 
talkin'.  Well,  it  war  full  ob  lobe  to  his  wife 
an'  de  baby,  tellin'  her  he  never  see  no  wo- 
man to  compare  wid  her ;  dat  his  bizziness 
war  gettin'  on  bery  well  now,  an'  he  hoped 
soon  to  move  to  Washington,  an'  when  he  war 
settled  dare,  he  would  kim  up  an'  see  dem  of- 
fencr;  an'  war  longin'  for  de  day  when  his 
'fairs  war  so  settled  dat  he  could  take  her  home 
to  lib  wid  'im. 

"  '  De  d — nable  scoundrel !'  sez  masser.  '  I'll 
help  settle  his  'fairs  for  'im !'  So  den  dey  scaled 
up  de  two  letters,  bery  careful,  and  masser  he 
jes  sot  an'  writ  anoder  letter  to  de  old  parson ; 
an'  he  telled  him,  cibil  like,  that  Kurnul  Frank 
Rollestone  were  payin'  'tentions  to  a  yong  lady 
he  war  gardeen  to ;  but  he  hev  heer  reports 
agin  him,  dat  he  had  been  wild  at  college,  and 
run'd  trough  his  money  ;  and  as  he  knowed  he 
war  under  his  care  some  time,  would  he  tell 
him  if  he  knew  any  ting  aginst  him  to  prevent 
a  virtuous  an'  hon'able  yong  lady  from  marry- 
ing him ;  an'  he  put  de  same  name  on  it ;  an' 
den  he  tuck  dem  both  to  de  office  hissel' ;  an' 
he  sez  to  me,  '  Keep  in  missus's  chamber,  keep 
de  door  locked,  say  she's  de  bad  headache,  an' 
be  sure,  if  Rollestone  comes,  or  Phil,  yer  don't 
show  yerself;  let  Sam  or  one  ob  de  oders  go 
to  de  door,  an'  take  de  messages.' 

"  Well,  I  obey  his  orders.  It  warn't  no  lie 
to  say  my  dear  yong  lady  war  sick,  any  way ; 
an',  sure  enuff,  Phil  he  kim  at  noon,  wid  his 
masser's  compliments,  an'  some  flowers  for  Miss 
Ad'line ;  an'  I  telled  Sam  to  put  de  flowers  in 
de  hall,  an'  say  Miss  Ad'line  bed  a  bery  bad 
headache,  an'  I  couldn't  leave  to  come  down. 

"  Well,  arter  a  little  time  kim  a  letter  from  de 
ole  parson — an'  it  war  all  true !  De  ole  gen'le- 
man  sed  he  hab  know  de  Kurnul  some  years ; 
dat  he  bed  been  a  little  wild  at  college,  he  sup- 
posed, but  noffing  more  dan  many  rich  yong 
men  war,  an'  he  knowed  noffing  'ginst  him  but 
dat.  But,  he  say,  de  yong  lady  must  hab  mis- 
take de  Kurnul's  'tentions  'tircly,  for  de  Kurnul 
war  a  married  man,  habin'  married  his  darter 
'bout  tree  years  ago ;  his  son-in-law  war  den  at 
the  Souf  settlin'  up  some  ob  his  'fairs,  but  his 
wife  an'  chile  war  wid  dem ;  an'  Misses  Rolle- 
stone had  jes  received  a  letter  from  her  hus- 
ban'.    Dare  mus'  be  some  mistake  in  de  name. 

My  masser  an'  Miss  Ad'line  dey  hab  jes  done 
read  de  letter  when  Sam  fetched  me  word 
Kurnul  Rollestone  war  in  de  drawin'-room.  I 
didn't  tell  Miss  Ad'line — I  tort  it  best  not — but 
I  called  out  masser  an'  telled  him,  an'  he  went 
down. 

"Well,  he  jes  called  him  out  on  ter  de  front 
verander,  an'  gib  him  de  ole  parson's  letter,  an' 
watched  him  while  he  read  it. 

"  '  Yer  need  not  deny  it,'  he  sez  ;  '  for  I  kin 
read  de  lie  in  yer  d — d  white  face.  If  yer  war 
worff  a  gen'leman's  powder  an'  shot,  I'd  shoot 
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yer  where  yer  stan' ;  but  yer  beneath  me.  For 
my  darter's  sake,  I'll  gib  yer  jes  one  hour's  start 
to  make  yer  escape.  At  de  end  ob  dat  time 
I'll  go  to  de  banks  an'  de  hotels  an'  all  de  pub- 
lie  places,  an'  'claim  yer  as  a  liar  an'  a  cheat,  a 
pauper  an'  a  swindler ;  an'  ef  ebber  yer  is  foun' 
round  here  agin,  by  de  Lord  dat  made  me  I'll 
sot  de  blood-hounds  arter  yer  !'  an'  wid  dat  mas- 
ser  knocked  'im  down,  an'  kicked  him  down  de 
front  steps. 

"Sam  telled  me  dis  arterward.  Sam  was 
tickled  to  deatf  when  he  seen  it,  for  dough  he 
didn't  know  what  Kurnul  Rollestone  hab  done, 
yet  he  hab  allers  hated  de  Kurnul  an'  Phil, 
Sam  hab,  coz — Desdemony  and  me,  we  praised 
'um  ;  an'  yer  know,  *Avhen  de  tree  is  fiillen,  eb- 
bery  hatchet  wants  to  hab  a  chop  at  it.'  AVell, 
yer  may  b'lieve  me,  we  nebber  see  no  more  ob 
dem  two  lobyers  ! " 

"  Poor  Miss  Adeline !  How  did  she  bear  it  ?" 
I  asked. 

"Putty  well,  afore  folks.  She  hab  too  much 
spunk  to  gib  way  when  folks  war  round ;  an' 
she  laffed  an'  danced  an'  sung,  jes  as  she  use 
to ;  but,  laws,  I  could  see  de  difierence  in  her. 
She  couldn't  keep  it  up  'fore  me  ;  an'  she  didn't 
care  to.  Sheknowed  dat  Iknowed  only  too  well!" 

"But  was  she  never  courted  again,  Linda?" 

"Sakes  alive,  chile!  She  hab  heaps  an' 
heaps  of  lobyers ;  but  what  war  dey  to  her  ? 
She  didn't  care  for  none  ob  'em !  Oh  no,  no, 
chile !  '  De  mill  can't  grind  wid  de  water  dat's 
past  by.'    Ah,  dat's  so — dat's  so ! 

"She  war  kinder  del'cate  all  dat  summer, 
and  when  itkim  autumn  she  took'd  a  bad  cold, 
an'  den  she  war  more  del'cater  still,  an'  all  dat 
winter  she  kinder  faded  like,  an'  in  de  spring 
she  died,  t  tink  she  knowed  she  war  going  to 
die,  an'  I  tink  she  warn't  sorry ;  for  it  'peared 
as  ef  de  sunshin'  ob  her  heart  hab  gone  out. 

"De  day  she  died — it  war  bery  hot,  an'  she 
war  bery  weak,  an'  I  stood  by  de  bedside  fan- 
nin'  ob  her,  an'  masser  he  sot  by  her  piller  ;  an' 
all  at  once  she  looks  up,  an'  sez,  '  Papa,  dear- 
est, what  did  yer  ebber  do  for  dis  good,  true, 
brave  gal  what  saved  me  from  such  a  dreaffiil 
fate?  Didn't  yer  say  yer'd  gib  her  her  free- 
dom, an'  hab  she  ebber  hab  it  ?' 

"'No,  my  darling!'  sez  masser,  'not  yet; 
but  I  mean  she  shall. ' 

"  'Oh  papa!'  she  sez  (suffin'  as  she  used  to 
speak  in  de  merry  ole  times),  '  "I  mean"  is  a 
good  dog,  but  "I've  done"  is  a  better  one.' 

"'I  know  it,  dearest,'  sez  my  masser;  'an' 
I  hev  de  papers  all  ready  in  de  house  for  her.' 

"  '  Den,'  she  sez,  '  papa,  dear  papa  I  M  ill  you 
bring  dem,  an'  let  me  hev  de  pleasure  ob  gibin' 
dem  to  her  mysel'  ?  It  may  be  dis  is  de  bery 
lastest  ting  yer  pore  little  Addy  will  ebber  ax  ob 
yer. ' 

"Pore  ole  masser!  he  nebber  sed  a  word  (I 
doubt  he  couldn't),  but  he  got  right  up  an'  went 
out. 

"  In  a  little  while  he  kim  back  wid  de  papers 
in  his  hand.  I  tort  Miss  Ad'line  war  asleep 
den,  for  her  eyes  war  shut,  an'  I  made  a  sign 


to  masser  not  to  'sturb  her ;  but  she  heered 
'im,  and  opened  her  eyes,  an'  held  out  her  hand 
for  de  papers,  an'  masser  gibed  'um  to  her. 

"  'Tank  yer,'  she  sez ;  'are  yer  sure  dey  is 
all  right  ?  did  a  lawyer  draw  dem  up  ?  are  yer 
sure  dey  is  all  correct,  papa  ?' 

"  'Dey  is  all  right,  my  dear  chile !'  sez  mas- 
ser; 'yer  may  'pend  on  dat.' 

"  Den  she  turns  to  me :  '  Linda !  dear  Lin- 
da !  my  good,  true  gal !'  she  sez,  '  I  gib  yer  yer 
freedom — here  is  yer  papers;  take  dem  from 
me,  in  memory  ob  yer  trutf  an'  de.votion  to  me.' 

"  '  Oh,  Miss  Ad  line  !'  I  sez,  crying  as  if  my 
heart  would  break — '  oh,  my  dear,  dear  yong 
missus !' 

"  '  No,'  she  say,  softly, '  not  your  missus  now, 
nebber  yer  missus  any  more  ;  yer  is  free — free 
as  I  am,  Linda !  An'  when  we  meet  again  in 
yonder  heaben,' — an'  she  lifted  her  little  trem- 
bling white  hand  as  she  spoke,  'it  Avill  not  be 
as  missus  an'  slave,  but  as  friends,  dear  Linda! 
friends!'  an'  dem  war  de  last,  libing  words  she 
ebber  spoke." 


TOGETHER. 

A  SONG  for  the  season,  my  dear,  my  dear, 
A  song  for  the  sunshiny  weather ! 

And  what  does  it  matter  the  time  o'  the  year, 
When  you  and  I  are  together? 

A  song  for  the  summer,  flying  south, 

A  flattering  song  to  stay  her! 
And  if  I  were  the  bird  with  the  golden  mouth, 

I  would  not  care  to  delay  her. 

All  the  year  round  my  skies  are  blue, 

Into  your  blue  eyes  gazing; 
Shining,  smiling,  tender  and  true — 

Oh,  these  are  the  ones  for  praising! 

The  best  of  mine  that  the  year  could  claim 
Were  a  homage  but  half-hearted. 

For  I  know  the  brightness  will  be  the  same 
When  her  bloom  is  all  departed. 

When  out  of  the  world  the  sunshine  slips, 
Its  hoard  the  hearth-stone  showetli ; 

The  one  light  suffereth  no  eclipse, 
Whatever  the  way  it  goeth. 

It's  you  that's  wearing  the  summer's  crown. 

To  you  all  sweet  names  gather ; 
It's  you  I  love  when  the  snows  are  down — 

Oh,  let  me  sing  you  rather! 

For  though  I  Avhisper  it  unaware, 
Your  name  is  a  spell  that  raises 

All  singing  sprites  that  dwell  in  the  air, 
Making  a  sheaf  of  praises. 

A  song  to  the  youth  our  years  above. 

Holding  all  worlds  in  tether; 
It  suits  all  seasons,  my  love,  my  love, 

While  you  and  I  are  together!  . 


A  BRAVE  LADY. 
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A  BEAYE  LADY. 
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THE  EPn^OGUE, 

TTTIIICH  perhaps  none  will  listen  to.  They 
Y  ▼  may  say,  "The  curtain  has  fallen;  the 
play  is  played  out.    No  more  !" 

But  the  play  was  not  played  out.  Who  dare 
say,  "My  work  is  done,"  till  the  breath  fails 
wherewith  to  say  it?  Thus,  if  after  her  sad 
and  stormy  life  it  pleased  Heaven  to  give  a  sun- 
shiny sunset  to  my  dear  Lady  de  Bougainville, 
why  should  I  not  tell  it  ?  even  though  the  tell- 
ing involves  more  than  people  may  care  to  hear 
of  this  insignificant  life  of  mine — which  only  be- 
came of  value  after  I  fell  in  love  with  her.  But 
there  was  once  a  little  mouse  who  gnawed  the 
net-meshes  of  an  imprisoned  lion  ;  and  though 
the  creature  never  pretended  to  be  any  thing 
but  a  mouse,  I  think  it  must  have  been  a  very 
happy-minded  mouse  ever  afterward. 

Where  shall  I  take  up  my  story  ?  From  the 
day  when  she  turned  the  key  of  the  little  hair- 
trunk,  thereby  silently  locking  up — as,  child 
almost  as  I  was,  I  felt  that  I  myself  would  have 
locked  up — the  treasure-house  of  the  past  ?  I 
asked  her  no  questions,  and  she  gave  me  no 
explanations ;  but  from  that  hour  there  arose 
an  unspoken  tenderness  and  a  sympathy  stron- 
ger even  than  that  which  not  seldom  draws  to- 
gether the  old  and  the  young,  in  spite  of — nay, 
rather  on  account  of — the  great  difference  be- 
tween them.  Contrast  without  contrariety  is 
one  of  the  great  laws  of  harmonious  Nature  ; 
and  two  people,  however  unlike,  who  have  the 
same  ideal,  will  probably  suit  one  another  bet- 
ter than  many  who  seem  more  akin.  It  was 
just  as  when,  on  reading  some  great  poet — so 
great,  yet  so  simple — I  used  to  be  astonished 
and  yet  pleased  that  I  could  comprehend  him. 
So,  I  grew  worthier  and  better  in  my  own  sight 
to  find  I  could  in  a  dim,  feeble  way  understand 
Lady  de  Bougainville. 

Are  no  love-vows  registere'd  except  by  lov- 
ers ?  I  think  there  are.  I  could  tell  of  a  cer- 
tain little  maid  who  lay  awake  half  the  night, 
thinking  of  caliphs  and  viziers,  and  old  trunks 
with  dead  children's  clothes  ;  and  of  what  King 
David  said  about  the  term  of  mortal  life  being 
threescore  years  and  ten,  "and  if  by  reason 
of  strength  we  attain  unto  fourscore  years," 
Ten  years  more,  then.  Ten  years  to  try  and 
fill  up  a  blank  life ;  to  make  a  dull  life  cheer- 
ful, perhaps  even  happy.  Ten  years  for  a  mo- 
therless child  to  give  passionate,  adoring  filial 
duty  to  the  mother  of  six  dead  children ;  re- 
ceiving— well,  perhaps  nothing ;  but  it  mat- 
tered not.    The  delight  was  in  the  duty,  not 


its  reward  :  in  the  vow  and  its  fulfillment,  rath- 
er than  in  the  way  it  might  be  accepted  by  its 
object.  This,  time  would  show.  Meanwhile, 
in  the  dead  of  night,  with  the  last  flicker  of 
flame  lighting  up  the  wax  figure  of  John  the 
Baptist,  and  the  white  owl — which  had  brought 
up  her  young,  I  heard,  year  after  year  in  the 
ivied  court-yard  below  —  hooting  mournfully 
under  the  window,  the  vow  was  made.  And, 
thank  God  !  I  have  kept  it  to  this  day. 

When  I  came  down  at  eight  o'clock,  it  was 
to  an  everyday  breakfast-table,  where  sat — no, 
not  an  everyday  old  lady,  talking  to  an  old  wo- 
man, as  broad  as  she  was  long,  with  a  kind, 
good,  ugly  face,  who  stood  behind  her  chair. 
Mistress  and  servant  were,  I  believe,  nearly  the 
same  age,  but  the  former  looked  much  the  old- 
er. They  were  talking  together  with  that  re- 
spectful tenderness  on  one  side,  and  friendly 
confidence  on  the  other,  which  mark  at  once 
two  people  who  in  this  relation  have  spent  to- 
gether nearly  all  their  lives. 

Lady  de  Bougainville  looked  up  as  I  entered, 
and  turned  upon  me — a  little  suddenly,  as  if  she 
had  momentarily  forgotten  me — her  beautiful 
smile. 

I  began  this  book  by  a  picture  of  her,  as  near 
as  I  could  draw  it,  as  she  first  appeared  to  me. 
Now,  when  I  have  since  tried  to  paint  her  in 
different  shape,  will  the  likeness  be  recogniz- 
able ?  Will  any  one  trace  in  the  stately  lady 
of  seventy,  sitting  placidly  at  her  lonely  break- 
fcist-table,  the  passionate  Josephine  Scanlan  of 
Wren's  Nest  ?  Still  less  will  there  be  read  in 
the  sweet  old  face — the  cheeks  of  which  were 
pink  and  fresh  as  a  child's,  for  she  had  been 
out  in  her  garden,  she  told  me,  since  seven  in 
the  morning — those  years  of  anguish  and  trial, 
ending  in  the  total  desolation  of  the  widowed 
wife  and  childless  mother,  from  whom  God  had 
taken  every  thing — every  thing !  leaving  her 
alive,  and  that  was  all. 

Strange  —  inconceivably  strange  !  —  and  yet 
most  true.  Sometimes  —  as  she  showed  me 
that  day  in  one  of  her  favorite  laurels — when  a 
healthy  tree  has  been  blighted  by  frost,  if  it 
still  retains  a  fragment  of  vitality  it  Avill  shoot 
up  again,  not  in  its  old  shape,  but  in  a  differ- 
ent one,  and  thus  live  on.    So  did  she. 

"  Bridget,"  said  Lady  de  Bougainville,  "  this 
is  Miss  Weston,  who  has  been  so  very  ill,  and 
is  come  to  us  to  be  made  well  again.  Bridget 
will  look  after  you  and  take  care  of  you,  my 
dear.  She  is  wonderful  at  nursing,  and  rather 
likes  having  somebody  to  make  a  fuss  over." 

Bridget  courtesied,  with  a  fond  look  at  her 
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lady;  and  then,  softening  a  little,  I  suppose, 
at  my  white  face — for  I  was  very  weak  still — 
hoped  with  true  Irish  politeness  that  I  should 
soon  get  better ;  every  body  must  feel  the  bet- 
ter for  coming  to  Brierley  Hall.  In  which  sen- 
timent I  cordially  agreed  with  her.  And  per- 
haps she  was  sharp  enough  to  see  my  heart  in 
mv  eyes,  for  she  gradually  became  mild  toward 
me,  and  we  grew  capital  friends,  Bridget  and  I. 

And  Bridget's  mistress  ? 

I  have  a  distinct  recollection  of  every  hour 
of  that  day,  the  first  whole  day  that  I  spent 
with  her,  and  which  was  the  type  of  many  other 
days  ;  for  they  were  all  alike.  Existence  went 
on  like  clock-work  in  that  great,  lonely,  peace- 
ful, beautiful  house.  At  seven — winter  and 
summer — the  mistress  was  in  her  garden,  where 
she  had  a  personal  acquaintance  with  every 
flower  and  bush  and  tree,  and  with  every  liv- 
ing thing  that  inhabited  them. 

"I  think,"  she  said  to  me  one  day,  "I  am 
fonder  of  my  garden  than  even  of  my  house, 
because,  you  see,  it  is  alive.  And  it  is  always 
busy — always  growing.  Even  at  my  time  of 
life  I  like  to  see  things  busy  and  grov/ing." 

She  was  always  busy,  certainly.  To  my  sur- 
prise, directly  after  breakfast  she  sat  down  to 
her  "work  ;"  and  very  hard  work  it  was,  too. 
First,  the  management  of  her  household,  into 
the  details  of  which  she  entered  with  the  minut- 
est accuracy :  liberal,  but  allowing  no  waste ; 
trustful,  but  keeping  a  careful  observation  of - 
every  thing.  Next,  the  "  stewardship,"  as  she 
called  it,  of  her  large  fortune,  which  entailed 
much  correspondence  ;  for  her  public  and  pri- 
vate charities  seemed  endless.  She  was  the 
best  woman  of  business  I  ever  knew.  She  an- 
swered Iier  letters  every  day,  and  paid  her  bills 
every  week:  "  Eor,"  she  said,  "I  wish  those 
that  come  after  me  to  have,  when  I  die,  as  lit- 
tle trouble  as  possible." 

This  solitary  living — solitary  dying — which 
she  referred  to  so  continually  and  so  calmly — 
at  first  seemed  to  me  very  terrible.  Yet  beau- 
tiful too  ;  for  it  was  a  life  utterly  out  of  herself. 
Sitting  at  her  little  writing-table,  in  her  corner 
by  the  fire,  she  seemed  forever  planning  how, 
by  purse  or  influence  or  kindly  thoughtfulness, 
she  could  help  others.  "  I  have  nothing  else 
to  do,"  she  said,  when  I  noticed  this  ;  and  then, 
as  if  shrinking  from  having  said  too  much,  or 
betrayed  too  much  by  the  sigh  which  accom- 
panied the  words,  she  began  hastily  to  tell  me 
the  history  of  a  letter  she  was  then  writing  to 
a  certain  Priscilla  Nunn,  for  whom  she  had  just 
bought  an  annuity. 

"I  paid  it  myself  for  several  years,  and  then 
I  began  to  think,  suppose  I  were  to  die  first, 
what  would  become  of  Priscilla?  So  I  have 
made  all  safe  to-day;  I  am  so  glad." 

She  looked  glad,  with  the  pure  joy  that  has 
nothing  personal  in  it ;  and  then,  in  that  pretty 
garrulousness  which  was  almost  the  only  sign 
of  age  about  her,  began  to  tell  me  more  of  this 
Priscilla  Nunn,  and  how  she.  Lady  de  Bougain- 
ville, had  once  sewed  for  her. 


"Eor  money,  AVinifred.  Eor,  as  T  told  you 
last  night,  I  was  once  very  poor," 

"But  you  are  not  sorry  to  be  rich?  Not 
sorry  to  be  able  to  do  such  things  as  you  have 
just  now  been  doing.  Oh,  it  must  be  grand — 
grand !  To  sit  in  your  quiet  corner  here,  and 
stretch  invisible  comforting  hands  half  over  the 
world,  just  like  Providence  itself.  How  I  envy 
you  !  What  it  must  be  to  have  power,  unlimit- 
ed power,  to  make  people  happy  ! " 

"God  only  can  do  that,"  she  said,  gravely. 

"Yes;  but  He  uses  you  to  do  it  for  Him." 

I  know  not  how  the  words  came  into  my 
mouth,  but  they  did  come,  and  they  seemed  to 
please  Lady  de  Bougainville.  She  laid  her  hand 
upon  mine,  very  kindly. 

"You  speak  'wiser  than  you  are  ware  of;' 
and  even  an  old  woman  is  not  too  old  to  learn 
wisdom  from  the  lips  of  a  child." 

Then  she  rose,  and  saying  her  work  was  done 
for  to-day,  took  me  with  her  into  the  library. 

That  library,  what  a  world  of  wealth  it  was ! 
— an  ancient  and  modern  literature,  down  to 
last  month's  reviews  and  magazines. 

"  I  took  to  reading  twenty  years  ago,  to  keep 
myself  from  thinking,"  said  Lady  de  Bougain- 
ville ;  "  and  in  my  long  evenings  I  have  taught 
myself  a  little  of  modern  languages.  But  I 
never  was  an  educated  woman.  No  doubt," 
she  added,  with  a  smile,  "you,  a  modern  young 
lady,  know  a  great  deal  more  than  I." 

Perhaps  I  did,  having  swallowed  an  enor- 
mous quantity  of  unassimilated  mental  food  ; 
but  I  was  a  starved  young  pedant  still,  and  I 
had  not  lived  three  days  with  Lady  de  Bougain- 
ville before  she  taught  me  the  wholesomest  les- 
son a  girl  of  my  age  could  learn — my  own  enor- 
mous ignorance. 

Taught  it  me  quite  unconsciously,  in  daylight 
walks  and  fireside  talks ;  when,  after  her  long 
lack  of  any  companionship,  even  mine,  such  as 
it  was,  proved  not  unwelcome  to  that  strong, 
clear  brain,  which  had  come  to  the  rescue  of  the 
empty  heart  and  saved  it  from  breaking. 

Yet  there  was  a  good  deal  of  eccentricity 
about  her  too,  and  about  her  way  of  life,  which 
had  long  fallen  into  such  a  mechanical  round 
that  she  disliked  the  slightest  change  therein. 
To  press  one  hour's  duties  into  the  next  one,  to 
delay  or  alter  a  meal,  to  rise  later  or  go  to  bed 
earlier  than  usual,  Avas  to  her  an  actual  pain. 
But  these  were  only  the  little  spots  in  my  sun. 
She  shone  still,  the  centre  of  her  peaceful  world ; 
from  her  radiated  all  the  light  it  had ;  and,  in  its 
harmony  and  regularity,  I,  poor  little  wandering 
star  that  I  was !  first  learned,  in  great  things  and 
small,  the  comfort,  the  beauty,  the  actual  divine- 
ness  of  heaven's  first  law — Order. 

Yet  when  I  lived  longer  with  her,  and,  my 
visit  over,  found  some  excuse,  often  so  shallow 
that  she  actually  smiled,  for  coming  to  see  her 
nearly  eveiy  day,  it  was  impossible  not  to  allow 
that  Brierley  was  right  in  calling  Lady  de  Bou- 
gainville "  peculiar."  She  had  some  crotchets, 
absolute  crotchets,  which  one  would  have  smiled 
at  but  for  the  causes  which  had  originated  them, 
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too  sad  for  any  smile.  She  nevei'  would  enter 
a  single  house  in  Brierley — that  is,  a  well-to-do 
house,  though  she  often  crossed  the  thresholds 
of  the  poor.  Nor  would  she  have  any  visitors 
of  her  own  rank  ;  she  shut  her  doors,  as  I  once 
told  her,  laughing,  upon  all  "respectable"  peo- 
])le.  Even  my  father,  except  for  his  formal 
clerical  visits,  Avas  not  admitted  there  any  more 
than  the  old  rector  had  been.  She  seemed  to 
shrink  from  all  association  with  the  outside 
world — that  is,  personal  association — though  she 
knew  all  that  was  going  on  therein,  and  liked 
to  hear  of  events  and  people,  near  and  remote, 
in  which  I  tried  to  interest  her.  But  though 
she  listened,  it  was  always  with  a  gentle  indif- 
ference, as  if  that  long  frozen-up  heart,  which 
was  kind  to  all  living  things,  was  capable  only 
of  kindness,  nothing  more  ;  the  warm  throb  of 
responsive  human  affection  being  stilled  in  it 
forever. 

I  often  thought  so.  And  when  I,  in  my  im- 
petuous youth,  used  day  after  day  to  spring  up 
the  entrance  steps,  guarded  by  their  two  huge 
stone  vases,  and,  with  an  expectation  eager 
as  any  of  the  "  fellows"  (as  Lady  G.  in  "  Sir 
Charles  Grandison"  calls  them)  that  used  to 
come  a-courting  to  the  young  gentlewomen  in 
hoops  and  farthingales  who  once  inhabited  Bri- 
erley Hall — I  went  in  search  of  my  beautiful  old 
lady,  my  silly  heart  often  sank  down  like  lead. 
Eor,  though  she  always  paused  in  whatever  she 
was  doing,  to  give  me  the  gentle  "Is  that  you, 
ray  dear  ?  how  kind  of  you  to  come  and  see 
me,"  I  felt,  by  her  very  use  of  the  word,  that 
her  heart  toward  me  was  only  "kind" — that 
was  all. 

Well  I  how  could  it  be  otherwise  ?  What  a 
foolish  girl  was  I  to  expect  it  to  be  otherwise ! 
And  yet  it  sometimes  made  me  a  little  sad  to 
think  I  had  only  the  stubble  end  of  her  life, 
while  she  reaped  the  whole  rich  harvest  of  mine. 
"  llidiculous  !"  most  people  would  say  ;  "  Con- 
temptible!" I  think  she  would  have  said,  who 
of  all  women  most  understood  what  that  love  is 
which  loves  freely,  hoping  for  nothing  again. 
Yet  I  fretted  a  good  deal  about  it,  until  chance 
brought  my  trouble  to  a  climax,  and  me  to  my 
right  senses  for  evermore. 

Somebody  hinted  to  my  father  that  I  was  go- 
ing too  much  to  Brierley  Hall ;  that  people 
would  say  I  had  designs  upon  the  old  lady,  Avho 
had  a  large  fortune  and  no  heirs.  So  he,  being 
a  proud  man,  dear  heart !  and  a  sorrowful,  hard 
life  had  made  him  prouder  still,  when  my  next 
invitation  came,  forbade  my  going  thither. 

I  rebelled.  For  the  first  time  in  our  lives  my 
father  and  I  had  words — and  bitter  words,  too. 
I  was  not  a  child  now  ;  I  was  past  seventeen, 
with  a  strong  will  of  my  own ;  and  it  was  not 
only  my  own  pleasure  that  I  grieved  to  lose. 
Summer  had  gone  by,  that  long,  bright  summer 
when  I  had  been  made  so  hap])y  at  Brierley 
Hall,  and  grown  familiar  with  every  nook  within 
and  without  it.  Now,  the  bare  trees  stretched 
empty  arms  up  to  the  leaden  winter  sky,  and 
within  the  house  —  the  large,  chilly,  gloomy 
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house — where  the  Christmas  holly  smiled  for- 
lornly upon  the  vacant  rooms,  sat  one  lonely  old 
woman,  who,  rich  as  she  was,  sweet  and  lova- 
ble as  every  day  I  found  her  more  and  more  to 
be,  was  still  only  a  Avoman,  lonely  aiid  old. 

"I  will  go  to  her,  whatever  you  say!"  cried 
T,  in  a  passion  of  tears,  and  rushed  from  my 
father,  hardly  knowing  what  I  was  doing,  or 
what  I  meant  to  do — rushed  through  the  stormy 
afternoon  to  Brierley  Hall. 

Lady  de  Bougainville  was  sitting  in  the  cedar 
parlor,  the  smallest  and  least  dreary  of  all  the 
rooms.  For  a  wonder  she  was  doing  nothing, 
only  looking  into  the  fire,  which  had  dropped 
into  hollow  blackness,  as  if  long  unstirred. 

"  How  good  of  you,  Winny,  to  come  all 
through  the  rain  !  I  am  quite  idle,  you  see, 
though  I  have  plenty  of  work  to  do.  Perhaps 
it  is  the  fault  of  my  eyes,  and  not  the  dark  day, 
but  I  can  not  manage  to  thread  my  needle." 

She  spoke  a  little  sadly.  I  knew,  if  she  had, 
a  dread  in  this  world  it  was  of  her  sight  failing 
her,  of  growing  "dark,"  as  Bridget  called  it, 
which  to  one  so  independent  in  her  ways,  and 
disliking  dependence  more  even  than  old  people 
usually  do,  would  have  been  darkness  indeed. 

"  Still,  if  it  comes,"  added  she,  sighing  again 
(I  knew  Avhat  "it"  meant),  "  I  hope  I  shall  be 
able  to  bear  it." 

"It  will  not  come,  and  if  it  did,  you  would 
bear  it,"  said  I,  passionately,  as  I  sat  down  on 
the  foot-stool  beside  her,  and  took  possession 
of  her  dear  old  hand,  playing  ostensibly  with 
the  emeralds  and  diamonds  which  covered  it. 
But  it  was  the  hand  I  loved,  soft  and  warm, 
strong  and  delicate,  lovely  to  look  at,  lovely  to 
feel ;  as  I  can  see  and  feel  it  still,  though — 
No,  I  will  have  none  of  these  tears.  We  may 
weep  over  the  blasted,  withered  corn,  the  grain 
trodden  under  foot,  or  scattered  unreaped  to 
the  winds  of  heaven  ;  but  Avhen  the  ripe  sheaf 
is  gathered  into  the  garner,  then  who  grieves  ? 

Let  me  remember  her  as  she  sat  in  her  easy- 
chair  and  I  sat  at  her  feet,  trying  to  amuse  her 
all  I  could ;  with  tales  of  the  village,  of  the 
neighbors,  of  various  Christmas  treats  in  the 
school-rooms  and  the  alms-houses,  and  so  on. 
To  all  of  which  she  listened  with  her  usual  smile  ; 
and  I  kept  up  mine  too  as  well  as  I  could.  But 
I  was  not  good  at  deception,  I  suppose,  for  she 
said,  suddenly : 

"  Winifred,  there  is  something  on  your  mind ; 
tell  me  what  it  is.  I  shoidd  be  sorry  if  any  trou- 
ble were  to  come  near  my  merry  little  Mouse." 
(Mouse  was  a  name  she  had  for  me  from  my 
smallness,  my  bright  eyes — yes,  I  fancy  they 
were  bright,  being  like  my  father's  —  and  the 
brown  of  my  hair.) 

The  kind  words  —  so  unexpected — touched 
me  to  the  quick. ,  Bursting  into  tears,  I  poured 
out  to  her  my  grievous  woe  and  wrong. 

"  Is  that  all  ?  What  mountains  of  mole-hills 
we  do  make  at  seventeen !  To  be  in  such  de- 
spair from  a  lost  visit!    My  silly  little  girl!" 

I  drew  back  in  sensitive  pain.  Evidently, 
the  real  cause  of  my  grief,  the  dread  I  had  of 
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being  separated  from  her,  and  the  fact  that  the 
chief  happiness  of  my  life  consisted  in  being 
with  her,  had  never  occurred  to  my  dear  old  lady. 

It  was  hard :  even  now  I  recognize  that  it 
was  hard.  And  I  do  not  hate  poor  Winny 
Weston,  that  the  bitterness  and  anguish  of  her 
heart  found  vent  in  exaggerated  words. 

"Silly  am  I!  I  know  that,  and  no  wonder 
you  think  so.  It  is  no  matter  to  you  how  sel- 
dom I  see  you,  or  if  I  am  never  allowed  to  see 
you  again.  I  am  nothing  to  you,  while  you 
are  every  thing  to  me." 

A  declaration  as  impetuous  as  that  of  any 
young  man  in  love — nay,  I  have  taunted  one 
young  man  with  its  being  more  so  !  No  wonder 
Lady  de  Bougainville  was  a  little  astonished  by 
it — until,  perceiving  how  real  my  emotion  was, 
she,  with  a  curious  sort  of  look — 

"Half  smiling,  half  sorry, 
Gazed  down,  like  the  augels  in  separate  glory," 

upon  poor,  foolish,  miserable  me. 

Then  she  spoke  seriously,  even  sadly :  "Win- 
ny, I  had  no  idea  you  cared  for  me  so  much ; 
I  thought  no  one  ever  would  care  for  me  again 
in  this  Avorld." 

While  she  spoke  a  quiver  ran  across  her  feat- 
ures, and  a  dimness — I  could  hardly  believe  it 
tears,  for  I  had  never  seen  her  shed  one — gath- 
ered in  her  eyes. 

"  You  are  very  good,"  she  said  again — "  A^ery 
good  to  an  old  woman  like  me ;  and  I  am  grate- 
ful." 

Grateful!  Lady  de  Bougainville  grateful  to 
me?  And  telling  me  so  with  that  sweet  dig- 
nity which  made  me  more  than  ever  ashamed 
of  myself;  for  had  I  not  heard  her  say  more 
than  once,  that  the  love  which  worries  its  ob- 
ject with  jealous  exactions  is  not  love,  but  the 
merest  selfishness  ? 

I  hung  my  head.  I  begged  her  pardon. 
"But,"  I  said,  "this  is  hard  for  me — harder 
than  you  think.  What  chance  have  I  of  learn- 
ing to  be  good,  and  sensible,  and  womanly,  ex- 
cepting through  you  ?  I  thought  you  w  ould 
have  'grown'  me,  as  you  do  your  young  serv- 
ants and  your  cabbages." 

I  had  made  her  smile,  which  was  what  I 
wanted  ;  also,  perhaps,  to  wipe  out  Avith  a  silli- 
er jest  the  remembrance  of  my  romantic  folly. 

"And  then,  as  you  told  me  once,  no  sooner 
do  they  get  hearts  in  them  than  some  young 
man  of  Brierley  finds  it  out  and  carries  them 
off.  It  would  1)6  just  the  same  with  vou.  Win- 
ny!" 

"Never!"  I  cried,  indignantly;  "I  wish  for 
nothing  better  than  to  spend  my  whole  life  be- 
side you." 

"Ah!  that  is  what  children  often  say  to 
their  parents,  yet  they  marry  for  all  that." 

"I  never  would,  if  I  were  a  child  of  yours." 

"A  child  of  mine!"  The  words  seemed  to 
pierce  her  like  sharp  steel.  "You  forget  I 
have  no  children — that  is,  all  my  children  are 
in  heaven.  No  one  on  earth  can  ever  replace 
them  to  me." 


I  had  gone  too  fkr;  1  recognized  it  now. 
Recognized,  too,  with  a  passionate  sympathv 
that  almost  took  away  the  personal  pain,  what 
tenacity  of  faithfulness  was  in  this  strong  heart 
of  hers,  which  admitted  no  substitutes.  Other 
interests  might  cluster  round  it  outside,  but  its 
inner,  empty  niches  would  remain  empty  for- 
ever. 

"No,"  I  said,  gently — not  even  attempting  to 
repossess  myself  of  her  dear  hand,  which  had 
-;Iid  from  mine  somehow — "neither  I  nor  anv 
one  could  ever  dream  of  replacing  to  you  vour 
children.  But  you  will  let  me  be  your  little 
servant?    I  love  you  so." 

She  was  touched,  I  saw.  Even  through  the 
frost  of  age,  and  of  those  many  desolate  years, 
she  felt  the  warmth  of  this  warm  young  love  of 
mine.  Stooping  down  she  kissed  me  affection- 
ately ;  and  giving  me  one  of  her  hands,  sat,  with 
the  other  shading  her  face,  for  ever  so  long. 
We  made  no  mutual  protestations  —  indeed  I 
think  we  hardly  exchanged  another  word  on  the 
subject — but  from  that  hour  our  relations  seem- 
ed to  rest  on  quite  a  different  footing,  and  we 
understood  tacitly  that  they  were  to  last  for 
life. 

I  could  have  sat  forever  at  her  feet,  catching 
glimpses  of  her  face  in  the  fire-light,  and  won- 
dering how  it  felt  to  have  had  every  thing  and 
lost  every  thing,  and  to  come  to  sit  at  seventy 
years  of  age  by  a  vacant  hearth,  with  all  one's 
treasures  in  heaven ;  and,  as  the  Bible  says, 
"where  one's  treasure  is,  there  will  one's  heart 
be  also."  Wondering,  too,  whether  it  was  that 
which  caused  the  peace  that  I  saw  gradually 
growing  in  her  face,  as  at  last  removing  her 
hand  she  left  it  for  me  to  gaze  at.  It  was 
quite  bright  now. 

"I  have  made  up  my  little  plans,  Winny," 
said  she,  cheerfully,  "and  you  shall  hear  from 
me  to-morrow — that  is,  your  father  shall.  Now 
go  home  to  him,  for  it  is  growing  dark,  and  he 
will  be  anxious.  Happy  you  to  have  a  father 
who  is  anxious  over  you !  We  must  not  vex 
him.    Parents  first,  always." 

"Yes,"  I  answered,  but  it  might  have  been 
a  little  dolefully,  and  more  lingeringly  even 
than  usual  I  might  have  taken  my  departure ; 
for  just  at  the  door  Lady  de  Bougainville  called 
me  back. 

"  Child" — and  the  hand  she  laid  on  my  shoul- 
der was  firm  as  that  of  youth,  and  her  eyes 
blazed  as  they  might  have  done  thirty  or  forty 
years  ago.  "Child,  be  Avise !  Before  you 
sleep,  make  friends  with  your  father,  and  be 
thankful  that  he  is  such  a  father — a  prudent, 
tender,  honorable  man.  All  men  are  not  so. 
Sometimes  it  is  the  will  of  God  to  tie  together, 
by  relationship  or  marriage,  people  who  are  so 
unlike  that,  if  not  thus  tied,  they  would  fly  from 
one  another  to  the  world's  end.  And  some- 
times"— her  voice  sank  lower — "it  is  right  so 
to  fly.  They  have  to  choose  between  good  and 
evil,  between  God  and  man.  Pity  them,  but 
let  no  one  dare  to  judge  them — no  one  can — 
except  the  Judge  of  all." 
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She  stopped,  trembling  violently.  Why,  I 
knew  not  then  ;  I  do  now.  But  very  soon  she 
recovered  herself — the  sooner,  I  think,  because 
she  saw  that  I  understood  nothing  below  the 
mere  words  she  was  saying.  All  I  did  was  to 
stand  shamefaced  before  her — she,  who  was  so 
wise,  so  good ;  so  infinitely  wiser  and  better 
than  I  could  ever  hope  to  be.    I  said  so. 

"No,"  she  answered,  sadly;  "neither  good 
nor  wise.  Only  one  can  not  live  seventy  years 
and  learn  nothing.  Therefore,  Winifred,  listen 
to  me.  Never  say  to  any  one  what  you  said  to 
me  to-day — that  you  wished  you  could  leave 
your  father.  Some  have  to  do  it,  as  I  said  : 
children  from  parents,  wives  from  husbands, 
must  turn  and  depart.  And  if  it  has  to  be 
done" — and  she  drew  herself  erect,  and  her 
eyes  flashed,  almost  fiercely,  till  I  could  under- 
stand what  a  fierce  woman  she  must  have  been 
in  her  youth — "if  it  must  be  done,  I  say,  Do 
it !  unflinchingly,  without  remorse.  Cut  off 
the  rotten  branch  ;  fly  from  the  plague-stricken 
house.  Save  your  soul,  and  fly.  But,  oh!  not 
till  the  last  extremity,  not  till  all  hope  is  gone — 
if  it  ever  is  quite  gone  :  we  can  not  tell.  Child, 
those  whom  God  has  given  you,  have  patience 
with  them ;  He  has.  Hold  fast  by  them,  if  it 
be  possible,  to  the  end." 

And  as  she  looked  at  me  I  saw  all  her  fierce- 
ness ebb  away,  and  a  tenderness,  deeper  than 
even  its  usual  peaceful  look,  grow  on  her  dear 
face. 

"Now  go,  my  dear.  I  have  said  enough, 
perhaps  too  much,  but  I  want  you  to  be  friends 
again  with  your  father.  I  think,"  she  added — 
(was  it  with  a  natural  fear  at  having  betrayed 
any  thing,  which  I  understood  not  then,  but  do 
now?) — "I  think  I  am  sensitive  on  the  subject 
of  fathers — mine  was  very  dear  to  me.  He 
died — let  me  see — full  fifty  years  ago  ;  yet  I  re- 
member him,  and  all  about  that  time,  more 
clearly  than  I  remember  many  nearer  things. 
We  were  very  happy  together,  my  father  and  I." 

She  spoke  calmly  and  cheerfully,  as  it  seems 
people  do  learn  to  speak  of  their  dead  after  fifty 
years ;  and,  kissing  me,  sat  down  again  once 
more  in  her  quiet  arm  -  chair  by  her  solitary 
fire. 

Next  day  my  father  showed  me  a  letter  which 
he  had  just  received  from  Lady  de  Bougainville, 
asking  his  permission  for  me  to  be  her  reader 
and  amanuensis  for  two  hours  every  forenoon. 
She  needed  such  help,  she  said,  because  of  her 
failing  eyesight,  and  preferred  mine  because 
she  was  used  to  me,  and  "loved"  me. 

"  Not  that  I  wish  to  monopolize  your  daugh- 
ter." (I  smiled  to  see  how  boldly  her  noble  can- 
dor cut  the  knot  that  would  have  perplexed  a 
feebler  hand.)  "Still  less  do  I  intend,  as  I 
hear  is  reported  in  Brierley,  to  leave  her  my 
fortune.  It  has  been  left,  for  many  years,  to 
a  charity.  But  I  wish  to  make  her  independent, 
to  put  in  her  hand  what  every  woman  ought  to 
have — a  weapon  wherewith,  if  necessary,  to  fight 
the  world." 

She  therefore  proposed,  instead  of  salary,  to 


give  me  first-rate  masters  of  every  kind,  and 
that  I  should  take  my  lessons  of  afternoons,  at 
Brierley  Hall.  This  would  make  all  easy,  she 
said,  during  my  father's  frequent  absence  from 
home  all  day  long.  "And  you  may  trust  me 
to  take  care  of  your  child,"  she  added.  "I 
was  a  mother  once." 

This  last  touch  went  to  my  father's  heart — a 
tender  heart,  for  all  its  pride. 

"  Poor  lady — poor  lady ! "  said  he.  And  aft- 
er reading  the  letter  over  once  again,  with  the 
comment,  "  She  is  a  wise  old  woman,  this  grand 
friend  of  yours,"  consented  to  it  without  re- 
serve. 

Thus  my  life  was  made  plain  to  me — plain 
and  clear — busy  and  bright ;  nay,  brighter  than 
I  ever  expected.  For  my  father  himself,  on 
his  own  account,  began  to  admire  Lady  de 
Bougainville. 

Hitherto  they  had  held  aloof,  for  they  differed 
Avidely  theologically.  She  listened  to  his  ser- 
mons— never  commenting,  never  criticising — 
and  that  was  all.  But,  as  she  slowly  found 
out,  whether  or  not  he  preached  it,  he  lived 
"the  Gospel."  "Winny,"  said  she  to  me  one 
day,  when  she  had  watched  him  into  one  of 
those  miserable  cottages  which  were  the  dis- 
grace of  our  parish,  where,  like  most  increasing 
parishes,  the  new-built  palatial  residences  of 
our  rich  neighbors  drove  our  poor  neighbors  to 
herd  together  like  pigs  in  a  sty — "  Winny,  some 
of  these  days  I  should  like  to  see  a  little  more 
of  your  father.  Once,  I  believed  in  the  Church 
in  spite  of  the  minister ;  now,  I  believe  in  the 
Church — and  the  minister." 

And  when  I  told  him  this,  again  he  said, 
"Poor  lady!"  Por  my  father,  like  the  late 
Reverend  Sir  Edward  de  Bougainville — of  whom 
he  had  chanced  to  hear  a  good  deal,  since  he 
came  here,  from  an  Irish  dean  he  knew — was  a 
Low-Church  clergyman. 

Low-Church,  High-Church,  Broad-Church — 
what  insane  distinctions  !  Oh,  that  I  could  ob- 
literate them  all !  Oh,  that  I  could  make  every 
one  who  serves  at  the  altar  like  this  dear  father 
of  mine — whom  I  do  not  paint  here,  for  he  is 
mine,  and  he  lives  still,  thank  God !  He  and  I 
do  not  agree  entirely ;  like  many  another  child, 
I  fancy  Heaven  has  granted  to  me  clearer  light 
and  purer  air  than  to  my  father ;  but  I  love  him ! 
I  love  him !  and  I  believe  God  loves  us  both. 

And  we  both  of  us  lived  and  grew  together  in 
love  more  and  more,  under  the  shadow  of  that 
beautiful  and  benign  old  age  of  Lady  de  Bou- 
gainville. I  can  not  picture  it — who  could  ? — 
but  it  was  most  like  one  of  those  November 
days  which  always  remind  me  of  her ;  when  the 
whole  world  seems  spiritualized  into  a  sunshiny 
tranquillity,  so  that  we  notice  neither  sodden 
leaves  nor  withered  flowers,  nor  silent  gardens 
empty  of  birds,  but  delight  ourselves  in  the  ce- 
lestial beauty  of  the  departing  year,  as  if  it  were 
to  remain  with  us  forever. 

On  just  such  a  day,  the  18th  of  November  (for 
though  I  did  not  note  the  date,  others  did), 
something  happened  which  was  the  first  break 
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in  the  heavenly  monotony  of  our  lives,  and  which 
therefore,  I  suppose,  I  ought  to  set  down,  though 
to  me  then,  and  long  afterward,  it  seemed  a  mat- 
ter of  little  moment. 

We  had  been  sitting.  Lady  de  Bougainville 
and  I,  in  the  summer-house  by  the  lake,  where 
we  still  spent  every  fine  afternoon.  She  had 
two  "crotchets,"  she  called  them,  being  quite 
aware  of  every  weakness  she  had,  and  now  and 
then  half  apologizing  for  some  of  them ;  she 
liked  to  live  like  a  bird  in  the  open  air,  and 
every  day  to  see  the  last  of  the  sun.  He  was 
setting  now,  gorgeously,  as  he  often  does  in  No- 
vember, in  front  of  us,  and  making  a  second  ^ 
sunset  glow  in  the  yellowing  elm-leaves  which 
still  hung  on  the  boughs  of  the  wood  behind. 
For  the  park  round  Brierley  Hall  was  full  of 
magnificent  trees — the  relics  of  the  old  chase — 
and  its  mistress  barricaded  herself  with  them 
against  those  horrible  villas  which  were  rising 
up,  like  red  and  yellow  fungi,  on  every  side.  It 
was  her  weak  point,  that  and  the  new  railway, 
now  crawling  like  a  snake  every  day  nearer  and 
nearer,  till  as  we  sat  here  we  could  hear  the 
navvies  hammering  in  the  cutting  below. 

It  vexed  her — even  in  her  calm  old  age,  it 
vexed  her.  She  saw  no  beauty  in  these  mod- 
ern improvements,  which  were  making  our  pretty 
village  like  a  London  suburb  ;  and  she  hated, 
with  an  almost  amusing  wrath — which  I  rather 
delighted  in,  since  it  brought  her  down  to  the 
level  of  common  mortals — every  new-built  house 
that  lifted  up  its  ugly  head,  chimney-laden,  to 
stare  into  her  green  domain. 

"There  is  another,  I  declare!"  she  cried, 
catching  a  sight  -which  I  had  noticed  days  be-  j 
fore,  but  kept  to  myself.  Now  the  thinned 
trees  discovered  it  all  too  plain.  Look,  Win- 
ifred, your  eyes  are  better  than  mine.  Is  there 
not  building  a  great,  yellow-brick  house,  with  a 
turret  to  it,  which  will  overlook  us  where  we 
sit?  Horrible!  I  never  infringe  on  my  neigh- 
bors' rights,  but  I  must  preserve  my  own.  This 
must  be  seen  to  immediately." 

I  encouraged  her  wrath,  I  fear,  for  it  did  my 
heart  good  to  see  it — to  find  her  so  much  "of 
the  earth  earthy."  Since  these  three  days  she 
had  been  kept  indoors  with  one  of  the  slight 
illnesses  which  sometimes  came  even  to  her 
healthy  old  age,  and  which  she  called,  with  the 
quaint  phraseology  she  often  used,  "her  mes- 
sages from  home." 

So  I  followed  her,  smiling  to  myself,  as  with 
a  firm,  indignant  step  she  walked  home,  fast 
as  any  young  woman,  and  sent  a  message  to 
the  owner,  builder,  foreman,  or  whoever  was  in 
charge  of  the  obnoxious  house,  that  Lady  de 
Bougainville  wished  to  speak  to  him  immedi- 
ately. 

I  smiled  then.  I  smile  now,  with  a  strange, 
half-sad  content,,  to  think  how  little  we  know 
what  is  before  us,  and  upon  what  merest  trifles 
hang  all  the  momentous  things  or  our  lives. 

Immediately,  as  she  had  requested — indeed 
so  soon  that  we  had  hardly  time  to  recover  our 
equilibrium,  since  even  such  a  small  thing  as  ' 


I  this  was  an  event  in  our  quiet  days — appeared 
I  a  gentleman — yes  ;  Bridget,  who  saw  him  wait- 
ing in  the  hall,  was  certain  he  was  a  gentleman 
— who  sent  up  his  card,  saying  he  was  the  archi- 
tect of  the  house  opposite. 

"Mr.  Edward  Donelly !  An  Irish  name," 
said  Lady  de  Bougainville,  shrinking  back  with 
vainly  suppressed  repugnance.  "I  think  I  would 
rather  not  see  him.  I  have  not  seen  a  stranger 
for  so  manv  years.  Winifred,  will  you  speak  to 
him  ?" 

I  might  have  reasoned,  but  had  long  ceased 
to  reason  against  those  dear,  pathetic  "pecul- 
iarities" of  hers — may  others  have  patience  with 
mine  when  I  am  seventy  years  old  !  So,  unhes- 
itatingly— thinking  only  to  save  her  from  any 
annoyance,  and  furious  against  house,  owner, 
'  architect,  any  one  who  should  presume  to  an- 
noy her — her,  before  whom  I  would  have  laid 
myself  down  as  a  mat  for  her  feet  to  walk  over 
— I  marched  into  the  cedar  parlor. 

There  stood  a — yes,  he  was  a  gentleman, 
though  not  an  elderly  one,  as  I  had  expected. 
He  seemed  about  five  or  six  and  twenty,  tall — 
six  feet  and  more — which  gave  him  a  most  un- 
pleasant advantage  over  me,  poor  furious  pigmy 
that  I  was !  A  worse  advantage  was  his  look 
of  exceeding  good-humor,  his  a])parent  uncon- 
sciousness of  having  oflended  me  or  any  body 
else  in  the  world.  Such  a  bright,  honest,  cheer- 
ful foce,  such  a  pleasant  manner !  It  was  irri- 
tating to  the  last  degree. 

"Lady  de  Bougainville,  I  presume?  No — I 
beg  your  pardon,"  and  he  actually  smiled,  the 
wretch !  ' '  She  is,  I  hear,  an  elderly  lad}', 
j  What  does  she  want  with  me  ?  Is  there  any 
thing  —  something  about  this  new  house,  her 
messenger  thought  —  in  which  I  can  oblige 
her  ?" 

"  Only  by  pulling  it  down — every  brick  of  it," 
cried  I,  throwing  down  the  gauntlet  and  rusli- 
ing  into  battle  at  once.  "You  ought  to  do 
this,  for  it  overlooks  her  property,  and  annoys 
her  excessively.  And  nobody  ought  to  annoy 
her,  at  her  age,  and  so  good  as  she  is.  Nobody 
ever  should,  if  I  could  help  it." 

"Are  you  her  daughter,  or  niece?"  said  Mr. 
Donelly,  looking  at  me  in  a  curious  way ;  no 
doubt  my  anger  amused  him  excessively,  but 
he  was  too  polite  to  show  it.  And  then — with- 
out waiting  for  the  answer  to  his  question,  which 
perhaps  he  felt  he  had  no  right  to  put — he  went 
on  to  explain  to  me,  very  quietly  and  courteous- 
ly, that  his  employer,  having  bought  the  ground, 
had  a  perfect  right  to  build  upon  it  any  house  he 
chose,  provided  it  was  not  obnoxious  to  his  neigli- 
bors. 

"Which  is,  indeed,  the  last  thing  he  would 
de?ire  ;  for,  though  only  a  plebeian,  as  you  call 
him — in  fiict  a  retired  tradesman — he  is  a  very 
worthy  fellow,  I  feel  with  him,  for  I  also  am 
a  self-made  man;  my  father  was  a  mechanic." 
Mr.  Donelly  said  this  with  a  composure  that 
quite  startled  me.  "But  I  can  feel,  too,  for 
Lady  de  Bougainville,  who,  I  suppose,  belongs 
'  to  tlie  aristocratic  class,  and  is  well  on  in  years 
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besides.  It  must  be  very  trying  to  her  preju- 
dices—  I  beg  your  pardon,  her  opinions  —  to 
have  to  put  up  with  many  things  of  our  mod- 
ern time,  which  are  nevertheless  quite  inevita- 
ble, as  they  form  part  of  the  necessary  progress 
of  the  world." 

"  Thank  you,"  said  I,  "but  I  did  not  wish  a 
sermon."  Certainly  not  from  a  mechanic's  son, 
I  was  just  on  the  point  of  adding,  with  that  bit- 
ter little  tongue  of  mine  ;  but  when  I  looked  at 
the  young  man,  something  in  his  frank  honesty, 
combined  with  a  way  he  had  of  putting  unpleas- 
ant truths  in  the  least  unpleasant  manner,  and 
of  never  saying  a  rough  word  where  a  smooth 
one  would  do,  disarmed  me.  Ay,  even  though 
lie  was  an  Irishman,  had  an  Irish  accent,  and 
an  Irish  way  with  him,  not  exactly  "blarney," 
but  that  faculty  which  both  French  and  Irish 
have  of  turning  toAvard  you  the  sunshiny  side 
of  the  plum — oiling  the  wheels  of  life  so  as  to 
make  them  run  easily  and  without  grating. 
And  when  the  plum  is  thoroughly  ripe,  and 
the  machinery  sound  and  good,  what  harm  ? 
As  Lady  de  Bougainville  once  said  to  me, 
"You  English  are  very,  very  good;  would  it 
cost  you  much  to  be  a  little  more  what  we 
French  call  agrmhlef 

He  was  decidedly  agreeable,  both  in  the 
French  and  English  sense,  this  Mr.  Donelly ; 
and  before  we  parted  he  made  me  a  promise — 
very  earnestly,  too — that  he  would  use  his  best 
endeavors  with  his  principal  to  avoid  all  annoy- 
ance to  Lady  de  Bougainville. 

When  I  told  her  this  she  shook  her  head. 
"  Was  he  an  Irishman,  my  dear  ?" 

"I  think  so." 

"  Then  trust  him  not,"  and  she  grew  a  shade 
paler,  and  set  her  lips  together  in  their  hardest 
line.  "I  say  nothing  against  Irishwomen — 
look  at  my  Bridget,  for  instance — but  I  believe 
it  to  be  almost  impossible  for  an  Irishman  either 
to  speak  the  truth  or  keep  a  promise." 

Is  that  quite  just?  thought  I,  and  should 
have  said  so — for  I  never  was  afraid  of  speak- 
ing my  mind  to  her  now ;  she  liked  me  all  the 
better  for  it — but  by  this  time  I  had  heard  a 
good  deal,  and  guessed  more,  of  her  history, 
and  knew  from  what  a  bitter  soil  this  rank 
growth  had  sprung ;  so  I  held  my  tongue.  Was 
it  for  me  to  begin  to  lesson  Lady  de  Bougain- 
ville ? 

Only,  with  my  strong  resistance  to  injustice, 
even  though  it  were  hers,  I  took  some  precau- 
tion against  the  fulfillment  of  her  prophecy, 
and  also  against  her  being  troubled  in  any  way 
by  the  intrusive  house.  I  got  my  father  to  go 
and  speak  to  the  owner  himself,  who  was  of 
course  his  parishioner,  about  it.  And  this  re- 
sulted in  more  than  I  intended  ;  for  in  the  great 
dearth  of  educated  and  companionable  men  in 
Brierley,  my  father  and  the  architect,  who  was 
lodging  in  the  village,  struck  up  an  acquaint- 
ance ;  and  one  day  Mr.  Donelly  was  actually 
invited  to  tea,  entirely  without  my  knowledge 
—indeed  I  was  much  annoyed  at  it  at  the  time, 
and  complained  bitterly  to  Lady  de  Bougain- 


ville at  having  to  entertain  a  mere  mechanic's 
son. 

"You  terrible  little  Tory,"  said  she;  "but 
you  will  grow  wiser  in  time.  Is  he  an  honest 
man's  son  ?  For  that  is  the  real  question  al- 
ways :  and  yet  not  always ;  good  fruit  some- 
times springs  from  a  worthless  tree.  Still  it  is 
a  great  mystery,  my  dear,  a  great  mystery," 
continued  she,  fiilling  into  that  tone  of  gentle 
moralizing,  which  was  not  unnatural  at  her  age, 
when  life's  doing  is  all  done,  and  its  placid 
thinking  alone  remains.  But  she  seemed  to 
dislike  both  thinking  and  speaking  of  this  Mr. 
Donelly ;  I  well  knew  why,  and  so  I  ceased  to 
refer  to  him  any  more. 

Of  which,  by-and-by,  I  was  only  too  glad. 
Let  me,  without  either  sentiment  or  egotism, 
get  over  as  fast  as  I  can  the  next  event  in  my 
quiet  life — a  life  which,  looked  back  on  now, 
seems  so  perfect,  that  a  whole  year  was  but  as 
one  long  sunshiny  day. 

Mr.  Donelly  came  to  our  house  very  often, 
and — just  as  I  used  to  come  to  Brierley  Hall — 
on  every  excuse  he  could.  My  father  liked 
him.  So,  in  degree,  did  1.  That  is,  I  thought 
him  very  honest,  kind,  and  intelligent,  and  was 
grateful  to  him  for  taking  such  pains  to  gratify 
and  amuse  my  father.  That  was  all.  As  to 
his  thinking  of  me,  in  any  way  but  the  merest 
civility,  I  never  suspected  it  for  a  moment. 
Otherwise,  I  should  have  kept  out  of  his  way,  and 
thereby  saved  myself  many  a  conscience-smite 
— the  innocent  pangs  that  any  girl  must  feel 
when  she  has  unwittingly  made  a  man  misera- 
ble. One  day,  meeting  me  in  the  soft  August 
twilight,  as  I  was  walking  home  from  the  Hall, 
having  staid  later  than  my  wont — for  she  was 
not  well,  my  dear  old  lady ;  I  was  veiy  sad 
about  her — he  joined  me,  and  told  me  he  was 
summoned  away  that  night,  probably  to  go 
abroad,  on  some  work  he  had  long  been  seek- 
ing, and  would  I  "remember"  him  until  he 
came  back  ?  I  was  so  little  aware  of  his  mean- 
ing that  I  only  laughed  and  said,  "Yes,  that  I 
will,  and  recommend  you  too,  as  the  very  best 
architect  I  know."  And  this  unhappy  speech 
brought  about  what,  he  said,  he  had  not  other- 
wise meant  to  tell  me  until  he  had  a  home  to 
offer  "worthy  of  me'" — that  he  wished  me  to 
share  it. 

I  suppose  men  mostly  say  the  same  things : 
thank  God,  I  never  had  but  one  man's  wooing, 
and  that  was  sad  enough  to  hear ;  because,  of 
course,  as  I  did  not  love  him,  I  could  only  tell 
him  so  ;  and  refuse  him  point-blank,  which  now 
I  fear  was  done  ungently  and  with  some  dis- 
dainful words,  for  I  was  taken  by  surprise. 
Marriage  was  not  much  in  my  plan  of  life  at 
all ;  my  own  home  experience  did  not  incline 
me  in  its  favor ;  while  at  the  Hall,  Bridget  in- 
veighed perpetually  against  the  Avliole  race  of 
men ;  and  her  mistress  kept  on  the  subject  a 
total  silence.  If  I  ever  did  think  of  being  mar- 
ried, it  was  to  some  imaginary  personage  like 
the  preux  chevaliers  of  old.  Though,  I  was 
forced  to  confess,  no  medieval  knight  could 
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have  behaved  himself  more  knightly,  with  more 
true  courtesy,  consideration,  and  respect,  than 
did  this  builder  of  houses,  this  overseer  of  brick- 
layers and  carpenters,  who  perhaps  had  been 
one  of  them  himself  not  so  many  years  ago. 
Ay,  even  when  I  said  my  last  decisive  word, 
looking  firmly  in  his  face,  for  I  wished  him  to 
make  no  possible  mistake.  He  was  excessive- 
ly pale,  but  he  pleaded  no  more,  and  took  his 
pain  with  such  manly  courage  that  I  felt  almost 
sorry  for  him,  and  in  some  roundabout  way 
begged  his  pardon. 

"You  need  not,"  he  answered,  holding  our 
wicket  gate  open  for  me  to  pass  in.  "A  wo- 
man's love  is  quite  free,  but  so  is  a  man's. 
You  are  not  to  blame  for  having  refused  me, 
any  more  than  I  am  for  having  asked  you.  I 
shall  never  ask  you  again,  but  I  shall  love  you 
to  the  day  of  my  death." 

So  we  parted ;  and  I  saw  and  heard  no  more 
of  him.  I  never  told  any  body  what  had  hap- 
pened ;  it  was  only  my  own  affair,  and  it  was 
better  forgotten.  Nor,  after  the  first  week  or 
so,  did  I  think  much  about  it.  except  that  when 
I  was  tired  or  sorrowful,  or  the  troubles  of  life 
came  upon  me,  as  they  did  just  then,  thick  and 


fast — though,  as  they  only  concerned  my  father 
and  me,  and  not  this  history,  I  need  not  specify 
them — Mr.  Donelly's  voice  used  to  come  back 
to  me,  almost  like  a  voice  in  a  dream,  saying  his 
farewell  words,  "  I  shall  love  you  to  the  day  of 
my  death."  And  sometimes,  looking  in  her 
calm  aged  face,  far,  far  beyond  all  youth's 
passions  and  turmoils  and  cares,  I  wondered 
whether  any  body — that  Irish  husband,  for  in- 
stance, who,  Bridget  hinted,  had  made  her  so 
miserable — had  ever  said  the  same  words,  with 
the  same  determination  and  sincerity  of  tone, 
to  Lady  de  Bougainville. 

Those  years,  which  changed  me  from  a  girl 
into  a  woman,  made  in  her  the  change  natural 
at  her  time  of  life.  She  had  none  of  Mrs. 
Thrale's  "three  warnings;"  her  "messages 
froni  home"  came  still,  but  softly,  tenderly,  as 
such  messages  should  come  to  one  whose  life 
was  so  valuable  to  every  body  about  her,  so  in- 
expressibly precious,  as  she  saw,  to  me.  Also, 
my  love  seemed  to  develop  in  her  another  qual- 
ity, which  Bridget  said  had  not  been  shown 
since  she  was  a  girl — wife  and  mother,  but  girl 
still — in  Merrion  Square  ;  that  charming  gaiete. 
de  cceu?',  essentially  French,  which  made  h'er 
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conversation  and  her  company  like  that  of  a 
woman  of  thirty  rather  than  seventy.  And 
when  I  was  with  her  I  often  forgot  entirely  hoAv 
old  she  was,  and  reckoned  on  her  future  and 
my  own  as  if  they  had  been  one  and  the  same. 

For  we  were  now  permanently  settled,  my 
father  being  no  longer  curate,  but  rector  of 
Brierley.  One  of  Lady  de  Bougainville's  old 
acquaintances,  belonging  to  the  Turberville 
family,  an  Honorable  somebody,  who  wrote  her 
sometimes  the  most  cordial  and  even  affection- 
ate letters,  happened  to  be  in  the  Ministry,  and 
the  living  was  a  Crown  living ;  so  we  always 
suspected  her  of  having  some  hand  in  its  dis- 
posal. But  she  never  owned  this,  nor  any  other 
kind  act  that  it  was  possible  to  do  in  secret. 

This  change  made  mine,  as  well  as  my  fa- 
ther's, the  busiest  life  possible.  Nay,  in  our 
large  and  growing  parish,  with  my  youth  and 
his  delicate  health,  we  might  both  have  broken 
down  under  our  work,  save  for  our  neighbor 
at  the  Hall.  Oh,  the  blessing  of  riches,  guided 
by  a  heart  as  warm  as  youth,  and  a  judgment 
wide  and  clear  with  the  wisdom  and  experience 
of  age ! 

"And  are  you  not  happy  in  all  this?"  I 
once  said  to  her.  "Is  it  not  well  to  have  lived 
on  to  such  a  blessed  and  blessing  old  age  ?" 

She  answered,  "Yes." 

She  was  a  little  less  active  noAV  than  she  used 
to  be ;  had  to  give  up  one  by  one,  sometimes 
with  a  slight  touch  of  restlessness  and  regret, 
some  of  her  own  peculiar  pleasures,  such  as  the 
walk  before  breakfast,  and  the  habit  of  doing 
every  thing  for  herself,  not  asking,  nay,  often 
disliking,  either  help  or  the  appearance  of  help, 
from  those  about  her.  But  she  let  me  help  her 
now  a  little.  And  sometimes,  when  I  fetched 
her  her  bonnet  or  fastened  her  shawl,  she  would 
say  to  me,  smiling,  "  My  dear,  I  think  I  am 
something  like  the  Apostle  Peter :  when  I  was 
young,  I  girded  myself  and  walked  whither  I 
would ;  now  I  am  old,  another  girds  me  and 
leads  me  whither  I  would  not.  No,  nobody 
could  do  that;"  and,  half  laughing,  she  drew 
herself  up  erect.  "I  am  afraid  I  shall  have  a 
pretty  strong  will  to  the  last." 

Now  and  then  people  said  to  me — those  who 
saAV  her  at  church,  and  the  poor  folk  Avho  came 
about  the  Hall — that  "  my  Lady"  was  looking 
much  older.  But  I  could  not,  and  I  would  not 
see  it.  Whatever  change  came,  was  so  grad- 
ual, so  beautiful,  like  the  fading  of  that  Vir- 
ginian creeper  which  we  admired  every  autumn 
upon  the  walls  of  her  house,  that  it  seemed  only 
change,  not  decay.  And  every  feebleness  of 
hers  was  as  dear  to  me  as  the  helplessness  of  a 
child  is  to  its  young  mother,  who,  the  more  she 
has  to  do  for  it,  loves  it  the  better. 

Oh,  why  is  it  not  always  thus  ?  Why  can 
not  we  all  so  live  ?  I  think  we  could  if  we 
tried — that  we  may  be  as  much  missed  at  eighty 
as  at  eighteen. 

Though  her  bodily  activity  M'^as  circumscribed, 
Lady  de  Bougainville's  mental  energy  was  as 
keen  as  ever.    She  and  my  father  laid  their 


heads  together  over  all  the  remediable  evils  in 
the  parish,  and  some  which  had  hitherto  been 
thought  irremediable :  one  I  must  name,  for  it 
brought  about  another  event,  which  I  had  good 
need  to  remember. 

One  day  my  father  came  to  the  Hall  in  per- 
fect despair  upon  an  old  grievance  of  his,  the 
want  of  house  accommodation  for  his  poor. 

"What  chance  have  I  ?"  said  he,  half  in  an- 
ger, half  in  grief.  "  How  can  I  take  care  of 
my  people's  souls  Avhen  nobody  looks  after  their 
bodies  ?  What  use  is  it  to  preach  to  them  in 
the  pulpit  and  leave  tracts  at  their  doors,  and 
expect  them  t6  be  clean  and  tidy,  honest  and 
virtuous,  when  they  are  packed  together  like 
herrings  in  a  barrel,  in  dwellings  ill-drained, 
ill-ventilated,  with  the  damp  running  in  streams 
down  the  walls,  and  the  rain  dropping  through 
the  holes  in  the  roof?  For  the  old  houses  go 
unrepaired,  and  the  new-built  ones,  few  as  they 
are,  are  almost  worse  than  the  old.  I  declare 
to  you  I  would  not  put  an  old  horse  or  even  a 
dog  of  mine  into  some  I  have  seen  to-day." 

"  Will  nobody  build  ?"  asked  quietly  Lady 
de  Bougainville. 

"I  have  put  that  question  to  every  land- 
owner in  the  place,  and  they  all  say  '  No ;  it 
would  increase  the  poor-rates.  Besides,  cot- 
tage property  is  sunk  capital;  it  never  pays.' 
Yet  they  go  on  living  in  their  '  elegant  man- 
sions' and  their  '  commodious  villa  residences.' 
Oh  you  rich !  you  rich !  how  you  do  grind  the 
faces  of  the  poor !" 

"Hush,  father,"  I  whispered,  for  in  his  ex- 
citement he  had  quite  forgotten  himself.  But 
Lady  de  Bougainville  only  smiled. 

"  You  are  right,  Mr.  Weston ;  that  is,  right 
in  the  main,  though  there  may  be  something  to 
be  said  on  the  opposite  side — there  usually  is. 
But  I  thank  you  for  speaking  so  plainly ;  tell 
me  a  little  more." 

"  There  is  nothing  to  be  told.  It  is  a  hope- 
less matter.  Oh  that  I  had  an  acre  of  ground, 
or  a  thousand  pounds  in  my  pocket,  that  I 
might  build,  if  only  three  cottages,  where  decent 
working-men  might  live  and  work  !  For  chari- 
ty begins  in  small  things,  and,  to  my  thinking, 
it  generally  begins  at  home." 

Again  she  said,  "  You  are  right,"  and  sat  for 
some  minutes  thinking;  then  called  me.  "  Win- 
ny,  how  much  was  that  money  you  put  into  the 
bank  for  me  yesterday  ? — I  forget :  I  am  afraid  I 
often  do  forget  things  now." 

I  told  her  the  sum,  a  good  large  one,  which 
had  given  her  much  pleasure  at  the  time,  for  it 
was  a  debt  unexpectedly  repaid.  I  had  en- 
treated her  to  spend  it  on  building  a  new  con- 
servatory, for  the  old  one  was  too  far  from  the 
house  in  wintry  weather,  and  she  was  so  fond 
of  her  flowers.  But  she  had  pertinaciously  re- 
fused. "What,  build  at  ray  age,  and  for  my 
own  pleasure  ?  Let  us  think  of  something  else 
to  do.  Opportunity  will  soon  come."  And  it 
did. 

"  Mr.  Weston,  I  thank  you  for  putting  this 
into  my  mind — for  showing  me  what  I  ought  to 
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do.  I  wonder  I  never  thought  of  it  before. 
But,"  and  she  sighed,  "I  have  been  thinking 
too  much  and  doing  too  little  this  many  a  year. 
Well,  one  lives  and  learns  —  lives  and  learns. 
If  you  like,  you  shall  have  that  two-acre  field 
behind  my  stable -yard,  and  Winny  will  pay 
you  that  money ;  s,he  knows  all  about  it ;  so  that 
you  may  build  your  cottages  at  once." 

I  knew  better  than  my  father  how  costly  the 
gift  was,  to  her  who  was  so  tenacious  of  her 
privacy,  who  liked  to  hide  behind  her  park  and 
trees,  keeping  the  whole  world  at  bay :  but  hav- 
ing once  decided,  the  thing  was  over  and  done. 
She  entered  into  the  scheme  with  all  the  ener- 
gy of  her  nature ;  and  wished  to  set  about  it 
immediately,  "for,"  she  said,  "at  my  age  I 
have  no  time  to  lose."  Lengthy  was  the  dis- 
cussion between  her  and  my  delighted  father 
how  best  to  carry  out  their  plans,  doing  most 
good  and  avoiding  most  evil. 

"  Eor  the  greatest  evil  in  this  sort  of  scheme," 
she  said,  "  is  making  it  a  matter  of  charity. 
Remember,  Mr.  Weston,  my  tenants  must  pay 
me  their  rent.  I  shall  exact  it  punctually,  or  I 
shall  turn  them  out.  I  am,  or  I  have  some- 
times been  called,  a  hard  w^oman :  that  is,  T 
help  only  those  who  help  themselves,  or  those 
whom  Providence  forbids  to  help  themselves. 
The  intermediate  class,  who  can  help  themselves 
and  will  not,  the  idle  spendthrift,  the  willing 
borrower,  the  debtor  who  is  as  bad  as  a  thief, 
against  these  I  set  my  face  as  a  flint.  For  them 
expect  of  me  no  mercy  ;  I  have  none." 

As  she  spoke  the  fierce  flash,  so  seldom  seen 
now,  came  again  into  her  eyes.  She  was  much 
agitated  ;  more  so  than  the  matter  in  question 
required,  and  my  father  regarded  her  in  some 
surprise.  Then  he  seemed  all  at  once  to  re- 
member, and  said  gently,  "No,  you  will  not  be 
tried.  There  is  justice  in  what  you  say.  '  He 
that  will  not  work  neither  shall  he  eat,'  for  he 
would  only  take  the  bread  out  of  the  mouths  of 
those  that  do  work.  It  is  God  alone  who  is  so 
perfect  that  He  can  send  His  sun  to  shine  upon 
both  the  evil  and  the  good." 

Lady  de  Bougainville  was  silent ;  but  a  slight 
blush,  so  pretty  in  an  old  lady,  grew  upon  her 
cheek,  and  she  looked  at  my  father  with  that 
tenderness  Avith  which  she  often  regarded  him, 
even  when  doctrinally  she  diff*ered  from  him 
most. 

They  went  on  planning,  and  I  reading ; 
though  my  mind  often  wandered  away,  as  young 
folks'  will.  I  do  not  know  if  the  mention  of 
building  houses  carried  it  away  in  any  particu- 
lar direction,  but  I  was  considerably  startled 
when  I  heard  from  my  father's  lips  a  certain 
name  which  had  been  unuttered  among  us  for 
more  than  two  years. 

"  Winny,  have  you  any  idea  what  has  become 
of  that  young  man — Donnell,  wasn't  his  name  ? 
no,  Donelly — who  built  Mr.  Jones's  house  ?" 

"  No,"  I  said,  feeling  hot  all  over,  and  thank- 
ful it  was  twilight. 

"  Because,  Lady  de  Bougainville,  he  would 
be  the  very  man  to  design  your  cottages.  He 


was  full  of  the  subject.  Sprung  from  the  peo- 
ple, he  knew  all  about  them.  And  he  was  so 
clever,  so  honest,  so  conscientious.  Winny,  do 
try  to  think  how  we  could  get  at  him." 

"He  went  abroad,"  I  said. 

"  But  he  may  be  back  by  this  time,  and 
Jones  might  know  his  address.  In  any  case  I 
should  like  to  hear  of  him  again — such  a  fine 
young  fellow.  And  a  rising,  not  a  risen  man, 
which  you  know  you  would  like  best,  Lady  de 
Bougainville." 

Here  was  a  predicament !  To  explain  the 
whole  truth,  and  hinder  a  young  man's  obtain- 
ing employment  because  he  had  once  dared  to 
make  love  to  me ;  the  thing  was  ridiculous ! 
And  yet  to  have  him  coming  here,  to  meet  him 
again,  as  I  must,  for  I  was  Lady  de  Bougain- 
ville's right  hand  in  every  thing  ;  what  should  1 
do?  While  I  sat  considering,  whether  for  half 
a  minute  or  half  an  hour  I  knew  not,  being  so 
painfully  confused,  the  decision  was  taken  out 
of  my  hands.  Lady  de  Bougainville,  in  her 
quick  mode  of  settling  things — she  never  "let 
grass  grow  under  her  feet" — rang  the  bell. 

"Take  my  card  across  to  Mr.  Jones  and  say 
I  should  be  much  obliged  if  he  woidd  write  on 
it  the  address  of  his  architect,  Mr.  Donelly." 

Well !  it  was  she  who  did  it,  she  and  Fate ; 
I  had  no  hand  in  the  matter,  and  whether  I  was 
glad  or  sorry  for  it  I  did  not  quite  know. 

Nor  did  I  when,  two  days  after.  Lady  de 
Bougainville  told  me  she  had  had  a  letter  from 
him. 

"A  capital,  sensible,  practical  letter;  you  can 
read  it,  my  dear.  And  he  loses  no  time  too, 
which  I  like.  He  says  he  will  be  down  here  in 
an  hour  from  now.  I  suppose  I  must  see  him 
myself — and  yet — " 

She  was  visibly  nervous — had  been  so  all  the 
morning,  Bridget  said  ;  and  no  wonder.  "  My 
lady  has  not  had  a  stranger  in  the  house  for 
twenty — no,  it's  five-and-twenty  years." 

A  stranger  and  an  Irishman  ;  which  latter 
fact  seemed  to  recur  to  Lady  de  Bougainville, 
and  haunt  her  uncomfortably  till  the  minute 
My.  Donelly  was  announced.  Then,  rej)eating 
to  herself,  "This  is  unjust — unjust,"  she  rose 
from  her  chair,  and  taking  my  arm  ("You  will 
come  too, "  she  had  said ;  "  I  dislike  strangers"), 
she  crossed  with  feebler  steps  than  usual  the 
hall,  and  ascended  the  beautiful  staircase  to  the 
tapestry  chamber.  There,  looking  grayer  and 
more  shadowy  than  ever  in  the  dimness  of  the 
rainy  morning,  the  painted  knights  and  ladies 
reined  in  their  faded  steeds,  and  the  spectral 
Columbus  pointed  out  forever,  to  an  equally 
ghostlv  Queen  Isabella,  his  discovery  of  the 
New  World. 

Standing  beneath  it — investigating  it  appar- 
ently with  the  keenness  of  a  young  man  to 
whom  the  whole  world  was  new,  with  every 
thing  in  it  to  win — stood  Edward  Donelly. 

He  was  a  good  deal  altered — oldei',  graver, 
browner:  but  it  was  the  same  face — pleasant, 
honest,  kind.  I  did  not  like  to  look  at  it  much, 
but  merely  bowed — as  he  did  likewise,  without 
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offering  to  shake  hands  with  me — and  then  I 
crept  away  into  the  farthest  window-seat  I  could 
find. 

Thence  I  watched  him  and  Lady  de  Bougain- 
ville as  they  stood  talking  together,  for  they  fell 
into  conversation  almost  immediately.  At  first 
it  was  about  the  tapestry,  which  lie  excessively 
admired,  and  she  took  him  round  to  examine, 
piece  by  piece,  before  she  entered  into  business 
talk  at  all.  Then  they  sat  down  opposite  to 
one  another,  and  launched  into  the  great  cot- 
tage question  at  once. 

She  liked  him,  I  could  sde,  even  though  the 
Irish  accent  seemed  now  and  then  to  make  her 
wince,  and  bring  a  grave,  sad,  absent  look  to 
her  dear  face  ;  until  some  word  of  his,  wise  and 
generous,  honest  and  manly — and  the  subject  in 
hand  called  out  a  good  many  of  the  like — made 
her  turn  back  to  him,  inquisitively,  but  not  un- 
kindly, and  listen  once  more.  He  had  a  good 
deal  to  say,  and  he  said  it  well ;  earnestly  too, 
as  if  his  whole  heart  were  in  it.  His  energy 
and  enthusiasm  seemed  not  to  displease  her, 
but  rather  to  arouse  in  her  a  certain  sympathy, 
reminding  her  of  something  which  had  once 
been  in  herself,  but  was  no  longer. 

They  talked,  I  think,  for  nearly  two  hours ; 
by  that  time  the  matter  was  quite  settled ;  and 
he  departed. 

"Yes,  I  like  him,"  she  said,  when  he  was 
gone;  and  he  lingered  not  a  minute  after  their 
business  talk  was  ended.  "  Your  father  was 
right ;  I  will  trust  Mr.  Donelly,  though  he  is  an 
Irishman." 

So  he  came,  all  that  spring,  whenever  sent 
for,  and  oftener  when  necessary,  to  Brierley 
Hall.  Never  to  Brierley  llectory.  My  father's 
cordially  given  invitations  were  as  cordially  but 
invariably  declined.  When  he  and  I  chanced 
to  meet,  his  manner  was  distant,  courteous,  yet 
so  self-possessed  that  I  began  to  doubt  whether 
he  had  not  forgotten  all  about  that  painful  lit- 
tle episode,  and  whether  it  was  necessary  for 
me  to  keep  so  carefully  out  of  his  way.  He 
seemed  to  be  absorbingly  full  of  his  work — per- 
haps also  he  Avas  married.  Should  I  have  been 
glad  to  hear  he  was  married  ?  I  dare  not  tell. 
Nay,  had  she,  who  was  my  visible  conscience, 
and  before  Avliom  I  often  now  felt  a  sad  hypo- 
crite— had  Lady  de  Bougainville  herself  asked 
me  the  question,  I  could  not  have  told. 

But  she  asked  me  no  questions  at  all ;  ap- 
parently never  thought  about  me,  being  so  en- 
grossed in  her  cottages.  They  grew  day  by 
day  under  our  eyes,  as  fast  as  a  child  or  an^ 
other  living  thing,  and  she  took  as  much  pleas- 
ure in  them.  For  they  were,  as  she  sometimes 
said,  not  dull  dead  bricks  and  mortar,  but  tan- 
gible blessings,  and  would  be  so  to  many  after 
she  was  gone.  To  make  them  such,  she  en- 
tered, in  concert  with  Mr.  Donelly,  into  the 
dryest  details — saw  that  windows  would  open 
and  doors  shut — that  walls  were  solid  and  roofs 
substantial  —  that  the  poor  man  should  have, 
according  to  his  needs,  as  many  comforts  as 
the  rich. 


"I  don't  expect  to  gain  much  by  my  invest- 
ment," she  said  to  her  architect  one  day,  "but 
I  hope  not  to  lose.  For  I  mean,  as  you  say, 
to  do  nothing  for  mere  charity.  The  honest, 
steady,  deserving,  who  pay  me  their  rent  regu- 
larly, shall  be  made  as  happy  as  I  can  make 
them  :  the  drunken,  idle,  and  reckless  may  go. 
Mercy  to  them  is  injustice  to  the  rest." 

"I  know  that,"  he  answered,  "And  yet,'' 
turning  to  her  as  she  stood,  and  looking  right 
in  her  face  with  his  honest  eyes,  "  if  things 
came  to  the  worst,  in  you,  of  all  others,  I  think 
would  be  found  that  charity  Avhich  'suffereth 
long,  and  is  kind.' 

They  often  talked  on  this  wise,  on  other  than 
mere  business  topics ;  and  I  stood  listening ; 
quite  apart,  perhaps  even  a  little  jealous,  yet 
not  altogether  miserable.  One  likes  to  feel 
that  a  man  who  has  once  cared  for  one  is  not, 
at  any  rate,  a  man  to  be  ashamed  of. 

It  was  on  this  day,  if  I  remember  right — 
when  they  had  talked  until  he  had  missed  his 
train — that  Lady  de  Bougainville  first  invited 
Mr.  Donelly  to  lunch.  What  made  her  do  it 
I  can  not  guess,  for  it  was  twenty  years  and 
more  since  any  guest,  save  myself,  had  taken  a 
meal  at  her  table.  He  accepted,  though  with 
hesitation  ;  and  we  found  ourselves  sitting  all 
three  in  the  cedar  parlor,  and  doing  our  best 
to  talk  unconstrainedly.  She,  most ;  though  I 
saw  by  her  face — the  expression  of  which  I 
knew  so  well — that  every  word  was  painful  to 
her,  and  that  she  would  have  rescinded  the  in- 
vitation if  she  could. 

Nevertheless,  when  lunch  was  announced, 
she,  with  a  smile  of  half  apology  to  me,  took 
the  arm  of  her  guest,  and  proceeded  to  the 
dining-room. 

I  like  to  remember  these  little  things,  and 
how  I  followed  those  two  as  they  walked  slow- 
ly across  the  hall  between  the  green  scagliola 
pillars.  A  goodly  pair  they  were — for  she  was, 
proportionately,  almost  as  tall  as  he,  and  as 
upright.  They  might  have  been  mother  and 
son,  or  grandmother  and  grandson  ;  had  her 
elder  children  lived,  she  would  probably  have 
had  a  grandson  just  his  age.  I  wondered,  did 
she  think  of  this  ?  Or,  when  she  took  the  head 
of  her  long  table — with  him  and  me  on  either 
side,  for  the  seat  at  the  foot  was  never  filled — 
did  she  recall  the  days  when  the  empty  board 
was  full,  the  great  silent  room  noisy  with  laugh- 
ter? But  whatever  she  felt,  she  showed  no- 
thing. I  can  see  her. this  minute,  sitting  grave 
and  sweet  in  her  place — which  it  had  pleased 
Heaven  she  should  occupy  so  long — leaning- 
over  from  one  to  the  other  of  us  two,  so  late- 
ly strangers,  and  talking — as  she  might  have 
leaned  and  talked  to  us  out  of  the  other  world, 
to  which  it  often  seemed  as  if  she  already  half 
belonged. 

Mr.  Donelly  had  the  most  of  her  talk,  of 
course ;  and  it  ranged  over  all  subjects — ex- 
cept "  shop" — which  for  the  nonce  she  delicate- 
ly ignored.  Close  as  they  were  to  her  heart, 
she  never  once  referred  to  her  cottages.  Her 
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conversation  with  him  was  simply  that  of  a 
lady  with  a  gentleman,  who,  however  differing 
from  her  in  opinion — and  he  held  amazingly 
fast  to  his  own — was  a  gentleman,  and  shoiild 
be  treated  as  such.  And  he  treated  her — well, 
I  doubt  if  any  of  the  old  De  Bougainvilles  could 
have  shown  more  chivalric  deference,  more  ten- 
der respect,  than  Mr.  Donelly  always  paid  to 
my  dear  old  lady. 

But  they  fought  a  good  deal,  these  two  can- 
did people  ;  and  at  last,  in  their  lively  battles, 
they  got  upon  a  topic  which  half  frightened  me. 
It  was  about  Mr.  Jones,  the  retired  trades- 
man, from  whom,  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
obnoxious  villa  residences,  Lady  de  Bougain- 
ville seemed  most  to  shrink. 

"Nor  do  I  wonder  at  it,"  said  Mr.  Donelly. 
"  He  is  a  rough,  coarse,  illiterate  man,  Avho 
tries  to  hide  his  deficiencies  under  great  show 
of  wealth.  But  he  is  an  honest-meaning  man 
for  all  that,  and  carefully  gives  to  his  children 
the  advantages  he  misses  in  himself.  The  girls 
are  well-educated  ;  the  boys  will  all  be  sent  to 
college.  A  generation  hence  the  Joneses  may 
be  a  notable  family ;  they  will  certainly  be  an 
accomplished  and  refined  one." 

"Do  you  think  so?" 

"I  think  it  because  I  feel  it.    You  will  see." 

"  I  shall  not  see,"  said  Lady  de  Bougainville, 
gently;  "but  I  am  glad  to  believe  it.  In  my 
old  age  I  believe  many  things  which  I  doubted 
when  I  was  young.  And  I  will  believe  this," 
with  one  of  her  slight  bends  of  old-fashioned 
compliment,  "just  because  Mr.  Donelly  says  it." 

The  pretty  civility  was  lost  upon  him.  Alas  ! 
he  w^as  too  much  in  earnest. 

"  Do  not  mistake  me.  Lady  de  Bougainville. 
Do  not  suppose  I  undervalue  birth  or  breeding. 
To  be  well-born  and  gently  nurtured  must  be" 
— here  he  sighed — "one  of  the  greatest  bless- 
ings that  can  happen  to  a  man.  But  it  is  only 
a  chance  blessing ;  and  he  to  whose  lot  it  does 
not  fall  must  learn  to  do  without  it.  I  think 
he  can.  Perhaps — or,  at  least,  I  used  to  dream 
so  when  a  boy — perhaps  the  next  best  thing  to 
being  the  descendant  of  an  ancient  and  honora- 
ble family  is  to  be  the  founder  of  one." 

"A  better  thing,  it  seems  to  me,"  said  Lady 
de  Bougainville. 

We  had  risen  from  table,  and  were  standing 
in  the  doorway.  He,  as  he  spoke,  had  drawn 
himself  up  to  every  inch  of  his  excellent  height, 
throwing  his  shoulders  back— a  trick  he  had— 
and  looking  out  half  sadly,  yet  quite  fearlessly, 
as  if  right  into  the  unknown  future,  with  those 
clear  good  eyes  of  his.  She  paused  a  minute, 
met  them,  and  then  for  the  first  time  (they  had 
hitherto  only  bowed,  French  fashion)  she  ex- 
tended to  him  her  hand.  It  was  taken — rev- 
erently, gratefully,  almost  tenderly;  and  they 
again  passed  on  before  me  arm  in  arm  down 
the  long  hall. 

As  they  went  I  overheard — I  hardly  know 
how,  for  it  was  evidently  not  meant  for  me  to 
hear,  only  I  was  so  painfully  alive  to  all  their 
words — the  following  conversation. 


She  said  to  him — apologizing  slightly  for  the 
curiosity  which  an  old  lady  may  show,  not  un- 
gracefully, in  a  young  man's  afiairs — "  You 
speak  of  founding  a  family :  are  you  married  ?'' 

"No." 

"But,  perhaps,  you  expect  to  be?" 

"  I  do  not."  He  hesitated  a  little,  then  add- 
ed :  "  Since  the  matter  concerns  no  one  but  mv- 
self,  I  will  be  candid  with  you.  I  once  asked 
a  lady,  and  she  refused  me.  I  shall  never  ask 
again.  My  profession  must  be  to  me  in  the 
stead  of  a  wife." 

"  That  is  a  pity.  The  lady  has  had  a  loss ; 
you  would  have  made  a  good  husband." 

"Thank  you." 

They  said  no  more,  and  she  respected  his 
confidence ;  for  in  discussing  him  afterward 
with  me,  freely  as  was  her  habit,  this  was  the 
only  part  of  Mr.  Donelly's  conversation  which 
she  omitted  to  speak  of.  But  she  spoke  very 
kindly  of  him  ;  and  next  time  he  came  her 
manner  was  sweet  and  gracious  as  it  had  nev- 
er been  before;  "Because,"  she  said,  "young 
as  he  is,  I  respect  him.  He  has  taught  me  an- 
other of  my  lessons.  Child,  as  I  once  told 
you,  I  think  we  have  never  done  learning." 

Was  I  learning,  too  ?  I  know  not.  I  seemed 
to  live  week  after  week  in  a  curious  sort  of 
dream — sometimes  happy,  sometimes  unhappy 
— in  Avhicli  I  was  always  expecting  or  dreading 
'something,  and  not  knowing  one  day  what 
might  happen  the  next. 

At  last  something  did  happen,  though  I  was 
ignorant  of  it  at  the  time. 

Mr.  Donelly  was  again  invited  to  lunch  and 
spend  the  day — indeed,  I  had  to  write  the  note 
of  invitation.  Lady  de  Bougainville  just  signing 
it,  as  was  her  way  with  much  of  her  corre- 
spondence now.  For  the  first  time  he  failed 
in  an  appointment,  but  next  day  sent  her  a  let- 
ter, a  rather  long  letter,  which,  instead  of  show- 
ing to  me,^she  put  in  her  pocket,  saying  she 
would  tell  me  about  it  another  time.  That 
time  never  arrived,  though  I  remained  with  her 
till  evening. 

All  day  she  was  distrait  and  anxious-look- 
ing, falling  into  her  old  moods  of  absence  and 
silence.  Nay,  the  slight  "peculiarities" — lit- 
tle restlessnesses,  obstinacies,  and  irritabilities — 
which  she  had  had  when  first  I  knew  her,  and 
which  had  since  been  smothered  down  into  the 
exceeding  serenity  of  her  lovely  old  age,  re- 
vived again.  That  new,  vivid  interest  of  her 
life — her  pet  cottages,  seemed  almost  forgot- 
'ten,  and  she  kept  dwelling  continually  upon 
things  long  gone  by. 

It  was  that  day  she  told  me,  for  the  first 
time,  the  story  of  her  seven  years'  secret,  and 
how  much  the  keeping  of  it  had  cost  her. 

"Not  that  I  regret  any  thing,  my  dear,  or 
doubt  that  I  was  right  in  keeping  it.  But  even 
a  righteous  secret  is  a  heavy  burden,  and  I  am 
sorry  for  all  who  have  to  bear  it." 

She  looked  at  me  and  looked  away,  then  re- 
ferred to  herself  again,  and  began  speaking  of 
her  early  poverty,  and  of  other  portions  of  her 
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life  at  Ditchley,  after  a  fashion  that  she  had 
never  done  before,  half  accounting  for  this  by 
saying  that  I  was  not  a  child  now,  and  that  she 
liked  to  talk  of  the  past  to  me,  if  I  did  not 
mind. 

"I  had  no  youth  myself,  you  know,  I  mar- 
ried so  early.  Early  marriages  are  not  always 
safe  things  ;  nay,  as  Bridget  would  tell  you — a 
thorough  misogamist  is  poor  Bridget ! — all  mar- 
riages are  a  great  risk.  My  wonder  is,  not 
that  they  are  sometimes  unhappy,  but  that  they 
are  ever  happy  at  all.  I  .should  counsel  no 
young  girl  to  ci)ange  her  state  unless  she  thor- 
oughly knows,  and  deeply  loves,  the  man  she 
marries  ;  and" — patting  my  cheek — "  I  should 
be  so  sorry  to  see  any  trouble  come  to  my  little 
Winifred,  that  I  am  glad  she  cares  for  no  man, 
and  will  not  marry  just  yet,  perhaps  never  at  all." 

"  Never  at  all !"  I  cried,  with  the  utmost  sin- 
cerity, believing  I  could  love  no  man  alive  as  I 
loved  her  who  bent  over  me.  Her  dear  old  face 
grew  peaceful  again  and  tender,  with  the  ten- 
derness that  only  strong  natures  know.  She 
smiled,  and  went  on  talking  in  a  desultory  way  ; 
chiefly  about  herself,  betraying  rather  than  con- 
fessing how  bright  her  girlish  dreams  had  been, 
and  how  they  had  melted  away  like  morning 
clouds ;  and  she  had  to  take  up  the  fragments 
of  her  broken  life,  and  carry  it  on  through  rain 
and  storm,  heat  and  frost,  till  she  came,  a  lone- 
ly old  woman,  to  the  evening  gray. 

"No,  not  gray,"  I  said,  "but  a  rosy  sun- 
set, like  that  one" — and  I  pointed  westward, 
whence,  through  all  the  six  windows  of  the 
tapestry  chamber,  streamed  a  flood  of  yellow 
light,  in  which  the  dim  figures  looked  almost 
alive.  "  You  are  like  Columbus,  sailing  to- 
ward the  sunset,  and  seeing  it  before  you — oh, 
so  bright !" 

"Yes,  and  when  he  had  sailed  far,  far  west 
— do  you  remember? — and  he  and  his  crew 
were  almost  exhausted,  they  perceived,  a  long 
way  ofl",  across  the  sea,  the  scent  of  the  yet  in- 
visible spice-grounds.  And  they  took  courage, 
for  they  knew  they  were  not  far  from  land." 

She  spoke  half  to  herself,  with  that  wistful 
look,  not  of  this  world  at  all,  in  her  eyes. 
Frightened,  I  clung  to  her,  and  begged  her 
"  not  to  talk  like  that,  for  I  almost  saw  her 
wings  growing."  And  for  days  after  then,  in 
the  anxiety  of  watching  her — for  something  had 
vexed  her,  Bridget  said,  and  brought  on  one  of 
her  brief  attacks  of  illness — I  forgot  all  about 
Mr.  Donelly  and  the  letter. 

Nor  for  some  weeks  did  any  thing  revive  the 
subject.  He  came  but  little  to  the  Hall,  and 
never  when  I  was  there ;  though,  as  I  discov- 
ered accidentally,  he  and  Lady  de  Bougainville 
met  frequently  at  the  now  nearly-finished  cot- 
tages, and  were  the  best  friends  in  the  world. 
"  I  never  thought  my  Lady  would  have  taken 
so  to  any  young  man,"  commented  Bridget, 
"  and  he  an  Irishman  too.  Well,  wonders  will 
never  cease  !"  But  as  my  dear  old  lady  never 
said  a  word  to  me  about  him,  of  course  I  held 
my  tongue. 


Gradually  a  queer  sort  of  jealousy  came  over 
me.  Jealousy  of  whom,  or  why  ?  I  could  not 
clearly  tell — only  it  made  me  thoroughly  mis- 
erable. Something,  or  some  one,  seemed  to 
have  come  between  me  and  her,  whom  I  had 
been  used  to  engross  entirely,  and  I  could  not 
bear  it.  I  never  complained,  being  too  proud 
for  that;  but  all  the  brightness  seemed  taken 
out  of  my  life.  I  moped  about ;  even  my  fa- 
ther noticed  how  ill  I  was  looking  ;  and  then  I 
tried  an  unnatural  cheerfulness.  For  I  felt  not 
only  ill  but  wicked,  hating  every  body  about 
me,  and  most  of  all  myself.  And  I  suflered — 
oh,  how  we  do  sufl'er  -yvhen  we  are  young ! 

Did  Lady  de  Bougainville  notice  it?  or  did 
she,  in  her  calm  old  age,  think  nothing  of  it, 
concluding  my  troubles  would  soon  pass  away  ? 
Hers  were  all  over  now.  At  times  I  fancied  so, 
and  almost  envied  her,  and  those  whose  life  is 
completed,  whose  story  is  told — for  whom  no 
more  sorrow  is  possible  any  more. 

"No,"  she  said,  one  day,  when  I  had  crept 
to  her  foot-stool  and  laid  her  hand  on  my  hot 
head,  "it  is  quite  true;  nothing  does  grieve 
me  now — not  very  much.  In  old  age  one  sees 
farther  and  clearer  than  younger  people  do.  It 
is  like  living  on  a  hill-top,  from  whence  the  ups 
and  downs  of  life  appear  in  their  just  propor- 
tions, and  every  way  one  looks  one  beholds,  as 
it  were,  'the  crooked  straight,  and  the  rough 
places  plain.' " 

A  good  deal  more  she  said  to  the  same  ef- 
fect, which  made  me  weep  a  little,  but  not  so 
as  to  trouble  her.  And  we  sat  a  long  time  to- 
gether, feeling  nearer  than  we  had  done  for 
some  time,  when  our  talk  was  broken  in  upon 
by  a  sudden  visitor — Mr.  Donelly. 

Evidently  Lady  de  Bougainville  had  not  ex- 
pected him,  for  she  started  almost  as  much  as 
he  did  at  the  sight  of  her  and  me  together ;  and 
both — nay,  we  all  three — looked  extremely  un- 
comfortable. 

He  apologized  hurriedly  for  his  intrusion, 
saying  it  was  inevitable.  "I  have  got  that 
work  abroad  I  told  you  of,  and  ought  to  be  off 
to  India  in  four  days,  if  you  will  allow  me  to 
transfer  to  a  friend  the  completion  of  your  cot- 
tages. They  are  nearly  done  now.  It  is  a  se- 
rious matter  this  engagement ;  it  would  last  ten 
years.    Will  you  set  me  free  to  accept  it  ?" 

"  Certainly,"  she  replied.  "  Come  with  me 
into  the  cedar  parlor,  and  explain  all." 

The  explanation  took  very  long,  or  it  seemed 
so.  I  scarcely  stirred  from  my  seat,  I  remem- 
ber, but  stupidly  watched  the  light  fade,  and 
the  merry  spring-birds  drop  into  silence — until 
Lady  de  Bougainville  came  back  and  told  me 
he  was  gone ;  and  I  recognized  that,  in  all  hu- 
man probability,  I  should  never  see  him  again 
in  this  world.  Never !  since  he  had  only  left  a 
formal  message  of  farewell  to  my  father  and  to 
me.  Lady  de  Bougainville  delivered  it,  and 
then  sat  down,  silent  and  sorry. 

"Yes,  I  am  sorry  he  is  gone,"  she  owned. 
"I  like  him.  Latterly,  I  have  taken  great 
pains  to  make  friends  with  him,  so  as  to 
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know  him  well,  and  I  like  him.  He  has  the 
true,  warm  Irish  heart,  and  a  conscience  be- 
!?ides ;  the  winning  Irish  pleasantness,  and  sin- 
cerity underneath  it.  I  tested  him,  and  he  has 
not  disappointed  me.  Nay,  he  has  taught  me 
a  lesson  which,  old  as  I  am,  I  had  need  to 
learn." 

What  it  was  I  did  not  ask ;  it  was,  indeed, 
impossible  to  speak,  for  I  began  crying.  She 
drew  my  head  against  her  shoulder.  "Poor 
little  girl!" — then  breathed,  rather  than  whis- 
pered, in  my  ear,  "You  need'tell  me  nothing. 
He  told  me  all!" 

"  Did  he  ?  How  dared  he  ?"  I  cried,  in  hot 
indignation  ;  for  I  was  not  myself,  and  knew 
not  how  I  felt  or  what  I  was  doing.  "  He  has 
told  you,  and  you  think — " 

"I  think  my  little  girl  did  exactly  what  was 
right,  and  so  does  he.  How  could  he  expect 
my  Winifred  to  drop  into  a  man's  mouth  all  in 
a  minute,  like  a  ripe  peach  from  a  wall  ?  He 
was  a  very  foolish  fellow,  and  I  told  him  so. " 

I  Avas  silent. 

"But  I  also  think,"  she  continued,  gently, 
"  that  he  is  a  very  good  fellow,  generous  and 
faithful,  honest  and  true.  I  have  found  out  all 
about  him,  from  his  birth  upward,  and  found 
out  nothing  ill.  If  you  really  knew  him,  pos- 
sibly you  might  love  him :  I  don't  say  you 
v/ould,  but  you  might ;  for  he  is  a  man  you 
could  trust — which  is  the  beginning  and  end  of 
all  real  love." 

She  sighed,  and  tried  to  look  into  my  face, 
but  I  hid  it  carefully. 

"  What  is  your  objection  against  him?  His 
being  a  working-man's  son  ?'' 

"No,  that  would  not  matter,"  said  I,  with  an 
earnestness  that  surprised  myself.  But  I  had 
grown  wiser  since  I  had  left  my  teens  behind. 

"You  are  right,  Winny :  his  birth  could  not 
matter,  and  ought  not,  of  itself;  for  he  is  thor- 
oughly well  educated  and  refined.  Tliough,  I 
own,  having  not  quite  got  over  my  class-preju- 
dices, it  might  matter  if  he  had  a  tribe  of  un- 
pleasant relations  belonging  to  him.  But  he 
has  none.  He  is  quite  alone  in  the  world — 
too  much  alone  for  such  a  warm  heart.  And 
he  has  set  it  irretrievably  upon  a  certain  little 
girl  I  know.  I  will  not  urge  you,  Winifred  : 
love  must  come  freely,  or  it  is  worthless ;  and 
if  you  do  not  love  him,  let  him  go.  He  will 
bear  it  somehow  ;  busy  men  seldom  break  their 
hearts.  Only,  if  he  does  not  marry  you,  I 
think  he  will  never  marry  any  bodv." 

She  ceased.  The  gentle,  slow  speech — the 
soft,  cold  touch  of  the  little  hand,  what  a  con- 
trast to  the  whirl  that  was  going  on  in  my  poor 
heart  and  head,  making  me  feel  as  if  the  room 
were  turning  round  and  round ! 

"  Do  I  wound  or  vex  you,  my  dear,  by  speak- 
ing of  this?  Forgive  me  :  it  was  only  because 
you  have  no  mother  to  speak  to ;  a  mother, 
when  she  can  be  trusted,  is  the  best  friend 
always.  I  remember,  my  own  daughter" — 
she  stopped  suddenly  :  a  sort  of  convulsion 
passed  over  her  face,  as  if,  even  now,  the  re- 


membrance was  too  bitter  to  bear.  "  I  had 
rather  not  tell  you  of  that.  My  daughter  is 
long  since  with  God." 

Yet  no  mother  could  be  more  tender,  more 
sympathizing  than  she  was  with  me,  another 
woman's  child,  with  not  the  slightest  claim  upon 
her — of  blood,  at  least ;  as,  putting  aside  en- 
tirely her  own  past,  she  tried  to  help  me  to  un- 
ravel my  passionate,  troubled  present.  For 
even  then  I  hardly  knew  my  own  heart — was 
cruelly  uncertain  as  to  what  I  had  best  do,  or 
what  I  wished  to  do,  except  to  do  right.  One 
thing  only  I  was  clear  about — mV  intense  anxie- 
ty never  to  be  parted  from  her. 

"But  you  must  be  parted  some  time,"  said 
she,  softly ;  "  and  before  I  go,  it  would  be  a 
comfort  to  me  to  give  my  little  girl  into  safe- 
keeping— to  some  one  who  will  take  care  of 
her,  without  tyrannizing  over  her ;  who  is  a 
gentle  and  good  man,  without  being  a  weak 
man.  Child !  if  you  knew  what  it  is  to  have 
the  mere  sham  of  a  husband — the  mockery  of  a 
protector,  against  whom  one  has  to  protect  one's 
self,  and  more  than  one's  self;  above  all,  the 
misery  of  bearing  and  bringing  up  children,  in 
whom  one's  utmost  terror  is  to  see  any  likeness 
to  their  father !  Yet" — here  she  broke  off  in  an 
altogether  changed  tone — "yet,  my  dear,  many 
women  have  borne  this.  I  have  seen  several 
instances  of  it  in  my  long  life,  and  I  should  like 
to  be  quite  certain  before  I  die  that  no  such  lot 
will  befall  my  little  Winifred — as  it  never  will 
if  she  marries  Edward  Donelly." 

And  then  she  said  a  good  deal  more  for  him 
(I  find  myself  always  writing  "him"  and  "her," 
as  if  they  were  the  only  two  people  in  the  world). 
All  her  words  were  true,  and  I  knew  it. 

"  Suppose,"  she  whispered,  at  last,  in  the 
playful  manner  which  sat  so  ])rettily  u])on  her, 
"  that,  instead  of  an  old  woman  making  love  to 
you  by  proxy  in  this  fashion,  the  young  man 
were  to  come  back  and  do  it  himself?" 

"He  can  not,"  I  said,  half  amused  and  yet 
dolefully;  "it  is  quite  too  late.  He  ha^  gone 
away  forever." 

"Not — not  exactly," and  her  smile  broadened 
into  actual  mischievousness.  "  I  told  him  to 
take  a  good  hour's  walk  across  country,  and 
come  here  again  after  I  had  sent  you  away, 
you  obnoxious  little  person,  whom  he  has  been 
so  afraid  of  offending  that  I  have  seen  not  half 
enough  of  him,  to  have  a  quiet  cup  of  tea  and  a 
farewell  chat  with  an  old  lady  whom  I  think  he 
is  rather  fond  of,  and  who  is  never  likely  to  see 
him  again  in  this  world.    Hark  !" — 

For  we  heard  a  step  on  the  gravel  below — a 
step  which  could  be  only  a  man's,  and  a  young 
man's — firm  and  strong  like  himself,  and  yet  a 
little  uncertain  too.  I  don't  know  how  or  why, 
but  every  footfall  went  into  my  heart. 

"  Shall  I  tell  him  to  go  away  ?  or  shall  I  send 
him  in  here  ?  Choose.  Just  one  word,  my  lit- 
tle Winny !    Yes,  or  No  ?" 

I  did  not  say  either,  but  I  clung  to  her,  sob- 
bing. She  kissed  and  blessed  me,  not  very  far 
from  sobbing  herself,  and  went  away. 
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That  evening  two  young  people  instead  of 
one  took  tea  with  Lady  de  Bougainville ;  but 
I  can  not  be  expected  to  remember  much  that 
passed  at  that  memorable  meal.  I  am  afraid 
the  conversation  was  very  desultory,  and  not  in 
the  least  improving.  I  can  only  recall  the  image 
of  her  who  sat  there  at  the  head  of  her  dining- 
table,  for  she  made  it  a  composite  repast — a 
"hungry"  tea — out  of  compliment  to  a  gentle- 
man who  could  not  be  supposed  to  live  entirely 
upon  love.  She  sat  in  her  pretty  old  lady's 
dress — black  silk  and  pure  white  cambric,  and 
with  her  sweet  old  lady's  face  beaming  down 
upon  us,  with  the  happy  look  that  people  wear 
who  have  helped  to  create  happiness  long  after 
their  own  has  slipped  away. 

My  Ned — we  agreed  between  us  that  I  should- 
call  him  Ned  instead  of  Edward,  which  name 
seemed  to  grate  upon  ears  that  we  Avould  not 
have  wounded  for  the  world — my  Ned  was,  as 
Lady  de  Bougainville  well  knew,  the  most  ac- 
ceptable son-in-law  my  father  could  have  found  ; 
especially  as,  not  to  part  me  from  the  two  dear 
ones  who  said  they  could  not  possibly  do  with- 
G»at  me,  we  agreed,  for  the  first  year  or  two,  to 
come  and  live  at  the  Rectory.  Not  without  a 
struggle,  I  think,  on  Ned's  part,  and  the  uncom- 
fortable feeling  of  a  man  who  comes  and  hangs 
up  his  hat  in  his  wife's  father's  house ;  but  still 
my  father  was  such  an  exceptional  person,  that 
it  was  not  really  a  humiliation  or  vexation  ;  and 
Edward  Donelly  was  too  honest  a  man  to  care 
for  the  mere  appearance  of  things.  He  says, 
if  he  ever  adopts  a  crest  or  a  motto,  it  shall  be 
this:  "Never  mind  the  outside." 

Of  course  he  did  not  go  to  India.  Putting 
aside  all  other  considerations,  there  happened 
to  be  a  little  girl  at  hand  wiio  would  rather 
have  been  a  poor  man's  wife  all  her  days  than 
allowed  him  to  risk  health,  life,  and  every  thing 
that  makes  life  dear  and  valuable,  in  the  strug- 
gle after  fortune  that  he  would  have  had  out 
there.  He  declined  the  appointment,  and  has 
never  regretted  doing  so. 

Our  courtship-days  were  not  long;  and  we 
spent  a  good  many  of  them  at  Brierley  Hall, 
often  close  beside  its  dear  mistress.  She  said 
she  did  not  mind  our  love-making;  indeed, 
rather  enjoyed  it,  as  all  the  time  she  had  two 
people  making  love  to  herself!  For  indeed 
Ned  did  it,  in  his  chivalric  way,  quite  as  much 
as  I. 

He  used  to  come  to  Brierley  every  Saturday 
and  stay  till  Monday,  the  only  time  he  could 
spare  from  his  active,  busy  life.  Oh  those  heav- 
enly Sundays !  a  peaceful,  church-going  morn- 
ing, a  long  afternoon  strolling  about  under  the 
cool  green  shadow  of  the  trees,  or  sitting  in  the 
summer-house  by  the  lake ;  whence  we  used  to 
catch  peeps  of  the  house  he  had  built,  which  he 
declared  was  the  best  bit  of  architecture  he  ever 
planned  in  his  life !  Above  all,  those  still  twi- 
lights in  the  tapestry  room ;  for  we  never  left 
her  alone  of  evenings,  but  sat  with  her  and  list- 
ened to  her  talk — charming  as  ever,  fresh  and 
youthful  and  bright.    She  was  more  clever  and 


amusing  by  far  thai»  I,  and  Ned  once  actually 
acknowledged  this. 

Soon — sooner  than  I  liked ;  but  she  insisted 
upon  it,  saying  she  wished  to  see  it  with  her 
own  eyes — came  our  quiet,  simple  wedding,  at 
Avhich  the  only  festivities  were  a  dinner  to  my 
poor  people  and  a  tea-party  to  my  school-chil- 
dren in  the  grounds  of  the  Hall.  My  father 
married  us;  and,  seeing  that  it  is  not  defined 
in  the  Prayer-book  whether  a  man  or  a  woman 
should  give  the  bride  away.  Lady  de  Bougain- 
ville undertook  that  office  herself.  I  see  her 
now,  in  her  long,  sweeping  dress  of  gray  silk — 
worn  for  the  first  and  only  time — her  black  vel- 
vet cloak,  and  close  white  crape  bonnet,  under 
which  the  fiided  face  looked  beautiful  still.  And 
I  feel  the  touch  of  the  soft,  aged  hand  that  put 
mine  into  the  youn?  and  strong  one,  which  will 
hold  it  safe  through  life.  Afterward,  as  my 
husband  and  I  Avalked  down  the  church  to- 
gether, I  noticed — and  wondered  if  she  did  too 
— the  sun  shining  on  the  white  tablet  over  the 
Brierley  Hall  pew,  where,  after  the  long  list  of 
names,  came  the  brief  line,,  "They  all  rest 
here!" 

All — all!  Every  one  of  her  own  flesh  and 
blood,  upon  whom  she  had  built  her  hope  and 
joy.  Yet  she  had  lived  on,  and  God  had  given 
her  rest  too — rest  and  peace,  even  in  this  world. 
Ay,  and  blessedness,  poor  childless  mother,  in 
blessing  other  people's  children. 

It  was  her  earnest  wish  that  she  might  live  to 
hold  on  her  knees  a  child  of  mine,  but  we  were 
a  year  and  a  half  without  one ;  and  that  year 
and  a  half  drew  thinner  and  thinner  the  slender 
thread  of  life  which  Time  was  now  winding  up 
so  fast.  She  was  past  eighty — how  much  we 
could  not  tell,  nor  could  she,  for  she  said  she 
had  long  lost  count  of  her  birthdays  ;  and  that 
we  should  have  to  guess  at  her  age  when  it  re- 
quired to  be  noted  down — she  did  not  say  where, 
having  quite  given  up  the  habit  she  once  had 
of  constantly  referring  to  her  own  decease. 
And  life,  -even  yet,  was  not  only  tolerable,  but 
even  pleasant  to  her  :  her  few  bodily  infirmities 
she  bore  so  sweetly,  and  her  mind  was  so  ex- 
ceedingly youthful  still.  Only  at  times,  when 
recurring  with  a  memory  Avonderfully  vivid  to 
events  and  persons  of  her  youth,  now  become 
historical,  she  would  suddenly  recognize  how 
long  she  had  lived,  and  how  she  stood,  a  soli- 
tary landmark  of  gone-by  years,  in  the  midst 
of  this  busy,  bustling  world. 

"I  scarcely  belong  to  this  age,"  she  would 
say.  "  It  is  almost  time  we  were  away,  I  and 
Bridget,  before  we  give  any  body  trouble." 

And  poor  Bridget,  who  had  far  more  of  the 
weaknesses  of  age — mental  and  bodily — than 
her  mistress,  was  often  tended  and  soothed  by 
her  in  a  half  pathetic,  half  humorous  Avay,  and 
laughed  at,  not  unkindly,  as  a  "dear,  grum- 
bling old  woman,"  which  made  Bridget  laugh 
too,  and,  recoverirfg  all  her  Irish  good-humor, 
strive  to  bear  more  patiently  the  inevitable  bur- 
den of  old  age,  saying,  as  she  watched  the  be- 
loved figure  moving  about — graceful  even  yet, 
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though  active  no  longer — "  Sure  enough,  my 
lady  isn't  young  herself,  and  has  a  deal  to  put 
up  with  Avithout  being  bothered  by  me.  But 
she  always  did  take  care  of  every  body  except 
herself." 

And  when  the  time  came  that  I  was  rather 
helpless  too,  Lady  de  Bougainville  turned  the 
tables,  and  insisted  upon  taking  care  of  me. 
She  arranged  my  whole  paraphernalia  of  little 
clothes,  cutting  out  most  of  them  with  her  own 
clever  hands,  which  had  once  fabricated  so 
many.  And  her  latest  skill  and  latest  eye- 
sight were  expended  upon  a  wonderfully-em- 
broidered christening  -  robe  for  little  "Jose- 
phine,*' as  we  were  determined  to  call  her  from 
the  very  first,  resolutely  ignoring  the  possibility 
of  her  being  "Joseph."  We  used  to  sit  and 
talk  of  her  for  hours,  until  she  grew  to  us  an 
actual  existence. 

"  I  never  was  a  godmother  in  my  life,"  Lady 
de  Bougainville  said  one  day,  when  we  sat  to- 
gether with  our  basket  of  work  between  us. 
"  I  mean  to  be  quite  proud  of  my  god-daughter 
and  name-child.  But  I  shall  not  leave  her  a 
fortune,  you  know  that — neither  her  nor  her 
mother ;  I  shall  only  leave  you  enough  always 
to  keep  the  wolf  from  the  door,"  and  she  smiled. 
"The  rest  your  husband  must  earn;  he  can, 
and  he  will.  It  does  a  man  good,  too — makes 
twice  a  man  of  him — to  feel  he  is  working  for 
wife  and  child,  and  that  upon  him  rests  the  fu- 
ture of  both.  Mr.  Donelly  said  so  to  me  only 
yesterday. " 

"Did  he?"  cried  I,  with  my  heart  in  my 
eyes — the  heart  so  hard  to  win ;  but  Ned  had 
it  wholly  now.  "I  don't  very  much  care  for 
his  making  a  great  fortune,  but  I  know  he  will 
earn  a  great  name  some  of  these  days.  And 
he  is  so  good,  so  good  !  Oh,  it's  a  grand  thing 
to  be  every  day  more  and  more  proud  of  one's 
husband ! " 

I  had  forgotten  to  whom  I  was  speaking — 
forgotten  the  painted  face  over  the  fire-place 
behind  me — the  poor,  weak,  handsome  face, 
with  its  self-satisfied  smirk,  which,  wherever 
she  sat,  she  never  looked  at,  though  sometimes 
it  haunted  me  dreadfully  still. 

"Yes,"  she  answered,  in  a  gi-ave,  calm  tone, 
neither  glancing  at  it — though  it  was  just  oppo- 
site to  her — nor  away  from  it.  "Yes;  it  is  a 
good  thing  to  be  proud — as  you  are  justly  proud 
— of  your  husband." 

I  was  silent;  but  I  recognized — I,  a  wife, 
and  nearly  a  mother — as  I  had  never  done  be- 
fore, hoAv  terrible  must  have  been  the  burden 
— the  heaviest  that  can  be  laid  upon  any  wo- 
man— which  this  woman  had  had  to  take  up 
and  bear  all  her  life.  Ay,  and  had  borne,  un- 
shrinkingly, to  the  end. 

It  was  this  day,  I  remember — for  I  seem  now 
to  remember  vividly  every  day  of  these  last 
weeks — that  a  strange  thing  happened,  which 
I  am  glad  now  did  happen,  and  in  time  for  me 
to  know  of  it,  because  it  proved  that,  though  she 
was,  as  she  said,  "  a  hard  woman" — and  all  the 
honest  tenants  of  her  cottages  and  the  faithful 


servants  in  her  house  blessed  her  hardness,  for 
they  declared  it  saved  them  from  being  victims 
to  the  drunken,  the  idle,  and  the  dissolute — 
still.  Lady  de  Bougainville  was  not  pitiless, 
even  to  those  she  most  abhorred. 

The  afternoon  post  brought  her  a  letter,  the 
sight  of  which  made  her  start  and  turn  it  over 
and  over  again  incredulously.  I,  in  passing  it 
on  to  her,  had  just  noticed  that  it  was  a  hand 
unknown  to  me  —  a  large,  remarkable  hand, 
though  careless  and  enfeebled-looking,  like  an 
old  man's  writing.  As  she  opened  it  an  ex- 
pression came  across  her  face  that,  in  all  the 
years  I  had  known  her  now,  I  had  never  seen 
before.  Anger,  defiance,  contempt,  repugnance, 
all  were  there.  With  hands  violently  trem- 
bling, she  put  on  her  spectacles  and  went  to  the 
window  to  read  it  alone.  Then  she  came  back 
and  touched  Bridget  on  the  shoulder. 

"He  is  alive  yet;  I  thought  he  was  dead 
long  ago — did  not  you  ?  But  he  is  alive  yet. 
All  my  own  dead,  and  he  only  alive !  He  has 
written  to  me." 

"  Who,  my  lady  ?" 

"Mr.  Summerhayes." 

Bridget's  half-stupid  old  age  seemed  sudden- 
ly roused  into  fury.  She  snatched  the  letter 
from  the  table,  dashed  it  down,  and  trampled 
upon  it. 

"  Never  heed  him,  my  lady.  Don't  vex  your- 
self ;  he  isn't  worth  it.  How  dare  he  trouble 
you?    What  does  he  want?" 

"What  he  always  wanted — money,"  and  a 
slight  sneer  moved  her  lips.  "I  have  refused 
it  to  him,  you  know,  more  than  once ;  but  now 
he  is  dying,  he  writes,  dying  in  a  work-house. 
And  he  is  old,  just  my  age.  Who  would  have 
thought  that  Ave  two,  he  and  I,  should  have 
lived  so  long?  Well,  he  begs  me,  for  the  love 
of  God,  and  for  the  sake  of  old  times,  not  to  let 
him  die  in  a  Avork-house.    Must  I,  Bridget?" 

But  Bridget,  frightened  at  her  mistress's 
looks,  made  no  ansAver. 

' '  I  should  have  done  it,  a  fcAv  years  ago ;  I 
know  I  should  ;  but  now — " 

She  hesitated  ;  and  then,  turning  to  me,  said 
more  quietly,  "I  can  not  judge  the  thing  my- 
self. Winifred,  you  are  a  good  Avoman ;  you 
may.  This  man  has  been  the  curse  of  my  life. 
He  helped  to  ruin  my  husband — he  blasted  the 
happiness  of  my  daughter.  He  AA^as  a  liar,  a 
profligate,  a  sAvindler  —  CA'cry  thing  I  most 
hated,  and  hate  still !  Why  he  has  been  left 
to  cumber  the  earth  these  eighty  years  —  a 
blessing  to  no  human  being,  and  a  torment  to 
Avhosoever  had  to  do  AAdth  him — God  knows! 
I  have  thought  sometimes,  were  I  Providence, 
he  should  haA-e  died  long  ago,  or  better,  never 
been  born." 

She  spoke  passionately — ay,  in  spite  of  her 
years  and  her  feebleness — and  her  faded  eyes 
gloAved  Avith  all  the  indignation  of  youth  ;  only 
hers  was  no  personal  anger,  or  desire  of  A^enge- 
ance,  but  that  righteous  wrath  against  evil  and 
the  doers  of  it,  which  we  believe  to  be  one  of  the 
I  attributes  of  Divinity  itself. 
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"What  do  you  say,  Winifred?  Tell  me — 
for  I  dare  not  judge  the  matter  myself — shall  I 
leave  him  where  he  is,  to  die  the  death  of  the 
wicked,  or  have  pity  upon  him  ?  Justice  or 
mercy — Avhich  shall  it  be  ?" 

I  could  not  tell ;  I  was  utterly  bewildered. 
Only  one  thing  came  into  my  mind  to  say,  and 
I  said  it :  "  Was  any  body  fond  of  him  ?  Was 
she  fond  of  him  ?" 

Oh,  the  look  of  her — dead  Adrienne's  mo- 
ther! I  shall  never  forget  it.  Agony — bit- 
terness —  tender  remembrance  —  the  struggle 
to  be  just,  but  not  unmerciful ;  in  all  these  I 
could  trace  the  faint  reflection  of  what  that 
terrible  grief,  buried  so  long,  must  once  have 
been. 

At  length  she  said,  calmly,  "You  are  right ; 
I  see  it  now.  Yes,  I  will  own  the  truth ;  she 
was  fond  of  him.  And  that  decides  the  ques- 
tion." 

•  It  was  decided  in  a  very  few  minutes  more, 
for  she  evidently  could  not  brook  much  discus- 
sion of  the  matter.  We  arranged  that  my  hus- 
band should  take  upon  himself  the  whole  trouble 
of  discovering  how  far  Mr.  Summerhayes's  letter 
was  true — "He  may  not  be  telling  the  truth  even 
yet,"  Lady  de  Bougainville  said,  bitterly — and 
then  put  him  into  some  decent  lodging  where 
he  might  be  taken  care  of  till  he  died. 

"  Think,  Winifred,"  she  said,  reading  his  let- 
ter over  again  before  she  gave  it  to  me  to  give 
to  my  husband,  "  think  what  it  must  be  to  have 
reached  the  bridge  and  shrink  in  terror  from 
crossing  it ;  to  have  come  to  the  end  of  life 
and  be  afraid  of  dying.  That  is  his  case.  Poor 


soul !  I  ought,  perhaps,  even  to  be  sorry  for 
him  ;  and  I  am." 

She  said  no  more,  and  I  believe  this  was  the 
last  time — except  in  one  or  two  brief  business 
communications  with  Mr.  Donelly  —  that  she 
ever  mentioned  the  name  of  Owen  Summer- 
hayes.  He  lived  a  pensioner  on  her  charity 
for  some  weeks  ;  then  he  died  and  was  buried. 
That  is  all. 

The  rest  of  the  afternoon,  I  remember,  we 
spent  very  peacefully.  Her  agitation  seemed 
to  have  entirely  passed  away,  leaving  her  more 
gentle,  even  more  cheerful,  than  usual.  She 
talked  no  more  about  the  past,  but  wholly  of 
the  future  —  my  future,  and  that  of  the  little 
one  that  was  coming  to  me.  Many  wise  and 
good  words  she  said — as  from  a  mother  to  a 
mother — about  the  bringing  up,  for  God's  glo- 
ry and  its  parents'  blessing,  of  that  best  gift  of 
Heaven,  and  best  teacher  under  heaven,  a  lit- 
tle, white-souled,  innocent  child. 

Then  she  insisted  on  walking  with  me  to  the 
park  gates,  her  first  walk  for  many  days.  It 
had  been  an  inclement  winter,  and  for  weeks 
she  had  been  unable  to  cross  the  threshold, 
even  to  go  to  church.  But  to-day  was  so 
mild  and  bright  that  she  thought  she  would 
venture. 

"Only  don't  tell  Bridget;  for  I  can  walk 
back  quite  Avell  alone,  with  the  help  of  my 
capital  stick,"  without  which  she  never  walked 
a  step  noAv.  At  first  she  had  disliked  using  it 
very  much;  but  now  she  called  it  "her  good 
friend." 

On  it  she  leaned,  gently  declining  my  arm, 
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saying  I  was  the  invalid,  and  she  must  rather 
take  care  of  me ;  and  so  we  walked  together, 
slowly  and  contentedly,  down  the  elm  avenue. 
It  was  quite  bare  of  leaves,  but  beautiful  still ; 
the  fine  tracery  of  the  branches  outlined  sharp 
against  the  sky — that  special  loveliness  of  win- 
ter trees  which  summer  never  shows.  She  no- 
ticed it :  noticed,  too,  with  her  quick  eye  for 
all  these  things,  the  first  beginning  of  spring — 
a  little  February  daisy  peeping  up  through  the 
grass.  And  then  she  stood  and  listened  to  a 
vociferous  robin  redbreast,  opening  his  mouth 
and  singing  aloud,  as  winter  robins  always 
seem  to  do,  from  the  elm-bough  overhead. 

"I  like  a  robin,"  she  said.  "He  is  such  a 
brave  bird." 

When  we  reached  the  park  gates  she  turned 
a  little  paler,  and  leaned  heavier  on  her  stick. 
I  was  afraid  she  was  very  tired,  and  said  so. 

"My  dear,  I  am  always  tired  now,"  Then, 
patting  my  hand  with  a  bright  smile — nay,  more 
than  bright,  actually  radiant — she  added,  "Nev- 
er mind  ;  I  shall  be  all  right  soon." 

I  watched  her,  after  we  had  parted — just  as 
we  always  parted — with  a  tender  kiss,  and  a 
warning  to  "  take  great  care  of  myself :"  watch- 
ed her,  I  knew  not  why,  except  that  I  so  loved 
to  do  it,  until  she  was  out  of  sight,  and  then 
went  satisfied  home ;  ignorant — oh,  how  igno- 
rant!— that  it  was  my  last  sight  of  her,  con- 
sciously, in  this  world. 

That  night  my  trouble  came  upon  me  una- 
wares. We  had  a  sore  struggle  for  our  lives, 
my  baby  and  I.  I  remember  nothing  about 
her  birth  —  poor  little  lamb!  —  nor  for  weeks 
after  it.  My  head  went  wrong ;  and  I  had 
rather  not  think  any  more  than  I  can  help, 
even  now,  of  that  dreadful  time. 

During  my  delirium,  among  all  the  horrible 
figures  that  filled  my  room,  I  recall  one — not 
horrible,  but  sweet — which  came  and  stood  at 
my  bedside,  looking  at  me  with  the  saddest, 
tenderest  eyes.  I  took  it,  they  tell  me,  for 
the  Virgin  Mary,  of  whom  I  had  just  read 
some  Catholic  legend  that  the  Mother  of  Christ 
comes  herself  to  fetch  the  souls  of  all  women 
who  die  in  childbirth.  I  thought  she  had  come 
for  mine.  Only  she  was  not  the  young  Madon- 
na, fair  and  calm  ;  she  was  Mary  grown  old,  in- 
ured to  many  sorrows,  heart-pierced  with  many 
swords,  yet  living  still;  Mary,  mother  of  the 
Lord,  human  and  full  of  frailty,  yet,  like  her 
Son,  "  made  perfect  through  suff"ering,"  as, 
please  God !  we  all  may  be  made.  And  when 
the  vision  departed,  they  tell  me,  I  missed  it, 
and  mourned  for  it,  and  raved  for  days  about 
"my  Virgin  Mary  ;'"  but  she  never  came  again. 

When  I  woke  up  from  my  illness  I  was  not 
at  home,  but  in  a  quiet  lodging  by  the  sea,  with 
kind  though  strange  faces  about  me,  and  my 
husband  constantly  at  my  side.  He  had  never 
left  me,  indeed,  but  I  did  not  know  him ;  I 
hardly  did,  even  in  my  right  mind.  He  had 
grown  so  much  older,  and  some  of  his  pretty 
curly  locks  —  little  Josephine's  are  just  like 
them — had  turned  quite  gray. 


It  was  he  who  told  me,  cautiously  and  by 
slow  degrees,  how  ill  I  had  been,  and  how  I 
had  still,  by  the  mercy  of  God,  a  little  Jose- 
phine— a  healthy,  living  daughter — waiting  for 
me  at  home  at  Brierley. 

"But  who  has  taken  charge  of  her  all  this 
while?"  I  asked.  And  gradually,  as  the  in- 
terests and  needs  of  life  came  back  upon  me 
again,  I  became  excessively  anxious  and  un- 
happy, until  a  new  thought  struck  me :  "  Oh, 
her  godmother;  she  would  send  for  baby  and 
take  care  of  her.  Then  she  would  be  quite 
safe,  I  know." 

My  husband  was  silent. 

"Has  her  godmother  seen  her?" 

"Once." 

"Only  once!" — a  little  disappointed,  till  I 
remembered  how  feeble  Lady  de  Bougainville 
was.  "She  has  not  got  my  little  lamb  with 
her,  then.  But  she  has  seen  her.  When  will 
she  see  her  again — when  ?" 

"Some  day,"  Edward  said,  gently,  tighten- 
ing his  hold  of  my  hand.  "Some  day,  my 
wife.  But  her  godmother  does  not  want  her 
now.     She  has  her  own  children  again." 

And  so  I  learned,  as  tenderly  as  my  husband 
could  break  it  to  me,  that  Lady  de  Bougainville 
had,  according  to  the  word  she  used  of  her  own 
dear  ones,  "  gone  away ;"  and  that  when  I  went 
home  to  my  little  Josephine  I  should  find  her 
place  vacant ;  that  on  this  side  the  grave  I 
should  see  the  face  I  loved  no  more. 

It  seemed  that  my  vision  of  the  Virgin  Mary 
was  reality ;  that,  hearing  of  my  extreme  dan- 
ger. Lady  de  Bougainville  had  risen  from  her 
bed  in  the  middle  of  the  night — a  wild,  stormy 
winter's  night — and  come  to  me ;  had  sat  by 
me,  tended  me,  and  with  her  indomitable  hope 
and  courage  kept  from  sinking  into  utter  de- 
spair my  poor  husbnnd  and  my  father,  until  the 
trial  was  over,  and  mine  and  baby's  life  were 
safe.  Then  she  went  home,  troubling  no  one, 
complaining  to  no  one,  and  lay  down  on  her 
bed,  to  rise  up  no  more. 

She  was  ill  a  few  days  —  only  a  few ;  and 
every  one  thought  she  would  be  better  very 
soon,  until  she  was  actually  dying.  It  was 
just  about  midnight,  and  all  her  faithful  and 
attached  servants  hastily  gathered  round  her, 
but  too  late.  She  knew  no  one,  and  said  not 
a  single  word  to  any  one,  but  just  lay,  sleeping 
into  death,  as  it  were,  as  quiet  as  an  hour-old 
child.  Only  once,  a  few  minutes  before  her  de- 
parture, catching  suddenly  at  the  hand  which 
held  hers,  and  opening  her  eyes  wide,  she  fixed 
them  steadily  upon  the  empty  space  at  the  foot 
of  her  bed. 

"  Look,  Bridget !"  she  said,  in  a  joyful  voice. 
"Look!  the  children — the  children!" 
It  might  have  been — God  knows  ! 

sic  *  *  *  *  * 

It  was  spring — full,  bright,  cheerful  May — 
when,  carrying  our  little  daughter  in  his  arms, 
my  husband  took  me  for  the  first  time  to  see 
the  new  grave  which  had  risen  up  beside  the 
others  in  Brierley  church-yard.    I  sat  down  by 
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it ;  put  its  pretty  primroses,  already  so  numer- 
ous, into  my  baby's  hands,  and  talked  to  her 
unheeding  ears  about  her  godmother. 

But  all  the  while  I  had  no  feeling  whatever, 
and  I  never  have  had  since,  that  it  was  really 
herself  who  lay  sleeping  there  :  she  who  to  the 
last  day  of  her  long  term  of  years  was  such  a 
brave  lady ;  so  full  of  energy,  activity,  courage, 
and  strength— whose  whole  thoughts  were  not 
for  herself  but  for  others — who  was  forever  busy 
doing  good.  She  was  doing  the  same  some- 
where else,  I  was  certain  5  carrying  out  the 
same  heroic  life,  loving  with  the  same  warm 
heart,  rejoicing  with  a  keener  and  more  per- 
fect joy. 

And  so  I  think  of  her  still ;  and  I  will  think 
of  her,  and  I  will  not  grieve.  But  I  know  that 
on  earth  I  shall  never  again  behold  the  like  of 
my  dear  Lady  de  Bougainville. 

THE  END. 


REVEALED  IN  A  SONG. 

ONE  of  the  tenderest  and  most  touching 
of  Uhland's  poems  is  that  which  de- 
scribes the  departure  of  the  youth,  escorted  by 
his  comrades,  from  the  town  where  he  had 
lived,  and  his  sad  glance  up  to  a  window 
where  a  maiden  is  sitting,  and  his  sad  thought, 
"If  she  could  only  love  me!"  while  the  girl 
looks  doAvn  with  melancholy  eyes,  and  thinks, 
"If  he  had  only  loved  me!"  And  so  he  goes 
his  way,  and  neither  knows  of  the  other's  love ; 
neither  knows  that  each  might  have  had  all  the 
heart's  desire.  I  fancy  there  is  more  of  this 
kind  of  thing  in  real  life^than  people  are  in- 
clined to  suppose.  Let  me  tell  the  story  of 
a  pair  who  might  have  served  as  living  illus- 
tration of  Uhland's  poem,  but  for  the  fortunate 
chance  which  flung  them  for  a  moment  heart 
to  heart,  and  compelled  a  mutual  recognition 
and  revelation. 

Professor  lihodes  filled  the  chair  of  Modern 
Languages  in  one  of  our  younger  American 
universities — never  mind  what  its  name  or  its 
whereabouts.  Professor  Rhodes  knew  the  lan- 
guages and  literature  of  most  European  coun- 
tries well,  and  had  picked  up  his  knowledge  in 
rather  a  hard  school.  He  was  the  son  of  a  West- 
ern farmer,  and  he  had  been  seized,  very  early 
in  life,  with  a  longing  to  visit  and  study  the  old 
countries  across  the  Atlantic.  All  such  yearn- 
ings his  shrewd  and  practical  father  despised, 
and  the  father  and  son  quarreled,  and  young 
"Rhodes  crossed  the  Atlantic.  He  starved  and 
struggled  and  studied  in  London  and  Paris 
and  Kome  and  Madrid ;  his  hunger  for  the  life 
of  the  old  European  lands  was  not  extinguished 
by  the  physical  hunger  which  often  gnawed  him  ; 
he  managed  to  visit  and  live  in  every  country 
of  Europe,  and  to  know  the  ways  and  the  life 
of  every  capital ;  he  became  a  cosmopolitan  in 
the  matter  of  language,  and  could  talk  with 
almost  any  body  any  where  in  the  any  body's 
own  tongue ;  he  took  part  in  at  least  half  a 
dozen  revolutionary  movements,  received  sev- 
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eral  Avounds,  Avas  often  imprisoned,  and  once 
escaped  after  having  been  ordered  for  execu- 
tion. So  his  youth  went  away,  and  good  part 
of  his  manhood  ;  and  his  parents  had  long  been 
dead ;  and  there  were  gray  streaks  showing — 
prematurely,  indeed,  but  unmistakably — in  his 
beard  and  mustache.  Meanwhile  he  had  been 
writing  a  good  deal,  and  had  been  earning,  al- 
most without  knowing  it,  a  sort  of  literary  and 
scholarly  name.  At  length  his  heart  }  earned 
for  his  home,  and  he  went  back  to  the  United 
States,  bearing  with  him,  as  the  profits  of  his 
long  absence,  a  mastery  of  European  languages 
and  literature,  some  scars,  some  gray  hairs,  and 
no  money.  His  reputation,  however,  soon  won 
for  him  the  offer  of  a  professorship  at  the  uni- 
versity already  spoken  of.  Theodore  Rhodes 
accepted  the  offer,  and  soon  made  his  mark  on 
the  place.  His  knoAvledge  was  deep,  his  judg- 
ment bold,  original,  and  true  ;  his  eloquence 
was  the  long-pent-up  utterance  of  a  man  who 
had  been  storing  and  concealing  thought  and 
observation  all  his  life,  and  now,  at  last,  has 
found  listeners,  and  an  opportunity  and  duty 
to  speak  out.  Among  the  youthful  students 
Theodore  Rhodes  became  a  sort  of  hero  and 
oracle.  He  had  seen,  experienced,  and  suf- 
fered so  much,  that  to  them  he  seemed  quite 
a  venerable  Mentor ;  and  indeed  to  himself  life 
appeared  all  a  retrospect.  He  was  in  reality 
just  inside  forty  years  of  age. 

Round  the  university  was  gathered  quite  a 
growing  community,  with  considerable  wealth 
in  it  and  much  culture.  Society  was  very  pleas- 
ant there,  with  a  flavor  of  originality  and  in- 
dependence about  it  which  especially  suited 
Theodore  Rhodes.  Every  neAv  movement,  ev- 
ery new  book,  was  taken  up  and  discussed 
there  ;  no  thought  was  proscribed,  no  prejudice 
was  held  sacred ;  the  pulse  of  the  little  com- 
munity vibrated  with  an  active,  healthy,  inquir- 
ing life  and  energy.  Professor  Rhodes  bore  a 
high  character,  and  won  general  confidence.  A 
manly  and  honest  nature  is  soon  recognized  by 
unconventional  and  congenial  people.  Rhodes 
found  admirers  among  women  as  well  as  men ; 
and  for  all  his  grizzling  beard  and  his  forty 
years,  he  might  have  easily  won  a  pretty  bride 
with  a  good  fortune  and  willing  parents.  But 
he  sought  for  no  such  prize.  Ever  so  many 
years  ago,  before  most  of  the  pretty  girls  around 
him  were  born,  Theodore  Rhodes  had  loved,  or 
fancied  he  loved,  a  girl  who,  when  he  went  to 
Europe — led  thither  partly  by  the  hope  of  mak- 
ing name  and  fortune  for  her — married  speedi- 
ly a  wealthy  miller,  and  Rhodes  thereon  gave 
up  love-making.  But  while  it  is  in  any  man's 
power,  at  any  time  he  will,  to  give  up  love- 
making,  to  give  up  loving  is  quite  a  different 
thing.  So,  after  a  while,  our  Professor  found 
it.  I  knew  a  man  once  v/ho  was  driven  from 
his  early  home  by  a  passion  for  adventure,  for 
exploring,  for  the  sea,  and  who  spent  years  and 
years  of  enterprise  and  danger,  penetrating  the 
ice-masses  of  arctic  seas,  tracking  up  African 
streams,  and  climbing  Asiatic  Alps ;  who  was 
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many  times  shipwrecked,  and  came  off  scot- 
free  ;  and  who,  returning  home  to  pay  a  visit 
to  old  friends  and  scenes,  lost  his  way  one  night 
on  a  moor  familiar  to  his  boyhood,  and  fell  into 
a  little  pond  or  pool,  and  was  drowned  there. 
So  Theodore  Rhodes  had  gone  through  many 
strange  scenes  and  experiences  unscathed  of 
love,  and  came  home  again  to  be  stricken,  as  it 
were,  on  the  very  threshold. 

One  of  the  closest  friends  Theodore  Rhodes 
had  in  the  little  community  of  which  he  was 
now  a  member  was  Mr.  Louis  Meredith,  a  man 
of  some  property  and  great  intelligence,  who 
had  traveled  and  had  ideas.  Mr.  Meredith  was 
a  widower,  and  had  an  only  daughter,  Cynthia. 
Now  Cynthia  was  really  not  what  one  could  call 
a  pretty  girl,  but  she  had  a  tine  figure  and  a 
noble,  expressive  face ;  and  she  had  a  soul 
which  sometimes  spoke  with  wonderful  elo- 
quence of  expression  through  her  deep  gray 
eyes.  She  was  not  the  girl  who  becomes  the 
belle  of  a  circle ;  but  she  was  a  woman  to  exer- 
cise a  supreme  influence  over  some  few  noble 
hearts  and  natures.  Theodore  Riiodes  was  her 
father's  friend,  not  hers.  He  came  near  to  her 
father's  age.  For  a  long  time  his  intercourse 
with  her  was  confined  to  a  few  friendly  words 
when  they  met.  Often  her  father  and  Theo- 
dore sat  together  for  a  long  evening,  the  two 
men  talking  now  earnestly,  now  gayly,  over  all 
manner  of  subjects ;  and  she  sat  near  with  her 
work  and  listened  all  the  time,  and  looked  up 
every  now  and  then  with  a  bright  glance  of  sym- 
pathy or  a  quiet  word  of  dissent,  and  hardly 
otherwise  took  part  in  the  conversation.  Some- 
times her  father  would  ask  her  to  i)lay  or  sing; 
and  she  did  so,  sweetly,  sympathetically ;  and 
Theodore  listened  and  found  himself  swept 
away  into  long-unknown  glorious  regions  of 
youth  and  poetry  and  romance.  Gradually  he 
and  she  came  to  hold  more  friendly  and  direct 
intercommunication,  and  then  he  became  aston- 
ished and  delighted  at  her  fresh  intellectual 
resources;  her  keen,  penetrating  judgment; 
her  clear,  unconventional  way  of  looking  at  re- 
alities ;  her  artistic  tastes ;  her  pure,  refined 
sympathies.  At  first  he  used  to  think  within 
himself,  "If  I  only  had  such  a  daughter!" 
And  then  other  thoughts  dawned  upon  him; 
and  Theodore  Rhodes  woke  up  to  find  himself 
profoundly  and  passionately  in  love. 

Alas  for  the  middle-aged  Professor  and  phi- 
losopher! His  love  burned  within  him  hot  and 
unextinguishable  as  an  anthracite  fire ;  it  un- 
settled all  his  ways  and  thoughts ;  it  came  be- 
tween him  and  his  studies ;  it  scorched  up  the 
growth  of  his  literary  and  philosophical  specu- 
lations. He  chafed  and  raged  at  it  in  vain. 
Many  and  many  a  long  mile  did  he  tramp  in 
the  lonely,  sullen,  midnight  hours,  in  rain  and 
frost  and  snow ;  many  a  night  did  he  outwatch 
the  Bear;  many  a  time  did  he  fling  himself 
down,  literally  prostrate,  and  grovel  on  the 
floor  of  his  little  study,  in  humiliation  and  ago- 
ny. Neither  walking  nor  watching,  nor  prone 
and  prostrate,  could  he  conquer  his  passion,  or 


recall  his  old,  calm,  active  self.  He  began  to 
lose  all  interest  in  the  studies  that  once  delight- 
ed him,  in  the  scholars  whose  young  voices  and 
fresh  thoughts  used  to  gladden  him.  No  one 
on  earth,  probably,  suff"ers  from  the  love-fever 
like  your  middle-aged  philosopher,  if  once  the 
contagion  can  seize  him. 

"Why  did  he  keep  this  thing  as  a  secret? 
Could  he  not  have  spoken?  Was  there  no 
hope?  To  him  there  seemed  no  hope  what- 
ever— the  very  thought  of  any  possibility  of  hope 
appeared  preposterous.  Cynthia  was  about  half 
his  age ;  there  was  nothing  in  him  to  attract 
any  girl ;  he  was  only  her  father's  friend,  and 
apparently  her  father's  contemporary;  and  Cyn- 
thia had,  since  she  was  little  more  than  a  child, 
been  afiianced  to  a  youth  of  fortune  who  was 
now  in  Europe.  So  Theodore  could  only  bear 
his  pain,  or  try  to  bear  it.  He  felt  himself  de- 
generating under  it.  He  could  not  conquer  it ; 
and  in  the  futile  struggle  his  mental  resources 
seemed  all  running  to  waste,  and  he  found  him- 
self at  last  neglecting  his  duties.  Not  that  any 
others  could  have  jierceivcd  this  neglect,  for 
his  regularity  of  attendance  was  never  varied, 
and  his  lectures  to  his  class  seemed  as  instruct- 
ive and  valuable  as  ever.  But  he  felt  in  his 
[  own  heart  that  he  was  only  performing  mechan- 
ically a  perfunctory  task  ;  that  his  soul  was  no 
longer  in  his  work ;  and  this  his  sensitive  con- 
science declared  to  be  neglect.  He  began  to 
fear  that  a  time  would  soon  come  when  actual 
neglect  would  begin  to  set  in ;  when  he  should 
positively  be  unable  to  give  even  a  mechanical 
attention  to  his  duties.  He  shuddered  as  he 
heard  of  the  ex])ecte(4  return  of  Miss  Meredith's 
Jianc(^ ;  and  when,  in  his  i)resence,  her  father 
spoke  of  the  young  man's  speedy  coming,  and 
her  eyelids  fell  and  her  cheek  flushed  and  her 
manner  seemed  manifestly  agitated,  ])Oor  The- 
odore could  hardly  keep  his  agony  under  decent 
control.  Natures  less  ingenuous  than  those  of 
Louis  IMeredith  and  his  daughter  might  well 
have  found  out,  even  then,  his  sad  secret. 

After  that,  Theodore  Rhodes  made  up  his 
mind  he  would  resign  his  professorship  and 
go  back  to  Europe.  Nothing  but  this  would 
be  of  any  avail  —  nothing  but  this  could  yet 
perchance  stand  between  him  and  degeneracy. 
He  could  not  fight  the  fight  out.  He  could 
only  leave  the  field. 

So  he  went  straightway,  sought  out  his  friend, 
and  told  him  he  was  resolved  on  leaving  the 
place,  and  that  he  had  already  drawn  up  his^ 
resignation  of  his  professorial  chair.  INIr.  ]Mer- 
edith  endeavored  in  vain  to  induce  him  to  alter 
his  resolution. 

"  You  will  do  me  the  justice,"  said  poor 
Theodore,  very  sadly,  "to  believe  that  I  have 
a  solid,  good  reason  for  what  I  do,  although  I 
can't  tell  it  even  to  you- — ^just  now.  You  may 
come  to  know  it  sometime.  It  is  not  restless- 
ness. I  have  had  enough  of  unrest,  and  would 
gladly  linger  here  if  I  could." 

His  friend  looked  at  him  curiously. 

^'■CJierchez  la  fcmme,''  murmured  Mr.  Mere- 
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dith.  Has  this  not  something  to  do  with  a  love 
business  ?" 

Theodore  winced.  ''Well,  then,  it  has. 
Don't  ask  me  any  more." 

Mr.  Meredith  pressed  his  hand  and  was  si- 
lent. He  had  no  gleam  of  suspicion  as  to  the 
real  cause  of  Theodore's  determination,  and 
assumed  that  he  was  going  to  Europe  to  find 
some  lost  love,  not  to  escape  from  a  love  that 
looked  hopeless. 

"  Come  home  with  me,"  Meredith  said ;  *'let 
us  pass  this  evening  together  before  you  take 
any  decided  step.  I  will  not  weary  you  by 
arguing  the  matter ;  you  know  your  own  way 
best,  my  friend.  But  let  us  have  one  bright 
evening  together  before  you  positively  announce 
your  going." 

He  put  his  arm  in  Theodore's  and  led  him 
away.  Of  course  Theodore  did  not  resist ;  he 
thought  within  himself  that  he  was  doing  a 
weak  and  wrong  thing  to  place  himself  again 
idly  under  the  spell  of  a  hopeless  fascination  ; 
and  he  did  the  weak  and  wrong  thing  accord- 
ingly. 

It  was  a  happ3%  delightful  night,  although 
Cynthia's  mind  was  somewhat  disturbed  by  the 
emotions  which  the  imminent  coming  of  her 
fiance  awakened  in  her,  and  although  poor 
Theodore  was  looking  on  her,  as  he  believed, 
for  the  last  time.  Perhaps  the  very  belief  that 
he  was  to  see  her  no  more  lent  a  freedom  to 
his  soul  and  his  manner,  for  he  felt  that  he 
might  as  well  enjoy  the  present — it  mattered 
nothing  now. 

There  was  a  song  which  Cynthia  sometimes, 
not  often,  sang — a  sad,  sweet  ballad,  steeped 
in  lyrical  pathos  and  love  and  longing  ;  a  song 
to  penetrate  to  the  depths  of  a  sensitive  soul  at 
any  time,  but  which  Theodore  just  now  espe- 
cially desired  and  dreaded  to  hear — desired 
with  a  wish  quite  unspeakable.  He  asked  her 
to  sing  it  for  him.  The  evening  had  worn  on 
until  nearly  night,  yet  the  lamps  were  not 
lighted.  Summer  had  begun  to  fade ;  the  win- 
dows were  open ;  a  faint  breath  of  flowers  was 
borne  into  the  room ;  a  faint  moonlight  glim- 
mered on  the  group  of  friends ;  the  sound  of 
the  river  was  heard  ;  it  was  a  time,  a  scene,  to 
sweeten  and  exalt  even  the  commonplace  itself 
into  something  pure  and  poetic.  Think  how 
it  was  with  the  heart  of  Theodore  as  he  thus 
sat,  under  such  influences,  so  near  the  one  only 
woman  whom  in  all  his  varied  life  he  had  truly 
and  deeply  loved,  and  whom  he  believed  him- 
self about  to  leave  forever ! 

"That  song!"  Cynthia  said,  in  a  low  tone. 
'•I  almost  dread  it — it  is  so  sad." 

"And  I,  too,  almost  dread  it,"  Mr.  Mere- 
dith said.  For  he  looked  to  Theodore's  depart- 
ure with  deep  pain.  These  two  men  had  been 
drawn  by  sympathy  into  a  companionship  and 
friendship  so  rare  in  life  that,  if  it  were  broken, 
neither  could  hope  for  any  thing  like  it  again. 

"Yet  sing  it  for  me,"  pleaded  Theodore. 
"I  don't  know  why  I  wish  so  very  much  to 
hear  it  to-night ;  but  I  do  wish  it ;  and  you  will 
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not  refuse  me."  He  was  on  the  verge  of  say- 
ing— "this,  the  last  time;"  but  he  controlled 
himself,  and  stopped  short. 

"You  must  indulge  him,  Cynthia,"  Mr. 
Meredith  said.  "You  can  refuse  him  nothing, 
for  we  shall  not  have  him  long.  He  is  going 
away !  There,  Khodes — I  know  I  ought  not  to 
have  said  any  thing  of  that  just  yet — but  I  could 
not  help  it.  Yes,  Cynthia,  he  is  going  away 
from  us." 

Cynthia  turned  suddenly  round  toward  her 
father,  and  seemed  to  wait  for  some  explana- 
tion.   He  said  nothing.    There  was  a  pause. 

"She  has  not  even  interest  enough  in  my 
existence,"  thought  Rhodes  to  himself,  "  to  ask 
a  question  about  my  going !  Why  should  she  ?" 
It  was  nearly  dark  now,  and  he  could  not  see 
her  face. 

"  Our  friend  is  going  to  leave  us,  Cynthia — 
to  leave  us  altogether,  and  return  to  Europe," 
said  her  father,  a  little  surprised  at  her  silence, 
and  mentally  saying,  "  How  cold  these  girls 
are !  They  don't  know  any  thing  about  friend- 
ship I  Cynthia's  lover  is  coming  home,  and 
that  is  all  she  cares  about.  I  wonder  would  it 
grieve  her  much  if  I  were  going  away  ?" 

Still  Cynthia  said  nothing;  but  now  her  fin- 
gers began  to  wander  along  the  chords  of  the 
piano  before  which  she  sat,  striking  a  low,  fit- 
ful music  out  of  them. 

Theodore  at  last  found  a  voice  :  "  Yes,  Miss 
Meredith  ;  I  find  that  I  must  go  back  to  Eu- 
rope ;  and  I  shall  probably  not  be  here  again 
for  a  very  long  time — many  years,  I  suppose. 
So  I  do  want  you  to  indulge  me  this  last  op- 
portunity, and  sing  me  that  song — if  it  does  not 
distress  you  very  much,"  he  could  not  help  add- 
ing, W'ith  a  dash  of  bitterness  in  his  tone. 

She  replied  not  a  word,  but  turned  to  the 
piano,  and  began. 

Let  us  look  at  the  picture,  as  it  is  dimly  seen 
in  the  moonlight.  A  great  author  has  said  that 
no  picture  made  up  of  human  forms  is  true  to 
its  purpose,  or  any  real  purpose,  if  it  does  not 
without  explanation  tell  some  manner  of  story 
clearly.  What  story  would  a  picture  of  this 
scene  tell  to  a  stranger's  eye  ?  A  room  faintly 
lighted  by  the  moon ;  a  girl  with  a  noble,  queen- 
ly figure  stooping  over  a  piano  to  the  music  of 
which  she  sings ;  beside  her,  his  face  turned 
away  from  her,  a  bearded  man  who  holds  one 
hand  partly  over  his  eyes  and  clasps  his  beard 
with  the  other ;  farther  off",  an  elder  man  who 
stands  near  the  window,  and  looks  meditative- 
ly out.  Not  much  to  be  made  out  of  such  a 
picture  as  that,  surely.  Hardly  any  painter's 
skill  could  make  it  tell  much  of  a  story. 

Cynthia  began  her  song  in  a  sweet,  low, 
clear  tone  that  vibrated  through  the  room,  and 
through  the  soul  of  at  least  one  of  the  listeners. 
It  was  a  song  of  farewell  to  hope,  to  all  that 
made  life  dear — save  for  the  memory  of  the  one 
eternal  love.  A  true  poet  had  given  the  words  ; 
an  immortal  musician  had  glorified  them  in 
melody.  While  Theodore  listened  it  seemed  to 
him  as  though,  in  Jean  Paul  Richter's  language. 
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"his  heart  had  been  pierced  with  a  thousand 
cuts,  that  it  might  the  more  gently  bleed  away.." 

In  the  midst  of  the  song  the  door  was  softly 
opened,  and  a  servant  brought  to  Mr.  Meredith 
a  letter.  Mr.  Meredith  quietly  rose,  and,  with- 
out interrupting  the  song,  withdrew  to  his  study. 
Cynthia  sang  on,  apparently  unconscious  of  his 
departure.  Theodore  had  never  looked  up. 
He  still  covered  his  eyes  with  one  hand,  clasped 
his  beard  with  the  other. 

The  song  reached  its  sweetest,  tenderest,  sad- 
dest place— the  singer  had  to  breathe  the  last 
farewell.  Theodore,  listening  with  all  his  soul 
and  ears,  heard  the  voice  grow  tremulous,  heard 
it  sound  as  if  it  were  tear-fraught,  and  sudden- 
ly it  ceased  altogether,  and  then  the  sudden  si- 
lence was  pierced  by  a  loud  cry — and  then  The- 
odore, springing  from  his  chair,  had  just  time 
to  seize  in  his  arms  the  singer  who  had  fainted 
in  her  song. 

Was  he  to  blame  if  he  held  her  in  his  arms 
yet  a  moment,  and  allowed  her  head  to  rest 
upon  his  shoulder,  while  his  heart  beat  tumult- 
uously  with  wonder,  hope,  fear,  and  all  the  thou- 
sand inarticulate  passionate  emotions  which " 
her  cry  and  her  swoon  had  awakened  within 
him  ? 

At  that  moment  Mr.  Meredith  hurried  into 
the  room,  and  Theodore  gave  his  daughter  into 
his  arms.  Some  agitating  thought,  it  was  evi- 
dent, had  already  occupied  the  father's  mind, 
and  left  him  hardly  room  for  wonder. 

"Poor  girl!"  he  said  in  a  low  tone  to  Theo- 
dore. "  This  .fainting-fit  looks  as  if  it  were  an 
omen — as  if  she  could  have  known  I  have  cruel 
ncAvs  for  her.  Rhodes  I  that  boy  to  whom  she 
was  engaged — to  whom  I  was  for  so  long  all 
that  a  father  could  be — has  married  a  dancing- 
girl  belonging  to  the  Opera  House  in  Berlin ! 
That's  the  story  brought  to  me  in  the  telegram 
I  have  in  my  hand  !" 

Theodore  did  not  remain  much  longer  that 
night.  When  Cynthia  began  to  show  signs  of 
returning  life  and  consciousness,  he  felt  that  he 
had  better  leave  ;  and  he  left.  But  he  went 
home  with  a  wild  hope  glowing  in  his  heart 
which  lighted  his  way  like  a  sun. 

He  visited  the  house  next  day,  and  found 
Cynthia  alone,  by  the  piano,  in  the  same  room. 
After  some  stammered  unmeaning  words,  he 
said : 

"  Miss  Meredith— Cynthia !" 
She  started. 

"  One  question  I  must — I  will  ask  of  you  ! 
Why  did  you  faint  last  night  ?" 

Without  raising  her  eyes  she  spoke  in  a  low 
tone : 

"  First  tell  me — why  do  you  leave  us  ?" 
"  I  felt  that  I  must  leave  you — because  I  love 
you !" 

"  And  I  fainted — because  you  were  about  to 
leave  us — to  leave  vie 

The  revelation  was  complete ;  and  the  story 
is  told.  Professor  Rhodes  still  retains  his  chair 
at  the  university,  and  has  a  wife  who  shares 
his  studies,  and  holds  his  heart  in  hers. 


THE  INDIAN: 

WHAT  WE  SHOULD  DO  WITH  HIM. 

PERHAPS  no  more  striking  evidence  of  the 
powerful  influence  of  works  of  fiction  can 
be  shown  than  the  belief  in  the  heroism,  bravery, 
and  manliness  with  which  the  great  novelist 
Cooper  invested  the  person  of  the  American 
Indian.  Sculpture,  which  is  sometimes  the 
highest  embodiment  of  the  poetic  and  the 
ideal,  has  also  lent  its  wondrous  eloquence  to 
this  belief,  for  nothing  could  express  pathos 
and  manly  strength  dethroned  more  graphically 
than  Crawford's  noble  figure  of  the  American 
Indian.  And  then  the  poetry  of  verse  has  done 
its  work,  and  in  the  magic  lines  of  "Hiawat- 
ha" the  savage  has  been  lifted  up  and  carried 
back  into  the  charmed  circles  of  myths  and 
shadows.  What  the  American  Indian  was,  is 
in  some  measure  the  special  property  of  the 
poet  and  the  artist,  into  whose  picture  is  woven 
the  romantic  and  the  ideal ;  yet  the  historian 
Avho  traces  the  existence  of  the  Indian  from  the 
hour  when  the  first  settlers  landed  upon  the 
shores  of  this  continent  up  to  the  present  time 
will  invariably  fill  up  but  one  outline.  It  is 
that  of  barbarism  with  more  than  its  usual  char- 
acteristics of  cunning  and  cruelty.  As  fast  as 
the  white  man  has  moved  into  the  interior  he 
has  met  with  implacable  hostility  and  resist- 
ance. Step  by  step  the  retreating  path  of  the 
red  man  has  been  marked  with  blood  and  fire. 
Neither  by  peaceful  means  nor  by  force  of  arms 
has  he  succumbed  to  the  influences  of  civiliza- 
tion. Industry  and  frugal  habits  are  foreign 
to  his  nature.  He  hates  subjection  to  law ;  he 
despises  thrift  and  order. 

The  writer,  in  the  years  1855,  1856,  passed 
several  months  in  Kansas  in  the  cabin  of  a  half 
white  and  half  Indian  of  the  Shawnee  tribe, 
which  for  many  years  had  been  under  the  in- 
fluence of  a  mission  school.  During  that  time 
I  came  to  know  the  people  very  well,  and  this 
acquaintance  was  extended  over  the  Kansas 
River,  into  the  reservations  of  the  tribes  of 
Delaware  and  Wyandot  Indians.  Among  the 
latter  there  were  men  of  some  education  and 
character ;  but,  with  half  a  dozen  exceptions, 
among  the  Shawnees  and  Delawares  I  saw  no- 
thing of  the  good  influences  of  civilization  and 
Christianity.  Under  peculiarly  advantageous 
conditions,  the  people  rejected  the  better,  and 
accepted  the  worst,  that  belongs  to  civilized 
life. 

My  host  at  the  time  of  which  I  speak  was 
altogether  the  best  Indian  I  ever  met.  He  had 
had  a  conviction  of  the  truth  of  Christianity, 
and  tried  to  carry  it  out  in  his  daily  life ;  but 
it  was  almost  comical  sometimes  to  see  his  half- 
savage  nature  in  conflict  with  what  he  had  been 
taught  of  the  humility  of  Christ.  The  fierce 
inclination  to  cut  the  throat  of  his  ofl"ending 
neighbor  was  quickly  followed  by  repentance 
and  prayer.  He  forgave,  but  did  not  forget. 
But  a  more  forcible  illustration  of  the  uncon- 
1  vertible  disposition  of  the  Indian  could  not  be 
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given  than  was  found  in  the  experiences  of  this 
same  man,  who  had  passed  fifteen  years  as  a 
missionary  with  the  Kickapoos.  He  avowed 
to  me  that,  with  all  his  effort,  he  had  never  been 
able  to  save  one  soul  to  Christ. 

With  such  untoward  natural  attributes  is  it 
not  astonishing,  in  a  nation  like  ours,  boasting 
of  its  high  refinement  and  superior  civilization, 
that  the  afi"airs  of  the  Indians  should  for  many 
years  have  been  shamefully  mismanaged  ?  This 
is  a  mild  phrase  to  use,  for  the  control  and  di- 
rection of  Indian  affairs  have  been  the  means 
by  which  millions  of  treasure  have  been  stolen. 
The  Indian  Ring  has  been  another  name  for  cor- 
ruption, theft,  and  villainy. 

One  of  Hawthorne's  most  subtle  and  power- 
ful tales  is  called  '*  liappicini's  Daughter."  The 
heroine  of  the  story  is  the  only  daughter  of  an 
old  chemist,  who  has  brought  her  up  from  child- 
hood to  live  upon  the  most  deadly  poisons.  Her 
system  had  become  so  impregnated  with  pois- 
ons that  to  her  they  were  food  and  nourish- 
ment. The  flowers  in  the  old  man's  garden 
gave  forth  such  noxious  odors  that  the  birds 
and  insects  fell  lifeless  to  the  ground  :  to  the 
young  girl  they  were  richest  perfumes. 

The  wondrous  art  of  the  writer  has  made  ev- 
ery line  and  word  of  this  story  to  be  instilled 
with  noxious  vapors.  The  very  air  you  breathe 
is  malarious,  and  you  rise  from  its  pages  Avith 
a  confused,  dazed  sense,  as  if  you  too  were  un- 
der its  baleful  influence. 

Such  has  been  the  horrible  blight  of  the  In- 
dian King.  Prom  one  end  to  the  other,  and 
through  all  its  courses,  there  has  been  dishon- 
esty. The  poison  seemed  to  pervade  the  very 
atmosphere  of  Indian  afiairs  ;  to  enter  it  was  to 
die  the  moral  death.  In  Washington,  New 
York,  on  the  Plains,  every  where,  there  was 
a  combination  to  defraud.  But,  worst  of  all, 
on  the  border,  where  the  Indian  was  unprotect- 
ed, far  removed  from  chance  of  detection,  the 
robbery  was  most  barefaced.  The  Indian  was 
wronged  and  cheated  in  every  way.  Now  and 
then  some  missionary  society  would  get  among  | 
them ;  but  how  can  the  Bible  reach  the  heart 
when  the  brain  is  stupefied  with  whisky  ?  As 
we  have  before  indicated,  the  Indian  did  not 
have  much  virtue  to  boast  of,  but  what  little  he 
had  became  demoralized.  The  sutler  who  sold 
goods  cheated  him,  the  agent  who  paid  him  his 
annuities  robbed  him,  the  official  who  represent- 
ed the  great  power  of  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment defrauded  him.  Treaties  were  broken, 
pledges  betrayed,  and  the  name  of  white  man 
became  another  term  for  deception  and  fraud. 
What  wonder  the  Indian  became  a  worse  than 
Bedouin  Arab,  with  his  hand  against  every 
man,  and  every  man's  hand  against  him ! 

This  had  come  to  be  the  state  of  aff'airs  when 
General  Grant  was  inaugurated  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  then  a  new  policy  was 
instituted. 

The  President  and  the  officers  of  his  army 
had  had  experience  with  the  Indians.  They 
had  fought  them  and  knew  their  cunning,  their 


strength,  and  their  helplessness  as  well.  They 
knew  also  the  wickedness  and  foul  dealing  of 
the  Indian  Ring,  and  resolved  to  break  up  the 
whole  nefarious  business.  The  Ring  struggled 
hard  for  existence.  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives, public  men  in  high  places,  strove  to  main- 
tain the  organization ;  but  Grant,  Sherman, 
Schofield,  Sheridan,  Hazen,  and  the  rest,  were 
resolved  to  destroy  it.  A  Peace  Commission 
was  appointed,  one  of  which  was  General  Sher- 
man, who  met  in  council  the  chiefs  of  the  dif- 
ferent tribes,  and  made  new  treaties  with  them, 
by  which  several  of  the  tribes  were  to  be  located 
upon  new  reservations  in  a  more  southern  part 
of  the  Indian  Territory.  Over  these  reserva- 
tions were  appointed  officers  of  the  army ;  men 
whose  bravery  in  war  had  been  tested  in  a  hun- 
dred battles,  whose  honesty  of  heart  and  integ- 
rity of  purpose  were  beyond  cavil. 

The  plan  of  treatment  for  the  Indians  which 
was  conceived  and  put  in  successful  operation 
by  one  of  these  officers  is  the  theme  which  has 
inspired  this  article.  It  is  hoped  that  the  firm, 
humane,  practical  common-sense  of  this  scheme 
will  attract  the  active  support  of  that  large 
class  of  good  people  who  in  this  country  make 
public  opinion,  so  that  Congress  will  legislate 
upon  the  subject  in  the  interest  of  honesty  and 
humanity. 

It  is  the  wisdom,  skill,  and  patience  of  Bre- 
vet Major-General  Vi.  B.  Hazen,  I  am  con- 
vinced, that  has  solved  the  greatest  difficulty 
of  the  vexed  Indian  question. 

I  need  not  stop  here  to  tell  Avho  this  officer 
is.  In  the  late  war  his  name  appears  with 
great  honor  in  many  battles,  and  as  that  of  the 
hero  of  Fort  M'Allister,  with  more  of  brilliancy 
and  prominence  than  at  any  other  time,  but 
not  with  more  desert.  Later,  it  has  been  as- 
sociated with  the  Indian  question,  but  in  a 
way  so  fragmentary  and  desultory  that  the  pub- 
lic at  large  are  not  aware  of  what  he  has  done, 
nor  how  vitally  important  it  is  that  his  work 
should  be  continued.  His  scheme  first  sug- 
gested itself  to  him,  he  says,  during  the  sum- 
mer of  186G,  when  crossing  the  Plains  from 
Omaha  to  San  Francisco,  through  the  most 
hostile  portions  of  the  Indian  country.  He 
made  this  journey  on  horseback  and  in  an  am- 
bulance, occupying  some  four  months,  during 
which  time  he  never  saw  one  hostile  Indian. 
With  such  an  experience,  it  seemed  absurd  to 
him,  who,  it  should  be  remarked,  bore  a  wound 
received  in  one  of  his  many — long  time  ago — 
fights  with  the  Indians,  that  the  nation  should 
be  all  the  while  agitated  about  a  few  thousand 
savages  who  were  not  so  terrible  but  that  a 
gentleman  could  thus  ride  through  their  coun- 
try without  molestation.  The  plan  of  treat- 
ment which  suggested  itself  to  him  was  em- 
bodied in  a  report  which  was  sent  to  Congress 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  in  January,  1867. 
In  this  report  he  says:  "Allot  to  each  tribe, 
arbitrarily,  its  territory  or  reservation,  and 
make  vigorous,  unceasing  war  upon  all  who 
do  not  obey  and  remain  upon  their  grounds. 
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When  once  thoroughly  whipped,  there  will 
afterward  be  no  trouble  with  them.  Prohibit 
all  sales  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  impris- 
on all  who  are  known  to  violate  this  law.  If 
necessary,  feed  the  Indians,  but  give  them  no 
implements  of  war." 

It  is  only  lately,  and  after  experience,  that 
this  sketch  of  a  plan  has  been  matured  into  a 
well-organized  system  which  will  be  more  def- 
initely explained  as  the  history  of  the  experi- 
ment is  unfolded  in  these  pages;  but  it  con- 
sists, in  the  main,  in  forcible  retention  of  the  In- 
dians upon  the  reservations,  under  a  governor 
who  shall  have  civil  and  military  authority, 
and  who  shall  have  both  military  and  civil  as- 
sistants. The  Indians  are  to  be  fed  and  clothed, 
provided  with  means  of  instruction,  agricultur- 
al tools,  and  allotted  portions  of  ground  for  cul- 
tivation, so  that  they  may  be  taught  to  support 
themselves.  Under  the  old  system  they  wan- 
dered about  as  they  pleased,  robbing  and  kill- 
ing the  settlers  and  wayfarers,  appearing  at 
stated  times  at  the  agency  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  their  annuities,  with  guns  and  ammuni- 
tion, with  which  to  repeat  their  depredations.  . 

I  have  given  above  a  brief  sketch  of  the 
method  which  General  Hazen  has  put  In  op- 
eration after  the  Indian  has  been  induced  to 
go  upon  the  resen^ation.  Perhaps  it  would 
be  more  in  order  if  the  means  of  getting  them 
there  had  been  first  discussed.  It  is  not  nec- 
essary here  to  describe  in  detail  the  manner 
in  which  an  Indian  war  should  be  conduct- 
ed. In  this  matter  General  Hazen  evinces  his 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  subject.  In  this  re- 
port and  in  other  places  he  argues,  in  common 
with  General  Sully  and  other  Indian  fighters, 
that  winter  campaigns  should  be  undertaken 
and  pushed  vigorously ;  but  General  Hazen  es- 
pecially insists  that  there  is  no  need  to  kill  these 
people.  Like  all  ignorant  aborigines,  they  have 
enlarged  imaginations,  and  are  easily  alarmed. 
A  small  force  should  be  kept  all  the  while  in 
motion,  breaking  up  their  camps  and  villages, 
forcing  them  on  to  their  reservations.  This  pol- 
icy persistently  pursued,  the  Indians  will,  after 
a  while,  come  to  the  belief  that  the  government 
not  only  means  to  keep  faith,  but  that  the  In- 
dians shall  remain  where  they  are  placed,  un- 
der guard,  and  carefully  protected. 

It  is  worth  while  at  this  point  to  explain 
away  a  serious  misapprehension  Avhich  obtains 
very  generally  throughout  the  country  as  to  the 
number  of  hostile  Indians.  We  sometimes  read 
of  250,000  of  these  people  as  being  inimical  to 
us  ;  but  this  includes  the  entire  number  within 
our  borders.  It  includes  the  New  York,  Shaw- 
nee, Delaware,  Wyandot,  Choctaw,  Cherokee, 
and  a  score  of  other  tribes  of  peaceful  Indians. 
The  numbers  that  are  hostile  have  always  been 
exaggerated.  If,  as  it  is  expected,  we  can  keep 
quiet  those  on  the  southern  reservations,  includ- 
ing the  Kioways,  Arrapahoes,  and  Cheyennes, 
the  only  ones  left  are  the  Apaches  of  Arizona, 
who  do  not  exceed  a  thousand  warriors,  and  the 
Sioux,  with  kindred  tribes  of  the  Upper  Mis- 


souri River,  not  to  exceed  five  thousand  war- 
riors. All  together,  north  and  south,  there 
are  not  ten  thousand  warriors  who  would  fight, 
and  these  are  disorganized  and  scattered  in 
bands  in  widely  separated  sections  of  country. 
It  is  well  to  recall  the  memory  of  the  cam- 
paign of  General  Canby  in  1862-63,  who  sub- 
dued and  brought  to  terms  all  the  Navajoe 
Indians  by  carrying  on  the  war  in  the  manner 
we  have  described.  This  tribe  were  the  most 
numerous,  intelligent,  and  warlike  of  all  the 
Indians  in  the  middle  country,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  most  inaccessible ;  and  they 
were  completely  conquered  without  the  loss 
of  a  single  soldier  or  killing  one  Indian.  To 
be  sure  the  campaign  lasted  twelve  months; 
but  at  the  final  surrender  many  of  the  Indians 
were  mere  skeletons  from  fatigue  and  actual 
want  of  food.  This  method  of  "wearing  out" 
was  at  the  bottom  of  Grant's  later  campaigns 
in  the  war  of  rebellion ;  but  in  its  application  to 
the  Indians  it  will  require  few  if  any  additional 
troops.  It  is  a  show  of  war  actively  applied  until 
all  the  Indians  give  up  the  contest ;  and  it  is  an 
important  fact  thafc  no  tribe,  once  thoroughly 
whipped,  and  which  has  consented  to  go  upon 
a  reservation,  has  ever  again  given  us  trouble. 
There  are  scores  of  examples  of  the  truth  of 
this  statement.  And  let  it  be  taken  note  of, 
that  if  the  Cheyennes  take  the  war-path  again 
next  summer,  it  will  be  because  they  were  not 
well  whipped  last  winter,  for  the  expedition  in 
pursuit  of  them  halted  and  passed  the  winter 
in  quarters  and  idleness  when  it  might  have 
accomplished  its  full  mission. 

In  the  narration  of  events  which  follows,  it 
will  be  seen  that  General  Hazen  has  acted  in 
obedience  to  the  definite  orders  of  General 
Sherman  ;  but  it  is  fair  to  infer  that  so  much  as 
embraces  in  these  orders  the  plan  of  treatment 
of  the  Indians  which  we  so  warmly  approve  of 
was  in  answer  to  the  suggestions  of  General 
Hazen,  especially  to  those  which  were  most 
fully  embodied  in  his  letter  of  June,  1867,  to 
Senator  Henderson,  Chairman  of  Indian  Aff'airs 
in  the  Senate,  and  one  of  the  Indian  Peace  Com- 
mission. 

In  pursuance  of  the  peace  policy  set  in  mo- 
tion by  the  Commission,  commanders  of  de- 
partments, districts,  and  posts  were  ordered 
to  consider  themselves  as  agents  of  the  Plains 
Indians,  so  as  to  affbrd  them  temporary  support 
to  conduct  them  to  their  reservations.  When 
Indian  civilian  agents  were  present  with  the 
tribes  the  military  were  not  to  interfere,  except 
to  report  irregularities. 

General  Harney  was  placed  in  command  of 
the  Sioux,  in  the  north  ;  General  Getty,  of  the 
Navajoes,  in  New  Mexico  ;  Major  Lamotte,  of 
the  Crows,  at  Fort  Ellis  ;  General  Augur,  of 
the  Shoshones,  Snakes,  and  kindred  tribes,  in 
the  Department  of  the  Platte ;  while  General 
Hazen,  in  the  south,  had  control  of  the  new 
reservations,  which  were  bounded  on  the  east 
by  the  State  of  Arkansas,  south  by  Texas,  north 
by  Kansas,  and  west  by  the  one  hundredth 
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meridian  of  longitude.  Upon  these  had  been 
located  the  Cheyennes,  Arrapahoes,  Kioways, 
Comanclies,  and  such  other  bands  as  might 
hereafter  be  located  therein.  Of  all  but  the 
last-named  command  there  is  no  need  of  fur- 
ther notice  here  ;  but  of  the  gentle  creatures 
confided  to  the  care  of  General  Hazen,  we 
might  say,  as  did  the  famous  recipe  for  cook- 
ing a  hare  :  "  First  catch  him,"  and  so  on.  Of 
all  the  Plains  Indians  these  were  the  most  faith- 
less, wandering,  and  aggressive ;  and  a  more 
hopeless,  thankless,  laborious  task  could  not 
well  have  been  intrusted  to  any  man,  especially 
to  a  gallant  soldier  who  had  won  fame  and 
glory  at  the  cannon's  mouth. 

What  General  Sherman  thought  of  all  this 
will  be  seen  in  his  personal  letter  to  General 
Hazen  accompanying  the  military  order  assign- 
ing him  the  command.    It  is  dated  at 

Head-Quarters  Military  Division  of  tub 
Missouri,  August  14,  1868. 

General  W.B.  JIazcn,  U.S.A.,  en  route  to  Fort  Leaven- 
worth, Kansas: 

General,— I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  inclose  you 
a  copy  of  my  Geueral  Orders  No.  4,  ui  which,  I  trust, 
yoa  will  recognize  the  faith  I  repose  in  you.  I  am  by 
]aAv  held  responsible  for  the  disbursement  of  a  large 
sum  of  money  among  Indians,  with  whom  the  Peace 
Commissions  have  been  treating. 

With  all  the  Indians  located  and  to  be  located  in 
the  districts  of  country  committed  to  your  care  there 
are  confirmed  treaties ;  and  appropriations  have  been 
made  with  resident  agents  to  apply  the  money. 
Therefore  no  more  money  is  needed  for  them ;  but 
many  of  the  Cheyennes,  Arrapahoes,  Kioways,  and 
Comanches  still  linger  above  the  Arkansas  River, 
near  their  old  haunts,  and  give  trouble.  The  co-exist- 
ence of  two  races  such  as  ours  and  the  Indian  in  the 
same  district  of  country  is  a  simple  impossibility,  with- 
out a  constant  state  of  war.  Therefore  the  Peace 
Commission  proceeded  on  the  theory  that  all  the  In- 
dian tribes  south  of  the  Platte  should,  by  gradual 
process,  be  drawn  down  into  the  district  I  have  as- 
signed to  you,  and  there  maintained  till  such  time  as 
necessity  and  their  own  experience  would  induce  them 
to  cultivate  the  earth,  and  rear  flocks  of  sheep,  cattle, 
horses,  etc.  But  the  Cheyennes,  Kioways,  and  Arrap- 
ahoes begged  to  be  allowed  to  hunt  buffViloes  as  long 
as  they  lasted  in  the  region  between  the  Platte  and 
Arkansas,  and  the  Commissiou  yielded  to  them,  and 
the  right  is  reserved  to  them  in  the  treaty.  I  will,  as 
soon  as  possible,  procure  and  furnish  you  copies  of  all 
these  treaties  ;  and  I  want  you  to  be  governed  by 
them  strictly;  but  I  have  given  you  the  sum  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  mostly  that  you  may  make  it  to  the 
interest  of  all  troublesome  Indians  to  go  down  to  their 
reservations,  and  to  stay  there  with  their  families.  If 
they  want  to  hunt  buffaloes,  try  to  arrange  it  with 
them,  and  with  General  Sheridan,  so  that  no  conflicts 
may  arise.  Though  assigned  to  a  district  of  country, 
I  do  not  propose  to  limit  your  sphere  of  action  to  the 
boundaries  of  that  country ;  but  you  can  go  wherever 
you  know  any  Indians  to  be  who  properly  belong  to 
your  district ;  and  when  you  need  escorts,  on  applica- 
tion Geueral  Sheridan,  or  the  district  commanders, 
will  furnish  them.  DOn't  spend  any  of  your  money 
for  the  Indians  on  their  reservations,  but  use  it  to 
the  best  advantage  to  remove  them  to  their  reserva- 
tions, where  their  civil  agents  may  take  them  in 
charge.  Report  to  me  fully  all  m^itters  of  interest ; 
but  don't  hesitate  to  act  on  your  own  authority,  as  I 
expect  you,  on  the  spot,  to  be  a  better  judge  than  I 
can  be.  Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  Sherman,  Lt.-General. 

In  this  letter  of  the  great  soldier  there  is  all 
of  his  perspicacity,  directness,  and  comprehen- 


sive knowledge  of  the  situation,  nor  did  he  un- 
der-estimate  its  difficulties.  One  would  have 
supposed  that  they  would  have  begun  among 
the  savages  of  the  Plains,  but  not  a  week  had 
elapsed  from  the  date  of  the  above  letter  before 
a  protest  came  from  the  Indian  Bureau  that 
Order  No.  4  would  conilict  with  the  agents  of 
the  Bureau,  and  General  Sherman  was  obliged 
to  explain  his  instructions  and  orders  as  not  to 
mean  any  such  interference.  The  result  of  this 
was,  however,  at  the  outset,  to  deprive  General 
Hazen  of  the  authority  most  needed  in  the 
premises,  although  the  subsequent  absence  of 
all  but  one  of  the  civilian  agents  gave  him 
larger  liberty  of  action. 

THE  PAYMENT. 
In  September  following  these  assignments  to 
command  over  the  Indians  we  find  that  hostil- 
ities have  again  broken  out  on  the  Plains.  Gen- 
erals Sheridan  and  Hazen  are  at  Fort  Lamed 
holding  council  with  Lone  Wolf,  Kicking  Bird, 
Sa-tan-te,  Timber  Mountain,  and  Little  Heart, 
of  the  Kioway  nation,  and  Ten  Bears  and  other 
chiefs  of  the  Comanches,    These  two  tribes, 
the  Kioways  and  Comanches,  have  come  in  from 
the  Plains  in  the  hope  of  getting  their  annuities 
paid  them ;  and  the  smoke  from  the  camp-fires 
of  their  lodges  rises  from  the  ravines  and  among 
the  forest  trees.    A  most  picturesque  sight  is 
usually  to  be  seen  at  these  "payments,"  as 
they  are  called.    On  the  day  fixed  by  the  law 
the  Indians  gather  at  the  fort  or  station  where 
the  agent  is,  or  ought  to  be,  in  readiness  to  pay 
the  tribe  over  which  he  has  charge.    The  In- 
dians are  either  in  camp  upon  some  stream 
near  the  agency,  or  they  come  in  from  a  dis- 
tance ;  but  in  either  case  they  are  clothed — 
ornamented,  perhaps  it  will  be  nearer  the  truth 
to  say — in  all  the  splendor  of  full-dress.  The 
fashionable  costume  of  the  red  man  is  not  sub- 
ject to  the  variable  moods  of  the  Parisian ;  in- 
deed it  has  not  undergone  any  change  within 
the  knowledge  of  man.    When  he  consents  to 
wear  clothes,  he  puts  on  a  deer-skin  coat,  and  a 
pair  of  leggins  and  moccasins  of  the  same  ma- 
terial.   All  of  these  articles  are  richly  colored 
with  various  hues,  and  bordered  and  variegated 
with  bright  metal,  beads,  and  stones.    His  head- 
dress is  sometimes  made  of  feathers,  but  some 
of  the  tribes  cut  their  hair  close  to  the  scalp, 
leaving,  however,  a  ridge  of  longer  hair  running 
over  the  top  of  the  head,  into  which  is  stuifed 
all  sorts  of  bright  paints,  red  usually  predomin- 
ating.    The  faces  are  bedaubed  and  spotted 
and  streaked  with  red,  yellow,  blue,  and  other 
colors,  so  completely  disguising  the  gentleman 
that  you  would  not  recognize  him  even  were  he 
your  most  intimate  friend.    Many  of  the  tribes 
do  not  clip  their  hair  or  paint  their  fiices ;  but, 
in  any  guise,  they  are  all  picturesque  as  they 
come  in  mounted  upon  their  gayly-caparisoned 
ponies,  dashing  over  the  ground  at  full  speed, 
sometimes  singly,  most  often  in  knots  of  two  or 
three,  or  even  larger  groups.    I  ought  to  say 
here,  with  regard  to  the  costume  of  the  Indians, 
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that  I  have  seen  interesting  specimens  of  them 
who  wore  more  even  than  the  celebrated  Georgia 
costume,  which  was  said  to  consist  of  a  shirt- 
collar  and  a  pair  of  spurs.  My  friends  were 
naked,  Avith  the  exception  of  a  stove-pipe  hat,  a 
waistcoat,  and  a  pair  of  spurs.  As  they  were 
usually  intoxicated  when  in  this  disguise,  it 
should  not  be  laid  to  their  bad  taste. 

In  the  old  time  the  ceremony  of  paying  the 
annuities  was  not  a  very  laborious  one,  for  the 
money  or  goods  were  distributed  to  the  heads 
of  families,  or  to  the  individual  who  was  known 
to  the  agent ;  but  most  often  the  Indians,  during 
the  year,  had  run  in  debt  to  the  agent  or  to  his 
sutler  or  store-keeping  friend,  so  that  the  expect- 
ant savage  got  little  or  nothing,  and  the  little 
was  usually  in  the  shape  of  terrific  whisky,  w^hich 
soon  found  its  way  into  the  stomach  and  brain 
of  the  poor  wretch,  when  he  became  about  the 
most  irrepressible  being  that  a  quiet  man  would 
like  to  have  about.  The  vices  of  civilization 
are  never  so  horrible  as  when  displayed  in  the 
person  of  a  wild  Indian.  Upon  an  occasion  of 
this  kind  I  have  witnessed  scenes  so  shocking 
that  I  would  not,  if  I  could,  describe  them. 

When  there  was  no  check  between  the  ig- 
norant Indian  and  an  unscrupulous  agent,  it 
will  be  believed  that  there  was  a  vast  difference 
between  the  appropriations  made  by  Congress 
and  the  values  paid  to  the  Indian  ;  and  that,  in 
most  instances,  the  so-called  "  payment"  was 
a  farce  which  was  played  to  amuse  the  nation 
while  the  thieves  filled  their  pockets.  The 
chiefs  of  the  Kioways  and  Comanches,  with  their 
tribes,  had  come  up  to  Fort  Earned  in  the  hope 
of  getting  their  annuities,  w'hich  had  been  with- 
held from  them,  and  also,  as  some  of  them 
claimed,  to  get  within  the  protection  of  the 
fort,  for  they  knew  that  the  Cheyennes  and 
Arrapahoes  were  on  the  war-path,  and  that  the 
soldiers  had  gone  out  to  find  them.  What 
other  objects  they  had  in  view  may  be  gathered 
from  subsequent  events  and  from  the  talk  in  the 
council,  a  portion  of  which  I  shall  repeat,  with 
the  further  purpose  of  illustrating  the  peculiar 
thought  and  singular  mode  of  expression  of 
these  people. 

COUNCIL  WITH  INDIAN  CHIEFS. 

General  Sheriban.  "  General  Hazeu  is  here  to  see 
about  your  going  back  to  Fort  Cobb." 

GenepwAl Hazen.  "I  have  come  ont  here  to  see  you 
and  stay  with  you.  The  Great  Father  at  Washington 
wants  you  to  go  down  to  Fort  Cobb,  and  it  will  be  to 
your  advantage  to  go.  How  soon  will  you  be  ready 
to  start  ?" 

Little  Heart.  "We  have  listened  to  what  you  say, 
and  it  is  good.  We  were  all  down  in  that  country  last 
winter.  It  is  a  bad  country,  and  we  have  two  hearts 
about  going  back.  We  heard  we  were  to  come  up 
here,  and  were  told  our  goods  were  to  be  here.  We 
left  there  Avheu  the  grass  was  young,  and  we  have  been 
waiting  ever  since,  and  no  goods  have  come.  The 
white  man  is  stronger  than  we.  Our  children  cry  for 
buffalo  meat  every  morning,  and  we  have  none  to  give 
them,  but  bread,  and  they  won't  eat  it." 

Sa-tan-te.  "  I  have  nothing  bad  to  say,  but  every 
thing  good.  lu  this  country,  between  Zarah  and 
Larned,  our  blood  is  on  the  ground.  This  was  a  long 
time  ago.  We  are  ashamed  of  our  actions  at  that 
time.   Our  blood  and  the  white  man's  blood  is  on  the 


grass  about  here.  What  I  am  telling  you  is  not  bad. 
We  love  our  white  brothers,  and  do  not  mean  to  do 
any  thing  against  them.  We  wanted  Mr.  Tappan  as 
our  agent,  and  signed  our  names,  and  sent  the  paper 
to  Washington  asking  for  it ;  but  we  don't  know  now 
who  our  agent  is.  Our  natiou  is  between  two  fires. 
The  Yutes  and  the  Osages  killed  six  of  our  young 
men,  and  we  will  be  burned  if  the  white  man  does  not 
take  pity.  Another  thing— we  want  our  blankets.  It 
is  getting  cold,  and  our  wives  and  children  want  blank- 
ets. If  we  move  down  below  here  we  will  be  cold  with- 
out them.  We  want  our  goods,  and  have  been  look- 
ing for  them  a  very  long  time.  I  kuow  it  is  useless  to 
go  to  war  with  the  whites.  The  Cheyennes  and  Ar- 
rapahoes have  shown  us  a  trail  to  follow.  But  we  will 
not  follow  it." 

TiMjsEu  Mountain.  "I  have  little  to  say.  I  am  not 
a  little  boy  nor  a  young  man ;  what  I  say  I  mean.  I 
hope  you  will  remain,  and  will  be  at  peace,  and  take 
us  by  the  hand  like  brothers.  It  is  getting  cold,  and 
we  have  no  blankets.  Our  lodges  are  poor,  as  we 
killed  no  buffalo  this  summer;  and  how  can  we  go 
south  ?  I  have  two  hearts.  If  I  should  go  to  the  Wa- 
chita  Mountains  the  snow  would  come,  and  I  should 
be  cold  without  blankets.  Your  white  people  living  on 
the  Arkansas  have  good  houses,  and  are  comfortable 
and  warm  (but  we  are  without  wood),  and  when  we 
come  in  you  look  comfortable.  I  and  my  nation  and 
the  Comanches  take  all  white  chiefs  by  the  hand,  and 
we  try  to  teach  our  youug  men  to  do  likewise.  They 
do  a  little  stealing  sometimes,  but  we  tell  them  it  is 
wrong.  Colonel  Wynkoop  has  been  here,  and  treated 
the  other  tribes  well ;  and  we  want  our  agents  to  do 
like  him.   This  is  all  I  have  to  say." 

Ten  Bears.  "My  name  is  'One-Eyed  Ten  Bears.' 
I  am  head  chief  of  the  Comanches,  and  I  hold  myself 
a  brother  to  you,  big  white  chief;  and  what  you  want 
me  to  do  I  will  do.  As  long  as  I  live  I  will  do  wljat  is 
right;  but  when  I  am  dead  I  can  not  be  responsible 
for  my  nation.  My  particular  band  have  always  made 
their  home  on  the  Arkansas.  Part  of  the  Comanches 
live  south,  but  this  is  my  home  along  the  Arkansas 
River,  and  I  never  go  south  with  them.  When  I  was 
a  boy  I  had  a  home  here,  and  hoped  when  I  died  to 
leave  my  bones  on  the  banks  of  the  Arkansas.  Be- 
fore now  and  at  this  time  my  heart  is  with  my  white 
brothers,  and  when  I  saw  the  soldiers  my  heart  was 
always  good.  [Taking  out  a  paper,  his  certificate  that 
he  had  been  in  Washington,  given  him  by  the  Depart- 
ment.] This  paper  was  given  me  by  the  Commission- 
ers at  Washington,  and  I  have  always  been  good  since 
I  had  it;  and  when  I  die  I  want  it  buried  with  me. 
My  brother  had  one  also,  but  the  rain  has  taken  it 
a\\my.  I  am  willing  to  go  with  you  [to  General  Ha- 
zen] to  Fort  Cobb,  but  I  don't  want  soldiers  to  go 
with  me — a  few  may  go.  Two,  three,  or  four.  If 
many  soldiers  go  with  us  our  squaws  and  our  pap- 
pooses  will  be  afraid ;  and  when  two  parties  ai  e  trav- 
eling together  there  are  a  good  many  fools  with  both, 
and  they  may  make  trouble.  We  don't  want  to  fight 
our  white  brothers.  Whenever  we  meet  them  we  want 
to  go  up  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  where  they  can  see  us, 
and  we  can  talk.  We  don't  want  to  fight,  but  only  to 
be  able  to  put  our  heads  up  over  the  hill  and  be  afraid. 
We  were  told  by  our  Great  Father  at  Washington  that 
we  must  hear  what  the  soldier  chiefs  said  to  us,  and 
we  always  do  so.  My  heart  is  big,  and  I  am  glad  that 
the  other  chief  [General  Hazen]  is  going  with  us,  as 
he  can  take  care  of  us.  We  want  some  arms  and  am- 
munition to  hunt  the  buffalo." 

General  SnERinAN.  "  Down  at  Cobb  is  the  place  for 
you  to  get  arms." 

Ten  Bears.  "Whatever  I  say,  my  color  does  not 
prevent  me  from  telling  the  truth,  like  the  white  broth- 
er from  Washington.  It  is  getting  dark,  and  we  want 
to  go  to  our  camp." 

General  Hazen.  "  I  will  come  down  to  your  camp 
and  see  you  to-morrow." 

This  council  broke  up  after  two  days'  session, 
with  the  understanding  that  the  Indians  were 
to  go  down  to  Fort  Cobb ';  but  as  it  would  take 
ten  days  to  bring  from  Fort  Larned  cattle  for 
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their  food,  they  were  given  that  space  of  time 
in  which  to  hunt  buffalo ;  and  on  the  following 
morning  they  had  disappeared.  Whether  or 
not  the  voices  of  the  children  of  Little  Heart 
continued  to  resound  upon  the  prairie,  crying 
for  buffalo  meat,  remains  an  open  question,  but 
certain  it  is  that  the  tribes  returned  no  more. 

Within  the  ten  days  folloAving  the  disappear- 
ance of  the  Indians  war  broke  out  in  earnest, 
the  hostile  Indians  attacking  trains,  killing  es- 
corts, assaulting  outposts,  and  committing  dep- 
redations generally.  Of  the,  family  confided 
to  the  care  of  General  Hazen,  it  is  said  that  a 
portion  were  drawn  into  the  fight ;  but  the 
larger  number,  fearing  such  a  result,  or  that 
they  would  be  mistaken  for  enemies,  made  haste 
to  get  to  Fort  Cobb,  hundreds  of  miles  away. 

It  was  originally  the  proposition  of  General 
Sheridan  that  General  Hazen  sliould  accom- 
pany the  Indians  to  their  reservation  with  a 
safeguard  (!  !  !)  of  six  men,  which  the  latter 
declined,  having  some  little  regard  for  life 
and  limb.  Fourteen  men  were  then  added  ; 
but  even  with  this  number  General  Hazen  Avas 
unwilling  to  pass  through  the  now  hostile  coun- 
try. So  he  was  obliged  to  make  a  circuitous 
route  of  over  six  hundred  miles  before  he  could 
reach  his  post  of  duty.  Here,  at  Fort  Cobb, 
he  found  two  companies  of  troops  ;  but  these 
were  quickly  reduced  to  a  guard  of  six  men, 
who  were  specially  instructed  by  orders  not  to 
do  any  other  than  merely  military  duty. 

Deprived  of  all  authority,  except  in  regard  to 
the  disbursement  of  the  $50,000  intrusted  to  his 
care,  by  the  objections  of  the  Indian  Bureau, 
and  stripped  of  all  military  authority,  and  with 
no  troops  at  his  command,  certainly  our  brave 
soldier  was  in  an  embarrassing  situation.  Here 
were  several  thousand  naked,  hungry  Indians, 
who  were  forsaken  by  their  agents  with  one  ex- 
ception, who  were  helpless,  who  wished  to  keep 
out  of  the  war,  but  who  now  looked  to  this  true 
"white  chief"  for  support  and  care.  If  ever 
fiiilure  stared  a  man  in  the  face,  Hazen  was  the 
person  who  had  the  benefit  of  a  long  look  :  but 
the  situation  was  not  more  discouraging  than 
the  heart  was  brave  and  the  will  strong  which 
met  it,  and,  in  spite  of  Indian  Rings  and  mili- 
tary envy,  General  Hazen,  by  thoroughly  gain- 
ing the  confidence  of  the  Indians  themselves, 
achieved  success.  In  all  his  efforts  and  dis- 
couragements he  had  the  warm  sympathy  and 
earnest  support  of  General  Sherman,  as  the  fol- 
lowing extracts  from  letters  will  show.  Under 
date  of  October  13, 18G8,  General  Sherman  says : 

"I  want  you  to  go  to  Fort  Cobb,  and  to  make  pro- 
visiou  for  all  the  Indians  who  come  there  to  keep  out 
of  the  war ;  and  I  prefer  that  no  warlike  proceedings 
be  made  from  that  quarter.  Both  of  the  Indian  agents, 
Boone  and  Wynkoop,  are  ordered  there  also  with  the 
annuity  goods,  which,  under  a  resolution  of  the  In- 
dian Peace  Commission,  are  to  be  distributed  by  them 
to  such  Indians  as  you  may  approve  of.  The  object 
is,  for  the  War  and  Interior  Departments  to  afford  the 
peaceful  Indians  every  possible  protection,  support, 
and  encouragement,  while  the  troops  proceed  against 
all  outside  the  reservation  as  hostile.  And  it  may  be 
that  General  Sheridan  will  be  forced  to  invade  the 


reservation  in  pursuit  of  hostile  Indians.  If  so,  I 
will  instruct  him  to  do  all  he  can  to  spare  the  well- 
disposed  ;  but  their  only  safety  now  is  in  rendezvous- 
ing at  Fort  Cobb.  I  will  approve  and  justify  any  ex- 
pense, or  any  thing  you  may  do  to  encourage  Indians 
to  come  on  to  the  reservation,  there  to  remain  at 
peace ;  while  I  will  urge  General  Sheridan  to  push  his 
measures  for  the  utter  destruction  and  subjugation 
of  all  who  are  outside  in  a  hostile  attitude.  I  wish 
you  to  remain  at  Fort  Cobb,  or  in  that  vicinity,  as  pa- 
tiently as  you  can,  looking  for  the  time  when  all  that 
are  left  of  the  Kioways,  Comanches,  Apaches,  Chey- 
ennes,  and  Arrapahoes  are  gathered  there.  Afterward, 
at  your  leisure,  they  can  be  conducted  to  and  estab- 
lished on  their  appropriate  reservations,  as  defined 

in  the  Indian  Lodge  Treaty  I  advise  you,  through 

the  Indians  themselves,  to  give  out  general  notice 
that  all  Comanches,  Kioways,  Cheyennes,  and  Arrapa- 
hoes that  wish  to  escape  the  effects  of  the  present  In- 
dian war  should  now  remove  to  the  reservations  as- 
signed them  in  their  treaty  at  the  Indian  lodge ;  that 
you  will  have  their  agencies  removed  there,  and  their 
annuity  goods  given  them,  provided  they  manifest  a 
proper  spirit  of  peace;  and  that,  pending  the  fulfill- 
ment of  the  treaty  stipulations,  you  will  use  your 
means  in  hand  to  provide  them  food  at  Fort  Cobb. 

 I  have  already  reported  to  the  proper  department 

of  government  my  wish  that  the  agencies  of  these  In- 
dians should  be  removed  to  the  Canadian  River  at 
once ;  that  annuity  goods  should  not  be  issued  at 
Forts  Larned  or  Dodge,  but  at  the  head  agencies ;  and 
that  these  annuities  should  consist,  in  chief,  of  food. 
I  propose  that  General  Sheridan  shall  prosecute  the 
war  with  vindictive  earnestness  against  all  hostile  In- 
dians, till  they  are  obliterated  or  beg  for  mercy ;  and 
therefore  all  who  want  peace  must  get  out  of  the  the- 
atre of  war,  which  will  not  reach  the  reservation  com- 
mitted to  your  care,  unless  absolutely  necessary." 

The  letter  referred  to  by  General  Sherman 
in  the  following  extract  is  one  of  several  from 
General  Hazen,  which  are  deeply  interesting,  as 
they  reveal  the  condition  of  affairs  from  time 
to  time,  but  their  length  forbids  insertion  here. 
These  letters  detail  all  the  existing  facts  which 
were  of  vital  interest ;  for  while  some  of  the  In- 
dians were  at  war,  others  were  pressing  into 
Fort  Cobb  as  the  only  harbor  of  safety,  both 
from  their  neighbors'  tribes  and  from  Sheridan's 
troops.  The  Indians  flocked  in  great  numbers 
to  this  place,  and  General  Hazen  soon  found 
himself  burdened  with  some  eight  thousand  of 
them.  They  were  without  clothes  or  food  ;  and 
although  General  Hazen  had  been  furnished 
with  $50,000  for  the  purpose  of  removing  these 
people  upon  their  reservation,  yet  it  was  not  con- 
templated that  there  would  be  an  Indian  war, 
nor  that  Fort  Cobb  was  to  be  to  all  the  peace- 
ful Indians  a  city  of  refuge.  It  was  also  sup- 
posed that  the  agents  of  the  Indian  Bureau 
wotild  exercise  some  care  over  their  tribes,  and 
distribute  their  usual  rations  and  payments  to 
the  tribes ;  but  only  one  of  the  number  made 
his  appearance  ;  the  remainder,  frightened  out 
of  their  wits,  kept  their  persons  on  the  safe 
side  of  the  border.  Thus  General  Hazen  sud- 
denly found  upon  his  hands  a  gigantic  responsi- 
bility, and  it  is  this  state  of  affairs  he  reports  to 
General  Sherman.  In  a  letter  dated  Novem- 
ber 23,  18G8,  General  Sherman  manfully  re- 
sponds : 

"  I  have  this  morning  received  your  most  inter- 
esting letter  of  the  7th  of  November,  with  contents, 
which  I  have  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  as  we  are 
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determined  that  Congress  shall  know  all  that  it  is 
possible  for  us  to  convey,  to  enable  it  to  make  a  final 
disposition  of  this  Indian  question  this  winter. 

•'I  know  we  are  on  the  right  track  now,  and  I  am 
well  satisfied  of  the  part  you  have  acted,  and  in  my 
Annual  Report  I  have  asked  Congress  to  appropriate 
for  you  at  once,  for  this  winter's  use,  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  ;  and  I  have  taken  the  risk 
of  giving  to  General  Sheridan  the  order  that  he  will 
supply  you  with  army  stores,  if  necessary,  to  enable 
you  to  feed  the  destitute  throughout  this  winter. 

"I  see  clearly  the  diflicullies  that  you  have  to  deal 
with,  and  now  give  you  fall  authority  to  feed,  in  the 
cheapest  way  possible,  all  the  Indians  that  may  be  in 
your  reservation,  no  matter  of  what  tribe  or  nation, 
even  if  you  must  buy  corn  and  meat  on  credit,  until 
this  whole  question  is  settled  " 

As  we  have  before  stated,  the  duties  of  Gen- 
eral Hazen  became  manifold.  At  one  time  the 
record  shows  him  to  be  in  council  with  Big 
Mouth,  White  Wolf,  Medicine  Arrow,  Mourie, 
Ben  Bow,  Ten  Bears,  and  other  chiefs,  some 
of  whom  had  come  in  from  fighting  with  Sheri- 
dan, and,  to  use  their  own  language,  "were 
full  of  war" — that  is,  had  had  enough  of  it — 
"  and  desired  to  take  their  white  brothers  by 
their  hand."  With  these  latter  General  Hazen 
had  but  little  to  say,  beyond  accepting  their  un- 
conditional surrender.  One  of  the  most  provok- 
ing trials  the  General  experienced  came  from 
the  belief  of  the  Indians  who  were  at  peace 
that  they  owned  the  territory  of  Texas,  and  that 
they  had  the  right  to  make  raids  upon  the  set- 
tlers there.  It  is  heart-rending  to  read  the  let- 
ters of  complaint  which  come  from  these  poor 
people,  whose  cattle  and  property,  and,  worst  of 
all,  whose  women  and  children,  have  been  sto- 
len by  these  marauding  bands.  In  many  in- 
stances General  Hazen  was  able  to  make  resti- 
tution, and  the  Indians  were  notified  that  war 
made  upon  the  people  of  Texas  was  as  great  a 
crime  as  if  they  went  out  to  fight  the  soldiers, 
and  that  a  repetition  of  the  offense  would  meet 
with  severe  punishment. 

At  this  time  the  position  of  the  General  was 
any  thing  but  pleasant.  Here  he  was  almost 
alone,  hundreds  of  miles  from  the  borders  of 
civilization,  surrounded  by  thousands  of  sav- 
ages, whose  very  nature  was  cruel  and  treach- 
erous, many  of  whose  hands  were  red  with  the 
blood  of  his  fellow-soldiers.  The  large  quanti- 
ty of  stores  in  his  care  was  a  constant  tempta- 
tion for  these  wretches  to  murder  him  and  his 
guard,  Avhich  had  been  reduced  to  three  men. 
That  he  escaped  unharmed  is  due  to  a  miracle 
of  Divine  Providence,  and  the  active  operations 
of  the  troops  outside,  which  kept  the  more  evil- 
disposed  in  healthy  awe. 

The  reader,  can  form  an  idea  of  the  excite- 
ments and  perils  of  the  situation  by  the  follow- 
ing interesting  account,  which  is  from  the  pen 
of  General  Hazen : 

"The  approach  of  Custer's  column  into  the 
Indian  country,  although  many  hundred  miles 
away,  was  known  to  the  Indians,  and  caused 
no  little  consternation  among  them.  They 
were  an  accurate  barometer,  and  although  there 
was  no  exact  knowledge  as  to  when  the  blow 
would  come,  and  where  from,  I  had  ordered  up 


more  troops,  and  the  entire  country  was  on  the 
tip-toe  of  expectation,  when  a  courier  arrived 
at  ten  o'clock  the  night  of  the  29th  of  Novem- 
ber, giving  the  first  intelligence  of  a  battle, 
which  subsequent  accounts  proved  to  be  accu- 
rate. The  chiefs  of  all  the  Indians  near  my 
camp  soon  gathered  in  my  tent,  to  learn  my  in- 
tentions and  give  their  own  views  of  the  situa- 
tion. As  the  troops  had  already  turned  back, 
leaving  the  hostile  Indians  in  possession  of  the 
field,  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  best-informed 
that  they  would  turn  their  attention  to  us,  and, 
as  the  interpreter  expressed  it,  'clean  us  out.' 
Runners  were  at  once  sent  to  the  camps  of  all 
friendly  Indians,  and  by  morning  we  had  mus- 
tered four  or  five  hundred  of  red,  black,  and 
white,  all  ready  to  defend  our  position,  selected 
by  the  aid  of  the  principal  chiefs,  who  showed 
a  perfect  idea  of  the  principles  of  attack  and 
defense.  By  noon,  however,  it  was  learned 
that  the  Arrapahoes  and  Cheyennes  had  no  in- 
tention of  attacking  Fort  Cobb.  Great  uncer- 
tainty continued,  keeping  all  the  camps  in  a 
condition  of  chronic  fever  until  the  15th  of  De- 
cember, when  a  courier  came  in  with  the  in- 
telligence that  a  large  army  was  some  twenty 
miles  away  on  the  Wachita,  Two  days  after, 
General  Sheridan,  with  his  command,  arrived, 
and  then  commenced  negotiations  of  peace." 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  for  the  time- 
ly arrival  of  the  troops  General  Hazen  would 
have  been  driven  from  his  post,  even  if  his  life 
had  not  been  sacrificed.  As  it  is,  his  method 
of  treatment  has  had  a  fair  trial,  and,  so  far  as 
it  has  gone,  it  has  met  with  success.  I  will 
now  devote  a  brief  space  to  the  details  of  his 
experiment,  drawing  lai-gely  for  my  informa- 
tion from  the  final  report  of  General  Hazen  to 
General  Sherman  upon  resigning  his  important 
trust  into  the  hands  of  the  Quakers  who  were 
sent  out  by  President  Grant. 

To  feed  the  starving  savages  was  the  first 
duty  which  met  General  Hazen ;  and,  simple 
as  such  a  thing  may  appear  to  one  of  our  good 
citizens  whose  account  is  respected  at  the  butch- 
er's and  baker's,  it  was  a  most  difiicult  one  at 
Fort  Cobb.  Usually  those  who  have  nothing 
ask  for  little ;  but  it  appears  that  it  had  been 
the  custom  under  the  former  thieving  system 
to  exaggerate  the  number  of  those  receiving 
rations,  and  they  were  rated  fully  double  their 
actual  number.  There  had  been  a  custom  of 
giving  about  equal  quantities  to  each  chief, 
without  much  regard  to  the  strength  of  his 
tribe.  After  much  trouble,  it  was  decided  to 
issue  the  following  allowance  to  one  hundred 
rations:  150  pounds  of  beef;  75  pounds  of 
corn  meal ;  28  pounds  of  flour ;  4  pounds  of 
sugar;  2  pounds  of  coffee;  1  pound  each  of 
salt  and  soap.  This  ration  costs  eight  cents 
for  each  ration.  From  the  fact  that  the  In- 
dians have  been  used  to  an  unlimited  supply 
of  buffalo  meat,  the  ration  of  beef  was  consid- 
ered by  them  to  be  insufficient,  and  with  their 
habits  of  extreme  wastefulness  they  complained 
of  insufficiency,  sometimes  even  to  the  point  of 
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revolt ;  and  for  this  reason  one  band  of  the  Ki- 
oways  actually  left  the  fort,  and  wandered  away 
not  to  return. 

General  Ilazen  places  great  force  upon  the 
necessity  of  continuing  this  ration,  and  believes 
that  the  entire  success  of  the  plan  depends  upon 
its  issue.  The  ration  is  not  merely  a  subsist- 
ence, but  it  is  a  subsidy  given  to  them  in  lieu 
of  the  abundant  supply  they  can  get  by  the 
chase. 

The  statement  may  seem  so  simple  as  to  be 
absurd ;  yet  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  price 
of  peace  with  the  Indians  depends  upon  a  ra- 
tion of  sugar  and  coffee.  A  few  pounds  of 
those  two  articles  are  more  powerful  than  tons 
of  powaler  and  lead.  If  these  few  items  are 
steadily  and  continuously  given  to  the  Indians, 
one-half  the  battle  is  fought  and  gained.  Our 
troopers  last  winter  rode  down  and  killed  less 
than  a  hundred  Indians  in  an  earnest  and  en- 
ergetic campaign.  At  the  same  time  some 
eight  thousand  of  them  were  kept  quiet  by 
one  man  and  his  guard  of  less  than  half  a 
dozen  men,  through  the  means  of  sugar  and 
coffee,  and  a  firm,  unchanging  demeanor.  To 
this  unhappy  Ishmael,  confidence,  first,  last, 
and  always,  is  the  vital  condition ;  confidence 
that  he  will  get  his  ration,  confidence  that  he 
will  have  his  farm,  confidence  that  he  Avill  be 
punished  swiftly,  surely,  and  fearfully  if  he 
breaks  over  his  bounds. 

I  have  mentioned  the  furnishing  of  food  as 
being  the  most  important  point  in  the  reform 
system ;  but  that  is  but  preliminary  to  the 
greater  purpose  of  finally  fixing  the  Indian  ofi 
his  reservation.  If  General  Hazen  could  have 
disbursed  the  fifty  thousand  dollars  placed  in 
his  hands  in  the  way  originally  intended,  and 
as  it  should  have  been,  instead  of  filling  up  the 
gap  made  by  the  failure  of  others  to  do  their 
duties,  he  would  have  broken  up  and  fenced  all 
the  land  ever  needed  for  the  wants  of  the  In- 
dians. He  would  have  been  able  to  build  good 
houses  for  all  the  chiefs  and  principal  men. 
School-houses  would  have  been  erected  suffi- 
cient for  the  needs  of  all  the  people.  Fruit 
trees  Avould  have  been  set  out,  wells  dug,  gar- 
dens planted,  seed  sown,  and  all  things  done 
necessary  for  the  permanent  establishment  of 
the  Indians  on  both  reservations.  As  it  is,  be- 
sides feeding  and  caring  for  these  thousands 
of  strangers,  a  good  substantial  beginning  was 
made  toward  the  great  purpose  in  the  new 
system.  Twelve  hundred  acres  of  land  were 
plowed,  a  portion  of  which  is  fenced,  and  all 
under  contract  for  fencing.  Three  hundred 
acres  are  planted  in  corn.  Over  a  hundred 
patches  of  land,  in  lots  from  a  few  rods  to  ten 
acres,  have  been  planted  by  the  Indians  with 
their  own  hands  in  gardens,  and  it  is  said  they 
are  as  cleanly  kept  as  any  in  the  States.  A 
few  substantial  houses  have  been  built  for  the 
chiefs  ;  while  they  and  very  many  of  their  tribes 
are  actually  taking  interest  in  farming.  Gen- 
<Jral  Hazen  says :  They  no  longer  speak  of  go- 
ing away  except  for  hunting,  and  seem  inclined 


to  settle  down  to  quiet,  and  in  some  measure 
industrious  lives. 

It  is  interesting  to  know  the  estimate  of  the 
number  of  Indians  in  the  district  described  in 
the  order  assigning  General  Hazen  to  his  duties 
here.    They  are  as  follows : 


Comanches  on  the  Reservation   91G 

Comanches  not  on  the  Reservation   15f)0 

Kioways  ou  the  Reservation   9SG 

Kioways  not  on  the  Reservation   100 

Apaches  on  the  Reservation   2Sl 

Caddos  on  the  Reservation   4S1 

Wachetas  and  affiliated  bands  on  Reservation  1200 

Arrapahoes  ou  the  Reservation   1153 

Cheyennes  on  the  Reservation   300 

Cheyeunes  not  on  the  Reservation   1200 

Total   8122 


General  Hazen  reports  a  large  strip  of  land 
between  the  two  reservations  which  is  yet  un- 
appropriated, and  which  would  be  sufficient  for 
all  the  Indians  in  Kansas.  I  have  said  above 
that  General  Hazen  has  w^orked  single-handed 
in  his  reform  movement,  but  credit  should  be, 
and  is  given  by  him,  to  the  active  assistance 
of  Captain  Charles  G.  Penney,  United  States 
Army,  and  to  Mr.  Boone,  the  only  one  of  all  the 
agents  Avho  was  at  his  post  of  duty. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  1869,  General  Hazen, 
in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  General  Sherman, 
closed  his  duties  with  the  Indians,  remitting 
their  case  to  the  civil  agents.  A  portion  of 
them  are  Quakers  who  were  sent  out  by  Presi- 
dent Grant,  and  General  Hazen  expresses  the 
utmost  confidence  in  their  willingness  and  their 
ability  to  carry  out  the  method  which  has  been 
so  successfully  begun. 

In  this  brief  sketch  the  writer  has  striven  to 
give  a  chapter  out  of  the  history  of  the  Indians 
in  America,  in  the  belief  that  it  will  point  the 
way  to  the  safe  solution  of  the  Indian  question. 
Let  Congress  at  once  legislate  so  that  all  mat- 
ters concerning  the  Indians  shall  be  placed  un- 
der the  supervision  of  the  War  Department. 
Subordinate  agents,  similar  to  the  Quakers  Avho 
are  now  in  service  at  Port  Cobb,  may  be  ap- 
pointed, but  they  should  act  under  the  imme- 
diate direction  of  military  authority.  Give  to 
the  Indians  sugar  and  coffee,  furnish  them  with 
plows  and  seeds,  but  let  them  at  once  and  forever 
understand  that  the  hand  that  feeds  can,  and  if 
need  be  will,  strike.  The  benefits  of  the  arts 
of  peace  may  be  taught  the  red  man,  but  the 
saving  grace  of  our  reform  movement  is,  "The 
iron  fingers  in  a  velvet  glove. " 


BATHSHEBA  CAREW'S  CURSE. 

A  LEGEND  OF  THE  OLD  COLONY. 

TWO  men  stood  upon  the  edge  of  a  sharp 
cliff  overlooking  the  town  and  harbor  of 
Plymouth,  the  sparkling  white  beach  inclosing 
the  latter  with  one  long  protecting  arm,  the 
green  strip  of  land  called  Saquish,  and  the  Gur- 
net with  its  light-house ;  beyond  all  these  the 
ocean,  clear,  brilliant,  and  blue,  stretched  to  the 
horizon,  and  met  a  summer  sky  blue,  clear,  and 
brilliant  as  itself. 

The  two  men  who,  standing  upon  the  sandy 
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cliff,  overlooked  this  fair  scene  were,  as  the  first 
glance  suggested,  father  and  son,  Captain  Thom- 
as Randall  and  his  boy  Philip,  as  he  liked  to 
call  the  stalwart  young  man,  whose  six  feet  of 
stature,  goodly  beard,  and  assured  bearing  im- 
parted a  mingled  pathos  and  drollery  to  the  ap- 
pellation. But  Philip  was  an  only  son,  an  only 
child,  in  fact,  and  had  never  yet  left  his  home 
in  the  old  town,  or  shaken  off  the  luxurious  de- 
pendence in  which  his  father  had  striven  to  hold 
him.  He  had  hunted,  fished,  trained  and  driven 
his  own  horses,  played  cavalier  to  the  merry- 
making lasses  of  his  own  and  neighbor  towns, 
had  strolled  in  and  out  of  his  father's  country 
house,  and  taken  two  or  three  voyages  to  the 
West  Indies  and  the  Southern  States  in  his  fa- 
ther's trading  vessels  ;  but,  after  all  this,  Philip 
Randall's  life  was  yet  to  begin. 

Between  father  and  son  lay  a  new-made 
grave,  its  slate  head-stone,  just  set  up,  proclaim- 
ing it  the  resting-place  of  Gregory  Randall,  aged 
87 ;  while  under  the  name  and  dates  appeared 
the  following  verse,  gratuitously  added  by  the 
lapidary,  who  desired  to  add  his  mite  of  respect 
to  the  venerable  deceased  : 

"Stop  heare,  my  friend,  and  cast  au  eye; 
As  you  are  now  soe  once  was  I ; 
As  I  am  now  soe  you  must  bee ; 
Prepare  for  deth  and  follow  mee." 

It  was  to  see  this  head-stone  properly  set  that 
father  and  son  had  mounted  the  Burying  Hill, 
as  this  venerable  cemetery  was  called,  and  upon 
it  the  elder  now  sadly  gazed,  while  he  said  : 

"  Yes,  Philip,  he  was  a  good  father  and  a 
good  man,  and  I  doubt  not  has  entered  into 
rest  and  peace.  Mr.  Priest  seems  also  to  have 
done  his  work  well,  and  we  need  tarry  here  no 
longer.  And  yet,  Philip,  perhaps  this  may  be 
as  good  a  place  as  any  to  open  a  matter  which 
lieth  somewhat  heavily  at  my  heart." 

"And  what  is  that,  father?"  asked  Philip, 
his  frank  and  blithe  young  face  assuming  a 
shade  of  concern  deeper  than  the  mortuary  spot 
and  theme,  or  even  the  death  of  his  aged  rela- 
tive, had  brought  upon  it. 

"My  son,  it  is  not  matter  for  alarm  or  sor- 
row, but  rather  for  much  rejoicing,  and — and — 
but  it  behooves  us  to  walk  softly  in  the  matter, 
for  there  will  be  opposition  and  heart-burning ; 
but  a  man  must  cleave  unto  his  rights,  Philip 
— even  the  elder  and  the  parson  would  grant 
that,  would  they  not  ?" 

"Of  course,  father;  but  what  rights  of  ours 
are  periled  just  now?  Have  the  Frenchmen 
meddled  with  your  fishing  station  in  the  Penob- 
scot again,  or — " 

"Nay,  nay,  boy.  Wait,  and  I  will  satisfy 
you,  as  indeed  I  appointed  with  myself  to  do 
when  we  came  up  hither.  Philip,  you  know 
that  yesterday  I  spent  in  looking  over  your 
grandfather's  private  papers  and  such  matters." 

"Yes,  Sir,"  carelessly  replied  the  young  man, 
as  the  elder,  strangely  embarrassed,  seemed  to 
pause  for  encouragement. 

"Well,  lad,  I  found  a  very  curious  docu- 
ment among  those  papers — a  document  which 


I  never  knew  to  exist ;  and  I  can  hardly  sup- 
pose my  father  knew  of  it,  or  rather  of  its  value, 
although  the  indorsement  upon  the  back  seem- 
eth  in  his  handwriting ;  though  why  he  should 
have  written  'Just  so  much  wasted  parchment' 
across  an  instrument  enriching  himself  and  his 
cliildren  forever  it  passeth  me  to  see." 

"But  what  is  this  instrument,  Sir?"  asked 
Philip,  half  laughing ;  for  the  elder,  becoming 
absorbed  in  reverie,  stood  staring  down  at  his 
father's  grave,  with  an  expression  curiously 
compounded  of  respect,  grief,  and  reproach 
upon  his  handsome  features.  Recalled  by  his 
son's  voice,  he  looked  up,  stared  a  moment  at 
him  in  turn,  and  then  slowly  said : 

"It  is  a  deed  of  entail,  Philip,  confirming  to 
your  great-grandfather,  John  Randall,  and  his 
heirs  male,  in  regular  succession,  the  full  own- 
ership, control,  and  possession  of  a  large  tract 
of  land,  accurately  described  and  bounded,  lying 
chiefly  in  this  town  of  Plymouth,  but  extending 
into  the  town  of  Carver,  and  embracing  not  only 
much  valuable  land  in  the  outskirts,  but  a  large 
portion  of  that  in  the  very  centre  of  the  town ; 
in  fact,  my  boy,  including  every  thing  north  of 
the  Forefather's  Rock  until  we  reach  the  Cold 
Spring." 

"But,  father,  very  much  of  this  land  is  al- 
ready occupied  and  built  upon,"  objected  Philip. 
"  Why,  it  would  take  in  those  houses  upon  what 
they  intend  to  call  North  Street." 

"It  will  take  in  all  of  North  Street,  Phil- 
ip," replied  Captain  Randall,  complacently,  and 
meeting  his  son's  look  of  perplexity  and  dismay 
with  one  of  triumphant  satisfaction. 

"  It  takes  in  all  of  North  Street,  Philip,  and 
you,  my  boy,  will  be  the  richest  man  in  Ply- 
mouth Colony  ;  yes,  or  in  the  whole  Massachu- 
setts Bay,  for  that  matter." 

"  But,  father,  the  people  who  have  built  upon 
and  improved  these  lands,  supposing  them  to 
be  their  own — " 

"They  either  become  our  tenants,  Philip,  or 
they  make  satisfaction  for  the  trespass  they 
have  committed,  by  purchasing  their  lands  at 
our  price." 

Philip  Randall  frowned,  and  dug  his  heel 
thoughtfully  into  the  spongy  turf  of  the  hill- 
side where  they  still  stood. 

"  Entail !"  exclaimed  he,  at  length.  "Why, 
who  ever  heard  of  an  entailed  estate  here  in 
New  England?   We  have  no  such  institution." 

"We  live  under  English  rule,  and  we  gov- 
ern ourselves  by  English  law,  do  we  not?"  re- 
plied his  father,  dryly.  "What  is  legal  in  the 
parent  country  can  not  be  illegal  in  the  col- 
ony." 

"  Perhaps  not,  father.  I  have  never  thought 
upon  such  matters,  and  yet  there  seems  an  in- 
justice— " 

"Stop  there,  Philip  Randall,  and  do  not  ac- 
cuse your  father  of  injustice,  in  the  same  breath 
with  the  acknowledgment  of  ignorance,  con- 
cerning this  matter.  Because  I  have,  perhaps, 
erred  in  over-indulgence  toward  my  only  child, 
do  not  suppose  that  I  intend  to  pretermit  alto- 
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gether  the  respect  and  deference  •which  is  my 
due  from  him." 

"Surely  not,  Sir ;  and  I  pray  you  to  hold  me 
excused  if  I  have  failed  in  either,"  replied  Phil- 
ip, a  little  haughtily,  while  the  frown  reflected 
from  the  face  of  the  father  to  that  of  the  son 
brought  out  a  certain  harsh,  stern,  and  determ- 
ined likeness,  boding  ill  for  any  serious  differ- 
ence that  might  arise  between  the  two. 

But  why — except  at  the  instigation  of  some 
demon  of  perversity,  just  then  whispering  at 
his  ear — why  should  Philip  Randall  have  chosen 
this  time,  of  all  others,  to  convey  to  his  father 
certain  tidings  sure  to  meet  with  determined 
opposition?  Why  prefer  just  now  a  request  to 
which  the  elder  would  scarcely  have  listened 
patiently  in  his  most  indulgent  mood  ?  And 
yet,  just  then  it  was,  as  the  two  in  a  somewhat 
sullen  silence  descended  the  path  and  turned 
into  the  Main  Street  and  homeward,  that  Phil- 
ip said  : 

"  Perhaps,  Sir,  as  Ave  are  on  family  matters, 
it  is  a  convenient  time  to  inform  you  that  I  am 
thinking  of  marriage." 

"Indeed,  son  Philip?  And  if  it  be  not  in- 
trusive, may  I  ask  if  you  have  selected  my 
daughter-in-law  ?" 

"The  name  of  the  young  lady  is  Bethiah 
Carew,"  replied  Philip,  half  sullenly,  half  de- 
fiantly. His  father  paused  and  faced  him,  the 
level  rays  of  the  rising  moon  falling  full  upon 
his  face  of  stern  astonishment. 

"Bethiah  Carew!"  slowly  repeated  he. 
"What,  the  daughter  of  yonder  old  webster, 
who  should  have  been  hung  or  burned  for  a 
witch  long  enough  ago  ?" 

"Mrs.  Carew  weaves  for  a  living,  and  she  is 
old.  As  for  the  Avitchcraft,  I  did  not  suppose 
we  believed  in  such  matters  here,"  replied  Phil- 
ip, shrugging  his  shoulders.  "It  is  fifty  years 
since  those  poor  Avretches  Avere  hanged  at  Sa- 
lem, and  the  Avorld  has  gone  on  since  then," 

"  Not  so  fast  as  to  release  children  from  their 
duty  to  their  parents,  young  man,"  replied  his 
father,  sternly.  "And  once  for  all,  I  forbid 
you  to  think  or  speak  of  this  matter  farther. 
When  you  marry  it  Avill  not  be  after  this  fash- 
ion, I  can  promise  you." 

"  I  am  tAvo-and-twenty,  Sir,"  returned  Phil- 
ip, briefly. 

"  TAvo-and-twenty  fools  in  one  then !"  roared 
his  father.    "Do  you  mean  to  defy  me,  Sir?" 

"Nothing  of  the  kind,  father,  but  only  to 
bring  to  mind  that  I  am  a  man  groAvn,  and  able 
to  judge  for  myself  as  to  a  man's  dearest  and 
most  personal  matters." 

"Very  fine— very  fine  indeed,  Mr.  Philip 
Randall ;  and  I  suppose  you  are  also  prepared 
to  earn  your  own  living,  and  that  of  your  lady- 
Avife,  and  of  her  lady-mother,  unless,  indeed, 
that  Avorthy  dame  is  to  support  you  and  yours 
by  her  praiseAvorthy  arts!" 

"I  don't  doubt  I  can  find  means  to  sup- 
port myself,  and  AvhocA^er  else  I  may  choose  to 
take  under  my  charge,"  replied  the  younger 
jnan,  doggedly. 


"And  hoAV,  pray?"  sneered  his  father,  paus- 
ing, Avith  his  hand  upon  the  gate  of  the  hand- 
some house  they  had  noAv  reached.  "  Do  you 
remember,  Sirrah,  that  every  thing  you  have 
ever  used,  or  possessed,  or  enjoyed — the  very 
coat  upon  your  back,  the  very  victual  that  sup- 
ports you — are  all  of  my  bounty  ;  that  of  your- 
self you  are  nothing,  and  less  than  nothing — 
a  beggar,  a  dependent,  a  mere  hanger-on  upon 
the  fruits  of  my  enterprise  and  industry — " 

"You  forget,  Sir,  that  our  estates  are  en- 
tailed," interrupted  Philip,  Avith  a  sneer.  His 
father's  face  grew  livid  with  rage. 

"  The  entail  can  be  set  aside,  Sir,  and  it  shall 
be !  I  Avill  claim  this  property  to  Avhich  you 
presume  to  tell  me  I  have  no  right,  and  then  I 
Avill  take  measures  either  to  secure  your  obe- 
dience, or  to  turn  you  and  your  witch's  brat  of 
a  Avife  upon  the  Avorld,  Avith  a  father's  curse  for 
your  only  inheritance." 

"A  Avitch's  brat!"  echoed  Philip  Randall, 
Avith  an  expression  Avhich  even  his  father's 
taunt  of  dependence  and  threat  of  beggary  had 
not  called  to  his  face. 

"Yes,  a  witch's  base-born  brat!"  repeated 
Captain  Randall.  "And,  once  for  all.  Sir,  I 
forbid  you  to  visit  or  speak  to  her  again.  I 
forbid  you,  do  you  understand  ?'' 

"I  understand,  Sir." 

"And  you  will  obey?" 

"And  I  most  assuredly  Avill  not  obey." 

"  You  will  not  ?" 

"  I  Avill  not  obey  you  in  this,  so  help  me  God ! " 

The  tAvo  men  stood  for  a  moment  in  the 
moonlight,  looking  full  into  each  other's  eyes — 
those  eyes  so  Avonderfully  like  in  their  stern, 
dark  determination  ;  and  then,  Avith  no  gesture 
of  leave-taking,  the  younger  turned  and  Avent 
his  Avay. 

"He  has  abandoned  his  father's  roof  for- 
ever," said  the  old  man,  Avith  even  then  a  pang 
of  anguish  Avringing  the  heart  so  iiUed  Avith 
anger  and  disappointment. 

Turning  into  the  house,  he  went  directly  to  a 
room  upon  the  second-floor,  devoted  to  his  pri- 
vate use,  and  called,  for  Avant  of  a  fitter  name, 
his  study.  Here,  as  the  clocks  Avere  on  the 
stroke  of  midnight,  he  Avas  found  by  his  wife,  a 
fair-haired,  timid,  and  delicate  Avoman,  Avho 
loved  her  husband  and  feared  him  as  much,  and 
Avho  adored  her  son  with  no  shadow  of  fear  or 
doubt. 

"  Philip  has  not  come  in,  Captain,"  said  she, 
in  a  hesitating  Avay,  for  she  had  seen  them  at 
the  gate. 

"Well,  Avhat  of  that?"  harshly  demanded  her 
lord. 

"It  is  late,  almost  tAveh'e  o'clock." 
"  I  knoAv  it.    Why  are  not  you  in  bed  ?" 
"I  Avaited  for  Philip,"  stammered  the  Avife. 
"Well,  then,  Avait  no  longer.    Get  you  to 
bed." 

"  Captain,  Avhat  does  it  all  mean  ?  Where 
is  the  boy  ?  What  have  you  done  Avith  him  ?" 
And  fair- haired  and  timid  though  she  Avas,  the 
Captain's  Avife  spoke  Avith  the  courage  of  a  be- 
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reared  mother  who  sees  an  opening  to  fight 
against  the  bereaver.  Captain  Randall  looked 
up  in  some  surprise.  Very  rarely  had  his  wife 
dared  to  question  him  thus — never,  perhaps, 
with  such  a  look  and  such  a  voice. 

"  What  ails  you,  woman  ?"  asked  he,  sternly. 
"Get  you  to  bed,  I  say;  or,  stop,  you  asked 
about  your  son  Philip.  He  has  gone  to  marry 
Bethiah  Carew,  and  I  have  bestowed  my  curse 
upon  him  for  a  marriage-portion." 

"My  boy!"  screamed  poor  Mrs.  Randall, 
vanquished  by  this  one  cruel  blow,  and  so  fell 
upon  the  floor  in  a  dead  faint.  Her  husband 
raised  her  in  his  arms,  carried  her  to  her 
chamber,  summoned  Mehetabel  Fry,  the  serv- 
ant-maid, and  went  back  to  his  study  so  soon  as 
returning  consciousness  and  a  flood  of  tears  pro- 
claimed the  patient  out  of  danger.- 

"  Yes,  go  along,  you  hard-hearted  old  flint- 
stone  I  It's  little  enough  you  care  for  fainting, 
or  crying,  or  dying,  for  that  matter,  as  long  as 
you  get  your  own  way."  In  which  words  Miss 
Fry  expressed  the  wide-spread  and  popular  esti- 
mate of  her  master's  character ;  and  yet  few  of 
his  townsmen  disliked,  very  few  opposed  him. 

Alone  in  his  stud}',  Captain  Randall  unlocked 
the  tall,  old-fashioned  secretary  brought  from 
his  father's  house  a  few  days  after  the  funeral, 
and  taking  from  it  certain  papers,  among  them 
the  Deed  of  Entail,  with  the  indorsement,  "Just 
so  much  wasted  parchment,"  he  sat  studying 
them,  referring  occasionally  to  a  rude  map  of 
Plymouth  and  its  environs,  until  the  gray  morn- 
ing light  crept  over  the  sea  and  in  at  his  un- 
shuttered window.  Just  then  Thomas  Randall 
stumbled  upon  what  he  had  been  all  that  night 
unconsciously  seeking — a  link  between  the  two 
terrible  injuries  he  considered  himself  to  have 
received  at  the  hands  of  his  son  and  the  course 
he  was  obstinately  bent  upon  pursuing;  yes,  and 
a  means  of  punishing  at  once  Philip,  the  girl 
who  had  dared  to  receive  his  addresses,  and  the 
mother  who  had  allowed  her  to  do  so. 

"Surely,  surely,"  muttered  the  Captain  to 
himself,  as  he  eagerly  read  the  description  of 
the  tract  conferred  upon  Gregorj-  Randall  by  his 
gracious  majesty  Charles  I.,  and  his  heirs  male 
forever.  "Surely,  '  the  Sagamore's  Cypress,' I 
remember  that  landmark  right  well,  and  it 
stands  fairly  to  the  north  of  Bathsheba  Carew's 
cottage.  Yes,  yes,  that  comes  within  my  priv- 
ileges, surely,  and,  by  the  sword  of  the  Lord  and 
of  Gideon,  I  will  claim  that  which  is  mine  own. " 

And  then  the  Captain  blew  out  the  candles, 
waning  and  dying  into  all  sorts  of  coffins  and 
winding-sheets  in  the  growing  morning  light, 
and  threw  himself  upon  a  sofa  for  an  hour  or 
two  of  unrefreshing  sleep. 

Almost  at  the  same  time  Bethiah  Carew, 
throwing  open  the  door  of  her  mother's  cot- 
tage for  a  breath  of  fresh  air  after  the  sultry 
night,  started  back  with  a  little  shriek  of  sur- 
prise, for  a  man  was  seated  upon  the  door-step, 
his  head  leaned  upon  his  folded  arms. 

At  sound  of  her  voice  he  rose,  and,  standing 
before  her,  showed  the  haggard  face  of  Philip 


Randall.  The  girl  stared  at  him  dumbly,  for 
indeed  there  was  that  about  him  to  freeze  any 
words  of  ordinary  greeting.  And  he  too  looked 
as  silently  at  her,  looked  as  might  a  man  who, 
having  given  all  that  he  possessed  for  the  jewel 
which  he  coveted,  examines  it  yet  once  again 
to  make  sure  that  it  is  worth  the  purchase. 
And  this  was  what  he  saw :  A  tall  and  slen- 
der girl  in  early  youth,  her  graceful  figure 
disguised  in  a  russet  homespun  dress,  whose 
short  sleeves  left  bare  a  pair  of  exquisite  arms; 
whose  brief  skirts  exposed  feet  and  ankles  as 
bare,  as  white,  and  as  beautiful  as  the  arms ; 
a  clear,  glowing  complexion,  dark  wavy  hair, 
and  a  pair  of  eyes,  brown  and  bright  and  fas- 
cinating as  the  brook  that  wells  out  from  gnarled 
oak-roots,  and  pauses  one  moment  to  eddy  and 
dimple  in  the  shadow  before  it  shoots  forth  into 
the  light  of  common  day — a  very  beautiful  pic- 
ture, framed  in  the  low  doorway  of  the  witch's 
cottage,  and  lighted  by  the  rosy  and  purplish 
gleams  of  coming  day.  But  the  man  who  has 
given  all  for  his  gem  asks  for  more  than  a  fair 
outside ;  his  purchase  must  be  genuine,  pure, 
flawless,  or  he  has  indeed  showed  himself  a 
fool,  and  lost  all,  and  more  than  all.  But  upon 
Philip  Randall's  pondering  of  this  truth  broke 
the  girl's  fresh  young  voice  : 

"  Why,  Philip,  it  is  you,  and  not  your  ghost, 
is  it  not  ?  What  is  the  matter  ?  What  has  hap- 
Ijened  ?" 

"Come  out  here,  Beth.  Come  down  to  the 
spring.    I  have  something  to  tell  you." 

"Good  gracious,  Philip!  what  is  it?"  But 
without  reply  Philip  turned  into  the  little  i^ath 
leading  through  the  meadow  to  the  spring  in 
the  grove,  and  Beth  followed,  her  bare  white 
feet  daintily  treading  the  dewy  grass,  and 
gleaming  out  from  the  daisies  and  butter-cups. 

Safely  out  of  sight  of  the  house — for,  with 
man's  justice,  Philip  was  coming  to  hate  and 
shun  Bethiah's  mother,  even  while  resolved  to 
cling  to  the  daughter — he  turned,  and,  taking 
her  hands  in  his,  said  : 

"Beth,  you  know  that  I  love  you,  and  you 
know,  too,  that  I  have  never  asked  you  to  be 
m}'  wife." 

"I  never  expected  you  would.  I'm  not  fit 
to  be  your  wife,  Philip ;  and  though  I  do  be- 
lieve you  love  me,  and  I  love  you  dearly,  Philip, ' 
I'm  an  honest  girl,  and — " 

"And  will  be  no  less  than  my  wife,  if  any 
thing,"  said  Philip,  gravely. 

"That  is  it,  Philip,"  replied  the  child  of  na- 
ture, too  pure  for  prudery.  "And  so  we  ought 
not  to  be  together,  and  you  must  not  come  here 
any  more,  and — " 

* '  Stop,  child ! "  And  Philip  smiled,  half  bit- 
terly. "You  are  hastening  to  forestall  my 
speech  of  parting;  but  I  did  not  come  here 
to  bid  good-by ;  nor  need  you  arm  your  pride 
against  one  even  poorer  than  yourself.  Beth, 
as  I  stand  here,  so  stand  I  in  the  world — alone, 
poor,  without  money,  position,  or  even  the 
knowledge  by  which  to  gain  a  livelihood.  My 
father  and  I  have  quarreled,  and  he  has  cast_ 
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me  off,  or,  rather,  I  have  left  him,  and  never, 
whatever  might  befall,  will  I  become  again 
dependent  upon  his  charity.  I  am  a  beggar, 
Beth ;  he  told  me  so  himself,  and  I  tell  it 
again  to  you ;  and  before  that  sun  reaches 
the  tops  of  the  trees  I  shall  be  gone  from 
Plymouth,  gone  for  many  a  year,  gone  to  seek 
my  fortune,  or,  rather,  to  make  it,  to  earn  it, 
to  become  a  man,  for  I  feel  that  as  yet  I  am 
none.  Beth,  will  you  have  me  for  your  hus- 
band, beggar  as  I  am  ?" 

The  girl  turned  swiftly,  laid  her  arms  around 
his  neck,  her  head  upon  his  breast. 

"You  are  still  so  far  above  me,  dear,"  whis- 
pered she ;  and  Philip,  gathering  her  closer  to 
his  heart,  felt  that  all  he  had  given,  and  more 
had  it  been  his  to  give,  was  not  too  much  to 
pay  for  the  treasure  of  pure  and  unstinted  love 
thus  poured  out  before  him. 

After  a  while  the  lovers,  returning  to  the 
things  of  this  world,  began  to  discuss  plans  by 
which  Philip  was  to  gain  a  livelihood  for  the 
two,  and  also  another  plan  of  more  immediate 
urgency.  Tliis  was  no  other  than  a  secret  mar- 
riage, and  Beth's  removal  to  the  house  of  some 
humble  friends  of  Philip's  in  Boston. 

"Truth  to  tell,  Beth,"  said  he,  after  all  other 
arguments  had  ftiiled,  "I  care  not  to  leave  you 
with  your  mother  longer.  She  has  not  favored 
my  visits,  and — and — in  sooth,  I  can  not  be  easy 
unless  you  are  away  from  her,  and  with  those  I 
know." 

The  reason  was  no  reason,  as  they  both  felt, 
Philip  knowing  in  his  heart  that,  should  he  con- 
fess that  he  feared  his  father's  persecution  of 
both  mother  and  daughter  when  he  should  not 
be  there  to  defend  them,  Bethiah  would  cling 
all  the  more  closely  to  the  parent  thus  threat- 
ened, while  she  saw  beneath  Philip's  embar- 
rassment a  distaste  he  had  not  always  con- 
cealed for  her  mother's  speech,  manners,  and 
character.  A  sudden  ll;i!^h  of  conviction  show- 
ed the  girl  that  here  the  path  divided,  here  the 
choice  between  parent  and  husband  was  to  be 
made — that  to  possess  both  was  now  become 
impossible ;  and,  clinging  closer  to  her  lover's 
breast,  she  made  her  choice,  and  sealed  it  Avith 
her  tears. 

"Oh,  Philip!  if  I've  got  to  give  up  mother 
for  you,  it's  no  matter  how  soon  I  do  it." 

"Then  come  with  me  now — this  morning  I" 
exclaimed  Philip,  eagerly,  and  yielding  to  the 
impulse  to  turn  his  back  and  withdraw  Beth 
from  that  place  and  that  companionship  at 
once,  and  without  fear  of  detention.    But  the 
girl  would  not  quite  consent  to  this,  and  her 
grief  at  feeling  compelled  to  thwart  any  plan 
of  Philip's  was  so  apparent  as  to  disarm  him 
of  the  displeasure  he  felt  tempted  to  use  as  a 
weapon.     So  at  last  it  was  agreed  that  the  two  j 
should  walk  that  morning  to  Kingston,  where  i 
they  might  be  married  by  the  magistrate,  as  was  j 
then  the  custom  of  the  colony,  and  that  the 
next  morning  they  would  return,  tell  Mrs.  Ca- 
rew  what  they  had  done,  and  bid  her  farewell. 

But  although  Bethiah  consented  to  this 


scheme,  it  was  as  she  would  have  consented  to 
lay  her  hand  upon  the  block  and  suffer  it  to  be 
chopped  off  had  Philip  bid  her ;  and  even  when 
she  had  left  him  to  return  to  the  house  and  col- 
lect the  little  parcel  of  finery  without  which  not 
even  she  would  consent  to  be  married,  Bethiah 
turned  back  to  clasp  her  hands  and  piteously 
ask : 

"Oh,  Philip  I  is  there  no  other  way?  Must 
I  steal  away  from  her  so  ?  Is  it  right,  Philip  ? 
is  it  right  ?" 

"It  must  be  so,  Beth.  Does  not  the  Bible 
say  that  for  this  shall  man  or  woman  leave  fa- 
ther and  mother  and  cleave  only  to  the  partner, 
thenceforth  to  be  one  flesh  and  one  life  with 
their  own?  It  is  right,  Beth  ;  and  I  wish  it,  I 
ask  it,  for  love  of  me." 

"I  will  go,  Philip.  Wait  here,  and  I  will 
return  anon." 

So  Beth  crept  into  the  house,  made  her  little 
preparations,  and  crept  out  again  without  dis- 
turbing the  old  mother,  not  yet  awaked;  and  a 
few  moments  later  the  two  set  forth  together 
upon  the  road  to  Kingston,  and  upon  the  road 
of  their  mutual  life. 

The  blithe  summer  day  came  up  from  the 
ocean,  and  wheeled  its  fervid  hours  across  the 
sky  until  they  brought  noon — sultry,  breathless, 
and  exhausted ;  and  Bathsheba  Carew,  stand- 
ing in  her  cottage  door,  searched  the  familiar 
landscape  once  again  for  trace  of  her  missing 
child.  The  line  of  the  sandy  road,  white  and 
dazzling,  stretched  away  from  her  little  house 
toward  the  town  a  full  mile  before  it  hid  itself 
in  the  pine-wood,  whose  balsamic  odor,  drifting 
toward  her  upon  the  light  breeze,  mingled  with 
the  sweet  sharp  note  of  the  locust  to  express  a 
summer  heat  such  as  no  other  scent  or  sound 
expresses.  But  old  Bathsheba  did  not  heed 
the  heat,  did  not  smell  the  pines,  or  listen  to 
the  locust.  With  one  hand  set  upon  her  hip, 
and  the  other  shading  her  sharp  black  eyes, 
she  stood  there  in  the  doorway,  a  picture  as 
striking,  if  not  as  beautiful,  as  the  one  framed 
by  that  same  doorway  six  hours  before. 

"She's  gone  —  wiled  away  by  that  fellow. 
Didn't  I  tell  her  what  it  would  come  to?  But 
when  did  a  girl  in  love  listen  to  reason?  If 
ever  I  see  him  or  his  proud  father — ha !  Avhat's 
tliat?" 

The  muttering  ceased ;  the  wandering  eyes 
fixed  themselves  steadily  upon  the  point  where 
the  road  emerged  from  the  Avood,  and  never 
wandered  again  ;  for  in  the  little  cavalcade  just 
coming  into  sight  Bathsheba  saw  the  promise 
of  an  answer  to  her  cry  for  satisfaction  or  re- 
venge. The  central  figure  of  this  cavalcade 
was  a  man  sixty  years  old,  but  tall,  straight, 
strong  as  youth — a  man  of  iron  jaw  and  un- 
flinching eyes,  a  haughty  bearing  and  unyield- 
ing mien — a  man  in  whom  all  men  trusted,  be- 
cause he  never  yet  had  swerved  from  his  word 
or  his  will,  whether  for  good  or  evil. 

"Captain  Randall,  and  two  constables  at  his 
back  I"  whispered  Bathsheba  once  more;  and 
then,  folding  her  arms  across  her  breast,  she 
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leaned  lightly  against  the  door-post,  and  stood 
waiting  for  her  guests. 

The  tramp  of  their  horses'  feet  came  up  the 
little  hill,  along  the  sandy  track,  and  paused  at 
her  door.  The  keen  black  eyes  of  the  old  wo- 
man fixed  themselves  upon  the  leader's  face, 
but  no  word  or  gesture  acknowledged  his  pres- 
ence. The  sheriff  and  his  assistant  leaped  from 
their  horses  and  fastened  them,  but  Captain 
Randall  rode  close  to  the  door  without  dis- 
mounting. Still  looking  steadily  into  his  face, 
Bathsheba  read,  as  if  it  had  been  printed  there, 
the  humiliation  and  agony  through  which  the 
man's  soul  had  passed  during  the  night  just 
gone.  Hard  and  pitiless  and  cruel  she  found 
it ;  and  yet  beneath,  above,  pervading  this  ex- 
pression, there  lay  another,  and  Bathsheba  rec- 
ognized it,  and  grimly  smiled. 

"Do  you  come  looking  for  your  son,  Cap- 
tain Randall?"  asked  she,  mockingly,  at  last; 
and  the  sudden  spasm  crossing  the  white  face 
of  the  man  before  her  told  how  truly  her  chance 
shaft  had  sped. 

"What  have  you  to  do  with  my  son?"  de- 
manded he,  fiercely,  and  speaking  in  a  thick, 
unnatural  voice.  "  I  have  come  here  to-day  to 
give  you  a  warning." 

"Ay?  And  you  shall  get  one  in  return,  I 
promise  you.  I  was  coming  down  to  see  you 
to-day." 

"Warning  to  quit  these  premises,"  pursued 
Captain  Randall,  not  noticing  the  intimation. 

"  '  Quit  these  premises !'  "  echoed  Bathsheba, 
unmoved.  "And  why  should  I  quit  the  house 
where  I  was  born  and  bred,  and  Avhere  I  mean 
to  die  ?  Why  should  I  quit  it,  excejit  for  my 
grave.  Captain  Thomas  Randall?" 

"Because  it  is  mine — my  property;  do  you 
understand?  And  although  my  father  and 
grandfather  allowed  you  and  others  to  occupy 
their  land,  they  never  intended  to  bestOAv  it 
upon  you.  The  line  of  my  property  extends  to 
the  Sagamore's  Cypress  in  this  direction,  and 
that  is  some  rods  beyond  any  thing  you  have 
ever  claimed.  The  land  is  mine,  and  I  no  lon- 
ger choose  that  you  should  occupy  it ;  do  you 
understand?  The  house  you  have  chosen  to 
put  upon  it  becomes  mine  also  ;  but,  on  condi- 
tion that  you  and  yours  should  leave  this  town 
and  this  part  of  the  country,  I  will  give  you 
whatever  two  honest  men  will  say  that  it  is 
worth  ;  and  you  may  come  to  my  office  to-mor- 
row and  receive  the  money.  But  if  ever  you 
come  within  my  reach  again,  I  will  throw  you 
into  jail  for  rent  and  damages ;  and  there  you 
may  live  and  die,  unless  your  master  helps  you 
out." 

During  this  harangue  Bathsheba,  hardly 
changing  her  position,  had  gathered  herself  to- 
gether, as  it  were,  slightly  raised  her  head, 
slightly  opened  her  eyes,  and  set  her  thin  lips 
closer,  Avhile  every  muscle  in  her  sinewy  frame 
seemed  to  grow  tense  and  ready  for  action.  As 
before  she  had  looked  not  unlike  a  somnolent 
serpent,  so  now  she  resembled  the  same  ser- 
pent— venomous,  startled,  coiled  for  a  spring. 


and  sure  to  carry  death  in  that  spring.  As 
Captain  Randall  paused,  and  moved  his  hand 
heavily  across  his  forehead,  she  said,  in  a  sup- 
pressed voice : 

"You  really  mean  to  turn  me  out  of  this 
house,  and  off  this  land,  where  I  and  mine  have 
lived  for  fifty  years  or  more  ?  You  really  think 
to  drive  me  from  this  town,  and  throw  the  price 
of  my  stolen  home  at  my  feet  that  it  may  carry 
me  out  of  vour  sight  ?  Is  that  vour  meaning, 
Captain  Randall  ?" 

"Yes.  You  will  leave  this  house  within  a 
week,  or  I  will  burn  it  over  your  head." 

"I  will  not  go." 

"  You  will  not !  I  tell  you,  witch,  that  you 
shall  go,  even  though  you  bring  your  master,  the 
devil,  and  a  legion  of  his  imps  to  defend  you  I 
You  shall  go  if  I  drag  you  from  the  place  with 
my  own  hands.  Yes,  you  and  that  light  o'  love, 
your  daughter,  too." 

"My  daughter!  And  if  she  be  a  light  o' 
love  to-day,  who  yesterday  Avas  as  honest  a  girl 
as  ever  stepped,  whose  fault  is  it,  Thomas  Ran- 
dall— whose  but  your  son's?  Yes  his,  and  none 
but  his  ;  and  of  him  and  you  I  ask  back  my  girl ; 
and  you  sliall  give  her  to  me,  or  I  will  have 
the  town  about  your  ears.  What  have  you  done 
with  her  ?  where  is  she  ?  where  is  Philip  Ran- 
dall ?" 

"He  is  gone,  and  you  and  she  have  wiled 
him  away ;  you  Avith  your  devilish  spells,  and 
she  with  her  Avanton  smiles ;  but  I  Avill  have  my 
revenge,  I  Avill  have  justice.  So  sure  as  God  is 
in  heaA-en,  you  shall  be  burned  for  a  Avitch,  and 
she  set  in  the  stocks  and  lashed  out  of  the  town  as 
a  lewd  and  Avanton  Avoman ;  your  house  shall  be 
scattered  to  the  four  Avinds,  and  your  name  pass 
into  a  by-Avord  of  infamy.  You  have  robbed 
me  of  my  son,  and  you  shall  pay  me  even  to  the 
uttermost  farthing,  even  to  the  last  gasp  of  your 
Avretched  breath  and  the  last  drop  of  your  evil 
blood.  You  have  defied  me,  and  I  Avill  not 
spare  you ;  so  surely  as  God  liveth,  you  shall 
die  the  death  appointed  for  such  as  you ! " 

He  raised  his  hand  above  his  head,  as  if  ap- 
pealing to  Heaven  for  a  Avitness  to  his  Avords, 
Avhile  his  face  flushed  a  deep  red,  then  returned 
to  its  former  ghastly  pallor,  Avhile  his  eyes  fixed 
themselves  upon  the  face  of  the  Avoman  Avith  a 
stare  of  deadly  animosity,  strangely  underlaid 
Avith  a  look  of  awful  terror  and  distress. 

Meeting  that  strange  and  terrible  look,  Bath- 
sheba CarcAv  stepped  one  step  forward,  and 
holding  his  eyes  with  her  own,  glittering  and 
snake-like  noAv,  she  sloA\ly  said  : 

"And  so  surely  as  God  liveth — yes,  and  so 
surely  as  the  devil  liA'eth,  and  hath  poAver — I 
will  not  die  until  you  are  dead  before  me;  I 
Avill  not  leave  my  home  until  you  have  left  yours 
for  the  grave-yard ;  I  Avill  not  leave  this  tOAvn 
until  you  have  left  this  earth ;  I  Avill  not  be 
burned  as  a  AA'itch  until  you  have  died  like  a 
dog,  Avanting  priest  and  leech  and  shelter.  You 
haA-e  threatened  me,  Thomas  Randall,  and  I 
curse  you ;  I  curse  you  Avith  the  black  and 
deadly  curse  of  the  AvidoAv  and  the  fatherless, 
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and  the  poor  and  the  oppressed ;  I  curse  you 
body  and  soul — and  lo,  the  curse  descends!" 

She  extended  her  arm,  the  long,  bony  finger 
quivering  like  a  serpent's  tongue,  and  pointed 
full  in  the  face  of  him  she  had  cursed;  and  as 
she  did  so  tlie  look  of  terror  and  distress  grew 
and  grew,  and  overflowed  the  look  of  rage  and 
menace,  and  the  deep  crimson  flush  mounted 
again  across  the  livid  white  of  the  set  face,  and 
reached  the  brain ;  and  then,  with  one  wild, 
gasping  cry,  and  a  futile  grasp  at  the  fallen 
rein,  Thomas  Randall  swayed  heavily  sideways 
in  his  saddle,  and  but  for  the  attendants  would 
have  dropped  to  the  ground  at  Bathsheba  Ca- 
rew's  very  feet. 

"He  is  dead.  I  cursed  him,  and  the  curse 
has  fallen!"  said  she,  quietly,  and  going  into 
her  house,  shut  and  barred  the  door.  The 
two  men,  more  afraid  of  her  than  of  their  dy- 
ing master,  mounted  in  hot  haste,  and  galloped 
down  the  hill ;  a  fcAv  moments,  and  even  the 
sound  of  their  horses'  feet  died  upon  the  sultry 
air ;  and  there  he  lay  alone,  his  head  upon  the 
witch's  door-stone,  his  majestic  figure  trailed 
in  the  dust  she  had  trodden  ;  there  he  lay  dy- 
ing like  a  dog,  as  she  had  said,  uncomforted, 
untended,  unsheltered,  unforgiven. 

Half  an  hour  later  the  men  returned  with 
others,  and  with  a  conveyance ;  but  Thomas 
Randall  was  dead  before  they  came,  and  it  was 
but  his  discolored  and  fearsome  corpse  that 
they  carried  back  to  the  terrified  and  weeping 
woman  Avho  waited  for  it,  and  too  late  lav- 
ished upon  it  the  tenderness  and  care  without 
which  he  had  died. 

He  was  always  good  to  me — always  good 
to  me  ;  and  Philip  has  gone  too,"  moaned  she, 
over  and  over  again  ;  for,  weak  in  all  else,  this 
poor,  pale  woman  was  very  strong  in  loving,  and 
mourned  herself  into  her  grave  not  many  months 
after  her  stern  and  absolute  lord. 

The  next  morning  a  light  wagon  drove  up 
to  the  door  of  Bathsheba  Carcw's  cottage,  and 
from  it  stepped  Philip  Randall,  with  Bethiah  his 
wife.  These  were  days  before  telegraph,  post- 
office,  or  active  communication  of  one  town 
with  another;  so  that  no  rumor  of  yesterday's 
tragedy  had  wandered  from  Plymouth  to  Kings- 
ton, and  the  young  people  had  come  to  make 
their  confession,  and  to  bid  farewell  to  the  old 
mother,  if  not  gayly,  at  least  cheerfully,  for  the 
light  of  the  new  day,  risen  upon  their  lives,  was 
strong  enough  and  rosy  enough  to  hide,  or  at 
least  to  overlay,  all  ugly  things  of  yesterday ;  and 
Philip,  with  Beth  at  his  side,  could  forgive  her 
mother  for  the  part  she  had  unconsciously  played 
in  his  quarrel  with  his  father — could  even  for- 
give her,  almost,  for  being  Bethiah's  motlier, 
and  had  already  explained  to  his  attentive  wife 
how  generous  he  intended  to  be  toward  her  aft- 
er he  had  earned  the  fortune  they  neither  of 
them  doubted  was  awaiting  him. 

The  door  was  fastened ;  and  after  Bethiah 
had  gone  round  to  the  brook  door  at  the  back, 
and  found  that  fast  also,  Philip  knocked  long 
and  loudlv,  and  then  the  two  stood  waiting, 
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the  young  man's  feet  upon  the  spot  where  yes- 
terday his  father's  gray  head  had  lain.  Per- 
haps it  was  the  subtle  communication  between 
animate  and  inanimate  nature  that  suggested 
his  next  words : 

"Beth,  my  darling,  what  if  I  should  leave 
you  here  for  an  hour  or  so,  and  go  down  into 
the  village  just  to  bid  my  father  good-by  ?  He 
can  not  be  so  hard  upon  me  now  that  I  have 
gone  from  his  house  forever,  and  may  never 
set  eyes  on  him  again  ;  he  must  treat  me  as  a 
man  at  least,  and  not  as  an  ungrateful  beggar, 
as  he  did  in  our  last  interview.  And  then,  my 
mother — I  must  see  my  mother  again,  Beth ; 
for  now  that  I  have  you,  I  love  my  mother 
better,  because  of  your  common  womanhood. 
Shall  I  go,  Bethiah'?" 

"Yes,  dear;  I  would  gladly  have  you,"  re- 
plied the  wife,  eagerly.  "I  can  not  bear  to 
think  that  through  poor  me  you  should  have 
quarreled  with — " 

But  just  then  her  words  were  awfully  cut 
short  by  a  wild  shriek  from  within  the  closed 
house — a  shriek  of  mad  terror,  long,  shrill, 
wavering,  piercing  the  quiet  summer  morning 
like  the  curse  falling  upon  Eden.  Beth  stopped, 
turned  white  and  still,  and  clung  to  Philip's 
arm  in  silent  horror ;  nor  was  he  undaunted. 

"What  was  it?"  muttered  he,  at  length; 
and  the  two  stood  looking  at  each  other,  as 
if  each  would  make  sure  that  his  own  fancy 
had  not  played  him  a  horrible  trick. 

"It  was  real — it  was  in  the  house,"  whis- 
pered Beth,  her  lips  white,  and  her  voice  trem- 
bling as  if  in  an  ague  fit.  "  Oh,  Philip !  what 
could  it  be  ?" 

"It  was  in  the  house,  and  we  must  enter," 
replied  Philip,  recovering  himself,  and  gently 
putting  aside  the  little  clinging  hands  upon  h4s 
arm.  "Is  there  an  open  window,  a  cellar 
door,  any  way  better  than  to  break  down  the 
door  ?"  continued  he,  half  aloud,  as  he  glanced 
about  for  the  means  of  entrance. 

"  The  window  at  the  end — the  window  of  my 
room  was  hardly  ever  fastened,"  murmured 
Beth,  still  shaking  with  terror,  but  leading  the 
way  around  the  house. 

Philip  followed,  and  presently  raising  the  lit- 
tle window,  guarded  only  by  its  maidenly  white 
curtain,  he  climbed  in  at  it,  and  stood  one  mo- 
ment irresolute,  looking  about  the  simple  room, 
but  yesterday  a  shrine  of  mystery  and  love  to 
him. 

"  Open  the  door  and  let  me  in,  Philip,  first 
of  all,"  whispered  Beth  at  the  open  window. 
"If  there's  any  thing  dreadful,  I  want  to  be 
near  you  when  you  see  it." 

Without  reply  Philip  obeyed ;  and  setting 
the  door  wide  open,  let  the  sunshine  and  Beth 
into  the  grim  old  house.  Then,  hand  in  hand, 
they  searched,  cautiously,  shrinkingly,  yet  reso- 
lutely, through  every  room,  every  corner,  always 
expecting  to  stumble  upon  some  ghastly  sight, 
to  meet  some  horrible  answer  to  the  question 
the  mind  of  each  was  asking.  The  three  rooms 
below,  the  cellar,  the  bedroom  above,  had  all 
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been  searched  ;  and  then  they  climbed  into  the 
little  garret,  unused  except  for  lumber,  and  un- 
lighted  except  by  a  single  pane  of  glass  at  one 
end.  Clinging  to  each  other's  hand,  and  stand- 
ing close  beside  the  door,  the  two  peered  through 
the  darkness,  at  first  with  renewed  apprehen- 
sion, then  with  freer  breath. 

"  No  one  is  here,  Beth — "  began  Philip ;  and 
just  then  a  low,  unnatural  laugh  almost  over 
their  heads  made  both  start  back  and  look  up. 
There,  crouched  upon  a  beam,  to  which  she 
was  busily  knotting  a  rope,  sat  Bathsheba  Ca- 
rew,  her  scant  gray  hair  streaming  down  her 
back,  her  eyes  glaring  with  the  fearful  fires  of 
madness,  her  white  lips  muttering  incessantly, 
with  now  and  then  that  hideous  laugh,  so  void 
of  mirth,  so  full  of  menace. 

"What  does  she  say,  Philip  ?" 

"  Hark  !  my  father's  name !" 

"Yes,  I  cursed  him,  and  he  was  cursed,  and 
fell  down  dead  at  my  feet — handsome  Thomas 
Randall.  When  I  was  maid  in  his  mother's 
house  I  told  him  how  I  would  go  to  destruction 
for  a  kiss  of  his  proud  lips,  and  he  bade  me  go 
then  if  I  Avould,  but  not  for  that.  Handsome 
Tom  Randall !  Oh  !  how  I  loved  him,  and  how 
I  hated  him,  and  I  cursed  him,  and  he  died ; 
laid  there  in  the  hot,  sweltering  sun  at  my  door- 
step, and  not  a  hand  to  brush  away  the  files 
from  his  dead  face — the  beast  of  the  field  might 
have  kissed  his  lips  then — and  I  sat  looking  at 
him  until  they  took  him  away,  and  never  cared 
to  kiss  him  then.  I  cursed  him  and  he  died, 
and  I  shall  die;  and  then  he  will  love  me,  and 
I  shall  have  my  kiss  at  last — yes,  at  last,  and 
at  last — all  things  come  round  at  last,  and  why 
not  that—" 

She  had  the  rope  knotted  now,  and  the  noose 
about  her  neck ;  and  rising  suddenly  to  her  feet, 
with  another  such  shriek  as  that  which  had  first 
alarmed  them,  she  flung  herself  from  the  beam 
just  as  Philip  Randall  and  his  wife  sprang  for- 
ward to  receive  her.  Before  they  could  do  so, 
however,  the  noose  drew  up  about  her  neck, 
and  the  shock,  although  not  fatal,  reduced  the 
wretched  creature  to  insensibility.  In  this  con- 
dition they  removed  her  to  a  room  below  stairs, 
and  while  Philip  watched  beside  her  Bethiah 
hastened  for  assistance.  This  w-as  not  to  be 
found  short  of  the  town  ;  and  there  the  daugh- 
ter and  wife  heard  news  that  threw  yet  an  add- 
ed horror  over  the  scene  she  had  just  left ;  and 
yet,  with  the  courage  of  true  love,  it  was  she,  and 
no  other,  who  told  Philip  Randall  the  terrible 
story  of  his  father's  death,  and  upon  her  faith- 
ful bosom  he  shed  the  strong  and  bitter  tears 
of  a  man's  wounded  heart. 

"He  died  without  forgiving  me,  without  niy 
telling  him  how  well  I  loved  him  yet,"  moaned 
he. 

"But  God  knows,  and  your  fiither  knows 
too  now,"  whispered  Bethiah,  and  tenderly 
kissed  the  bowed  head  upon  her  breast. 

Bathsheba  Carew  did  not  die,  nor  did  she 
ever  recover  her  reason,  but  spent  the  rest  of 
her  melancholy  days  in  the  house  she  had  sworn 


never  to  leave,  in  company  with  a  keeper  lib- 
erally paid  by  Philip  Randall ;  and  carefully 
overlooked  by  his  wife,  who,  amidst  all  her 
new  duties,  seldom  failed  of  a  daily  visit  to 
the  lonely  cottage  where  she  had  been  born 
and  bred. 

When  at  last  old  Bathsheba  died  they  buried 
her  upon  a  little  knoll  behind  the  cabin,  and 
for  many  a  year  the  country  folk  declared  that 
her  ghost  was  to  be  met  on  almost  any  stormy 
night  Avandering  between  the  ruins  of  her  for- 
tner  home  and  the  Sagamore's  Cypress,  wring- 
ing its  hands  and  moaning  always:  "I  cursed 
him  and  he  died  ;  he  fell  dead  at  my  feet!" 

But  the  shadow  of  this  great  mystery,  shame, 
and  sorrow  Avas  lifted  at  last  from  the  lives  of 
Philip  and  Bethiah  Randall ;  and  as  the  years 
rolled  on,  and  children  clustered  about  their 
knees,  and  men  spoke  well  of  him,  and  the 
matrons  made  honorable  place  for  her  among 
them,  the  old  story  passed  into  the  dim  and  al- 
most forgotten  memories  of  the  past,  and  the 
happy  present  filled  all  the  scene. 

But  the  entail  was  never  revived,  nor  did 
Philip  Randall  or  his  heirs  ever  claim  the  great 
estate  that  by  disuse  had  la])sed  from  their  pos- 
session into  the  hands  of  others. 


THE  GREAT  GOLD  CONSPIRACY. 

FOUR  great  financial  storms  have  swept  over 
Wall  Street  within  this  generation.  The 
first  was  the  "crisis  of  1857,"  which  was  the 
fruit  of  overtrading  on  a  credit  basis.  This 
storm  not  only  devastated  Wall  Street,  pros- 
trating the  oldest  houses,  but  laid  waste  the 
whole  country  from  Wisconsin  to  Texas,  from 
St.  Louis  to  Boston.  It  took  two  wliole  years 
for  the  nation  to  recover  from  the  shock.  The 
next  was  the  crash  of  186 J,  which  was  caused 
by  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  and  the  repudiation 
by  the  South  of  debts  due  to  the  North.  This 
storm  was  quite  severe  while  it  lasted,  and  the 
number  of  mercantile  failures  was  great.  But 
the  issue  of  paper-money,  and  the  immense  ex- 
penditures of  government  for  army  and  navy 
supplies,  alforded  speedy  rehef.  Many  houses 
which  were  rich  in  1800,  and  ruined  in  1801, 
were  richer  than  ever  in  1803.  In  Wall  Street 
this  storm  was  not  as  fatal  as  that  of  1857  or 
that  of  1864. 

The  latter,  which  is  the  third  on  our  list,  was 
simply  an  eddy  in  the  spring-tide  of  the  infla- 
tion which  had  followed  the  issue  of  irredeem- 
able paper-money.  For  many  months  after  the 
first  issues  of  paper  values  remained  station- 
ary. Men  of  experience  predicted  an  advance 
in  prices,  but  they  did  not  advance.  Samuel 
Hallett  bought  stocks  enough  to  have  made 
him  richer  than  Stewart  or  Vanderbilt,  if  only 
that  fatal  secret  of  the  Indiana  Bond  Book  could 
have  been  kept  a  little  longer.  But  week  fol- 
lowed week,  and  month  followed  month,  and 
the  long-expected  rise  did  not  come.  Even 
gold  moved  but  slowly.  Financial  principles, 
however,  are  as  inexorable  as  astronomical 
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laws ;  and  at  last,  long  after  poor  Hallett  had 
been  found  out,  and  most  of  the  other  far-sighted 
operators  had  grown  weary  with  waiting,  the  in- 
flation came.    Naturally,  its  intensity  was  in 
proportion  to  the  length  of  time  it  had  been  de- 
ferred.   Gold  leaped  upward  at  the  rate  of  ten 
per  cent,  a  month.   Stocks  rose  as  rapidly.  Mer- 
chandise doubled  in  value.    Only  real  estate 
lagged  behind.    This  was  of  no  consequence, 
for  the  field  for  money-making  was  so  vast  in 
gold,  stocks,  and  goods  that  no  one  could  com- 
plain of  want  of  opportunity.   The  inflation  last- 
ed the  better  part  of  a  year,  almost  without  a 
check.    By  April,  1864,  every  man  in  the  coun- 
try had  become  a  gambler,  and  almost  every 
gambler  had  grown  rich.    The  old  stories  of 
the  South  Sea  Bubble  and  the  Rue  Quincampoix 
were  dull  and  tame  by  the  side  of  the  most  mat- 
ter-of-ftict  account  of  actual  daily  occurrences  in 
Wall  Street.   Old  saws  about  industry  and  thrift 
had  given  place  to  one  maxim :  viz.,  "  The  way 
to  grow  rich  is  to  buy ;  no  matter  what,  or  at 
what  price — but  buy."   Fathers — whose  fathers 
had  warned  them  against  debt  as  the  certain 
road  to  ruin — now  counseled  their  sons  to  run 
into  debt  as  the  sure  road  to  riches.    So  that, 
about  April,  1864,  almost  every  man  in  the 
country  had  bought  something  on  credit  at 
prices  which,  to  staid  observers,  seemed  mon- 
strous, and  Avere  certainly  unprecedented.  In 
so  headlong  a  race  a  check,  sooner  or  later,  was 
inevitable.    The  strongest  and  swiftest  tide  has 
its  eddies.    Sound  as  were  the  theories  of  the 
gamblers  for  a  further  rise,  in  the  main,  they 
overlooked  the  law  that  violent  reactions  in- 
variably checker  periods  of  inflation.  The  course 
of  bubbles,  like  that  of  true  love,  never  does  run 
smooth.    One  day  an  accident  happened.  Mr. 
Chase  dropped  into  the  Treasury  building.  It 
is  idle  to  blame  him,  as  was  the  fashion  at  the 
time.    If  he  hadn't  punctured  the  expanded 
balloon,  somebody  else  would.     It  chanced 
that  he  applied  the  pin,  and  in  a  couple  of 
days  Wall  Street  went  through  a  panic  whose 
severity  surpassed  that  of  1857.    Gold  fell  forty 
per  cent. ;  good  stocks,  like  Fort  Wayne,  fell 
sixty  per  cent. ;  some  of  the  most  respectable 
houses  went  down  with  all  hands  on  board  ;  and 
after  three  days'  gale.  Wall  Street  Avas  left  such 
a  scene  of  desolation  that  the  hardest  heart  was 
moved  to  pity. 

In  those  days  the  Stock  Exchange  was  held 
in  a  room  to  which  the  entrance  was  on  Will- 
iam Street ;  the  windows  looked  on  Beaver 
Street.  It  was  a  close  body.  No  one  was 
admitted  to  the  "  call  of  stocks"  without  the 
special  permit  of  the  President ;  and  whenever 
debate  arose  visitors  were  promptly  expelled. 
In  those  days  there  was  no  Long  Room,  where 
"  the  market"  flourished  and  fluctuated  up  and 
down  between  the  calls.  Whatever  changes 
took  place  occurred  on  the  call.  To  be  close 
at  hand  at  the  critical  moment  was,  therefore, 
vital  to  an  operator.  Five  thousand  a  year 
was  said  to  have  been  bid  for  the  exclusive 
privilege  of  listening  at  the  keyhole  of  the 


main  door  of  the  Exchange.  And  it  was  cer- 
tainly a  highly  esteemed  compliment  to  be  in- 
vited to  spend  an  hour  during  the  morning  call 
in  a  room  adjacent  to  the  Board,  which  was  pop- 
ularly kiiown  as  Room  No.  9.  Of  that  room 
Morse,  the  leader  of  the  day,  was  an  habitual 
frequenter.  The  veteran  Henry  T.  Morgan 
dropped  in  two  or  three  times  of  a  morning 
to  give  his  report  on  the  market.  Seated  in 
his  wooden  arm-chair  in  his  favorite  corner, 
Avith  his  feet  propped  against  the  table,  the 
millionaire  Bush  was  ready  with  a  pleasant 
word  for  every  one,  but  was  quick  as  thought 
to  appreciate  and  act  upon  the  lightest  flutter 
which  presaged  a  change  in  the  market.  Be- 
side him  very  often  sat  Judge  Balcom,  a  keen 
and  cool  operator,  who  beguiled  the  time  while 
waiting  for  quotations  with  anecdotes  of  the  bar 
and  the  bench.  And  there  Avere  others — hoAv 
shall  I  recall  them  all  ?  Some,  like  poor  Morse, 
have  gone  to  their  last  account ;  not  a  fcAV,  then 
spectators  or  operators,  have  become  brokers ; 
some  have  faded  out  of  vieAv,  as  men  do  in  Wall 
Street  after  a  long  course  of  misfortune ;  and 
one  has  become  very  prominent  indeed.  This 
is  Henry  N.  Smith.  He  Avas  then  chiefly  knoAvn 
as  a  young  man  frora  Buffalo,  Avho  had  made 
some  money  in  that  city,  and  Avas  on  here  spec- 
ulating— a  small  man,  Avith  a  HebreAv  cast  of 
countenance,  a  rusty  red  beard,  and  a  pair  of 
very  sharp  eyes.  It  Avas  said  of  him  that  he 
Avas  one  of  the  A'ery  fcAv  operators  in  the  street 
Avho  not  only  did  not  lose,  but  actually  made 
money,  during  the  panic  of  1864.  Provi- 
dence Avas  kindly  reserving  him  for  the  lead- 
ing part  in  the  next  drama  of  the  kind  that 
was  to  be  produced  on  the  boards  of  Wall 
Street. 

When  the  Avar  endued  Ave  all  knew  Ave  should 
have  a  panic.  Some  of  us,  like  Mr.  Hoar,  ex- 
pected that  greenbacks  and  volunteers  would 
be  disbanded  together.  Others  expected  gold 
to  fall  to  101  or  102  in  a  fcAV  days.  Others 
foresaAV  a  collapse  of  manufacturing  industry, 
OAving  to  the  cessation  of  government  purchases. 
But  Ave  all  kncAV  a  "  crisis"  Avas  coming,  and, 
having  set  our  houses  in  order  accordingly,  the 
"  crisis,"  of  course,  ncA-er  came.  Gold  dropped 
to  1265^,  and  then  rallied.  Cotton  dropped  at 
one  time  to- 9c/.  in  Liverpool,  but  rallied  so 
quickly  that  buyers  at  9c?.  doubled  their  money 
Avithin  six  months.  Stocks  fluctuated  up  and 
doAvn,  as  their  Avont  is,  but  on  the  Avhole  rose 
as  much  and  as  often  as  they  fell.  After  Avait- 
ing  three  or  four  years,  people  grcAV  tired  of 
expecting  the  long-deferred  panic,  and  trade 
went  on  much  as  usual.  In  1868  Avheat  sold 
for  more  money  than  it  had  ever  commanded 
during  the  Avar.  The  cost  of  living  was  no  less 
than  it  had  been  in  1864.  Wages  Avere  higher. 
Gold,  Avhich  had  risen  to  160  on  the  outbreak 
of  the  German  Avar,  Avas  steady  at  135  @  140. 
Stocks  Avere  rising  to  the  best -figures  of  1864. 
General  business  was  satisfactory.  The  tedious 
talk  about  a  panic  seemed  to  have  Avorn  itself 
out.    It  came,  as  panics  alw.ays  do,  Avhen  it  Avas 
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least  expected,  and  from  causes  which  no  one 
had  foreseen. 

There  have  always  been  a  class  of  men  in 
Wall  Street  more  or  less  allied  with  Europe, 
who  have,  in  their  own  language,  considered 
gold  "the  cheapest  article  in  the  market.  Sir." 
Fluctuations  in  the  price  do  not  change  their 
opinion.  They  considered  it,  seemingly,  as 
"cheap"  at  140  as  at  135.  These  men  were 
secessionists  during  the  war,  the  class  whom 
Wendell  Phillips  described  as  having  mouth, 
ears,  eyes,  and  nose  stuffed  with  cotton.  Their 
judgment  on  gold  is  probably  warped  by  their 
anti-American  feelings,  and  their  opinion  sim- 
ply amounts  to  a  creed  that  in  the  main  the 
policy  of  the  government  will  be  unsound  and 
the  conduct  of  the  people  dishonest.  It  seems 
idle  to  draw  the  attention  of  these  persons  to 
the  fact  that  in  Austria,  where  the  revenue  falls 
regularly  short  of  the  expenditure,  gold  is  only 
112,  and  that  in  Italy  it  is  but  106  ;  though 
when  a  deputy  inquired  in  Parliament,  the  oth- 
er day,  how  much  paper-money  there  was  afloat, 
the  only  answer  he  got  was  that  the  Ministry 
were  shocked  at  the  indelicacy  of  the  question. 
Now  when  Grant  was  inaugurated,  these  per- 
sons, constituting  a  large  and  influential  class, 
were  heavy  holders  of  gold ;  and  when  Alex- 
ander T.  Stewart  Avas  appointed  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  gold  dropped  on  his  appoint- 
ment to  129i,  the  dismay  among  them  was  pro- 
found indeed. 

On  Senator  Sumner's  discovery  that  the  gov- 
ernment could  not  avail  itself  of  the  ablest 
financial  intellect  in  the  country  because  Mr. 
Stewart  was  a  partner  in  a  commercial  house, 
a  clique  or  pool  was  formed  to  "  bull"  gold — as 
the  Wall  Street  phrase  is,  meaning  to  cause  the 
price  to  advance  —  and  very  heavy  purchases 
were  made  betAveen  130  and  131.  This  was  in 
March.  The  buyers  were  chiefly  the  class  al- 
ready mentioned — foreigners  in  the  main,  who 
were  ready  to  bet,  as  a  general  rule,  that  things 
would  go  wrong,  and  that  the  currency  would 
depreciate.  Their  success  was  not  flattering. 
Six  months  after  the  inauguration  of  General 
Grant  gold  was  selling  at  134,  and  people  who 
had  bought  at  130  in  March  found  that,  after 
paying  interest,  they  had  no  profit  left  on  their 
purchases.  No  great  mistakes  had  been  made 
by  government.  No  currency  panic  had  arisen 
among  the  people.  None  of  those  disasters 
had  occurred  to  which  these  bull  operators  in 
gold  had  fondly  looked  as  a  means  of  insuring 
a  profit  on  their  speculations. 

But  in  September  the  buyers  of  gold  re- 
ceived an  important  reinforcement.  Thus  far 
the  leading  men  among  them  had  been  two: 
viz.,  a  young  Englishman,  the  representative 
of  a  leading  banking  -  house  in  London,  and 
a  veteran  New  York  operator.  The  Enghsh- 
man  was  a  remarkable  person.  In  appear- 
ance he  seemed  about  twenty  years  of  age. 
He  was  small  in  stature,  and  smooth-faced, 
with  so  slight  a  mustache  that,  when  he  tried 
to  curl  the  ends,  as  he  did  in  nervous  moments, 


he  seemed  to  be  reassuring  himself  that  it  had 
not  disappeared  since  he  last  felt  it.  Yet  he 
wielded  a  money  power  that  was  almost  unri- 
valed in  our  market.  The  house  which  he 
represented  here  had  unlimited  faith  in  him, 
and  was  understood  to  have  invested  him  with 
unlimited  power  to  operate  in  gold  and  se- 
curities. Their  own  means  were  colossal,  and 
his  operations  here  were  on  a  corresponding 
scale. 

His  coadjutor  in  the  gold  movement  was  a 
type  of  a  Wall  Street  operator.  A  man  of  for- 
ty-five to  fifty  years  of  age,  small,  lean,  with  a 
sallow  face  almost  covered  with  dark  brown 
beard,  he  had  seen  more  ups  and  downs  than 
any  other  operator  of  his  day.  He  had  been 
so  often  rich  and  so  often  ruined  that  he  prob- 
ably can  not  remember  the  number  of  his 
vicissitudes.  More  than  once  he  had  been  a 
leading  member  of  tlie  Stock  Exchange.  At 
least  once  he  had  been  so  sadly  reduced  as  to 
entertain  some  doubts  as  to  how  he  was  to 
meet  his  butcher's  bill.  Yet  so  strong  was  his 
recuperative  power  that  each  successive  story 
of  his  ruin  was  quickly  followed  by  rumors  of 
his  connection  with  some  new  and  striking  op- 
eration. His  vitality  was  irrepressible.  He 
was  so  generous,  so  forbearing,  so  kind  to  the 
unfortunate  in  the  day  of  his  prosperity,  that 
he  found  friends  whenever  adversity  smote  him 
i'n  his  turn.  Even  among  those  who  could  not 
approve  his  daring  ventures,  the  rare  honesty 
which  led  him  to  pay  oiF  in  full,  principal  and 
interest,  debts  which  had  long  before  been  set- 
tled by  a  compromise,  won  for  him  stanch  ad- 
herents. It  was  said  of  him  that  he  had  never 
told  a  lie,  even  in  the  most  exciting  of  his 
speculations,  and  when  it  was  most  essential  to 
conceal  his  purposes.  A  man  of  strong  relig- 
ious feelings,  and  a  devout  member  of  the 
Church  ;  a  bountiful  giver  to  every  needy  per- 
son or  institution;  a  man  heartily  loyal  to  the 
country  in  her  hour  of  trial. 

Such  were  the  two  leaders  of  the  bull  party 
in  gold  in  September,  1869,  when,  as  we  said, 
that  party  received  important  reinforcements. 
These  reinforcements  consisted  of  the  Erie 
clique. 

Those  who  have  read  Mr.  Charles  Francis 
Adams's  "  Chapter  on  Erie,"  need  no  introduc- 
tion to  the  Erie  clique.  For  the  benefit  of 
those  who  are  not  familiar  with  that  admira- 
ble pamphlet,  it  must  be  explained  that  the 
Erie  clique  in  September  last  consisted  of  four 
persons  :  Jay  Gould,  President  of  the  Erie  Rail- 
way; JamesFisk,Jun.,  Comptroller  of  the  same; 
Frederic  A.  Lane  and  Henry  N.  Smith,  Di- 
rectors of  the  same — the  last-mentioned  being 
the  young  man  from  Buffalo  above-mentioned 
as  having  been,  in  1864,  a  visitor  at  Room  No. 
9.  Mr.  Frederic  A.  Lane's  biography  need  not 
detain  us  long.  He  is  a  very  small  gentleman 
indeed,  with  a  slight  cast  in  one  eye,  and  a  pleas- 
ing countenance,  more  expressive  of  shrewdness 
than  benevolence  ;  a  lawyer  by  profession  and 
a  Wall  Street  speculator  by  choice. 
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Mr.  James  Fisk,  Jun.,  or  Jim  Jubilee,  Jun., 
as  he  seems  to  be  generally  called  among  his 
intimates,  is  said,  by  the  Herald,  to  have  been 
in  his  youth  a  peddler,  and  subsequently  a  dry- 
goods  dealer  in  Boston.  He  made  his  debut  in 
Wall  Street  some  years  ago  as  one  of  the  "con- 
fidential men"  of  Mr.  Daniel  Drew,  and  figured 
in  that  capacity  until  his  intercourse  with  Mr. 
Drew  was  checked  by  an  unkind  intimation 
that  his  society  was  unwelcome  in  the  office 
where  Mr.  Drew  made  his  head-quarters.  No- 
thing daunted,  Mr,  Fisk  opened  an  office  of  his 
own,  and  with  an  infatuation  which  we  dare  say 
he  finds  it  somewhat  difficult  to  account  for, 
Mr.  Drew  began  to  visit  there,  and  soon  became 
Fisk's  principal  customer.  The  firm  was  Fisk 
andBelden,  the  same  Belden  who  shall  presently 
figure  largely  on  the  scene  of  the  gold  conspira- 
cy. The  firm  did  not  flourish  long.  Scandal 
stated  that  they  were  unfortunate  in  their  selec- 
tion of  a  bank,  and  that  a  stiff-necked  genera- 
tion of  cashiers  and  presidents  imposed  intol- 
erable restraints  on  the  transaction  of  their 
business.  Ere  long  an  election  in  the  Erie 
Railway  Company  took  place.  To  the  aston- 
ishment of  all  men,  Mr.  Fisk  was  elected,  and 
Mr.  Drew,  who  had  made  him,  was  left  out  in 
the  cold.  The  skillful  acrobat  flung  down  the 
ladder  by  which  he  had  climbed.  Then  ensued 
the  "  chapter  of  Erie."  Forty  millions  of  stock 
was  issued,  and  the  proceeds  disposed  of,  Mr. 
Fisk  knows  how.  The  Atlantic  and  Great 
Western  Road  was  seized,  and  fierce  grabs 
were  made  at  the  Cleveland  and  Pittsburg, 
the  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  and  the  Albany  and 
Susquehanna.  Fisk's  genius  was  universal. 
He  acquired  railroads  and  steamboat  lines  ;  he 
owned  an  opera-house,  a  bevy  of  ballet  dan- 
cers, a  lawyer,  and  the  showiest  team  in  New 
York.  The  only  difficulty  with  him  was  his 
temper,  which  was  warm.  A  large  burly  man, 
with  a  bull-dog  face  and  heavy  mustache,  he 
was  apt,  especially  in  his  periods  of  success,  to 
bully  people  more  than  is  generally  liked. 
Hence,  it  must  be  confessed,  there  were  those 
among  his  fellow  railway  directors  and  finan- 
cial operators  who  did  not  regard  him  with 
the  respect  and  aflection  with  which  he 
might  naturally  have  been  expected  to  inspire 
them. 

The  last  member  of  the  Erie  clique — Jay 
Gould  —  is  not  a  prepossessing  man  in  ap- 
pearance. He  is  small,  cadaverous,  bearded, 
with  sunken,  glittering  eyes.  He  hardly  ever 
speaks.  While  you  speak  he  listens,  and  looks 
at  you  Avith  eyes  which  freeze  and  fascinate. 
In  the  gold  conspiracy,  of  which  he  was  the 
leading  spirit,  out  of  twenty  witnesses  hardly 
three  can  testify  that  he  ever  spoke  to  them. 
But  he  keeps  up  a  monstrous  amount  of  think- 
ing, and  is  unquestionably  one  of  the  boldest 
operators  of  our  time.  He  sprang  from  no- 
thing to  the  control  of  the  Erie  Railway.  Once 
inside,  he  wedged  himself  there  with  acts  of 
the  Legislature.  When  money  was  wanted,  a 
few  thousand  shares  of  Erie  were  always  easily 


issued.  When  a  bold  stroke  was  intended, 
a  judge  was  always  on  hand  with  a  supply  of 
injunctions.  So,  with  money  and  the  law  on 
his  side,  and  a  great  deal  of  natural  capacity, 
Mr.  Jay  Gould  had  raised  himself  to  a  leading 
position  in  the  railway  world  at  the  time  he  re- 
solved to  take  a  hand  in  the  gold  movement 
of  September. 

At  the  time  these  parties  began  to  operate 
with  vigor  in  gold  the  supply  of  coin  in  our 
market  was  not  over  twenty  millions,  and  was 
probably  less.  The  government  held  from 
ninety  to  ninety -five  millions,  about  twenty 
millions  of  which  were  a  special  deposit  repre- 
sented by  gold  certificates  that  were  afloat  in 
the  banks  and  in  the  hands  of  the  people.  De- 
ducting these  twenty  from  ninety-five,  we  have 
seventy-five  millions  as  the  amount  of  gold 
actually  owned  by  government.  Out  of  this 
sum — swelled  as  it  would  be  by  the  customs 
receipts  of  the  fall  months — the  November  and 
Januaiy  interest  was  to  be  paid.  After  setting 
aside  this  interest  money,  the  government 
might  sell  the  balance.  Mr.  Boutwell  was  at 
the  time  actually  selling  gold,  a  million  at  a 
time,  in  pursuance  of  a  plan  advertised  and 
thoroughly  well  known.  And  there  seems  to 
be  no  doubt  that  at  a  very  early  period  in  Sep- 
tember the  conspirators  received  assurances, 
from  a  quarter  in  which  they  reposed  confi- 
dence, that  the  advertised  plan  of  sales  would 
not  be  deviated  from. 

It  is  hardly  necessaiy  to  say  that  there  is 
not  the  slightest  reason  for  supposing  that  these 
assurances  came  either  from  the  President  or 
from  Mr.  Boutwell.  When  Fisk,  with  char- 
acteristic impudence,  asked  General  Grant  what 
he  proposed  to  do  in  reference  to  selling  gold, 
the  President  simply  replied :  "It  would  be 
hardly  fair  to  tell  you,  would  it?"  But  there 
were  those  around  the  throne,  and  behind  the 
throne,  who  presumed  on  relationships  and  the 
good-nature  of  the  President  to  button-hole 
him  on  this  gold  question  ;  and  who,  forgetting 
that  silence  does  not  always  give  consent,  in- 
terpreted his  reticence  to  mean  acquiescence, 
and  in  his  name,  but  without  his  authority,  as- 
sured the  conspirators  that  the  government 
would  not  interfere  with  them. 

The  public  have  yet  to  learn  the  exact  na- 
ture of  the  relations  that  were  held  between  the 
members  of  the  clique  and  Assistant-Treasurer 
General  Butterfield.  That  they  were  in  some 
communication  seems  to  be  beyond  question. 
Fisk,  Lane,  and  Gould  have  directly,  and  in 
writing,  charged  Butterfield  with  being  a  fel- 
low-conspirator. On  the  other  hand.  General 
Butterfield  has  protested  his  entire  innocence, 
and  has  asked  for  a  court-martial  —  which, 
thus  far,  has  not  been  granted  him.  Fisk,  when 
charged  with  "  tapping"  the  telegraph  wires  to 
get  early  intelligence  of  the  purposes  of  the 
government,  replied  : 

Tap  the  wires?  Nonsense  !  It  was  only 
necessary  to  tap  Butterfield  to  find  out  all  we 
wanted." 
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But  the  General  or  his  friends,  on  the  other 
hand,  have  furnished  the  pubhc  with  so  very 
striking  a  biographical  sketch  of  Mr.  James 
risk,  Jun.,  that,  after  reading  it,  a  prudent  man 
who  believes  it  will  be  very  careful  how  he  be- 
lieves the  ' '  Trince  of  Erie. " 

If,  however,  as  Fisk  asserts,  General  Butter- 
field  told  them  what  they  wanted  to  know,  and 
this  assurance,  with  the  others  above-mention- 
ed, could  be  relied  upon,  the  conspirators  knew 
where  they  stood.  There  were  twenty  mill- 
ions of  gold  in  the  banks.  Add  to  this  three 
millions  for  government  sales,  and  two  millions 
more  which  might  be  attracted  fi-om  the  neigh- 
boring cities  by  an  advance  in  the  price  ;  alto- 
gether, twenty-five  millions.  As  soon  as  this 
amount  was  bought  the  conspirators  were  mas- 
ters of  the  situation,  and  held  a  monopoly  of 
the  gold  market.  In  their  own  words  :  "  They 
held  the  market  in  the  palm  of  their  hand." 
Every  merchant  who  required  gold  to  pay  du- 
ties, and  every  speculator  who  had  sold  gold 
for  future  delivery,  would  be  compelled  to  come 
to  them  to  buy.  Now  there  are  always  a  large 
number  of  merchants  who,  believing  that  gold 
will  fall,  borrow  instead  of  buying  the  gold  they 
need  for  the  payment  of  duties ;  and,  in  like 
manner,  there  are  always  many  speculators  who 
are  willing  to  sell  gold  which  they  liave  not  got, 
but  which  they  expect  to  buy  cheaper  by-and- 
by.  At  this  time,  in  August  and  September 
last,  the  number  of  these  operators  for  a  fall  in 
gold  was  unusually  large.  Gold  had  sold  at 
129^  on  the  inauguration  of  Grant ;  the  effects 
of  Mr.  Boutwell's  slow  but  sure  policy  were  fore- 
seen ;  the  increased  receipts  from  internal  rev- 
enue, the  prospect  of  a  heavy  cotton  crop,  the 
constantly  increasing  foreign  demand  for  our 
securities,  and  the  generally  prosperous  condi- 
tion of  the  country — all  pointed  to  lower  gold  ; 
and  nine-tenths  of  the  speculators,  and  a  very 
large  proportion  of  the  importers,  were  willing 
to  operate  on  the  "bear  side."  Here  was  the 
goose  which  the  conspirators  proposed  to  pluck. 
It  was  nothing  to  them  that  in  the  course  of 
their  operation  the  credit  of  the  country  would 
be  gravely  impaired,  and  thousands  of  mer- 
chants would  inevitably  be  ruined.  Considera- 
tions of  the  public  welfare  commanded  little 
respect  in  the  halls  of  Erie  ;  and  as  to  the  mer- 
chants, it  was  their  business  to  take  care  of 
themselves. 

The  campaign  was  opened  about  the  middle 
of  September.  One  morning  the  veteran  op- 
erator, his  English  ally,  and  Mr.  Jay  Gould  met 
at  the  office  of  Smith,  Gould,  Martin,  and  Co. 
One  of  them  proposed  that  they  should  buy  a 
few  millions  of  gold  —  millions  to  these  men 
were  as  mere  hundreds  to  ordinary  mortals. 
The  others  assented.  And  each  agreeing  to  take 
three  millions,  the  veteran  operator,  disdaining 
concealment,  went  in  person  to  the  Gold  Room 
and  bought  nine  millions  of  gold  at  133^  @  134. 
It  seems  probable  that  this  purchase,  added  to 
what  the  clique  had  previously  bought,  made 
them  possessors  of  all  the  actual  gold  in  the 


city  outside  of  the  Sub-treasury.  The  situa- 
tion, however,  was  so  little  understood  by  the 
public  that  the  sellers  were  as  confident  as 
ever,  and  the  clique  experienced  no  difficulty 
in  buying  from  one  to  two  or  three  millions 
more  each  day. 

It  should  be  explained,  for  the  benefit  of 
country  readers,  that  in  the  gold  market  there 
is  what  is  called  a  Loan  Department.  In  that 
part  of  the  room  parties  who  have  got  gold  lend 
it :  that  is  to  say,  exchange  it  for  its  market 
value  in  currency  with  persons  who  require  it 
for  duties  or  for  delivery,  at  rates  which  vary 
according  to  the  condition  of  the  money  market 
and  the  "  short"  interest.  "When  money  is  very 
tight,  holders  of  gold  have  to  pay  usurious  rates 
to  get  currency  in  exchange  for  their  coin. 
When  every  body  believes  that  gold  is  going 
down  and  the  "short"  interest  is  large,  hold- 
ers of  coin  can  often  obtain  a  bonus  for  its  use. 
By  lending  out  the  gold  they  had  bought  at  the 
current  rates  the  clique  were  enabled  to  grad- 
ually  accumulate  much  more  gold  than  could 
have  been  delivered  by  the  bears  in  one  day 
had  they  been  called  on  for  it,  and  this  without 
attracting  any  attention. 

The  market,  however,  was  sure  to  feel  the 
effects  of  such  steady  purchases  before  long. 
Within  a  day  or  two  after  the  purchase  of  nine 
millions  at  134,  gold  was  selling  at  138.  At  this 
price  it  is  said  that 'the  veteran  operator  and 
his  English  ally  were  satisfied  with  their  profit, 
and  sold  out.  Fisk  has  stated  that  the  latter 
not  only  sold  out  in  betrayal  of  his  associates, 
but  sold  short,  and  was  severely  punished  there- 
for ;  but  implicit  reliance  can  not  be  placed  on 
these  statements.  It  has  been  intimated  in 
other  quarters  that  the  veteran  operator  and  his 
English  friend  were  with  the  Erie  party  to  the 
last,  though  with  signal  dexterity  or  luck  they 
contrived  to  keep  their  names  out  of  the  papers 
during  the  excitement  of  the  panic.  So  far  as 
the  evidence  indicates  at  present,  both  were  out 
of  the  pool  before  the  24th  Se])tember. 

On  the  morning  of  22d  September  the  clique 
probably  owned  several  millions  more  gold  than 
there  was  in  the  city  outside  of  the  Sub-treas- 
ury. This  gold  was  partly  loaned  to  the  bears, 
and  partly  "  carried"  by  banks  and  bankers  for 
the  clique  on  margins.  On  that  day  a  new  per- 
sonage made  his  debut  on  the  stage — Mr.  Will- 
iam Belden,  whilom  partner  of  James  Fisk, 
Jun.,  and  now  a  stock  and  gold  broker.  Mr. 
Belden  bought  on  22d  September  not  less 
than  eight  millions  of  gold,  and  perhaps  much 
more;  while  Smith,  Gould,  Martin,  and  Co.,  and 
other  brokers,  were  likewise  buyers  of  heavy 
amounts. 

On  the  evening  of  22d  a  caucus  meeting  of 
the  clique  took  place  in  the  back  office  of  Will- 
iam Heath  and  Co.,  in  Broad  Street.  The  con- 
spirators met  about  7  p.m.,  and  remained  some 
time  in  session.  What  they  said  and  did  has 
not  yet  been  discovered,  but  it  will  not  long  re- 
main a  secret.  The  situation  was  suflficiently 
striking  to  warrant  very  grave  debate.  The 
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clique  held  gold  enough  to  put  the  price  to  200 
or  higher,  if  only  they  could  liave  "  carried" 
their  gold  without  lending  it,  and  so  compelled 
the  shorts  to  buy  in.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  premium  was  so  absurdly  high  that  it  made 
one  dizzy  to  think  of  having  to  find  a  market 
for  twenty  or  thirty  millions.  On  either  side 
ruin  for  some  one  was  inevitable. 

The  caucus  met  again  at  9  a.m.  on  Septem- 
ber 23  (Thursday),  in  the  private  office  of  Will- 
iam Belden  and  Co.,  in  Broadway.  James 
Eisk,  Jun.,  Jay  Gould,  Henry  N.  Smith,  Will- 
iam Belden,  and  others  were  present.  Con- 
siderable obscurity  overhangs  the  proceedings 
which  took  place  in  Belden's  office.  That 
gentleman  took  the  precaution  to  have  his 
books  removed  on  the  evening  of  Friday,  24th, 
and  has  since  applied  for  a  discharge  in  bank- 
ruptcy. His  schedule  is  the  most  brilliant  per- 
formance of  the  kind  on  record,  as  any  one  who 
examines  it  at  the  Registrar's  Office  in  Wall 
Street  will  testify.  He  claims  to  have  many 
millions  of  assets,  all  but  a  fcAv  hundred  dol- 
lars of  which  consist  of  claims  on  various  bank- 
ers in  Wall  Street  for  the  forfeiture  of  enormous 
sums  on  the  ground  of  usury.  This  Belden, 
however,  was  the  hero  of  the  Thursday.  He 
had  a  host  of  brokers  buying  gold  for  him.  To 
his  own  clerk,  who  represented  liim  in  the  Gold 
Room,  he  gave  the  Napoleonic  order : 

"Put  gold  to  144,  and  keep  it  there." 

The  young  man  bought  seven  millions  in  the 
execution  of  this  order.  Altogether,  Belden 
must  have  purchased,  directly  and  indirectly, 
that  day,  not  much  less  than  twenty  millions 
of  gold.  The  price  opened  at  14H,  and  closed 
at  143i. 

The  most  astounding  feature  of  these  im- 
mense operations  is,  that  they  were  probably 
achieved  without  the  outlay  of  one  single  dol- 
lar. It  is  almost  certain  that  Belden  did  not 
receive  any  margins  from  Fisk  or  Gould,  or 
Smith,  Gould,  Martin,  and  Co.,  and  he  doesn't 
seem  to  have  had  any  money  of  his  own  to 
speak  of.  That  he  should  have  been  able, 
under  such  circumstances,  to  buy  twenty  mill- 
ions of  gold  is  due  to  the  facilities  afforded 
by  the  Gold  Exchange  Bank,  and  to  the  cus- 
tom of  lending  gold — which  has  been  alluded 
to  above.  It  would  appear  that  Belden  not  only 
lent  all  the  gold  he  could  himself,  but  whenever 
he  gave  a  broker  an  order  to  buy,  he  likewise 
requested  him  to  lend  the  gold  in  his  own  name. 
As  gold  was  constantly  rising,  the  lenders  were 
never  out  of  pocket  a  single  dollar. 

On  the  evening  of  Thursday,  23d,  another 
meeting  of  the  conspirators  took  place.  Where 
it  occurred,  beyond  the  fact  that  it  was  "up 
town,"  remains  to  be  discovered.  It  is  not 
certain  either  who  were  present  besides  Jay 
Gould,  James  Fisk,  Jun.,  Henry  N.  Smith,  and 
William  Belden.  It  seems  to  have  been  sug- 
gested at  that  meeting  that  difficulties  would 
necessarily  occur  in  the  Clearing-house,  and 
that  it  was  highly  improbable  that  the  bank 
would  attempt  twice  to  clear  so  enormous  a 


business  as  that  of  23d.  It  was  judged  neces- 
sary that  the  movement  should  culminate  on 
the  following  day.  How  to  effect  the  culmin- 
ation was  the  question.  The  clique  owned  and 
held  contracts  for  a  very  large  amount  of  gold 
— Belden  said  $110,000,000;  other  members 
of  the  clique  said  $80,000,000.  Jay  Gould 
said,  in  his  evidence  before  the  Grand  Jury, 
that  the  short  interest  alone  was  $250,000,000. 
The  total  amount  in  the  city  fell  short  of 
$25,000,000.  Whatever  was  the  difference  be- 
tween $25,000,000  and  the  aggregate  net  pur- 
chases of  the  clique  represented  the  uncovered 
short  interest,  which,  in  the  event  of  a  corner, 
would  have  to  be  settled  at  the  dictation  of  the 
clique.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  it  was  going 
to  be  difficult  for  the  bears  to  buy  the  gold  they 
wanted,  it  was  going  to  be  at  least  as  difficult 
for  the  clique  to  sell  the  gold  they  had.  If  the 
bears  required  to  find  fifty-five  millions  to  ful- 
fill their  contracts,  the  clique  required  a  mar- 
ket for  eighty  millions.  And  of  the  two  it  was 
hard  to  say  which  was  the  toughest  problem. 

In  this  emergency,  Mr.  James  Fisk,  Jun.,  is 
said  to  have  proposed  a  novel  scheme.  This 
was  simply  that  the  clique  should  show  their 
hand,  and  publish  the  actual  situation  of  affairs 
in  an  advertisement  in  the  morning  journals, 
stating  that  they  were  ready  to  settle  with  the 
shorts  on  that  day  (24th)  at  150 ;  and  that,  if 
they  didn't  settle  at  that  price  on  that  day,  the 
legend  of  the  Sibylline  books  would  prove  in- 
structive reading.  The  proposition  did  not 
command  the  assent  of  the  caucus.  Notwith- 
standing the  assurances  of  back -stair  politi- 
cians, Mr.  Gould  was  never  quite  safe  in  his 
mind  about  the  action  of  the  government. 
Any  thing  like  a  challenge  to  Mr.  Boutwell 
might  be  accepted,  and  the  result  of  a  conflict 
— though  Mr.  Gould  affected  to  be  prepared 
for  it,  and  to  deride  the  danger — could  not  be 
doubted  for  a  moment.  Another  plan — less 
straightforward  but  more  wily — was  adopted. 

That  evening,  between  ten  and  eleven,  a  lead- 
ing Wall  Street  operator,  on  his  way  home  in 
the  upper  part  of  the  city,  was  met  by  an  ac- 
quaintance who  said,  hurriedly,  to  him  : 

"  The  gold  corner  will  culminate  to-morrow, 
and  the  high-priced  gold  will  not  he  taken.'^ 

He  had  no  interest  in  gold,  and  paid  no  at- 
tention to  the  story.  But  when  it  was  confirm- 
ed by  the  event  it  struck  him  as  curious.  The 
fact  was,  the  plan  of  operations  adopted  at  the 
conspirators'  meeting  had  already  leaked  out. 

At  an  unusually  early  hour  on  Friday  morn- 
ing, September  24,  the  leading  men  of  Wall 
Street  were  at  their  offices.  Belden  had  break- 
fasted at  seven  a.m.  at  the  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel 
with  William  Heath,  a  leading  broker  of  the 
clique,  who  has  since  found  it  convenient  to 
visit  Europe.  He  (Belden)  then  and  there  an- 
nounced that  gold  would  be  200  that  day.  He 
was  down  at  his  office  by  9  a.m.,  and  full  of 
confidence.  "  This,"  said  he,  "  will  be  the  last 
day  of  the  Gold  Room." 

Shortly  after  nine  the  conspirators  met  for 
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the  last  time,  in  William  Heath's  back  office. 
There  were  Eisk  and  Gould,  Smith,  of  Smith, 
Gould,  Martin,  and  Co.,  Belden  and  Jordan, 
and  the  brokers  Heath  and  Speyers.  They  did 
not  conceal  from  each  other,  or  indeed  from 
casual  visitors,  that  the  crisis  had  come. 

The  first  operation  of  the  morning  was  to  put 
gold  up,  suddenly  and  sharply.  This  Avas  done 
by  Albert  Speyers,  the  broker,  acting  on  the 
orders  of  Eisk  and  Gould. 

Gold  opened  at  143i,  at  about  9.15  a.m. 
Speyers  was  ordered  by  Eisk  and  Gould  to  bid 
it  up  to  145,  to  150,  to  155,  and  finally  to  160. 
It  reached  the  latter  figure  before  11  a.m. 
About  the  same  time  a  number  of  confidential 
brokers  (the  chief  among  whom  have  found  it 
convenient  to  visit  Europe)  were  directed  to 
confer  privately  with  the  shorts,  to  advise  them 
earnestly  to  settle  with  the  clique,  and  to  threat- 
en them,  in  case  they  did  not  settle,  that  gold 
would  be  put  up  to  200  before  night. 

Now  the  first  instinct  of  a  Wall  Street  broker 
is  to  avoid  failing  at  all  hazards — to  make  any 
pecuniary  sacrifice  rather  than  lose  his  seat  at 
the  Board.  Hence,  though  every  one  knew  that 
the  sudden  advance  in  gold  was  preposterous,  and 
must  be  followed  by  a  heavy  decline,  yet  slill,  as 
the  clique  might  have  the  power  to  fulfill  their 
threats  and  put  gold  to  200,  many  men  who 
were  short  argued  with  themselves  that,  cruel 
as  their  loss  would  be  were  they  to  buy  in  at 
155  @  160,  they  could  pay  it,  whereas,  if  gold 
went  to  180  @  200,  they  could  not  pay  the  dif- 
ference, and  must  fail.  Thus  quite  a  number 
of  merchants  and  speculators  "threw  up  the 
sponge,"  so  to  speak,  when  gold  reached  160,  and 
went  over  to  Smith,  Gould,  and  Martin's  office 
to  settle."  The  young  man  from  Bufi'alo  was 
disposed  to  be  very  easy  with  his  victims.  He 
did  not  exact  the  pound  of  flesh.  He  was 
ready  to  "settle"  at  150 — that  is  to  say,  to  sell 
round  amounts  of  gold  to  the  shorts  at  150, 
when  the  broker  of  his  partner,  Gould,  was 
bidding  155  in  the  Gold  Room.  He  would  do 
any  thing  in  reason,  in  fact,  so  far  as  settle- 
ment was  concerned,  but  a  settlement  he  would 
have.  And  so  formidable  seemed  the  situation, 
and  so  powerful  the  clique,  that  a  very  large 
number  of  persons  did  actually  settle  with  him 
on  that  morning,  at  figures  ranging  from  145 
upward.  In  Smith's  own  words,  "They  came 
in  with  a  rush  to  settle." 

Settlement  once  established  as  the  order  of 
the  day,  there  was  no  longer  any  motive  for 
putting  gold  up,  and  Smith  sent  into  the  Gold 
Room  half  a  dozen  brokers  with  orders  to  sell 
all  the  gold  they  could.  At  this  time  Albert 
Speyers  and  others,  acting  under  the  orders  of 
Eisk  and  Gould,  were  bidding  160  for  gold. 
It  will  at  once  be  supposed  that  Smith,  Gould, 
and  Martin's  brokers  would  naturally  sell  to 
Eisk  and  Gould's  brokers.  By  no  means.  This 
contingency  had  been  provided  for  at  the  cau- 
cus on  the  previous  evening.  "I  told  all  my 
brokers,"  said  Smith,  afterward,  "  to  sell  low- 
jmced  (jold.^^ 


And  when  one  of  them  actually  did  sell  two 
millions  to  Albert  Speyers  at  160,  Smith,  Gould, 
and  Martin's  man,  who  gave  him  the  order,  pet- 
ulantly exclaimed :  "  Eor  God's  sake,  don't  sell 
our  gold  right  back  to  the  clique.  Sell  those 
two  millions  over  again." 

Thus,  in  a  few  minutes,  the  Gold  Room  pre- 
sented the  anomaly  of  a  market  with  two  prices 
in  it.  Speyers,  for  Eisk  and  Gould,  kept  bid- 
ding 160  for  millions  ;  half  a  dozen  other  brok- 
ers, for  Smith,  Gould,  Martin,  and  Co.,  were 
selling  at  140  and  less. 

Speyers  seems  to  have  realized  the  absurdity 
of  his  position,  and,  leaving  the  room,  went  to 
Eisk  and  Gould  to  ask  explanations.  But  Eisk 
had  no  comfort  to  give  him.  "  You  are  a 
broker,"  he  said,  "and  have  only  got  to  obey 
orders.  Buy  gold  at  160  ;  never  mind  what 
other  people  do." 

It  was  not  till  the  other  clique  brokers  were 
actually  selling  at  133  that  Speyers  realized  he 
was  being  slaughtered  by  his  principals,  and 
ceased  to  bid.  At  that  time  he  had  bought, 
since  the  morning,  twenty-six  millions,  none  of 
which  has  been  paid  for  by  him  or  his  princi- 
pals. 

Needless  to  remark  that  the  day  was  one  of 
wild  excitement.  The  telegraph  indicator  which 
is  used  in  the  larger  offices  to  record,  instanta- 
neously, the  fluctuations  in  the  Gold  Room, 
ceased  to  be  of  any  use.  It  worked  a  fraction 
at  a  time,  and  took  so  long  to  indicate  an  ad- 
vance of  one  per  cent.,  that,  though  it  was  in- 
cessantly in  motion,  it  was  never  right.  Gold 
was  jumping  about  two  or  three  per  cent,  a 
minute.  The  Gold  Room  was  thronged.  Ev- 
ery importing  merchant  was  vitally  interested 
in  the  movement ;  no  one  could  sit  still  in  his 
counting-house.  Each  entrance  to  the  Gold 
Room  was  blocked  with  masses  of  excited  angry 
men ;  it  needed  some  perseverance  and  some 
muscle  to  work  one's  way  through  the  press. 
On  the  brokers'  faces  every  variety  of  expression 
was  depicted.  Here  was  a  jubilant  group,  evi- 
dently people  who  had  expected  to  be  ruined  by 
the  advance  in  gold,  and  who  were  now  saved 
by  its  precipitate  fall;  and  here  were  knights 
of  rueful  countenance,  people  who  had  been 
frightened  and  had  bought  at  the  rise.  Among 
the  older  and  more  experienced  brokers  grave 
apprehensions  for  the  future  were  mingled  with 
indignation  at  the  infamous  conspiracy.  It  was 
already  evident  that  the  crisis  must  lead  to  nu- 
merous failures,  and  for  veiy  large  amounts  ; 
no  one  could  tell,  in  fact,  where  the  catastrophe 
would  end. 

Some  of  the  incidents  of  the  day  were  dra- 
matic. A  keen  Scotchman,  who  had  not  the 
reputation  of  being  much  of  a  speculator,  sold, 
for  himself  or  some  one  else,  seven  millions  of 
gold  at  160  to  Speyers.  When  Smith,  Gould, 
Martin,  and  Co.'s  brokers  began  to  sell  at  140, 
this  Scotchman  thought  he  would  realize  his 
profit.  He  began  to  buy,  and  bought  all  the 
way  down  from  140  to  135,  completing  his  pur- 
chase of  seven  millions  at  the  latter  figure. 
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He  had  thus  made,  on  paper,  about  two  mill- 
ion dollars  profit  on  his  operation  in  the  course 
of  an  hour.  Just  as  he  bought  in  his  last  mill- 
ion it  seems  to  have  occurred  to  him  that  there 
might  be  some  hitch  about  his  sales.  He  hast- 
ened to  Speyers,  and  demanded  that  a  deposit 
be  made  in  the  Trust  Company  to  insure  the 
fulfillment  of  his  bargain.  Speyers  introduced 
him  to  his  principals,  Fisk  and  Gould,  who  mere- 
ly laughed  at  him.  They  never  intended  to  take 
his  gold.  And  the  poor  man,  who  had  fancied 
he  saw  a  profit  of  two  millions  on  the  operations 
of  the  morning,  was  utterly  ruined  by  the  pur- 
chases he  had  made  between  135  and  140,  and 
was  promptly  ruled  out  of  the  Gold  Room. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  government  broke 
the  corner  by  selling  five  millions  of  gold.  No- 
thing of  the  kind  is  the  case.  The  corner  col- 
lapsed of  necessity  from  the  instant  the  shorts 
went  "in  a  rush"  to  Smith,  Gould,  and  Mar- 
tin's office  to  settle.  It  is  quite  likely  that  the 
government  sale  induced  Smith  to  reduce  his 
limits  on  his  own  gold.  But  if  the  government 
had  not  sold  a  dollar  the  result  would  have  been 
the  same. 

It  was  between  twelve  and  one  that  a  lively 
demand  for  margins  precipitated  the  final  col- 
lapse. Speyers  and  Belden  were  called  upon 
by  the  parties  who  had  sold  them  gold  for  very 
large  amounts  of  money  to  insure  the  fulfillment 
of  their  contracts.  Belden  hastened  to  confer 
with  risk  and  Gould  at  Heath's  office.  A  per- 
son who  was  with  him  tells  the  story  rather  pic- 
turesquely : 

"  I  waited  outside  while  Mr.  Belden  went  in. 
I  walked  up  and  down  the  alley-way,  waiting 
for  him  to  come  out.  Deputy-sheriffs,  or  men 
appearing  to  be  such,  began  to  arrive  and  to 
mount  guard  at  Heath's  office  to  keep  out  vis- 
itors. After  waiting  a  prodigious  long  time, 
as  it  seemed  to  me.  Jay  Gould  came  creeping 
out  of  the  back-door,  and  looking  round  sharp- 
ly to  see  if  he  were  watched,  slunk  off*  through 
a  private  rear  passage  behind  the  buildings. 
Presently  came  Fisk,  steaming  hot,  and  shout- 
ing. He  took  the  wrong  direction  at  first,  and 
nearly  ran  into  Broad  Street,  but  soon  discov- 
ered his  error,  and  followed  Gould  through  the 
rear  passage.  Then  came  Belden,  with  hair 
disordered  and  red  eyes,  as  if  he  had  been 
crying;  he  called,  'Which  way  have  they 
gone?'  and  upon  my  pointing  the  direction, 
he  ran  after  them.  The  rear  passage  led  into 
Wall  Street.  At  its  exit  the  conspirators  jump- 
ed into  a  carriage,  and  fled  the  street." 

In  the  mean  time  all  was  confusion  at  the 
Gold  Exchange  Bank.  This  institution  is  the 
clearing-house  for  the  gold  brokers.  It  was 
established  some  two  or  three  years  ago,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  risk  of  transporting  coin 
or  coin  notes  through  the  street  from  office 
to  office.  Every  broker  makes  a  statement 
of  his  transactions  to  the  bank;  and  if  he 
has  bought  more  gold  than  he  has  sold,  fur- 
nishes the  bank  with  the  currency  to  pay  for 
it ;  if  he  has  sold  more  than  he  has  bought,  he 


furnishes  the  gold.  The  system  works  perfect- 
ly so  long  as  every  dealer  is  able  to  fulfill  his 
contracts.  But  a  large  failure  disturbs  every 
thing ;  the  statement  of  every  one  who  has  dealt 
with  the  party  who  fails  is  necessarily  thrown 
out,  and  these  again  affect  the  statements  of 
others.  On  this  Friday  ten  large  dealers  were 
known  to  have  failed,  and  consequently  there 
was  hardly  a  statement  that  did  not  require  al- 
teration. After  struggling  with  chaos  for  some 
time  the  bank  directors  gave  it  up,  and  declared 
that  they  could  not  eflfect  a  clearance.  Then  en- 
sued one  of  the  most  disastrous  results  of  the 
conspiracy. 

The  transactions  in  gold  on  Thursday  had 
been  so  enormous  that  the  balances  in  gold  and 
currency  were  unprecedentedly  large.  Some 
five  or  six  millions  of  certified  checks  had  been 
paid  into  the  bank  that  morning,  and  seven  or 
eight  millions  of  gold.  Had  the  clearances  been 
effected  as  usual,  this  currency  and  this  gold 
would  have  been  paid  out  to  their  owners  at  1  p.3i. 
As  it  was,  no  clearance  being  accomplished,  both 
currency  and  gold  were  locked  up  in  the  Gold 
Exchange  Bank.  Money  was  scarce  at  the 
time.  The  banks  were  hard  pressed  ;  the  West 
was  drawing  heavily  to  move  the  crops.  This 
sudden  and  unexpected  withdrawal  of  so  large 
an  amount  of  money  from  circulation  led  to  one 
of  the  worst  panics  Wall  Street  has  ever  seen. 

Its  severity  may  be  imagined  when  it  is  stated 
that  money  was  loaned  at  250  per  cent,  per  an- 
num, and  that  stocks  fell  from  20  to  50  per  cent. 
New  York  Central,  for  instance,  which  had  been 
selling  at  215  or  218,  fell  to  145;  Lake  Shore, 
which  had  sold  at  118,  fell  to  75 ;  Pacific  Mail 
fell  from  70  to  50;  Harlem  and  Hudson  declined 
80  per  cent. ;  and  so  on  throughout  the  list. 
Several  of  the  largest  banking  houses  in  the 
street  were  compelled  to  suspend  payments ; 
and  of  those  which  outlived  the  storm  quite  a 
large  number  lost  all  they  had.  Not  even  in 
1864  was  the  ruin  so  wide  spread. 

All  this  was  the  work  of  the  gold  conspira- 
tors. They  alone,  of  all  people  in  the  street, 
had  made  money  out  of  the  general  desolation. 

But  they  were  not  without  their  cares.  The 
plot  had  been  successful ;  but  now  it  was  vi- 
tal to  conceal  the  evidence.  Belden's  books 
were  packed  up  at  nightfall,  and  carted  away 
as  soon  as  it  became  dark.  Other  evidence, 
which  we  do  not  care  to  particularize  just  now, 
was  similarly  disposed  of.  A  powerful  body- 
guard of  bruisers  defended  the  office  of  Smith, 
Gould,  Martin,  and  Co.,  and  the  Erie  Railway 
offices. 

Saturday  was  a  day  of  stupefied  inaction. 
The  excitement  of  the  two  previous  days  had 
exhausted  the  brokers.  There  were  fcAv  who 
had  gone  through  the  ordeal  without  losses, 
and  very  many  were  in  doubt  whether  they 
were  still  solvent.  Quite  a  number  had  no 
doubt  on  the  subject ;  they  knew  they  were 
bankrupt.  Smith,  Gould,  Martin,  and  Co.  and 
their  confederates  had  their  money. 

On  Saturday  morning  most  of  the  leading 
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men  met  at  the  Gold  Exchange  Bank.  It  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  get  out  of  the  bank  the 
money  which  was  locked  up  there.  It  seems 
that  the  bank  could  not  return  the  statements 
to  their  dealers  with  the  gold  and  currency  at- 
tached to  them,  as  they  did  on  a  recent  occa- 
sion, the  contract  with  the  Gold  Room  providing 
for  no  such  contingency.  Instead  of  this,  par- 
tial settlements  were  being  made  from  time  to 
time  ;  the  bank  was  induced  to  make  payments 
which,  in  the  end,  cost  it  a  very  large  portion 
of  its  capital ;  and  yet  it  did  not  disgorge  the 
whole  amount  of  money  which  it  had  absorbed. 
All  Saturday  till  past  midnight,  all  Sunday  till 
past  midnight,  and  all  Monday  did  the  officers 
of  the  bank  work  with  the  leaders  and  brokers 
of  the  clique,  and  the  general  dealers  of  the 
bank,  in  the  hope  of  effecting  a  settlement ; 
but  to  no  purpose.    The  sellers  of  Eriday  were 


determined  that  they  would  not  admit  their  re- 
sponsibility for  the  buyers  of  Friday — though 
they  were  one  and  the  same  "family'' — and 
thus  no  adjustment  could  be  accomplished. 

At  last,  the  final  stroke  in  the  great  conspir- 
acy was  given  by  Smith,  Gould,  Martin,  and  Co. 
and  their  brokers.  The  Gold  Exchange  and 
the  Stock  Exchange  were  enjoined  from  using 
their  machinery  to  enforce  fulfillment  of  the 
contracts  of  24th  September,  and  the  Gold  Ex- 
change Bank,  on  the  affidavit  of  one  of  the  con- 
fidential brokers  of  Smith,  Gould,  Martin,  and 
Co.,  was  thrown  into  the  hands  of  a  receiver. 

It  now  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  Con- 
gressional Committee  of  Inquiry  will  ascertain 
all  the  facts  of  this  disastrous  history,  and 
whether,  in  some  court  not  controlled  by  the 
Erie  clique,  any  one  can  be  made  pecuniarily 
responsible  for  the  frauds  of  "Black Friday." 
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By  the  Author  of  "Gut  Livingstone,"  "Swokd  and  Gown,"  "Sans  Merci," 

"Breaking  a  Butterfly,"  etc. 


CHAPTER  VIIL 

"  TT  is  too  atrocious,  Lena.  You  come  here 
X  under  the  pretense  of  consulting  me — just 
as  if  you  would  ever  really  consult  any  body — 
and  then  you  frighten  me  into  becoming  your 
accomplice.  I  believe  this  is  what  people  mean 
when  they  talk  of  adding  insult  to  injury." 

Mrs.  Moreland  was  a  distant  cousin  and  a 
close  friend  of  Miss  Shafton's.  They  had  been 
thrown  a  good  deal  together  in  early  days  ;  nor 
had  their  intimacy  at  all  cooled  since  the  for- 
mer's marriage,  two  years  ago,  though  they  met 
more  rarely ;  for  it  was  a  long  and  costly  jour- 
ney to  Blytheswold,  and  the  toy-house  in  Blake- 
ney  Street  contained  no  guest-chamber.  Grace's 
face,  if  not  precisely  pretty,  was  exceedingly 
pleasant — so  pleasant  that  even  anger  could  not 
materially  transform  it.  When  most  incensed 
her  eyes  flashed  forth  only  summer  lightning ; 
nor  could  her  small,  rosy  mouth  achieve  any 
thing  more  menacing  than  a  pout,  tempting  the 
off"ender  almost  irresistibly  to  proffer  the  kiss 
of  peace. 

"Don't  be  childish,  Gracy,"  Lena  retorted, 
with  some  (Jisdain.  "I  have  been  perfectly 
honest  with  you.  I  suppose  one  may  ask  an 
opinion  without  binding  one's  self  down  to  abide 
by  it;  and  you  were  not  frightened  into  any 
thing.  I  simply  told  you  it  was  necessary  I 
should  see  Caryl  Glynne  this  morning,  or  that 
I  meant  to  see  him — it  comes  to  nearly  the 
same  thing ;  and  you  yourself  proposed  that  he 
should  come  here." 

"Proposed!"  the  other  went  on,  still  very 
piteously.  "  What  a  way  to  put  it,  when  you 
know  it  was  only  to  prevent  an  act  of  simple 
insanity.  Je,  ne  suis  pas  hegueule  moi,  but  I 
could  call  it  nothing  else,  if  you  had  gone  to 


visit  that  man  alone.  I  have  done  for  the  best, 
though  I  shall  suffer  for  it,  as  a  matter  of  course. 
But  mind,  Lena,  you  promised  he  should  not 
stay  here  more  than  half  an  hour.  Bernard 
does  not  come  home  to  lunch  above  once  a 
month ;  but  I  am  morally  certain  this  will  be 
one  of  his  days.  You  have  no  conception  how 
angry  he  would  be  if  he  knew  of  this." 

"  I  had  no  conception  he  could  be  angry  at 
all,"  Lena  observed.  "That  is  quite  a  novel 
idea,  invented  perhaps  expressly  for  this  occa- 
sion. But  you  needn't  be  nervous,  Gracy.  If 
our  talk  lasts  over  that  time — it  is  next  to  im- 
possible—  the  excuse  will  satisfy  even  Saint 
Bernard's  scruples.  Don't  let  us  two  quarrel 
this  morning.  I  am  not  in  spirits  for  it ;  I 
have  such  a  long,  hard  day  before  me." 

Very  few  could  absolutely  resist  the  charm 
of  Lena  Shafton's  manner  when  it  grew  caress- 
ing. Mrs.  Moreland  instantly  accused  herself 
of  unkindness  and  injustice,  and  testified  her 
penitence  in  true  feminine  fashion ;  but  before 
the  petting  process  had  lasted  long  there  came 
a  knock  and  a  ring ;  and  Grace  arose  and  fied 
away  swiftly  into  an  inner  sanctuary,  just  large 
enough  to  hold  herself  and  her  writing-table, 
saying,  as  she  shut  the  door  behind  her, 

"  A  short  half  hour,  remember." 

Not  a  few  of  his  numerous  acquaintances  in 
the  artist  guild  had  taken  for  their  model  that 
head  of  Caryl  Glynne's  ;  and  though  in  almost 
every  case  it  was  the  labor  of  love,  and  not  of 
lucre,  not  one  had  succeeded  to  his  own,  much 
less  to  the  sitter's  satisfaction.  The  face  in 
marble,  however  deftly  worked,  could  find  only 
hard  and  cold  presentment ;  and  by  brush  or 
crayon  its  peculiar  tones,  if  not  faintly  rendered, 
were  sure  to  be  exaggerated.  The  faultless 
regularity  of  feature  was  easy  enough  to  repro- 
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dnce  ;  but  not  sculptors  only  were  baffled  by  the 
mobility  of  expression,  though  none  of  the  tran- 
sitions were  violent,  and  the  whole  picture  was 
pervaded  by  a  mellow  repose.  The  hair  and 
beard  in  themselves  were  a  painter's  puzzle  ;  it 
was  some  time  now  since,  from  an  intense  black, 
they  had  passed  into  a  deep  steel-gray ;  the  snow 
had  not  fallen  in  streaks  or  patches,  but  in  tiny 
flakes,  so  evenly  sprinkled  that  there  was  har- 
mony rather  than  contrast  of  colors  ;  and  you 
could  not  say  how  or  where  they  mingled. 
Now  this  change  had  not  been  brought  about 
by  age  or  sorrow  or  pain,  for  Glynne's  health, 
though  not  rudely  robust,  was  exceptionally 
good;  and  he  was  tolerably  case-hardened 
against  fears  or  regrets :  it  was  simply  a  freak 
of  Nature ;  and  her  fantasies,  as  all  know,  are 
often  more  attractive  than  her  Avork,  which  is 
done  by  rule.  The  effect,  though  somewhat 
startling  at  first,  was,  on  the  whole,  decidedly 
becoming ;  and  among  the  few  who,  after  ma- 
ture consideration,  would  have  wished  it  altered, 
Caryl  himself  was  certainly  not  included.  A 
clear  pale  complexion — black  eyes,  rather  soft 
and  piercing — a  slender,  graceful  figure — hands 
and  feet  such  as  few  of  his  country-women  could 
boast  of ;  these  may  stand  for  the  other  acces- 
sories of  a  sketch  that  you  can  fill  up  according 
to  your  fancy. 

How  Caryl  Glynne  would  have  greeted  Lena 
Shafton,  had  they  met  under  no  kind  of  con- 
straint, it  is  not  necessary  to  inquire.  It  may 
be  that  something  in  her  face,  which  was  not 
exactly  a  warning  look,  bade  him  be  on  his 
guard  ;  or  perhaps  he  only  obeyed  the  prompt- 
ings of  his  own  prudence  w^hen  he  took  her 
hand  decorously,  scarcely  holding  it  so  long  as 
old  friendship  would  warrant. 

"You  have  come  quicker  than  I  expected," 
Lena  said  ;  "but  the  time  is  short.  Sit  down 
by  me  here,  and  don't  interrupt  me  till  I  have 
said  my  say ;  and  when  you  answer,  speak  low." 

It  was  almost  a  whisper,  yet  each  syllable 
would  have  been  heard  as  distinctly  by  one  list- 
ening ten  yards  away  as  by  him  whose  ear  was 
not  a  foot  from  her  lips. 

"I  am  not  going  to  reproach  yon,  Caryl," 
she  went  on  ;  "  it  is  too  late  for  such  folly  ;  and 
I  am  not  going  to  be  plaintive  over  the  present 
or  the  past.  Some  day,  I  suppose,  I  shall  wish 
that  I  had  never  seen  you.  I  do  not  wish  that 
yet — quite  yet.  You  remember  our  exchange 
of  promises.  I  don't  boast  of  having  kept  mine, 
for  I  have  had  no  real  temptation  to  break  them ; 
I  don't  ask  how  you  have  kept  yours.  I  might 
have  heard  stories  enough  if  I  had  chosen  to 
listen ;  but  I  never  did  choose,  and  I  would  not 
hear  your  confession  now,  if  you  cared  to  make 
one.  I  choose  to  believe  that  you  meant  what 
you  said  at  the  time,  and  meant  it  all  along,  and 
mean  it  still.  You  were  to  make  me  your  wife 
whenever  it  should  be  possible,  you  know.  An- 
swer me  this  question  truly  :  Is  there  one  gleam 
of  hope  more  for  us  now  than  there  was  on  that 
dreary  morning — ah  !  so  long  ago  ?" 

"Poor  child  I"  he  said,  very  gently.  "So 


you  are  weary  of  Availing?  I  don't  wonder, 
and  I  can't  complain," 

There  came  a  look  into  Lena's  eyes,  the  like 
of  which  none  had  ever  seen,  save  the  man  on 
whom  they  were  resting  now. 

"Not  weary,  Caryl,"  she  said ;  "never  weary; 
but  I  must  have  something  firmer  than  reeds  and 
rushes  to  cling  to  :  the  stream  sets  very  strongly 
just  now.  I  have  never  troubled  you  with  our 
home-worries ;  and  I  don't  think  you  have  any 
idea  how  near  we  are  to  absolute  ruin.  The 
Shaftons  of  Blytheswold  usually  come  to  grief 
sooner  or  later ;  but  Miles  has  gone  down  hill 
rather  faster  than  could  have  been  expected ; 
and  though  mother  has  crippled  herself  to  stave 
off"  the  crash,  it  can  not  be  delayed  much  longer. 
Can  you  wonder  if  she  looks  to  me  for  help? 
And  can  not  you  guess  that  I  can  bring  help  ia 
no  way  but  one  ?" 

A  hard,  evil  change  came  over  his  face. 

"What,  the  old,  stale  story — older  perhaps, 
I  dare  say,  than  Iphigenia  ?  It  is  curious  how 
the  angry  gods  always  hanker  after  maiden- 
sacrifices.  That  is  a  little  too  classical,  isn't 
it?    Well,  then— 

'How  is  he  ca'ed,  yer  bra'  wooer?* 

for  I  presume  you  are  not  dealing  in  politic  gen- 
eralities. He's  a  landed  laird  at  the  least,  of 
course,  if  not  a  belted  earl.  Don't  be  reticent, 
pray :  you  had  better  go  on  improving  the  oc- 
casion." 

Her  eyelids  quivered  and  her  nostrils  dilated 
slightly :  these  were  the  only  signs  that  the 
taunt  had  stung  her. 

"I  asked  you  a  very  simple  question,"  she 
said;  "and  when  you  have  answered  it,  I  will 
tell  you  what  you  please.  What  do  you  want 
me  to  say?  That  I  would  rather  work  for  my 
daily  bread  as  your  wife  than  live  in  state  as 
any  other  man's?  That  would  be  waste  of 
words,  Caryl :  you  know  it  as  Avell  as  I  do ; 
but  we  neither  of  us  knoAV  how  to  work,  I  am 
afraid ;  and  I  Avould  rather  bear  any  thing — 
yes,  any  thing — than  feel  that  I  was  hampering 
you  more  than  you  are  hampered  already.  Only 
remember,  it  is  not  I  that  blench  from  the  risk, 
Avhatever  it  is.  I  may  have  been  afraid  before, 
but  I  am  not  afraid  to-day.  If  you  say  to  me 
'  Come,'  I  will  come,  and  never  repent  it  after- 
ward.   Dare  you  say  it  ?" 

There  was  brief  silence,  and  then  he  spoke  un- 
der his  breath — his  countenance  still  darkening: 

"It  would  be  madness — utter  madness.  I 
am  worse  than  a  beggar  now,  and  if  things 
don't  mend  I  may  be  an  outlaw  soon.  Any 
hoAV,  I  am  not  likely  to  keep  my  head  above 
water  much  longer.  Whenever  I  do  go  doAvn 
I'll  think  of  the  chance  I  have  had  to-day, 
but — I'll  sink  alone." 

One  quick  sob  broke  from  Lena  Shafton :  the 
hope  still  surviving  in  her  had  been  so  weak  and 
drooping  that  you  would  scarce  have  thought 
the  up^oting  of  it  would  have  brought  so  sharp 
a  pang ;  nevertheless,  only  a  brave  effort  kept 
her  voice  under  control. 
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"You  have  answered  my  question  quite  hon- 
estly, I  am  sure  ;  now  I  will  answer  yours.  Yes- 
terday Lord  Atherstone  asked  me  to  marry  him, 
and  gave  me  till  this  morning  to  decide." 

Possibly  certain  unselfish  impulses  had  prompt- 
ed Glynne's  last  words  ;  but  all  such  vanished 
under  the  provocation  of  the  point-blank  avow- 
al. Like  many  better  men  he  never  valued 
any  privilege  or  possession  aright  till  he  was 
on  the  point  of  losing  it ;  and  never  estimated 
the  weight  of  any  impending  trouble  or  dan- 
ger till  he  stood  within  the  shadow  of  the 
XiOog  dvdictjg.  A  cool  reasoner  under  circum- 
stances where  most  persons  forget  to  reason,  he 
had  long  ago  admitted  to  himself  that  his  hold 
on  Lena  Shafton  was  really  untenable ;  and, 
furthermore,  had  recognized  the  probability  of 
his  being  called  upon  at  any  moment  to  stand 
aside  to  make  room  for  some  wealthier  and 
worthier  suitor;  nevertheless,  the  conscious- 
ness that  the  vague  "some  one"  had  become 
a  definite  unit  chafed  him  savagely. 

"So  it  was  Robin  Gray  after  all,"  he  said, 
"  at  least  as  far  as  age  goes ;  but  there  the  par- 
allel ends  ;  the  '  bruising  baron'  is  by  no  means 
a  'deuce  auld  carle.'  However,  there  is  some- 
thing paternal  in  the  arrangement,  that's  one 
comfort.  One  ought  to  be  thankful  for  mer- 
cies ever  so  small." 

Her  eyes  were  no  longer  timid  or  tender. 
"I  sent  for  you  to  ask  the  question  that  you 
have  just  answered  ;  but  I  had  something  else 
to  say,  and  you  make  it  easier  for  me  than  I 
expected.  If  I  marry  now — and  it  is  next  to 
certain  that  I  do  marry — I  will  be  honest  in 
intention  at  least:  the  past  must  lie  where  it 
lies ;  and  I  could  not  be  honest  even  so  far,  if 
it  was  not  settled  that  between  you  and  me,  all 
is  over  from  to-day — quite,  quite  over.  I  will 
meet  you  as  a  friend  always,  and  I  would  help 
you  if  I  could ;  but  I  will  not  admit  your  right 
to  ask  for  one  iota  more ;  and  if  you  do  ask, 
you  will  find  me  harder  to  deal  with  than  you 
imagine  ;  and  in  spite  of  his  fatherly  age.  Lord 
Atherstone,  I  fancy,  is  very  well  able  to  take 
care  of  his  own." 

"  A  superb  resolve,"  he  retorted  ;  "  but,  sup- 
posing for  the  sake  of  argument  that  you  mean 
all  you  say,  do  you  think  a  hold  like  mine  over 
you  is  slipped  off  like  a  worn-out  glove  ?  You 
are  bold,  ma  mie ;  but  there's  such  a  thing  as 
being  overbold." 

Her  gaze  was  still  steadfast,  and  in  her  smile 
there  was  a  touch  of  scorn. 

"Yes,  it's  lucky  I  am  not  a  coward,  Caryl; 
a  coward  might  fare  worse  at  your  hands  than 
even  I  have  done.  Surely  we  understand  each 
other.  I  know  that  you  could  stop  my  mar- 
riage, or  possibly  make  it  an  unhappy  one  ;  but 
you  know  too,  that  if  you  did  this  it  would 
never  bring  you  a  step  nearer  to  me.  I  don't 
believe  that  out  of  simple  malice  you'd  try  to 
hurt  me,  when  up  to  this  moment  you  never 
could  quarrel  with  a  look  or  word  or4hought 
of  mine.  So  I  have  small  reason  to  be  afraid, 
you  see." 


"I  didn't  mean  to  threaten  you,"  he  said, 
sullenly,  but  not  so  viciously,  "I  only  meant  to 
warn.  The  danger  that  I  was  thinking  of 
would  come  from  yourself,  and  not  from  me. 
You  will  find  it  hard  to  remember,  just  at  the 
right  time,  all  the  text  about  wives'  duty,  and 
harder,  perhaps,  to  forget  old  times.  But  you 
may  go  your  way  in  peace  for  any  hindrance 
of  mine.  I'll  drop  into  the  amicable  position 
as  gracefully  as  I  can,  without  giving  Lord 
Atherstone  occasion  to  air  his  valor.  If  you 
ever  go  astray  in  my  company,  you  will  be  fol- 
lowing not  my  beck  and  call,  but — your  fate. 
I  believe  we  both  mean  honestly  just  now  ;  and 
yet  I  fear — that's  the  right  word  for  it — that  all 
is  not  over  between  you  and  me." 

Her  eyes  drooped  now,  and  she  shrank  a  lit- 
tle, like  one  who,  hearing  an  evil  prophecy, 
thinks  that  it  may  prove  true,  though  the  lips 
that  have  uttered  it  seldom  speak  sooth. 

"I  do  not  fear,"  she  said;  but  her  voice 
somewhat  belied  her  words.  "And  now  it  is 
time  that  we  should  say  'good-by.'  Say  it 
quicklv,  Caryl — it  is  far  best  so — and  say  it 
kindly/' 

He  had  risen  while  she  was  speaking,  and 
grasped  both  her  hands;  but  he  rather  held 
her  aloof  than  drew  her  toward  him. 

"  Good-by ! "  he  said,  hoarsely.  "  If  I  didn't 
think  it  would  bring  you  bad  luck  I'd  wish  you 
-happy.  I  am  glad  you  were  not  afraid  of  my 
hurting  you  ;  you  were  right  enough  there — now 
and  always.  Do  you  believe  that  every  scrap 
you  ever  wrote  to  me  is  burned  long  ago  ?  You 
do  believe  it — well,  I'm  glad  of  that  too.  Good- 
by,  once  more." 

He  flung  her  hands  away  with  a  kind  of 
roughness ;  but  there  was  no  anger  in  the  ges- 
ture, only  the  passion  of  one  putting  away  from 
him  a  fierce  temptation  ;  even  so  a  man  parch- 
ed with  thirst  might  fling  aside  some  ruddy 
fruit  the  juice  of  which  is  deadly.  Then  he 
turned  and  went  hastily  out. 

Lena  made  no  eff"ort  to  detain  or  recall  him, 
but  sat  quite  silent  and  motionless,  her  hands 
lying  listlessh^  where  they  had  fiillen. 

So  Mrs.  Moreland  found  her  a  few  minutes 
later,  when,  hearing  no  more  the  murmur  of 
voices,  she  ventured  in  cautiously.  Neither 
did  Lena  stir  till  the  other's  lips  were  pressed 
upon  her  forehead ;  then  she  started  violently, 
shivering  all  over. 

"  He  might  have  kissed  me  once — just  once," 
she  murmured. 

Though  she  looked  up  into  her  friend's  face 
piteously,  it  was  evident  that  she  spoke  only  to 
herself,  and  was  scarcely  aware  of  the  other's 
presence.  Neither  then  nor  thereafter  did  Lena 
Shafton  make  other  moan ;  and  yet  she  had 
passed  through  one  of  those  crises  that  tell 
more  upon  a  life  than  lustres  or  decades. 

If  you  have  ever  read  that  sad,  cynical  book 
of  Miirger's,  "La  Vie  de  Boheme,"  you  will 
scarcely  have  forgotten  the  episode  of  the  Man- 
chon  de  Francine,  or  the  burial-scene  in  the  cem- 
etery under  the  November  fog.    The  earth  has 
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just  been  heaped  hastily  over  the  small  sordid 
coffin,  and  by  the  side  of  the  low  mound  in 
which  the  wooden  crosslet  has  just  been  planted 
a  mourner  is  standing,  whose  face  had  startled 
not  a  few  of  those  who  came  to  celebrate  the 
feast  of  the  dead.  Yet  the  one  audible  plaint 
that  breaks  from  his  lips  is  for  himself  rather 
than  for  his  lost  love — "  0  ma  jeunesse  !  cest 
vous  quon  enterre!'^ 

It  was  at  much  such  a  funeral  that  Lena  had 
assisted.  The  freshness  of  girlhood  had  passed 
from  her  long  ago;  nevertheless,  when  she  came 
near  the  day,  there  did  survive  in  her  some  hope, 
howsoever  faint ;  some  trust,  howsoever  inse- 
cure ;  some  tenderness,  howsoever  wasted.  All 
these  now  were  dead  and  in  cerement ;  and  of 
the  pall  covering  them,  it  were  best  never  to  lift 
one  corner  in  the  after-time.  In  Caryl  Glynne 
too,  though  in  lesser  degree,  there  was  worked 
a  change.  Lena's  love  had  not  been  hard  to 
win ;  he  had  accepted  it  as  if  he  were  gather- 
ing his  due ;  and  he  had  not  always  since  kept 
his  fancy  in  curb  ;  nevertheless,  he  could  not  be 
charged  of  late  of  having  created  any  fresh 
scandal ;  and  more  than  one  of  his  ancient 
allies  had  found  him  strangely  negligent  and 
cold.  As  he  walked  away  that  morning  there 
was  a  void  within  him  such  as  he  had  never 
known  before ;  and  though  he  was  little  given 
to  romantic  fancies,  there  was  ringing  in  his 
ears,  like  the  refrain  of  a  sad  old  ditty,  this  one 
word — Alone.  Of  any  purely  unselfish  emo- 
tion he  had  probably  ceased  to  be  capable.  If 
the  link  between  himself  and  Lena  had  proved 
more  enduring  than  others  which  had  been 
snapped  or  loosened  so  easily,  the  excitement  of 
difficulty  had  much  to  do  with  this;  but  that  she 
had  exercised  a  wonderful  fascination  over  him 
is  certain.  He  was  very  fond  of  her  in  his  own 
way ;  he  thought  still,  as  he  had  thought  on  the 
second  evening  of  their  acquaintance,  that  there 
was  no  one  quite  like  her  in  all  the  world.  If 
any  freak  of  fortune  had  made  him  wealthy 
during  all  these  years,  I  do  not  think  he  would 
have  debated  within  himself  for  one  instant 
whether  he  should  break  or  perform  his  prom- 
ise ;  and  though  the  old  adage  about  reformed 
rakes  has  recently  fallen  into  much  disrepute — 
pour  cause — it  by  no  means  follows  that  the 
marriage  would  have  been  a  miserable  one. 
But  you  see  when  Wildair  and  Millamant  saw 
the  errors  of  their  ways,  and  swore  their  great 
oath  "henceforth  to  live  cleanly,"  they  always 
had  a  competence,  if  not  a  fair  estate  to  retire 
upon.  To  the  pauper-profligate  it  is  allowed, 
of  course,  to  repent,  but  rarely  to  reap  the  fruits 
thereof  in  the  same  measure  as  his  wealthy  co- 
penitent.  As  our  old  acquaintance,  Rebecca, 
remarked,  "It  would  be  easy  to  be  a  good 
woman  on  five  thousand  a  year."  Rely  upon 
it,  some  excellent  intentions,  as  well  as  brilliant 
inventions,  have  lain  in  abeyance  purely  from 
want  of  base-capital. 

Lena  Shafton  had  many  faults — Caryl  Glynne, 
,  vices  not  a  few.    The  love  subsisting  between 
them  was  a  wild,  bitter  gourd,  that  it  would  be 


a  sin  to  compare  to  the  honorable  domestic  tree, 
under  whose  branches  so  many  good  Christian 
couples  find  pleasure  and  peace ;  nevertheless, 
when  it  was  cut  down,  there  was  taken  away 
their  bestj  if  not  their  last  chance  of  thriving. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

Mrs.  Shafton  was  by  no  means  a  devout 
lady :  her  religious  observances,  it  is  to  be 
feared,  were  conventional,  if  not  compulsory ; 
"when  she  boumed  her  to  rest,"  she  knelt 
down  to  her  orison  just  as  regularly  as  she 
brushed  out  her  hair.  It  had  been  her  custom 
so  to  do  from  early  childhood,  and  she  could 
not  have  omitted  either  ceremonial  without  a 
feeling  of  incompleteness  and  discomfort.  In 
like  manner,  she  regarded  church-going  rather 
as  a  social  than  a  sacred  duty.  But  the  mur- 
mured thanksgiving  that  escaped  her  when  she 
heard  what  answer  Lord  Atherstone  would  re- 
ceive, came  straight  and  fervent  from  her  heart ; 
and  the  ejaculation  was  not  only  sincere,  but 
nearly,  if  not  quite,  disinterested. 

In  her  pleading  with  Lena  yesterday,  she 
had  spoken  nothing  but  truth ;  perhaps  not 
quite  all  the  truth.  It  was  true  that  she  felt 
so  tired  sometimes  that  rest,  in  whatsoever 
shape  it  came,  must  needs  have  been  grateful ; 
but  she  had  got  so  used  to  shifts  and  straits 
that  they  had  ceased  to  vex  her  so  keenly, 
and,  if  only  her  own  fortunes  had  been  at 
stake  when  the  access  of  depression  was  over, 
she  would  have  found  strength  to  struggle  on 
to  the  end,  even  if  the  end  seemed  not  near. 
It  was  the  uncertainty,  or  worse  than  uncer- 
tainty, in  her  children's  future,  not  in  her  own, 
that  haunted  her  by  night  and  by  day,  and  it 
was  with  scarcely  a  thought  of  her  own  person- 
al comfort  or  profit  that  she  had  pressed  upon 
Lena,  as  far  as  she  dared,  the  expediency  of  ac- 
cepting the  marriage  olfer.  It  is  possible  that 
she  nourished  a  vague  hope,  that  from  some 
such  a  powerful  alliance  some  sort  of  advant- 
age might  accinie  to  Miles  ;  but  she  had  had  no 
time  as  yet  to  put  this  into  shape  or  substance, 
and,  indeed,  was  more  than  content  that  the 
unlucky  prodigal  for  the  present  should  be  kept 
discreetly  in  the  back-ground. 

Just  one  more  word  in  favor  of  the  match- 
makers. They  have  long  been  fair  game  for 
every  pen,  male,  female,  and  epicene,  and  it  is 
a  wonder  that,  under  the  shower  of  missiles, 
their  ranks  have  not  been  perceptibly  thinned, 
or  their  energy  abated.  Nevertheless,  if  these 
matters  were  sifted  thoroughly,  their  machina- 
tions might  be  found  more  free  from  the  leaven 
of  selfishness  than  are  most  human  plottings. 
The  instances  where  this  manner  of  schemer 
can  reckon  on  any  profit,  private  or  personal, 
are  surely  rare,  and,  with  the  advance  of  civ- 
ilization, must  become  rarer.  You  might  as 
well  compare  the  Derby  Dilly  with  the  Scotch 
Express  as  poor  Clarissa's  coevals  with  their 
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modem  antitypes ;  but  on  no  one  point  perhaps 
would  the  ditference  be  more  marked  than  in 
their  filial  relation.  Is  it  possible  that  scarce 
a  century  has  slipped  away  since  the  well-nur- 
tured damsel  courtesied  low  on  entering  the 
presence  of  her  parents,  and  in  saluting  them 
always  remembered  to  temper  affection  Avith 
reverence  ?  If  the  daughter  of  our  period  does 
not  practically  emancipate  herself  during  her 
maidenhood,  she  generally  assumes  independ- 
ence from  the  old  dominion  before  the  fashion 
of  her  trousseau  is  changed  ;  and,  if  she  were 
slack  in  such  self-assertion,  there  is  always  the 
chance  of  a  husband  ready  and  willing  to  take 
up  the  daggers :  and  you  will  remember  that 
the  more  irritable  the  pm'tie,  the  less  tractable 
in  all  likelihood  will  be  the  son-in-law.  The 
meekest  of  men,  after  being  courted  and  adu- 
lated for  a  certain  time,  will  be  apt  to  carry  his 
head  somewhat  high — too  high  at  all  events  to 
bow  it  readily  to  a  pseudo-maternal  yoke. 
The  Old  Soldier  will  subsist  a  useful  stock- 
personage  in  domestic  drama :  there,  up  to  the 
last  retributive  scene,  she  may  make  the  pair 
of  innocent  turtle-doves  flutter  at  her  frown, 
and  fly  in  obedience  to  her  nod  ;  but  in  real 
society  she  is  a  very  minor  ])Ower.  So  when 
patience,  science,  and  endurance,  such  as, 
while  depreciating  the  object,  we  needs  must 
admire,  have  not  been  spent  in  vain,  there  will 
remain  the  consciousness  of  having  done  her 
duty  in  the  state  of  life  to  which  she  was  called 
— the  fulfillment  of  the  maternal  instinct  that 
she  shares  with  all  others  of  the  like  sex  among 
God's  creatures — the  vanity  of  successful  emu- 
lation, and  the  hope  that  each  success  may  be 
a  stepping-stone  to  others  till  no  more  are  left 
to  aspire  to :  beyond  this,  the  selfish  reward  is 
scarcely  more  substantial  than  the  gray  olive- 
wreath  of  Olympia  :  and  furthermore,  the  wear- 
er of  this  chaplet  would  gain  but  little  honor 
in  her  own  country.  The  hunting  of  the  nu- 
bile youth  is  not  a  very  noble  or  elevating  pur- 
suit. Let  us  hope  that  for  this  reason  it  is  not 
given  to  man  to  achieve  renown  therein.  If 
you  have  any  doubts  of  our  disability  to  follow 
it  with  success,  you  have  only  to  watch  the 
widower  trying  his  hand  at  chaperonage.  He 
may  be  foolishly  fond  in  indulgence ;  he  may 
allow  his  gals  to  crowd  his  dinner-table  with 
their  admirers  to  the  exclusion  of  his  own  fa- 
miliars ;  he  may  occasionally  await  their  pleas- 
ure— this  is  a  rare  instance — far  into  the  small 
hours  rubberless,  supperless,  yet  uncomplain- 
ing ;  and  so  things  may  go  on  promisingly  for 
a  while ;  but  in  the  finer  professional  touches 
he  will  fail  none  the  less  lamentably,  and  very 
soon  recognizing  this,  will  be  only  too  glad  to 
transfer  his  charge  to  some  discreet  kinswo- 
man, retiring  himself  into  the  back-ground  till 
the  question  of  settlements  shall  arise.  Our 
weapons  are  a  great  improvement  on  the  Ne- 
m£Ban  club  ;  but  since  Heracles  failed  in  spin- 
ning, we  have  never  learned  to  wield  the  dis- 
taff. Ought  we  not  therefore  to  assign  some 
credit  to  the  slender  fingers  that  reel  off  so 


deftly  the  thread  that  sooner  or  later  binds  so 
many  of  our  fellows  ? 

Having  relieved  herself  by  her  brief  thanks- 
giving, Mrs.  Shafton  was  very  temperate  in 
triumph. 

"You  have  made  me  so  happy,  darling,"  she 
said — and  a  kiss  followed,  as  a  matter  of  course ; 
but  she  was  far  too  wise  to  lavish  praises  or  ca- 
resses more  likely  to  irritate  than  to  soothe. 
Indeed,  something  in  Lena's  face  prevented,  her 
mother  from  being  quite  comfortable  or  confi- 
dent as  yet ;  it  was  neither  angry  nor  sorrowful, 
but  the  restless,  uneasy  look  would  have  been 
better  away ;  and  in  all  her  movements,  subdued 
impatience  was  observable.  She  made  no  pre- 
tense at  touching  the  luncheon  that  had  been 
kept  waiting  for  her ;  and  after  a  second  glass  of 
wine,  her  cheeks  remained  so  perfectly  color- 
less that  Mrs.  Shafton  was  constrained  to  re- 
mark thereon,  and  even  to  suggest  that  this 
might  be  artistically  amended  ;  but  Lena  would 
not  hear  of  such  a  thing. 

"  I  am  sorry  if  I  look  like  a  victim,"  she  said — 
"  especially  as  I  don't  feel  the  least  like  one. 
I  dare  say  Lord  Atherstone  will  be  satisfied ; 
and  I  don't  think  he  would  approve  of  a  make- 
up, even  for  such  a  special  occasion.  At  any 
rate,  I  shall  risk  it." 

Her  mother  did  not  press  the  point ;  and 
soon  afterward  retreated  to  her  own  chamber, 
whence  she  did  not  emerge  till  the  important 
interview  was  over. 

Twilight  was  closing  in  again  when  Lord 
Atherstone  was  ushered  into  Lena's  presence ; 
but  the  room  was  not  dark  yet,  and  it  was 
lighted  up,  besides,  by  a  cheerful  fire. 

Very  keenly  Ralph's  eyes  rested  on  the  girl's 
fiice  as  she  rose  up  to  meet  him  ;  but  they  read 
nothing  of  encouragement  there.  When  he 
took  her  hand,  he  felt  as  if  his  fate  was  still 
swaying  in  the  balance.  He  had  been  patient 
— strangely  patient  for  him — during  the  long 
hours  of  suspense ;  but  he  was  too  eager  noAv 
to  know  the  best  or  the  worst  to  go  through 
any  form  of  greeting. 

"Well?" 

That  was  all  he  said  ;  and  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult, indeed,  to  represent  in  type  the  intense 
question  of  that  one  syllable. 

Letting  her  hand  rest  in  his,  she  smiled  upon 
him — coldly,  it  is  true,  but  still  she  smiled. 

"I  can't  tell  whether  it  will  turn  out  well  or 
ill;  but  I  can  say  'yes,'  to  the  question  you 
asked  me  yesterday." 

His  fingers  closed  round  hers  scarcely  ten- 
derly, but  Avith  the  quick  muscular  contraction 
of  one  shaken  by  sudden  emotion ;  and  she  felt 
rather  than  saw  that  his  whole  frame  trembled. 

There  was  nothing  "superior"  about  Miss 
Shafton  ;  she  had,  indeed,  rather  more  than  her 
share  of  her  sex's  weaknesses,  and  certainly  she 
did  just  then  savor  thoroughly  the  womanly  tri- 
umph of  controlling,  for  the  moment  at  least,  a 
nature  stronger  than  her  own. 

"Do  you — can  you  mean  it?"  Ralph  said, 
in  a  whisper.    "  I  can  hardly  believe  it  yet." 
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Lena  disengaged  herself  gently,  and  sank 
back  to  the  place  she  had  quitted,  motioning 
him  toward  another  chair  close  beside  her. 

"I  do  mean  it.  You  remember  what  you 
asked  me  for,  and  what  you  promised  to  be  sat- 
isfied with.  At  present  I  dare  not  offer  more ; 
but  I  will  try  my  very  best  to  be  happy  and  to 
make  you  so.  Now,  would  it  have  been  easier 
to  believe  all  this  if  I  had  answered  you  on  the 
instant  ?" 

Was  it  the  remembrance — almost  too  late — 
of  a  resolve  formed  before  he  came,  or  the 
prompting  of  his  better  angel,  or  the  paleness 
of  her  cheek  and  the  chilliness  of  her  smile, 
that  caused  Ralph  Atherstone  to  refrain  yet 
an  instant  before  he  set  the  cup  to  his  thirsty 
lips  ?  I  can  not  tell.  This  much  is  certain  :  he 
made  no  effort  to  detain  Lena,  and  did  not  take 
the  chair  she  indicated  ;  but  passing  round  her 
where  she  sat,  stood  in  just  the  same  posture 
as  yesterday,  and  as  he  made  answer,  he  looked 
down  on  her  with  the  same  earnest  gaze. 

"  It  would  have  been  harder — infinitely  hard- 
er. I  remember  my  words  quite  well,  and  I 
mean  every  letter  of  them  still.  Don't  misjudge 
me  if  you  can  help  it ;  but  I  have  thought  a 
good  deal  in  these  last  hours,  and  there  is 
something  I  must  say  :  it  is  more  for  your  sake 
than  mine,  I  swear.  Your  mother  promised 
me  that  shS  would  not  try  to  influence  you  ;  she 
has  kept  her  promise,  I  am  sure.  That  is  well ; 
but  it  is  not  quite  enough.  I  will  accept  your 
faith — how  gladly  you  never  can  guess — and 
wait,  more  patiently  perhaps  than  you  think 
possible,  for  your  affection,  if  I  am  only  assured 
— I  want  no  other  assurance  than  your  own 
mind — that  you  are  now  heart-whole  and  heart- 
free.  Ah!  I  see  you  are  angry."  Indeed  her 
cheek  did  flush  stormily.  "  I  don't  wonder  at 
it.  Yet  I  must  speak  out  in  my  own  rough 
way.  Being  what  you  are,  it  would  have  been 
simply  a  miracle  if  no  one  more  lover-like  than 
a  battered  old  soldier  had  sought  your  love.  I 
want  to  know  nothing  of  the  past,  and  I  have 
not  a  fear  for  the  future,  if  you  can  only  tell  me 
that,  at  this  moment  of  our  speaking,  no  other 
man's  shadow  falls  between  us.  It  can  only  be 
a  shadow  at  the  worst,  or  I  should  have  had 
another  kind  of  answer." 

Lena  was  constitutionally  very  fearless — in- 
deed a  Sliafton  of  Bly thesAvold  seldom  stumbled 
through  blenching  a  danger — and  no  mercenary 
motive  swayed  her ;  for  this  match  was  none  of 
her  contriving,  and  the  marring  of  it  would 
have  cost  her  not  one  selfish  regret ;  but  a  coav- 
ardless  schemer,  not  wholly  sordid  and  treach- 
erous, looking  up  into  the  face  of  that  true,  loyal 
gentleman,  might  have  found  it  hard  to  lie. 

"  I  am  not  angry" — her  voice  and  color  were 
quite  steady  now.  "  You  have  a  perfect  right 
to  speak  as  you  have  spoken,  and  I  think  I  am 
glad  you  have  done  so.  No ;  I  have  never  yet 
been  forced  to  answer  the  question  you  asked 
me  yesterday — but  that  is  because  I  always 
wished  to  avoid  it — except — except  once.  In 
my  life  I  have  only  cared  but  for  one  person  j  I 


did  care  for  him  very  much — more  perhaps 
than  I  shall  ever  care  again.  If  you  wish  to 
hear  who  that  was,  and  how  it  ended,  and  how 
long  ago,  I  won't  refuse ;  but  it  is  all  over — as 
much  over  as  if  he  were  dead.  If  it  had  been 
otherwise,  you  should  not  have  held  my  hand 
to-day.  But  if  you  choose  to  take  me  as  I  am, 
you  will  not  need  to  be  jealous  even  of  a  shadow. " 

Her  eyes  met  his  unshrinkingly  ;  and  as  they 
met  a  light  came  out  on  his  face,  mellowing  its 
rugged  outline. 

"I  don't  wish  to  hear  one  other  word,"  he 
said.  "I  am  satisfied  once  and  for  all — so 
satisfied  that,  when  I  doubt  again,  it  will  be 
because  you  yourself  have  told  me  it  is  time. 
When  I  listen  to  any  other  witness,  I  hope  that 
God,  in  my  greatest  need,  will  forget  to  listen 
to  me." 

Bowing  his  head,  he  kissed  her  on  the  brow, 
not  passionately,  but  with  a  fond  reverence,  and 
a  certain  solemnity  withal,  like  one  setting  his 
seal  to  a  compact  whereon  hang  interests  of  life 
and  death. 

Thus  these  two  were  affianced. 

In  this  her  half-confession — that  it  was  in- 
complete was  not  her  fault,  remember — was 
Lena  Shafton  quite  honest  and  sincere  ?  For 
the  moment,  beyond  a  doubt,  she  held  herself 
so  to  be.  Only  a  few  hours  ago  the  sudden 
mention  of  a  certain  name  would  have  set  her 
pulses  throbbing ;  but  now  that  name  had  been 
very  close  to  her  own  lips  without  causing  them 
to  tremble,  and  without  waking  within  her  a 
single  pang  of  longing  or  regret.  There  was 
much  strength  in  her  nature,  though  perhaps 
not  an  abiding  strength.  When  she  said  "  good- 
by,"  it  was  no  form  of  words.  Then  and  there 
she  crushed,  or  meant  to  crush,  her  luckless 
love  so  effectually  that  it  never  should  trouble 
her  more.  That  she  had  done  this,  she  did 
then  implicitly  believe.  If  Caryl's  warning 
that  all  was  not  over  between  them  had  crossed 
her  mind,  she  would  have  set  it  at  naught  bold- 
ly, even  scornfully. 

Utter  folly — you  will  say.  But  is  the  case  so. 
rare  that  we  should  wonder  at  or  discredit  it  ? 
Have  not  some  of  us  in  our  time  beguiled  our- 
selves in  like  fashion,  and  suffered  for  it,  too  ? 
In  our  wisdom  and  valiance  we  set  our  foot 
upon  the  snake's  head  and  keep  it  there  till  the 
venomous  beast  has  ceased  to  writhe,  and  lies 
quite  helpless  and  harmless  and  still ;  and  so 
wend  on  our  way  rejoicing.  And  it  is  well 
with  us  for  a  while.  By-and-by,  in  the  midst  of 
our  late-found  innocence  and  integrity,  a  smile 
meant  for  another,  that  we  catch  in  passing, 
brings  fierce,  jealous  pain  ;  or  a  look  meant  for 
ourself — only  for  ourself — brings  back  a  thrill 
of  guilty  pleasure ;  and  before  the  pain  or 
pleasure  has  passed,  a  tightening  round  our 
heart  stops  its  healthy  beating.  No  need  to 
tell  us  what  that  means ;  we  have  felt  it  often 
enough  before ;  we  know  at  once  of  a  surety 
that  the  creature  was  stunned,  not  slain ;  per- 
haps it  only  mimicked  death  till  we  were  at  a 
safe  distance,  and  then  coming  to  its  evil  life 
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again,  had  lain  in  wait  till  it  could  creep  back 
unawares  to  its  old  coiling-place,  there  to  abide 
till  some  charmer  shall  be  found  powerful 
enough  to  cast  it  forth  for  ever  and  aye. 

The  parallel  is  not  very  novel  or  original,  I 
own ;  but  I  fancy  it  will  be  needed  some  few 
times  yet  before  romances  cease  to  be  written 
and  read.  Perhaps  the  iteration  is  excusable, 
considering  how  often  through  tales,  only  over- 
true,  winds  the  trail  of  The  Serpent. 


CHAPTER  X.  ' 

Though  about  his  philosophy  there  is  always 
a  savor  of  fresh  flowers  and  old  Ealernian,  and 
though  his  saws  are  set  to  lightsome  music,  our 
friend  Flaccus  uttered  words  of  wisdom  now 
and  then,  and  dealt  stricter  justice  to  himself 
than  to  Cajsar  or  Maecenas  ;  and  thus  he  wrote 
when  his  tenth  lustre  was  waning : 

Jam  nec  spes  animi  credula  mutui, 

Nec  certare  juvat  mero, 

Nec  viuciie  uovis  tempora  floribus. 

The  lines  are  not  hard  to  construe,  and  cer- 
tain elders,  under  certain  circumstances,  might, 
with  advantage,  lay  them  to  heart.  We  can 
not  wonder  at  the  jubilation  of  Lycus  when  the 
dissimilis  Chloe  consents  to  smile  upon  his  suit ; 
but  if  he  would  moderate  the  first  exuberance 
of  his  transports,  it  might  be  better,  not  only 
for  his  dignity,  but  for  his  interests.  Chloe,  at 
least,  w^ould  be  little  likely  to  quarrel  with  such 
reserve  in  her  adorer. 

Under  Ralph  Atherstone's  rugged  exterior 
there  was  hidden  a  shrewd  tact  that  not  inaptly 
supplied  the  place  of  innate  delicacy.  His  man- 
ner that  afternoon  might  have  appeared  to  some 
rather  formal  and  cold ;  but  in  her  present  frame 
of  mind  it  exactly  suited  Lena.  She  had  no 
aversion  for  her  affianced,  and  already  it  was 
pleasant  to  feel  herself  under  thoroughly  safe 
protectorate  ;  nevertheless,  it  was  an  intense  re- 
lief to  find  that  she  was  not  expected  to  be  even 
passively  amative. 

Ten  minutes  after  the  words  of  their  be- 
trothal had  been  spoken  the  pair  were  sitting 
side  by  side,  but  at  a  fairly  decorous  distance, 
discussing  their  future  as  placidly  as  if  months 
had  passed  since  then.  Lord  Atherstone  was 
quite  frank  about  the  state  of  affairs  at  Temple- 
stowe. 

"There  must  be  a  change,  of  course,"  he 
said,  "sooner  or  later,  perhaps  the  sooner  the 
better ;  but  it  takes  some  time  to  make  a  new 
home,  and  I  should  be  loth  to  hurry  Philip  and 
Marian  in  their  arrangements.  She  has  been 
a  good  daughter  to  me.  I  fancy  you'll  get  on 
well  together.  At  any  rate,  you  w^on't  mind 
sheltering  them  till  they're  settled  ?" 

"How  could  I  mind  it?"  Lena  interrupted. 
"It  is  the  very  thing  I  should  have  suggested. 
I  wish  I  could  be  sure  that  Lady  Marian  would 
like  me ;  she  might  give  me  so  many  hints  about 
housekeeping.  You  know  I  shall  make  all  sorts 
of  mistakes,  for  our  menage  at  Blytheswold  is  on 


the  most  limited  scale,  and  I  have  had  no  prac- 
tice even  there ;  and  besides,  I  shall  feel  so  fear- 
fully like  an  interloper  at  first." 

"Never  that^  I  hope, " he  said,  gravel3\  ' ' Ma- 
rian's a  very  good  manager,  I  believe,  and  I  am 
much  mistaken  in  her  if  she  doesn't  help  you  to 
feel  yourself  at  home  at  once.  I  shall  write  to 
her — not  to  Philip — by  to-night's  post ;  and  I 
have  not  much  time  to  spare.  I  must  see  your 
mother,  of  course,  before  I  go." 

He  leaned  forward  as  he  rose,  and  kissed  her 
— this  time  upon  the  cheek ;  but  still  with  the 
same  formal  courtesy  that  had  marked  his  first 
salute. 

Five  minutes  later  Lena  sat  in  her  own  room 
alone,  rather  dazed  than  bewildered,  but  with 
an  impression,  nevertheless,  that  every  thing 
had  gone  more  smoothly  than  she  had  expected. 
At  any  rate,  this  much  is  certain :  if  by  speak- 
ing a  word  she  could  have  undone  the  evening's 
work — ay  I  and  the  morning's  to  boot — that 
word  would  not  now  have  been  spoken. 

Over  Mrs.  Shafton's  interview  with  her  in- 
tended son-in-law  it  is  not  necessary  to  linger  ; 
though  brief,  it  was  very  much  to  the  purpose ; 
and  when  it  -was  ended,  she  had  every  right  to 
indulge  in  the  luxury  of  a  long,  blissful  reverie  ; 
for  the  shoals  were  weathered  now,  and  between 
her  fair  ship  and  anchorage  lay  nothing  but  the 
common  chances  of  life  and  death,  t. 

If  Ralph  Lord  Atherstone  had  been  asked 
the  question  whether  from  infancy  npward  he 
had  ever  stood  in  awe  of  any  human  being,  he 
might  very  safely  have  answered  "No."  For 
his  homely  old  father  he  had  entertained  but 
little  reverence — not  a  particle  of  fear ;  and  if 
in  his  early  soldiering  days  he  held  his  chief  in 
some  inward  as  well  as  outward  respect,  it  was 
to  the  authority,  not  to  the  man,  that  he  de- 
ferred, on  the  principle  of  a  sentinel  saluting. 
Of  late  years,  wheresoever  he  abode,  he  had  had 
the  right  to  command,  and  had  naturally  w  axed 
more  and  more  independent  of  others'  opinion. 
Notwithstanding  this,  it  was  not  without  a  kind 
of  awkwardness  and  reluctance  that  he  began 
the  letter  wherein  his  affianced  was  to  be  pre- 
sented to  her  relatives  in  posse:  indeed,  two  or 
three  sheets  were  torn  up  before  one  was  filled. 
Thus  the  note  ran  at  last : 

"My  pear  Marian,— By  all  rule  and  precedent  this 
letter  ought  to  be  addressed  to  Philip.  I  address  it 
thus  simply  because  I  think  that  the  news  it  brings 
concern  you  more  nearly  than  him.  If  I  have  not 
misjudged  you  both,  he  has  always  rather  disliked 
Templestowe  than  otherwise,  while  you  have  growni 
fond  of  the  place ;  and  therefore  would  be  more  in- 
terested in  any  change  there.  There  will  be  a  great 
change,  and  very  soon ;  for  I  hope  within  a  few  weeks 
to  bring  a  wife  home.  Her  uame  is  Lena  Shafton, 
and  she  comes  of  as  good  a  stock  as  any  in  the  North 
Country,  though  the  Blytheswold  branch  is  the  youn- 
ger one.  In  all  other  respects  I  suppose  the  world 
will  call  my  choice  unwise ;  but  the  world  and  I  have 
had  so  little  to  do  with  each  other  of  late  that  this 
does  not  trouble  me.  I  believe  that  the  future  Lady 
Atherstone  would  become  a  higher  station  than  I  can 
offer  her.  And  she  believes  that  there  is  nothing  to  hin- 
der our  happiness,  though  I  am  more  than  twice  her 
age.  This  ought  surely  to  be  sufficient.  I  do  not  ex- 
pect any  congratulations  from  you ;  but  I  do  expect 
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that  you  will  help  to  make  Lena's  way  smooth  at  first : 
how— your  own  sense  and  tact  will  tell  you  better 
than  I  could  suggest.  If  I  am  wrong  in  this  alliance 
it  will  be  unlucky  for  us  all.  You  know  enough  of  our 
family  arrangements  to  be  aware  that  I  could  not,  if  I 
would,  materially  aflfect  Philip's  future  interests.  I 
should  be  sorry,  indeed,  if  I  thought  that  you  could 
possibly  interpret  a  word  I  have  written  into  a  notice 
to  quit  Templestowe.  I  hope— and  Lena  thoroughly 
sympathizes  with  me  here— that  you  will  make  it 
your  home  till  you  have  found  another  quite  to  your 
mind ;  and  you  will  be  welcome  there  at  any  and  all 
times  till  my  death  brings  you  back  to  your  own.  You 
need  not  answer  this,  as  I  shall  be  home  by  the  end 
of  the  week.  When  we  meet  I  do  not  wish  my  in- 
tended marriage  to  be  a  forbidden  subject;  I  only 
wish  it  to  be  considered  as  practically  an  accom- 
plished foct.  About  such  things  perhaps  the  least 
said  the  soonest  mended.  You  will  show  this  to 
Philip,  of  course,  so  that  I  need  send  him  no  separate 
message. 

"  1  am  now  and  always  affectionately  yours, 

"  Atuekstone." 

A  simple,  straightforward  letter  enough,  and 
though  a  trifle  imperious,  kindly,  not  less  than 
honestly,  meant ;  yet  it  did  not  altogether  sat- 
isfy the  writer.  He  imagined  Marian's  keen 
satirical  eyes  gleaming  and  her  lips  curling  as 
she  read ;  and  this  fancy  might  account  for  the 
half-defiant  term  of  more  than  one  sentence. 
HoAvever,  it  was  finished,  such  as  it  was ;  and 
as  he  rose  from  his  writing-table.  Lord  Ather- 
stone  shook  himself  as  a  man  who  has  been 
working  hard  in  a  constrained  posture ;  and  he 
did  not  feel  quite  at  ease  till  he  had  dropped 
the  letter  into  a  pillar-box  on  his  way  down  to 
Saint  James's  Street. 

You  remember  the  brightening  of  Ralph's 
face  when  Lena  gave  him  the  last  assurance  he 
required  ;  in  despite  of  his  late  occupation  this 
could  not  have  altogether  vanished  ;  for  he  had 
not  been  long  in  his  club,  when  a  man  who 
had  watched  him  curiously  for  a  minute  or  so, 
came  up  and  accosted  him.  The  two  had  been 
intimate  and  friends,  so  far  as  the  tempera- 
ment of  one  allowed,  since  they  first  served 
together ;  and  still  called  each  other  by  their 
Christian  names. 

"What's  happened  to  you,  Ralph?"  Sir 
Charles  Wroughton  said.  "  You  look  positive- 
ly benevolent.  If  you  hadn't  more  money  than 
you  could  spend,  I  should  have  thought  you 
had  come  into  a  fortune  ;  or  if  you  were  a 
score  of  years  younger,  that  you  were  going  to 
be  married." 

Atherstone  smiled  rather  grimly. 

"  Considering  it  was  a  snap  shot  and  made 
in  a  bad  light,  that  second  barrel  does  you  cred- 
it. It  has  an  odd  sound,  I  dare  say ;  but — I  am 
going  to  be  married." 

In  the  distant  corner  where  they  stood  their 
talk  could  not  be  overheard,  and  the  room  was 
nearly  empty ;  but  the  long  shrill  whistle  with 
which  the  other  greeted  this  intelligence  caused 
more  than  one  reader  of  the  evening  papers  to 
look  up. 

"It  does  sound  odd,"  he  assented,  after  a 
pause  of  several  seconds  ;  "but  what  does  sound 
matter,  after  all?    I  believe  we're  both  of  us 
in  the  very  bloom  of  our  age,  if  the  world  would 
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only  think  so ;  and  you're  the  wiriest  of  the 
two.  At  any  rate,  w^e  can  give  weight  away 
yet,  to  most  of  the  cigarette  —  and  —  absinthe 
lot.  No,  it  isn't  the  age  that  staggers  me ;  but 
I  thought  you  were  more  set  as  a  widower  than 
I  am  as  a  bachelor.  Is  it  indiscreet  to  ask  the 
lady's  name  ?   Or,  at  all  events,  do  I  know  her  ?" 

"There's  no  mystery  in  the  matter ;  and  you 
knew  her  about  a  week  before  I  did.  It  is 
Percy's  niece,  Lena." 

Wroughton's  eyes  ceased  to  twinkle,  and  his 
jovial  countenance  fell. 

"Percy's  niece?"  he  muttered — "and  wild 
Cosmo  Shafton's  daughter?  and — " 

He  was  not  a  recluse  like  his  friend,  you  see, 
and  was  pretty  well  posted  in  all  the  scandals 
of  the  last  ten  years.  If  the  sentence  had  been 
completed,  it  might  have  run — "and  the  girl 
they  talked  of  with  Caryl  Glynne?"— but  he 
gulped  the  words  back,  and  went  on — "How 
we  should  have  laughed  when  we  were  all  up 
at  Kirkfell,  if  any  one  had  prophesied  what 
would  come  to  pass !  You,  most  of  all,  Ralph, 
I  do  believe." 

"  Not  unlikely — ^just  at  first ;  but  before  I 
got  south  I  knew  my  own  mind,  though  she 
never  knew  it  till  yesterday.  You've  my  free 
leave  to  laugh  as  much  as  you  like  now — not 
that  any  of  you  would  ask  it.  You  haven't 
congratulated  me  yet." 

In  much  going  to  and  fro  in  the  world  Sir 
Charles  Wroughton  had  not  rubbed  off  all  his 
honesty,  and  still  had  a  fair  amount  of  con- 
science left  at  the  service  of  ^Wis  friends.  He 
w^ould  not  be  trapped  into  a  conventionalism 
now. 

"  Compliments  would  be  rather  out  of  place 
between  you  and  me,"  he  grumbled.  "You 
don't  want  to  be  told  at  this  time  of  day  that  I 
wish  well  to  you  and — and — yours."  It  was  a 
tough  monosyllable,  but  he  mastered  it  at  last. 
"There  will  be  plenty  to  congratulate,  and  not 
a  few  to  envy  you.  She's  handsomer  than  any 
picture  I've  seen." 

Atherstone's  face  brightened  again.  It  w^n.s 
very  evident  how  even  that  acknowledgment 
gratified  him. 

And  then  their  conversation  turned  on  safer 
ground. 

Years  after,  with  the  regret  of  a  man  who 
has  in  his  obstinacy  set  at  naught  a  clear  evil 
omen,  Ralph  remembered  the  strangeness  of 
his  old  comrade's  manner,  and  how  in  the 
meagre  expression  of  sympathy  his  tongue  had 
halted.  When  the  end  had  come  to  pass  Charles 
Wroughton  called  himself  coward  for  not  hav- 
ing spoken  out  bluntly,  though,  after  all,  he  had 
notliing  surer  to  rest  upon  than  report  or  sur- 
mise ;  nor  would  plain  speaking  have  much 
availed.  If  proof  positive  had  been  set  before 
Ralph  Atherstone  just  then,  he  would  assured- 
ly have  refused  to  listen  or  to  read ;  and  vague 
hints  or  w^arnings  would  no  more  have  turned 
him  from  his  purpose  than  floating  flecks  of 
thistle-down  would  check  or  change  the  course 
of  the  north  wind. 
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BORDER  REMINISCENCES. 

By  RANDOLPH  B.  MARCY,  U.S.A. 


XII.— A  ROUGH  CUSTOMER. 

AERIEND  of  ours,  while  journeying  through 
Northern  Minnesota  in  1858,  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  Sir  Francis  Sykes,  an  En- 
glish amateur  sporting  gentleman,  who  was  re- 
turning from  an  extended  hunting  expedition 
upon  the  head  waters  of  the  Saskatchewan  and 
its  tributaries,  in  the  Hudson  Bay  Company's 
territory.  He  had  several  wagons  loaded  with 
moose,  elk,  mountain-sheep,  and  antelope  ant- 
lers, buffalo  heads,  panther  and  grizzly  bear 
skins,  and  numerous  other  trophies  of  his  prow- 
ess— all  of  which  were  kindly  exhibited  to  our 
friend  ;  and  the  manner,  locality,  and  circum- 
stances attending  the  discovery,  capture,  and 
killing  of  each  were  minutely  described  by  the 
distinguished  votary  of  Nimrod. 

Sir  Francis  was  eminently  dignified  and 
courtly  in  his  deportment,  but  at  the  same  time 
there  was  a  high-toned  urbanity,  mixed  Avith  a 
good  share  of  dry  humor,  in  his  composition ; 
and  he  evinced  a  keen  appreciation  for  the 
ludicrous,  as  the  following  story,  related  by 
himself,  will  show : 

While  passing  through  the  unsettled  wilds 
of  Minnesota,  en  route  to  Fort  Garry  and  the 
hunting-grounds  in  the  Far  North,  Sir  Francis 
happened  to  fall  in  with  an  old  hunter  and 
trapper  who  hi\^  passed  the  best  part  of  his  life 
in  the  mountains,  and  whose  adventures  inter- 
ested him  so  much  that  he  employed  him  to 
act  as  guide  and  hunter  to  his  party. 

This  man  was  one  of  those  anomalous,  self- 
reliant  specimens  of  humanity  only  found 
among  the  Indians,  or  in  the  outer  line  of 
frontier  settlements,  and  he  regarded  himself 
fully  as  good,  if  not  a  little  better,  than  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  or  any  potentate 
in  the  universe.  Moreover,  he  entertained  the 
most  supreme  contempt  for  what  he  considered 
as  the  ridiculous  conventionalities  and  customs 
of  civilized  society,  having  no  respect  whatever 
for  the  deference  paid  by  many  to  rank  and 
titles.  He  could  not  be  taught  to  give  Sir 
Francis  his  proper  appellation,  but  generally 
called  him  "Pap,"  or  "old  man  Sykes;"  and 
when  he  wished  to  be  particularly  respectful 
he  would  address  him  as  "Cap,"  "Boss,"  or 
"Square."  This,  however,  did  not  give  Sir 
Francis  any  uneasiness,  as  he  Avas  a  sensible 
man,  and  rather  enjoyed  the  thing  than  other- 
wise. 

The  party,  augmented  by  this  "Leather- 
stocking, ''continued  on  down  Red  River  to  Pem- 
bina, and  in  due  course  of  time  arrived  at  Fort 
Garry,  when  the  extensive  retinue  drew  up  in 
front  of  the  gate,  and  Sir  Francis  directed  his 
guide  to  go  in,  find  the  Governor,  and  say  to 
him  that  Sir  Francis  Sykes,  just  arrived  from 
London,  presented  his  compliments  to  Governor 
Mactavish,  and  begged  he  would  do  him  the 


favor  of  stepping  out  for  a  moment,  as  he  de- 
sired to  speak  with  him  ;  and,  in  order  to  insure 
that  no  blunder  should  be  made,  he  repeated 
the  message  to  the  man,  who  gave  him  to  un- 
derstand that  he  comprehended  its  purport  per- 
fectly, and  thereupon  entered  the  fort,  quite 
elated  at  the  importance  of  his  errand,  and  the 
confidence  reposed  in  him  by  his  distinguished 
employer.  Having  ascertained  where  the  Gov- 
ernor's quarters  were,  he  went  directly  up  to 
the  door,  and,  without  ringing  or  knocking, 
opened  it,  entered  sans  ceremonic,  and  approach- 
ing the  Governor,  who  was  seated  at  a  table 
busily  engaged  in  writing,  administered  a  hearty 
slap  upon  his  back  with  his  huge  paw,  and  said  : 
"  How  are  ye  by  this  time,  ole  boss  ?" 

Astounded  at  such  audacious  familiarity,  the 
dignified  Governor  jumped  to  his  feet,  and  fa- 
cing the  intruder  with  a  menacing  ex})ression  of 
countenance,  exclaimed:  "What  in  the  devil 
do  you  mean,  you  scoundrel  ?  Get  out  of  my 
house  instantly,  or  111  have  you  kicked  out!" 

The  guide  was  by  no  means  intimidated  or 
discomposed  at  this  rude  reception  of  his  well- 
meant  salutation,  but  with  a  significant  wink 
of  one  eye,  as  much  as  to  indicate  that  he  knew 
Avhat  he  was  about,  he  replied  :  "  Hold  on. 
Gov,  keep  cool,  and  skip  the  hard  Avords,  fur 
ole  man  Sykes,  out  thar  to  the  gate,  Avants  to 
see  ye.  He's  got  some  com\)\c-7ne7its  for  ye, 
I  guess.  So  come  along,  Goa',  and  don't  be 
skeert ;  I'll  show  ye  the  AA'ay !" 

XIII.— THE  OLD  ARMY. 

The  officers  of  the  army,  previous  to  the  re- 
bellion, Avere,  for  the  most  part,  educated  at  the 
]\Iilitary  Academy ;  and  it  must  be  admitted 
that  they  Avere  generally  men  of  intelligence 
and  culture,  who  entertained  the  most  exalted 
conceptions  of  integrity  and  moral  personal  re- 
sponsibility. These  attributes  were  cherished 
and  cultivated  in  service  Avith  an  esprit  du  corps 
truly  commendable. 

The  numerous  examples  Avhere  these  men, 
during  the  late  war,  Avere  intrusted  with  the  dis- 
bursement of  vast  sums  of  public  money,  and 
could  perhaps,  had  they  been  so  disposed,  have 
swindled  the  government  and  covered  their 
tracks,  as  some  others  are  said  to  have  done, 
but  Avho,  instead  of  this,  guarded  the  public  in- 
terests Avith  zealous  care,  and  are  noAv  entirely 
dependent  upon  their  limited  pay  for  subsist- 
ence from  month  to  month,  most  strikingly 
evinces  the  truth  of  Avhat  has  been  stated. 
Moreover,  the  appropriations  made  for  Indians 
by  the  Congress  of  1868,  wherein  army  officers 
were  required  to  Avitness  the  disbursements  of 
civilian  agents  and  certify  to  their  accuracy, 
conclusively  shoAvs  the  confidence  reposed  in 
their  integrity  by  our  National  Legislature. 

But,  alas  I  for  the  good  of  the  nation,  the 
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greater  part  of  these  pure  and  noble  spirits  laid 
down  their  lives,  were  crippled,  or  ruined  their 
constitutions  in  the  service  of  their  country  dur- 
ing the  protracted  continuance  of  the  rebellion, 
so  that  but  few  of  them  now  remain  upon  the 
active  service  list. 

It  is  a  notable  fact,  however,  that  there  were 
in  the  old  establishment  a  few  men  who,  for 
.gallant  conduct  in  action,  had  been  promoted 
from  the  ranks,  or  who,  through  the  influence 
of  political  friends,  had  obtained  commissions, 
and  many  of  these  were  accomplished  gentle- 
men, honorable  men,  and '  excellent  officers  ; 
but  the  education  of  some  had  been  sadly  neg- 
lected ;  and,  indeed,  one  was  occasionally  found 
who  entertained  supreme  contempt  for  any  lit- 
erature save  the  Army  Regulations  and  the 
Tactics. 

Upon  a  certain  occasion,  the  precise  date  of 
which  it  is  not  necessary  to  mention,  when  a 
detachment  of  troops  was  about  setting  out 
from  the  Missouri  River  upon  a  long  march 
across  the  Plains,  and  when  the  limited  amount 
of  transportation  had  rendered  it  necessary  to 
reduce  the  officers'  baggage  to  the  minimum 
regulation  allowance,  the  commanding  officer, 
who  was  never  known  to  consume  much  time 
over  books,  but  seldom  declined  a  pressing  in- 
vitation to  participate  in  a  social  glass,  was  ap- 
plied to  by  a  young  subaltern  just  from  West 
Point  for  permission  to  carry  along  a  small 
package  of  books  which  he  had  provided  him- 
self with  to  while  away  the  dull  monotony  of 
garrison  life.  The  commander  replied,  that  he 
was  always  ready  and  willing  to  do  any  thing 
in  reason  for  all  his  officers  ;  but,  when  transpor- 
tation was  so  very  limited,  as  in  that  particular 
instance,  he  did  not  feel  authorized  to  encumber 
his  wagons  with  such  useless  trumpery  as  books, 
lie  was  very  sorry  to  refuse,  but  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  comply  with  the  request.  The  young  gen- 
tleman went  away  greatly  disappointed  ;  and 
shortly  afterward  another  officer,  a  particular 
friend  of  the  commander,  came  up  and  made 
application  to  have  a  barrel  of  whisky  transport- 
ed in  the  wagons,  which  probably  Aveighed  ten 
times  as  much  as  the  lieutenant's  rejected  little 
parcel  of  books.  To  this  request  he  received 
the  following  reply : 

"  Certainly,  Lieutenant — certainly.  Sir  ;  of 
course  you  can  take  along  a  barrel  or  two  of 
whisky,  or  any  thing  else  in  reason ;  but  the  idea 
of  lumbering  up  my  wagons  with  books  is  most 
preposterous,  and  I  must  say  that  I  am  aston- 
ished at  such  an  unreasonable  request  coming 
from  any  officer  of  my  command." 

This  same  officer  was  once  presented  with  a 
sword  by  a  friend,  who  assured  him  that  it  Avas 
a  genuine  specimen  of  the  rare  Toledo  blade. 
He  himself,  it  is  true,  had  not  a  very  clear  con- 
ception of  Avhat  was  meant  by  this  peculiar  des- 
ignation of  the  weapon,  as  will  appear  in  the 
sequel ;  but  he  was  confident  tliat  it  was  some- 
thing better  than  the  regulation  sabre,  and 
prized  it  highly.  He  often  exhibited  the  pres- 
ent to  his  friends,  who  generally  concnrred  with 


him  in  the  discussion  of  its  merits ;  but  upon 
one  occasion  an  officer,  who  professed  to  be  a 
connoisseur  in  such  matters,  ventured  to  ex- 
press a  doubt  as  to  the  quality  of  the  metal,  re- 
marking, at  the  same  time,  that  but  very  few 
well-authenticated  Toledo  or  Damascus  blades 
could  now  be  found  in  any  part  of  the  world, 
and  that  probably  the  most  of  these  were  in 
possession  of  rich  Spanish  hidalgos,  who  could 
not  be  induced  to  part  with  them  at  any  price. 
Moreover,  added  he,  the  secret  of  manipulating 
the  steel  from  which  these  rare  specimens  of 
art  were  produced  was  lost  in  the  seventeenth 
century. 

The  proprietor  of  the  weapon,  at  this  attempt 
to  cast  a  shadow  of  doubt  upon  its  genuineness, 
became  quite  excited,  and,  jumping  to  his  feet, 
exclaimed,  in  a  loud  tone  of  voice  :  "Spanish 
hidalgo — h — 1 !  I  tell  you.  Sir,  this  is  no  coun- 
terfeit, but  a  real  Simon  pure  Toledo  blade; 
and  I  pledge  you  my  word.  Sir,  that  a  friend 
of  old  Toledo  himself  assured  me  that  this  was 
the  very  last  sword  the  old  man  made  before  he 
took  sick  and  died." 

XIV.— INDIAN  DIPLOMACY. 

It  is  generally  believed  by  those  who  are  not 
familiar  with  the  character  of  the  aborigines  of 
the  West,  that  they,  like  the  African  race,  ara 
inferior  in  intellect  to  the  Caucasian,  and  that 
their  powers  of  mind  are  so  limited  that  crafty 
and  designing  white  men  can  cheat  and  cajole 
them  without  their  being  aware  of  the  fact. 
This,  however,  is  very  far  from  being  true,  as 
can  easily  be  shown.  The  fact  is,  the  intellect- 
ual and  reasoning  powers  of  the  natives  are  in 
the  highest  degree  active  and  bright,  and  they 
possess  as  correct  an  appreciation  of  right  and 
justice,  and  as  vivid  a  conception  of  wrong  and 
fraud,  as  any  other  people. 

Nearly  all  the  trouble  we  have  encountered, 
in  our  dealings  with  the  Indian  tribes  for  the 
last  fifty  years,  has  resulted  from  the  non-com- 
pliance on  our  part  with  treaty  stipulations,  to- 
gether with  the  injustice  and  fraud  practiced 
upon  them  by  dishonest  agents.  And  this  is 
as  well  understood  and  appreciated  by  them  as 
it  would  be  by  Avhite  men. 

A  few  apposite  examples,  which  I  am  about 
to  relate,  will  illustrate  this  most  conclusively. 

A  chief  of  one  of  the  bands  of  Sioux  told  the 
commissioners  who  were  making  a  treaty  with 
them  that  his  people  did  not  want  any  more 
agents  who  had  fathers  and  brothers-in-law  to 
support  from  their  annuities.  That  the  one 
present  (pointing  to  an  ex-agent)  came  among 
them  with  all  his  w'orldly  effects  contained  in  a 
carpet-bag,  but  accompanied  by  a  considerable 
retinue  of  relatives,  all  of  whom  occupied  posi- 
tions about  the  agency  for  four  years  ;  and 
when  they  went  away,  it  took  several  wagons 
to  carry  their  effects.    They  were  all  rich. 

A  chief  of  another  prairie  tribe,  in  a  council 

with  General  ,  told  him  that  their  agent, 

who  was  present,  had  stolen  half  their  goods, 
and  buried  the  balance. 
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Along  the  western  slope  of  the  Rocky  Mount- 
ains, near  the  base  of  the  snow-clad  and  ele- 
vated peaks  of  the  Sierra  de  la  Plata,  upon 
the  head  waters  of  the  Colorado  of  California, 
and  in  one  of  the  most  picturesque,  but  remote 
and  unfrequented,  sections  within  the  limits  of 
our  entire  possessions,  are  found  two  nomadic 
bands  of  Indians  called  "  Ca-po-ta"  and  "  Wo- 
man-o-che' —  Utes — who  yet  are  uncontaminated 
by  contact  with  the  Anglo-Saxon. 

That  ubiquitous  and  all-pervading  cosmopo- 
lite, the  gold-hunter,  who  has  prospected"  al- 
most every  other  gulch"  and  crevice  in  our 
vast  mountain  ranges,  has  not  as  yet  penetra- 
ted into  the  heart  of  this  particular  locality,  so 
that  the  natives  of  this  section  may  be  said  to 
retain  to  this  day  very  nearly  their  normal  con- 
dition. 

A  careful  observer  of  human  nature,  who 
visited  the  country  alluded  to  but  a  short  time 
since,  came  in  contact  with  many  of  the  In- 
dians who  roam  over  it,  and  upon  one  occa- 
sion the  principal  chief  of  the  Woman-o-ches, 
"  Pe-as-te-cho-pa,"  with  twenty  of  his  braves, 
paid  a  visit  to  his  camp.  The  chief  was  a  man 
of  highly  dignified  bearing,  about  sixty  years 
of  age,  and  a  magnificent  specimen  of  his  race. 
Possessing  a  commanding  and  well-proportion- 
ed figure  of  the  Apollo  Belvidere"  type,  which 
was  tall,  erect,  and  lithe,  with  an  open,  intelli- 
gent, and  kindly  expression  of  countenance,  all 
his  movements  and  gestures  were  eminently 
dignified  and  graceful. 

He  bore  the  reputation  of  being  a  great  war- 
rior, and  had  performed  many  daring  and  sig- 
nal feats  of  valor  ;  but  it  was  said  of  him  that, 
during  the  excitement  of  battle,  the  lineaments 
of  his  features  underwent  such  an  entire  meta- 
morphosis, that  the  calm  repose  of  his  usually 
benignant  countenance  then  assumed  an  ex- 
pression of  the  most  savage  and  diabolical  fe- 
rocity. 

After  going  through  the  customary  Indian 
greeting  of  hugging  and  rubbing  faces  together, 
they  seated  themselves  upon  the  grass  and  in- 
formed their  white  brothers  that  a  big  smoke 
was  the  next  important  feature  on  the  pro- 
gramme. This  preliminary  having  been  dis- 
posed of  with  all  due  ceremony,  the  chief  said 
he  would  like  to  be  informed  as  to  the  object 
of  this  visit  of  the  pale-faces  into  his  country ; 
and  he  was  particularly  desirous  to  know  if  this 
was  a  prelude  to  the  advent  of  gold-hunters, 
to  which  he  and  his  people  were  firmly  opposed, 
as  he  said  they  were  fully  aware  of  the  fact 
that  this  would  lead  to  their  speedy  demorali- 
zation and  extinction. 

He  was  assured  that  this  was  not  the  object 
of  the  visit,  but  that  it  was  one  merely  of  curi- 
osity and  pleasure.  He  was  satisfied,  and  a 
long  talk  ensued,  during  which  the  chief  in- 
quired if  any  one  of  the  party  ever  communi- 
cated, either  orally  or  by  letter,  with  their 
*'  great-grandfather,"  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  And  on  being  informed  that  the 
principal  man  present  was  in  constant  commu- 


nication with  his  venerable  relative,  he  said  it 
would  be  agreeable  to  him  if  he  would  make 
known  to  the  head  chief  of  the  whites  that  the 
Utes,  from  time  to  time,  had  had  a  number 
of  agents  sent  to  them,  some  of  whom  had 
proved  good  and  others  bad.  For  example : 
he  was  of  opinion  that  Kit  Carson  and  three 
others  whom  he  named  were  honest  men,  and 
that  when  presents  were  sent  out  for  his  peo- 
ple by  the  President  these  agents  had  always 
brought  them  directly  to  the  tribe,  Avhere  they 
fairly  distributed  them ;  but  he  was  sorry  to  say 
that  he  had  not  so  much  confidence  in  three 
other  men  whose  names  he  mentioned,  and  who 
also  had  been  their  agents.  He  added :  It  is  a 
very  long  road  from  Washington  to  our  hunt- 
ing-grounds; and  when  our  great-grandfather 
starts  out  a  train  of  wagons  loaded  with  pres- 
ents for  his  red  children  in  the  mountains,  un- 
der charge  of  such  agents  as  those  last  men- 
tioned, they  do  not,  as  a  general  rule,  go  far  be- 
fore they  come  to  a  road  leaving  the  main  trail 
and  turning  to  the  right.  One  wagon  takes 
this  road,  and  gets  lost.  In  a  little  while  an- 
other wagon  takes  a  road  to  the  left,  and  is 
heard  of  no  more.  And  thus  they  continue  to 
depart  from  the  train,  until  at  length,  when  its 
destination  is  reached,  only  two  or  three  of  the 
original  outfit  remain.  All  the  others  have  dis- 
appeared, and  it  was  impossible  to  tell  what 
became  of  them ;  but  he  had  been  informed 
that  those  agents  suddenly  and  mysteriously 
became  rich. 

As  a  new  agent  had  just  been  appointed  for 
these  Indians,  it  was  suggested  to  the  chief 
that  perhaps  he  had  better  suspend  judgment 
in  regard  to  him  until  they  had  given  him  a 
fair  trial,  and  that  possibly  he  might  prove  as 
honest  and  true  a  friend  to  them  as  Carson  had 
been. 

He  did  not  seem  inclined  to  discuss  the  mer- 
its of  the  new  agent,  but  continued  to  detail 
his  grievances,  saying  that  his  people  were  very 
destitute  of  all  the  necessaries  of  life  ;  that  they 
had  put  on  their  very  best  attire  to  pay  this  visit 
of  ceremony ;  and  that  it  was  plain  to  be  seen 
they  were  then  nearly  naked ;  moreover,  he 
said,  they  had  nothing  to  eat,  except  a  few 
wild  berries  that  grew  in  the  mountains.  That 
when  Kit  Carson  was  their  agent  he  often  gave 
them  provisions,  and  occasionally  he  even  pre- 
sented them  with  sugar  and  coffee,  which  they 
did  not  like  at  first,  but  they  soon  became  very 
fond  of  it,  and  now  they  preferred  it  to  any 
thing  else  ;  so  that  if  the  party  had  a  little  to 
spare  he  would  be  mighty  glad  to  get  it. 

The  exponent  of  the  white  men  sympathized 
with  them  most  sincerely,  gave  them  some  pro- 
visions, and  reiterated  the  expression  of  earnest 
hope  that  their  new  agent  Avould  do  more  for 
them  than  any  others  had  done  ;  and  that  when 
he  undertook  to  conduct  a  train  of  wagons  con- 
taining presents  for  them  from  Washington  he 
would  keep  them  in  the  broad,  straight  road, 
and  allow  none  to  wander  away  and  get  lost 
on  side  trails. 
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The  chief,  who  had  seemed  averse  to  saying 
much  about  their  new  agent,  when  pressed  in 
this  manner,  remarked  that  it  was  true  he  did 
not  know  much  about  the  man,  but  they  would 
prefer  an  agent  like  Kit  Carson,  whom  they 
knew  well. 

XV.— A  FACETIOUS  INDIAN. 

The  Indian  warrior,  when  in  the  presence  of 
strangers,  never  allows  himself  to  relax  the  stern 
dignity  of  his  demeanor  by  a  smile  or  any  other 
exhibition  of  joy  or  hilarity;  neither  does  he 
manifest  the  least  curiosity  or  surprise  at  the 
exhibition  of  the  most  astounding  novelties  ;  but 
he  prides  himself  upon  his  power  of  maintaining 
the  most  imperturbable  gravity  upon  all  occa- 
sions and  under  all  circumstances. 

This  marked  peculiarity  in  his  character  has 
given  rise  to  the  impression  that  the  red  man 
is  a  cold,  phlegmatic,  and  unimpressible  creat- 
ure, who  is  totally  incapable  of  conceiving  or 
appreciating  any  thing  like  pleasantry  or  gay- 
ety ;  but  this  is  entirely  fallacious,  as  there  are 
no  more  gossiping  and  jocular  people  in  the 
world  than  the  prairie  Indians  when  assembled 
around  their  camp-fires  in  the  evening,  after  a 
successful  day's  hunt,  with  their  larders  well 
stocked  with  meat ;  and  the  continual  outbursts 
of  laughter  and  merriment  that  always  proceed 
from  these  social  gatherings  show  conclusively 
that  they  are  as  gay  and  mirthful  as  any  other 
class  of  people. 

That  they  are  also  addicted  to  practical  jokes, 
will  be  evident  after  reading  what  I  am  about 
to  relate. 

In  the  summer  of  18GG  a  marauding  party 
of  Apache  freebooters  came  into  the  vicinity  of 
one  of  our  military  posts  in  New  Mexico,  and, 
after  reconnoitring  the  surrounding  country, 
concealed  themselves  in  the  adjacent  mount- 
ains overlooking  the  fort,  and  laid  in  wait  for 
several  days  watching  for  a  favorable  opportu- 
nity to  make  a  descent  upon  the  government 
animals. 

Selecting  an  occasion  when  the  guards  were 
weak  and  not  particularly  on  the  alert,  they  in 
broad  daylight  crawled  up  under  cover  of  a  hill, 
and,  mounting  their  horses,  dashed  out  with  the 
most  unearthly  yells,  and  swooped  down  upon 
the  herd  of  horses  that  were  quietly  grazing  in 
close  proximity  to  the  fort,  which  terrified  them 
so  much  that  they  broke  away  from  the  herders, 
and  started  off  at  full  speed  toward  the  mount- 
ains, closely  pursued  by  the  savages. 

The  astonished  soldiers  used  every  endeavor 
to  prevent  the  "stampede,"  and  numerous  shots 
were  exchanged  in  the  running  melee,  but  the 
Indians  were  too  strong  for  them,  and  they 
were  forced  to  abandon  the  pursuit. 

Among  the  herding  party  was  a  bugler-boy, 
who  was  conspicuous  for  his  bravery  in  the 
fight,  and  for  the  persistent  efforts  he  made  to 
turn  the  animals  back  toward  the  fort ;  but  all 
was  without  avail ;  on  they  went,  with  the  sav- 
ages close  to  their  heels,  giving  forth  vociferous 
shouts  of  exultation,  and  directing  the  most  ob- 


scene and  insulting  gesticulations  to  the  pursu- 
ing party. 

While  this  exciting  contest  for  the  animals 
was  going  on,  an  old  Apache  brave  dashed  up 
in  rear  of  the  bold  bugler-boy,  and  could,  with- 
out doubt,  easily  have  killed  him  ;  but  instead 
of  doing  this,  his  propensity  for  a  joke  prepon- 
derated over  his  blood-thirsty  instincts,  and 
with  his  hand  he  knocked  the  boy's  hat  from 
his  head,  and  at  the  same  time  encouragingly 
patted  him  on  the  back,  as  much  as  to  say, 
"  Good  boy!"  and  rode  away  without  doing  him 
any  harm. 

XVI.— ABORIGINAL  PRECOCITY. 

Numerous  instances  have  come  under  the  ob- 
servation of  the  writer  going  to  show  that  the 
early  development  of  intellect  and  reasoning 
powers  is  more  premature  and  rapid  among  the 
natives  than  with  the  white  race. 

This  may  perhaps,  in  some  degree,  be  at- 
tributed to  the  fact  that  the  Indian  women  are 
unable  to  bestow  much  time  or  care  upon  their 
offspring,  and  their  children  are  often  left  to 
shift  for  themselves,  which  must,  of  course, 
make  them  more  independent  and  self-reliant 
than  they  otherwise  would  be. 

Any  one  who  has  visited  a  camp  of  wild  In- 
dians, and  witnessed  the  sports  of  the  young 
boys,  with  their  bright,  speaking  countenances, 
and  their  kqen  apprehension  of  every  thing 
that  is  said  or  done,  will  be  fully  convinced  of 
the  fact. 

The  following  incident  is  a  forcible  illustra- 
tion of  it : 

In  the  spring  of  18G7  a  party  of  Apache  ma- 
rauders made  a  raid  upon  one  of  our  most  re- 
mote military  posts,  situated  near  the  summit 
of  the  Sierra  de  la  Madre,  and  succeeded  in 
stampeding  and  driving  off  a  number  of  ani- 
mals ;  and  a  party  of  soldiers  and  citizens  was 
immediately  collected  and  started  in  pursuit. 

The  trace  led  them  over  precipitous  and  lofty 
mountain  passes  and  through  deep  and  difficult 
defiles  for  many  long  miles,  extending  even  into 
the  heart  of  Arizona,  where  it  terminated  in  a 
rancherio,  or  village,  where  the  families  of  the 
depredators  were  located.  Here  the  pursuing 
party  overtook  the  Indians,  and  a  battle  ensued, 
which  resulted  in  several  of  the  savages  being 
killed,  and  a  number  v/ounded  and  captured. 

Among  the  latter  was  a  little  girl  about  nine 
years  old,  who,  at  first,  was  as  much  terrified 
and  as  wild  as  a  young  antelope  wovdd  have 
been ;  but,  by  a  little  coaxing  and  kind  treat- 
ment, she  soon  became  reconciled  to  her  situa- 
tion, and  was  taken  back  to  the  fort,  where  she 
was  adopted  into  the  household  of  the  Mexican 
guide  who  accompanied  the  expedition.  She 
was  very  kindly  received  by  the  fiimily,  and 
new  clothing  and  blanket  substituted  for  the 
few  filthy  rags  that  hung  around  her  person; 
and  to  all  appearances  the  young  savage  was 
contented  and  happy  in  her  new  home. 

After  a  few  weeks  had  elapsed,  as  the  offi- 
cers of  the  fort  were  sitting  out  in  front  of  their 
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quarters  one  evening,  they  heard  (as  was  sup- 
posed) frequent  howlings  of  wolves  near  the 
guide's  house ;  but  this  was  not  an  unusual  oc- 
currence, and  did  not  attract  special  attention. 

On  the  following  morning,  however,  the  guide 
made  his  appearance  at  the  fort  with  a  most 
doleful  countenance,  and  informed  the  officers 
that  his  adopted  child  had  disappeared  during 
the  night ;  and  an  investigation  of  the  affair 
disclosed  the  fact  that  the  wolves  wnich  were 
heard  the  evening  before  were  nothing  more  or 
less  than  two  Apache  braves,  who  had  followed 
the  trail  of  the  soldiers  all  the  way  in  from  their 
remote  rancherio  in  the  mountains,  and,  by  con- 
cealing themselves  in  the  vicinity,  had  ascer- 
tained where  the  captive  child  was,  and  resort- 
ed to  this  novel  method  of  communicating  to 
her  a  knowledge  of  their  proximity ;  and  the 


little  creature,  with  an  instinctive,  or,  rather, 
with  an  acute  reasoning  perception  which  seems 
almost  marvelous  in  so  young  a  child,  had  at 
once  recognized  the  call  of  her  friends,  and  set 
about  making  preparations  for  escape. 

The  guide's  house  was  built  of  boulder  rocks 
laid  up  in  mud  mortar,  not  very  tenacious,  and 
the  girl  very  adroitly  and  noiselessly  managed 
to  loosen  and  pull  out  one  of  these  rocks,  mak- 
ing an  aperture  of  sufficient  size  to  permit  her 
egress,  with  her  new  wardrobe,  into  the  open 
air.  The  family  were  all  asleep  while  this  was 
going  on,  and  knew  nothing  of  it  until  they 
found  the  child  missing  in  the  morning,  when 
her  tracks  were  followed  to  where  she  met  two 
Indians,  from  whence  the  trace  of  the  three  led 
into  the  mountains,  where  it  was  lost  and  could 
be  found  no  more. 


OFTEN  during  the  long  and  sorrowful  days 
of  the  war,  as  the  Easy  Chair  wound  its 
slow  way  to  its  corner,  it  heard  a  quiet  greeting, 
and  looking  up  saw  a  friend  standing  aside  upon 
the  steps,  calm,  unhurried — and  the  greeting  was 
followed  by  the  significant  and  challenging  ques- 
tion^  "Well?"  The  tone  was  tender  and  tran- 
quil, and  conveyed  all  the  meaning  of  many 
words.  ' '  Where  are  we  now  ?  What  will 
come  of  this  last  news  ?  How,  when,  where 
will  the  bitter  struggle  end?"  Then  stepping 
out  upon  one  of  the  bridges  that  connect  the 
tower  of  the  staircase  with  the  various  floors 
of  the  huge  buildings  in  which  this  Magazine 
is  prepared,  the  Easy  Chair  and  its  friend  con- 
versed. There  Avas  a  singular  sagacity  and  jus- 
tice in  all  that  the  calm  friend  said,  and  the  most 
truculent  opponent  of  the  cause  to  which  his 
hopes  and  faith  were  given  would  have  heard 
nothing  acrid  or  exasperating  from  his  lips  even 
in  the  darkest  hour  of  the  struggle.  As  they 
parted  and  the  Easy  Chair  resumed  its  way  it 
was  with  a  soothed  and  cheerful  conviction  that, 
whatever  might  happen  to  states  and  nations,  no- 
thing could  shake  the  power  of  steadfast,  manly 
character. 

During  the  same  day,  or  any  other,  if  it  chanced 
to  move  into  some  other  part  of  the  buildings, 
whether  in  the  artists',  the  engravers',  or  the 
editors'  rooms  ;  in  the  bindery,  the  press-rooms, 
the  folding-rooms,  the  composing-rooms,  or  in 
the  counting-room,  the  Easy  Chair  encountered 
that  same  friendly,  serene  presence,  which  had 
yet  its  voice  of  authority  upon  occasion,  but 
which  seemed  to  pervade  all  the  rooms  like 
sunshine.  And  upon  all  who  met  him  that 
friend  made  the  same  impression.  To  every 
one,  editor,  printer,  errand-boy,  unknown  vis- 
itor, or  distinguished  guest,  he  was  so  simply 
courteous  and  kind  that  he  controlled  without 
commanding ;  and  in  otlier  days,  when  he  had 
been  the  head  of  the  most  turbulent  work-room, 
lie  had  kept  the  peace  without  an  oath  or  a  blow. 
It  was  the  man,  not  his  clothes  nor  his  condition, 
that  this  man  regarded.  It  was  as  natural  to 
him  to  stoD  in  the  street  and  talk  with  an  old 


black  woman  whom  he  knew  as  with  the  most 
renowned  author  whose  works  he  published. 
When  Oliver  Goldsmith  lay  in  his  coffin  the 
poor  women  who  had  known  him  sat  weeping 
upon  the  stairs  of  the  house.  And  so  when  this 
true  gentleman  died,  even  the  little  old  pie-wo- 
man who  sells  cakes  and  apples  through  the 
buildings  left  her  traffic  for  a  day,  and,  clad  in 
her  sad  best,  stood  tearful  at  his  funeral. 

It  was  not  strange,  therefore,  that  when  the 
fire  of  twenty  years  ago  seemed  to  have  destroy- 
ed every  thing  and  to  have  ruined  him  and  his 
partners,  the  quality  of  the  man  appeared  reflect- 
ively in  the  feeling  that  was  shown  toward  him 
by  those  who  see  us  all  without  disguise.  When 
the  misfortune  was  supposed  to  be  complete  the 
domestics  in  his  fiimily  assembled,  apparently  by 
a  common  feeling,  to  consider  how  they  could 
best  express  their  sympathy ;  and  as  he  returned 
home  at  evening  he  was  met  by  one  of  them, 
whom  they  had  chosen,  to  tell  him  that  they  had 
all  agreed  to  continue  their  service  at  reduced 
wages,  or  for  no  wages  at  all,  until  he  should  re- 
cover from  the  heavy  loss.  "  I  stood  every  thing 
very  well  up  to  that  time,"  said  he  to  a  friend 
who  tells  the  story  to  the  Easy  Chair,  and  who 
had  asked  him  if  it  were  true,  "but  that  broke 
me  down."  And  the  tears  were  in  his  eyes  as 
he  said  it. 

Of  course  every  one  who,  during  the  last  forty- 
five  years,  has  been  familiar  with  this  publishing 
house  knows  that  the  Easy  Chair  is  speaking  of 
Joseph  Wesley  Harper,  the  third  of  the  four 
brothers  by  whom  the  house  was  founded,  and 
who  recently  died  in  the  sixty-ninth  year  of  his 
age.  He  was  so  truly  modest,  he  avoided  pub- 
licity so  unostentatiously,  that  the  Easy  Chair  al- 
most feels  as  if  it  were  doing  wrong  to  mention 
him  here  with  praise  ;  so  hard  is  it  to  believe  that 
his  eyes  will  not  rest  upon  these  lines  with  all  the 
old  kind  appreciation.  But  it  is  a  sermon  or  a 
poem  that  none  of  us  can  spare,  the  life  of  a  man 
who  in  very  great  prosperity  kept  not  only  the 
true  heart  of  a  child,  but  the  humble  heart  that 
owned  no  inferior.  We  are  judged  usualW  by 
our  public  successes;  by  the  esteem  of  distin-. 
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guished  persons.  But  the  real  test  of  character 
is  the  feeling  of  those  before  whom  we  play  no 
part.  What  does  the  nurse  in  the  nursery  think 
of  us,  or  the  porter  in  the  store,  or  the  butcher- 
boy  ?  If  a  man's  children  confide  in  him — if  all 
whom  he  employs  at  home  and  in  his  business 
feel  that  he  is  full  of  thought  and  sympathy  for 
them  as  for  brethren — if  those  who  meet  him  per- 
ceive the  charm  of  his  urbanity,  and  as  they  draw 
nearer  and  know  him  better,  honor  and  love  him 
more  and  more,  we  may  be  very  sure  that  he  has 
the  noblest  human  qualities,  whose  influence  will 
be  a  possession  to  us  forever. 

Such  was  the  friend  whom  for  so  many  years 
in  its  little  labors  upon  these  pages  the  Easy 
Chair  has  constantly  seen,  and  whom  it  will  now 
see  no  more ;  and  as  it  meditates,  not  sadly,  but 
with  the  sober  cheerfulness  which  his  own  se- 
rene faith  in  the  divine  order  could  not  but  in- 
spire, upon  that  good  life  now  peacefully  ended, 
it  feels  how  truly  Wesley  Harper  will  always  be 
remembered  by  those  who  knew  him  well,  as 
among 

"The  wise  who  soar  but  never  roam, 
True  to  the  kindred  points  of  heaveu  and  home." 


It  has  been  suggested  to  the  Easy  Chair  that 
it  spoke  rather  too  swiftly  in  saying  that  the 
golden  age  of  the  National  Academy  was  passed  ; 
and  that,  in  fact,  it  would  have  been  as  correct 
to  say  that  the  phenix  was  consumed  at  the 
very  moment  when  the  young  bird  was  emerg- 
ing immortal  from  the  ashes  of  its  predecessor. 
If  the  Easy  Chair  had  said  the  "old  age"  of  the 
Academy  is  ended,  and  now  its  glorious  youth 
begins,  it  would  more  nearly  have  told  the  truth, 
is  the  implication  of  the  courteous  critic.  There 
is  no  lover  of  the  Muse  who  is  more  sincerely 
willing  to  believe  it  than  the  Easy  Chair.  Al- 
ready in  vision  it  beholds  the  fraternity  of  the 
arts  of  design,  forgetting  the  things  that  are  be- 
hind and  reaching  forth  unto  those  that  are  be- 
fore. Already  it  foretastes  the  delight  of  be- 
holding the  amazement  with  which  that  airy 
assassin,  T.  T.,  will  one  day  return  to  discover 
that  the  affix  A.  upon  the  catalogue  means 
A  1,  and  that  N.  A.  is  no  longer  No  Artist,  as 
he  has  more  than  insinuated. 

And  yet  when  the  Easy  Chair  said  that  the 
golden  age  was  passed  it  had  a  very  decided 
meaning.  That  meaning  was  not,  whatever  the 
envious  may  surmise,  that  its  own  golden  age 
was  gone.  Nor  yet  that  happy  and  prosperous 
years  were  not  in  store  for  the  Academv.  But 
only  that  the  age  which  precedes  quarreling  and 
cliques  and  cabals  had  passed  from  the  Acade- 
my, in  which  henceforth  there  must  l)e  parties 
and  the  roar  of  conflict.  Yet  undoubtedly,  as  so 
often  befalls  all  critics,  it  was  thrall  to  die  old 
habit  of  supposing  that  what  lies  beyond  our 
own  experience  was  fairer  than  what  we  haA-e 
seen.  When  the  Easy  Chair  recalls  the  ancient 
days  of  the  Academy,  tlie  morning  twiliglit  of 
history,  when  its  exhibition  was  in  Beekman 
Street  in  the  old  Clinton  Hall,  or  at  the  corner 
of  Leonard  Street  and  Broadway,  in  the  old  So- 
ciety Library  building,  of  which  a  kind  Provi- 
dence has  now  relieved  the  earth — it  imagines  a 
society  of  earnest  devotees  of  art,  friendly,  fra- 
ternal, bent  only  upon  the  advancement  oV  their 
calling,  in  the  broadest  sense,  felicitously  for- 
getful of  themselves ;  without  jealousy  or'envy, 


or  any  kind  of  uncharitableness  ;  an  Arcadian 
club ;  a  Paradise  fragrant  with  the  mingled 
fumes  of  the  pallet  and  of  the  Indian  weed. 

Alas !  Why  do  the  living  Arcadians  laugh  ? 
Why  do  the  denizens  of  that  Paradise  gaze  in 
such  amused  wonder  through  the  rolling  smoke 
at  the  Chair  of  too  easy  faith  ? 

Some  one  murmurs  the  venerable  gibe,  "yjas 
ineme  Academicie?!,^'  and  asks  whether  any  hu- 
man being  of  experience  ever  supposed  that  a 
club  of  artists  of  any  kind  Avas  a  fraternal  and 
harmonious  body  ?  Parties  beginning  now ! 
cries  another ;  parties  began  with  human  nature. 
Private  ambitions  ! — a  little  lack  of  perfect  char- 
ity !  Does  the  Easy  Chair  seriously  suppose  that 
no  fellow-brush  had  his  opinion  of  Ingham's  vel- 
vet flesh  or  of  Cole's  imagination  ?  Does  it  sup- 
pose that  Jarvis  and  Vanderlyn  and  Stuart  and 
Sully  and  Weir  had  no  mortal  parts  ?  Arcadia, 
indeed  !  Paradise,  forsooth  !  An  Easy  Chai  • 
might  as  well  imagine  that  there  was  no  poli  - 
ical  party-spirit  in  the  antediluvian  days  of  the 
Aurora  and  of  Jefferson's  Mattel  letter,  or  that 
the  Bucktails  were  more  saintly  than  the  Loco- 
focos. 

And  once  more  the  Easy  Chair  is  pressed  by 
the  question  whether  it  really  thinks  that  the 
days  of  Ingham  and  Inman  and  Cole  and  their 
associates  were  the  golden  days  of  American 
art  ?  Does  it  really  suppose  that  an  exhibition 
of  the  performances  of  that  time  could  survive 
the  merciless  fusillade  that  would  now  be  opened 
upon  it  in  every  newspaper  and  magazine  in  the 
city  ?  Does  it  not  feel  the  emancipation  of 
American  art  as  of  American  literature,  and 
that  it  is  as  foolish  to  call  the  brushes  of  that 
time  great  painters  as  to  call  Percival  and  East- 
burn  great  poets  ?  Is  the  Easy  Chair  so  un- 
speakably wooden  as  not  to  know  that  we  Ha  e 
in  a  new  age,  and  virtually  in  a  new  country  ? 
Does  it  not  know  that  when  it  speaks  of  the 
golden  age  of  the  Academy  as  behind  instead  of 
before,  it  persists  in  looking  through  a  glass 
darkly  instead  of  face  to  face,  as  it  may  if  it 
chooses  ?  Shall  we,  shall  Ave,  exclaims  the  loud 
Arcadian  chorus,  salute  the  Easy  Chair,  et  tu, 
old  for/1/  ? 

Now,  if  only  the  Easy  Chair  coiUd  be  alloAved 
a  Avord,  it  Avould  politely  inquire  Avhen  it  spoke 
of  the  golden  age  of  American  art  ?  Dear  fel- 
low-Arcadians, if  ever  it  does  so,  it  shall  be 
Avhen  promenading  through  the  stately  gallery 
hung  with  your  immortal  works.  Nor  will  it  be 
jesting,  as  the  infidel  reader  at  this  moment 
supposes.  There  Avas  never  better  performance, 
there  Avas  never  higher  promise  than  noAv,  in 
painting  and  sculpture,  as  in  CA'ery  other  branch  of 
the  arts  of  design.  If  it  Avere  not  for  the  prejios- 
terous  suggestion  that  a  tariff  should  be  passed  to 
exclude  foreign  pictures — in  other  Avords,  that 
American  pictorial  art  should  pull  doAvn  its  flag 
and  surrender — if  it  Avere  not  for  an  occasional 
folly  of  this  kind,  Avhich  seems  to  be  really  pop- 
ular among  the  painters,  it  could  truly  be  said 
that  the  body  of  painters  Avas  never  so  intelligent 
as  noAV,  and  that  so  many  good  pictures  Avere 
never  painted  as  are  painted  to-day. 

But  art  and  academy  are  not  identical ;  and 
Avhat  the  Easy  Chair  said  Avas  that  the  golden 
age  of  the  Academy  Avas  passed — golden  age, 
that  is,  childhood,  guileless  infancy,  the  tod- 
dling time — the  season  of  gristle,  before  it  has 
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hardened  into  bone  and  muscle  and  become  an 
efficient  man.  Hey?  hey?  as  George  the  Third 
used  to  say,  is  this  so  bad — is  this  so  grave  an 
offense  ?  In  this  pleasing  point  of  view,  is  it  so 
unmannerly  to  allude  to  the  departure  of  the 
golden  age?  Let  it  be  understood,  then,  that 
the  Easy  Chair  is  of  opinion  that  the  prattling 
and  playing  time  has  passed,  and  that  the  Acad- 
emy is  now  to  be  an  actual  force  and  inspiration 
in  the  development  of  universal  art  in  America. 
This  is  the  glorious  youth  of  which  mention  was 
made  above,  and  old  age  in  that  passage  ex- 
pressed weakness  only.  Let  us  hope  that  this 
clears  the  decks,  and  that  the  Chair  steps  cheer- 
fully out  of  the  dock  acquitted  of  the  capital 
charge  of  Old  Fogyism.  Yes,  in  this  generous 
sense  it  accepts  the  revolution. 

The  revolution  which  has  triumphed  in  the 
Academy  has  amended  the  constitution.  The 
powers  are  to  be  vested  in  a  body  of  professional 
artists  only ;  and  the  terrible  hanging  committee 
are  to  be  elected  by  the  whole  Academy,  and 
must  neither  be  officers  nor  members  of  the 
Council.  The  President  and  Vice-President  are 
to  be  annually  elected,  and  are  ineligible  for  more 
than  two  consecutive  terms.  Unquestionably  very 
much  of  this  remodeling  of  details  is  judicious  ; 
but  now,  in  order  that  an  age  which  we  shall  all 
agree  to  be  golden,  may  dawn  upon  the  Acad- 
emy, are  not  some  other  changes,  which  have  not 
been  sufficiently  considered,  essential?  Is  this  a 
revolution,  or  only  a  change  of  factions?  The 
Arcadians — for  by  what  fairer  name  could  the 
artists  of  every  kind  be  known  ? — are  aware  of  a 
movement  for  the  estabUshment  of  a  JMuseum  of 
Art  in  New  York.  Some  of  them  are  aware  that 
it  was  proposed  to  make  the  President  of  the 
Academy  an  ex  officio  vice-president.  Opposi- 
tion was  made,  ostensibly  upon  technical  parlia- 
mentary grounds,  and  the  plan  was  defeated. 
It  was  defeated  really  because  it  was  disliked. 
Why  was  it  disliked?  There  was  certainly  an 
undeniable  apparent  propriety  n  making  the 
President  of  an  established  and  respectable  insti- 
tution devoted  to  certain  branches  of  art,  and 
whose  members  Avere  artists,  which  indeed  to 
the  public  peculiarly  represented  the  interests  of 
art,  an  officer  of  the  new  Museum.  This  was 
undeniable,  and  was  not  abstractly  denied.  But 
the  formidable  secret  of  the  hostility  was  the  feel- 
ing that  the  National  Academy  of  Design  is  not 
a  National  Academy  of  Design!  And  that,  the 
most  airy  Arcadian  will  allow,  is  a  tremendous 
difficulty. 

"The  object  of  this  society, "says  the  charter, 
"is  the  cultivation  and  extension  of  the  arts  of 
design. "  What  are  the  arts  of  Design  ?  Paint- 
ing is  one.  Sculpture  is  one.  Architecture  is  one. 
Are  there  no  others  ?  Was  Guido  an  artist,  and  | 
Benvenuto  Cellini  not  an  artist  ?  W^as  Bandi-  i 
nelli  one,  and  not  Luca  della  Robbia?  Was 
Ingham  one,  and  not  Downing?  Is  not  an 
Etruscan  vase  as  properly  placed  in  a  gallery  of 
art  as  a  Madonna  of  Raphael's ;  and  a  tea-cup 
or  spittoon  from  Herculaneum  as  a  portrait  by 
Stuart  ?  These  are  very  obvious  questions,  and 
they  have  very  simple  answers.  An  art  of  de- 
sign is  that  of  which  beauty  is  a  conscious  ele- 
ment. Intended  beauty  lifts  the  useful  into  the 
fine  arts.  Our  common  white  coffee-cups,  evi- 
dently meant  to  be  thrown  uninjured  upon  the 
floor,  are  works  of  useful  art  merely.     But  a  I 


Sevres  cup  is  a  work  of  fine  art ;  for  it  is  meant 
not  only  to  hold  tea,  but  to  charm  the  sense  of 
beauty.  The  Central  Park  is  as  excellent  a  w^ork 
of  fine  art  as  any  landscape  upon  the  Academy 
walls.  Of  course  use  does  not  exclude  beauty ; 
indeed  it  may  be  supposed  essential  to  it.  An 
art  of  design  is  the  beautiful  rendering  of  use. 

Suppose  that  under  the  section  of  the  Academy 
constitution  which  requires  that  "Academicians 
shall  be  chosen  from  professional  artists  only," 
the  name  of  Wall  Paper  was  written  in  the  book 
of  nominations.  He  is  a  graduate  of  a  German 
school  of  Design,  and  naturally  wishes  to  join  the 
Academy  of  Design  here.  He  is  a  young  gentle- 
man Avho  designs  very  beautifully  for  the  decora- 
tion of  our  rooms,  and  whose  work  is  displayed 
upon  the  walls  of  Messrs.  Plutus  and  Croesus  with 
Pallet's  portraits  and  Brush's  landscapes,  what 
would  be  his  fate  ?  Would  Palette  and  Brush 
say  that  young  Paper  is  a  most  admirable  artist, 
full  of  talent,  industry,  and  invention ;  or  would 
they  insist  that  he  is  an  artisan,  a  mechanic, 
and  not  a  worker  in  the  fine  arts,  and  proceed 
to  blackball  him  without  mercy  ?  And  if  Wall 
Paper's  friend  should  plead  that  the  object  of  the 
Academy  is  the  cultivation  and  extension  of  the 
arts  of  design,  and  that  young  Paper  is  a  pro- 
fessional artist,  and  insist  that  he  could  not  be 
excluded  upon  such  grounds  as  were  urged, 
would  Palette  and  Brush  yield,  and  would  Mr. 
Paper,  if  rejected,  be  rejected  solely  for  personal 
reasons  such  as  might  exclude  Michael  Angelo  ? 

If  such  were  the  case,  when  the  doors  were 
carefully  closed  and  locked,  how  if  Paper's  friend 
should  say,  "Mr.  President,  I  am  so  near- 
sighted that  I  have  ludicrously  mistaken  the 
name.  It  is  not  Wall  I'aper  at  all ;  it  is  Raphael 
Sanzio,  who  has  sent  a  specimen  of  his  work  in 
the  arts  of  design,"  and  should  thereu])on  unroll 
one  of  the  tapestries  of  which  we  have  all  heard, 
meant  to  hang  upon  the  wall,  or  a  sketch  of  the 
pretty  arabesques  painted  for  ornament  upon  the 
ceiling  of  the  Vatican  ?  Should  we  Academicians 
acknowledge  that  they  were  works  of  design  in 
the  sense  of  the  fine  arts,  and  open  the  door  to 
Raphael  Sanzio  that  we  had  just  closed  to  Wall 
Paper?  But  if  for  the  reason  mentioned  we 
closed  it  upon  the  latter,  could  we  honestly  claim 
that  we  had  not  dwarfed  and  degraded  the  de- 
clared purpose  of  the  Academy  ? 

The  Easy  C'hair  makes  no  assertions  Avhat- 
ever.  It  certainly  does  not  say  that  the  ut- 
most catholicity  of  interpretation  is  not  intend- 
ed to  be  given  to  the  title  and  intention  of  the 
Academy.  It  asks  an  honest  question,  and  with 
no  hidden  purpose  of  any  kind.  Is  it  not  the 
tendency  of  the  Academy  to  consider  that  the 
fine  arts  mean,  in  the  ordinary  use  of  the  words, 
I  painting  and  sculpture  ?  Does  it  generously  wel- 
come and  embrace  all  the  arts  of  design  ?  And 
if  it  does,  why  do  we  never  see  any  thing  but 
pictures  and  statues  in  its  exhibitions  ?  Of 
course  nobody  objects  to  a  club  of  painters  and 
sculptors.  It  would  be  as  entertaining  as  one  of 
lawyers  or  merchants.  But  if  it  claimed  to  be 
more  than  such  a  club,  might  we  not  all  object  ? 
If  there  be  really  an  Academy  of  Design  or  of 
the  fine  arts  in  New  York,  what  need  is  there 
of  a  separate  museum  of  art  ?  Why  is  not  the 
Academy,  if  it  be  truly  cathohc  and  generous, 
the  very  organization  required  ?  It  is  estab- 
:  lished  ;  it  is  known  ;  it  has  a  good  repute.  And 
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while  it  has  schools  for  drawing  and  modeling 
the  figure,  and  collections  of  portraits  and  land- 
scapes and  sculpture,  why  should  it  not  add  to 
them  collections  of  works  of  art  in  all  other 
branches  of  design,  ancient  and  modern,  so  that 
its  galleries  shall  be  an  illustration  of  the  vari- 
ety and  scope  of  the  fine  arts  ?  Pavements, 
cameos,  vases,  medals,  the  art  treasures  of  Etru- 
ria,  of  Pompeii,  of  Mexico,  tapestries,  carpets, 
wood-engraving — why  should  not  these  be  col- 
lected by  precisely  the  same  means  upon  which 
any  art  museum  must  depend  ?  It  may  be  an 
agreeable  club  of  artists  in  certain  departments  of 
the  fine  arts,  but  how  can  it  be  a  comprehensive, 
satisfactory,  true  Academy  of  Design  unless  it  is 
as  expansive  as  art  itself? 

If  the  revolution  is  the  birth-throe  of  such  a 
phenix  as  this,  who  will  not  hail  it  with  delight  ? 
If  it  merely  expels  the  dynasty  of  Jones  to  install 
that  of  Smith,  who  will  not  laugh  it  to  scorn  ? 
"What  good  did  an  Academy  ever  do  ?"  asks  the 
scoffer.  But  a  society  which  keeps  admirable 
schools  of  drawing  and  modeling  in  every  de- 
partment of  daily  human  use,  which  accumu- 
lates a  library  in  every  branch  of  art,  which  fills 
galleries  with  the  most  beautiful  works  of  art  in 
every  kind,  arranged  so  as  to  show  historic  de- 
velopment— such  a  society  is  inestimable.  It  will 
not,  indeed,  produce  genius  any  more  than  li- 
braries produce  it :  but  it  will  furnish  to  genius 
ample  resources  of  instruction,  and  to  the  public 
the  loftiest  delight.  This  is  the  good  that  an 
Academy  of  Design  may  do.  Will  the  National 
Academy  do  it  ? 


That  it  is  the  privilege  and  the  pleasure  of 
the  great  railroad  corporations,  which  are  rap- 
idly becoming  our  kings,  to  provide  for  the 
comfort  as  well  as  safety  of  the  public,  and  in 
the  most  courteous  and  agreeable  manner,  is 
notorious.  The  urbanity  of  all  the  servants 
of  the  company — employes  they  are  called  in 
euphemistic  American — is  familiar  and  delight- 
ful. The  politeness  with  which  all  questions 
are  answered  by  ticket-sellers,  conductors,  por- 
ters, and  other  railway  official  personages,  is 
such  that  the  experienced  traveler  seeks  oppor- 
tunities of  inquiring,  that  he  may  enjoy  the  hap- 
piness of  the  reply.  The  splendors  of  railroad 
stations,  and  the  variety  and  attractiveness  of 
"  the  refreshments"  offered  by  the  way,  with 
the  ample  time  allotted  for  their  consumption, 
are  also  matters  of  proud  reflection  to  the  free 
and  enlightened  son  of  Columbia. 

The  present  purpose  of  the  Easy  Chair,  how- 
ever, is  to  return  thanks,  in  the  name  of  a  pa- 
tient and  much-paying  and  deeply  grateful  trav- 
eling public,  to  the  Sultan  of  the  railway,  for  the 
blessed  boon  of  his  Albany  depot.  The  traveler 
leaves  New  York  in  the  comfortable  and  pleasant 
drawing-room  car.  If  he  is  fortunate  he  sits 
upon  the  side  toward  the  river,  and  the  lovely 
picture  endlessly  unrolls  before  him.  It  is  sum- 
mer, perhaps,  and  the  sky  is  overcast  as  he  pro- 
ceeds, and  it  is  raining  heavily ;  or  it  is  winter, 
and  a  wild  snow-gale  is  blowing  when  he  ar- 
rives in  Albany,  the  capital  of  New  York,  and 
he  alights  in  the  station  of  the  Hudson  River 
Railroad.  It  is  certainly  spacious,  for  the  sky 
is  its  dome,  and  the  horizon  its  wall.  How 
well  ventilated  it  is  you  will  discover  Avhen  you 
step  out  into  the  gale.    How  cleanly  it  is  you 


will  feel  as  you  descend  upon  the  watery  planks. 
How  briUiant  it  is  you  will  see  as  you  remark 
the  lanterns  upon  the  outside  of  the  passenger- 
pen.  There  will  probably  not  be  more  than  two 
trains  standing  upon  the  tracks  between  the  wa- 
ter and  slush  into  which  you  descend  and  a  nar- 
row platform  under  a  shed  ;  and,  although  there 
will  not  be  room  for  you  to  raise  an  umbrella 
between  the  trains,  you  will  not  be  more  than 
soaked  by  the  time  you  reach  the  wharf  or  plat- 
form. If  you  slip  or  trip  over  the  rails  as  you 
fly  in  front  of  the  snorting  and  hissing  locomo- 
tives, you  will  not  be  much  more  confused  and 
wet  than  if  you  do  not ;  and  you  will  be  duly 
grateful  for  your  good  fortune  if,  with  children 
and  nurses  and  hand-luggage  of  every  perplex- 
ing kind,  you  are  not  compelled  to  climb  across 
the  two  trains  to  escape,  while  bells  are  jangling, 
steam-whistles  hooting,  and  locomotives  puffing, 
to  suggest  to  you  the  uncertainty  of  your  arriv- 
ing or  the  probability  of  beholding  half  your  par- 
ty borne  away. 

Civilization  and  our  unequaled  country,  Sir, 
are  seen  to  great  advantage  in  the  Albany  sta- 
tion. It  used  to  seem  as  if  nothing  could  be 
pleasanter  and  more  cheering  than  the  arrival  in 
that  city  from  the  east.  Ancient  travelers  of  ten 
years  ago  will  remember  that  they  reached  East 
Albany  at  midnight,  let  us  say,  in  January,  with 
the  mercury  at  zero,  or  as  near  it  as  is  consist- 
ent with  a  fearful  storm  of  sleet  and  snow.  Out 
of  the  warm  car  in  which  he  had  been  dozing 
the  traveler  was  shot  into  the  storm.  There  was 
a  frantic  rush  toward  the  river,  and  down  slip- 
pery planks  he  slid  and  stumbled  and  sprawled 
toward  an  open  sleigh,  into  which  he  huddled 
Avith  the  other  victims,  the  raging  tempest  pierc- 
ing him  as  he  crouched  and  cowered  to  keep 
warm.  Then — the  sleigh  being  covered  wherever 
a  man  could  put  a  foot — it  moved  off"  across  the 
river,  disease  and  death  shouting  with  devilish 
glee  in  every  icy  dash  of  the  storm.  Reaching 
the  Albany  side,  the  victims  scrambled  and  slid 
up  a  plank  into  a  ferry-boat,  then  ran  for  life 
through  the  boat  to  the  wharf,  and  then  into  a 
pen  behind  the  Delavan  House,  which  was  the 
station  of  the  great  Central  Railroad.  The  mur- 
ders done  in  that  midnight  transit  of  the  river 
were  incalculable.  The  shameless  shiftlessness, 
scramble,  and  confusion  were  incredible.  Eor 
twenty  years  American  travelers  submitted  to 
this  treatment  as  if  they  had  been  sheep,  and 
employed  then*  leisure  in  jeering  at  the  effete 
despotisms  of  Europe. 

But  it  could  be  at  least  said  that  when  they 
were  in  the  open  pen  behind  the  Delavan  House 
they  were  near  a  sheltering  inn.  Now  they  cross 
comfortably  by  the  bridge,  but  when  they  are 
dumped  into  the  present  pen,  in  the  midst  of  rain 
and  snow,  they  are,  in  a  familiar  phrase,  no- 
where. If  they  can  reach  the  side  upon  which 
the  infrequent  lanterns  glimmer,  and  enter  the 
large  waiting-room,  they  are,  indeed,  out  of  the 
storm,  and  may  dry  themselves  as  they  can. 
But  a  waiting-room  is  not  the  bourne  of  the 
journey  ;  and  when  the  traveler  is  ready  to  pro- 
ceed to  his  hotel,  sing,  O  Muse  I  the  broad  and 
stately  way  by  which  he  emerges  into  the  arms 
of  hackmen !  What  a  passage  that  is  from  the 
room  to  the  street,  or  the  other  way,  from  the 
street-corner  where  the  Albanian  omnibus  dis- 
charges itself  of  you,  with  a  good  riddance  and 
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two  shillings,  into  the  waiting-room !  That  pas- 
sage is  a  fit  place  in  which  to  rekindle  our  elo- 
quence about  eirete  despotisms.  There  isn't  a 
king  in  Europe,  except  haply  the  Grand  Turk, 
who  would  dare  to  treat  his  subjects  as  the  Rail- 
>Tay  Sultan  treats  the  American  traveler.  Our 
despotisms,  it  must  be  allowed,  are  not  effete. 

Undoubtedly  it  is  for  the  comfort  and  splendor 
of  the  Albany  station,  the  thoughtful  regard  it 
shows  for  the  traveler's  safety  and  convenience, 
the  proof  that  it  daily  and  nightly  offers  of  the 
peculiar  fitness  of  the  management  to  have  the 
charge  of  great  public  enterprises,  that  monu- 
ments and  statues  have  been  erected  to  the  po- 
tentate. In  a  German  residenz  or  capital,  in 
which  the  Hereditary  Grand  Duke  has  the  be- 
nevolence to  live,  there  is  always  something 
touching  in  contemplating  the  statue  —  usually 
equestrian,  if  the  grand  duchy  is  not  more  than 
four  miles  square — of  his  Hoheit,  or  his  illus- 
trious ancestors.  In  the  centre  of  the  chief 
square  of  the  quiet  little  town,  upon  an  enor- 
mous pedestal,  stands  the  statue  of  Magnus  Dux 
Zwei  Lager  LIL,  Pater  Patriae.  The  pedestal 
is  covered  with  inscriptions  setting  forth  the  un- 
precedented and  immeasurable  virtues  of  the  Pa- 
ter, who,  it  appears,  in  every  case  was  a  kind  of 
heaven-born  sovereign  of  Paradise,  under  whose 
paternal  sway  it  was  a  priceless  felicity  to  be 
born,  and  to  pay  taxes,  and  to  serve  in  the  army. 
But  as  you  look  at  the  enormous  palace  of  the 
fifty -second  Zwei  Lager — for  the  palaces  of 
grand  dukes  can  be  as  immense  as  those  of  em- 
perors, and  they  usually  are  so — and  reflect  that 
all  that  costly  ])ile,  and  the  museums,  and  the 
opera-house,  and  the  vast  colossal  equestrian 
statue  in  bronze  of  the  beloved  Pater  Patria?, 
were  squeezed  out  of  the  hard  toil  of  the  patient 
subjects  of  Paradise,  and  that  it  was  really  the 
Pater  Patriaj  who  put  his  hands  into  the  subjects' 
pockets,  and  with  their  money  erected  to  himself 
this  prodigious  statue,  and  himself  engraved 
upon  it  all  the  sonorous  compliments  to  himself 
in  the  name  of  the  happy  and  contented  people, 
gi'ateful  to  feel  those  fingers  fumbling  in  their 
purses,  the  spectacle  is  so  irresistibly  comic  that 
his  Serene  bronze  Highness  and  father  of  a  faith- 
ful country  might  well  be  unseated  by  the  thun- 
dering peals  of  Yankee  laughter. 

Was  it  Nathan  who  said  unto  David,  de  te 
fahida  narratur,  "I  mean  you  ?"  For  why  is  it 
that  the  musing  traveler  in  the  Albany  pen,  be- 
fore sinking  irretrievably  in  the  slush,  or  just  as 
he  is  soaked  to  the  bone  with  the  chill  rain  that 
awaits  him,  welcoming — why  is  it  that  he  reflects 
simultaneously  upon  the  noble  work  that  com- 
memorates the  greatness  of  his  own  Sultan  and 
that  Avhich  celebrates  the  fostering  care  of  Zwei 
Lager  for  his  subjects,  dear  to  him  as  children  ? 
Is  it  but  a  wild  dream  of  his  distempered  fancy 
that  proposals  will  soon  be  issued  for  a  colossal 
statue  to  be  erected  in  honor  of  the  Sultan  of  the 
Railway,  and  to  be  placed  in  the  exact  centre  of 
the  Albany  passenger-pen?  Is  it  true  that  the 
base  will  be  decorated  upon  one  side  with  alle- 
gorical designs  representing  Pneumonia,  Pleuri- 
sy, Inflammation  of  the  Lungs,  Consumption, 
and  Death  ;  and  that  these  will  be  locking  grate- 
fully upward  to  the  statue,  and  that  the  legend, 
simple  and  chaste,  will  be  only,  "To  our  cher- 
ishing Father  ?"  Upon  the  other  side  will  there 
be  a  faithful  carving  of  the  Albany  station  in 


basso-relievo,  with  the  arms  of  the  city  below, 
and  the  simple  vv'ords,  "Grateful  Capital  to  its 
Sovereign?"  Upon  the  third  side  will  there  be 
represented  a  huge  pile  of  money-bags?  Upon 
the  fourth  side,  more  money-bags?  And  upon 
this  pedestal  will  there  stand  the  colossal  statue 
of  the  Sultan,  pointing  with  both  hands  at  his 
pockets  ?  And  is  it  not  very  true  that  the  sum 
necessary  for  this  noble  work  will  be  raised  by 
imposing  a  slight  tax  upon  every  traveler  for  the 
use  of  the  Albany  passenger-pen  ? 

The  authorship  of  the  following  lines  upon 
the  waltz  when  it  was  introduced  into  England, 
more  than  half  a  century  ago,  has  never  been 
generally  known.  Governor  Andrew  of  Massa- 
chusetts, who  was  very  fond  of  repeating  sono- 
rous verses,  and  whose  memory  was  remarkably 
accurate,  sought  in  vain  to  ascertain  the  writer 
of  these.  A  note  in  the  lately  published  and 
very  pleasant  "Life  and  Letters  of  Mary  Russell 
Mitford,"  authoress  of  "  Our  Village,"  states  that 
the  lines  were  Avritten  by  Sir  Henry  Englefield — 
some  distinguished  London  Turk  of  the  time,  for 
the  spirit  of  the  lines  is  worthy  of  the  seraglio. 

Miss  Mitford,  writing  on  the  4th  of  January, 
181 -i,  to  Sir  William  Elford,  an  ancient  Tor^^and 
litterateur,  with  whom  Miss  Mitford  long  carried 
on  a  most  lively  correspondence,  full  of  light 
touches  at  all  the  current  men  and  topics,  most 
literary,  of  the  hour,  thanks  him  for  sending  her 
the  verses,  which  she  had  seen  before,  but  only 
with  the  initials  of  the  author.  She  then  says 
of  the  new  dance  that  had  invaded  and  con- 
quered London  society:  "I  hope  it  will  not  be 
long  before  your  '  History  of  the  Waltz'  comes 
to  give  the  coup  de  grace  tc  this  detestable 
dance.  In  addition  to  the  obvious  reasons  which 
all  women  ought  to  have  for  disliking  it,  I  can 
not  perceive  its  much  vaunted  graces.  What 
beauty  can  there  be  in  a  series  of  dizzying  evo- 
lutions, of  which  the  wearisome  monotony  ban- 
ishes all  the  tricksy  fancies  of  the  '  poetry  of  mo- 
tion,' and  conveys  to  the  eyes  of  the  spectators 
the  idea  of  a  parcel  of  teetotums  set  a-spinning 
for  their  amusement  ?  Well,  peace  be  with  them ! 
I  foresee  that  I  shall  soon  be  dulcified,  and  for- 
give the  waltz  for  the  sake  of  your  prose  and 
Sir  H.  Englefield's  verse,  just  as  one  forgives  the 
great  plague  at  Florence  for  the  sake  of  Boc- 
caccio's inimitable  description." 

Does  any  body  recall,  or  did  a  single  reader 
of  this  Magazine  ever  see,  a  specimen  of  Sir  Will- 
iam Elford 's  Boccaccian  prose  ?  Here,  howe\'er, 
are  the  familiar  verses  of  Sir  Henry  Englefield : 

"What!  the  girl  I  adore  by  another  embraced! 
What !  the  balm  of  her  breath  shall  another  man 
taste ! 

What !  pressed  in  the  whirl  by  another's  bold  knee ! 
What!  panting,  reclined  ou  another  than  me! 
Sir,  she's  yours  !  You  have  brushed  from  the  grape 

its  soft  blue ; 
From  the  rose-bud  you've  shaken  the  tremulous 

dew ; 

What  you've  touched  you  may  take.   Pretty  waltz- 
er,  adieu !" 

In  reading  these  lines  and  the  remarks  of  Miss 
Mitford,  which  may  be  called  the  genuinely  Brit- 
ish and  conventional  view  of  the  waltz,  it  is  im- 
possible not  to  recall  that  striking  passage  of  De 
Quincey,  which  is  the  wholly  poetic  and  imagin- 
ative view,  but  by  no  means  an  infrequent  one. 
There  is  a  certain  extravagance  in  the  expres- 
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sion  which  is  essential  to  its  adequacy,  for  it  is 
the  description  of  a  purely  emotional  mood. 
"And  in  itself,  of  all  the  scenes  which  this  world 
offers,  none  is  to  me  so  profoundly  interesting ; 
none  (I  say  deliberately)  so  affecting  as  the  spec- 
tacle of  men  and  women  floating  through  the 
mazes  of  a  dance  ;  under  these  conditions,  how- 
ever, that  the  music  shall  be  rich  and  festal,  the 
execution  of  the  dancers  perfect,  and  the  dance 
itself  of  a  character  to  admit  of  free,  fluent,  and 

continuous  motion  From  all  which  the  reader 

may  comprehend,  if  he  should  not  happen  ex- 
perimentally to  have  felt,  that  a  spectacle  of 
young  mfin  and  women  Jioieiing  through  the 
mazes  of  an  intricate  dance,  under  a  full  volume 
of  music,  taken  with  all  the  circumstantial  ad- 
juncts of  such  a  scene  in  rich  men's  halls,  the 
blaze  of  lights  and  jewels,  the  life,  the  motion, 
the  sea-like  undulation  of  heads,  the  interweav- 
ing of  the  figures,  the  anakuklosis  or  self-revolv- 
ing, both  of  the  dance  and  the  music ;  never 
ending,  still  beginning,  and  the  continual  regen- 
eration of  order  from  a  system  of  motions  which 
seem  forever  to  approach  the  very  brink  of  con- 
fusion ;  that  such  a  spectacle,  with  such  circum- 
stances, may  happen  to  be  capable  of  exciting 
and  sustaining  the  very  grandest  emotions  of 
philosophic  melancholy  to  which  the  human 
mind  is  open.   The  reason  is  in  part  that  such  a 


scene  presents  a  sort  of  mask  of  human  life,  with 
its  whole  equipage  of  pomps  and  glories,  its  lux- 
uries of  sight  and  sound,  its  hours  of  golden 
youth,  and  the  interminable  revolution  of  ages 
hurrying  after  ages,  and  one  generation  treading 
over  the  flying  footsteps  of  another,  whilst  all  the 
while  the  overruling  music  attempers  the  mind 
to  the  spectacle — the  subject  (as  a  German  would 
say)  to  the  object,  the  beholder  to  the  vision. 
And  although  this  is  known  to  be  but  one  phase 
of  life — of  life  culminating  and  in  ascent — yet  the 
other  and  repulsive  phasis  is  concealed  upon  the 
hidden  or  averted  side  of  the  golden  arras,  known 
but  not  felt — or  is  seen  but  dimly  in  the  rear, 
crowding  into  indistinct  proportions." 

What  would  Miss  Mitford,  Sir  Henry  Engle- 
field,  Avith  his  "What  you've  touched  you  may 
take,"  and  Sir  William  Elford,  of  the  Boccaccian 
prose,  have  said  to  that?  Would  they  have 
smiled  at  the  mere  opium-vagary?  Yet  for 
such  visions  no  other  opium  than  blended  music 
and  imagination  is  needful.  And  hoAV  wide  and 
rich  and  deep  seems  the  variety  of  human  sus- 
ceptibility, that  cultivated  persons  of  the  same 
nation  at  the  same  time  should  contemplate  the 
same  spectacle  with  such  different  emotions  !  It 
may  be  pleasant  to  some  enthusiastic  dancer  to 
read  these  words  of  De  Quincey's,  and  to  know 
that  such  fine  things  have  been  said  of  dancing. 
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SCIENCE. 

DR.  WINCHELL,  in  his  Sketches  of  Creation 
(Harper  and  Brothers),  has  certainly  suc- 
ceeded in  producing  a  remarkable  book — a  book 
for  which  we  feel  justified  in  predicting  a  wide, 
as  it  will  be  a  deserved,  popularity.  He  has 
done  so  by  successfully  entering  a  field  which  it 
has  been  a  wonder  to  us  has  not  been  more  as- 
siduously cultivated — that  of  Popular  Science. 
The  reason,  perhaps,  is,  that  to  produce  a  good 
popular  work  on  science  requires  a  combination 
of  inconsistent  qualities  rarely  to  be  found  in  a 
single  man.  The  author  must  be  an  assiduous 
student  of  phenomena.  He  must  be  interested 
in  facts,  and  in  facts  for  their  own  sake.  He 
must  have  no  pet  theories  to  maintain.  He 
must  be  willing  to  be  an  interpreter  simply,  and 
to  let  Nature  speak  through  him.  He  must  be 
Avilling  to  do  by  the  book  of  Nature  Avhat  the 
Bible  Society  does  for  the  written  Book — inter- 
pret it  to  the  reader  without  note  or  comment. 
And  yet  he  must,  at  the  same  time,  be  a  poet. 
He  must  have  a  heart  to  feel  as  Avell  as  an  eye 
to  see.  He  must  appreciate  the  grand,  the  beau- 
tiful, the  subHme.  He  must  recognize  the  line 
where  the  visible  melts  into  the  invisible,  and 
not,  in  a  technical  analysis  of  the  architecture  of 
the  Temple,  forget  the  glory  of  Him  Avho  dwells 
therein.  He  must,  in  a  word,  perceive  behind  the 
mere  hieroglyphics  of  Nature  the  sublime  truths 
which  God  has  employed  them  to  reveal.  If 
science  is  unpopular,  it  is  only  because  the  sci- 
entists are  but  poor  interpreters.  There  are 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  readers  who  would  be 
electrified  by  the  eloquence  of  Demosthenes,  or 
charmed  by  the  poetry  of  Homer,  for  whom  a 


disquisition  on  the  irregular  forms  of  a  Greek 
verb  would  have  no  possible  attraction.  There 
arc  hundreds  of  thousands  of  readers  who  would 
be  fiiscinated  by  any  truthful  interpretation  of 
the  symbolism  of  Nature,  to  whom  an  analysis 
of  what  we  may  call  the  grammatical  construc- 
tion of  her  language  is  a  matter  of  supreme 
indifference.  The  chief  difficulty  with  science 
hitherto  has  been  that  it  has  dealt  mainly  with 
the  grammar  of  Nature,  very  little  Avith  its  ideas. 

Dr.  Winchell,  Professor  of  Geology,  Zoology, 
and  Botany  in  the  University  of  Michigan,  and 
Director  of  the  State  Geological  Survey,  is  no 
professional  book-maker.  This  treatise  is  not 
the  product  of  an  editorial  appreciation  of  the 
popular  taste,  a  smattering  of  scientific  knoAvl- 
edge,  and  a  pair  of  scissors.  He  knoAvs  thor- 
oughly his  theme,  and  Avrites  as  one  at  home  in 
it.  But  he  writes  for  the  public,  not  for  the  geo- 
logical scholar.  He  spends  no  time  in  technical 
discussions  of  petty  details  ;  none  in  elaboration 
of  pet  fancies  and  theories  of  his  OAvn.  He  Avrites, 
in  reality,  a  histoiy  of  the  creation  of  the  Avorld, 
basing  his  descriptions  upon  Avhat  may  doubtless 
now  be  regarded  as  the  best  scientific  theory,  if 
not  an  established  fact,  that  knoAvn  as  the  nebu- 
lar hypothesis.  Beginning  Avith  the  time  Avhen 
the  Avorld  existed  in  a  gaseous  state,  he  traces 
the  progress  of  creation  through  its  several  stages, 
till,  formed  in  the  Avonderful  and  sublime  process- 
es of  Almighty  God,  it  became  a  habitation  fit  for 
man's  abode ;  and  then  turning  the  instrument 
Avith  Avhich  he  has  descried  the  history  of  the 
past  toAvard  the  future,  he  pictures  in  graphic 
Avords  the  possible  condition  of  the  Avorld  as 
science  indicates  it,  Avhen  the  heat  of  the  sun 
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having  at  last  been  spent,  the  end  arrives,  and 
the  hist  man  perishes  in  the  midst  of  the  desola- 
tion of  an  eternal  winter. 

To  describe  Dr.  Winchell's  style  as  brilliant 
and  eloquent  does  him  but  scanty  justice.  His 
book  is  eloquent,  because  he  perceives  the  "  soul 
of  things,"  because  he  discerns  the  thoughts  of 
God  in  nature,  and  with  rare  power  of  utterance 
interprets  them.  These  pages  are  sufficient  to 
place  him  as  an  interpreter  of  God  in  nature  by 
the  side  of  Hugh  Miller  and  O.  M.  JNIitcheU.  He 
writes,  let  us  add,  in  a  thoroughly  devout,  a  thor- 
oughly Christian  spirit ;  but  not  in  a  style  technic- 
ally theological.  He  makes  no  labored  effort  to 
reconcile  science  and  religion,  but  recognizes  no 
inharmony  between  them ;  spends  no  strength  in 
the  endeavor  to  shape  either  his  science  or  his 
theology  to  fit  the  other,  but  accounts,  through- 
out his  book,  these  twain  as  one  flesh.  One  point 
he  makes  worth  noting,  that  atheism  is  absolute- 
ly unscientific,  since  science  itself  declares  that 
''matter  viewed  in  the  light  of  physical  laws 
alone  can  not  be  pronounced  eternah"  The 
book  is  illustrated  with  over  one  hundred  wood- 
cuts, many  of  which  very  greatly  aid  in  elucida- 
ting the  text,  or  in  inspiring  tlie  imagination  to 
comprehend  the  scenes  of  awful  grandeur  through 
which  the  author  conducts  his  reader. 

HISTORY  AND  BIOGRAPHY. 

Messrs.  J.  B.  LippincottandCo.,  in  giving  to 
the  public  Dr.  J.  Thomas's  Universal  Pronounc- 
ing Dictionary  of  Biography  and  Mythology^  are 
rendering  to  the  age  one  of  those  services  which 
are  not  very  often  rendered  in  American  litera- 
ture, since  the  American  public  appreciate  it  less 
highly,  and  pay  for  it  less  readily,  than  for  works 
of  a  cheaper  and  more  evanescent  kind.  It  is 
to  be  comprised  in  45  parts,  one  only  of  which 
is  now  before  us,  and,  as  the  cost  of  this  part  is 
50  cents,  will,  we  judge,  when  completed,  cost 
the  snug  little  sum  of  twenty-two  dollars  and  a 
half,  irrespective  of  binding.  It  promises,  how- 
ever, to  be  a  really  invaluable  work,  Avell  worth 
the  money  to  those  who  can  afford  it.  It  is  a 
dictionary,  not  a  cyclopcedia.  Its  articles  are 
brief,  and  give  only  the  most  essential  facts,  and 
those  condensed  into  the  briefest  space.  It  is 
indeed  rather  an  index  to  biography  than  a  col- 
lection of  biographies,  and  compensates  for  the 
necessary  brevity  of  its  articles  by  the  ground 
which  it  covers.  It  includes  not  only  historical 
but  mythological  personages,  not  only  the  my- 
thology of  the  ancients,  but  the  Norse'  and  Hin- 
doo mythologies  as  well.  Accompanying  it  is  a 
system  of  pronunciation  which  leaves  the  cur- 
rent provincialisms,  which  mar  the  conversation 
of  even  good  society  and  the  elocution  of  even 
well-educated  public  speakers,  without  excuse. 
The  prefiice  is  itself  a  brief  treatise  on  pronun- 
ciation, and  those  who  have  stopped  on  the  very 
threshold  of  the  modern  languages,  appalled  by 
the  apparent  complexity  of  sounds  which  they 
afford,  will  perhaps  take  courage  from  the  state- 
ment— apparently  well  sustained — that  "the  ac- 
quisition of  ten  or  twelve  new  sounds,  which 
might  be  learned  by  persons  of  ordinary  aptitude 
in  a  few  hours,  will  enable  any  one  who  can  read 
correctly  the  pronunciation  of  English  words  as 
marked  in  Walker's,  Webster's,  or  Worcester's 
dictionary,  to  pronounce  with  tolerable  correct- 
ness all  the  names  of  Portugal,  Spain,  Italy, 


France,  Belgium,  Holland,  Germany,  Denmark, 
Norway,  and  (we  might  perhaps  add)  of  Sweden, 
Russia,  and  Hungary."  Some  compensation  for 
the  necessary  brevity  of  the  articles  is  made  by 
the  bibliographical  references  which  are  to  be 
found  at  the  close  of  all  those  of  any  special  im- 
portance. The  author  has  expended,  it  is  said, 
nearly  twenty  years  of  assiduous  labor  in  the 
preparation  of  this  work  ;  and  certainly,  to  collect 
so  many  facts  and  comprise  them  in  so  small  a 
space,  must  have  cost  an  amount  of  time,  study, 
and  patience  of  which  it  is  difficult  to  form  an  ade- 
quate conception.  It  is,  in  short,  an  undertak- 
ing which  might  well  have  appalled  an^  ordinary 
man,  and  has  been  executed,  so  far  as  we  can 
judge  from  this  number,  with  admirable  skill, 
and  as  near  an  approach  to  perfection,  both  by 
the  author  in  literary  method  and  by  the  pub- 
lisher in  typography,  as  is  often  permitted  to  any 
human  undertaking. 

History,  as  a  literature,  has  undergone  a  mar- 
velous change  within  the  last  fifteen  or  twenty 
years.  It  no  longer  treats  of  kings,  and  wars, 
and  treaties,  and  political  factions.  It  deals  with 
the  people,  and  traces  the  revolution  of  their 
civil,  and  social,  and  personal  life.  The  latest 
illustrations  of  this  phase  of  historical  literature 
is  attbrded  by  Mommsen's  History  of  Rome  and 
Froude's  History  of  England.  The  second  vol- 
ume of  the  one,  the  fifth  and  sixth  volumes  of 
the  other  (Charles  Scribner  and  Co.),  are  both 
before  us.  Theodore  INIommsen  brings  his  his- 
tory down  to  the  third  JNIacedonian  war,  and 
closes  his  volume  with  an  elaborate  and  detailed 
description  of  the  life  of  Rome  in  four  chap- 
ters, entitled  The  Governor  and  the  Governed ; 
The  jManagement  of  Land  and  of  Capital ;  Faith 
and  Manners  ;  Literature  and  Art.  Less  picto- 
rial than  Macaulay,  less  fascinating  than  Froude, 
Mommsen  is,  perhai)s,  more  reliable  than  either. 
What  wars  Carthage  and  Rome  fought,  and  how 
this  battle  was  gained,  and  that  lost,  is  a  matter 
of  small  moment  to  us.  But  what  was  their 
civilization — how  it  moulded  Christianity,  and 
how  it  was  moulded  by  it ;  and  what  influence  it 
has  exerted  in  making  our  philosophy,  our  art, 
and  our  civilization  what  it  is — this  is  a  ques- 
tion of  the  very  utmost  importance.  And  this 
is  the  question  on  which  Tiieodore  Mommsen 
throws  the  light  of  his  investigation. 

It  is  to  this  modern  spirit  imbuing  rare  learn- 
ing, and  assimilating  the  results  of  extensive  and 
prolonged  research,  that  makes  his  "History  of 
Rome"'  thoroughly  modern,  and  allows  his  work 
to  be  entitled,  as  it  is  by  the  Edinburgh  Re- 
view, "the  best  history  of  the  Roman  Repub- 
lic." Of  Mr.  Fronde's  work  we  have  nothing  to 
add  to  what  we  have  already  said  of  general 
commendation.  The  fifth  and  sixth  volumes 
(popular  edition)  bring  down  the  story  of  En- 
gland's life  to  the  death  of  bloody  Queen  JNIary. 

Books  sold  by  aid  of  agents  do  not  require  the 
same  literary  qualities  as  those  which  seek  a  mar- 
ket through'the  ordinary  avenues  of  trade.  They 
are  made,  usually,  for  a  transient  sale,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  meeting  a  temporary  demand. 
We  have  learned,  therefore,  to  look  with  suspi- 
cion upon  books  which  bear  upon  their  title-page 
the  ominous  words,  ' '  Sold  by  subscription  only, " 
and  greatly  as  we  have  been  attracted  by  the 
theme  of  ^Nlr.  Augustus  Maverick's  book,  Ray- 
mond and  New  York  Journalism  (A.  S.  Hale  and 
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Co.),  a  perusal  of  it  has  only  intensified  the  doubts 
which  the  announcement  that  it  was  published  by 
subscription  had  awakened  in  our  minds.  Mr. 
Maverick  is  an  editor,  by  nature  as  well  as  by  ex- 
perience. We  are  not  greatly  surprised,  there- 
fore, to  find  in  his  volume  the  water-marks  rath- 
er of  a  shrewd  editor  than  of  a  painstaking  au- 
thor, of  one  who  has  written  and  scissored — es- 
pecially scissored  (our  readers  will  perhaps  ex- 
cuse the  doubtfid  but  convenient  word) — with  an 
editor's  eye  to  the  market,  with  reference  not  so 
much  to  literary  excellence  as  to  the  supposed 
demands  of  the  public — not  the  general  public, 
but  the  special  public,  at  whose  purses  he  aimed. 
As  a  biography  of  Mr.  Raymond  it  lacks  that 
tender,  afi*ectionate,  sympathetic  appreciation  of 
the  man  which  gives  a  true  biography  its  charm. 
Moreover,  the  editor  or  author  lacked  the  mate- 
rials necessary  to  any  full  and  fair  delineation  of 
his  inner  life. 

As  a  history  of  New  York  Journalism  it  is  bet- 
ter than  as  a  personal  biography.  Henry  J.  Ray- 
mond was  emphatically  a  journalist.  He  had  the 
editorial  genius.  His  very  weaknesses  and  fail- 
ures were  the  results  of  the  same  qualities  which 
gave  him  his  success.  He  studied  the  course  of 
public  opinion,  and  aimed  rather  to  represent 
the  best  thought  and  feeling  of  the  community 
than  to  instruct  or  to  reform  it.  Mr.  Maver- 
ick, therefore,  in  writing  Mr.  Raymond's  bi- 
ography, has  done  well  to  make  his  theme  in- 
clude some  account  of  New  York  Journalism,  its 
growth,  and  its  methods.  It  is  this  part  of  his 
volume  which  is  the  most  entertaining  —  this 
which  he  has  written  con  amore.  He  is  thor- 
oughly at  home  in  it.  He  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  editorial  fraternity  for  quarter  of  a 
century,  and  is  as  young  and  fresh  and  full  of 
boyish  vitality  as  ever.  He  has  seen  the  inside 
machinery  of  a  daily  journal,  and  knows  how  to 
describe  it.     He  tells  with  infinite  zest  how 

Bennett  was  beaten  at  his  own  game."  He 
tells  with  a  merry  twinkle  the  story  of  the  moon 
hoax ;  and  even  the  lugubrious  tones  with  which 
he  describes  the  horrors  which  the  editor  has  to 
suff"er  at  the  hands  of  "  newspaper  bores"  are  an 
unmistakable  aflTectation,  put  on  by  one  who  rel- 
ishes the  ridiculous  so  keenly  as  to  be  compara- 
tively indifferent  to  the  discomfort  of  his  posi- 
tion. But  even  of  this  part  of  his  work  he  has 
written  his  own  condemnation  in  the  sentence, 
"The  history  of  the  American  press,  properly 
arranged  and  conscientiously  elaborated,  is  yet 
to  be  written."  It  is  not  a  history  of  New  York 
Journalism,  but  a  gossip  about  it.  Take  it  all 
in  all,  his  somewhat  overgrown  volume  may  be 
characterized  as  a  spicy,  gossipy,  fragmentary, 
entertaining,  appreciative,  unphilosophical,  illog- 
ical, unsystematic,  and  highly  readable  book ;  a 
book  which  we  have  read  all  through  with  inter- 
est, but  Avhich  we  lay  down,  saying  to  ourselves, 
not  only  the  history  of  the  American  press,  but 
the  life  of  Henry  J.  Raymond,  "properly  ar- 
ranged and  conscientiously  elaborated,  is  yet  to 
be  written;"  and  which  makes  us  look  forward 
more  eagerly  than  before  to  the  biography  wliich 
is  now  in  course  of  preparation  by  a  gentleman 
long  associated  with  Mr.  Raymond  in  editorial 
labor. 

PHILOSOPHY  AND  EELIGION. 
Mr.  S.  Barixg-Gocld  has  produced  in  Tlie 
Origin  and  Development  of  lieli<)ious  Belief, 


Part  J. :  Heathenism  and  Mosaism  (D.  Apple- 
ton  and  Co.),  a  bold,  if  not  a  rash  book.  It  at- 
tempts to  review  impartially  all  the  religions  and 
philosophies,  ancient  and  modern,  and  discover 
the  elements  in  man's  nature  which  they  all  ad- 
dress, or  rather  the  instincts  from  which  they  all 
alike  spring.  Its  research,  which  is  wonderful, 
makes  it  an  important  contribution  to  the  yet  in- 
fant science  of  Comparative  Theology.  Written 
from  the  stand-point  of  Positivism  (or  at  least 
professing  to  be  written  from  that  stand-point), 
the  book  abounds  in  those  forms  of  expression 
which  characterize  the  extreme  materialistic  Avrit- 
ers,  such  as :  "Mysticism  is  produced  by  the 
combustion  of  the  gray  vascular  matter  in  the  sen- 
sorium;"  "Prayer  is  a  liberation  of  force;  the 
passion  of  anger  is  relieved  by  revenge,  the  pas- 
sion of  suffering  by  prayer."  Yet  the  author  is 
by  no  means  a  materialist,  in  spite  of  his  excess- 
ive use  of  phrases  from  the  language  of  physical 
science.  The  key  to  the  whole  book  seems  to  be 
afforded  by  this  sentence :  "  We  have  absolutely 
no  instance  in  the  Avhole  world  of  animated  na- 
ture of  an  instinctive  penchant  without  a  corre- 
sponding object  to  which  it  tends,  and  which  can 
satisfy  that  penchant. Tliis  the  author  applies 
fully  to  prayer :  "  We  are  as  justified  in  conclud- 
ing, from  the  presence  of  the  instinct  of  prayer, 
that  the  personal  Deity  whom  we  address  has  a 
real  existence,  as  the  infant  is,  when  feeling  the 
passion  of  hunger,  in  concluding  that  it  has  a 
mother  at  whose  breast  it  can  find  relief. "  "  Pray- 
er is  a  necessity  of  man's  nature."  "For  his 
sufferings  he  does  not  appeal  to  physical  forces 
and  hypostatized  laws  ;  he  seeks  in  a  person- 
al God  for  One  conscious,  sympathetic,  compas- 
sionate, who  can  not  only  hear  him,  but  can  con- 
sole him."  On  the  whole,  despite  some  incon- 
sistencies of  thought,  and  a  certain  scholastic 
tone  which  renders  the  book  forbidding  to  the 
general  reader,  we  regard  it,  whether  intended 
so  or  not,  as  an  emphatic  testimony  to  Divine 
"origin"  of  true  religion  in  the  world.  Its  re- 
view of  heathen  philosophies,  ancient  and  mod- 
ern, sets  in  the  clearest  light  of  this  scientific 
age  what  Paul  uttered  long  ago,  "  The  Avorld  by 
wisdom  knew  not  God."  On  the  question  be- 
tween Theism  and  Pantheism,  Avhether  "God  is 
the  Great  Cause  or  the  Great  Result,"  it  gives  no 
feeble  voice  for  Theism.  W^hile  impressing  the 
reader  with  a  painful  sense  of  humanity's  need 
of  a  Revelation,  it  so  describes  man's  religious 
instincts  that  the  Christian  reader  sees  them  all 
satisfied  in  Christianity.  So,  while  reprobating 
many  particulars  in  the  book,  as  this  low  and 
eminently  unchristian  philosophy,  for  example: 
"Self-love  is  the  mainspring  of  all  action;" 
"Virtue  is  selfishness  acting  with  judgment; 
vice  is  selfishness  acting  ignorantly  and  blindly,"' 
we  rejoice  in  its  appearance,  and  eagerly  Avatch 
for  the  succeeding  volume  on  Christianity. 

Ecce  Femina  !  cries  Mr.  Carlos  White,  in 
his  attempt  to  solve  the  Woman  Question  (Lee 
and  Shepard).  No,  Mr.  White,  we  beg  to  be 
excused  ;  and,  speaking  for  the  public,  we  really 
think  you  will  have  to  excuse  it.  What  v/ith 
the  Woman  Question,  Woman's  Voting,  Wo- 
man's Sphere,  Woman's  Work,  Woman's  Wages, 
Woman's  Influence,  Woman's  Education,  etc., 
etc.,  we  really  think  that  the  unfortunate  daugh- 
ters of  Eve  have  had  to  stand  as  targets  for  all 
sorts  of  literary  arrows  long  enough.     In  the 
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name  of  humanity  and  a  long-suffering  public, 
we  protest  against  the  further  perpetration  of 
this  sort  of  amusement.  Why  should  we  talk 
about  woman  as  though  she  were  just  discov- 
ered— a  sort  of  lasus  naturce^  a  new  object  of 
natural  history,  an  amiable  sea-serpent,  or  a 
graceful  and  polished  gorilla,  for  example.  On 
behalf  of  persecuted  but  patient  woman,  we  cry 
for  quarter!  Discuss  the  question  of  Spheres, 
of  Work,  of  Wages,  of  Influence,  of  Education, 
as  much  as  you  please;  but  let  us  have  done 
with  this  perpetual  putting  of  woman  on  a  ped- 
estal of  her  own,  to  be  looked  at,  felt  of,  de- 
bated and  discussed  about,  like  a  slave  at  public 
vendue;  and  let  us  settle  these  social  problems 
on  general  principles  of  social  science,  applica- 
ble to  all  humanity.  Mr.  White  must  excuse  us. 
Not  even  our  duties  as  a  critic  are  sufticient  to 
induce  us  to  "Beliold  the  Woman''  he  sets  up 
for  public  gaze. — For  which  same  reason  we 
must  be  excused  for  putting  on  the  shelf,  with  no 
further  reference,  Elizabeth  Strutt's  semi- 
Swedenborgian  treatise  on  The  Feminine  Soul 
(H.  H.  and  T.  W.  Carter). 

Immortality  (A.  D.  F.  Randolph)  consists  of 
four  sermons  preached  before  the  University  of 
Cambridge,  being  the  Hulsean  lectures  for  1868, 
in  which  their  author,  J.  J.  Stenvart  Perowxe, 
B.D.,  undertakes,  by  a  comparison  of  the  hope 
of  the  gentile,  the  hope  of  the  Jew,  and  the 
hope  of  the  Christian,  to  show  that  the  only 
sure  ground  and  strong  assurance  of  futiu'e  ex- 
istence rests  in  faith  in  Christ  and  in  His  resur- 
rection. While  the  work  discusses,  in  a  good  deal 
of  detail,  ancient  systems,  the  evident,  and,  in- 
deed, avowed,  aim  of  the  author  is  really  to  deal 
with  modern  forms  of  skepticism. 

Dr.  Hakna  has  been  six  years  in  writing  his 
Life  of  Christy  of  which,  curiously  enough,  the 
last  volumes  appeared  first.  It  is  now,  however, 
complete  in  six  volumes,  which  the  Carters  are 
republishing,  and  the  first  volume  of  which  ^^'c 
have  received  from  them.  Quite  agreeing  with 
the  North  British  Review  that  it  "  will  appeal 
peculiarly  to  the  British  type  of  mind,"  we  are 
of  the  opinion  that,  for  that  very  reason,  it  will 
not  appeal  peculiarly  to  the  American.  If  there 
were  no  other  objection,  the  fact  that  it  extends 
through  six  volumes  would  be  against  it.  It  is 
pleasant  but  not  powerful  in  style,  graphic  but 
not  brilliant  in  description,  clear  but  not  subtle 
in  its  analysis  of  character,  sound  and  safe  but 
not  striking  or  profound  in  its  moral  and  spirit- 
ual deductions.  It  is  less  valuable  to  the  schol- 
ar than  either  Lange's  or  Neander's  "Life  of 
Christ,"  aflbrds  less  directly  a  reply  to  Renan 
than  De  Pressense's,  and  is  less  popular,  less  dra- 
matic, and  throws  less  historical  light  on  the  sub- 
ject than  Abbott's  "Jesus  of  Nazareth." 

Mr.  Henry  C.  Lea's  Studies  in  Church  His- 
tory (II.  C,  Lea)  includes  three  essays  on  the 
Rise  of  the  Temporal  Power,  Benefit  of  the 
Clergy,  and  Excommunication.  They  are  char- 
acterized by  the  same  curious  and  even  erudite 
learning  which  has  marked  his  previous  works, 
"Superstition  and  Farce"  and  "Sacerdotal  Ce- 
libacy"— learning  the  more  remarkable  since  the 
author,  far  from  being  a  literary  recluse,  is  an  en- 
terprising and  successful  publisher.  —  The  Spir- 
it of  Life^  by  E.  H.  Bickersteth  (Carters), 
is  little  else  than  a  careful  collation  of  Scrip- 
ture testimony  on  the  Divine  Person  and  Work 


of  the  Holy  Ghost.  As  such  it  is  carefully  and 
conscientiously  made ;  but  it  is  in  language  and 
structure  too  professionally  ecclesiastical  to  be 
alogether  attractive  reading. — Mr.  Bonar,  in 
his  poetry,  carries  the  repetition  of  thought  and 
even  phrase  to  the  extreme  verge.  He  push- 
es it  beyond  all  reasonable  measure  in  his  prose ; 
as,  for  example,  in  the  series  of  expositions  on 
the  Acts  and  larger  Epistles,  which  he  entitles  Bi- 
ble Thoughts  and  Themes  (Carters). — Mr.  John 
S.  Hart's  Life  Lessons  from  the  Gospels  (Car- 
ters) is  much  more  attractive.  The  chapters 
are  short,  terse,  fresh.  If.  to  adopt  the  lan- 
guage of  his  preface,  he  has  only  gleaned  after 
the  reapers,  it  is  certain  that  his  little  sheaf  is  all 
good  Avheat,  and  makes  very  palatable  bread. — 
Austin  Pierbower's  Principles  of  a  System 
of  Philosophy  (Carlton  and  Lanahan)  is  a  book 
which  deserves  more  attention  than  its  unambi- 
tious style  and  unpretentious  form  are  likely  to 
!  awaken.  The  author  takes  the  extreme  free-will 
side  of  theology,  and,  by  unfolding  what  he  calls 
the  law  of  necessity,  undertakes  to  show  that  God 
himself  is  subject  to  conditions  and  limitations, 
and  that  Omnipotence  is  really  only  absolute  pow- 
er within  certain  prescribed  and  necessary  bounds. 
The  theological  questions  which  it  undertakes  to 
solve  we  remit  to  the  theologians  ;  but  we  are 
curious  to  see  v,-hat  they  will  say  to  his  defini- 
tion of  creation — "to  create  is  not  to  produce 
from  nothing;"  and  to  his  assertion,  that  man  in 
his  sphe;  e  creates  as  God  in  His. 

NOVELS. 

Harper  and  Br<;THers  add  to  their  Library 
of  Select  Novels  Under  Toot,  by  the  author  of 
"  Maggie  Lynne ;"  and  Ilirell,  by  the  author  of 
"  Abel  Drake's  Wife,"  The  former  has  no  nov- 
elty in  the  ]!lut  to  commend  it.  Novel  readers 
will  recognize  very  old  friends,  and  but  very 
slightly  disguised,  in  the  stern  uncle,  the  two 
nephews — one  a  rascal,  the  other  a  hero — the 
rich  ward  intended  for  the  villain,  and  falling  in 
love  w'ith  the  betrayed  cousin,  etc,  etc.  But 
they  will  also  recognize  in  the  working  up  some 
very  effective  scenes  and  incidents,  and  will  ap- 
plaud the  triumphant  reward  of  virtue  sorely 
tried,  but  at  last  victorious.  On  the  whole,  it  is 
likely  to  prove  more  popular  than  some  more 
original,  and,  tried  by  purely  literary  standards, 
abler  novels,  "  Hirell"  is  one  of  the  remarkable 
English  novels  of  the  season.  It  is  written  by 
one  who  has  a  poet's  appreciation  of  the  interior 
life  of  the  soul,  though  it  lacks  the  romantic 
glow  with  which  the  poet  often  invests  life  and 
renders  it  attractive.  The  curious  vacillations 
of  Sir  John  Cunliffe  are  watched  with  a  painful- 
ly solicitous  interest,  and  we  mourn — as  often 
in  real  life — that  a  man  who  possesses  by  nature 
so  much  capability  of  good  should  consign  him- 
self despite  it  to  irretrievable  ruin. — Of  the  Un- 
kind Word,  and  Other  Stories  (Harper  and 
Brothers),  what  have  we  need  to  say  more  than 
that  they  are  written  by  Miss  Mulock,  who 
never  wiites  what  is  not  good,  and  who  has 
done  Avell  to  collect  in  this  volume  these  fugitive 
stories  from  her  own  pen  ? 

BRIEF  MENTION. 

We  receive  from  Roberts  Brothers  the  third 
part  of  William  Morris's  Earthly  Paradise 
(Roberts  Brothers).    We  have  heretofore  ex- 
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pressed  our  opinion  of  Mr.  Morris's  genius  so 
fully  that  we  have  little  need  here  to  do  more 
than  say  that  he  fulfills  in  the  present  volume 
the  promise  of  his  previous  ones.  And  yet, 
though  these  poems  —  for  they  are  many,  not 
one — are  such  as  douhtless  to  place  their  author 
in  the  front  rank  of  modern  poets,  they  are  more 
likely  to  receive  the  verdict  of  approbation  from 
the  critic  than  from  the  general  reader.  It  is 
impossible  to  read  them  in  haste,  or  to  dip  into 
them  for  a  striking  metaphor  or  a  brilliant  para- 
graph or  a  glowing  picture.  To  enjoy  them  one 
must  read  them  leisurely,  and  the  leisurely  read- 
ers in  this  fast  age  are  few.  If  Mr.  Morris,  who 
lives  in  the  quiet  past,  can  succeed  in  inducing 
the  world  to  turn  aside  and  dwell  with  him  in 
its  quiet,  if  it  be  but  for  the  briefest  respite,  he 
will  do  humanity  good  service. — Mrs.  Jerning- 
havis  Journal  (Charles  Scribner  and  Co.),  is  a 
pleasant  admixture  of  novel,  comedy,  and  poem, 
never  rising  to  the  height  of  being  sublime,  but 
never  sinking  to  a  doggerel ;  in  truth,  less  a 
poem  than  a  pleasant  narrative  in  verse  of  a  life 
which  foolish  flirtation  made  wretched,  and  love 
and  fidelity  restored,  and  made  blest  again — a 
good  story  in  every  way  for  young  brides  and 
their  husbands.  A  contemporary  attributes  it  to 
Coventry  Patmoke. — A.  S.  Barnes  and  Co.  is- 
sue what  is  substantially  a  new  edition  of  Wood's 
"Class-Book  of  Botany,"  under  the  title  of  The 
American  Botanist  and  Florist.  In  this  volume 
the  introductory  treatise  is  condensed  —  almost 
too  much — and  a  series  of  synoptical  tables  and  a 
new  flora  are  introduced.  The  book  is  very  fully 
illustrated.  —  Under  the  title  of  Principles  of 
Domestic  Science  (J.  B.  Ford  and  Co.),  Miss 
Catherine  E.  Beecher  and  Mrs.  Harriet 
Beecher  Stowe  put  in  the  form  of  a  text-book, 
for  the  use  of  young  ladies  in  schools,  acade- 
mies, and  colleges,  the  substance  of  their  "Amer- 
ican Woman's  Home,"  written  originally  for  the 
same  young  ladies  when  they  have  become  wives 
and  mothers.  In  the  full  belief  that  the  semin- 
ary for  teaching  the  principles  of  domestic  sci- 
ence is  the  home,  and  that  no  mother  has  done 
her  daughter  justice  who  suffers  her  to  gradu- 
ate from  it  without  learning  those  lessons  which 
she  too  often  has  to  learn  by  practice  upon  her 
own  husband  and  children,  we  should,  never- 
theless, be  delighted  to  believe  that  schools  and 
seminaries  perceived  that  French,  Music,  and 
Drawing  are  not  all  the  accomplishments,  and 
that  housekeeping,  or  rather  let  us  say,  home- 
keeping,  is  the  first  of  practical  arts.  For  such 
instruction  we  are  confident  this  volume  will  af- 
ford a  useful,  if  indeed  it  be  not  the  only,  text- 
book.— If  there  be  any  thing  concerning  which 
the  proverb  is  true — Practice  makes  perfect — it 
is  public  speaking.  The  best  school  for  elocu- 
tion is  a  debating-club  and  a  good  living  teacher. 
School  declamation  mars  many  more  orators  than 
it  makes.  The  best  thing  in  Dr.  Alden's  Nat- 
ural Speaker  (D.  Appleton  and  Co.),  which  is 
composed  of  selections  for  declamation,  is  the 
prefatory  note  by  Dr.  M'Cosh  and  the  Introduc- 
tion by  Dr.  Alden.  Combined  they  would  make 
an  excellent  tract  for  every  school-boy. — Mr. 
Nast,  in  a  characteristic  picture,  we  believe  in 
the  Rural  Neiu  Yorker,  dejjicts  the  farmer  of  the 
future  in  his  library,  studying  the  science  of  agri- 
culture while  his  day-laborers  carry  on,  under  his 
direction,  the  details  of  the  farm.  Something 


must  be  allowed  to  the  exaggerations  of  a  some- 
what grotesque  art ;  but  the  time  is  not  far  dis- 
tant when  a  library  will  be  as  much  part  of  a 
farm-house  as  is  the  dairy  or  the  tool -house. 
The  very  existence  of  such  a  book  as  A  Helping 
Hand  for  American  Homes  (Moore,  Wilstach, 
and  Moore),  gives  promise  of  the  "good  time 
coming."  It  is  a  sort  of  agricultural  and  do- 
mestic encyclopaBdia,  in  one  rather  ponderous 
volume,  which  undertakes  to  give  practical  sug- 
gestions on  almost  every  subject  connected  with 
the  management  of  a  country  home,  from  the 
sowing  and  harvesting  of  the  crops  to  the  super- 
vision of  the  dairy  and  the  kitchen.  There  is  a 
good  deal  of  fun  made  of  scientific  farming.  Em- 
piricism always  laughs  at  science.  And  certain- 
ly if  a  town-bred  gentleman  were  to  undertake 
to  carry  on  a  farm  with  no  other  information 
than  that  which  this  book  contains,  he  would  as 
surely  come  to  grief  as  the  sophomore  who  should 
venture  to  pilot  a  steamship  across  the  Atlantic 
because  he  had  studied  navigation.  But,  from 
a  pretty  careful  examination  of  the  book,  we  ven- 
ture the  assertion  that  he  must  be  very  stupid  in- 
deed who  can  not  make  more  than  enough  out 
of  its  suggestions  to  pay  for  the  price  of  it  two  or 
three  times  over.  It  is  a  very  poor  substitute 
for  what  ought  to  be  in  every  farm-house — the 
farmer's  library  ;  but  it  is  a  very  good  beginning 
of  one.  —  The  Philosophy/  of  True  Living.,  by  Pro- 
fessor F.  G.  Welch,  Instructor  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Physical  Culture  in  Yale  College  (Wood 
and  Ilolbrook),  consists  of  four  parts.  The  first 
two  on  the  Professor's  specialty,  gymnastics,  are 
very  good,  and  if  published  separately  would  be 
a  useful  manual.  The  other  two  are  made  up  of 
extracts  from  his  commonplace-book,  and  moral- 
izings,  which  they  have  suggested,  are  very  poor, 
and  if  left  off  altogether  would  greatly  enhance 
the  value  of  the  rest. — If  we  desired  to  perpetu- 
ate the  distinction  between  North  and  South  we 
might  find  in  Southland  Writers.,  by  Ida  Ray- 
mond (Claxton,  Remsen,  and  Ilaffelfinger) — two 
good- sized  volumes,  chiefly  filled  with  extracts 
from  the  writings  of  "living  female  writers  of 
the  South"  —  abundant  material  for  criticism^ 
both  kindly  and  severe.  As  we  desire  to  obliter- 
ate that  distinction  as  speedily  as  possible,  both 
in  politics  and  in  literature,  and  to  know  only- 
America  and  American  authors,  we  prefer  to  let 
the  book  pass  as  quietly  as  may  be  to  its  tomb, 
"unwept,  uncoffined,  and  unknelled." 

LITERARY  GOSSIP. 
Spring,  that  brings  out  the  opening  buds  and 
early  birds,  brings  out  some  new  books.  For 
literature,  as  well  as  nature  and  fashion,  has 
her  seasons.  We  gather  from  various  sources 
some  hints  of  books,  now,  as  v/e  write,  just  an- 
nounced, some  of  which,  however,  may  proba- 
bly appear  before  these  pages  reach  our  read- 
ers.— Ralph  Waldo  IiImerson  promises  a  new 
volume  of  his  essays — some  new,  some  previous- 
ly published — which  are  to  bear  tlie  not  very 
significant  title  of  Society  and  Solitude.  But 
then  a  great  deal  that  Mr.  Emerson  writes  is 
not  very  significant  to  any  but  his  own  disciples. 
— Miss  Elizabeth  Stuart  Phelps  is  said  to 
be  just  finishing  a  story  concerning  the  condition 
and  reformation  of  fjxllen  women,  to  be  entitled 
Hedged  In.  Miss  Phelps  understands  the  art 
of  entitling  her  books,  which  is  more  than  half 


776 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


the  battle.  We  suppose  it  is  now  too  late  to  in- 
terpose the  entreaty  that  she  spare  us  the  inflic- 
tion of  the  conventional  Deacon,  who  forms  by 
far  the  greatest  defect  in  "Gates  Ajar." — Miss 
Alcott's  Old-Fashioned  Girl  is  promised  on  the 
first  of  April.  It  is  a  full-grown  novel  that  has 
grown,  however,  from  a  seed  dropped  in  Merry  s 
Museum.  It  will  make  a  volume  about  as  large 
as  "  Hospital  Sketches."  Miss  Alcott  is  a  writer 
of  rare  power.  Let  her  beware  of  the  American 
author's  greatest  danger,  writing  too  much. — It 
is  said  that  Madame  Guiccioli  has  in  prepara- 
tion a  reply  to  Mrs.  Stowe's  "Vindication  of 
Lady  Byron."  We  hoped  this  "School  for 
Scandal"  was  over ;  and,  alas !  it  appears  that 
what  we  took  to  be  the  end  was  only  a  recess. — 
James  K.  JNIedberry,  a  very  able  writer,  has 
in  preparation,  and  nearly  ready  for  the  public, 
TJie  Men  and  Mysteries  of  Wall  Street.  The 
mysteries  it  is,  we  should  say,  impossible  to 
know ;  and  the  men,  with  a  few  honorable  ex- 
ceptions, are  not  worth  knowing. — Professor 
TowNSEND,  author  of  "Credo,"  has  in  press  a 
new  volume  entitled  God-Man.  Mr.  Townsend 
is  not  a  remarkably  original  or  remarkably  pow- 
erful writer,  but  he  has  accomplished  with  signal 
success  the  rare  achievement — that  of  writing 
popularly  on  theology. — The  Harpers  have  in 
press  two  new  novels  of  American  life — the  Neio 
Timothy,  by  William  M.  Baker,  a  story  with 
which  our  readers  have  been  made  already  more 
or  less  familiar  through  the  pages  of  this  Maga- 
zine ;  and  Miss  Van  Kortland,  by  the  author  of 
"  My  Daughter  Elinor. "  The  scene  of  the  latter 
is  laid  in  New  York  and  Pennsylvania.  We 
shall  look  with  interest  to  see  whether  this  au- 
thor fulfills  in  this,  his  second  story,  the  promise 
of  his  first.  As  a  painter  of  American  life  and 
manners  he  showed,  in  his  previous  work,  rare 
fidelity  to  nature. — A  new  edition  of  Tom  Broivns 
School  Days  at  Rugby,  with  illustrations,  and  a 
new,  revised,  and  enlarged  edition  of  Self-Help, 
by  Samuel  Smiles,  are  also  premised  by  the  same 
house. — If  Knight's  American  Mechanical  iJic- 
tionary,  announced  by  J.  B.  Ford  and  Co.,  ful- 
fills the  promise  of  its  title-page,  it  will  be  a  val- 
uable work  for  all  engaged  in  mechanical  pur- 
suits. A  volume  which  really  should  be  a  "cy- 
clopfedia  of  tools,  instruments,  machines,  proc- 
esses and  engineering,  history  of  inventions  and 
general  technological  vocabulary, "  would  certain- 
ly be  a  desideratum.  It  is  to  be  illustrated  with 
five  thousand  engravings. — Abroad,  we  see  an- 
nounced that  Henri  Rochefort  is  engaged  on 
an  autobiography.  ]\Iax  Muller  has  in  press  a 
third  volume  of  Chips  from  a  German  Work- 
shop, devoted  chiefly  to  the  modern  literature  of 
France,  Germany,  and  England ;  and  Dr.  Gum- 
ming, the  reverend  challenger  of  the  Pope,  and 
the  hitherto  unprosperous  prophet,  a  volume  on 
The  Fall  of  Babylon,  as  Foreshadowed  in  His- 
tory and  Prophecy. 

The  public  are  still  looking  for  Mr.  Beecher's 
long-announced  Life  of  Christ,  and  are  likely  to 
look  for  it  for  some  time  to  come.  The  idea  of 
publishing  it  in  numbers  has  been  wisely  aban- 
doned ;  and  when  it  comes  out  at  all,  the  public 
will  have  the  whole.    Meanwhile  Mr.  Beecher 


carries  on  the  parochial  work  of  the  largest  Prot- 
estant parish  in  the  United  States ;  in  addition 
to  preaching  has  undertaken  a  work  of  system- 
atic visitation,  and  is  cariying  it  out,  too,  at 
the  rate  of  about  twenty  parish  calls  a  week; 
exercises  a  general  supervision  over  one  model 
mission,  the  famous  Bethel,  and  is  talking  up 
among  his  people  the  establishment  of  another ; 
has  undertaken  the  editorship  of  a  religious  pa- 
per, and  has  already  succeeded  in  raising  it  from 
nothing  to  the  position  of  a  first-class  journal ;  be- 
sides general  editorial  service,  revives  his  "Star 
Papers, "  appears  once  a  week  in  Bonner's  Ledger, 
and  once  a  month  in  the  Herald  of  Health,  be- 
sides finding  time  for  occasional  addresses  and 
lectures.  Of  his  preaching  two  sermons  weekly, 
and  publishing  one  of  them,  and  giving  every  Fri- 
day evening  a  lecture-room  talk,  which  three  rival 
religious  journals  and  one  secular  paper  pounce 
upon  and  carry  off,  we  say  nothing,  since  we  are 
inclined  to  think  tliat  it  would  be  harder  work  for 
Mr.  Beecher  to  keep  still  than  to  preach.  But 
certainly  it  would  be  a  very  unreasonable  pub- 
lic which  should  ofier  any  comj)laint  that  the 
"Life  of  Christ"  lagged  a  little,  or  even  a  good 
deal. 

Among  the  apparently  irreparable  losses  pro- 
duced by  the  fire  in  1853  which  consumed  the 
entire  establishment  of  Harper  and  Brothers,  was 
that  caused  by  the  complete  destruction  of  C.  D. 
Yonge's  English-Greek  Lexicon,  edited  by  Dr. 
Drissler.  Several  years  of  painstaking  labor 
had  been  bestowed  upon  it,  it  had  nearly  reached 
completion,  and  was  on  the  press  at  the  time  of 
the  conflagration.  Plate,  proof,  copy,  every 
thing  was  destroyed  ;  and  most  unfortunately  the 
editor,  supposing  his  work  done,  had  already  de- 
stroyed his  revises.  The  whole  work  had  to  be 
recommenced,  and  our  readers  hardly  need  to  be 
told  that  the  editing  and  printing  of  a  ponderous 
Greek  Lexicon  requires  both  time  and  patience. 
The  loss  has  now  at  length,  after  sixteen  years, 
been  more  than  made  good,  and  among  the  most 
valuable  contributions  to  American  literature  this 
spring  will  doubtless  be  Dr.  Drissler's  edition  of 
Yonge's  "English-Greek  Lexicon,"  with  a  val- 
uable essay  on  the  order  of  words  in  Attic  Greek 
Prose. 

In  England  two  almost  equally  important  lex- 
icographical works  are  just  completed.  The 

\  Dictionary  of  the  English  L^anguage,  by  Dr.  R. 

!  G.  Latham,  founded  on  that  of  Dr.  Johnson, 

I  with  numerous  additions  and  emendations,  has 
been  many  years  in  progress,  and  is  now  pub- 
lished in  four  closely  printed  quarto  volumes. 
Undertaken  at  a  time  when  single  publishing 
houses  had  not  attained  their  present  size  and 
strength,  it  is  owned  in  shares  by  various  pub- 
lishers, a  method  which  was  quite  common  dur- 
ing the  last  century,  but  which  has  now  gone 
quite  out  of  vogue.  Equally  important — to 
American  readers  more  so — is  the  announcement 

I  that  the  Copious  and  Critical  English  and  Latin 
Dictionary,  by  Dr.  William  Smith,  Vv'hose  Bi- 
ble and  Classical  Dictionaries  are  so  -widely 
known  and  deservedly  popular,  is  at  last  com- 
pleted. 
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COMPRESSED  GUN-COTTON. 

AVERY  important  memoir  has  recently  been 
communicated  to  the  French  Academy  of 
Sciences,  by  Mr.  Abel,  relative  to  a  method  of 
using  gun-cotton  so  as  to  produce  an  explosive 
effect  equal  to  that  of  nitro-glycerine  or  dynam- 
ite, while  much  safer  in  its  application.  If  gun- 
cotton  be  laid  loosely  on  any  surface  and  ignited 
by  contact  of  a  lighted  match  or  red-hot  iron,  a 
rapid  combustion  ensues  with  a  dull  sound,  but 
without  explosion  or  violent  effects.  When  the 
cotton  is  compressed  into  a  compact  mass  and 
then  touched  off,  the  combustion  is  much  slower ; 
and  indeed  this  burning  can  be  retarded  to  such 
a  degree  as  to  exhibit  a  smouldering  slow  fire, 
without  appreciable  flame. 

If,  now,  a  detonating  percussion  powder  be  in- 
troduced into  the  substance  of  the  compressed 
cotton,  and  ignited  by  a  battery  or  a  fuse,  the 
result  is  entirely  different.  A  violent  explosion 
will  ensue  equal  in  destructive  effect  to  that  of 
nitro-glycerine  (which,  like  dynamite,  is  set  off 
in  the  same  manner),  and  incomi)arably  superior 
in  intensity  to  that  of  gun-cotton  treated  in  the 
ordinary  way. 

If,  again,  several  masses  of  compressed  gun- 
cotton  are  laid  at  short  distances  apart,  and  one 
be  ignited  by  means  of  percussion  powder,  all  the 
rest  will  go  off  with  explosive  effects  similar  to 
that  of  the  first.  Furthermore,  the  action  of 
gun-cotton  thus  exploded  upon  any  given  object, 
as  a  rock  or  block  of  wood,  is  much  the  same 
whether  inclosed  in  the  interior  of  its  substance 
or  simply  laid  on  its  surface ;  a  fact  of  the  ut- 
most importance  in  blasting  and  mining  opera- 
tions. If,  as  seems  to  be  the  case,  the  mere  ap- 
plication of  the  cotton,  or  its  insertion  in  a  nat- 
ural crevice,  will  answer  tlie  same  purpose  as  its 
introduction  into  a  hole  made  for  its  reception 
(as  in  blasting  with  gun])0\vder),  tamping,  so 
productive  of  dangerous  results,  will  be  entirely 
dispensed  with.  In  submarine  blasting,  the 
charge  needs  only  to  be  inclosed  in  a  water-tight 
bag,  or  a  glass  bottle,  and  laid  on  the  surface, 
or  inserted  in  a  crevice,  and  exploded  by  means 
of  a  battery.  The  removal  of  rocks  or  large 
stones  in  roadways  or  in  the  fields  can  be  effected 
by  simply  laying  a  mass  of  compressed  cotton  on 
the  surface,  and  discharging  it  as  explained 
above.  To  shatter  the  strongest  gate,  or  to  de- 
molish a  building,  it  is  only  necessary  to  explode 
a  pad  of  cotton  hung  against  it.  Ice  may  also 
be  cleared  away  in  a  harbor  or  around  a  vessel 
by  this  means  with  the  greatest  ease.  Other  ap- 
plications will  readily  suggest  themselves  for  the 
practical  adaptation  of  this  most  important  dis- 
covery, which  hardly  seems,  so  far,  to  have  met 
the  attention  which  it  deserves. 

STONE  AGE  IN  AFRICA. 

We  have  already  adverted  to  the  fact  of  the 
discovery  of  flint  implements  in  Northern  Africa 
as  disproving  the  long-asserted  proposition  that 
the  Stone  Age  had  not  existed  on  the  African 
Continent.  In  addition  to  this  we  may  state, 
that  within  a  few  years  past  similar  objects  have 
been  found  in  South  Africa,  over  an  area  extend- 
ing a  thousand  miles  from  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  It  is  still,  however,  believed  that  the 
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modern  inhabitants  of  Africa,  even  at  the  time 
of  their  first  discovery  by  the  whites,  were  unac- 
quainted with  the  use  of  stone  for  weapons  ;  and 
it  is  therefore  asserted  that  these  implements 
must  have  been  employed  by  a  race  anterior  to 
that  of  the  present  day,  of  whose  ethnological 
character  we  can  at  present  form  no  conception. 

RESULTS  OP  BRITISH  DREDGING. 

It  will  be  some  time  before  the  interest  attach- 
ing to  the  deep-sea  dredgings  prosecuted  by  the 
British  naturalists  last  summer,  at  a  maximum 
depth  of  nearly  three  miles,  will  be  exhausted ; 
the  results  being  so  unexpected  and  important 
as  to  require  a  long-continued  investigation  to 
prepare  them  properly  for  publication.  Some 
idea  of  the  magnitude  of  the  discoveries  made 
may  be  gained  from  the  fact  that  one  hundred 
and  seventeen  (117)  species  of  mollusca  have 
been  added  to  the  fauna  of  the  British  seas,  of 
which  number  fifty-six  (5G)  were  entirely  unde- 
scribed,  and  eight  were  formeily  supposed  to  be 
extinct  as  tertiary  fossils.  The  remainder  are 
principally  species  previously  known  only  from 
more  northern  latitudes. 

If  the  comparatively  small  number  of  casts  of 
the  dredge  which  were  made  during  the  expedi- 
tion in  question  be  borne  in  mind,  we  may  read- 
ily conceive  something  of  the  vast  field  that  yet 
remains  to  be  explored  in  this  direction.  The 
total  number  of  British  marine  shells  known  be- 
fore amounted  to  about  four  hundred  and  fifty ; 
to  which  have  now  been  added  more  than  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks.  Of 
five  species  of  shells  taken  at  the  greatest  depth, 
2435  fathoms,  one  was  Mediterranean,  one  was 
Arctic,  two  were  Northern,  and  one  undescribed. 
The  occurrence  of  living  species,  previously  known 
only  as  tertiary  fossils,  is  a  fact  of  the  deepest 
significance,  and  will  undoubtedly  be  made  proper 
use  of  by  geologists,  in  connection  with  the  an- 
nouncement previously  made,  that  the  depths  of 
the  sea  contain  chalk  in  the  process  of  formation 
by  living  species  characteristic  of  the  true  creta- 
ceous period. 

INFLUENCE  OF  COLORED  LIGHT  ON  INSECTS. 

The  discussion  of  the  changes  produced  in  an- 
imal and  vegetable  forms  by  the  influence  of  vary- 
ing conditions  of  temperature,  moisture,  light, 
locality,  etc.,  especially  as  connected  with  the 
Darwinian  hypothesis,  has  induced  a  great  vari- 
ety of  experiments,  from  which  some  intei'esting 
results  have  been  derived.  In  one  of  these  ex- 
periments, lately  published,  a  brood  of  cater- 
pillars of  the  tortoise-shell  butterfly  of  Europe  was 
divided  into  three  lots.  One-third  were  placed 
in  a  photographic  room  lighted  through  orange- 
colored  glass,  one-third  in  a  room  lighted  through 
blue  glass,  and  the  remainder  kept  in  an  ordinary 
cage  in  natural  light.  All  were  fed  with  their 
proper  food,  and  the  third  lot  developed  into 
butterflies  in  the  usual  time.  Those  in  the  blue 
light  were  not  healthy,  a  large  number  dying  be- 
fore changing ;  those  raised  in  the  orange  light, 
however,  were  nearly  as  healthy  as  the  first- 
mentioned.  The  perfect  insects  reared  in  the 
blue  light  differed  from  the  average  form  in 
being  much  smaller,  the  orange -brown  colors 
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lighter,  and  the  yellow  and  orange  running  into 
each  other,  instead  of  remaining  distinct.  Those 
raised  in  the  yellow  light  were  also  smaller,  but 
the  orange-brown  was  replaced  by  salmon-color ; 
and  the  blue  edges  of  the  wings  seen  in  the  or- 
dinary form  were  of  a  dull  slate.  If  changes  so 
great  as  these  can  be  produced  in  the  course  of 
a  single  experiment,  it  is  probable  that  a  contin- 
uance of  the  same  upon  a  succession  of  individ- 
uals will  develop  some  striking  results. 

NEW  VEGETABLE  FIBRES. 

Among  the  recently  discovered  vegetable  fibres, 
useful  in  the  manufacture  of  cloth  of  various 
kinds,  may  be  mentioned  those  of  the  China  grass 
and  the  Ramie,  both  of  them  species  belonging 
to  the  nettle  fiimily  and  to  the  genus  Boehmeria. 
The  China  grass,  when  prepared,  is  of  a  brill- 
iant snow-white  color,  and  of  remarkable  fine- 
ness of  fibre.  Like  the  fibres  of  cotton,  those  of 
the  China  grass  are  single  cells,  some  of  which 
attain  a  length  of  eight  inches,  those  of  flax  being 
at  most  only  four.  The  Ramie  is  of  still  greater 
value  in  the  arts,  and  is  now  extensively  culti- 
vated in  the  warmer  portions  of  the  United  States, 
principally  from  seeds  distributed  by  the  Agri- 
cultural Department.  This  plant  has  been  grown 
from  time  immemorial  by  the  natives  of  the  In- 
dian Archipelago,  and  from  the  peculiarly  water- 
proof nature  of  its  fibre  is  used  largely  in  the 
manufacture  of  nets.  The  plant  is  perennial  and 
easily  propagated  by  settings,  yielding  three  or 
four  harvests  annually.  The  crop  is  about  a 
thousand  pounds  of  fibre  per  acre,  of  which  about 
half  is  textile  material,  furnishing  a  silky,  lus- 
trous thread,  longer  than  that  of  cotton.  This 
is  spun,  mixed  with  either  avooI  or  cotton,  and 
can  indeed  be  worked  by  itself ;  in  which  case  it 
has  the  appearance  of  L}  ons  silk, 

ADULTERATION  OF  BEER. 

According  to  a  high  German  authority,  beer 
is  adulterated  by  a  great  variety  of  drugs  and 
other  substances,  principally  vegetable ;  some 
of  which  are  harmless,  while  others  are  very  in- 
jurious. These  he  classifies  as,  first,  the  bitter 
ingredients,  intended  to  imitate  the  bitter  taste 
of  the  hops  ;  second,  the  bitter  aromatic,  also  in- 
tended to  reproduce  the  taste  of  the  hop ;  third, 
the  aromatic,  meant  to  make  the  beer  more 
stimulating  ;  fourth,  the  sharp  and  aromatically 
sharp,  to  make  the  taste  more  piquant ;  fifth, 
the  narcotic  and  sharply  narcotic,  to  make  the 
liquor  more  stupefying.  Among  the  substances 
are  mentioned  opium,  belladonna,  henbane,  to- 
bacco, ignatius  bean,  cocculus  indicus,  etc.  ;  all 
of  which  are  more  or  less  poisonous  and  repre- 
hensible. 

MD^ARGENT. 
A  valuable  imitation  of  silver,  called  minar- 
gent,  even  exceeding  silver  in  metallic  lustre  and 
in  the  maintenance  of  its  white  color,  and  bear- 
ing a  veiy  close  resemblance  to  silver  generally, 
is  made  by  melting  together  one  thousand  parts 
of  copper,  seven  hundred  parts  of  nickel,  fifty  of 
pure  tungsten,  and  ten  of  aluminium.  The  first 
three  ingredients  are  to  be  melted  together  and 
then  granulated  by  being  poured  into  water  ;  aft- 
erward dried  and  again  melted,  and  the  alumin- 
ium then  introduced.  At  this  stage  of  the  proc- 
ess, however,  one  and  a  half  parts  of  flux,  con- 
sisting of  equal  parts  of  borax  and  of  fluor  spar, 


are  to  be  added.  The  principal  difficulty  in  the 
preparation  of  the  alloy  lies  in  the  proper  melt- 
ing of  the  aluminium  with  so  large  a  quantity 
of  nickel,  for  which  reason  a  flux  is  necessary. 

PRIMITIVE  STOCK  OF  THE  HORSE. 

A  French  author  who  has  been  making  a  care- 
ful study  of  the  horse,  in  its  modern  varieties, 
as  well  as  of  the  fossil  remains  found  in  difler- 
ent  parts  of  the  Old  World,  announces  as  his  be- 
lief that  eight  kinds  formerly  existed  in  Europe, 
Asia,  and  Africa,  of  which  certain  well-known 
modern  races  are  the  lineal  descendants.  He 
divides  them  by  their  skulls  (as  many  ethnolo- 
gists do  those  of  the  human  race)  into  the  hrachy- 
cephaUc  and  the  dolichocephalic,  or,  the  short- 
headed,  and  the  long-headed.  Of  each  of  these  he 
recognizes  four  varieties.  Of  the  first  section, 
one  variety  belonged  originally  to  the  plateau  of 
Central  Asia,  and  has  been  distributed  through- 
out the  whole  circle  of  the  Indo-European  na- 
tions, especially  by  the  Goths.  In  modern  times 
it  has  been  introduced,  as  the  Arab  race,  into 
northern  Africa  and  western  Europe ;  its  most 
marked  form  at  the  present  day  being  the  En- 
glish race-horse. 

The  next  variety  was  the  African  horse,  a  na- 
tive of  northeastern  Africa,  probably  of  Nubia. 
This  is  distinguished  from  the  rest,  among  other 
characteristics,  by  having  one  lum^bar  vertebra 
less  than  usual.  It  occurs  nowhere  in  a  state 
of  purity ;  but  was  introduced  into  Spain  and 
France  by  the  JMoors  and  Saracens,  where  its 
modern  forms  are  known  as  Barbs,  Andalu- 
sians,  etc. 

The  third  variety  belonged  to  Ireland  and 
Wales,  where  its  various  descendants  are  3'et  to 
be  met  with.  Thence  it  was  carried  to  the  coast 
of  Armorica  (now  Brittany)  by  the  Bretons  ;  and 
its  races  are  known  as  the  Irish  pony,  and  the 
Breton  horse.  The  fourth  variety  was  the  Brit- 
ish horse,  belonging  to  ancient  Britain,  and  now 
found  on  both  shoi-es  of  the  Straits  of  Dover.  It 
is  known  in  England  as  the  Black  horse,  the 
Norfolk  horse,  etc.  ;  and  in  France,  as  the  Bou- 
lonnaise. 

Of  the  dolichocephalic  group  the  first  variety 
is  the  German  horse,  originally  from  the  Duch- 
ies and  the  Danish  islands,  and  represented  at 
the  present  time  by  the  various  kinds  of  Ger- 
man horses,  the  Norman  horse,  the  English  dray- 
horse,  etc. 

The  second,  or  Frisian  variety,  came  from 
Friesland,  and  is  still  known  in  Flanders  as  the 
Flemish  horse.  The  third,  or  Belgian  horse, 
belonged  to  the  valley  of  the  Meuse,  its  descend- 
ants forming  the  horses  of  IJrabant,  Hainault, 
Liege,  etc.  The  fourth  and  last  variety  is  the 
horse  of  the  Seine,  and  its  descendants  are  found 
to  the  west  of  Paris,  the  most  marked  race  being 
the  celebrated  Percheron  horse.  Our  author 
apologizes  for  thus  multiplying  the  varieties,  or 
perhaps  species  of  horse ;  but  expresses  his  confi- 
dent expectation  of  being  able,  in  a  forthcom- 
ing work,  to  establish  them  all  as  distinct,  by 
unmistakable  zoological  and  other  characteris- 
tics. 

RENDERING  PAPER  TRANSPARENT. 

White  paper  of  any  kind  may  be  rendered 
temporarily  transparent  by  moistening  it  with 
benzine,  in  which  condition  it  may  be  used  as  a 
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tracing-paper.  After  a  time  the  benzine  will 
evaporate,  and  the  original  opacity  of  the  paper 
Avill  be  restored  to  it.  In  this  way  a  design  can 
be  transferred  to  any  part  of  a  sheet  of  paper 
without  the  necessity  of  employing  regular  tra- 
cing-paper for  the  purpose. 

LIVING  ENCRINITE. 

Naturalists  will  be  interested  to  learn  of  the 
discovery  on  the  coast  of  France  of  Antedon 
(Coynatula)  rosaceus,  the  young  of  which  is  at- 
tached, and  demonstrates  the  affinity  of  the 
form  to  the  fossil  crinoid  Pentacrinus,  with 
which  it  was  at  one  time  united.  The  crinoids 
are  best  known  from  the  numerous  species  found 
in  a  fossil  state,  and  have  very  few  living  repre- 
sentatives. The  specimens  obtained  Avere  met 
with  in  abundance  upon  the  stems  of  sea-weed, 
entangled  in  the  twistings  and  convolutions  of 
the  plant. 

THE  ASS  IN  EGYPT. 

Quite  recently  Professor  Owen,  of  London, 
called  attention  to  the  supposed  ignorance,  on 
the  part  of  the  ancient  Egyptians,  of  the  exist- 
ence of  the  horse  and  the  ass,  as  shown  by  the 
absence  of  figures  of  either  animal  on  the  tombs 
or  monuments  of  the  country.  M.  Lenorment, 
referring  to  this  subject,  indorses  what  Professor 
Owen  has  said  in  regard  to  the  horse  ;  but  shows 
that  the  ass  is  figured  on  the  very  oldest  of  Egyp- 
tian remains,  especially  in  the  tombs  of  Ghizeh, 
Sakkara,  and  Abousir ;  and  thinks  it  probable  that 
the  animal  was  as  abundant  in  Egypt  then  as  it  is 
now.  He  states,  furthermore,  that  the  same  fact 
is  also  established  by  the  testimony  of  the  book 
of  Genesis,  in  which  one  of  the  richest  of  the 
early  patriarchs  is  represented  as  "having  cam- 
els, oxen,  sheep,  and  asses ;"  but  horses  are  never 
mentioned  as  constituting  a  portion  of  the  wealth 
of  any  one.  Although  the  horse  is  mentioned  in 
Exodus,  the  only  reference  to  it  in  Genesis  is 
when  the  family  of  Jacob  went,  to  establish  them- 
selves in  Egypt,  near  Joseph  ;  and  this  relates  to 
a  later  epoch,  when  the  animal  had  become 
known.  M.  Lenorment  therefore,  from  his  in- 
vestigations on  the  subject,  considers  that  we 
may  come  to  the  following  conclusions :  First, 
that  the  ass  was  undoubtedly  employed  in  Egypt 
and  Syria,  as  a  beast  of  burden,  from  the  earliest 
dates  of  which  we  have  any  form  of  record  ;  and, 
second,  that  the  horse,  on  the  contrary,  remained 
nnknown  in  the  countries  to  the  southwest  of  the 
Euphrates  down  to  the  time  of  the  shepherd 
kings  of  Egypt ;  that  is,  nearly  to  the  nineteenth 
century  before  the  Christian  era. 

M.  ^lilne  Edwards,  in  commenting  upon  this 
communication,  and  indorsing  it,  stated  that,  as 
far  as  known,  the  ass  was  strictly  an  African 
animal,  known  in  Asia  only  in  a  state  of  domes- 
tication, while  the  horse  was  derived  from  Cen- 
tral Asia  and  a  part  of  Europe.  If,  therefore, 
the  horse  was  first  introduced  into  Africa  by  the 
shepherd  kings  of  Egypt,  who  invaded  the  coun- 
try about  two  thousand  years  before  Christ,  he 
suggests  that  this  f^ict  may  tend  to  throw  some 
light  upon  the  somewhat  disputed  point  of  their 
origin. 

FISH-TORPEDO. 
Since  the  late  war,  in  which  torpedoes  fonned 
such  an  important  feature,  they  have  occupied 
the  attention  of  the  principal  nations,  and  suc- 


cessive forms  have  been  devised  for  increasing 
their  efficiency ;  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  antici- 
pate that  the  defense  of  harbors  and  coast  cities 
against  the  formidable  iron-clads  of  modern 
times  will  be  better  secured  by  this  agency  than  by 
any  other.  Quite  recently  a  new  form  has  been 
invented  and  experimented  upon  in  the  Adriatic. 
It  is  shaped  like  a  fish,  so  as  to  move  easily  under 
and  through  the  water,  with  an  apparatus  near 
the  tail  containing  compressed  air  as  the  motive 
power,  the  offensive  agent  being  introduced  into 
the  head,  and  triggers  suitably  arranged.  All 
that  is  required  is  to  start  the  apparatus  by 
means  of  a  submarine  boat,  or  otherwise,  to  give 
it  the  right  direction  toward  the  object  of  attack, 
and  let  it  go,  when  the  least  touch  against  any 
trigger  will  cause  a  most  violent  explosion.  It 
is  said  that  Admiral  Radford  and  other  Ameri- 
can officers  have  been  lately  engaged  in  exam- 
ining the  plans  of  the  inventor,  with  a  view  of 
securing  the  right  to  use  them  for  the  United 
States  government. 

CAPTURING  SEA  TURTLES. 

A  curious  method  of  capturing  sea  turtles 
when  asleep  in  the  water  is  practiced  in  some 
parts  of  the  East,  by  means  of  the  sucking-fish, 
or  remora,  a  well-knov/n  fish,  about  a  foot  long, 
having  a  sucker  on  the  top  of  the  head,  by  which 
it  attaches  itself  to  bodies  in  the  water.  A  num- 
ber of  these  fish  are  kept  alive  in  cages  in  the 
water,  and  when  a  sleeping  sea-turtle  is  seen  at 
a  distance,  a  string  of  suitable  length  is  tied 
about  the  narroAV  part  of  the  tail  of  one  of  the 
fish,  which  is  pointed  in  the  direction  of  the 
floating  animal.  The  fish  instinctively  makes 
for  the  turtle  and  attaches  itself,  and  the  string 
being  then  carefully  drawn  in,  both  animals  are 
hauled  within  reach  and  secured. 

SALT  IN  SEA  AIR. 

According  to  a  recent  author,  there  is  always 
on  the  sea -shore  an  atmosphere  impregnated 
with  particles  of  salt,  Avhich,  in  certain  parts  of 
the  iNIediterranean,  extends  in  a  quiet  state  of 
the  air  for  about  seven  hundred  yards  inland,  and 
to  a  height  of  about  eighty  yards.  This  satura- 
tion of  the  atmosphere  with  salt  is  supposed  to 
be  due  to  the  "pulverization"  of  the  sea-Avater 
by  the  beating  of  the  surf,  and  is  not  influenced 
either  by  barometric  pressure  or  other  meteor- 
ological conditions.  This  ingredient  of  the  air 
may  be  carried  far  inland,  and  pervade  the  at- 
mosphere to  a  distance  of  several  miles,  but  must 
not  be  confounded  with  the  so-called  spray,  or 
salt-water,  sometimes  carried  as  far  into  the  in- 
terior by  high  winds. 

REINDEER  BONES  IN  THE  MISSISSIPPI 
VALLEY. 

An  interesting  communication  has  lately  been 
made  by  Professor  Shaler,  of  Cambridge,  in  cor- 
roboration of  previous  statements  to  that  effect, 
of  the  occurrence  of  bones  of  the  reindeer  in  the 
Big  Bone  and  other  licks  of  Kentucky.  These 
were  found  at  a  lower  level  in  the  lick,  and  in 
another  deposit  than  that  of  the  common  deer 
and  the  buffiilo,  which  occupy  the  most  su))er- 
ficial  position.  Situated  as  they  are,  in  close 
connection  with  the  bones  of  the  mastodon  and 
fossil  elephant  of  the  same  Inyers,  it  is  extreme- 
ly probable  that,  if  not  contemporaneous  with 
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these  animals,  the  reindeer  came  at  least  im- 
mediately after  them.  The  occurrence  of  the 
bones  of  this  animal,  under  such  circumstances, 
may  be  considered  as  a  satisfactory  proof  of  the 
existence  of  a  much  more  arctic  climate  in  North 
America  at  an  earlier  period  than  prevails  at  the 
present  time ;  and  this  suggestion,  as  made  by 
Professor  Shaler,  is  still  further  substantiated  by 
the  occasional  discovery  of  bones  of  the  musk-ox 
in  somewhat  similar  situations.  It  is  now  be- 
lieved that  one  or  more  species  of  fossil  oxen, 
described  by  naturalists  as  occurring  in  the  JNIis- 
sissippi  Valley,  and  supposed  to  be  entirely  ex- 
tinct, are  in  reality  the  ancestors  simply  of  the 
musk-ox  of  the  present  <lay,  only  rather  different 
in  development,  as  might  reasonably  be  looked 
for.  The  scattered  indications  of  the  occurrence 
of  reindeer  bones  in  the  valley  of  the  Hudson, 
and  in  New  Jersey,  will  have  an  additional  value 
in  connection  with  this  announcement  of  Pro- 
fessor Shaler. 

SPECTROSCOPIC  EXAMINATION  OF  FIRE- 
FLY'S LIGHT. 

Since  the  discovery  of  the  spectroscope  its 
powers  have  been  tested  in  tlie  analysis  of  light 
of  many  kinds,  whether  distant  or  near  ;  and,  as 
our  readers  may  know,  some  of  the  most  import- 
ant discoveries  in  regard  to  the  constitution  of 
the  heavenly  bodies  have  been  made  by  this 
means.  Professor  Young  has  recentlv  used  it 
in  examining  the  light  of  the  common  lire-fly ; 
and  reports  that  the  spectrum  is  perfectly  con- 
tinuous, without  traces  of  lines  either  bright  or 
dark,  and  extends  from  a  little  above  Fraun- 
hofer  s  line  C  in  the  scarlet  to  about  F  in  the 
blue,  gradually  fading  out  at  the  extremities. 
Professor  Young  remarks  that  it  is  jur.t  this 
portion  of  the  spectrum  that  is  composed  of 
rays,  which,  while  they  may  affect  the  organs 
of  vision  more  powerfully  than  any  others,  have 
very  little  heating  power,  showing  that  the  entire 
energy  of  tiie  animal  is  expended  in  producing 
light,  and  that  none  is  wasted  in  heat.  This,  he 
says,  is  very  different  from  artificial  modes  of  il- 
lumination, such  as  the  flame  of  burning  gas, 
which  is  so  constituted  that  not  more  than  one 
or  two  per  cent,  of  the  radiant  energy  consists 
of  visible  rays,  the  remainder  being  wasted  in 
producing  rays  that  do  not  give  out  light. 

INFLUENCE  OF  THE  GULF  STREAM  ON 
CLIMATE. 

A  Danish  meteorologist  has  connected  certain 
exceptionally  warm  winters  in  the  north  of  Eu- 
rope, as  those  of  1 776,  1822,  and  1 845,  with  what 
he  calls  an  indentation  of  the  Gulf  Stream ;  since 
he  has  reason  to  believe  that  during  these  periods 
the  Gulf  Stream  either  changed  its  position  very 
materially  or  expanded  its  current  so  as  to  come 
much  nearer  to  the  shores  of  northern  Europe. 
In  1776  the  winter  climate  of  Norway  was  as 
warm  as  that  of  summer,  and  thunder  and  light- 
ning were  as  common  as  in  July ;  and  during 
the  whole  winter  season,  according  to  the  ex- 
pression of  the  author,  "There  was  not  snow 
enough  to  make  a  snow-ball."  The  wind  blew 
continuously  from  the  southwest,  sometimes  with 
great  intensity.  A  similar  state  of  things  exist- 
ed in  the  winter  of  1845-46,  which  was  uncom- 
monly mild  and  stormy ;  and  it  is  suggested  that 
many  of  the  peculiar  variations  of  temperature 


of  the  present  season,  both  in  America  and  Eu- 
rope, may  be  attributed  directly  to  the  influences 
above  named. 

DIFFERENCE  OF  LINEN  AND  COTTON  FIBRE. 

It  is  often  a  matter  of  importance  to  the  pur- 
cliaser  of  goods  to  be  able  to  distinguish  between 
linen  and  cotton  fibres  in  some  more  simple  man- 
ner than  bv  the  infallible  test  of  the  microscope. 
This  may  be  done  by  taking  a  thread  of  the  fabric 
in  question,  untwisting  it  slightly,  and  then  pull- 
ing it  apart,  and  examining  the  extremities  where 
it  has  separated.  If  the  thread  be  of  cotton  it  will 
part  very  readily,  and  present  at  the  extremity  a 
frizzled,  branching,  twisted  appearance.  The 
linen  thread,  on  the  other  hand,  generally  tears 
off  short,  and  the  ends  form  a  tuft,  consisting  of 
straight  threads,  not  twisted  together.  By  try- 
ing the  experiment  on  known  fabrics  of  linen 
and  cotton  an  appreciation  of  the  difference  may 
be  gained,  so  that  it  will  always  be  possible  to 
recognize  the  material  under  any  circumstances. 

IS  ANIMAL  LIFE  ALWAYS  DEPENDENT  ON 
PLANTS? 

It  has  been  asserted  by  many  naturalists  that 
plants  necessarily  form  the  basis  of  animal  life ; 
since  species  that  do  not  live  on  vegetable  matter 
devour  those  that  do.  Mr.  Gwyn  Jeffreys,  how- 
ever, calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  plant  life  ap- 
pears to  be  totally  absent  in  the  ocean,  with  the 
exception  of  a  comparative!}'  narrow  fringe  (as 
the  littoral  and  laniinarian  zones)  Avhich  borders 
the  coasts  of  tiie  ocean,  and  the  Sargasso  seas,  or 
fields  of  1  iving,  floating  sea-weed,  found  in  mid- 
ocean.  During  the  recent  exj)lorations  on  the 
steamer  Porcupine,  already  advert-ed  to,  he  could 
not  detect  the  slightest  trace  of  vegetable  matter 
at  a  greater  depth  than  fifteen  fathoms.  Animal 
organisms  of  all  kinds,  living  and  dead,  were 
found  every  where  from  the  surface  to  the  bot- 
tom, and  were  invariably  those  that  subsisted  on 
flesh,  there  being  none  that  depend  upon  plants. 
But  as  all  animals  are  said  to  exhale  carbonic 
acid  gas,  and  give  out  the  same  by  their  decom- 
position, he  in([uires  whence  the  oceanic  animals 
get  that  supply  of  carbon  which  those  living 
among  plants  derive  directly  from  them ;  and 
asks  whether  any  class  of  marine  animals  can 
assimilate  the  carbon  contained  in  the  sea,  just 
as  plants  do  that  contained  in  the  air.  Without 
himself  attempting  to  solve  the  problem,  he  pre- 
sents it  for  the  consideration  of  his  brother  nat- 
uralists, remarking,  however,  that  the  theory  re- 
ferred to  above,  of  the  dependence  of  animals 
upon  vegetables,  does  not  seem  to  apply  to  those 
inhabiting  the  main  ocean. 

A  NEW  GREGARINA. 

Among  objects  familiar  to  microscopic  ob- 
servers are  certain  animal  forms  of  extreme  sim- 
plicity of  structure  known  as  gregarinas,  and  oc- 
curring as  parasites  in  the  intestinal  canal  of  va- 
rious invertebrated  animals.  Considerable  inter- 
est has  lately  been  excited  among  naturalists  by 
the  discovery,  in  the  intestines  of  the  lobster,  of 
a  new  species  of  the  group  of  imusual  size ;  in 
fact,  this  is  believed  to  be  the  largest  single-celled 
animal  known,  measuring,  as  it  does,  nearlv 
seven-tenths  of  an  inch  in  length,  and  six-tenths 
of  an  inch  in  width.  The  composition  of  the 
animal  is,  in  the  main,  similar  to  that  of  the 
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other  known  species ;  and  an  elaborate  memoir 
by  the  discoverer,  Mr.  Van  Beneden,  will,  before 
long,  be  published. 

CHINESE  SEALS  IN  IRISH  BOGS. 
It  is  said  that  seals  of  white  porcelain,  of  Chi- 
nese origin,  are  not  iinfrequentlj  found  in  tlie 
bogs  of  Ireland,  at  different  depths  from  the  sur- 
face, and  much  speculation  has  been  expended  in 
the  endeavor  to  ascertain  how  they  came  there. 
They  all  present  the  same  image,  a  sitting  mon- 
ster with  a  face  half  that  of  a  dog  and  half  of 
an  ape,  with  inscriptions  in  old  Chinese  letters. 
These  inscriptions  have  been  deciphered  by  Chi- 
nese scholars,  and  found  to  express  proverbs  still 
in  use  in  China. 

ACTINIC  POWER  OF  BURNING  CHROMIUM. 

Those  who  are  familiar  with  the  actinic  power 
of  the  light  of  burning  magnesium  will  be  inter- 
ested to  learn  that  chromium,  burned  in  a  par- 
ticular way,  decidedly  surpasses  it  in  this  re- 
spect. When  a  current  of  dry  hydrogen  gas  is 
passed  through  chloro-chromic  acid  and  after- 
ward burned,  oxyd  of  chromium  is  produced  at 
a  very  high  temperature,  Avhich  emits  a  light  of 
such  chemical  power  that  a  photographic  paper 
blackens  under  its  influence  as  quickly  as  in  full 
daylight.  Chloride  of  titanium,  treated  in  the 
same  way,  is  said  to  give  a  similar  result.  Un- 
fortunately, however,  it  is  added  that  these  chlo- 
rides can  be  managed  only  by  persons  skilled  in 
chemical  research,  and  are  therefore  not  avail- 
able to  the  mass  of  ordinary  photographic  oper- 
ators. They  become  decomposed  under  the  in- 
fluence of  moist  gases,  and  the  lamp  then  emits 
a  considerable  quantity  of  vapor,  as  in  the  case 
of  metallic  magnesium. 

DISEASED  TEETH  AMONG  THE  ANCIENTS. 

In  the  prevalence  of  diseased  teeth  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  attributed  to  modern  irregularities  of 
living,  we  are  in  the  habit  of  envying  the  ancients 
for  their  presumed  immunity  from  this  trouble. 
A  careful  examination,  however,  of  human  skulls 
of  the  greatest  known  antiquity,  has  revealed 
the  unexpected  fact  that  in  a  large  percentage  of 
them  cases  of  caries  and  of  wearing  away  aj)pear 
to  be  quite  common.  Out  of  one  hundred  and 
forty-three  Britanno-Roman  skulls,  examined  by 
an  English  dentist,  forty-one  had  defective  teeth"^; 
and  a  similar  proportion  is  maintained  in  other 
series.  No  traces  of  plugging  nor  of  artificial 
teeth  are  found  among  the  ancient  Egyptians  or 
the  Europeans  of  pre-historic  times,  the  extrac- 
tion of  an  unsound  tooth  appearing  to  have  been 
the  limit  of  operations  in  dentistry. 

MINING  BY  THE  ANCIENT  EGYPTIANS  ON 
SINAI. 

An  interesting  communication  has  lately  been 
made  to  a  scientific  society  in  Manchester,  with 
reference  to  the  working  of  turquoise  mines  on 
the  promontory  of  Mount  Sinai  by  the  ancient 
Egyptians  ;  the  evidence  of  hieroglyphics  on  the 
rocks  tending  to  show  that  this  took  place  dur- 
ing the  period  extending  from  the  third  to  the 
thirteenth  of  the  dynasties  mentioned  by  Mane- 
tho,  or,  according  to  some  chronologists,  from 
thirty-five  hundred  to  two  thousand  years  before 
Christ.  The  mining  seems  to  have  been  prose- 
cuted by  means  of  stone  hammers  and  splinters 


of  flint,  the  latter  probably  inserted  in  wooden 
handles  and  used  as  chisels,  with  the  aid  of  the 
hammers,  to  cut  out  portions  of  the  rock. 

These  ancient  mines  are  filled  with  broken  splin- 
ters of  flint  and  hammers ;  and  there  are  no  in- 
dications whatever  to  show  that  any  kind  of  met- 
al was  used  in  the  operation.  It  is  believed  that 
the  hieroglyphics  themselves  were  cut  by  the 
same  means — an  important  conclusion — since  it 
is  probable  that  the  ancient  sculptures  of  Egypt 
were  made  with  similar  implements. 

We  know  that  obsidian  was  used  by  the  Mex- 
icans for  a  like  purpose,  and  the  idea  of  inserting 
these  flakes  or  chips  in  wood  or  horn,  and  using 
them,  either  with  or  without  hammers,  as  chisels 
or  gravers,  will  tend  to  render  their  application 
for  building  purposes  and  in  carving  more  intel- 
ligible. 

DISTINGUISHING  BLUE  COLORS. 

To  distinguish  between  Berlin  blue  and  indigo 
or  aniline  blue,  as  dyes  on  cloth,  it  is  only  nec- 
essary to  moisten  a  small  portion  of  the  colored 
cloth  with  a  few  drops  of  a  solution  of  fluoride 
of  potassium  in  water,  and  to  direct  upon  it  a 
current  of  steam.  The  Berlin  blue  by  this  proc- 
ess is  removed,  while  indigo  and  aniline  blues 
remain  undisturbed. 

The  same  method  can  be  used  in  distinguish- 
ing nut-gall  ink  from  that  of  indigo  carmine,  the 
former  being  destroyed  in  the  process,  while  the 
latter  assumes  a  red  color. 

DISCOVERY  OF  A  CROCODILE  IN  FLORIDA. 

It  may  interest  those  of  our  readers  who  are 
naturalists  to  hear  of  the  discovery  of  a  genuine 
species  of  crocodile  in  the  United  States,  a  spec- 
imen having  been  obtained  during  the  past  win- 
ter in  Florida,  by  Professor  Wyman  of  Cam- 
bridge. The  precise  species  has  not  yet  been  de- 
termined, although  it  will  probably  turn  out  to 
be  the  Crocodilus  acutus,  or  sharp-nosed  croco- 
dile, one  of  several  known  to  exist  in  Cuba.  The 
locality  where  the  animal  was  obtained  is  Key 
Biscayne  Bay,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Miami  River ; 
and  we  would  advise  such  of  our  readers  as  hap- 
pen to  be  at  any  time  in  that  vicinity  to  make 
inquiry  concerning  it,  as  additional  specimens 
are  very  desirable,  and  no  more  acceptable  pres- 
ent could  be  made  to  any  of  our  public  museums. 

The  North  American  alligator  is  extremely 
abundant,  as  is  well  known,  in  the  rivers  of  Flor- 
ida, and  is  found  at  some  distance  northward, 
although  much  less  widely  distributed  now  than 
in  former  times.  It  is  also  found  along  the 
shores  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  where  it  is  still 
quite  common,  and  extends  some  distance  up  the 
rivers  emptying  into  this  basin. 

The  crocodile  in  question  may  be  distinguished 
from  the  common  alligator  by  its  generic  char- 
acter of  having  the  long  fourth  tooth  in  the  lov.'- 
er  jaw  fitting  into  a  notch  in  the  side  of  the  up- 
per jaw,  and  not  into  a  -cavity  or  pit,  as  in  the 
alligator. 

PAPER  NAPKINS. 
In  the  restaurants  of  Germany  we  now  meet 
with  napkins  made  of  silk-paper,  neatly  orna- 
mented in  embossed  figures,  which  answer  an 
excellent  purpose  for  wiping  the  mouth  and  fin- 
gers ;  and,  although  capable  of  use  but  once,  are 
cheaper  than  the  cost  of  Avashing  linen  napkins 
of  the  same  size.    They  are  furnished  at  the  rate 
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of  from  one-sixth  to  one-third  of  a  cent  each,  and 
of  a  size  from  ten  to  twenty-five  inches  square. 

NEW  METEORITES. 
A  very  remarkable  group  of  meteorites  has 
lately  been  brought  to  Philadelphia,  from  north- 
ern Mexico,  by  Dr.  Butcher,  of  that  city.  This 
consists  of  eight  masses  of  nearly  pure  iron,  weigh- 
ing respectively  634-,  580,  545,  438,  430,  404, 
363,  and  290  pounds,  or,  in  the  aggregate  3704 
pounds. 

They  are  supposed  to  have  fallen  in  1837, 
and  to  have  come  from  a  meteor  which  was  ob- 
served to  traverse  the  sky  in  a  northwestern  di- 
rection, followed  by  a  loud  explosion.  It  is  quite 
probable  that  many  more  masses  fell  at  the  same  | 
time,  one  of  them,  indeed,  is  now  in  the  muse- 
um of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  The  precise 
locality  in  which  they  were  obtained  is  about 
ninety  miles  northwest  of  the  town  of  Santa  Rosa, 
in  northern  Mexico,  and  not  far  from  the  Rio 
Grande. 

NEW  DIAMOND  FIELDS. 

If  the  discoveries  of  diamonds  in  South  Africa 
and  Australia,  as  recently  announced,  be  really 
authentic,  it  is  very  probable  that  this  gem  will 
before  long  be  materially  reduced  in  commercial 
value.  According  to  a  recent  communication 
from  Port  Elizabeth,  in  South  Africa,  it  is  stated 
that  the  diamonds  found  there  are  of  extraor- 
dinary size  and  beauty,  and  occur  in  a  territory 
of  over  a  thousand  square  miles  in  extent.  Those 
hitherto  collected  have  been  picked  up  on  the 
surface,  but  it  is  probable  that  others  will  be 
found  beneath  it.  They  weigh  from  half  a 
carat  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  carats ;  one  of 
fortv-six  carats  having  lately  been  sold  in  Lon- 
don for  over  $20,000. 

A  diamond  mine,  embracing  also  garnets, 
topazes,  etc.,  has,  it  is  said,  been  lately  discov- 
ered on  the  Vaal  River,  by  Herr  Mauch,  a  Ger- 
man traveler,  who  not  long  since  obtained  con- 
siderable notoriety  by  his  alleged  discovery  in  the 
Natal  Country  of  a  gold-field,  abounding  in  de- 
serted diggings,  and  supposed  to  have  been  the 
site  of  the  ancient  Ophir  of  Iving  Solomon. 

MILK  FUNGUS. 
Quite  a  sensation  was  produced  among  physi- 
ologists, some  months  ago,  by  the  publication 
of  certain  microscopical  observations  made  by 
M.  Essling  upon  milk.  In  this  it  Avas  stated 
that,  if  the  surface  of  fresh  cream  be  examined 
under  a  good  lens,  among  the  mass  of  milky  and 
fatty  globules  will  be  found  a  number  of  round 
or  oblong  corpuscles,  sometimes  accompanied 
with  finely-dotted  matter,  which  are  actual  germ- 
inating masses  of  vibrios,  such  as  are  seen  in 
most  substances  in  a  state  of  putrefaction. 
These  corpuscles,  he  says,  make  their  appear- 
ance within  fifteen  or  twenty-four  hours  after 
milking,  in  summer  ;  in  winter,  after  two  or 
three  days.  At  the  moment  of  coagulation  these 
corpuscles  are  seen  to  increase  in  number,  to 
bud,  form  ramified  chains,  and  at  length  to  be 
transformed  into  regular  fungi  or  filaments,  con- 
structed in  a  particular  manner,  and  possibly  be- 
longing to  the  group  of  Ascopliora.  The  essen- 
tial part  of  the  communication,  however,  is  the 
statement  that  these  spores  occur  just  before  the 
milk  becomes  sour,  and  before  any  appreciable 


indication  of  any  change  has  taken  place  ;  and  it 
is  to  the  presence  of  this  fungus  in  milk  that  Mr. 
Essling  ascribes  many  of  the  gastric  afflictions  to 
which  children  are  liable.  To  prevent  any  evil 
consequences,  therefore,  the  author  recommends 
that  milk  be  drunk  as  soon  as  possible  after  the 
milking,  and  kept  closely  bottled  during  the  in- 
terval, maintaining  it  also  at  a  temperature  as 
nearly  as  possible  the  same  as  when  just  taken 
from  the  animal. 

To  this,  however,  Mr.  Dancer,  of  Manchester, 
has  lately  responded  in  a  more  cheerful  strain, 
by  making,  as  the  result  of  his  own  later  experi- 
ments, the  statement  that  these  fungi  do  not  de- 
velop naturally  in  the  milk,  but  are  in  all  proba- 
bility derived  from  spores  emanating  from  the 
locality  in  which  this  was  kept,  and  that  by  se- 
lecting a  perfectly  clean  and  dry  place,  and  espe- 
cially one  washed  out  occasionally  with  carbolic 
acid,  no  results  of  the  kind  referred  to  are  to  be 
anticipated.  He  found  that,  if  kept  for  a  suifi- 
cient  length  of  time,  an  ordinary  mould  is  devel- 
oped on  the  surfiice  of  milk  or  cream,  as  on  other 
liquids,  but  that  this  fungus  is  very  different  from 
the  spores  referred  to  by  INI.  Essling.  He,  how- 
ever, agrees  with  the  last-mentioned  author  in 
advising  very  strenuously  that  milk  be  ke])t  bot- 
tled, or  closed  by  tight  covers,  Avhether  intended 
for  direct  use  or  the  manufacture  of  butter. 
Upon  the  whole,  he  inclined  to  the  conclusion 
that  perfectly  pure  milk  is  not  subject  to  the 
dangers  referred  to,  and  that  the  phenomena  ob- 
served by  jNI.  Essling  may  have  been  the  result 
of  his  experimenting  with  an  article  obtained 
from  diseased  cattle,  or  else  one  with  which  some 
impure  water  may  have  been  mixed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  adulteration. 

RENDERING  FABRICS  WATER-PROOF. 

Some  general  statements  have  been  made  re- 
specting a  method  lately  devised  for  rendering 
tissues  water -proof  by  subjecting  them  to  the 
action  of  sulphuric  acid ;  and  we  now  give  the 
process  in  greater  detail,  so  as  to  permit  the  ex- 
periment to  be  tried  more  satisfactorily.  For  the 
purpose  in  question,  sulphuric  acid  of  40°  to  60°, 
of  Baurae's  hydrometer,  is  to  be  used,  about  67° 
being  the  proper  strength  for  linen.  Into  this 
the  fabric  is  to  be  dipped  and  kept  for  from 
ten  seconds  to  two  minutes,  according  to  the  ma- 
terial, and  then  immediately  well  washed  in  fresh 
running  water,  so  as  to  arrest  the  decomposition 
begun  by  the  acid.  After  repeated  washings 
the  article  is  to  be  dried,  and  the  surface  will  be 
found  coated  with  a  sort  of  continuous  layer, 
which  fills  up  the  interstices  between  the  warp 
and  the  woof,  and  at  the  same  time  strengthens 
the  fobric  and  converts  it  into  a  kind  of  parch- 
!  ment  tissue,  this  increase  in  strength  in  the  case 
of  linen  amounting  to  about  one -third.  It  is 
recommended  to  pass  the  tissue,  as  soon  as  it 
is  taken  from  the  bath,  through  rollers,  so  as  to 
spread  the  sticky  layer  and  render  it  uniform. 

A  modification  of  the  experiment  consists  in 
applying  a  solution  of  wood,  cotton,  linen,  etc., 
in  sulphuric  acid  of  59°  Baume  to  any  fabric  by 
means  of  rollers  or  brushes, 

IMPROVED  CEMENT, 
A  German  author,  discussing  the  question  of 
cements,  states  that  the  tenn  may  be  applied  to 
anv  substance  or  mixture  of  substances  which, 
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when  in  a  fluid  or  semi-fluid  condition,  is  inter- 
posed between  two  surfaces  for  the  purpose  of 
uniting  them. 

Among  the  different  kinds  of  cements,  he  first 
distinguishes  the  oil  cements,  consisting  princi- 
pally of  linseed-oil  mixed  with  earthy  materials, 
as  red-lead,  white-lead,  sand,  etc.  These  are 
Avater  and  air  tight,  and  capable  of  sustaining 
quite  a  high  temperature ;  the  principal  fault  in 
them  being  their  great  weight,  and  the  length  of 
time  they  require  to  harden.  Resinous  cements 
also  are  air  and  Avater  tight,  like  the  others,  but 
Avill  not  bear  much  heat.  Glue  and  gum  cements 
are  used  for  uniting  delicate  objects  ;  but  will  not 
resist  water  and  extreme  changes  of  temperature. 
Soluble  glass  cement  is  especially  applicable  for 
uniting  glass,  porcelain,  earthen  wares,  etc.,  and 
is  to  be  recommended  on  account  of  its  cheap- 
ness. Some  other  less  important  classes  are 
mentioned,  to  which,  like  the  rest,  lime,  gyp- 
sum, clay,  and  infusorial  earth  are  added  to  give 
body  to  them.  " Iron"  or  "rust  cement"  is  also 
mentioned  as  one  of  much  importance  in  the 
series. 

The  author  states,  furthermore,  that  nearly  all 
the  cements  mentioned  have  the  defect  of  drying 
slowly,  and  of  not  being  secure  against  chemical 
agents,  such  as  diluted  alcohol,  ether,  carbureted 
hydrogen,  acids,  etc.  ;  and  he  takes  the  occasion 
to  present  Avhat  he  states  to  be  an  entirely  new 
preparation,  which,  according  to  his  statement, 
is  available  for  a  much  greater  variety  of  pur- 


poses than  any  of  those  just  referred  to.  This, 
he  says,  is  proof  not  only  against  acids,  whether 
concentrated  or  diluted,  but  also  against  alkaline 
leys,  ether,  alcohol,  benzine,  sulphide  of  carbon, 
and  other  solvents,  none  of  which  attack  it  in 
the  slightest  degree;  and  it  is  therefore  suitable 
for  employment  by  chemists,  to  any  extent,  and 
in  almost  any  variety  of  application.  This  im- 
portant preparation  is  formed  simply  by  a  mix- 
ture of  ordinary  commercial  glycerine  and  well- 
washed,  dry  litharge.  The  two  are  to  be  stirred 
well  together  in  such  proportion  as  to  form  a  stiff 
dough  or  paste,  which  can,  and  indeed  must,  be 
used  immediately,  as  in  from  ten  to  thirty  min- 
utes it  will  stiffen  into  a  hard,  uniform  mass. 
This  substance  may  be  used  to  advantage  in  fas- 
tening the  joints  of  chemical  apparatus,  since,  as 
already  stated,  no  ordinary  chemical  agent  will 
affect  it.  It  can  be  used  under  water  as  well  as 
in  the  air,  and  will  sustain  readily  a  temperature 
of  over  500  degrees.  A  special  application  of 
this  substance,  mentioned  by  the  author,  is  in 
the  taking  of  casts  for  electrotypes,  as  it  ex- 
presses faithfully  the  minutest  detail,  and  can 
readily  be  prepared  so  as  to  receive  the  galvanic 
deposit  of  copper  or  iron. 

Our  space  does  not  permit  us  to  follow  the 
author  in  the  farther  details  of  the  application 
of  this  substance ;  but  if  it  have  half  the  good 
qualities  claimed,  it  must  certainly  be  considered 
an  important  addition  to  our  mechanical  re- 
sources. 
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THE  UNITED  STATES. 

OUR  Record  closes  March  1.— Bills  for  the 
admission  of  Mississippi  were  introduced 
in  both  Houses  of  Congress  January  31.  The 
House  bill  Avas  passed  February  3.,  Its  terms 
Avere  the  same  as  those  of  the  Virginia  bill,  ex- 
cept that  an  affirmation  instead  of  an  oath  was 
required  of  Congressional  delegates.  The  House 
bill  Avas  passed  by  the  Senate  February  17. — 
The  Senators  from  Mississippi  are  General 
Adelbert  Ames  and  II.  R.  Revels.  The  latter 
— a  colored  man — holds  the  seat  formerly  occu- 
pied by  Jefferson  Davis. 

The  Senate  Committee  on  Post-offices  and 
Post-roads,  January  31,  faA'orably  reported  a 
bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  postal  telegraph 
company.  It  authorizes  the  Postmaster-Gen- 
eral to  establish  telegraph  offices  in  connection 
Avith  the  post-offices  in  every  city  and  village 
Avhere  telegraph  stations  are  noAV  maintained, 
and  in  CA-ery  city  or  village  of  3000  inhabitants  ; 
provides  for  the  special  and  immediate  delivery 
of  messages  Avithin  one  mile  of  every  postal  tele- 
graph office — also  a  deliAcry  beyond  these  limits 
at  special  rates.  It  also  provides  for  the  trans- 
mission of  messages  by  mail  to  or  from  the  near- 
est postal  telegraph  office,  Avhen  received  for  or 
destined  to  any  place  not  having  such  an  office ; 
for  the  transmission  by  telegraph  of  postal  money 
orders ;  for  the  transmission  of  the  message  in 
special  cases ;  for  printing  of  transmissions  and 
for  transmissions  where  the  Avhole  amount  has 
not  been  paid.  The  rates  to  be  prepaid  for 
transmission  and  delivery  of  messages  of  twenty 


Avords  or  figures,  or  less,  including  date,  address, 
and  signature,  shall  not  exceed  twenty-five  cents 
for  each  and  every  500  miles,  or  fractional  part 
thereof,  measured  in  an  air  line,  and  for  each 
additional  five  Avords  or  figures,  or  less,  one- 
fifth  of  the  above  rates.  But  the  rates  for  mes- 
sages directed  to  be  transmitted  by  night  shall 
not  exceed  twenty-five  cents  for  each  and  every 
1000  miles,  or  fractional  part  thereof,  and  for 
each  additional  ten  Avords  one-fifth  these  rates. 
The  rates  shall  be  prepaid  by  telegraphic  stamps, 
and  shall  coA'er  the  ex])ense  of  the  post-office  of 
immediate  special  dehvery  and  of  transmission 
by  mail  Avhere  required  to  or  from  any  postal 
telegraph  office  in  the  United  States.  The  bill 
authorizes  a  contract  to  be  made  Avith  the  Postal 
Telegraph  Company  for  ten  years  upon  their  fur- 
nishing security  for  the  performance  of  these  re- 
quirements. The  Postal  Company  is  authorized 
to  make  special  contracts  for  the  transmission  of 
press  messages,  the  rates  not  to  exceed  five  mills 
per  Avord  by  night  and  seven  and  a  half  mills  by 
day  for  every  500  miles.  Where  the  same  mes- 
sage is  delivered  at  the  same  office  to  several 
neAVspapers  but  one  rate  shall  be  charged,  Avith 
the  necessary  cost  of  manifold  copies  Avhen 
made  by  the  company ;  and  the  rates  for  the 
Associated  Press  ncAvs  shall  not  exceed  those 
now  paid  by  the  several  press  associations  to  the 
Western  Union  Telegraph  Company.  A  post- 
age of  tAvo  cents  shall  be  paid  on  each  press 
message  ;  but  where  copies  of  the  same  message 
are  dropped  off*  at  several  offices,  but  one  post- 
age shall  be  paid.     The  Postmaster  -  General 
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shall,  from  time  to  time,  reduce  the  compensa- 
tion to  be  paid  to  the  company  and  the  rates  to 
be  paid  by  the  public  for  the  transmission  of 
messages ;  provided  that  the  net  income  of  the 
company  (after  the  payment  of  its  operating  ex- 
penses) shall  not  thereby  be  reduced  below  ten 
per  centum  per  year  on  the  capital  stock  of  the 
company.  Telegraph  stamps  are  to  be  provided, 
etc.  A  commissioner  of  telegraph  is  to  be  ap- 
pointed, and  punishment  provided  for  divulging 
the  contents  of  messages  or  willful  obstruction 
of  their  transmission.  Finally,  it  is  provided 
that  at  any  time  after  five  years  from  its  organi- 
zation the  Postmaster-General  may  purchase  the 
property  and  franchises  of  the  company  on  terms 
to  be  fixed  by  five  disinterested  persons,  two  to 
be  chosen  by  the  Postmaster- General,  two  by 
the  company,  and  the  fifth  by  those  four — pro- 
vided that  the  terms  shall  be  approved,  and  the 
purchase  consummated  by  Congress. 

The  House  Census  bill  was  on  the  9tli  tabled 
in  the  Senate,  4G  to  9.  This  action  indicated 
that  the  sense  of  the  Senate  was  against  the  new 
bill,  and  in  favor  of  proceeding  with  the  census 
in  accordance  with  the  law  of  1850.  On  Janu- 
ary 31  Francis  A.  Walker  was  nominated  by  the 
President  Superintendent  of  the  Census  under 
the  old  law. 

On  the  81  St  of  Januaiy,  Mr,  Ingersoll,  of  Il- 
linois, offered  a  resolution  in  the  House,  instruct- 
ing the  Banking  and  Currency  Committee  to  re- 
port within  six  davs  his  hill  for  increasing  the 
currency  $44,000,000.  The  House  refused  to 
do  so  by  a  vote  of  71  to  41.  The  opposition  of 
the  Senate  to  an  inflation  of  the  currency  is  in- 
dicated by  the  adoption  in  that  body,  without  a 
division,  February  24,  of  the  following  resolution  : 

That  to  add  to  the  preseut  irredeemable  paper  cur- 
rency of  the  country  would  be  to  render  more  difficult 
and  remote  the  resumption  of  specie  payments,  to  en- 
courage and  foster  the  spirit  of  speculation,  to  aggra- 
vate the  evils  produced  by  sudden  and  frequent  tluc- 
tualions  of  values,  to  depreciate  the  credit  of  the 
nation,  and  to  check  the  healthful  tendency  of  legiti- 
mate business  to  settle  down  upon  a  safe  and  perma- 
nent basis;  and  therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Sen- 
ate, the  existing  volume  of  such  currency  ought  not 
to  be  increased. 

Senator  Sherman's  Currency  bill  passed  the 
Senate,  39  to  23,  on  the  2d.  It  provided  for 
the  issue  of  $4r),000,000  more  bank  currency  to 
be  put  forth  by  new  banks  against  the  same 
amount  of  3  per  cent,  certificates,  which  were  to 
be  canceled  ;  and,  after  this  issue,  it  provided 
for  a  distribution  of  $20,000,000  of  bank  cur- 
rency among  the  States  which  have  less  tlian 
their  proportion  of  the  $300,000,000  now  afloat 
— this  sum  to  be  taken  from  those  States  having 
more  than  their  proportion.  The  object  of  this 
bill  is  to  supply  the  West  and  South  with  need- 
ed capital. 

Senator  Sherman,  on  the  3d,  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Finance  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
funding  and  consolidation  of  the  national  debt, 
to  extend  banking  facilities,  and  to  establish 
specie  payments.  The  principal  features  of  the 
bill  are  as  follow  : 

1 .  Three  series  of  bonds,  bearing  respectively 
four,  four  and  a  half,  and  five  per  cent,  interest, 
running,  respectively,  forty,  thirty,  and  twenty 
years,  and  redeemable,  respectively,  after  twenty, 
fifteen,  and  ten  years.  2.  Interest  and  princi- 
pal payable  m  coin,  either  at  home  or  at  London, 
Paris,'  Frankfort,  or  Berlin.    3.  A  commission 


of  one  per  cent,  for  expenses  of  negotiation.  4. 
The  issue  of  each  series  limited  to  $400,000,000. 
5.  Sinking  funds  limited  to  the  annual  difference 
between  the  amount  of  interest  on  the  public 
debt,  and  the  sum  of  $150,000,000  in  gold, 
which  is  appropriated  for  both  purposes.  G. 
Banks  are  required,  after  the  1st  day  of  Octo- 
ber, 1870,  to  replace  their  present  securities  with 
the  new  bonds  in  proportion  of  one-third  of  each 
series ;  and,  in  case  of  failure  to  do  so,  to  sur- 
render their  circulation,  or  deposit  United  States 
notes  for  its  redemption,  and  receive  their  bonds. 
Circulation  on  these  bonds  is  limited  to  eighty 
per  cent.  Free  banking  is  also  authorized  on  the 
basis  of  the  four  per  cent,  bonds,  the  bonds  to 
be  purchased  with  United  States  notes,  and  an 
amount  of  such  notes  to  be  canceled  equal  in 
amount  to  the  bank  circulation  so  issued.  7. 
The  exemption  from  taxation  of  the  bonds  is- 
sued under  this  act. 

A  resolution  offered  in  the  House  by  Mr. 
INI'Xeely,  of  Illinois,  on  the  31st  of  January, 
to  pay  the  Five-Twenty  bonds  in  greenbacks 
was  tabled  by  a  vote  of  122  to  41. 

Mr.  Garfield,  February  19,  introduced  in  the 
House  a  resolution  respecting  contested  elec- 
tions, to  prevent  the  operation  of  partisan  in- 
fluences. 

Mr.  Cullom,  from  tlie  Committee  on  Terri- 
tories, repoi'ted  to  the  House  a  bill  in  aid  of  the 
execution  of  the  laws  in  Utah  Territory.  Tlie 
object  of  the  bill  is  to  abolish  polygamy.  On  the 
17th  Mr.  Cullom,  in  advocacy  of  his  bill,  said 
that  the  church,  through  Brigham  Young,  con- 
trolled the  Territorial  Legislature,  and  the  Leg- 
islature appointed  the  jirobate  judges  ;  and  there- 
fore it  became  necessary  to  substitute  a  L'^nited 
States  judiciary  in  place  of  the  Territorial.  The 
leading  Mormons  should  be  rendered  ineligible  to 
vote  or  hold  office.  Gentiles  who  went  into  that 
territory  to  settle  were  so  persecuted  that  they 
could  not  remain  there,  and  they  were  appealing 
to  the  gov(^-nment  for  protection.  The  bill  pro- 
posed would  offer  inducements  to  emigration. 

The  Special  Committee  on  Navigation  submit- 
ted its  report  to  the  House  on  the  17th.  The 
Committee  reported  that,  in  18G1,  our  tonnage 
engaged  in  the  foreign  earning  trade  reached  its 
highest  point,  being  that  year  2,G42,G28  tons, 
while  that  of  Great  Britain  was  3,179,G83  tons. 
From  1861  to  18GG  our  tonnage  decreased  to 
1,972,92G  tons.  In  1850  seventy-five  per  cent, 
of  our  exports  and  imports  was  shipped  in  Amer- 
ican vessels;  in  18G9  only  thirty-four  per  cent, 
was  thus  shipped.  Of  $1,10],G74  paid  by  the 
United  States  for  ocean  mail  senice  during  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1869,  $336, 1G3  was  paid 
to  foreign  companies.  On  the  Atlantic  we  have 
onlv  two  lines  of  mail  steamers.  TTie  opinion 
of  the  Committee  was  adverse  to  the  readmission 
to  American  registry  of  vessels  that  during  the 
rebellion  sought  protection  under  a  foreign  flag. 
It  was  also  adverse  to  the  policy  of  admitting  for- 
eign-built vessels  to  American  registry.  "We 
can  not  build  up  a  truly  American  merchant  ma- 
rine in  a  foreign  country  for  the  reason  that  the 
countries  in  wliich  we  build  will  have  every  ad- 
vantage over  us  in  competing  for  the  carrying 
trade  which  is  to  sustain  such  a  marine.  First, 
in  the  profits  of  the  business  of  building  and  fit- 
ting out  the  vessels ;  second,  in  the  command  of 
cheap  capital ;  third,  in  combining  the  building, 
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owning,  and  managing  interests,  which  can  only 
be  done  in  the  country  where  the  shipping  is 
built ;  and,  fourth,  in  the  prestige  such  countries 
would  obtain  by  furnishing  the  vessels  which 
Americans  would  own,  and  also  those  which  were 
to  compete  for  the  business  witli  American-owned 
vessels.  Furthermore,  it  is  not  probable  that 
American  capital  would  be  sent  to  Europe  to 
build  ships  with  which  to  compete  on  equal  terms 
for  business  with  the  ships  of  those  who  build  for 
them,  unless  these  foreign-built  vessels  were  al- 
lowed to  participate  in  our  coasting  trade  —  a 
change  in  our  policy  which  would  not  only  en- 
tirely destroy  every  branch  of  mechanical  indus- 
try in  the  United  States  dependent  upon  ship- 
building, but  would  ruin  the  present  owners  of 
coasting  vessels.  It  would  be  admitting  to  the 
enjoyment  of  American  business  foreigners  who 
pay  no  taxes  to  the  American  government,  and 
who,  by  virtue  of  that  exception,  would  be  en- 
abled to  drive  American  tax-payers  out  of  em- 
ployment." The  effect  of  the  war  upon  the  de- 
cline of  our  shipping  is  thus  stated  :  "The  steady 
increase  of  our  shipping  engaged  in  the  foreign 
trade  up  to  the  commencement  of  the  rebellion, 
and  the  sudden  and  rapid  decline  from  that  point, 
leads  directly  to  the  conclusion  that  its  decadence 
is  attributable  mainly,  if  not  solely,  to  incidents 
of  the  war.  According  to  the  best  available 
data  919, 4GG  tons  of  American  shipping  disap- 
peared from  our  lists  during  the  rebellion.  Of 
this  amount  1 1 0, 1 G3  tons  were  destroyed  by  An- 
glo-Confederate pirates,  while  803,303  tons  were 
either  sold  to  foreigners,  or  passed  nominally  into 
their  hands,  and  obtained  the  protection  of  their 
flags.  Here  was  an  actual  loss  to  the  private  own- 
ers of  less  than  five  per  cent.,  and  a  loss  to  the  na- 
tion of  about  thirty-seven  per  cent.,  of  the  total 
of  American  tonnage  engaged  in  the  foreign  car- 
rying trade.  The  loss  of  this  amount  of  tonnage 
would  not  of  itself  have  produced  such  disastrous 
results  as  we  have  seen  had  not  the  value  of  what 
remained  been  virtually  destroyed  by  the  peril  in 
which  it  was  placed  from  English  piratical  ves- 
sels sailing  under  the  Confederate  flag.  The  risk 
of  sailing  under  the  American  flag  was  so  great 
as  to  divert  a  large  share  of  the  carrying  trade 
into  foreign  bottoms,  principally  those  of  Great 
Britain."  The  following  measures  were  recom- 
mended by  the  Committee : 

First.  The  remission  of  the  duties  imposed 
upon  the  raw  material  entering  into  the  construc- 
tion of  vessels  and  steamers,  limiting  the  amount 
to  the  minimum  of  duties  per  ton  collected  on  the 
material  required  for  certain  classes  of  vessels, 
and  where  American  iron  is  used  in  the  construc- 
tion of  iron  vessels  an  amount  per  ton  equivalent 
to  the  duties  on  a  like  amount  of  imported  raw 
materials,  limiting  the  amount  to  be  paid. 

Second.  That  all  stores  to  be  used  by  vessels 
sailing  to  foreign  ports  may  be  taken  in  bond  free 
of  duty. 

Third.  Further  to  encourage  investment  in 
shipping,  and  to  extend  the  aid  to  ships  al- 
ready built,  and  which  have  been  sailed  during 
and  since  the  rebellion  at  great  disadvantage,  al- 
lowing to  all  sailing  vessels  and  to  all  steamers 
running  to  the  British  North  American  provinces 
one  dollar  and  a  half  per  ton ;  on  steamers  to  Eu- 
ropean ports  four  dollars  per  ton  ;  and  on  all  oth- 
er steamers  running  to  foreign  ports  three  dollars 
per  ton. 


The  statement  of  the  public  debt  for  Febru- 
ary shoAvs  a  decrease  of  .$12,686,420  during 
that  month.  The  coin  balance  at  the  close  of 
February  was  $102,400,739,  including  coin  cer- 
tificates amounting  to  $44,382,840.  The  cur- 
rency balance  was  $10,280,285.  The  purchased 
bonds  and  interest  amounted  to  $100,659,292. 

A  bill  granting  female  suffrage  has  been  pass- 
ed by  the  Legislature  of  Utah  Territory,  and 
signed  by  Acting-Governor  Mann. 

The  Fifteenth  Constitutional  Amendment  has 
been  ratified  by  the  Legislatures  of  Texas,  Geor- 
gia, Virginia,  and  Nebraska. 

On  the  7th  a  decision  was  rendered  by  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court  declaring  all  con- 
tracts before  1862  payable  in  coin. — Judge 
Hoar's  nomination  as  Associate  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  Avas  rejected  by  the  Senate  on 
the  3d. — On  the  7th  the  President  nominated  as 
Associate  Justices  Joseph  P.  Bradley,  of  New 
Jersey,  and  William  Strong,  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  consequence  of  the  admission  of  Virginia 
the  .First  Military  District  has  been  abolished, 
and  a  new  department  has  been  established,  in- 
cluding Maryland,  Virginia,  "West  Virginia,  and 
North  Carolina — this  department  forming  a  part 
of  the  Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic. 

Mr.  George  Peabody's  remains  were  removed 
from  Portland,  and  arrived  at  Peabody,  Massa- 
chusetts, February  1 ,  where  they  lay  in  state  un- 
til the  8th,  when  they  were  buried.  Prince 
Arthur  and  Mr.  Thornton  were  present.  Rob- 
ert C.  Winthrop,  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Pea- 
body  Educational  Fund,  delivered  the  eulogy. 

EUROPE. 

M.  Ollivier,  the  Emperor  Napoleon's  Prime 
Minister,  while  proceeding  against  the  "irrecon- 
cilables"  with  marked  severity,  has  carried  out 
the  liberal  policy  upon  which  the  government 
has  recently  entered  to  such  an  extent  that  he 
has  met  with  opposition  from  the  Right.  He  has 
imprisoned  Rochefort  and  Flourens ;  he  has  re- 
moved M.  Le  Verrier,  Director  of  the  Imperial 
Observatory,  for  action  in  the  Senate  opposed  to 
the  government;  and  in  these  actions  he  was 
sustained  by  all  the  members  of  the  Corps  Legis- 
latif,  except  the  extreme  Left.  The  arrest  of 
Rochefort  was  sustained  by  a  vote  of  199  to  45. 
Rochefort,  on  the  morning  of  the  7th,  published 
a  notice  in  the  Marseillaise  that  he  would  not 
surrender.  Early  on  the  evening  of  that  day  he 
was  arrested  on  his  way  to  address  a  political 
meeting  near  Belleville.  His  arrest  was  the  sig- 
nal for  a  gathering  of  his  adherents  in  that  quar- 
ter of  Paris  ;  and  by  two  o'clock  the  next  morn- 
ing the  streets  of  that  section  were  barricaded 
with  omnibuses  and  vehicles  taken  from  the  sta- 
bles. Several  armories  were  pillaged  by  the  in- 
surgents. The  military  was  called  out,  but  fire- 
arms were  not  used.  About  300  arrests  were 
made,  and  by  noon  quiet  was  restored  in  that 
quarter.  But,  later  in  the  day,  other  barricades 
were  erected  nearer  the  centre  of  the  city,  which 
were  carried  by  the  military  without  bloodshed. 
Gustave  Flourens,  the  leader  in  these  disturb- 
ances, was  fined  100  francs,  and  sentenced  to  six 
months'  imprisonment.  — Thus  far  M.  Ollivier  was 
triumphant.  But  when,  on  the  24th,  he  an- 
nounced in  the  Corps  Legislatif,  that  the  gov- 
ernment, in  accordance  with  the  liberal  course  it 
had  marked  out,  proposed  to  wholly  abandon  the 
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system  of  placing  in  the  field  and  supporting  of- 
ficial candidates  for  the  Chamber,  the  Deputies 
of  the  Right  burst  into  loud  cries  of  disapproval. 
M.  Ollivier  persisted,  though  continually  inter- 
rupted ;  and  when  he  had  concluded,  a  motion 
was  made  to  uphold  the  existing  system  of  offi- 
cial candidatures.  This  motion  was  carried  by 
a  vote  of  187  to  56. 

The  British  Parliament  was  opened  on  the  8th 
by  a  speech  delivered  in  the  queen's  name  by  the 
royal  commission.  The  following  measures  were 
proposed  as  subjects  of  legislation :  "  To  amend 
the  laws  respecting  the  occupation  and  acquisi- 
tion of  land  in  Ireland  in  a  manner  adapted  to 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  that  country,  and 
calculated  to  bring  about  improved  relations  be- 
tween the  several  classes  concerned  in  Irish  agri- 
culture, which  collectively  constitute  the  great 
bulk  of  the  people."  A  bill  for  an  enlargement 
on  a  comprehensive  scale  of  the  means  of  nation- 
al education.  In  fulfillment  of  an  engagement 
to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  a  bill 
to  define  the  status  of  subjects  or  citizens  of  for- 
eign countries  who  may  desire  naturalization. 

The  Irish  Land  bill  was  introduced  in  the 
House  of  Commons  on  the  L">th  by  ]\Ir.  Glad- 
stone. He  recapitulated  the  history  of  the  land 
question  since  1833.  The  necessity  for  its  set- 
tlement was  now  generally  admitted.  The  recent 
agrarian  outrages  were  not  due  to  the  revival  of 
this  question.  Half  a  century  of  legislation  had 
done  nothing  for  the  small  landholders  or  the 
peasantry.  Emigration  was  a  good  method  of 
relief  when  voluntary ;  but  when  it  became  com- 
pulsoiy,  or  men  were  compelled  to  leave  who 
were  willing  to  remain,  it  was  exile,  and  angered 
its  victims.  In  the  west  of  Ireland,  where  the 
tenant  was  the  least  secure,  tlie  value  of  the  land 
had  not  doubled  in  ninety  years,  while  in  En- 


gland it  had  trebled  within  that  time,  and  in 
Scotland,  where  the  tenant  was  most  secure,  it 
had  increased  sixfold.  The  bill  proposed  pro- 
vided for  security  of  tenure,  the  facilitation  of 
transfer  and  purchase  of  land ;  and  for  loans  to 
tenants  desiring  to  buy,  and  to  landlords  to  en- 
able them  to  reclaim  waste  lands.  The  new  law 
is  to  be  administered  by  a  court  of  arbitration  ; 
improvements  giving  value  to  land  are  to  be  paid 
for ;  evictions  for  non-payment  of  rent  are  to 
bar  all  claims  against  tenants  ;  notices  to  quit 
are  to  give  the  tenant  one  year's  time  from  the 
end  of  the  current  year ;  and  the  county  rate  is 
to  be  divided  between  the  landlords  and  tenants. 

Again  we  have  from  London  a  report  of  the 
death  of  Dr.  David  Livingstone,  the  celebrated 
African  traveler — this  time  indicating  that  he 
had  been  burned  as  a  wizard  by  a  chief  in  the 
interior. — Hon.  Anson  Burlingame,  the  Chinese 
embassador,  died  at  St.  Petersburg  on  the  morn- 
ing of  February  23. 

CENTRAL  AMERICA. 
Another  revolution  has  broken  out  in  Mexico. 
Early  in  the  month  the  States  of  Puebla,  San 
Luis  Potosi,  Guanajuato,  Queretaro,  and  Mi- 
choacan  were  rei)orted  to  be  in  revolt,  and  the 
attempts  of  the  government  to  quell  the  insur- 
rection were  represented  as  futile.  Some  fight- 
ing had  occurred  in  which  the  government  troops 
were  worsted.  At  a  later  period  we  hear  from 
the  State  of  Zacatecas  as  in  revolt,  its  Governor 
having  pronounced  against  President  Juarez. 
The  iNIexican  Congress  has  granted  ampM 
powers  to  Juarez  for  six  months.  General  Es- 
cobedo  has  been  forced  to  retire  before  the  rebels 
under  Toledo  and  Martinez,  Garcia  de  Cadena, 
Governor  of  Zacatecas,  is  reported  to  have  been 
announced  for  President  by  the  insurgents. 


6Mtor'0  Drnutcr. 


THE  readers  of  the  Drawer  have,  within  the 
past  year  or  two,  been  edified  with  the  \)e- 
rusal  of  a  sermon  on  "  Tlie  Harp  of  a  Thousand 
Strings,"'  and  the  "Farewell  Discourse  of  Broth- 
er Watkins. "  The  tone  of  those  discourses  might, 
in  a  general  way,  be  called  pleasing.  Not  so, 
however,  the  following  brief  allusion  from  the 
pulpit  to  a  young  man  of  indifierent  position  in 

the  social  circles  of  B  ,  New  Hampshire,  w^ho 

came  to  an  early  decease  by  a  vigorous  but  ab- 
surdly unequal  contest  with  a  party  of  the  Otard 
family.  Tlie  preacher  who  officiated  at  the  final 
solemnities  improved  the  occasion  by  making  the 
following  remarks : 

"I  hev been  requested,  not  to  say  impor^jiwec/, 
toe  deliver  a  funeral  discourse  on  this  occasion, 
and  I  hev  reluctantly  consented  toe  do  so.  I 
never  heerd  any  good  of  the  decased  yit ;  and 
if  the  friends  hev  made  up  their  minds  that  I 
am  about  to  begin  sech  a  course  now  they  are 
very  much  mistaken.  I  estimate,  in  fact,  that 
this  young  man,  now  a-layin'  before  you,  was 
about  the  wiist  man  ever  permitted,  in  the  on- 
scrutable  ways  of  the  divine  pej)2)usses,  toe  locate 
in  this  vicinity.  He  was  one  who  I  miglit  say 
allers  fell  when  he  Avas  tempted ;  and  he  certingly 


appeared  to  me  toe  seek,  rather  than  to  avoid, 
occasions  for  such  temptation. 

"Why,  my  feller  C'hristians,  he  kep'  bosses 
and  run  *em  ;  he  kej)'  cocks  and  fit  'em  ;  and  as 
toe  wimmin,  let  his  widder  (who  I  see  a-settin'  in 
a  front  pew)  testify."  (Here  the  widow  arose,  as 
was  the  custom  when  the  family  of  the  deceased 
was  alluded  to,  and,  deeming  it  a  complimentary 
remark,  courtesied  to  the  preacher.)  "In  short, 
after  a  diligent  inquiry  intoe  the  pertickerlers  of 
his  kerrikter  and  conduct  while  he  has  resided 
in  this  village,  I  hev  come  toe  the  conclusion 
that  about  the  only  good  thing  that  kin  be  said 
of  him  at  all  is  that  he  was  an  active  member  of 
the  engine  company,  and  occasionally  (/oocl  at 
Jires. 

"The  pall-bearers  will  now  proceed  to  bear 
out  the  corpse,  while  the  choir  will  sing,  as  an 
appropriate  hymn,  the  33d  hymn,  2d  book,  short 
metre,  four  verses,  omitting,  if  you  please,  the 
3d  and  5th  stanzas  : 

'Believing,  we  rejoice 
Toe  see  the  cuss  removed,' 

with  the  usual  Doxology." 


How  awkwardly  things  do  happen !    Here,  a 
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few  days  ago,  in  Albany,  the  wife  of  a  certain 
official  entered  his  office  quite  unexpectedly,  and 
detected  the  naughty,  naughty  man  kissing  a 
young  and  beautifid  female. 

"Why,  Judge,  what  are  you  doing?"  she 
asked. 

"Why — ah!  bless  my  soul!  You  see,  my 
dear,  this  young  woman  was  taken  suddenly  ill, 
and  I  was  just  feeling  her  pulse." 

"  Well,  Judge,"  said  that  excellent  spouse, 
"you  feel  too  high  up  for  the  pulse.  It's  in  her 
wrist — 7iot  on  her  lips .'" 

"  Correct !"  (as  they  say  in  the  Xoble  Order  of 
Guinea  Witches). 

That  was  very  deftly  done,  by  one  of  the  wit- 
tiest of  American  ladies,  who,  in  a  sentence,  gave 
the  Boston  idea  of  the  Universalist  Church.  Rid- 
ing through  the  streets  in  a  carriage  with  a  for- 
eign lady  of  eminence,  accompanied  by  a  gentle- 
man now  prominent  in  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, the  principal  objects  of  interest  were 
pointed  out  and  explained  to  her,  including  sev- 
eral church  edifices.  "This,"  said  the  gentle- 
man, speaking  slowly,  that  his  English  might  be 
understood — "this  is  the  Presbyterian  church, 
and  this  on  the  right  is  the  Universalist  church." 
"Ze  Universalees  church?  Wat  is  zat?"  The 
gentleman,  who  was  not  well  up  in  dogma,  com- 
menced making  the  best  explanation  he  could, 
when  he  was  interrupted  by  his  companion,  who 
said,  "The  Universalist  Church,  my  dear  lady, 
is  a  Church  which  recognizes  God  but  ignores  the 
Deviir 


The  Drawer,  though  non-partisan,  seizes  upon 
the  occasion  of  the  refusal  of  the  Senate  to  con- 
firm the  nomination  of  Attorney-General  llofir 
as  Justice, of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  to  relate  a  little  anecdote  of  that  gentle- 
man. It  is  one  of  his  well-known  peculiarities 
to  say  sharp  things  when  opportunity  invites. 
And  sometimes  he  receives  sharp  thrusts  in  re- 
turn. Several  years  ago,  while  presiding  at 
some  conference  of  the  people  of  Concord  (where 
he  resides)  and  Acton,  in  reference  to  the  famous 
Concord  fight,  he  made  a  brilliant  apostrophe  to 
that  notable  event  in  Revolutionary  annals,  and 
glowed  with  eloquence  about  the  battle-field.  An 
old  Acton  farmer,  upon  being  called  upon  by 
Judge  Hoar  for  some  remarks,  gave  this  toast : 
"The  Concord  fight  —  Concord  furnished  the 
ground^  and  Acton  the  men  .^"  The  Judge 
couldn't  liave  done  it  more  deftly  if  he  had  tried  ; 
but  he  didn't. 


For  fifty  years  the  Rev.  Dr.  Tappan  was  pas- 
tor of  the  South  Parish  Church,  in  Augusta, 
Maine.  Leaving  the  place  on  account  of  ad- 
vancing age,  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son-in-law, 
now  a  popular  preacher  in  Boston.  Some  years 
since  a  conversation  was  overheard  between  the 
fiither  and  son  in  relation  to  the  old  doctrines  of 
the  Church.  The  former  stoutly  argued  in  favor 
of  keeping  before  the  people  those  distinctive  doc- 
trines which  had  come  down,  hoary  and  vener- 
able, from  the  days  of  Calvin  himself  Among 
these  doctrines  was  mentioned  that  of  total  de- 
pravity, the  son  arguing  that  the  people  had  out- 
grown the  sentiment,  and  would  not  now  quietly 
submit  to  its  dissemination  and  proclamation. 
The  elder  parson,  admitting  that  the  enforcing 


of  the  sentiment  was  somewhat  distasteful  to  the 
public  ear,  said  that,  "nevertheless,  it  must  be 
occasionally  preached  for  the  comfort  of  Gods 
people.'^ 


There  is  probably  no  male  reader  of  the 
Drawer  who  has  not  been  more  or  less  solicited 
for  letters  of  introduction  or  testimonials.  In 
the  way  of  the  latter,  Ave  are  permitted  to  repro- 
duce an  example  of  a  scrupulously  honest  testi- 
monial, which  may  be  made  useful  as  a  form. 

The  writer  says:  "I  have  known  Mr.  •   for 

several  years.  I  consider  him  eminently  quali- 
fied for  every  post  he  seeks.  His  habits  are  con- 
vivial, if  not  regular.  He  possesses  a  fine  voice. 
His  taste  in  liquors  is  remarkable.  He  plays 
whist  with  singular  steadiness.  He  knows  as 
much  about  every  thing  as  most  men.  He 
is  frequently  sober,  and  occasionally  industri- 
ous." 

Could  the  most  exacting  demand  any  thing 
more  explicit  ? 


How  to  make  money  ? 

Civilized  man  and  boy  are  fretting  life  away 
in  the  endeavor  satisfactorily  to  answer  the  co- 
nundrum. A  Williamsburgh  correspondent  men- 
tions the  case  of  a  genius  in  that  city  who,  like 
most  geniuses,  somehow  signally  fails  in  every 
thing  he  undertakes,  especially  in  the  desperate 
attempt  to  earn  a  competency.  Meeting  him  not 
long  since,  and  inquiring  after  his  health  and  re- 
cent doings,  he  answered  :  "  Well,  the  last  busi- 
ness I  engaged  in  was  money- making ;  but" 
(with  a  sigh)  "/ found  it  too  expensive^  and  gave 
it  up!" 


Statutory  enactment  as  to  the  precise  degree 
of  culture  required  for  a  legislator  in  Maine  does 
not  prevail.  It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  to 
be  informed  that  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of 
that  State,  at  its  last  session,  in  entering  the  ro- 
tunda of  the  Capitol  for  the  first  time,  observed 
sundry  boxes  piled  up  in  the  corner.  Address- 

j  ing  himself  to  a  person  who  happened  to  be  pres- 
ent, he  inquired  what  the  boxes  contained.  "I 
think," replied  the  man,  "it  must  be  shoes ;  the 
size  of  the  boxes  so  indicates."  "Look  here, 
Squire,"  said  the  member,  "t/o  ice  draw  shoes  f' 
The  "  Squire"  didn't  know. 

This  member  was  not  the  same  person  who, 
several  years  ago,  on  arriving  at  the  capital  of 
Maine,  asked  to  be  directed  to  the  Capitol.  He 
was  put  on  the  road  to  the  United  States  Arsenal, 
where  he  duly  arrived,  reported  himself,  signed 
the  enlisting  papers  as  a  soldier  in  the  United 
States  Army,  all  the  while  supposing  he  was  per- 

I  forming  the  duties  preliminary  to  taking  his  seat 
as  a  Representative  in  the  Legislature  and  a  law- 

i  maker  to  the  people  of  that  commonwealth  ! 


The  Rev.  Alexander  Mackenzie,  now  the  pop- 
ular pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Cam- 
j  bridge,  Massachusetts,  was  formerly  settled  in 
Augusta,  jNIaine.    During  his  residence  at  that 

place  he  boarded  with  a  Mr.   ,  who  was  a 

Universalist  of  the  most  determined  character, 
I  denying  all  the  points  of  Calvinism,  and  always 
I  ready  to  argue  in  favor  of  his  peculiar  views.  On 
i  one  occasion  the  subject  of  the  existence  of  a  per- 
!  sonal  devil  became  the  topic  of  discussion.  Mr. 
',  Mackenzie  ardently  pleaded  in  behalf  of  his  Sa- 
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tanic  majesty,  while  Mr.   vehemently  con- 
troverted his  arguments.    Growing  warm  in  the 

contest,  Mr.  avowed  that  if  such  a  being  as 

a  personal  devil,  described  and  believed  in  by 
My.  Mackenzie  and  his  religious  brethren,  really 
existed  he  would  be  glad  to  see  and  meet  him. 
With  a  significant  and  funny  twinkle  of  his  eye, 
Mr.  Mackenzie  replied,  "  J\Iy  dear  Sir,  caiit  you 
wait  f 


There  resides  in  St.  Croix  Falls,  Wisconsin, 
a  gentleman  of  the  IMilesian  nationality,  who  is 
in  every  respect  a  good  citizen,  and  who  served 
his  country  gallantly  during  the  late  dispute.  He 

holds  in  high  esieem  a  neighbor.  Judge  B  , 

who  has  filled  several  offices  of  high  responsibil- 
ity in  that  State,  and  who,  on  the  incoming  of 
the  present  federal  administration,  was  called  to 
Washington  to  fill  the  position  of  Fifth  Auditor. 
The  news  of  the  appointment  was  soon  known  at 
St.  Croix.  Our  Irish  friend,  on  getting  his  pa- 
per from  the  post-office,  handed  it  to  a  friend  to 
read  out  to  those  present  the  news,  who  read  that 

Judge  B  ,  of  Wisconsin,  had  been  appointed 

Fifth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury.  '■^ Fifth  Orator 
in  the  Treasury!"  repeated  the  Celt.  "He's  a 
fool  if  he  takes  it ;  he's  as  fit  for  First  Orator  as 
for  Fifth  Orator.  No  better  spaker  lives ;  and 
it's  no  dacent  President  that  should  insult  him 
with  the  position  of  Fi/lh  Orator!"  And  that 
seemed  to  be  the  common  notion  at  St.  Croix 
Falls. 

Here,  now,  is  a  case  where  the  scientific  ac- 
quirements of  the  engineer  may  be  properly  called 
into  action : 

On  the  San  Francisco  and  Oakland  railroad, 
for  convenience,  the  locomotive  is  made  to  push 
the  train  down  to  The  Point,  instead  of,  as  in 
coming  up,  pulling  the  train.  This  fact  elicited 
from  a  freshly-made  citizen  the  following  observa- 
tion: "I  kin  perfictly  understhand  how  the  en- 
(jine  pulls  the  cars  nj),  but  I'm  bothered  intirely 
to  luidersthand  how  the  cars  pulls  the  engine 
down !"'    That  is  the  i)roblem. 


A  WAG  of  Waco,  Texas,  sends  us  two  little 
anecdotes  of  old  Sam  Houston  : 

General  B  had  been  financial  agent  to  the 

Penitentiar}'  for  many  years.  Wannly  opposing 
General  Houston's  last  election  as  Governor  of 
Texas,  and  not  wishing  to  lose  his  place,  he  in 
due  time  presented  a  petition  asking  to  be  re- 
tained, his  long  and  faithful  services  being  urged 
as  a  reason  for  granting  tlie  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners. 

"It  appears  from  this  petition,  General,"  said 
Houston,  "  that  you  have  been  in  the  Peniten- 
tiary eight  years." 

"Yes,  Sir." 

"  And  you  say  that  you  have  performed  faith- 
fully every  dutv  imposed  upon  you  during  that 
time  ?" 

"Yes,  Sir." 

"Then,  Sir,  I  pardon  you  out!''' 


On  the  election  of  INIr.  Wigfoll  to  represent 
Texas  in  the  United  States  Senate,  Governor 
Houston  was  asked,  in  allusion  to  the  excessively 
intemperate  habits  of  the  Senator-elect,  Avhether 
he  thought  Wigfall  would  be  able  to  make  his 
way  to  Washington. 


"I  rather  think  he  Avill,"  replied  Governor 
Houston,  "if  he  avoids  Cincinnati." 

"What  do  you  mean,  Governor,  by  avoiding 
Cincinnati?" 

"  Why,  Sir,  the  strychnine  in  the  whisky  there 
will  kill  a7iy  dog!" 

Apropos  of  Dr.  Carnochan's  recent  appoint- 
ment as  Health  Officer  of  the  port  of  New  York. 
Should  the  duties  of  his  new  position  take  him 
from  active  city  practice,  he  may  by-and-by  find 
himself  in  the  same  embarrassing  position  as  a 
young  English  medico,  who,  tired  of  waiting  for 
patients,  said  to  a  chum  that  he  had  determined 
to  emigrate  to  Australia.  "Australia!"  ex- 
claimed his  friend,  "what  on  earth  for?  Why 
there  are  nothing  but  kangaroos  there!"  "Well," 
replied  young  sawbones,  '"''isn't  their  money  as 
good  as  any  body  else's?" 

Speaking  of  remarks,  we  don't  know  of  a 
more  suitable  closing  for  a  "valedictory"  than 
was  made  by  one  INlorgan,  who  was  hanged  a 
short  time  since  at  Terre  Haute,  Indiana — 

"Well,"  said  he,  "I  don't  know  that  I  have 
much  to  say,  except  that  I  had  better  be  going." 
He  went. 

How  many  instances  there  were  of  pluck  and 
waggery  in  scenes  of  trial  and  acute  suffering 
that  occurred  during  the  late  "unpleasantness" 
that  must  go  unpublished !  For  instance,  this 
example  of  the  grim  humor  of  a  gay  young  gen- 
tleman who  had  the  little  misfortune  to  have  a 
portion  of  his  face  shot  away. 

The  day  after  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run,  says 
our  informant,  we  had  occasion  to  visit  many  of 
the  hosjjitals.  At  that  time  the  nurses  had  not 
become  inured  to  scenes  of  pain  and  blood,  and 
their  nerves  were  often  severely  tried.  After 
passing  through  several  wards  we  were  about 
entering  a  side  room,  when  one  of  these  delicate 
female  nurses  interposed,  saying : 

"Perhaps,  Sir, you  had  better  not  go  in  there." 

"Why  not?  Are  there  not  wounded  men 
there?" 

"There  are.  Sir,  several,  and  one  of  them  is 
shockingly  mangled. " 

"Just  the  one  I  must  see ;  if  he  is  worse  than 
all  others,  the  greater  reason  why  he  should  be 
visited,  unless  Dr.  Barry  has  given  orders  to  the 
contrar}'." 

"Oh  no.  Sir,  nothing  of  the  kind.  The  man  is 
not  dangerously  wounded,  but  he  is  a  terrible  ob- 
ject to  look  upon.    His  face  has  been  shot  away." 

We  entered  the  room.  There  were  several 
wounded  men  in  cots,  but  only  one  whose  face 
was  disfigured.  A  ball  had  passed  obliquely, 
tearing  away  a  portion  of  both  lips,  all  his  front 
teeth,  and  the  lower  half  of  his  nose.  The  mo- 
ment we  approached  his  cot  he  asked,  as  well  as 
he  could  on  account  of  the  bandage^  : 

"  Where  are  vou  from  ?" 

"From  New  York." 

' '  See  my  folks  when  you  get  home  ?"  he  asked. 

"  Certainly. "  And  the  sight  of  our  pencil  and 
memorandum-book  seemed  to  cheer  him. 

"  My  name  is  Cobb— C  o  double  b,  Cobb.  My 
place  of  business  is  in  Fulton  Market,  Tell  my 
folks  I'm  doing  first-rate ;  got  a  little  knock 
here"  (putting  his  hand  to  his  face),  "but  mean 
to  pay  the  rebs  for  it  one  of  these  days." 
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We  made  notes,  spoke  to  some  others,  and 
had  turned  to  leave,  when  he  called.  On  asking 
if  any  thing  could  be  done  for  him,  he  said : 

"Sure  to  see  my  folks ?" 

"Certainly." 

Then  came  a  mischievous  twinkle  to  his  eyes, 
and  he  said,  with  something  of  a  leer:  "Well, 
you  can  just  tell  'em  /  aint  so  fjood-loohirt  as 
I  was  when  1  left  home  /" 

We  left,  liquored,  and  laughed.  As  a  specta- 
cle to  be  looked  at  he  was  not  a  success. 


A  Pennsylvania  correspondent  mentions  the 
case  of  a  Universalist  minister,  who,  traveling 
in  that  State  a  few  years  ago,  arrived  late  at 
night  at  a  public  house,  and  asked  permission  to 
remain  overnight.  The  landlady,  aware  of  his 
religious  views,  refused.  A  year  or  two  after- 
ward he  called  at  the  same  house,  again  asked 
to  stay,  and  again  received  a  refusal.  He  re- 
marked that  since  his  previous  visit  he  had  ex- 
perienced some  change  of  views  in  relation  to 
the  salvation  of  all  men.  He  now  believed 
there  would  be  144,000  lost.  This  appeared  to 
molify  the  theological  ideas  of  the  old  lady,  who 
assented  to  his  remaining;  "for,"  said,  she, 
"  that  many  lost  is  better  than  Jione/' 


It  is  well  known  that  the  Rinderpest,  from 
which  our  farmers  have  been  suffering  for  a 
few  years  past,  is  not  altogether  a  new  dis- 
order. The  following  is  a  literal  copy  of  a 
psalm  composed  by  a  parish  clerk,  and  sung  and 
chorused  by  a  whole  congregation  of  a  village 
church  in  Yorkshire,  in  1784,  during  the  cattle 
distemper : 

"No  Christian  bull,  nor  cow,  they  say, 

But  takes  it  out  of  hand ; 
And  we  shall  have  no  cows  at  all, 

I  doubt,  withiu  this  laud. 
The  doctors,  though  they  all  have  spoke 

Like  learued  gentlemeu, 
Aud  told  us  how  the  entrails  look 

Of  cattle  dead  and  green — 
Yet  they  do  uothiug  do  at  all 

With  all  their  learning  store; 
So,  heaven  drive  out  this  plague  away, 

And  vex  us  not  no  more." 

The  piece  was  so  well  received  that  after  the 
service  it  was  desired  again  by  all  the  congrega- 
tion, except  five  farmers,  who  wept,  and  de- 
clared that  "the  lines  were  too  moving." 


A  GENTLEMAN  in  Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  men- 
tions to  the  Drawer  the  fact  that  Dr.  D  ,  long 

connected,  with  the  Freedmen's  Bureau  there, 
during  a  conversation  with  his  friend  J  ,  re- 
marked, "I  say,  J  ,  Where's  that  jolly  John 

Ogilvie  we  used  to  know  years  ago  ?  I  want  to 
write  to  him. "  "The  poor  fellow  is  dead.  Doc- 
tor ;  killed  at  Chattanooga. "  ' '  Dead !  you  don't 
say  so ! — then  of  course  no  letter  can  reach  him 

"  1  don't  know,"  replied  J  ,  "perhaps  a  dead 

letter  might!" 

This  is  entirely  at  Mr.  Creswell's  service. 


A  Saugerties  correspondent  gives  a  Mile- 
sian's diagnosis  of  a  new  disease  that  has  re- 
cently made  itself  apparent  in  that  town :  An 
Irishman,  employed  in  the  iron-works  of  that 
town,  was  advised  by  his  physician  to  leave  the 
works,  where  the  labor  was  severe,  on  account  of 
an  enlargement  of  tlie  heart.  This  he  accord- 
ingly did,  and  set  up  a  small  grocery,  which  was 
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well  patronized  by  his  friends.  Among  them 
was  one  who  on  an  afternoon  dropped  in  and 
called,  for  half  a  pound  of  tobacco.  Now  Pat 
was  not  in  the  habit  of  giving  down  Aveight,  and 
consequently  rather  slighted  Tim's  side  of  the 
scale,  so  he  added  j)inch  by  pinch  until  the  scale 
barely  turned.  Tim,  looking  up  innocently, 
asked:  "Pat,  what  was  it  the  doctor  said  was 
ailin'ye?"  "Inlaargemintivthehaart."  "Well 
then,"  replied  Tim,  "it's  time  ye  were  changin' 
yer  doctor ;  he  don't  imdersthand  yer  disaase ; 
I  think  ifs  gettin'  smaller  moigJity  fast,  and  it's 
in  great  danger  ye  are .'" 


None  but  locomotive  engineers  are  permitted 
perusal  of  this : 

When  I  was  teaching  in    Seminary  I 

boarded  with  an  old  lady,  who  had  an  opinion 
on  every  subject  and  expressed  it.  One  night  a 
train  ran  off  the  track  near  by,  and  in  conse- 
quence there  was  a  deal  of  whistling.  Next 
morning  the  old  lady  inquired  if  we  had  heard 
the  disturbance. 

"No;  my  wife  thought  something  was  the 
matter,  but  I  heard  nothing." 

"  Well,"  said  she,  "I  dare  presume  there  has 
been  an  accident,  for  the  cars  have  been  whis- 
tling 'most  all  night.  They  whistled  and  whis- 
tled, I  dare  presume,  a  half  an  hour  at  a  time. 
I  didn't  think  it  possible  for  a  man  to  hold  his 
breath  so  long !" 

"Why,  mother,"  interrupted  her  daughter, 
"it's  a  steam-whistle." 

"La!"  said  the  old  lady,  "I  always  thought 
it  was  the  engineer  that  whistled !" 


The  readiness  at  repartee  of  Judge  Barnard, 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  is  proverbial.  At  the  De- 
cember term  one  of  the  counsel  in  an  important 
case  rose  to  make  a  motion  in  favor  of  his  client, 
and  thus  commenced : 

"  Your  Honor,  give  the  devil  his  due." 

The  Judge  instantly  replied  :  "Motion  grant- 
ed." And  the  bar  and  the  audience  joined  hearti- 
ly in  cachination  over  the  Judge's  witty  response. 

A  precocious  but  modest  little  lady  of  two 
summers  was  shown  some  pictures,  including  one 
of  The  Greek  Slave. 

"Mamma,"  inquired  she,  "is  it  a  boy?" 

"  Well,  you  may  call  it  a  boy,"  was  the  reply. 

After  another  look  at  the  nude  figure,  the 
young  critic  gravely  said  :  ' '  Boy,  you  go  and  get 
on  your  drawers  as  quick  as  you  can." 


Has  not  the  reader,  in  his  intercourse  with 
people,  sometimes  met  with  the  counterpart  of 
the  sorry  creature  pictured  below,  by  Addison  ? 

"  Sombrinus  is  one  of  these  sons  of  sorrov/. 
He  thinks  himself  obliged  in  duty  to  be  sad  and 
disconsolate.  He  looks  on  a  sudden  fit  of  laugh- 
ter as  a  breach  of  his  baptismal  vow.  An  inno- 
cent jest  startles  him  like  a  blasphemy.  Tell 
him  of  one  who  is  advanced  to  a  title  of  honor, 
he  lifts  up  his  hands  and  eyes  ;  describe  a  public 
ceremony,  he  shakes  his  head  ;  show  him  a  gay 
equipage,  he  blesses  himself.  AH  the  little  orna- 
ments of  life  are  pomps  and  vanities.  Mirth  is 
wanton,  and  wit  profane.  He  is  scandalized  at 
youth  for  being  lively,  and  at  childhood  for  be- 
ing playful.  He  sits  at  a  christening  or  at  a 
marriage  feast  as  at  a  funeral,  sighs  at  the  con- 
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elusion  of  a  merry  story,  and  grows  devout  when 
the  rest  of  the  company  grow  pleasant.  After 
all,  Sombriniis  is  a  religious  man,  and  would 
have  behaved  himself  very  properly  had  he  lived 
when  Christianity  was  under  a  general  persecu- 
tion." 


The  clergy  of  most  of  our  large  towns  are  wont 
to  meet  on  Monday  morning,  sometimes  for  pray- 
er or  consultation,  and  sometimes  for  unbending 
from  the  strain  of  the  Sabbath.  In  these  gather- 
higs  some  good  things  often  are  got  off.  It  was 
so  at  a  meeting  of  the  Methodist  ministers  of 
Providence,  Rhode  Island,  not  long  since,  at 
which,  among  others,  were  present  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Conant,  agent  of  the  State  Temperance  Society, 
and  another  who  is  noted  as  a  popular  lecturer 
as  well  as  preacher.  It  so  happened  that  one  of 
the  pastors  inquired  if  free  tickets  to  the  course 
of  lectures  in  the  city  were  given  to  the  minis- 
ters. "No,"  responded  the  lecturer;  "minis- 
ters get  free  tickets  to  nothing  here."  "That's 
so,"  said  Brother  Conant,  "  for  I  got  a  free  ticket 
to  your  lecture  last  week !"  Great  was  the  sub- 
siding in  that  vestry  for  about  two  minutes. 


A  POPULAR  auctioneer  named  Barton,  of 
Providence,  Rhode  Island,  relishes  a  joke  as 
most  lively  men  of  that  profession  do.  A  fen- 
nights  since,  as  he  Avas  selling  a  lot  of  goods  in 
a  crowd,  among  whom  were  not  a  few  of  "the 
nnwashed,"  an  Irishman,  Mike,  came  in  with 
lighted  pipe,  and  took  a  seat  in  close  proximity 
to  him.  After  enduring  it  for  a  while,  Barton 
cried:  "Mike,  Avhat  are  you  smoking  such  a 
pipe  as  that  here  for  ?  Take  it  out  from  under 
my  nose."  Now  Barton's  nose  is  not  a  short 
one.  Mike  looked  up  and  exclaimed,  "And, 
Misther  Bar-ton,  where  will  I  be  afther  goin' 
to?  I  shall  have  to  go  out  of  this  house!" 
Barton  saw  the  point,  and  roared  with  the  rest. 
Mike  sat  still  and  smoked  on. 


During  the  winter  at  West  Point  concerts  are 
occasionally  given  by  the  fine  band  of  the  Acad- 
emy. The  band-master  sent  to  the  adjutant  a 
manuscript  of  the  pieces  to  be  performed,  that 
copies  might  be  made.  The  first  on  the  pro- 
gramme was  the  overture  "  Felsenmiihle,"  the 
English  of  which  is  "  Mill  on  the  Rock."  The 
adjutant,  a  man  of  the  Yankee  persuasion,  with 
a  certain  contempt  for  German,  translated  "Fel- 
senmiihle" into  English,  that  the  audience  might 
know  what  they  were  listening  to.  Imagine  INIr. 
Band-master's  disgust  when  the  printed  copy  of 
the  programme  commenced : 

1.— OvEETUKE.  "  The  Fenced-iu  Mule,"  from  Reissiger. 

Probably  the  adjutant  thought  that  every  one 
present,  unless  an  ass,  could  understand  that, 
even  if  unfamiliar  with  the  Gennan. 


Perhaps  Judge  Brady  or  Judge  Cardozo,  or 
some  of  their  colleagues,  can  inform  the  Drawer 
whether,  under  the  new  Judiciary  article  of  this 
State,  the  following  form  of  oath,  which  is  deemed 
"sound"  in  Caledonia,  Minnesota,  will  be  held 
good  in  New  York  : 

"  Hold  up  your  fist  I — You  do  solemnly  swear, 
in  the  presence  of  John  Dunbar  and  meself,  a 
Justice  of  the  Pace,  owning  240  acres  of  land 
within  two  miles  of  Caledonia,  that  you  will  tell 


the  truth,  and  nothin'  but  the  truth — and  there 
yes  have  it ! " 


Epitaphs,  for  the  most  part,  are  designed  for 
laudatory  and  ambitious  purposes.  It  is  not  oft- 
en that  they  manifest  such  dogged  indifference 
to  the  opinions  and  sympathies  of  the  world  as  is 
shown  by  one  Gabriel  John,  who  wrote  his  own 
epitaph,  as  follows : 
"Here  lies  the  body  of  Gabriel  John, 

Who  died  in  the  year  one  thousand  and  one ; 

Mourn  for  me,  or  let  it  alone, 

It's  all  one  to  Gabriel  John, 

Who  died  in  the  year  one  thousand  and  one." 


A  gentle:max,  favorably  known  in  high  moral 
circles  in  Philadelphia,  named  Jacob  Stone,  was 
relating  to  a  Sabbath-school  his  travels  in  the 
Holy  Land,  and  among  other  things  told  the 
scholars  of  the  ascent  of  INIount  Pisgah.  On  the 
following  Sunday  a  teacher  asked,  in  the  course 
of  the  lesson,  who  ascended  Mount  Pisgah  ?  A 
little  urchin  promptly  cried  out,  "il/oses,  JEliaSj 
and  Jacob  Stone .'" 


The  old  divines  of  Massachusetts  were  many 
of  them  wits.  The  bon-mots  of  Dr.  Mather  Byles, 
who,  by-the-way,  Avas  rather  a  punster  than  a 
wit,  have  been  often  repeated.  We  have  heard 
of  one  which  we  suspect  was  never  printed.  He 
one  day  said  to  a  friend  whose  calls  upon  him 
were  less  frequent  than  he  would  have  desired : 
"You  treat  me  as  if  I  were  a  baby."  "How 
so?"  asked  his  friend.  "Why,  you  go  by-by, 
by-by !  without  stopping  to  speak  to  me." 
-  The  wit  of  Dr.  IMorse,  of  Newburyport,  was  of 
a  different  character,  and  more  nearly  approached 
the  true  idea  of  wit.  In  the  company  of  a  num- 
ber of  clergymen.  Dr.  Morse  had  expressed  the 
opinion  that  whipping  was  beneficial  in  bringing 
up  children.  A  young  clergyman,  who  was  one 
of  the  company,  and  who  had  not  a  very  high 
reputation  for  veracity,  took  the  opposite  ground, 
affirming  that  harm  was  often  done  by  unjust 
punishment.  "  Why,"  said  he,  "the  only  time 
my  father  CA'cr  whipped  me  was  for  telling  the 
truth."  "  Well,"  retorted  the  doctor,  "  it  cured 
you  of  it,  didn't  it  ?" 

Of  old  Dr.  Gay,  of  Hingham,  a  very  good 
story  is  told :  Riding  into  Boston  one  day  over 
the  Neck,  where  the  public  gallows  stood,  a 
young  clergyman,  who  was  in  the  vehicle  with 
him,  said  :  "Dr.  Gay,  if  the  gallows  had  its  due, 
where  would  you  be?"  "Riding  into  Boston 
alone,"  was  the  reply. 

Wit  often  springs  up  spontaneously  from  a 
soil  of  so  grave  a  nature  that  its  presence  is  not 
anticipated.  A  man  who  prided  himself  upon 
being  a  Avag  once  accosted  a  plain,  serious-look- 
ing farmer  by  the  road-side,  Avho  was  fencing 
some  very  poor  land,  as  folloAvs :  "I  say,  mister, 
what  are  you  fencing  that  pasture  for  ?  It  would 
take  forty  acres  of  it  to  starve  a  middling-sized 
cow."  "Jesso,"  replied  the  yeoman,  "and  I 
am  a-fencing  of  it  to  keep  eour  cattle  eout."  But 
our  idea  is  better  illustrated,  perhaps,  by  the  fol- 
lowing incident :  A  Mr.  Very,  a  pious  old  gen- 
tleman of  Danvers,  Massachusetts,  had  on  more 
than  one  occasion  rebuked  some  of  his  young 
neighbors  for  making  hay  on  Sunday.  His  ar- 
gument Avas  that  Sunday  Avas  the  Lord's  day,  and 
1  that  it  could  not  Avith  impunity  be  employed  for 
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secular  purposes  ;  that,  in  fact,  no  business  could 
be  successfully  conducted  on  that  day.  One  Sun- 
day evening,  as  the  old  gentleman  was  returning 
from  church,  he  saw  some  of  his  young  neighbors 
in  a.  field  where  they  had  been  at  work  all  day. 
Boasting  of  what  they  called  a  good  day's  work, 
one  of  them  accosted  the  venerable  gentleman  as 
follows:  "Well,  Father  Very,  you  see  we  have 
cheated  the  Lord  out  of  one  day,  certainly. "  ' '  I 
don't  know,"  he  replied,  "  the  account  is  not  set- 
tled yety 

As  wit  is  not  a  new  thing  under  the  sun,  we 
must  gratify  our  love  for  it  by  recurring  to  the 
past  as  well  as  by  observing  the  present.  Indeed, 
it  might  surprise  us  to  know  hov/  much  of  mod- 
ern wit  is  really  old,  and  how  much  of  ancient 
wit  is  ostensibly,  new.  The  following  is  nearly 
two  hundred  years  old,  but  nothing  new  could  be 
more  fresh  and  sparkling.  When  the  famous 
fortress  of  Namur  was  taken  by  King  William 
III.,  in  1695,  Yalden  wrote  a  Pindaric  ode  on 
the  occasion,  which  he  presented  to  the  king. 
He  was  charged  with  having  stolen  portions  of 
his  ode  from  Congreve.  A  humorous  poem, 
called  the  "Oxford  Laureat,"  referred  to  the 
alleged  plagiarism  in  the  following  inimitable 
lines  : 

"His  crime  was  for  bemg  a  felon  m  verse, 
And  presenting  his  tlieft  to  the  king; 
The  first  was  a  trick  not  uncommon  or  scarce, 
But  the  last  was  au  impudent  thing. 

"Yet  what  he  had  stolen  was  so  little  worth  stealing, 
They  forgave  him  the  damage  and  cost ; 
Had  he  ta'en  the  whole  ode,  as  he  took  it  piece- 
mealing, 

They  had  fined  him  but  ten-pence  at  most." 

Th\t  was  not  a  bad  hit  of  a  gentleman  going 
out  of  town  in  the  cars,  who  said  to  his  friend,  a 
comparatively  young  man,  just  retired  from  busi- 
ness :  ' '  Ah !  when  people  tire  of  business  in  town, 
they  go  to  retire  in  the  country." 

Good,  also,  in  its  way,  is  this :  Some  one  at 
a  party,  abusing  Mohammedanism  in  a  common- 
place manner,  said,  "Its  heaven  is  quite  ma- 
terial." He  was  met  with  the  quiet  remark, 
"  So  is  the  Christian's  hell ;"  to  which  there  was 
no  reply. 

At  one  time,  .when  it  was  a  moot  point  which 
should  become  the  greater  city,  St.  Paul  or  St. 
Louis,  an  astute  speaker  expressed  the  convic- 
tion that,  "  to  destroy  the  prosperity  of  the  latter 
place,  the  people  of  Minnesota  had  only  to  change 
their  drinks 


Elder  Knapp  is  not  averse  to  having  it  un- 
derstood that  he  may  be  regarded  as  a  sort  of 
consulting  physician  for  sick  souls  when  the 
original  family  doctor  finds  that  his  pharmacy 
has  lost  its  efficacy.  In  one  of  his  recent  raids 
on  the  arch-enemy  of  souls  he  selected,  as  being 
especially  lit  subjects  for  animadversion,  the  pro- 
fane swearers ;  and  this  is  the  way  in  which  he 
"went"  for  them: 

"I  will  give  you,  my  dear  friends,  a  picture 
from  a  scene  in  hell.  The  devil  is  sitting  in  his  pri- 
vate office,  receiving  the  souls  as  they  are  brought 
to  him  from  the  upper  world.  In  comes  an  infer- 
nal jailer,  conducting  a  soul  to  everlasting  flames. 
*  Who  are  you  ?'  asks  the  devil,  as  the  culprit  was 
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brought  to  where  he  was  sitting.  '  Secretaiy 
Benjamin,  of  the  Confederate  Cabinet,'  was  the 
reply.  '  Oh  yes,  I  knew  you  were  coming, '  said 
the  devil,  as  he  turned  the  leaves  of  his  ledger 
and  made  an  entry  of  the  secretary's  name.  '  I 
always  show  consideration  to  those  that  have 
showed  it  to  me.  I've  got  to  take  you  in,  but  I'll 
try  and  make  you  as  comfortable  as  possible.' 
To  the  attendant :  '  Show  IMr.  Benjamin  to  a 
place  as  near  as  you  can  get  him  to  a  current  of 
air. '  The  next  arrival  was  a  man  who  had  killed 
his  mother-in-law.  He  was  hung  in  Cincinnati. 
'Take  him  away,'  said  the  devil,  '  but  treat  him 
kindly.  The  chances  are  two  to  one  that  he  isn't 
much  to  blame.  I  remember  his  case.  His  mo- 
ther-in-law came  here  three  weeks  ago.  She 
looked  as  though  she  wanted  killing.  She's  over 
in  No.  G3.  Put  him  there,  and  set  the  old  wo- 
man in  front  of  the  furnace.  No.  G3  is  too  cool 
for  her.'  Pretty  soon  another  victim  arrives. 
'  What  has  brought  you  here  ?'  asks  the  devil. 
'  My  case  is  a  hard  one, '  was  the  reply.  '  I  am 
here  just  because  I  swore.'  '  Because  you  swore?' 
asked  the  devil,  rising  angrily  from  his  chair. 
'  Yes,  that's  all  the  sin  I  ever  did.'  '  All  the  sin  ?' 
re-echoed  the  devil — 'o//  the  sin?  Why,  you 
mean,  despicable,  contemptible,  low-lived  vaga- 
bond,' said  the  devil,  as  he  brought  his  fist  down 
on  the  table,  'there  isn't  a  corner  here  that's 
hot  enough  for  you.  Of  all  the  sixty  thousand 
preachers  that  spend  their  Sundays  in  black- 
guarding me,  not  one  of  them  ever  yet  accused 
me  of  swearing.  Blasphemed  your  Maker,  did 
you  ?  Profiined  the  holy  name  of  your  Saviour, 
that  forgave  his  enemies  upon  the  cross,  and  died 
to  have  saved  you  from  here  ?  You  did  this,  did 
you?'  The  trembling  culprit  made  no  reply. 
'  Why, '  continued  the  devil,  whose  voice  arose  as 
his  wrath  intensified — '  why,  there's  no  excuse  for 
you,  A  man  by  an  unlucky  blow  may  kill  an- 
other one.  In  pressing  temptation  a  man  may 
steal ;  he  may  lie  to  save  his  neck  or  to  cheat  his 
neighbor.  There's  some  excuse  for  him.  The 
profane  swearer  has  no  excuse !  Attendant,  take 
this  accursed  scoundrel  out  of  my  sight.  Put 
him  up  to  his  neck  where  the  coals  are  the  hot- 
test, and  then  put  somebody  to  sit  on  his  accursed 
head.' " 


About  a  fortnight  since,  writes  a  Philadelphia 
correspondent,  I  stopped  with  a  friend  at  the 
Park  Place  Hotel,  St.  Paul,  which  was  then 
crowded  with  members  of  the  Legislature.  Aft- 
er securing  a  room,  wanting  some  towels,  we  rang 
for  a  servant.  The  bell  was  answered  by  the 
watchman,  to  whom  we  communicated  our 
wants  ;  but,  as  they  were  not  exactly  in  his  line, 
he  went  away  and  sent  a  colored  boy,  who 
knocked  at  the  door  and  popped  in  his  head. 
' '  All  right,"  said  I ;  "  bring  them  in. "  ' '  Yes, 
Sah,"  replied  woolly-head,  with  a  bob.  "  Well, 
why  don't  you  fetch  them  along  ? — bring  two  of 
them."  "Yes,  Sah.  Which  is  it,  Sah — brandy 
or  ichish/,  Sah  ?"  And  that  is  the  way  they  an- 
swer calls  for  towels  in  St.  Paul ! 


"In  this  connection,"  as  the  Elder  might  say, 
we  may  quote  a  very  ancient,  though  not  gen- 
erally remembered,  anecdote  of  an  elector  of 
Cologne  (who  was  likewise  an  archbishop).  On 
one  occasion  this  elector,  swearing  profanely, 
asked  a  peasant,  who  seemed  to  wonder,  what  he 


792 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


was  surprised  at.  "To  hear  an  archbishop 
swear,"  answered  the  peasant.  "I  swear,"  re- 
plied the  elector,  "not  as  an  archbishop,  but  as 
a  prince."  "But,  my  lord,"  said  the  peasant, 
' '  when  the  prince  goes  to  the  devil,  what  will  be- 
come of  the  archbishop  ?" 


Who  shall  say  that  the  wit  and  beauty  of  the 
country  is  not  largely  to  be  encountered  in  Wash- 
ington during  the  sessions  of  Congress?  In- 
stance :  Two  or  three  winters  since  the  pretty 
face  and  stylish  figure  of  a  young  lady  named 
Brown,  from  New  Hampshire,  were  to  be  seen 
at  most  of  the  receptions  which  form  so  import- 
ant an  item  in  Washington  society.  Reports  of 
the  wealth  of  the  young  lady's  papa  served  not  to 
lessen  the  interest  felt  in  her  by  the  young  men 
who  much  abound  at  such  places.  Silent,  she 
was  a  power ;  but  when  she  opened  her  mouth, 
Avliich  was  seldom — alas  I  At  a  large  reception, 
the  first  she  attended,  among  other  celebrities, 
the  jMexican  Minister  was  pointed  out  to  her. 
"Ah!"  was  her  response,  in  pure  innocence  of 
soul,  where  does  he  preach?''  A  few  days  aft- 
erward, while  walking  out  with  an  intimate  lady 
friend,  who  had  been  made  aware  of  the  terrible 
faux  pas  alluded  to,  her  attention  was  directed 
to  a  fine  mansion,  which  she  was  informed  was 
the  residence  of  the  French  Minister.  "  Why,'', 
said  she,  "I  didn't  know  there  was  a  French 
church  in  Washington !" 

And  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of— Washington  I 


Down  in  Maine  the  intercourse  between  judges 
and  witnesses  seems,  now  and  then,  to  be  of  that 
pleasant,  colloquial  sort  that  might  be  emulated 

Avith  advantage  elsewhere.    Judge  T  ,  for 

example,  who  held  the  January  term  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  at  Saco,  besides  being  learned  in 
matters  legal,  is  also  an  excellent  judge  of  horse- 
flesh. A  year  ago,  when  a  horse  case  was  on 
ti  ial,  one  of  the  parties,  who  was  also  a  witness, 
Grace  by  name  {Incus  a  non  lucendo),  not  being 
so  clear  in  his  testimony  as  the  Judge  thought 
desirable,  was  asked  by  him  to  describe  the  ani- 
mal more  minutely.  "Why,  Judge,  all  you 
Saco  fellers  know  that  air  boss.  'Twas  the  Bill 
Littlefield  boss  that  Al  Hodgkins  used  to  drive !" 
was  the  "minute,"  clear,  and  ready  reply,  in  a 
patronizing  tone.  The  "  Saco  feller"  on  the 
bench  smiled  quietly;  the  rest  of  the  "fellers" 
smiled  audibly,  till  the  Sheriff  *"  feller"  called 
"  order  in  court." 


There  are  certain  vague  notions  of  the  propri- 
eties as  to  church  music  that  have  occurred  to  the 
mind  of  the  editor  of  an  Episcopal  journal  that 
he  thus  puts  into  print.  It  seems  that  at  Chey- 
enne, lately,  a  missionary  preached  on  a  dry- 
goods  box,  and  his  choir  sat  in  a  buggy.  The 
horse  got  frightened  and  ran  away  with  the  choir ; 
whereupon  our  Episcopal  brother  sagely  asks, 
"Could  not  that  horse  be  brought  East?  It 
would  command  a  large  price. " 


"Ye  opulent  American  and  hys  w^fe,  who  goe 
about  ye  olde  worlde  disportinge  themselves  and 
enjoying  pleasyure,"  become  a  trifle  absurd  when 
attempting  to  soar  into  the  world  of  art,  as  was 
recently  the  case  with  a  much  real-estated  lady, 
who,  on  being  escorted  on  board  the  steamer  by 
a  cultivated  acquaintance,  was  asked  what  partic- 


ular purpose  she  had  in  view  by  her  trip  abroad, 
and  replied,  "  Oh,  I  don't  care  much  about  Eu- 
rope on  my  own  account.  The  main  thing  is 
to  have  the  portraits  of  these  three  girls — 9,  1 1 , 
and  13 — painted  by  the  old  masters.  I've  heard 
so  much  about  their  picters  that  I  want  to  see 
what  they  can  do  for  my  daughters,  and  if  they 
are  really  what  they're  cracked  up  to  be !" 

Last  year  the  National  Government  purchased 
a  beautiful  tract  of  land  adjoining  the  Naval 
Academy  at  Annapolis,  a  portion  of  which  was 
inclosed  and  laid  out  for  a  cemetery.  Admiral 
Porter,  then  in  command,  displayed  his  accus- 
tomed energy  and  good  taste  in  embellishing  the 
spot  designed  as  the  last  resting-place  of  those 
of  the  naval  service  who  might  die  at  that  station. 
When  the  cemetery  was  completed,  the  remains 
of  about  a  dozen  sailors  and  marines,  and  of  two 
oflicers,  were  removed  from  the  city  grave-yard 
and  reinterred  in  the  new  ground.  On  one  oc- 
casion, as  the  Admiral  was  passing  through  tlie 
cemetery,  he  encountered  one  of  the  men  who 
had  been  employed  by  him  in  laying  out  the 
grounds.  He  expressed  to  him  his  satisfaction 
with  the  work  already  done,  and  proceeded  to 
give  some  directions  for  its  further  embelHsh- 
ment — a  few  evergreens  here  and  there,  etc. 
"Yes,  Sir,"  replied  the  man,  "that  will  add 
much  to  its  beauty ;  but,  Admiral,  the  greatest 
improvement  would  be  the  addition  of  a  feio  more 
corpses.'' 


A  DisTixGUiSHED  officer  of  the  army,  from 
whom  the  Drawer  hopes  to  hear  again,  furnishes 
the  conclusion  to  a  prayer  by  the  chaj)lain  of  an 
Ohio  regiment  in  the  Mexican  war,  which,  after 
summing  the  causes  and  objects  of  the  war,  and 
shoM'ing  that  it  was  no  war  of  conquest,  but  an- 
nexation oidy,  referred  the  Lord  to  Polk's  Mes- 
sage on  that  subject. 


And  now  a  little  anent  the  juveniles  : 
A  little  girl  who  had  been  favored  with  glimpses 
of  the  upper  sky,  having  been  told  by  her  mother 
that  she  was  always  surrounded  by  guardian  an- 
gels, grew  very  thoughtful,  and,  after  drawing  a 
long  breath,  looked  up  and  said,  "Mamma,  do 
you  mean  really  that  all  the  ivhole  time  they  are 
with  me?"  On  being  answered  yes,  she  ex- 
claimed, with  an  impatient  fling,-  "Well,  really, 
I  should  like  to  be  alone  a  little  Avliile  sometimes." 


Another  little  woman,  being  asked  by  her 
Sunday-school  teacher,  "  What  did  the  Israehtes 
do  after  passing  through  the  Red  Sea?"  answered, 
"I  don't  know,  ma'am,  but  I  guess  they  dried 
themselves. "    Why  not  ? 


"  What  have  you  done  with  your  doll.  Amy  ?" 

"Lock  it  up,  papa;  doin'  to  teep  it  for  my 
itty  dirl  when  I  get  big,  jess  like  mamma." 

"  Ah,  but  if  you  shouldn't  have  any  little  girl?" 

"Never  mind,  papa;  then  I'll  give  it  to  my 
g^anchile  /" 


A  Connecticut  boy  insisted  on  knowing  what 
was  meant  by  the  slang  phrase  "  a  gone  sucker ;" 
and  was  overheard  praying  soon  after,  on  being 
sent  off  to  bed,  "God  bless  papa  and  mamma 
and  baby ;  but  I'se  been  such  a  boy,  I  rather 
guess  I'm  a  gone  sucker  /" 
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OUB  BARBARIAN  BRETHREN. 


THE  NORTH  AMElilOAN  INDIAN. 


WHAT  is  a  Barbarian  ?    What  is  a  Civil- 
ized Man? 

These  questions  perplex  the  philosopher  and 
the  Christian  philanthropist.  Great  facts  in 
human  history  deny  the  usual  definition  of  the 
terms  ;  and  very  often  Barbarism  and  Civiliza- 
tion, so  called,  are  revealed  in  contradictory  re- 
lations as  alternate  dwellers  in  the  same  place 
and  with  aspects  identical.  Sometimes  the  Bar- 
barian seems  to  be  the  Civilized  Man.  Some- 
times the  Civilized  Man  seems  to  be  the  Barba- 
rian. So  the  chronicles  of  nations  tell  us. 
The  chronicles  of  our  republic  afford  notable 
examples  of  the  fact,  which  give  pith  and  perti- 
nence to  the  question  sometimes  seriously  asked, 
"Is  civilization  a  good  or  an  evil?" 

"I  love  to  think  that  Justice  can  do  no 
wrong,"  once  wrote  the  good  Count  De  Gaspa- 
rin.  Justice,  the  soul  of  the  Golden  Rule  in 
Christian  morals,  is  the  essential  condition  and 
solid  substance  of  a  true  civilization,  which  Gui- 
zot  has  defined  as  "  both  a  state  of  physical 
well-being  and  a  state  of  superior  intellectual 


and  moral  culture."  The  absence  of  justice 
fairly  implies  barbarism — savageism.  Tried  by 
this  standard,  how  appears  the  civilization  of 
the  elder  world  in  its  contact,  during  the  last 
nearly  four  hundred  years,  with  the  barbarism 
of  the  younger  world  ?    Let  us  see. 

When  this  continent  was  discovered  by  Eu- 
ropeans it  was  inhabited  mostly  by  a  copper- 
colored  people,  from  the  borders  of  the  Arctic 
Ocean  to  the  most  southerh'  cape  of  Patagonia. 
At  and  toward  each  colder  extremity  of  the 
longitudes  the  inhabitants  were  wild  and  un- 
cultivated, and  so  they  were  in  harmony  with 
the  rugged  aspects  of  nature.  In  the  more 
central  regions  they  were  tame  and  more  re- 
fined. From  the  head  waters  of  La  Plata  to 
the  thirty-sixth  degree  of  north  latitude,  many 
of  the  useful  arts  flourished.  Science  was  not 
a  stranger.  Society  had  prescriptive  laws.  Ag- 
riculture brought  food  from  the'earth  in  abund- 
ance. Historical  knowledge  in  the  form  of  tra- 
ditions was  carefully  cultivated,  and  pictograph- 
ic  literature  was  reduced  to  a  system. 

In  Peru  and  Mexico,  where  population  was 
more  profuse,  there  was  a  civilization  as  ad- 
vanced as  that  of  Rome  at  the  fall  of  the  Tar- 
quins,  or  of  Egypt  in  the  time  of  the  shepherd 
kings.  They  who  founded  the  City  of  Mexico 
more  than  five  hundred  years  ago  Avere  as  en- 
lightened as  were  the  inhabitants  of  the  Brit- 
ish Islands  at  the  time  of  the  Saxon  invasion. 
And  when  the  civilized  ruffian  from  Spain  sent 
word  to  the  barbarian  Emperor  of  the  Aztecs 
that  he  and  his  comj)anions  had  "  a  complaint, 
a  disease  of  the  heart  that  only  gold  could 
cure,"  and  that  they  were  coming  for  the  rem- 
edy, the  doomed  people  had  a  code  of  laws, 
Prescott  says,  "  which  evinces  a  profound  re- 
spect for  the  great  princi])les  of  morality,  and 
as  clear  a  perception  of  those  principles  as  is  to 
be  found  in  the  most  cultivated  nation." 

It  was  Montezuma,  the  Barbarian,  who  exe- 
cuted these  laws.  It  was  Corte'z,  the  Civilized 
Man,  who,  in  his  hunger  and  thirst  for  gold, 
plundered  that  emperor's  treasury,  destroyed 
the  liberties  of  his  people,  put  the  monarch  in 
chains  for  no  offense  but  patriotism,  broiled 
his  successor  on  a  gridiron,  and  attempted  to 
convert  his  two  million  subjects  to  Christian- 
ity by  the  persuasions  of  gunpowder,  glittering 
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pikes,  and  torture.  The  Civilized  Man  put  out 
the  Barbarian  light  that  was  burning  so  bright- 
ly. Had  justice  ruled  the  conqueror,  that  light 
might  have  become,  through  a  more  advanced 
civilization  then  promised,  the  pilot-star  for  the 
wise  men  of  the  darker  North  to  the  Babe  of 
Bethlehem,  for  the  Aztecs  were  allied  to  the 
tribes  of  the  temperate  zone  by  many  ties,  and 
were  rapidly  pushing  their  empire  toward  the 
frigid  regions  by  conquest.  But  they  were 
beaten  into  the  dust  of  debasement  by  blows 
impelled  by  the  avarice  and  bigotry  of  the  Civ- 
ilized Man  ;  and  nothing  remains  to  attest  their 
superiority  to  the  successors  of  the  mound-build- 
ers of  the  higher  latitudes  but  the  magnificent 
ruins  of  their  cities  and  temples,  and  their  co- 
lossal statuary,  which  have  survived  the  fury 
of  Spanish  iconoclasts  and  the  tooth  of  decay. 

Wiience  came  the  inhabitants  of  the  darker 
regions  of  the  North,  now  the  domain  of  our 

*  This  is  a  copy  of  a  symbolical  petition  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  which  the  heads 
of  several  families  joined.  They 
were  Chippewas,  living  on  the  bor- 
ders of  Lake  Superior,  and  petition- 
ed the  President  on  the  subject  of 
some  small  lakes.  The  head  of  the 
party  of  petitioners  (1)  was  a  chief 
of  the  Crane  clan  or  tribe,  having 
for  its  totem  the  rude  picture  of  a 
crane.  The  three  immediately  fol- 
lowing him  (2,  3,  4)  are  of  the  Mar- 
ten tribe.  The  next  (5)  is  of  the  Bear 
tribe.  He  is  followed  by  a  chief  of 
the  Man-fish  tribe,  represented  by 
the  strange  figure  in  No.  6.  The 
merman  is  a  frequent  object  among 
the  symbols  of  tribes  living  near  the 
great  lakes,  and  is  the  counterpart 
of  the  mermaid  believed  in  by  West- 
ern Europeans  for  centuries.  The 
last  of  the  petitioners  (7)  is  a  chief 
of  the  Cat-fish  tribe.  The  totems 
of  all  of  these  appear  in  the  draw- 
ing, which  was  made  by  an  Indian. 
The  lines  drawn  from  the  eye  of 
the  Crane,  the  leader  of  the  party, 
to  the  eyes  of  all  the  other  totemic 
symbols  denote  that  they  all  see 
alike  in  the  matter;  and  the  lines  drawn  from  the 
heart  of  the  Crane  denote  that  the  petitioners  all  feel 
alike.  No.  9  is  a  stream  running  into  Lake  Superior. 
No.  8  are  the  little  lakes,  the  subject  of  the  petition. 


republic,  is  an  open  question.  It  has  never 
been  answered  by  a  satisfying  fact,  and  prob- 
ably never  will  be.  Nearly  all  investigators 
have  traveled  from  the  same  starting-point. 
xVssuming  the  unity  of  the  human  race  to  be  a 
ftict,  according  to  popular  bibHcal  interpreta- 
tion, and  considering  the  garden  of  delight 
spoken  of  in  Holy  Writ  as  the  old  homestead 
of  the  whole  human  family,  students,  reversing 
the  better  order  of  logic,  have  been  busy  with 
guesses  and  in  a  hunt  for  plausible  hypotheses 
for  more  than  three  centuries.  And  often  fan- 
ciful and  foolish  have  been  these  hypotheses. 
Rejecting  as  heterodox  the  idea  of  Lord 
Kames  and  others,  that  the  old  Americans 
may  have  been  an  indigenous  race  of  men,  and 
regarding  the  most  beautiful  creature  of  earth, 
who  first  breathed  in  Eden,  as  the  mother  of 
us  all — Barbarian  and  Civilized  Man — scholars 
have  earnestly  sought  for  coincidences  of  lan- 
guage, traditions,  customs,  and  crania,  for  proof 
that  the  first  dull-red  people  of  this  continent 
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were  tawny  immigrants  from  Asia.  They  have 
cited  some  mystic  poetry  of  the  half-fabulous 
bards,  or  the  dark,  oracular  sayings  of  the 
priests  and  seers  and  philosophers  of  ancient 
days,  to  show  that  our  continent  was  undoubt- 
edly known  to  the  early  navigators  of  the  Med- 
iterranean Sea,  and  was  naturally  peopled  by 
them  or  their  countrymen.  They  have  cited, 
in  proof,  passages  from  Hesiod  and  Homer. 
They  have  pointed  to  the  narratives  of  Hanno, 
the  Carthaginian  explorer  of  the  seas.  They 
have  argued  nervously  from  dialogues  of  Theo- 
pompus,  and  sentences  from  the  stories  of  Dio- 
dorus  Siculus,  Plato,  and  Aristotle.    They  have 


strained  common-sense  to  its  utmost  tension  in 
the  arrangement  of  fancied  evidences  that  the 
aborigines  of  America  were  descendants  of  the 
Phoenicians,  or  of  the  Chinese  or  Japanese  fam- 
ily of  Mongolians,  or  of  the  Egyptians,  or  the 
Hindoos ;  and  writers  like  Grotius,  Thorpw- 
good,  Adair,  Boudinot,  and  others,  have  ar- 
gued, without  showing  a  single  premise  of  solid 
fact,  that  the  fathers  of  our  barbarian  brethren 
were  the  men  of  the  "  lost  tribes  of  Israel,"  who 
"  took  counsel  to  go  forth  into  a  further  coun- 
try, where  never  mankind  dwelt."  Cotton 
Mather — sturdy  Parson  Mather — who  believed 
in  witches,  and  seemed  to  have  an  intimate  ac- 
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qnaintance  with  Lucifer,  guessed  as  forcibly, 
sayiug,  "And  though  we  know  not  when  ox  lioic 
the  Indians  first  became  inhabitants  of  this 
mighty  continent,  yet  we  may  guess  that  prob- 
ably the  Devil  [whom  he  called  the  "  old  usurp- 
ing landlord  of  America"]  decoyed  these  miser- 
able salvages  hither,  in  hopes  that  the  gospel  of 
The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  would  never  come  here 
to  destroy  or  disturb  his  absolute  empire  over 
them."  Might  not  mere  theorists  find  a  good 
example  in  Mather,  who,  when  satisfied  that  the 
delusion  of  witchcraft  had  made  a  fool  of  him,  de- 
clared that  the  subject  was  "too  dark  and  deep 
for  ordinary  comprehension,"  and  referred  its 
decision  "  to  the  Day  of  Judgment  ?"  ii 

Mather's  idea  that  the  red  race  is  morally 
devilish,  and  not  fairly  human,  except  in  shape, 
seems  to  have  been  a  prevailing  one  with  the 
civilized  man,  especially  of  the  type  of  the  bel- 
ligerent settler,  and  the  selfish  trader,  contract- 
or, and  other  promoters  of  frontier  wars,  ever 
since  his  first  contact  with  that  race.  He  ac- 
cepts the  theory  as  the  most  agreeable  and 
profitable  solution  of  the  question  of  the  origin 
of  our  barbarian  brethren ;  for  it  gives  license 
to  the  free  action  of  the  mailed  hand,  whose 
warrant  for  its  violence  and  wrong  is  the  doc- 
trine of  the  oppressor  in  every  form,  that  Might 


makes  Right.  It  gives 
countenance  to  the  opin- 
ion of  an  eminent  British 
author — an  opinion  that 
seems  to  be  largely  prev- 
alent in  the  pulpit,  in  leg- 
islative halls,  and  around 
the  chairs  of  state,  in  our 
country  —  that  they  are 
"  animals  of  an  inferior 
order,  incapable  of  ac- 
quiring religious  knowl- 
edge, or  of  being  trained 
to  the  functions  of  civil 
life."  It  justifies  the  as- 
sertion that  the  Indian's 
way  of  life  "  surely  af- 
fords proof  that  he  is  not 
destined  by  Providence 
permanently  to  exist." 
As  all  the  civilized  na- 
tions were  once  more  or 
less  barbarous,  and  some 
of  them  savage,  may  we 
not  reasonably  conclude 
that,  if  the  red  members 
of  our  common  house- 
hold had  been  treated 
by  their  conquerors  and 
holders  of  power  over 
them  as  Men  and  as 
brethren,  and  not  as 
creatures  void  of  reason, 
and  without  the  pale  of 
international  rights,  and 
been  tauglit  righteous- 
ness by  perpetual  exam- 
ple, they  might  have  ac- 
quired as  clear  a  charter  for  permanent  exist- 
ence as  other  children  of  the  All-Father? 

A  monarch  or  statesman  of  England  of  the 
most  civilized  type  may  be  a  descendant  of  a 
pale  savage  Briton  who  followed  the  war-char- 
iot of  Queen  Boadicea.  Might  not  a  red  sav- 
age of  the  Black  Hills,  or  a  Cheyenne  or  Apache 
of  the  Plains,  become,  by  a  proper  treatment  of 
his  race,  the  progenitor  of  Presidents  and  states- 
men ?  Civilization  is  a  thing  of  growth,  with  its 
roots  in  barbarism,  and  is  as  much  the  rightful 
inheritance  of  the  savage  as  of  the  saint.  The 
survival  of  savage  thought  in  modern  civiliza- 
tion, attesting  that  growth  and  connection,  is 
every  where  seen  in  social  and  religious  life. 
The  ecclesiologist  of  our  day,  in  placing  the 
chancel  and  communion-table  in  the  eastern 
part  of  Christian  churches,  is  simply  following 
the  directions  of  the  Roman  Vitruvius  for  the 
adjustment  of  the  temples  of  the  gods,  so  that 
worshipers  in  the  act  of  devotion  might  have 
their  faces  toward  the  rising  sun,  the  universal 
symbol  of  the  Creator  in  the  minds  of  the  pa- 
gan world.  It  is  a  perpetuation  in  our  Chris- 
tian churches  of  the  posture  of  sun-worshipers, 
whether  in  the  Orient,  or  in  Peru,  or  among  the 
old  savages  of  the  cotton-producing  regions  of 
our  republic,  who  otFered  a  deer,  and  even  their 
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first-born,  as  a  sacrifice  to  the 
Great  Luminary  at  its  rising. 
Considering  tliis,  may  we  not  fair- 
ly believe  that  the  uncultivated 
American  of  our  wilderness  has 
the  inherent  elements  of  modern 
civilization  in  as  great  a  degree 
as  did  the  once  iincultivated  Cau- 
casian of  the  dark  forests  of  Eu- 
rope which  overspread  the  conti- 
nent from  the  Carpathian  Motmt- 
ains  to  the  Atlantic  Sea,  out  of 
whose  solitudes  arose  the  splen- 
did empires  of  Etruria  and  Rome, 
and  their  successors,  the  enlight- 
ened kingdoms  of  to-day  ?  Might 
not  Acuera,  Massasoit,  Pometa- 
com,  Tomochichi,  Uncas,  Tam- 
many, Powhatan,  Pontiac,  or  Sa- 
goyawatha  (Red  Jacket),  with  op- 
portunities similar  to  those  of  the 
earlier  barbarians  who  were  found- 
ers of  European  nations  and  dy- 
nasties, have  been  master-work- 
men in  the  building  up  of  great 
states  in  the  Western  Hemisphere  ? 
The  Iroquois  Confederacy,  to  be 
cited  presently  as  an  example  of 
the  inherent  elements  of  civiliza- 
tion in  the  American  savage,  so 
called,  is  a  clear  answer  given  by 
history  to  those  inquiries. 

The  question  of  chief  import- 
ance for  our  present  purpose  is 
not,  Whence  came  the  original 
inhabitants  of  North  America  ? 
but,  What  are  they,  and  what  is  to  be  their 
destiny?  the  solution  of  which  leads  to  other 
topical  inquiries  bearing  upon  their  relations  to 
the  lighter  colored  Caucasians  with  whom  they 
have  long  been,  and  still  are,  in  contact. 

The  entire  population  of  North,  Central,  and 
South  America  when  the  continent  was  discov- 
ered has  been  estimated  at  not  more  than  five 
million  souls.  Of  these  not  more  than  one  mill- 
ion then  peopled  the  present  vast  territory  of  the 
United  States,  which  stretches  over  nearly  twen- 
ty-five degrees  of  latitude  and  almost  sixty  de  • 
grees  of  longitude.  These  inhabitants  seemed  to 
have  sprung  from  a  common  stock.  Whether  they 
were  the  aborigines  of  the  continent,  or  were  in- 
truders upon  an  antecedent  race — the  mound- 
builders — whom  they  displaced,  is  an  unanswer- 
ed and  unanswerable  question.  Here  they  were 
■wlien  Spanish,  English,  French,  and  Dutch  nav- 
igators came.  Their  language  was  varied  by 
more  than  a  hundred  dialects,  but  all  having, 
evidently,  a  common  root.  Their  high  cheek- 
bones and  broad  faces;  their  heavy,  dark  eyes; 
their  jet-black  hair,  lank  and  incapable  of  curl- 
ing because  of  its  peculiar  structure  ;  their  tac- 
iturnity in  society,  and  stoicism  in  all  emergen- 
cies of  mental  excitement  and  physical  suffer- 
ing ;  their  simple  civil  polity,  which  knew  few 
transgressors  of  law ;  their  religious  belief,  which 
knew  no  skeptics  ;  their  traditions,  legends,  and 
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poetic  modes  of  thought  and  expression ;  their 
theology  and  spiritual  symbolisms  ;  their  weap- 
ons of  war  and  implements  of  domestic  use ;  their 
rude  practice  of  the  useful  and  ornamental  arts  ; 
and  their  pictographic  records  on  rocks,  trees, 
bark,  and  buffalo  hides,  in  style  resembling  the 
same  art  among  ancient  Asiatic  nations,  every 
where  bore  evidence  of  a  common  origin,  or  a 
long  alliance,  or  friendly  international  rela- 
tions. All  these  were  modified  by  circum- 
stances as  much  as  in  the  case  of  the  Civil- 
ized Man.  The  dimly  seen  analogies  in  these 
to  the  characteristics  of  the  Asiatics  may  be 
easily  accounted  for  in  a  coincidence  of  wants 
and  impulses  common  to  all  men. 

The  North  American  Indians  with  whom 
European  settlers  first  came  in  contact  were 
divided  into  families  or  tribes,  each  distinguish- 
ed by  an  armorial  bearing  called  a  totem,  which 
was  a  representation  of  some  animal,  as  a  deer, 
a  bear,  an  eagle,  or  a  tortoise.  These  families 
or  tribes  equaled  in  number  the  dialects  we 
have  mentioned  ;  but  there  seems  to  have  been 
only  eight  radically  distinct  nations.  These 
are  known  as  the  Algonquins,  Huron-Iroquois, 
Cherokees,  Catawbas,  Uchees,  Natchez,  Mo- 
bilians  or  Floridians,  and  Dakotas  or  Sioux. 

Algonquin  was  a  name  first  given  by  the 
French  to  a  large  ftimily  seated  upon  the  Otta- 
wa River,  in  Canada.    It  was  afterward  applied 
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to  the  large  collection  of  fiimilies  north  and 
south  of  the  great  lakes,  who,  speaking  dialects 
of  the  same  language,  seemed  to  belong  to  the 
same  nation.  These  inhabited  the  territory 
now  included  in  all  Canada,  New  England,  a 
part  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  the  States 
of  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Maryland,  and  Vir- 
ginia, Eastern  North  Carolina  above  Cape  Fear, 
a  large  portion  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  and 
all  north  and  west  of  the  States  eastward  of  the 
Mississippi  River.  The  most  important  and 
powerful  of  the  families  of  this  nation  were 
known  as  the  Knistenaux,  in  the  Far  North,  who 
inhabited  a  belt  of  the  continent  from  ocean  to 
ocean  ;  the  Ottawas,  Cliippewas,  Sacs,  Fox- 
es, the  Menimonees,  Miamis,  Piankishaws, 
Pottawatomies,  Kickapoos,  Illinois,  Shawnees, 
Powhatans,  Corees,  Nanticokes,  Lenni-Lenapes 
or  Delawares,  Mohegans,  the  New  England 
Indians,  and  the  Abenakes  in  the  Far  East. 
The  chief  historical  characters  of  this  nation 
were  Massasoit,  Pometacora,  Sassacus,  Uncas, 
Pontiac,  Tammany,  Powhatan,  and  Tecumtha. 

"Within  the  folds  of  the  Algonquin  nation 
were  the  Huron- Iroquois  (so  called  by  the 
French)  in  Canada.  They  occupied  a  greater 
j)ortion  of  Canada  south  of  the  Ottawa  River, 
between  lakes  Ontario,  Erie,  and  Huron,  near- 


ly all  ofjthe  State  of  New  York,  and  a  part  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  along  the  southern 
shores  of  Lake  Erie.  Detached  from  their 
main  body  were  the  Tuscaroras  and  a  few  small- 
er families  dwelling  in  Southern  Virginia  and 
the  upper  portion  of  North  Carolina.  The  fam- 
ilies or  tribes  composing  the  Iroquois  (E-ro- 
kwa)  proper,  and  residing  within  the  present 
limits  of  the  State  of  New  York,  formed  the 
notable  Iroquois  Confederacy  of  the  Five  Na- 
tions. The  most  famous  men  of  the  league 
were  Hiawatha (Hi-a-wat-ha),  its  reputed  found- 
er ;  Grangula,  the  great  warrior ;  Dekanisora, 
the  renowned  orator ;  Thayendanegea,  or  Brant ; 
Sagoyewatha,  or  Red-Jacket;  and  Corn-Planter. 
The  last  three  named  were  conspicuous  leaders 
during  the  later  years  of  the  Confederacy  in 
both  the  council  and  the  field,  and  were  witness- 
es of  the  dissolution  of  that  league  after  an  ex- 
istence of  more  than  three  hundred  years. 

The  Cherokees  inhabited  the  fertile,  pictur- 
esque, and  delightful  region  of  our  republic 
where  the  mountain  ranges  that  form  the  wa- 
ter-shed between  the  Atlantic  and  the  Missis- 
sippi melt  into  the  lowlands  that  border  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico.  They  were  called  the  Mount- 
aineers of  the  South,  and  were  the  most  formi- 
dable foes  of  the  aggressive  Iroquois  on  the  then 
known  continent.  The  Catawbas  were  their 
neiglibors  on  the  east,  and  dAvelt  upon  the  bor- 
ders of  the  Yadkin  and  Catawba  rivers  on  both 
sides  of  the  boundary  line  between  North  and 
South  Carolina.  These  suffered  from  forays  by 
the  Five  Nations,  but  were  not  brought  under 
the  yoke  of  that  Confederacy. 

The  Uchees  were  seated  in  the  pleasant 
country  between  the  sites  of  the  cities  of  Au- 
gusta and  Milledgeville,  along  the  Oconee  and 
around  the  head  waters  of  the  Ogeechee  and 
the  Chattahoochee,  in  Georgia,  Avhen  the  Eu- 
ropeans discovered  them,  where  they  touched 
the  domain  of  the  Cherokees.  They  were 
then  only  the  remnant  of  a  once  powerful  na- 
tion. They  claimed  to  be  the  descendants  of 
a  people  more  ancient  than  any  other  around 
them.  They  had  no  traditions,  as  others  had, 
of  migrations  from  any  other  country.  Their 
language  was  unpleasant  to  the  ear,  and  bore 
only  a  faint  resemblance  to  those  of  the  other 
dusky  nations. 

The  Natchez  occupied  a  territory  on  the  east 
of  the  Mississippi,  not  larger  than  that  of  the 
Uchees.  It  stretched  northeasterly  from  the 
Mississippi  at  the  site  of  the  city  of  Natchez 
along  the  Pearl  River  to  the  head  waters  of  the 
Chickasawha  River.  They  claimed  precedence 
in  age  of  the  Uchees,  and,  like  the  Appalachian 
Indians  in  the  Gulf  region,  they  were  worship- 
ers of  the  sun,  and  also  of  fire,  and  made  sacri- 
fices to  the  source  of  day.  Over  the  whole 
continent  of  North  and  South  America  there 
were  traces,  more  or  less  distinct,  of  the  wor- 
ship of  the  sun  and  of  fire,  of  which  the  earlier 
explorers  have  given  accounts.  Before  enter- 
ing upon  the  war-path,  and  after  a  great  de- 
liverance from  peril,  they  gathered  reverently 
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around  huge  fires  to  implore  divine  aid  or  to 
give  thanks  for  divine  protection. 

The  Mobilians,  or  (as  they  were  sometimes 
called)  the  Floridian  Indians,  with  whom,  as 
well  as  the  Uchees,  De  Soto  came  in  contact 
toward  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century, 
occupied  a  domain  next  in  extent  to  the  Al- 
gonquins.  It  stretched  along  the  Atlantic 
coast  from  the  mouth  of  the  Cape  Fear  River 
to  the  extremity  of  the  Florida  peninsula,  and 
westward  along  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  about  six 
hundred  miles  to  the  Mississippi  River.  They 
also  held  jurisdiction  as  far  up  that  stream  as 
the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  River.  That  domain 
comprised  parts  of  South  Carolina,  the  whole 
of  Florida,  Alabama,  and  Mississippi,  all  of 
Georgia  not  occupied  by  the  Cherokees  and 
Uchees,  and  portions  of  Tennessee  and  Ken- 
tucky. The  nation  was  divided  into  three 
confederacies,  each  powerful  and  partially  in- 
dependent, like  our  separate  States.  These 
confederacies  were  known  respectively  as  the 
Muscogee  or  Creek,  the  Choctaw,  and  the 
Chickasaw,  The  Creek  was  the  most  power- 
ful. It  occupied  the  region  more  immediate- 
ly bordering  upon  the  Gulf,  and  included  the 
Yamassees  and  the  Seminoles  in  Florida.  The 
heart  of  the  Creek  nation  proper  was  in  Ala- 
bama. 

Under  the  general  title  of  Dakotas  or  Sioux 
have  been  grouped  a  large  number  of  tribes 
found  west  of  the  great  lakes  and  Mississippi 
River,  with  whom  the  earlier  French  explorers, 
secular  and  religious,  came  in  contact.  These 
speaking  dialects  of  the  same  language,  appar- 
ently, were  regarded  as  parts  of  one  nation. 
They  inhabited  the  vast  domain  stretching 
northward  from  the  Arkansas  River  to  the 
western  tributary  of  Lake  Winnepeg,  and  west- 
ward along  all  that  line  to  the  eastern  slopes 
of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  They  have  been 
arranged  into  four  grand  classes — namely,  the 
Winnebagoes,  who  inhabited  the  country  be- 
tween Lake  Michigan  and  the  Mississippi,  with- 
in the  domain  of  the  Algonquins :  the  Assin- 
niboins,  or  Sioux  proper,  who  formed  the  more 
northerly  portion  of  the  nation  ;  the  Minetaree 
group  in  the  State  of  Minnesota;  and  the 
Southern  Sioux,  who  were  seated  in  the  coun- 
try between  the  Platte  and  Arkansas  rivers. 
The  chief  hunting-grounds  of  the  latter  were 
among  the  spurs  of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 
These  four  classes  Avere  divided  into  several 
families  or  tribes. 

Such  was  the  general  geographical  distribu- 
tion of  the  Indian  nations  when  the  first  Eu- 
ropean settlements  were  begun.  They  were 
not  absolutely  stationary  residents  of  a  domain  ; 
nor  was  there,  with  the  exception  of  the  Iro- 
quois Confederacy,  a  semblance  of  a  national 
government  any  Avhere.  Although  they  had 
wandered  much  by  families,  and  in  the  course 
of  centuries  some  had  evidently  traversed  the 
whole  broad  continent,  they  were  not  nomads. 
Through  wars  and  conquests,  families,  and  even 
whole  nations,  had  evidently  moved  over  ex- 
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tensive  regions  (with  no  artificial  method  of 
traveling  except  in  rude  vessels  called  canoes, 
wrought  out  of  logs  and  the  bark  of  trees),  and 
taken  new  root  in  strange  places.  Neither  were 
they  agriculturists.  They  cultivated  maize,  or 
Indian  corn,  as  the  Europeans  called  it,  also 
pumpkins  and  beans,  which  were  indigenous  to 
the  Gulf  region  ;  and  the}'  plucked  the  bulb  of 
the  potato  from  the  soil  of  the  warmer  regions, 
where  it  grew  s])ontaneously.  But  they  only 
tilled  here  and  there  at  the  call  of  necessity. 
Neither  were  they  a  pastoral  people.  They 
never  tamed  the  bison  or  buffalo,  nor  the  state- 
ly elk,  for  labor  or  food ;  nor  sheared  a  fleece 
from  the  great-horned  sheep  of  the  Rocky 
IMountains.  The  horse,  the  cow,  the  ass,  the 
goat,  the  common  sheep,  and  swine  were  all 
imknown  to  them.  From  the  warm  South 
where  clothing  was  unnecessary,  and  as  such 
was  never  worn,  to  the  cold  North  where  the 
skins  of  fur-bearing  animals  kept  him  warm  in 
winter,  the  Indian,  every  where,  like  Primitive 
Man,  was  a  hunter  and  fisher,  and  depended 
chiefly  upon  the  precarious  winnings  of  the 
chase  or  hook  for  subsistence.  The  cultiva- 
tion of  corn,  pumpkins,  and  beans,  the  gath- 
ering of  potatoes,  the  curing  of  the  tobacco- 
plant  in  the  region  of  Virginia  and  the  Caro- 
linas,  and  the  grinding  of  grain  into  flour, 
were  labors  despised  by  the  men  as  forming  a 
sort  of  degrading  slavery.  In  this  they  were 
as  proud  as  the  old  Roman  citizens,  whose 
business  was  war.  These  toils  were  laid  upon 
the  women,  who  were  also  beasts  of  burden 
in  marches,  carrying  on  their  backs  their  do- 
mestic utensils,  and  their  babies  strapped  in 
cases  hanging  from  their  shoulders  ;  for  the 
egotism  of  the  Barbarian,  like  that  of  the  Civ- 
ilized Man,  made  him  regard  woman  as  his 
inferior,  and  his  predestined  servant  to  minis- 
ter to  his  comfort  and  pleasure.  As  among 
semi-barbarous  people  of  the  Eastern  world, 
so  here,  marriage  was  only  a  temporary  con- 
tract— a  sort  of  purchase — the  father  receiving 
presents  from  the  husband  in  exchange  for  the 
daughter,  who,  after  being  fondled  and  favored 
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for  a  few  montlis,  was  made  liis  domestic  serv- 
ant. He  could  dismiss  her  at  pleasure.  Polyg- 
amy was  not  common,  but  was  allowed,  and 
every  Indian  might  have  as  many  wives  as 
he  could  purchase  and  maintain.  If  the  wife 
proved  unfaitlifnl,  he  might  kill  her.  The  af- 
fections were  ruled  by  custom.  The  decorous 
attentions  to  woman  that  give  a  charm  to  civ- 
ilized society  were  almost  wholly  unknown. 
There  was  no  call,  in  the  hunter  state,  for  the 
refining  influence  of  woman  to  give  it  beauty  ; 
and  yet,  but  for  tliat  influence,  though  feebly 
exerted,  the  wild  hunter  would  have  become  a 
fiend. 

The  mental  characteristics  of  the  Indians 
Avere  of  similar  type  every  where.    Similar  cir- 
cumstances gave  shape  and  force  to  thoughts  ^ 
and  emotions  in  all.     Taciturnity,  stoicism,  ! 
perfect  self-control  at  all  times,  and  eloquence  , 
in  oratory,  which  marked  the  Indian  when  ^ 
first  discovered,  and  mark  him  now,  when  un-  | 
touched  by  civilization,  were  not  natural  traits  j 
of  character,  but  the  result  of  severe  training  . 
and  social  condition.    Taciturnity  was  a  neces-  ! 
sity  in  society  when  the  hatchet,  knife,  or  club 
was  the  quick  response  to  a  hasty  and  insulting  , 
word.    It  was  policy  to  always  consider  before 
speaking ;  and  so  taciturnity,  which  was  but  j 
another  name  for  caution,  became  a  habit  of  I 
hunter  life,  and  practically  illustrated  the  max- 
im of  the  Civilized  Man,  that  he  is  discreet  who 
thinks  before  he  speaks. 

Stoicism,  or  imi)erturbability,  was  another  j 
necessary  habit  of  the  barbarian  life.  There  i 
was  continual  exposure  to  suflering  at  the  hands  [ 
of  enemies,  for  the  history  of  the  Savage,  as  of  i 
the  Civilized  Man,  presents  a  dark  record  of 
wars,  conquests,  subjugations,  and  cruelties. 
From  earliest  childhood  the  Indian  was  taught. 


as  were  the  ancient  Romans,  never  to  betray 
weakness  before  an  enemy,  and  never  to  utter 
a  word  or  exhibit  any  emotion  in  public  when 
enduring  the  sharpest  suffering.  And  so  his 
muscles  were  steeled  against  pain,  and  made 
absolutely  the  slaves  of  his  will.  It  was  con- 
sidered a  mark  of  weakness  or  cowardice  for  an 
Indian  to  allow  his  countenance  to  be  changed 
by  surprise  or  suffering.  This  was  an  accepted 
maxim  from  Patagonia  to  the  Arctic  Seas. 
Atahualpa,  the  Inca  of  Peru,  ordered  some  of 
his  warriors  to  be  immediately  put  to  death  be- 
cause they  had  shown  some  surprise  at  the  sight 
of  Pizarro's  cavalry,  the  horse  being  a  novelty 
and  a  wonder  to  that  people.  "  Coward  ex- 
claimed Pontiac,  when  he  saw  one  of  his  fol- 
lowers startled  by  muskets  of  the  garrison  at 
Detroit,  fired  in  the  gloom  near  Bloody  Brook, 
and  instantly  cleaved  his  head  with  a  toma- 
hawk. "Squaw!"  cried  Cornstalk,  the  leader 
of  Indians  in  the  battle  of  Point  Pleasant,  when 
he  saw  one  of  his  warriors  liiding  behind  a 
clump  of  bushes,  and  immediately  ordered  him 
to  be  dressed  in  a  petticoat  and  to  carry  a  pap- 
poose.  So  trained,  our  Barbarian  Brother  sang 
his  death-song,  wliile  enduring  torture,  with  as 
much  composure  as  did  the  Civilized  Man  his 
hymn  to  Christ  at  the  stake  of  martyrdom. 

Eloquence  in  public  speaking  was  a  gift  or 
talent  which  the  Indians  earnestly  cultivated  ; 
and  the  sachems  and  chiefs  prei)ared  them- 
selves for  oratory,  by  previous  reflection  and  ar- 
rangement of  topics  and  method  of  expression, 
as  carefully  as  ever  did  the  most  j)olished  speak- 
er in  the  senate  or  council  of  a  civilized  people. 
Their  scope  of  thought  was  as  boundless  as  the 
land  over  which  they  roamed,  and  their  expres- 
sions were  as  free  and  lofty  as  those  of  any  civ- 
ilized men.  Their  language  being  too  limited 
to  allow  a  wealth  of  diction,  they  made  up  in 
ideas,  in  the  shape  of  metaphors  furnished  by 
all  nature  around  them,  what  they  lacked  in 
words.     "I  stand  in  the  path,"  said  Pontiac, 
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haughtily,  to  Major  Rogers,  the  commander  of 
a  British  force  that  marched  into  his  country 
a  hundred  years  ago,  signifying  that  he  held 
kingly  dominion  in  all  that  region,  and  defied 
him.  When  Red  Jacket,  who  became  intem- 
perate in  the  later  years  of  his  life,  and  regard- 
ed the  loss  of  his  eleven  children,  one  after  the 
other,  by  consumption,  as  a  punishment  for  that 
sin,  was  asked  about  his  family  by  a  lady  who 
once  knew  them  but  was  ignorant  of  his  mis- 
fortunes, he  said,  sorrowfully,  "Red  Jacket  was 
once  a  great  man,  and  in  favor  with  the  Great 
Spirit.  He  was  a  lofty  pine  among  the  smaller 
trees  of  the  forest.  But  after  years  of  glory  he 
degraded  himself  by  drinking  the  fire-water  of 
the  white  man.  The  Great  Spirit  has  looked 
upon  him  in  anger,  and  his  lightning  has  stripped 
the  pine  of  its  branches."  At  a  council  at  Vin- 
cennes,  over  which  Governor  Harrison  presided, 
Tecumtha,  the  great  Shawnee  warrior,  made  a 
speech.  When  it  was  ended  it  was  observed 
that  no  seat  had  been  provided  for  him.  An 
officer  handed  one  to  him,  saying :  "  Your 
father  [meaning  Harrison]  requests  you  to  be 
seated  in  this  chair."  "My  father!"  said  the 
chief,  scornfully,  as  he  wrapped  his  broad  blank- 


I  et  around  him  and  assumed  the  most  haughty 
I  attitude  ;  "  my  fath  er  is  the  Sun,  and  the  Eurlh 
j  is  my  mother — I  will  repose  upon  her  bosom." 
:  And  then  he  seated  himself  upon  the  ground, 
j     It  has  been  observed  that  the  intellectual  vigor 
'  of  the  North  American  Indians,  manifested  in 
j  shrewdness  of  observation  and  strong  powers  of 
t  perception,  imagination,  and  eloquence,  which 
all  our  earlier  diplomatic  relations  with  them  at- 
test, was  not  found  in  Peru  and  Mexico,  but  was 
confined  to  the  hunters  in  the  forests  of  the  far- 
,  ther  North,  who  used  the  bow  and  arrow  in  war 
and  in  the  chase.  Had  these,  and  not  the  aborig- 
inal inhabitants  of  tropical  America,  come  under 
the  direct  observation  of  Buftbn  and  other  writers 
on  the  subject,  they  never  would  have  declared, 
as  they  did,  that  the  human  species  on  this  con- 
!  tinent,  like  the  animal  creation,  was  "  diminu- 
j  tive  in  body  and  debased  in  morals  and  intel- 
lect." The  opinions  of  French  missionaries  and 
travelers,  deliberately  given  in  narratives  of  act- 
ual experience  among  the  more  northern  tribes, 
flatly  contradict  Buff'on.    They  are  all  in  gen- 
eral agreement  with  the  statement  of  Father  Le 
June,  an  early  Jesuit  missionary,  who  wrote: 
j  "  I  think  the  savages,  in  point  of  intellect,  may 
be  placed  in  a  high  rank.    Education  and  in- 
struction alone  are  wanting.    The  powers  of 
the  mind  operate  with  facility  and  effect.  The 
Indians  I  can  well  compare  to  some  of  t)ur  own 
villagers  who  are  left  without  instruction.  Yet 
I  have  scarcely  seen  any  person  who  has  come 
from  France  to  this  country  who  does  not  ac- 
knowledge that  the  savages  have  more  intellect 
or  capacity  than  most  of  our  own  peasantry." 
And  Charlevoix  said:  "The  beauty  of  their 
imagination  equals  its  vivacity,  which  appears 
in  all  their  discourses.    They  are  very  quick  at 
repartee,  and  their  harangues  are  full  of  shining 
passages  which  would  have  been  applauded  at 
Rome  or  Athens.      Their  eloquence  has  a 
strength,  nature,  and  pathos  which  no  art  can 
give,  and  which  the  Greeks  admired  in  the 
barbarians." 

Pages  of  similar  testimony  might  be  cited  to 
show  the  errors  of  those  who  are  disposed  to 
regard  our  Barbarian  Brethren  as  beings  inca- 
pable of  the  higher  intellectual  and  moral  at- 
tainments which  would  fit  them  for  the  exer- 
cise of  the  privileges  and  duties  of  citizenship. 

We  have  remarked  that,  with  the  exception 
of  the  Iroquois  Confederacy,  there  was  no  sem- 
blance of  a  national  government  among  the 
Indians.  A  mixture  of  the  patriarchal  and 
despotic  appeared  every  where.  All  political 
power  was  vested  in  the  civil  head  of  a  family 
or  tribe  as  executor,  and  it  was  absolute  in  his 
hands  while  he  exercised  it.  He  was  some- 
times an  hereditary  leader,  but  more  often 
owed  his  elevation  to  his  prowess  in  war,  or 
merits  as  an  orator  or  statesman.  Public 
opinion  alone  sustained  him.  It  elevated  him, 
and  it  might  depose  him.  He  was  called  Inca, 
Sachem,  or  whatever  else,  in  various  languages, 
denoted  his  official  dignity,  like  that  of  King, 
Emperor,  Kaiser,  Czar,  Shah,  or  Sultan.  He 
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was  at  the  head  of  a  sort  of  republican  govern- 
ment, and  was  only  the  executor  of  the  people's 
will  as  determined  in  the  council  or  congress 
of  elders  ;  yet  in  those  councils  he  was  umpire, 
and  from  his  decisions  there  was  no  appeal. 
And  so  great  was  the  respect  for  his  office  in 
many  places,  particularly  among  the  Floridians, 
that  he  was  treated  by  the  people,  on  certain 
occasions,  as  if  he  were  an  absolute  sovereign, 
possessed  of  those  divine  attributes  with  which 
the  imagination  of  the  Civilized  IMan  has  some- 
times invested  his  king.  On  the  occurrence 
of  a  great  calamity,  such  as  the  loss  of  many 
men  in  battle,  the  Floridian  women  would 
gather  in  weeping  groups  around  their  chief 
sachem,  and  implore  his  assistance  with  piteous 
cries ;  and  they  never  Avent  away  Avithout  prom- 
ises of  help,  which  was  always  given. 

While  a  sachem  was  in  ])Ower  the  tribe  or 
nation  confided  in  his  wisdom,  and  there  was 
seldom  any  transgression  of  the  laws  promul- 
gated ky  him.  He  had  absolute  control  of  all 
military  expeditions,  and  wliithcrsoever  the 
chief  or  leader  of  the  warriors  was  sent  by 
him,  the  fighting  men  followed.  In  the  pub- 
lic assemblies  the  greatest  decorum  prevailed  ; 
and,  contrary  to  the  ha])it  of  civilized  parlia- 
ments and  congresses,  every  speaker  was  al- 
ways listened  to  with  the  most  respectful  at- 
tention. 

Here  let  us  consider  for  a  moment  the  Iro- 
quois Confederacy,  or  League  of  the  Five  Na- 
tions, as  illustrative  of  the  capacity  of  the 
Indians  for  government.  That  Confederacy 
was  a  marvel,  all  things  considered.  It  was 
founded,  probably,  at  about  the  beginning  of 
the  fifteenth  century,  or  nearly  a  hundred  years 
before  the  existence  of  America  was  suspected 
in  Europe.  It  was  composed  of  five  large  fam- 
ilies bearing  the  dignity  of  nations,  and  named, 
respectively,  Mohawk,  Oneida,  Onondaga,  Ca- 
yuga, and  Seneca.  These  were  subdivided  into 
tribes  or  smaller  families,  each  having  its  totem 
or  heraldic  insignia,  such  as  the  bear,  the  bea- 
ver, the  deer,  the  turkey,  or  the  tortoise.  The 
Confederacy  occupied  the  region  of  the  present 
State  of  New  York  north  and  west  of  the 
Kaatsbergs  or  Catskill  Mountains,  and  south 
of  the  Adirondack  group  of  lofty  hills. 

Tradition  says  the  Confederacy  was  founded 
by  Hiawatha,  the  incarnation  of  Wisdom,  whose 
power  was  equal  to  his  intelligence.  Leaving 
his  divine  estate,  he  made  his  dwelling  on  the 
earth  with  the  Onondaga  nation.  He  taught 
the  Iroquois,  by  precept  and  example,  the  art 
of  good  living.  He  was  yet  among  them  when 
a  band  of  fierce  warriors  swept  down  from  the 
north  of  the  great  lakes,  slaying  every  thing 


human  in  their  path.  He  advised  the  Onon- 
dagas  to  call  a  council  of  the  related  nations 
for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  league  for  the 
common  good  against  the  invaders. 

At  that  council,  held  on  the  bank  of  the 
Onondaga  Lake,  the  wise  Hiawatha  addressed 
the  representatives  of  the  Five  Nations,  and 
assigned  to  each  canton  its  relative  position 
and  title.  A  league  was  formed ;  and,  by 
common  consent,  Atatarho,  a  chief  of  the  On- 
ondaga s,  who  was  eminent  for  his  wisdom  and 
valor,  was  chosen  to  be  its  first  President.  He 
was  then  living  in  grim  seclusion  in  a  swamp, 
where  his  dishes  and  drinking-vessels,  like  those 
of  hnlf-l)arbarous  Caucasians,  were  made  of 
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the  sculls  of  his  enemies 
slain  in  battle.  He  was 
an  object  of  veneration 
and  awe ;  and  when  a 
delegation  of  Mohawks 
went  to  offer  him  the 
symbol  of  supreme  pow- 
er, they  found  him  seat- 
ed in  the  deep  shad- 
ows smoking  his  pipe, 
but  unapproachable,  be- 
cause he  was  entirely 
clothed  with  hissing  ser- 
pentls,  as  represented  in 
the  engraving  (p.  79G), 
made  from  an  ancient 
drawing.  Here  is  the 
old  story  of  Medusa's 
snaky  tresses,  invented 
in  the  forests  of  the  new- 
found world,  and  form- 
ing a  part  of  the  tradi- 
tionary history  of  the 
Iroquois  Confederacy. 

The  chief  features  of 
this  remarkable  League 
were  the  principles  of 
tribal  union  through  the 
totemic  system,  military 
glory  and  domination, 
and  a  practical  example 
of  an  almost  pure  de- 
mocracy most  remark- 
ably developed.  The 
men,  as  every  where 
else  in  the  American 
forests,  followed  hunt- 
ing as  an  employment 
and  amusement,  but 
those  of  the  Iroquois  had  fixed  places  of  abode 
in  villages,  where  the  Avomen  cultivated  the 
soil,  ground  the  corn,  and  prepared  the  food. 
Each  canton  or  nation  was  a  distinct  republic, 
entirely  independent  of  the  others  in  what  may 
be  termed  the  domestic  concerns  of  the  state  ; 
but  each  was  bound  to  the  others  of  the  League 
by  ties  of  honor  and  general  interest.  Each 
had  an  equal  voice  in  the  General  Council  or 
Congress,  and  possessed  a  sort  of  veto  power 
which  was  a  guaranty  against  despotism.  Aft- 
er the  Europeans  came,  the  sachem,  or  civil 
head  of  a  tribe,  besides  presenting  a  belt  of 
wampum  as  a  pledge  of  good  faith  in  diplomatic 
bargains,  invariably  affixed  its  totem,  such  as 
the  outlines  of  a  wolf,  a  bear,  a  heron,  or  a 
tortoise,  to  every  public  paper  he  was  required 
to  sign.  It  was  only  the  repetition  by  an 
American  Barbarian  of  the  ancient  custom  of 
the  Civilized  Man  in  affixing  a  seal — the  com- 
mon custom  of  monarchs  who,  like  Indian  sa- 
chems, could  not  Avrite  their  names. 

In  order  to  prevent  degeneracy,  intermar- 
riage was  not  allowed  between  near  relations, 
nor  of  persons  of  the  same  clan.  A  man  of  a 
wolf  or  deer  tribe  of  the  Mohawks,  for  example, 
might  not  marry  a  woman  of  the  same  tribe, 
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but  might  take  a  wife  from  the  bear  or  turtle 
tribe  of  the  same  nation.  This  totemic  system, 
which  we  have  not  space  here  to  explain  in  de- 
tail, was  a  powerful  bond  of  union  in  the  Confed- 
eracy. It  formed  the  basis  of  their  tribal  and 
political  alliance.  As  each  of  the  confederated 
nations  was  divided  into  several  tribes,  there 
were  thirty  or  forty  sachems  in  the  League. 
These  had  inferior  officers  under  them,  answer- 
ing to  our  magistrates  in  towns  ;  and  so  the  civ- 
il powers  of  government  were  quite  widely  dis- 
tributed. There  was  not  a  man  who  gained  his 
office  otherwise  than  by  his  own  merits ;  and 
every  unworthy  action  was  attended  by  a  for- 
feiture of  the  officer's  commission,  and  the  pen- 
alty of  public  scorn.  They,  as  well  as  the  mil- 
itary leaders,  accepted  no  salary,  but  gave  away 
the  perquisites  of  their  offices  in  time  of  peace, 
and  their  share  of  plunder  in  war.  There  was 
no  bribery  and  corruption  in  office,  for  they  had 
not  learned  the  arts  of  the  Civilized  Man.  They 
felt  themselves  amply  rewarded  by  the  confi- 
dence and  esteem  of  the  people.  Chosen  by 
the  voice  of  universal  suffrage,  their  deportment 
was  as  dignified  as  their  position. 

The  powers  and  duties  of  the  J^resident  of  the 
Confederacy  were  similar  to  those  imposed  upon 
the  Chief  Magistrate  of  our  republic.  He  had 
authority  to  "  light  the  great  council  fire" — that 
is,  to  assemble  a  general  congress  by  sending  a 
messenger  to  the  sachem  of  each  canton,  calling 
him  to  a  meeting.  With  his  own  hand  he  kin- 
dled the  blaze  around  which  the  council  gath- 
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ered,  and  at  which  each  man  lighted  his  pipe. 
He  Avas  always  cliosen  from  the  Onondaga  na- 
tion, and  the  general  congresses  of  the  League 
were  held  at  what  the  French  called  the  Onon- 
daga Castle.  He  had  a  cabinet  of  six  counsel- 
ors of  state,  whose  powers  were  only  advisory. 
In  the  council  he  was  only  a  moderator  ;  and  he 
had  no  power  to  control,  directly,  military  af- 
fairs, or  interfere  w-ith  the  internal  policy  of  the 
several  states  of  the  League.  In  fact,  there 
was  no  coercive  power  lodged  any  where  that 
could  act  upon  any  canton  or  individual,  ex- 
cepting that  of  despotic  public  opinion. 

The  military  organization  of  the  League  seems 
to  have  been  not  only  indejjcndent  of  the  civil 
authority,  but  dominant  of  it.  The  military 
leaders  were  called  Chiefs.  They  derived  their 
authority  from  the  people,  who  recognized  and 
rewarded  their  abilitv-  as  warriors ;  and  they 
sometimes  held  the  relation  to  the  civil  heads 
of  the  nations  similar  to  that  of  Roman  gen- 
erals to  emperors,  whom  tiiey  deposed  and 
succeeded  in  office.  The  army  was  composed 
wholly  of  volunteers.  There  was  no  power  to 
conscribe  men.  Every  able-bodied  man  was 
bound  by  custom  to  do  military  duty,  and  he 
who  shirked  it  incurred  everlasting  disgrace. 
Therefore  the  ranks  of  the  army  were  always 
full.  The  war-dance  and  other  popular  assem- 
blages were  the  recruiting  stations.  Thereat 
the  warriors,  painted  and  bedecked,  recounted 
their  prowess  in  wild  songs,  and  so  inspired  the 
youth  with  a  desire  (amounting  sometimes  to  a 
frenzy)  to  win  the  honors  of  war.  Such  was 
the  method  of  "beating  up  for  recruits"  among 
all  the  nations  of  North  America. 

As  in  old  Rome  the  soldiers  were  honored 
above  all  other  men,  so  they  were  among  the 
Iroquois  ;  and  the  warriors,  under  their  chiefs, 
were  all-powerful  in  public  affairs.  Whatever 
was  done  in  civil  councils  was  subjected  to  re- 
view by  the  soldiery,  who  had  the  right  to  call 
councils  Avhenever  they  pleased,  and  approve  or 
disapprove  public  measures.  So  careful  were 
the  civil  authorities  to  pay  deference  to  the 
warriors,  that  general  answers  were  postponed 


until  the  opinions  of  the  soldiers 
might  be  known.  And  so  it 
was  that  in  nearly  all  councils 
the  decisions  were  made  by 
unanimous  consent.  In  all  this, 
consummate  wisdom  was  dis- 
played. In  the  perfect  freedom 
of  the  voluntary  system  lay  the 
amazing  strength  of  the  Con- 
federacy, for  every  servant  of 
the  state  was  an  inspired  and 
willing  one.  And  so  much  did 
the  Iroquois  reverence  the  "  in- 
alienable rights"  of  man,  such 
as  "life,  liberty,  and  the  pur- 
suit of  happiness,"  that  they 
never  made  a  fellow -man  a 
slave,  not  even  their  captives 
taken  in  war. 

There  was  a  third  and  power- 
ful party  in  the  conduct  of  the  public  affairs  of 
the  League,  namely,  the  matrons.  Theirs  was 
a  highly  conservative  power.  They  had  the 
right  to  sit  in  the  councils,  and  there  exercise 
a  negative  or  veto  power  on  the  subject  of  a 
declaration  of  war,  and  to  propose  and  demand 
a  cessation  of  hostilities.  So  they  were  pre- 
eminently peace-makers.  It  was  no  reflection 
upon  the  courage  of  a  tribe  or  nation  if,  at  the 
call  of  the  matrons,  they  withdrew  from  the  war- 
path. These  women  wielded  great  influence 
in  the  legislatures,  but  they  modestly  delegated 
the  functions  of  speech-making  to  some  mascu- 
line orator.  And  so  it  was  that,  in  that  notable 
confederacy  of  barbarians,  woman  was  man's 
co-worker  in  legislation — a  thing  unheard  of  in 
civilized  nations. 

Such,  in  mere  outline,  is  a  picture  of  a  polit- 
ical confederacy  among  our  Barbarian  Brethren, 
generations  before  the  Civilized  Man  discovered 
them.  It  was  a  government  the  nearest  to  a 
pure  democracy,  and  yet  highly  aristocratic,  that 
the  world  has  ever  seen.  It  had  all  the  essen- 
tial elements  of  our  form  of  government.  Like 
old  Rome,  the  state  was  constantly  increasing 
by  conquests  and  annexations.  Had  the  dis- 
covery of  America  by  Europeans  been  deferred 
for  a  century,  no  doubt  that  republic  would 
have  embraced  the  continent ;  for  the  Five  Na- 
tions had  already  extended  their  conquests  from 
the  great  lakes  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  were 
the  terror  of  all  the  other  Indians  east  and  west 
of  them.  For  a  long  time  even  the  French  in 
Canada,  who  had  taught  them  the  use  of  fire- 
arms, maintained  a  doubtful  struggle  against 
them.  "  Our  wise  forefathers,"  said  a  leading 
sachem  to  commissioners  of  Pennsylvania,  Mary- 
land, and  Virginia,  in  1744,  "established  unity 
and  amity  among  the  Five  Nations.  This  has 
made  us  formidable.  This  has  given  us  great 
weight  with  our  neighboring  nations.  We  are 
a  powerful  Confederacy ;  and  by  observing  the 
same  methods  our  wise  forefathers  have  taken, 
you  wnll  acquire  fresh  strength  and  power. 
Therefore  I  counsel  you,  whatever  befalls  you, 
not  to  fall  out  with  one  another." 
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The  Iroquois  was  only 
a  Barbarian   more  ad- 
vanced toward  civiliza- 
tion than  the  rest  of  lii!< 
dusky  brethren  on 
continent.    He  was 
perstitious  and  cruel, 
were  the  men  and  women 
of  all  the  other  Ameri- 
can nations.    They  all 
believed  in  witches,  as 
firmly  as  did  Cotton  Ma- 
t?ier  and  a  majority  of 

civilized  men  and  women  in  his  day,  in  the  light 
of  Christianity;  and  they  punished  them  in  hu- 
man form  as  fiercely  and  piously  as  did  the  mag- 
istrates of  Henry  the  Eighth,  or  the  rulers  and 
gospel-ministers  of  Salem  in  later  times.  The 
"medicine  men"  and  "prophets"  were  as  acute 
deceivers,  and  as  despotic  and  absurd  in  social 
life,  as  were  the  priests  and  oracles  and  con- 
jurors of  the  Civilized  Man  in  another  hem- 
isphere. They  tortured  their  captive  enemies 
in  revenge  for  kindred  slain,  with  almost  as  ex- 
quisite a  refinement  of  cruelty  as  did  the  min- 
isters of  the  Holy  Inquisition  of  Civilized  Man 
the  enemies  of  their  opinions  ;  and  they  lighted 
fires  around  their  more  eminent  prisoners  of 
war,  in  token  of  their  power,  as  bright  and  hot 
as  those  kindled  by  enlightened  Englishmen 
around  Joan  of  Arc,  as  a  sorceress,  or  Bishops 

Latimer  and  Rid- 
ley, as  unbelievers 
in  an  utter  absurd- 
ity. 

We  have  observ- 
ed that  the  costume 
of  the  Indians  was 
modified  by  climate 
and  seasons.  In  the 
warm  regions  they 
were  almost  na- 
ked, seldom  wear- 
ing more  than  the 
azain  or  loin-cloth, 
or  an  apron  of  furor 
feathers  suspended 
by  a  thong  around 
the  abdomen,  as 
seen  in  the  sketch 
(page  800)  of  a  Vir- 
ginia magician  or 
"medicine  man," 
as  given  by  De  Bry. 
In  the  more  tem- 
perate and  colder 
regions  they  wore 
clothing  made  of 
the  skins  of  wild  an- 
imals, dressed,  or 
with  the  hair  or  fur 
on.  Of  the  skin  of 
the  deer,  dressed 
and  smoked,  they 
made  soft  mocca- 
ENSiGN.  sins  or  shoes,which 
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they  sometimes  highly  ornamented  for  the  feet 
of  girls  and  women,  with  pigments,  or  the  stain- 
ed quills  of  the  porcupine.  They  had  no  knowl- 
edge of  the  art  of  making  hard  leather  by  tan- 
ning. 

The  "leather  stocking,"  or  legging  of  dress- 
ed deer-skin,  was  another  part  of  the  costume, 
which  was  ornamented  generally  b}'  fringes  of 
the  same  material,  and  is  yet  in  use  among 
all  the  hunter  tribes.  The  masculine  legging 
was  made  the  length  of  the  limb.  The  fem- 
inine reached  only  to  the  knee,  below  which  it 
was  fastened  by  a  garter.  Both  covered  the 
moccasin.  The  men  wore  war-shirts  or  man- 
tles, made  of  the  skins  of  fierce  beasts  like  the 
bear,  the  wolf,  and  the  panther,  with  the  idea 
that  the  wearer,  while  on  the  war-path,  might 
partake  of  the  fierce  nature  of  the  beast.  These 
were  sometimes  ornamented  with  the  feathers 
of  the  eagle  or  the  claw^s  of  the  bear.  Neck- 
laces made  of  bears'  claws  were  also  worn  by 
warriors. 

The  head-dresses  were  generally  highly  or- 
namented. The  head-band  was  often  trimmed 
with  shells  and  dyed  porcupine  quills,  while  the 
bulk  of  the  cap  was  made  of  the  plumage  of 
birds.  The  Iroquois  warrior  generally  wore 
only  a  single  feather  from  the  wing  of  a  wdiite 
heron.  They  have  a  tradition  that  at  the  great 
council  for  confederation  a  calamity  befell  Hia- 
watha. His  only  daughter  was  with  him.  Sud- 
denly a  monster  white  heron  came  swooping 
down  through  the  air.  The  crowd  dispersed 
in  terror.  Hiawatha  and  his  daughter  stood 
still.  The  huge  bird  fell  upon  the  maiden  and 
crushed  her.  The  bird  was  killed  by  the  con- 
cussion when  it  struck  the  ground.  Each  war- 
rior present  advanced,  plucked  a  plume  from 
the  huge  body,  and  fastened  it  upon  his  head ; 
and  ever  afterward  the  heron-feather  composed 
the  war  head-dress  of  an  Iroquois  brave. 

The  tobacco-pipe  and  pouch  were  the  insep- 
arable companions  of  the  Indians.  The  for- 
mer was  made  of  clay,  in  various  forms,  and 
sometimes  w^as  highly  ornamented  by  curious 
markings  before  the  material  was  baked,  as  seen 
in  the  engraving  on  a  preceding  page,  from  a 
specimen  in  possession  of  the  writer.  The 
calumet,  or  pipe  of  peace,  used  at  inter-tribal 
councils,  was  generally  trimmed  with  the  feath- 
ers of  the  pigeon  or  dove.  The  pouch  was 
made  of  the  skin  of  a  small  fur-bearing  ani- 
mal, and  was  often  highly  ornamented. 


806 


HAKPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


The  military  accoutrements  of  the  Indians 
were  few  and  simple.  A  huge  and  sometimes 
fancifully-wrought  club  of  hard  wood  ;  a  hatch- 
et of  hard  stone  ;  a  knife  of  the  same  material, 
or  of  bone,  for  taking  off  the  scalp  of  an  ene- 
my, and  bow  and  arrows,  made  up  the  list.  The 
a/row  was  his  chief  weapon,  in  which  he  was 
very  expert.  It  was  made  of  light,  tough 
wood,  headed  with  flint  wrought  into  the  form 
of  a  spear,  and  fledged  with  small  birds'  leath- 
ers. So  important  a  character  was  the  profes- 
sional arrow-maker,  that  he  was  exempted  from 
all  public  duty  and  the  chase.  The  arrows  were 
carried  in  quivers  in  form  and  method  not  un- 
like those  used  by  the  barbarians  of  the  elder 
world,  the  ancestors  of  civilized  nations.  These 
quivers  were  made  of  skins  or  the  bark  of  trees, 
and  were  often  ornamented  Avith  pigments  or 
carvings.  The  shield,  made  of  the  thickest 
part  of  the  hide  of  the  buffalo  or  stag,  was  the 
Indian's  only  protection  against  the  arrow. 
These  were  often  handsomely  ornamented,  and 
were  worn  on  the  arm  in  the  style  of  the  bull's- 
hide  shields  of  Homer's  heroes.  Their  ensigns 
or  war-banners  were  not  made  of  fabrics  that 


might  flutter  in  the  breeze,  but  of  a  tall  pole 
full-fledged  with  the  wing-feathers  of  the  eagle. 
A  warrior  considered  it  a  high  honor  to  be  the 
bearer  of  this. 

And  so  the  old  Americans  were  prepared  for 
war  when  the  Europeans  found  them.  They 
generally  went  forth  in  parties  of  forty  or  fifty 
bowmen.  Sometimes  a  dozen  went  out,  like 
knights-errant,  to  seek  renown  in  combat.  They 
were  skillful  in  stratagem,  and  seldom  met  an 
enemy  in  open  fight.  Ambush  and  secret  at- 
tacks were  their  favorite  methods  of  gaining  an 
advantage.  Though  much  engaged  in  forays, 
they  could  not  properly  be  called  a  warlike  peo- 
ple. Their  close  personal  encounters  were  fierce 
and  bloody.  They  scalped  their  enemies,  dried 
these  trophies  on  hoops,  and  bore  them  home 
in  triumph  as  evidences  of  their  valor ;  while 
their  more  notable  captives  were  tortured. 

The  domestic  utensils  of  the  Indians  were 
few  and  simple  for  the  supply  of  their  few 
wants.  They  were  made  of  stones  and  bones 
and  hard  wood.  Of  these  materials  they  made 
mortars  and  pestles,  large  and  small,  for  grind- 
ing their  grain.    Tiiey  had  stone  axes  for  hcw- 


INDIAN  SYMBOLS. 

Explanation — 1.  A  living  man,  'z.  Headless  man  and  woman.  3.  A  spirit,  or  a  man  enlightened  from  on 
nigh,  havmg  the  head  of  the  sun.  The  idea  of  a  nimbus.  4.  A  man's  head  with  ears  open  to  convictiou. 
5.  An  owl,  the  symbol  of  Wisdom,  as  among  the  ancient  Greeks.  6.  Wigwam— domestic  circle.  7.  A  spirit 
of  Evil.  8,  Symbol  of  a  warrior  as  bold  as  the  sun.  9.  Sociality.  10.  A  botanical  doctor  with  great  skill. 
Ubiquity  given  him  by  birds.  11.  Wariuess.  12.  The  sun.  Horns  denote  power.  13.  War.  14.  Magical 
power.  15.  A  great  war-captain,  grasping  earth  and  sky.  16.  Svmbol  of  power  to  look  into  futurity.  17. 
Symbol  of  power  over  the  heart.  18.  Spiritual  power.  19.  Speed.  20.  Death.  On  stones  at  graves  the 
totem  of  the  deceased  was  always  placed  in  this  position.  This  is  a  dead  bear  totem.  21.  Medical  power. 
22.  A  spirit  of  prophecy  of  the  sky.  23.  Night— eclipse.  24.  Power.  25.  The  skv.  26.  Time.  27.  Spirits  of 
±iVil  looking  mto  heaven.   28.  A  belt  or  baldrick— nocturnal  fraternity.   29.  A  budding  war-club.   30.  A  chief. 
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ing  down  trees  and  hollowing  out  logs  for  ca- 
noes by  the  aid  of  fire,  which  they  obtained  by 
the  friction  of  two  pieces  of  hard  wood,  one 
moved  swiftly  by  a  contrivance  like  a  drill-bow. 
Their  dwellings  were  huts  made  of  poles  set  in 
conical  form,  and  covered  with  skins  or  the  bark 
of  trees.  Their  money  was  made  of  little  tubes 
wrought  of  the  common  clam  or  other  shell, 
arranged  in  strings  or  in  belts,  and  was  called 
wampum,  as  seen  in  a  picture  on  a  preceding 
page.    This  the  children  were  taught  to  make. 

There  was  no  written  language  in  all  the 
Western  World  excepting  in  the  form  of  pic- 
tography, which  had  a  near  relationship  to  the 
hieroglyphics  of  the  Egyptians,  and  was  com- 
mon to  all  ancient  nations.  It  was  used  in  aid 
of  historic  and  other  traditions,  and  in  illustra- 
tion of  their  mythology,  which  was  almost  as 
rich,  in  some  instances,  in  symbolism  as  was 
that  of  the  Hindoos,  Etruscans,  Egyptians, 
Greeks,  and  Romans.  It  formed  a  part  of  their 
religious  system,  having,  like  that  of  the  nations 
mentioned,  its  basis  in  the  personification  of  the 
powers  of  nature  in  their  relation  to  men.  It 
was  no  more  extravagant  and  absurd  than  that 
of  other  peoples,  but  lacked  the  polish  which 
philosophy  sometimes  gave  to  the  others.  It 
was  created  by  the  natural  craving  of  the  spirit 
for  something  above  the  level  of  humanity. 

The  duality  of  God  was  the  most  ancient 
tenet  of  the  Indian  faith — a  prominent  tenet, 
it  may  be  observed,  in  all  the  more  advanced 
Oriental  nations  of  antiquity.  They  believed 
in  the  existence  of  two  Great  Spirits  as  form- 
ing the  perfect  Godhead.  One  eminently  great 
was  the  Good  Spirit,  and  the  inferior  was  an 
Evil  Spirit.  They  believed  every  animal  to 
have  had  a  great  original,  or  father.    The  first 
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buffalo,  the  first  bear, 'the  first  beaver,  the  first 
eagle,  et  catera^  was  the  manitou,  or  guardian 
spirit,  of  the  whole  race  of  these  different  creat- 
ures. They  chose  some  one  of  these  originals 
as  their  special  manitou  or  guardian,  and  hence 
arose  the  custom  of  having  its  representation  as 
the  tote7n  of  the  tribe.  Whatever  they  held  to 
be  superior  to  themselves  they  deified,  such  as 
the  sun,  moon,  stars,  meteors,  fire,  water,  thun- 
der, wind  ;  but  they  never  exalted  their  heroes 
or  prophets  above  the  sphere  of  humanity. 
They  adored  an  invisible  great  Master  of 
Life  in  various  form,  which  they  called  Man- 
itou, and  made  it  a  sort  of  tutelar  deity.  They 
had  vague  notions  of  vicarious  atonement,  and 
made  propitiatory  sacrifices  with  great  solemni- 
ty. They  all  had  dim  traditions  of  a  deluge  as 
an  exhibition  of  Divine  wrath,  and  the  salva- 
tion of  a  family  as  an  act  of  Divine  mercy. 
They  were  very  superstitious,  and  under  the 
direction  of  priestcraft  they  did  cruel  and 
horrible  things.  In  their  pictographic  rec- 
ords of  moral  and  religious  thought,  as  well 
as  of  their  mythology,  they  employed  symbols 
extensively.  These  were  also  used  in  writing 
their  songs,  and  in  musical  notations. 

Their  funeral  and  burial  ceremonies  indicated 
their  belief  in  the  immortality  of  the  soul.  These 
ceremonies  were  of  similar  type  every  where. 
They  laid  their  dead,  wrapped  in  skins,  upon 
sticks  in  the  bottom  of  a  shallow  pit,  or  placed 
them  in  a  sitting  posture,  or  occasionally  fold- 
ed them  in  skins  and  laid  them  upon  high  scaf- 
folds out  of  the  reach  of  wild  beasts,  under 
Avhich  the  relatives  wept  and  wailed.  Their 
arms,  utensils,  paints,  and  food  were  buried 
with  them,  to  be  used  on  their  long  journey 
to  the  spirit  land,  for  they  had  an  idea  that 
they  possessed  a  twofold  nature  of  matter  and 
spirit.  In  some  regions  they  lighted  a  symbolic 
funeral  pyre  for  several  nights  upon  the  grave, 
that  the  soul  might  perceive  and  enjoy  the  re- 
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spect  paid  to  the  body.  Every  where  they 
raised  mounds  over  the  graves,  and  planted 
them  with  wild  flowers ;  and  among  the  Flo- 
ridians,  the  widows  of  warriors  slain  in  battle 
cut  off  their  hair  and  strewed  it  over  the  graves 
of  their  beloved  ones. 

Such  Avere  our  barbarian  brethren  when  the 
civilized  European  found  them,  and  such  a  great- 
er portion  of  them  are  now.  Every  where  the 
fu  st  pale  visitor  was  treated  with  generous  hos- 
pitality by  the  dusky  American,  How  was  that 
hospitality  requited  ?    Let  us  see. 

"  So  loving,  tractable,  and  peaceable  are  these 
people,"  wrote  Columbus  to  Ferdinand  and  Isa- 
bella from  the  Bahamas  and  Antilles,  "  that  I 
declare  to  your  Majesties  that  there  is  not  in 
this  world  a  better  nation  or  a  better  land.  They 
love  their  neighbors  as  themselves.  Their  dis- 
course is  ever  sweet  and  gentle,  and  accompa- 
nied with  a  smile,"  Satan  had  entered  that 
paradise.  Very  soon  the  fierce  civilized  fol- 
lowers of  Columbus  made  that  Eden  of  the 
gentle  barbarians  a  wilderness  and  a  land  of 
unutterable  woes,  for  Christian  Wndness  had 
been  requited  with  all  the  savage  cruelties  of 
avarice  and  lust.  Thousands  of  men,  women, 
and  children  had  perished,  and  many  were  made 
abject  slaves  and  beasts  of  burden  by  the  in- 
truders.   Who  were  the  barbarians  ? 

A  few  years  later  wealthy  Spanish  owners 
of  mines  in  San  Domingo  sent  a  Civilized  Man 
with  ships  to  kidnap  natives  of  the  Bahamas 
for  service  in  the  dark  pits.  Storms  drove  the 
vessels  to  the  coast  of  our  South  Carolina.  The 
unsuspecting  barbarians  there  received  the  suf- 
ferers with  kindness,  and  gave  them  food  and 
water.  Allured  by  false  smiles  the  simple  na- 
tives swarmed  upon  the  ships,  which  had  been 
prepared  as  traps,  and  scores  of  innocent  people 
were  borne  away  southward  as  predestined  bond- 
slaves in  the  horrid  mines.  Wiio  were  the  bar- 
barians?   This  treachery  soon  became  known 
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all  over  the  land  of  the  palmetto.  The  In 
dians  were  apt  pupils  of  their  civilized  breth- 
ren, and  fearfully  rewarded  treachery  with 
treachery  when  pale-faces  again  appeared  in 
their  country.  "Others  of  your  accursed  race 
have  in  years  past  poisoned  our  peaceful  shores," 
said  Acuera,  a  Creek  chief,  to  the  messengers 
of  De  Soto.  "They  have  taught  me  what 
you  are.  What  is  your  employment  ?  To 
wander  about  like  vagabonds  from  land  to 
land ;  to  rob  the  poor ;  to  betray  the  confid- 
ing; to  murder,  in  cold  blood,  the  defenseless. 
No !  with  such  a  people  I  want  no  peace — no 
friendship!"  That  was  more  than  three  hun- 
dred years  ago.  "The  white  people,"  said  a 
chief  to  a  committee  of  Congress,  in  1867, 
"treat  us  Avorse  than  the  wolves  do."  At  any 
hour  betAveen  the  dates  of  these  expressions 
thcA'  may  have  been  truthfully  used  by  the  In- 
dians. 

Then  folloAved  the  crimes  of  Cortez,  already 
alluded  to.  Twenty  years  earlier  mariners 
from  Portugal,  Avhere  men  and  women  Avere 
established  articles  of  traffic,  proAvled  along 
our  New  England  coasts  and  below,  enjoyed 
the  hospitality  of  the  barbarians,  and  then  car- 
ried aAvay  fifty  of  them  and  sold  them  as  slaves. 
Who  Avere  the  barbarians  ? 

Then  came  a  Florentine  in  the  service  of  the 
King  of  France.  He  skirted  the  shores  of  the 
Atlantic  from  Cape  Fear  to  Nova  Scotia,  and 
Avas  kindly  treated  CA-ery  where  until  he  en- 
countered the  angered  Indians  of  New  En- 
gland, Avho  had  heard  of  the  treachery  of  the 
Portuguese.  The  Florentine  also  had  left  an 
active  seed  of  hatred  behind  him,  for  on  the 
coast  of  North  Carolina  the  rescue  of  some  of 
his  sailors  from  droAvning  by  the  natives  Avas 
requited  by  robbing  a  mother  of  her  child,  and 
an  attetn])t  to  kidnap  a  young  Avoman.  Who 
Avere  the  barbarians  ? 

A  French  navigator,  accompanied  by  scions 
of  the  nobility  of  France,  received  the  blessing 
of  the  Bishop  of  St.  Malo ;  sailed  for  the  new- 
found Avorld  ;  discovered,  named,  and  naviga- 
ted the  St,  LaAATence  liiver  as  far  as  the  site 
of  Montreal,  and  Avas  received  there  with 
marked  hospitality  by  the  chief  sachem  of  the 
Hurons.  That  barbarian  Avas  rcAA-arded  Avith 
cruelty  by  his  civilized  brother,  who  carried 
I  him  aAvay  a  captive  to  France.  Which  Avas 
I  the  barbarian  ? 

The  discoverer  of  the  St.  LaAvrence  Avas  fol- 
loAved,  many  years  afterAvard,  by  another  French- 
man, Avho  built  a  fort  on  the  site  of  Quebec,  and, 
Avith  a  band  of  Huron-Algonquins,  made  Avar 
upon  the  FiA-e  Nations,  and  gave  them  their 
first  acquaintance  Avith  fire-arms.  So  general 
had  become  a  knowledge  of  the  pale  man,  his 
treachery  and  his  cruelty,  along  the  coasts  and 
far  into  the  interior  of  the  continent,  that 
forts  became  a  necessity  for  settlers  against  the 
righteous  Avrath  of  the  Indians.  Instead  of 
securing  their  friendship  by  a  simple  reciproc- 
{  ity  of  their  justice  and  kindness,  the  Euro- 
I  peans,  especially  the  English,  refusing  both, 
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made  thein  bitter  ene- 
mies. In  a  short  time, 
however,  the  Jesuit 
priest  and  the  French 
trader,  exercising  both 
kindness  and  justice, 
won  the  confidence, 
friendship,  and  alli- 
ance of  the  Indian  ; 
while  the  English  con- 
tinued to  treat  him  as 
a  brute  rather  than  as 
a  man.  Defrauded 
and  ill-used  almost  ev- 
ery where,  the  barba- 
rian's indignation  oft- 
en kindled  the  flames 
of  war.  Then  his  cru- 
elties were  cited  as 
proof  of  his  natural 
devilishness,  while  no 
account  was  taken  of 
his  provocations.  Po- 
metacom,  fighting  for 
his  birth-right,  was  a 
savage;  the  English- 
men who  carried  his 
head  upon  a  pole  into 
Plymouth,  and  sold  his 
son  as  a  slave  in  Bar- 
badoes,  were  saints. 

Every  Avhere  on  the 
pages  of  our  colonial 
history  are  records  of 
hostilities  between  the  Barbarian  and  the  Civil- 
ized Man,  excepting  in  the  commonwealth  es- 
tablished by  William  Penn,  the  Quaker,  where 
justice  was  the  foundation  of  the  state. 

"Thou'lt  fiud,"  said  the  Quaker,  "in  me  and  mine, 
But  friends  aud  brothers  to  thee  and  thine, 
Who  abuse  no  power  and  admit  no  line 

'Twixt  the  red  man  and  the  white." 
And  bright  was  the  spot  where  the  Quaker  came 
To  leave  his  hat,  his  drab,  and  his  name, 
That  will  sweetly  sound  from  the  trump  of  Fame 

'Till  its  final  blast  shall  die. 

When  the  founders  of  the  republic  had  fin- 
ished their  labors  they  adopted  a  policy  toward 
the  Indians  which  has  proved  most  disastrous 
to  them  and  injurious  to  the  nation.  They 
were  denied  citizenship,  and  so  were  excluded 
from  its  privileges  and  advantages.  They  were 
taught  to  call  the  President  of  the  republic 
their  "Great  Father;"  and  he,  in  turn,  called 
them  ''Children."  This  was  practically  their 
relationship.  They  were  treated  as  children 
and  wards  of  the  nation,  and  yet  were  held  to 
be  foreigners  in  organized  sovereignties,  capa- 
1)le  of  making  treaties  and  holding  diplomatic 
relations  with  our  government.  This  absurd 
policy  has  been  the  fruitful  mother  of  most  of 
the  evils  which  have  attended  our  intercourse, 
as  a  nation,  with  the  Indians.  They  have  been 
forced  or  persuaded  to  cede  their  lands  to  the 
national  government  or  to  those  of  States  for 
almost  nothing,  in  comparison  with  their  value, 
Vol.  XL.— ^'o.  240.-52 
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until  they  have  become  nominal  sovereignties 
without  territory,  and  tenants  at  will  of  stran- 
gers. Ever  since  the  Dutch  bought  of  the 
Mannahatoes  the  island  on  which  the  city  of 
New  York  stands,  for  a  few  worthless  trinkets 
which  w^ere  valued  at  twenty-four  dollars,  the 
spectacle  has  been  exhibited  of  a  simple,  art- 
less, confiding  people  suffering  themselves  to 
be  dispossessed  of  vast  and  valuable  territories 
upon  conditions  that  show  all  the  essential  ele- 
ments of  fraud  in  the  transaction — the  strong 
and  cunning  taking  advantage  of  the  weak  and 
credulous. 

In  the  treaties  for  the  cession  of  lands  the 
government  has  guarantied  the  payment  of 
stipulated  annuities  of  money  or  merchandise, 
or  both,  to  the  Indians,  and  also  protection. 
It  has,  from  time  to  time,  placed  them  on  res- 
ervations of  wild  lands,  and  so  compelled  them 
to  continue  in  the  hunter  state,  on  the  borders 
of  civilization,  instead  of  becoming  agricultur- 
ists or  artisans  within  its  folds.  As  the  white 
populations  have  pressed  upon  these  reserva- 
tions the  Indians  have  been  removed  further 
westward,  into  the  wilderness,  until  now  they 
are  all  beyond  the  Mississippi  River,  and  are 
still  kept  upon  the  extreme  verge  of  civiliza- 
tion. Some  of  these  removals  have  been  out- 
rages upon  human  nature  and  gross  violations 
of  the  laws  of  nations,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
Cherokees  in  Georgia,  who  had  fine  cultivated 
farms,  flourishing  schools,  and  Christian  church- 
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SOUTHWESTERN  INDIANS. — {Froin  a  late  Re2>oTt  to  the 
Government.) 

es  when  they  were  driven  to  the  wilds  between 
Arkansas  and  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

Our  system  of  Indian  reserv  ations  and  annu- 
ities, under  the  general  superintendence  of  gov- 
ernment agents,  has  been  jiroductive  of  a  vast 
amount  of  evil,  and  of  the  almost  continual 
wars  between  the  pale  and  dusky  races.  Hov- 
ering like  vultures  around  the  agents  may  be 
found  a  host  of  contractors  and  traders,  who,  as 
a  rule,  manage  to  cheat  both  the  government 
and  the  Indians.  The  trathckers  have  caused 
wide-spread  demoralization  among  all  the  tribes 
by  the  sale  of  intoxicating  drinks,  and  are  justly 
chargeable  with  much  of  the  woe  that  our  I3ar- 
barian  Brethren  have  suftered.  Injustice  and 
wrong  tOAvard  the  latter  have  almost  always 
formed  the  rule  with  the  government  and  indi- 
viduals, and  the  opposite  the  exception.  Smart- 
ing under  a  sense  of  these  wrongs,  the  Indians 
have  been  made  implacable  enemies  of  their 
oppressors.  Contractors  have,  in  scores  of  in- 
stances, purposely  fanned  the  flames  of  their 
indignation  and  desires  for  vengeance,  and  in- 
cited the  Indians  to  make  war  that  their  own 
craft  might  prosper  in  government  employment. 
These  are  grave  charges,  but  a  thousand  tongues 
can  testify  to  their  truth. 

In  this  connection  the  Church  and  the  State 
have  been  guilty  of  enormous  sins  of  omission. 
The  fonner  has  been  sending,  annually,  large 
sums  of  money  to  Asia,  Africa,  and  the  isles  of 
the  sea  for  the  Christianization  of  the  heathen  ; 
while,  until  lately,  pagans  at  our  doors,  as  naked. 


degraded,  darkened  in  spirit  as  "the  King  of 
the  Cannibal  Islands,"  have  received  but  little 
attention.  The  latter,  seemingly  insensible  of 
the  value  to  the  State  of  civilization  among 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  barbarians  under  its 
charge,  has,  until  lately,  not  only  done  nothing, 
comparatively,  for  tlie  jihysical,  moral,  and  spir- 
itual well-being  of  the  Indians,  but  has  pursued 
a  policy  calculated  to  keep  far  from  them  all 
elevating  and  civilizing  influences,  and  to  ])er- 
petuate  and  intensify  their  degradation.  The 
Church  and  State  lift  uj)  eyes  and  hands  in  holy 
horror,  and  cry  "Savage!"  when  Indians  steal 
cattle  and  horses  from  some  military  corral,  or 
attack  an  emigrant  or  express  train  or  frontier 
settlement,  and  i)lunder  and  murder  the  i)eoi)le. 
What  student  of  our  past  history  can  deny  that 
the  Church  and  State  are  largely  res])ousible 
for  these  acts,  and  for  the  fact  that,  after  an  in- 
tercourse of  moie  than  two  hundred  years  with 
the  Indians,  there  should  be  a  "savage"  tribe 
within  the  borders  of  the  re])ul)lic?  'JMiis  fact 
is  discreditable  to  our  Christianity  and  ci\  iliza- 
tion.  Who  shall  deny  that  the  thousands  of 
precious  lives  and  $200, 000,000  spent  in  wars 
with  the  Indians  (.>;40.00(),()()()  in  the  great 
slave-hunt  in  Florida  alone)  are  not  chargeable, 
in  a  great  degree,  to  the  failures  in  duty  of 
Church  and  State  ? 

For  years  Christian  ]>hilanthroj)ists  and  en- 
lightened statesmen  have  been  earnestly  consid- 
ering the  (juestion.  What  shall  be  done  with  our 
Barbarian  Brethren  ?  Until  lately  the  ques- 
tion seemed  a  knot  too  hard  to  be  untietl  by  any 
practical  answer.  War,  i)lunder  of  the  nation- 
al government,  exitcnditure  of  life  ami  treasure, 
and  demoralizaiion,  were  almost  constantly  seen 
and  dejdorcd,  but  the  old  policy  was  persisted 
in.  At  length  the  distressing  hostilities  with 
the  Indians  that  had  been  going  on  since  the 
close  of  the  civil  war  caused  Congress  first  to 
appoint  a  commission  to  incjuire  into  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Indian  tribes,  and  then  a  ])eace  com- 
mission for  their  ])acification.  These  re])orted, 
and  the  facts  they  revealed  aroused  the  wluJe 
country  to  a  sense  of  the  necessity  for  a  change 
of  policy  toward  the  Indians.  A  Senator  from 
Kansas  reported  a  bill  in  Congress,  early  in 
ISGl),  to  "create  a  l)ei»artment  of  Indian  Af- 
fairs, and  to  provide  for  the  consolidation,  civ- 
ilization, and  government  of  the  Indian  tribes.'' 
The  religious  brethren  of  William  Penn — the 
Society  of  Friends,  or  Qiuikers  of  our  country — 
numbering  many  thousands,  Avho  had  long  con- 
sidered the  "Indian  Question"  in  the  light  of 
justice  and  humanity,  now  spoke  out.  In  a 
memorial  to  Congress  of  representatives  of  Sev- 
en Yearly  Meetings,  who  assembled  in  Balti- 
more early  in  18(19,  they  asked  that  body  to  try 
kindness  instead  of  gunpowder  in  dealing  with 
hostile  Indians.  They  believed  General  Har- 
ney was  right  when  he  said,  "  It  is  easier  to  con- 
quer the  Indians  by  kindness  and  justice  than 
by  all  the  forces  of  unscrupulous  war."  The}' 
said:  "Let  the  effort  be  made  in  good  faith 
to  promote  their  education,  their  industry,  their 
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morality.  Invite  the  assistance  of  the  philan- 
thropic and  Christian  effort  which  has  been  so 
valuable  an  aid  in  the  elevation  of  the  freed- 
men  ;  and  render  it  possible  for  justice  and  good 
example  to  restore  that  confidence  which  has 
been  lost  by  injustice  and  cruelty." 

Congress  took  action  in  accordance  with  these 
suggestions ;  and  President  Grant  said,  in  his 
Inaugural  Address  :  "The  proper  treatment  of 
the  original  occupants  of  this  land — the  Indians 
— is  one  deserving  a  careful  study,  I  will  favor 
any  course  toward  them  which  tends  to  their 
civilization,  Christianization,  and  ultimate  citi- 
zenship." He  did  not  stop  here.  lie  aj)point- 
ed  the  legal  representative  of  the  remnant  of 
the  Seneca  nation,  who  bears  the  official  medal 
of  Red  Jacket,  to  be  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  In- 
dian Affairs  at  Washington,  and  nominated 
eighteen  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends  as 
agents  to  go  among  the  Indians  and  try  the  ef- 
fect of  honest  dealing  and  kind  actions.  "No 
higher  compliment  was  ever  paid  by  govern- 
ment to  a  religious  sect,"  said  a  leading  news- 
paper at  that  time.  It  may  with  equal  force  be 
said  that  no  government  ever  more  honored  it- 
self. These  peaceful  agents  are  now  in  the 
field  of  beneficent  labor. 

This  is  all  well ;  but  it  falls  far  short  of  a 
perfect  remedy  for  the  evils  we  deplore,  and 
would  cure.  It  leaves  com])licated  and  injuri- 
ous machinery  in  o{)eration,  and  only  makes  a 
change  in  the  operators.  We  must  sweep  away 
all  the  machinery.  It  has  been  long  tried,  and 
found  to  be  worse  than  useless — positively  mis- 
chievous. We  must  go  back  of  the  acts  of  tlie 
founders  of  the  republic,  and  adopt  a  new  ])ol- 
icy.  Let  us  profit  by  the  experience  of  the 
British  government  in  its  relations  to  the  Scotch 
Highlanders.  They  were  treated  as  clans  or 
tribes  bearing  allegiance  to  chiefs,  and  with 
chiefs  alone  the  government  held  intercourse. 
Raids,  rebellions,  wars,  were  the  consequences. 
After  the  great  rebellion  in  1745  the  govern- 
ment changed  its  policy.  It  made  roads  through 
the  Highlands,  broke  up  the  tribal  relations, 
and  required  each  man,  as  a  citizen  of  Great 
Britain,  to  obey  its  laws  and  perform  duties  as 
such  ;  and  at  the  same  time  gave  him  all  the 
privileges  which  citizenship  conferred.  Peace 
and  loyalty  were  the  consequences.  Turbulent 
men,  expensive  to  the  state,  were  made  good 
neighbors  and  valuable  to  the  state. 

We  have  within  our  borders  an  Indian  popu- 
lation of  a  little  more  than  three  hundred  thou- 
sand souls,  according  to  official  estimates  made 
in  18G7.  There  are  about  fifteen  thousand  in 
the  States  eastward  of  the  Mississij)pi,  princi- 
pally in  New  York,  Michigan,  and  Wisconsin  ; 
the  remainder,  consisting  of  Cherokees,  Choc- 
taws,  and  Seminoles,  being  in  North  Carolina, 
Mississippi,  and  Florida.  The  number  in  Min- 
nesota and  along  the  frontiers  of  the  Western 
States  and  Texas  (most  of  them  from  the  coun- 
try eastward  of  the  Mississip])i)  is  estimated  at 
eighty  thousand.  Those  on  the  Plains  and 
among  the  Rocky  Mountains,  not  within  any 


organized  Territory,  at  fifty  thousand  ;  in  Tex- 
as, at  twenty-five  thousand  ;  in  New  Mexico,  at 
thirty  thousand  ;  in  California,  at  seventy-eight 
thousand  ;  in  Utah,  at  ten  thousand  ;  in  Oregon 
and  Washington  Territory,  at  twenty  thousand 
— making  a  total  of  three  hundred  and  eight 
thousand. 

Considering  the  extent  of  the  region  over 
which  these  remnants  of  the  old  Americans  are 
scattered,  and  ])ondering  their  past  and  present 
condition,  the  question,  What  is  to  be  their 
destiny  ?  comes  up,  pressing  for  an  immediate 
answer.  The  teaching  of  all  history,  and  of 
our  own  experience  as  a  nation,  replies  :  ^f(lke 
(he  Indian  a  citizen  of  tite  rcjnihlir,  wherever  he 
may  be,  and  treat  him  as  a  man  and  a  brother. 
Give  him  all  the  privileges  of  citizenship,  on 
terms  of  etpiality  with  other  citizens,  and  exact 
from  him  all  the  duties  of  a  citizen.  Hold  hiui 
responsible  for  his  conduct  as  an  individual,  as 
we  do  other  citizens.  If  he  shall  be  living  within 
a  State,  let  him  be  treated  in  all  respects  as  a 
citizen  of  that  State.  If  he  shall  be  an  inhab- 
itant of  a  Territory,  let  him  be  treated  as  a  citi- 
zen of  that  Territory.  Abandon  all  the  machin- 
ery which  is  now  ueeded  in  our  absurd  relations 
to  him,  and  merge  each  Indian  into  general  so- 
ciety as  a  meml)er  of  the  republic.  Then  all 
agencies,  from  the  head  of  the  Indian  Bureau 
at  the  national  cn])ital  to  the  servant  of  tln' 
lowest  official  at  an  Indian  station  in  the  wil- 
derness, would  disap})ear,  with  all  the  enor- 
mous cost  of  such  agencies,  honestly  and  dis- 
honestly imposed.  Tlien  would  disjippear  the 
host  of  contractors  who  adhere  like  leeches  to 
the  public  treasury,  and  the  swarms  of  traders 
whose  blight  has  l)ecn  felt  like  a  mildew  thiough 
all  the  tribes  of  the  forests  and  the  plains. 
Wars  with  the  Indians  would  cease.  Civiliza- 
tion, working  directly  upon  individuals,  would 
rapidly  achieve  wonderful  triumphs. 


A  SONG. 

'Tis  not  the  murmuring  voice  of  Spring 
That  stirs  my  heart  and  makes  me  sing; 
'Tis  not  the  blue  skies,  bubbling  o'er 
With  sunshine  spilled  along. earth's  floor; 
Nor  yet  the  flush  of  bursting  rose. 
Nor  bloom  of  any  flower  that  grows. 

It  is  that  long,  long  years  ago. 
When  all  the  Avorld  was  blushing  so — 
It  is  that  then  my  cheek  blushed  too, 
My  heart  beat  fast  for  love  and  you : 
There  was  a  music  in  the  air 
I  fail  to  find  now  any  where. 

And  so,  when  Spring  comes  wandering  by 
I  lose  the  thread  of  misery ; 
Trusting  the  promise  of  her  days,  ^ 
I  tune  my  voice  to  sing  her  praise. 
And  cheat  myself  with  the  sweet  pain 
That  in  the  spring  Love  blooms  again. 
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MAY  20,  1771 — ^jiist  a  century  npo,  larking  | 
a  year — was  a  great  day  in  the  quaint 
Bavarian  city  of  Niirnberg ;  for  on  that  day 
was  laid  the  foundation-stone  of  a  monument 
to  the  memory  of  Albert  Durer,  the  greatest 
citizen  of  that  old  town,  who  had  been  bom 
there  just  three  centuries  before.  On  another 
May -day,  in  1840,  threescore  and  ten  years 
later,  this  monument  was  formally  finished  bv 
the  erection  of  a  bronze  statue,  the  work  of  the 
great  sculptor  Ranch.  Monument  and  statue 
stand  in  plain  view  of  all  men,  in  the  public 
place,  now^  named  Durer  Platz,  hard  by  the 
house  where  Albert  Durer  passed  many  years 
of  a  prosperous  life — a  house  which  was  most 
likely  old  three  centuries  ago,  and  yet  so  sol- 
idly built  that  it  may  look  scarcely  older  three 
centuries  hence. 


This  statue  of  Durer  represents  a  man  of 
middle  life,  standing  in  an  attitude  of  calm  re- 
pose. The  face  is  closely  modeled  after  a  por- 
trait of  Durer,  painted  when  he  was  of  the  age 
of  eight-and-twenty.  The  likeness  between 
this  face  and  that  which  great  painters  have 
chosen  to  set  forth  the  countenance  of  the  Re- 
deemer of  the  World  is  striking.  This  as- 
sumed portrait  of  the  Saviour  is  possibly  main- 
ly ideal;  but  in  its  general  aspect  it  can  be 
traced  so  far  back,  and  through  so  many  chan- 
nels, that  it  is  no  very  violent  stretch  of  faith  to 
trust  that  this  one  pictured  face  which  look*; 
down  from  so  many  altar-pieces  all  over  Chris- 
tendom is  not  unlike  that  worn  by  Him  who 
in  the  beginning  was  with  God,  and  who  was 
God,  what  time  He  "  became  flesh  and  dwelt 
among  us."    In  any  case,  it  can  not  be  other 
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than  pleasant  to  know  that  the  face  of  tlie  first 
great  C'hristian  ])aintor  was  not  unlike  tliat 
which  other  great  painters  have  chosen  as  the 
one  best  fitted  to  represent  the  character  of 
the  Christ. 

A  quaint  old  German  poem  describes  Niirn- 
berg  as — 

"That  ancient,  free,  imperial  town, 
Forever  fair  and  yoiinj^, 
Wliere  Albert  Durcr  plied  his  art, 
And  llans  Sachs  pegged  and  sung." 

The  word  "free,"  applied  to  a  German 
town  of  the  Middle  Ages,  conveys  a  weight  of 
meaning  w  hich  we  of  this  country  and  century 
can  hardly  appreciate.  To  men  of  that  day  it 
meant  that  the  citizens  had  sorneliow  set  them- 
selves free  from  the  control  of  their  feudal 
lords.  Sometimes  they  won  this  freedom  by 
tlie  sword ;  sometimes  they  purchased  it  for 
money.  Niirnberg  bought  its  freedom.  For 
centuries  the  Em})eror  had  the  power  of  ap- 
pointing a  "  Burg-grave"  or  Governor,  who  had 
a  fortified  residence  in  the  town.  In  1417  the 
Emperor  chanced  to  be  more  than  usually  in 
need  of  ready  cash.  The  good  burghers  of 
Niirnberg  bought  their  freedom  with  a  great 
j)rice.  To  get  rid  of  their  Burg-grave  they 
paid  to  the  Emperor  120,000  ijuhlen,  which, 
making  due  allowance  for  changes  in  the  valu- 
ation of  money,  may  be  estimated  as  the  equiv- 
alent for  a  million  of  dollars.  They  razed  the 
residence  to  the  ground,  and  for  long  after- 
ward were  ruled  by  a  council  of  their  own 
choice.  The  free  city  grew  to  be  a  centre  of 
industry.    The  first  gun-lock  ever  made  was  I 


fabricated  at  Niirnberg.  The  first  watches 
which  a  man  could  carry  in  his  pocket  were 
made  at  Niirnberg.  They  were  round-looking 
affairs  ;  people  called  them  "  Niirnberg  Eggs 
in  fadt,  a  watcli  of  that  day  looked  much  like  a 
big  egg.  It  would  keep  time  only  inditlerent- 
ly.  Yet  we  think  that  any  one  of  our  great 
Watch  Companies  would  give  half  a  dozen  of 
their  best  productions  in  exchange  for  a  genu- 
ine old  "Niirnberg  Egg."  Conteni])orary  with 
Diirer,  though  a  few  years  younger,  was  Boll- 
man,  locksmith  and  dock-nuiker,  whom  the 
Emperor  Charles  V.  had  conveyed  in  a  sedan 
chair  all  the  way  to  Vienna  to  ])ut  his  watch 
right.  This  watch  was  doid>tless  a  "Niirn- 
berg Egg,"  and  out  of  Niirnberg  there  was  not 
a  man  who  could  repair  it.  Nurnbcrg,  in  the 
time  of  Durer,  was  one  of  the  chief  cities  of 
Europe.  It  had  a  population  of  100,000 — near- 
ly double  what  it  now  contains.  In  wealth 
and  sj)k'ndor  it  exceeded  London  or  Baris,  and 
was  oidy  surpassed  by  Genoa  and  Venice.  It 
suffered  greatly  during  the  Thirtvr Years'  War, 
and  has  fallen  far  behind  many  of  the  great 
cities  of  Europe  which  were  o!ice  its  inferiors. 
It  is  now  famous  for  the  manufacture  of  toys. 

But  to  us  Niirnberg  is  mainly  interesting  as 
the  home  of  Albert  Durer,  lie  was  born  on 
the  20th  of  May,  1471,*  and  died  on  the  Gth  of 
April,  1528.  His  father,  an  honest.  God-fear- 
ing man,  was  a  skillful  goldsmith,  and  wished 
his  son  to  follow  the  same  i>n)fession.  But  the 
boy's  bent  was  toward  Art ;  aiul  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  he  was  placed  with  Wohlgemutli,  the 
most  noted  painter  in  his  native  city.  In  three 
years  he  learned  all  that  his  master  could  teach 
him.  He  had  before  this  made  good  jjrogress 
in  his  profession.  There  is  extant  a  portrait  of 
himself  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  which  gives  evi- 
dence of  decided  talent. 

At  the  age  of  three-and-twenty  Durer  married 
the  pretty  Agnes  Frey,  who  turned  out  a  sad 
shrew,  and  led  him  an  uncomfortable  life.  Her 
fortune,  most  probably,  enabled  him  to  purchase 
the  house  in  which  he  lived  and  wrought.  It 
still  stands.  It  can  hardly  be  called  a  princely 
mansion.  It  is  entered  through  a  wide  door 
which  admits  into  a  covered  cqurt-yard,  which  is 
really  the  support  for  the  rooms  above,  for  the 
habitable  portions  of  the  house  are  all  up  stairs. 
The  walls  of  the  upper  part  of  the  house  are  of 
that  kind  of  construction  known  as  "half-tim- 
ber." The  second  story  presents  nothing  very 
remarkable ;  but  climbing  up  a  rather  dark  stair- 
way, which  the  foot  of  Durer  must  often  have 
trodden,  almost  four  centuries  ago,  the  travel- 
er of  to-day  reaches  the  third-floor — the  real 
home  of  Albert  Durer.  The  front-room  of  this 
story  is  a  fine  apartment.    It  is  lighted  by  "  win- 

*  This  is  the  accepted  date  of  Dnrer's  birth.  His 
father's  record  simply  says  that  he  was  born  on  "  Fri- 
day, in  Holy  Week,  St.  Prudentius's  Day."  There  is 
some  confusion  in  the  Calendar  ;  some  computations 
make  Good-Friday,  14T1,  to  have  fallen  April  12; 
while  Prudentius's  Day  was  April  6.  If  this  last 
computation  is  accepted,  he  died  on  the  anniversary 
of  his  birth.   We,  however,  accept  the  usual  dates. 
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dows  with  cusped  miillions,"  Avhich  may  be  seen 
in  the  picture  which  we  give  of  Albert  Diirer's 
house.  The  view  from  the  window  of  this 
room  is  quaint  enough.  Dominating  over  all 
is  the  Castle  of  Niirnberg,  whicli  looks  very 
like  a  somewhat  dilapidated  manufjictory.  At 
the  foot  of  the  castle  runs  a  straiglit  street,  bor- 
dered by  odd  edifices,  which  leads  toward  the 
Dnrer  Platz  and  Ranch's  statue.  One  quaint 
building  standing  just  opposite  Durer's  window 
deserves  special  note.  It  overtops  all  its  neigh- 
bors, and  its  high-pitched  roof  is  crowned  by  a 
sort  of  balcony  tower.  This  building  bears  the 
name  of  "Pilate's  House;"  for  therein  resided 
Martin  Koetzel,  who  had  been  twice  to  the  Holy 
Land,  and  had  brought  back  Avith  him  exact 
measurements  of  the  way  to  Calvary  from  the 
supposed  place  of  trial.  He  laid  down  the  dis- 
tances upon  the  map  of  Niirnberg,  making  his 
own  house  to  stand  for  that  of  Pilate,  the  line 
stretching  forward  to  the  cemetery  of  St.  John  ; 
and  upon  this  road,  which  is  now  named  Durer 
vStrasse,  Adam  Kraft  was  erecting  sculptures  of 
the  "  Seven  Agonies,"  which  still  remain  in 
good  preservation. 

Durer's  active  life  measured  the  great  intel- 
lectual uprising  of  the  sixteenth  century.  Two 
years  before  he  set  up  his  studio  in  Niirnberg, 
Columbus  had  discovered  the  New  World. 


Luther  was  singing  for  his  bread  in  the  streets 
of  Eisenacli ;  Raphael  was  making  his  first 
drawings  ;  Michael  Angelo,  three  years  the  jun- 
ior of  Durer,  had  not  begun  that  series  of  works 
which  were  to  entitle  him  to  be  considered  the 
mightiest  artist  whom  the  world  has  yet  known. 
Art  in  Italy  liad  indeed,  within  a  few  years, 
made  rapid  advances.  But  Italy  was  then  a 
long  way  from  Germany  ;  and  Durer  knew 
nothing  of  the  works  of  the  great  Italian  paint- 
ers. He  had  to  be  his  own  master ;  and  even 
when,  in  mid-life,  he  visited  Italy,  the  works 
of  the  great  southern  painters  influenced  him 
but  little.  From  first  to  last  he  was  Albert 
Durer,  the  German.  Italian  painters  were 
wont  to  give  portraits  of  their  mistresses  as  rep- 
resentations of  the  Virgin.  Durer,  too,  painted 
Madonnas  ;  but  none  of  these  were  portraits  of 
women  of  doubtful  character. 

Albert  Durer's  artistic  life  lasted  something 
more  than  thirty  years.  We  believe  that  no 
man,  before  or  since,  has  left  behind  him  for 
so  long  a  period  so  many  memorials  of  his 
labor.  Counting  up  his  works  now  extant, 
after  a  lapse  of  almost  four  centuries,  they 
number — paintings,  engravings,  and  drawings 
— fully  a  thousand,  the  authenticity  of  whieJi  is 
unquestioned,  besides  many  others  in  respect 
to  which  Art  critics  are  in  doubt.    The  list  of 
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the  works,  the  authenticity  of  which  may  be 
considered  proven,  is  about  us  follows :  Paint- 
ings, 230;  engravings  on  copper,  100;  engrav- 
ings on  wood,  2~)0  ;  drawings  and  sketches, 
420.  How  many  may  have  been  lost,  or  have 
escaped  the  observation  of  his  biographers,  no 
man  can  say. 

Albert  Durer's  place  in  Art  is  unquestioned. 
In  grandeur  of  thought,  solemnity  of  feeling, 
and  tenderness  of  expression  he  found  no  equal, 
and  left  no  superior.  Yet  it  must  be  admitted 
that  there  was  running  through  all  his  works  a 
vein  of  grotesqueness,  which,  in  a  measure, 
mars  their  artistic  value.  Something  of  this 
may  be  owing  to  his  mixed  blood.  On  his 
father's  side  he  was  Hungarian.  His  paternal 
ancestors  were  sprung  from  the  wild  hordes 
that  Attila  led  into  Europe.  Wherever  they 
settled  they  "  occupied  themselves  with  cattle 
and  horses,"  as  Albert  says  of  his  immediate 
paternal  ancestors.  On  his  mother's  side  he 
was  German ;  and  thus  he  inherited  two  oppo- 
site strains  of  character — the  wild  Oriental  and 
the  sober  Teutonic  :  both,  though  from  a  dif- 
ferent point,  opposed  to  the  Latin  form  of  cul- 
ture which  had  for  generations  been  the  only 
type  of  Christendom. 

When  the  great  uprising  of  the  North  of  Eu- 
rope against  the  South  took  place — which  we 
call  the  Reformation,  of  whi'ch  Luther  was  the 
occasion  rather  than  the  cause — NUrnberg  was 
among  the  communities  which  took  sides  with 
the  Reformers.  It  was  by  accident  that  the 
famous  Diet  was  held  at  Worms,  rather  than 
at  NUrnberg.    Albert  Durer  entered  heart  and  < 


soul  into  the  new  fiiith.  In  L521  Luther  sud- 
denly disa])peared.  Durer's  record  of  this  in 
his  journal  is  the  most  notable  thing  which  he 
ever  wrote : 

"Friday  before  Pentecost  the  cry  reaches  us  that 
Martiu  Luther  has  been  treacherously  seized.  Under 
escort  of  the  Kaiser's  guards,  and  traveling  with  a 
safe-conduct,  it  seems  that  he  was  abandoned  in  a 
solitary  place  near  Eisenach.  The  herald  declared  he 
ceased  any  longer  to  be  his  guide,  and  so  quitted  him  ; 
immediately  ten  horsemen  emerged  and  laid  hands  ou 
him.  So  this  man,  enlightened  by  the  Holy  Ghost  to 
be  the  continuer  of  the  true  faith,  has  disappeared ! 
Have  they  murdered  him  ?  I  do  not  know.  If  he  has 
suftered,  it  is  for  the  Christian  truth  against  the  un- 
christian Papacy,  which  works  against  the  freedom  of 
Christ,  exacting  from  us  our  blood  and  sweat  there- 
with to  noiu'ish  itself  in  idleness,  while  the  peoples 

famish  God  of  heaven,  have  pity  upon  us  !  O 

Lord  Jesu  xpe  !  pray  for  thy  people.  Save  us  iu  thy 
right  time  ;  preserve  in  us  the  true  faith  ;  collect  thy 
widely  wandering  sheep  through  thy  voice  in  the 

Bible,  called  the  Word  of  God  O  God  !  make  thy 

poor  people  free,  now  bound  by  commandments  and 
laws  causing  them  to  sin  against  conscience.  O  God ! 
never  were  men  so  cruelly  put  down  under  human 
laws  as  under  those  of  the  Roman  Chair,  men  who 
were  saved  by  thy  precious  blood,  and  made  free 

Christians  

"And  so  this  man,  who  has  written  more  clearly 
than  any  other  for  140  years,  to  whom  Thou  hast  given 
a  spirit  so  evangelic,  being  gone,  raise  us  up  another 
who  will  be  able  to  gather  all  the  world  into  the  faith, 
and  bring  Turks,  Pagans,  Indians  within  the  Christian 
fold.  But  Lord,  Thou,  whose  Sou  Ihs  XS  died  by  the 
priests,  was  raised  and  ascended  into  heaven,  hast 
willed  that  his  follower,  Martin  Luther,  may  be  killed 
treacherously  through  the  Pope's  hirelings,  raise  again 
the  spirit  of  this  apostle.  As  Jerusalem  was  destroj'ed 
of  old,  so  destroy  with  thy  power  the  Chair  of  Eome. 
Give  us  a  new  Jerusalem,  adorned  with  the  splendors 
as  written  iu  the  Apocalypse,  a  new  Evangel  cleared 
i  of  human  commentaries. 
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"Every  one  sees  how  clear  the  doctrine  in  Luther's 
books  is  announced,  and  how  it  conforms  to  the  holy 

Evangel  If  Luther  is  dead,  who  will  explain  to  us 

the  Evangel  with  the  same  clearness  ?  How  much 
might  he  not  have  still  written  in  ten  or  twenty 
years !  All  you  pious  Christians,  deplore  with  me 
the  loss  of  this  man,  and  pray  the  Lord  that  he  will 
send  another  guide.  O  Erasmus  of  Rotterdam,  where 
wilt  thou  remain  ?  Wilt  thou  see  the  injustice  and 
blind  tyranny  of  the  powers  now  ruling?  Hear  me. 
Knight  of  Christ !  Ride  by  the  side  of  our  Lord  XS. 
Old  "as  thou  art,  and  but  a  feeble  creature,  thou  too 
mayst  win  the  martyr's  crown,  I  heard  thee  say 
that  thou  wilt  only  give  thyself  two  years  for  work ; 
employ  them  well  for  the  love  of  the  Evangel  and  the 
true  faith.  Make  thy  voice  heard :  the  Roman  Chair, 
even  the  gates  of  hell,  will  not  prevail  against  thee ; 
and  if  thou  reachest  thy  journey's  end  in  the  same 
manner  as  thy  Master  Christ,  with  pain  and  ignominy 
—if  thy  days  are  a  little  shortened,  through  death  life 
will  come,  and  through  Christ  thou  wilt  be  made 
glorious.  Drinking  of  his  cup,  thou  wilt  reign  and 
judge  with  him.    O  Erasmus!  may  God,  thy  judge, 

be  glorified  in  thee  !  May  the  Divine  Will  help  us 

to  the  beatitudes  at  last.  Glory  to  the  Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Ghost,  one  God  I  Amen." 

This  burst  of  enthusiasm  and  indignation 
was,  as  far  as  Luther  was  concerned,  without 
cause.  His  supposed  abduction  was  ph\nned, 
with  his  own  consent,  by  his  fast  friend,  the 
Elector  of  Saxony,  and  probably  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  Emperor  Charles  V.,  as  the 
only  means  of  preserving  him  from  the  perse- 
cutions of  his  enemies.  He  was  conveyed  to  the 
Castle  of  Wartburg — his  "Patmos,"  as  he  was 
wont  to  call  it — where  he  was  hidden  for  ten 
months,  during  which  he  translated  the  New 
Testament.  It  was  soon  evident,  by  the  writ- 
ings which  he  put  forth,  that  Luther  was  alive 
and  in  safety  ;  but  where  he  was  concealed  was 
known  only  to  a  few  trusty  adherents. 

Great  as  were  Durer's  merits  as  a  painter,  it 
is  by  his  engravings  that  he  is  best  known. 
He  may  properly  be  styled  the  father  of  en- 
graving. Engraving  on  metals  had  long  been 
known.  Silver-smiths  were  accustomed  to  or- 
nament their  work  with  figures  cut  into  the 
metal ;  into  these  lines  they  run  a  black  com- 
pound metal,  easily  fusible,  and  the  whole  being 
polished,  a  beautiful  inlaid  work,  having  black 
figures  on  a  white  ground,  was  the  result.  No- 
thing was  more  natural  than  that  the  artist 
should,  from  time  to  time,  try  the  effect  of  his 
work  by  putting  a  black  pigment  into  the  lines, 
and  then  taking  an  impression  upon  paper  by 
rubbing.  But  for  a  long  time  no  one  thought 
of  taking  such  impressions  for  sale,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  there  was  no  public  which 
wanted  them.  But  when  printing  had  created 
a  reading  public,  a  demand  for  pictures  arose 
simultaneously  in  Germany  and  Italy.  The 
earliest  known  book  so  illustrated  bears  the 
date  of  1461,  ten  years  before  the  birth  of  Al- 
bert Durer.  He  found  the  art  rude,  and  at 
once  brought  it  to  a  point  of  perfection,  in  many 
respects,  hardly  exceeded  at  the  present  time. 

Engraving  on  wood — that  is,  cutting  away  all 
except  the  lines  of  the  picture,  leaving  these 
standing  in  relief — was  of  much  older  date,  but 
extremely  rude.  For  a  long  time  it  was  chief- 
ly used  for  the  production  of  playing-cards ; 


and  the  face  cards  of  our  present  packs  are  a 
fair  representation  of  the  work  executed.  Later, 
cheap  books  for  the  people  were  thus  illustra- 
ted, but  the  pictures  were  hardly  superior  to 
those  on  the  playing-cards.  While  Durer  was 
a  boy,  whole  Bibles  were  printed,  profusely  il- 
lustrated in  the  same  rude  style.  The  wood- 
cutter (Foi-7nscJineider)  was  a  mere  mechanic, 
his  business  being  just  to  cut  away  the  parts  of 
the  block  not  covered  by  the  lines  drawn  by  the 
designer.  Before  Durer  no  person  worthy  to 
be  styled  an  artist  had  ever  undertaken  these 
drawings.  He  early  saw  the  availability  of  this 
art,  and  to  it  devoted  much  of  his  time;  and 
soon  had  a  large  number  of  workmen  employed 
in  cutting  his  drawings.  The  sale  of  these  cuts 
probably  furnished  the  greater  part  of  his  in- 
come. 

Durer's  wood-cuts  are  in  themselves  wonders 
of  art.  But  fairly  to  estimate  them  we  must  bear 
in  mind  the  limitations  under  which  they  were 
of  necessity  produced.  In  our  time  the  wood 
engraver  is  not  merely  an  artisan.  He  does  not 
limit  himself  simply  to  reproducing  the  exact 
lines  drawn  for  him  by  the  artist.  He  often 
translates,  as  it  were,  into  lines  the  spirit  and 
eftect  of  what  the  artist  renders  on  the  block  by 
broad  washes  with  the  brush.  Durer  had  no 
such  coadjutors,  trained  by  study  and  practice, 
lie  could  rely  upon  them  only  to  follow  exactly, 
line  by  line,  his  drawing ;  and  he  must  make 
the  drawing  only  such  as  they  could  rej)roducG 
with  the  imperfect  materials  at  their  command. 
The  engraver  of  our  time  uses  only  box-wood, 
the  grain  of  which  is  almost  as  fine  as  that  of 
metal ;  his  blocks  are  cut  across  the  grain,  so 
that  he  works  upon  the  ends  of  a  scries  of  tough 
fibres,  so  closely  packed  together  that  they  are 
hardly  separable  by  the  microscope.  Durer 
had  only  coarser-grained  woods — that  of  the 
pear-tree  being  the  best.  This  wood  was  cut 
into  boards,  and  it  was  impossible  to  produce 
the  exquisitely  fine  lines  which  enter  into  the 
wood-cuts  of  the  present  day,  to  which  they  owe 
what  may  be  called  "effect,"  as  distinguished 
from  the  "  character"  in  design  and  drawing. 
Durer's  most  admirable  cuts  are  therefore  hard- 
ly more  than  outlines,  the  shading  being  inti- 
mated, rather  than  expressed,  by  a  few  simple 
strokes.  Every  thing  had  to  be  boldly  and  sim- 
ply expressed  for  the  use  of  the  wood-cutter ; 
but  his  copper-plate  engravings,  executed  sole- 
ly by  his  own  hands,  show  that  he  was  capable 
of  producing  drawings  upon  the  wood,  which, 
could  they  have  been  engraved,  would  vie  in 
tone  and  color,  in  light  and  shade,  with  the  best 
produced  of  our  own  day. 

Albert  Durer  must  be  considered  as  the  real 
originator  of  the  illustrated  books  and  period- 
icals which  have,  for  the  last  thirty  years,  con- 
stituted such  an  important  portion  of  literature. 
He  was  the  father  of  the  art  of  popular  illustra- 
tion ;  but  he  left  behind  him  no  immediate 
worthy  successor.  Wood -engraving  almost 
became  one  of  the  lost  arts.  Two  centuries 
and  a  half  elapsed  after  the  death  of  the  mas- 
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ter  before  a  work  was  produced  which  could  at 
all  compare  with  those  of  Durer. 

Albert  Durer's  life  was  alike  honorable  and 
honored.  It  was,  indeed,  marked  by  few  stir- 
ring incidents.  He  went  twice  to  Northern 
Italy  ;  and  made  several  journeys  through  Ger- 
many and  the  Netherlands,  every  where  received 
with  respect  and  veneration.  The  Emperor 
Maximilian  appointed  him  court-painter,  and 
in  his  honor  Durer  executed  two  of  the  most 
wonderful  panoramic  engravings  ever  produced. 
One  of  these,  "  The  Triumphal  Chariot  of  Maxi- 
milian," consists  of  eight  large  blocks.  The 
other,  "The  Triumphal  Arch  of  Maximilian," 
consists  of  ninety-two  blocks,  making  in  all  an 
engraved  surface  of  eleven  feet  by  ten.  When 
put  together,  the  whole  represents  three  doors 
approached  by  steps,  and  divided  and  surmount- 
ed by  columns  and  panels.  The  whole  decora- 
tion is  wild  and  fantastic.  The  capitals  of  the 
pillars  are  composed  of  living  eagles  and  storks. 
On  the  panels  and  in  the  niches  are  men-at- 
arms,  and  portraits  of  all  the  Kaisers  who  had 
preceded  Maximilian,  surrounded  by  endless 
wreaths  of  vine-leaves.  But  Durer's  great 
fame  rests  upon  his  copper-plate  engravings, 
and  upon  four  series  of  Scriptural  illustrations. 
There  are  sixteen  illustrations  of  the  Apoca- 
lypse, and  twenty  illustrations  of  the  life  of  the 
Virgin.  Greater  than  either  are  the  two  series 
upon  the  life  of  the  Saviour :  the  first,  known 
as  the  "Greater  Passion,"  consists  of  twelve 
pictures,  fifteen  inches  by  ten  and  three-quar- 
ters, commencing  with  the  "  Crown  of  Thorns," 
and  closing  with  "Christ  taking  the  First  Re- 
deemed from  Hades,"  or,  as  the  old-mystery 
playwrights  style  it,  "The  Harrowing  of 
Hades."  Of  this  series,  "The  Last  Supper," 
"The  Seizing  of  Christ,"  "The  Mocking," 
"Bearing  the  Cross,"  and  "  The  Crucifixion," 
are  among  the  noblest  works  of  Christian  Art. 
The  "Little  Passion"  comprises  thirty-seven 
pictures,  five  inches  by  nearly  four.  In  these 
days  of  Dore  illustrations,  no  nobler  work  could 
be  performed  than  the  publication  of  these  two 
"  Passions"  of  Albert  Durer. 

A  brief  memorandum,  written  by  Durer  not 
long  before  his  death,  gives  an  insight  into  his 
worldly  circumstances.    He  says  :  "I  have  not 


had  a  great  chance  to  become  rich,  and  have 
had  many  losses ;  having  lent  without  being  re- 
paid, and  my  work-people  have  not  reckoned 
with  me ;  also  my  agent  at  Rome  died,  after 
using  up  my  property.  Half  of  this  loss  was 
thirteen  years  ago.  Still  we  have  good  house- 
furnishing  :  clothing,  costly  things,  as  earthen- 
ware, professional  fittings-up,  bed-furnishings, 
chests  and  cabinets ;  and  my  stock  of  colors  is 
worth  a  hundred  guldens.''^  Pirkheimer,  Durer's 
life-long  friend,  says  that  he  left  to  his  childless 
wife  more  than  6000  florins.  Stating  this  in 
money  of  our  day,  it  may  be  put  down  at  from 
$50,000  to  $100,000;  a  large  fortune  at  that 
time.  Moreover,  she  had,  besides  the  house, 
the  plates  of  his  engravings,  from  which  the 
thrifty  woman  doubtless  realized  a  consider- 
able income. 

Albert  Durer  died  on  the  6th  of  April,  1528, 
if  one  account  is  authentic,  on  his  fifty-eighth 
birthday.  He  was  borne  in  solemn  pomp  to 
his  grave  in  the  cemetery  of  St.  John,  along 
the  way  visible  from  the  windows  of  his  house, 
marked  by  Adam  Kraft's  "Stations,"  upon 
which  he  had  often  looked.  The  tombstone 
was  a  solid  block,  with  a  bronze  tablet  let  in, 
bearing  this  inscription,  by  his  old  friend  Pirk- 
heimer, who  in  two  years  was  to  follow  him  to 
the  Silent  Land : 

ME.  AL.  DU. 

QUiDQUiD  ALBERTI  DURERI  mortale 

FUIT  SUB  HOC  CONDITUR  TUMULO. 
EMIGRAVIT 
VIII  IDUS  APRILIS, 
MDXXVIII. 

A  century  and  a  half  after  the  death  of  Du- 
rer, Sandrart,  the  historian  of  German  painters, 
visiting  Niirnberg,  found  this  monument  a  ruin. 
He  caused  it  to  be  restored  and  beautified,  add- 
ing two  inscriptions  :  one  in  Latin,  the  other  in 
German.    The  latter  may  be  thus  translated  : 

"  Rest  here,  thou  Prince  of  Painters  !  thou  who  wast 

better  than  great, 
In  many  arts  unequaled  in  the  old  time  or  the  late. 
Earth  thou  didst  paint  and  garnish,  and  now  in  thy 

new  abode 

Thou  paintest  the  holy  things  overhead  in  the  city 
of  God. 

And  we,  as  our  patron  saint,  look  up  to  thee  ever  will, 
And  crown  with  laurel  the  dust  here  left  with  us  still." 
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SMOKING  THE  GLASS. 

THE  SPOTS  IN  THE  SUN. 

IT  would  seem  that  tlie  object  in  nature 
which  is  of  all  others  most  conspicuous, 
and  most  completely  open  to  the  observation 
and  even  to  the  close  scrutiny  of  man,  is  the 
sun  ;  and  yet  this  is  the  object  which,  in  respect 
to  its  constitution  and  the  character  of  the  va- 
rious phenomena  wliich  it  presents,  is  involved 
in  the  most  complete  and  impenetrable  mys- 
tery. It  is  the  great  standing  riddle  of  the 
universe.  A  hundred  successive  generations 
of  observers,  learned  and  unlearned,  from  the 
Chaldean  shepherds  of  Abraham's  day  to  the 
accomplished  mathematical  astronomers  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  have  studied  it  in  vain. 
They  are  all  utterly  and  hopelessly  at  fiiult  in 
their  attempts  to  coni])rehend  tlie  nature  and  the 
cause,  either  of  the  glowing  heat  and  dazzling 
brilliancy  of  the  shining  portion  of  its  surface, 
or  of  the  intense  central  blackness  and  shadowy 
penumbra  of  the  dark  spots  which  appear  from 
time  to  time  upon  its  disk,  and  float  like  clouds, 
in  fantastic  and  ever-changing  forms,  till  they 
finally  melt  away  and  disappear.  Of  the  math- 
ematical and  mechanical  relations  of  the  sun  to 
the  celestial  bodies  within  his  influence — rela- 
tions which  are  removed  beyond  the  bounda- 
ries of  sense,  and  only  to  be  reached  by  means 
of  the  most  exact  and  long-continued  astronom- 
ical observations,  and  of  the  nicest  and  most 
complicated  processes  of  mathematical  analv- 
sis— almost  every  thing,  it  would  seem,  that 
comes  within  the  limits  of  human  cognizance, 
is  known.  But  of  the  physical  constitution  of 
the  orb,  and  of  the  nature  of  those  phenomena 
which  it  exhibits,  that  lie  open,  as  it  were,  to  the 
gaze  of  all  mankind,  every  thing  is  involved  in 
inscrutable  myster}'. 

The  appearances  have  all  been  very  carefullv 
and  laboriously  studied,  and  various  crude  and 
fanciful  speculations  and  theories  have  been 
advanced  to  account  for  them.  These  specu- 
lations are,  however,  all  entirely  unsatisfactory. 


They  are  founded  on  analogies 
drawn  from  our  terrestrial  experi- 
ences of  the  nature  and  action  of 
incandescent  substances,  while  in 
all  probability  there  are  involved  in 
the  constitution  of  such  a  body  as 
the  sun  modes  of  existence  and  ac- 
tion, both  in  respect  to  matter  and 
force,  of  which  we  have  around  us 
on  this  earth  no  experience,  and 
can,  of  course,  have  no  adequate 
conception. 

The  object  of  this  article,  how- 
ever, is  not  to  discuss  these  theories 
and  speculations,  but  only  to  pre- 
sent to  the  reader  the  results  of  the 
most  recent  observations  made  upon 
the  sun's  disk,  by  means  of  the  most 
I)Owerful  instruments,  as  represent- 
ed by  careful  drawings,  copied  from 
photographs,  made  under  the  direc- 
tion of  French  astronomers. 
That  the  black  spots  which  appear  from  time 
to  time  n])on  the  sun's  disk  are  actually  upon 
the  surface  of  the  orb  itself,  and  not  caused  by 
opaque  bodies  revolving  in  space  at  a  distance 
from  the  sun,  and  passing  across  his  disk  from 
time  to  time,  so  as  to  intercept  a  portion  of  his 
light,  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  when  they  dis- 
appear on  one  side,  and  then  afterward  reap- 
pear again  on  the  other,  which  often  hajjpens, 
the  interval  of  disap])earance  is  always  the  same 
as  the  time  that  they  continue  in  sight.  This 
evidently  could  not  be  the  case  if  the  phenom- 
ena were  due  to  bodies  revolving  at  a  distance 
from  the  sun,  since  it  would  be  only  a  small  por- 
tion of  the  orbit  of  such  bodies  that  would  come 
between  us  and  the  disk  in  the  course  of  its  rev- 
olution, and  consequently  the  times  of  appear- 
ance and  disap})earance  would  be  very  unequal. 
The  spots  on  the  sun  are  sometimes,  though 
not  very  often,  of  such  magnitude  that  they  can 
be  seen  by  the  naked  eye.  To  make  it  possi- 
ble to  look  directly  at  the  dazzling  surface  as- 
tronomers employ  darkly-colored  glasses  to  in- 
tercept a  portion  of  the  rays.  By  ordinary  ob- 
servers glass  covered  with  a  film  of  smoke,  by 
being  held  in  the  flame  of  a  lamp  or  candle,  is 
used.  Some  precaution  is  necessary,  in  smok- 
ing the  glass  in  this  way,  to  prevent  cracking  it, 
by  heating  any  one  portion  of  it  too  suddenly. 

The  smoked  glass  answers  the  purpose  suffi- 
ciently well  for  sudden  and  temporary  emerg- 
encies ;  but  for  permanent  use  astronomers  em- 
ploy a  helioscope,  which  is  much  more  conven- 
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ient.  This  instrument  con- 
sists of  two  wedge  -  shaped 
plates  of  ghiss — one  of  a  very 
dark  color,  and  the  other  per- 
fectly transparent — made  to 
fit  each  other  very  exactly, 
and  set  together  in  a  suitable 
frame,  as  shown  in  the  en- 
graving. The  frame  is  rect- 
angular in  form,  and  of  a 
width  and  length  convenient 
for  the  eyes,  and  is  provided 
with  a  handle.  The  plates  of 
glass  are  so  fitted  together,  as 
shown  in  the  second  figure, 
which  presents  a  sectional 
view  of  the  plates  of  glass, 
that  the  thick  part  of  one 
plate,  ABC,  lies  upon  the 
thin  part  of  the  other,  C  B  D. 
The  thickness  of  the  glass, 
therefore,  through  which  the 
rays  have  to  pass  is  the  same 
every  where,  and  there  is, 
therefore,  no  refraction  to  dis- 
tort the  image,  while  by  mov- 
ing the  instrument  along  be- 
fore the  eyes  the  image  may 
be  made  more  bright  or  more 
obscure  at  pleasure.  At  S  E, 
for  example,  the  rays  pass 
through  a  greater  portion  of 
the  dark  glass  than  at  S'  E'. 

These  simple  contrivances 
answer  very  well  for  viewing 
the  sun  with  the  naked  eye ; 
but  great  difficulties  have 
been  encountered  by  astronomers  in  devising 
eflfectual  and  convenient  means  of  enfeebling 
the  rays  in  the  use  of  powerful  telescopes. 
Some  kinds  of  colored  glass,  it  was  found,  in- 
tercepted the  rays  of  light,  but  allowed  the 
heat  to  pass  freely ;  while  others,  which  ab- 
sorbed the  heat,  did  not  sensibly  diminish  the 
dazzling  intensity  of  the  light.  Without  great 
care,  moreover,  the  plate  or  plates  of  colored 
glass,  by  a  more  or  less  irregular  refraction  of 
the  rays,  affected  unfavorably  the  distinctness 
of  the  image. 

These  difficulties  have  at  length  been  in  part 
avoided  and  in  part  overcome  in  the  use  of  an 
arrangement  by  wdiich  a  magnified  image  of  the 
sun  is  received  upon  a  white  screen,  like  the 
picture  in  a  camera  obscura,  where  it  can  be 
studied,  in  all  its  aspects  and  peculiarities,  by 
the  observer  at  his  leisure,  and  drawings  and 
photographs  taken  with  great  facility. 

By  means  of  this  arrangement,  and  with  the 
aid  of  other  resources  at  the  command  of  scien- 
tific men  at  the  present  day,  the  study  of  the 
phenomena  exhibited  to  our  view  on  the  surface 
of  the  sun  has  recently  made  great  progress. 

The  spots,  some  of  which  are  almost  always 
to  be  seen  by  means  of  powerful  telescopes,  are 
of  the  most  fantastic  forms ;  but,  with  few  ex- 
ceptions, each  one  consists  of  an  almost  entirely 
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black  central  portion,  surrounded  by  a  gray  or 
semi-luminous  border,  which  is  called  the  pe- 
numbra, and,  somewhat  like  clouds  floating  in 
the  sky,  they  change  their  form  from  day  to 
day,  as.  they  are  borne  slowly  along  by  the  rev- 
olutjon  of  the  sun.  They  are  sometimes  small 
and  circumscribed  in  form,  at  others  extreme- 
ly irregular,  spreading  into  the  most  fantastic 
forms,  but  always,  or  nearly  always,  bordered 
by  the  penumbra. 

Many  of  these  spots,  though  occupying  but  a 
small  space  apparently  upon  the  sun's  disk,  are 
really  of  immense  magnitude.  Vast  numbers 
of  them  are  so  large  that  if,  as  has  often  been 
supposed,  they  are  cavities  in  a  luminous  envel- 
ope surrounding  the  sun,  a  body  of  the  magni- 
tude of  this  earth  might  be  dropped  into  them 
without  touching  the  sides  ;  and  some  that  have 
been  observed  and  measured  would  admit  in 
this  manner  bodies  of  from  fifty  to  a  hundred 
times  the  bulk  of  this  globe. 

The  evidence  which  led  many  astronomers  to 
conclude  that  these  spots  are  of  the  nature  of 
cavities,  and  not  of  protuberances,  upon  the 
surface  of  the  sun,  is  derived  from  certain  pe- 
culiar changes  in  the  form  of  the  spot,  which 
take  place  as  it  passes  away  from  the  centre  of 
the  disk,  where  it  is  presented  directly  to  view, 
toward  the  limb,  where  it  is  seen  obliquely. 
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These  changes  are 
represented  in  the  ad- 
johiing  engraving.  It 
is  phiin  that  if  the  spots 
were  protuberances — 
the  penumbra  sur- 
rounding them  form- 
ing the  sides — the  por- 
tion of  the  penumbra 
lying  to  the  right  of  the 
spot  would  gradual- 
ly become  concealed, 
Avhile  that  on  the  left 
side  would  come  more 
and  more  directly 
into  view,  as  the  spot 
moved  from  the  centre 
toward  the  right  limb 
of  the  sun,  as  viewed 

by  the  spectator.  The  contrary  is,  however, 
always  found  to  be  the  fact,  as  shown  in  the 
engraving.  This  phenomenon  is  generally  con- 
sidered as  proving  satisfiictorily  that  the  spots 
are  of  the  nature  of  cavities  opening  in  some 
kind  of  bright  gaseous  or  liquid  envelope  sur- 
rounding the  sun,  and  disclosing  a  view  of 
something  dark,  or  at  least  of  something  hav- 
ing the  effect  of  a  dark  object  on  our  vision. 
This  vast  envelope,  of  such  exceeding  brill- 
iancy, and  in  a  state  of  the  most  intense  and 
violent  commotion,  is  supposed  to  be  tiie  source 
from  which  the 'heat  and  light  come  that  em- 
anate from  the  sun,  and  is  called  the  photo- 
sphere. 

The  difference  which  is  observed  in  the 
breadth  of  the  penumbra  on  the  different  sides 
of  the  spots,  as  well  as  the  elongated  appear- 
ance of  the  spots  themselves  as  they  approach 
the  margin  of  the  sun,  is  anotlier  proof,  inde- 
pendently of  the  reason  already  given,  that  the 
macula?  are  ])henomena  ])ertaining  to  the  sur- 
face of  the  sun  itself,  and  are  not  caused  by  tiic 
transit  of  bodies  at  a  distance  from  the  orb,  and 
passing  across  his  disk  in  the  course  of  their 


XUE  I' I,  AN  EX  MKRODEY. 


APPEARANCES  INDICATING  CAVITIES. 

I  revolution  in  their  orbit.  This  will  be  made 
plain  by  the  accompanying  engraving,  which 
shows  very  clearly  the  difference  of  apj)earance 
])resented  in  the  two  cases.  One  of  the  figures 
rej)resents  the  planet  Mercury  just  leaving  the 
limb  of  the  sun,  as  seen  in  the  transit  of  No- 
vember, 18G8;  while  the  other  shows  the  aspect 
which  certain  spots  ])resented  at  the  same  time, 
and  in  nearly  the  same  position  in  respect  to 
the  limb,  though  in  a  different  part  of  the  disk. 
The  j)lanet,  it  will  be  observed,  preserves  the 
circular  form  of  its  section,  as  we  should  ex- 
pect in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  dark  spot 
formed  by  it  on  the  sun's  disk  is  produced  bv 
the  interccittion  of  a  jx^rtion  of  tiie  rays  by  a 
spherical  body  at  a  distance  from  it;  while  the 
solar  spots,  revolving  with  the  mass  of  the  sun, 
are  seen  obliquely  as  they  a|)i)roach  the  lind), 
and  are  much  elongated  by  the  jjcrspective  ef- 
fect. 

Tlie  photosphere,  as  the  supposed  igneous 
envelope  forming  the  radiant  surface  of  the 
sun  is  called,  is  j)erhaps  ])()pularly  conceived  of 
as  existing  in  a  calm,  tranquil,  and  unchang- 
ing condition,  though  constantly  pouring  forth 
streams  of  heat  and  light  of  such  intense  and 
dazzling  brilliancy.  As  seen  without  any  scien- 
tific aids  to  the  vision,  this  is  the  aspect  which 
it  presents ;  but  when  viewed  through  power- 
ful telescopes,  this  seeming  quiescence  and  uni- 
formity disaj)pears,  and  the  whole  surface  is 
found  to  be  in  a  state  of  the  most  violent  action 
and  agitation.  The  surface  becomes  variegated 
too  l)y  forms  and  figures  of  different  degrees  of 
brilliancy,  which  are  continually  varying  in  con- 
tour and  position,  and  melting  into  each  other 
in  changes  which,  to  be  seen  at  all  at  such  a 
distance,  must  be  produced  by  movements  of 
enormous  magnitude,  and  of  vast  rapidity  of 
action.  The  general  surface  is  every  where 
mottled  with  a  kind  of  brilliant  efflorescence, 
and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  spots  a  mysterious 
configuration  appears  called  the  willow  leaves, 
from  the  resemblance  to  a  group  of  willow  leaves 
lying  on  the  ground.  In  some  parts  these  leaves 
lie  mingled  confusedly,  crossing  each  other  in 
soLAK  SPOTS,    every  direction.    In  other  parts,  especially  in 
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the  penumhrce  of  the  spots,  tliere  is  a  tendency 
to  regular  arrangement,  and  especially  to  a  con- 
vergent direction  toward  the  centre  of  the  spot. 
Sometimes  lines  of  these  figures  extend  out 
across  a  spot,  forming  what  Nasmyth,  the  as- 
tronomer who  first  observed  them,  named  hi- 
minous  bridges.  The  engraving  representing 
these  appearances  is  not  a  fancy  sketch,  but  an 
exact  copy  of  a  group  of  spots,  and  of  the  sur- 
rounding surface  of  the  sun,  as  seen  by  Nasmyth 
on  the  5th  of  June,  1864. 

The  mottled  appearance  of  the  photosphere, 
as  observed  by  the  aid  of  the  most  powerfid 
telescopes,  is  still  more  distinctly  shown  in  the 
next  engraving,  which  records  an  observation 
made  by  Huggins.    The  granulations  of  light 


■which  form  the  mottling  of  the  surface  are  of 
a  form  somewhat  resembling  grains  of  rice,  to 
which  they  have  sometimes  been  compared,  and 
are  very  curiously  grouped.  The  nature  and 
the  cause  of  them,  as  of  every  thing  else  relating 
to  the  physical  constitution  of  the  sun,  is  en- 
veloped in  unfathomable  mystery. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  spots  in  the  sun  do 
not  appear  indiscriminately  in  all  parts  of  the 
disk.  They  are  chiefly  confined  to  a  zone  ex- 
tending some  30°  or  40°  on  each  side  of  the 
equator.  It  is  true  that  those  existing  at  a 
distance  from  the  equator  toward  either  pole 
would  be  seen  more  or  less  obliquely,  and  would 
consequently  come  less  distinctly  into  view. 
The  smaller  ones,  situated  far  to  the  northward 
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of  the  dark  spots,  but  also 
of  the  bright  lines  and  spaces 
which  diversify  the  general 
surfoce  of  the  sun,  though 
seemingly  gradual  and  slow, 
as  they  appear  to  us  at  the 
enormous  distance  from 
which  we  view  them,  are 
really  effected  with  prodig- 
ious ra])idity,  and  imply  a 
continual  and  inconceivably 
intense  action,  of  some  na- 
ture or  other,  among  the  con- 
stituents of  the  photosphere. 
But  the  most  striking 
proofs  of  the  prodigious  in- 
tensity of  the  action  which 
is  taking  i)lace  in  the  sun, 
and  the  enormous  magni- 
tude of  the  movements  in- 
duced by  it,  are  afforded  by 
the  views  which  are  pre- 
sented at  the  time  of  a  to- 
tal eclipse.  If  the  surfiice 
of  the  orb  were  really  bor- 
dered by  the  smooth,  well- 
defined,  and  quiescent, 
though  dazzling,  envelop- 
ment whicii  it  seems  to  pre- 
sent to  view  in  ordinary 
vision,  the  intervention  of 
the  moon,  when  the  disk 
was  entirely  covered,  would 
completely     suppress  the 

or  southward,  might  from  this  cause,  especially  j  light  from  it  during  the  brief  period  of  totality, 
if  it  should  be  true  that  the  spots  are  of  the  na-  and,  as  it  were,  blot  it  out  entirely  from  the 
ture  of  excavations  or  openings  in  a  liquid  or  ,  heavens.  But  this  is  far  from  being  the  case, 
gaseous  envelope,  entirely  escape  observation.  Although  the  whole  hody  of  the  sun  is  covered, 
But  making  all  necessary  allowance  for  this,  it  |  the  figure  of  the  moon  intervening  is  surround- 
remains  certain  that  the  spots  are  due  to  some  ed  by  a  remarkable  halo  of  bright  light,  wiih 
action  among  the  constituents  of  the  sun  which  protuberances,  and  radiations,  and  corusca- 
is  mainly  confined  to  the  equatorial  regions  of    tions  breaking  out  on  every  side  like  vast  vol- 
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his  surface. 

The  changes  of  form  and  the  movements  of 
the  spots  are  very  exactly  observed  and  record- 
ed by  means  of  cross-lines  in  the  field  of  view 
of  the  telescope.  The  engravings  representing 
this  mode  of  observation  show  the  changes  of 
form  and  position  of  a  spot  which  passed  over 
the  disk  of  the  sun  in  the  fall  of  I8G5,  from 
drawings  made  by  the  English  astronomer  How- 
let.  On  the  upper  margin  of  each  figure  the 
divisions,  in  seconds,  are  marked  for  one  angu- 
lar minute  of  the  surface  ;  and  by  noting  the  re- 
lation of  the  spot  to  these  marks,  and  to  the 
lines  drawn  through  them,  the  reader  Avill  per- 
ceive the  changes,  both  in  the  forms  of  the  spots 
and  in  their  position,  on  the  difl'erent  days  speci- 
fied. It  has  been  shown,  by  careful  observa- 
tions made  in  this  manner,  that  the  spots  do  not 
occupy  a  fixed  position,  as  if  pertaining  to  any 
solid  portion  of  the  orb,  but.  that  they  have  a 
comparatively  slow  motion  upon  the  surface  of 
it,  as  w^ell  as  a  motion  with  the  surface,  in  its 
regular  rotation. 

These  changes  of  form  and  position,  not  only 


canoes,  or  rather  like  rolling  mountains  of  liquid 
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fire.  These  appearances  are  well  represented 
in  the  accompanying  engravings.  They  pre- 
sent a  variety  of  forms,  showing  several  distinct 
kinds  of  action.  There  are  protuberances  of 
intense  light,  which,  as  seen  in  the  telescope, 
show  dilferent  tints  of  color.  There  is,  more- 
over, a  general  glow,  like  a  halo,  surrounding 
the  orb ;  and  at  certain  distances,  as  seen  more 
particularly  in  the  view  of  the  eclipse  of  1868,- 
radiating  beams  of  light,  more  faint  but  more 
extended  than  the  other  coruscations. 

These  incandescent  emanations  are  observed 
to  be  in  a  state  of  incessant  movement.  The 
changes  of  form  and  position  are  of  course,  as 
seen  from  this  enormous  distance,  apparently 
slow.     The  actions,  however,  in  reality  take 


place  on  an  inconceivably  vast  scale,  and  with 
enormous  power  and  rapidity.  In  one  instance 
an  extremely  brilliant  coruscation  was  observed 
to  surge  across  the  disk  at  a  rate  which  carried 
it  in  the  space  of  five  minutes  over  a  distance 
of  more  than  thirty  thousand  miles.  How  in- 
conceivably vast  must  be  the  force  of  an  agency 
which  such  a  movement  as  this  implies! 

These  coruscations  and  corona;,  formed  of 
luminous  emanations  rising  high  above  the  sur- 
face of  the  sun,  were  observed  very  distinctly 
during  the  eclipse  of  the  year  1869,  and  more 
prefect  and  exact  representations  of  them  were 
secured  than  has  ever  been  possible  before,  on 
account  of  the  very  complete  arrangements  for 
photographing  which  the  observers  had  made. 
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In  various  parts  of  the  margin  of  the  disk  rose- 
colored  protuberances,  like  surging  waves  of 
lire,  and  coruscations  shooting  out  for  thousands 
of  miles,  lik^  gigantic  jets  of  flame,  were  seen 
hy  the  eye  and  photographed  by  the  instru- 
ments. 

These  phenomena  have  in  many  respects  the 
appearance  of  those  produced  by  the  process  of 
combustion.  But  combustion  is  simply  the 
union  of  two  or  more  substances  by  an  action 
so  intense  and  rapid  as  to  develop  light  and 
heat  by  the  conversion  of  the  forces  brought 
into  play.  Of  course,  when  violent  it  speedily 
exhausts  itself  by  the  exhaustion  of  the  mate- 
rials. If  the  sun  is  a  fire,  then  the  unanswer- 
able question  arises,  Whence  comes  the  fuel ' 
If  the  source  of  its  light  and  heat  consist  of  flames 
like  those  of  a  lamp,  where  is  the  wick  which 
brings  the  continuous  supply  of  oil?  We  have 
historical  evidence  that  it  has  been  burning  and 
shining  as  now  for  four  or  five  thousand  years, 
and  geological  evidence,  quite  as  conclusive  to 
all  who  impartially  examine  it,  carrying  back 
the  record  for  manv  millions  of  centuries. 


To  sum  up  the  case,  then,  in  respect  to  our 
knowledge  of  the  physical  constitution  of  the 
sun,  we  find  that  the  seeming  regularity  and 
smoothness  of  the  orb,  and  its  homogeneous  and 
quiescent  condition,  are  mere  illusions,  arising 
from  the  immensity  of  the  distance  from  which 
we  view  it.  Its  surface  is,  in  fact,  furrowed  by 
enormous  incandescent  billows,  and  is  in  a  state 
of  incessant  and  violent  commotion.  Enor- 
mous flame-like  coruscations,  in  masses  larger 
than  this  globe,  rise,  and  glow,  and  wave,  and 
then  melt  away  and  disappear.  Some  of  these 
blazing  radiations  appear  to  project  themselves 
forty  or  fifty  thousand  miles  into  the  surround- 
ing space,  though  on  account  of  the  immense 
magnitude  of  the  body  of  the  sun,  and  his  vast 
distance  from  us,  they  do  not  perceptibly  afTect 
the  smoothness  of  the  contour  of  his  disk,  as  it 
appears  from  the  earth,  to  our  unassisted  vision ; 
but  the  real  violence  and  rapidity  of  the  action 
thus  taking  place  are  inconceivable.  On  the 
one  hand  cavities  of  absolute  darkness,  and  on 
the  other  vast  protuberances  of  extraordinary 
and  special  brightness,  form  and  fluctuate  over 
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the  surface,  increasing  and  diminishing  at  the 
rate  of  thousands  of  miles  in  extent  in  very 
brief  periods  of  time. 

It  is  absolutely,  though  not  relatively,  as  if 
the  whole  continent  of  America  were  to  rise 
from  the  sea,  in  the  midst  of  the  most  violent 
commotion,  in  the  night,  and  then  as  sudden- 
ly melt  away  and  disappear  in  the  morn- 
ing. 


Thus  the  sun,  instead  of  existing  in  the  calm, 
placid,  and  unchanging  condition  which  it  ap- 
pears to  assume,  is  in  reality  a  mass  of  seething 
and  surging  incandescence,  deformed  by  inces- 
sant and  tempestuous  agitations  of  surface,  pro- 
duced by  contests  among  forces  the  nature  of 
which  elude  our  research  as  completely  as  the 
enormous  magnitude  and  extent  of  their  effects 
surpass  our  powers  of  conception. 
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AWAY  from  the  cities  the  whole  range  of 
lesser  everyday  wants  turns  for  fulfillment 
to  the  country  store.  And  so  it  becomes  a 
clustering-point  for  all  of  village  life. 

There  is  no  limit  to  its  possibilities.  If  Aunt 
Eunice  wants  an}^  thing,  from  a  wash-tub  to  an 
ounce  of  paregoric,  she  knows  where  to  find  it ; 
but  when  she  broke  her  only  pair  of  spectacles, 
the  other  day,  she  came  to  us  in  doubt. 

"  You  keep  'most  every  thing,"  she  said,  hope- 
fully. 

"  Yes,  I  know ;  but  we  don't  sell  spectacles. 
People  are  so  different,  you  see.  But  there  are 
a  pair  or  two  about  here  somewhere,  if  they 
will  do  you  any  good." 

These  had  come  to  us  from  some  auction  or 
other,  where  were  congregated  the  quaint  and 
useless  relics  of  many  a  previous  sale  —  relics 
that  are  still  destined,  I  doubt  not,  for  further 
kicks  adown  the  vales  of  time  by  auctioneers 
yet  unborn.  I  have  them  before  me  now — 
Vol.  XL.— No,  240.— 53 


stout-rimmed,  cumbrous,  brassy — staring  owl- 
like at  me,  as  if  from  out  the  deepening  twilight 
of  the  past ;  the  glasses  so  scratched  and  dim 
with  use  and  age  that  it  is  easy  to  imagine  that 
within  their  misty  lenses  lingers  the  remem- 
brance of  many  a  vanished  scene,  and  that  they 
feebly  attempt,  as  I  place  them  astride  of  my 
nose,  to  twist  the  familiar  things  at  which  I 
look  into  an  antique  picture  which  shall  be  in 
keeping  with  their  own  venerable  aspect. 

But  they  are  spectacles.  A  rare  spectacle, 
too,  was  the  good  woman's  face  as  she  held 
them  afar,  that  she  might  the  better  inspect 
them  with  her  crippled  eyes. 

"  Goodness  !  Did  you  ever !  How  could 
people  ever  wear  such  things  as  these  ?  I  hope 
you  don't  ever  expect  to  sell  'em  ?" 

But  thus  happily  were  the  resources  of  our 
"  establishment"  vindicated  ;  though  really  less 
ready  we  than  that  other  shop-keeper  of  these 
parts,  who  laid  a  wager  he  could  fill  any  single 
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demand,  and  triumphantly  produced  a  second- 
hand pulpit  which  was  called  for. 

Such  enterprising  spirits  are  not  narrowed 
by  any  study  of  the  known  laws  of  supply  and 
demand.  Within  the  precincts  over  which  I 
have  been  called  to  exercise  a  temporary  charge 
are  gathered  many  things  that  have  long  failed 
to  excite  the  appreciation  of  our  plain  country 
folks — patent  medicines,  powders  and  unguents, 
of  happiest  efficacy  and  illimitable  range  of 
cure ;  polishing  powders,  enough  to  burnish  the 
world  until  it  should  shine  like  another  sun; 
preparations  and  contrivances  needing  a  second 
inventor  to  discover  a  use  for  them  or  to  tell  their 
efficiency — and  which  are  here  awaiting  in  dingy 
and  fly-specked  state  that  hajipy  millennial  time  | 
which  shall  find  for  all  inexplicable  and  slighted 
things  a  full  and  legitimate  use. 

The  country  store-keeper  is  in  some  sort  a 
public  character.  He  finds  himself  u^ed  in  a 
dozen  different  ways  —  as  banker,  oracle,  ref^ 
eree,  newspaper,  directory,  intelligence  man, 
etc. — almost  before  he  is  aware.  Gossip  and 
small-talk  he  should  retail  with  the  same  grace- 
ful alacrity  with  which  he  dispenses  maccaboy 
and  peppermint  drops.  Thoroughly  democrat- 
ic as  an  institution,  "the  store"  recognizes  no 
caste,  and  its  door  swings  freely  open  to  all 
who  come,  whatever  be  their  errands.  An  in- 
viting haunt  for  all  the  idle  ones  among  us,  its 
fireside  on  stormy  or  impracticable  days  draws 
together  its  little  circle,  that  is  ever  shifting  its 
character  and  its  subjects  as  different  persons 
come  and  go.  Sometimes  the  conversation  has 
all  the  interest  that  native  humor  and  penetra- 
tion can  give  it.  But  not  unfrequently  will  it 
subside  into  the  veriest  twaddle.  Eew  and  al- 
most commonplace  as  are  the  occurrences  of 
rural  life,  yet  the  social  requirements  of  the 
village  demand  that  these  be  made  the  most 
of,  that  no  one  may  be  guilty  of  so  indecorous 
a  thing  as  silence  in  his  neighbor's  presence. 
A  meagre  subject  soon  gets  worn  distressingly 
thin  by  this  rapid  process  of  tongues,  and  he  be- 
fore whom  the  ascendant  topics  rehearse  them- 
selves more  frequently  than  any  other,  may 
find  himself  growing  strangely  indifferent  at 
times.  The  unusual  weather  will  fiiil  to  in- 
spire him,  and  he  is,  perchance,  unfascinated 
even  by  the  recent  mishap  to  Mr.  Wiggins's 
cow.  Strange,  that  of  all  the  persons  coming 
hither,  and  feeling  themselves  in  duty  bound  | 
to  chat  about  something,  so  few  should  leave 
behind  them  any  thing  really  worth  remember- 
ing. I  once  heard  a  witty  person  say,  "  Never 
talk  unless  you  say  something;"  and  I  have  at 
times  entertained  the  desperate  thought  of  em- 
blazoning his  words  above  our  store.  But 
then  we  have  some  visitors  whom  I  would  not 
silence  for  the  world. 

Perhaps  a  more  buoyant  and  self-sacrificing 
nature,  by  giving  his  days  and  his  nights  to  the 
study,  might  at  last  infuse  his  frequent  audi- 
ence Avith  something  of  the  universal  spirit  of 
culture  and  vivacity  which  he  imagines  they  at 
present  lack.    Humbly  I  say  this,  as  one  con- 
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scions  of  his  own  unworthiness.  But,  happily, 
if  to  me  have  been  manifested  those  instincts 
of  the  people  which  point  out  tiie  "  Com- 
ing Man"  who  is  to  supply  satisfactorily  all 
their  wants  over  the  counter  of  a  country  store. 
Whether  that  unfortunate  individual  is  to  be 
shut  off'  from  his  high  destiny  by  the  co-opera- 
tive system,  is  a  question  from  which  I  stand 
tremblingly  aloof. 

As  I  have  intimated,  the  store-keeper  can 
not  be  in  the  least  exclusive.  He  is  one  of 
those  felicitous  individuals  whom  "everybody" 
knows.  But  esj)ecially  is  his  character  made  a 
study  by  that  omnipresent  class  of  married  vag- 
abonds who  quarter  themselves  transiently  uj)on 
the  village,  stepping,  as  it  were,  into  the  still 
warm  tracks  of  a  dozen  vanished  predecessors. 
These  pursue  their  investigations  with  such  as- 
tonishing acumen  and  success,  that  before  the 
year  of  their  lease  has  flown,  they  ascertain  to  a 
cent  how  far  they  can  insinuate  themselves  into 
his  books.  But  even  then  their  continued  faith 
in  his  good-nature  is  something  wonderful.  Ever 
doubtful  of  their  own  conclusions,  they  look  for 
softer  moods  in  the  shopman,  as  we  look  for 
bland  days  in  late  autumn,  that  they  may  bask 
a  little  longer  in  the  sunshine  of  his  confidence. 

If  he  be  of  a  philosophic  temper,  the  dealer 
comes  at  last  to  look  upon  this  accommodating 
trust  of  his  in  the  honesty  and  solvency  of  all 
mankind  as  a  sort  of  involuntary  beneficence, 
almost  sublime  in  its  extent  and  the  uncertain- 
ty that  surrounds  it.  It  is  a  cardinal  principle 
of  the  social  economy  of  the  dealer  whom  I 
serve  that  the  provident  man  gathers  not  alone 
for  himself,  but  for  the  benefit  of  all  about  him; 
so,  considering  himself  one  of  the  stewards  of 
this  world,  he  is  often  swindled  in  the  most 
obliging  of  spirits — perhaps  Avith  a  smile  upon 
his  face,  and  an  after-hope  springing  up  in  his 
heart  of  treasure  laid  up  somewhere. 

But  I  trust  I  have  not  conveyed  the  idea  that 
these  unthrifty  ones  practice  deliberately  upon 
the  grocer's  good-nature.  Of  course  they  ex- 
pect to  pay  for  all  they  get ;  they  surely  will 
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when  comes  that  grand  gush  of  good  fortune 
for  which  they  are  ever  lying  in  wait. 

The  reverse  of  this  picture — must  I  say  it? — 
is  not  all  sunshine.  Thrift  is  admirable — es- 
sential ;  but  it  has  some  mean  relations,  and  he 
who  deals  much  with  the  public  soon  comes  to 
know  the  whole  clan.  Some  are  forever  ques- 
tioning his  weights,  his  prices,  his  figures,  and 
his  books.  Their  economy,  and  by  that  same 
token,  I  am  afraid,  their  conscience  too,  knows 
no  honest  man.  But  shabbiest  of  all  this  pe- 
nurious tribe  are  those  well-to-do  persons  who 
must  always  be  served  at  less  than  the  standard 
prices,  or  they  will  not  buy  at  all ;  and  those 
others  who  always  fall  a  little  short  of  the  exact 
amount  of  their  bill.  I  wonder  if  that  good 
woman,  who  always  insists  that  I  shall  throw 
off  a  few  cents  from  each  article  of  her  pur- 
chase, knows  how  she  is  tempting  me  to  stilt 
my  prices  up  for  her  especial  benefit?  and  that 
bland  individual,  who  will  never  hand  me  the 
five  cents  that  is  due,  will  he  weigh  his  package 
when  he  gets  home,  to  see  if  I  am  honest  as  he 
is  ?  It  might  be  well  to  think  of  these  things  ; 
more  is  involved  than  is  at  first  apparent.  One 
pays,  sometimes,  too  egregious  a  price  even  for 
prosperity. 

The  store-keeper  is  also  the  victim  of  nu- 
merous tricks,  and  all  the  popular  jokes  and 
"  sells"  are  tried  upon  him.  These  things  are 
endowed  with  a  surprising  longevity,  and  there 
is  a  certain  periodicity  about  their  recurrence 
which  is  really  curious.  When  every  body  has 
apparently  forgotten  them,  and  they*might  be 
supposed  to  be  decently  mouldering  in  their 
graves,  they  suddenly  spring  out  before  you, 
like  "  Jack-in-a-box,"  and  take  you  by  the  nose, 
screaming,  "  Ha,  ha !  you  had  quite  forgotten 
what  rare  jokers  we  are !"  and  resume,  in  flesh- 
less  jollity,  their  wanderings  about  the  world. 

A  small  head  comes  through  the  door : 

"Has  Bob  been  here?" 

"Bob  who?" 

"Thingumbob!"  And  the  ghost  scampers 
away,  dragging  the  tickled  boy  after  it  to  other 
posthumous  successes. 

"How  short  these  cigars  are!"  remarks  a 
youth  who  is  selecting  one.  "  Don't  you  want 
them  any  longer?"  and  he  begins  to  roll  them 
on  the  counter,  as  if  to  lengthen  them. 

"No,  no!  we  don't  want  them  any  longer."* 

"Very  well, ''says  he,  grinning,  "if  you  don't, 
I'll  take  them  away." 

Bah !  Puns  are  execrable,  and  this  one 
should  have  been  buried  long  ago. 

"  How  do  you  sell  those  corn-poppers?"  ques- 
tions a  droll  one. 

"Twenty-five  cents." 

"Got  any  penny  ones?"  he  asks,  innocent- 
ly. 

In  the  days  of  specie,  enterprising  lads  were 
wont  to  drop  large  cents  into  the  till,  and  then 
insist,  by  a  happy  process  of  reasoning  that  was 
all  their  own,  that  they  were  "quarters."  In- 
deed, the  shopman  is  considered  fair  game  by 
this  class  for  all  sorts  of  little  schemes ;  and  it 
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is  certainly  no  fault  of  theirs  that  his  life  does 
not  beget  a  fell  suspicion  of  all  his  race. 

But  in  spite  of  all  the  ill-natured  things  I 
have  felt  called  to  say,  my  position  is  not  with- 
out its  pleasant  aspects.  It  is  flattering  to  that 
busy  spirit  that  possesses  so  completely  most  of 
our  nation  to  be  enabled  to  be  so  generally  use- 
ful in  supplying  the  substantial  wants  of  one's 
neighbors.  And  whatever  of  unhackneyed  in- 
terest or  picturesqueness  there  is  in  village  life 
will,  in  due  time,  reveal  itself  to  us  who  meet 
our  neighbors  oftener  than  does  any  other. 

The  following  is  from  the  notes  of  a  single 
day : 

This  morning  I  let  down  the  heavy,  old- 
fashioned  shutters  upon  the  supporting  posts 
outside,  and  kindle  a  fire,  for  this  is  wintry 
weather.  Then  I  sweep  the  dirt  from  the 
floor.  There  is  a  deal  of  suggestion  in  it. 
With  nut-shells,  orange-peel,  and  the  like,  scat- 
tered about,  how  like  it  is  to  the  ashes  of  yes- 
terday's life !  These  cardamoms  that  skip  away 
from  my  broom  were  dropped  by  pretty  Nellie 

L  ,  in  her  surprise  that  clumsy,  boyish  Giles 

should  thrust  them  into  her  hand,  as  she  was 
matching  sewing-silks  at  the  counter.  "Them 
are  yours,"  he  blurted,  hastily,  and  then  ran, 
half-frightened,  away.  "Old  Horace"  spilled 
these  crackers  from  out  the  wrecked  bundle  un- 
der his  arm,  as  he  stopped,  on  his  homeward 
way,  last  night ;  and  this  candy,  ground  and 
trodden  about  the  floor,  was  lost  by  "  Baby" 
Lane,  who  came  hither  alone  yesterday,  in 
eager  haste  to  spend  the  rare  cent  she  had  got. 
Two  school-boys  were  playfully  scuffling  at  the 
time,  and  I  had  just  bidden  them  to  cease,  when, 
as  Baby  turned  timidly  from  the  counter,  they 
dashed  against  her,  and  she  fell.  Away  from 
out  her  hurt  little  hand  flew  her  precious  pur- 
chase, and  a  heavy  heel  came  down  upon  it  and 
ground  it  to  hopeless  atoms.  Poor  Baby  !  It 
would  indeed  have  been  worth  crying  about 
had  restitution  been  impossible.  But  Baby  was 
finally  righted,  and  I  hope  she  will  not  remem- 
ber the  cent's  worth  of  candy  she  carried  home 
at  last  as  a  criterion  of  all  her  future  purchases. 

My  first  visitor  this  morning  is  an  ambitious 
school-boy.  He  lives  near  by,  and  is  in  haste 
to  buy  a  pencil,  which  he  begs  me  to  sharpen — 
"  Quick  ;  so  I  can  do  my  sums  before  school." 
It  is  very  pleasant  to  possess  the  friendship  of* 
those  budding  potentates  —  the  boys.  It  is 
sound  policy,  too,  for  us  whose  business  calls  us 
much  before  the  public,  as  those  best  know  who 
have  once  incurred  their  displeasure.  How 
shrewdly  they  provoke  their  obnoxious  victim, 
till  in  some  luckless  moment  he  betrays  his 
weakest  point,  and  then  how  mercilessly  do 
they  assail  him  at  it !  And  he  who,  in  his 
wrath,  attempts  to  resent  their  clamorous  per- 
secutions will  prove  himself  very  impotent  and 
very  unwise.  Mr.  Jingle,  speculator  in  "junk," 
rags,  and  iron,  was  driven  from  town  by  them 
only  a  few  months  ago,  because  he  did  not  take 
their  overtures  kindly.  They  found  that  he 
was  above  his  business.    Little  pleasantries 
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about  the  price  of  old  iron  and  the  condition  of  | 
the  bone  market  galled  him,  and  he  resented 
them.  Soon  it  was  no  longer,  "Mr.  Jingle, 
what  is  the  price  of  old  iron  now?"  but,  "Old 
Jingle !  old  Junkee !  old  Bones  !  Do  you  get 
any  good  soup-pieces  now?"  and  a  deal  of  sim- 
ilar stuff,  flung  after  him  from  a  secure  distance. 
He  was  also  the  subject  of  many  ingeniously- 
hideous  serenades,  and  one  night  his  bell-pull 
was  twitched  violently  out,  and  his  fence  torn 
down.  Many  of  us  pitied  the  man  ;  but  that 
did  not  help  his  case.  He  tried  the  law,  but 
got  no  permanent  redress,  and  at  last  he  shook 
the  dust  from  off  his  feet,  and  departed  from 
our  borders  forever. 

Hastening  thus  early  to  our  fireside  comes  a 
homeless  vagrant,  chilled  and  purple  with  cold, 
having  passed  the  night,  as  he  has  every  other 
since  winter  closed  in,  in  a  comfortless  haymow 
somewhere  in  the  neighborhood.  Veriest  of 
loafers  and  most  unambitious  of  youths  is  he. 
Life  makes  no  such  large  promises  to  him  as  it 
does  to  most  young  men  just  approaching  their 
majority.  Things  might  have  been  different, 
he  said  to  me  one  day,  if  he  had  improved  cer- 
tain earlier  opportunities  ;  but  he  now  folds  his 
hands,  as  if  satisfied  that  the  time  for  all  hope- 
ful effort  were  past.  Work  and  board  have  been 
offered  him ;  but,  as  these  would  remove  him 
from  his  present  haunts,  to  which  he  has  a  sort 
of  animal  attachment,  he  seems  to  think  the 
very  proposal  an  annoyance,  his  present  life  an- 
swering all  his  demands,  or  he  now  feeling  him- 
self incapable  of  living  any  other.  How  he 
manages  to  eke  out  a  subsistence  is  a  standing 
wonder  to  our  good  people,  as  he  seldom  earns 
any  thing,  and  there  is  little  about  at  this  sea- 
son that  he  could  steal,  had  he  a  thievish  pro- 
pensity. I  sometimes  think  he  could  give  some 
suggestive  facts  to  social  economists  if  he  would, 
as  he  always  appears  in  full  bodily  condition. 
What  egregious  fools  he  might  prove  most  of 
us  to  be,  for  bartering  all  our  lives  away  for  an 
insignificant  living  !  But  his  pride  makes  him 
miss  even  this  whimsical  chance  of  being  of  use 
to  us  in  any  way ;  for  he  is  not  that  merry,  cap- 
tivating vagabond  who  makes  a  jest  of  his  pov- 
erty, and  by  his  light-hearted  philosophy  com- 
pensates the  world  for  his  idleness,  but  one  who 
would  gladly  have  been  other  than  he  is,  had 
•circumstances,  without  asking  too  much  effort 
from  him,  made  it  possible. 

We  of  this  busy  nation  are  at  a  loss  to  under- 
stand that  predicament  of  mind  which  allows  a 
man  in  rags,  and  perhaps  with  dull  hunger 
gnawing  him  within,  to  sit  inertly  down  amidst 
the  whispers  and  sidelong  looks  of  so  many 
thrifty  ones,  and  put  forth  no  sturdy  effort  to 
better  his  condition.  So  he  gets  little  sym- 
pathy, and  it  is  his  own  dim,  passive  percep- 
tion of  the  pity  and  contempt  he  excites  that 
makes  the  aspect  of  his  case  more  pathetic. 

I  think  it  was  his  life  as  a  drummer-boy  in 
the  army  that  confirmed  his  habits  of  indolence 
and  improvidence  so  strongly  upon  him.  Since 
the  quarter-master  and  cook  were  discharged, 
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he  has  drifted  helplessly  away  from  whatever 
locality  he  may  call  home — sinking,  meanwhile, 
jn  the  scale  of  public  opinion,  from  the  proud 
rank  of  the  disbanded  hero  to  the  lower  depths 
of  worthless  vagabondage  —  and  has  at  last 
stranded  in  the  placid  waters  of  our  village 
life.  • 

For  weeks  he  has  come  to  our  fireside  as 
punctually  as  the  week-day  mornings,  gener- 
ally remaining  the  whole  day  through,  until 
the  shutters  close  at  night.  There  is  a  deal 
of  tolerance  in  these  degenerate  days,  or  he 
would  have  been  driven  out  of  doors  long 
ago.  Poor  devil !  that  inane  pride  of  his, 
which  must  be  to  him  an  inexpressibly  dreary 
and  burdensome  possession,  might  let  him 
freeze  before  it  would  disclose  his  extremi- 
ty ;  and  so  he  is  allowed  to  stay  with  us,  who 
seldom  close  our  doors  against  any,  or  exact 
explanations  from  those  who  come. 

I  answer  his  morning  greeting  with  a  reluct- 
ance I  can  not  conceal,  but  which  he  seems  not 
to  notice,  finding  resentment  impossible.  As 
he  warms  himself  he  talks  about  indifferent 
things  with  a  shivering  attempt  at  vivacity, 
as  if  to  persuade  me  that  he  is  not  the  vapid 
and  everlasting  nuisance  I  have  taken  him  to 
be,  but  is,  on  the  contrary,  a  most  lively  and 
interesting  person,  whose  coming  in  on  this  par- 
ticular morning  is  one  of  those  rare  and  happy 
accidents  of  good  fortune  for  which  I  ought  to 
be  sincerely  grateful.  But  as  he  grows  warmer 
his  voice  mellows  to  a  prosy  monotone,  and  aft- 
er a  little  he  becomes  lulled,  as  it  were,  by  my 
inattention  and  the  warmth,  into  a  drowsy  si- 
lence. There  he  will  sit  for  hours,  doing  no- 
thing save  stretching  his  hands  occasionally  to- 
ward the  stove,  thinking  that  by  affecting  he  is 
not  yet  warm  he  can  excuse  his  continuance 
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here,  though  his  face  is  fairly  aglow  with  super- 
fluous heat.    At  times  during  the  day  he  will 
arouse  a  little,  and  take  what  part  he  may  in 
the  conversation  going  on  around  him.  Per- 
haps the  uncertain  flow  of  his  speech  will  drib- 
ble on  my  ear  for  some  time  after  the  other 
speakers  are  gone,  as  though  he  were  talking 
in  his  dreams,  for  I  do  not  always  pretend  to 
listen  to  him.    Indeed,  I  am  continually  for- 
getting his  presence  in  the  occasional  silence 
of  the  apartment  and  my  own  abstraction,  and  I 
it  will  of  a  sudden  obtrude  itself  upon  my  per-  ; 
ception,  as  I  glance  around  from  where  I  sit,  as 
though  I  had  discovered  an  apparition  sitting  , 
there.    Sometimes  he  reads,  and  the  sharp,  in-  j 
frequent  rustle  of  his  paper  comes  to  me  as  [ 
startlingly  as  the  quick  scamper  of  rats  in  the  j 
ceiling.    It  has  even  seemed  to  me  at  times,  j 
as  in  the  silence  I  have  studied  him,  that  his 
body  was  really  soul-abandoned,  and  had  be- 
come only  a  cumbrous  sort  of  ghost,  susceptible 
indeed  of  suff'ering  and  destitution,  but  foreign 
to  the  bright  inspirations  of  happiness — a  being 
incapable  of  filling  any  worthy  place  in  the 
world,  unfortunately,  and  so  standing,  wistful 
and  phantom-like,  without  the  pale  of  our  util- 
itarian life.    But  he  is  of  too  sluggish  a  nature 
to  be  deeply  depressed,  and  often  appears  un- 
concerned and  contented  enough ;  and,  as  I 
have  said,  even  attempts  to  be  sprightly  at 
times,  as  though  inspired  by  a  sudden  de- 
termination to  convince  himself  and  us  that 
he  is  quite  other  than  the  spiritless  and  for- 
lorn individual  we  have  taken  him  to  be. 

Early  customers  come  and  go — plain  people, 
whose'  wants  are  easily  supplied.  While  I  am 
busy  with  these,  enters  Old  Crazy  Hooting  Hor- 
ace Risley.  I  here  string  all  his  titles  together, 
not  because  they  are  ever  thus  collectively  made 
use  of  in  speaking  to  or  of  him,  but  for  the  rea- 
son that  the  popular  mind  has  in  these  various 
appellations  happily  condensed  his  most  salient 
characteristics.  His  names  fit  him  better  than 
his  clothes ;  and,  remembering  them,  a  stranger 
seeking  him  in  our  village  street  would  be  pre- 
pared to  recognize  him  at  once.  He  is  simple 
and  odd,  rather  than  crazy — a  harmless,  cheer- 
ful old  man,  talking  low  and  brokenly  to  him- 
self as  he  takes  his  bent  form  along  the  village 
street,  leaning  low  on  the  wood-saw  he  usually 
carries,  the  long  use  of  which  as  a  staff  has  so 
sadly  crooked  his  aged  back.  He  has  grufi^, 
good-natured  words  for  every  one  he  meets, 
and  none  would  think  of  answering  him  in  other 
than  a  kindly  way. 

For  a  long  time  Horace  occupied  at  night  an 
old,  dilapidated  barn,  where  the  storms  roared 
at  him  through  the  cracks  and  openings,  and 
the  bold  rats  used  to  steal  out  and  plunder  his 
Sunday  store  of  crackers  and  cheese.  But  the 
old  ruin  fell  about  his  head  one  lusty  night,  and 
he  has  since  found  safer  quarters  in  a  newer 
structure.  He  has  blankets  to  wrap  himself  in, 
but  I  suspect  the  cold  gets  at  him  sometimes 
these  bitter  nights,  for  he  is  too  old  for  the  life 
he  leads.    Wont  to  earn  his  living  by  sawing 
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wood  and  doing  other  plain  jobs  about  the 
neighborhood,  he  is  still  able  to  do  somewhat 
for  the  kind  friends  he  has  made,  though  not 
adequate  to  any  considerable  task.  Yet  he 
does  not  go  hungry  away ;  he  never  has  a 
doubt  where  to  go  for  his  breakfast ;  nor  are 
his  other  meals  often  wanting,  or  the  bundle 
of  crackers  and  cheese  of  a  Saturday  night  for 
Sunday's  quiet  demands.  A  great  gourmand, 
he  delights  to  tell,  with  many  a  fond,  unctuous 
grimace,  what  hearty  dishes  he  affects,  and  how 
richly  he  has  fed. 

But  as  he  enters  the  store  this  morning  he 
greets  me  with  a  voice  that  is  so  hoarse  and 
clogged  with  phlegm  that  it  seems  as  if  the 
words  must  terribly  rasp  his  throat.  Drawing 
a  chair  close  to  the  stove,  he  drops  his  leathern 
mittens  upon  the  floor,  and  his  battered  hat  be- 
side them  —  uncovering  his  Avonderfully  thick 
and  silvery  hair,  a  perfect  "  crown  of  glory" 
with  the  sunshine  streaming  over  it  —  and 
stretching  his  numb  and  trembling  hands  about 
the  stove,  seems  to  take  to  himself  great  hand- 
fuls  of  the  heat.  Evidently  he  has  had  a  cold 
walk,  and  perhaps  did  not  sleep  warmly  last 
night.  His  cheeks  are  pinched  to  redness  by 
the  frost,  and  his  thin,  aged  beard  is  tangled 
with  icicles.  Yet  there  is  no  bitterness  in  his 
heart,  though  he  complains  that  the  selectmen 
have  neglected  his  requests  for  warmer  clothing. 

See !  even  while  his  plaints  are  troubling  my 
comfort  he  falls  to  dozing  beside  the  stove,  and 
all  the  cold  world,  that  so  lately  pinched  him, 
drifts  from  his  memory,  and  his  senses  sink  as 
softly  as  a  child's  beneath  the  dreamy  waves  of 
sleep.  Aroused  by  the  noisy  entrance  of  some 
school-boys,  he  gathers  himself  together,  and 
after  inviting  himself  to  call  again,  in  that 
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quaint  way  he  has  of  carrying  on  both  sides  of 
a  conversation,  goes  off  up  the  street,  a  pros- 
pective breakfast  somewhere  in  the  neighbor- 
hood luring  liim  away  from  our  fireside. 

The  homeless  drummer-boy,  whom  we  almost 
involuntarily  expect  will  bow  low  his  head  to 
this  life-worn  veteran  of  his  tribe,  conducts 
himself  toward  him  rather  in  an  affectedly 
superior  and  patronizing  way  that  is  very  sur- 
prising to  observe.  So  it  is  that  many  lives 
are  buoyed  up  and  made  altogether  tolerable 
by  an  innocent,  out-at-the-elbows  sort  of  con- 
tent, which  is  ever  thinking  there  are  less  for- 
tunate conditions  of  life  underlying  its  own. 

But  it  will  never  do  for  an  aspiring  grocery 
clerk  to  keep  his  customers  waiting  so  long. 

Among  those  who  have  come  in  is  T  . 

He  is  not  unlike  his  neighbors  in  many  re- 
spects, yet  is  a  droll  and  provoking  genius  in 
his  way.  He  arrives  at  about  the  same  con- 
clusions as  other  men,  but  always  by  different 
processes  of  thought.  His  directness  is  some- 
times startling.  When  he  paid  his  tax  to  the 
collector,  here  in  the  store  the  other  day,  he 
said  he  was  thus  contracting  with  society  that 
his  life  and  property  should  not  be  molested 
by  any  of  its  members.  "I  don't  feel  the 
need  of  any  of  the  cumbrous  machinery  of 
government  to  keep  me  a  good  neighbor,"  he 
remarked  ;  "  but  as  my  fellow-men  seem  to — 
why,  I  am  willing  to  help  support  their  con- 
servators." And  he  beamed  pityingly  around 
upon  us  all,  a  broad  grin  flickering  just  be- 
neath the  serious  aspect  of  his  face.  This 
forenoon  he  has  come  for  some  nails  to  mend 

his  hog-pen.    As  I  do  them  up  (T  says, 

"Never  mind  about  a  string")  he  discourses 
about  his  pig : 

"  He's  an  aspiring  chap — this  grunting  broth- 


er of  mine.  It  is  difficult  to  confine  him  to  a 
dead-level  existence.  This  morning,  having 
attained  the  freedom  of  the  yard,  he  chewed 
up  my  newspaper  for  the  paste  that  was  on  the 
wrapper.  I  am  quite  curious  to  observe  what 
effect  so  sudden  a  digest  of  the  affairs  of  the 
world  will  have  upon  his  erratic  genius." 

Having  lately  picked  up  a  vague  idea  of  the 
principles  of  Darwinism,  T  has  lent  him- 
self ardently  to  that  study  ever  since.    He  has 
I  found  a  wondering  and  attentive  audience  here. 
"Strange  I  never  thought  of  these  things 
before,"  he  says.     "Why,  I  have  the  instincts 
I  of  all  grades  of  life  centred  in  myself,  I  believe. 
I  love  molasses  like  a  fly,  the  spring  sunshine 
i  like  a  turtle,  and  chestnuts  like  a  squirrel.  I 
!  chew  tobacco  as  the  ox  does  his  cud.  Indeed, 
most  of  us  have  a  good  deal  of  the  bovine  lin- 
•  gering  in  us  yet.    We  don't  eat  grass,  to  be 
i  sure,  but  the  cattle  do,  and  we  eat  them,  get- 
ting our  grass  at  second  hand  so.    Now,  in 
chewing  tobacco,"  says  he,  waxing  profound : 
"There  you  see  a  remembrance  of  the  worm 
or  grasshopper  life  that  feeds  wholly  on  it ; 
then  the  ox  habit,  chewing ;  and  perhaps  back 
of  all  this  lies  the  forgotten  fact  that  we  were 
once  tobacco  ourselves!"    With  a  sly  look  at 
me  he  goes  away,  his  audience,  so  soon  as  they 
can  recover  themselves  from  the  puzzling  laby- 
rinths of  their  being  in  which  he  has  involved 
them,  laughing  loudly  after  him — all  except 
one,  a  knowing  little  man  with  snapping  eyes. 
He  has  been  whittling,  in  a  rapt  way,  the  bar- 
rel-head upon  which  he  sits,  and  now  raises  his 
head  with  spasmodic  suddenness. 

"  T  ain't  any  body's  fool,"  he  ejaciilates, 

half  closing  one  sagacious  eye. 

Meantime  I  sell  a  codfish  to  a  little  Irish  wo- 
man, who  compliments  me  needlessly ;  a  Jack- 
son ball,  an  axe-helve,  two  quarts  of  beans,  a 
Farmers'  Almanac,  a  box  of  cinnamon,  etc., 
etc.,  to  others.  Verily  my  life  has  the  spice  of 
variety. 

During  an  absence  of  other  visitors  enters  a 
wayfarer.  Of  a  sharp  and  grizzly  aspect,  his 
face  has  the  look  of  one  who  has  long  been 
searching  for  some  good  that  he  has  not  found. 
His  rough  wayside  staff,  its  top  smoothly  pol- 
ished by  his  hand,  at  once  announces  hini  a 
traveler.  He  carries  it  always  with  him,  in  his 
hand  or  under  his  arm,  as  he  walks  about  the 
store,  using  it  in  such  familiar  and  unconscious 
ways  to  help  along  his  talk  that  it  seems  to 
have  become  an  essential  accessory  to  his  per- 
son. No  less  do  his  faded  and  weather-worn 
clothes  speak  of  an  outdoor  life.  He  has  on 
so  many  coats  that  the  outer  one  is  buttoned 
with  difficulty  about  him — having  wrapped  him- 
self up  against  the  elements  as  though  his  ex- 
perience had  taught  him  to  expect  from  all 
things  the  bitterest  that  might  be.  A  felon,  in 
a  big  bundle  on  his  thumb,  affords  him  an  acute 
text,  from  which  he  discourses  with  dismal 
readiness  and  assurance.  But  even  while  he 
is  gratuitously  insisting  upon  the  ills  of  poverty 
— maintaining  that  honest  labor  means  perpet- 
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ual  indigence — he  spends,  of  the  twenty-one 
cents  he  is  able  to  collect  from  the  many  re- 
ceptacles about  his  person,  fourteen  for  tobac- 
co and  seven  for  crackers  and  cheese — a  pro- 
ceeding that  might  unsettle  an  unfledged  faith 
in  his  philosophy.  But  it  is  not  unprofitable  to 
study  these  unfortunate  characters,  whose  lives 
have  been  such  sad  failures  in  regard  to  all 
we  think  necessary  to  the  completeness  of  our 
own. 

This  man's  talk  reveals  him  an  Irish  Protest- 
ant, a  man  of  more  zeal  than  devoutness  or 
education.  Our  institutions  have  by  no  means 
answered  his  expectations.  Bringing  to  this 
country  a  keen  remembrance  of  the  social  dis- 
tinctions and  sectarian  hates  that  have  in  times 
past  so  embroiled  his  own  unhappy  land,  and 
finding  the  same  elements  of  contention  intricate- 
ly woven  into  our  social  life,  he  can  argue  none 
but  ill  results.  Gently  as  he  may,  he  tells  me 
there  will  be  clashings,  war,  separation.  He 
can  not  understand  that  social  differences  are 
unavoidable ;  or  how,  as  I  try  to  explain,  the 
fierce  militant  spirit  of  sect  is  slowly  softening 
into  the  more  Christian  idea,  that  the  tendency 
and  practical  aim  of  all  religion  should  be  to 
make  men  better  neighbors  and  more  peaceful 
citizens.  The  Pope  of  Rome  Party,  as  he  calls 
it,  is  to  him  the  very  incarnation  of  bigotry  and 
crafty  power.  Those  ignorant  countrymen  of 
his,  who  dig  our  railroads  and  sewers,  are  its 
abject  slaves.  "Before  I  would  go  and  dig 
with  them^  I  would  steals  And  as  he  reaches 
this  climax  of  his  indignation  he  turns  sudden- 


ly and  fiercely  on  me,  as  if  to  express  the  dar- 
ing of  his  resolution.  The  freedmen,  too,  are  a 
dark  burden  upon  his  mind  ;  he  has  found  them 
all  too  cheaply  filling  many  of  the  choice  places 
about  our  homes  and  farms. 

This  man's  memory  discloses  no  sunny  spots 
to  me.  A  whole  category  of  evils — national, 
social,  personal — he  enumerates,  with  a  glib- 
ness  I  have  done  little  to  encourage,  and  which 
hints  of  many  previous  rehearsals — all  of  Avhith 
seem  to  have  touched  in  some  way  his  life  or 
his  imagination  —  he  ever  reasoning  outward, 
as  it  were,  from  some  sore  point  in  his  own  his- 
tory or  condition.  His  poverty  and  ])hilosophy 
have  embittered  and  narrowed  his  life,  instead 
of  educating  and  consoling  it,  and  while  he  has 
darkly  brooded  on  his  ills  the  sweetness  of  his 
life  has  passed  unaccepted  away.  Probably 
the  world  has  used  him  roughly,  has  wronged 
him,  perhaps,  and  he,  looking  for  requital,  can 
see  no  other  way  than  by  a  general  breaking 
up  of  the  present  condition  of  things,  and  a  to- 
tal separation  of  the  good  that  he  affects  from 
the  bad  that  he  has  known. 

Like  many  another  weary,  misguided  soul, 
he  can  not  see  how  the  world  can  go  on  much 
longer  without  coming  to  some  kind  of  settle- 
ment. I  imagine  it  is  this  expectation  that 
keeps  him  from  becoming  an  altogether  morose 
and  desperate  man.  He  is  now  on  his  way  to 
some  visionary  township  which  he  long  ago 
idealized  as  capable  of  answei'ing  his  life's  de- 
mands, but  which  he  has  never  yet  been  able 
to  find.  And  so  he  trudges  on,  toward  an  ever- 
receding  goal,  the  faint  hope  that  lingers  in 
him  dwindling  sadly  away. 

I  hope  this  portentous  philosopher  may  some 
day  find  an  adequate  listener.  It  occurs  to 
me,  oddly  enough,  just  as  he  bids  me  an  em- 
phatic good-day,  that  this  may  be  one  of  the 
objects  of  his  journeyings,  and  that  I  have  been 
a  fresh  disappointment  to  him. 

The  gongs  in  the  adjacent  city  bellow  noon, 
dAvelling  long  upon  the  sound  and  repeating  it 
in  many  rival  tones.  School  is  out,  and  the 
mingled  shouts  of  the  released  children  sound 
through  our  closed  doors  like  the  wild,  sud- 
den clamor  of  the  crows  when  disturbed  by  the 
woodside.  Here  they  come! — girls  and  boys 
crowding  in  together ;  some  to  spend  the  pen- 
nies they  have  kept  till  now — kept  in  lingering 
contemplation  of  the  whole  magnificent  range 
of  sweets  which  thus  seemed  open  to  them,  but 
from  which  they  must  at  last  choose  so  little ; 
some  to  see  what  these  will  buy,  and  perhaps 
(oh,  hopeful  perhaps !)  to  get  a  small  taste 
from  the  generous  little  hand ;  others  for  the 
mere  sake  of  stopping  at  "the  store,"  and  learn- 
ing what  they  may  of  life  so.  I  have  unwit- 
tingly found  my  way  to  the  favor  of  these  little 
ones.  In  my  inexperience  I  gave  them  un- 
wonted cent's-worths  ;  and  now  when  they  make 
their  momentous  purchases  they  shrewdly  choose 
those  things  upon  whose  value  the  confectioner 
has  set  no  arbitrary  limits.  They  make  me 
guess  at  the  quantity  they  shall  have,  the  little 
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rogues !  and,  like  native  politicians,  hold  me 
close  to  my  ruinous  "  record." 

One  little  boy  says  he  should  like  to  be  a 
store-keeper,  and  his  eye  ranges  along  the 
shelves  in  fond  and  sweet  imaginings. 

They  are  very  inquisitive,  these  children — 
eager  to  understand  every  thing — wonderfully 
willing  to  be  educated ;  and  we  all  have  to 
turn  teacher  at  times.  It  behooves  us  to  act 
more  cheerfully  and  wisely  in  this  matter  than 
many  of  us  seem  to  think.  These  youngsters 
are  all,  alas  !  so  facilely  human. 

The  village,  having  dined,  stirs  abroad  once 
more.  Among  our  afternoon  visitors  is  one  of 
the  town's  notabilities.  A  small,  toddling, 
awry-eyed  personage  —  weak  of  intellect  and 
garrulous  of  tongue.  His  flippant  and  good- 
natured  imbecility  has  gained  him  a  notoriety 
that  a  brighter  wit  could  not  attain.  Every 
body  knows  him,  and  most  play  upon  him — 
some  in  a  kindly  spirit  enough,  but  others 
roughly,  abusing  him  in  their  wanton  pride  of 
intellect.  Somewhat  in  years,  he  has  thus  be- 
come a  sort  of  heir-loom  for  all  the  mischievous 
ones  among  us  ;  while  the  men  have  grown  too 
sedate,  the  boys  have  learned  to  practice  upon 
him,  and  so  he  has  been  tossed,  all  his  life,  a 
sentient  plaything,  from  one  generation  to  an- 
other. His  half-furnished  mind,  becoming  more 
and  more  uncertain  as  the  years  gather  around 
him,  affords  a  curious  and,  at  times,  a  puz- 
zling study.  Gossipy  and  credulous,  and  given 
to  weak  exaggeration,  he  once  afforded  the 
smart  ones  of  the  neighborhood  an  excellent 
opportunity  to  exercise  their  ingenuity,  and  all 
sorts  of  absurd  stories  were  set  afloat  through 


him,  who  sturdily  believed  them  all.  So  flat- 
tered and  played  upon,  he  has  at  last  lost  the 
power  to  separate  the  false  from  the  true,  and 
his  own  most  insipid  dreams  now  float  through 
his  colorless  mind  with  all  the  parade  and  sat- 
isfaction of  verities. 

Fortunately  his  mind  has  no  cognizance  of 
its  own  infirmity.  Whatever  difterences  he 
perceives  between  himself  and  other  men  his 
conceit  hastens  to  bridge  over,  and  he  has  be- 
come, in  many  outward  aspirations  and  observ- 
ances, absurdly  like  the  rest  of  us.  Special 
police  to  all  the  small  boys  of  the  neighbor- 
hood, a  consequential  doer  of  errands,  and  a 
faithful  attendant  upon  all  public  occasions,  he 
fancies  himself  quite  an  indispensable  charac- 
ter. 

This  afternoon  as  he  came  in  he  was  all  swell- 
ing with  fresh  indignation,  his  loud  threats  of 
summary  vengeance  having  come  to  us  before 
he  reached  our  door.  Some  sportive  wretch 
had  pulled  his  cap  violently  over  his  eyes,  and 
snatched  from  his  crammed  pocket  a  number 
of  old  newspapers,  throwing  them  over  a  fence, 
Avhere  he  was  at  some  trouble  to  recover  them 
again.  Having  recited  his  troubles  he  forgets 
them  for  a  while,  and  babbles  of  a  certain 
hearse  and  sextonship  that  each  to-morrow  of 
a  long  succession  of  weeks  was  surely  to  put 
into  his  hands,  but  did  not.  Still  he  has  as 
stubborn  a  confidence  in  the  to-morrow  now 
before  him  as  though  no  other  had  ever  been 
named  by  him.  We  may  humor  his  conceit, 
or  laugh  and  pass  him  by,  as  all  do  at  last,  but 
his  story  is  ever  fresh  upon  his  lips. 

But  most  welcome  of  all  the  visitors  of  the 
day  is  he  who  enters  briskly  now.  A  figure  of 
jolly  dimensions,  a  face  florid  and  full,  giving 
at  first  an  impression  that  its  owner  seldom 
smiles — an  impression  that  does  not  linger  long 
in  his  presence.  He  is  one  of  those  rare  per- 
sons who  talk  for  the  mere  sake  of  entertaining, 
and  who  succeed.  But,  unfortunately  for  my 
purpose  here,  bare  words  are  so  small  a  part  of 
his  conversation  that  it  can  not  be  adequately 
written.  Made  up  largely  of  local  anecdotes, 
it  is  a  succession  of  actual  and  pertinent  illus- 
trations. But  it  is  not  mere  gossip  we  are  list- 
ening to  ;  Human  Nature  seems  rehearsing  it- 
self before  us  in  the  most  jocund  of  moods.  In 
the  glamour  of  his  presence  we  look  upon  the 
broad,  sunny  surface  of  life,  and  it  shifts  and 
dances  in  the  rich  gleam  of  his  humor  till  all 
the  world  seems  about  to  go  masquerading. 
Yet  it  is  ever  true  to  itself.  Every  body  has 
become  suddenly  natural — that  is  all ;  and  so 
we  feel  a  fresher  and  more  fraternal  interest  in 
them.  There  is  always  fun  enough  in  the  world, 
and  all  we  dull  ones  need  is  some  one  to  dis- 
cover it  to  us  that  we  may  laugh ;  and  his  is  a 
mind  that  occupies  itself  pre-eminently  in  dis- 
cerning and  reflecting  whatever  odd  or  amus- 
ing things  occur  in  the  life  around  him.  And 
then  that  wonderful  memory  of  his,  which  the 
years  have  stored  with  all  kinds  of  warm-hued 
and  delicious  remembrances,  and  whose  mellow 
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treasures  he  delights,  at  times,  to  display  be- 
fore us ! 

For  nearly  an  hour  he  has  inspired  and  de- 
lighted the  chance  audience  he  has  found  about 
our  stove  on  this  dull  winter  afternoon ;  and 
while  all  sit  with  hungry  ears  and  faces  that 
have  not  yet  composed  themselves,  he  rises  ab- 
ruptly, and  we  suddenly  find  ourselves  at  the 
mercy  of  each  other  again.  And  now  that  I 
try  to  recall  some  of  the  many  good  things  he 
has  been  telling  us,  I  am  surprised  to  find  them 
changed  to  the  prosiest  facts  beneath  my  touch. 
The  wizard  has  withdrawn  his  spell. 

School  is  out  for  the  day  now,  and  our  pre- 
cincts sustain  another  irruption  of  chattering 
children.  Those  from  a  distance  do  their  er- 
rands quickly,  or,  having  left  their  orders  at 
morning  or  noon,  take  up  their  purchases  and 
are  nimbly  away,  on  the  alert  for  a  ride  home. 
One  little  girl  has  forgotten  her  errand,  and, 
between  her  doubt  and  the  fear  that  she  will 
lose  her  ride  home  with  a  neighbor,  gets  help- 
lessly confused. 

"  Oh  dear !  what  was  it?"  Her  forehead  is 
all  knotted  with  perplexity. 

"Perhaps  it's  chewin'  gum,"  drawls  a  funny 
fellow. 

"  Or  pins?"  says  a  little  girl  who  is  about  to 
buy  a  cent's  worth,  and  has  climbed  upon  the 
counter  for  that  momentous  purpose. 

"Or  oranges  —  maybe  raisins?"  suggests  a 
little  boy  with  a  big  mouth,  following  their  lead, 
and  trying  to  climb  up  too. 

But  I  check  them.  Perhaps  /  can  think  for 
her.  "  Was  it  cheese  ?  soda ?  tea?"  Strange- 
ly enough,  I  only  confuse  her  the  more. 

"No,  no;  not  any  of  them.  Do  let  me 
think  !  Oh  dear  I  there  goes  Mr.  Munsen,  and 
now  I  must  walk  home."  This  in  submissive 
despair.  But  immediately  brightening,  as  her 
eye  catches  a  placard — "  Oh,  it's  matches!  Be 
quick,  and  p'r'aps  I  c'n  catch  him  now!"  I 
throw  out  the  package,  make  change,  which  she 
sweeps  into  the  wrist  of  her  mitten  without  tak- 
ing it  off  her  hand.  Seizing  the  package  she 
is  off  like  the  wind,  with  great  flutter  of  gar- 


ments. I  hurry  out  after  her  and  shout,  "  Mr. 
MuN-.sen .'"  That  benevolent  man  looks  around, 
checks  his  horse,  and  adds  another  happy  little 
heart  to  his  load. 

After  a  little  I  am  alone,  save  for  the  pres- 
ence of  the  stranded  drummer-boy ;  and  the 
quiet  that  pervades  the  village  informs  me  that 
the  world  is  "  taking  tea." 

As  the  twilight  deepens  within  doors,  steal- 
ing from  out  the  dusky  corners  as  though  it 
had  been  lurking  there  all  day  long,  Old  Horace 
stops  on  his  downward  way  to  warm  himself 
against  his  long  walk.  He  has  supped  royally 
to-night,  and  is  happy  as  a  lord.  We  even 
persuade  him  to  sing  a  little  in  the  most  un- 
musical and  unintelligible  of  voices.  His  laugh 
is  hearty  and  cheerful  as  he  closes,  and  his 
"Good-night,"  though  spoken  in  a  voice  that 
is  gruff  and  broken  with  exposure  and  age,  has 
nothing  of  want  or  sadness  in  it.  As  he  moves 
away  down  the  street  to  his  lonely  bed  in  the 
barn,  the  evening  shadows  close  around  him, 
hiding  his  bent  form  from  us,  as  must  soon  that 
deeper  shadow  from  which  he  will  never  emerge. 

The  tavern  being  long  ago  dismantled,  the 
store  now  alone  offers  itself,  a  tamer  place  of 
evening  resort.  A  large  portion  of  the  male 
population  of  the  village  drift  hitherward  of  an 
evening  with  a  punctuality  that  I  fear  has  not 
always  its  reward.  A  number  have  trading  to 
do,  to  be  sure  ;  but  many  come  only  to  hear 
and  tell  what  may  have  transpired  during  the 
day.  Others,  younger  men,  come  for  the  mere 
sake  of  finding  "something  going  on,"  they  are 
such  eager,  restless  fellows.  I  wonder  parents 
do  not  oftener  see  to  what  a  dangerous  pitch  of 
activity  they  may  train  their  boys.  Contempt- 
uous of  books  and  study,  that  youthful  energy, 
which  is  so  praiseworthy  about  the  farm  or  in 
the  shop,  is  prone  to  conviviality  and  mischief 
in  its  leisure  hours.  What  rare  men  education 
would  have  made  of  some  of  these  we  might 
name !  In  contrast  with  these  are  those  placid 
natures  who  sit  all  the  evening  long,  merely  to 
pass  away  the  time,  adding  little  to  the  talk  or 
merriment  that  is  evoked  about  the  stove. 
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To-night  the  boys  who  were  in  the  army  are 
telling  their  experiences,  and  vying  with  each 
other  in  the  extravagance  of  their  stories.  One 
relates  that  he  lay  with  his  regiment  one  dark 
night  upon  the  battle-field,  sleeping  close  to  one 
he  supposed  a  mess-mate.  Trying  to  waken  his 
fellow-sleeper,  at  the  call  in  the  gloom  of  the 
morning,  he  found  he  had  been  nestling  all 
night  against  a  headless  foeman. 

With  more  of  animation  than  he  has  mani- 
fested all  day  long  beside,  the  drummer-boy 
tells  that  his  regiment  passed  one  night  in  bare 
barracks.  It  was  bitter  cold,  and  their  baggage 
was  way  back  in  the  mud.  "  I  waked  up  shiv- 
ering in  the  night — almost  froze. "  says  he.  "I 
was  sure  I  heard  the  drums  beatin',  and  jumped 
up,  fumblin'  for  my  own.  Then  I  thought  it 
didn't  sound  quite  like  drums.  I  could  hear 
the  fellers  shudderin'  all  about  me;  and,  Sir, 
that  noise  was  the  thumpin'  of  their  heads 
upon  the  bare  boards  as  they  shivered  in  their 
sleep!" 

One  other  now  takes  his  turn  with  great  earn- 
estness.   A  member  of  his  company  was  hastily 


buried  one  day,  as  an  immediate  move  was  ex- 
pected. As  often  at  such  times,  the  grave  was 
rather  shallow.  "We  didn't  leave  that  day," 
he  goes  on ;  "  and  next  morning  I  heard  some 
one  whistling  out  there,  as  contented  as  could 

be.    And  I'm  a  sinner  if  it  wasn't  L  .  He 

had  poked  his  head  up  through,  and  was  mad 
because  I  hadn't  brought  his  breakfast.  Being 
a  new  hand,  he  supposed  this  a  part  of  the  serv- 
ice, you  see." 

The  best  talkers  do  not  generally  stay  long;  it 
is  the  dull  ones,  those  who  do  not  know  what  else 
to  ^o  with  themselves,  who  stay  and  bore  each 
other  beyond  all  reason.  At  last,  all  custom- 
ers having  gone,  and  the  conversation  lapsing 
into  fearful  inanities,  we  close  the  shutters  as  a 
hint,  and  our  visitors  button  their  coats  about 
them  and  go  away  into  the  night — the  stranded 
drummer  last  of  all,  and  most  reluctant  to  leave 
the  stove.  Ere  the  crunch  of  their  footsteps  has 
died  away  upon  the  quiet  street  we  put  out  the 
lights  and  hasten  to  our  own  more  secluded  fire- 
side, glad  that  from  here,  at  least,  the  world  is 
shut  out. 


FREDERICK 

VI.— DIPLOMATIC  INTRIGUES  AND  MIL- 
ITARY ADVENTURES. 

ON  the  river  Maas,  a  few  miles  north  of  the 
present  city  of  Liege,  there  was  a  cele- 
brated castle  called  Herstal.    For  many  gen- 
erations feudal  lords  had  there  displayed  their 
pomp  and  power ;  and  it  had  been  the  theatre  ' 
not  only  of  princely  revelry,  but  of  many  scenes 
of  violence  and  blood.    A  surrounding  terri- 
tory of  a  few  thousand  acres,  cultivated  by  serfs,  , 
who  were  virtually  slaves,  was  the  hereditary  I 
domain  of  the  petty  lords  of  the  castle.    A  ' 
few  miles  south  of  the  castle  there  was  a  mon- 
astery called  Liege,  which  was  a  dependency 
of  the  lords  of  Herstal. 

Amidst  the  vicissitudes  of  the  revolving  cen- 
turies the  rollicking  lords  grew  poor,  and  the 
frugal  monks  grew  rich.  A  thrifty  city  rose  | 
around  the  monastery,  and  its  bishop  wielded 
a  power,  temporal  and  spiritual,  more  potent 
than  had  ever  issued  from  the  walls  of  the  now 
crumbling  and  dilapidated  castle.  In  some  of 
the  perplexing  diplomatic  arrangements  of  those 
days,  the  castle  of  Herstal,  with  its  surrounding 
district,  was  transferred  to  Frederick  William 
of  Prussia.  The  peasants,  who  had  heard  of  j 
the  military  rigor  of  Prussia,  where  almost 
every  able-bodied  man  was  crowded  into  the 
army,  were  exceedingly  troubled  by  this  trans- 
fer, and  refused  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  their  new  sovereign,  who  had  thus  succeeded 
to  the  ownership  of  themselves,  their  flocks,  and 
their  herds.  The  gleaming  sabres  of  Frede- 
rick William's  dragoons  soon,  however,  brought 
them  to  terms.  Thus  compelled  to  submis- 
sion they -remained  unreconciled  and  irritated.  ; 
Upon  the  withdrawal  of  the  Prussian  troops  the 
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authority  of  Frederick  William  over  the  Her- 
stal people  also  disappeared  ;  for  they  great- 
ly preferred  the  milder  rule  of  the  bishop  of 
Liege. 

The  bishop  denied  that  Frederick  William 
had  any  claim  to  Herstal.  He  brought  for- 
ward a  prior  claim  of  his  own  in  behalf  of  the 
Church.  The  duke  of  Lorraine,  when  propri- 
etor of  the  castle  and  its  dependencies,  had 
pawned  it  to  the  bishop  for  a  considerable  sum 
of  money.  This  money,  the  bishop  averred, 
had  never  been  repaid.  Consequently  he  claim- 
ed the  property  as  still  in  his  possession. 

George  Ludwig,  count  of  Berg,  who,  at  this 
time  was  bishop  of  Liege,  was  a  feeble  old  man 
tottering  beneath  the  infirmities  of  eighty-two 
years.  He  did  not  venture  upon  physical  re- 
sistance to  the  power  of  Prussia,  but  confined 
himself  to  protests,  remonstrances,  and  to  the 
continued  exercise  of  his  own  governmental 
authority.  As  Herstal  was  many  leagues  dis- 
tant from  Berlin,  was  of  comparatively  little 
value,  and  could  only  be  reached  by  traversing 
foreign  states,  Frederick  William  offered  to  sell 
all  his  claims  to  it  for  about  eighty  thousand 
dollars.  The  proposal  not  being  either  ac- 
cepted or  rejected  by  the  bishop,  the  king,  anx- 
ious to  settle  the  question  before  his  death,  sent 
an  embassador  to  Liege,  with  full  powers  to 
arrange  the  difficulty  by  treaty.  For  three 
days  the  embassador  endeavored  in  vain  to  ob- 
tain an  audience.  He  then  returned  indig- 
nantly to  Berlin.  The  king,  of  course,  regard- 
ed this  treatment  as  an  insult.  The  bishop 
subsequently  averred  that  the  audience  was  pre- 
vented by  his  own  sickness.  Such  was  the  pos- 
ture of  affairs  when  Frederick  William  died. 
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Upon  the  accession  of  Frederick  the  Second, 
as  officers  were  dispatched  through  the  realm 
to  exact  oaths  of  allegiance,  the  Herstal  peo- 
ple, encouraged  by  the  bishop,  refused  to  ac- 
knowledge fealty  to  the  new  king.  Frederick 
was  now  in  the  district  of  Cleve,  in  the  near 
vicinity  of  Herstal.  He  sent  the  following  very 
decisive  summons  to  the  "Prince  Bishop  of 
Liege,"  dated  Wesel,  September  4,  1740. 

"My  Cousin, — Knowing  all  the  assaults 
made  by  you  upon  my  indisputable  rights  over 
my  free  barony  of  Herstal,  and  how  the  sedi- 
tious ringleaders  there,  for  several  years  past, 
have  been  countenanced  by  you  in  their  detest- 
able acts  of  disobedience  against  me,  I  have 
commanded  my  privy-counselor,  Rambonet,  to 
repair  to  your  presence,  and  in  my  name  to  re- 
quire from  you,  within  two  days,  a  distinct  and 
categorical  answer  to  this  question  : 

"  Whether  you  are  still  minded  to  assert 
your  pretended  sovereignty  over  Herstal,  and 
whether  you  will  protect  the  rebels  at  Herstal 
in  their  disorders  and  abominable  disobedience? 

"In  case  you  refuse,  or  delay  beyond  the 
term,  the  answer  which  I  hereby  of  right  de- 
mand, you  will  render  yourself  alone  respons- 
ible, before  the  world,  for  the  consequences 
which  infallibly  will  follow.  I  am,  with  much 
consideration,  my  cousin,  your  very  affection- 
ate cousin.  Frederick." 

Rambonet  presented  the  peremptory  missive, 
and  waited  forty-eight  hours  for  the  answer. 
He  then  returned  to  Wesel  without  any  satis- 
factory reply.  Frederick  immediately  issued 
a  manifesto,  declaring  the  reasons  for  his  ac- 
tion, and  ordered  two  thousand  men,  horse  and 
foot,  who  were  all  ready  for  the  emergence,  to 
advance  immediately  to  Maaseyk,  one  of  the 
principal  towns  of  the  bishop,  take  possession 
of  it  and  of  the  surrounding  region,  quarter 
themselves  upon  the  people,  enforce  liberal  con- 
tributions, and  remain  there  until  the  bishop 
should  come  to  terms.* 

The  solid,  compact  army,  with  infantry,  ar- 
tillery, and  cavalry  in  the  best  possible  condi- 
tion, advanced  at  the  double-quick.  Arriving 
at  the  gates  of  Maaseyk,  not  a  moment  was 
spent  in  parleying.  "  Open  the  gates  instant- 
ly," was  the  summons,  "  or  we  shall  open  them 
with  the  petard." 


1  "As  the  biehops  of  Liege  had  been  in  possession 
of  the  contested  districts  more  thcin  a  century,  and  as 
Frederick  William  had  not,  any  more  than  his  prede- 
cessors, adopted  any  vigorous  measures  to  gain  pos- 
session of  thera,  it  is  not  probable  that  the  claim  of 
Frederick  was  very  well  founded.  At  all  events,  his 
conduct  was  violent  and  unjust.  The  inhabitants  of 
these  districts  had  been  guilty  of  no  c'-im'e  but  that 
of  avowing  their  allegiance  to  the  prince  whom  they 
had  been  accustomed  to  obey,  and  whom  they  appear 
to  have  considered  as  their  lawful  sovereign.  When 
Frederick,  therefore,  sent  his  troops  to  live  upon  the 
inhabitants  of  those  districts  at  discretion,  he  com- 
mitted an  act  of  tyranny  and  of  cruelty  which  no- 
thing in  the  circumstances  of  the  case  could  justify." 
— Memoirs  of  Voltaire,  p.  44. 
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With  great  courtesy  of  words,  but  pitiless 
energy  of  action,  general  Borck,  who  was  in 
command,  fulfilled  his  commission.  A  contri- 
bution was  exacted  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars, 
to  be  paid  within  three  days  ;  sufficient  rations 
were  to  be  furnished  daily  for  the  troops,  or  the 
general,  it  was  stated,  would  be  under  the  pain- 
ful necessity  of  collecting  them  for  himself. 
Two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  a  day  were  to  be 
provided  for  the  general's  private  expenses. 
Remonstrances  were  of  no  avail.  Resistance 
was  not  to  be  thought  of. 

The  poor  old  bishop  called  loudly  upon  the 
emperor  of  Germany  for  help.  The  territory 
of  the  bishop  of  Liege  was  under  the  protection 
of  the  empire.  The  emperor  Charles  VI,  im- 
mediately issued  a  decree  ordering  Frederick  to 
withdraw  his  troops,  to  restore  the  money  which 
he  had  extorted,  and  to  settle  the  question  by 
arbitration,  or  by  an  appeal  to  the  laws  of  the 
empire.  This  was  the  last  decree  issued  by 
Charles  VI.    Two  weeks  after  he  died. 

Frederick  paid  no  regard  to  the  remonstrance 
of  the  emperor.  The  bishop,  in  his  distress, 
applied  to  the  French  for  aid,  and  then  to  the 
Dutch,  but  all  in  vain.  He  then  sent  an  em- 
bassy to  Berlin,  proposing  to  purchase  Herstal. 
The  king  consented  to  sell  upon  the  same  terms 
his  father  had  offered,  adding  to  the  sum  the 
expenses  of  his  military  expedition  and  other 
little  items,  bringing  the  amount  up  to  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  thousand  dollars.  The  money 
was  paid,  and  the  Herstal  difficulty  was  settled. 
This  was  Frederick's  first  act  of  foreign  diplo- 
macy. Many  severely  censured  him  for  the  vio- 
lent course  he  pursued  with  a  power  incapable 
of  resistance.  All  admitted  the  energy  and 
sagacity  which  he  had  developed  in  the  affair. 

Voltaire,  in  his  Memoirs,  says  that  he  drew  up 
the  manifesto  for  Frederick  upon  this  occasion. 
"The  pretext,"  he  writes,  "  for  this  fine  expe- 
dition was  certain  rights  which  his  majesty  pre- 
tended to  have  over  a  part  of  the  suburbs.  It 
was  to  me  he  committed  the  task  of  drawing  up 
the  manifesto,  which  I  performed  as  well  as  the 
nature  of  the  case  would  let  me  ;  never  suspect- 
ing that  a  king  with  whom  I  supped,  and  who 
called  me  his  friend,  could  possibly  be  in  the 
wrong.  The  affair  was  soon  brought  to  a  con- 
clusion by  the  payment  of  a  million  of  livres, 
which  he  exacted  in  good  hard  ducats,  and 
which  served  to  defray  the  expenses  of  his  tour 
to  Strasbourg,  concerning  which  he  complained 
so  loudly  in  his  poetic  prose  epistle. 

"I  represented  to  him  that  perhaps  it  was 
not  altogether  prudent  to  print  his  And- Macln- 
nvel  just  at  the  time  that  the  world  might  re- 
proach him  with  having  violated  the  principles 
he  taught.  He  permitted  me  to  stop  the  im- 
pression. I  accordingly  took  a  journey  into 
Holland  purposely  to  do  him  this  trifling  serv- 
ice. But  the  bookseller  demanded  so  much 
money  that  his  majesty,  who  was  not  in  the 
bottom  of  his  heart  vexed  to  see  himself  in 
print,  was  better  pleased  to  be  so  for  nothing, 
than  to  pay  for  not  being  so.   I  could  not  avoid 
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feeling  some  remorse  at  being  concerned  in 
printing  this  Anti-Machiavelian  book  at  the  very 
moment  that  the  king  of  Prussia,  who  had  a 
hundred  millions  in  his  coffers,  was  robbing  the 
poor  people  of  Liege  of  another,  by  the  hand  of 
the  privy-counselor  Rambonet."^ 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  these  words 
were  written  after  Voltaire  had  quarreled  with 
Frederick,  and  when  it  seems  to  have  been  his 
desire  to  represent  all  the  acts  of  the  king  in  as 
unfavorable  a  light  as  possible.  Frederick  him- 
self, about  eight  years  after  the  settlement  of 
the  Herstal  difficulty,  gave  the  following  as  his 
version  of  the  affair : 

'*A  miserable  bishop  of  Liege  thought  it  a 
proud  thing  to  insult  the  late  king.  Some  sub- 
jects of  Hei-stal,  which  belongs  to  Prussia,  had 
revolted.  The  bishop  gave  them  his  protection. 
Colonel  Kreutzen  was  sent  to  Liege  to  compose 
the  thing  by  treaty,  with  credentials  and  full 
power.  Imagine  it ;  the  bishop  would  not  re- 
ceive him !  Three  days,  day  after  day,  he  saw 
this  envoy  apply  at  his  palace,  and  always  de- 
nied him  entrance.  These  things  had  grown 
past  endurance." 

Frederick  returned  to  Berlin  by  a  circuitous 
route,  which  occupied  ten  days.  His  uncle, 
king  George  II.  of  England,  whom  he  exceed- 
ingly disliked,  was  then  on  a  visit  to  his  Hano- 
verian possessions.  Frederick  passed  within  a 
few  miles  of  his  Britannic  majesty  without  deign- 
ing to  call  upon  him.  The  slight  caused  much 
comment  in  the  English  papers.  It  was  regard- 
ed as  of  national  moment,  for  it  implied  that  in 
the  complicated  policy  Avhich  then  agitated  the 
courts  of  Europe  the  sympathies  of  Prussia 
would  not  be  with  England. 

Soon  after  this  Frederick's  next  younger 
brother,  Augustus  William,  who  was  heir-pre- 
sumptive to  the  throne,  in  default  of  a  son  by 
Frederick,  was  betrothed  to  Louisa  Amelia  of 
Brunswick,  younger  sister  of  Frederick's  bride. 

About  the  middle  of  October  Wilhelmina 
came  to  Berlin  to  see  her  brothers  again.  Nine 
years  had  passed  since  her  marriage,  and  seven 
since  her  last  sad  visit  to  the  home  of  her  child- 
hood, in  which  inauspicious  visit  the  wretched- 
ness of  her  early  years  had  been  renewed  by 
the  cruelty  of  her  reception.  In  Wilhelmina's 
journal  we  find  the  following  allusion  to  this 
her  second  return  to  Berlin  : 

"We  arrived  at  Berlin  the  end  of  October. 
My  younger  brothers,  followed  by  the  princes 
of  the  blood  and  by  all  the  court,  received  us  at 
the  bottom  of  the  stairs.  I  was  led  to  my  apart- 
ment, where  I  found  the  reigning  queen,  my 
sisters,  and  the  princesses.  I  learned,  with 
much  chagrin,  that  the  king  was  ill  of  tertian 
ague.  He  sent  me  word  that,  being  in  his  fit, 
he  could  not  see  me,  but  that  he  depended  on 
having  that  pleasure  to-morrow.  The  queen- 
mother,  to  whom  I  went  without  delay,  was  in 
a  dark  condition.  Her  rooms  were  all  hung  in 
their  lugubrious  drapery.    Every  thing  was  as 

»  Memoirs,  p.  47,  48. 


yet  in  the  depth  of  mourning  for  my  father. 
What  a  scene  for  me !  Nature  has  her  rights. 
I  can  say  with  truth  I  have  almost  never  in  my 
life  been  so  moved  as  on  this  occasion.  My  in- 
terview with  my  mother  was  very  touching." 

The  next  morning  Frederick  hastened  to  greet 
his  sister.  Wilhelmina  was  not  pleased  with  his 
appearance.  The  cares  of  his  new  reign  en- 
tirely engrossed  his  mind.  The  dignity  of  an 
absolute  king  did  not  sit  gracefully  upon  him. 
Though  ostentatiously  demonstrative  in  his 
greeting,  the  delicate  instincts  of  Wilhelmina 
taught  her  that  her  brother''s  caresses  were  heart- 
less. He  was  just  recovering  from  a  fit  of  the 
ague,  and  looked  emaciate  and  sallow.  The 
court  was  in  mourning.  During  those  funereal 
days  no  festivities  could  be  indulged  in.  The 
queen-mother  was  decorously  melancholy ;  she 
seems  to  have  been  not  only  disappointed,  but 
excessively  chagrined,  to  find  that  she  was  ex- 
cluded by  her  son  from  the  slightest  influence  in 
public  affairs.  The  distant,  arrogant,  and  as- 
suming airs  of  the  young  king  soon  rendered 
him  unpopular. 

'*  A  general  discontent,"  writes  Wilhelmina, 
"  reigned  in  the  country.  The  love  of  his  sub- 
jects was  pretty  much  gone.  People  spoke  of 
him  in  no  measured  terms.  Some  accused  him 
of  caring  nothing  about  those  who  helped  him 
as  prince  royal.  Others  complained  of  his  av- 
arice as  surpassing  that  of  the  late  king.  He 
was  accused  of  violence  of  temper,  of  a  suspi- 
cious disposition,  of  distrust,  haughtiness,  dis- 
simulation. I  would  have  spoken  to  him  about 
these  had  not  my  brother  Augustus  William 
and  the  queen  regnant  dissuaded  me." 

Frederick  invited  his  sister  to  visit  him  at 
Reinsberg,  to  which  place  either  business  or 
pleasure  immediately  called  him.  After  the 
lapse  of  two  days  Wilhelmina,  with  the  neglect- 
ed queen  Elizabeth,  repaired  to  the  enchanting 
chateau,  hoping  to  find,  amidst  its  rural  scenes, 
that  enjoyment  which  she  never  yet  had  been 
able  to  find  in  the  sombre  halls  of  the  Berlin 
palace.  Here  quite  a  gay  company  was  assem- 
bled. Frederick  was  very  laboriously  occupied 
during  the  day  in  affairs  of  state.  But  in  the 
evening  he  appeared  in  the  social  circles,  at- 
tracting the  attention  of  all  by  his  conversation- 
al brilliance,  and  by  the  apparent  heartiness 
with  which  he  entered  into  the  amusements  of 
the  court.  He  took  an  active  part  in  some  pri- 
vate theatricals,  and  none  were  aware  of  the 
profound  schemes  of  ambition  which,  cloaked 
by  this  external  gayety,  were  engrossing  his 
thoughts. 

On  the  25th  of  October  a  courier  arrived,  di- 
rect from  Vienna,  with  the  startling  intelligence 
that  the  emperor  Charles  VI.  had  died  five  days 
before.  The  king  was  at  the  time  suffering 
from  a  severe  attack  of  chills  and  fever.  There 
was  quite  a  long  deliberation  in  the  court  wheth- 
er it  were  safe  to  communicate  the  agitating  in- 
telligence to  his  majesty  while  he  was  so  sick. 
They  delayed  for  an  hour,  and  then  cautiously 
I  informed  the  king  of  the  great  event.  Freder- 
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ick  listened  in  silence ;  uttered  not  a  word ;  made 
no  sign.^    Subsequent  events  proved  that  his 

1  "His  majesty,"  says  M.  Bielfeld,  "did  not  appear 
to  be  greatly  moved.  But  what  followed  convinces 
me  that  he  possesses  the  art  of  composing  his  counte- 
nance ;  and  that  the  emotion  passed  within.  For  he 
rose  soon  after,  sent  for  M.  Von  Eichel,  secretary  of 
the  cabinet,  and  commanded  him  to  write  to  marshal 
Schwerin  and  M.  Von  Podewils,  minister  for  foreign 
affairs,  and  order  them  to  come  immediately  to  Reins- 
berg.  These  gentlemen  arrived  forthwith.  They  dai- 
ly held  long  and  very  secret  conferences  with  his  ma- 
jesty. They  say  that  sovereigns  have  sometimes  au- 
thority even  over  their  infirmities.  The  fever  has 
shown  itself  docile  to  the  will  of  the  monarch  ;  for  aft- 
er two  slight  attacks  it  has  entirely  '.eft  him."— Let- 
ters, iv.  p.  18. 


soul  must  have  been  agitated  by  the  tidings  to 
its  profoundest  depths.  The  death  of  the  em- 
peror, at  that  time,  was  unexpected.  But  it  is 
pretty  evident  that  Frederick  had,  in  the  som- 
bre recesses  of  his  mind,  resolved  upon  a  course 
of  action  when  the  emperor  should  die  which 
he  knew  would  be  fraught  with  the  most  mo- 
mentous results.  In  fact,  this  action  proved 
the  occasion  of  wars  and  woes  from  which, 
could  the  king  have  foreseen  them,  he  would 
doubtless  have  shrunk  back  appalled. 

The  emperor  Charles  VI.  left  no  son.  He 
therefore  promulgated  a  new  law  of  succession 
in  a  decree  known  throughout  Europe  as  the 
"Pragmatic  Sanction."    By  the  custom  of  the 
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realm  the  sceptre  could  descend  only  to  male 
heirs.  But  by  this  decree  the  king  declared 
that  the  crown  of  the  house  of  Hapsburg  should 
be  transmitted  to  his  daughter,  Maria  Theresa. 
This  law  had  been  ratified  by  the  estates  of  all 
the  kingdoms  and  principalities  which  composed 
the  Austrian  monarchy.  All  the  leading  pow- 
ers of  Europe — England,  France,  Spain,  Prus- 
sia, Russia,  Poland,  Sweden,  Denmark,  and 
the  Germanic  body — had  bound  themselves  by 
treaty  to  maintain  the  "  Pragmatic  Sanction." 
It  was  a  peaceable  and  wise  arrangement,  ac- 
ceptable to  the  people  of  Austria  and  to  the  dy- 
nasties of  Europe  as  a  means  of  averting  a  war 
of  succession,  which  might  involve  all  the  na- 
tions of  the  continent  in  the  conflict. 

The  death  scene  of  the  emperor  was  an  event 
which  must  interest  every  reader.  Upon  his 
return  from  a  hunting  excursion  into  Hungary 
he  was  attacked,  on  Thursday  evening,  October 
16,  by  slight  indisposition,  which  was  supposed 
to  have  been  caused  by  eating  imprudently  of 
mushrooms.  His  sickness,  baffling  the  skill  of 
the  doctors,  increased,  and  by  Saturday  night 
became  alarming.  On  Tuesday  it  was  thought 
that  he  was  dying.  The  pope's  nuncio  admin- 
istered to  him  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Sup- 
per. His  majesty  manifested  great  composure 
in  view  of  the  sublime  change  before  him,  and 
said  to  one  who  was  weeping  at  his  bedside : 

"  I  am  not  afraid  in  contemplating  the  dread 
tribunal  before  which  I  must  now  so  soon  ap- 
pear. I  am  certain  of  my  cause.  Look  at  me  I 
A  man  that  is  certain  of  his  cause  can  enter  on 
such  a  journey  with  good  courage  and  a  com- 
posed mind." 

To  his  physicians,  who  were  doubtful  respect- 


ing the  nature  of  his  disease,  he  said  :  "  If  doc- 
tor Gazelli  were  here  you  would  soon  know  what 
is  my  complaint.  As  it  is,  you  will  only  learn 
after  you  have  dissected  me." 

He  then  requested  to  be  shown  the  cup  in 
which  his  heart  would  be  placed  after  that  op- 
eration. His  daughter,  Maria  Theresa,  who 
had  married  the  grand  duke  Francis,  was  in  a 
delicate  state  of  health.  The  death  of  her  fa- 
ther would  place  the  weighty  crown  upon  her 
youthful  brow.  Grief  and  agitation  threw  her 
helpless  upon  her  bed.  So  important  Avas  her 
life  to  the  world  that  the  emperor  was  unwilling 
that,  in  her  then  condition,  she  should  enter  the 
death-chamber. 

"Tell  my  Theresa,"  said  he,  in  faint  and  dy- 
ing accents,  "  that  I  bless  her,  notwithstanding 
her  absence." 

The  empress  had  fainted  away  at  the  bed- 
side, and  had  been  borne,  in  the  arms  of  the  at- 
tendants, into  her  daughter  Maria  Theresa's 
cliamber.  She  was  now  summoned,  with  the 
younger  children,  for  the  final  adieu.  As  the 
empress,  almost  delirious  with  grief,  re-entered 
the  apartment,  she  threw  herself  upon  the  bed 
of  her  dying  husband,  and  exclaimed,  in  fren- 
zied tones,  "Do  not  leave  me!  Do  not  leave 
me!" 

During  all  the  day  of  Wednesday  weeping 
friends  stood  around  the  bed,  as  the  lamp  of 
life  flickered  in  its  socket.  Every  moment  it 
was  expected  that  the  emperor  would  breathe 
his  last.  At  two  o'clock  the  next  morning  the 
spirit  took  its  flight,  and  the  lifeless  clay  alone 
remained.  The  grief-stricken  empress  closed 
the  eyes  of  her  departed  husband,  kissed  his 
hands,  and  "was  carried  out  more  dead  than 
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alive."  Thus  ended  the  male  line  of  the  House 
of  Hapsburg,  after  five  centuries  of  royal  sway. 
The  emperor  died  the  20th  of  October,  1740,  in 
the  fifty-sixth  year  of  his  age. 

As  Frederick  received  the  tidings  of  this 
death  he  rose,  dressed  himself,  and  his  ague 
disappeared  to  return  no  more.  A  courier  was 
immediately  dispatched,  at  the  top  of  his  speed, 
to  summon  to  his  presence  general  Schwerin 
and  M.  Fodewils,  his  chief  minister.  Two  days 
must  elapse  before  they  could  reach  him.  In 
the  mean  time  the  king,  taking  counsel  of  no 
one,  was  maturing  his  plans  and  making  quiet 
but  vigorous  preparations  for  their  executicm. 
He  wrote  the  next  day  to  Voltaire,  in  allusion 
to  the  emperor's  death  : 

"I  believe  that  there  will,  by  June  next,  be 
more  talk  of  cannon,  soldiers,  trenches,  than 
of  actresses  and  dancers  for  the  ballet.  This 
small  event  changes  the  entire  system  of  Europe. 
It  is  the  little  stone  which  Nebuchadnezzar  saw 
in  his  dream,  loosening  itself  and  rolling  down 
on  the  image  made  of  four  metals,  whix:h  it 
shivers  to  ruin." 

On  the  southeast  frontier  of  Prussia,  between 
that  kingdom  and  Poland  and  Hungary,  there 
was  an  Austrian  realm  called  Silesia.  The 
country  embraced  a  territory  of  twenty  thou- 
sand square  miles,  being  about  twice  as  large 
as  the  State  of  Vermont.  The  population  was 
about  two  millions.  For  more  than  a  century 
Silesia  had  been  a  portion  of  the  Austrian  king- 
dom. Time,  and  the  assent  of  Europe,  had 
sanctioned  the  title. 


But  the  young  king  Frederick  was  very  am- 
bitious of  enlarging  the  borders  of  his  Lillipu- 
tian realm,  and  of  thus  attaining  a  higher  posi- 
tion among  the  proud  and  powerful  monarchs 
who  surrounded  him,  Maria  Theresa,  who  had 
inherited  the  crown  of  Austria,  was  a  remarka- 
bly beautiful,  graceful,  and  accomplished  young 
lady,  in  the  twenty-fourth  year  of  her  age.  She 
was  a  young  wife,  having  married  Francis  duke 
of  Lorraine.  Her  health,  as  we  have  men- 
tioned, was  at  that  time  delicate.  Frederick 
thought  the  opportunity  a  favorable  one  for 
wresting  Silesia  from  Austria,  and  annexing  it 
to  his  own  kingdom.  The  queen  was  entirely 
inexperienced,  and  could  not  prove  a  very  for- 
midable military  antagonist.  Her  army  was 
in  no  respect,  either  in  number,  discii)line,  or 
materiel,  prepared  for  war.  Her  treasury  was 
deplorably  empty.  There  was  also  reason  for 
Frederick  to  hope  that  several  claimants  would 
rise  in  ojoposition  to  her,  disputing  the  succes- 
sion. 

On  the  other  hand,  Frederick  himself  was  in 
the  very  prime  of  manhood.  He  was  ambitious 
of  military  lenown.  He  had  a  compact  army 
of  one  hundred  thousand  men,  in  better  drill 
and  more  amply  provided  with  all  the  appara- 
tus of  war  than  any  other  troops  in  Europe. 
The  frugality  of  liis  father  had  left  him  with  a 
treasury  full  to  overflowing.  To  take  military 
possession  of  Silesia  would  be  a  very  easy  thing. 
There  was  nothing  to  obstruct  the  rush  of  his 
troops  across  the  frontiers.  There  were  no 
strongly  garrisoned  fortresses,  and  not  above 
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three  thousand  soldiers  in  the  whole  realm. 
No  one  even  suspected  that  Frederick  would 
lay  any  claim  to  the  territory,  or  that  there  was 
the  slightest  danger  of  invasion.  The  compli- 
cated claim  which  he  finally  presented,  in  of- 
ficial manifestoes,  was  founded  upon  transac- 
tions which  had  taken  place  a  hundred  years 
before.  In  conversation  with  his  friends  he 
did  not  lay  much  stress  upon  any  legitimate 
title  he  had  to  the  territory.  He  frankly  ad- 
mitted, to  quote  his  own  words,  that  "Ambi- 
tion, interest,  the  desire  of  making  people  talk 
about  me,  carried  the  day,  and  I  decided  for 
war."^ 

The  general  voice  of  history  has  severely 
condemned  the  Prussian  king  for  this  invasion 
of  Silesia.  Frederick  probably  owed  his  life  to 
the  interposition  of  the  father  of  Maria  Theresa, 
when  the  young  prince  was  threatened  with  the 
scaffold  by  his  own  father.   Prussia,  was  bound 


1  Macaulay,  speaking  of  the  claims  of  Frederick  to 
Silesia,  says :  "  They  amount  to  this,  that  the  house  of 
Brandenburg  had  some  ancient  pretensions  to  Silesia, 
and  had,  in  the  previous  century,  been  compelled,  by 
hard  usage  on  the  part  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  to  waive 
those  pretensions.  It  is  certain  that,  whoever  might 
have  been  originally  in  the  right,  Prussia  had  sub- 
mitted. Prince  after  prince  of  the  house  of  Branden- 
burg had  acquiesced  in  the  existing  arrangement. 
Nay,  the  court  of  Berlin  had  recently  been  allied  with 
that  of  Vienna,  and  had  guaranteed  the  integrity  of 
the  Austrian  states.  Is  it  not  perfectly  clear  that,  if 
antiquated  claims  are  to  be  set  up  against  recent 
treaties  and  long  possession,  the  world  can  never  be 
at  peace  for  a  day  ?" — Life  of  Frederick  the  Great,  by 
Macaulay,  p.  62. 


by  the  most  solemn  guarantees  to  respect  the 
integrity  of  the  Austrian  states.  There  was, 
seemingly,  a  great  want  of  magnanimity  in 
taking  advantage  of  the  extreme  youth,  inex- 
perience, and  delicate  health  of  the  young 
queen,  who  was  also  embarrassed  by  an  empty 
treasury  and  a  weakened  and  undisciplined 
army.  Frederick  had  also  made,  in  his  Anti- 
Machiavel,  loud  protestations  of  his  love  of  jus- 
tice and  magnanimity.  Mr.  Carlyle,  while  hon- 
estly stating  these  facts,  still  does  not  blame 
Frederick  for  the  seizing  the  opportunity  which 
the  death  of  the  emperor  presented  for  him  to 
enlarge  his  dominions  by  plundering  the  domain 
of  Maria  Theresa. 

"It  is  almost  touching,"  Mr.  Carlyle  writes, 
"  to  reflect  how  unexpectedly,  like  a  bolt  out 
of  the  blue,  all  this  had  come  upon  Frederick, 
and  how  it  overset  his  fine  programme  fbr  the 
winter  at  Reinsberg,  and  for  his  life  generally. 
Not  the  Peaceable  magnanimities,  but  the  War- 
like, are  the  thing  appointed  Frederick  this 
winter,  and  mainly  henceforth.  Those  *  golden 
or  soft  radiances'  which  we  saw  in  him,  admi- 
rable to  Voltaire  and  to  Frederick,  and  to  an 
esurient  philanthropic  world,  it  is  not  those,  it 
is  the  '  steel  bright  or  stellar  kind'  that  are  to 
become  predominant  in  Frederick's  existence ; 
grim  hail-storms,  thunders,  and  tornado  for  an 
existence  to  him  instead  of  the  opulent  geniali- 
ties and  halcyon  weather  anticipated  by  him- 
self and  others. 

"Indisputably  enough  to  us,  if  not  yet  to 
Frederick,  '  Reinsberg  and  Life  to  the  Muses' 
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are  done.  On  a  sudden,  from  the  opposite  side 
of  the  horizon,  see  miraculous  Opportunity  rush- 
ing hitherward ;  swift,  terrible,  clothed  with 
lightning  like  a  courser  of  the  gods ;  dare  you 
clutch  him  by  the  thunder-mane,  and  fling  your- 
self upon  him,  and  make  for  the  Empyrean  by 
that  course  rather?  Be  immediate  about  it 
then ;  the  time  is  now  or  never !  No  fair  judge 
can  blame  the  young  man  that  he  laid  hold  of 
the  flaming  Opportunity  in  this  manner,  and 
obeyed  the  new  omen.  To  seize  such  an  Op- 
portunity and  perilously  mount  upon  it  was  the 
part  of  a  young,  magnanimous  king,  less  sensi- 
ble to  the  perils  and  more  to  the  other  consid- 
erations than  one  older  would  have  been."^ 

With  the  utmost  secrecy  Frederick  matured 
his  plans.  It  could  not  be  concealed  that  he 
was  about  to  embark  in  some  important  mili- 
tary enterprise.  The  embassadors  from  other 
<?ourts  exerted  all  their  ingenuity,  but  in  vain, 
to  ascertain  in  what  direction  the  army  was  to 
march.  Though  the  French  had  an  embassa- 
dor at  Berlin,  still  it  would  seem  that  Voltaire 
was  sent,  as  a  spy,  under  the  guise  of  friend- 
ship, to  attempt  to  ferret  out  the  designs  of  the 
king.  These  men,  who  did  not  profess  any  re- 
gard to  the  principles  of  religion,  seem  also  to 
have  trampled  under  feet  all  the  instincts  of 
honor.  Voltaire  endeavored  to  conceal  his 
treachery  beneath  smiles  and  flattery,  writing 
even  love  verses  to  the  king.  The  king  kept 
his  own  secret.  Voltaire  was  not  a  little  cha- 
grined by  his  want  of  success.  In  his  billet  of 
leave  he  wrote : 

"Nou,  raalgre  vos  vertns,  uon  malgr(S  vos  appas, 
Mon  Ame  u'est  point  satisfaite: 
Non,  vous  u'iStes  qu'une  coquette, 
Qui  subjuguez  les  coeurs,  et  ne  vous  donnez  pas."2 

Frederick,  while  equally  complimentary,  while 
lavishing  gifts  and  smiles  upon  his  guest,  to 
whom  he  had  written  that  as  there  "could  be 
but  one  God,  so  there  could  be  but  one  Vol- 
taire," wrote  from  Ruppin  to  M.  Jordan,  on  the 
28th  of  November,  just  before  Voltaire  took  his 
leave : 

"Thy  miser"  (Voltaire)  "shall  drink  to  the 
lees  of  his  insatiable  desire  to  enrich  himself.  He 
shall  have  the  three  thousand  thalers  [$2250]. 
He  was  with  me  six  days.  That  will  be  at  the 
rate  of  five  hundred  thalers  [$375]  a  day. 


1  The  king  of  Prussia,  the  Anti-Machiavel,  had  al- 
ready fully  determined  to  commit  the  great  crime  of 
violating  his  plighted  faith,  of  robbing  the  ally  whom 
he  was  bound  to  defend,  and  of  plunging  all  Europe 
into  a  long,  bloody,  and  desolating  war,  and  all  this 
for  no  other  end  whatever  except  that  he  might  ex- 
tend his  dominions  and  see  his  name  in  the  gazettes. 
He  determined  to  assemble  a  great  army  with  speed 
and  secrecy  to  invade  Silesia  before  Maria  Theresa 
should  be  apprised  of  his  design,  and  to  add  that  rich 
province  to  his  kingdom."— Lr/e  of  Frederick  the  Great, 
by  Maoaulay,  p.  61. 

2  No,  notwithstanding  your  virtues,  notwithstand- 

ing your  attractions, 
My  soul  is  not  satisfied. 
No,  you  arc  but  a  coquette ; 
You  subjugate  the  hearts  of  others,  and  do  not 

give  your  own. 
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That  is  paying  dearly  for  a  fool.  Never  had 
court  fool  such  wages  before." 

The  Austrian  envoy  expressed  to  his  court  a 
suspicion  that  Silesia  might  be  threatened.  The 
reply  which  came  back  was  that  the  Austrian 
court  would  not,  and  could  not,  believe  that  a 
prince  who  was  iinder  such  obligations  to  the 
father  of  Maria  Theresa,  and  who  had  made 
such  loud  professions  of  integrity  and  philan- 
thropy, could  be  guilty  of  such  an  outrage. 

Frederick  did  what  he  could  to  divert  tlie 
attention  of  the  court  at  Reinsberg  by  multi- 
plying gayeties  of  every  kind.  There  Avas  feast- 
ing, and  music,  and  dancing,  and  theatric  ex- 
hibitions, often  continuing  until  four  o'clock  in 
tlie  morning.  In  the  mean  time  couriers  were 
coming  and  going.  Troops  were  moving.  Pro- 
visions and  the  mateiiel  of  war  were  accumula- 
ting. Anxious  embassadors  watched  every 
movement  of  the  king's  hand,  weighed  every 
word  which  escaped  his  lips,  and  tried  every 
adroit  measure  to  elicit  from  him  his  secret. 
The  Danish  minister,  Pratorius,  wrote  to  his 
court  from  Berlin  : 

"From  all  persons  who  return  from  Reins- 
berg the  unanimous  report  is  tliat  the  king 
works  the  whole  day  through,  with  an  assiduity 
which  is  unique ;  and  then,  in  the  evening, 
gives  himself  to  the  pleasures  of  society,  with  a 
vivacity  of  mirth  and  sprightly  humor  which 
makes  those  evening  parties  charming." 

The  marquis  of  Botta,  the  Au^^ian  envoy, 
endeavoring  to  penetrate  the  plans  of  Frederick, 
descanted  upon  the  horrible  condition  of  tlie 
roads  in  Silesia,  which  province  he  had  traversed 
in  coming  to  Berlin.  The  king  listened  with 
a  quiet  smile,  and  then,  with  much  apparent  in- 
difference, replied : 

"The  worst  which  can  happen  to  those  who 
wish  to  travel  in  Silesia  is  to  get  spattered  witli 
the  mud." 

The  English  envoy,  sir  Gay  Dickens,  being 
utterly  baffled  in  all  his  endeavors  to  discover 
the  enterprise  upon  which  the  king  was  about 
to  embark,  wrote  to  his  court : 

"Nobody  here,  great  or  small,  dares  make 
any  representation  to  this  young  prince  against 
the  measures  he  is  pursuing,  though  all  are 
sensible  of  the  confusion  which  must  follow.  A 
prince  who  had  the  least  regard  to  honor,  truth, 
and  justice,  could  not  act  the  part  he  is  going 
to  do.  But  it  is  plain  his  only  view  is  to  de- 
ceive us  all,  and  conceal  for  a  while  his  ambi- 
tious and  mischievous  designs." 

Dickens  at  length  ventured  to  ask  the  king 
directly,  "What  shall  I  write  to  England?" 

Frederick  angrily  replied,  "You  can  have  no 
instructions  to  ask  that  question.  And  if  you 
had,  I  have  an  answer  ready  for  you.  England 
has  no  right  to  inquire  into  my  designs.  Your 
great  sea  armaments,  did  I  ask  you  any  ques- 
tion about  them  ?  No  !  I  was,  and  am,  silent 
on  that  head."^ 

I  In  this  wicked  world  power  seldom  respects  weak- 
ness. No  sooner  was  the  emperor  dead  than  four 
claimants  sprang  up  to  wrest  from  Maria  Theresa  a 
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By  the  10th  of  December,  within  a  fortnight 
of  the  time  that  the  king  received  the  tidings 
of  the  death  of  the  emperor,  he  had  collected 
such  a  force  on  the  frontiers  of  Silesia  that  there 
could  be  no  question  that  the  invasion  of  that 
province  was  intended.  As  not  the  slightest 
preparation  had  been  made  on  the  part  of  Aus- 
tria to  meet  such  an  event,  the  king  could  with 
perfect  ease  overrun  the  province  and  seize  all 
its  fortresses.  But  Austria  was,  in  territory, 
resources,  and  military  power,  vastly  stronger 
than  Prussia.  It  was  therefore  scarcely  possi- 
ble that  Frederick  could  hold  the  province,  after 
he  had  seized  it,  unless  he  could  encourage 
others  tp  dispute  the  succession  of  Maria  The- 
resa, and  thus  involve  Europe  in  a  general  war. 
Frederick,  having  made  all  his  arrangements 
for  prompt  and  vigorous  action,  sent  to  Maria 
Theresa  a  message  which  could  be  regarded 
only  as  an  insult : 

"Surrender  to  me  peaceably,"  was  the  sub- 
stance of  this  demand,  "the  province  of  Silesia, 
and  I  will  be  the  ally  of  your  majesty  in  main- 
taining your  right  to  the  throne,  and  in  defend- 
ing the  integrity  of  all  the  rest  of  your  realms. 
I  will  exert  my  influence  to  have  the  grand 
duke  Francis^  chosen  emperor  of  Germany,  and 
will  also  immediately  pay  one  million  of  dollars 
into  the  Austrian  treasury." 

An  embassador,  count  De  Gotter,  was  sent  to 
Vienna,  to  present  this  demand  to  Maria  The- 
resa. He  \^s  authorized,  in  case  these  terms 
were  not  accepted,  to  declare  war.  But  in  the 
mean  time,  before  the  count  could  possibly  Teach 
Vienna,  consequently  before  there  was  any  dec- 
laration of  war,  or  even  any  demand  presented, 
Frederick,  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  had  entered 
Silesia,  and  was  seizing  its  defenseless  for- 
tresses.'* 

As  the  king  was  about  to  embark  upon  this 
enterprise,  it  was  proposed  to  place  upon  the 
banners  the  words,  "For  God  And  Our  Coun- 
try." But  Frederick  struck  out  the  words 
"For  God,"  saying  that  it  was  improper  to  in- 
troduce the  name  of  the  Deity  into  the  quarrels 
of  men ;  and  that  he  was  embarking  in  war  to 
gain  a  province,  not  for  religion.^  In  a  brief 
speech  to  his  soldiers  he  said  : 


part  or  the  whole  of  the  kingdoms  she  had  inherited 
from  her  ftxther  ;  and  this,  notwithstanding  nearly  all 
the  powers  of  Europe  had  guaranteed  the  Pragmatic 
Sanction.  The  elector  of  Bavaria  claimed  Bohemia, 
from  an  article  in  the  will  of  the  emperor  Ferdinand 
L,  made  two  centuries  before.  The  king  of  Poland 
demanded  the  whole  Austrian  succession,  in  virtue  of 
the  right  of  his  wife,  who  was  the  eldest  daughter  of 
the  emperor  Joseph,  elder  brother  of  Charles  VI.  The 
king  of  Spain  claimed  all  the  Austrian  possessions,  in 
consequence  of  his  descent  from  the  wife  of  Philip  IL, 
who  was  daughter  of  the  emperor  Maximilian.  The 
king  of  Sardinia  h  unted  up  an  obsolete  claim  to  the 
duchy  of  Milan.  But  for  the  embarrassment  into 
which  these  claims  plunged  Maria  Theresa,  Frederick 
would  hardly  have  ventured  to  invade  the  province  of 
Silesia.  The  woes  which,  in  consequence,  desolated 
the  nations  of  Europe  no  mind  but  that  of  the  omnis- 
cient God  can  gauge. 

1  The  husband  of  Maria  Theresa. 

2  Voi.taiee's  Age  of  Louis  XV.,  i.  p.  54.         3  Id. 


"  Gentlemen,  I  do  not  look  upon  you  as  my 
subjects,  but  as  my  friends.  The  troops  of 
Brandenburg  have  always  signalized  themselves 
by  their  courage,  and  given,  on  different  occa- 
sions, the  fullest  evidences  of  their  bravery.  I 
shall  be  an  eye-witness  to  all  your  exploits. 
You  will  always  fight  in  my  presence.  I  will 
recompense  those  who  shall  distinguish  them- 
selves for  their  zeal  in  my  service,  rather  as  a 
father  than  as  a  sovereign." 

In  reference  to  this  campaign  the  king  sub- 
sequently wrote  :  "At  the  death  of  the  emperor 
there  were  but  two  Austrian  regiments  in  Si- 
lesia. Being  determined  to  assert  my  right  to 
that  duchy,  I  was  obliged  to  make  war  during 
the  winter,  that  I  might  make  the  banks  of  the 
Neisse  the  scene  of  action.  Had  I  waited  till 
the  spring,  what  we  gained  by  one  single  march 
would  certainly  have  cost  us  three  or  four  diffi- 
cult campaigns."^ 

To  the  summons  which  Frederick  sent  to 
Maria  Theresa,  demanding  the  surrender  of 
Silesia,  no  response  could  be  returned,  consist- 
ent w^ith  the  dignity  of  the  crown,  but  a  peremp- 
tory refusal.  The  reply  was  unanswerable  in 
its  logic.  Though  it  was,  in  general,  couched 
in  courteous  terms,  one  sentence  crept  into  it  of 
rather  scornful  defiance. 

.  "It  seems  strange,"  said  the  Austrian  min- 
ister of  war,  "  that  his  Prussian  majesty,  whose 
official  post  in  Germany,  as  chamberlain  of  the 
emperor,  is  to  present  the  basin  and  towel  to  the 
House  of  Austria,  should  now  presume  to  pre- 
scribe rules  to  it." 

On  Tuesday  night,  the  12th  of  December, 
1 740,  there  was  a  very  splendid  masked  ball  in 
Berlin.  The  king  and  queen  were  both  present. 
The  mind  of  the  king  was  evidently  preoccu- 
pied, though  he  endeavored  to  assume  an  air 
of  gayety.  Privately  quitting  the  ball,  at  a 
late  hour,  he  set  out,  early  in  the  morning,  to 
place  himself  at  the  head  of  forty  thousand 
troops  whom  he  had  assembled  near  the  Sile- 
sian  frontier.  A  small  escort  only  accompanied 
him.  It  was  a  cold  winter's  day.  Driving 
rapidly,  they  reached  Frankfort  that  night,  sixty 
miles  distant.  In  the  dawn  of  the  next  day  the 
king  was  again  upon  the  road,  and,  after  a  drive 
of  forty  miles,  reached  Crossen,  a  border  town, 
where  he  established  his  head-quarters. 

Two  Silesian  barons  called  upon  him,  and 
presented  a  Protest,  from  the  authorities  they 
represented,  against  his  meditated  invasion, 
the  design  of  which  was  now  manifest  to  all. 
The  king  received  them  very  courteously,  tossed 
the  Protest  to  a  secretary  to  file  away  or  to  cast 
into  the  waste-paper  basket,  and  invited  the  two 
gentlemen  to  dine  with  him. 

The  next  day  the  Prussian  army,  in  two  di- 
visions, occupying  a  space  about  ten  miles  long 
and  ten  broad,  in  the  lines  of  march,  crossed 
the  frontiers  and  entered  the  Silesian  territory.' 

1  Military  Instructions,  p.  ITl. 

2  The  army  with  which  Frederick  invaded  Silesia 
consisted  of  a  general  force  of  28,000  men,  which  was 
followed  by  a  rear-guard  of  12,000.   He  had,  in  all, 
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Frederick  issued  a  proclamation  declaring  that 
he  had  corne  as  a  friend  ;  that  no  one  would  be 
molested  in  person,  property,  or  religious  priv- 
ileges ;  and  that  every  thing  used  by  the  army 
would  be  amply  paid  for. 

In  very  rapid  march,  the  troops  advanced 
through  Griinberg  toward  Glogau,  about  forty 
miles  in  the  interior.  Here  there  was  a  fortified 
town,  which  was  considered  the  key  of  north- 
ern Silesia.  It  was  but  feebly  garrisoned,  and 
was  entirely  unprepared  for  resistance.  By 
great  exertions  the  Austrian  governor  of  the 
province,  count  Wallis,  and  his  second  in  com- 
mand, general  Browne,  succeeded  in  placing  be- 
hind the  works  a  little  garrison  of  one  thousand 
men.  The  whole  population  was  summoned  to 
work  upon  the  ramparts.  Count  Wallis  re- 
mained in  Glogau.  General  Browne  took  com- 
mand of  the  troops  and  garrisons  abroad.  But 
there  was  a  division  of  sentiment  within  the 
walls.  Quite  a  large  portion  of  the  population 
was  Protestant,  and  would  be  glad  to  come  un- 
der the  protection  of  Protestant  Prussia.  The 
Catholics  were  zealous  for  the  continued  reign 
of  Austria. 

The  Prussian  troops,  meeting  with  no  oppo- 
sition, spread  over  the  country,  and  a  strong 
division  reached  Weichau  on  Saturday,  the 
17th.  There  they  spent  Sunday  in  rest.  Fred- 
erick was  anxious  to  win  to  his  cause  the  Prot- 
estant population.  He  consequently  favored 
their  religious  institutions,  and  ordered  that 
Protestant  worship  should  be  held  in  the  villages 
which  he  occupied,  and  where  there  was  no 
Protestant  church  edifice,  one  part  of  the  day 
in  the  Catholic  churches.  This  plan  he  contin- 
ued through  the  campaign,  much  to  the  grati- 
fication of  the  chaplains  of  his  regiments  and 
the  Protestant  community  in  Silesia.  Though 
the  Austrian  government  had  not  been  particu- 
larly oppressive  to  the  Protestants,  still  it  leaned 
decidedly  against  what  it  deemed  heresy.  The 
Jesuits,  favored  by  the  governmental  officials, 
were  unwearied  in  their  endeavors  to  promote 
the  interests  of  their  Church.  Frederick,  by  al- 
lowing the  impression  to  be  spread  abroad  that 
he  was  the  champion  of  Protestantism,  was  en- 
abled to  secure  the  sympathies  of  quite  a  strong 
party  in  Silesia  in  his  favor.  It  is  said  that  two- 
thirds  of  the  inhabitants  of  Silesia  were  Protest- 
ants, and  therefore  favorable  to  Frederick. 

In  the  suburbs  of  Glogau  there  was  a  Prot- 
estant church  which  count  Wallis  deemed  it  a 
military  necessity  to  order  to  be  burned  down, 
lest  it  should  protect  the  Prussians  in  their  at- 
tack. "The  Prussians,"  said  Wallis,  "will 
make  a  block-house  of  it."  The  Protestants 
pleaded  earnestly  for  a  brief  respite,  and  sent  a 
delegation  to  Frederick  to  intercede  for  the 
safety  of  their  church.  The  king  very  courte- 
ously, and  with  shrewd  policy,  replied  : 

"  You  are  the  first  who  have  asked  any  favor 

about  12,000  cavalry.  The  remainder  were  foot-sol- 
diers. The  artillery  consisted  of  20  three-pouuders, 
4  twelve-pounders,  4  howitzers,  and  4  large  mortars  of 
fifty-pounds  calibre.    His  artillerymen  numbered  IGG. 


of  me  on  Silesian  ground.  Your  request  shall 
be  granted." 

Immediately  he  sent  a  polite  note  to  count 
Wallis,  assuring  him  that  the  attack,  if  attack 
were  necessary,  should  be  made  on  the  other 
side  of  the  city,  so  that  no  military  advantage 
could  be  taken  of  the  church.  This  popular 
act  resounded  widely  not  only  through  the  Prot- 
estant community  of  Silesia,  but  throughout 
Europe. 

Monday  morning,  December  19,  the  army 
was  again  on  the  move,  now  spread  out  into  a 
length  of  nearly  fifteen  miles,  and  even  more 
than  that  in  breadth.  Concentration  was  un- 
necessary, as  there  was  no  foe  to  be  encoun- 
tered. The  occupation  of  this  wide  area  en- 
abled Frederick  to  take  advantage  of  good 
roads,  and  also  to  obtain  abundance  of  supplies. 
Their  advance  led  them  in  a  southerly  direction, 
up  the  western  banks  of  the  Oder,  which  stream 
here  runs  nearly  north. 

It  seems  to  be  ever  the  doom  of  an  army  to 
encounter  mud  and  rain.  It  was  cold,  gloomy, 
December  weather.  The  troops  were  drenched 
and  chilled  by  the  floods  continually  falling  from 
the  clouds.  The  advance  of  the  army  was  over 
a  flat  country  where  the  water  stood  in  pools. 
All  day  long,  Monday  and  Tuesday,  the  rain 
continued  to  fall  without  intermission.  But 
the  Prussian  army,  under  its  impetuous  leader, 
paid  no  regard  to  the  antagonistic  elements. 

"Waters  all  out,  bridges  down,"  writes  Car- 
lyle ;  "the  country  one  wide  lake  of  eddying 
mud ;  up  to  the  knee  for  many  miles  together ; 
up  to  the  middle  for  long  spaces ;  sometimes 
even  to  the  chin  or  deeper,  where  your  bridge 
was  washed  away.  The  Prussians  marched 
through  it  as  if  they  had  been  slate  or  iron. 
Rank  and  file — nobody  quitted  his  rank,  nobody 
looked  sour  in  the  face — they  took  the  pouring 
of  the  skies  and  the  red  seas  of  terrestrial  liquid 
as  matters  that  must  be ;  cheered  one  anoth- 
er with  jocosities,  with  choral  snatches,  and 
swashed  unweariedly  forward.  Ten  hours 
some  of  them  were  out,  their  march  being 
tv/enty  or  twenty-five  miles." 

They  reached  Milkau  Tuesday  night,  the 
20th.  Here  they  were  allowed  one  day  of  rest, 
and  Frederick  gave  each  soldier  a  gratuity  of 
about  fifteen  cents.  On  Thursday  the  march 
was  resumed,  and  the  advance-guard  of  the 
army  was  rapidly  gathered  around  Glogau,  be- 
hind whose  walls  count  Wallis  had  posted  his 
intrepid  little  garrison  of  a  thousand  men. 
Here  Frederick  encountered  his  first  opposition. 
The  works  were  found  too  strong  to  be  carried 
by  immediate  assault,  and  Frederick  had  not 
yet  brought  forward  his  siege  cannon.  The 
following  extracts,  from  the  correspondence 
which  Frederick  carried  on  at  this  time,  de- 
velop the  state  of  public  sentiment,  and  the 
views  and  character  of  the  king.  His  friend 
Jordan,  who  had  been  left  in  Berlin,  Avrote  to 
him  as  follows,  under  date  of  December  14, 
1740,  the  day  after  the  king  left  to  place  him- 
self at  the  head  of  his  army  : 


< 
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"Every  body  here  is  on  tip-toe  for  the  event, 
of  which  both  origin  and  end  are  a  riddle  to 
most.  Those  who,  in  the  style  of  theologians, 
consider  themselves  entitled  to  be  certain,  main- 
tain that  your  majesty  is  expected  Avith  religious 
impatience  by  the  Protestants ;  and  that  the 
Catholics  hope  to  see  themselves  delivered  from 
a  multitude  of  imposts,  which  cruelly  tear  up  the 
beautiful  bosom  of  their  Church.  You  can  not 
but  succeed  in  your  valiant  and  stoical  enterprise, 
since  both  religion  and  worldly  interest  rank 
themselves  under  your  flag.  Wallis,  they  say, 
has  punished  a  Silesian  heretic,  of  enthusiastic 
turn,  as  blasphemer,  for  announcing  that  a  new- 
Messiah  is  just  coming.  I  have  a  taste  for  that 
kind  of  martyrdom.  Critical  persons  consider 
the  present  step  as  directly  opposed  to  certain 
maxims  in  the  Anti-Machiaveiy 

Again  M.  Jordan  wrote,  a  week  later,  on  the 
20th  of  December : 

"The  day  before  yesterday,  in  all  churches, 
was  prayer  to  Heaven  for  success  to  your  ma- 
jesty's arms,  interest  of  the  Protestant  religion 
being  one  cause  of  the  war,  or  the  only  one  as- 
signed by  the  reverend  gentleman.  At  the 
sound  of  these  words  the  zeal  of  the  people  kin- 
dles. '  Bless  God  for  raising  such  a  defender ! 
"Who  dared  suspect  our  king's  indiiference  to 
Protestantism  ?' " 

On  the  19th  of  December  the  king  WTOte, 
from  the  vicinity  of  Glogau,  to  M.  Jordan. 
Perhaps  he  would  not  so  frankly  have  revealed 
his  ambition  and  his  want  of  principle  had  he 
supposed  that  the  private  letter  would  be  ex- 
posed to  the  perusal  of  the  whole  civilized 
world. 

"Seigneur  Jordan,"  the  king  writes,  "thy 
letter  has  given  me  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  in 
regard  to  all  these  talkings  thou  reportest.  To- 
morrow I  arrive  at  our  last  station  this  side  of 
Glogau,  which  place  I  hope  to  get  in  a  few- 
days.  All  things  favor  my  designs ;  and  I  hope 
to  return  to  Berlin,  after  executing  them,  glo- 
riously, and  in  a  way  to  be  content  with.  Let 
the  ignorant  and  the  envious  talk.  It  is  not 
they  who  shall  ever  serve  as  load-star  to  my 
designs ;  not  they,  but  glory.  With  the  love 
of  that  I  am  penetrated  more  than  ever.  My 
troops  have  their  hearts  big  with  it,  and  I  an- 
swer to  thee  for  success.  Adieu  !  dear  Jordan. 
Write  me  all  the  ill  the  public  says  of  thy  friend, 
and  be  persuaded  that  I  love  and  will  esteem 
thee  always." 

To  Voltaire  the  king  wrote,  in  a  very  similar 
strain,  four  days  later,  on  the  23d  of  December : 

"  My  dear  Voltaire,— I  have  received  two 
of  your  letters,  but  could  not  answer  sooner. 
I  am  like  Charles  Twelfth's  chess  king,  who 
was  always  on  the  move.  For  a  fortnight  past 
we  have  been  kept  continually  afoot  and  under 
way  in  such  weather  as  you  never  saw. 

"I  am  too  tired  to  reply  to  your  delightful 
verses,  and  shivering  too  much  with  cold  to  taste 
all  the  charm  of  them.  But  that  will  come 
round  again.    Do  not  ask  poetry  from  a  man 


who  is  actually  doing  the  work  of  a  wagoner, 
and  sometimes  even  of  a  wagoner  stuck  in  the 
mud.  Would  you  like  to  know  my  way  of  life  ? 
We  march  from  seven  in  the  morning  till  four 
in  the  afternoon.  I  dine  then ;  afterward  I 
work  —  I  receive  tiresome  visits;  with  these 
comes  a  detail  of  insipid  matters  of  business. 
'Tis  wrong-headed  men,  punctiliously  difficult, 
who  are  to  be  set  right ;  heads  too  hot  which 
must  be  restrained,  idle  fellows  that  must  be 
urged,  impatient  men  that  must  be  rendered 
docile,  plunderers  to  be  restrained  within  the 
bounds  of  equity,  babblers  to  hear  babbling, 
dumb  people  to  keep  in  talk ;  in  fine,  one  has 
to  drink  with  those  that  like  it,  to  eat  with  those 
who  are  hungry ;  one  has  to  beconie  a  Jew  with 
Jews,  a  pagan  with  pagans.  Such  are  my  oc- 
cupations, which  I  would  willingly  make  over 
to  another  if  the  phantom  they  call  glory  did 
not  rise  on  me  too  often.  In  truth,  it  is  a  great 
folly,  but  a  folly  difficult  to  cast  away  when  once 
you  are  smitten  by  it. 

"Adieu,  my  dear  Voltaire!  May  Heaven 
preserve  from  misfortune  the  man  I  should  so 
like  to  sup  with  at  night  after  fighting  in  the 
morning.  Do  not  forget  the  absent  who  love 
you.  Frederick." 

.  As  we  have  mentioned,  the  army  advanced 
mainly  in  two  columns.  While  the  left  was 
briefly  delayed  at  Glogau,  the  right,  under  the 
command  of  general  Schwerin,  was  pushed  rap- 
idly forward,  a  few  leagues,  to  Liegnitz.  They 
reached  the  city,  unexpectedly  to  its  inhabit- 
ants, just  at  the  dawn  of  a  drear,  chill  winter's 
morning,  the  rain  having  changed  to  freezing 
cold.  It  was  Wednesday,  December  28.  The 
Prussian  grenadiers  stole  softly  upon  the  slum- 
bering sentry,  seized  them,  and  locked  them  in 
the  guard -house.  Then  the  whole  column 
marched  into  the  heart  of  the  city  silently, 
without  music,  but  with  a  tramp  which  aroused 
all  the  sleepers  in  the  streets  through  which 
they  passed — many  of  Avhom,  in  their  night- 
caps, peered  curiously  out  of  their  chamber 
windows.  Having  reached  the  central  square, 
or  market-place,  the  forces  were  concentrated, 
and  the  drums  and  bugles  pealed  forth  notes 
of  triumph.  The  Prussian  flag  rose  promptly 
from  rampart  and  tower.  Liegnitz  was  essen- 
tially a  Protestant  town.  The  inhabitants,  who 
had  received  but  few  favors  from  the  Catholic 
Austrian  government,  welcomed  their  invaders 
with  cautious  demonstrations  of  joy. 

Frederick  having  completed  the  investment 
of  Glogau,  cutting  off  all  its  supplies,  left  a  suf- 
ficient detachment  there  to  starve  the  city  into 
submission.  There  were  about  seven  thousand 
inhabitants  within  the  walls — "a  much-endur- 
ing, frugal,  pious,  and  very  desirable  people." 
As  it  was  probable  that  the  feeble  garrison,  aft- 
er a  brief  show  of  resistance,  would  surrender, 
Frederick  hastened  in  person,  with  all  his  re- 
maining available  troops,  toward  Breslau,  the 
!  capital  of  Silesia.  On  the  27th  he  wrote  to  M. 
I  Jordan  : 
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"I  march  to-morrow  for  Breslau,  and  shall 
be  there  in  four  days.  You  Berliners  have  a 
spirit  of  prophecy  which  goes  beyond  nie.  In 
fine,  I  go  my  road  ;  and  you  will  shortly  see 
Silesia  ranked  in  the  list  of  our  provinces* 
Adieu  !  this  is  all  I  have  time  to  tell  you.  Re- 
ligion and  our  brave  soldiers  will  do  the  rest." 

With  almost  unprecedented  rapidity  Fred- 
erick pressed  his  troops  along,  accomplishing 
"in  three  marches  near  upon  seventy  miles." 
The  course  of  the  Oder  here  is,  in  its  general 
direction,  northwest.  The  army  marched  along 
its  southwestern  banks.  On  Saturday  evening, 
the  last  day  of  the  year,  the  advance-guard  took 
possession  of  the  southern  and  western  suburbs 
of  Breslau.  The  city,  of  one  hundred  thousand 
inhabitants,  was  spread  out  over  both  banks  of 
the  stream.  Frederick  established  his  head- 
quarters at  the  palace  of  Pilsnitz,  about  five 
miles  from  the  city.  There  were  many  Prot- 
estants in  Breslau,  who  rejoiced  in  the  idea  of 
exchanging  a  Catholic  for  a  Protestant  govern- 
ment. It  is  said  that  some  of  the  sentinels  on 
the  walls  would  watch  their  opportunity  and 
present  arms  to  the  Prussian  soldiers,  and  even 
at  times  exclaim,  "  Welcome,  dear  Sirs !" 

Before  sunrise  Sunday  morning  the  Prussians 
had  seized  upon  many  important  posts.  About 
seven  o'clock  a  flag  of  truce,  or  rather  a  trump- 
eter, approached  one  of  the  gates,  demanding 
admittance  to  communicate  to  the  chief  magis- 
trate of  the  city  the  intentions  and  requisitions 
of  the  Prussian  king.  After  some  delay,  two 
colonels  were  admitted.  They  demanded  the 
entire  surrender  of  the  city,  and  that  the  au- 
thority of  Frederick,  the  king  of  Prussia,  should 
be  recognized  instead  of  that  of  Maria  Theresa, 
queen  of  Austria.  All  their  local  laws  and  cus- 
toms were  to  be  respected,  and  they  were  to  be 
protected  in  all  their  rights  and  privileges.  Their 
own  garrison  should  guard  the  city.  No  Prus- 
sian soldier  should  enter  the  gates  with  other 
than  side-arms.  The  king  himself,  in  taking 
possession  of  the  city,  should  be  accompanied 
by  a  body-guard  of  but  thirty  men.  The  city 
council  was  assembled  to  consider  this  sum- 
mons, and  thirty  hours  were  spent  in  anxious 
deliberation. 

In  the  mean  time  Frederick  took  positions 
which  commanded  the  three  gates  on  his,  the 
southern,  side  of  the  river ;  constructed  a  bridge 
of  boats  ;  and  sent  four  hundred  men  across  the 
stream,  and  made  preparations  to  force  an  en- 
trance. At  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of 
Monday,  not  a  gun  having  yet  been  fired,  a 
messenger  brought  the  intelligence  that  the  town 
would  be  surrendered.  At  eight  o'clock  the 
next  morning,  Tuesday,  3d  of  January,  1741, 
the  city  authorities  came  in  their  coaches,  with 
much  parade,  to  welcome  their  new  sovereign. 
It  was  a  bitter  cold  morning.  The  king  had 
ridden  away  to  reconnoitre  the  walls  in  their 
whole  circuit.  It  was  not  until  near  noon  that 
he  was  prepared  to  accompany  the  officials  to 
the  palace  which  was  made  ready  for  him.  He 
then,  on  horseback,  attended  by  his  principal 
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officers,  and  followed  by  an  imposing  retinue, 
in  a  grand  entrance,  proudly  took  possession  of 
his  easy  conquest.  He  rode  a  very  magnificent 
gray  charger,  and  Avore  his  usual  cocked  hat 
and  a  blue  cloak,  both  of  which  were  somewhat 
the  worse  for  wear.  Four  footmen,  gorgeously 
dressed  in  scarlet,  trimmed  with  silver  lace, 
walked  by  the  side  of  his  horse.  The  streets 
through  which  he  passed  were  thronged,  and 
the  windows  and  balconies  were  crowded  with 
spectators  of  both  sexes.  Though  Frederick 
did  not  meet  Avith  an  enthusiastic  reception,  he 
was  very  gracious,  bowing  to  the  people  on  each 
side  of  the  street,  and  saluting  with  much  court- 
esy those  who  seemed  to  be  people  of  note. 

On  the  evening  of  the  5th  his  Prussian  ma- 
jesty gave  a  grand  ball.  All  the  nobility,  high 
and  low,  were  invited.  The  provident  king  ar- 
ranged that  the  expenses,  which  he  was  to  de- 
fray, should  not  exceed  half  a  guinea  for  each 
guest.  Early  hours  were  fashionable  in  those 
days.  Frederick  entered  the  assembly-rooms 
at  six  o'clock,  and  opened  the  ball  with  a  Sile- 
sian  lady.  He  was  very  complaisant,  and  walk- 
ed through  the  rooms  with  a  smile  upon  his 
countenance,  conversing  freely  with  the  most 
distinguished  of  his  guests.  About  ten  o'clock 
he  silently  withdrew,  but  the  dancing  and  feast- 
ing continued  until  a  late  hour. 

The  king  exerted  all  his  powers  of  fascination 
to  gain  the  affections  of  the  people.  Though 
he  dismissed  all  the  Austrian  public  function- 
aries, and  supplied  their  places  by  his  own 
friends,  he  continued  to  the  Catholics  their  an- 
cient privileges,  and  paid  marked  attention  to 
the  bishop  and  his  clergy.  At  the  same  time 
he  encouraged  the  Protestants  with  the  expect- 
ation that  he  would  prove  their  especial  friend. 
At  the  assemblies  vv^hich  he  gave  each  evening 
that  he  was  in  the  city,  he  lavished  his  smiles 
upon  the  ladies  who  were  distinguished  either 
for  exalted  rank  or  for  beauty.  But  there  is  no 
evidence  that,  during  this  campaign,  he  wrote 
one  line  to  his  absent,  neglected  wife,  or  that 
he  expended  one  thought  upon  her. 

About  thirty  miles  southeast  of  Breslau  is  the 
pleasant  little  town  of  Ohlau,  situated  in  the 
delta  formed  by  the  junction  of  the  Ohlau 
River  with  the  Oder.  It  was  a  place  of  some 
strength,  and  the  Austrian  authorities  had 
thrown  into  it  a  garrison  of  three  hundred 
men.  Frederick  appeared  before  its  gates  on 
the  morning  of  January  the  9th.  He  imme- 
diately sent  in  the  following  summons  to  the 
garrison  : 

"If  you  make  any  resistance,  you  shall  be 
treated  as  prisoners  of  war.  If  you  make  no 
resistance,  and  promise  not  to  serve  against  us, 
you  may  march  out  of  the  city  unmolested,  with 
your  arms." 

The  surrender  was  made.  Fifteen  miles 
nearly  east  from  Ohlau,  on  the  southern  banks 
of  the  Oder,  is  the  little  town  of  Brieg.  Fred- 
erick approached  it  with  divisions  of  his  army 
on  both  sides  of  the  river.  The  country  was 
flat  and  densely  wooded.     On  the  southern 
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side,  where  Frederick  marched  with  the  major 
part  of  his  troops,  it  was  traversed  by  an  ad- 
mirably paved  road.  This  was  constructed  one 
hundred  and  fifty-six  years  before  by  one  of  the 
dukes  of  that  realm.  It  was  a  broad  highway, 
paved  with  massive  flat  stones,  climbing  the 
mountains,  threading  the  valleys,  traversing 
the  plains — a  road  such  as  those  which  the 
Romans  constructed,  and  over  which  the  le- 
gions of  the  CiEsars  tramped  in  their  tireless 
conquests.  This  duke,  in  consequence  of  his 
religious  character,  was  called  "George  the 
Pious."  His  devotional  spirit  may  be  inferred 
from  the  following  inscription,  in  Latin,  which 
he  had  engraved  on  a  very  massive  monument, 
constructed  in  commemoration  of  the  achieve- 
ment : 

"Others  have  made  roads  for  us.    We  make  them 
for  posterity. 
But  Christ  has  opened  for  us  all  a  road  to  heaven."i 

On  the  11th,  Brieg  was  summoned  to  sur- 
render. The  prompt  and  resolute  response 
was,  "iVo."  The  place  was  found  unexpect- 
edly strong,  and  a  gallant  little  garrison  of  six- 
teen hundred  men  had  been  assembled  behind 
its  walls.  Frederick  was  much  annoyed  by  the 
delay  thus  occasioned.  He  promptly  invested 
the  city  so  as  to  cut  off  all  supplies,  and  dis- 
patched an  order  to  Glogau  to  have  the  field 
artillery  sent,  as  speedily  as  possible,  up  the 
Oder  to  Brieg. 

Two  days  before  Frederick  reached  Brieg, 
a  column  of  his  army  under  general  Schwerin, 
which  had  advanced  by  a  line  parallel  to  the 
Oder,  but  several  miles  to  the  west,  encounter- 
ing no  opposition,  reached  Ottmachau,  a  consid- 
erable town  with  a  strong  castle  on  the  river 
Neisse.  This  was  near  the  extreme  southern 
border  of  Silesia.  The  Austrian  commander, 
general  Browne,  had  placed  here  also  a  garri- 
son of  sixteen  hundred  men,  with  orders  not  to 
yield  upon  any  terras,  for  that  reinforcements 
should  be  speedily  sent  to  them.  A  slight  con- 
flict ensued.  Twelve  of  the  Prussians  were 
killed.  This  was  the  first  blood  which  was 
shed.  A  delay  of  three  days  took  place,  when 
four  cannon  were  brought  up,  and  the  gates, 
both  of  the  town  and  of  the  castle,  were  blo^vn 
open.  The  garrison  off*ered  to  withdraw  upon 
the  terms  proposed  in  the  summons  to  surren- 
der. The  king  was  sent  for  to  obtain  his  de- 
cision. He  rebuked  the  garrison  sternly,  and 
held  all  as  prisoners  of  war.  The  officers  were 
sent  to  Custrin  ;  the  common  soldiers  to  Berlin. 

Preparations  were  now  made  for  the  capture 
of  Neisse.  This  was  an  opulent,  attractive, 
well-fortified  town  of  about  seven  thousand  in- 
habitants. It  then  occupied  only  the  left  or 
north  bank  of  the  stream,  which  runs  from  the 
west  to  the  east.  The  region  around,  being 
highly  cultivated,  presented  a  beautiful  aspect 
of  rich  meadows,  orchards,  and  vineyards.  It 
was  the  chief  fortress  of  southern  Silesia,  and, 
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being  very  near  the  frontier  of  Austria  proper, 
was  a  position  of  great  importance.  Frederick, 
having  encountered  so  little  opposition  thus 
far,  was  highly  elated,  expecting  that  Neisse 
^'ould  also  immediately  fall  into  his  hands. 
From  Ottmachau  he  wrote,  on  the  14th  of  Jan- 
uary, to  M.  Jordan  as  follows  : 

"My  dear  Monsieur  Jordan,  my  sweet  Mon- 
sieur Jordan,  my  quiet  Monsieur  Jordan,  my 
good,  my  benign,  my  pacific,  my  most  humane 
Monsieur  Jordan, — I  announce  to  thy  Serenity 
the  conquest  of  Silesia.  I  warn  thee  of  the 
I  bombardment  of  Neisse,  and  I  prepare  thee  for 
I  still  more  projects,  and  instruct  thee  of  the  hap- 
piest successes  that  the  womb  of  fortune  ever 
bore."i 

'  Three  days  after,  on  the  17th,  the  king  wrote 
again  to  M.  Jordan  : 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  humanity 
that  we  are  Christianly  preparing  to  bombard 
Neisse  ;  and  that  if  the  place  will  not  surrender 
of  good-will,  needs  must  that  it  be  beaten  to 
powder.  For  the  rest,  our  affairs  go  the  best 
in  the  world ;  and  soon  thou  wilt  hear  nothing 
more  of  us ;  for  in  ten  days  it  will  all  be  over, 
and  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  and 
hearing  you  in  about  a  fortnight. 

"I  have  seen  neither  my  brother,^  nor  Key- 
serling.^  I  left  them  at  Breslau,  not  to  expose 
them  to  the  dangers  of  war.  They  perhaps 
will  be  a  little  angry,  but  what  can  I  do  ?  the 
rather  as,  on  this  occasion,  one  can  not  share 
in  the  glory  unless  one  is  a  mortar ! 

"  Adieu ;  go  and  amuse  yourself  with  Horace, 
study  Pausanias,  and  be  gay  over  Anacreon. 
As  to  me,  who  for  amusement  have  nothing 
but  merlons,  fascines,  and  gabions,  I  pray  God 
to  grant  me  soon  a  pleasanter  and  peacefuler 
occupation,  and  you  health,  satisfaction,  and 
Avhatever  your  heart  desires." 

A  letter  of  the  same  date  as  the  above,  ad- 
dressed to  count  Algarotti,^  contains  the  follow- 
ing expressions : 

1  Charles  Etienue  Jordan  was  thirty-six  years  of 
age.  He  was  the  son  of  wealthy  parents,  in  Berlin, 
and  had  been  a  preacher.  The  death  of  a  beloved 
wife,  leaving  him  with  an  only  daughter,  had  plunged 
him  into  the  profoundest  melancholy.  Frederick, 
when  crown  prince,  took  a  great  fancy  to  him,  mak- 
ing him  nominally  his  reader,  giving  him  charge  of 
his  library.  He  is  represented  as  a  man  of  small  fig- 
ure, genial,  and  aflfectionate,  of  remarkable  vivacity, 
very  courteous,  and  one  who  was  ever  careful  never, 
by  word  or  action,  to  give  pain  to  others. 

2  His  next  younger  brother,  Augustus  William,  who 
had  accompanied  him  on  the  expedition. 

3  Colonel  Keyserling  was  a  Courlander  of  good  fam- 
ily. He  had  been  officially  named  as  "Companion" 
of  the  crown  prince  in  his  youthful  days.  Frederick 
entitled  him  Ccesarion,  and  ever  regarded  him  as  one 
of  the  choicest  of  his  friends.  He  was  a  man  of  very 
eccentric  manners,  but  warm-hearted  and  exceeding- 
ly companionable. 

*  Algarotti  was  a  Venetian  gentleman  of  much  ele- 
gance of  manners  and  dress.  He  was  very  fervent  in 
his  utterance,  and  could  talk  fluently  upon  every  sub- 
ject. He  was  just  of  the  age  of  Frederick.  Being 
the  son  of  wealthy  parents,  he  had  enjoyed  great  ad- 
vantages of  study  and  travel,  had  already  published 
several  works,  and  was  quite  distinguished  as  a  uni- 
versal genius,  a  logician,  a  poet,  a  philosopher,  and  a 
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"  I  have  begun  to  settle  the  figure  of  Prussia. 
The  outline  will  be  altogether  regular ;  for  the 
whole  of  Silesia  is  taken  in  except  one  misera- 
ble hamlet,  which  perhaps  I  shall  have  to  keep 
blockaded  until  next  spring.  Up  to  this  time 
the  whole  conquest  has  cost  me  only  twenty 
men  and  two  officers. 

"You  are  greatly  wanting  to  me  here.  In 
all  these  three  hundred  miles  I  have  found  no 
human  creature  comparable  to  the  Swan  of  Pad- 
ua. I  would  willingly  give  ten  cubic  leagues  of 
ground  for  a  genius  similar  to  yours.  But  I  per- 
ceive I  was  about  entreating  you  to  return  fast, 
and  join  me  again,  while  you  are  not  yet  arrived 
where  your  errand  was.  Make  haste  to  arrive 
then,  to  execute  your  commission,  and  fly  back 
to  me.  I  wish  yqu  had  a  Fortunatus  hat ;  it 
is  the  only  thing  defective  in  your  outfit. 

"Adieu,  dear  Swan  of  Padua.  Think,  I 
pray,  sometimes  of  those  who  are  getting  them- 
selves cut  in  slices  for  the  sake  of  glory  here ; 
and,  above  all,  do  not  forget  your  friends  who 
think  a  thousand  times  of  you." 

The  river  Neisse  is  quite  narrow.  In  prep- 
aration for  the  bombardment  Frederick  plant- 
ed his  batteries  on  the  south  side  of  the  stream, 
and  also  approached  the  city  from  the  north. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  Frederick  had  an 
army  in  Silesia  at  his  command  of  about  forty 
thousand  men,  abundantly  provided  with  all 
the  munitions  of  war.  The  little  Austrian  gar- 
rison hurriedly  thrown  into  Neisse  consisted 
of  but  sixteen  hundred  men,  but  poorly  pre- 
pared either  for  battle  or  for  siege.  The  Aus- 
trian commandant,  general  Roth,  determined 
upon  an  heroic  resistance.  To  deprive  the  as- 
sailants of  shelter  the  torch  was  applied  to  all 
the  beautiful  suburbs.  In  a  few  hours  the  cruel 
flames  destroyed  the  labor  of  ages.  Many  once 
happy  families  were  impoverished  and  rendered 
homeless.  Ashes,  blackened  walls,  and  smoul- 
dering ruins  took  the  place  of  gardens,  villas, 
and  comfortable  homes. 

On  Sunday  mj)rning,  January  15,  the  deadly, 
concentric  fire  of  shot  and  shell  was  opened 
upon  the  crowded  city,  where  women  and  chil- 
dren, torn  by  war's  merciless  missiles,  ran  to  and 
fro  frantic  with  terror.  The  dreadful  storm 
continued  to  rage  with  but  few  intermissions 
until  Wednesday.  -  Still  there  were  no  signs  of 
surrender.  The  king,  though  his  head-quarters 
were  a  few  miles  distant,  at  Ottmachau,  was  al- 
most constantly  on  the  ground  superintending 
every  thing.  As  he  felt  sure  of  the  entire  con- 
quest of  Silesia,  the  whole  province  being  now 
in  his  possession  except  three  small  towns,  he 
looked  anxiously  upon  the  destruction  which  his 
own  balls  and  bombs  were  effecting.  He  was 
destroying  his  own  property. 

On  Wednesday  morning  general  Borck  was 
sent  toward  the  gates  of  the  city  accompanied 

connoisseur  in  all  the  arts.  He  was  a  great  favorite  of 
Frederick,  and  accompanied  him  to  Strasbourg  and  on 
this  expedition  to  Silesia.  Wilhelmina  describes  him 
as  "  one  of  the  first  beaux  esprits  of  this  age,"  and  '*  as 
one  who  does  the  expenses  of  the  conversation." 


by  a  trumpeter,  who,  with  bugle  blasts,  was  to 
summon  general  Roth  to  a  parley.  General 
Borck  was  instructed  to  inform  the  Austrian 
commander  that  if  he  surrendered  immediately 
he  should  be  treated  with  great  leniency,  but 
that  if  he  persisted  in  his  defense  the  most  ter- 
rible severity  should  be  his  doom.  To  the  peo- 
ple of  Neisse  it  was  a  matter  of  but  very  little 
m.oment  whether  they  were  under  Austrian  or 
Prussian  domination.  They  would  gladly  ac- 
cede to  any  terms  which  would  deliver  them 
from  the  dreadful  bombardment.  General 
Roth,  therefore,  would  not  allow  what  we  should 
call  the  flag  of  truce  to  approach  the  gates. 
He  opened  fire  upon  general  Borck  so  as  not 
to  wound  him,  but  as  a  warning  that  he  must 
approach  no  nearer.  The  king  was  greatly 
angered  by  this  result. 

In  burning  the  suburbs  one  of  the  mansions 
of  the  bishop,  a  few  miles  from  Neisse,  had 
escaped  the  general  conflagration.  The  Prus- 
sians had  taken  possession  of  this  large  and 
commodious  structure  with  its  ample  supply  of 
winter  fuel.  General  Roth  employed  a  reso- 
lute butcher,  who,  under  the  pretense  of  sup- 
plying the  Prussians  with  beef,  visited  the  bish- 
op's mansion,  and  secretly  applied  the  torch. 
It  was  a  cold  winter's  night.  The  high  wind 
fanned  the  flames.  Scarcely  an  hour  passed 
ere  the  whole  structure,  with  all  its  supplies, 
was  in  ashes.  The  Prussian  officers  who  had 
found  a  warm  home  were  driven  into  the  icy 
fields. 

These  two  events  so  exasperated  his  Prussian 
majesty  that  the  next  morning,  at  an  early  hour, 
he  reopened  upon  the  doomed  city  with  renewed 
vigor  his  fire  of  bombshells  and  red-hot  shot. 
Fire  companies  were  organized  throughout  the 
city,  to  rush  with  their  engines  wherever  the 
glowing  balls  descended,  and  thus  the  flames 
which  frequently  burst  out  were  soon  extin- 
guished. All  day  Thursday,  Thursday  night, 
Friday,  and  until  nine  in  the  morning  of  Sat- 
urday, the  tempest  of  battle,  with  occasional 
lulls,  hurled  its  bolts  and  uttered  its  thunders. 
There  was  then  a  short  rest  until  four  o'clock 
on  Sunday  afternoon,  when  the  batteries  again 
opened  their  action  more  vigorous  than  ever, 
nine  bombs  being  often  in  the  air  at  the  same 
time. 

Frederick,  not  willing  utterly  to  destroy  the 
city,  which  he  wished  to  preserve  for  himself, 
and  perhaps,  though  no  word  of  his  indicates 
it,  influenced  by  some  sympathy  for  the  seven 
thousand  unoffending  inhabitants  of  the  place, 
men,  women,  and  children,  very  many  of  whom 
were  Protestants,  who  were  suffering  far  more 
from  the  missiles  of  war  than  the  Austrian  gar- 
rison, arrested  the  fire  of  his  batteries,  and  de- 
cided to  convert  the  siege  into  a  blockade. 
His  own  troops  were  suffering  much  in  the 
bleak  fields  swept  by  the  gales  of  winter.  The 
whole  of  Silesia  was  in  his  hands  excepting 
the  small  towns  of  Brieg,  Glogau,  and  Neisse. 
These  were  so  closely  invested  that  neither  food 
nor  reinforcements  could  be  introduced  to  them. 
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Should  they  hold  out  until  spring,  Frederick 
could  easily  then,  aided  by  the  warm  weather, 
break  open  their  gates. 

He  therefore  spread  his  troops  abroad  in 
winter-quarters,  levying  contributions  upon  the 
unhappy  inhabitants  of  Silesia  for  their  support. 
The  Iving,  ever  prompt  in  his  movements,  hav- 
ing on  Monday,  the  23d  of  January,  converted 
the  siege  into  a  blockade,  on  Wednesday,  the 
25th,  set  out  for  home.  Visiting  one  or  two 
important  posts  by  the  way,  he  reached  Berlin 
tlie  latter  part  of  the  week.  Here  he  was  re- 
ceived with  great  acclamations  as  a  conquering 
hero.  In  six  weeks  he  had  overrun  Silesia, 
and  had  virtually  annexed  it  to  his  own  realms. 
Whether  Austria  would  quietly  submit  to  this 
robbery,  and  whether  Frederick  would  be  able 
to  retain  his  conquest,  were  questions  yet  to  be 
decided. 


HANDSOME  JOHN  GATSIMER. 

YOU  supposed  I  was  in  love  with  John 
Gatsimer!  Every  body  thought  I  was 
going  to  marry  him.  Well,  I  was  in  love  with 
him  in  a  sort.  I  will  not  pretend  that  it  was 
otherwise — nay,  more,  I  should  doubtless  have 
married  him,  but  for  a  chance.  Shall  I  make 
a  clean  breast  of  it,  as  they  say,  and  tell  you 
the  manner  of  it — the  falling  in,  and  falling  out, 
1  mean  ;  will  it  interest  you  ?  "  Certainly,  of 
all  things,"  I  replied  ;  and  who,  indeed,  is  not 
interested  in  a  love-story  ?  If  there  be  in  this 
old  world  of  ours  one  thing  that  by  no  pos- 
sibility can  ever  be  stale,  flat,  and  unprofit- 
able, it  is  the  mystery  of  mysteries  we  call 
love ! 

Then  my  friend  Ruth  Lamson,  after  a  little 
modest  hesitancy,  told  me  the  manner  of  her 
falling  in  and  out  of  love  with  handsome  John 
Gatsimer.  But  before  I  repeat  her  story  I 
must  beg  the  sufferance  of  a  preface  which  the 
reader  is  advised  not  to  pass  over,  if  he  would 
justly  appreciate  the  falling  in. 

Ruth  Lamson  is  a  woman  of  great  good 
sense;  I  mean  sense  in  excess  of  sentiment, 
ambition,  fancy,  affectation,  or  foolishness  ;  she 
would  probably  have  gone  by  the  natural  and 
direct  road  to  a  home  and  hearth  very  like  the 
one  she  has  found,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
management  of  an  upreaching,  restless,  and 
worldly-minded  mother. 

But  such  a  mother  she  has ;  her  character- 
istics were  well  understood;  and  it  was  not 
therefore  so  much  of  a  surprise  in  the  circle 
of  Ruth's  immediate  friends,  as  otherwise  it 
would  have  been,  when  it  began  to  be  told  as 
a  sort  of  open  secret  that  Ruth  was  really  en- 
gaged to  handsome  John.  Not  that  there  was 
any  thing  to  be  said  against  young  Gatsimer ; 
on  the  contrary,  there  was  a  good  deal  to  be 
said  in  his  favor.  Still,  he  was  "  young  Gatsi- 
mer;" and  by  that  we  all  understood  that  he 
lacked  something  of  the  standing  qualities  of 
the  elder  John  Gatsimer,  who,  by  dint  of  moral 
worth  and  unflinching  perseverance  and  indus- 


try', had  made  himself  rich,  and  his  name  a 
power,  at  least  in  his  own  State. 

John  the  elder  had  come  up  afoot ;  John 
the  younger  had  been  coddled.  But,  as  be- 
fore said,  there  was  a  good  deal  to  be  said  in 
his  favor.  He  was  handsome  ;  that  ought  not 
to  have  been  set  down  to  his  credit,  but  some- 
how it  was.  He  was  well-mannered,  so  far  a^ 
indolence  and  carelessness  would  permit,  and, 
at  any  rate,  pleasing ;  he  was  generous,  full  of 
fine  intentions,  and,  what  was  to  his  credit, 
not  in  the  least  a  snob.  A  pretty  girl  was  a 
pretty  girl  to  him,  and  he  admired  her  none 
the  less  because  she  sat  at  a  spinning-wheel  in 
a  farm-house,  or  because  she  came  with  her 
parcel  of  sewing  out  of  a  Broadway  shop. 

He  came  out  of  college  not  with  high  hon/- 
ors,  to  be  sure,  but  more  than  fairly ;  went  to 
Europe  to  look  about  for  four  or  five  years ; 
concluded  it  was  not  worth  while ;  and  at  the 
expiration  of  half  the  proposed  sojourn  came 
home.  He  vacillated  between  his  father's  place 
in  Pennsylvania  and  his  hotel  in  New  York ; 
thought  of  the  law  and  of  medicine,  but  did  not 
take  hold  of  either  ;  did  not,  in  fact,  really  take 
hold  of  any  thing.  He  amused  himself  a  good 
deal  with  the  fine  arts  and  the  Opera,  wrote 
verses  in  albums,  painted  a  little,  jjlayed  the 
flute,  and  talked  of  the  prima  donnas  with  a 
familiarity  of  tone  and  a  critical  smartness  that 
were,  if  not  exactly  improper,  beyond  the  line 
of  fine  taste. 

His  best  friends  could  not  help  saying  some- 
times, "Pity  young  Gatsimer  were  not  just  a 
little  different !"  Yet  he  was  very  popular  not- 
withstanding. His  musical  talent  alone — and 
if  he  expended  any  energy  it  was  in  melody — 
was  quite  enough  to  carry  him  straight  to  the 
hearts  of  all  the  girls  ;  and,  if  I  dare  say  it,  his 
prospects  weighed  mightily  in  his  favor.  He 
was  the  only  son,  and  the  elder  Gatsimer  count- 
ed his  wealth  by  the  hundred  thousand. 

In  dress  he  was  always  stylish,  Avith  a  little 
dash  of  extravagance,  perhaps  ;  and  he  was  so 
good-natured  and  obliging,  and  in  the  main 
so  unexceptionable  in  behavior,  that  we  all  hes- 
itated to  make  prominent  in  our  discussions  of 
him  what  we  felt  to  be  the  prime  lack  of  his 
character — the  moral  soundness  and  sweetness 
that  enable  one  to  trust  the  man  across  the 
world.  He  seemed,  in  short,  rather  to  revolve 
round  his  principles  than  to  have  them  fixed  in 
him — the  central  facts  of  his  life.  I  speak  in 
the  past  tense,  because  he  has  gone  out  of  our 
circle  now. 

That  Ruth  should  fall  in  with  this  young 
man  was  natural  enough,  under  the  leadership 
of  such  a  mother  as  hers ;  and  natural  enough, 
through  the  same  shaping  influences,  that  ac- 
quaintance should  be  turned  into  courtship,  and 
courtship  into  engagement. 

In  the  first  place,  Mrs.  Lamson  had  suffered 
the  disappointment  of  her  own  personal  am- 
bition all  through  life  ;  of  her  literary  ambi- 
tion in  her  girlhood,  chiefly  because  there  was 
I  nothing  in  her  to  make  its  realization  possible ; 
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of  political  ambition,  for  causes  like  unto  the 
first ;  and  of  both  matrimonial  happiness  and 
ambition,  because  of  two  somewhat  important 
desideratives — love  and  money.  She  always 
regarded  her  widowhood  as  a  fortunate  event. 
"It  is  not  too  late  yet  to  achieve  distinction," 
she  said.  So  she  sold  her  silver  tea-spoons, 
and  some  say  her  Bible — but  as  to  that  last  I  am 
not  sure ;  tricked  herself  out  in  low  neck  and 
short  sleeves,  and  leaving  her  baby  at  nurse, 
mounted  the  platform.  Her  lecture,  whatever 
it  may  have  been,  failed  to  impress  the  public  ; 
at  all  events  it  was  not  called  for  a  second 
time,  and  Mrs.  Lamson  produced  a  novel, 
which  was  still-born,  and  buried  by  the  critics 
in  silence. 

After  this  she  betook  herself  to  verse — po- 
etry she  called  it — and  made  a  wavering  little 
moan,  interspersed  with  wild  jumbles  of  fierce 
epithets,  which  lasted  about  seven  years ;  but 
having  nothing  to  say,  she  never  said  it.  By 
this  time,  having  grown  emaciated  and  thin- 
haired,  she  went  back  to  her  house  and  her 
baby — the  open-eyed,  clear-headed  Ruth.  "I 
will  live  again  in  my  child,"  she  said,  "and 
she  shall  do  all  that  I  have  failed  of  doing;" 
and  thenceforward,  like  many  another  mistaken 
mother,  spent  herself  and  all  her  substance  in 
the  endeavor  to  make  of  the  child  something 
which  the  child  was  never  born  to  be. 

"  Here  you  are,  Ruth  Lamson,  twenty  years 
old!"  she  says  one  day;  "and  what  have  you 
done,  and  what  are  you  likely  to  do,  but  just 
be  a  healthy,  hearty,  commonplace  nobody?" 

"  Dear  mother,"  answered  Ruth,  laughing 
gayly,  "  I  am  sorry  to  disappoint  you  ;  but  what 
would  you  have  me  do  ?  1  keep  the  house  and 
keep  myself  pretty  trim,  I  think,  considering 
my  means.  I  go  to  church,  visit  the  sick,  visit 
the  poor,  sew  a  little,  read  a  little,  play  a  little 
even ;  in  short,  try  to  fill  my  small  sphere  the 
best  I  can.  But  say,  what  would  you  have  me 
do?" 

'"'■Make  a  sphere,"  says  the  mother. 
"Well,  what  sort  of  sphere?"  still  laugh- 
ing. 

"Lecture  on  "Woman's  Rights !" 

"Oh  Lord,  mother!"  lifting  up  her  hands, 
this  time. 

"Write  poetry  then!" 

"  Gracious  sakes !  that  isn't  much  better!" 

"Why,  what  could  be  more  delightful! 
Now  there  is  Miss  Blue,  not  a  bit  better  edu- 
cated nor  prettier  than  you — for  you  have  a 
sort  of  common  beauty — and  she  can  sit  down 
and  write  a  poem  in  an  hour,  perhaps  ;  send  it 
to  the  publisher,  and  receive  back  her  check 
for  fifty  or  a  hundred  dollars — dear  me,  I  don't 
know  for  what  amount ;  1:  ut  it  must  be  a  nice 
way  to  do,  you  can't  help  owning  that  ?" 

"A  nice  enough  way,  mother;  but  then  it 
isn't  my  way." 

"Well,  child,  make  \i  your  way — that's  what 
I  want  you  to  do." 

"  I  can  not.    It  isn't  in  me." 

"Nonsense;  I'm  ashamed  of  you!  Think 


of  all  I've  done  for  you — deprived  myself  of 
every  thing  !"    Here  she  fell  crying. 

"I  know  what  you  have  done,"  says  Ruth, 
"and  I  wish  it  were  undone,  and  the  means 
spent  back  at  our  disposal.  When  my  educa- 
tion began,  I  was  too  young  to  estimate  of  what 
you  were  depriving  yourself ;  and  as  I  grew 
older,  I  naturally  took  for  granted  that  what 
my  mother  did  was  right,  never  questioning  the 
fitness  of  things.  I  am  sorry  for  it  all  now ; 
for,  after  all,  I  am  only  the  more  unfitted  for  the 
position  I  am  in,  and  for  the  lot  that  will  prob- 
ably befall  me.  But  let  us  spend  no  more  time 
in  regrets  or  dreams.  I  a"m  willing  to  work 
within  the  limit  of  possibility.  Buy  me  a  sew- 
ing-machine— I  could  do  something  with  that ; 
but  with  poetry,  never." 

"But,  my  dear,  Miss  Blue  does,  and  how 
does  she  do  it  ?" 

"I  don't  know  how  she  does  it;  that's  the 
question.  Why,  mother,  I  can't  make  a  rhyme 
even,  unless  it's  strife  and  life,  or  given  and 
heaven,  and  the  dear  knows  the  market  must 
be  supplied  with  that  sort  of  poetry!" 

"But,  my  dear,  it's  so  aggravating  to  see 
Miss  Blue  all  fixed  up,  and  me  in  my  plain 
gown  —  not  a  scrap  of  point  lace  or  camel's- 
hair  to  my  name  !"' 

"That'  is  terrible,  mother !"  And  Ruth 
laughed  anew,  and  with  all  her  might. 

"  I  don't  see  how  you  can  laugh.  Miss  Blue 
has  every  thing  —  admiration  —  money — every 
thing!    It's  enough  to  provoke  a  saint!" 

Ruth  wiped  the  merry  tears  away,  and  then 
she  said:  "There  is  another  side  to  the  pic- 
ture, mother,  if  you  will  but  look  at  it.  Miss 
Blue  is  not  so  young  as  I  am,  by  twoscore 
years  at  least ;  she  was  born  without  half  my 
zest  of  wholesome,  natural,  worldly  pleasures. 
And  then,  think  of  all  the  bitter  experience, 
the  jar  upon  the  fine-strung  nerv^es,  the  insa- 
tiable longing  of  soul  and  heart,  the  wasted 
aflfection,  the  yearnings  for  the  things  that  are 
not  in  any  life,  much  less  in  hers ;  the  childless 
house  to-day,  the  desolate  old  age  coming  on ; 
and  can  you  think  that  a  few  hundreds  or  thou- 
sands coined  out  of  the  heart's  hope  and  the 
life's  blood  can  pay  for  it  ?  I  don't  envy  her, 
mother,  the  poor,  thin  praises  that  fray  and 
fall  to  pieces  while  they  are  being  uttered.  I 
don't  envy  her  her  satin  gown  and  her  lace 
cap,  nor  any  thing  that  she  has,  or  can  have — 
Heaven  forbid.  She  is  what  she  is  by  the  law 
of  her  nature ;  and  the  destiny  that  is  hers  is 
not  to  be  coveted,  much  less  to  be  envied. 
Come,  mother,  let  us  be  content  to  be  our- 
selves, and  not  foolishly  strive  to  be  Miss  Blue, 
or  Miss  Anybody.  I  vote  for  the  sewing-ma- 
chine!" 

"Don't  talk  of  voting,  unless  it's  politically. 
Women  are  poor,  limited,  circumscribed  creat- 
ures at  the  best." 

"Not  by  any  thing  so  much  as  their  own 
natures,"  says  Ruth.  "  What  they  can  do  they 
may  do,  for  all  of  men.  I  am  hindered  from 
great  things  by  myself,  and  external  disabili- 
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ties  would  be  as  nothing  if  I  had  but  strength 
ill  myself.  The  cobweb  may  hold  the  fly,  but 
would  it  the  lion?" 

"Don't,  for  mercy  sake,  turn  against  your 
own  sex !" 

"  I  do  not ;  you  must  not  understand  me  as 
talking  against  woman ;  I  am  not.  Let  each 
do  or  say  what  she  can ;  let  her  only  be  care- 
ful to  do  and  say  well,  and  she  will  find  work 
and  a  hearing.  Eor  myself,  I  have  nothing  to 
say  and  nothing  to  do  that  is  worth  the  world's 
notice." 

"And  you  make  yourself  a  standard  of  per- 
fection?" 

"  By  no  means ;  but  I  am  the  representative 
of  a  large  class,  and  will  be  to  the  end  of  time. 
The  ordinary  destiny  would  content  me." 

"  I  am  sorry  for  it,  that  is  all." 

"And  I  am  not,  and  that  is  all." 

Mrs.  Lamson  put  her  lace  handkerchief  to 
her  face,  for  she  was  one  of  those  women  who 
somehow  have  lace  handkerchiefs,  even  if  they 
are  not  point ;  and  then  she  plied  poor  Ruth 
anew  with  her  importunities. 

"  If  you  won't  -wTite  poetry,"  she  says,  "  work 
up  something  in  prose,  at  any  rate.  We  will 
drink  no  coffee  for  a  week,  it's  bad  for  the  com- 
plexion, and  the  savings  will  procure  the  neces- 
sary paper  and  ink — come,  darling.  I  am  so 
ambitious  for  you,  if  you  are  not  ambitious  for 
yourself ;  do  promise  me  you  will  try.  There's 
the  editor  of  the  Ladies'  Wreath — he  will  take  a 
novelette  or  something  of  you,  I  know.  He's 
your  warm  personal  friend,  and  he  couldn't  re- 
fuse." 

"He  would,  though,  and  I  should  make  a 
goose  of  myself  besides  ;  but  yet,  if  you  will 
promise  me,  never,  in  case  of  failure,  to  urge 
me  to  make  a  second  effbrt,  I  will  see  what  I 
can  do — do  my  very  best,  in  fact ;  but  I  tell  you 
in  advance  I  have  no  literary  best  to  do. 
There  is  nothing  in  me  that  craves  that  sort  of 
expression.  I  can,  perhaps,  with  hard  work, 
execute,  mechanically,  a  third-rate  prose  pro- 
duction— make  a  composition  that  you  might 
read  and  praise ;  bnt  I  might  just  as  well  try 
to  catch  tiie  waters  of  Niagaici  ''^  my  thimble 
as  to  strive  to  make  the  faintest  impresslcn 
the  public  by  any  inspiration  of  mine.  I  don't 
know  the  meaning  of  the  word  ;  but  I  said  I 
would  try,  and  I  will  try,  and  fail  too." 

"  Of  course,  child,  you  will  fail,  if  you  set  out 
resolved  to  fail." 

"Not  resolved  to  fail,  mother ;  but  only  with 
the  consciousness  that  failure  is  inevitable.  You 
are  blinded,  both  by  your  partiality  and  your 
ambition  ;  whereas  I  have  no  ambition  beyond 
the  measure  of  my  ability,  and  I  am  not  preju- 
diced in  my  own  favor,  as  you  are  for  me.  I 
know  just  about  what  I  am,  and  what  I  can  do  ; 
and  if  you  would  only  consent  to  rest  your  case 
at  that,  why,  we  might  take  in  as  much  sun- 
shine as  the  best  of  them.  We  are  poor  but 
respectable,  and  we  have  appetites  for  plain 
food,  thank  God  ;  and  if  it  were  not  for  that  de- 
sire of  the  moth  for  the  star  with  which  you 


keep  rasping  away  all  the  time  I  think  we 
should  have  little  to  complain  of." 

There  was  more  controversy,  which  need  not 
be  repeated ;  and  in  the  end  Ruth  engaged  to 
abstain  from  her  beloved  beverage  for  a  week, 
procure  pen,  ink,  and  paper  with  the  savings, 
and  write,  or  try  to  write,  a  piece  for  the  Ladies' 
Wreath.  Accordingly  the  coff'ee-urn  was  ban- 
ished, greatly  to  the  benefit  of  the  daughter's 
complexion,  as  the  delighted  mother  affirmed. 

"Really,  my  dear,"  she  says,  "you  would 
almost  pass  for  a  beauty."  And  in  this  con- 
clusion she  was  less  than  she  usually  was  in  the 
wrong. 

Ruth  worked  with  all  her  heart,  whatever  she 
did ;  and  it  was  the  stir  and  flutter  there  that 
gave  such  animation  to  her  eyes  and  sent  the 
ripples  of  tender  red  along  her  cheeks.  True, 
it  cost  her  some  time  to  select  a  subject,  for  it 
did  not  select  itself,  nor  did  she  Q\er  get  it  well 
in  hand  ;  but  she,  at  all  events,  meant  to  write 
a  piece,  and  she  worked  with  a  will. 

"Ton  my  word,  that  Miss  Lamerson,  or 
Avhatever  you  call  her,"  says  John  Gatsimer, 
the  day  he  was  introduced,  "has  made  a  nar- 
row escape  —  a  hair's-breadth  farther  and  she 
would  have  been  a  beauty !  I'm  mightily  took 
with  her!" 

He  spoke  thus  ungrammatically  to  take  the 
edge,  as  it  were,  from  the  truthfulness  of  his 
confession.  The  spell  of  what  might  perhaps 
be  called  a  fascination  had  really  fallen  upon 
him,  and,  in  spite  of  himself,  he  was  moved 
through  all  his  indolence. 

Ruth  had  not  fallen  in  love  all  at  once,  but 
she  was  made  of  the  human  stuff"  that  goes  to 
the  formation  of  most  young  girls — and  John 
was  handsome,  and  had  smiled  upon  her  his 
sweetest,  and  sung  to  her  his  best ;  and  the 
smile  played  in  her  fancy,  and  the  songs  kept 
ringing  in  her  ears. 

"I  can't  write,  mother!"  she  says ;  "it's  no 
use,"  when  she  found  herself  again  at  her  desk, 
a  bottle  of  writing-fluid,  six  steel  pens,  and  a 
quire  of  foolscap  before  her. 

' '  I  can  tell  you  what  to  write  ! "  says  the 
mother,  patting  the  cheek  that  was  flushed  with 
the  will's  vain  eff'ort.  "  Make  a  hero  like  young 
Gatsimer,  and  make  him  fall  in  love  with  a  poor 
girl  lii^e  yourself ;  have  them  marry,  live  in 
style,  set  up  a  carriage,  and  all  that.  And 
mind,  dear,  you  have  the  mother  taken  home  to 
be  the  ornament  of  the  house,  and  of  the  grand 
society  in  which  she  will  move,  as  with  the 
grace  of  natural  birth-right.    Will  that  do  ?" 

Ruth  understood  the  full  significance  of  these 
hints,  and  resolved  to  forestall  the  hope  they 
intimated.  "  But,  mother,"  she  says,  "  I  don't 
think  John  Gatsimer  a  hero. " 

"And  why  not,  pray?    He  is  handsome!" 

"Yes,  I  suppose  so." 

"You  suppose  so!" 

"Well— yes,  then." 

"  He  is  rich,  or  his  father  is." 

"Yes,  mother,  his  father  is — more's  the  pity ! " 

"  He  moves  in  a  good  circle." 
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"I  don't  know;  but  I  do  know  he  doesn't 
legitimately  belong  to  ours." 

"  Nonsense !  Legitimate  is  what  one  can 
get." 

"As  to  that,  mother,  we  should  probably  not 
agree  in  all  day;  and  meantime,  what  would 
become  of  my  story?" 

"  No  matter  what  became  of  it,  if  you  would 
only  consent  to  live  a  story !  Why,  I  should 
think  it  would  be  enough  just  to  carry  olF  such 
a  prize,  whether  he  were  quite  your  hero  or 
not.  Only  think,  with  his  attractions  and 
prospects,  how  he  must  be  sought !  But  I  nev- 
er can  make  you  see  things  with  my  eyes!" 

"  No,  mother,  you  never  can." 

Then  Ruth  said  she  believed  she  would  write 
a  story  showing  how  a  proud  woman  refused  to 
buy  her  modest,  humble -minded  daughter  a 
sewing-machine,  and  made  her  disgrace  herself 
by  attempting  to  be  literary.  And  after  utter 
discomfiture,  still  further  disgrace  herself  by 
trying  to  court  a  rich  young*  fellow  that  wouldn't 
marry  her!  "Oh  mother,  mother!"  and  she 
laughed  merrily  ;  but  the  next  moment,  seeing 
the  burning,  wistful  looks  of  intense  unrest  in 
the  mother's  eyes,  her  sympathies  mastered  her, 
and  tucking  up  her  sleeve  of  faded  calico,  she 
smoothed  out  one  of  the  blank  sheets,  dashed 
her  steel  pen  resolutely  into  the  ink,  and  wait- 
ed till  it  dried  away.  This  process  she  repeat- 
ed again  and  again ;  and  at  last  the  labored 
lines  began  to  disfigure  the  paper. 

"VVe  need  not  follow  her  through  all  the  pain- 
ful process  of  writing,  and  revision,  and  copy- 
ing, and  blotting,  and  interlining,  and  revision, 
and  copying  again,  but  come  at  once  to  the 
time  when,  pushing  manuscript  aside,  and  dash- 
ing the  pen  from  her  inky  fingers,  she  cried, 
Avith  tear-wet  cheeks,  "There!  that's  the  best 
I  can  do,  and  a  failure.  Will  you  hear  it,  mo- 
ther?" 

"No,  child,  it  is  not  worth  while.  I  know 
it  must  be  a  success ;  but  read  it  to  Mr.  Gatsi- 
mer,  and  he  will  put  you  in  good  heart  about 
it." 

Truth  is,  Mrs.  Lamson  had  lost  nearly  all  in- 
terest in  the  story  long  ago,  her  ambition  hav- 
ing been  absorbed  in  a  new  direction.  The 
shadow  of  John  Gatsimer  had  darkened  all  the 
old  hopes,  and  made  them  seem  poor  and  mean. 
She  lost  no  occasion  of  speaking  his  name,  and, 
as  it  were,  thrusting  in  the  wedge  of  her  hopes 
— all  colored  now  by  an  establishment  in  town, 
a  carriage,  and  a  house  at  Newport  or  Sara- 
toga. 

"  Is  it  really  a  story?  and  what  is  it  about, 
my  dear  ?"  she  says,  still  keeping  up  some  show 
of  interest. 

"No  matter,"  Ruth  answered,  "since  you 
won't  hear  it ;  but  it's  a  failure — an  utter  fail- 
ure ;  lacks  pith,  point,  and  continuity ;  is,  in 
fact,  some  good  words  rather  loosely  put  to- 
gether, Avith  here  and  there  an  idea  trying  to 
make  itself  felt,  and  then  shying  off  discour- 
aged. But  I  have  done  my  best ;  and  I  pro- 
pose to  send  the  result,  such  as  it  is,  to  the  sage 


editor  of  the  Ladies'  Wreath,  as  you  advised, 
just  to-  prove  to  you  that  I  have  estimated  my 
literary  powers  correctly." 

And  the  manuscript  was  duly  forwarded,  a 
day  of  fasting  having  made  the  express  avail- 
able ;  and  then  came  the  anxious  hopes  and 
fears,  for  when  distance  had  come  between 
the  author  and  her  production  hope  dawned. 
"What  if,  after  all,  I  should  have  done  better 
than  I  believed !  Writers  are  not  the  best 
judges  of  their  own  performances,  they  say. 
Who  knows,  who  knows!" 

So  Ruth  pleased  herself  with  fancies,  as  it 
turned  out.  The  manuscript  came  back,  the 
postage  prepaid  with  a  considerateness  that  it 
was  painful  to  think  of,  and  accompanied  by 
a  very  carefully  written  note  from  the  editor, 
thanking  dear  Miss  Lamson  for  the  favor  she 
had  done  the  Wreath — hoping  that  they  might 
be  in  a  position  to  accept  some  of  her  choice 
inklings  hereafter;  just  at  present  they  were 
crowded,  almost  burdened,  with  accepted  man- 
uscripts. Nevertheless,  if  decision  rested  sole- 
ly with  the  editor,  he  wouldn't  for  a  moment 
hesitate ;  but,  imfortunately,  the  publisher  was 
the  ultimate  arbiter!  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 

Ruth  threw  manuscript,  letter,  and  all  into 
the  fire,  spent  a  sleepless  night  in  mortification 
and  tears ;  and  the  following  morning,  as  she 
sipped  her  coffee — for  the  urn  was  now  restored 
— thought  of  John  Gatsimer  with  more  favor 
than  she  had  done  hitherto. 

When  his  card  came  to  her  that  afternoon 
she  stopped  to  peep  in  the  glass  before  she 
went  down,  changed  the  ribbon  about  her  throat 
from  blue  to  pink,  and  clipped  from  her  gerani- 
um three  sweet  little  buds,  and  tucked  them 
under  her  belt.  "What  does  it  mean?"  says 
Mrs.  Lamson,  smiling,  to  herself ;  but  she  knew 
well  enough  what  such  things  always  mean. 
When  the  young  man  went  away  that  evening 
two  of  these  same  buds  were  in  his  button-hole; 
and  Mrs.  Lamson  smiled  again,  and  said  again, 
"  What  does  it  mean  ?"  But  she  knew  what  it 
meant,  for  she  knew  what  such  things  always 
mean. 

John  Gatsimer  Avas  in  earnest  for  once  in  his 
life,  and  the  earnestness  begot  in  him  something 
that  was  quite  superior  to  the  natural  man  ;  so 
that  by  little  and  little  Ruth's  prejudices  were 
undermined,  and  she  began  to  think  she  had 
failed  to  do  him  justice.  Doubtless  the  feeling 
that  she  had  wronged  him  made  her  lean  too 
much  the  other  way.  Then  the  mother,  with 
the  Aveight  of  all  her  ambition,  threw  herself  in 
the  scale.  Miss  Blue  and  her  poems  vanished 
like  a  mist ;  hope  Avas  on  a  solid  l)asis  at  last ; 
and  Avhat  Avith  her  incessant  plying,  Avhat  Avith 
the  constant  and  flattering  courtship  of  the 
handsome  lover,  and  Avhat  Avith  the  Aveakness 
of  human  nature,  and  all  together,  for  it  must 
be  owned  that  Ruth  was  a  little  dazzled,  she 
persuaded  herself  that  she  Avas  in  love,  and  suf- 
fered her  finger  to  be  encircled  by  a  ring,  worth 
more  than  the  price  of  the  house  in  Avhich  she 
Avas  born. 
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It  is  Bulwer,  I  think,  who  somewhere  says, 
that  pride  above  all  things  strengthens  affection ; 
and  he  is  not  so  far  wrong  as  might  at  first  ap- 
pear. There  was,  among  the  other  influences 
tending  to  soften  the  heart  of  our  young  lady, 
a  feeling  akin  to  triumph,  as  she  sat  in  her  plain 
gowns  at  home,  and  drew  to  her  feet,  away  from 
scores  of  accomplished  women  who  were  using 
all  the  lures  of  beauty  and  wealth  and  fashion 
to  hold  him  in  their  presence,  the  gayest,  the 
handsomest,  the  most  admired  of  all  the  elegant 
circle  that  only  shone  upon  her  from  so  far. 
It  pleased  her  to  be  thus  singled  out  and  sought 
in  her  humble  loneliness,  and  held  as  a  queen 
above  the  haughty  ladies,  who  in  every  thing 
but  the  possession  of  this  young  man's  love  had 
so  much  the  advantage  of  her. 

When  it  was  whispered  at  a  gay  party  that 
John  Gatsimer  was  detained  at  his  hotel  with  a 
cold,  at  least  a, dozen  fair  women  held  it  to  be 
precious  news,  and  set  their  wits  to  work  as  to 
what  costly  gift  they  might  be  privileged  to 
send  ;  so  that  of  rare  wines,  fine  flowers,  em- 
broidered slippers,  smoking  caps,  Afghans  for  his 
sofa,  and  the  like,  there  was  literally  an  inun- 
dation ;  and  the  poor  fellow  would  have  been 
killed  with  kindness,  weighed  down,  smothered, 
crushed,  if  it  had  not  happened  that  his  feet  at 
the  time  were  on  Mrs.  Lamson's  cool  matting. 
And  by  all  this  the  reader  will  partly  see  how 
even  sensible  Ruth  had  untied  her  little  craft, 
and  drifted  down  the  current  of  courtship  to- 
ward the  haven  of  matrimony.  How  an  unex- 
pected eddy  set  her  whirling,  and  how  she  pad- 
dled up  stream  again,  will  be  shown  pres- 
ently. 

I  said  we  were  all  taken  a  little  by  surprise 
when  it  came  to  be  understood  that  she  and 
John  Gatsimer  were  really  engaged.  It  must 
be  so,  said  Rumor ;  and  then  the  splendor  of 
Ruth's  ring  would  be  dilated  upon  and  held  as 
confirmation  past  peradventure.  Only  those 
stubborn  young  ladies  who  would  not  believe 
held  out ;  but  the  stubbornest  were  forced  to  a 
reluctant  admission  of  the  facts  when  it  became 
known  that  Ruth  was  gone  with  her  mother 
into  Berks  County,  Pennsylvania,  to  visit  the 
parents  of  John,  at  their  fine  residence  near 
Gatsimerville,  of  which  the  Gatsimer  Iron- 
Works  were  the  centre  of  business  interest. 

"Dear,  dear!  to  think  of  handsome  John, 
actually  marrying  plain  Ruth  Lamson!"  said 
the  stubborn  young  ladies,  tossing  high  their 
heads. 

But  Ruth  was  not  so  plain  as  they  pretended. 
She  was  always  what  might  be  called  a  good- 
looking  girl,  and  of  late  she  had  come  to  be  al- 
most a  beauty,  as  her  mother  had  said.  No- 
thing helps  women  so  much  to  be  admirable  as 
the  being  found  worthy  of  admiration ;  it  is 
what  the  dew  and  sun  are  to  the  flower — to 
have  the  root  set  in  the  common  earth  is  not 
enough. 

We  heard  of  the  lovers  from  time  to  time — 
of  their  drives  along  the  green  briery  lanes,  and 
pleasant  wooded  roads,  that  are  woven  round 


and  round  the  smoky  and  quaint  old  town  of 
Gatsimerville  like  the  threads  of  a  spider-web 
about  its  centre.  We  heard  that  the  old  folks 
and  the  young  sister,  Ethlinda,  were  delighted 
with  John's  choice,  and  that  the  sister  was 
coming  home  to  New  York  with  the  expectant 
bride  to  assist  in  making  purchases  for  the  great 
day  of  days  in  a  girl's  life.  And  we,  her  spe- 
cial friends,  had  all  come  to  be  reconciled  to 
the  order  of  things,  or  at  any  rate  to  say  it  was 
Ruth  who  was  to  live  with  John,  and  we  ought 
to  be  satisfied. 

There  was,  to  be  sure,  a  general  ruffling 
among  the  mateless  birds,  and  much  croaking. 
Poor  John,  he  was  to  be  pitied — such  a  mother- 
in-law  !  They  knew  how  it  would  be  from  the 
moment  she  got  her  clutch  upon  him.  Ruth 
was  a  nice  enough  girl  in  her  way  ;  but,  oh 
dear,  dear !  It  was  concluded  in  solemn  con- 
clave that  there  was  but  just  one  thing  to  be 
done — cut  the  whole  set  together. 

All  at  once,  unannounced  and  unexpected, 
Ruth  and  her  mother  came  home  alone,  and 
settled  quietly  in  their  old  way  of  life.  Where 
was  Ethlinda,  and  all  the  grand  shopping? 
Where  was  handsome  John?  Nobody  saAv 
him,  and  there  was  a  rumor  that  he  was  going 
abroad  again  for  an  indefinite  period.  A  dozen 
girls  had  seen  Ruth,  and  spied  out  the  naked- 
ness of  her  hand.  Where  was  the  engagement 
ring?  that  was  the  question. 

One  thing  had  to  be  admitted.  Ruth  was 
not  broken-hearted.  She  was  not  noisy  nor 
talkative ;  but  there  was  a  serenity  about  her 
— an  assurance,  so-  to  speak,  which  attested  all 
was  very  comfortable  about  the  heart.  It  must 
be  that  J ohn  wouldn't  have  her,  nevertheless ;  it 
could  not  be  possible  that  she  had  cast  him  oflT. 
Oh  no,  a  thousand  times  no  ! 

Curiosity  was  all  on  tip-toe,  and  tip-toe, 
tip-toe,  when  a  healthy,  hearty-looking  young 
fellow,  with  square  shoulders,  brown  crisp 
beard,  curling  close  to  his  cheeks,  a  waistcoat 
well  filled  out,  and  an  honest,  open  blue  eye, 
was  seen  at  Widow  Lamson's,  not  only  once, 
but  twice,  thrice,  half  a  dozen  times.  He  car- 
ried about  him  a  sort  of  semi-professional  air. 
His  black  coat  was  rusty,  and  seemed  to  betray 
an  acquaintance  with  hail  and  rain  storms.  It 
was  indeed  shrewdly  suspected  that  he  might 
be  a  country  doctor,  well  used  to  riding  in  an 
open  buggy  along  muddy  roads,  winter  and 
summer.  His  clear  blue  eye  had  that  tender, 
solicitous  look  that  grows  out  of  sympathy  with 
sutfering  ;  and  cheeks,  neck,  and  hands  were 
deeply  bronzed  ;  only  the  forehead,  shaded  by 
the  crisp  curls,  betrayed  the  fair  complexion. 

In  grace  of  person  and  all  external  accom- 
plishments he  was  by  no  means  the  rival  of 
John  Gatsimer ;  but  whoever  felt  the  grasp  of 
his  friendly  hand,  or  looked  in  his  open  blue 
eye,  perceived  at  once  that  his  principles  were 
in  him,  and  that  he  was  not  floating  about 
them,  like  a  chip  about  a  buoy,  in  some  fluc- 
tuating water.  In  speech  of  tongue  he  was 
not  fluent ;  but  his  heart  spoke  for  him,  and 
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spoke  so  plainly  that  there  was  no  possibility 
of  mistake. 

What  could  it  mean  ? 

And  now,  if  the  reader  will  turn  back  to  the 
opening  sentences  of  our  story,  we  will  go  on 
with  the  rest  of  it  in  Ruth's  own  words. 

I  was  half  in  love  with  John  Gatsimer,  she 
said  ;  indeed  I  fancied  myself  quite  in  love, 
and  doubtless  would  have  married  him,  but  for 
the  accidental  spraining  of  an  ankle.  And 
then  she  said  what  we  quoted  before.  "Let 
me  make  a  clean  breast  of  it,  while  I  am  about 
it." 

John  was  handsome,  she  went  on,  and  very 
charming  (she  spoke  of  him  as  of  one  dead,  you 
will  see) ;  and  then  she  sighed  a  little  sigh, 
and  then  she  turned  the  plain  gold  ring  that  of 
late  she  had  been  wearing  on  her  finger,  and 
after  a  little  interval  of  silence  began. 

Yes,  we  were  engaged,  John  and  I.  I  had 
accepted  a  costly  ring,  and  an  invitation  to 
visit  his  father's  family  with  my  mother.  They 
live  splendidly,  the  Gatsimers ;  we  could  ride 
for  miles  together  on  their  own  domain,  through 
cultivated  fields  and  meadows,  and  great  stretch- 
es of  woods  that  stood  dark  and  still  in  their 
own  primeval  shadow  ;  along  green  lanes,  bor- 
dered with  walnut  and  cherry  trees,  and  dot- 
ted here  and  there  with  the  snug  cottages  of 
the  Gatsimer  hands ;  for,  go  where  we  would, 
we  met  these  stalwart  men,  some  on  foot, 
their  broad-brimmed  hats  slouched  over  sun- 
burnt faces,  and  with  picks  in  their  hands  or 
crow-bars  over  their  shoulders,  whistling  back 
to  the  blackbirds  on  the  fences,  and  swinging 
one  stout  arm  to  help  themselves  along.  Some- 
times we  would  pass  a  great  team,  six  or  eight 
mules,  with  ears  back  and  slim  tails  between 
their  legs,  pulling  hard  up  the  hills,  with  tons 
and  tons  of  blue  broken  stones  behind  them, 
food  for  the  iron  furnaces  toward  which  they 
were  headed. 

Out  of  all  the  raspberry  patches  by  the  way 
bright  young  heads  and  wondering  young  eyes 
were  peeping,  and  these  were  the  children  of 
the  hands — held  by  the  neighborhood,  and  in 
some  sort  by  themselves,  as  the  natural  belong- 
ings and  adornments  of  the  Gatsimer  place. 
We  drove  daily  miles  and  miles  in  all  direc- 
tions, and  never  once  got  out  of  reach  of  re- 
minders of  the  consequence  of  these  people. 
If  there  were  a  vineyard  on  the  hill-side  finer 
than  the  rest,  that  was  sure  to  belong  to  the 
Gatsimers ;  and  if  a  school-house  or  a  church 
were  specially  attractive  in  design  or  situation, 
why  it  was  built  by  the  Gatsimers  !  and  so  on. 
I  need  not  particularize  further. 

Our  visit  was  nearly  over,  and  had  been  in 
all  respects  delightful ;  at  any  rate,  I  had  been 
happy  without  being  fully  satisfied,  if  you  can 
imagine  such  a  condition.  The  house  itself 
was  full  of  comfort,  luxury,  elegance ;  and  Ave 
were  received  and  entertained,  not  as  by  suf- 
ferance, but  as  honored  guests.  Perhaps  the 
father  and  mother  might  have  been  better 


pleased  if  John  had  looked  a  little  higher; 
but  if  so,  they  never  betrayed  a  shadow  of  the 
feeling,  but  accepted  me  as  though  I  were  the 
chosen  of  their  own  hearts.  Indeed,  they  were 
so  proud  of  John,  and  so  used  to  think  what- 
ever he  did  was  right,  that  they  may  never  have 
questioned  his  choice  at  all.  I  don't  know. 
They  were,  as  far  as  I  knew  them,  estimable 
people,  and  I  know  they  are  beloved  and  re- 
spected by  all  among  whom  they  live  ;  a  severe 
test,  and  yet  I  came  from  their  hospitable  home 
and  hearts  with  a  charge  against  them,  which 
I  do  not  see  how  they  can  make  clear.  They 
withheld  from  me  a  secret  that  I  had  a  right 
to  know.  As  for  John,  I  can  not  hold  him  so 
guilty  in  this  one  respect.  He  did  not  violate 
the  law  of  his  nature  so  much  as  they  must 
have  done.  He  is  constructed  on  a  less  noble 
plan,  and  whatever  he  may  do  to  retrieve  his 
past,  will  always,  to  the  end  of  his  days,  be, 
young  Gatsimer. 

Ethlinda  and  I  became  at  once  like  sisters  ; 
she  made  me  so  much  a  part  of  her  that  I 
sometimes  forgot  my  poverty  of  culture  and 
accomplishment  in  her  profusion.  She  played 
and  sung  for  me  ;  we  embroidered  at  the  same 
frame,  on  the  shaded  piazza  watched  the  bees 
at  their  work  in  the  garden  by  the  hour,  pulled 
flowers  or  currants  as  it  happened  ;  read  novels, 
laughing  over  the  fun,  and  growing  tearful  over 
the  pathetic ;  tramped  through  the  hay-fields 
at  dew-fall  to  breathe  the  sweetness  and  to  see 
the  girls  and  boys  raking  up  the  windrows,  and 
chatting  as  gayly  as  if  the  day  had  been  a  holi- 
day and  not  a  work-day.  John  was  sure  to 
come  after  us  in  all  these  excursions,  if  indeed 
we  did  not  find  him  afield  before  us. 

Sometimes  he  would  take  the  rake  in  his 
hand  and  afi'ect  to  be  a  Vvorkman  with  the 
rest,  singing  some  Avild  snatch  of  ballad,  or 
tender  verse  of  love-dole,  that  held  all  the 
meadow  spell-bound  with  its  charm.  I  always 
noticed  that  he  took  his  rake  from  the  hand  of 
the  prettiest  girl  in  the  hay-field,  and  that  Avhen 
he  sung  his  love-songs  his  eyes  were  fixed  upon 
her,  as  though  he  said,  "This  is  all  meant  for 
you,  my  pretty  SAveet-heart !"  and  the  kindling 
blushes  told  that  it  AA'as  so  understood.  Some- 
times he  Avould  take  the  hand  Avhen  he  took 
the  rake,  and  squeeze  it  too  before  he  let  it  go. 
"It's  a  Avay  John  has!"  says  Ethlinda,  apolo- 
getically; "the  girls  all  understand  that  it 
doesn't  mean  any  thing  !" 

I  saAv  him  kiss  a  little  broAvn  hand  one  day 
in  that  way  of  his,  and  I  would  not  have  cared 
if  he  had  knoAvn  I  saAV  it ;  but  he  did  not,  for 
the  AvindroAv  AA'as  breast-high  betAveen  us. 

What  he  said  I  don't  knoAV,  but  it  was  some- 
thing that  ought  not  to  have  been  said  ;  for  Avhen 
the  little  brown  hand  got  possession  of  itself,  and 
the  fluttered  damsel  turned  tOAvard  us,  you  would 
haA'c  thought  the  burning  cheeks  Avere  going  to 
set  all  the  dry  hay  on  fire.  I  Avas  sulky  all  that 
evening,  and  Avent  off  to  bed  Avitli  the  robins, 
saying  I  had  a  headache. 

Another  time  Ave  found  him  Avith  his  arm 


854 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


round  the  waist  of  a  blue-eyed  Scotch  lassie, 
who  was  picking  berries  in  a  part  of  the  field 
quite  away  from  the  hay-makers.  "  I  didn't 
think  it  of  you,  John,"  I  said,  as  we  were  going 
home  together.  He  laughed  gayly,  and  tried 
to  make  me  believe — and  in  the  end  did  make 
me  believe — that  he  had  seen  me  approaching, 
and  had  agreed  with  cunning  Effie,  the  berry- 
picker,  to  enact  this  little  part  just  to  see  if  it 
would  make  me  jealous. 

"Not  for  the  world  would  I  have  grieved 
you,  my  dear!"  he  said,  seeing  that  I  was  in 
serious  earnest ;  and  then  he  said  a  great  many 
sweet  and  pretty  things  that  I  need  not  repeat 
— I  being,  of  course,  first  and  last,  and  the  one 
altogether  lovely.  "  Pardon  me,  my  fair  Puri- 
tan!" he  said,  "and  yet  I  can't  regret  the  bit 
of  comedy  that  has  shown  me  how  exclusively 
you  would  have  me  to  hold  and  to  keep."  I 
was  pacified,  at  any  rate ;  and  all  that  evening, 
and  for  days  to  come,  John  was  so  discreet  in 
all  ways,  and  so  tenderly  thoughtful,  both  of 
me  and  of  every  one,  that  I  blamed  myself  for 
having  blamed  him. 

We  drove  out  of  evenings  almost  altogether 
after  this,  and  left  the  hay-fields  and  the  hay- 
makers behind ;  and  it  happened  one  day  that 
we  came  upon  a  group  of  children  playing  on  a 
bank  of  green  turf  by  the  road-side.  Among 
them,  with  a  bunch  of  violets  for  a  foot-stool,  was 
a  young  mother,  knitting  and  suckling  her  baby 
as  she  tended  the  romping  group.  It  was  a 
pretty  picture  altogether,  the  barc-legged,  chub- 
by-cheeked children,  in  copperas-colored  petti- 
coats and  blue  jackets,  chasing  up  and  down 
like  so  many  butterflies,  flaxen  hair  tossing  and 
blue  eyes  aglow,  and  the  modest  mother  with 
her  tender  face  drooping*  to  the  baby  on  her 
bosom. 

"  Well  done,  Katherine!"  cried  John,  reining 
his  chestnut  up  so  suddenly  that  he  backed  our 
wheels  quite  against  the  bank.  The  woman 
lifted  her  fresh,  round  face  in  amazement,  hast- 
ily drew  the  kerchief  across  her  bosom,  smoothed 
the  fair  hair  under  the  frill  of  her  simple  cap, 
and  pieced  out  her  broken  salutation  with  the 
sweetest  of  smiles.  "  Ya',  vel  done,  I  says  too," 
she  replied,  holding  up  the  baby,  for  she  had 
understood  the  exclamation  as  a  reference  to 
her  child;  "he  stay  cood  asleeps  mos'  every 
time.  I  nevar  seen  no  baby  so  much  love-ly, 
only  mine  cousin's;  but  I  forgets,  Mr.  John, 
I  was  all  wrongs  to  sbeak  of  dat— I  so  much 
zorry ;  but  it  was  a  cood  baby — cood  as  mine, 
vor  all,  an'  vor  all !  You  never  sees  him  ?  Oh, 
I  forgets  !  Mos'  all  the  time  I  forgets — ven  I 
sees  you,  tings  goes  out  o'  my  head  as  they  vos 
— you  very  much  excuse  me.  I  say  no  more 
of  dat — no  times — not  now ;  but  if  you  vas  to 
see  him — little  one — you  vould  be  so  move  in 
your  heart — you  could  nots  help  it — you  take 
him  right  avay !" 

I  turned  toward  John  for  an  explanation  of 
all  this,  and  was  startled  to  see  the  change  that 
had  come  over  his  face.  I  can't  explain  it ; 
but  my  heart  went  down,  and  down,  and  turned 


sick  within  me,  with  some  frightful  apprehen- 
sion, I  knew  not  what.  He  tried  to  gather  up 
the  reins,  but  seemed  unable ;  and  as  I  did  it 
for  him  my  hand  touched  his,  and  I  saw  that 
it  was  as  limp  and  useless  as  a  rag. 

"Confound  this  tuberose  odor !"  he  said,  after 
a  minute,  taking  a  sprig  from  his  button-hole 
and  dashing  it  into  the  road.  "  I  believe  it  was 
near  making  a,  woman  of  me.  You'll  be  find- 
ing out  all  my  weaknesses,  won't  you,  my  dear?" 

"Oh,  if  that's  all,  I  don't  mind.  Was  it 
really  the  tuberose  ?" 

"  Of  course.    What  should  it  be  ?" 

"I  hardly  know.  I  fancied  it  was  some  al- 
lusion that  German  woman  made  that  aflfected 
you  so." 

"  Nonsense !" 

He  said  this  sternly.  Then  he  laughed ;  but 
I  thought  the  laughter  sounded  hollow  and 
forced.  And  then  he  said,  in  gentler  tones, 
"  Why,  how  should  her  silly  woman's  talk  about 
her  baby  affect  me  ?" 

"  But  it  was  partly  about  her  cousin,  John, 
and  her  cousin's  baby  !  And  I  was  half  afraid, 
dear;  I  don't  know  why,  nor  of  what." 

"  I  am  sorry  you  were  so  foolish — that's  all," 
he  said ;  and  then  he  drove  in  silence  a  long 
way. 

' '  Why  should  you  be  offended  with  my  fool- 
ish fears,  if  there  was  nothing  in  it  all  ?"  I  said 
by-and-by,  determined  at  least  not  to  have  one 
of  those  silent  quarrels,  that  are  the  most  tan- 
talizing and  tormenting  of  all  quarrels. 

Then  he  said  that  he  was  not  offended ;  but 
that  he  was  hurt  by  my  distrust  of  him  ;  and  he 
begged  that  I  would  not  make  myself,  and  him 
too,  unhappy  by  listening  to  the  gabble  of  every 
loose  tongue  that  happened  to  be  set  going 
within  ear-shot  of  me.  Our  quarrel  was  likely 
to  be  sharp  enough  now;  but  all  at  once  John 
changed  his  tone — perhaps  he  saw  no  other 
way  of  checking  it. 

He  believed  the  tuberose  had  made  him  sick, 
after  all,  he  said ;  and  begged  that  I  would  not 
lay  to  heart  any  cross  or  unreasonable  word  that 
he  might  have  spoken ;  he  was  really  not  re- 
sponsible. Then  he  was,  he  said,  so  conscious 
of  my  perfections,  that  the  very  consciousness 
brought  out  his  imperfections  all  the  more,  just 
as  a  bashful  man  will  sometimes  appear  rude 
and  unmannerly  from  his  very  bashfulness,  and 
in  self-defense. 

A  young  man,  driving  a  sturdy  little  horse  in 
an  old,  mud-bespattered  vehicle,  turned  in  from 
a  cross-road  just  before  us,  and  met  us  squarely. 
"Ah,  Doctor,  just  in  good  time,"  says  John, 
reining  up  and  reaching  out  a  hand.  Then  he 
explained  that  he  had  been  weak  enough  to 
wear  a  sprig  of  confounded  tuberose,  which  Eth- 
linda  had  stuck  in  his  button-hole,  though  he 
knew  his  liability  to  be  made  sick  by  the  odor, 
and  asked  for  some  simple  antidote. 

"  Certainly,"  says  the  young  man,  in  a  cheery 
voice,  and  opening  the  saddle-bags  that  lay  at 
his  feet.  "There;  lay  that  on  your  tongue, 
and  let  it  go  where  it  will,  and  the  physical 
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man  will  be  all  right  in  a  few  minutes.  Now, 
if  it  were  a  mind  diseased,  I  could  not  minister 
so  hopefully." 

John  winced  at  this.  "Why  should  you  in- 
sinuate that  it  was  my  mind  ?"  he  said,  almost 
angrily. 

"  A  thousand  pardons,"  said  the  young  man, 
coloring  confusedly.  "  If  I  had  thought  as  you 
intimate,  I  should  certainly  not  have  made  the 
suggestion."  And  with  the  hope  that  his  medi- 
cine would  be  more  pertinent  than  his  words 
had  proven,  gave  his  roan  a  touch  on  the  flank 
and  passed  us. 

' '  Our  village  doctor, "  J ohn  explained.  ' '  A 
goodish  face,  hasn't  he?" 

"Yes,  rather,"  I  answered,  carelessly;  for 
I  had  only  thought  of  him  as  contrasting  un- 
favorably with  wy  John!  And  probably,  but 
for  an  accident,  he  would  have  continued  to 
look  to  me  like  a  kindly  commonplace  country 
doctor,  though  I  had  seen  him  every  day  for 
all  the  rest  of  my  days. 

But  who  shall  say  what  might  have  been,  if 
things  were  not  as  they  are  ?  Perhaps  I  had 
been  in  all  the  ways  and  windings  of  my  life 
going  right  toward  that  cross-road,  out  of  which 
should  drive  this  goodish  country  doctor,  in  his 
mud-bespattered  buggy.  His  name,  which  I 
did  not  learn  at  the  time,  not  having  sufficient 
interest  to  inquire,  was,  and  is,  Felix  Helper. 
I  have  promised  to  make  the  name  mine,  and 
that  is  why  I  think  I  must  have  been  going  to- 
ward him  all  the  days  of  my  life. 

"Where  does  that  road  lead  to?"  I  said, 
pointing  to  the  one  out  of  which  the  doctor  had 
come,  "and  why  do  we  not  drive  there  some- 
times? it  looks  so  pleasant."  And  it  did  look 
wonderfully  pleasant,  winding  away  toward  a 
thick  wood,  and  lined  all  along  with  elder- 
bushes,  and  a  thousand  wild  and  sweet-smell- 
ing weeds. 

I  had  expressed  the  wish  to  take  that  lane 
in  our  drives  half  a  dozen  times  before,  but 
John  had  always  put  me  off  with  one  excuse 
and  another.  It  led  to  a  German  settlement 
directly,  and  was  not  pleasant  farther  than  we 
could  see.  "And  yet  I  notice  that  your  horse 
always  turns  his  head  that  way,  as  if  he  were 
used  to  traveling  there.    Why  is  that?"  I  said. 

"Because  he  is  a  fool!"  answered  John. 
And  of  course  my  wish  was  urged  no  farther 
that  time. 

An  evening  was  never  lovelier  than  that,  and 
as  the  new  moon  hung  in  the  boughs  of  the 
thick  woods  before  us,  and  the  little  birds  fair- 
ly fell  upon  them,  as  upon  green  beds,  tired 
out  with  sunshine  and  with  song — as  the  hay- 
makers went  homeward,  driving  the  full-udder- 
ed  cows  before  them,  and  the  smoke  above  the 
cottages  began  to  curl  in  warm  welcome,  we 
could  neither  of  us  quite  resist  the  soothing 
effect,  and  our  little  differences  all  healed  of 
themselves. 

In  one  place  there  was  a  sweet-brier  lift- 
ing her  tender  handful  of  bloom  up  to  us  as 
we  went  along,  and  I  had  hardly  expressed 


my  admiration  when  John  was  on  the  ground, 
and  the  next  minute  my  lap  was  all  shining 
with  the  delicate  little  pink  cups,  overflowing 
with  that  fine  fragrance  that  is  almost  spirit- 
ualized. 

The  medicine  had  acted  like  a  charm,  John 
said,  and  certainly  he  was  never  more  delight- 
ful than  during  the  remainder  of  our  drive. 
It  was  the  last  we  ever  took  together — the  last 
we  ever  will  take. 

I  turned  into  the  cross-road  the  next  time  I 
went  that  way.  But  I  have  not  yet  quite  come 
to  that  next  time. 

The  fair-haired  German  woman,  with  her 
baby  on  her  knee,  was  still  sitting  on  the  bank 
by  the  road-side  as  we  drove  homeward,  and 
I  threw  her  a  spray  of  my  flowers,  in  token  of 
good-will.  She  clasped  them  to  her  bosom, 
saying,  in  her  broken  way,  it  was  a  pity  they 
would  fade  so  soon. 

"  But  they  can't  possibly  fade  now,  Mistress 
Katherine!"  says  John,  in  that  way  of  his,  so 
charming  to  women,  of  which  Ethlinda  had 
spoken.  This  one  remark  will  show  you  that 
he  was  quite  himself  again. 

We  talked  late  that  night — talked  of  our 
wedding-day.  Lord  help  us  I  how  little  we 
know,  when  we  talk  of  to-morrow,  what  that 
to-morrow  will  bring  forth !  If  I  had  known 
it,  my  fancy  need  not  have  wandered  beyond 
that  brown  house  among  the  trees  at  the  other 
end  of  the  village,  where  Felix  Helper  was 
writing  at  the  old  walnut-wood  desk,  at  which 
his  father  had  written  before  him.  I  need  not 
repeat  the  plans  that  we  planned ;  they  were 
like  the  mists  of  the  morning,  that  are  all  taken 
up  by  the  later  sunshine  ;  but  for  that  one  night 
they  were  very  lovely ;  they  could  never,  in 
any  circumstances,  have  gone  into  realities,  for 
the  man  that  I  thought  I  loved  was  not  the 
one  sitting  there  beside  me.  My  imagination 
had  lifted  him  and  idealized  him  into  that  which 
he  was  not,  and  could  not  be.  I  wonder  if 
ever  a  woman  did  the  same  thing,  and  discov- 
ered her  mistake  after  marriage  ?  That  must 
be  dreadful. 

"  Come,  dear  Ruth,  come  I  it  is  growing 
late!"  Ethlinda  called  to  me  again  and  again 
from  the  window  of  the  chamber  above, 

"Not  yet,  not  quite  yet !"  John  v/ould  plead, 
holding  my  hand  with  an  almost  painful  tenac- 
ity of  grasp;  "directly,  I  Avill  let  you  go!" 
At  last  he  said,  "When  yonder  cloud  passes 
from  the  star  it  is  just  covering,  you  may  go. 
I  will  not  then  urge  your  stay  for  another  in- 
stant." 

The  cloud  did  not  pass  away  from  the  face 
of  that  star,  but  gathered  to  itself  blackness 
upon  blackness  till  all  that  side  of  heaven  was 
gloom. 

"Are  we  never  to  have  light  again?"  he 
said.  "I  wish  I  had  not  asked  you  to  stay  till 
the  cloud  was  gone.  I  am  superstitious  some- 
how to-night.  But  good-by ;  you  have  seen 
enough  of  my  weaknesses  for  one  day." 

He  let  go  my  hand,  and  then  reached  after 
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and  caught  it  again,  felt  for  the  ring,  and  then 
with  a  sigh,  that  was  almost  a  sob,  turned  away. 

I  dreamed  of  him  all  night,  and  I  was  search- 
ing up  and  down  the  world  for  him,  and  could 
not  find  him,  and  awoke  with  a  cry  of  such  an- 
guish as  made  me  glad  enough  to  be  aw^ake. 

At  breakfast  John  did  not  appear,  and  it 
presently  became  known  that  he  was  not  able 
to  leave  his  bed.  The  house  was  at  once  per- 
vaded with  a  new  influence,  every  thing  being 
put  in  subordination  to  the  son  and  heir. 
Almost  the  first  thing  to  be  done  was  to  call 
Dr.  Felix  Helper,  and  as  I  met  him  in  the  hall 
I  could  not  forbear  saying  to  him,  under  pre- 
tense of  good-humor,  that  I  hoped  he  would 
not  give  his  patient  any  more  of  those  dreadful 
powders,  whatever  he  did  !  He  opened  his  blue 
eyes  wide,  bowed  slightly,  and  smiled  in  such  a 
way,  as  though  he  said,  You  are  not  worth 
minding,  you  silly  little  girl !" 

I  looked  after  him  almost  with  contempt. 
He  was  stoutish,  and  I  thought  his  legs  too 
short,  and  said  to  myself,  "  He  walks  like  a 
duck!"  contrasting  him  with  handsome  John 
still  more  unfavorably  than  at  first.  I  called 
him  the  gy-eat  Dr.  Felix  all  that  day,  whenever 
I  spoke  of  him,  and  somehow  got  a  wonderful 
deal  of  satisfaction  out  of  the  epithet. 

All  day  the  sick  man  kept  to  his  chamber, 
and  I  saw  that,  whether  the  tuberose  had  any 
thing  to  do  with  it  or  not,  there  was  clearly  no 
feigning  noAv.  But  toward  evening  he  revived, 
and  insisted  that  Ethlinda  and  myself,  who 
had,  he  said,  been  unconscionably  bored  all 
day,  should  take  an  airing  together.  The 
pony-chaise  was  proposed  at  first ;  but  no,  Jolm 
said,  we  must  go  in  his  phaeton  and  drive  his 
beautiful  chestnut,  which  Ruth  so  much  ad- 
mired. "  He  requires  the  exercise,  and  is  per- 
fectly safe  ;  only,  mind  one  thing — keep  out  of 
the  way  of  the  railroad  trains!"  Then  he 
looked  at  his  watch,  and  timed  us,  as  he  called 
it,  so  that  we  should  not  be  upon  the  strip  of 
road  that  lay  beside  the  rail-track  when  the 
evening  express  should  become  due.  "  Now 
remember!"  was  his  last  injunction  ;  and  then 
he  said,  "  Hadn't  you  better  have  Peter  take  ! 
you,  after  all  ?" 

No,  we  wanted  to  go  alone  ;  we  wanted  no 
Peter,  and  would  have  no  Peter.  He  had 
marked  out  our  drive  for  us,  and  had  made  us 
promise  faithfully  to  adhere  to  his  direction, 
and  he  had  left  out  the  one  cross-road  that  I  so 
much  desired  to  explore.  He  kissed  his  hand 
to  us  from  the  upper  window,  and  I  called  back 
to  him  as  we  mounted  the  phaeton,  "There 
goes  the  great  Dr.  Felix  just  ahead  of  us;  so, 
if  any  thing  happens,  you  see,  we  will  have  the 
good  fortune  to  find  medical  wisdom  close  at 
hand!" 

So  we  drove  away  laughing,  following  in  the 
track  of  Dr.  Felix  and  his  rusty  old  buggy. 
We  had  followed  the  route  as  set  down  for  us 
strictly,  passing,  against  my  will,  the  lane  into  \ 
which  Ave  saw  the  Doctor  turn  before  us,  and 
commenting  on  his  sturdy  roan  as  he  trotted 


out  of  sight :  but  never  saying  one  word  of  him- 
self, first  or  last.  We  did  not  think  of  him. 
We  had  gone  to  the  Gatsimer  Oaks,  as  the 
beautiful  belt  of  woodland  that  was  to  end  our 
drive  was  called,  and  had  turned  the  head  of 
our  gay  young  chestnut  homeward,  mindful  to 
get  over  the  dangerous  strip  of  road  betimes, 
when  it  happened  that  we  discovered  a  bed  of 
ripe  strawberries  blushing  up  through  the  grass 
by  the  road-side.  We  could  not  resist  the  tempt- 
ation ;  it  would  be  so  nice  to  take  some  fresh 
berries,  picked  with  our  own  hands,  home  to 
John.  We  would  wait  there  till  the  express 
train  had  passed — that  would  be  the  way  to 
manage !  I  made  a  cup  of  sassafras  leaves, 
very  sweet  with  its  linings  of  silver-gray,  and 
had  nearly  filled  it  when  a  low,  threatening 
mutter  broke  out  of  the  Gatsimer  Oaks  behind 
us,  and  turning,  we  saw  with  sudden  alarm  the 
clouds  rolling  up  as  black  as  night.  We  lost  a 
minute  or  two  in  debating  what  was  best  to  do ; 
w^ait,  and  take  the  risk  of  the  rain,  or  go  for- 
ward and  risk  the  engine  and  the  whistle. 

The  air  grew  blind  in  a  moment,  and  the 
Avinds  made  such  tossing  and  tumbling  of  the 
oak-tops,  and  such  bowlings  Avithal,  that  Ave 
Avcre  aAve-struck,  if  not  afraid,  and  resolved  to 
set  off  Avith  all  speed  for  home.  Our  horse 
Avas  quite  as  likely  to  be  frightened  by  the 
storm  as  the  Avhistle  ;  indeed  he  already  showed 
signs  of  excitement,  that  AA\arned  us  to  keep 
before  the  on-coming  clouds  if  possible.  His 
ears  were  turned  back,  his  eyes  scared,  and  his 
slender  legs  trembling.  He  set  high  his  fine 
head,  and  started  off  at  a  lope  that  Avas  nearly 
a  canter.  "We  shall  get  over  that  dangerous 
bit  of  road  at  any  rate  !"  says  Ethlinda,  as  Ave 
mounted  the  hill  that  brought  us  on  a  level  Avith 
the  track,  and  she  gave  freer  rein  to  our  spirit- 
ed loper.  All  at  once,  driving  round  the  curve 
before  us,  belloAving  like  a  mad  bull,  and  facing 
right  upon  us,  Avith  fierce  red  eyes,  came  the 
engine.  A  quick  lurch  to  one  side,  that  had 
nearly  upset  us,  a  spring  forAvard,  and  aAvay  Ave 
Avent  Avith  the  fury  and  speed  of  the  Avind.  Of 
course,  the  first  thing  that  Ethlinda  did  Avas  to 
scream ;  the  next,  to  try  Avith  all  her  might  to 
run  our  valiant  chestnut  into  the  fence  upon 
one  side,  or  the  clay-bank  upon  the  other. 
"  Keep  a  straight  rein,  and  give  him  head!"  I 
cried,  but  all  in  vain.  She  sawed  mercilessly 
on  the  bit,  and  directly  the  ribbons  snapped  in 
fAvo  in  her  hand.  Then  came  the  screams 
again,  adding  terror  to  the  fright  of  our  horse, 
and  causing  him  to  keep  his  heels  in  the  air  for 
the  most  part. 

The  next  thing,  I  saw  a  little  butterfly  of  a 
hat,  pink  floAvers,  and  yelloAv  straAvs  together, 
Avhirling  through  the  air,  and  a  cloud  of  laAvns, 
frills,  and  flounces  fluttering  off  in  the  opposite 
direction  !  I  did  not  look  behind — I  could  not. 
I  kncAv  that  I  Avas  alone  with  that  shadoAV  feared 
by  man,  and  I  kneAV  nothing  else.  And  yet  I 
did  knoAV  something  else.  I  distinctly  saAv  that 
we  were  approaching  the  forbidden  road.  I 
saw  one  of  the  Gatsimer  teams  coming  doAvn 
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the  slope  toward  the  main  road,  and  wondered 
whether  the  man  would  find  Ethlinda  and  carry 
her  home,  perhaps  only  her  body ;  saw  the  head 
of  the  Doctor's  roan  just  behind  the  wagon-bed 
filled  with  blue  stones,  nodding  up  and  down  in 
a  sober,  jog-trot  sort  of  way. 

After  this,  that  aAvful  shadow  pretty  much 
absorbed  me,  for  my  maddened  beast,  true  to 
his  old  habit,  or  instinct,  turned  square  off, 
grazing  the  guide-post,  catching  the  phaeton 
cover  on  the  top  of  it,  wa-enching  it  half  away, 
and  on  and  on  !  Should  we  run  right  into 
those  six  mules  ?  It  seemed  so.  But  no,  my 
fate  was  not  so  ordered.  Somehow  the  driver 
got  his  team  partly  clear  of  the  road,  my  chest- 
nut sheared  ofi^,  and,  like  a  zigzag  of  lightning, 
Ave  shot  by,  clearing  the  six  mules,  the  two 
clumsy  projecting  hubs,  the  big  solid  heap  of 
stones,  the  Doctor's  slender  buggy,  and  all ! 
We  passed  the  piece  of  woodland  beyond  which 
John  had  told  me  the  road  was  not  so  pleasant, 
and  dashed  forward,  still  at  the  same  rate — the 
steam-whistle,  at  momentary  intervals,  bellow- 
ing away  in  the  distance,  for  we  got  over  the 
ground  almost  at  the  rate  of  the  engine. 

Perhaps  the  beast  will  tire  himself  out,  I 
thought,  if  we  should  meet  no  further  obstruc- 
tion, and  I  and  the  shadow  part  company  after 
all.  A  sudden  sense  of  jamming  into  new 
conditions — a  coming  dizziness  and  darkness — 
and  I  knew  no  more  till  I  found  myself,  with 
head  low,  and  stretched  flat,  on  what  proved 
to  be  a  thyme-bed  in  old  Grandmother  Van 
Borr's  garden.  I  did  not  see  the  thyme-bed 
at  first,  nor  Grandmother  Van  Borr.  I  saw, 
bending  over  me,  the  honest,  sympathetic  eyes 
of  Dr.  Eelix  Helper.  He  was  trying  to  get 
one  hand  between  the  thick  soft  thyme  and 
my  waist,  an  achievement  soon  accomplished. 
Then  he  raised  me  up,  saying,  cheerily,  as  he 
did  so,  "There,  that  '11  do.  We  are  not  hurt 
so  badly  after  all,  are  Ave  ?" 

So,  from  the  first,  you  perceive,  he  made  him- 
self a  part  of  me.  I  saAV  noAv  that  my  boots 
were  off  and  my  stockings  too,  and  that  one  foot 
and  ankle  Avere  much  SAvollen,  and  as  blue  as  the 
stones  I  had  seen  in  the  Gatsimer  AA'agon-bed. 

"Broken?"  I  said,  nodding  past  the  Doctor 
to  my  foot. 

' '  No ;  sprained.  Here,  grandmother,  sit  doAvn 
on  this  thyme,  please,  and  prop  us  up  a  little ; 
Ave  can't  go  alone  all  at  once." 

"  Poy,  come  pack  ;  vat  you  doos  ?  Come 
pack  !  yo  pe  in  pad  A'ork  all  times,  mos' !  Come 
an'  'old  ye  voman's  pig  A'oot!" 

I  now  saAv,  Avith  a  coarse  straw  hat  set  side- 
Avays  on  his  gold  curls,  a  child  tAvo  years  old, 
perhaps,  standing  in  the  garden  Avalk  a  few 
yards  from  me,  both  chubby  hands  full  of  pinks 
and  hollyhocks  all  crushed  together.  A  short- 
sleeved  shirt  of  coarse  Avhite  linen,  and  a  petti- 
coat of  red  flannel,  shrunken  Avith  much  Avash- 
ing,  made,  together  with  his  straAv  hat,  all  his 
dress.  His  shoulders  had  a  brave,  square  set- 
ting, he  stood  strong  on  his  legs,  and  his  broAvn 
eyes  were  so  confident  of  your  good-will  that 
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the  love  of  almost  any  Avoman  must,  in  spite  of 
herself,  have  gone  straight  to  him.  Mine  did, 
even  before  a  box  on  the  ear  from  the  bony, 
shriveled  hand  of  the  grandmother  had  brought 
out  tAvo  great  appealing  tears  to  his  pretty 
cheeks. 

The  second  Avord  I  spoke  Avas  to  this  child : 
"  Come  to  me,  my  little  beauty  ! "  I  said  ;  "  give 
me  some  of  your  flowers,  Avon't  you?" 

"  Vot  vor  call  him  peauty — him  no  peauty — 
him's  much  very  pad !  Voman  don't  vant  you, 
poy.  Co  avay !  shoo !  shoo ! "  And  the  grand- 
mother clapped  her  dry  hands  and  tried  to 
frighten  the  lad  aAvay,  much  as  one  Avould  scare 
aAvay  the  croAV  that  Avas  stealing  one's  corn. 

I  Avas  angry  Avith  the  old  dame,  and  told  her 
I  could  do  Avithout  her  support,  for  by  this  time 
she  had  set  herself  against  my  shoulder.  The 
Doctor  bit  in  his  lip  and  a  smile  Avith  it,  and 
then  he  called,  "  Gatty,  my  little  man,  Avon't 
you  come  and  bring  us  some  floAvers?" 

He  came  at  once,  his  lip  trembling,  and  the 
tAvo  tears  trembling  above  it,  reaching  out  his 
hand  full  of  pinks  and  hollyhocks  before  him. 
There  came  over  me,  as  he  stood  there,  Avith 
tear-Avet  cheeks — in  his  scant  petticoat,  and 
Avith  sun-burnt  feet  buried  in  the  thyme,  a  feel- 
ing Avliich  I  suspect  must  be  akin  to  that  of 
motherhood.  An  infinitude  of  tenderness  and 
yearning  to  take  him  to  my  bosom,  and  to  shel- 
ter and  save  him  from  all  harm.  Nay,  more,  to 
give  him  all  good  gifts,  and  to  make  his  place 
in  the  Avorld  shine  so  grandly  that  no  sliadow 
of  blame  or  reproach  should  ever  get  near  him. 
I  don't  knoAv  hoAV  it  was,  but  I  took  his  orphan- 
age for  granted,  and  longed  to  fill  uj)  the  gap 
that  I  felt,  in  some  jnystcrious  Avay,  must  needs 
have  misshapen  his  life. 

"  I  must  kiss  you,  my  dear,"  I  said,  drawing 
him  to  me,  as  he  dropped  the  crushed  leaves  of 
his  odorous  pinks  in  my  lap. 

"  Vat  you  say  ?  Him  knoAA's  not  apout — shoo 
long,  poy  I — him  knoAvs  not  apout  kiss — him 
pad!" 

"Not  knoAV  about  kisses?  What  does  the 
AA'oman  mean  ?"  and  I  turned  from  the  tooth- 
less old  grandam  to  the  Doctor. 

"We  must  not  talk  too  much;  our  brain  is 
excited  just  now!"  he  replied,  busying  him- 
self Avith  a  bandage. 

Then  he  sent  the  child  aAvay  to  another  part 
of  the  garden,  on  pretense  of  Avanting  some 
fresher  floAvers ;  and  my  attention  Avas  at  once 
diverted  both  from  myself  and  the  boy. 

One  of  the  Gatsimer  men  appeared,  leading 
John's  horse,  stepping  high,  and  dropping  SAveat. 
The  man  held  him  close  to  the  mouth  Avith  one 
hand,  and  patted  his  proud  arched  neck  Avith 
the  other.  Some  bedraggled  harness  hung 
across  his  back,  and  the  tAvo  shafts,  slivered 
AA'here  they  had  snapped,  dragged  either  side 
of  him  along  the  ground.  And  all  this  passed 
before  I  Avas  fully  conscious  of  all  that  had  hap- 
pened or  might  haA'e  happened. 

Ethlinda  had  lodged  in  a  thicket,  interAvoA-en 
and  covered  Avith  grape-vines,  and  had  thus  es- 
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caped  Avithout  so  much  as  a  bruise.  The  horse, 
too,  was  uninjured  except  by  his  fright.  The 
phaeton  had  suffered  wreck ;  had  come,  in  fact, 
to  complete  grief ;  and  I  had  sustained  the  in- 
jury of  a  sprained  ankle,  and  the  experience 
of  a  fainting  fit. 

The  stumps  of  one  of  the  Gatsimer  oaks,  Irate- 
ly felled  from  its  place  in  the  highway,  caused 
the  final  catastrophe.  We  had  run  over  the 
stump,  the  axle  had  caught,  the  jar  shattering 
the  carriage,  and  lodging  me  in  a  haystack  in 
the  adjoining  field.  It  was  a  miraculous  es- 
cape, every  body  said,  for  I  had  gone  over 
stones  and  fence-rails  enough  to  have  dashed 
my  brains  out,  if  I  had  had  twice  as  many  as 
I  possessed.  And  there  I  was  in  Grandmother 
Van  Borr's  garden  ;  the  Doctor,  who  had  faced 
about  and  driven  after  me  as  fast  as  he  could, 
having  picked  me  up  and  carried  me,  pale-faced, 
and  with  a  good  deal  of  hay  in  my  hair,  to  the 
nearest  refuge,  which  happened  to  be  Dame  Van 
Borr's  garden.  She  was  in  it  at  the  time,  hoe- 
ing cabbages,  and  her  little  grandchild  was  there 
too,  not  hanging  to  her  skirts,  as  we  may  sup- 
pose, but  off  by  himself,  picking  pinks  and  chas- 
ing bumble-bees. 

The  old  Avoman  insisted  directly  that  I  should 
be  taken  into  the  house.  Her  little  Katherine, 
she  said,  "vould  pe  glad  as  nothing  to  share 
her  ped  mit  the  vomans !" 

But  the  Doctor  said  No ;  it  were  much  bet- 
ter that  I  should  be  taken  home  .at  once,  "if," 
he  said,  "  the  young  lady  will  accept  so  poor  a 
conveyance  as  I  must  ofter." 

"Whatever  the  Doctor  thinks  best,"  I  re- 
plied. But  I  naturally  turned  my  eyes  toward 
the  house,  which  I  had  scarcely  observed  be- 
fore, and  saw  sitting  at  a  little  window  in  the 
steep  gable  a  slight  girlish  Avoman,  spinning 
flax;  her  hair  the  color  of  the  mesh  on  her 
distaff,  and  with  a  face  pale  and  settled  in 
expression,  as  if,  indeed,  she  might  have  died 
in  that  low  garret  years  agone,  and  still  kept 
on  spinning  at  her  flax.  And  yet  she  was  not 
so  much  ghost  as  spirit.  Beautiful,  very  beau- 
tiful, she  looked  in  the  dim  light;  her  rustic 
dress  simplicity  itself,  her  graceful  head  thrown 
a  little  back,  one  bare  arm  holding  up  the  thread 
as  she  spun,  and  in  her  thoughts  apparently  quite 
apart  from  the  things  of  this  low,  common  earth. 
It  may  have  been  the  hum  of  the  wheel  that  kept 
her  unconscious  of  all  the  noise  and  stir — so  un- 
usual about  the  secluded  place — for  evidently 
she  was  not  aware  that  any  thing  aside  from 
the  common  was  going  on. 

Seeing  th^it  I  noticed  her,  the  old  woman 
said:  "That  is  my  little  von,  my  granchile 
you  calls  him ;  she  mos'  every  time  spins  long 
viles  deeps  don  the  vays  o'  the  midnight ;  no 
moonshine  to  her ;  noting  at  all ;  spin,  spin,  the 
vay  you  sees  her  now,  mos'  every  time,  dat  vav." 

"  Is  she  sick  ?" 

"No,  not  vith  nothing  put  only  her  minds; 
dat  is  sick  as  can  not  pe  veil,  no,  not  never!" 
And  then,  in  answer  to  my  look  of  sympathy, 
for  I  did  not  feel  privileged  to  say  more,  she 


went  on:  "She's  mudder,  put  not  vrow ;  that 
von  tare  in  te  flower-peds,  he's  to  plames  for 
all.  I  mos'  vishes  him  no  cood.  Katherine 
and  I  ve  lives  here  all  lone — petter  so — pet- 
ter;  noting  for  us  no  more — veil,  veil — never 
minds !"  She  hid  her  withered  old  face  in  her 
skinny  hands,  and  when  the  child  came  to  her 
with  his  fresh-pulled  flowers,  she  said,  irrita- 
bly :  "Co  vay ;  I  vants  you  not ;  co  vay  oft— 
furderer  you  can!" 

While  this  was  going  on  between  us,  the  Doc- 
tor was  out  of  hearing,  looking  after  his  horse. 
He  now  came  up,  leading  him  as  close  to  the 
garden  gate  as  possible. 

"You  must  tell  me  your  name  before  I  go," 
I  said,  taking  the  boy  by  his  two  plump  shoul- 
ders, and  turning  him  toward  me. 

A  trick  of  manner — something  in  the  eyes, 
or  the  smile,  I  know  not  what — held  me  spell- 
bound, as,  looking  me  straight  in  the  face,  he 
answered,  bravely,  "My  name  is  John  Gatsi- 
mer." Then  he  folded  his  little  sun-burnt  arms 
stoutly  across,  and  stood,  as  though  he  reso- 
Intelv  defied  me,  and  the  world  together — once 
for  all. 

"His  rater's  name!"  says  the  grandmother. 
"I  gives  it  him  all  myselfs — I  vould,  vor  venge- 
ances. Katherine  vould  not  have  it  so  as  it 
is — she  sbeaks  it  nevar  at  all — no  times — but 
calls  him  Gatty  mos'  every  times.  All  darks 
mit  her  now  tays — moon  shines  petter  as  sun, 
and  she  spin  all  viles  ven  day  co  up,  and  ven 
him  CO  down.    Veil,  veil,  let  all  alones!" 

I  reached  home  before  Ethliiida.  John  had 
heard  nothing  of  the  accident,  and  was  waiting 
for  me  on  the  piazza. 

"Where  have  you  been  all  this  while?"  was 
his  eager  question. 

"At  the  Opera,"  I  replied.  "I  never  saw  so 
pretty  a  Margaret  as  I  saw  to-night,  at  her 
spinning.  If  you  w^ould  like  to  see  her,  go  to 
old  Grandmother  Van  Borr's  garden,  and  look 
up  to  the  little  window  in  the  garret,  you  will 
be  sure  to  see  her ;  for  I  am  told  she  spins  there 
often  all  night  long.  And  here  is  a  ring  you 
may  throw  up  to  hef,  if  you  like.  I  am  done 
with  it.  Yes,  yes,  John,  I  traveled  on  the  for- 
bidden road  to-night,  and  I  find  you  have  been 
there  before  me !" 

I  need  go  no  further  into  details.  Of  course 
our  engagement  was  broken,  and  you  will  at 
least  partly  understand  how  it  might  naturally 
enough  have  come  about  that  I  should  be  now 
wearing  this  slender  plain  gold  ring.  At  any 
rate,  here  I  am,  disengaged  and  re-engaged, 
this  time  for  life,  for,  so  far  as  any  regret  or 
any  hope  of  mine  is  concerned,  there  might  be 
no  man  in  the  world  but  plain  Felix  Helper. 

Three  months  after  this,  a  letter  addressed 
to  me  and  signed  Ruth  Helper,  concluded  on 
this  wise : 

"Felix  has  bought  me  a  sewing-machine, 
somewhat  to  the  mortification  of  mother,  and 
what  do  you  think !  I  have  taken  Katherine 
Van  Borr  to  live  with  me,  and  be  my  friend  and 
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Siouse-mate.  Yes,  taken  her  for  good  and  all, 
and  little  Gatty  into  the  bargain. 

"Handsome  John  did  not  go  abroad  as  re- 
ported ;  he  is  at  home  lying  sick  with  a  fever. 
The  Doctor,  of  course — the  great  Doctor — there 
is  but  one  Doctor  now — visits  him  daily,  and 
brings  me  most  favorable  reports  of  a  healthy 
spiritual  condition.  I  have  hopes  of  John  yet, 
strange  as  you  may  think  it ! " 

Two  months  later  she  writes  : 

"Gatty  is  the  delight  not  only  of  our  house, 
<but  of  the  whole  village ;  and  Katherine  shines 
lis  all  down  with  her  sweetness  and  her  beauty ; 
but  yesterday  we  had  a  sort  of  quarrel.  I  found 
John's  picture  under  her  pillow. 

"She  actually  loves  that  man  yet!  and  I  see 
now  clearly  enough  I  never  did.  I  wish  he  woidd 
go  to  the  other  end  of  the  world,  for  Katherine 
Avill  only  look  one  way,  and  sing  one  song,  Avhile 
lie  goes  prancing  up  and  down.  Women  are  so 
foolish ! 

' '  I  proposed  to  send  her.  to  New  York  for  a 
while  ;  but  no,  she  wouldn't  go.  She  just  fell  kiss- 
ing little  Gatty,  rocking  him  on  her  bosom,  and 
singing  that  tender  bit  of  song,  that  I  know  she 
has  learned  of  him — you  know  who  1  mean.  Wo- 
men are  so  foolish !  Advise  me  what  to  say  or  do. " 

Six  months  later : 

"Don't  trouble  yourself  now  about  advising 
me  in  the  matter  I  wrote  you  of — but  to  come 
to  the  point.  I  have  great  news.  Our  boy  ran 
away  the  other  day  and  got  lost !  He  was  last 
seen  about  an  old  well  that  is  left  with  mouth 
uncovered,  on  the  common.  Of  course  his  mo- 
ther was  frantic,  and  we  all  feared,  indeed,  tliat 
he  was  lying  at  the  bottom,  the  sunshine  all  out 
of  his  pretty  curls.  The  sympathy  of  all  the 
town  was  enlisted ;  the  hands  at  the  furnace  left 
their  work,  and  came  running  with  ladders  and 
ropes.  The  scene  was  frightful  in  itself,  so  many 
eager  men  pushing  and  crowding,  so  many  con- 
tradictory expedients  suggested.  Nobody  was 
bold  enough  to  go  down  at  once,  for  the  well 
was  reported  to  be  filled  with  damps,  and  it  was 
certain  that  a  man  had  been  suffocated  in  it  not 
long  before.  A  light  was  at  last  lowered,  but 
half-way  down  went  out ;  then  another,  and  that 
went  out  too.  The  mother  was  there  with  the 
rest ;  she  could  not  be  kept  away  ;  but  she  nei- 
ther spoke  nor  shed  a  tear — we  all  wished  she 
might — the  look  of  deadness  that  was  in  her  face 
when  I  first  beheld  her  came  all  back  again. 
All  at  once  there  was  a  new  sensation  in  the 
crowd.  Who  would  have  thought  there  could 
have  been  at  such  a  time  ?  It  was  John  Gatsimer, 
who  was  pushing  the  men  one  way  and  the  other, 
and  opening  a  road  right  between  them.  He 
did  not  seem  to  see  Katherine ;  did  not  seem  to 
see  any  body ;  but  got  straight  to  the  mouth  of 
the  well,  dashed  off  coat  and  vest,  put  his  white 
hands  on  the  rough  stones  either  side  of  the  well, 
and  swung  himself  down,  lower,  lower ;  and  now 
his  shoulders  are  sinking,  and  now  his  head. 
*  Stand  back  !  stand  back !  let  him  have  what 
air  he  can !  Wait,  man !  wait !  fasten  this  rope 
to  your  waist,  for  God's  sake!'  were  the  cries 
that  went  after  him. 

"We  heard  the  dull  thud  of  the  knotted  rope 
they  lowered  after  him  against  the  dripping 
stones,  but  no  word  came  back  from  John.  He 
had  no  ladder  but  the  stones  with  which  the  well 
was  walled  round,  and  these  were  slimy  and 


moss-covered,  so  that  he  must  needs  dig  rests 
for  hands  and  feet  as  he  went ;  but  though  the 
progress  was  slow,  he  went  on,  and  down. 

"Fifty  feet  deep,  the  well  was  said  to  be; 
but  how  much  water  was  at  the  bottom,  no  man 
knew — it  would  not  take  much  to  drown  a  three- 
years-did  child.  We  all  knew  that.  Half-way, 
or  a  little  more,  the  stones  bad  caved  in  on  one 
side  of  the  well,  and  a  vigorous  locust  root  had 
pushed  out  a  strong  young  shoot,  whose  cluster 
of  thick  branches  and  cloudy  leaves  filled  up  all 
the  space ;  below  that  the  descent  must  needs 
be  more  perilous,  because  of  the  darkness. 

"John  rested  for  a  moment  on  this  branch, 
and  then  the  one  person  permitted  to  look  down 
I  reported  that  he  was  stooping  over,  almost  dou- 
ble, and  feeling  down  among  the  mass  of  dark 
leaves,  and  \veeds,  and  sticks,  and  wliatever  had 
accumulated  in  this  dull  lodging-place. 

"  Every  A  oice  was  hushed  now,  every  breath — 
waiting,  waiting.  Then  came  a  noise,  rather 
than  a  voice,  so  hollow  and  smothered  was  it. 
'He  is  here,  lodged  in  the  thorn-bushes!'  A 
little  low  wail,  that  hardly  came  out  of  the  mo- 
ther's heart — so  low  that  it  could  not  have  been 
heard,  but  for  the  utter  silence — moaned  and 
died ;  the  crowd  swayed  back  involuntarily,  and 
left  her  close  to  the  well's  mouth  almost  alone. 
And  now  the  didl  digging  along  the  stones  was 
heard  once  more.  John  was  coming  back  alive, 
at  any  rate. 

"  '  He's  got  him !'  cries  the  man,  looking  over 
— 'steady,  man,  steady — carefid  there!'  And 
now  the  head,  hair  clogged  with  clay-specks  and 
stringy  with  damp,  is  rising  higher  and  higher, 
and  now  one  white  hand  clutches  the  hand  of 
the  nearest  man  ;  up  heaves  the  strong  shoulder, 
and  dangling,  white  and  limp  as  a  rag,  on  one 
side,  all  out  of  the  bedraggled  frock,  are  the  two 
sturdy  legs ;  and  on  the  other  side,  hugged  so 
close  and  so  tenderly,  droops  the  pale  baby  face. 

"Felix,  my  Felix,  was  right  there,  where  he 
should  have  been ;  but  when  he  would  have  tak- 
en the  child,  John  says,  'No,  not  yet.'  Then 
he  took  him  from  his  shoulder — he  w\as  on  firm 
ground  now — straightened  the  bedraggled  petti- 
coats about  the  cold  feet — combed  with  his  fin- 
gers the  dark  leaves  away  from  the  curls,  out  of 
which  all  the  sunshine  was  drowned — held  him 
to  his  bosom  a  moment — kissed  the  shut  mouth 
before  us  all ;  and  then,  as  a  baptism  of  tears  fell 
over  the  still  face,  laid  him  on  the  heart  of  his 
mother. 

"  '  He  is  not  dead  !'  cries  my  Felix,  who  had 
been  suffered  to  touch  the  child  by  this  time — 
and  then  a  great  cry  of  joy  went  up — and  all, 
even  the  roughest  man,  crowded  about  John, 
and  none  could  clap  him  and  praise  him  enough. 

' '  For  my  part,  I  never  saw  him  look  half  so 
handsome  as  he  did  then,  in  his  muddy  shirt- 
sleeves, and  with  hair  tumbled  and  scented  witli 
the  mildew. 

"Our  little  Gatty,  thanks  to  my  Felix,  was 
brought  back  to  life,  and  is  now  as  well  as  ever, 
for  all  this  happened  a  week  ago. 

"John  Gatsimer  has  been  with  us  every  day ; 
comes  and  goes  in  open  daylight,  and  before  all 
men ;  and  though  he  did  not  follow  my  advice 
at  the  time,  and  throw  that  engagement  ring  up 
to  Katherine's  window,  she  will  get  it  yet ! — mark 
my  words — and  very  soon,  or  my  name  is  not 
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THE  CHURCH  OF  JERUSALEM. 

IN  the  first  century  of  the  Christian  era  the 
civilized  world  rested  in  unexampled  peace. 
It  was  the  most  tranquil  period  Europe  has  ever 
known.  No  general  war  disturbed  the  pros- 
perity of  Gaul,  Italy,  or  the  East;  no  wide- 
spread revolution  carried  carnage  and  desola- 
tion to  the  populous  provinces  of  imperial 
Kome.^  It  was  a  golden,  autumnal  season  of 
classic  civilization,  when  the  ripened  fruits  of 
long  years  of  material  and  mental  progress  were 
showered  upon  mankind,  and  when  the  internal 
decay  of  the  mighty  empire  was  hidden  in  its 
exterior  and  splendid  tranquillity.  Compared 
with  the  later  centuries  the  first  was  singularly 
frugal  of  human  life.  In  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury all  Europe  was  torn  by  fierce  religious  wars, 
and  men  died  by  myriads  to  gratify  the  fanat- 
ical malice  of  kings  and  priests.  In  the  eight- 
eenth the  obstinate  vanity  of  a  Louis,  a  Fred- 
erick, or  a  George  III.,  covered  land  and  sea 
with  slaughter.  In  the  dawn  of  the  nineteenth 
millions  of  the  human  race  perished  by  the  iron 
will  of  Napoleon  ;  and  the  young  generation  of 
Europe  and  America  have  seldom  known  any 
long  repose  from  the  dreadful  duties  of  the 
camp.  But  in  the  first  century  no  battle  of 
civilized  men  occurred  equal  in  importance  to 
Sadowa ;  no  siege,  except  that  of  Jerusalem,  as 
destructive  as  that  of  Sebastopol.  Under  its 
imperial  masters,  whether  madmen,  philoso- 
phers, or  monsters,  the  Roman  world  almost 
forgot  the  art  of  warfare,  and,  weighed  down  by 
a  general  tyranny,  gave  itself  languidly  to  the 
pursuits  of  peace. 

A  magnificent  form  of  civilization  at  once 
grew  up.  Men  every  where  clustered  together 
in  cities,  and  surrounded  themselves  with  the 
countless  appliances  of  a  luxurious  life.  The 
theatre  and  amphitheatre,  the  aqueduct  and 
bath,  the  graceful  temples  of  yellow  marble,  the 
groves  and  gardens,  the  triumphal  arches,  the 
forums  filled  with  statues  and  lined  with  colon- 
nades, were  repeated  in  all  those  centres  of  art- 
istic taste  that  sprung  up,  under  the  fostering 
care  of  successive  emperors,  from  the  Caisarea 
of  Palestine  to  the  distant  wilds  of  Britain  or 
Gaul.  The  Roman  empire  embraced  within  its 
limits  a  chain  of  cities  fairer  than  the  proudest 
capitals  of  modern  Europe — a  throng  of  munic- 
ipalities destined  to  become  the  future  centres 
of  Christian  thought.  At  the  mouth  of  the 
venerable  Nile  stood  Alexandria.  Its  popula- 
tion was  nearly  a  million.  It  controlled  the 
commerce  of  the  world,  and  its  vast  fleets  often 
covered  the  Mediterranean.  It  was  the  Paris 
of  the  East — gay,  splendid,  intellectual ;  its  uni- 
versity and  its  library,  its  philosophers  and 
critics,  filled  the  age  with  active  speculation. 


1  Under  AiTgustiis  aud  Tiberius  Italy  was  at  peace, 
and  their  successors  were  satisfied  with  distant  con- 
quests. The  Vitellian  wars  filled  Rome  and  Italy  with 
massacres,  but  were  soon  terminated  by  Vespasian. 
Tacitus,  Hist.,  iii.  T2,  laments  the  Capitol.  From  the 
Jewish  war  we  must  abate  much  of  the  exaggeration. 


Antioch,  on  the  Syrian  shore,  still  retained  its 
prosperity  and  its  luxurious  charms.  In  the 
midst  of  its  apocalyptic  sisters,  Ephesus  glit- 
tered with  artistic  decorations,  and  maintained 
in  all  their  magnificence  the  Temple  and  the 
ritual  of  Diana.  Greece  boasted  the  corrupt 
elegance  of  Corinth,  the  higher  taste  of  un- 
comparable  Athens.  Ear  to  the  west  Carthage 
had  risen  from  its  ruins  to  new  importance. 
Spain  was  adorned  with  the  temples  and  the 
aqueducts  of  Saragossa^  and  Cordova ;  the 
banks  of  the  Rhine  and  the  wilds  of  Gaul  were 
sown  with  magnificent  cities ;  and  the  camps  of 
Britain  swiftly  grew  into  populous  capitals  and 
peaceful  homes.  In  the  midst  of  the  series  of 
provincial  towns  stood  conquering  Rome,  the 
mistress  of  them  all,  slowly  gathering  within 
her  bosom  the  wealth,  the  luxury,  the  corrup- 
tion of  the  world. 

But  of  all  the  imperial  cities  the  most  wonder- 
ful was  still  J erusalem.  ^  In  a  mysterious  antiq- 
uity none  of  them  could  rival  her.  The  towers 
of  Salem  had  been  contemporary  with  that  of 
Belus  or  Semiramis,  of  the  glory  of  Thebes  and 
the  youth  of  Memnon.  Jerusalem  had  seen 
the  splendors  of  her  conquerors  of  Babylon  and 
Egypt  sink  into  decay.  A  thousand  years  had 
passed  since  David  founded  the  city  of  Mount 
Zion,  and  still,  in  the  first  century,  with  a  sin- 
gular vitality,  the  holy  site  was  covered  with 
magnificent  buildings,  and  a  new  Temple  had 
risen  on  Mount  Moriah,  to  surpass  the  glory  of 
that  of  Solomon.  "When  the  seven  hills  of 
Rome  had  been  a  desolate  waste,  and  the  Acrop- 
olis the  retreat  of  shepherds — when  all  Europe 
was  a  wilderness,  and  savage  hunters  roamed 
over  the  site  of  its  fairest  cities,  Jerusalem  had 
shone  over  the  East  a  beacon  of  light,  and  had 
observed  and,  perhaps,  guided  the  progress  of 
Italy  and  Greece.  She  had  been  often  con- 
quered, but  never  subdued.  More  than  once 
leveled  to  the  ground,  she  had  risen  from  her 
ashes.^  For  a  thousand  years  the  priests  had 
chanted  the  Psalms  of  David  from  Mount  Mo- 
riah, unless  in  captivity  or  exile,  and  still  the 
Jerusalem  of  Herod  and  Nero  was,  in  her  mag- 
nificent ritual  and  her  sacred  pomp,  the  rival 
and  the  peer  of  Athens  and  Rome. 

In  the  minds  of  her  contemporaries*  the 
Jewish  capital  seems  to  have  excited  an  intense 
dislike.  The  Jews  were  noted  for  their  bigotry 
and  their  national  j^ride.^  Even  in  their  cap- 
tivity they  despised  their  conquerors ;  they 
turned  with  contempt  from  the  polished  Greeks 
and  Romans,  and  refused  to  mingle  with  them 

1  Caesar  Augusta. 

2  Tacitus,  Hist.,  v.  8.  Hierosolyma  genti  caput.  Illic 
immensse  opuleutite  templnm.  He  sketches  imper- 
fectly the  history  of  the  famous  city.  Dum  Assyrios 
penes  Medosque  et  Persas  Oriens  luit  despectissima 
pars  servientium.   See  Josephus,  Ant.,  vii.  3,  2. 

3  Josephus,  Ant.,  x.  10  ;  xii.  5,  3.  Under  Antiochus 
the  finest  buildings  were  burned,  the  Temple  pillaged. 
'  ^  Tacitus,  Hist.,  v.  5,  recalls  this  feeling.  Adversus 
omnes  alios  hostile  odium. 

^  Cicero,  Pro  L.  Flacco,  28.   Quod  in  tam  suspiciosa 
ac  maledica  civitate,  etc.  He  speaks  of  their  barbarous 
I  superstition,  and  argues  like  an  advocate. 
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as  equals  or  as  friends.  To  the  austere  Phari- 
see a  Cicero  or  an  Atticus  was  a  pariah  and  an 
outcast,  and  the  chosen  people,  as  far  as  possi- 
ble, shrank  from  the  unholy  society  of  the  gen- 
tile. But  this  exclusiveness  seemed  to  their 
cultivated  contemporaries  barbarous  and  rude ; 
they  repaid  it  by  a  shower  of  ridicule  and  sar- 
casm. The  Roman  writers,  from  Cicero  to 
Tacitus,  paint  the  Jews  as  the  degraded  vic- 
tims of  a  cruel  superstition.  The  Roman  sat- 
irist accused  them  of  worshiping  the  empty  air 
or  the  passing  cloud  ;^  the  people  of  Rome,  of 
adoring  the  vilest  animals  ;^  and  no  author  of 
that  intellectual  age '  had  discovered  that  the 
lyrics  of  the  Jewish  king  were  more  sublime 
than  those  of  Pindar ;  that  the  conflicts  and 
the  trials  of  a  human  soul  were  nobler  themes 
than  the  Olympic  sports  or  the  triumphs  of 
Hiero.  No  Roman  writer  had  studied  with  care 
the  Jewish  Scriptures,  or  had  contrasted  the 
sibylline  oracles  with  the  prophecies  of  Isaiah. 

Yet  even  to  the  Greeks  and  Romans  a  mys- 
terious awe  invested  the  holy  city.  They  heard 
with  wonder  of  that  inner  shrine  where  no  im- 
age of  a  deity  was  seen,  but  within  which  no 
profane  eye  was  allowed  to  gaze  ;  of  the  golden 
candlestick,  the  priceless  veil ;  of  the  pompous 
worship  of  an  invisible  God.^  They  knew  that 
to  the  austere  Jew  the  fairest  statues  of  Phidias, 
the  most  glorious  representations  of  Jupiter  and 
Apollo,  were  only  an  abomination.  They  had 
learned  that  the  despised  Israelites  Avere  look- 
ing forward  to  the  advent  of  a  prophetic  Messiah 
whose  reign  should  be  universal,  and  who  should 
subject  all  nations  to  his  sway ;  and  emperors  and 
kings  had  been  startled  and  roused  to  cruelty  by 
their  unflinching  faith.  But  no  heathen  writer 
could  have  supposed  that  the  promised  Messiah 
was  to  be  a  God  of  boundless  love  that  from 
the  heart  of  the  abject  and  hated  race  was  to 
come  forth  a  generous  sympathy  for  the  suffer- 
ing and  the  sad  of  every  land ;  that  from  mys- 
terious Jerusalem  was  to  descend  upon  the 
world  a  faith  that  taught  the  common  brother- 
hood jof  man,  a  charity  as  limitless  as  its  celes- 
tial source. 

This  remarkable  mental  revolution  took  place 
Avithin  the  first  century.  In  a  brief  period  Je- 
rusalem Avas  transformed  from  a  centre  of  bigot- 
ry and  intolerance  to  become  the  joy  and  hope 
of  nations.  The  church  of  Christ  arose.  Scarce- 
ly thirty-five  years  elapsed  from  the  death  of 
the  Divine  Teacher  until  the  final  ruin  of  the 
holy  city ;  yet  in  those  fev/  years  grew  up  a 
society  of  inspired  missionaries,  equal  in  power, 
in  gifts  and  grace,  who  carried  the  tidings  of 
hope  and  faith  to  the  distant  capitals  of  hea- 
thendom. The  church  of  Jerusalem,  the  church 
of  Christianity,  was  fgrmed  upon  the  simplest 

1  Juvenal,  Sat.,  xiv.  100  et  seq.  Nil  prjeter  uubes  et 
Cffili  numen  adorant. 

2  Tertulliau,  ApoL,  cxvi.  Petronius  et  porcmnm 
numen  adore t.  3  Tacitus,  Hist,  v.  9. 

*  Unless  we  trace  the  prophecy  of  Virgil  to  a  Jewish 
source.  The  harsher  traits  of  Judaism  were  well 
known  to  the  Romans.  See  Martial,  v.  29;  xi.  95. 
Persius,  Sat.,  v,  180.   Ovid,  De  Arte  Am.,  L  T6,  41G. 


and  most  natural  plan.  Its  affairs  w'ere  dis- 
cussed and  determined  in  a  general  assembly 
of  all  the  faithful.  It  knew  no  earthly  master, 
acknowledged  no  temporal  head.  The  apostles 
themselves,  full  of  humility  and  love,  yielded 
to  each  other's  opinions,  and  consented  to  be 
bound  by  the  decisions  of  their  own  body  or  of 
the  united  church.^  Peter,  whose  vigorous 
faith  formed  for  a  time  the  chief  support  of  his 
companions,  was  sometimes  governed  by  the 
Hebraic  impulses  of  the  austere  James,  and 
Avas  afterAvard  softened  by  the  generous  remon- 
strances of  Paul.  James  himself,  the  brother 
of  the  Lord,^  at  the  apostolic  council  urged 
compromise  and  peace.  The  apostles  laid  no 
claim  to  infallibility ;  they  trembled  lest  they 
themselves  might  become  castaAvays.  The 
church  was  a  true  republic,  in  Avhich,  in  his  un- 
affected humility,  no  man  sought  authority  over 
another,  and  Avhere  all  Avere  equal  in  a  common 
faith,  an  overpoAvering  love.  Its  ritual  Avas  the 
natural  impulse  of  a  belicA'ing  heart.  The 
Christians  met  in  private  rooms  or  on  the  flat 
tops  of  houses,  and  joined  at  regular  intervals  in 
prayer  and  praise.  The  sermon  of  the  presby- 
ter and  the  apostle  Avas  usually  unpremeditated, 
and  pointed  to  the  sacrifice  of  Calvary.  No 
painted  robes,  no  gorgeous  rites,  no  pagan  cens- 
ers or  chanting  priests,  disturbed  the  season  of 
divine  communion.  The  commemoration  of 
the  last  sad  supper  Avas  performed  by  carrying 
tlie  bread  and  Avine  from  house  to  house ;  and 
Avhen  the  inspired  missionaries  set  out,  full  of 
joy  and  faith,  to  bear  their  good  tidings  to 
splendid  Antioch  or  gilded  Ephesus,  their  dress 
Avas  as  plain  as  their  Master's,  their  poverty  as 
conspicuous  as  his.  From  Jerusalem,  Avliich 
had  till  now  heaped  only  anathemas  upon  the 
gentiles,  the  early  church  descended,  the  teach- 
er of  self-denial,  bencA'olence,  and  hope  to  man. 

The  holy  city  of  the  first  century  Avas  not 
that  scarred  and  stricken  Avaste  that  noAV  meets 
the  traA'cler's  eye.^  It  Avas  gay  Avith  palaces 
of  marble  and  streets  of  costly  houses  ;  with  the 
homes  of  the  Avealthy  Sadducees,  Avho  had  Avon 
their  fortunes  in  trading  Avith  Eastern  lands, 
and  of  that  priestly  aristocracy  Avho  had  en- 
grossed the  high  offices  of  the  JcAvish  church. 
Above  the  deep  ravines  of  Jehoshaphat  and  Hin- 
nom  the  hill  of  Zion  rose  to  the  southward,* 
covered  Avith  fine  buildings  and  the  palaces  of 
its  Idumaian  kings.  On  the  west  and  north  the 
loAver  A  era  Avas  perhaps  the  home  of  the  labor- 
ing class.  Farther  northAvard,  the  ncAv  suburb 
of  Bezetha,  Avhich  had  groAvn  up  under  the  suc- 
cessors of  Herod  the  Great,  AA'as  no  doubt  filled 


1  Clem,  Roman.,  about  9T,  disapproves  of  the  peo- 
ple removing  blameless  presbyters.  1  Ep.  to  Coriuth- 
ians,  c.  44. 

2  James  is  called  "the  brother  of  the  Lord"  in  the 
Scriptures ;  tradition  has  sought  to  make  him  a  cousin. 
See  article  "Brothers"  in  M'Clintock  and  Strong's 
Biblical  Cycloptedia. 

3  Robinson,  Biblical  Researches,  i.  3S0  et  seq.  Tob- 
ler,  Topographic  von  Jerusalem. 

*  Derenbourg,  Essai  sur  I'Histoirc  et  la  Geographic 
1  de  la  Palestine,  i.  154. 
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with  the  warehouses  and  the  rich  dwellings  of 
the  Jewish  merchants.  On  the  eastern  preci- 
pice, that  overhung  the  vale  of  Jehoshaphat  and 
the  brook  of  Kedron,  stood  that  magnificent 
Temple  which,  to  the  impassioned  Jew,  seemed 
to  surpass  in  splendor  as  in  holiness  every  oth- 
er earthly  shrine.  A  tall  and  shapely  build- 
ing of  pure  white  marble,  seated  on  the  high 
top  of  Mount  Moriah,^  was  the  central  fane 
where  the  Almighty  was  believed  to  dwell.  It 
was  seamed  with  golden  plates,  and  covered  by 
a  roof  of  gilded  spikes,  lest  the  birds  of  the  air 
might  rest  upon  it.  To  the  pilgrim  aftir  off,  on 
the  north  or  east,  it  glittered  in  the  bright  sun- 
light of  Judaea  with  an  effulgence  tliat  seemed 
divine.  Within  Avere  two  chambers.  One  w^as 
that  Holy  of  Holies  into  which  no  profane  eye 
was  allowed  to  gaze.  It  was  wreathed  in  rare 
workmanship  of  the  purest  gold  ;  and  before  its 
golden  doors  hung  a  veil,  priceless  in  value, 
woven  with  the  rarest  skill  of  Jewish  and  Baby- 
lonian maids.  ^  The  outer  chamber  contained 
the  golden  candlestick  whose  seven  lamps  were 
the  seven  planets ;  the  twelve  loaves  that  mark- 
ed the  passing  year;  the  fragrant  spices  that 
declared  the  universal  rule  of  God.  Here,  too, 
the  walls  and  roof  Avere  covered  with  golden 
vines,  and  huge  bunches  of  golden  grapes  hung 
on  every  side.  The  Jewish  taste  for  costly  orna- 
ments lavished  itself  on  the  Holy  House. ^  Its 
doors  were  of  pure  gold;  its  whole  front  was 
covered  by  immense  plates  of  gold  ;  at  the  en- 
trance hung  a  second  veil  of  Babylonian  work- 
manship, embroidered  with  mystical  devices  in 
scarlet,  purple,  or  blue. 

Such  was  the  Holy  House,  the  earthly  rest- 
ing-place of  Him  who  had  thundered  from  Sinai 
or  spoken  by  the  prophets.  The  approach  to 
it  was  through  a  succession  of  magnificent  ter- 
races.* Around  the  sacred  precinct,  at  the 
foot  of  the  hill,  ran  a  wall  of  immense  stones, 
wrought  into  each  other,  and  embracing  a  cir- 
cuit of  several  thousand  feet.  The  inner  side 
of  the  wall  was  a  portico  supported  on  huge 
pillars  of  marble,  beneath  whose  shelter  the 
sellers  of  doves  and  the  money-changers  held  a 
busy  traffic.  The  whole  area  Avas  called  the 
Court  of  the  Gentiles,  and  Avas  the  common  re- 
sort of  the  Greek,  the  Roman,  and  the  Jcav. 
But  Avithin  it,  at  the  base  of  an  ascending  tei- 
race,  Avas  draAvn  a  graceful  balustrade  of  stone- 
Avork,  upon  Avhose  pillars  was  inscribed  a  Avarn- 
ing  that  none  but  the  pure  Jcav  could  pass, 
under  pain  of  death.  No  Greek  nor  Roman 
might  enter  its  exclusive  barrier.  Above  it,  a 
flight  of  steps  led  to  a  second  court  or  square, 
surrounded  by  a  magnificent  Avail.  It  Avas  the 
outer  sanctuary,  and  Avithin  Avas  provided  a 
separate  place  for  Avomen.    Still  higher  rose  a 


'  Mischca,  iii.  p.  o34.  Mods  reclis  erat  qttadratus. 
De  Meiisirris  Templi.  2  jcl.^  \\\^  p_  3(50. 

3  The  Mischua  is  filled  with  details  of  golden  orna- 
ments and  costly  Avood,  iii.  p.  362. 

*  It  is  Impossible  to  reconcile  the  different  accounts 
of  the  Temple  in  Josephns  and  the  Mischua  ;  I  have 
therefore  given  a  brief  outline. 


third  court,  Avith  gates  of  gold  and  stones  of 
costly  Avorkmanship,  containing  the  altar  from 
Avhich  the  perpetual  smoke  curled  up  to  heaA'- 
en,  and  the  Holy  House  Avith  the  candlestick, 
and  the  Holy  of  Holies. 

To  the  north  of  the  Temple,  and  joined  to  it 
by  a  bridge  or  stairs,  stood  that  Avell-knoAvn 
toAver  upon  Avhich  no  Jcav  could  look  Avithout 
a  silent  curse  upon  the  gentile.  The  castle  of 
Antonia  Avas  at  once  a  palace,  a  prison,  a  for- 
tress. Within  its  massive  Avails,  that  seem  to 
have  covered  a  Avide  surface,  Avere  inclosed  a 
series  of  magnificent  rooms,  courts,  barracks 
for  soldiers,  and  perhaps  dungeons  for  the  re- 
fractory Jew.^  Here  St.  Paul  found  shelter 
from  the  angry  throngs  of  the  Temple,  and,  by 
the  care  of  the  Roman  captain,  escaped  the  fate 
of  Stephen.  The  tOAver  Avas  ahvays  guarded 
by  a  Roman  garrison  ;  its  turrets  overlooked 
the  excited  host  of  Avorshipers  in  the  courts  of 
the  Temple  beloAv,  and  the  glitter  of  foreign 
spears  upon  its  impregnable  Avails  reminded 
every  Jcav  that  the  kingdom  of  David  and  Solo- 
mon Avas  no  more.  The  hill  of  Zion  Avas  pro- 
faned by  a  heathen  master ;  the  God  of  Jacob 
seemed  abased  before  the  idols  of  the  gentiles. 

Deep  doAvn  beloAv  the  eastern  side  of  the 
Temple  Avails,  the  chasm  or  ravine  of  Jehosha- 
phat, a  rift  apparently  cloven  by  some  fierce 
convulsion,  sejjarated  the  hill  of  Moriah  from 
the  Mount  of  Olives.*  The  head  grcAV  dizzy 
in  looking  doAvn  from  the  Temple  AA-alls  into  the 
bed  of  the  Kedron,  Yet  the  Mount  of  OHa'cs 
Avas  only  a  fcAv  hundred  feet  distant  from  the 
sacred  precinct;  its  sides  AA'ere  carefully  culti- 
vated, and  belonged  perhaps  to  the  Avealthy 
priests  f  from  its  top  could  be  seen  the  city  ly- 
ing extended  beloAV  ;  and  far  to  the  east  might 
be  traced  the  glittering  line  of  the  Dead  Sea.* 
Along  the  side  of  the  mountain  spread  the  olive 
groves  of  the  garden  of  Gethsemane.  Its  peace- 
ful Avalks  Averc  no  doubt  a  favored  retreat  for 
the  contemplative,  the  silent,  and  the  sad. 

Peace  and  prosperity  seemed  once  more 
Avithin  the  Avails  of  Zion.  Its  people,  always 
industrious  and  frugal,  Avere  advancing  in 
Avealtli  and  ease.  Jerusalem  Avas  a  hierarchic- 
al city,  and  resembled,  upon  an  extensive  scale, 
an  English  cathedral  tOAvn.^  Its  topics  of  con- 
versation, its  subjects  of  interest,  Avere  all  relig- 
ious. At  the  front  of  its  society  stood  a  few 
priestly  families,  possessed  of  great  Avealth  and 
influence,  Avho  engrossed  the  chief  offices  of 
the  church.  Ananias,  Caiaphas,  and  Eleazer 
Avere  the  leaders  of  a  narroAv  aristocracy  distin- 
guished for  its  bigotry  and  pride,  its  luxury  and 
pomp.  The  splendor  of  their  dress  and  their 
Avasteful  extraA-agance  are  noticed  Avith  severity 

1  Josephns,  De  Bell.  Jud.,  v.  5,  8, 

2  Robinson,  Bib.  Ecsearchcs,  i.  326. 

3  Derenbonrg,  i.  46T.  See  Tobler's  Topographic  von 
Jerusalem,  Avho  quotes  vol.  2,  p.  987,  La  Citez  de  Je- 
rusalem, a  description  Avritten  in  1187. 

*  Robinson,  i.  349.  "The  Avaters  of  the  Dead  Sea 
lay  bright  and  sparkling  in  the  sunbeams." 

"5  Derenbonrg,  Avith  the  aid  of  the  Talmud,  has  giv- 
en ueAV  light  upon  the  condition  of  Jerusalem,  1.  140. 
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in  the  Talmuds.  Of  Ismael  ben  Phabi  it  is 
related  that  he  -wore  but  once  a  magnificent 
robe  worked  for  him  by  his  mother,  and  then 
gave  it  to  an  attendant.  Eleazer  had  one  so 
splendid  and  so  transparent  that  his  colleagues 
refused  to  allow  him  to  use  it.^  The  priests 
feasted  together  at  costly  banquets,  and  lavished 
their  wealth  in  pompous  ceremonials  and  use- 
less display.  A  congregation  of  priests  and 
doctors  of  the  law  governed  the  city.^  It  was 
called  the  Sanhedrim,  or  the  Seventy,  and  its 
bitter  intolerance  and  cruelty  were  felt  by  all 
the  apostles.  It  was  a  high-priest  who  or- 
dered Paul  to  be  smitten  in  the  face  ;  it  was 
to  the  corrupt  and  fallen  churchman  that  tlie 
apostle  cried  out :  "  Thou  whited  sepulchre." 

The  city  was  thronged  with  a  busy  and  pros- 
perous population.  Every  Jew  was  taught  in 
his  youth  some  useful  trade  ;  the  perpetuity  of 
the  race  is  due  in  great  part  to  its  habits  of  in- 
dustry and  frugality.  Amidst  the  throngs  that 
filled  the  shops  and  warehouses  and  the  quiet 
homes  of  Jerusalem  were  seen  the  wealthy  Sad- 
ducee,  to  whom  the  present  life  seemed  the  end 
of  all ;  the  austere  and  formal  Pharisee,  who 
practiced  the  minute  requirements  of  the  law  ; 
the  Jew  from  Alexandria  or  C£esarea,  softened 
by  the  contact  of  Greek  philosophy ;  the  wild 
Idumtean,  and  the  fanatical  zealot.  When  the 
great  paschal  feast  called  the  faithful  to  the 
Temple,  its  wide  area  was  filled  with  the  united 
descendants  of  Benjamin  and  Judah,  and  a 
fierce  religious  excitement  ruled  in  the  sacred 
city  that  the  Roman  garrison  itself  could  scarce- 
ly restrain.  It  was  often  a  period  of  tumult 
and  disorder.  Strong  patriotic  impulses  stirred 
the  fanatical  throng.  The  children  of  Israel, 
gathered  in  their  holy  seat,  saw  before  them 
the  habitation  of  the  Most  High,  and  in  His 
strength  fancied  themselves  invincible. 

To  the  eye  of  History  twelve  sad  yet  hope- 
ful men,  charged  with  a  heavy  task,  stand  out 
distinctly  amidst  the  busy  throngs  of  Jerusa- 
lem. The  bold  and  ardent  Peter,  the.  fond 
and  tender  John,  the  fiiithful  James,  led  back 
their  companions  to  the  beautiful  city.^  They 
wandered  together  through  its  crowded  streets  ; 
they  preached  in  friendly  houses  ;  they  met 
often  in  the  Temple  to  pray.  They  were  Jews, 
and  they  had  resolved  that  Jerusalem  should 
be  the  centre  of  that  wide  religious  reform 
which  they  felt  was  to  flow  from  their  teach- 
ing. It  was  in  the  city  of  David  rather  than  of 
Romulus  that  the  Christian  church  was  to  find 
its  model  and  its  source.*  In  some  plain  house 
belonging  to  the  mother  of  John  lived  the 
Holy  Virgin,  cherished,  tradition  relates,  by  him 
who  had  been  the  best  beloved  of  her  Divine 
Son  and  by  her  whose  bounty  had  often  fed  and 
clothed  the  houseless  Saviour.    Her  children 


1  Derenbourg,  i.  232.  2 'id.,  i.  141. 

3  Acts,  i.  12.   Jseaiider,  Kirchengeschichte,  i.  329, 
describes  the  uivisible  church  of  Paul  and  James. 
The  first  epistle  of  Clement,  Eom.  may  be  looked  at 
as  showing  the  sentiment  of  his  age. 
4  Acts,  i.  4. 


seem  soon  to  have  gathered  around  her.  James, 
according  to  the  spurious  epistle  of  Ignatius,' 
which,  however,  may  retain  some  trace  of  leg- 
endary truth,  resembled  in  appearance  his  Lord 
and  brother.  In  character  he  was  so  eminent- 
ly pure  as  to  be  known  as  James  the  Just.  He 
lived  in  honorable  poverty.  He  wore  the  plain- 
est dress  and  fed  on  the  simplest  food.  His 
name  was  renowned  for  perfect  honesty  and 
truth.  He  was  a  Hebrew  of  the  strictest  sect, 
and  performed  with  rigid  care  every  require- 
ment of  the  Jewish  law.^  His  knees  grew 
callous  from  his  constant  attitude  of  prayer: 
his  heart  was  full  of  intense  love  for  the  de- 
parted Lord ;  his  life  was  spent  in  visiting  the 
widow  and  the  fatherless  and  in  keeping  him- 
self unspotted  from  the  world.  It  was  natural, 
therefore,  that  the  disciples  should  turn  with 
unaffected  reverence  to  the  representative  of 
the  family  of  their  Master,  and  James  assumed 
the  position  of  the  head  of  the  early  church. 
By  later  writers  he  is  called  bishop  ;  but  no 
title  and  no  authority  were  annexed  to  his  of- 
fice.^ He  was  rather  an  elder  or  adviser,  coun- 
seling the  faithful  in  moments  of  difficulty, 
guiding  the  deliberations  of  the  inspired  assem- 
blies, and  leading  on  his  followers  to  a  spotless 
life. 

Around  the  home  of  the  Virgin  were  prob- 
ably assembled  her  younger  children,  the  breth- 
ren and  sisters  of  the  Lord.  But  of  them  we 
hear  nothing  until  after  the  martyrdom  of 
James,  when  Simeon,  his  brother  or  his  cousin, 
becomes  his  successor.  Yet  it  is  pleasant  to 
fancy,  with  the  old  tradition,  that  Mary  staid 
long  in  the  house  of  the  gentle  John,  that  her 
last  years  were  cheered  by  his  constant  care, 
and  that  she  was  able  to  bear  witness  to  the 
world  that  all  the  marvels  told  of  her  Divine 
Son  were  surpassed  by  the  truth.  In  the  spu- 
rious Ignatian  epistles  a  letter  of  Mary  is  in- 
serted. It  is  a  reply  to  an  invitation  of  Igna- 
tius, the  martyr  bishop,  to  visit  him  at  Anti- 
och.*  Its  simplicity  and  its  purity  might  al- 
most affirm  its  authenticity ;  it  has  neither  the 
superstition  nor  the  grossness  of  the  papal  age. 
The  Virgin  gently  assures  the  good  bishop  that 
all  he  had  heard  of  Christ  was  true  ;  that  she 
would  gladly  visit  him  in  company  with  John ; 
and  exhorts  him  to  stand  fast  in  persecution.^ 
The  romance  of  the  correspondence  between 
Mary,  John,  Ignatius,  seems  to  carry  us  back 
into  some  humble  and  happy  home  at  Jerusa- 
lem, where,  amidst  the  harsh  strife  of  the  cor- 
rupt city,  a  boundless  purity,  a  limitless  love, 

1  To  St.  John.  See  Hefele,  Migne,  v,  G2C,  for  an 
account  of  Ignatius. 

2  Eusebins,  H.  E.,  ii.  23,  quoting  Hegesippns,  Aia 

5^xe~al  rrtv  iKKXecriav — 6  u3e\^or  rod  Kvplov  'la/coj/Sor. 

3  Eusebins,  ii.  1.   The  title  is  not  Scriptural. 

*  Migne,  Pat.  Grjec.  Migne's  uncritical  and  partial 
collection  should  be  read  with  caution,  v.  942,  943.  Le 
Nourry,  in  his  Prolegomena,  and  the  Romish  Avrit- 
ers,  reject  these  epistles,  partly  because  Mary  is  called 
the  mother  of  Jesus  a^d  not  of  God. 

5  Migne,  Pat.  Grjec,  v.  943.  She  is  made  to  say,  De 
Jesu  qute  a  Joanne  audisti  et  dedicisti,  verasuut.  She 
calls  herself  hurailis  ancilla  Christi  Jesu. 
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shed  over  its  modest  scene  the  peace  of  heav- 
en. 

A  frequent  visitor  at  the  house  of  John  and 
Mary  was  no  doubt  the  impetuous  but  true- 
hearted  Peter.  In  history  there  are  two  St. 
Peters.  One  is  the  ambitious,  the  unscrupu- 
lous, the  cruel  and  tyrannical  creation  of  the 
church  at  Rome.  Every  unhallowed  and  world- 
ly impulse  was  gradually  numbered  among  the 
attributes  of  the  great  apostle.  In  the  third 
century  his  Roman  defamers  began  to  invest 
him  with  an  ambitious  design  of  subjecting  all 
other  bishops.  In  the  fifth,  Leo  openly  de- 
manded for  him  a  universal  primacy  of  author- 
ity that  was  denied  both  at  Chalcedon  and 
Constantinople.  At  a  later  period  he  was 
made  a  temporal  prince,  ruling  over  the  Ro- 
man states  by  force  and  fraud.  In  the  eleventh 
century  the  haughty  Hildebrand,  in  the  hal- 
lowed name  of  Peter,  proclaimed  himself  the 
temporal  and  spiritual  master  of  the  world.  In 
the  thirteenth,  Innocent  III.,  to  enforce  the 
authority  of  Rome,  filled  Europe  with  blood- 
shed, and  exterminated  the  heretics  of  Pro- 
vence. St.  Peter  was  now  made  the  author  of 
the  Inquisition,  the  champion  of  the  Crusades, 
the  oppressor  of  the  humble,  a  universal  perse- 
cutor. Still  later,  he  was  represented  by  the 
horrible  vices  of  a  Borgia.  At  the  Reforma- 
tion he  was  held  up  to  mankind  as  the  foe  of 
rising  knowledge,  the  patron  of  a  dull  conserv- 
atism. He  was  supposed  to  have  inspired  the 
bitter  malevolence  of  the  Council  of  Trent,  and 
to  have  countenanced  every  crime  of  Charles 
V.  or  Philip  II.  In  the  nineteenth  .century, 
his  name  is  once  more  invoked  by  the  bishop 
of  Rome  in  exciting  a  new  assault  upon  human 
freedom.  Priests  and  pope,  in  their  final  coun- 
cil, present  once  more  to  mankind  their  tradi- 
tional St.  Peter — ambitious,  cruel,  tyrannical 
— and  declare  his  infallibility.^ 

Very  ditferent  was  the  true  St.  Peter  of  the 
Gospels  and  the  Acts.  He  was  ever  lament- 
ing his  own  fallibility.  In  a  moment  of  terror, 
at  the  thought  of  death,  he  had  denied  his 
Saviour.  On  him  the  eye  of  affection  had 
been  turned  reproachfully  ;  to  him  had  been 
spoken  the  words  of  indignation,  "Get  thee 
behind  me,  Satan."  His  fervent  love  had  won 
forgiveness  ;  he  was  the  rock  on  which  the 
church  was  built.  Again  he  had  denied  his 
Master  when  he  strove  to  enforce  the  Mosaic 
law  on  the  followers  of  Christ ;  again  he  yielded, 
conscience-smitten,  to  the  intercession  of  James 
and  the  fierce  denunciation  of  St.  Paul.  At 
the  sacred  supper  it  was  not  Peter  that  leaned 
on  the  bosom  of  the  Lord,  and  only  his  age  and 
his  rude  eloquence  gave  him  any  precedence 
among  the  disciples.  Often  the  first  to  act  or 
speak,  his  advice  was  not  always  followed.  To 
James  the  Just,  to  John  and  Peter,  the  Lord, 

1  Baronins,  Ann.  Ecc,  sees  nothing  but  Peter  in  tlie 
early  age,  i.  2S3.  Petrus  a  Chri^to  primatu  in  omnes 
est  auctus,  etc.  Quidnam  est,  quod  oculi  omnium 
convertuntnr  in  Petrum?  Within  a  brief  period  all 
eyes  were  turned  on  Paul. 


after  his  resurrection,  communicated  a  divine 
knowledge  ;^  and  Peter  seems  to  have  paid  a 
willing  deference  to  the  family  of  his  Master. 

His  true  greatness,  his  inspired  eminence 
above  mankind,  lay  in  the  humility  with  whicli 
he  subdued  his  own  impetuous  nature,  in  the 
lessons  of  gentleness  and  purity  which  he  so 
freely  inculcates  upon  his  disciples.  To  him 
the  worship  paid  to  a  modern  pope  must  have 
seemed  a  shocking  idolatry.  "I  am  but  a 
man,"  he  cried  to  the  Roman  convert  who 
would  have  adored  him.  He  could  scarcely 
have  presided  at  an  auto  da  fe',  for  his  language 
is  ever  merciful  and  forbearing.  For  himself 
he  disclaimed  all  superiority,  and  would  be 
only  an  elder  among  elders.^  Instead  of  the 
vicar  of  Christ,  the  lord  of  kings,  the  keeper 
of  the  sword  of  persecution,  he  would  have  all 
men  humble  themselves  to  one  another.  "  Love 
as  brethren,"  he  cried;  "be  pitiful,  be  court- 
eous, not  rendering  evil  for  evil."  "God  re- 
sisteth  the  pronfl,  and  giveth  grace  to  the  hum- 
ble."^ To  such  a  nature  the  vain  strife  of  con- 
tending bishops,  the  pretensions  of  priests  to 
spiritual  and  temporal  despotism,  the  unhal- 
lowed splendors  of  the  medieval  church,  the 
horrors  of  the  Inquisition  and  the  massacres  of 
the  religious  wars,  the  pride  of  a  Hildebrand, 
the  cruel  rage  of  an  Innocent  III.,  must  have 
seemed  the  orgies  of  evil  spirits  clad  in  a  sacred 
robe. 

With  St.  Peter  is  constantly  associated  the 
gentler  John.  Together  they  had  iTshed  upon 
the  Sea  of  Galilee,  had  left  their  nets  at  the 
call  of  the  Master,  and  followed  him  in  his  wan- 
derings through  Judrea.  Together  they  had  be- 
held the  crucifixion  ;  together  they  had  wept 
through  the  night  of  nights ;  they  had  run  to- 
gether in  the  morning  to  the  sepulchre.  But 
the  tender  love  of  the  faithful  John  had  urged 
him  on  swifter  than  Peter,  and  he  had  first 
seen  that  the  stone  was  rolled  away.  Togeth- 
er they  were  to  sufixir  imprisonment  and  perse- 
cution ;  preached  in  Samaria  ;  performed  mira- 
cles ;  and  were  at  last  parted  to  die  in  foreign 
lands  and  by  a  difi'erent  death.*  St.  John  rep- 
resents, if  possible,  a  higher  form  of  human  ex- 
cellence than  his  ardent  companion.  The  Sav- 
iour, we  are  told,  loved  him  above  all  other 
men.  In  his  boundless  affection  his  Master 
had  discovered  no  fiaw  ;  on  him  the  divine 
countenance  had  never  turned  reproachfully. 
St.  John's  life  and  writings  are  filled  with  that 
intense  sentiment  of  tenderness  and  compassion 
which  is  the  soul  of  Christianity,  and  which  was 
to  flow  in  a  full  tide  over  the  human  race.^ 


1  Eusebins,  H.  E.,  ii.  1.  So  in  the  fragments  of  Pa- 
pias,  Andrew  is  named  before  Peter,  iii.  39. 

2  1  Pet.,  V.  1. 

3  1  Pet.,  V.  5.  So  the  epistles  of  Clement  and  Poly- 
carp  reflect  the  humility  of  the  apostles. 

4  Ensebius,  H.  E. 

s  Neander,  Denkwiirdigkeiten,  Geschichte  des 
Christenthums,  etc.,  i.  399,  has  an  instructive  essay 
on  Christian  brotherhood.  The  Christians  formed  a 
united  family;  they  sent  aid  to  each  other  every 
where — bis  nach  den  eutfernsten  Gegenden. 
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His  youth,  was  apparently  passed  in  active 
labor.  He  was  a  fisherman,  like  his  father  ; 
but  he  had  inherited  some  property,  and  was 
possibly  able  to  obtain  a  better  education  than 
fell  to  the  lot  of  the  other  apostles.  His  writ- 
ings show  traces  of  an  acquaintance  with  Greek 
philosophy.  Of  the  other  members  of  the  sa- 
cred company  scarcely  any  thing  is  told.  Tra- 
dition has  vainly  striven  to  follow  them  in  their 
missionary  toils,  and  has  sent  them  forth  to 
found  churches  in  India  and  Ethiopia,  in  Brit- 
ain or  Gaul.  They  were  all  poor,  plain  men, 
yet  it  can  not  be  inferred  that  they  were 
wholly  uneducated.  Every  Jew  was  usually 
taught  to  read,  if  not  to  write  ;  and  the  apos- 
tles, from  their  youth,  had  been  familiar  with 
the  wonderful  lyrics  of  David  and  the  inspired 
precepts  of  the  law.  Their  minds  had  been  fed 
upon  the  solemn  liturgy  of  the  Temple ;  they 
had  heard  the  holy  lessons  chanted  by  the 
priests,  and  had  listened  to  the  wild  strains  of 
the  lyre  and  the  cymbals  that  accompanied  the 
sacred  rites.  With  music  and  poetry,  there- 
fore, they  were  not  wholly  unacquainted,  and 
they  had  learned  to  watch  the  lovely  changes 
of  nature  on  the  shores  of  Galilee.  Here,  Jo- 
sephus  tells  us,  was  the  brightest  landscape  of 
Judaea.  In  Galilee  the  sower  trod  the  ever- 
fertile  fields  with  joy ;  the  songs  of  the  mar- 
riage feast  and  the  cries  of  happy  children 
were  heard  over  the  land ;  the  lily  trembled 
on  its  stalk  more  splendid  than  Solomon's 
glory ;  the  olive  and  the  vine  poured  forth 
their  abundant  fruit.  ^  But,  above  all,  the  dis- 
ciples had  heard  lessons  of  divine  wisdom,  and 
been  instructed  by  parable,  precept,  example, 
by  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount. 

Aftrighted  and  dismayed  by  the  spectacle  of 
the  crucitixion,  the  faithful  eleven  had  fled  from 
Jerusalem  and  betaken  themselves  to  their 
nets.^  Recalled  by  the  well-known  voice  of 
their  risen  Lord,  they  returned  to  the  city,  and 
met  together  in  their  plain  lodging,  the  upper 
chamber,  to  found  the  infant  church.  Before 
them  lay  a  heavy  task.  Through  persecution 
and  sufiering,  in  poverty  and  weakness,  they 
were  to  preach  to  all  nations  the  lesson  of  heav- 
enly peace ;  they  were  to  break  down  the  mighty 
fabrics  of  formalism ;  to  blend  into  one  Chris- 
tian family  the  gentile  and  the  Jew.  Yet  nev- 
er had  the  ruling  religions  of  the  world  seemed 
more  firmly  established  than  when  the  apostles 
began  their  labors.  In  Jerusalem  the  fierce 
zeal  of  the  Jews  was  aroused  to  new  vigor  by 
the  shame  of  a  foteign  rule.^  The  presence  of 
a  gentile  master,  the  hostile  spears  of  Antonia, 
deepened  to  a  wild  enthusiasm  the  ardor  with 
which  the  assembled  nation  performed  its  devo- 
tions in  the  Temple,  and  kept  with  rigid  minute- 
ness the  strict  requirements  of  the  law.  Nev- 


1  Rey,  Etude  de  la  Tribu  de  Juda,  still  finds  mag- 
nificent groves  of  olives  in  Judaea  (p.  19),  and  quotes 
the  reverend  Robinson  often.  Of  Galilee,  Josephus 
has  given  a  pleasing  account,  B.  J.,  iii.  3. 

2  St.  John,  xxi.  3.    Simon  Peter  said,  I  go  a-fishing. 

3  Raphall,  Post-Biblical  Hist.,  ii.  399  et  seq. 


er  were  the  rites  more  splendid,  the  throngs  of 
the  festal  seasons  more  numerous,  than  when, 
under  the  Roman  procurators,  the  tribes  gather- 
ed on  the  holy  hill.  A  perpetual  horror  hung 
over  the  fanatical  nation  lest  strangers  might 
defile  their  Temple;  a  keen  watch  was  kept 
over  the  sacred  site ;  and  every  Jew  was  pre- 
pared to  lay  down  his  life  to  save  it  from  gen- 
tile desecration.^  Pharisees  and  Sadducees 
united  in  this  dreadful  resolution,  and  even  the 
gentle  Essenes  were  afterward  found  fighting  in 
defense  of  their  Temple  and  its  God. 

Hatred  for  the  gentile  had  deepened  the 
patriotic  faith  of  the  Jew,  but  had  left  his  relig- 
ion a  corrupt  formalism.  The  higher  orders 
of  the  priests  were  noted  for  their  pride  and 
their  rapacity.  To  maintain  their  luxurious 
splendor,  they  plundered  the  people  ;  to  confirm 
their  power,  they  put  to  death  their  rivals.  The 
holy  city  was  often  startled  by  the  news  of  an 
assassination  or  a  murder,  and  often  fierce  tu- 
mults arose  within  the  walls  of  the  Temple  itself, 
and  dyed  its  sacred  courts  with  blood.  A  gen- 
eral corruption  of  morals  had  followed  the  cruel 
reign  of  Herod  and  the  Romans ;  the  Saddu- 
cees,^ rich,  venal,  and  unscrupulous — the  Phar- 
isees, linked  together  in  their  unholy  brother- 
hood, had  filled  Jerusalem  with  their  vices  and 
their  crimes ;  the  poor  were  oppressed  by  usu- 
rers and  cheated  by  forestallers ;  and  great 
wealth  was  seldom  gained  by  honest  means. 
Throughout  the  open  country  robbers  from  the 
rocky  caves  of  Lebanon  preyed  upon  the  indus- 
trious, and  perhaps  gave  rise  to  the  parable  of' 
the  Good  Samaritan.  They  were  the  zealots 
or  patriots  who  had  taken  an  oath  never  to  sub- 
mit to  the  Roman  rule,  and  who  fled  from  the 
city  to  rocky  fastnesses  and  hiding-places,  from 
whence  they  issued  forth  at  night  to  plunder 
equally  the  Roman,  Samaritan,  or  Jew.^  Not 
seldom  they  made  their  way  back  to  Jerusalem, 
and  in  the  throng  stabbed  some  unlucky  priest 
or  wealthy  citizen  who  had  shown  too  great  sub- 
servience to  the  Roman  rule.* 

In  the  most  bigoted  of  cities  the  apostles 
were  to  preach  a  new  faith ;  to  their  enraged 
and  rebellious  countrymen  they  were  to  teach 
lessons  of  tenderness  toward  the  Roman  and 
the  Greek.  But  if  they  ventured  to  look  be- 
yond the  limits  of  Judeea  the  prospect  of  relig- 
ious reform  seemed  even  less  encouraging.  Par 
before  them  spread  that  gentile  world  of  which 
they  knew  only  by  report,  where  for  countless 
generations  the  white-robed  priests  had  cele- 
brated the  rites  of  Jupiter  or  Minerva,  the  gods 
of  Homer  and  Pindar,  of  ^schylus  and  Ennius, 
in  temples  splendid  with  the  off'erings  of  the  faith- 
ful and  consecrated  by  an  undoubting  supersti- 
tion.   Unlearned  and  modest  rustics,  touched 


1  Josephus,  B.  J,,  ii.  x.  4.   Raphall,  ii.  399. 

2  Derenbourg,  i.  143.  See  De  Saulcy,  Histoire 
d'Herod.  ^  Raphall,  ii.  3G5. 

*  Josephus,  B.  J.,  ii.  12,  paints  a  dark  picture  of 
the  horrors  in  the  city  at  a  later  period.  The  Sicarii 
murdered  men  in  the  daytime,  and  then  hid  in  the 
throng.   They  appeared  in  Herod's  time. 
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onlj  by  a  sacred  fire,  they  were  commissioned 
to  penetrate  to  Antioch  and  Ephesus,  to  Athens 
and  Rome,  and  declare  to  hostile  paganism  the 
wonders  of  the  cross.  But  how  could  they  hope 
to  be  believed !  Never  had  the  ancient  faith 
seemed  more  firmly  established.  At  its  front 
stood  the  Roman  emperor,  the  chief  priest  of 
the  pagan  world,  the  master  of  the  lives  and 
fortunes  of  his  subjects,  proclaiming  his  own  in- 
fallibility, and  announcing  him.self  to  be  a  god. 
In  the  city  of  Rome,  the  central  shrine  of  hea- 
thenism, beneath  the  golden  roof  of  the  Capitoline 
temple,  the  St.  Peter's  of  antiquity,  amidst  the 
chant  of  choristers,  the  smoke  of  censers,  the 
musical  intonations  of  the  stoled  and  mitred 
priests,  a  Caligula^  or  a  Domitian  was  adored 
by  his  trembling  subjects  as  the  representative 
of  deity  on  earth.  No  bishop  of  Rome  ever 
possessed  a  more  imperious  sway  over  the  faith 
of  mankind ;  no  Hildebrand  or  Innocent  was 
ever  more  jealous  of  his  spiritual  rule,  or  perse- 
cuted with  greater  vigor  the  luckless  heretic. 
Whoever  denied  the  inf\\llibility  of  Caligula 
was  condemned  to  the  cross  or  the  scourge, 
and  the  prudent  cities  of  the  Roman  empire 
hastened  to  adore  the  statues  of  the  imperial 
god.  Nor  was  the  splendor  of  the  ancient  rit- 
ual inferior  to  that  of  modern  Rome.  The  one, 
in  fact,  is  borrowed  from  the  other.  The  Pon- 
tifex  Maximus  of  the  Capitoline  temple  has  been 
transformed  into  the  Pontifex  Maximus  of  the 
church  of  Rome  ;^  the  rich  robes  and  mitre  of 
the  ancient  priest  adorn  the  modern  pope ;  the 
tapers  and  lighted  lamps,  the  incense  and  the 
lustral  water,  the  images  glittering  with  gems 
and  gold,  the  prayers,  the  genuflections,  the 
musical  responses,  and  the  gay  processions  of 
the  servants  of  the  pagan  temple  have  been  pre- 
served wherever  the  Roman  faith  is  dominant, 
from  Italy  to  Peru. 

It  was  against  this  imposing  formalism,  whose 
centre  was  ancient  Rome,  that  the  apostles  were 
to  wage  incessant  war,  in  poverty,  humility,  per- 
secution, death.  They  were  to  strike  down  the 
imperial  Pontifex  Maximus,  who  claimed  to  be 
a  god ;  they  Avere  to  drive  the  priests  from  the 
altar  and  banish  the  glittering  images,  the  un- 
hallowed rites ;  they  Avere  to  preach,  amidst 
the  fearful  corruptions  of  the  age,  a  spotless 
purity ;  to  inculcate  honesty,  industry,  humili- 
ty, and  love ;  to  prepare  mankind  for  a  better 
life.  They  met  in  an  upper  chamber  in  Jeru- 
salem, elected  Matthias  in  the  place  of  Judas, 
by  the  suffrage  of  all  the  small  band  of  Chris- 
tians ;  and  then,  in  the  heart  of  the  hostile  city, 
surrounded  by  the  fanatical  throngs  of  Pharisees 
and  Sadducees,  exposed  to  the  dagger  of  the  Si- 
carii  and  the  rage  of  the  Sanhedrim,  began  to 
speak  of  Him  who  had  walked  with  them  on 
the  Sea  of  Galilee. 

1  Suetonius,  Calig.,  22.  See  Merivale,  II.  R.,  v.  405. 
Caligula  claimed  an  equality  with  Jove. 

2  Miu-atori,  Liturgia  Eomaua  Vetus,  would  trace  the 
Roman  ritual  back  to  the  apostles— nulla  autem  du- 
bitatio  est,  quin  vel  ipsis  Apostolis  viventibus  aliquis 
fueritLiturgite  ;  but  the  supposition  is  i;uhistorical  as 
well  as  uuscriptixral.   See  cap.  i.  p.  3 ;  ii.  p.  10. 


Suddenly  there  spread  through  the  city  of 
David  a  wild  religious  excitement,  a  revival 
more  wonderful  than  prophet  or  priest  had 
ever  caused.  The  spirit  of  God  moved  over 
the  chosen  people.^  The  voices  of  the  apos- 
tles, accompanied  by  miracles  and  prodigies, 
and  telling  the  story  of  heavenly  compassion, 
melted  the  hearts  of  the  penitent  Jews.  Im- 
mense congregations  assembled  around  the 
house  of  the  teachers,  and  professed  their 
fiiith.  Three  thousand  were  converted  in  one 
day.  The  number  of  believers  was  constantly 
enlarged.  The  Jews  of  every  land,  who  had 
come  up  to  Jerusalem  from  their  distant  homes 
in  Babylon  or  Alexandria,  Syria  and  Greece, 
were  filled  with  a  novel  fervor.  The  people 
of  Jerusalem  of  every  rank  yielded  to  the  gen- 
eral impulse,  and  worshiped  Him  whom  they 
had  crucified.  Priests,  learned  in  the  teach- 
ings of  the  rabbins,  and  weary  of  the  empty 
formalism  of  the  law,  threw  themselves  at  the 
apostles'  feet.  Wealthy  citizens  sold  their 
lands  and  houses,  and  gave  their  possessions 
to  the  cause  of  Christ.^  A  holy  brotherhood, 
a  congregation  of  saints,  sprang  up  in  the  cor- 
rupt city ;  the  meek  and  spotless  Christian 
walked  amidst  the  throngs  of  the  crowded 
streets  teaching  by  his  words  and  his  exam- 
ple;^ in  many  a  humble  dwelling  on  the  Acra 
or  stately  palace  on  the  hill  of  Zion  the  sound 
of  Christian  prayer  and  praise  was  heard ; 
and  all  Jerusalem  seemed  ready  to  worship 
at  the  cross  of  Calvary. 

Thus,  almost  in  a  moment,  the  church  of  Je- 
rusalem and  of  Christ  arose.  It  was  about  the 
year  35.  Tiberius  was  on  the  throne  of  the 
world,  and  was  hidden  in  his  island  fastness, 
hated  by  mankind.  Within  tAvo  years  he  was 
to  die,  and  transmit  his  authority  to  Caligula. 
At  Jerusalem  the  family  of  Herod  the  Great, 
always  patronized  by  the  Roman  emperors,  still 
held  a  certain  authority.  Augustus  and  Tiberi= 
us,  Caligula,  Claudius,  and  Nero  had  each  main- 
tained a  friendly  intercourse  with  the  Jewish 
kings.  Herod  the  Great  died  in  the  first  year 
of  the  century,  just  after  the  birth  of  Christ; 
his  son,  Herod  Antipas,  succeeded  him  in  a 
nominal  rule  over  a  part  of  Palestine,  and 
reigned  until  perhaps  the  year  39.*  Agrip- 
pa  I.,  the  grandson  of  Herod  the  Great,  and 
the  friend  from  childhood  of  the  emperor  Ca- 
ligula, next  governed  JudfEa,  from  41  until  44. 
His  son,  Agrippa  II.,  was  made  king  of  Chal- 
cis  in  48.  His  little  royalty  Avas  afterAvard  en- 
larged, but  never  embraced  the  province  of  Ju- 
da;a  nor  the  city  of  Jerusalem.  He  smwived 
the  destruction  of  the  sacred  seat.  During 
the  Avhole  apostolic  period,  therefore,  the  holy 
city  Avas  under  the  direct  control  of  officials 
appointed  at  Rome;  and  it  can  hardly  be 
doubted  that  the  Roman  court  Avas  constant- 


1  Pressense,  Le  Premier  Siecle,  1.  84T. 

2  Eusebius,  H.  E.,  ii.  17. 

3  Epistle  to  Diognetus,  c.  v.,  defines  the  ChristiaUc 
He  is  to  loA'e  all  men ;  he  is  persecuted  by  all. 

*  Archelaus  reigned  a  fcAV  years  over  Judsea. 
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ly  informed  of  the  rapid  progress  of  the  new 
faith.  From  the  doubtful  letter  of  Pontius 
Pilate  to  Tiberius,  and  from  the  account  of 
the  trial  of  St.  Paul,  we  may  at  least  infer  that 
so  important  a  movement  had  not  been  neg- 
lected by  the  jealous  despots  of  the  Roman 
world ;  and  it  seems  probable  that  no  city 
of  the  empire  was  better  known  to  Claudius 
and  to  Nero  than  the  ancestral  home  of  their 
friends  Agrippa  I.  and  II.,  the  direct  descend- 
ants of  Herod  the  Great.-  Between  Jerusalem 
and  Rome  there  was  a  constant  intercourse. 

Meantime  the  missionary  labors  of  the  apos- 
tles went  on  unchecked.  Full  of  joy  and  faith, 
they  preached  to  increasing  throngs.  Beneath 
the  shadow  of  the  stately  Temple  and  the  hostile 
vigilance  of  the  bigoted  Sanhedrim,  the  infant 
church  grew  in  strength,  and  shed  a  refining  in- 
fluence over  the  tumultuous  city.  One  of  its 
most  pleasing  traits  was  its  ceaseless  liberality 
to  the  poor.  The  widow  and  the  orphan  were 
visited  and  maintained  at  the  cost  of  the  com- 
munity. No  one  was  allowed  to  suffer  for 
want ;  and  the  apostles,  engrossed  by  the  labor 
of  teaching,  were  obliged  to  appoint  seven  as- 
sistants, afterward  called  deacons,  who  distrib- 
uted alms  to  the  poor.  Presbyters  or  elders 
were  also  elected,  at  a  later  period,  to  relieve 
the  first  missionaries  in  their  holy  toil ;  and 
with  this  simple  organization  the  church  of 
Jerusalem  was  always  content.^  It  possessed 
no  bishop  nor  pope ;  no  Pontifix  Maximus  nor 
imperious  head.  The  family  of  the  Lord  seem 
to  have  held  always  a  high  place  in  the  esteem 
of  the  commonwealth,  as  the  natural  inheritors 
of  His  primacy;  and  James  the  Just  deserved 
by  his  rare  piety  the  first  rank  in  the  assemblies 
of  the  faitliful.  Yet  the  first  Christians  still  re- 
mained, in  outward  form,  a  sect  of  the  Jews. 
The  converts  observed  all  the  forms  of  the  Mo- 
saic law  ;  the  apostles  went  daily  to  the  Temple 
to  pray ;  and  even  Paul  himself,  at  a  later  pe- 
riod, submitted  for  a  moment  to  the  national 
observances.  With  their  fellow-Jews  the  Chris- 
tians climbed  the  stately  terraces  of  the  Temple, 
and  worshiped  within  the  sacred  inclosure  where 
no  gentile  was  allowed  to  come. 

They  could  not,  however,  escape  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  Sanhedrim.  In  the  first  joy  and 
promise  of  its  wide  success,  the  progress  of  the 
church  was  arrested  by  the  iron  hand  of  perse- 
cution. Peter  and  John,  the  most  eminent  teach- 
ers of  the  new  faith,  were  seized  and  thrown  into 
prison.  They  were  set  free  by  a  miracle;  were 
forbidden  to  preach ;  and  were  saved  from  a  sud- 
den death  by  the  prudent  counsel  of  Gamaliel. 
We  may  well  conceive  the  deep  excitement,  the 
profound  alarm  of  the  peaceful  church,  when 
it  was  told  from  house  to  house  that  the  two 
chiefs  of  the  apostolic  company  had  been  shut 


1  The  presbyters  were  Jewish,  the  bishops  or  over- 
seers of  gentile  ori<?in.  The  term  bishop  was,  there-^ 
fore,  not  used  at  Jerusalem.  The  church  officers, 
whether  bishops  or  presbyters,  held  their  positions 
only  during  good  conduct  (I  Ep.  of  Clement,  c.  44), 
possibly  only  at  will. 


up  in  the  common  jail,  and  the  thrill  of  awe 
that  followed  their  mysterious  deliverance. 
Yet  the  apostles,  full  of  inspired  ardor,  refused 
to  obey  the  Sanhedrim.  For  persecution  they 
were  prepared,  and  the  example  of  their  Mas- 
ter was  ever  before  them.  Perhaps,  in  this 
hour  of  danger,  they  wandered  to  Golgotha  and 
the  Mount  of  Calvary,  recalled  anew  the  awful 
scenery  of  the  crucifixion,  and  saw  above  them 
tlie  tender  countenance  crowned  with  its  cir- 
clet of  thorns ;  perhaps  they  looked  above  the 
world  to  a  glorified  reign  in  heaven,  and  longed 
to  stand  at  the  right  hand  of  the  Saviour.  But 
no  terrors  of  persecution  damped  their  ardor. 
Their  voices  were  still  heard  above  the  fanatic- 
al throngs  of  Jerusalem,  preaching  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  rigid  law  the  single  doctrine  of  faith 
in  the  crucified  Lord.  "Believe,"  they  cried 
to  Sadducee  and  Pharisee,  "and  thou  shalt  be 
saved."^ 

The  next  phase  in  the  history  of  the  church 
Avas  martyrdom.^  To  Stephen,  one  of  the  sev- 
en almsgivers,  belongs  the  first  place  in  that 
countless  company  who  have  died  for  the  faith 
in  all  the  long  centuries  of  persecution.  Like 
Stephen,  the  victims  of  many  an  auto  da  fc' 
have  seen  heaven  open  as  they  passed  away ; 
like  him,  Huss  and  Jerome  died  with  songs  of 
joy.  He  seems  to  have  been  one  of  the  most 
gifted  of  the  early  converts,  and  his  vigorous 
eloquence  aroused  the  intense  hatred  of  the 
Sadducees  and  the  Sanhedrim.  His  learning 
and  a  Greek  education  enabled  him  to  dispute 
with  Saul  of  Tarsus  and  the  Cilicians,  with  the 
Jew  of  Alexandria  and  of  Antioch.  He  made 
converts,  no  doubt,  who  carried  into  the  pagan 
capitals  the  new  revelation.  He  grew  bold  and 
vigorous  in  his  assaults  upon  the  Jewish  law, 
and  Sadducee  and  Pharisee  felt  that  their  au- 
thority with  the  people  was  passing  away. 
They  resolved  to  use  violence  in  silencing  the 
eloquent  reformer.  A  wild  and  angry  throng 
gathered  around  the  preaciier  ;  the  scribes  and 
elders  seized  and  dragged  him  before  the  great 
council  of  Jerusalem,  charging  him  with  hav- 
ing uttered  blasphemy  against  the  holy  law.^ 
The  assembly  met  in  one  of  the  courts  of  the 
Temple,  beneath  the  shadow  of  the  Holy  House  ; 
no  prudent  Gamaliel  restrained  the  fanaticism 
of  its  high-born  and  imperious  members ;  and 
among  the  fiercest  of  the  accusers  of  Stephen 
was  the  gifted  and  yet  unsanctified  Paul.  The 
trial  of  the  first  martyr  recalls  the  long  series 
of  similar  scenes  in  the  annals  of  his  successors. 
From  the  seats  in  the  sacred  hall  looked  down 
upon  their  victim  a  throng  of  judges  as  bitter 
and  as  hostile  as  those  who  condemned  the  gen- 
tle Huss  at  Constance,  and  who  sought  the  life 
of  Luther  at  the  Diet  of  Worms.  The  charge 
of  blasphemy  was  preferred ;  tlie  high-priest 
said,  "Are  these  things  so?"    Then,  like  Lu- 

1  So  in  Pastor  Hermas,  Vision  4,  c.  1.  A  voice  an- 
swered, "Doubt  not,  O  Hermas." 

2  Acta  Martyrorum,  Bollandns,  i.  16  ct  seq.  The 
fancied  tales  of  martyrdom  at  least  agree  in  their 
leading  traits.  ^  Acts,  vi.  vii. 


8G8 


HAKPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


ther  at  Worms,  or  Jerome  at  Constance,  Ste-  I 
phen  broke  forth  in  an  impassioned  argument  ! 
for  the  truth  of  Christianity.    He  reviewed  the  j 
story  of  his  ancestral  faith ;  he  charged  the  j 
haughty  priests,  the  high-born  doctors,  with 
having  vioLated  every  precept  of  the  law. 
"Which  of  the  prophets,"  he  cried,  "did  not 
your  fathers  persecute,  and  you  have  destroyed 
the  Holy  One ;  you  are  the  betrayers  and  the 
murderers  of  the  Son  of  God." 

They  gnashed  on  him  with  their  teeth ;  they 
were  cut  to  the  heart.  A  fierce  clamor  prob- 
ably arose  in  the  crowded  council ;  but  Stephen, 
conscious  of  his  doom,  said,  "  I  see  the  heavens 
opened,  and  the  Son  of  Man  standing  at  the 
right  hand  of  God," 

A  loud  outcry  arose  ;  they  stopped  their  ears  ; 
with  frantic  rage  they  dragged  Stephen  out  of 
the  city  walls  and  stoned  him  to  death.  He 
called  upon  his  Master ;  he  prayed,  "  Lay  not 
this  sin  to  their  charge,"  and  then  fell  asleep.^ 

This  picture  of  the  first  martyrdom  at  Jeru- 
salem, painted  by  the  skillful  touch  of  Luke, 
was  ever  before  the  minds  of  the  early  Chris- 
tians, and  animated  them  with  a  divine  fervor. 
They,  too,  longed  like  Stephen  to  see  heaven 
open ;  to  win  through  the  pains  of  martyrdom 
an  immediate  access  to  celestial  bliss.  As  per- 
secution deepened  around  them,  and  to  embrace 
the  faith  of  Christ  was  become  almost  a  certain 
pathway  to  torture  and  to  death,  the  ranks  of 
the  martyrs  were  filled  by  countless  willing 
victims,  who  sought  instead  of  avoiding  the  ter- 
rible doom.  The  apostles  looked  forward  glad- 
ly to  the  last  great  trial.  James  the  Great  and 
James  the  brother  of  the  Lord  died,  like  Ste- 
phen, at  Jerusalem.'^  Peter  and  Paul  are  said 
to  have  perished  at  Eome.  Tradition  awards 
a  violent  death  to  nearly  all  the  apostles.  St. 
John  is  said  to  have  been  thrown  into  a  vessel 
of  boiling  oil,  to  have  passed  through  the  ordeal 
unharmed,  and,  like  Enoch,  to  have  been  finally 
translated.^  The  gallant  Ignatius,  the  disciple 
of  St,  John,  traveled  cheerfully  to  Rome  to  be 
devoured  by  wild  beasts,  and  longed  for  the 
moment  when  he  should  be  torn  to  pieces  by 
the  teeth  of  the  lions.  He  prayed  that  the 
wild  beasts  might  become  his  tomb.*  His  friend, 
Polycarp,  gave  thanks  when  he  was  bound  to 
the  stake.  ^  The  passion  for  martyrdom  grew 
into  a  wild  enthusiasm  with  the  spread  of  per- 
secution ;  the  Christians  often  besought  the  pa- 
gan judges  to  grant  them  the  priceless  boon;^ 
parents  educated  their  children  to  become  mar- 
tyrs, and  then  threw  themselves  in  the  way  of 
death ;  martyrdom  descended  in  families,  and 
the  child  thought  himself  an  unworthy  member 
of  a  saintly  race  did  he  not  receive  the  crown 
of  his  ancestors ;  and  when  the  papal  church 

1  Acts,  vii.  60.       2  Eusebius,  H.  E,,  ii.  23, 

3  Eusebius.  *  Ignatius,  Ep.  to  Romans,  c,  5. 

5  Eusebius,  H.  E.,  iv.  15. 

^  The  legends  are  often  touching,  often  gross.  See 
Bollaud.,  i.  5G9,  So  in  i,  16,  the  virgin  martyr  gives 
thanks :  Gratias  ago  tibi  Domine  Deus,  qui  ancillam 
tuam  in  perfectione  tu93  iustituisti.  The  story  of  S, 
Martina  is  repulsive. 


of  the  Middle  Ages  revived  the  pagan  practice 
of  persecution,  the  gentle  Vaudois  among  their 
mountains,  or  the  Calvinists  of  Prance  and  Hol- 
land, learned,  from  the  example  of  the  first  mar- 
tyr of  the  church  of  Jerusalem,  to  die  without  a 
tear. 

A  general  dispersion  of  the  Christians  fol- 
lowed the  death  of  Stephen.  The  persecutors 
broke  into  their  houses  and  dragged  them  to 
prison.  Jerusalem  was  filled  with  scenes  of 
violence  ;  the  happy  church,  so  lately  rejoicing 
in  prosperity  and  progress,  was  dissolved ;  the 
new  converts  fled,  with  their  families,  to  Cyprus, 
to  Antioch,  or  Alexandria,  and,  Avherever  they 
wandered,  preached  the  Gospel  to  attentive  hear- 
ers. Churches  -were  founded  in  splendid  cities 
by  the  humble  missionaries,  that  afterward  grew 
into  metropolitan  sees  and  haughty  bishoprics. 
Antioch  owed  its  conversion  to  this  sudden  dis- 
persion. It  is  not  improbable  that  the  church 
of  Rome  may  have  been  founded  by  some  fugi- 
tive from  Jerusalem.  But  while  their  people 
fled,  preaching  and  baptizing  in  foreign  lands, 
the  apostles,  and  James  their  moderator,  still 
remained  in  the  holy  city,  resolved  to  main- 
tain its  pre-eminence  as  the  centre  of  the  church. 

Yet  from  this  period  (36)  the  elder  members 
of  the  church  of  Jerusalem  are  almost  lost  to 
history.  Peter  and  John  appear  for  a  moment 
as  missionaries  to  Samaria ;  Peter  converts  a 
gentile  and  confounds  a  magician ;  after  a  long 
silence  the  apostles  reappear  at  the  council  (50); 
they  a're  then  lost  except  in  tradition  ;  and  they 
live  and  die  in  almost  impenetrable  obscurity. 
We  must  conclude,  however,  that  they  were 
seldom  long  absent  from  Jerusalem.  In  the 
sacred  city  they  would  find  an  audience  of  rare 
magnitude,  ever  changing  with  the  varying  sea- 
sons ;  and  when  the  Temple  was  filled  with  its 
motley  throng  from  foreign  lands,  they  could 
spread  the  Gospel  with  little  labor.  They  en- 
larged and  strengthened  the  church  at  Jerusa- 
lem 'f  they  made  missionary  tours  to  Samaria, 
which  lay  nprth  of  Judiea ;  they  no  doubt  often 
crossed  over  it  to  their  native  Galilee,  still  fer- 
tile and  prosperous,  beyond  ;  they  saw  the  well- 
known  lake,  and  trod  its  peaceful  shores,  St. 
John  is  said  to  have  lived  at  Jerusalem  with 
the  Virgin  Mary  until,  in  48,  she  died  ;  and  we 
may  fancy  that  often  the  beloved  disciple  and 
the  gentle  Mother  wandered  away  from  their 
fair  house  on  Zion  HilP  to  the  fertile  environs 
of  the  city,  gazed  with  chastened  sorrow  on 
Calvary,  and  paused  under  the  olive  groves  of 
Gethsemane;  that  James  the  Just  was  ever  in 
the  Temple  at  prayer,  or  visiting  among  the  sick 
and  the  poor;  that  Jude,  Simeon,  and  the  oth- 
er younger  brethren  of  the  family  of  Christ 
had  grown  up  to  be  useful  members  of  the  vig- 
orous church.  Persecution  seems  to  have  in  a 
measure  ceased.  The  Roman  rulers  probably 
restrained  the  rage  of  the  Sanhedrim,  From 

1  Nicephorus,  H.  E.,  ii.  42,  describes  John's  honse  as 
a  fine  one,  John  sold  his  estate  in  Galilee,  according 
to  the  same  writer,  and  bought  the  house  on  Mount 
Zion, 
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Jerusalem,  the  centre  of  the  ever-expanding 
limits  of  Christianity,  the  apostles  watched  over 
the  various  missionary  stations  in  the  pagan 
world,  guided  the  ardent  laborers  in  the  fertile 
field,  heard  with  joy  of  the  wide  success  of  the 
faith,  and  were  won  from  their  Jewish  preju- 
dices when  they  were  told  of  the  piety  and  hu- 
mility of  the  gentiles. 

One  great  name,  eminent  only  in  its  loAvli- 
ness,  from  this  time  overshadows  and  controls 
the  church  of  Jerusalem.  Fierce,  cruel,  un- 
sparing in  his  unsanctified  state,  Saul  of  Tarsus 
had  disputed  with  vehemence  against  the  elo- 
quent Stephen;  had  consented  to  his  death. ^ 
Among  the  eager  throng  that  watched  the  fate 
of  the  holy  martyr  none  was  more  malevolent 
than  the  Jew  of  Tarsus.  He  saw  without  a 
tear  the  woes  he  had  occasioned ;  he  heard 
without  a  sigh  the  tender  words  of  forgiveness  ; 
an  impenetrable  veil  hid  from  the  world  and 
from  himself  those  nobler  qualities  that  were 
yet  to  shine  forth  with  surpassing  lustre  upon 
mankind.  From  the  murder  of  Stephen,  Saul 
proceeded  to  new  excesses.  He  became  the 
leader  of  that  fierce  persecution  that  broke  out 
in  Jerusalem.  He  forced  his  way  into  the 
Christian  homes  of  the  Bezetha,  or  Mount 
Zion ;  amidst  the  wail  of  women,  the  cry  of 
little  children,  he  dragged  fathers  and  mothers 
to  their  doom;  he  filled  the  prisons  with  his 
victims.  When  sated  with  persecution  at  home, 
he  hurried  to  Damascus,  armed  with  letters 
from  the  high -priest  and  the  Sanhedrim,  to 
strike  down  the  infant  church  that  had  sprung 
up  amidst  the  groves  and  gardens  and  the  glit- 
tering waters  of  the  fairest  city  of  the  East. 
The  incarnation  of  the  rigid  law,  of  a  Phari- 
saical formalism,  of  a  cruelty  not  surpassed  by 
an  Alva  or  a  Bonner,  Saul  traveled  swiftly  and 
sternly  over  the  ancient  road  from  Jerusalem 
to  Damascus,  dead  to  the  fair  face  of  gentle 
nature  around  him,  to  the  beautiful  and  true  in 
life,  to  the  loveliness  of  virtue  and  of  faith.  A 
pride  like  that  of  Hildebrand,  a  cruelty  like  that 
of  Innocent,  a  madness  such  as  ever  clouds  the 
intellect  of  ambitious  priests  and  overbearing 
churchmen,  impelled  him  as  he  rushed  like  a 
maniac  to  the  slaughter  of  the  just.  Suddenly 
a  light  came  down  from  heaven ;  a  gentle  voice, 
the  harmony  of  infinite  compassion,  pierced  his 
soul ;  he  groveled  in  the  dust ;  he  knew  that 
of  all  sinners  he  was  the  chief. 

Blind,  he  staggered  on  to  Damascus.  He 
was  led  by  his  companions,  more  helpless  than 
a  child.  He  saw  no  more  the  ever-blooming 
groves,  the  countless  gardens,  tlie  radiant  flow- 
ers that  strewed  the  banks  of  the  Golden  Riv- 
er; the  rich  bazars,  the  crowded  streets,  the 
stately  pomp  of  the  paradise  of  cities.  For 
three  days  he  remained  sightless.  A  miracle 
restored  him ;  a  presbyter  of  the  Damascene 
church  received  the  penitent  to  its  society ;  and 
he  was  forgiven  by  those  whom  he  had  sought 


'  Conybeare  and  Howson,  St.  Paul.  Neander,  Plant- 
ing of  Christianity,  i.  99  et  seq. 


to  destroy.  But  not  by  himself.  Paul  fled 
from  the  luxurious  landscape  of  Damascus  to 
the  wild  and  inhospitable  desert.  He  hid  in 
the  sands  of  Arabia  for  three  years.  ^  Amidst 
the  herbless  solitude,  overhung  by  rocks  and 
mountains  ever  seared  with  torrid  heat,  the 
burning  wind  parching  his  fevered  brow,  his 
food  the  scanty  gleanings  of  the  desert,  his 
dress  that  of  the  impoverished  Bedouin,  his 
only  companions  the  wild  beast  and  the  ser- 
pent,^ the  apostle  perhaps  lived  in  his  remorse. 
Ever  before  him,  in  his  wild  retreat,  must  have 
hovered  the  memory  of  his  guilt ;  of  the  gentle 
Stephen,  whose  dying  love  had  failed  to  touch 
his  own  cruel  heart ;  of  the  weeping  families 
he  had  tortured  at  Jerusalem ;  of  the  fierce 
hatred  he  had  borne  for  the  church  of  Christ ; 
of  the  persecution  he  had  instigated  against  his 
Lord.  A  man  of  deep  conscientiousness,  of 
the  purest  impulses,  now  that  the  veil  of  a  cruel 
formalism  had  been  torn  away  from  his  mind, 
we  can  well  imagine  with  what  abject  penitence 
the  once  haughty  persecutor  prayed  and  fasted 
in  the  homeless  desert.  Yet,  happier  in  his 
desolation  than  his  pride,  he  toiled  for  forgive- 
ness, purity,  faith.  ^  In  the  Arabian  solitude, 
in  the  bitter  struggle  with  remorseful  woe,  Paul 
was  prepared  for  that  fierce  combat  he  was  des- 
tined to  wage  with  every  dominant  formalism, 
with  the  high-priest  at  Jerusalem,  or  the  impe- 
rial Pontifex  of  Rome.* 

Paul  was  born  probably  in  the  second  or  third 
year  after  the  Saviour's  birth.  He  may  have 
been  thirty-five  years  old  at  the  time  of  his 
flight  to  Arabia.  His  youth  was  passed  in  his 
native  city,  Tarsus  in  Cilicia,  one  of  those  brill- 
iant centres  of  artistic  taste  and  literary  excel- 
lence that  covered  the  prosperous  East,  and  the 
young  Jew  was,  no  doubt,  highly  cultivated  in 
its  libraries  and  its  lecture-rooms ;  his  avid  mind 
gathered  knowledge  eagerly  from  eveiy  source. 
He  was  small  and  plain  in  appearance ;  his 
health  always  infirm  ;  his  voice  sharp  and  tune- 
less ;  his  intellect  ever  active.  From  Tarsus 
he  had  come  up  to  Jerusalem  to  study  the  sa- 
cred law  under  Gamaliel,  the  most  cmin€?ht  of 
its  professors,  and  at  his  house  probably  became 
acquainted  with  many  young  men  of  the  priest- 
ly families  who  afterward  sat  with  him  on  the 
benches  of  the  Sanhedrim,  or  joined  in  his  con- 
demnation. Every  young  Jew  was  taught  a 
trade,  and  Avas  expected  to  provide  for  his  own 
support;  Paul,  during  his  studies,  labored  as  a 
tent-maker,  or  perhaps  a  sail-maker,  and  from 
tfie  coarse  hair  of  the  Cilician  goat  vv  ove  cloths 
for  mariners  and  travelers.  He  was  always  in- 
dustrious, and,  having  in  his  youth  been  pre- 

1  The  model  of  later  anchorets.  Ilieron.,  Ep.  IS,  p. 
43.   Anachoretse  qui  soli  habitant  per  dcserta. 

2  Hieron.,  Ep.  18,  p.  30.  Scorpionum  tantum  socius 
et  ferarum.   Jerome  is  describing  the  Syrian  deserts. 

3  See  Galatians,  i.  17. 

*  Kenan's  painful  picture  of  the  great  apostle  Is  al- 
together unhistorical ;  it  is  not  the  character  painted 
by  his  contemporaries.  See  Renan,  St.  Paul.  He  im- 
putes to  him  want  of  heart,  bitterness,  intentional  de- 
ceit.  See  chap.  xix. 
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served  by  labor  from  immoral  tastes,  enforced 
the  duty  of  self-support  upon  his  converts.  He 
was  a  rigid  formalist ;  the  high-priest  was  to 
him  almost  a  mortal  god ;  the  services  of  the 
Temple  the  only  source  of  salvation  ;  the  smok- 
ing oftering,  the  daily  prayers,  the  fasts  and 
feasts  of  the  Jewish  law,  the  direct  appointment 
of  the  Almighty.  With  horror,  therefore,  the 
rigid  Pharisee  beheld  the  daring  innovations  of 
the  Christians ;  with  inexpressible  rage  he  list- 
ened to  the  arguments  of  Stephen.  By  na- 
ture he  was  fierce  and  ardent ;  he  was  a  de- 
scendant of  that  savage  Semitic  race  who  had 
so  often  stoned  the  prophets — whose  relatives, 
the  Phoenician  and  the  Carthaginian,  forced  mo- 
thers to  throw  their  smiling  babes  into  the  blaz- 
ing caldrons  of  Moloch,  and  who  delighted  in 
human  sacrifices  :  Paul's  fierce  fanaticism  found 
a  real  joy  in  persecution. 

But  in  a  moment  the  savage  was  converted 
into  the  tender,  gentle  saint.  Erom  the  wild 
sands  of  Arabia,  after  his  long  and  painful  pro- 
bation, Paul  returned  to  Damascus  a  preacher 
of  the  Gospel.  He  spoke  with  a  natural  fervor 
that  won  many  hearts.  Often  scourged  by  Ro- 
man and  Jew,  in  prison  or  at  the  verge  of  death, 
he  welcomed  persecution  with  joy,  and  was  ever 
eager  to  wear  the  crown  of  martyrdom.  He 
escaped  from  Damascus,  and  about  the  year 
43^  prepared  to  return  to  Jerusalem  to  seek  the 
friendship  and  support  of  the  Christian  church. 
Once  more  he  approached  the  holy  city,  and  saw 
before  him  the  magnificent  Temple,  the  cen- 
tre of  his  early  adoration,  glittering  in  the  sun- 
light on  Mount  Moriah ;  the  hill  of  Zion  cov- 
ered with  its  palaces ;  the  busy  suburbs  filled 
with  the  throngs  of  the  faithful.  But  for  him 
all  Avas  changed.  Shame  and  contrition  prob- 
ably weighed  him  down  as  he  entered  the  scene 
of  his  former  cruelties:  and  he  scarcely  com- 
plained when  the  Christian  church  at  first 
shrank  from  him  in  doubt  and  terror.  How 
could  they  see  in  this  man  of  cruelty  and  blood 
the  great  teacher  of  gentleness  and  mercy,  whose 
inspired  thoughts  should  pierce  the  hearts  of 
the  gentiles,  whose  ceaseless  toil  was  to  found 
a  church  that  should  live  forever !  At  last,  in 
his  humility  and  his  contrition,  Paul  was  made 
known  to  James  and  Peter,  and  lived  in  the 
house  of  the  latter  for  fifteen  days.  Again  he 
began  to  dispute  in  public,  but  a  higher  faith 
was  now  his  only  theme.  All  the  vigor  of  his 
intellect,  all  the  resources  of  his  learning,  were 
lavished  in  his  controversies  with  the  Jews  of 
his  native  Cilicia  or  of  the  Grecian  lands.  He 
was  a  new  Stephen,  teaching  the  religion  of  the 
heart. 

Driven  from  Jerusalem  by  the  rage  of  his 
enemies,  he  began  that  wonderful  series  of  mis- 
sionary labors  that  fulfilled  in  the  highest  de- 
gree the  commands  of  the  Master,  that  carried 
the  name  of  Christ  to  the  chief  capitals  of  hea- 
thendom, and  whose  example  has  ever  inspired 
the  humble  emulation  of  his  modern  imitators, 


1  The  exact  date  can  not  be  fixed. 


[  who  have  penetrated  with  their  glad  tidings  the 
!  savage  shores  of  Greenland,  the  jungles  of  In- 
j  dia,  the  islands  of  the  Pacific.    He  was  the 
leader  of  the  great  mental  revolution  whose  cen- 
tre was  the  holy  city.^    Eor  twenty-five  years 
;  the  apostle  wandered  from  land  to  land,  main- 
j  tained  chiefly  by  his  own  labors,  and  inculca- 
ting by  his  example  the  dignity  of  honest  toil. 
His  intellect,  ever  active  and  vivid,  was  only 
strengthened  by  time  ;  his  feeble  frame,  often 
borne  down  by  disease,  was  sustained  by  a  mi- 
raculous vigor  ;  his  joyous  spirit,  glad  in  its  re- 
lease from  bondage,  carried  hope  to  the  infant 
churches ;  his  inspired  eloquence  pierced  with 
deadly  wounds  the  sensual  formalism  of  the  age. 

An  irreparable  sorrow  fell  upon  the  apostolic 
company  soon  after  St.  Paul  had  left  the  city. 
For  several  years  the  church  had  rested  in 
peace.     But  now  James  the  Elder,  the  first 
apostolic  martyr,  died  by  the  commands  of  a 
royal  persecutor.     Agrippa  I.,  the  grandson  of 
I  Herod  the  Great,  and  the  friend  from  cliildhood 
'  of  the  emperor  Caligula,  was  the  last  king  that 
I  sat  upon  the  throne  of  David.    He  had  inherit- 
ed the  vices  and  the  cruelty  of  his  grandfather ; 
he  was  a  worthy  associate  of  the  infamous  son 
of  Germanicus  ;  yet  his  descent  from  the  priest- 
ly race  of  the  Asmoneans  gave  him  an  heredi- 
tary claim  to  the  loyalty  of  the  Jews,  and  he 
was  eager  to  win  their  favor.    In  the  last  year 
of  his  life  and  reign  he  began  a  severe  persecu- 
tion of  the  Christians.    To  all  the  throngs  that 
trod  the  prosperous  streets  of  Jerusalem  the 
forms  and  features  of  the  apostolic  band  must 
have  been  familiar,  and  the  fame  of  their  holy 
lives  had  reached  the  corrupt  circles  of  the  pal- 
ace on  the  hill  of  Zion.    To  gratify  the  Jews, 
Agrippa  resolved  to  destroy  them  all.    He  se- 
I  lected  for  his  first  victim  the  bold  and  active 
[  James,  brother  of  John,  and  one  of  the  best  be- 
i  loved  of  the  disciples.    James  was  beheaded. 
Tradition  relates  that  on  his  Avay  to  his  execu- 
tion his  chief  accuser,  stung  by  remorse,  begged 
his  forgiveness.    The  apostle  kissed  the  repent- 
ant enemy,  and  said,  "Peace  be  with  thee." 
But  the  enraged  Jews,  unsoftened  by  the  specta- 
cle, put  to  death  the  accuser  Avith  the  accused.^ 
Peter  was  arrested  and  thrown  into  prison,  but 
i  was  miraculously  set  free,  and  escaped  from  the 
city.    A  dreadful  doom  hung  over  all  the  apos- 
tles, when  suddenly  Agrippa  died  in  horrible 
I  torments.^    The  kingdom  of  David  and  Solo- 
mon perished  with  their  corrupt  successor,  and 
from  this  time  (44)  until  its  destruction  Jerusa- 
lem was  governed  by  officials  sent  from  Rome. 

Paul  soon  after  returned  to  the  holy  city. 
A  famine  raged  in  Judaea;  the  poor  starved, 
and  the  Christian  church,  impoverished  by  its 
liberality,  must  have  suffered  with  the  people. 


1  St.  Paul's  freedom  from  Jewish  prejudice  is  reflect- 
ed in  all  the  apostolic  fathers.  The  Epistle  of  Barna- 
bas is  a  protest  a<?ainst  Judaism,  c.  iii.  iv.  So  in  the 
Epistle  toDiognetus,  c.  iv.,  the  formal  scrupulousness 
of  the  Jews  is  prouounced  ridiculous. 

2  Ensebius,  H.  E.,  ii.  9,  from  Clem.  Alex. 

3  According  to  Wieslcr  he  died  August  6. 


THE  CHURCH  OF  JERUSALEM. 
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The  Christians  of  Antioch  and  the  other  dis- 
tant churches  sent  aid  to  their  brethren  in  Je- 
rusalem, and  Paul  was  at  the  head  of  a  delega- 
tion of  the  alms-bearers.  He  remained  but  a 
short  time.  The  city  was  no  safe  place  for 
the  ardent  missionary  ;  while  far  before  him  he 
saw  that  boundless  field  of  labor,  the  splendid 
cities  of  Asia  Minor,  of  Syria,  of  Greece  and 
Rome,  toward  which  he  was  impelled  by  a  heav- 
enly call.  He  could  not,  like  Peter  and  James, 
remain  at  rest  in  Jerusalem  ;  he  wept  over  the 
blindness  of  the  heathen. 

At  Antioch  Paul  made  his  first  missionary 
station;  at  Antioch  the  disciples  were  first 
called  Christians.^  In  almost  all  the  cities 
of  the  Roman  world  large  colonies  of  Jews 
were  established,  and  with  their  usual  industry 
and  thrift  had  made  themselves  powerful  and 
wealthy.  Cultivated  and  softened  by  Greek 
civilization,  the  Hellenized  Jews  fell  easy  con- 
verts to  the  inspired  eloquence  of  the  apostle. 
The  church  at  Antioch,  the  oldest  next  to  that 
of  Jerusalem,  flourished  with  singular  vigor. 
From  Antioch,  attended  by  the  chief  presbyters 
of  the  church,  Paul  set  out  on  his  first  mission- 
ary journey;  he  passed  through  Cyprus,  Pi- 
sidia,  Lystra;  he  preached  in  the  synagogues 
to  vast  throngs  of  Jews  and  gentiles  ;  in  Lystra 
he  healed  a  cripple,  and  the  savage  people, 
struck  with  wonder,  believed  that  the  gods  were 
once  more  descended  among  them.  Barnabas, 
tall  and  commanding  in  appearance,  they  sup- 
posed to  be  Jupiter.  Paul,  small,  insignificant, 
but  ever  eloquent,  was  Mercury;  and  the  sim- 
ple people,  full  of  awe,  summoned  their  priests, 
prepared  oxen  for  sacrifice,  and  would  have 
made  prayers  and  libations  to  the  divine  stran- 
gers. Paul  and  Barnabas  rent  their  clothes  in 
anguish:  "We  are  but  men!"  they  cried  out 
to  the  eager  throng  ;^  and  Paul,  in  impassioned 
eloquence,  preached  to  them  the  risen  Lord. 

Meantime  in  Jerusalem  the  wonderful  suc- 
cess of  the  apostle  had  fixed  the  attention  of 
the  church.  They  saw  with  astonishment  the 
conversion  of  the  gentiles;  they  still  doubted 
if  there  could  be  salvation  out  of  the  Mosaic 
law.  James  and  Peter  were  startled  at  the 
•  liberality  of  Paul ;  they  trembled  lest  he  had 
departed  from  the  faith  ;  they  resolved  to  hold 
a  general  assembly  of  the  church,  to  decide,  un- 
der the  guidance  of  inspiration,  the  future  rule 
of  belief.  Paul  and  his  fellow-missionaries  had 
determined  that  circumcision  and  an  observance 
of  the  Jewish  rites  should  not  be  enforced  upon 
his  gentile  converts.  James  and  the  other 
apostles  thought  their  doctrine  heretical ;  ' '  false 
brethren,"  as  St.  Paul  relates,  had  stimulated 
and  embittered  the  controversy ;  to  restore  the 
rule  of  Christian  harmony  the  infant  church 
assembled  in  the  year  50  at  Jerusalem. 

The  first  council  forms  an  instructive  contrast 
to  the  long  line  of  its  medieval  and  corrupt  suc- 

1  Baronius,  as  usual,  would  make  Peter  found  the 
church  at  Autioch  (Ann.  Ecc.,  i.  327) ;  but  when  ? 

2  The  conduct  of  Paul  should  check  the  spiritual 
pride  of  modern  priests. 


cessors.  An  apostolic  grace  hung  over  all  its 
proceedings.^  There  was  no  claim  of  infalli- 
bility on  the  part  of  Peter  and  his  associates ; 
no  threat  of  violence  and  persecution  ;  no  trace 
of  priestly  ambition  or  of  spiritual  pride.  James 
the  Just  presided  as  the  representative  of  the 
family  of  Christ.  Around  him  were  gathered 
John,  ever  gentle ;  Peter,  full  of  love  and  hope ; 
Andrew,  the  first-born  of  the  apostles.  One  va- 
cant place  must  have  touched  the  hearts  of  all 
the  sacred  company.  They  looked  in  vain  for 
the  well-beloved  form  of  the  martyr  James. 
The  council  met  in  some  plain  house  in  the 
city,  and  the  whole  church,  of  all  degrees,  took 
part  in  its  proceedings.  The  apostle  claimed 
no  greater  authority  than  the  simplest  layman, 
and  every  question  was  decided  by  a  common 
suff"rage.^  Each  Christian  was  the  member  of 
a  holy  priesthood,  and  was  subject  only  to  the 
ruler  of  the  skies.  From  the  council  of  Jeru- 
salem to  the  council  of  Constance,  of  Trent,  or 
of  Rome,  the  eje  turns  with  singular  interest. 
Li  the  last — the  council  of  our  own  day — be- 
neath the  pomp  of  St.  Peter's,  the  glare  of  dull- 
eyed  images,  the  glitter  of  gaudy  idols,  the  peal 
of  pagan  sounds  and  rites,  a  throng  of  bishops 
and  an  infallible  pope  meet  to  legislate  for 
Christianity.  But  should  some  follower  of  St. 
Paul  presume  to  assert  the  rights  of  conscience 
and  of  private  judgment  before  the  modern 
sanhedrim,  like  the  apostle,  he  would,  perhaps, 
be  smitten  on  the  face  by  some  despotic  priest ; 
with  apostolic  indignation  he  might  exclaim, 
"Thou  whited  sepulchre!"  In  the  modern 
council  freedom  of  debate  is  forbidden,  and  re- 
ligious despotism  enforced  by  the  papal  rifles. 
At  Trent  a  still  sterner  tyranny  prevailed.  Xu- 
ther  and  Calvin,  the  spiritual  descendants  of  St. 
Paul,  shrank  in  aversion  and  terror  from  the 
unscrupulous  assembly.  At  Constance  the  con- 
trast deepens  into  tragic  interest  when,  amidst 
mail-clad  princes  and  mitred  priests,  its  holy 
martyrs,  the  defenders  of  mental  freedom,  are 
burned  to  ashes  beside  the  rapid  Rhine. 

But  no  temporal  chief  nor  spiritual  despot 
controlled  the  assembly  of  the  saints  at  Jerusa- 
lem ;  no  gay-robed  procession  of  imperious  bish- 
ops swept  into  the  modest  chamber.  Paul,  cov- 
ered with  the  dust  of  travel,  clad  in  the  coarse 
garb  of  perpetual  poverty,  came  up  to  speak 
words  of  inspired  Avisdom  to  his  brethren.  The 
gentle  Christians,  no  doubt,  listeiled  with  ea- 
ger joy  to  his  earnest  eloquence.  The  narrow 
room  overflowed  with  the  number  of  the  faith- 
ful. The  strict  rule  of  the  Mosaic  laAV  was 
swept  away  by  a  unanimous  decision,  and  Paul 
set  out  once  more  on  his  mission  to  the  hea- 
then, the  teacher  of  harmony,  union,  and  a  com- 
mon faith.  ^ 

1  Pressense,  Hist.  Trois.  Siec,  has  given  a  clear  ac- 
count of  the  apostolic  age,  i.  459  et  scq.  See  Schaffer, 
Hist.  Ap.  Church ;  p.  254  for  the  council. 

2  For  the  purity  and  simplicity  of  the  apostolic  faith 
and  usages  consult  the  "  Apostolic  Fathers."  Migne's 
edition  may  be  used  with  discretion. 

3  SchalT.,  Hist.  Ap.  Church,  p.  255.  Some  restrictions 
were  retained,  but  soon  forgotten. 
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Ever  with  the  great  labors  of  the  apostle  is 
associated  the  venerable  name  of  Ephesus,  the 
chief  of  the  apocalyptic  churches.  The  travel- 
er who  approaches  the  site  of  the  famous  city,^ 
on  the  shore  of  Asia  Minor,  sees  only  a  wide 
morass,  a  few  huts  and  hovels,  and  various  huge 
mounds  of  buried  ruins  rising  beyond.  Yet  the 
name  of  Paul  still  keeps  alive  the  memory  of 
the  lost  metropolis,  once  more  splendid  than 
any  Europe  boasts.  One  mound  is  called  his 
prison ;  another  the  theatre  where  the  clamor- 
ous Ephesians  demanded  his  death;  another 
the  Temple  of  Diana.  Of  all  the  ancient  shrines 
the  most  gorgeous  and  the  most  renowned  was 
that  of  the  virgin  goddess,  the  bright,  prolific 
moon  of  the  tropic  East.^  All  Asia  had  united 
in  lavishing  its  wealth  on  the  marvelous  Temple  ; 
the  ladies  of  Ephesus  had  given  their  jewels  to 
restore  its  splendors,  and  each  of  its  columns  of 
precious  stone  or  marble  was  the  gift  of  a  king. 
Amidst  its  flowery  groves,  fed  by  perpetual 
springs,  the  fair  fabric  arose,  the  largest  and 
most  costly  work  of  the  ancient  architects.  Its 
colonnade  was  more  than  four  hundred  feet  long 
and  two  hundred  wide,  and  each  Ionic  column 
was  sixty  feet  high.  Statues  by  Praxiteles, 
pictures  by  Apelles,  and  countless  works  of  art 
embellished  its  labyrinth  of  halls.  In  the  midst 
a  rude  wooden  statue  of  Diana,  venerable  in  its 
simplicity,  and  which  was  believed  to  have  fi^iUen 
from  the  skies,  was  hidden  amidst  a  blaze  of 
precious  stones.  A  throng  of  unmanly  priests 
and  virgin  priestesses  Jived  within  the  sacred 
precincts,  swept  in  gorgeous  processions  through 
the  noble  porticos,  and  celebrated  the  worship 
of  the  guardian  deity  of  Ephesus.  The  high- 
priest  of  Diana  was  the  chief  person  in  the 
city;  and  little  images  of  the  deity,  of  silver 
or  gold,  were  manufactured  by  the  jewelers  of 
Ephesus,  and  sold  in  great  numbers  to  her  de- 
vout worshipers  throughout  the  East.  In  the 
month  of  May,  when  spring  had  sown  the  fer- 
tile land  with  flowers,  all  Asia  gathered  within 
the  sacred  city,  and  celebrated  with  games  and 
sports  the  annual  festival  of  the  goddess. 

On  one  of  these  occasions  Paul  preached  in 
Ephesus.  Already  his  name  was  renowned  in 
the  East ;  he  was  looked  upon  with  alarm  and 
hatred  by  priest  and  worshiper.  A  wild  tumult 
arose,  and  the  artisans  of  Ephesus  called  out  for 
his  death.  He  was  accused  of  having  preached 
against  graven  images,  of  having  insulted  the 
majesty  of  Diana.  The  people  rushed  in  a  vast 
throng  to  their  magnificent  theatre,  now  one  of 
the  mounds  that  disfigure  the  silent  shore,  and 
shouted  with  incessant  zeal,  "  Great  is  Diana 
of  Ephesus!"  Paul's  fate  seemed  certain;  he 
hid  in  a  private  house ;  the  tumult  was  quieted 
by  a  prudent  magistrate ;  the  apostle  escaped. 
But  his  voice  had  pierced  the  splendid  ritual 


1  Anindell,  Seven  Churches,  p.  4-24 

2  The  Ephesian  Artemis  can  scarcely  be  disconnect- 
ed from  moon  worship.  Yet  see  Welcker,  Griech.  Giit- 
terlehre,  i,  562.  She  was  the  symbol  of  productive- 
ness. Eckermanu,  Rel.  G.,  ii.  G7.  Der  Cult  der  Ephe- 
Bischeu  Artemis  endlich  ist  ungriechischer. 


of  Diana  with  mortal  wounds.  A  prosperous 
church  arose  at  Ephesus ;  the  pagan  worship 
passed  slowly  avv'ay  ;  the  graven  images  he  had 
condemned  were  laid  aside  for  a  purer  faith ; 
the  famous  Temple  sank  into  ruins,  and  in  later 
ages  its  jasper  columns  were  ravished  away  to 
adorn  the  Christian  churches  built  by  Constan- 
tine.  In  the  devout  city  of  Ephesus  St.  John  is 
said  to  have  passed  his  old  age,*  and  a  graceful 
tradition  relates  that  when  grown  too  infirm  to 
preach,  he  would  be  carried  to  the  assembly  of 
the  faithful,  and  repeat  the  words,  "Little  chil- 
dren, love  one  another." 

Swiftly  the  great  apostle  passed  from  city  to 
city,  filling  the  world  with  the  tumult  of  a  rad- 
ical reform.^  The  labors  of  Luther,  of  Wesley, 
of  Wliitefield  but  faintly  represent  the  incessant 
achievements  of  the  last  ten  years  of  his  life. 
At  Colossse,  at  Philippi  or  Corinth,  he  founded 
churches  in  the  centre  of  rigid  paganism,  and 
planted  the  conception  of  ideal  virtue  in  the 
corrupt  soil  of  classic  civilization.  But  it  was 
at  Athens  that  the  eloquence  of  St.  Paul  must 
have  gathered  around  him  the  most  gifted  of 
his  audiences.  The  city  had  changed  but  lit- 
tle in  appearance  since  Socrates  had  taught  in 
its  public  square,  or  Demosthenes  raised  the 
dying  patriotism  of  its  people — since  Atticus  had 
made  it  his  mental  home,  or  Cicero  studied  in 
its  schools.  Still,  on  the  Acropolis,  the  lovely 
temple  of  Pallas  rose  in  the  clear  sunlight  al- 
most as  perfect  as  in  the  moment  of  its  comple- 
tion. The  gardens  and  groves  of  Plato  and  Ar- 
istotle were  yet  trodden  by  their  disciples.  The 
statues  of  the  greatest  of  sculptors,  the  pictures 
of  the  most  tasteful  of  painters,  the  most  deli- 
cate conceptions  of  the  architect,  and  the  fair 
landscape  of  its  unsullied  sea,  made  Athens  still 
the  centre  of  the  beautiful ;  and  its  schools  of 
thought  yet  lingered  fondly  over  the  ballads  of 
Homer,  the  wild  creations  of  ^schylus,  and  the 
gentle  philosophy  of  Plato.  St.  Paul  had  no 
doubt  studied  Greek  literature  in  his  native 
Tarsus,  and  could  scarcely  have  entered  its  an- 
cient seat  without  a  thrill  of  admiration. 

The  people  of  Athens  Avere  still  chiefly  phi- 
losophers or  students.  Eor  two  centuries  it  had 
been  an  academic  city,  the  university  of  the. 
Avorld.  They  gathered  eagerly  around  the  won- 
derful Jew.  His  fame  had  no  doubt  reached 
the  Agora,  and  the  Athenians  must  have  known 
that  from  him  they  need  look  for  no  dull  dec- 
lamation, no  trite  philosophy.  They  received 
him  with  respect,  as  he  spoke,  like  Socrates,  in 
the  public  streets ;  they  listened  with  interest, 
and  invited  him  to  address  them  from  the  hill 
of  Mars.  On  some  fair  day  of  the  Attic  au- 
tumn, when  the  grasshoppers  chirped  languidly 
beneath  the  gray  and  dusty  olive,  and  when  the 
herbage  was  embrowned  in  the  gardens  of  Aca- 
deme, the  people  of  Athens  gathered  in  the 
open  air,  around  the  stone  pulpit  of  the  venera- 

1  Ensebins,  iii.  31.  The  history  of  Eusebius  is  a 
storehouse  of  legends. 

2  Eusebius,  iii.  3.  Luke  composed  the  Acts  from 
what  he  saw  himself. 
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ble  hill.  There  for  ages  had  sat  the  Areopa- 
gus— the  supreme  tribunal  of  the  state.  There 
the  most  eminent  citizens  of  Athens  had  formed 
the  most  respectable  of  human  courts  ;  there 
a  long  succession  of  important  causes  had 
awaited  the  decisions  of  dignified  judges ;  and 
there  the  philosophers  and  students  of  Athens 
assembled  to  hear,  for  the  first  time,  the  higher 
eloquence  of  inspiration.  Small,  plain,  wasted 
with  toil  and  sickness,  with  sufferings  and  end- 
less persecution,  his  voice  feeble,  his  enuncia- 
tion marred  by  the  Semitic  accent,  Paul  yet 
enchained  the  attention  of  his  hearers.  His 
Jewish  face  and  figure  could  scarcely  have 
pleased  the  lovers  of  the  beautiful;  his  shrill 
intonation  must  have  shocked  their  critical 
ears.  But  the  acute  Athenians  may  have  seen 
in  his  plain  aspect  something  fairer  than  any 
exterior  grace.  From  his  eyes  beamed  the 
perfection  of  moral  purity  ;  in  his  countenance 
shone  that  perfect  honesty  and  manly  self-con- 
trol which  Plato  had  faintly  described.  He 
spoke  of  the  unknown  God,  now  for  the  first 
time  revealed,  of  the  common  brotherhood  of 
man,  of  the  resurrection  and  a  Messiah.  We 
have  but  a  slight  abstract  of  his  speech,  yet  we 
can  readily  imagine  that  a  solemn  awe  rested 
on  the  vast  assembly  as  the  temple-clad  hills 
above  and  the  city  below  echoed  for  the  first 
time  with  the  name  of  the  Omnipresent,  and 
philosophers  and  students,  stoics  and  epicure- 
ans, heard  with  astonishment  a  wisdom  above 
that  of  Plato  and  Aristotle. 

The  church  of  Athens  sprang  up  at  the  touch 
of  Paul.  It  was  formed,  no  doubt,  on  the  plan 
of  that  of  Jerusalem.  It  had  its  presbyters  and 
deacons,  its  modest  rites,  its  simple  faith.  Its 
chief  elder  was  afterward  called  a  bishop,  and 
tradition  relates  that  Dionysius,  a  member  of 
the  Areopagus,  who  had  been  converted  by  the 
sermon  on  Mars  Hill,  was  its  first  president.^ 
We  have  scarcely  space  to  follow  the  wonder- 
ful career  of  St.  Paul.  At  length  old  age  ap- 
proached him,  and  he  anticipated  without  alarm 
a  martyr's  doom.  He  had  always  longed  to 
preach  at  Rome  and  in  the  farthest  West :  he 
was  not  to  be  disappointed.  Once  more  he 
sailed  along  the  coasts  of  Asia  Minor,  visit- 
ing the  churches.  At  Miletus  he  delivered  his 
farewell  sermon  to  the  assembled  faithful;  he 
left  them  kneeling  and  praying  on  the  shore. 
He  had  told  them  they  were  to  see  his  face  no 
more.  He  reached  Jerusalem  about  the  year 
58,  and  was  received  with  friendly  greeting  by 
James  the  Just  and  the  other  elders;  he  told, 
with  his  usual  vigor,  the  story  of  his  missionary 
labors. 

But  Jerusalem  was  now  fast  preparing  its 
own  destruction.  An  insane  hatred  against 
the  Romans,  a  hopeless  longing  for  freedom, 
a  wild  rage  against  the  tolerant  Christians,  filled 
the  vast  throngs  that  came  up  to  the  Temple  to 
pray.^    Had  the  Jews  yielded  to  the  mild  per- 


1  Eusebius,  H.  E.,  W.  23. 

2  Conybeare  and  Howson,  St.  Paul,  ii.  244. 
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suasion  of  James  the  Just  or  the  liberal  spirit  of 
St.  Paul,  Jerusalem  might  have  escaped  its  aw- 
ful fate,  and  have  survived  through  centuries  as 
the  head  of  the  Christian  church.  Its  people, 
however,  were  mad  with  religious  frenzy.  The 
zealots  controlled  the  nation ;  the  Romans  felt 
that  they  were  hated,  and  retaliated  by  a  cruel 
oppression ;  and  the  Christians  at  least  foresaw 
that  the  dreadful  day  foretold  by  the  Master  was 
near.  In  this  period  of  wild  fanaticism  among 
his  countrymen,  Paul,  too  conspicuous  to  be 
neglected,  in  vain  endeavored,  by  the  advice 
of  James,  to  disarm  their  rage  by  conforming 
to  the  full  requirements  of  the  law.  It  was  too 
late.  His  name  was  abhorred  by  every  fanatic, 
by  almost  every  Jew.  In  the  Pentecostal  fes- 
tival, when  the  Temple  was  filled  with  strangers 
from  Ephesus  and  Asia,  he  ventured  within  the 
sacred  courts.  He  was  set  upon  by  a  ferocious 
mob.  Feeble  with  age  and  suffering,  he  was 
beaten  and  tossed  about,  and  the  people  dragged 
him  beyond  the  Temple  walls  to  put  him  to  death. 

North  of  the  Temple,  and  joined  to  it  by  a 
bridge  or  stairs,  stood  the  castle  of  Antonia,  now 
filled  with  a  Roman  garrison.  From  its  turrets 
the  sentinels  kept  watch  over  the  excited  wor- 
shipers below  them  in  the  sacred  courts,  and 
carefully  observed  their  conduct.  The  Romans 
saw  Paul  struggling  in  the  throng,  and  a  band 
of  soldiers  sprang  down  the  stairAvay  into  the 
Temple  court  to  save  him  from  their  rage.  They 
dragged  hira  up  the  stairs  ;  he  was  safe.  Yet, 
in  the  fierce  excitement  of  this  perilous  moment, 
the  apostle  still  hoped  to  soften  and  preserve  his 
countrymen.  He  said  to  the  Roman  command- 
er, "May  I  speak?"  He  obtained  permission, 
and  then  turned  to  the  Jews  below.  He  waved 
his  hand,  and  suddenly  the  angry  throng  grew 
still.  The  spectacle  of  that  last  appeal  to  Jeru- 
salem still  stirs  the  fancy  more  than  the  highest 
efforts  of  Cicero  or  Gracchus.  Paul  stood  on  an 
elevation  looking  down  into  the  Temple  court. ^ 
Above  him  glittered  the  Holy  House  so  soon  to 
pass  away.  Before  him  shone  the  hill  of  Zion ; 
below,  the  proud  and  prosperous  city  ;  silent  at 
his  feet  hung  the  vast  throng  from  whose  rage 
he  had  just  escaped,  bruised,  beaten,  and  for- 
lorn, whose  coming  doom  he  foresaw,  whom  he 
strove  in  vain  to  save.  His  clear  voice  rang 
out  in  his  own  melodious  tongue  through  the 
Temple  and  the  castle,  as  he  recounted  his  con- 
version, his  penitence,  and  hope.  The  Jews  list- 
ened ;  perhaps  some  believed.  But  when  he 
spoke  of  the  mission  to  the  gentiles,  of  tolera- 
tion for  their  oppressors,  the  hate  of  the  fanatic- 
al nation  broke  forth  in  a  terrible  clamor.  They 
cried  out  that  he  was  a  wretch  unfit  to  live — 
that  he  polluted  the  earth ;  in  their  rage,  they 
tore  their  garments  and  threw  dust  upon  their 
heads.  The  Roman  commander,  Lysias,  was 
now  convinced  that  Paul  had  committed  some 
dreadful  crime,  and  ordered  him  to  be  carried 
to  the  castle  and  put  to  torture.  He  was  hurried 
to  a  dungeon ;  the  instruments  of  torture  Avere 
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brought,  when  the  apostle  declared  himself  a 
Roman  citizen.    He  was  saved.  ^ 

After  the  day  of  horrors  he  probably  slept  in 
the  castle.  He  lay  surrounded  by  the  coarse 
soldiers,  yet  less  cruel  than  his  countrymen. 
The  next  day  Lysias  sent  him  under  a  guard 
before  the  Sanhedrim ;  and  in  the  hall  of  Ga- 
zith,  within  the  Temple,  where  he  had  himself 
sat  twenty-five  years  before  to  condemn  Ste- 
phen, Paul  ventured  to  defend  his  own  career 
of  penitence.^  Rage  filled  the  hearts  of  the  in- 
sane council ;  the  high-priest,  Ananias,  ordered 
him  to  be  smitten  in  the  face.  Yet  the  apostle 
spoke  with  vigor,  and  even  won  the  favor  of  a 
part  of  his  judges.  The  council-room  was  filled 
with  an  angry  multitude,  and  the  Roman  com- 
mander sent  a  guard  to  bring  Paul  back  to  the 
castle.  In  the  night  Paul's  nephew,  his  sister's 
son,  heard  that  a  band  of  forty  Jews  had  sworn 
to  assassinate  his  uncle ;  they  belonged  proba- 
bly to  the  party  of  the  zealots,  and  had  gained 
the  assent  of  the  Sanhedrim,  the  highest  court 
in  the  city,  to  their  horrible  design.  Paul  told 
the  Romans  of  his  danger ;  in  the  night  he  was 
sent  secretly  out  of  the  city,  under  a  strong 
guard,  to  Ctesarea.  Swiftly  the  well -trained 
soldiers,  with  their  weary  charge,  swept  over 
the  road  to  the  distant  town,  rousing  the  sleep- 
ing peasant  by  their  steady  march,  and  follow- 
ed by  the  curses  of  the  subject  Jew.  They 
passed  the  hills  of  Ephraim,  the  fields  of  Sha- 
ron glowing  with  a  bountiful  harvest,  the  mount- 
ains of  Samaria.  The  foot-soldiers  went  only 
part  of  the  Avay ;  the  cavalry  pressed  on,  and 
in  the  bright  afternoon  of  the  Jewish  summer 
rode  into  Cffisarea.^ 

It  was  the  sea-port  of  Judiea,  the  seat  of  the 
Roman  governor,  a  city  adorned  by  Herod  the 
Great  with  all  the  refinements  of  Roman  taste. 
Its  port  was  a  basin  of  stone-work  of  singular 
beauty.  Its  temples  and  theatres,  its  palaces 
and  gardens,  were  modeled  upon  those  of  Rome. 
Its  name  was  a  compliment  to  the  Caesars.  Up 
to  its  low  shores  rolled  the  blue  Mediterranean, 
bearing  the  wares  and  the  ships  of  Italy  to  the 
land  of  David ;  yet  later  to  bring  them  filled 
with  arms.  To-day  the  wild  bushes  grow  over 
the  site  of  the  palaces  where  Herod,  the  two 
Agrippas,  Felix,  and  Festus  held  their  revelry 
where  the  frail  Berenice  won  or  enchained  the 
heart  of  Titus  ;^  over  the  fragments  of  temples 
and  the  sunken  stone-work  of  the  ancient  walls. 
Yet  C^sarea  is  hallowed  by  the  footprints  of 
St.  Paul.-  Above  its  lonely  Avaste  one  sacred 
figure  still  seems  to  hover  perpetually  ;  from  its 
solemn  ruin  one  voice  is  forever  heard.  Here 
for  two  years  Paul  was  held  a  prisoner.  Here, 
soon  after  his  arrival,  he  was  brought  before 
Felix  to  be  judged.    The  most  infamous  of 


^  Conybeare  and  Howsou,  ii.  250. 

2  He  addressed  them  as  equals— Men  and  brothers. 

2  It  was  the  Pentecostal  season,  in  July.  Csesarea 
was  about  60  miles  from  Jerusalem. 

*  Pococke,  Travels  in  the  East. 

s  They  met  first  at  Caesarea  Philippi ;  yet  Titus  must 
often  have  been  detained  at  the  sea-port. 


men,  according  to  Tacitus,  cruel,  vicious,  treach- 
erous,^ sat  in  judgment  upon  him  who  was  to 
be  the  herald  of  purity  to  mankind.  Paul's  ac- 
cusers, the  Jewish  priests,  full  of  that  bitter 
hate  toward  him  which  seems  to  have  risen  to 
insanity,  hastened  from  Jerusalem  to  Csesarea 
to  give  testimony  to  his  guilt.  There,  in  the 
judgment-hall,  stood  the  fierce  high-priest,  An- 
anias, the  chief  members  of  the  Sanhedrim,  and 
a  hired  advocate  employed  to  convict  Paul  of 
treason  against  Rome.  Amidst  his  fierce  ac- 
cusers, before  the  terrible  judge,  the  wayworn, 
aged  apostle  spoke  with  his  usual  fire  ;  the  judge 
hesitated ;  the  decision  was  postponed ;  the 
high-priest  and  his  followers  went  back  disap- 
pointed to  Jerusalem.  Again,  at  C^sarea, 
Paul  was  brought  before  Felix  and  his  wife 
Drusilla;  and  now,  at  the  sound  of  his  rapt 
voice,  Felix  trembled.  Two  years  passed  away. 
Often,  followed  by  his  guard,  the  apostle  prob- 
ably wandered  along  the  sandy  beach  of  Caesa- 
rea, and  gazed  with  a  martyr's  hope  upon  the 
sea  that  was  to  be  his  pathway  to  Rome  and 
death.  At  length  Felix  was  removed  from  of- 
fice. Festus  was  now  governor,  and,  witli 
strange  persistence,  the  fanatic  Jews  urged  him 
to  destroy  Paul.  They  hoped  to  assassinate 
him  within  the  holy  city ;  but  Festus  refused 
to  allow  the  prisoner  to  be  taken  back  to  Jeru- 
salem. He  summoned  Paul  before  him,  and 
again  at  Coesarea  the  trial  was  renewed ;  again 
the  imjdacable  priests  came  to  prove  Paul 
worthy  of  death  ;  again  they  were  disappoint- 
ed. " I  appeal,"  cried  the  apostle,  "  to  Caesar." 
He  must  now  be  sent  to  Rome  to  be  tried  by 
Nero  in  person.  Yet  before  he  went,  at  Cae- 
sarea, in  the  audience-chamber  of  some  mag- 
nificent palace,  whose  ruin  now  lies  undistin- 
guished on  that  desolate  plain.  King  Agrippa 
II.,  then  a  young  man  of  twenty-six,  his  sister 
Berenice,  beautiful  as  frail,  and  the  generous 
Festus,  called  before  them  the  famous  mission- 
ary, and  listened  patiently  to  his  wonderful 
theme.  He  was  chained  to  a  soldier.  He 
could  stretch  out  only  one  of  his  hands.  Yet 
the  youthful  king,  the  fair,  unhappy  princess, 
the  friendly  governor,  heard  perhaps  with  sol- 
emn awe,  perhaps  with  pretended  levity,  the 
divine  message-  Once  Festus  interrupted  him. 
Once  Agrippa  said  ;  "  Thou  wilt  soon  persuade 
me  to  be  a  Christian."  Then  they  separated 
and  passed  away.  The  dissolute  king,  the  vo- 
luptuous woman,  to  despair  and  death  ;  the  elo- 
quent old  man  to  the  priceless  joys  of  martyr- 
dom. Thus  Caesarea  and  its  princely  state  re- 
vive with  the  memory  of  Paul. 

Next  the  apostle  is  seen  on  the  deck  of  a 
huge  Alexandrian  corn  vessel,  guarded  by  Ro- 
man soldiers,  passing  slowly  along  the  south- 
ern coast  of  Crete  on  the  way  to  Rome.^  That 
the  ship  was  very  large  is  shown  from  the  cir- 
cumstance that  two  hundred  and  sixty-seven 

1  Tacitus,  Hist.,  v.  9.  Suetonius,  Claud.,  2S,  calls 
him  Trium  reginarum  Maritus. 

2  Conybeare  and  Howsou  describe  at  large  the  fa- 
mous voyage,  chap,  xxiii. 
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persons,  besides  a  heavy  cargo,  found  shelter 
within  it.*  Like  all  ancient  vessels,  it  was  bad- 
ly constructed,  and  in  moments  of  danger  was 
strengthened  by  ropes  passed  around  the  keel. 
It  had  two  rudders ;  its  course  was  very  slow. 
The  wind  at  first  was  uncertain  ;  the  ship  reach- 
ed the  port  of  the  Fair  Havens  safely,  and  here 
Paul  advised  the  captain  to  stay  ;  but  the  wind 
was  now  favorable,  and  the  sailor  drifted  on 
before  it.  Then  suddenly  broke  upon  the  un- 
manageable ship  a  fierce  storm  from  the  mount- 
ains, driving  her  toward  the  African  shore.  It 
was  one  of  the  hurricanes  of  the  Mediterranean. 
The  waves  rose  high ;  the  sky  was  covered 
with  a  perpetual  night ;  torrents  of  rain-  fell  in- 
cessantly ;  the  wind  drove  the  struggling  vessel 
from  its  course.  For  fourteen  days  the  Euroc- 
lydon  held  the  great  corn  ship  in  its  grasp. 
She  sprang  a  leak  ;  was  rapidly  filling  with  wa- 
ter ;  despair  ruled  on  board  ;  and  Romans  and 
Egyptians,  officers  and  crew,  assembled  on  the 
deck,  looking  for  instant  death.  But  Paul  alone, 
with  cheerful  countenance,  watched  the  angry 
skies,  the  raging  seas,  and  said  to  his  fellow- 
passengers,  "Be  of  good  cheer;  you  are  safe." 
Next,  in  the  lull  of  the  tempest,  was  heard  the 
roar  of  distant  breakers — the  ominous  sound  of 
land.  Paul  in  the  moment  of  peril  almost  held 
command  of  the  ship ;  he  pressed  the  terrified 
passengers  and  crew  to  take  food  to  sustain 
their  strength ;  he  ordered  the  boat  to  be  cut 
adrift ;  the  cargo  was  thrown  overboard ;  the 
ship  struck  with  a  violent  shock  on  an  unknown 
coast,  and  broke  to  pieces.  It  was  a  lonely  part 
of  the  island  of  Malta.  Floating  on  portions  of 
the  wreck,  or  swimming  through  the  surf,  the 
whole  ship's  crew  escaped,  as  Paul  had  foretold. 
Roman  and  Egyptian,  bond  and  free,  perhaps, 
gathered  around  the  apostle  as  he  knelt  on  the 
desolate  coast  and  gave  thanks  to  Heaven. 

Of  the  later  caueer  of  St.  Paul  we  have  little 
room  to  speak. ^  He  became  the  connecting 
link  between  the  church  of  Jerusalem  and  the 
early  church  of  Rome.  He  impressed  upon 
his  first  converts  his  own  honesty  and  simplicity. 
The  church  of  Rome  owed  at  least  its  chief 
vigor  to  the  pleaching  of  the  saint.  His  dis- 
ciples Linus  and  Clement  became  its  first  pres- 
byters or  bishops ;  and  the  epistle  of  the  latter 
to  the  Corinthians  is  full  of  the  liberality  and 
humility  of  Paul.^  From  Jerusalem  to  Rome 
Paul  bore  only  the  simplicity  of  the  faith.  Yet 
history  throws  but  a  feeble  light  on  the  last 
days  of  the  apostle.  At  Rome  he  lived  a  pris- 
oner in  his  own  hired  house ;  he  preached  and 
wrote  incessantly,  in  his  own  handwriting,  his 
letters  and  exhortations.  He  was  probably 
tried  again  ;  he  stood  before  Nero,  the  Pontifex 
Maximus  of  the  ancient  faith,  in  the  imperial 
court ;  again  one  of  the  most  wicked  of  man- 
kind sat  in  judgment  upon  the  most  innocent; 
again  St.  Paul  must  have  spoken — must  have 

1  Penrose  estimated  the  ship's  burden  at  five  hun- 
dred tons. 

2  Conybeare  and  Howsou  may  be  consulted,  chap. 
XXV.  xxvii.  3  Eusebius,  H.  E.,  iii.  4, 


been  set  free.  From  this  time  nothing  is  known 
of  his  career;  yet  tradition  relates  that  he 
preached  in  the  fair  cities  of  Spain,  was  per- 
haps permitted  to  revisit  his  infant  churches  in 
Greece,  and  then  returned  again  to  become  a 
martyr  at  Rome.  Far  out  on  the  Ostian  Way, 
in  a  desolate  country,  once  clothed  with  groves 
and  gardens,  a  magnificent  church,  crusted  with 
marble  and  costly  stones,  rich  in  painting  and 
mosaic — a  miracle  of  useless  wastefulness  and 
splendor — arises  on  the  spot  where  tradition  in- 
dicates that  the  Roman  lictors  beheaded  St. 
Paul.^  His  boundless  suiferings  and  toils,  his 
manly  energy,  his  ceaseless  hope,  his  joyous 
trustfulness,  and  his  supernatural  powers,  have 
made  him  the  most  eminent  of  the  apostles. 

With  the  labors  of  St.  Paul  at  Rome  i-s  con- 
nected the  most  important  or  the  most  insig- 
nificant of  historical  questions  Was  St.  Peter 
his  coadjutor  ?  was  Peter  ever  at  Rome  ?  To 
the  Protestant  the  question  is  of  little  conse- 
quence; to  the  defenders  of  an  infallible  papacy 
it  is  the  most  momentous  of  all.  If  St.  Peter 
was  never  at  Rome,  or  went  thither  only  to  be 
martyred,  the  whole  fabric  of  the  papacy  must 
fall  without  a  blow.  For  how  could  Peter  trans- 
fer from  Jerusalem  to  Rome  an  infallible  pri- 
macy? How  could  he  have  reigned  as  the 
vicar  of  Christ,  the  lord  of  kings,  the  vicegerent 
of  Heaven,  in  a  city  which  he  never  visited,  and 
whose  infant  church  was  fostered  or  founded  by 
Paul  and  his  disciples  ?^ 

Historically  it  is  impossible  that  St.  Peter 
could  ever  have  entered  the  imperial  city.  St. 
Luke,  his  contemporary,  who  wrote  the  Acts  of 
the  Apostles,  would  certainly  never  have  neg- 
lected to  mention  the  most  important  of  them 
all ;  but  St.  Luke  confines  Peter's  missionary 
labors  to  the  distant  East.  St.  Paul  in  his  let- 
ters carefully  enumerates  the  chief  members  of 
the  church  at  Rome  ;  the  name  of  St.  Peter 
never  occurs  in  the  apostolic  record.*  During 
his  imprisonment  no  one  but  Luke,  he  said, 
was  with  him.  We  have  St.  Peter's  own  epis- 
tle. It  is  dated  at  Babylon,  and  is  addressed 
to  the  distant  churches  of  the  East,  where  he 
had  long  been  laboring.  Whenever  he  appears 
in  the  sacred  writings  St.  Peter  is  always  at 
Jerusalem  or  preaching  in  its  neighborhood;^ 
when  he  writes  himself  he  is  founding  churches 
in  Asia,  and  wholly  forgets  to  assert  that  he  is 
the  infallible  representative  of  the  Deity  on 
earth,  reigning  at  Rome.  He  calls  himself,  in- 
deed, only  an  elder  among  elders. 

1  Merivale,  H.  R.,  v.  276  et  seq.,  and  Gibbon,  c.  xvi., 
doubt  the  martyrdom  of  Paul  and  the  persecution  of 
the  Christians  under  Nero, 

2  The  literature  of  this  question  is,  of  course,  im- 
mense, from  Spanheim  to  Giesler,  Schaff  and  some 
Protestants  admit  the  tradition  (see  Schaff,  p.  362),  but 
only  in  part.  See  Neander,  Kirch,  Gesch.,  i,  31T,  and 
note. 

3  Even  Neander  finally  doubted  the  tradition  (Apost. 
Gesch.) ;  in  his  Church  Hist,  he  accepted  it. 

*  See  the  list  in  Epist.  to  Romans. 

5  The  Romish  writers  make  Peter  travel  as  widely 
as  St.  Paul  (Barouius,  i.  455) ;  but  of  this,  Luke  knew 
nothing. 
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Tradition,  therefore,  is  the  only  foundation 
of  the  legend.  To  have  famous  martyrs  was 
the  chief  pride  of  the  early  churches,  and  it  is 
possible  that  some  ardent  presbyter  of  Rome, 
as  fanciful  as  Prudentius,  first  conducted  St. 
Peter  to  his  martyrdom  on  the  Vatican.  The 
story  grew  with  the  lapse  of  time.  His  tomb 
was  discovered ;  he  Avas  crucified  with  his  head 
downward  ;  his  frequent  timidity  was  recalled 
in  the  legend  of  his  flight  and  of  the  apparition 
of  his  Lord ;  and  when  the  papal  church  of  the 
Middle  Ages  began  its  usurpation,  it  boldly 
claimed,  enlarging  upon  St.  Jerome,  that  Pe- 
ter had  reigned  for  twenty-five  years  as  the 
vicar  of  Christ  at  Rome.^  The  legend  was 
first  pronounced  a  fable  by  the  acute  Waldenses, 
who  had  for  ages  scoffed  at  the  papal  preten- 
sions, and  who  claim  to  represent  the  opinions 
of  the  early  church  that  preceded  and  resisted 
the  haughty  hierarchy  of  Constantine.  The 
traditions  of  the  Vaudois,  the  church  of  the  peo- 
ple, may  at  least  counterbalance  those  of  the 
Romish  priesthood,  and  confirm  the  accuracy 
of  the  Scriptural  history.^ 

But  we  must  hasten  to  the  last  period  (66-70) 
of  the  sufferings  of  Jerusalem  and  its  church. 
A  deeper  mental  darkness,  a  wilder  fanaticism, 
rested  upon  the  sacred  city.  The  brotherhood 
of  the  zealots,  linked  together  by  their  terrible 
oath,  grew  in  numbers  and  ruled  the  policy 
of  the  nation.  The  wild  robbers  issued  from 
their  mountain  caves  to  spread  desolation  over 
Galilee  and  Judaea  ;  assassins  filled  the  city ; 
the  multitudes  who  came  np  to  the  Temple  were 
roused  to  frenzy  b}'  the  secret  promptings  of  the 
robber  patriots  ;  the  children  of  Israel — poetic, 
impassioned,  Semitic,  easily  moved  to  a  vain 
self-confidence,  easily  driven  to  a  mad  despair 
— fancied  that  by  a  violent  struggle  they  might 
shake  off  the  yoke  of  Rome.^  The  higher  or- 
ders of  the  city,  the  more  intelligent,  knew  that 
the  plan  Avas  hopeless  ;  but  the  half-savage  zeal- 
ots from  the  rural  districts  now  governed  Jeru- 
salem. In  this  moment  of  patriotic  excitement 
the  Christians,  who  would  take  no  share  in  the 
rebellion,  were  probably  looked  upon  as  traitors 
as  well  as  heretics.  The  chief  victim  of  this 
intense  hatred  was  James  the  Just,  the  brother 
of  the  Lord.  For  thirty  years  the  face  and 
form  of  the  son  of  Maiy  had  been  known  to  all 
Jerusalem;  he  had  grown  old  as  the  head  of 
the  Christian  sect ;  his  virtues  were  admired 
by  Jew  as  well  as  Christian ;  and  he  had  striv- 
en, by  gentle  compliances,  to  disarm  the  mal- 
ice of  his  fellow-citizens.  He  had  never,  like 
Paul,  denounced  the  Mosaic  law ;  or,  like  a 

1  Baronius,  with  excessive  minuteness,  names  the 
year  45  Petri  Annus  1,  Ann.  Ecc,  i.  400.  He  knows 
even  the  day  on  which  the  Roman  church  was  born. 
Neander  doubts  even  the  martyrdom.  Plant.  Chris., 
1.  358. 

-  See  Waldensian  Researches,  Gilly,  p.  42,  vo].  i., 
and  Leger.  The  Waldenses  boast  a  direct  descent 
from  the  apostles.  The  \obla  Leijcon,  a  poem  of  the 
year  1100,  notices  their  orij^in  ;  but  after  they  have  been 
nearly  extirinUed  by  the  papal  persecutions. 

3  Rabclleau,  Histoire  des  Hebreus,  ii.  2S5.  A  use- 
ful narrative. 


greater  than  Paul,  preached  a  new  dispensa- 
tion. In  form  and  appearance  James  is  said 
to  have  so  closely  resembled  his  divine  brother 
as  scarcely  to  be  distinguished  from  him.^  He 
was  now  to  share  a  not  dissimilar  fate.  When 
Paul  had  escaped  by  appealing  to  Ciesar,  the 
enraged  Jews,  says  Eusebius,  turned  their  fury 
against  James. ^  In  some  wild  season  of  fa- 
naticism, when  the  city  teemed  with  savage 
worshipers,  the  priests  and  people  seized  James, 
perhaps  as  he  climbed  the  sacred  terraces  to 
pray,  and  bore  him  to  a  high  tower  of  the  Tem- 
ple, overlooking  the  gentile  court  below.  The 
Sadducees  were  the  bitterest  enemies  of  the 
Christians.  It  Avas  the  young  Sadducee  high- 
priest  Ananus  that  led  the  new  persecution. 
We  may  imagine  the  venerable  saint  standing 
on  the  giddy  height,  waiting  to  be  thrown  down 
on  the  pavement  far  beneath.^  They  com- 
manded him  to  renounce  his  faith  in  Christ. 
He  replied  by  pointing  to  the  risen  Lord  above. 
With  rage  they  cast  him  down.  When  he  had 
fiillen,  the  multitude  stoned  him  nearly  to  death. 
"See,"  said  a  by-stander,  "Justus  is  praying  for 
you."  A  fuller  beat  out  the  brains  of  the  dying 
saint  Avith  his  club.  His  tombstone  Avas  after- 
Avard  shoAvn  outside  the  Temple.  So  eminent 
were  the  virtues  and  the  fame  of  the  brother 
of  Christ  that  Josephus  attributes  the  destruc- 
tion of  Jerusalem  to  the  anger  of  HeaA'en  at 
the  insane  cruelty  of  his  countrymen.*  The 
family  of  the  Saviour,  hoAvever,  still  ruled  over 
the  church  at  Jerusalem  ;  they  possessed  a 
kind  of  hereditary  claim  to  its  leadership  ;  and 
after  the  fall  of  the  city,  Simeon,  the  brother  or 
the  cousin  of  James,  filled  his  place  for  many 
years  Avith  equal  virtues,  and  died  a  martyr  in 
extreme  old  age.^ 

Around  the  city  of  Mount  Zion,  according 
to  the  Talmuds  and  Josephus,  began  noAV  to 
gather  the  omens  of  its  doom.  In  the  Avestern 
sky,  as  the  sun  Avas  setting,  the  crimson  clouds 
formed  themselves  in  the  image  of  a  battle- 
field. Armies  rushed  over  the  fading  heavens, 
engaged  in  a  dreadful  contest ;  chariots  filled 
Avith  armed  men  contended  on  the  celestial 
plain  ;  cities  Avere  stuTOunded  and  sacked  ;  the 
fate  of  Jerusalem  Avas  painted  on  the  skies.  ^ 
Within  its  Avails  the  prodigies  were  equally 
alarming.  A  supernatural  fire  shone  over  the 
Temple  in  the  midst  of  the  night ;  the  great 
eastern  gate,  Avhich  could  scarcely  be  shut  by 
tAventy  men,  bolted  and  fastened  by  immense 
bars  of  iron,  rolled  open  of  its  OAvn  accord; 
and  Avhen  the  priests  Avere  ministering  in  the 
inner  sanctuary  they  heard  the  noise  of  a 
multitude  of  voices  crying,  "  Let  us  remove 
hence."  A  blazing  comet,  shaped  like  a  SAA'ord, 
hung  over  the  city ;  a  madman  or  a  prophet 
ran  through  the  streets,  crying,  "Woe,  Avoe  to 


'  Epistle  of  Ignatius. 

2  Eusebius,  H.  E.,  ii.  23.  The  accounts  of  his  death 
vary. 

3  Hegesippus,  quoted  by  Eusebius,  giA'es  the  story, 
ii.  23.  *  Josephus.   Etisebius,  ii.  23. 

5  Eusebius,  iii.  11.    ^  Josephus,  B.  J.,  vi.  5. 
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the  city,  to  the  people,  to  the  holy  house!" 
No  punishment,  no  kindness,  no  prayers  could 
silence  his  mournful  wail.  For  seven  years  he 
kept  up  his  ceaseless  cry,  until,  during  the  siege, 
a  stone  from  an  engine  struck  him  dead.^  The 
Christians,  too,  remembering  the  prophecy  of 
the  Lord,  knew  that  the  evil  days  Avere  ap- 
proaching, and  prepared  to  fly  from  the  com- 
ing woe. 

In  the  last  years  of  Nero's  reign  the  war 
broke  out.  The  madness  of  the  Jews,  the  cru- 
elty of  the  Romans,  arrayed  the  two  hostile  races 
against  each  other.  The  Jews  were  at  first  suc- 
cessful in  driving  off  a  Roman  army;  and  Nero, 
who  was  singing  and  acting  before  the  applaud- 
ing audiences  of  Athens,  sent  his  best  com- 
mander, Vespasian,  to  repress  the  insurrection. 
Jerusalem,  meantime,  had  become  an  armed 
fortress,  the  centre  of  rebellion.  Its  priestly 
rulers  made  preparations  for  an  inexpiable  war. 
The  city  was  filled  with  provisions,  arms,  and 
men ;  the  walls  were  strengthened — the  towers 
garrisoned ;  all  Palestine  had  risen  in  revolt ; 
and  skillful  leaders  were  set  over  the  different 
provinces  to  array  the  populace  in  military  or- 
der. It  was  hoped,  it  was  believed,  that  every 
Jew  would  join  the  army,  and  that  the  Romans 
would  be  overwhelmed  by  an  immense  host,  ir- 
resistible in  fanatical  zeal. 

Galilee,  the  most  northern  province,  filled 
with  populous  cities  and  a  warlike  people,  must 
first  meet  the  shock  of  invasion.  ^  It  was  placed 
under  the  command  of  the  historian,  Joseplius. 
A  cloud  of  doubt  will  ever  rest  upon  the  char- 
acter of  this  eminent  writer.  In  his  own  age 
he  was  looked  upon  as  a  traitor,  the  destroyer 
of  his  country,  and  his  most  favorable  com- 
mentators have  admitted  his  feebleness  and  his 
inefficiency  ;^  yet  in  his  own  writings  Josephus 
has  painted  himself  in  such  favorable  colors  as 
to  have  won  the  regard  of  generations  of  read- 
ers. He  was  rich,  high-born,  connected  with 
the  noble  and  priestly  families  of  Jerusalem, 
and  his  learning  and  mental  culture  have  given 
him  a  respectable  place  among  the  inferior  his- 
torians. But  as  a  commander  he  was  singu- 
larly unfortunate.  He  entered  Galilee  com- 
missioned to  raise  an  army  of  one  hundred 
thousand  men ;  he  obtained  only  eight  thou- 
sand. He  aroused  no  enthusiasm  among  the 
warlike  people  ;  his  movements,  were  slow  and 
ineff'ectual.  Vespasian  entered  the  flourishing 
province,  and,  with  terrible  ravages,  sacked  its 
happy  cities  and  filled  its  sacred  landscape  with 
scenes  of  woe.  The  lake  of  Genesareth  was 
dyed  with  blood.  Its  charming  environs,  the 
paradise  of  Palestine,  resounded  with  lamenta- 
tion.* The  Roman  cavalry  swept  over  the 
country,  killing  the  helpless  people.  Josephus 
was  besieged  at^j  Jotopata,  was  beaten,^  was 


1  The  Talmuds  repeat  the  prodigies,  and  show  the 
overwrought  condition  of  the  Jewish  mind.  Nothing 
was  natural— nothing  simple.  Derenbourg,  i.  280  et  seq. 

2  Josephus,  B.  J.,  iii.  3.  3  Id.,  iii.  10. 
4  Raphall,  Post-Bib.  Hist.,  ii.  417. 

*  Josephe,  says  Derenbourg,  1.  41T,  murite  peu  de 


captured,  made  his  peace  with  the  Romans,  and 
lived  and  died  the  companion  and  the  friend 
of  his  country's  destroyers. 

Vespasian  moved  slowly  onward,  destroying 
the  country  as  he  passed.^  He  left  behind  him 
a  bleeding,  half- desolate  waste.  He  swept 
through  Samaria,  and  the  Samaritan  women 
wept  over  their  husbands  and  their  brothers 
slain  on  the  hill  of  Gerizim.  Joppa  and  Ti- 
berias fell.  He  passed  arovmd  Jerusalem,  and 
ravaged  all  Judtea.  Emmaus  and  Jericho, 
Lydda  and  Jamna,  surrendered.  He  killed  ten 
thousand  men  in  the  heart  of  Idumtea  ;  the 
Dead  Sea  echoed  to  the  note  of  the  Roman 
trumpets ;  all  Palestine  had  felt  the  dreadful 
discipline  of  the  Roman  chief.  Two  years  of 
warfare  passed ;  Jerusalem  stood  alone  in  the 
midst  of  its  ruined  country.  At  this  moment 
Nero  was  dead ;  Vitellius  ruled  at  Rome  ;  a  war 
of  succession  followed ;  Rome  was  filled  with 
massacres;  and  at  last  Vespasian  was  pro- 
claimed emperor.  The  impoverished  soldier, 
the  horse-dealer,  the  plebeian,  was  alone  fitted 
to  control  that  mighty  empire  that  reached 
from  the  Jordan  to  the  Thames.  He  left  Ju- 
daja  for  Rome,  and  the  conquest  of  Jerusalem 
was  intrusted  to  a  young  man  of  twenty-seven, 
his  son,  Titus. 

A  cloud  of  horror  now  rested  upon  the  holy 
city.^  Its  condition  resembled  that  of  Paris 
in  the  dreadful  days  of  terror  when  the  prisons 
were  filled  with  the  suspected,  the  scaffbld  ran 
with  blood,  and  robbers  and  miscreants  had 
risen  to  rule  in  the  fatal  despair  that  had  fallen 
upon  its  people.  The  Christian  church  had 
fled  from  the  city,  warned  by  the  prophecies  of 
their  Master,  and  foimd  refuge  in  the  little 
town  of  Pella,  beyond  the  Jordan.  Many  of 
the  wealthy  and  cultivated  Jews  had  also  es- 
caped from  Jerusalem ;  but  their  places  were 
filled  by  a  savage  throng  of  refugees  from  deso- 
late Galilee  and  Judcea,  the  robbers  of  Libanus, 
and  the  zealots  of  the  distant  towns.  John  of 
Giscala  led  the  furious  horde ;  and  a  fierce  as- 
sault was  begun  upon  the  native  citizens,  who 
were  believed  to  have  shared  in  the  treachery 
of  Josephus,  and  to  have  meditated  an  abject 
surrender  to  Rome.  Night  and  day  robberies, 
massacres,  and  civil  war  filled  the  streets  of 
Jerusalem.  The  citizens,  led  by  Ananus,  the 
high-priest,  strove  to  destroy  the  zealots  in  the 
Temple ;  but  on  a  dark  and  stormy  night  a 
throng  of  Idumteans  broke  into  the  city  and 
overwhelmed  the  resistance  of  the  priestly  fac- 
tion. Simon,  another  brave  and  cruel  parti- 
san, entered  Jerusalem  and  garrisoned  the  hill 
of  Zion.^  Between  John  in  the  Temple  and 
Simon  in  the  upper  city  a  constant  warfare 
raged  ;  their  soldiers  fought  madly  with  each 

confiance  pour  ce  qu'il  raconte  de  cette  lutte  supreme 
de  ses  coreligionnaires,  etc. 

1  Raphall,' ii.  428. 

2  The  Talmuds  give  Derenbourg  only  a  few  anec- 
dotes of  the  condition  of  the  city,  i,  280.  Yet  the 
legends  celebrate  the  valor  of  the  Jews,  and  are  all 
on  the  patriot  side,  i.  284.  See  Rabelleau,  Hist,  des 
Hebreux,  ii.  294.  ^  Kabelleau,  v.  301. 
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other  on  the  bridge  that  joined  Mount  Zion 
with  the  Temple ;  and  united  only  in  the  plun- 
der and  massacre  of  the  helpless  citizens,  whom 
they  accused  of  being  inclined  to  peace  with 
Rome.  Day  and  night  the  fighting  went  on ; 
a  ceaseless  lamentation  for  the  dead  resounded 
over  Jerusalem  ;  the  city  was  sacked  and  deso- 
lated by  the  robbers  ;  and  while  Vespasian  was 
sweeping  over  Judasa,^  the  Jews  consumed  their 
strength  in  horrible  excesses  ;  all  preparations 
for  defense  were  neglected  ;  the  stricken  city 
seemed  filled  only  with  raging  madmen. 

The  Passover  drew  near,  and  in  the  first  days 
of  April,  m  the  year  70,  the  Jews  gathered  in 
vast  throngs  at  Jerusalem  to  celebrate  for  the 
last  time  the  most  sacred  festival  of  the  law. 
The  poor  remnants  of  a  fallen  nation,  they  yet 
filled  once  more  the  desecrated  courts  of  the  Tem- 
ple. Still  the  priests  performed  with  sad  mi- 
nuteness the  various  rites ;  still  in  the  midst  of 
the  raging  factions  the  smoke  of  the  burnt-ofi'er- 
ings  arose  from  the  holy  altar,  and  the  psalms 
of  David  resounded  through  the  inner  sanctu- 
ary ;  still  the  countless  worshipers  made  their 
way  through  streets  filled  with  the  dead  and  the 
dying,  and  went  up  to  the  Temple  to  pray.  Still 
John  and  Simon  watched  each  other  from  their 
hostile  hills,  and  with  fierce  forays  terrified  and 
desolated  the  fairest  quarters  of  Jerusalem.  But 
suddenly  their  rivalry  ceased.'  A  common 
danger  united  them  too  late.  Sweeping  along 
the  road  from  Caisarea  appeared  a  band  of  six 
hundred  Roman  cavalry,  the  first  squadron  of 
an  army  of  eighty  thousand  veterans,  and  at 
their  head  rode  Titus,  the  young  heir  of  the 
empire  of  the  world.  At  the  sight,  John  and 
Simon,  conscious  of  their  own  madness,  forgot 
their  enmity  and  entered  into  a  compact  of  mu- 
tual aid.  Cruel,  wicked,  remorseless,  these 
savage  chieftains  were  still  patriots,  and  began 
now  with  heroic  courage  to  provide  for  the  de- 
fense of  Jerusalem.  John  had  nine  thousand 
men  in  the  Temple ;  Simon,  fifteen  thousand  on 
Zion  Hill.  As  Titus  rode  carelessly  along  at 
the  head  of  his  cavalry  a  sudden  sally  was  made, 
and  the  Roman  commander  escaped  with  diffi- 
culty from  the  fury  of  the  Jews. 

Jerusalem  was  renowned  as  the  strongest  of 
ancient  cities.^  Two  impassable  valleys  near- 
ly surrounded  the  hill  of  Zion  and  Mount  Mo- 
riah  ;  on  the  north  a  triple  wall  and  the  castle 
of  Antonia  seemed  to  provide  an  easy  means 
of  defense.  The  city  was  filled  with  munitions 
of  war,  and  food  was  at  first  abundant.  The 
Jews,  in  their  last  struggle,  showed  all  the 
chivalry  of  the  Semitic  race ;  they  fought  with 
unrivaled  courage ;  they  suffered  Avith  uncon- 

1  Tacitus,  H.,  v.  10.  Intra  duas  restates  cuncta 
camporum,  omnesque  prater  Hierosolyma  urbes. 
The  account  of  Tacitus  is  only  a  fragment. 

2  Josephus  has  described  with  minuteness,  Tacitus 
with  a  few  brief  touches  of  genius,  the  opening  of  the 
wonderful  siege ;  but  the  narrative  of  the  Roman  leaves 
a  clearer  impression  than  that  of  the  Jew.  Tacitus, 
Hist.,  V. 

3  Tacitus,  V.  11.  Sed  urbem,  arduara  situ,  opera  mc- 
lesqne  firmaveruut. 


querable  patience;  priests,  warriors,  people, 
showed  their  proud  contempt  of  death,  their 
unchanging  devotion  to  their  country,  their  faith 
in  the  ritual  and  the  law.  They  fell  by  thou- 
sands in  fierce  sallies,  often  successful;  they 
inflicted  terrible  losses  on  the  foe ;  they  were 
always  happy  in  death  when  their  enemy  died 
with  them.  Yet  Titus,  with  his  well-trained 
legions,  made  constant  progress.  He  soon  broke 
;  down  the  outer  walls,  and  burned  or  pillaged  all 
the  lower  portion  of  the  city.  Often  the  learned 
Josephus  was  sent  to  address  his  countrymen 
from  the  Roman  works,  offering  them  pardon 
and  life  if  they  -would  surrender;  always  the 
suffering  garrison  refused  to  listen  to  the  traitor. 
They  shot  at  him  with  their  arrows.  At  last 
an  enemy  appeared  within  the  city  more  dread- 
ful than  the  Romans.  Titus  had  raised  around 
Jerusalem  a  long  wall  that  shut  out  all  exterior 
aid,  and  famine  raged  in  the  homes  of  the  rich 
and  the  poor.^  The  summer  of  the  year  70 
passed  in  horror  over  the  ruined  city.  As  the 
hot  sun  beat  on  its  pestilential  streets,  as  vege- 
tation withered,  and  only  the  gray  and  dusty 
olive  lived  in  tlie  torrid  heat,  men,  women, 
children  died  in  their  stately  houses ;  and  rob- 
bers, fierce  and  starving,  snatched  the  last  loaf 
from  the  heartli  of  the  poor.  The  woes  of  Je- 
rusalem seemed  to  Josephus  to  have  surpassed 
those  of  every  other  city ;  the  terrors  of  the 
siege  awoke  a  thrill  of  pity  in  his  vain  and  self- 
ish breast.  Yet  happier,  perhaps,  the  Jews  who 
died  witli  simple  faith  for  their  God  and  their 
country  than  the  stately  historian,  the  friend  of 
an  emperor,  who  wrote  in  a  Roman  palace^  an 
unsympathizing  narrative  of  their  woes. 

Then  came  that  saddest  of  all  their  sorrows, 
which  has  never  yet  faded  from  the  memory  of 
the  Jews.  In  the  absence  of  all  grosser  forms 
of  idolatry,  the  chosen  people  had  learned  to 
look  upon  their  Temple,  its  pyramid  of  terraces, 
its  golden  gates,  its  glittering  shrine,  almost  as 
the  heathen  looked  upon  his  brazen  gods.  It 
was  their  idol,  and  the  centre  of  tlieir  hopes. 
The  Temple  of  the  Most  High^  had  been  sung 
in  immortal  lyrics  by  their  regal  poet ;  the  sanc- 
tity of  tlie  courts  of  the  Lord,  the  future  splen- 
dors of  the  Holy  House,  had  been  the  theme  of 
his  perpetual  meditation.  The  nation  was  filled 
with  the  enthusiasm  of  its  inspired  bard.  In 
all  his  wanderings  at  Alexandria,  Athens,  or 
Rome  the  impassioned  Jew  ever  kept  in  his 
memory  the  glory  of  his  native  shrine,  and  hast- 
ened w^ith  devout  enthusiasm  to  the  paschal 
feast.  To  him  the  Temple  was  the  light  of  the 
world,  the  Zion  of  his  wearv  soul.*  In  the  sea- 
son  of  fruit,  the  month  of  Ab,  the  irreparable 

I  1  See  Jost,  Allgemeine  Geschichte  des  Israelitischeu 
Volkes,  ii.  99. 

I  2  Josephus  probably  composed  his  dull  speeches 
long  after  the  event  in  his  splendid  residence  at 
Rome. 

\  3  David's  solicitude  for  the  building  of  the  Temple 
!  is  told  by  Josephus,  Ant. 

I    *  Jost,  Allgemeine  Gesch.  des  Israel.  Volkes.  Der 
hochgefeierte  Sitz — von  vielon  Fremdeu  bewuudert, 
:  geehrt,  bereichert,  etc.,  ii.  100, 
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woe  fell  upon  the  children  of  Israel.  Titus  had 
pressed  on  his  slow  approaches  all  through  the 
summer.  He  heard  with  no  compunction  of 
the  horrors  within  the  city.  When  he  was  told 
that  Mary,  the  wealthy  matron,  had  cooked  and 
perhaps  devoured  her  own  infant,  he  appealed 
to  God  that  he  was  innocent  of  the  dreadful 
deed.  His  engineers  made  their  way  into  the 
castle  of  Antonia;  he  prepared  to  storm  the 
Temple.  He  knew  that  around  it  centred  the 
fanaticism  of  the  Jews,  and  he  gave  orders  for 
its  destruction.^  A  general  assault  was  made. 
John  of  Giscala,  the  patriots,  and  the  priests, 
fought  with  terrible  resolution  in  its  defense ; 
the  skillful  Romans,  under  the  eye  of  Titus, 
forced  their  way  into  the  sacred  courts ;  they 
climbed  terrace  after  terrace,  where  the  pave- 
ments were  thickly  strewn  with  the  dying  and 
the  dead  ;  a  soldier  threw  a  blazing  torch  into  an 
open  window  of  the  Holy  House ;  the  priceless 
veils,  the  cedar  beams,  the  gilded  ornaments, 
blazed  forth  in  a  wild  conflagration  ;  the  priests 
killed  themselves  before  the  altar;  and  theTem- 
])le  of  the  Most  High  was  consumed  to  ashes. 
A  wail  broke  from  the  hapless  Jews  more  sad 
than  any  their  own  sorrows  had  ever  occasion- 
ed. It  was  repeated  in  desolate  Galilee  and 
wild  Judaea ;  in  the  distant  synagogues  of  Al- 
exandria and  Rome.  It  has  never  ceased :  it 
still  breaks  forth  from  every  Jewish  heart ;  and 
the  most  touching  spectacle  of  modern  Jerusa- 
lem is  that  of  the  cowering  Israelites  amidst  the 
brutality  of  Turkish  soldiers  and  the  mockeries 
of  Armenian  boys,  wailing  over  the  crumbling 
foundations  of  what  was  once  the  most  hallowed 
of  earthly  shrines. 

Titus  hastened  on  the  labors  of  destruction. 
Mount  Moriah  was  already  a  scene  of  ruin  and 
death.  Next  the  Roman  engines  shattered  the 
walls  of  Mount  Zion,  and  the  palaces  and  fine 
mansions  of  the  hill  of  David  were  given  to  the 
flames.^  No  more  were  peace  and  prosperity 
to  reign  within  her  walls ;  never  again  was  the 
holy  hill  to  rejoice  in  the  consciousness  of  her 
freedom.  The  most  dreadful  cruelties  were  in- 
flicted by  Titus  and  his  remorseless  legions :  the 
Jews  were  slaughtered  like  some  hated  reptile, 
and  the  gentiles  repaid  the  isolated  pride  of 
Israel  by  one  of  the  most  brutal  massacres  that 
mark  the  annals  of  war.  One  million  Jews,  it 
is  stated,  perished  in  the  siege  of  the  city — a 
number  that  can  not  bear  a  careful  criticism.^ 
But  still  worse  than  death  was  the  fate  of  the 
living.  Ninety -seven  thousand  prisoners  fell 
into  the  hands  of  Titus.  Of  these  some  were 
cultivated  and  accomplished  priests,  some  pure 
and  spotless  patriots,  some  industrious  artisans, 
some  fair  and  virtuous  women,  some  robbers 
and  miscreants,  deformed  with  crime.  Their 
fate  was  the  same.    Many  were  sent  to  labor 


1  The  Talmuds  say  that  Titus  gave  orders  to  burn 
the  Te|^ple,  Derenbourg,  i.  289,  and  refute  the  account 
of  Josephus,  that  he  wished  to  save  it. 

2  Josephus,  vi.  8. 

3  Jost,  All.  Ges.  Is.,  ii.  100.  Uud  97,000  (was  wohl 
glaublich)  zu  Gefaugeneu  geraacht  worden. 


in  the  mines  of  Upper  Egypt ;  many  were  forced 
to  fight  with  wild  beasts  in  the  ampitheatres  of 
the  two  Caisareas ;  one  of  the  fairest  and  no- 
blest women  of  Jerusalem  was  seen,  in  her  hun- 
ger, struggling  to  gather  the  grains  of  corn  that 
fell  beneath  the  horses'  feet  of  the  Roman  sol- 
diers ;  another  was  fastened  by  her  hair  to  a 
horse's  tail,  and  dragged,  in  that  condition, 
from  Jerusalem  to  Lydda.^  The  needless  bar- 
barities of  Titus  are  perpetuated  in  the  Tal- 
muds. 

Yet  Titus,  the  destroyer  of  Jerusalem,  has 
been  painted  by  his  countrymen  and  by  Josephus 
as  the  mildest  and  the  purest  of  men.  He  was 
called  the  love,  the  delight  of  the  human  race.^ 
He  was  almost  a  Christian  in  benevolence,  al- 
most a  philosopher  in  self-control.  But  his- 
tory has  at  length  reasserted  its  verity,  and  Ti- 
tus stands  before  us  one  of  those  half-savage 
monsters  who  revel  in  bloodshed  and  crime,  and 
have  yet  moments  of  transitory  penitence.  His 
early  youth  was  corrupt  and  shameless ;  his 
later  life  sliowed  little  change  ;  he  was  the  chief 
instrument  in  the  horrible  massacres  of  Jerusa- 
lem ;  he  was  merciful  or  pure  only  in  contrast 
with  a  Caligula  or  a  Nero.  Nor  is  it  wonderful 
that  the  Talmuds  paint  with  revengeful  bitter- 
ness the  coarse  malignity  of  the  conqueror  of 
Jerusalem,  and  that  the  Jewish  writers  have 
never  ceased  to  denounce  as  false  and  traitor- 
ous the  pleasing  portrait  of  Titus  left  by  the 
unpatriotic  Josephus.^ 

Over  the  smoking  ruins  of  Jerusalem  the  Ro- 
man soldiers  passed  more  than  once,  destroyin*^ 
what  remained  of  its  former  splendor.  It  is 
probable  that  few  houses  were  left  standing. 
Only  two  or  three  towers,  it  is  said,  Avcre  pre- 
served. The  day  of  wrath,  foretold  by  the  Mas- 
ter, had  fallen  upon  Zion  ;  if  the  Christians  had 
retained  the  sentiment  of  vengeance,  they  might 
have  exulted  in  the  fate  of  their  persecutors. 
The  haughty  priests,  who  had  pursued  Paul  with 
persevering  malignity,  had  died  by  the  assas- 
sin's hand  or  in  the  amphitheatre  of  Csesarea. 
The  Sadducees,  the  murderers  of  James  the 
Just,  were  robbed  of  their  vast  possessions,  and 
had  fallen  by  famine  or  the  sword.  Of  all  the 
great  throng  that  a  few  years  before  had  assail- 
ed the  venerable  Paul  in  the  Temple  courts,  or 
rejoiced  in  the  torture  of  James,  only  a  few 
wretched  fugitives  remained.  But  the  Chris- 
tian church,  still  in  its  apostolic  purity,  felt  only 
a  tender  sympathy  for  the  general  woe.  It  is 
not  possible  that  every  Christian  could  have 
made  a  timely  escape  from  the  city ;  it  is  not 
unlikely  that  many  of  the  faithful  perished  in 
its  dreadful  doom.  The  church  wept  over  the 
fate  of  its  less  fortunate  members,  over  the  woes 
of  its  country,  the  desolation  of  Judaea.  When 
the  storm  had  pass6d  away  a  solemn  congrega- 


1  Dereubourg,  i.  290-293. 

2  Suetonius;  Flavius,  i. 

3  Dereubourg,  i.  289.  The  learning  and  accuracy  of 
this  writer  promise  extensive  progress  in  Jewish  his- 
tory. The  story  of  the  Hebrews  has  not  yet  found  its 
successful  narrator. 
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tion  -was  held  of  all  the  faithful.  The  apostles 
that  still  survived,  the  disciples,  and  nearly  all 
the  members  of  the  family  of  the  Lord,  assem- 
bled to  elect  an  elder  in  the  place  of  James  the 
Just.  Simeon,  the  cousin,  perhaps  the  brother, 
of  Christ,  was  chosen  by  a  unanimous  vote.^ 
The  church  of  Jerusalem  still  survived  in  pov- 
erty, humility,  persecution ;  and  when  the  fu- 
gitive Jews  once  more  ventured  to  return  to 
their  ruined  city,  the  Christians  probably  fol- 
lowed them.  Once  more  the  hill  of  Zion  may 
have  resounded  with  songs  of  praise,  and  Chris- 
tian and  Jew  have  wept  together  over  the  des- 
olation of  Mount  Moriah. 

Simeon,  whether  at  Fella  or  in  Jerusalem, 
ruled  over  the  church  for  thirty  years.  ^  It  is 
the  most  obscure,  it  was  no  doubt  the  most  act- 
ive, period  after  the  fall  of  the  city.  The  sur- 
viving apostles  had  wandered  away  on  their 
various  missions  ;  Andrew  was  piercing  the  ' 
wilds  of  Scythia ;  Thomas  penetrating  the  In-  I 
dian  shores.  The  daughters  of  Pliilij)  prophe-  ' 
sied  at  Hierapolis,  and  the  sons  and  daughters 
of  St.  Peter  were  emulating  the  virtues  of  their 
father.^  St.  John  was  at  Ephesus  or  in  exile, 
and  his  inspired  visions  began  to  be  read  in  the 
churches.  All  over  the  world  we  can  trace  the 
career  of  the  undistinguished  Christians  by  the 
swift  decline  of  the  imperial  faith,  the  violence 
of  the  persecutions,  the  countless  talcs  of  martyr- 
dom.* In  no  later  period  of  history  has  so  vig- 
orous a  tendency  toward  reform  been  witnessed 
among  mankind.  From  the  church  at  Jeru- 
salem flowed  over  the  world  a  wave  of  purity. 
The  gifted  missionaries,  successors  of  the  apos- 
tles, but  clad  in  poverty  and  humility,  preach- 
ed in  every  city  and  village  a  spiritual  re- 
finement, an  ideal  virtue.  "Be  honest,  be 
virtuous,"^  they  cried,  with  the  pastor  of  Her- 
mas.  "Be  simple  and  guileless,  and  speak  no 
evil."  With  Clement  of  Rome,  they  professed 
a  saintly  humility;^  the  way  of  tlie  world  was 
to  them,  as  to  Barnabas^  a  way  of  darkness, 
leading  to  arrogance  and  hypocrisy,  sensuality 
and  crime.' 

The  gentle  voice  from  fallen  Jerusalem 
touched  the  heart  of  nations.  City  after  city 
fell  captive  to  the  spell.  Antioch  and  Ephesus, 
Alexandria  and  Rome,  learned  to  look  to  the 
ruined  capital,  once  so  hated  and  contemned,  as 
the  only  source  of  hope  and  joy.  During  the 
first  century  after  the  destruction  of  its  early 
seat  the  church  of  Jerusalem  spread  over  the 
world,  and  retained,  in  all  its  purity,  the  apos- 
tolic spirit  of  its  founders.  It  was  the  light  of 
the.  decaying  age.    The  apostolic  choir,  says 

1  Eusebius,  H.  E.,  iii.  11.  2  39 

3  Id.,  iii.  30. 

*  The  Pastor  of  Hermas,  the  Pilgrim's  Progress  of 
the  second  century,  throws  light  on  the  purity  of  the 
church.  See  Migne,  Pat.  Grjec,  ii.  p,  910.  The  first 
commaud  enforces  the  unity  of  God. 

5  Migne,  Pat.  Grsec,  ii.  p.  922. 

6  First  Epistle  of  Clement,  c.  17. 
'  See  Epistle  of  Barnabas,  c.  20. 


Hegesippus,  overshadowed  it  with  their  grace.* 
Then  came  a  period  of  decline.  Paganism 
mingled  with  the  simple  ritual  of  the  church 
its  coarse  and  formal  observances.  The  swing- 
ing censers,  the  processions  of  gay-robed  priests, 
the  peal  of  barbaric  music,  supplied  the  place 
of  the  hymns  and  prayers  of  the  church  of 
Paul  and  James  the  Just.  Images,  once  the 
abhorrence  of  all  believers,  were  first  tolerated, 
then  adored.  The  saints  and  the  gentle  Mary 
were  made  to  fill  the  place  of  the  Penates  or 
Artemis.  Presbyters  were  converted  into  bish- 
ops ;  the  rival  sees  contended  for  the  supremacy ; 
the  bishop  of  Rome  became  the  ruler  of  the 
Western  world.  A  tyrannical  formalism,  the 
image  of  that  against  which  Paul  had  contend- 
ed at  Rome,  and  Stephen  at  Jerusalem,  ruled 
over  Christendom  ;  the  Roman  church  began 
a  perpetual  persecution,  more  terrible,  because 
more  lasting,  than  that  of  Nero  or  Domitian ; 
the  church  of  Jerusalem  seemed  to  live  only 
amidst  the  humble  and  the  poor,  and  in  the  dy- 
iiig  visions  of  some  inspired  martyr — a  Jerome 
or  a  Huss. 

When  the  city  had  sunk  to  ashes,  and  Mount 
^[oriah  rose  discrowned  and  desolate,  an  image 
of  the  broken  law,  the  gentle  saint  in  Patmos 
had  painted  a  new  Jerusalem  in  the  skies.  A 
fairer  temple  arose  not  made  with  hands ;  a 
golden  city  shone  above,  where,  at  the  per- 
petual paschal  feast,  the  countless  generations 
of  the  hallowed  dead  gathered  in  its  spiritual 
courts.  There  the  fimcy  of  St.  John  lavished 
all  its  wealth  ;  there  the  streets  of  the  holy  city 
were  paved  with  gold,  and  all  its  bulwarks  glit- 
tered with  precious  stones ;  there  met  that  sa- 
cred company  with  whom  he  had  loved  to  min- 
gle on  earth  ;  there  a  perpetual  peace  filled  the 
walls  of  Zion ;  there  the  veil  was  withdrawn  from 
the  Holy  of  Holies  ;  and  the  redeemed  dwelt  in 
the  presence  of  the  Most  High.  Amidst  the  cor- 
ruptions of  later  ages,  the  degradation  of  the 
faith,  the  church  of  Jerusalem  seemed  only  a 
vision  of  the  past. 

Then  once  more  the  ideal  beauty  of  the  early 
church  dawned  upon  mankind.  That  graceful 
virgin,  spotless  and  refined,  who  had  shone  in 
the  Pastor  of  Hermas,  and  gladdened  the  fancy 
of  St.  John,  broke  from  the  spells  of  the  en- 
chanters, and  put  to  flight  the  rabble  rout  of 
Comus.  Dissolute  churchmen  and  barbarous 
priests  strove  in  vain  to  bind  anew  their  cap- 
tive ;  the  church  was  free!  The  successors 
of  Paul  and  James,  hidden  for  so  many  ages 
among  the  Vaudois  and  the  Waldenses,  the 
Lollards,  the  Paulicians,  came  forth  at  the  call 
of  Wycliff"e,  Huss,  and  Luther.  The  church 
of  Jerusalem,  simple,  lowly,  pure,  became  once 
more  the  centre  of  a  wide  reform  ;  the  church 
I  of  Rome  retreated  step  by  step,  imtil  at  last  it 
cowers,  fallen  but  not  repentant,  beneath  the 
pagan  magnificence  of  St.  Peter's. 

_  . 

1  Eusebius,  H.  E.,  iii.  32. 
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WHAT  a  little  paradise  that  was  between 
the  long  row  of  poplars  and  the  bushy, 
glistening  evergreens !  It  stood  with  its  back 
to  a  hill  and  its  face  to  a  fair,  shining,  sloping 
lawn,  that  in  turn  looked  into  the  depths  of  one 
of  the  prettiest  copses  in  England.  It  was  a 
house,  and  it  was  to  let,  this  paradisaical  dwell- 
ing ;  and  being  so  charmingly  situated,  its  well- 
wishers  were  justified  in  thinking  that  it  would 
let  well. 

Perhaps  it  could  hardly  be  described  con- 
scientiously as  a  commodious  house.  It  was 
rife  with  the  oddest  and  most  picturesque  of 
nooks  and  corners ;  but  then,  these  nooks  and 
corners,  from  the  utility  point  of  view,  were  val- 
ueless. It  had  a  sloping  thatched  roof  and  a 
tiny  veranda,  against  which  things  innumerable, 
from  ear-Avigs  to  clematis,  crept ;  and  it  had  a 
winding  path  down  to  the  river-side,  and  a  cro- 
quet-ground, and  other  things  of  the  like  sort 
that  made  it  seem  to  the  eyes  of  youth  a  most 
desirable  abode. 

"It  was  the  very  spot  in  which  a  poet  or  a 
painter  oughts  to  pass  his  honey-moon,"  passers- 
by  who  caught  glimpses  of  it  from  the  road 
said — if  they  did  not  say  that  it  ought  to  be 
tenanted  by  a  young  lady  whose  means  were 
independent  and  whose  health  was  failing.  And 
then,  having  given  vent  to  this  remark,  they 
would  go  on  to  add  that  they  supposed  the 
coachman  could  tell  them  who  lived  there? 
and  as  a  rule  he  would  reply,  "No  great 
shakes." 

"What,  a  common  person!"  the  inquiring 
mind  would  go  on  to  question  (be  it  understood 
at  once  that  inquiring  minds  in  peripatetic  bod- 
ies only  passed  by  Helmsleigh  on  the  coach),  and 
the  reply  would  boom  forth  sonorously,  "  Not 
a  common  person  exactly" — he  (the  coachman) 
would  be  cautious  how  he  called  her  that — "  but 
a.  queer  customer!  a  very  queer  customer!" 
Then,  probably,  the  coach  would  roll  on,  and 
the  quaint  cottage  at  Helmsleigh  and  its  queer 
customer  of  an  inhabitant  would  fade  from 
the  minds  of  both  the  coached  and  the  coach- 
man. 

She  was  only  a  care-taker.  Has  it  not  been 
told  that  Helmsleigh,  as  the  little  place  was 
called,  was  to  let?  and  until  it  was  let  the 
agent,  on  behalf  of  the  landlord,  elected  to 
declare  himself  much  pleased  with  the  person 
in  charge.  She  had  flashed  upon  that  agent  in 
a  startling  way,  and  had  surprised  him  out  of 
the  small  piece  of  patronage.  Nevertheless  he 
had  never  repented  having  given  it,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  had  cited  her  to  other  keepers  of  un- 
let houses  as  a  model  worthy  of  imitation. 

She  was  only  a  care-taker ;  only  a  vassal ; 
only  a  hired  servant  put  in  that  place  to  vaunt 
the  merits  of  it,  and  to  show  the  strangers  round 
with  civility  who  came  out  of  curiosity  to  see  it 
— and  her.  For  all  unconsciously,  and  very 
much  against  her  will,  she  had  acquired  a  local 
celebrity,  and  the  pretty  care-taker  at  Helms- 


leigh was  one  of  the  objects  of  interest  men- 
tioned to  tourists  in  those  regions. 

The  manner  of  her  dawning  upon  that  neigh- 
borhood was  thus  :  The  old  master  of  Helms- 
leigh Cottage  (who  was  a  younger  scion  of  the 
big  stock  that  ruled  up  at  Helmsleigh  House) 
had  died,  leaving  his  only  son  "  lord  of  himself,* 
that  heritage  of  woe,"  at  the  age  of  twenty-two. 
The  young  man,  Raymond  Helmsleigh,  had 
forthwith  taken  a  first-class  ticket  by  express 
train  to  the  dogs,  in  the  estimation  of  all  his 
sober-minded  neighbors.  That  is  to  say,  he 
had  run  the  gauntlet  of  an  adjacent  garrison- 
town  billiard  and  ball  room  ;  and  from  the  for- 
mer he  had  come  home  shorn  of  his  money,  and 
from  the  latter  of  his  heart. 

It  was  a  disgusting  thing,  in  the  eyes  of  the 
mothers  of  marriageable  daughters  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Helmsleigh,  to  say  nothing  of  the  daugh- 
ters themselves,  when  Eaymond  fell  a  palpable 
victim  to  a  stranger.  A  young  lady,  a  tempo- 
rary resident  in  the  town — she  described  herself 
as  an  artist,  and  was  described  by  other  people 
as  Ileaven-knows-who,  from  Heaven-knows- 
svhere — waltzed  Raymond  out  of  all  regard  for 
the  unities,  and  into  an  ofier  of  marriage,  one 
night.  Every  one  present,  noticing  the  state 
of  things,  denounced  her  as  designing,  and  him 
as  infatuated.  Their  judgment  was  shaken  the 
following  day,  when  it  got  noised  abroad  that 
Miss  Babbington  had  refused  him  I 

"It  is  only  a  feint,  to  make  him  the  more 
eager,"  one  outraged  local  maternal  parent  ob- 
served. 

"It  is  only  because  she  is  probably  married 
already,"  another  hissed ;  and  a  third  remarked, 
with  that  air  of  bitter  preparation  for  the  worst 
which  obtains  so  largely  among  that  respecta- 
ble but  unpleasant  class  who  dub  themselves 
Bible  Christians,  "Even  she  shrinks  from  the 
punishment  that  awaits  a  bigamist."  Still, 
after  all  these  things  were  said,  nothing 
remained  but  the  fact  —  the  stranger,  Miss 
Babbington,  had  refused  Raymond  Helms- 
leigh. 

She  had  come  quite  alone  to  that  little,  gos- 
siping, scandalous  place ;  had  come  there  quite 
alone,  to  do  what  it  is  so  hard  for  a  young 
woman  to  do  in  England — earn  her  living  re- 
spectably. If  a  girl's  father  and  mother  have 
died  leaving  her  poor  and  unprovided  for,  peo- 
ple are  apt  to  regard  her,  not  exactly  as  guilty, 
but  as  ready  and  willing  to  be  guilty  as  soon  as 
am  opportunity  offers.  Miss  Babbington  was  so 
regarded  ;  but  Miss  Babbington  had  not  justi- 
fied this  regard  as  yet. 

Poor,  unprotected,  and  pretty.  These  were 
the  odds  which  were  against  Miss  Babbington 
when  her  match  against  the  world  came  off  in 
Helmsleigh.  There  were  many  who  could  have 
forgiven  her  for  being  poor.  There  were  many 
more  who  would  never  have  given  a  second 
thought  to  her  being  unprotected.  But  when 
it  was  seen  what  a  fatal  effect  her  prettiness  had 
on  Raymond  Helmsleigh,  they  ("they"  in  this 
case  representing  a  section  of  the  neighborhood) 
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cried  aloud  for  justice  and  no  mercy  on  the  in- 

terloi)er.  . 

Now  the  story  shall  be  told  from  her  side— 
from  her  point  of  view. 

Eui)heniia,  or  Eftie  Babbington,  as  she  had 
been  always  called  by  her  friends,  found  her- 
'self  at  Lufton,  the  garrison -town  nearest  to 
Helmsleigh,  one  morning  under  the  following 
circumstances. 

She  had  answered  an  advertisement  which 
had  appeared  in  one  of  the  most  respectable  of 
our  metropolitan  daily  papers  "for  a  companion 
to  an  elderly  lady."  The  advertiser  requested 
that  all  applications  should  be  made  in  person 
to  "Mrs.  Holly,  Lufton.  Terms  liberal.  The 
highest  references  given  and  required."  This 
was  the  advertisement.  Effie  Babbington,  in 
want  of  a  home,  answered  it  "in  person,"  as 
requested,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  finding 
out  that  it  was  a  hoax,  a  practical  joke,  perpe- 
trated by  some  idle  young  ruffian,  who  cared 
not  how  many  honest  women  he  defrauded  of 
their  time,  provided  this,  the  most  facetious 
combination  of  circumstances  he  could  imagine, 
could  be  effected. 

Our  story  has  nothing  to  do  with  him — one 
does  not,  by  preference,  chronicle  the  doings  of 
a  fool — but  we  will  follow  Effie's  fortunes  from 
the  moment  the  truth  dawned  upon  her  that 
the  situation  and  the  elderly  lady  were  alike  in- 
tangibilities. She  had  expended  nearly  every 
pound  she  was  possessed  of  in  the  world  in  this 
journey,  only  to  find  her  money  and  her  time 
wasted.  As  she  stood  in  the  High  Street  of 
Lufton,  after  listening  to  the  postmaster's  assur- 
ance that  no  such  person  as  Mrs.  Holly  existed 
in  Lufton,  the  girl  felt  very  desperate.  It  was 
of  no  use,  she  told  herself,  going  back  from 
whence  she  came — London  had  been  only  a 
hard,  big,  barren  wilderness  to  her.  It  was  no 
use  standing  still  and  lamenting.  Quiescence 
is  only  a  virtue  when  well-to-do  friends  are 
standing  by  to  help  the  quiescent.  "  It  was  no 
use  doing  any  thing,"  she  was  almost  thinking, 
in  her  despair,  when  her  eyes  fell  upon  the 
largely  placarded  notice  of  a  ball  at  the  Luf- 
ton Asscmbly-Rooms,  to  take  place  that  very 
night. 

"I  will  go,  and  see  if  any  one  will  be  pitiful 
enough  to  believe  me  and  help  me  to  find  em- 
ployment and  a  home,"  she  thought.  And  so 
she  went  back  to  the  inn  where  she  had  left  her 
boxes  when  she  went  out  to  seek  for  Mrs.  Holly, 
and  un])acked  an  evening  dress,  in  which,  when 
the  time  came,  she  arrayed  herself,  and  went  to 
the  ball.  She  described  herself  to  the  ticket- 
taker  as  an  "artist  about  to  settle  in  the  town;" 
and  she  fervently  hoped  that  she  looked  older 
tlian  her  age,  in  order  that  the  respectable  ma- 
trons of  Lufton  might  think  it  no  crime  in  her 
to  dare  to  aspire  to  teach  the  rudiments  of 
drawing  to  their  daughters. 

She  was  two  or  three  and  twenty  at  this  time, 
looking  younger  than  her  years,  by  reason  of 
the  exceeding  fairness  of  her  hair  and  complex- 
ion, and  the  exceeding  lightness  and  slender- 


ness  of  her  figure.  A  pretty  girl,  with  sweet, 
thoughtful  blue  eyes,  and  a  delicately-cut  mouth 
that  could  look  veiy  sorrowful.  When  she  en- 
tered that  little  country  town  ball-room  alone, 
in  a  quiet,  exquisitely-made  black  dress,  she 
caused  a  sensation.  But  the  sensation  caused 
by  her  distinguished  appearance  among  the  men 
was  as  nothing  compared  to  that  caused  by  her 
audacity  among  the  women. 

Two  or  three  of  the  more  particular  and  pug- 
nacious of  the  lady-patronesses  gathered  them- 
selves together  and  determined  to  demand  an 
explanation.  And  she,  seeing  this,  advanced 
upon  them,  hoping  to  disarm  them  by  her  sweet- 
ness and  veracity,  and  told  the  story  of  the  hoax. 
"  She  should  stay  in  Lufton,  she  thought"  (here 
her  voice  faltered,  and  they  put  her  down  in 
their  own  minds  as  more  depraved  than  they 
had  believed  while  she  had  only  smiled),  "and 
try  to  win  her  Avay ;  she  was  veiT  friendless,  very 
poor,  very  anxious  to  work.  Would  they  help 
her?" 

Would  they  help  her !  There  was  small 
promise  of  help  in  the  averted  eyes  and  the 
hard  tones  of  the  self-constituted  jury  of  British 
matrons  who  were  sitting  upon  her  case.  "  Un- 
der the  circumstances,"  the  forewoman  of  the 
conclave  told  her,  "  it  spoke  little  for  her  judg- 
ment and  taste  to  have  forced  herself  into  their 
ball-room.  Why  had  she  not  waited,  and  made 
her  desire  for  respectable  employment  known  in 
a  more  unassuming  manner  ?  As  she  had  ob- 
truded herself  she  must  abide  the  issue."  With 
those  comforting  words  the  jury  broke  up,  the 
spokeswoman  brushing  her  garments  aside  so 
that  they  might  not  be  contaminated  by  con- 
tact with  Effie's.  "If  I  had  waited  I  might 
have  starved,"  that  presumptuous  young  person 
said  as  they  left  her ;  but  she  spoke  in  a  very 
low,  broken  voice,  and  perhaps  they  did  not 
hear  her. 

Nightly  in  hundreds  of  ball-rooms,  in  some 
or  other  gay  haunt  of  humanity,  sufi^ering, 
heart-stricken,  desperate,  hopeless  women  must 
be  footing  it  with  apparent  ease  and  blitheness. 
But  perhaps  not  one  more  hopeless  and  despe- 
rate than  Effie  ever  belied  her  heart  by  her  man- 
ner. For  just  two  or  three  hours  she  would 
stay,  and  seem  to  have  a  place,  however  poor, 
in  life's  gayeties,  she  thought.  Then  she  would 
go  out — where  ? 

But  before  those  two  or  three  hours  were 
over  things  had  assumed  a  diff'erent  aspect. 
Raymond  Helmsleigh  waltzed  with  her,  saw 
her  beautiful,  found  her  charming,  and  felt  him- 
self frantically  desirous  of  seeing  more — a  great 
deal  more  of  her,  all  in  a  minute.  She  told 
him  briefly  and  truthfully  the  tale  of  why  she 
was  there.  And  he  grew  furious  with  the  fool- 
ish author  of  the  hoax,  and  sanguine  as  to  the 
success  of  her  scheme  of  setting  up  in  Lufton 
as  a  drawing  mistress.  "  All  the  Helmsleigh 
interest  should  be  hers,"  he  assured  her.  Then 
he  went  on  to  tell  her  that  he  wasn't  much  him- 
self, but  that  his  cousin,  Philip  Helmsleigh,  up 
at  the  House,  was  an  awful  county  swell.  And 
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Effie  listened  gratefully,  and  smiled  upon  him 
sweetly. 

Before  the  evening  was  over  the  young  man 
had  asked  her  to  be  his  wife — had  asked  the 
strange  woman,  whom  every  other  woman  in 
the  room  was  pronouncing  to  be  an  adventur- 
ess, to  be  "Mrs.  Helmsleigh."  In  that  offer 
(since  she  did  not,  could  not  accept  it)  he 
wrought  her  local  destruction.  They  could  not 
forgive  him  for  having  proposed,  nor  her  for 
having  refused  his  proposal.  As  soon  as  his 
infatuation  became  known  it  was  manifest  that 
Miss  Babbington  might  starve  fifty  times  over, 
if  possible,  for  any  assistance  that  the  matrons 
of  Lufton  would  render  her. 

Feeling  herself  outraged,  injured,  maligned, 
unjustly  dealt  with,  and  disliked  without  any 
cause,  incensed  the  girl  out  of  all  prudent  judg- 
ment. In  her  heat  she  vowed  that  she  would 
stay  there,  no  matter  in  how  lowly  a  position 
at  first — stay  there,  and  win  a  higher  place  than 
any  of  the  women  who  had  scouted  her  enjoyed. 
So  when  Raymond  Helmsleigh  went  away  to 
recover  his  spirits,  and  the  cottage  was  to  let, 
she  offered  for  the  situation  of  care-taker,  and 
got  it  too. 

Raymond  Helmsleigh  away  on  his  travels, 
too  indifierent  to  them  all  to  keep  up  a  corre- 
spondence with  any  one  since  the  fatiil  (to  him) 
evening  when  he  had  fallen  in  love  with  the 
pretty  stranger,  had  no  idea  that  the  woman 
he  loved  was  guarding  the  home  he  had  loft. 
She  went  there  immediately  on  obtaining  the 
situation,  and  contrived  to  live  there  in  some 
meagre  way  on  the  salary  that  situation  brought 
her,  and  on  the  proceeds  of  water-color  sketch- 
es of  surrounding  scenery,  which  she  sold  in  the 
adjacent  town.  Scores  of  people  came  to  look 
at  the  cottage,  avowedly  with  a  view  to  taking 
it,  really  in  order  that  they  might  obtain  a 
glimpse  of  the  girl  whose  romantic  story  was 
now  public  local  property.  "  Designing  creat- 
ure !  she's  staying  there  hoping  to  catch  poor 
Raymond  when  he  returns.  Depend  upon  it,  she 
repents  bitterly  enough  that  he  took  her  '  No' 
for  answer."  This  was  said  by  one  of  the  afore- 
mentioned jury  of  matrons  to  Philip  Helms- 
leigh, the  head  of  the  house,  just  returned  from 
a  year's  trip  to  the  tropics  in  search  of  some 
color  wliich  can  only  be  gained  in  those  gorgeous 
haunts  of  nature. 

"Refused  Raymond,  did  she?"  Philip  said, 
surprised.  "She  can't  be  such  a  mere  worth- 
less adventuress  as  you  all  want  to  make  her 
out,  or  the  short  acquaintance  wouldn't  have 
stood  in  her  way,  and  she  would  have  taken 
him  Avhile  he  was  in  the  humor."  And  then, 
though  he  said  no  more  about  her,  he  made  up 
his  mind  to  ride  over  to  Helmsleigh  Cottage 
some  fine  day  soon,  and  have  a  look  at  the 
much-abused  occupant  of  it. 

So  the  sun  set  on  the  following  scene  short- 
ly: The  flowers  were  lifting  up  their  heads 
gratefully  to  the  dew  that  was  beginning  to 
fall  after  a  long  sultry  July  day ;  and  on  the 
lawn  one  little  specially  fair  bed  of  delicate  pink 


geraniums,  bordered  with  equally  delicate  blue 
nemophila,  was  receiving  the  contents  of  a  wa- 
tering-pot, which  latter  was  firmly  grasped  in 
the  pretty  little  hand  of  Miss  Babbington,  She 
was  alone,  to  the  best  of  her  belief,  for  the  lit- 
tle charity-school  girl  who  did  the  slight  seiw- 
ice  she  required  had  gone  home,  and,  believing 
herself  to  be  alone,  she  did  what  people  often  do 
under  such  circumstances,  namely,  alternately 
sang  songs  and  talked  to  herself. 

"He  will  return;  I  know  him  well: 
He  will  not  leave  me  here  to  die," 

she  warbled  in  a  way  that  would  have  been 
very  gratifying  to  the  writer  and  composer  of 
that  song.  Then  she  checked  herself,  picked 
away  a  withered  leaf,  and  muttered,  "I  won- 
der when  he  will  return  and  oust  me  from  here! 
I'm  getting  to  like  it,  and  to  feel  at  home ;  so, 
of  course,  I  shall  not  be  let  stay  here  long.  Oh 
dear !  oh  dear !  '  Home !'  I  wonder  if  I  shall 
ever  have  a  real  one, "  Then  she  dropped  speech 
again,  and  sang  a  bar  or  two  of  "  Home,  Sweet 
Home;"  and  then  she  started  back,  exclaim- 
ing, "Good  gracious!  what's  that?"  in  most 
unfeigned  alarm. 

It  was  only  a  strange  gentleman  advancing 
rapidly,  hat  in  hand,  toward  her. 

"Pray  don't  be  alarmed.  Miss  Babbington," 
he  said,  courteously,  and  her  ear  was  greeted 
pleasantly  by  the  smooth,  well-modulated,  well- 
bred  tones  of  his  voice.  "  Pray  don't  be  alarm- 
ed, Miss  Babbington,  I  have  only  just  come 
home,  after  a  long  absence,  or  I  should  have 
done  myself  the  honor  of  calling  on  you  be- 
fore," 

"You  are  laughing  at  me,"  she  said,  simply. 
"Men  in  your  position  don't  call  on  women  in 
mine.  I  am  the  person  in  charge  of  this  house 
until  it  is  let.    Have  you  come  to  see  it  ?" 

He  was  charmed  with  the  sweet  serenity  of 
her  manner — charmed  with  the  proud  humility 
that  would  not  let  her  seem  other  than  she  was 
for  a  moment. 

"I  have  not  come  to  see  it,  for  I  know  it 
well,"  he  said,  quietly.  "I  have  come  to  call 
on  a  lady  whose  independent  spirit  has  won  my 
admiration  and  respect.  I  shall  bring  my  sis- 
ters to  call  on  you  as  soon  as  they  come  down 
from  town.  Meantime  let  me  introduce  my- 
self," and  as  he  spoke  he  handed  her  a  card, 
with  "Philip  Helmsleigh,  Helmsleigh  Hall," 
lithographed  on  it. 

"Mr.  Raymond  Helmsleigh's  cousin?"  she 
said,  looking  up  from  the  card  to  his  face,  with 
her  eyes  sparkling. 

"Yes,  Raymond's  cousin — you  know  him?" 

"I  have  met  him,"  she  said,  laughing  and 
blushing ;  for  she  knew  that  Raymond's  strange 
offer  and  her  stranger  rejection  of  it  could  be 
no  secret  to  this  man, 

"I  know  you  have."  Then  he  said  a  word 
or  two  more  relative  to  his  sisters'  calling  on 
her,  and  presently  took  his  leave  of  her  as  if 
she  had  been  a  duchess. 

She  stood  looking  after  him  rather  wistfully. 
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He  was  so  much  brighter  than  any  thing  that  had 
crossed  her  path  for  many  a  long  day.  "  Ah  ! 
if  it  had  only  been  him  instead  of  his  cousin," 
she  thought;  and  then  she  laughed  tunefully 
at  herself  for  even  daring  to  think  such  a  thing 
of  the  Squire  of  Helmsleigh,  of  the  handsome, 
bright,  clever  young  gentleman  who  '  had  the 
gift  of  courtesy  upon  him  so  strongly  that,  see- 
ing her  for  the  first  time  in  this  humble  guise, 
he  should  discriminate,  and  treat  her  like  the 
gentlewoman  she  was. 

She  did  not  dream  about  him  uninterrupt- 
edly for  any  great  length  of  time.  Rumors 
reached  her  that  his  sisters,  one  of  whom  was 
married,  and  all  of  whom  were  notoriously 
haughty,  had  come  down.  Her  little  hand- 
maiden told  astounding  stories  of  the  beauty 
and  splendor,  and  wealth  and  wonderfulness 
generally  of  the  Misses  Helmsleigh  and  Mrs. 
Waring.  "They  say  Mr.  Raymond  is  to  mar- 
ry one  of  his  cousins — leastways  if  you  don't, 
Miss,"  she  added,  correcting  herself  humbly. 
For  the  story  of  Raymond's  love  for  JNIiss  Bab- 
bington  had  filtered  through  to  a  very  low  round 
of  the  social  ladder.  And  when  Efiie  heard  of 
that  family  arrangement  she  felt  more  anxious 
to  see  Philip  Helmsleigh's  sisters  than  ever. 

Philip  Helmsleigh's  sisters,  meanwhile,  were 
thinking  that  his  trip  to  the  tropics  must  have 
given  him  brain-fever.  When  he  first  told 
them  the  romantic  story  of  Eftie  Babbington, 
they  were  interested  to  the  point  of  saying  they 
"  should  certainly  like  to  go  and  look  at  her — 
not  that  they  believed  that  Raymond  had  been 
such  a  fool."  But  when  their  brother  told 
them  that  their  curiosity  could  be  gratified  very 
easily,  as  he  had  promised  Miss  Babbington 
that  they  should  call  on  her,  their  scornful  sur- 
prise knew  no  bounds,  and  a  well-grounded 
fear  sprung  up  in  their  minds  that  Philip  was 
a  greater  fool  than  Raymond. 

Helmsleigh  Hall  was  their  brother's  proper- 
ty, and  it  was  only  their  home  by  his  good-will 
and  pleasure.  Accordingly  they  had  no  desire 
to  offend  him.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  would 
be  equally  bad  policy  to  suffer  him  to  drift  into 
matrimony  with  any  one  just  yet — more  espe- 
cially with  such  a  one  as  this  girl,  who  had 
"no  antecedents."  It  may  here  be  remarked 
that  poor  penniless  had  never  been  directly 
called  upon  to  render  up  *'her  antecedents," 
and  as  she  never  thought  of  vaunting  them  it 
was  not  known  in  those  regions  how  unexcep- 
tionable they  were.  Her  father  had  been  a 
naval  officer.  Her  mother  the  only  child  of  a 
beneficed  clergyman.  There  was  nothing  for 
poor  Effie  to  shrink  from  when  "her  antece- 
dents" were  on  the  tapis,  save  the  death  of  her 
parents,  and  the  distress  which  had  ensued. 
Nevertheless,  her  cheeks  did  tingle  when  the 
rumor  reached  her  that  the  Misses  Helmsleigh, 
aided  and  abetted  by  their  married  sister,  Mrs. 
Waring,  were  going  "  to  take  strong  measures 
to  stop  their  brother  Philip  disgracing  himself 
by  having  any  thing  more  to  do  with  a  girl  of 
whose  antecedents  they  knew  nothing." 


"  Nothing  more  to  do  with  her  I"  and  he  had 
had  so  little  to  do  with  her  already,  she  thought, 
mournfully.  Just  a  few  calls  from  him,  always 
made  with  perfect  respect  and  with  a  kindly 
motive.  Sometimes  he  had  come  in  company 
with  the  rector  of  the  parish,  who  had  found 
out  that  the  care-taker  at  Helmsleigh  Cottage 
would  be  the  very  person,  of  all  others  in  the 
world  that  he  had  known,  to  whom  he  would 
most  willingly  intrust  the  education  of  his  two 
little  prized  motherless  children.  Sometimes 
Philip  Helmsleigh  had  come  in  this  good  man's 
company,  and  at  other  times  he  had  come  alone. 
But  vulgar  gossip  was  busy  with  Effie's  name 
now ;  and  so  he  grew  more  chary  of  that  pres- 
ence which  was  like  the  sun  to  her — more  chary 
of  that  presence  until  he  could  make  up  his 
mind  as  to  whether  he  would  bestow  it  to  her 
altogether  or  not. 

At  length  there  arose  a  report  in  the  land 
that  Raymond  Helmsleigh  was  coming  home, 
and  Effie  began  seriously  to  think  about  bestir- 
ring herself  to  find  another  restiug-])lace  for  the 
fair  young  head  that  had  to  bear  such  a  heavy 
burden  of  toil  and  uncertainty.  The  governess 
mart  was  overcrowded,  as  she  had  tested,  to 
her  sorrow,  before  this.  The  price  she  received 
for  her  sketches  barely  repaid  her  for  the  sums 
she  expended  on  jiapcr  and  paint.  She  was 
not  a  fool,  and  therefore  she  did  not  believe 
that  she  had  the  power  to  write  if  only  she  had 
the  will  to  exercise  that  power — a  form  of  folly 
very  frequent  among  young  ladies  who  find 
themselves  incapable  of  originating  an  idea 
themselves,  or  understanding  an  original  idea 
in  others.  She  was  sorely  put  to  to  devise 
some  plan  whereby  she  might  live  reputabh',  in 
fact ;  and  in  the  midst  of  her  perplexity  about 
life,  she  was  in  a  little  distress  about  love.  In 
fact,  poor  creature  !  she  had  lost  the  only  thing 
of  value  she  had  in  the  world — her  heart ;  and 
though  she  knew  where  it  was,  she  had  not  lost 
it  the  less  surely  for  that  knowledge. 

It  may  occur  to  some  people  that  Effie,  in 
her  poverty  and  perplexity,  must  often  have 
regretted  her  rash  refusal  of  Raymond  Helms- 
leigh's hand.  But,  truth  to  tell,  she  never  did 
do  tliis.  On  the  contrary,  she  rejoiced  heart- 
ily that  she  had  had  the  courage  not  to  solve 
her  difficulties  in  that  way,  telling  herself,  shud- 
deringly,  that  if  she  had  married  Raymond  she 
should  have  been  a  wretched  woman,  for  she 
felt  that  she  was  preordained  to  love  his  cousin ; 
and  even  though  (sad  fate!)  it  did  not  appear 
as  if  his  cousin  felt  himself  preordained  to  love 
her,  still  any  thing  was  better  than  to  be  the 
wife  of  one  man  and  in  love  with  another. 

But  while  she  was  considering  and  bemoan- 
ing herself,  Mr.  Philip  Helmsleigh  was  making 
up  his  mind  ;  and  he  was  considerably  aided 
in  this  process  by  his  sister  Alicia — the  one  who 
looked  with  kind  eyes  on  Raymond.  "You 
ought  to  try  and  remove  that  person  before 
Raymond  comes  home,  Philip,"  she  said  to  her 
brother  one  day.  "After  the  reports,  and  her 
I  absurd  conduct  in  settling  down  in  his  house. 
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just  as  if  she  couldn't  have  got  employment 
any  where  else,  it  will  be  horrible  if  she  isn't 
gone  before  Raymond  comes  home." 

"  Are  you  afraid  he'll  fall  in  love  with  her 
again  when  he  sees  her  ?"  Philip  asked,  rather 
maliciously. 

"Not  a  bit  of  it,"  Alicia  replied. 

"  Then  why  do  you  want  her  to  be  gone  ?" 

"Oh!  because  our  relations  would  all  be  so 
extremely  unpleasant,  if  he  kept  on  hankering 
after  a  person  we  couldn't  know. " 

"But  you  can  'know  '  Miss  Babbington." 

"No,  we  can't — not  in  the  way  I  mean,  of 
course.  How  tiresome  you  are,  Philip !  Very 
few  brothers  would  care  to  see  their  sisters  com- 
promised in  such  a  way." 

"In  what  way  would  a  knowledge  of  Miss  Bab- 
bington be  compromising  to  you  ?"  he  asked. 

"Oh!  in  many  ways.  Now,  Phil,  don't  be 
angry.  I  know  you  like  her ;  but  it's  out  of  the 
question  that  we  can  know  her.  Get  her  away 
before  Raymond  comes  home  ;  do,  there's  a 
good  fellow." 

"I'll  try  to,"  he  said,  in  what  struck  his  sis- 
ter as  being  a  singularly  dry  tone  of  voice. 

Some  three  weeks  after  this,  Raymond  Ilelms- 
leigh  came  home,  to  find  his  cottage  in  excel- 
lent order,  and  his  pretty  cousin  Alicia  waiting 
in  the  garden  to  welcome  him. 

"Isn't  it  in  good  order?"  she  said,  in  reply 


to  his  expression  of  gratification  at  finding 
things  as  they  were,  herself  among  the  num- 
ber. "  The  person  who  took  charge  of  it  was 
really  most  trust- worthy." 

"Who  was  she?"  Raymond  asked,  care- 
lessly. 

"I  forget  her  name,"  Alicia  said,  ingenu- 
ously. "  Never  mind,  Raymond,  tell  me  about 
yourself." 

"  Tell  me  about  Philip  :  is  he  married  ?" 

"  Oh  dear  no  ;  nor  likely  to  be.  He's  away- 
shooting  grouse  somewhere  ;  he's  to  be  back  for 
the  Lufton  ball  next  week.  By-the-way,  you'll 
go,  won't  you,  Raymond  ?" 

"  Yes,"  Raymond  rather  thought  he  would, 
though  he  felt  rather  sheepish  when  he  remem- 
bered what  had  transpired  at  the  last  Lufton 
ball  which  he  attended.  And  then  the  cousins 
went  on  half  flirting  together,  as  had  been  their 
custom  of  old. 

Raymond  went  to  the  Lufton  ball  with  the 
Misses  Ilelmsleigli  and  Mrs.  Waring,  and 
shared  the  astonishment  of  all  in  the  room, 
when,  on  the  names  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Philip 
Helmsleigh  being  announced,  there  Avalked  into 
the  room,  leaning  on  the  Squire's  arm,  the  iden- 
tical audacious  young  person  who  had  dared  to 
survive  all  the  slights  put  upon  her  by  the 
neighborhood,  while  she  had  been  living  in  ob- 
scurity in  charge  of  a  house  to  let. 


INDUSTEIAL  SCHOOLS  FOR  WOMEN. 


1.  Reform  der  Weiblichen  Erziehung,  von  Minna 
PiNOFF  (Reform  of  Female  Education). 

2.  Die  Arbeit  u.  Erziehung  (Labor  and  Education), 
nach  Froebcl's  Metbode,  von  Baroness  Marenuoltz 

BULOW. 

3.  Das  Recht  der  Frauen  auf  Erwerb,  von  L.  Otto. 

4.  Ueber  die  Besserung  in  der  gesellschaftlichen  u. 
volkswirthshaftlichen  Stellung  der  Frauen,  vo7i  Dr. 
Von  Stoltzendorff.  Berlin. 

5.  Die  Frauen  uud  ibr  Vereiuslebeu,  von  U.  Henscii- 

KE. 

G.  Blicke  (Glances)  in  der  Familie,  von  Johanna 

GOLDSOUMIBT.  * 

7.  Warum  bediirfeu  wir  weibliche  Gewerbschulen 
und  wie  sollen  sie  angelegt  sein  ?  Erliiutert  vom  so- 
cialen  Staudpuukte  unserer  Zeit  (Why  do  we  need  Fe- 
male Industrial  Schools?  etc.),  von  Emma  Marwedel, 
Oberlehrerin  an  der  weiblichen  Gewerbesclmle  (Direct- 
ress of  the  "Women's  Industrial  School),  in  Hamburg, 
1868.   H.  Grueuig. 

THE  above  German  Avorks  discuss  the  woman 
question,  not  from  the  point  of  view  of  po- 
litical rights,  but  with  reference  to  women's  need 
of  practical  education,  in  order  to  their  discharge 
of  their  universally-recognized  social  duties. 

The  last  mentioned  on  the  list  is  dedicated 
to  the  author  of  the  first— Minna  PinofF— per- 
haps the  most  widely  recognized  reformer  and 
writer  on  female  education  in  Germany ;  and 
whom  Miss  Marwedel  thanks  for  her  work  on 
that  subject ;  remarking  that,  "It  has  lifted  the 
woman  question  to  the  height  of  the  human 
question  by  its  masterly  setting  forth  of  the 
circumstances  of  the  current  time" — circum- 


stances that  called  forth,  in  1861,  from  Jules 
Simon  those  words  in  his  "L'Ouvriere"  which 
Miss  Marwedel  makes  the  motto  of  her  work, 
and  which,  translated  into  English,  are  :  "  If 
there  is  a  question  in  the  world  in  which  it  is 
necessary  to  see  clearly,  and  not  lose  ourselves 
in  mere  words,  it  is  this,  for  it  is  a  question  of 
life  or  death." 

From  the  dedication  of  Miss  Marwedel's 
work,  which,  we  have  been  told,  was  written 
at  the  suggestion,  and  published  at  the  ex- 
pense, of  one  of  the  most  munificent  bene- 
factors of  science  and  education  in  North  Ger- 
many, Herr  Adolph  Meyer,  it  seems  that  she 
herself  had  been  spending  a  year  or  two  in 
England,  Belgium,  and  France,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  examining  what  has  been  done  in 
those  countries  for  the  amelioration  and  eleva- 
tion of  the  labors  of  working-women,  in  connec- 
tion with  improvements  in  their  education,  and 
had  seen  many  institutions  in  successful  opera- 
tion. 

As  the  subject  of  introducing  industrial 
schools  into  our  public  education  presses  upon 
public  attention  at  this  moment  in  America, 
we  propose  to  resuvie,  in  these  few  pages,  the 
very  important  information  given  in  her  book, 
which  has  not  yet  been  translated  into  English, 
together  with  some  important  suggestions  of 
Miss  Marwedel,  which  are  plainly  dictated  hy 
the  laws  of  social  economy  for  both  sexes. 
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A  very  considerable  literature  is  now  de- 
voted to  the  discussion  of  this  subject,  which, 
with  the  earnest  practical  experiments  of  many 
societies,  indicates  that  the  problem  of  woman's 
education  to  practical  labor,  on  the  highest 
planes  of  ideal  excellence,  can  not  be  any 
longer  set  aside  by  any  who  have  the  welfare 
of  mankind  at  heart,  to  say  nothing  of  the  im- 
mediate demand  made  on  ourselves  in  particu- 
lar by  the  position  of  things  in  America.  She 
states  the  special  question  of  the  time  to  be, 
What  are  the  duties  and  claims  of  women  who 
are  coming  forward  to  fill  their  places  in  family 
and  social  life  ;  and  what  are  the  institutions  we 
want  to  prepare  them  to  do  these  duties ;  espe- 
cially, what  is  the  place  among  them  of  indus- 
trial schools  ?    For,  certainly,  the  general  ref- 
ormation of  industrial  life  in  our  day  must  also 
change  home  life,  whose  accustomed  industry 
is  of  an  antiquated  type,  machinery  and  man- 
ufactories having  lifted  the  work  of  spinning 
and  weaving  from  its  pressure  on  single-hand- 
ed strength.    Even  the  ordinary  laundry  and 
needle-work  is  transferred  to  large  public  es- 
tablishments ;  and,  in  proportion,  female  labor 
en  masse  has  become  a  demand,  and  of  com- 
mercial value  in  the  market.    It  is  not  uncom- 
mon to  see  in  our  daily  papers  advertisements 
of  the  furnishing  establishments  of  our  cities 
calling  for  a  hundred  or  five  hundred  female 
laborers  ;  calls  answered  all  too  quickly  from 
the  country  by  girls  who  know  not  to  wliat  they 
come.    We  all  know  how  sadly  tliis  demand 
for  female  labor  is  influencing  the  working- 
women's  question  every  where  by  the  many  ad- 
vertisements of  work  wanted,  and  the  sad  con- 
trast of  work  and  wages.    Miss  Marwedcl  says 
that  a  London  dr3'-goods  merchant,  wanting 
some  thirty  working-women,  was  obliged  to 
send  away,  not  without  the  help  of  tlic  police, 
seven  hundred  women  who  gathered  round  his 
door  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  a  rainy 
November  day !    And  the  average  number  of 
governesses  in  London  who  apply  for  places 
every  day  is  more  than  two  thousand  I    It  is 
mentioned  in  the  London  Times  that  a  gentle- 
man wanting  a  governess  received  five  hun- 
dred and  ten  applications!    Governesses  in  the 
\york-houses  of  England  are  not  uncommon. 
There  are  also  ten  times  more  goveraesses  that 
pass  their  examinations  in  Prussia  than  are 
wanted.    Yet  there  is  another  fact  which,  in 
this  connection,  it  may  seem  hard  to  believe : 
in  the  very  same  places  there  is  an  unfulfilled 
demand  for  thoroughly  skilled  laborers  of  very 
many  kinds.    In  undertaking  to  show  why  and 
how  this  is,  Miss  Marwedel  says  :  "It  used  to 
be  said  in  Germany  that  a  girl  leaving  school 
at  fourteen  could  support  herself."    But  the 
influence  of  the  home  and  school  education  is 
dependent  on  its  keeping  pace  with  the  wants 
of  the  times  ;  and  the  German  schools,  though 
they  have  adopted  some  improvements,  have 
not  done  so.   At  the  time  the  above-mentioned 
proverb  arose  all  situations  for  girls  of  fourteen 
were  supposed  to  be  inside  of  families.  But 


now,  when  girls  are  thrown  into  factories  and 
shops,  unguarded,  on  their  own  responsibility, 
the  case  is  different.  Physically  feeble  and 
half-developed,  not  fitted  to  act  and  think  in- 
dependently, unsupported  by  the  requisite  pre- 
liminary knowledge,  they  pass  from  the  con- 
straint of  school  rules  to  a  personal  freedom 
they  do  not  know  how  to  use.  The  necessary 
consequences  are — all  the  moral  evils  to  which 
our  poor  factory-girls  and  domestic  servants  are 
exposed ;  and  which,  we  are  too  apt  to  say, 
are  "the  characteristic  faults  of  our  time,"  for- 
getting that  we  are  responsible,  by  reason  of 
our  more  commanding  positions,  for  these  same 
characteristics. 

We  are  proud  of  our  hospitals  and  alms- 
houses, of  our  reformatories  and  work-houses, 
of  our  asylums  and  regulated  prisons,  of  our 
life  insurances  for  the  sick  and  for  burial  ex- 
penses. But  all  these  things  are  for  the  mid- 
dle and  end  of  spoiled  and  infirm  lives.  What 
a  blessed  change  in  our  moral  and  social  cir- 
cumstances it  would  be  if  society  and  the  state 
should  take  equally  generous  care  to  invigorate 
and  preserve  the  uncontaminated  healthy  limbs 
of  our  youth,  especially  of  our  female  youth,  and 
to  give  moral  ripeness  to  their  characters !  We 
are  ])roud  of  our  schools  as  models  for  other 
nations;  but  we  take  our  children  out  of  them 
when  they  have  received  less  than  nothing  for 
the  conduct  of  practical  life,  and  most  need 
good  exani])les  and  moral  ])rotcctlon,  neither 
strengthened  in  inner  capacity  nor  outside  prac- 
tical ability,  even  when  they  have,  what  the 
majority  never  do  have,  a  year  of  regular  ap- 
jtrenticeship.  What,  necessarily,  must  be  the 
lot  of  the  working-women  of  to-day?  Without 
any  systematic  instruction,  in  the  majority  of 
cases,  instead  of  being  skilled  in  labor,  in  a 
hopeless  mediocrity,  their  lot  is  the  sorrowful 
one  of  working  for  an)/  wages ;  and  this  is  not 
all,  for  the  better  working  power  is  drawn  down 
by  the  iron  law  of  demand  and  supjtly  to  the 
same  starvation  prices.  This  is  not  only  true 
in  Germany;  the  working-women  of  France, 
England,  and  America  are  suff'ering  in  the  same 
way.  In  France,  indeed,  the  working-women 
have  retained  more  individual  work,  and  there- 
fore made  more  headway  against  the  introduc- 
tion of  machinery,  the  predicate  "  artistic"  be- 
ing given  to  every  high  degree  of  excellence  in 
hand-work ;  and  public  opinion  being  able  to 
discriminate  between  artists  and  mere  artisans, 
there  is  a  great  diff*erence  in  wages.  Never- 
theless, even  in  France  there  is  all  the  suffer- 
ing which  Jules  Simon  sets  forth  in  his  "L'Ou- 
vriere  ;"  and  the  pathetic  representations  of  his 
last  book,  "The  Eight-Years-Old  Worker," 
immediately  called  out  a  society  for  the  protec- 
tion of  apprentices  and  of  children  in  manufac- 
tories, which  proposes  a  quite  extensive  and 
careful  protection  and  instruction  in  labor  of 
both  boys  and  girls.  Some  new  institutions 
have  been  modeled  and  old  ones  remodeled,  of 
which  we  may  mention  one  in  Strasbourg,  es- 
tablished in  1845  ;  one  in  Miilhausen,  in  1842; 
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one  in  Nancy,  in  1845.  This  society  publishes 
bulletins,  in  which  its  members  give  most  in- 
teresting details  of  many  other  institutions,  ed- 
ucating women  for  special  work,  without  omit- 
ting to  prepare  them,  meanwhile,  for  social  and 
family  life,  by  qualifying  housewives  and  mo- 
thers for  their  inevitable  duties.  Besides  Jules 
Simon,  Emil  Legouve  has  boldly  combated  in 
France  for  a  reform  in  female  labor  in  connec- 
tion with  education.  In  1848,  Madame  Coiquet 
founded  in  Paris  VEcole  Professionelle  (the  pro- 
fessional school),  renewed  in  1862  by  Madame 
Lemoirier.  This  school  owes  its  origin  to  the 
following  paragraph  in  a  daily  paper:  "Made- 
moiselle C  has  committed  suicide.  Near 

her  corpse  was  found  this  note  :  '  I  am  poison- 
ing myself  because  my  betrothed  can  not  sup- 
port me.  I  am  neither  able  to  work  nor  to 
procure  myself  work.' " 

This  school  is  now  often  mentioned  in  news- 
papers. It  has  nearly  four  hundred  scholars, 
and  teaches  them  book-keeping,  wood  carving 
and  cutting,  drawing,  painting  on  porcelain, 
and  dress- making.  The  Minister  of  Instruc- 
tion visited  it  in  18G7,  and  gave  an  ample  offi- 
cial statement  of  it ;  and  it  is  expected  that 
the  state  will  establish  a  large  number  of  such 
schools. 

The  condition  of  the  working-women  of  En- 
gland has  been  fnade  known  to  the  whole  world 
by  Thomas  Hood's  beautiful  sad  "Song  of  the 
Shirt" — the  occasion  of  which  was  the  death  of 
a  young  working-woman  in  a  great  millinery 
house,  who  "died,"  according  to  the  coroner's 
inquest,  "from  overwork  and  insufficiency  of 
food."  The  event  and  the  song  caused  some 
state  movements  and  many  private  associations 
to  help  working-women,  among  which  Avere : 

1.  Female  schools  of  art  and  industrial 
schools. 

2.  Working-women's  colleges. 

3.  The  Army  Clothing  Factory,  Pimlico;  the 
Dress-making  and  Milliner's  House,  18  Clifford 
Street ;  and  an  institution  for  the  employment 
of  \tomen  connected  with  a  large  number  of 
bazars. 

4.  The  Institution  for  the  Employment  of 
Needle-women. 

All  these  institutions,  though  independent  in 
their  activity,  and  different  in  mode,  unite  in 
the  following  ideas : 

1.  To  exterminate  prejudice  against  female 
labor. 

2.  To  raise  women's  wages. 

3.  To  diminish  half  knowledge. 

4.  To  abolish  middle-men  (commissioners). 

5.  To  enlarge  women's  field  of  labor. 

6.  To  introduce  co-operative  stores,  credit 
associations,  and  associations  for  the  support 
of  the  sick  and  old. 

7.  To  shorten  the  hours  of  labor. 

8.  To  take  greater  care  of  the  physical  de- 
velopment and  health  of  young  working-wo- 
men. 

9.  To  prolong  the  instruction  and  protection 
of  youth. 


Of  the  Female  Art  School  connected  with  the 
South  Kensington  Museum,  Miss  Marwedel 
says :  "  While  it  fulfills  the  higher  conditions 
of  artistic  education,  it  also  gives  practical  in- 
struction in  lithography,  designing  patterns,  in 
sculpture,  wood  cutting  and  carving,  and  porce- 
lain painting,  in  order  to  open  to  women  new 
industrial  branches."  A  school  in  Dublin  does 
the  same,  by  giving  instruction  on  the  sewing- 
machine  and  dress-making,  as  well  as  in  law- 
copying  and  telegraphing. 

The  Working- Women's  College  in  London 
resembles  the  German  Avorking-men's  evening 
schools,  with  the  exception  that  Dr.  Elizabeth 
Garret  lectures  on  physiology;  and  classes  in 
mathematics  and  logic  are  taught.  Mr.  T.  W. 
Hales  is  the  examiner,  and  also  is  the  exam- 
iner of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  students ;  and 
he  declares  that  the  young  girls  pass  their  ex- 
aminations equally  well,  although  they  nearly  all 
are  engaged  in  business,  and  have  only  three 
hours  of  evening  instruction,  not  seldom  hav- 
ing great  difficulties  in  attending  on  account  of 
distant  residence.  There  are  four  hundred  of 
these  young  working-women  who  receive  these 
testimonies  of  excellence.  Miss  Marwedel 
speaks  with  great  pleasure  of  the  "pleasant  lit- 
tle chats"  she  had  with  them  in  their  home- 
like little  parlor,  where  a  nice  library,  a  good 
piano,  books,  a  beautiful  flower-arrangement, 
and  a  museum,  afford  entertainment  for  those 
who  would  take  a  little  rest  before  and  after 
their  lessons.  An  excellent  cup  of  tea  or  cof- 
fee and  a  slice  of  bread  and  batter  can  also  be 
had  for  two-pence.  This  first  working-wo- 
men's college  was  founded  and  superintended 
by  Mrs.  Frank  Mallison  and  Mrs.  Whitehead, 
sisters  of  Mrs.  P.  E.  Taylor  of  Aubrey  House, 
Notting  Hill,  Xondon.  Lately  Mrs.  P.  E.  Tay- 
lor has  founded  another  working-women's  col- 
lege, Mr.  Taylor  having  erected  a  house  for  the 
purpose  in  their  garden. 

The  Milliner  and  Dress-making  House  was 
founded  on  shares,  and  all  England  has  taken 
great  interest  in  it.  It  contains  all  English 
comforts  for  forty  young  girls.  Their  moral 
behavior  is  excellent.  They  have  only  been 
instructed  in  gymnastics,  in  addition  to  their 
trade,  up  to  this  time.  But  they  have  a  very 
good  piano,  a  large  library,  and  soon  will  have 
some  scientific  instruction  ;  and  they  have  the 
good  influence  of  two  superior  lady  superin- 
tendents. The  second  year  gave  a  dividend 
of  six  per  cent,  to  the  shareholders ;  and  after 
distributing  $12,210  to  the  w^orking-women, 
left  a  fund  of  $600. 

The  Institution  of  Employment  is  a  united 
group  of  different  establishments,  enlarging 
from  day  to  day.  The  eighth  report  speaks  of 
one  for  teaching  hair-dressing,  one  for  glass- 
cutting,  one  for  ivory-carving,  one  for  electro- 
plating, one  for  nursing  the  sick,  one  for  medi- 
cine, one  for  book-keeping,  one  for  law-copying, 
one  for  photography,  one  for  apothecary  work. 
Besides  these  ten  establishments  it  keeps  a  reg- 
ister for  women's  employment,  without  exact- 


888 


HARPEK'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


ing  payment  for  it:  and  sometimes  it  lends 
money  to  young  women.  It  also  sells  or  dis- 
tributes freely  all  kinds  of  pamphlets  and  books 
in  relation  to  the  women  question,  and  has  a 
reading-room  connected  with  it. 

The  Institutions  for  Employment  of  Nee- 
dle-women, which  are  especially  established  to 
abolish  the  middle-men,  are  seven.  The  largest 
and  oldest  daily  employs  350  Avomen,  while  six 
other  smaller  ones  altogether  give  Avork  to  400 
more.  The  women  work  socially,  in  light,  lofty 
rooms,  with  the  best  results.  According  to  the 
sixth  annual  report,  wages  are  rising  45  to  50 
per  cent,  above  the  customary  wages  in  shops, 
and  they  work  no  more  than  nine  hours  a  day. 
Their  capital  is  £12,000. 

But  the  best  exemplification  of  the  above- 
mentioned  principle  is  the  Army  Clothing  Fac- 
tory. It  is  a  copy  of  a  French  institution,  was 
founded  by  the  state,  and  is  entirely  self-sup- 
porting. It  shows  what  power,  intellect,  hu- 
manity, and  self-denial  is  able  to  accomplish, 
even  in  institutions  which  are  founded  gener- 
ally for  the  interest  of  the  owner.  Colonel 
Hudson  is  the  manager — a  gentleman  who  de- 
serves the  immediate  gratitude  of  200  men  and 
800  or  900  women,  and  indirectly  of  all  hu- 
manity. 

While  great  pains  are  taken  to  give  every 
comfort  to  the  working-women  in  this  estab- 
lishment, the  discipline  and  moral  behavior  is 
the  best  in  the  world  ;  and  although  the  state 
requires  that  the  work  done  should  be  at  the 
least  market-price.  Colonel  Hudson  makes  such 
arrangements  as  to  give  the  women  higher  wages 
continually.  He  pays  for  eight  hours'  work  a 
day  from  six  to  nine  dollars  weekly ;  while  tlie 
contractors  or  middle-men  paid  for  fifteen  hours' 
work  a  day  only  two  and  a  half  dollars  weekly. 

Excellent  tea  in  large  cups,  and  excellent 
slices  of  bread  and  butter,  are  to  be  had  for 
two-pence  ;  and  when  Miss  Marwedel  was  tliere 
the  humane  Colonel  Hudson  was  tliinking  of 
making  an  arrangement*  for  a  healthy  dinner, 
to  cost  only  four-pence.  "  And  how  easy,"  she 
adds,  "  would  it  be  to  unite  to  this  a  course  of 
housekeeping  for  young  girls,  as  is  done  by  C. 
Metz  in  Freyburg,  who  has  employed  more 
than  a  thousand  girls  every  year  for  thirty 
years,  and  is  called  by  them  father.  He  pro- 
tects them  so  like  a  father,  that  any  young  man 
wishing  to  marry  one  of  them  asks  him  for  her 
as  a  daughter  is  asked  of  her  parents." 

This  institution  takes  in  apprentices,  but  be- 
fore they  receive  pay  they  have  to  show  their 
work  to  a  commission  for  its  approval,  an  ar- 
rangement which  stimulates  salutaiy  ambition 
for  excellence. 

The  building  of  this  army  factory  consists  of 
a  central  aisle  200  feet  in  length,  and  perhaps 
forty  feet  wide,  and  is  lighted  by  a  vast  sky- 
light. The  side  aisles,  which  are  three  stories 
in  height,  are  lighted  by  side  windows.  It  is 
nearly  impossible  to  estimate  the  value  to  health 
and  virtue,  as  well  as  comfort,  not  only  to  them- 
selves but  to  their  posterity,  of  the  change  from 


the  dark,  low,  unhealthy  places  in  which  mid- 
dle-men make  their  employ e'es  work.  How 
sad  are  the  common  circumstances  when  com- 
pared with  all  these  improvements.  The  old 
traditional  ways  turn  blessings  into  curses,  and 
heap  sin  upon  sin,  sacrificing  victims  to  thought- 
less custom  every  hour.  But,  thanks  to  the 
clear-sightedness  of  some,  and  to  the  daily  press 
at  the  present  time,  these  old  evils,  with  their 
consequences,  are  unsparingly  laid  oj)en.  One 
of  the  most  remarkable  cases,  where  a  prosper- 
ous business,  by  which  manufacturers  become 
immensely  rich,  and  the  Avorking-women  are 
proportionally  oppressed,  is  that  of  the  ready- 
made  clothing  stores  and  the  trade  in  woolen 
manufactures  at  Berlin.  There  are  sixty  man- 
ufactories in  that  city  where  women  are  em- 
ployed to  make  things,  the  manufacturers  grow- 
ing rich,  the  working-women  kept  at  starvation 
prices,  and  even  of  these  defrauded  on  a  sys- 
tem. In  1SG7  a  woman  Avas  j)rosecuted  on  the 
charge  of  not  having  given  back  in  her  Avork 
the  Aveight  of  avooI  she  had  taken  :  she  brought 
into  court  seven  Avomen  Avho  testified  to  being 
continually  dci)rive(l  of  their  Avages  on  account 
of  this  alleged  short  weight,  Avhich  they  declared 
to  be  OAving  to  the  fact  that  they  Avere  obliged 
to  take  the  avooI  moist  from  the  damp  cellar; 
and  they  made  the  case  good  by  Avitnesses  Avho 
testified  to  the  dampness  of  the  wool  Avhcn  it 
Avas  received,  and  Avhich  resulted  in  all  these 
poor  Avomen  having  deductions  ccjnstantly  made 
in  their  already  small  Avagcs,  sometimes  to  the 
amount  of  sixty  dollars.  The  manufacturers 
contrived  to  gain  this  cause  in  the  court ;  but  the 
outrage  Avas  so  manifest,  that  the  venerable  Dr. 
Lette,  then  Minister  of  Public  Instruction, Avhose 
death  Ave  have  lately  heard  of  and  lamented, 
became  President  of  an  association  of  Avomen 
for  the  protection  of  the  labor  rights  of  Avomen, 
Avhose  public  meetings  had  been  broken  up  by 
the  police  on  the  pretext  of  an  old  laAv  forbid- 
ding to  Avomen  and  apprentices  the  right  of  as- 
sembling. The  exposure  of  this  long-standing 
fraud,  Avhich  Avas  found  to  be  quite  a  general 
one,  has  perhaps  been  one  cause  of  the  change 
coming  over  Prussia  Avith  regard  to  Avomen's 
Unions  ;  and  just  noAv,  only  two  years  after  the 
aboA-e- mentioned  prosecution.  Dr.  Von  Holtz- 
endorfF  called  to  Berlin  an  international  con- 
vention of  Avomen  to  discuss,  first,  hoAV  to  form 
a  regular  official  communication  betAveen  all  the 
existing  Unions  ;  secondly,  hoAv  to  form  indus- 
trial and  art  schools  for  women ;  thirdly,  how 
to  form  co-operative  associations  for  women, 
Avith  credit  institutions,  giving  Avorking-Avomen 
the  same  adA'antages  that  working-men  derive 
from  their  associations,  noAv  become  interna- 
tional. 

We  can  the  more  easily  credit  the  organized 
frauds  upon  Avorking-women  in  Berlin,  because 
CA-en  in  Boston  they  suffer  things  quite  as  out- 
rageous. Country  girls  are  tempted  into  the 
city  from  the  far  East  and  North  by  advertise- 
ments calling  for  one,  two,  or  three  hundred  to 
Avork  in  "furnishing  shops."    They  come  to 
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find  themselves  in  the  hands  of  middle  men  or 
women,  who  contract  with  the  merchants  to 
supply  certain  work  at  certain  prices  remuner- 
ative to  themselves,  bat  not  to  those  who  do 
the.  Avork.  But  it  is  not  so  much  the  small  rate 
of  pay  promised  to  the  working-women  as  that 
they  do  not  get  it.  At  first  all  looks  fair  ;  but 
soon  pay  is  so  delayed,  on  the  ground  that  the 
merchant  delays  his  payments  to  the  middle- 
men, that  the  girls  get  in  debt  for  their  lodg- 
ings, and  consequences  ensue  with  which  we 
can  not  defile  our  pages.  Some  of  the  wo- 
men physicians  of  Boston,  who  become  the 
depositaries  of  the  saddest  confidences,  could 
tell  how  many  deaths  and  things  worse  than 
death  arc  inevitable.  As  Miss  Marwedel  says, 
nobody  of  any  knowledge  of  things  as  they  are 
denies  these  terrible  evils  and  sorroAvs,  produced 
by  the  industrial  and  moral  circumstances  of 
the  working-women  of  our  American,  no  less 
than  of  European,  large  cities.  But  public 
speeches,  and  even  strong  writing,  are  not 
enough  to  meet  the  evil.  There  must  be  ef- 
fective activity  to  change  the  conditions  from 
wliich,  by  the  unchangeable  logic  of  cause  and 
efllect,  it  flows.  If  ever  there  was  necessity  for 
large  associations  for  reform  and  guidance,  it  is 
in  this  case.  In  spite  of  all  the  smaller  associ- 
ations, and  many  establishments  of  relief  and 
for  education  in  labor,  very  little  is  done  for  the 
large  mass,  whose  misfortune  is  growing  from 
hour  to  hour.  The  same  lady  who  is  weeping 
for  far-oflf  miseries,  related  with  artistic  power, 
is  not  seldom  beating  down  the  wages  of  the 
poor  working-girl  who  stands  pale  at  her  side, 
and  does  not  think  how  important  the  small 
difierence  of  price  is  to  her,  who  perhaps  has  a 
poor,  sick,  widowed  mother,  sufiering  for  every 
cent  which  she  can  bring  home.  All  thinking 
and  feeling  people  are  bound  to  lose  no  time  in 
seeing  what  is  to  be  done  to  better  the  gener- 
al conditions  of  the  individual  working-women. 
That  the  abolition  of  middle-men  and  the  short- 
ening of  the  hours  of  labor  can  be  brought  about 
with  advantage  to  every  public  as  well  as  pri- 
vate interest  is  manifest  from  the  account  above 
given  of  English  establishments  for  the  purpose. 
These  ought  not  to  be  denominated  charity  es- 
tablishments ;  Miss  Marwedel  protests  against 
charities  as  degrading  humanity. 

1.  One  great  suggestion  of  her  book,  to  meet 
the  case  of  the  poorest  of  the  poor,  respects  in- 
stitutions which  she  calls  school  work-shops  for 
women,  whose  main  object  shall  be  the  instruc- 
tion of  those  who  woi'k  in  them,  and  not  the 
profit  to  be  gained  by  the  shop,  since  the  great- 
er prominence  of  the  latter  object  in  the  plan 
would  lead  to  a  division  and  subdivision  of  la- 
bor, which  turns  out  the  apprentices  unable  to 
do  any  whole  thing  independently  —  a  special 
machine,  instead  of  an  able  self-supporting  in- 
dividual in  some  department  of  human  work, 
which  is  the  first  object  of  the  school  work-shop. 

2.  A  second  object  is  to  provide  new  fields 
of  labor  and  occupation,  as  well  as  to  improve 
execution,  lifting  up  to  the  level  of  art  both  the 
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old  and  new  operations,  and  therefore  to  inter- 
est and  ennoble  the  worjvcrs  and  insure  higher 
prices  for  the  work. 

3.  These  school  work-shops  become  homes 
of  intelligence  and  humanity  by  subordinating 
all  the  improvements  they  bring  about  to  the 
interest  of  the  apprentices  themselves,  Avho  are 
not  only  the  chief  factors,  but,  in  the  end,  be- 
come proprietors,  working  on  a  co-operative 
basis  of  capital.  This  is  shown  triumjjhantly 
by  the  Dress-making  and ,  Millinery  establish- 
ment, 18  Cliff'ord  Street,  London,  which  is  a 
fair  specimen  of  the  co-operative  school  work- 
shop ;  no  less  profitable  as  a  business  place, 
because  the  profits  are  equitably  distributed 
between  the  laborers  and  capitalists,  the  labor- 
ers themselves  being  the  capitalists  as  well. 
The  self-conscious  success  of  this  particular  es- 
tablishment was  so  large  that  it  claimed  to  be 
represented  in  the  tenth  group  of  the  Paris  Ex- 
hibition, which  exposed  those  things  "intended 
to  ameliorate  the  moral  and  physical  condition 
of  the  population."  The  profitableness  of  this 
establishment  has  also,  for  one  of  its  causes, 
that  its  five  hundred  regular  customers  are 
shareholders  also. 

4.  The  profitableness  of  all  such  industrial 
schools,  which  quicken  the  laborers  with  hope 
and  dignify  them  with  self-respect,  is  a  Avell- 
known  fact.  Mrs.  Ellen  Wood's  industrial 
schools  in  Cork,  Ireland,  are  also  in  excellent 
financial  condition,  self-supporting.  The  work- 
shops of  convents  are  so  profitable  that  they  sub- 
sist, in  many  cases,  on  the  work  done  by  their 
inmates.  Ernest  Legouve,  in  his  "  Ilistoire 
Morale  des  Femmes,"  highly  praises  the  Ursu- 
line  cloisters,  wliich,  he  says,  have  kept  the  in- 
dustrial activity  of  Frenchwomen  up  to  such  a 
high  mark  of  excellence  by  reason  of  the  edu- 
cation which  they  give.  The  Belgian  cloisters 
deserve  equal  praise.  Their  great  excellence 
has  called  into  life  from  the  Liberal  i)arty,  in 
opposition,  the  professional  schools  for  women, 
which  have  been  established  in  every  great  city 
of  Belgium  within  the  last  few  years.  In  con- 
vent schools  originated  lace-making,  crochet- 
work,  and  straw-braiding.*  That  work  is  money 
has  been  proved,  not  only  by  these  institutions, 
but  by  the  statistics  of  prisons,  deaf  and  dumb 
and  blind  asylums,  where  the  inmates  work  to 
support  themselves.  And  when  we  consider 
how  many  trades  in  small  cities  are  kept  up 


*  In  a  note  to  this  paragraph,  Miss  Marwedel  adds, 
on  the  authority  of  Higgiusou,  "that  the  Italian  and 
Spanish  convents  have  given  scientific  education  to 
women,  as  was  proved  in  the  fact  that,  in  1820,  a  li- 
brary was  purchased  in  Pisa  which  contained  over 
eight  thousand  scientific  works  written  by  women." 
The  Archbishop  of  Paris,  Dupanlonp,  in  a  work  writ- 
ten in  reply  to  De  Maistre,  and  which  has  been  trans- 
lated into  English  and  published  by  Patrick  Douahoe, 
of  Boston,  under  the  title  "Studious  Women,"  has 
given  a  great  quantity  of  evidence  of  the  scientific 
education  given  to  women.  The  object  of  this  work 
is  to  prove  that  unbounded  culture  of  women  is  their 
moral'and  religious  duty;  and  it  is  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  contributions  to  the  literature  of  the  wo- 
man question. 
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merely  by  the  labor  of  apprentices,  what  may 
be  hoped  of  co-operative  institutions,  supported 
by  the  moral  consent  of  the  whole  nation  ? 

5.  These  school  Avork-shops  aim  to  awaken 
the  spirit  of  self-formation  and  self-disposal ; 
for  the  self-respect  of  the  workers  leads  to 
earnest  investigation  of  the  whole  circle  of 
duties  and  functions  naturally  connected  with 
their  special  employments — a  thing  at  present 
not  done  either  in  our  schools  or  work-shops, 
which,  therefore,  are  not  places  for  the  devel- 
opment of  the  heart  or  mind. 

G.  These  school  work-shops  do  effective  bat- 
tle against  the  great  enemy  of  human  develop- 
ment— the  prejudices  which  have  been  accumu- 
lating in  every  town  and  village  in  Europe  for 
uncounted  generations,  and  are  transplanted 
into  America  as  well ;  laughed  at  by  the  wise 
and  foolish,  but  still  persisted  in.  While  men, 
in  every  rank  of  society  and  degree  of  wealth, 
accept  money,  pleasure,  rank,  and  honor  for 
their  labors,  to  work  for  money  is  still  a  sor- 
row, and  held  a  dishonor  and  disgrace  for  wo- 
men. It  can  not  be  disputed  tliat  women, 
taught  to  labor  Avith  both  hand  and  head,  are 
degraded  in  social  position,  in  Europe  gener- 
ally, and  in  America  too  often.  Hardly  is 
the  position  of  a  governess  in  New  England, 
where  public  opinion  is  freest  and  soundest, 
an  exception.  In  spite  of  equal  rights  by 
birth,  in  spite  of  superior  culture,  in  spite  of 
the  high  responsibilities  and  the  large  confi- 
dences with  which  she  is  necessarily  honored 
in  this  vocation,  her  social  position  is  consid- 
ered a  secondary  one. 

Jessie  Boucheret,  in  her  "Hints  on  Self- 
help,"  maintains  that  any  woman  Avho  does 
not  claim  equal  wages  with  men  for  equal 
labor,  but,  in  a  half-brutal  stupidity,  is  con- 
tent Avith  alms,  as  it  Avere,  is  degraded.  "No 
Avoman,"  she  says,  "can  live  long  under  such 
moral  oppression,  and  at  such  starA'ation  prices. 
Strong  natures  resist  a  little  longer,  but  finally 
they  also  succumb  to  the  illness  of  mind  and 
body  that  folloAvs  the  AA-ant  of  all  healthy  pleas- 
ures, and  even  of  palatable  food.  That  Avomen 
prefer  to  starve  in  such  positions  rather  than 
gain  their  livelihood  by  vice,  that  they  prefer 
this  prison  life  rather  than  to  steal,  are  strong 
proofs  of  moral  strength  and  stoicism.  They 
should,  indeed,  be  placed  higher  than  our  re- 
ligious martyrs,  since  the  latter  are  supported 
by  the  sympathy  and  admiration  of  their  fel- 
low-believers, while  the  former  poor  creatures 
have  to  despair  unknoAvn,  unpraised,  and  Avith- 
out  any  human  pity." 

As  long  as  these  poor  uneducated  Avoraen 
Avander,  restless  and  hopeless,  from  door  to 
door,  Avithout  resource  and  security  in  them- 
seh-es,  is  it  not  indisputable  that  Avomen  more 
favored  by  fortune  are  under  a  moral  obliga- 
tion to  free  themselves  from  the  dilettanteism  of 
their  faculties,  and  rise  into  the  feeling  of  the 
nobility  of  labor,  Avhich  flows  inevitably  from 
systematic  education  and  culture  ? 

7.  Scliocl  Avork-shops  Avill  tend  to  abolish  the 


I  intermediate  trade  between  Avorkers  and  con- 
j  sumers.  Bazars  and  Avholesale  associations 
Avill  be  united  Avitli  them,  to  be  conducted  by 
the  Avorking-Avomen  themselves.  Every  good 
and  qualified  pupil,  under  certain  conditions, 
must  become  a  shareholder,  and  be  brought 
into  direct  relation  Avith  customers,  and  identi- 
fied in  interest  Avith  the  institution.  Co-opera- 
tion of  capital  and  labor  is  the  only  solution  of 
the  difiiculties  brought  into  the  questions  of 
our  day  by  machinery.  But  hitherto  there  has 
been  failure  of  the  expected  practical  results 
of  co-operation  ;  tlie  reason  of  Avhich  Ave  can 
trace  to  the  Avant  of  a  moral  understanding, 
which  alone  can  abolish  the  separatism  inher- 
ing in  personal  selfishness.  School  Avork-shops 
erected  on  the  basis  of  the  co-operative  princi- 
ple, understood  in  its  moral  spirit,  Avill  be  the 
best  place  for  educating  young  people  to  the 
highest  point  Avith  respect  to  the  relations  of 
labor  and  capital. 

8.  INIuch  pure  scientific  instruction  may  not 
be  compatible  Avith  a  profitable  business  done 
by  these  school  Avork-shops  ;  but  they  must  at 
least  provide  instruction  in  draAving,  choral  sing- 
ing, and  gymnastics,  as  Avell  as  book-keeping ; 
and  be  united  to  a  Avorking-Avoman's  college, 
Avliose  sessions  are  in  the  evening,  and  Avhere  in- 
struction may  be  extended  indefinitely;  and  it 
must  not  be  forgotten,  that,  as  the  shop-girls 
may  become  Avives  and  mothers,  the  college 
should  in  all  cases  give  instruction  in  anthro- 
pology, hygiene,  Eroebel's  nursery  and  kinder- 
garten arts,  and  housekeeping.  In  the  Avork- 
ing-Avomen's  colleges  in  England,  lectures  on 
other  subjects  are  also  given  gratuitously  by  com- 
petent men  and  Avomen  ;  and  the  price  of  admis- 
sion for  the  year  is  only  from  tAVO  to  six  dollars. 

9.  The  school  Avork-shops  should  never  ask 
any  money  at  all  for  instruction,  as  the  object 
is  to  get  the  poorest  of  the  poor  for  scholars. 

10.  But  the  school  Avork-shops  should  not  ac- 
cept any  pupil  for  less  than  a  tAvo-years'  course, 
as  they  are  to  be  taught  not  only  hoAv  to  Avork 
themselves,  but  hoAV  to  direct  others. 

11.  The  school  Avork-shops  should  make  the 
pupils  partners  in  profits,  as  soon  as  they  can 
do  tlie  Avork  perfectly ;  for  it  is  only  those 
Avho  need  most  sorely  to  earn  their  living  that 
arc  expected  to  enter  them ;  and  they  must 
be  attracted  by  the  profit,  in  addition  to  all 
moral  motives,  and  their  earnest  activity  as- 
sured. Some  pupils  can  only  be  stimulated  at 
first  by  the  hope  of  profit.  The  certain  pros- 
pect of  better  Avages  for  better  Avork,  progress- 
ively, must  be  added  to  all  other  good  influ- 
ences, such  as  the  public  opinion  and  conscience 
of  the  shop ;  and  perhaps  a  committee  should  be 
chosen  from  among  themselves  to  rcAvard  excel- 
lence Avith  inexpensive  honors,  like  the  croAvns 
of  leaves  given  at  the  Olympian  games,  so 
highly  prized  by  the  Avinners. 

12.  The  school  Avork-shops  may  perhaps  as- 
sist some  of  the  pupils  to  Avork  at  home  under 
certain  conditions — as,  for  instance,  Avhcn  the 
money  for  the  share  Avas  earned  by  Avork  done 
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in  the  institution,  and  the  shareholder  has  a 
certificate  from  the  lady  superintendent  of  her 
moral  and  industrial  worth,  with  a  vote  from 
her  fellow-workers  that  she  may  work  outside 
of  the  institution  as  a  shareholder. 

13.  These  school  work-shops  should  be  able 
to  unite  with  wholesale  co-operative  associations, 
credit  associations,  and  relief  associations  for  the 
old  and  sick,  and  be  the  head-quarters  of  all  so- 
cial developments  concerning  the  labor  and  wo- 
man questions. 

14.  Finally,  these  school  work-shops  must 
take  special  care  of  the  health  and  physical  de- 
velopment of  the  scholars,  with  a  high  sense  of 
obligation  to  the  future  generation,  of  which 
they  may  become  the  mothers.  England  is  a 
model  in  this  respect ;  there  the  social  econo- 
my of  a  sound  mind  in  a  sound  body  is  fully  un- 
derstood, and  hence  she  is  introducing  into  all 
her  public  institutions  bathing,  daily  walks  in  the 
open  air,  gymnastics,  and  short  hours  of  labor. 

As  to  the  question  of  how  these  school  work- 
shops are  to  be  established.  Miss  Marwedel  sug- 
gests that  the  capital  be  raised  in  small  shares, 
as  is  done  in  the  Dress-making  and  Millinery 
House  in  London ;  and  she  urges  that  it  be 
done  at  once.  We  have  associations,  she  says, 
to  protect  animals  from  cruel  treatment,  to  im- 
prove cattle,  for  agriculture  and  for  horticul- 
ture ;  why  should  we  not  have  associations  for 
the  moral  protection,  industrial  education,  and 
best  physical  development  of  the  mothers  of  the 
coming  generation,  in  view  of  the  manifold  dis- 
advantages and  distresses  of  tens  of  thousands 
of  the  daughters  of  the  present  one  ?* 


*  Since  we  received  tbe  foregoing  review,  whose 
publication  has  been  unavoidably  delayed,  Miss  Mar- 
wedel, who  is  now  iu  this  country,  has  proposed,  and 
even  initiated,  a  Co-operative,  Self-supporting  Insti- 
tute, near  Brentwood,  Long  Island ;  whose  special  ob- 
ject is  to  educate  women  as  practical  florists,  and  pro- 
ducers and  conservers  of  fruits  and  small  vegetables, 
while  they  receive  a  fair  general  education  and  make 
a  happy  home,  preparing  them  for  family  life  after 
they  leave  it. 

The  personal  impression  she  has  made  on  thinking 
people,  together  with  the  practical  wisdom  of  her 
plan,  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  Mr.  Cornell, 
by  a  liberal  ofl:er  of  land,  and  President  White,  by  of- 
fers of  the  free  access  of  her  pnpils  to  the  lectures  of 
Cornell  University,  invited  her  to  Ithaca.  But  consid- 
erations of  climate,  and  nearness  to  the  New  York 
market  for  flowers  and  fruit,  have  determined  her  lo- 
cality on  Long  Island. 

Readers  of  the  above  article  who  may  be  impressed 
with  the  facts  and  suggestions  we  have  gathered  from 
her  little  volume,  may  learn  particulars  of  this  prac- 
tical experiment  at  demonstrating  her  views  by  ap- 
plication to  the  trustees  of  the  Co-operative  Fund  on 
which  it  is  based— viz.,  Robert  W.  Pearsall,  Oakwood 
Farm,  Brentwood  Station,  Long  Island  ;  P.  T.  Quiuu, 
Tribune  Office,  New  York ;  Andrew  S.  Fuller,  37  Park 
Row,  New  York.  The  shares  are  only  $5,  to  enable 
all  to  take  a  personal  interest  who  may  approve  the 
principle  and  plans.  Only  five  per  cent,  dividend  is 
promi^icd,  that  all  additional  profits  may  be  appropri- 
ated to  increase  the  capacity  of  the  scholars.  This 
saves  the  thing  from  being  a  charity  institution, 
while  it  will  keep  away  mercenary  stockholders. 
Miss  Marwedel  is  on  principle  opposed  to  charity  es- 
tablishments, and  an  enemy  to  great  corporations, 
which  have  uo  soul  or  morality  iu  them.— Ed. 
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ELIZABETH  BRANDON  was  as  pretty  a 
girl  as  you  would  wish  to  see  when  she  left 
the  hills  of  New  Hampshire  to  go  down  to  Crag- 
stowe,  to  teach  a  few  pupils  in  music,  and  "to 
see  the  world,"  as  her  aunt  said.  Better  for 
her  had  she  never  seen  that  same  world ;  but 
who  could  forecast  events  ?  Not  all  the  black 
art  of  Arabia  could  liave  predicted  the  fate  of 
little  Elizabeth  Brandon.  It  was  an  innocent 
and  commendable  thing  to  take  pupils,  and  to 
acquire  a  grain  of  experience ;  how  could  she 
conceive  of  harm  as  the  result?  Neither  did 
she  conceive  of  it.  She  set  out  as  happy  as  a 
queen,  believing  in  every  body,  delighted  with 
every  thing.  Half-way  to  Cragstow-e  the  cars 
performed  some  remarkable  gymnastics,  and 
landed  her  in  a  ditch,  in  a  somewhat  bruised 
condition  ;  from  whence  she  was  rescued  by  a 
gentleman,  who  took  her  in  his  arms  tenderly, 
as  if  she  had  been  a  crushed  flower,  not  heed- 
ing the  ditch-w^ater  dripping  over  his  fine  broad- 
cloth, and  carried  her  into  a  neighboring  house. 
He  had  better  have  left  her  in  the  ditch.  She 
was  far  safer  there. 

"Oh,  it  is  nothing,"  she  said,  in  answer  to 
his  sympathetic  inquiries.  "I  am  only  a  little 
faint.  I  shall  be  all  right  presently.  What  an 
escape !  What  a  queer  Avay  to  see  the  world  I " 
He  gave  her  a  glass  of  wine,  and  finding  that 
her  bruises  were  not  serious,  he  hired  a  farm- 
wagon,  and  proposed  they  should  drive  into 
town  forthwith. 

"Yoti  were  going  to  Cragstowe,"  he  said: 
"I  saw  your  ticket.  May  I  ask  where  I  shall 
put  yon  down  ?" 

"At  Mrs.  Murray's,  thank  you." 
"  At  Mrs.  Murray's.     No  doubt  I  can  find 
the  place." 

"Oh  yes;  every  body  knows  her;  and  it  is 
27  Grosvenor  Street." 

They  set  forth  upon  the  road,  hardly  discom- 
posed, and  not  at  all  disheartened,  by  their  late 
disaster.  It  was  a  three-seated  wagon,  in  which 
other  companions  in  misery  had  taken  places, 
and  Elizabeth  and  her  friend,  occupying  the 
back  seat,  chatted  together  as  if  they  had  known 
each  other  a  lifetime. 

"It  is  so  nice  to  travel,"  said  this  piece  of 
inexperience.  "You  meet  so  many  kind  peo- 
ple, and — " 

"Suffer  so  many  bruises.  Miss  Brandon." 

Miss  Brandon  looked  up  at  him  in  innocent- 
eyed  wonder.  "Pardon  me,"  she  returned: 
"what  did  you  say  just  now  ?  Did  you  call  me 
Miss  Brandon  ?" 

"That  is  your  name,  is  it  not?" 

"But  how  came  you  to  guess  it?" 

"  I  didn't  guess  it.    I  knew  it." 

"  Knew  it !  Ah,  vou  saw  it  on  my  handker- 
chief." 

"Did  I?  Well,  let  me  tell  you  something 
else  I  know.  You  are  going  to  Cragstowe  tc 
take  pupils  in  music ;  one  of  your  pupils  is  to 
be  Garcia  Frodsham.     Mrs.  Murray  is  your 
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aunt ;  you  came  from  Stillwater,  where  an  old 
miser  wants  to  marry  you,  the  villain  !  There, 
is  all  that  on  your  handkerchief,  too  ?" 

"Dear  me,  you're  a  soothsayer,  I  do  believe  I 
You'll  be  telling  me  my  own  thoughts  next," 

"  Some  of  them.  You'd  like  to  know  who  / 
am,  now\  You've  been  wondering  if  my  name 
is  Angus  de  Montford  or  Rudolph  Duchesne ; 
whether  I'm  in  petroleum  or  cotton." 

"I  must  own  that  I  have  speculated  upon 
your  name,"  she  laughed. 

"And  /  have  speculated  in  petroleum  and 
cotton." 

"But  you  haven't  told  me  how  you  came  by 
a  synopsis  of  my  private  history." 

"  Haven't  I  ?  Here  is  the  clew ;  here  we  are 
at  27  Grosvenor  Street.  Ah,  Mrs.  Murray, 
I've  brought  you  your  niece,  a  mass  of  contu- 
sions and  confusions.  She  can't  make  it  out 
hoAv  I  came  to  know  her  when  she  told  me  to 
set  her  doAvu  at  your  door !" 

"How  very  kind  of  you,  Mr.  Frodsham!" 
said  Mrs.  Murray,  embracing  Elizabeth.  "  My 
dear  child,  are  you  much  hurt  ?  How  fortunate 
that  you  had  a  friend  on  the  train ;  but  there, 
you  don't  know  him  !  Mr.  Frodsham — Eliza- 
beth ;  we  are  next-door  neighbors,  dear,  and 
Garcia  is  his  sister.  Here,  let  me  unfasten 
those  knots  for  you." 

"  Oh,  I  can  do  it  myself,  thank  you,  only  it 
takes  time;"  but  Mr.  Frodsham's  cunning  fin- 
gers anticipated  her,  and  Elizabeth  was  speed- 
ily evolved  from  her  wraps,  like  a  flower  from 
its  calyx,  and  set  down  to  a  lunch  with  Mr. 
Frodsham  and  her  aunt. 

"I  was  so  anxious  about  you,"  said  she. 
"I  shall  telegraph  to  Stillwater  immediate- 
ly," said  he,  on  taking  leave,  "and  I  shall 
come  to  see  you,  if  I  may," 
"Oh,  thank  you,  thank  you  !" 
"For  which?"  detaining  her  hand  a  little 
longer  in  his  warm  clasp, 

"For  both,"  she  answered,  shyly  and  blush- 
ing ;  "that  is,  I  shall  be  glad  to  see  you." 
The  next  day  Elizabeth  wrote  home. 
"Dear  mamma,"  she  began,  "I  hope  you 
received  the  telegram  which  Mr.  Frodsham  was 
so  good  as  to  send  you  without  delay,  and  that 
you  know  I  am  safe  at  Aunt  Murray's,  and  as 
contented  and  well  as  can  be  expected.  I  have 
a  feAv  bruises,  but  they  don't  pain  me  much,  and 
I  don't  mind  them ;  but  I  hope  the  fright  didn't 
do  you  any  harm.  I  should  have  been  dread- 
fully frightened  myself,  only  there  wasn't  time 
enough  before  I  was  soused  in  a  ditch,  out  of 
which  Mr.  Frodsham  picked  me  a  perfect  sight 
to  behold ;  my  new  hat  was  terribly  crushed, 
and  a  ruffle  was  partially  torn  off  my  traveling 
dress,  and  I  lost  an  ear-ring.  Wasn't  it  a  fun- 
ny introduction  ?  And  wasn't  it  nice  that  Mr. 
Frodsham  was  on  the  train  ?  He  is  a  neighbor 
of  ours.  I  never  saw  any  one  whom  he  resem- 
bles ;  he  is  very  dark,  with  a  color  that  comes 
and  goes  at  every  word  ;  I  should  call  it  a  blush 
if  he  wasn't  so  perfectly  self-possessed  and  at 
ease  ;  his  eyes  are  bronze-colored,  with  lids  that 


seem  too  heavy,  and  he  has  a  lazy  way  of  look- 
ing at  you  from  under  them  as  if  you  were  hard- 
ly worth  the  trouble ;  a  way  that  piques  at  the 
same  time  that  it  pleases  you.  But  there,  I 
don't  mean  to  prose  forever  about  him ;  I 
thought  you  would  like  to  have  some  idea  of 
him,  since  he  Avas  so  very  kind — "  Which 
shows  that  Miss  Elizabeth  had  acquired  quite 
an  idea  of  Mr.  Frodsham — had  studied  him 
somewdiat  and  could  recite  a  tolerable  lesson , 
but  it  was  as  if  she  had  voyaged  about  a  strange 
country  and  had  learned  its  outlines,  and  could 
render  a  fiivorable  account  of  its  general  appear- 
ance without  having  penetrated  below  tiie  sur- 
face— without  studying  the  substrata  and  allu- 
vial deposits — without  suspecting  the  existence 
of  volcanic  powers  hidden  beneath  the  inviting 
exterior.  And  then  I  would  defv  any  one  to 
have  met  Julian  Frodsham  and  to  have  felt  in- 
diiferent  toward  him  ;  I  would  defy  any  sensi- 
tive woman  not  to  have  been  won  by  his  atten- 
tion, not  to  have  been  piqued  by  his  bearing : 
his  inimitable  manner,  with  all  its  varying  shades 
of  polished  devotion,  blending  and  overlapping 
each  other,  till  you  could  not  discern  where  one 
began  and  the  other  ended.  Few  would  have 
failed  to  be  fascinated  with  his  rare  good-humor, 
with  his  knack  of  bringing  every  thing  to  bow  to 
his- will,  and  that  with  the  least  possible  exer- 
tion, of  drifting  down  the  stream  of  life  without 
reefing  sail,  trusting  to  good  fortune  to  waft  him 
into  smooth  waters. 

It  was  not  once  in  a  while,  nor  through  acci- 
dent, that  Elizabeth  met  Mr.  Frodsham  after 
this ;  when  she  gave  Garcia  her  weekly  lesson, 
he  never  allowed  her  to  depart  without  a  Avord, 
a  glance  full  of  meaning,  a  hand-clasp  ;  some- 
times it  was  a  bunch  of  flowers  he  brought  her; 
sometimes  he  insisted  that  she  must  stay  and 
sing  to  him  till  the  twilight  came  on  ;  after  that, 
he  would  draw  her  arm  through  his  and  climb 
a  neighboring  crag,  to  watch  the  dusky,  ill-de- 
fined city  below  gradually  radiate  into  a  glory 
of  gas-light,  as  if  the  Avhole  solar  system  had 
sprung  into  being  beneath  their  gaze.  At  other 
times  the}'  took  parts  together  in  some  private 
theatricals  for  charitable  ends  ;  and  then  there 
seemed  to  him  no  spot  so  secluded  and  inviting 
to  study  as  Mrs.  Murray's  music-room,  sharing 
the  book  with  Elizabeth,  accepting  her  criti- 
cisms on  his  renditions,  and,  with  his  insinua- 
ting manner,  making  his  own  fault-findings  to 
seem  gracious  and  preferable  to  the  compli- 
ments of  another.  There  was  no  doubt  but 
that  Elizabeth  entered  into  the  spirit  of  these 
interviews  Avith  keen  pleasure.  In  the  quiet 
slough  of  Stillwater,  no  finer  person  than  the 
old  doting  miser  aforesaid  had  taken  the  pains 
to  cultivate  her  friendship  ;  tliat  had  been  an 
oyster-like  existence,  from  Avhich  had,  perhaps, 
been  evoh-ed  the  pearl  of  a  constant  and  tender 
heart,  but  an  existence  AA'ithout  excitements  or 
enthusiasms,  Avhercin  her  pulse  had  plodded  on 
faithfully,  without  one  of  the  multiplications  of 
this  ncAv  phase.  After  each  meeting  Avith  Frod- 
1  sham  she  resolved  not  to  look  for  him  again. 
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"  He  was  amused  with  mc  for  a  little  while," 
she  would  say  to  her  beating  heart;  "some 
one  better  and  wiser  will  come  into  his  orbit  to- 
day. I  will  let  it  all  be,  as  if  I  had  never  met 
him."  But  that  was  an  impossibility  now, 
something  quite  beyond  her ;  the  power  to 
think  of  him,  or  not,  had  deserted  her,  if,  in- 
deed, she  had  ever  possessed  it ;  and,  besides, 
no  one  enters  into  another  life  and  leaves  it 
precisely  as  he  found  it.  Either  there  has  been 
something  added  or  something  abstracted ;  or, 
at  least,  the  properties  of  that  life,  the  opin- 
ions, ideas,  beliefs,  have  suffered  perturbation 
and  rearrangement.  So  Elizabeth's  mind  might 
wander  off  to  the  pleasant  fields  of  Stillwater ; 
to  her  hoarded  wages  that  should  one  day,  per- 
haps, pay  up  the  mortgage  on  her  father's  farm  ; 
to  the  future,  with  its  alluring  mirages  ;  to  the 
fortunes  of  some  child  crooning  a  ballad  in  the 
street  below,  and  reaching  out  her  small,  brow^n, 
empty  hands  for  pence  and  pity  :  yet,  wherever 
Elizabeth's  thought  might  go,  the  way  was  not 
too  crooked,  nor  the  path  too  steep  for  the 
thought  of  Julian  Frodsham  to  follow,  stealthi- 
ly and  on  tip-toe,  as  it  were,  but  none  the  less 
near  and  persistent — a  perpetual  reminiscence 
of  sunshine  and  its  penetrating,  friendly  force. 
It  was  an  influence  that  must  follow  her  a  life- 
time, be  it  to  bane  or  bless,  of  which  she  might 
never  rid  herself ;  she  was  no  longer  to  be  free 
and  unburdened,  the  "world  before  her  where 
to  choose;"  voluntarily,  or  involuntarily,  she 
had  chosen,  and  there  was  nothing  for  her  to  do 
but  to  take  the  bitter  with  the  sweet,  in  Avhat- 
ever  proportions  it  might  please  fortune  to  pre- 
scribe them. 

In  the  mean  time,  here  w^as  the  impregnable 
present — impregnable  in  virtue  of  its  far-reach- 
ing hopes  and  its  certain  joys,  in  wiiich  no  fore- 
bodings might  make  a  breach  ;  for  who  could 
doubt  but  this  glance — that  held  her  f?ist  bound 
with  fluttering  heart  in  its  tender  embrace,  like 
the  poor  fly  in  the  spider's  cunning  w^eb — was 
the  absorbed  glance 'of  a  lover  —  a  lover  to 
whom  neither  time  nor  eternity  could  teach 
forgetfulness  ?  So,  if  it  w^as  the  lover's  eye 
that  met  hers,  it  was  his  voice  that  made 
rhythmic  the  commonplaces  of  every  day,  his 
presence  that  drew  the  heavens  nearer,  and 
contracted  the  world  till  it  Avas  bounded  by  a 
garden  hung  with  roses,  in  which  was  no  for- 
bidden fruit,  nor  the  lightnings  of  any  flaming 
sword.  The  old  days  at  Stillwater  presented 
themselves  to  her  mind  now  like  blurred  nega- 
tives of  a  picture  wanting  in  color  and  effect, 
and  constantly  retreating  into  the  distance,  till 
they  had  become  little  more  than  silhouettes 
of  the  past.  Not  that  she  had  forsaken  father 
or  mother  for  this  man  ;  she  wrote  home  most 
dutifully,  at  regTllar  intervals ;  she  made  anx- 
ious and  sincere  inquiries  for  the  sick  and  poor 
of  the  parish  ;  she  paid  up  the  interest  on  the 
mortgage  ;  she  could  have  told  you  any  day,  at 
a  moment's  warning,  the  shortest  cut  to  Prin- 
gle's  swamp,  where  the  blackberries  grew  thick- 
est, where  the  trailing  arbutus  opened  its  pink  i 


lips  earliest  to  the  May  sun.  She  could  give 
you  the  Christian  names  of  half  the  population 
of  Stillwater,  with  characteristic  traits  and 
amusing  items  of  family  history.  She  could 
have  mapped  out  to  you  her  father's  systematic 
arrangement  of  his  day's  work  ;  how  he  weeded 
his  garden  while  breakfast  was  in  preparation  ; 
read  the  divines  and  wrote  his  sermon  till  din- 
ner ;  visited  his  parish  in  the  afternoon ;  and 
recited  Young's  "Night  Thoughts"  to  mamma 
in  the  still  evenings,  with  the  honey-suckles 
pushing  in  at  the  open  window,  a  fragrant 
commentary.  She  could  have  told  you  all  this 
and  a  thousand  other  details  of  Stillwater  life, 
perhaps  something  of  the  gossips  of  the  place, 
its  loves  and  hates  ;  but  it  would  have  been  all 
mechanical  wdtli  her — a  thing  of  rote ;  some- 
thing resembling  a  dull  novel  read  on  a  rainy 
day  for  the  Avant  of  pleasant  companionship, 
since  these  were  no  longer  the  vital  interests  of 
life :  the  old  loves  were  not  dead,  but  sleeping, 
and  this  new  affection  had  stepped  in  and 
usurped  their  privileges,  had  overgrown  them, 
so  to  speak,  and  had  shut  off  the  atmosphere 
which  would  have  endowed  them  with  healthy 
vigor.  One  day  it  struck  her,  like  a  blow,  that 
by-and-by  she  would  need  to  break  the  thread 
of  this  enchantment,  and  go  back  to  Stillwater 
and  still  life.  She  was  Avalking  on  the  ter- 
race with  Frodsham  when  the  thought  occurred 
to  her,  leaning  upon  his  arm.  There  w^as  a 
slender  young  moon  just  setting,  and  a  ten- 
der light  in  the  heavens,  glittering  in  the  dew, 
deepening  in  the  shadows  of  her  companion's 
eyes. 

"  How  I  shall  miss  every  body  here  when  I 
go  home!"  she  said,  thinking  aloud. 

"When  you  go!"  he  echoed,  as  if  the  idea 
of  losing  her  was  new  and  startling.  "I  can't 
think  what  Cragstowe  will  be  like  without  you, 
Elizabeth,  unless  it  should  resemble  the  great 
desert.  You  must  stay  here" — emphasized  by 
the  pressure  of  a  hand.  "  I  can't  trust  you  out 
of  my  sight,  nor  in  the  neighborhood  of  that 
love-lorn  old  miser  of  yours.  I'm  afraid  he  will 
steal  awayyour  heart,  and  lock  it  up  among  his 
gold!" 

She  gave  her  happy  laugh,  that  reminded 
one  of  the  trills  of  a  wild  bird,  in  replying : 

"I  thought  there  was  nothing  could  make 
great  Achilles  tremble." 

"  Only  the  thunders  of  Jove,  when  they  bring 
trouble  to  you." 

"I'm  not  so  weak  a  vessel  as  to  sell  myself, 
I  trust;  do  you  think  I  am?" 

"Then  it  would  be  selling  yourself?  You 
really  havenH  come  down  here  without  a  heart 
to  lose,  playing  a  one-sided  game  with  us  poor 
wretches  ?  There  isnt  any  youth  with  ambro- 
sial locks  in  Stillwater,  then,  who  wishes  Crag- 
stowe were  in  the  Red  Sea,  and  you  out  of  it, 
eh?" 

Elizabeth  colored  deeply  under  the  setting 
moon,  and  touched  her  pocket  with  the  dis- 
engaged hand.   "  (9/?,  I  have  lost  it!''  she  cried. 

"Lost  what,  Elizabeth?"  he  asked,  pausing 
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and  looking  into  her  distressed  face.  "  Was  it 
a  love-letter?" 

"Oh,  let  me  go  back  and  look  for  it!''  she 
cried,  forgetting  herself  in  her  perplexity.  "  It 
can't  be  far  off ;  we  have  only  made  the  tour 
of  the  terrace,  and  I  am  sure  that  I  thrust  it 
into  my  pocket"  as  you  came  in.  Can  the  wind 
have  blown  it  away  ?" 

"Then  I  guessed  rightly?"  he  said,  in  his 
self-composed  way.  "See,  here  it  is  I"  show- 
ing a  crumpled  letter.  "I  don't  know  any 
sleight-of-hand  tricks,  so  don't  look  at  me  like 
that.  I  picked  it  up  on  the  veranda  after  you 
had  stepped  down.  A  gentleman's  handwrit- 
ing," he  continued,  still  detaining  it ;  '•  not  your 
father's ;  and  you  have  neither  guardian  nor 
brotlier.  Shall  I  tear  it  up  for  you  ?  That's  a 
safe  way  to  dispose  of  dangerous  letters." 

"It's  not  at  all  dangerous,"  said  Elizabeth, 
frov/ning,  and  holding  out  her  hand  for  it. 

"Are  you  serious?  Do  you  know  I  feel  an 
unaccountable  aversion  for  this  bit  of  paper?" 

"And  yet  it  is  perfectly  harmless,"  laughing, 
a  little  constrainedly. 

"  And  yet  one  is  hardly  disturbed  at  the  loss 
of  a  harmless  epistle — one  doesn't  blush  about 
a  friendly  letter.  You  know  my  power  of  clair- 
voyance ;  shall  I  tell  you  the  contents  of  this 
document  ?" 

"  Thanks  ;  but  I  think  I  know  the  contents 
quite  as  well  as  yourself,"  she  answered  ;  "  and 
I  don't  believe  in  your  clairvoyance ;  you  only 
deduce  from  given  premises." 

"Then  let  me  give  you  the  benefit  of  my  se- 
vere deductions.  We  will  sit  down  here  under 
the  echo-tree,  if  you  please." 

"But  the  echo-tree  tells  tales  ;  I  don't  think 
it's  a  safe  place.  See  how  it  leans  down  to 
listen !" 

"That's  true ;  it  tells  every  thing  it  hears  to 
the  spirits  of  the  air — to  the  birds  asleep  in  the 
elms  yonder,  and  they  think  it's  a  dream,  and 
sing  it  all  out  to  the  world  next  morning,  just 
as  you  tell  your  dreams  at  the  breakfast-table. 
Yet,  somehow  or  other,  lovers  always  take  to 
the  echo-tree,  notwithstanding  its  faults ;  per- 
haps they  like  to  hear  their  words  repeated. 
Now,  then,  have  you  answered  this  love-let- 
ter, Elizabeth  ?  No  ?  Then  let  me  ask  you  to 
answer  in  the  negfitive." 

"Aunt  Ellen  would  say  it  is  too  good  a 
chance  to  lose,"  she  returned,  mockingly. 

"  And  you  don't  care  for  good  chances,  eh  ?" 

"No,"  soberly;  "there's  only  one  good 
chance  in  the  Avorld." 

"  To  love  and  to  be  beloved  ?  Is  that  it  ? 
Then  you  do  not  love  this  youth  ?  I  begin  al- 
ready to  sympathize  with  him." 

"  Strange  inconsistency  ;  and  yet  you  advise 
me  to — to — " 

"To  give  him  the  cold  shoulder.  I  do,  in- 
deed ;  but  I  pity  him  at  the  same  time,  all  the 
more,  perhaps,  for  fear  the  same  measure  may 
be  meted  to  me.  Come,  let  us  hear  what  the 
echo  has  to  say  about  it,"  he  added,  flinging 
out  these  strophes  on  the  wings  of  a  melody : 


"  'Echo,  dear  echo, 

Listening  here  I  wait ; 
Answer  me,  dear  echo, 

Will  she  be  my  Fate? 
When  the  stars  are  in  the  sky, 

When  the  dawn  dethrones  the  uight, 
Does  she  with  love's  mystery 

My  true  love  requite?' 

There,  don't  you  hear  echo  answer  'Quite?' 
Shall  we  take  her  for  a  prophetess  ?" 

"Your  oracle  is  a  time-server,"  said  Eliza- 
betli,  evasively  ;  "  she  says  Avhateveryou  choose 
to  have  her." 

"Obliging,  isn't  she?  I  wish  some  other 
friend  of  mine  would  be  so  kind,  would  answer 
me  according  to — " 

"Your  folly?" 

"Is  it  a  folly?  I  think  the  echo,  then,  is 
only  a  malicious  fairy,  who  entices  us  into  her 
neighborhood  in  order  that  we  shall  make  con- 
fessions which  we  had  best  keep  to  ourselves." 

"Ah?    I  haven't  felt  her  influence,  then." 

"I  wish  you  had.  But  see;  it  is  clouding 
over  for  a  storm  ;  the  stars  have  gone  in." 

"  We  had  better  follow  tlieir  example." 

"Take  my  arm,  then.    And  the  letter?" 

"I  have  it  safe." 

"  And  yon  will  burn  it,  to-morrow  ?" 

"Yes."  And  so  it  hai)pened  that  the  first 
fortune  in  Stillwater — and  no  mean  one  at  that 
— as  well  as  a  heart  true  as  steel,  Avere  alien- 
ated from  Elizabeth,  and  passed  beyond  her 
grasp  forever. 

"Perhaps  I  ought  to  have  married  him," 
she  said  to  herself,  when  the  letter  was  fairlv 
mailed — "such  comfort  for  mamma!  such  a 
load  off  poor  papa's  shoulders  !  such  shinv  silks 
and  ermine  as  his  sisters  wore  to  church  !  and 
the  fiimily  jewels !  But  if  I  love  some  one 
else,  am  I  doing  wrong?  Is  not  love  an  in- 
spiration from  the  Divine  source  ?  Would  it 
not  be  profiination  to  make  it  a  subject  of  bar- 
ter? Would  it  not  seem  to  be  like  the  money - 
cliangers  in  the  temple  ?" 

Thus  week  multii)lied  ])y  week,  and  the  year 
that  had  seemed  such  a  rough,  up-hill  road  to 
this  little  traveler,  had  proved  itself  the  high- 
way to  many  happy  possibilities.  Erodsham,  to 
be  sure,  had  not  sealed  the  compact  with  set 
words  and  a  ring;  but  for  all  that  the  great, 
wise  world  sliook  its  head,  srniling  approving- 
ly, and  declared  the  affair  a  foregone  conclu- 
sion. There  was  a  doubt  in  the  mind  of  the 
community,  but  the  blind  boy  had  stolen  a 
march  on  young  Frodsham  at  last,  in  spite  of 
himself,  and  had  effectually  cut  off  his  retreat ! 
But  even  communities  are  sometimes  at  fault ; 
so,  while  mammas  patted  Elizabeth,  figura- 
tively, and  planned  how  they  would  cultivate 
her  when  she  became  Mrs.  Frodsham,  their 
daughters  glowered  at  her  bver  their  fans, 
wondering  how  it  would  seem  to  snare  such  a 
handsome  lover  without  turning  over  one's 
hand ;  a  lover  who  hung  on  one's  words,  and 
deluged  one  with  tropical  flowers,  and  forgot 
the  existence  of  other  Avomen  Avhen  one  was 
near.    And  thev  felt  a  sort  of  bitter  envy  of 
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tliis  strange  girl  wlio  had  come  down  from  Still- 
Avater  to  carry  oil'  the  match  of  the  season. 
Poor  Elizabeth,  wiien  Stillwater  would  have 
been  so  much  less  fatal  to  her,  with  all  its  stag- 
]iation  !  Frodsham  had  been  out  all  day,  mak- 
ing his  New-Year's  calls  ;  he  had  reserved  the 
evening,  however,  for  Elizabeth  and  Mrs.  Mur- 
ray ;  and  now,  as  he  sprung  up  the  stairs  with- 
out a  Avarning  bell  or  servant,  as  was  his  cus- 
tom of  late,  a  strange  tableau  met  his  gaze. 
Through  the  deep  bay-window,  that  let  in  a 
glimpse  of  Avinter  landscape  at  the  liead  of  the 
staircase,  the  first  young  moon  of  the  year  Avas 
looking  in  like  a  sweet  familiar  face,  groAvn  dear- 
er and  sweeter  than  before,  quite  unawares. 
Where  he  stood  he  could  discern  the  snoAv- 
])iled  terraces  gleaming  like  polished  marble 
beneath  its  light,  and  the  treacherous  echo-tree 
bending  still  loAver,  Avitli  its  Christmas  burden 
of  icicles  and  snow-Avreaths  ;  the  tall  spire  of  a 
church  shot  up  beyond,  like  the  finger  of  faith, 
])ointing  upAvard  to  the  frosty  skies  and  the 
slender  new  moon  as  an  earnest  of  peace  on 
earth  and  good-Avill  tOAvard  men ;  Avhile  a  dis- 
tant mere  struck  off  the  Avhite  radiance  from 
its  frozen  surface  like  burnished  steel,  only  to 
gather  it  back  into  its  cold  bosom  till  the  w  hole 
.Avas  a  tangle  of  flashing  silver  sparks.  But  Avhat 
most  claimed  the  young  man's  attention  Avas 
the  fore-ground  of  the  picture,  Avhere  Elizabeth 
had  fallen  on  her  knees  before  the  i)hantom 
moon,  like  some  Eastern  Avor.shii)er,  and  As  ith 
upturned  face,  and  clasped  hands,  repeated 
some  foolish  rune  beneath  her  breath. 

"What  are  you  doing,  Elizabeth  ?"  he  asked, 
bending  to  raise  her;  but  she  had  found  her 
feet  at  his  first  Avord,  and  Avas  standing  there 
before  him,  abashed  and  blushing. 

"Oh,  I  am  so  foolish!"  she  cried,  in  self-re- 
proach; "it  never  struck  me  how  foolish  be- 
fore— as  if  the  neAV  moon  and  I  could  Avork  mir- 
acles together !  I  Avas  only  saying  a  silly  verse 
to  the  first  ncAV  moon  of  the  year.  Do  you 
mind  very  much  ?  Noav  don't  laugh  ;  they  say 
if  you  bow  nine  times,  and  drop  on  your  knees 
before  her,  she  Avill  grant  your  Avish." 

"I  Avould  rather  drop  on  my  knees  to  you, 
silly  child.    Would  you  grant  7ny  Avish  ?" 

"  That  depends,"  she  ansAvered,  gravely.  "  I 
shouldn't  Avant  to  grant  it  before  I  heard  it,  you 
knoAV.    Come,  Aunt  Ellen  is  Avaiting  for  me." 

"She  can't  have  you  till  you  tell  me  your 
wish." 

"  Oh,  never  I  never!" 

"And  Avhy  not?  Is  it  so  great  a  secret? 
Come  to  me,  Elizabeth,  I  can  grant  your  Avish 
better  than  the  ncAv  moon.  Darling,  did  you 
Avish  for  love,  Avhen  it  Avas  yours  already  ?  Come 
to  me,  dearest!"  And  she  Avent,  poor  foolish 
moth. 

That  Avas  a  NcAV-Year's  night  hard  to  forget 
— a  night  to  shine  forever  through  the  mists  of 
Time,  groAving  brighter  and  brighter  by  its  OAvn 
unborroAved  liglit.  So  Avhen  Elizabeth  Avent 
home  to  Stillwater  nothing  seemed  dull,  nothing 
tedious ;  for  this  sacred  flame  in  her  heart  il- 


luminated the  round  Avorld,  and  she  saw  and 
moved  through  its  benign  presence  ;  routine 
Avas  no^  longer  distastefid,  poverty  no  more  a 
hardship,  since  she  sojourned  in  a  land  of  beau- 
tiful shadoAvs,  and  Love  Avalked  beside  her  all 
the  Avay. 

Elizabeth  had  been  engaged  to  Julian  Frod- 
sham for  half  a  year,  Avhen  suddenly,  Avithout  a 
moment's  Avarning,  her  planet  Avent  into  eclipse. 
The  daily  mail  that  found  its  Avay  up  among 
the  NcAv  Hampshire  hills  put  into  her  hands, 
one  bright  morning,  a  i)ackage  bearing  the  Avell- 
knoAvn  handAvriting.  She  kissed  it,  as  she  held 
it,  before  breaking  the  seal,  since  Avhatever  he 
had  touched  Avith  so  much  as  the  tips  of  his 
fingers  was  precious  to  her;  then  she  opened 
it,  deliberately,  and  let  loose  a  bevy  of  iuclosed 
letters.  The  love-letters  she  had  Avritten  to 
Julian ! 

"Don't  break  your  heart  for  me,  Elizabeth," 
he  Avrote,  Avith  the  egoism  peculiar  to  many 
men  ;  "  some  other  is  better  Avorth  it.  A  spec- 
ulation in  Avhich  the  greater  part  of  my  fortune 
Avas  involved  has  failed,  and  I  love  you  too  Avell 
to  subject  you  to  the  trials  and  hardships  of 
povertv,  for  my  sake.  '  Good-by,  sweet-heart, 
good-by.'" 

Oh,  did  he  not  knoAv  that  she  had  been  all  her 
life  used  to  that  fierce  discipline,  and  counted 
it  as  nothing  beside  this  loss  of  love's  neighbor- 
hood? Elizabeth  Avas  like  one  paralyzed  Avhen 
she  first  let  her  eyes  Avander  over  that  scrap  of 
pajjcr ;  then  she  repeated  over  and  over  to  her- 
self those  fatal  Avords,  "  Good-by,  SAveet-heart, 
good-by,"  in  a  mazed  Avay,  as  if  trying  to  un- 
ravel their  meaning  and  intention.  Could  such 
sAvcet  Avords  mean  cruelty  and  desertion  ?  She 
left  her  seat  presently,  and  throwing  her  let- 
ters u])on  the  empty  grate  as  she  passed,  Avent 
out  and  laid  the  table  for  dinner,  putting  on  a 
plate  for  Julian,  and  laughing  in  a  heedless, 
giddy  Avay  at  the  conceit,  still  singing  over  and 
over  the  snatch  they  had  sung  together,  she  and 
Julian,  "Good-by,  sweet-heart,  good-by,"  the 
thrust  and  Avound  being  the  sharper  from  the 
familiarity  of  the  Aveapon. 

"  You  are  right  merry  to-day,  Lizzie,"  said 
her  father.    "AYhat  has  happened?" 

"Oh,  nothing,  father,  nothing,"  she  ansAver- 
ed;  "he  told  me  not  to  break  my  heart,  and  I 
am  singing  and  laughing  to  keep  it  Avhole,  you 
knoAv. " 

"To  keep  it  Avhole,  daughter!  Is  there  any 
thing—" 

"Elizabeth,  Elizabeth,"  called  her  mother 
from  her  couch,  Avhere  she  read  the  morning 
paper  faithfully  every  day  ;  "  Elizabeth,  is  there 
another  Julian  Frodsham  in  CragstOAve  ?  He  is 
married  to  a  Miss  Bullion  !  It  can  not  be  your 
Julian  ?" 

Elizabeth  carried  both  hands  to  her  head,  and 
burst  into  a  loud  laugh,  peal  after  peal. 

"No,  it  can  not  be  my  Julian,"  she  cried; 
then,  "It  is  so  droll,"  kneeling  doAvn  at  her 
mother's  side,  and  looking  Avith  great  vacant 
eyes  into  nothingness,  "he  Avouldn't  have  me 
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to  suffer  poverty,  but  he  doesn't  mind  it  for  her, 
you  see,  poor  thing  1  But  he  Avouldn't  like  me 
to  break  my  heart,  mother ;  don't  let  it  break, 
don't  let  it  break,"  her  voice  rising  like  the 
wind,  Avith  the  storm  and  vehemence  of  her 
emotions  ;  then  dropping  into  a  murmur,  "If  it 
does  break,  don't  let  him  know  it,"  followed  by 
a  hollow,  resonant  laugh  that  chilled  the  blood 
in  her  mother's  veins  and  froze  the  words  upon 
her  father's  lips. 

"The  child  is  mad!"  said  Mrs.  Brandon,  in 
a  white  horror,  reading  her  husband's  face. 
"Send  for  Dr.  Rue." 

But  it  was  a  case  quite  beyond  Dr.  Rue's  ut- 
most skill ;  not  all  his  science  could  restore  to 
pretty  Elizabeth  Brandon  what  she  had  lost  on 
that  bright  summer  morning,  through  a  bad 
speculation  of  Julian  Frodsham's. 

"  We'll  bring  it  before  the  courts,"  said  Doc- 
tor Rue,  then,  to  Mr.  Brandon;  "we'll  make 
him  pay  roundly  for  this." 

"Never, while  /  live!"  answered  her  father. 
"  Nothing  can  pay  for  this  blind  Avork.  Nothing 
can  restore  to  me  my  light-hearted,  hap])y  child. 
All  the  gold  ill  the  veins  of  California  could  not 
pay  the  price : 

"'The  mills  of  God  grnul  slowly, 
But  they  griud  exceeding  small.'" 

•  And,  indeed,  it  was  hard  lines  for  this  poor 
old  clergyman,  struggling  along  on  a  j)inching 
salary,  Avith  a  bedridden  Avife  and  a  mad  daugh- 
ter.   Elizabeth's,  to  be  sure,  Avas  a  gentle,  mel- 
ancholy madness  ;  there  was  nothing  terrifying 
in  the  soft  eyes  that  met  yours  in  an  empty  gaze, 
nor  in  the  idle  Avringing  of  her  Avhite  hands  ;  but 
for  all  that  she  Avas  utterly  useless,  as  Avell  as  a 
constant  care  and  reproach  to  the  Avorn  father; 
moreover,  she  often  Avandered  aAA-ay  into  the 
Avastc  or  Avooded  places  about  Stillwater,  and  , 
led  him  a  weary  tramp  over  marsh  and  mead-  j 
OAv,  up  hills,  and  across  streams ;  and  Avhen  ^ 
questioned  about  these  rambles,  she  invariably  j 
replied :  j 
"I  am  folloAving  the  new  moon  to  Crag- 
stOAve.    She  flies  before  me  ;  but  I  shall  over- 
take her  yet!" 

It  Avonld  have  been  safer  to  have  lodged  her 
in  an  asylum ;  but  then  there  Avas  no  money. 
Accordingly,  it  Avas  no  great  surprise  to  any 
one,  considering  his  burdens,  that  one  day  Mr. 
Brandon  laid  them  doAvn  and  slept  the  sleep  of 
the  just.  But  Avho  Avas  Samaritan  enough  to 
take  these  burdens  upon  himself  henceforth? 
The  old  love-lorn  miser  might  have  come  to 
the  rescue  at  this  period,  perhaps,  for  the  sake 
of  the  lovely  girl  Avho  had  once  stolen  his  heart 
— his  chief  treasure — had  he  not  already  paid 
the  debt  of  nature  and  left  his  hoards  to  be 
scattered  to  the  Avinds ;  Avhile  the  youth  Avhose 
fiite  was  sealed  once  by  Mr.  Julian  Frodsham 
under  the  echo-tree  at  CragstOAve  had  carried 
himself  and  his  fortune  abroad.  Then  Avhen 
Mr.  Brandon  died  his  small  annuity,  as  Avell 
as  his  smaller  salary,  died  Avith  him, 'and  since 
it  never  rains  but  it  pours,  his  creditors  found 


the  heart  to  foreclose  the  mortgage  on  the  bit 
of  land  Avhich  he  had  dignified  Avith  the  title 
of  "a  farm."  Of  course  after  this  there  Avas 
the  merest  pittance  left  for  Elizabeth  and  her 
invalid  mother — an  income  so  small  that  it  Avas 
found  barely  sufficient  to  provide  Mrs.  Bran- 
don Avitli  the  absolute  necessities  of  existence. 
Where,  then,  should  Elizabeth  find  the  com- 
forts of  a  home  ?  Fate  had  narrowed  her  cir- 
cumstances so  relentlessly  that  there  Avas  no- 
thing left  for  her  support  but  the  benefices  of 
the  tOAvn !  And  so  pretty  Elizabeth  Brandon, 
Avho  had  had  tAvo  fortunes  at  her  beck  and  call, 
and  Avho  had  just  escaped  the  third,  became  a 
town  pauper !  But  the  selectmen  of  Stillwater 
AA'ere  shreAvd  felloAvs,  Avith  an  eye  to  economy 
and  the  main  chance ;  and  one  fine  day  Mr. 
Julian  Frodsham  Avas  surjjrised  out  of  his  ele- 
gant ease  by  a  summons  to  ansAver  to  a  suit  in 
court  for  breach  of  })romise.  Dr.  Rue's  pre- 
diction had  come  true — they  meant  to  make 
him  pay  roundly  for  his  misdeed,  and  they  suc- 
ceeded ;  and  the  damages  sent  poor  Elizabeth — 
ignorant  of  the  Avhole  business — as  Avell  as  lier 
paralyzed  mother,  to  the  protection  of  the 
asylum  at  last. 

Would  any  one  have  identified  this  vacant- 
eyed  Avoman  Avho  took  up  her  abode  there  Avith 
the  rosy,  laughing  child  who  started  for  Crag- 
stoAve  one  morning  five  years  before,  the  very 
spirit  of  youth  and  buoyant  haj)])incss,  Avith  a 
future  full  of  alluring  porspecfives  ?  When  she 
had  been  at  the  asylum  for  a  Avholc  year,  the 
directors  sent  Avord  to  the  town  of  Stillwater, 
stating  "that  though  Elizabeth  Brandon  Avas 
possessed  of  an  incurable  malady,  it  had  been 
so  far  alleviated  by  the  treatment  to  which  she 
had  been  submitted  as  to  make  it  safe  for  her 
to  be  intrusted  Avith  the  care  of  other  patients 
more  in-ational,  since  her  gentleness  and  native 
tractableness  rendered  her  an  efticient  aid  in  the 
services  to  Avhich  she  had  been  trained,  in  the 
Avay  of  her  cure,  in  order  to  AvithdraAv  her  mind 
and  occu})y  it,  as  Avas  deemed  needful.  There- 
fore it  was  decided  that  she  should  be  dis- 
charged, further  cure  Iteing  considered  impos- 
sible, or  retained  in  her  capacity  of  assistant- 
nurse,  according  as  her  legal  guardians  should 
direct." 

Doubtless  her  legal  guardians  Avere  nothing 
loth  to  take  advantage  of  this  overture,  and  to 
rid  themselves  of  the  responsibility  of  Eliza- 
beth's Avelfare,  for  she  Avas  still  in  the  kindly 
shelter  of  the  asylum  Avhen  the  new  patient  Avas 
brought  in,  whose  lapse  from  reason  had  filled 
the  columns  of  the  dailies  Avith  commiserations 
and  Avarnings. 

If  an  observer  had  failed  to  recognize  the 
blooming  young  girl  in  the  sodden,  afilicted 
Avoman,  much  less  Avould  he  have  been  able  to 
discover  traces  of  the  once  gay  gallant  in  this 
bowed  and  broken  man,  Avho,  Avith  Avandering 
mind  and  relaxed  Avill,  raved  about  the  money- 
market,  stocks,  and  exchange,  and  struck  out  at 
his  keepers  Avith  all  the  strength  and  heedless- 
ness of  despair. 


A  BREACH  OF  PROMISE. 


897 


' '  Poor  creature ! "  said  Elizabeth,  shutting  out 
the  sounds  with  her  two  hands,  as  the  muffled 
figure  was  borne  past  her  to  the  padded  room. 
"1  wonder  who  he  is?" 

"His  money  has  driven  him  mad,"  said  a 
doctor  who  stood  near.  "It  is  Julian  Frod- 
sham,  the  millionaire.  He  lost  his  wife  last 
month,  and  though  he  hardly  loved  her,  the 
loss  of  her  fortune,  w'hich  returned  to  other 
heirs,  to  his  great  surprise,  was  the  last  straw 
that  broke  the  camel's  back." 

"Julian  Frodsham!"  rejDeated  Elizabeth, 
groping  in  the  dark  places  of  her  intelligence 
for  a  clew.  "  Have  I  seen  him  ?  Have  I  heard 
of  him?" 

"  Very  likely,"  returned  the  doctor,  who  was 
wholly  ignorant  of  her  Iiistoiy.  "  He  has  been 
a  man  of  mark  in  the  mercantile  world  ;  but  too 
great  a  worshiper  of  Mammon." 

"  Julian  Frodsham,"  echoed  Elizabeth. 
"Something  in  the  name  haunts  me.  Do  you 
know,"  she  said,  speaking  half  under  her  breath, 
quickly,  as  if  the  thoughts  crowded  upon  her 
too  fiist  for  utterance,  "when  you  spoke  it  just 
now  a  strange  picture  presented  itself  to  me. 
I  saw  a  new  moon  looking  in  through  a  great 
alcove  window  across  a  winter  landscape,  and  a 
young  girl  on  her  knees  before  it,  and  this  Julian 
Frodsham  stretching  out  his  arms  to  her,  with 
a  countenance  dazzling  with  love.  And  yet, 
you  know,  I  have  not  seen  the  man's  face !" 

The  Doctor  looked  at  her  scrutinizingly ; 
there  was  a  flush  on  her  usually  pallid  cheeks, 
and  a  lustre  in  her  usually  wan  eyes,  as  if  a 
new  intelligence  animated  her.  "You  need 
rest,"  said  he,  "and  a  blister  on  the  feet." 

"I?  Oh  no!  I  never  felt  better.  I  need 
more  occupation,  and  all  you  can  tell  me  about 
this  poor  man.  The  thought  of  him  recurs  to 
me  in  all  manner  of  situations  and  scenes.  Can 
I  have  dreamed  them  ?  I  feel  as  if  I  were  sent 
here  to  do  him  service.  Shall  I  have  the  care 
of  him  ?  Shall  I  go  now  and  see  what  he 
needs  ?" 

"You  I  why,  he  would  annihilate  you  with 
a  word,  child." 

" I  am  not  afraid." 

"He  would  tear  you  limb  from  limb." 
"Yet  I  controlled  '  Hamlet'  when  the  others 
failed." 

"Yes, yes ;  true" — thoughtfully.  "But  wait ; 
the  others  have  not  failed  here." 

"But  when  they  do?" 

"When  they  do  fail  you  shall  be  called." 

And  so  it  happened  that  one  day  Elizabeth 
teas  "called." 

Mr.  Frodsham  was  literally  starving  to  death. 
He  would  take  no  food,  and  all  the  usual  meth- 
ods of  forcing  the  patient  had  utterly  failed. 
However,  his  violence  had  in  a  measure  sub- 
sided ;  and  in  the  intervals  he  would  sit  and 
count  his  fingers,  and  make  long  calculations 
on  the  walls  of  his  apartment  with  his  nails,  and 
tear  his  hair  and  clench  his  hands  till  the  blood 
spurted  forth,  at  the  results.  "  I  shall  come  to 
the  alms-house  yet,"  he  would  shriek  at  such 


times.  "I  tell  you  I  shall  bring  \\\)  at  the  alms- 
house yet.  She  did  I  she  did  !  /  tell  you  she 
did!'''  It  was  during  one  of  these  paroxysms 
that  Elizabetii's  ministrations  began.  "  Come," 
she  said,  softly  touching  his  clammy,  cold  hands 
with  her  delicate  fingers;  "we  will  go  there 
together,  then :  it  is  not  so  bad  there,  either; 
there's  a  pleasant  fire  burning  on  the  hearth, 
and  the  tea-kettle  sings  on  the  hob,  and  the  cat 
purs  before  the  blaze." 

"  Who  are  you  ?"  he  asked,  roughly,  motion- 
ing her  away.  "Be  off  with  you !  I  tell  you, 
you  have  deceived  me — you  have  wronged  me  I 
There  Avas  a  woman  Mho  loved  me  once,  but 
she  was  not  like  you  I " 

"Tell  me  about  her,"  asked  Elizabeth,  with 
shining  eyes  and  trembling  mouth.  "And  taste 
this.  I  prepared  it  myself  for  you:  see  how  good 
it  is!" 

"  Ah,  you  want  to  poison  me,  you  green-eyed 
witch  ;  I  know  your  tricks.  You  want  my  mon- 
ey; but,  hist!  you  shall  never  touch  a  coin  of  it ! 
Ah,  but  she  would  never  have  done  it ;  she  was 
like  a  rose,  dew-sprcnt — and  I  was  her  ruin! 
Retribution  ?  Ah,  get  away  with  vour  poison 
stuff.    I'll  none  of  it!" 

"  Oh,  indeed,  it  is  good  food,"  persisted  the 
patient  Elizabeth.  "  See,  I  will  taste  it  my- 
self." 

"  You  ?  Ah,  you  look  true  :  you  have  hon- 
est eyes  and  a  smile  like  hers.  If  I  could  only 
hear  her  say  '  I  forgive  you,'  "  bending  low,  and 
whispering  in  Elizabeth's  car,  "for  I  starved 
her,  body  and  soul ;  she  was  a  pauper,  you 
know,  after  that — a  pauper!" 

"I  was  a  pauper  once  myself,"  said  Eliza- 
beth, simply. 

"You!  Let  me  taste  it,  then;  let  me  see 
what  paupers'  fare  is  like.  There,  it  is  not  so 
bad !  not  so  bad  !" 

"  By  no  means !" 

"  Give  me  more.  There,  there  :  noAV  sing 
tome.  You  can  sing?  /S/^e  sang  to  me  once, 
such  delicious  melodies,  full  of  sobs  and  sighs. 
I  am  going  to  sleep  now.  Give  me  one  of  hei- 
songs — under  the  echo-tree  in  the  twilight — her 
lips  so  near  to  mine — her  breath  wasting  against 
my  cheek.    So."    And  Elizabeth  sang : 

"Drop,  drop  thiue  eyelids,  tired  soul, 

While  night  drops  down  upon  the  sea, 
And  in  the  heaveus  from  pole  to  pole 
The  planets  move  mysteriously: 
For  rest  is  blest, 
And  here  confessed 
Is  my  true  love  for  thee ! 

"Cease  thy  loud  beatings,  tired  heart, 
Perplexed  hy  pain  aucl  fear ; 
The  stars  themselves,  they  shiue  apart, 
Yet  feel  each  other  near; 
And  sighs  are  wings 
Whereon  Love  brings 
Thy  'farewell'  to  my  ear." 

She  sang  it  slowly,  her  voice  falling  tone  by 
tone,  till  it  vanished  in  a  tuneful  whisper,  the 
very  ghost  of  music.  The  lids  fallen,  the  lips 
half  smiling  and  composed,  the  brow  robbed  of 
its  hard  lines,  for  the  instant  his  whole  face 
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wore  the  mask  of  youth.  So  might  he  have 
looked  when,  in  the  twilight  beneath  the  echo- 
tree,  she  had  sung  the  same  words  to  him  long 
before  ;  so  might  he  have  smiled  and  lifted  his 
love-lighted  eyes  in  an  inspiration  of  recogni- 
tion, and  stretched  forth  his  arms  and  folded 
Elizabeth  to  his  heart. 

"Elizabeth,  Elizabeth ! "  he  whispered,  hoarse- 
ly. "Speak  to  me,  dear  child!  I  used  you 
ill,  but  you  love  me,  Elizabeth  ?  Say  you  for- 
give me.  I  have  no  breath  to  waste  in  mere 
words,  dearest.  I  have  been  hurt  unto  death, 
through  the  pride  of  life  and  the  lusts  thereof. 
But  oh !  I  have  loved  you  through  it  all,  dar- 
ling— vou,  Elizabeth,  only  you  I  Speak — quick- 
ly—darling!" 

Her  half-vacant  eyes  filled  up  to  the  brim 
with  sudden  intense  light  and  life,  which  touch- 
ed her  lips,  as  well,  into  a  seraphic  smile,  and 
painted  cheek  and  chin  with  the  wild  rose  of 
health  ;  all  the  frozen  sluices  of  her  heart  gave 
way  at  one  impulse ;  for  the  moment  she  was 
once  again  pretty  Elizabeth  Brandon,  with  her 
lover's  arm  about  her,  and  his  eyes  beseeching 
her ;  all  the  bitter  intervening  years  had  slipped 
down  into  gulfs  of  forgetfulness  ;  she  remem- 
bered nothing  but  that  she  had  him  fast,  but 
that  she  loved  him. 

"  There  is  no  need  for  haste, "  she  said,  bend- 
ing toward  him  ;  "  have  I  not  all  forever  to  tell 
you  my  love  in,  dear?" 

"  All  forever  there !  Oh  say  it  quickly  here  ; 
Elizabeth,  my  love  !  say  you  have  not  forgotten 
to  love  me !  Kiss  me  once  again  with  your 
fragrant  mouth.  Ah,  your  face  fades  away 
into  air! — do  not  go  away  now!  do  not  leave 
me  alone  forever !  Lean  over  me  so,  and  let 
my  soul  pass  into  yours !  '  Good-by,  sweet- 
heart— good-by.' " 

The  tired  eyelids  flickered,  the  smile  trem- 
bled and  went  out,  like  a  light  that  flares  and 
dies  ;  the  hands  relaxed  their  hold  of  earth- 
gotten  gains;  Elizabeth's  warm  lips  took  the 
last  dying  breath  of  Julian  Frodsham ! 


CUBA  AND  THE  OSTEND 
MANIFESTO. 

THE  party  organized  under  the  name  of 
Young  America,  and  recognizing  Stephen 
A.  Douglas  as  its  leader,  had,  as  a  principal  ob- 
ject, the  acquisition  of  Cuba.  How  that  party, 
in  1853,  killed  the  superannuated  leaders  of  the 
old  Democracy,  and  then  committed  suicide  by 
consenting  to  the  nomination  of  Frank  Pierce 
as  their  candidate  for  the  Presidency,  are  mat- 
ters of  history,  and  I  need  not  repeat  them. 
One  had  to  know,  personally,  Douglas,  Corry, 
Marshall,  and  Sanders  to  appreciate  their  look 
of  blank  dismay  and  disgust  when  William  A. 
Marcy  was  called  to  the  State  Department. 

General  Pierce  organized  an  able  Cabinet. 
The  most  striking  figure  was  at  its  head.  Will- 
iam A.  Marcy  had  been  raised  and  educated  in  a 
school  that  held  principles  as  a  sportsman  does 
money— as  so  much  capital  with  which  to  gam- 


ble. Thoroughly  imbued  with  such  teachings, 
he  had  not,  probably,  a  solitary  conviction  of 
what  was  right  or  wrong  in  jjolitics,  and  no  im- 
pulses to  embarrass  him  in  selecting  between 
the  two.  And  yet  it  is  impossible  to  look  over 
his  career,  long  and  varied  as  it  was,  and  find 
one  act  that  does  not  justly  claim  our  approval. 
All  that  he  accomplished  was  the  result  of  in- 
tellectual eftbrt,  and  nothing  else.  Not  onlv 
as  a  hard  student  did  he  gather  to  his  thought- 
ful mind  the  lessons  of  the  past,  but  as  a  shrewd 
observer  he  understood  the  events  of  his  day, 
and  appreciated  the  actors,  so  as  to  acquire  and 
exercise  influence  without  resorting  to  the  low 
arts  peculiar  to  the  sujjple  politician.  Huge 
and  unwieldy  in  his  person,  rough  almost  to 
brutality  in  his  manner,  with  massive  head, 
shaggy  eyebrows,  and  ])iercing  eyes  ;  possessed 
of  a  relish  for  humor,  and  a  power  of  sarcasm — 
based  on  a  keen  sense  of  the  ludicrous — com- 
bined to  make  the  ])olitical  shams  of  his  day 
shrink  from  his  presence,  and  at  the  same  time 
fear  and  rcsjjcct  his  power.  I  doubt  wliether 
William  A.  Marcy  had  a  friend,  in  the  popular 
acceptation  of  the  word,  but  he  had  what  is 
much  better — a  wide  circle  of  earnest  support- 
ers who  believed  him  honest  and  capable. 

We  can  not  justly  hold  a  man  nccountable 
for  his  friends.  He  is  responsible  for  his  ene- 
mies. The  former  select  him  ;  the  latter  he 
selects.  How  we  may  be  danuigcd  by  the  kind 
souls  that  circumstances  or  themselves  fasten  to 
us,  has  become  proverl)ial.  William  A.  ]\Iarcy 
managed  both  classes  with  admirable  judg- 
ment. The  officious  and  indiscreet  he  shook 
off,  while  with  a  premeditation  and  malice 
aforethought  really  artistic,  he  created  his  ene- 
mies. One  of  these  last  was  a  brother  mem- 
ber of  the  Cabinet — the  cold,  subtle,  and  un- 
principled Secretary  of  War,  Jellerson  Davis. 

The  cynic  believes — is  he  not  right  ? — that 
a  man  is  respected  in  this  wicked,  cowardly 
world  of  ours  just  in  proportion  to  the  harm 
he  can  do.  Who  has  ever  seen  a  huge  fellow 
running  from  a  hornet  without  appreciating  this 
fact  ?  For  one  act  originating  in  kind  impulse, 
have  we  not  a  hundred  to  which  we  are  driven 
from  a  fear  of  uni)leasant  consequences  ?  To 
this  may  be  attributed,  in  great  measure,  the 
success  of  Governor  Marcy  and  Secretary  Da- 
vis ;  and  our  political  friends  who  practice  the 
amiable  virtues  might,  with  advantage,  note  the 
fact  and  study  the  examides. 

Young  America  had  no  representative  in  the 
Cabinet  of  Mr.  Pierce  ;  but  the  leaders  had  too 
much  pluck  to  be  discouraged  on  that  account. 
As  much  of  the  difference  between  them  and 
the  "old  fogies"  (as  the  elders  of  the  Democ- 
racy were  called)  was  in  our  foreign  policy,  an 
effort  was  inaugurated  to  secure  one  or  more 
representatives  in  the  diplomatic  and  consular 
corps.  With  Governor  ISLarcy  at  the  head  of 
the  State  Department,  this  effort  would  have 
been  fruitless  but  for  the  fact  that  it  received 
the  sanction  and  active  co-operation  of  Mr. 
Secretary  Davis.    Pierre  Soule,  Senator  from 
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Loiii.siuiiii,  was  selected  ;  and  the  post  asked 
for,  that  of  Minister  to  Spain.  There  was 
something  extremely  ludicrous  in  tlie  proposi- 
tion. Senator  Soule,  a  Frenchman  by  birth 
and  education,  a  Red  Republican  by  profession, 
and  a  Democrat  in  j)rinciple,  had  signalized 
his  career  in  the  Senate  by  bitter,  continuous 
attacks  on  the  governments  of  Europe  in  gen- 
eral, and  that  of  Spain  in  particular.  To  send 
such  a  man  abroad,  clothed  with  powers  as  a 
JVIinister,  was  the  absurdcst  proposition  ever 
submitted  to  a  civilized  nation.  It  was  an  in- 
sult to  the  Spanish  government,  and  was  so  re- 
garded by  its  proud  and  irritable  people.  That 
this  selection  should  be  acquiesced  in  by  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives  not  in  the  secret  that 
actuated  the  appointment,  only  gives  additional 
proof  of  our  ignorance  of  the  laws  and  usages 
of  diplomacy.  To  choose  an  avowed  and  bit- 
ter enemy  as  our  representative  at  the  court  of 
a  friendly  power,  was  to  close  the  door  to  all 
usefulness  in  the  Minister.  As  his  appoint- 
ment was  an  insult,  his  presence  would  be  a 
continued  irritation  ;  and  one  might  well  be  puz- 
zled to  know  how  important  information  could 
be  obtained,  or  advantageous  negotiations  con- 
ducted, by  such  an  agent. 

It  was  not  intended,  however,  by  the  man- 
agers of  this  little  affair  that  Pierre  Soule  should 
waste  his  time  in  picking  up  information  or  ne- 
gotiating treaties.  He  was  to  procure  the  ac- 
quisition of  Cuba,  either  by  purchase  or  by 
force.  And  they  were  well  aware  that  either 
l)rocess  could  not  in  any  event  be  a  friendly 
one.  They  knew  that  no  class  or  clique  of 
politicians  was  to  be  found  in  Madrid  bold 
enough  to  advocate  or  consent  to  the  loss  of 
this  last  possession  out  of  the  many  that  had 
given  so  wide  a  space  to  Spain  in  the  history 
of  conquest.  The  Spanish  grandee,  who  will 
live  upon  garlic  to  preserve  his  feathers,  and 
suffer  the  severest  privation  rather  than  soil  his 
hands  by  labor,  is  not  the  man  to  approacli 
with  a  proposition  based  on  his  weakness  or 
poverty.  Young  America  and  the  Southern 
])oliticians  were  well  aware  of  this.  But  Cuba, 
from  the  fact  that  we  wanted  it,  and  for  no 
otlier  reason,  was  a  source  of  constant  irrita- 
tion. Every  thirty  days  the  American  flag — 
so  dear  to  the  South — was  grievously  insulted  ; 
and,  instead  of  instant  reparation  or  war,  it  all 
passed  off  in  stupid  negotiations.  Young  Amer- 
ica was  too  impatient  and  the  South  too  proud 
for  such  delays  and  such  results.  They  wanted 
an  agent  whose  knowledge  of  diplomacy,  or 
rather  practice,  did  not  extend  beyond  a  de- 
mand for  instant  apology  and  indemnity — or  his 
passport.  The  first  they  knew  would  not  be 
given ;  but  the  last  could  be  forced,  and  Mr. 
Pierre  Soule  was  well  selected  for  that  busi- 
ness. 

Read  by  tlie  light  of  subsequent  events,  it  is 
not  difficult  to  understand  why  Davis,  Toombs, 
Mason,  Slidell,  and  others  of  the  St)uth,  favored 
this  abominable  design.  While  Young  Amer- 
ica, full  of  honest  enthusiasm,  promulgated  the 


doctrine  of  Manifest  Destiny,  that  would  not 
only  extend  our  dominions  to  the  salt-water's 
edge,  but  embrace  the  islands  adjacent,  the 
addition  of  two  slave  States  in  Cuba,  and  no 
end  to  slave  territory  taken  from  Mexico,  would 
serve  to  preserve  that  balance  of  power  upon 
which,  in  its  estimation,  depended  the  presenta- 
tion of  our  Union,  the  Southern  intriguers  saw 
in  the  acquisition  of  Cuba  further  reasons  and 
means  for  the  breaking  up  of  that  Union,  and 
the  creation  of  a  great  empire  based  on  slavery. 
This  design  of  a  confederacy  of  slave  States, 
originating  with  John  C.  Calhoun,  had  been 
brooded  over  by  the  South  for  thirty  years,  and 
would  have  assumed  shape  long  before,  but  for 
the  presence  of  Henry  Clay,  whose  great  mind 
eml)raced  the  entire  country,  and  to  whose 
heart  our  integrity  as  a  jjcople  was  dearer  than 
life  itself. 

Although  from  his  association  and  support 
as  a  politician  one  might  reasonably  think 
otherwise,  I  do  not  believe  Mr.  Soule  was  ever 
affected  by  these  Southern  doctrines.  He  un- 
derstood them  well ;  and  frequently,  after  his 
arrival  in  Paris,  called  my  attention  to  the  de- 
signs of  Southern  leaders.  But  he  believed 
that,  in  preserving  the  balance  of  power  between 
the  free  and  the  slave  States,  we  would  strength- 
en the  Union.  He  held  that,  while  Northern 
territory  should  be  acquired  and  given  up  to 
free  labor,  the  South  should  look  to  Cuba, 
Mexico,  and  Central  America  for  the  addition 
of  slave  States.  He  believed  that,  in  these 
events,  the  Union  would  be  more  durable  than 
before. 

In  spite  of  the  remonstrances  from  Mr. 
Marcy,  the  President  gave  way  to  the  impor- 
tunities of  Young  America  and  the  solicita- 
tions of  Southern  politicians.  He  appointed 
Mr.  Soule'  Minister  to  Spain. 

The  ^Minister  was  not  long  without  an  oppor- 
tunity for  the  exercise  of  his  dii)lomatic  talent. 
The  Black  Wavj-ior,  a  merchant  vessel  of  the 
United  States,  sailing  in  the  Avaters  of  Cuba 
under  suspicious  circumstances,  was  fired  at 
and  brought  to  by  a  Spanish  man-of-war. 
Under  the  then  prevailing  doctrine  of  the  sa- 
credness  of  the  flag,  and  the  consequent  ex- 
emption from  the  right  of  search,  it  was  ex- 
ceedingly easy  to  get  a  vessel  fired  into.  Fili- 
busters, pirates,  and  slavers  had  only  to  run  up 
the  Stars  and  Stripes  to  secure  their  protection. 
Any  interference  was  then  at  the  risk  of  the 
party  interfering.  If  he  fortunately  seized  a 
pirate,  well  and  good  ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary, 
he  molested  an  honest  bark,  woe  betide  him! 
— the  flag  had  been  insulted,  and  great  was  the 
indignation. 

In  this  instance,  the  flag  so  jealously  guard- 
ed by  Southern  politicians  was  grievously  in- 
sulted. A  round  shot  from  a  six-pounder  had 
ricochetted  across  the  bows  of  the  vessel  car- 
rying that  flag ;  and  the  skipper,  under  the 
shadow  of  that  banner,  had  been  called  to  ac- 
count. The  country,  North  and  South,  was 
aroused  by  the  indignity ;  and  from  the  press 
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and  the  stump  came  loud  demands  for  apology. 
In  response  to  these  outcries,  Colonel  Sumner 
(since  Major-General  Sumner)  was  hurried  to 
Madrid  with  dispatches,  and  Young  America 
was  jubilant.  I  asked  :Mr.  Barringer,  Pierre 
Soule"s  immediate  predecessor,  and  then  in  Paris 
on  his  way  home,  if  he  thought  a  war  likely  to 
grow  out  of  the  affair. 
"Oh!  certainly  not." 

"I  can  not  well  see  how  it  can  be  avoided. 
Mr.  Soule  will  certainly  demand  an  apology, 
and  that  will  not  be  given  ;  then  he  will  ask  for 
his  passports." 

"Hardly.  Soule  will  first  state  the  circum- 
stance, and  ask  if  the  outrage  is  sanctioned  by 
the  Spanish  government.  The  Minister  will 
respond  that  he  is  not  yet  in  possession  of  the 
facts ;  he  will  reply  as  soon  as  he  receives  them. 
A  month  will  be  exhausted  in  waiting  for  reli- 
able intelligence ;  and  when  this  at  last  arrives 
a  long  correspondence  will  spring  up  in  relation 
thereto.  When,  at  last,  the  responsibility  is 
settled,  the  question  comes  as  to  the  indem- 
nity; and  when  this,  after  a  tiresome  corre- 
spondence, is  determined  upon,  the  Minister 
of  Foreign  Affairs  will  take  up  some  old  claim 
against  our  government  or  citizens,  and  ask  to 
have  it  admitted  as  a  set-off.  This  will  be 
deemed  sufficient  ground  for  further  correspond- 
ence, and  by  the  time  it  is  at  an  end  the  Black 
TFamo?- outrage  will  have  passed  from  the  mem- 
ory of  man." 

The  shrewd  remarks  of  Mr.  Barringer  showed 
considerable  knowledge  of  the  Spanish  Ministry 
and  European  diplomacy.  But  they  exhibited 
a  profound  ignorance  of  Pierre  Soule.  The 
correspondence  opened  as  the  ex-Minister  pre- 
dicted. The  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  re- 
sponded that  he  was  not  yet  prepared,  as  he 
was  awaiting  later  and  important  intelligence. 
Mr.  Soule  immediately  protested.  He  claimed 
that  the  Cuban  mail,  that  left  subsequent  to  the 
event  under  consideration,  arrived  previous  to 
his  dispatches  ;  and  certainly  so  grave  an  event, 
affecting  the  peace  of  two  great  nations,  was 
not  left  unexplained  by  the  Captain-General  of 
Cuba.  He  must  insist  upon  an  immediate  re- 
sponse. Twenty-four  hours  after,  this  peremp- 
tory demand  remaining  unanswered,  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  American  Legation,  Mr.  Perry, 
appeared  before  Calderon  de  la  Barca. 

"I  am  instructed,  your  Excellency,  by  the 
American  Minister,  to  say  that  he  sees  no  good 
reason  for  this  extraordinary  delay  in  respond- 
ing to  his  note  demanding  an  explanation  for 
the  recent  insult  to  our  flag.  Your  Excellency 
will  observe,"  the  Secretary  continued,  looking 
at  his  watch,  "that  it  is  now  twelve  o'clock. 
At  this  hour  to-morrow,  I  am  instructed  to  say, 
I  will  call  again.  If  the  response  is  not  ready, 
his  Excellency  wishes  his  passports." 

"My  God,  young  man!"  said  the  startled 
Minister,  "his  passports?  Does  Mr.  Soule 
mean  war?  Would  he  involve  these  two  great 
powers  in  a  war?" 

"I  am  not  instructed  by  his  Excellency  as 


to  his  intentions,  other  than  what  I  have  al- 
ready said.  I  wish  your  Excellency  a  good- 
morning." 

The  note  was  received  ere  the  twenty-four 
hours  had  passed,  and  proved  entirely  satisftic- 
tory.  There  was  no  excuse  for  demanding 
passports  ;  and,  alas !  no  hope  of  a  war. 

The  fact  is.  Senator  Soule  soon  discovered 
that,  between  Mr.  Secretary  Marcy  at  home  and 
dull,  honest,  yet  experienced  Calderon  de  la 
Barca  as  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  in  Madrid,, 
he  had  more  than  he  could  well  manage.  Cal- 
deron, as  I  have  said,  was  dull  and  honest ; 
but  his  long  residence  at  Washington  as  Minis- 
ter had  given  him  a  correct  knowledge  of  our 
government  and  a  fair  appreciation  of  our  peo- 
ple. He  was  able,  therefore,  to  meet  Soule' 
successfully,  although  vastly  his  inferior  in  ev- 
ery respect. 

I  do  not  recollect,  if  indeed  I  ever  knew,  who 
proposed  the  Ostend  Convention.  The  design 
was  that  Messrs.  Buchanan,  Mason,  and  Soule 
should  meet  at  some  convenient  place,  compare 
notes,  and  give  the  administration  at  Washing- 
ton the  benefit  of  their  information  touching  the 
acquisition  of  Cuba.  I  can  readily  imagine  the 
alacrity  with  Avhich  Mr.  Secretary  Marcy  con- 
sented to,  if  he  did  not  suggest  this  pitfiill.  He 
had  little  faith  in  Southern  politicians,  and 
none  whatever  in  Young  America.  He  de- 
spised Buchanan,  hated  Soule,  and  laughed  at 
Mason  ;  and  must  have  chuckled  at  the  thought 
of  exhibiting  them  to  the  world  as  making  a 
proposition  as  impracticable  as  it  was  odious. 
It  would  be  difficult  to  conceive,  even  with  a 
knowledge  of  the  character  and  antecedents  of 
these  men,  how  they  could  possibly  agree  upon 
any  one  thing.  But  it  must  be  remembered 
that  while  Soule  had  sought  the  acquisition  of 
Cuba  as  the  representative  of  a  party  honestly 
and  enthusiastically  imbued  with  the  doctrine 
of  Manifest  Destiny — a  destiny  that  would  event- 
ually give  the  continent  of  North  America  to 
one  grand,  powerful,  and  perfect  republic — Ma- 
son was  the  blind,  narrow,  and  bigoted  believer 
in  a  Southern  Confederacy,  and  wished  Cuba 
for  additional  slave  States  ;  while  Mr.  Buchan- 
an, knowing  little  of,  and  caring  less  for  either 
project,  was  looking  anxiously  for  the  Presi- 
dency, and  had  a  profound  respect  for  Southern 
influence,  and  a  wholesome  fear  of  the  reckless 
organization  that  in  the  late  National  Conven- 
tion had  so  effectually  put  a  quietus  to  his  po- 
litical claims. 

George  Sanders  and  Mr.  Sickles  had  contrived 
to  bring  him  in  contact  with  Felix  Pyat,  Kos- 
suth, young  Hugo,  Louis  Blanc,  and  other  dis- 
tinguished Red  Republicans,  Avhose  favorite  re- 
sort was  the  house  of  Mr.  Sanders,  where  din- 
ners were  given  and  duly  chronicled,  and  revo- 
lutions plotted ;  but  that  the  American  Minis- 
ter should  partake  greatly  disgusted  my  worthy 
chief  in  Paris,  who  roundly  asserted  that  such 
undignified  stnd  unprincipled  conduct  greatly 
impaired  Mr.  jNIason's  usefulness  as  a  Minister, 
and  retarded  his  diplomatic  work.    What  this 
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usefulness  and  work  consisted  of  would  puzzle 
one  to  say,  unless  they  were  a  profound  gravity 
of  deportment,  and  a  close  imitation  of  diplo- 
matic life,  very  difficult  to  maintain  when  the 
actor  had  any  sense  of  fun  in  his  composition. 

The  Ostend  Convention  was  an  absurdity. 
"What  information  those  three  gentlemen  could 
gather  up,  other  than  that  already  possessed  by 
the  administration  at  home,  it  is  difficult  to 
imagine.  But  when  we  remember  that  this 
trio  of  sages  were  not  ministers,  had  no  diplo- 
matic power,  but  were  merely  the  clerks  or 
agents  of  the  State  Department,  and  that  even 
the  head  of  the  State  Department  was  only  the 
clerk  of  the  President,  and  that  the  President 
could  not  move  without  the  sanction  of  the 
Senate,  the  amazement,  and  next  the  amuse- 
ment, of  the  diplomates  in  Europe  can  be  ap- 
preciated. 

It  was,  in  fact,  an  appeal  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  made  over  the  heads  of  the 
administration,  showing  the  necessity  of  seizing 
upon  Cuba,  how  it  could  be  accomplished,  and 
how  such  seizure — albeit  in  the  teeth  of  certain 
maxims  cherished  by  civilized  people — Avas  yet 
an  ' '  honest  thing. "  Unsophisticated  people  saw 
in  it  only  a  shameful  exhibition  of  unprincipled 
knavery  on  the  part  of  these  pretended  repre- 
sentatives. The  immorality  of  the  proceeding 
does  not  astound  us  so  much  as  its  intense  stu- 
pidity. Diplomatic  effort  has  but  one  moral 
criterion,  and  that  is  Success.  We  have  seen, 
as  every  student  must  see,  how  governments, 
while  professing  the  purest  and  highest  regard 
for  rights  of  all  sorts,  unhesitatingly  trample 
upon  them  when  their  safety  or  interests  seem 
to  demand  the  sacrifice.  But  it  is  something 
new  in  history,  and  unique  in  diplomacy,  to 
plan  a  burglary  of  such  magnificent  proportions, 
and  to  publish  the  prospectus  in  advance.  That 
these  prominent  men  should  unhesitatingly  as- 
sume the  moral  status  of  our  people  to  be  on  a 
level  with  such  a  paper,  and  give  the  world  to 
understand  that  such  an  appeal  would  be  popu- 
lar, was  most  infamous  ;  and  that  Mr.  Secretary 
Marcy  should  have  consented  to  the  act  seems 
incredible,  unless  he  saw  in  it,  as  he  probably 
did,  the  willful  suicide  of  these  obnoxious  poli- 
ticians. 

The  Convention  assembled.  I  was  to  have 
been  its  secretary,  but  declined  in  favor  of  Mr. 
D.  K.  M'llea,  American  Consul  at  Paris.  Mr. 
Soule  came  prepared  with  an  elaborate  docu- 
ment, but  with  the  tact  and  penetration  peculiar 
to  him,  he  submitted  it  to  Mr.  Buchanan  with 
an  earnest  request  that  he  would  adopt  it,  and 
consider  it  merely  a  few  thoughts  hastily  thrown 
together,  and  from  them,  as  from  the  rough 
ore,  produce  the  finished  coin  of  his  own  crea- 
tion. The  ponderous  Pennsylvanian,  complete- 
ly carried  away  by  the  flattery,  worked  out  the 
Manifesto.  It  is  a  singular  fact  that  this  docu- 
ment, as  it  originally  stood  in  the  handwriting 
of  Mr.  Buchanan,  did  not  exhibit  one  redeem- 
ing feature.  The  most  abandoned  criminal 
could  scarcely  have  thrown  out  a  more  bare- 


faced plea  in  behalf  of  villainy  than  did  this  so- 
called  statesman  of  Pennsylvania.  Born  and 
raised  in  a  free  State,  where  all  his  early  and 
better  associations  ought  surely  to  have  en- 
deared freedom  to  him,  he  yet  sold  himself  to 
Southern  masters — and  for  what  ? — and  placed 
on  record  in  this  notorious  Manifesto  his  con- 
viction that  our  possession  of  Cuba  was  a  neces- 
sity, in  order  to  perpetuate  slavery  there ;  for 
its  seizure  by  any  other  power  would  most  like- 
ly result  in  the  emancipation  of  its  slaves  ;  and 
such  a  menace  to  our  peculiar  institution  threat- 
ened injury  and  danger  to  our  government,  and 
hence  there  was  no  remedy  for  the  evil  but  a 
forced  purchase  or  seizure  of  the  island. 

The  original  draft,  in  the  handwriting  of  Mr. 
Buchanan,  was  corrected  here  and  there  by  Mr. 
Soule,  Avho  endeavored  to  soften  it  somewhat 
by  a  few  moral  paragraphs  and  rather  pious  re- 
flections ;  while  traces  might  be  seen  of  Judge 
Mason's  pen  correcting  a  few  verbal  inaccura- 
cies. The  naked  deformity  of  the  thing  seems 
to  have  shocked  even  the  Frenchman.  Judge 
Mason  can  scarcely  be  held  accountable.  It 
depended  very  much  whether  it  was  before  or 
after  dinner  that  he  signed  the  paper.  But  Mr. 
Buchanan  offered  himself  unhesitatingly  and 
shamelessly  for  sale.  The  Presidency  was  his 
object ;  that  secured,  he  cared  little  for  the  dis- 
asters he  brought  upon  the  republic, even  should 
the  gratification  of  his  vanity  and  ambition  in- 
volve the  very  destruction  of  the  republic  itself. 

The  Ostend  I\Ianifesto  was  received  with 
grins  by  the  diplomatic  circles  of  Europe,  and 
ridiculed  and  abused  at  home.  The  trap  in- 
tended for  Mr.  Marcy  caught  those  who  made  it. 

"I  have  read  your  paper,  gotten  up  at  Os- 
tend, with  great  interest,"  said  Drouyn  de 
L'Huys,  gravely,  to  Mr.  Mason,  "and  I  must 
say  that  it  is  able  and  clear.  I  never  before 
understood  your  American  policy." 

This  was  too  much  even  for  the  simple  mind 
of  the  Virginian  diplomate  ;  but  restraining  his 
wrath  until  he  reached  his  carriage,  he  turned 
to  me  and  said,  emphatically, 

"D — n  his  impudence!" 

One  of  the  Commission,  however,  was  emi- 
nently successful.  At  the  National  Democratic 
Convention  following  its  publication,  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan, its  reputed  author,  received  the  nomin- 
ation as  the  Democratic  candidate  for  the  Presi- 
dency. Young  America  was  true  to  its  pledge  ; 
and  the  Southern  politicians  saw  in  this  man  a 
creature  they  could  mould  to  their  own  traitor- 
ous purposes — even  then  clearly  defined.  They 
were  not  mistaken.  The  Minister  who  had  un- 
hesitatingly appended  his  signature  to  his  OAvn 
degradation,  in  the  hope  of  such  a  reward  as 
was  eventually  given  him,  occupied  the  Presi- 
dential chair  in  stolid  indifference  for  four  years ; 
Avhile,  to  his  knoAvlcdge,  the  most  active  prep- 
arations were  being  made  for  the  destruction 
of  the  government  that  had  so  honored  him. 

"I  am  the  last  President  of  the  United 
States!"  he  said,  in  a  tone  indicative  of  tri- 
umph rather  than  of  sorrow. 
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A  WOED  FOR  GRANDFATHERS. 

EVERY  man  is  bound  to  have  a  grandfa- 
ther on  each  side  of  the  house,  whether 
ke  knows  it  or  not ;  yet  every  man  is  not  bound 
to  be  a  grandfather.  Your  father  and  your  mo- 
ther, dear  reader,  surely  had  each  a  father,  yet 
you  may  have  no  children  of  your  own,  or,  if 
you  have  children,  they  may  not  have  any.  I 
never  saw  either  of  my  grandfathers,  and  have 
never  been  made  particularly  acquainted  with 
their  personal  traits.  I  am  glad  to  think  of 
them  as  rejoicing  a  hundred  and  a  hundred  and 
three  years  ago,  in  their  different  homes  in  the 
same  country  village,  over  the  birth  of  the  lit- 
tle boy  and  girl  who  some  twenty-five*  years 
afterward  were  to  be  joined  in  marriage,  and 
to  have  thirteen  children,  myself  the  twelfth  of 
them.  To  me,  therefore,  a  grandfather  seems 
to  be  as  remote  and  venerable  as  the  antedilu- 
vians, and  Noah  and  Abraham  are  as  near  to 
my  imagination  and  to  my  affections  as  they. 

Such  being  my  very  solemn  idea  of  a  grand- 
father, I  never  expected  to  be  one ;  or,  if  I 
might  ever  chance  to  rise  to  that  august  dig- 
nity, I  supposed  that  it  would  imply  venerable 
old  age,  with  one  foot  in  the  grave  and  the  other 
foot  on  the  brink.  But  the  awful  experience 
has  come.  To  my  amazement  I  am  a  grand- 
father, and  a  very  decided  one  too,  yet  with 
none  of  the  expected  marks.  I  am  quite  sure 
of  being  backed  up  by  hundreds  of  my  read- 
ers in  similar  plight,  when  1  declare  that  I 
never  felt  younger  in  my  life,  never  enjoyed 
nature,  art,  society  so  much,  and  that  this 
chubby  little  fellov/  whom  I  found  in  my  daugh- 
ter's arms  on  my  return  from  abroad,  and  who 
has  so  saucily  pulled  my  beard  and  laughed  in 
my  face  instead  of  holding  out  to  me  a  ticket-of- 
leave  from  life  as  a  superannuated  dotard,  is  a 
pledge  to  me  of  new  youth,  and  from  this  fresh 
and  sparkling  cup  of  child  glee  I  drink  new  joy 
that  makes  me  young  again. 

I  dreamed  of  this  little  fellow  often  before  he 
came,  and  wherever  in  England  and  on  the 
Continent  the  litany  of  the  English  Church  was 
read,  the  one  petition  that  presents  the  mother's 
hope  before  God  always  came  home  to  my  heart. 
The  word  of  his  birth  Avas  duly  sent,  but  by 
strange  mishap  it  was  delayed  several  weeks 
from  the  misdirection  of  four  or  five  letters, 
and  not  till  reaching  Elorence,  in  October,  did 
I  know  the  good  news.  One  likes  to  associate 
household  experiences  with  exalting  names  and 
institutions,  and  there  was  no  presumption  sure- 
ly in  bearing  the  thought  of  the  child  and  mo- 
ther the  next  day  into  the  charming  old  church 
of  Santa  Croce,  and  commending  them  to  God's 
blessing  there.  Dante,  I  believe,  saw  the  be- 
ginning of  that  famous  shrine,  and  although*  his 
bones  still  remain  in  exile  at  Ravenna,  his  statue 
stands  in  colossal  majesty  before  that  church, 
and  his  stately  monument  appeals  to  you  as 
you  enter  the  door.  It  is  fair  for  every  one  to 
speak  honestly  his  own  experience,  and  I  can 
honestly  sr.y  that  Dante  has  for  years  been  with 


us  a  household  name  and  face,  and  it  seemed 
to  me  right  to  take  him  into  our  family  secret, 
and  expect  him  to  join  in  the  stranger's  thanks- 
giving and  prayer  at  that  shrine.  I  have  taught 
my  children  to  love  and  honor  him  for  his 
strength  and  gentleness,  his  peerless  sense  of 
the  worth  of  woman,  and  his  illuminated  and 
enraptured  devotion.  We  generally  remem- 
bered his  festival  in  our  country  home,  and  this 
very  girl  of  mine,  who  has  a  charmed  touch  for 
flowers,  had  sometimes  twined  a  garland  for  the 
rock  that  bears  his  sculptured  name.  There 
Avas  comfort  in  this  remembrance,  and  I  did 
not  ask  the  Pope  to  absolve  me  from  the  sin  of 
thinking  more  of  the  benediction  that  the  great 
poet's  spirit  seemed  to  whisper  in  my  car  than 
of  that  which  the  robed  priest  intoned  from  the 
altar  in  his  morning  mass. 

At  Rome  and  Naples  the  new  treasure  Avent 
Avith  me,  and  I  knoAv  that  I  do  no  Avrong  to 
thousands  of  my  readers  in  affectionate  fami- 
lies in  taking  them  into  my  confidence,  and  in 
believing  that  they  Avill  think  me  no  more  in 
my  dotage  than  they  are.  It  Avas  pleasant  to 
find  some  American  children  in  Rome,  and  I 
do  not  knoAv  Avhen  I  have  been  more  im})ressed 
than  by  going  Avith  a  large  Amtnican  family 
into  the  catacomb  of  St.  Calixtus,  and  seeing 
these  little  ones  running  about  Avith  Avax  tapers 
in  their  hands  among  the  graves  of  children 
younger  than  themselves,  and  buried  there  by 
pious  hands  some  sixteen  or  seventeen  hundred 
years  ago.  Among  other  inscriptions  there  Avas 
the  familiar  symbol  of  Christian  faith,  the  name 
of  Christ  in  monogram,  known  as  Chi  Ro  — 
and  I  AA'as  glad  to  find  this  in  a  Roman  store  in- 
laid in  mosaic  in  a  pretty  jcAvel  for  our  boy — 
his  grandfather's  first  gift. 

HoAv  full  of  events  a  fcAV  Aveeks  may  be!  and 
if  you  add  the  ten  or  tAvelve  days'  time  required 
for  a  letter  to  reach  Europe,  and  the  ten  or 
tAvelve  days  required  for  your  passage  home, 
you  have  nearly  a  month  of  interval  betAveen 
hearing  from  home  and  reaching  there.  How 
many  things  may  have  happened  during  that  in- 
terval !  and  Avhile  you  are  at  sea  you  are  out  of 
reach  of  the  telegraph,  and  the  marvelous  Avire 
under  the  ocean  has  no  word  to  say  to  the  ships 
that  are  coursing  over  the  ocean  bed.  How 
eagerly  and  anxiously  the  returning  traveler 
snatches  the  first  ncAvspaper  that  the  pilot  brings 
to  him  far  out  at  sea  !  and  how  great  is  bis  relief 
to  find  no  record  of  disaster  or  death  to  any 
one  Avhom  he  knoAvs  and  loves !  In  eleven  days 
our  good  ship  reached  the  Ncav  York  dock  ;  and 
what  face  Avas  ever  more  Avelcome  to  a  return- 
ing pilgrim  than  the  young  mother's  face  there, 
Avhose  smile,  Avith  her  tAvo  sisters',  told  that  all 
Avas  Avell  in  the  home  !  The  grandfather  and 
the  grandchild  Avere  soon  introduced,  and  it 
Avas  more  than  love  at  first  sight,  such  as  ro- 
mancers tell  of ;  for  it  was  love  that  had  come 
before  sight,  and  which  sight  only  confirmed. 

In  due  time  came  the  baptism.  After  a  se- 
vere storm  the  clouds  vanished,  and  a  charming 
sunshine  looked  upon  us  through  our  windows 
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on  Sunday  afternoon,  as  Ave  met  for  this  serv- 
ice. The  company  was  small,  yet  character- 
istic ;  and  besides  the  father  and  mother,  two 
grandfathers  and  two  grandmothers,  there  was 
a  great-grandmother,  from  whose  benign  face 
looked  so  many  years  of  Heaven's  blessing,  with 
a  love  that  was  amply  answered  by  children, 
and  children's  children,  and  their  children. 
The  baptized  child  did  his  part  Avell,  and  in  one 
respect  remarkably  so.  While  his  grandfather, 
who  was  the  officiating  minister,  said  the  words 
of  the  service,  the  little  fellow  held  the  Byzan- 
tine cross  in  his  hand,  and  looked  the  minister 
all  the  while  full  in  the  face,  as  if  wholly  aware 
.  of  the  importance  of  the  transaction,  and  quite 
determined  to  be  a  good  soldier  under  the  great 
commission.  One  said,  "It  is  the  child's  an- 
gel guardian  that  moves  him  to  do  this ;"  but  a 
smart  grandmother  said,  "The  baby  thought 
that  you  were  talking  to  him,  and  so  he  looked 
at  you  and  listened  all  the  while." 

This  little  boy  is  but  a  specimen  of  the  great 
host  of  little  Americans  that  come  to  our  hearts 
and  homes,  to  renew  the  first  loves  of  parents 
and  children,  and  interpret  to  us  the  inexhaust- 
ible fullness  of  true  life.  Gather  together,  you 
great  and  goodly  company,  who  are  interested 
in  the  grandchild  in  your  own  house,  and  let 
ns  help  each  to  a  better  understanding  of  the 
meaning  and  the  richness  of  this  relation.  We 
will  not  begin  with  the  creation  or  the  deluge, 
nor  undertake  to  give  a  history  of  grandfiithers 
and  grandchildren  since  the  day  of  Enoch  ;  nor 
will  Ave  go  into  the  philosophy  of  the  parental 
love,  that  is  the  key  to  the  whole  matter.  We 
know  that  Ave  love  our  children,  first  of  all,  from 
a  certain  instinct,  because  they  are  ours ;  and 
Ave  knoAV  that  Avhile  with  the  lower  animals  this 
love  ceases  Avith  the  dependence  of  the  young 
animal  upon  the  parent  for  aliment,  Avith  the 
human  being  the  love  deepens  as  the  relation 
of  parent  and  child  is  ripened  and  strength- 
ened by  growing  sympathy  and  mutual  service. 
Now  this  very  aifection  that  Ave  have  for  our 
own  children  does  not  rest  in  them  alone,  as 
they  groAv  in  years  and  knoAvledge  and  rise  into 
youth  and  maturity.  We  still  yearn  for  a  lit- 
tle child  to  love,  and  there  is  a  void  in  the 
house  Avhere  there  is  none.  Good  Providence 
has  benignly  met  this  need  of  our  nature  by  or- 
daining that  Avhen  our  children  groAV  up  their 
place  shall  be  supplied,  or  rather  truly  filled, 
by  children  of  theirs,  and  so  the  child  is  not 
set  aside,  but  rather  restored  in  the  grand- 
child. 

I  do  not  exactly  knoAv  how  to  analyze  the 
kind  of  affection  that  is  so  ready  to  cling  to  a 
grandchild.  We  love  that  little  fellow  at  once, 
Avithout  Avaiting  for  moralist  or  theologian  to 
define  the  feeling  or  urge  the  duty.  He  is 
blood  of  our  blood  and  bone  of  our  bone,  and 
in  the  form  that  most  expresses  dependence 
and  Avins  protection.  He  is  the  child  of  our 
child,  and  Ave  love  him  for  our  sake,  for  his 
mother's  or  father's  sake,  as  Avell  as  for  his  own 
sake.    We  see  in  him  not  only  himself,  but  the 


Avhole  world  of  affection  Avith  Avhich  he  is  re- 
lated. In  that  boy  or  girl  in  our  daughter's 
arms  Ave  see  as  in  a  mirror  the  face  of  our 
daughter  when  she  was  in  her  mother's  arms ; 
and  that  mother's  face  smiles  again  upon  us 
Avith  new  grace,  Avhether  from  the  earthly  home 
or  from  the  heavenly  mansion. 

Then  this  child  is  nearer  our  heart  from  being 
an  interpreter  of  the  plan  of  God  for  our  hu- 
man life.  He  shows  to  us  how  it  is  that  God 
is  ever  educating  us  for  himself,  and  calling  us 
to  live  in  fresh  and  undying  affection  by  ever 
setting,  like  Jesus,  a  little  child  in  the  midst 
of  us.  If  Ave  have  only  our  own  children  to 
love,  the  time  Avill  come  Avhen  they  Avill  grow 
up  and  be  full  of  ncAV  interests  and  cares  that 
may  come  between  them  and  our  hearts. 
When  these  children  of  ours  have  children 
their  affections  are  softened,  and  their  hearts 
are  quickened  tOAvard  us  and  ours  tOAvard  them 
by  this  ncAV  attraction,  that  sends  a  child  into 
the  family  not  to  be  the  rival  of  any,  but  the 
friend  of  all.  Sometimes,  indeed,  the  leaven 
of  rivalry  does  come  in  Avith  the  grandchild, 
and  a  second  marriage  interferes  Avith  the 
grandchild's  place,  by  bringing  a  new  crop  of 
children  into  the  house.  Here  opens  upon  us 
a  practical  question  that  Ave  may  as  Avell  meet 
manfully  at  once,  this  question  of  second  mar- 
riages. 

It  surely  seems  to  be  the  true  order  of  life 
that  grandchildren  should  come  generally  Avhen 
children  cease  to  be  born  of  the  grandparents; 
and  at  the  age  of  forty-five,  Avhicli  is  about  as 
early  as  a  Avoman  may  expect  to  be  a  grand- 
mother, she  may  I'easonably  expect  to  have 
Avon  her  maternal  honors,  and  entered  upon  the 
list  of  retired  but  not  indolent  dignities.  If  a 
stray  lamb,  hoAvever,  does  come  into  the  old 
fold  at  that  autumnal  season,  be  it  heartily  Avel- 
come,  and  the  child  and  the  grandchild  make 
merry  together  in  the  dance  that  joins  two 
generations  in  one.  But  is  it  well  for  people 
to  form  ncAv  connections  that  virtually  put  the 
first  children  aAvay  from  the  heart  and  home, 
and  bring  a  young  wife  into  the  place  of  the 
venerable  mother  who  has  gone?  It  may  be 
of  little  use  to  moralize  upon  this  subject,  or 
try  to  reason  on  any  matter  connected  Avith 
our  strongest  passions ;  but  every  little  helps, 
and  this  poor  Avord  of  mine  may  open  the  eyes 
of  some  man  or  Avoman  Avho  is  about  to  play 
the  fool.  I  Avill  put  the  case  to  any  reasonable 
man  Avho  is  father  of  a  family,  and  Avho  at  a 
grave  age  finds  himself  a  Avidower.  Suppose 
him  to  be  sixty  years  old,  Avith  half  a  dozen 
children  Avho  look  to  him  for  affection  and  sup- 
port. Shall  he  marry  again  or  not  ?  He  can 
be  wise  in  his  course,  and  he  can  be  very  fool- 
ish. He  can  use  his  experience  and  reason, 
and  either  not  marry  at  all,  and  trust  to  a 
daughter  or  sister  to  preside  over  his  house,  or 
he  may  marry  some  sensible  and  companiona- 
ble lady  of  congenial  years,  who  Avill  secure  to 
him  sociality  and  affection  without  the  passion 
and  the  liabilities  that  go  Avith  young  blood. 


^04 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


He  may  do  this,  or  he  may  tumble  over  head 
and  ears  into  love,  as  madly  as  when  he  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  with  the  first  pretty 
girl  that  he  meets  npon  any  terms  of  confidence. 
Balzac  says  that  the  most  dangerous  period  of 
a  man's  passions  is  between  fifty  and  sixty, 
since  then  the  senses  have  not  lost  their  fire, 
while  the  fancy  and  imagination  have  lost 
much  of  their  controlling,  exalting,  and  re- 
fining sway.    But  he  does  not  adequately  state 
the  danger;  for  not  only  do  the  senses  stir 
strongly  at  that  age,  but  tlie  fiincy  and  imagin-  ■ 
ation  in  many  men,  and  perhaps  especially  in  I 
men  of  culture,  are  in  full  play  not  only  then  j 
but  long  after;  and  men,  and  women  too,  have 
been  famous  sentimentalists  and  lovers  at  the 
very  age  of  threescore  and  ten,  when  they  ought 
to  be  meditating  upon  grim  Death  and  his  dart, 
rather  than  upon  the  chubby  face  of  Cupid  and  i 
his  arrow.     Elderly  men  may  certainly  fall 
madly  in  love,  and  make  complete  fools  of  I 
themselves,  by  marrying  young  girls  and  tend-  ' 
ing  babies  of  their  own,  when  it  would  be  far  , 
more  proper  for  them  to  be  content  with  play-  j 
ing  with  their  grandchildren.    It  is  natural 
enough  for  a  young  man  to  be  a  little  out  of  [ 
his  head  with  love,  and  wc  laugli  at  young  i 
people  in  all  charity  when  we  remember  our 
own  moon-struck  period,  and  think  that  these 
twinges,  like  those  of  the  toothache,  are  not 
fatal  to  life.    But  old  men  in  love  are  in  a 
ridiculous  plight,  and  their  trouble  may  in- 
crease instead  of  ceasing  witb  time;  for  while  j 
love  should  raise  a  young  man  to  new  dignity  ; 
as  a  husband  and  father,  it  entangles  an  old 
man  in  unseemly  pleasures  and  untimely  cares. 

We  must  not  be  illiberal  toward  elderly  men ; 
and  every  man  must  have  some  genuine  wo- 
manly heart  to  care  for  him,  whether  it  be  in  a  j 
mother,  daughter,  sister,  or  wife.    A  true  man,  ' 
however  old,  can  rarely  fail  of  having  such  a  ] 
heart  in  his  home,  and  he  will  not  need  to  mar-  j 
ry  a  giddy  girl  to  save  himself  from  being  whol- 
ly alone,  or  else  regarded  as  a  supernumerary  in 
a  family  that  will  be  more  at  ease,  and  perhaps 
richer,  by  having  him  away  or  in  his  grave.  ' 
The  grandchild  can  help  him  often  out  of  his  I 
perplexity  by  giving  him  a  new  object  of  love,  ' 
and  a  fresh  hold  on  the  old  affection  for  his  j 
child.    He  can  thus  have  the  affection,  without  , 
the  labor  and  anxiety  of  his  years  of  direct  care 
for  his  children  ;  and  love  survives  and  thrives, 
while  the  severity  of  its  first  labor  is  lost. 

Then,  moreover,  a  genial  grandfather  has 
full  opportunity  to  refresh  his  social  affections  j 
in  the  society  that  comes  to  him  with  his  new 
and  dignified  condition.  He  is  thrown  among  i 
children  and  young  people  in  a  way  befitting  his 
character.  He  has  little  playmates  that  throw 
the  sunshine  and  the  dew  of  childhood  upon 
his  path,  and  he  meets  the  companions  of  his 
children  upon  a  worthy  and  agreeable  footing, 
with  that  due  access  to  sprightly  and  refined 
female  society  which  is  so  good  for  tlie  spirits 
of  all  men,  however  old  or  young.  Our  princi- 
ple, therefore,  although  somewhat  exacting,  is 


not  narrow  or  morose,  but  broad  and  liberal , 
and  we  insist  upon  making  more  instead  of 
less  of  this  much-abused  human  life  under  our 
grandfatherly  code.  We  insist  upon  making 
the  old  man  young  again  by  giving  him  a  young 
playmate,  who  shall  make  him  merry  as  well  as 
wise  indoors  and  out  of  doors,  who  shall  re- 
open his  old  stores  of  funny  tales  by  the  fire- 
side, and  pull  him  out  npon  the  lawn  or  into 
the  garden  and  grove,  and  sing  over  to  him  the 
old  songs,  and  rehearse  to  him  the  old  primers 
of  nature  and  the  schools.  If  a  thoughtful  man 
of  fifty-five  or  sixty  will  watch  carefully  the 
growth  and  development  of  a  bright  child,  note 
all  the  motions  of  instinct,  intelligence,  and  af- 
fection, and  do  what  he  can  to  teach  and  train 
the  little  one,  he  will  be  surprised  to  find  him- 
self learning  quite  as  much  as  he  teaches ;  and 
the  Grandfather  Whiteheads  have  already  made 
for  themselves  a  name  in  our  household  litera- 
ture. 

There  is  great  comfort  for  an  elderly  man's 
languid  or  invalid  hours  in  tlie  thought  that  he 
can  still  be  of  use  to  a  young  creature  whom  he 
loves,  and  who  is  learning  to  love  him.  He 
may  not  be  strong  enough  to  make  his  usual 
business  api)ointments,  or  brilliant  enough  to 
meet  his  accomplislicd  friends,  but  he  can  make 
an  appointment  with  this  little  play -fellow, 
and  meet  him  in  the  nursery  and  on  the  green 
on  equal  terms.  If  he  is  so  old  and  infirm 
as  to  be  out  of  place  in  the  gay  circle,  he 
is  not  out  of  place  where  he  is  loved,  and  his 
face  is  always  lovely  to  the  chikl  to  whom  he 
has  ever  been  loving,  and  wlio  interprets  looks 
by  the  heart  back  of  them,  not  by  the  shows 
npon  and  around  them.  Great  and  unceasing 
may  be  also  the  grandmother's  joy  in  this  com- 
panionship, for  she  is  a  mother  still,  and  has 
the  doting  heart  and  exhaustless  powers  of 
pleasing  that  come  to  her  by  nature,  and  are  so 
trained  and  enlarged  by  ex])erience.  When 
she  takes  the  grandchild  into  her  arms  she  re- 
hearses the  story  of  her  own  maternal  life,  and 
fondles  her  own  first  children  over  again  in  this 
new  sprig  from  their  tree. 

Instead  of  finding  my  grandfatherly  dignity 
interfering  with  the  freshness  and  geniality  of 
life,  it  seems  to  be  quite  otherwise,  and  already 
very  pleasant  associations  have  gathered  around 
this  new  hope.  A  few  weeks  ago  I  met  a  lady 
whom  I  knew  in  her  girlhood  as  one  of  two  sis- 
ters, a  blonde  and  a  brunette,  who  were  belles  of 
mark.  The  brunette  seemed  to  me  as  bright  and 
handsome  as  ever,  yet  she  told  me  that  she  had 
lately  became  a  grandmother,  and  a  child  had 
been  born  to  her  eldest  son.  My  memory  may 
be  a  bore  to  my  readers,  yet  I  must  tell  you 
that  I  kncAV  well  not  only  this  son,  but  also  his 
young  wife,  when  they  were  children,  and  I  can 
recall  a  charming  summer  day  when  I  sat  with 
this  girl's  mother  by  a  river's  bank  in  the  coun- 
try with  a  young  party,  and  we  were  all  young 
and  a  little  romantic  too.  That  was  long  ago  ; 
but  even  now,  at  this  sober  time  of  life,  I  have 
enjoyed  this  late  little  walk  and  chat  with  this 
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lively  brunette  grandmother,  and  told  her  that 
I  was  glad  to  see  her  keep  up  so  well  the  credit 
of  her  class,  and  prove  that  grandparents  must 
not  be,  of  necessity,  as  old  as  Methuselah  and 
as  wrinkled  as  the  mummied  mothers  of  the 
Pharaohs. 

Again,  I  met,  on  returning  from  abroad,  a  val- 
ued friend  whose  daughter  was  married  about  a 
year  before,  and  we  interchanged  greetings  with 
a  heartiness  that  we  never  knev/  until  we  had 
been  lifted  to  the  same  dignity  by  Heaven's 
blessing  on  our  children's  marriage.  We  had 
a  good  long  talk  together,  and  he  afterward 
asked  me  to  a  grandparents'  dinner  on  the  an- 
niversary of  his  own  birth  and  of  his  daughter's 
marriage.  It  seemed  odd  thus  to  go  to  an  old 
folks'  party ;  but  we  went  from  our  house  as 
grandpapa  and  grandmamma,  and  had  a  good 
time.  Bountiful  and  beautiful  was  the  feast, 
a  banquet  of  luxuries  ;  and  above  all  orna- 
ments towered  the  especial  symbol  of  the  oc- 
casion— a  sugar  cradle  with  a  baby  in  it,  min- 
iature of  the  sweet  little  fellow  who  had  been 
presented  to  the  guests  before  dinner.  Here, 
too,  memory  played  its  pranks,  and  showed  me 
in  her  mirror  this  blooming  young  mother  as 
she  was  when  a  little  girl  with  waving  ringlets 
and  rosy  cheeks,  and  during  the  whole  interval 
vmtil,  a  year  ago,  she  knelt  with  her  husband  and 
attendant  young  men  and  maidens  at  the  chan- 
cel of  our  beautiful  church,  and  received  God's 
blessing  upon  a  marriage  after  the  good  old 
Christian  pattern,  without  any  modern  condi- 
tions or  abridgments.  In  Heaven's  name  keep 
the  old  sanctity  that  joins  the  altar  and  the  home 
together,  and  makes  husband  and  wife  one  in 
the  authority  that  is  loving  and  in  the  love  that 
is  authoritative.  When  that  goes  there  is  not 
much  in  the  world  that  will  be  worth  living  for, 
and  chaos  may  as  well  come  again. 

So  it  is  that  we  have  some  gleams  of  sun- 
shine and  springs  of  sparkling  water  as  we  tread 
what  is  called  the  down-hill  of  life.  But  why 
take  that  view  of  our  cause,  and  think  that  in 
any  serious  sense  a  man  goes  down  of  necessi- 
ty as  he  grows  old  ?  Why  not  rather  maintain 
that  we  ought  always  to  be  making  progress ; 
and  even  when  the  senses  are  dim  or  slack,  the 
mind  and  heart  may  keep  their  vision  and  quick- 
en their  love  ?  Would  it  not  be  a  good  thing, 
in  this  day  of  conventions  of  all  sorts  of  people 
on  all  sorts  of  subjects,  to  call  a  grandfathers' 
convention  to  consider  the  interests  and  urge 
the  true  principles  of  that  great  and  growing 
class  of  the  community?  Suppose  that  Europe 
and  America  should  combine  their  patriarchal 
wisdom,  and  gray  heads  from  Russia,  Germany, 
Italy,  France,  England,  and  all  the  great  na- 
tions should  sit  in  council  with  the  gray  heads 
cf  our  America  as  to  their  best  course  in  view 
of  the  circumstances  of  their  position  !  There 
would  be  need  of  naturalists  and  physicians  to 
lay  down  the  laws  of  health  and  vigor  for  old 
age ;  economists  to  show  how  important  it  is 
for  a  man  to  secure  an  independent  income, 
however  small,  for  his  closing  years,  and  keep 
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the  reins  in  his  own  hands  as  long  as  he  lives ; 
men  of  society  to  illustrate  our  social  charac- 
teristics, and  prove  that  our  elders  should  be 
well  washed  and  brushed  and  dressed,  and  keep 
their  manners  and  their  affections  in  trim  for 
all  good  fellowship ;  moralists  and  theologians 
to  interpret  the  life  and  method  of  the  intellect 
and  wall,  and  prove  that,  in  the  best  sense  of  the 
word,  we  ought  to  be  always  making  progress, 
and  ever  entering  into  true  life,  and  never  sav 
die  to  any  noble  impulse,  thought,  or  purpose. 
With  all  that  is  said  aboi^t  the  irreverence  arid 
impatience  of  our  young  people,  and  the  dispo- 
sition to  push  fathers  and  mothers,  and  much 
more  grandfathers  and  grandmothers,  aside,  to 
make  way  for  upstart  girls  and  boys,  there  is 
still  a  place,  and  an  enlarging  place,  for  elderly 
people ;  and  I  was  much  struck  by  the  remark 
of  that  model  grandfather  of  American  letters, 
Mr.  Bryant,  to  me  not  long  ago,  that  there  was 
an  increasing  regard  in  America  for  age ;  and 
he  seemed  himself  to  be  having  a  good  time  of 
it,  as  well  he  may,  after  his  exemplary  life. 
Old  as  he  is — some  seventy-five  years — he  is 
young  as  ever  for  nature,  humanity,  and  God ; 
and  writes  and  talks  and  walks  more  freshly  than 
the  host  of  sophomores  whose  eyes  are  blood- 
shot with  much  wine,  and  whose  nerves  trem- 
ble with  vicious  excitement.  He  is  putting  the 
finishing  touches  to  his  version  of  the  Iliad; 
and  his  free,  unhackneyed  senses  and  mind  make 
him  at  home  with  old  Homer,  and  the  two  are 
old  boys  together  at  the  feet  of  great  Mother 
Nature. 

It  seems  to  me  that  as  a  man  grows  old,  and 
has  his  children's  children  before  him,  he  should 
secure  that  highest  dignity  and  joy  that  comes 
from  leaning  like  a  child  upon  the  Divine  Prov- 
idence and  grace,  and  so  make  his  very  de- 
pendence a  source  of  strength.  If  he  adds  this 
filial  spirit  to  habits  of  careful  activity  and  ele- 
vating thought  and  genial  charity,  he  will  find 
that  his  latter  years  may  be  his  best,  and  he 
gives  and  takes  as  much  blessing  as  in  the  flush 
of  his  youthful  enthusiasm,  or  the  prime  of  his 
manly  ambition.  If  he  backs  himself  up  by 
his  best  social  allies,  keeps  near  the  Christian 
Church  and  its  best  ministers,  and,  above  all, 
enlarges  his  direct  communications  with  heav- 
en, he  may  be  quite  sure  that  he  is  not  outstay- 
ing his  time  on  earth,  and  the  grandfather  is 
not,  in  his  case,  the  "  superfluous  veteran"  that 
"lags  upon  the  stage."  He  and  his  grand- 
child then  have  the  same  heart  and  hope,  and  are 
entering  into  the  same  blessed  life,  as  they  kneel 
down  together  and  say  the  same  filial  prayer 
with  the  same  filial  love  to  the  Father  in  heaven. 

The  little  fellow  who  has  called  out  this  per- 
haps prosy  essay  seems  to  take  kindly  to  his 
grandfather,  and  to  make  especially  merry  at 
the  sight  of  him,  as  a  welcome  variation  from 
the  young  faces  usually  about  him.  He  smiles 
quite  in  his  own  way,  and  sends  out  a  light  from 
his  deep  blue  eyes  that  is  as  sunshine  from  the 
eternal  love.  Then  he  crows,  and  tries  to  prat- 
tle, and  winds  up  with  a  stout  pull  at  the  beard. 
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In  his  bath  he  is  quite  antic,  and  is  as  free  and 
easy  there  in  the  watei*  as  if  it  were  true  that 
man  is  but  a  developed  tadpole,  and  has  a 
good  right  to  swim  in  his  cradle.  But  when 
asleep  he  awakens  most  thought,  and  he  sets 
me  into  many  a  reverie,  however  little  his  in- 
fant head  may  have  in  it  of  the  stuff  that  dreams 
are  made  of.  What  will  be  his  future  and 
mine  ?  how  far  shall  we  educate  each  other,  and 
in  what  way  ?  shall  I  live  to  see  him  grown  up 
and  in  college,  and  perhaps  out  of  it  ?  or  shall 
I  survive  him  and  follow  him  to  the  grave  ?  I 
know  not,  but  will  dream  the  best.  God  keep 
him  and  bless  him,  and  grant  me  his  love  while 
I  live  and  when  I  die  ! 

In  Rouen,  Normandy,  there  is  a  wonderful 
old  church,  named  for  St.  Gervais,  I  think,  and 
famous  as  the  place  where  William  the  Con- 
queror died,  and  as  having  in  its  crypt  (itself  an 
old  Roman  relic)  the  bodies  of  two  primitive 
martyrs.  It  was  a  startling  thought  that  there, 
on  that  spot,  the  conqueror  of  proud  England 
breathed  his  last ;  and  there,  under  the  present 


edifice,  in  the  remains  of  an  older  building,  the 
blood  of  martyrs  had  been  enshrined.  I  looked 
at  all  the  ancient  memorials  reverently,  and 
examined  the  work  of  restoration  now  going 
forward  upon  the  building  on  so  liberal  a  scale. 
I  then  went  into  the  large  cemetery  near  by, 
whose  gateway  was  so  beautiful  with  roses,  and 
found  myself  in  the  midst  of  proofs  of  the  love 
of  those  Normans  for  their  dead.  Every  where 
inscriptions,  vases,  flowers,  pictures,  statues, 
spoke  the  affection  that  does  not  allow  death  to 
part  the  family,  and  keeps  the  dead  on  the  lips 
and  in  the  faith  and  aftections.  I  remember 
better  than  any  thing  else  there,  better  than  all 
the  ambitious  monuments,  urns,  and  inscrip- 
tions, a  wreath  of  immortelles  bearing  the  words, 
"To  my  dear  Grandfather."  Are  there  not  a 
great  many  of  my  readers  who  can  join  me  in 
wishing  that  such  young  love  as  that  little  Nor- 
man grandchild's  may  cheer  them  to  the  last, 
and  outlast  their  earthly  lamp  by  its  own  kind- 
ly ray  ? 

So  ends  this  Word  for  Grandfathers. 


*'FAIS  TON  FAICT." 

Through  the  window  poured  the  sunshine,  on  the  blank  walls'  glaring  white, 

But  his  eyelid  never  quivered  in  the  tierce,  unsparing  light ; 

On  his  easel,  on  his  pencils,  on  his  scanty,  careless  dress. 

As  if  inquisition  making  for  each  item  of  distress, 

Poured  the  sunshine :  but  his  still  face  fronted  all  that  noonday  glare 

With  the  look  that  throws  a  shadow  forward  on  the  glowing  air. 

Set  where  his  last  look  might  reach  it,  on  the  easel  shone  a  face 

That  brought  in  all  Heaven's  riches  to  that  man-forsaken  place. 

The  Archangel  leaning  forward,  all  his  heavenly  brow  was  bare, 

For  it  seemed  a  wind  of  glory  blew  back  all  his  shining  hair; 

Needing  not  to  smile,  so  clearly  (though  men's  wailing  did  not  cease) 

Heaven's  love  lay  all  around  them,  toward  the  which  he  wrought  in  peace. 

Through  the  window,  in  the  distance,  the  grand  outline  of  the  dome 
Told  the  story  how  the  sleeper  left  the  North  to  die  in  Rome. 

Bowing  low  before  the  altar,  if  she  may  but  choke  her  tears. 

Kneels  a  woman,  shuddering  inly,  as  the  priest's  clear  words  she  hears : 

"Lift  up  your  hearts!"    The  answer  comes,  "We  lift  them  uj)  to  Thee." 

"Nay,  Lord,  Thou  seest  we  can  not  lift  our  own  hearts  up,"  moans  she. 

Clutching  back  again  her  stillness  that  those  piercing  words  had  broken. 

Silent,  waiting  for  the  blessing  that  at  last  is  spoken. 

Slow  she  turns,  and  wendeth  homeward  through  the  wintry  streets, 

And  she  Avears  no  look  beseeching  pity  of  the  few  she  meets. 

And  none  notice  Avhere  the  tears  left  (that  she  did  not  wipe)  their  streaks, 

Nor  the  pangs  of  patience  written  on  her  weary  brow  and  cheeks ; 

Eor,  left  lonely,  she  entreateth  of  God's  grace  to  grant  her  this. 

That  she  cast  not  on  her  fellows  her  sore  weight  of  miseries. 

Lo!  the  woman  stands  transfigured;  on  her  wall  hath  flashed  the  face 

That  shone  in  that  Roman  chamber,  on  a  less  forsaken  place. 

All  the  bright  brow  shineth  on  her,  as  the  sun  may  shine  in  spring; 

All  her  heart  goes  out  to  meet  it,  filled  with  thankful  wondering. 

Drop  by  drop  the  warm  blood  stirreth  once  again  in  every  vein; 

The  warm  tears  pour  down  her  pale  face,  as  God  sends  a  gracious  rain 

On  the  parched  earth,  and  she  speaketh :  "Now,  O  gracious  Lord!  I  know, 

Since  Thou  didst  send  such  a  vision  to  some  mortal  here  below. 

He  and  Thou  and  I  forever  are  bound  together  in  thy  love. 

And  I  know  my  angel  waiteth  for  me  in  the  realms  above." 

Then  two  spirits  that  were  serving  in  the  ranks  of  angelhood. 
With  fresh  sense  of  joy  and  blessing  thrilled  through  all  their  heavenly  mood, 
Even  like  bright  clouds  filled  with  sunrise,  so  they  lightened  in  their  place- 
One  because  he  loved  that  woman,  one  because  he  drew  that  face. 


"ONLY  A  WOMAN'S  HAIR. 
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"ONLY  A  WOMAN'S  HAIR." 

PAUL  DOUGLAS  had  been  a  rising  man 
in  the  political  life  of  the  United  States — 
a  politician  outside  the  professional  arena,  in- 
deed, but  still  an  author  and  writer  after  the 
pattern  somewhat  of  the  French  journalist,  who 
does  not  usually  affect  to  stand  aloof  altogether 
from  the  vehement  turmoil  of  parties,  and  to 
stop  his  nostrils  against  the  smoke  of  the  en- 
counter. He  had  been  a  rising  man ;  but  he 
suddenly  withdrew  from  the  field,  gave  up  the 
game,  and  obtained  a  modest  appointment  as 
United  States  consul  in  a  sea-port  on  the  west 
coast  of  France.  He  had  the  good  fortune,  if 
it  might  under  the  circumstances  be  called  so, 
to  retain  the  post  under  a  new  administration, 
and  had  now  been  nearly  seven  years  rocking 
himself  at  ease,  like  the  fat  weed  on  Lethe's 
wharf — a  harmless,  do-little  official  in  a  dull 
foreign  sea-port.  He  wrote  hardly  any  thing, 
read  a  good  deal  of  "forgotten  lore,"  occupied 
himself  in  nowise  for  the  benefit  of  his  fellows 
— although  there  was  a  time  when  he  was  ar- 
dent enough  about  the  human  race,  and  even 
still  he  wished  well  to  all — and,  in  short,  led  a 
very  barren  kind  of  life.  I  have  compared  him 
to  the  weed  on  Lethe's  wharf.  In  truth,  Paul 
Douglas  had  accepted  the  consulship  he  held  in 
the  hope  that  the  unclean  and  fishy  sea-port 
might  prove  a  Lethe's  wharf  to  him.  Which 
of  course  it  did  not.  I  do  not  know  why  the 
waters  of  oblivion  should  be  pictured  or  sung 
of  as  a  slow  and  stagnant  pool.  A  raging,  raving 
cataract,  a  thundering  sea  dashing  on  a  broken 
coast,  would  be  more  like  the  thing.  Oblivion 
is  not  brought  about  by  quiet,  but  by  storm 
and  unceasing  struggle  and  Avild  confusion  and 
commotion.  Paul  Douglas  thought  he  could 
find  oblivion  in  dullness,  and  he  was  mistaken. 

Not  a  great  distance  from  the  dull  sea-port 
was  a  brilliant  and  fashionable  bathing-place, 
where  Douglas  hardly  ever  went.  If  nothing 
else  would  have  kept  him  away  from  it,  he 
would  have  avoided  it  because  so  many  of  his 
own  country  people  were  always  to  be  found 
there  in  the  season. 

One  summer  morning,  perhaps  three  or  four 
years  ago,  Mr.  Douglas,  who  was  now  growing 
just  a  little  bald  on  the  temples  and  gray  in  the 
beard,  received  a  letter  from  the  principal  hotel 
in  the  bathing  resort  I  have  mentioned.  He 
opened  and  read  : 

"You  will  be  surprised  to  receive  a  letter  from  me, 
my  dear  old  frieud  ;  but  I  can  not  think  merely  of  past 
grievances  now,  and  I  can't  stand  on  ceremony,  I 
want  to  see  you,  at  once.  Don't  be  alarmed — it  is  no- 
thing— only  I  am  dying.  Dying,  dear  Pan),  here,  al- 
most alone,  and  I  want  to  see  you,  and  to  say  some- 
thing to  you  which  you  must  carry  back  for  me  to  the 
dear  country  I  shall  never  see  more.  Forgive  me ; 
don't  scorn  me  or  scold  at  me ;  but  come  and  say  a 
kindly  word  of  farewell  and  hear  my  message. 

"  Sincerely  yours, 

"Ida  Mavjsaed  King." 

Mr.  Douglas  put  the  letter  down,  and  a  hot 
flush  poured  itself  over  his  face.  His  first 
thought  was  one  of  which  he  felt  ashamed  in  a 


moment,  and  which  yet  was  excusable,  indeed 
perhaps  inevitable.  The  thought  was,  "  Is  this 
true — or  is  she  only  once  more  playing  a  part?" 
Then  he  crushed  this  thought,  and  tried  to  real- 
ize to  himself  the  awful  fact  that  Ida  Maynard 
was  dying ;  the  strange,  sad  fact  that  he  was 
summoned  to  her  dying  bed. 

For  she  had  destroyed  his  whole  life.  She 
had  made  of  him  the  mouldering  wreck,  the 
dull,  prematurely-aging,  humdrum  creature  that 
he  was.  Ten  years  ago  she  was  the  most  brill- 
iant and  gifted  woman  in  the  circle  of  society 
to  which  she  belonged,  and  into  which  Paul 
Douglas  had  entered.  She  encouraged  Doug- 
las, as  she  encouraged  every  body ;  she  liked 
his  attentions  and  played  with  him,  and  at  the 
very  moment  when  he  was  nearly  mad  with 
mingled  hope  and  doubt  she  calmly  turned  away 
from  him  and  married  Mr.  King,  a  brainless, 
characterless  rich  man.  Poor  Douglas  had  not 
observed  that  there  were  other  victims  as  well 
as  himself ;  that  he  had  perhaps  nothing  very 
particular  to  complain  of.  He  only  saw  his  own 
maddening  disappointment,  and  he  could  not 
bear  it.  He  threw  up  the  game  of  life,  and  be- 
came as  the  weed  on  Lethe's  wharf. 

Something  he  had  heard  of  his  old  love  in 
the  mean  time.  He  had  heard  that  her  hus- 
band and  she  did  not  get  on  very  well  together ; 
that  the  husband  complained  bitterly  of  her 
coquetry  and  frivolity,  and  she  of  his  gambling 
and  his  ill  tempers  ;  that  at  last  they  had  agreed 
to  live  asunder,  and  that  she  spent  her  winters 
chiefly  in  New  York,  and  her  summers  at  Sara- 
toga or  some  such  place,  while  her  husband 
generally  remained  in  Europe ;  that  her  levity 
and  her  extravagance  were  harshly  judged  by 
most  of  those  who  had  once  been  her  friends. 
This  much  he  had  heard,  vaguely,  piecemeal, 
and  at  long  intervals,  for  he  saw  few  Americans, 
except  those  whom  his  official  duties  forced  him 
to  meet.  He  was  grieved  and  shocked  at  her 
falling  off,  and  it  made  him  still  less  inclined 
than  before  to  think  of  returning  to  his  own 
country.  And  now  he  was  to  meet  her  again  ; 
and  she  was  dying. 

He  hurried  to  the  place.  He  found  her  not 
in  the  worst  inn's  worst  room,  but  in  the  best 
inn's  best  room ;  but  none  the  less  a  broken 
creature,  lying  under  sentence  of  instant  death. 
The  eyes,  once  so  soft  and  bright,  were  now 
wild  and  ghastly,  the  face  haggard  and  wan, 
with  that  livid,  unreal  appearance  which  the 
use  of  paint  leaves  behind  it  when  paint  is  used 
no  more ;  the  hands  miserably  thin  ;  only  the 
glorious  dark  brown  hair,  with  the  kind  of  gold- 
en aura  about  it,  remained  just  the  same  as 
ever.  Death's  pale  flag  was  not  advanced 
there. 

She  had  been  dying  of  consumption  for 
months,  he  learned.  And  she  had  come  to  this 
place  in  the  hope  of  finding  her  husband  there, 
to  whom  she  would  fain  be  reconciled.  When 
she  came,  he  left  the  place,  and  declared  that 
he  would  not  see  her.  This  was  a  new  shock, 
and  she  fell  under  it.    She  had  an  hour  or  two 
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of  returning  strength  on  the  day  when  she  wrote 
to  Paul  Douglas. 

They  were  now  alone. 

*'Dear  Mr.  Douglas — dear  Paul — good  old 
friend!"  she  said,  taking  his  hand  in  both 
hers.  "Don't  give  way — I  don't."  In  truth 
the  tears  were  rushing  to  Paul's  eyes,  Avhile  she 
was  very  calm.  "I  only  wish  I  had  died  long 
ago !  I  acted  wrongly  to  you,  Paul ;  but  you 
will  forgive  me?  There  are  tAvo  others  to 
whom  I  acted  far  more  wrongly ;  and  one,  my 
husband,  will  never  forgive  mc — although  the 
only  sin  I  ever  committed  against  him  was  in 
marrying  him  Avhen  I  did  not  love  him.  The 
other  would  forgive  me  if  he  could  know — 
and  I  want  you  to  tell  him,  when  you  see  him 
— and  you  will  try  to  see  him,  will  you  not  ? — 
that  I  loved  him  only,  and  always,  Avhen  living, 
and  now  love  him  when  dying.  It  was  my  van- 
ity, my  folly,  my  passion  for  extravagance,  my 
mean  ambition  which  made  me  turn  away  from 
him.  He  never  knew  that  I  loved  him ;  he 
thought  me  only  a  flirt  toward  him  as  toward 
others ;  and  I  want  you  now  to  tell  him  the 
truth.  Will  you  do  this?  It  may  pain  you, 
perhaps,  but  still — " 

'■''May  pain  me!"  thought  Douglas,  with 
agonized  heart. 

"  I  ask  you  because  you  are  the  only  one  I 
could  trust,  even  if  others  were  near.  Will 
you  not  do  this  for  me  ?"  She  spoke  with  such 
difficulty  and  gasping  that  he  could  sometimes 
hardly  catch  her  words ;  and  although  the 
nurse,  Avho  was  in  the  room  at  a  little  distance, 
spoke  no  English,  yet  the  dying  Avoman  endeaA- 
ored  to  whisper  her  message  into  Douglas's 
ear : 

"  Surely,  dear  Ida,  I  Avill  say  any  thing  you 
wish.  Don't  think  of  me — only  tell  me  what 
I  am  to  say,  and  to  Avhom  I  am  to  say  it." 

*'Yes;  but  listen — I  Avant  him  to  knoAv  it 
only  if  he  still — oh,  you  must  understand  ! — if 
he  still  thinks  of  me.  If  he  has  not  turned 
against  me,  and  rooted  me  from  his  heart. 
If,  through  all  these  years,  he  still  thinks  of 
me,  and  —  and  loA^es  me,  then  I  should  Avish 
him  to  know  hoAv  dearly  I  loved  him  and  hoAv 
deeply  repent." 

"Am  I  to  ask  him?" 

"  No,  no.  But  he  used  to  Avear — I  know  he 
used— a  lock  of  my  hair,  Avhich  I  alloAved  him 
to  take  one  day ;  and  he  had  it  set  in  a  locket, 
Avith  the  initials  of  my  name  ;  and  if  he  thinks 
of  me  still  he  will  still  Avear  that.  You  can  find 
out.  Oh  yes,  you  can  !— easily — some  Avay. 
And  if  he  does — oh,  then — "  Her  voice  be- 
came so  Aveak,  her  gasping  so  oppressive,  that 
the  nurse  hurried  to  the  bed. 

"But,  Ida,  dear  Ida,  you  haA-e  not  told  me 
his  name,"  said  Douglas,  eagerly. 

Silence,  Monsieur,''^  whispered  the  nurse; 
"  elle  meurtr 

It  was  true.  She  died,  and  had  not  told  her 
secret  after  all. 

Paul  Douglas  resigned  his  consulship  soon 


after  he  had  seen  the  remains  of  his  old  love 
consigned  to  a  grave  in  the  Protestant  cemetery 
of  the  place  Avhere  she  died.  He  shook  off  his 
inactivity.  That  death-bed  scene  had,  he  could 
hardly  tell  hoAA^,  filled  him  once,  again  Avith  his 
old  convictions  of  duty  to  man  and  society  and 
Heaven.  And  he  Avas  ashamed  of  the  petulant, 
romantic  manner  in  Avhich  he  had  abandoned 
every  thing  in  mere  disappointment  and  pas- 
sion. He  returned  to  his  OAvn  countr}',  and 
Avorked  there  for  every  good  cause  that  pre- 
sented itself. 

The  message  of  the  dying  Avoman  he  had  not 
delivered.  Hoav  could  lie  deliver  it  ?  He  did 
not  knoAv  the  name.  He  had  no  hint  at  the 
identity  of  the  man  for  Avhom  it  Avas  intended. 
He  thought  over  the  names  and  characters  of  all 
poor  Ida's  admirers — alas  I  nomen  i/lis  lerjio  ! — 
for  Avhom  she  seemed  to  show  any  kind  of 
marked  i)rcference ;  but  none  of  them  appeared 
likely  to  be  the  one  on  Avhom  she  had  truly  set 
her  heart.  Many  of  them — such  of  them,  in- 
deed, as  he  could  reach — he  sought  out  and  es- 
tablished a  sort  of  friendship  Avith.  And  he 
took  occasion  to  talk  of  her  and  to  tell  of  her 
sad  death ;  and  he  Avatched  in  vain  for  any  ex- 
pression that  could  light  him  to  his  end.  Most 
of  the  old  lovers  Avere  married  noAv,  and  had 
only  a  gentle  friendly  memory  of  poor  Ida ; 
some  still  felt  bitterly,  and  spoke  very  harshly 
of  her ;  one  or  two  had  almost  forgotten  her. 
Some  of  them  clearly  had  been  no  more  in 
earnest  in  their  love  affairs  than  poor  Ida 
Maynard  herself 

"In  truth,  Douglas,"  said  one  of  this  latter 
class,  one  evening,  "she  AA^as  very  brilliant  and 
fascinating,  of  course  ;  no  man  could  Avell  keep 
his  senses  Avhile  he  Avas  near  her;  but  I  doubt 
if  many  of  us  really  loved  her — in  the  true  sense, 
I  mean.  I  don't  think  I  should  have  liked  to 
marry  her  at  any  time — I  should  have  been 
afraid  to  trust  her — shouldn't  you?" 

"No;  I  don't  think  so.  At  least  I  think  a 
man  Avhom  she  loved,  and  Avho  had  intellect 
and  force  of  character,  might  have  trusted  her, 
and  Avould  have  found  in  her  a  true  companion 
and  a  noble  Avife." 

"Do  you,  really?  Well,  one  AA'ould  like  to 
think  so  now.  I  thought  she  had  no  heart,  and 
couldn't  love  any  body." 

"You  AA'ere  Avrong  there,  quite  Avrong,"  said 
Douglas,  softly. 

"  Then,  if  she  really  cared  for  any  body, 
Douglas,  it  positively  must  have  been  you." 

"Indeed  it  Avas  not.  She  never  cared  for 
me — never." 

"  Well,  she  ought  to  have.  It  A\'as  just  like 
her  not  to — ^jjoor  thing.  Of  all  her  admirers  I 
have  often  thought  that  nobody  really  loA'ed 
her  but  yoii,  Douglas,  and  Jack  Clement ;  and 
she  treated  poor  Jack  shamefully  —  used  to 
make  a  mere  laughing-stock  of  him." 

"Yes;  she  never  seemed  to  appreciate  poor 
Jack  at  all;  and  yet  ho  Avas  a  fine,  manly  fel- 

lOAV." 

"  Of  course  ;  but  Avhen  you  have  called  him 
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*  poor  Jack'  you  have  said  all.  If  he  had  been 
rich  Jack,  she  would  have  married  him  fast 
enough,  even  though  she  disliked  him  twice  as 
much." 

"What  became  of  Jack  Clement?" 

"Oh,  he  got  over  the  atfair  soon  enough. 
He  was  looking  hale  and  brown  when  I  saw 
him  last.  He  has  been  out  in  the  West  ex- 
ploring for  paths  for  new  railways,  and  hunt- 
ing buffaloes,  and  fighting  with  Indians,  and  all 
that. " 

"A  curious  sort  of  life  for  such  a  man — a 
reader,  a  scholar,  a  sort  of  philosopher.  I  used 
to  think,  at  one  time,  that  Jack  Clement  was 
destined  one  day  to  become  an  American  Her- 
bert Spencer  or  Buckle." 

"  Yes,  just  so.  Every  one  thought  I  was  des- 
tined to  go  to  the  dogs,  and  I  haven't  gone,  after 
all." 

So  that  conversation  dropped,  and  Douglas 
at  last  said  to  himself :  "  I  may  as  well  give  up 
the  search.  I  can  find  no  one  ;  I  can  think  of 
no  one  to  whom  that  message  ought  to  be  given. 
If  the  right  man  is  ever  to  be  found,  he  will  come 
in  my  way ;  I  can  do  no  more." 

Not  long  after  this  Paul  Douglas  made  one 
of  an  expedition  across  the  continent  from 
Chicago  to  the  Pacific.  This  was,  of  course, 
before  the  opening  of  the  railway,  and,  indeed, 
before  the  works  of  the  line  had  been  carried 
to  any  considerable  distance  on  either  side. 
They  went  through  Indian  territory,  and  the 
Indians  were  very  troublesome  just  then.  They 
reached  one  station  only  in  time  to  be  too  late 
for  a  sharp  fight  which  had  been  waged  be- 
tween a  small  emigrant  party  and  a  whole 
swarm  of  Indians.  The  emigrants,  aided  by 
the  few  soldiers  who  were  at  hand  and  two  or 
three  travelers,  had  succeeded  in  driving  oft' 
the  savages  without  much  loss  to  themselves. 
One  of  the^  travelers,  however,  saw  that  two 
of  the  Indians  were  carrying  off"  a  little  girl. 
Shouting  to  his  companions  to  follow  he  rushed 
impetuously  to  the  rescue  ;  shot  one  of  the  In- 
dians, seized  the  girl,  and  was  severely  wound- 
ed ip  the  act  of  rescuing  her.  His  companions 
came  up,  the  Indians  all  fled,  the  girl  was 
brought  back  more  frightened  than  hurt — and 
Jack  Clement  Avas  mortally  wounded. 

For  it  was  the  Jack  Clement  of  whom  Doug- 
las had  been  speaking ;  the  old  friend,  the 
whilom  scholar  and  philosopher.  He  had  flung 
away  his  life  in  doing  a  brave,  good  deed  ;  and 
when  Douglas  came  up  he  was  lying  under  the 
roof  of  the  old  shanty,  past  hope,  past  cure,  and 
perfectly  resigned,  cheerful,  and  calm.  His 
eyes  brightened  when  he  saw  Douglas,  whom 
he  recognized  in  a  moment,  although  they  had 
not  met  for  years,  and  a  warm,  silent  hand- 
pressure  was  exchanged. 

"I  haven't  long  to  live,"  said  Jack,  "and  I 
don't  think  I  am  particularly  sorry  for  it.  But 
I  want  to  say  a  few  words  to  you,  Douglas, 
alone." 

The  hut  was  cleared,  and  the  friends  were 
left  together. 


iDouglas  waited  in  silence,  with  moist  eyes. 

"Look  here,  old  friend,"  Jack  faintly  be- 
gan— and  he  seemed  to  gather  a  little  strength 
as  he  went  on — "there's  a  bond  uniting  you 
and  me  which  gives  me  a  claim  on  you.  We 
both  loved  the  same  woman,  and  we  both  had 
the  same  fate,  or  much  the  same,  and  we  both 
threw  our  lives  away  in  disappointment.  I 
might  have  been  something  better — although  I 
don't  know  how  I  could  have  died  any  better 
way — but  I  don't  blame  her!  I  love  her  too 
much — I  love  her  now  as  warmly  as  ever! 
Well,  you  may  meet  her  one  day — and  if  you 
should,  I  want  you  to  tell  her  that  I  never 
blamed  her,  that  it  was  no  fault  of  hers  if  she 
could  not  love  a  fellow  like  me — that  I  never 
believed  a  word  that  was  breathed  against  her 
— never ! — and  that  I  died  loving  her  and  pray- 
ing for  her  happiness  and  blessing  her!" 

Douglas  could  have  heard  the  beating  of  his 
own  heart.    Far  less  composed  was  he  than* 
the  man  who  was  so  soon  to  die.    A  strange 
light  broke  in  upon  him,  and  he  anticipated  al- 
ready the  revelation  that  was  coming. 

"There  was  one  day,"  Jack  Clement  went 
on  to  say,  after  a  moment's  pause,  "  when  I 
thought,  at  least  I  almost  thought  for  an  in- 
stant, that  she  loved  me.  She  let  me  cut  oft" 
a  lock  of  her  hair — oh,  beautiful  brown  hair ! — 
and  I  had  it  put  into  a  locket  with  her  initials. 
I  showed  her  the  locket,  and  she  was  not  an- 
gry, only  smiled  very  kindly.  It  was  all  only 
mere  kindness  and  friendship  on  her  part,  as  I 
soon  found  out;  but  just  for  a  moment  I  mis- 
took it.  Douglas,  I  have  kept  that  locket  with 
me  always ;  I  am  wearing  it  now — and  I  want 
you  to  be  sure  that  it  is  buried  with  me,  and 
to  tell  her  so  when  you  see  her — I  mean,  if  you 
see  her.  That's  all,  old  friend  ;  and  now  good- 
by!" 

"  Oh,  Jack,  my  dear  friend,  you  will  see  her 
before  I  do !  She  is  not  living.  Jack — she  is 
dead — and  she  loved  you  only,  and  loved  you 
always !" 

The  dying  man  started  up,  almost  sprang  up^ 
with  sudden  feverish  energy,  and  caught  Doug- 
las's hand,  and  gazed  into  his  face  with  eager, 
gleaming  eyes,  that  had  an  expression  of  wild 
hope  and  wonder  in  them. 

"She  has  gone  before  me!  she  loved  me!" 
he  exclaimed.  "You  are  not  deceiving  me, 
Douglas  ?  Man,  that  would  be  mistaken  kind- 
ness !  I  was  resigned  and  ready  to  die  :  I  was 
happy  to  die.  You  would  not  disturb  and  dis- 
appoint me  ?" 

"  Heaven  knows  I  would  not." 

"  But  it  can  not  be  so,  Douglas.  You  must 
be  deceived.    It  can  not  be  so !" 

"  It  is  so.  Jack  Clement,  as  surely  as  there  is 
a  Power  above.  Not  many  months  ago  I  stood 
by  her  dying  bed  as  now  I  stand  by  yours ;  and 
with  her  dying  breath  and  in  deep  regret  for  a 
wasted  past,  she  told  me  of  a  love  that  could 
not  die — a  love  for  you  ;  and  she  bade  me  seek 
you  out,  and,  if  you  still  held  faithful  to  her 
memory,  tell  you  all  the  truth !    Jack  Clement, 
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you  know  all  now.  Ida  Maynard  lived  and 
died  loving  you !" 

A  sweet  peculiar  smile  passed  over  Clement's 
face. 

"  Then  I  shall  meet  her,"  he  whispered ; 
"and  I  roust  not  delay  here  any  longer,  for 
she  is  waiting  for  me  !" 

That  night  Paul  Douglas  buried  in  the  des- 
ert the  body  of  his  friend,  and  buried  his  locket 
with  him. 


SECULAR  AND  SECTARIAN 
SCHOOLS. 

ACCORDING  to  the  belief  of  Protestant- 
ism, or  at  least  of  Republicanism,  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  state  to  educate  its  children.  The 
argument  is  very  short,  and  to  a  good  Republic- 
an— we  do  not  use  the  word  in  its  party  sense — 
is  very  conclusive.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  nation 
to  provide  for  the  education  of  its  royal  family. 
Its  own  preservation  demands  this.  Every  na- 
tion perceives  the  necessity  of  the  demand,  and 
conforms  to  it.  In  America  every  child  is  born 
into  a  royal  family.  Since  all  share  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  government,  all  must  be 
educated  under  its  fostering  care.  •  According 
to  the  belief  of  the  Roman  Catholic  hierarchy, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  state  has  no  business  to 
intermeddle  with  education,  as  little  as  it  has  to 
intermeddle  with  religion.  The  public  school 
is  the  Pope's  greatest  grievance.  The  act  of 
Austria,  in  secularizing  her  schools,  was  recog- 
nized as  an  act  of  direct  rebellion.  Nothing 
in  the  recent  revolution  in  Spain — not  even  the 
expulsion  of  the  Pope's  legate — nothing  except 
the  inventory  and  partial  confiscation  of  cer- 
tain art  treasures  of  the  Church,  was  resented 
as  so  direct  an  act  of  impiety  as  the  meas- 
ures taken  to  establish  unecclesiastical  common 
schools. 

We  have  given  in  a  word  the  argument  of 
the  Protestant  Republican.  The  argument  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Absolutist  is  equally  sim- 
ple. 

Either  the  school  must  teach  moral  and  re- 
ligious truth,  or  it  must  not.  If  it  undertakes 
the  former  task,  if  it  introduces  the  Bible  and 
prayer,  it  becomes  a  religious  school — a  Prot- 
estant school.  It  taxes  the  Chinaman  to  sup- 
port Christianity,  the  Roman  Catholic  to  support 
Protestantism,  the  Liberal  Christian  to  support 
Orthodoxy.  This  is  Church  and  State.  If  it 
close  the  Bible,  and  hush  the  voice  of  prayer,  it 
becomes  an  infidel  school.  It  leaves  the  most 
important  part  of  the  nature  undeveloped.  It 
teaches  the  intellect  without  teaching  the  con- 
science to  direct  it.  This  is  the  dilemma  which 
the  Roman  Catholic  hierarchy  olfers  to  Protest- 
ant Republicanism.  Just  now  it  demands  the 
exclusion  of  the  Bible  as  a  sectarian  book.  If 
the  Bible  be  excluded,  it  will  demand  the 
suppression  of  the  school  as  a  school  of  infi- 
delity. 

As  yet,  however,  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
does  not,  in  this  country ,  demand  the  suppression 


of  the  public  schools.  There  are  two  reasons 
for  its  self-imposed  restraint.  Half  a  loaf  is 
better  than  no  bread.  Republicanism  may  be 
induced  to  modify  its  school  system.  It  will 
never  consent  consciously  to  abandon  it.  And 
as  yet  the  hierarchy  is  not  strong  enough  to 
wrest  it  away.  Besides,  in  this  matter  the 
Church  itself  is  not  as  united  as  it  should  be. 
The  laity  are  tainted  with  heresy.  Pat  has  no 
education.  He  is  all  the  more  anxious  that  his 
children  should  have  one.  The  public  school 
is  far  more  popular  with  him  than  with  his 
priest.  If  the  Church  were  to  demand  the 
abolition  of  the  common  schools,  it  would  hardly 
secure  a  majority  among  its  own  patrons. 

The  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  America  is 
therefore  very  much  in  favor  of  education.  It 
does  not  even  demand  that  the  work  of  educa- 
tion be  given  over  to  it.  It  is  more  modest, 
and  simply  asks  leave  to  educate  its  own  chil- 
dren. It  proposes  a  compromise  analogous  to 
that  which  Abraham  proposed  to  Lot.  "Let 
there  be  no  strife,  I  pray  thee,"  it  says,  "  be- 
tween thee  and  me  Separate  thyself,  I  pray 

thee,  from  me."  In  ecclesiastical  controver- 
sies it  is  fond  of  regarding  Protestantism  as 
simply  a  collection  of  heretics  and  schismatics. 
"Protestantism,"  says  a  famous  Roman  Cath- 
olic divine,  "  is  the  individual."  But  in  its  dis- 
cussion of  the  school  question  it  becomes  pos- 
sessed of  a  more  charitable  spirit.  It  then  rec- 
ognizes Protestantism  as  a  Church.  "Let  us 
divide  the  public  funds,"  it  says.  "We  will 
educate  our^children  ;  you  shall  educate  yours. 
All  will  then  be  educated ;  each  in  the  faith  of 
his  own  fathers." 

A  division  of  the  school  moneys  among  the 
schools  in  the  proportion  of  their  attendants — 
this  is  the  solution  of  the  educational  problem 
which  Roman  Catholicism  proposes  to  us.  As 
Roman  Catholicism  produces  a  great  many  chil- 
dren aiid  very  little  revenue,  this  is  really  an  in- 
vitation to  the  Protestant  to  contribute  to  the 
educational  resources  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  And  this  demand  is  made  in  the 
name  of  justice!  The  suppliant  doffs  his. mo- 
nastic rags.  He  no  longer  begs  for  a  charity. 
He  cries,  "  Stand  and  deliver."  The  beggar  is 
transformed  into  a  highwayman. 

Between  the  secular  and  the  sectarian  sys- 
tems of  education  the  country,  it  is  probable, 
will  before  long  be  called  on  to  decide.  We  in- 
voke, from  the  recent  past,  history  to  throw  some 
light  upon  this  question. 

From  the  recent  past ;  for  we  have  no  need 
to  cross  the  ocean  to  see  what  are  the  results 
of  the  ecclesiastical  system  of  instruction,  how- 
ever honestly  and  zealously  administered.  We 
have  made  fair  trial  of  it  in  our  own  country. 
The  history  of  that  trial,  hitherto  hid  away  in 
inaccessible  reports,  addresses,  petitions,  and 
manuscript  documents,  has  recently  been  brought 
to  the  light  in  two  books,  which  are  of  incalcu- 
lable value  to  the  student  of  the  educational 
problem:  Thomas  Boese's  report  on  "Public 
Education,"  and  William  Oland  Bourne's  "  His- 
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tory  of  the  Public  School  Society.  "*  From  these 
volumes,  chiefly,  we  gather  the  material  for  this 
brief  chapter  on  the  history  of  American  edu- 
cation. 

Up  to  the  year  1805  the  city  of  New  York 
had  depended  almost  exclusively,  for  the  educa- 
tion of  its  children,  upon  the  provisions  of  the 
Church.  Each  parish  had  its  parochial  school. 
In  each  school  was  taught,  not  only  the  common 
branches  of  an  English  education,  but  the  pre- 
cepts of  the  Bible,  and  the  doctrines  of  the 
Church  catechism.  One  at  least  of  these  par- 
ish schools  has  survived  all  the  changes  of  times 
and  customs,  partly  by  conforming  to  them. 
The  school  of  the  Protestant  Reformed  Dutch 
Church  is  still  not  only  in  existence,  but  in  a 
prosperous  condition — the  oldest,  as  it  is  one  of 
the  best  schools  in  the  city.  And  the  children, 
we  believe,  still  continue  to  repeat  the  same 
catechism  which  their  Dutch  ancestry  learned 
over  two  centuries  ago. 

But  these  parochial  schools  made  but  a  sorry 
provision  for  the  wants  of  the  public.  They 
provided  education,  as  they  still  provide  char- 
ity, for  their  own  poor.  There  was  an  im- 
mense and  an  increasing  number  of  poor  chil- 
dren, who  were  attached  to  no  parish,  whose 
parents  were  in  communion  with  no  Church, 
and  who  needed  educational  advantages  in 
school  the  more  that  they  had  absolutely  none 
at  home.  These  children  roamed  the  streets 
of  the  growing  city  in  absolute  idleness  and  in 
absolute  ignorance — a  perpetual  source  of  pain 
to  the  philanthropist,  and  of  perplexity  to  the 
statesman.  Up  to  1805  the  Church  had  an  al- 
most undisputed  possession  of  the  field.  But 
it  either  failed  to  comprehend  that  "  the  field 
is  the  world,"  or  fiiiled  to  occupy  it  for  want 
of  funds.  No  provision  was  even  offered  to 
children  of  "  outsiders."  The  doctrinal  teach- 
ing of  these  parish  schools  would  have  prac- 
tically closed  the  doors  against  the  children 
of  unbelievers,  even  if  Church  charity  had 
been  liberal  enough  to  have  offered  to  provide 
for  them.  The  consequence  was,  "that,"  to 
quote  the  words  of  De  Witt  Clinton,  "  children 
the  most  in  want  of  instruction  were  necessarily 
excluded  by  the  irreligion  of  their  parents  from 
the  benefit  of  education." 

Curiously  enough,  the  first  educational  provi- 
sion of  a  public  nature  was  made  for  the  blacks. 

In  1785  an  association  was  organized  for  the 
purpose  of  "  mitigating  the  evils  of  slavery,  to 
defend  the  rights  of  the  blacks,  and  especially 
to  give  them  the  benefits  of  education."  This 
Manumission  Society  was  the  first  step  toward 
public  education  in  the  city  of  New  York,  the 
seed  from  which  the  tree  has  grown.  The  cen- 
sus of  1805  showed  4000  negroes  in  the  city, 

*  Public  Education  in  the  City  of  New  York:  its 
History,  Condition,  and  Statistics.  An  official  Report 
to  the  Board  of  Education.  By  Tuomas  Boesk,  Clerk 
of  the  Board.   Harper  and  Brothers. 

History  of  the  Public  School  Society  of  the  City  of 
New  York,  ivith  Portraits  of  the  Presidents  of  the  So- 
ciety. By  William  Oland  Bouene,  A.M.  William 
Wood  and  Co. :  New  York. 


about  one-half  of  whom  were  slaves.  Their 
children  were  enough  to  fill  several  schools, 
which  were  maintained  with  great  energy  and 
great  success  until,  in  1834,  they  were  trans- 
ferred by  the  Manumission  Society  to  the  Pub- 
lic School  Society,  to  whose  domain  they  really 
and  naturally  belonged. 

The  negroes  were  the  first  objects  of  commis- 
eration ;  white  girls  were  the  next.    Their  des- 
titute condition  touched  the  hearts  of  some  good 
Quaker  ladies.    In  1802  the  "Female  Associ- 
ation for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor"  opened  some 
charity  schools  for  white  girls.     They  were 
speedily  filled.    The  success  of  this  movement, 
and  the  energies  of  the  ladies  in  prosecuting 
it,  awakened  the  interest  or  touclied  the  con- 
sciences of  the  men.    On  the  19th  of  February, 
1805,  twelve  gentlemen  met  at  the  house  of 
John  Murray  in  Pearl  Street,  to  consider  what 
could  be  done  for  the  education  of  the  neglect- 
ed children  of  the  metropolis.    A  more  public 
meeting  was  called ;  at  that  meeting  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  ;  and  the  final  result  was  the 
incorporation  of  the  "  Society  for  Establishing  a 
Free  School  in  the  City  of  New  York."    It  was 
of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  cordial  co- 
operation of  the  Churches  should  be  secured. 
No  man,  probably,  then  dreamed  of  supplanting 
the  parochial  by  a  public  school.    No  man  con- 
ceived that  the  new  Society  would  interfere  with 
the  educational  work  of  the  sects.    The  charter 
of  the  new  Society  incorporated  it  expressly  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  for  "  the  education  of 
poor  children  who  do  not  belong  to,  or  are  not 
provided  for  by,  any  religious  society."  In  their 
very  first  address  to  the  public  the  trustees  were 
careful  to  guard  against  any  possible  jealousy 
by  the  avoAval :  "This  Society,  as  Avill  appear 
from  its  name,  interferes  with  no  existing  in- 
stitution, since  children  already  provided  with 
the  means  of  education,  or  attached  to  any  oth- 
er society,  will  not  come  under  its  care. "  Their 
first  school  was  organized  in  what  is  now  Mad- 
ison Street.    It  numbered  forty-two  pupils. 

The  Lancasterian  system  added  impulse  to 
this  movement,  if  indeed  it  did  not  help  to  cre- 
ate it. 

It  may  almost  be  said  that,  prior  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  century,  there  was 
no  attempt  made  to  provide  for  the  education 
of  the  common  people.  There  were  Churcli 
schools,  but  they  were  really,  and  in  all  Roman 
Catholic  countries  avowedly,  feeders  of  the 
Church.  Locke  unquestionably  expressed  the 
nearly  universal  sentiment  of  philosophers :  "If 
those  of  that  rank  [gentlemen]  are  by  their  ed- 
ucation once  set  right,  they  will  quickly  bring 
all  the  rest  in  order."  It  is  the  very  peculiarity 
of  the  religious  teaching  of  Jesus  Christ  that  it 
begins  at  the  bottom  of  society  and  works  up. 
But  this  principle  was  neither  understood  nor 
accepted.  It  is  scarcely  recognized  to-day.  It 
certainly  was  not  applied  to  education.  That 
the  tree  can  be  no  better  than  its  root  we  are 
slow  to  learn,  since  the  root  is  underground. 
Joseph  Lancaster  deserves  all  the  honor  which 
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has  been  bestowed  upon  him,  since  he  was 
among  the  first  to  recognize  and  apply  this  prin- 
ciple in  the  work  of  education.  His  system  has 
failed  to  stand  the  test  of  time.  But  the  false 
system,  curiously  enough,  has  given  universal 
acceptation  to  a  true,  a  noble  principle. 

Undoubtedly  one  reason  why  no  system- 
atic attem])t  was  previously  made  to  educate 
the  children  of  the  common  people  was  be- 
cause it  appeared  to  the  most  sanguine  utterly 
impracticable.     To  provide  teachers  for  so 
many  seemed  a  hopeless  task.     The  school 
tax,  which  we  now  pay  so  cheerfully,  would 
never  have  been  willingly  paid  by  a  people  who 
had  not  learned  the  practical  value  of  popular 
education.   Joseph  Lancaster  proposed  to  make 
the  people  educate  themselves.    He  divided 
his  schools  into  classes  or  companies  of  ten 
each.    At  the  head  of  each  class  or  company, 
supervising  it,  was  a  monitor.    He  was  chosen 
'  from  the  class  of  older  scholars,  and  received 
his  office  as  a  reward  of  merit.    The  fagging 
system  of  England  rendered  the  introduction 
of  this  system  not  difficult,  since  already  the 
younger  boys  had  been  habituated  to  yield 
obedience  to  the  older.    As  a  transition  from 
popular  ignorance  to  popular  education  it  was 
admirable.     The  bridge  has  long  since  fallen 
into  decay ;  but  America  never  could  have 
crossed  the  chasm  without  it.   At  the  time  of 
its  introduction  it  was  received  with  the  wildest 
enthusiasm.    Its  practicability  appeared  to  be 
abundantly  demonstrated.   School  after  school 
was  organized  with  two  and  three  hundred 
pupils,  and  but  a  single  professional  teacher. 
Under  his  supervision  all  the  subordinate  teach- 
ing was  intrusted  to  monitors,  who  asked  no 
other  wages  than  the  honors  of  their  post  and 
the  privilege  of  wielding  a  brief  authority.  In 
Manchester  the  Lancasterian  school  had  four 
hundred  pupils ;  in  London,  over  a  thousand. 

If  the  invention  of  this  scheme  of  instruc- 
tion— recently  revived  in  the  Southern  States 
(in  the  education  of  the  freedmen)  under  the 
name  of  the  Monitorial  System,  only  to  be  aban- 
doned again — did  not  give  rise  to  the  Public 
School  Society,  it  gave  increased  scope  to  the 
work.    It  was  adopted  with  enthusiasm.  The 
English  schools  of  Joseph  Lancaster  were  vis- 
ited in  person  by  a  member  of  the  Society.  A 
teacher  who  had  been  trained  in  the  system 
was  employed  to  organize  the  first  school.  The 
enthusiastic  faith  of  the  trustees  in  their  move- 
ment was  contagious.    The  Common  Council 
caught  their  spirit.    The  children  of  the  Alms- 
house were  absolutely  unprovided  with  any 
education.    The  city  had  contented  itself  with 
giving  them  shelter,  food,  and  clothing.  They 
belonged  to  no  parish,  and  no  parochial  school 
opened  its  doors  to  them.   The  Common  Coun- 
cil gave  to  the  Free  School  Society  a  room  ad- 
joining the  Alms-house,  and  made  an  appro- 
priation of  $500  to  put  it  in  a  suitable  condi- 
tion.   The  Society  undertook  in  return  to  edu- 
cate fifty  pauper  children.^  This  was  the  first 
public  appropriation  in  the'city  of  New  York  for 


school  purposes.  It  was  the  beginning  of  the 
rill  which  has  grown  to  so  mighty  a  river.  In 
1807  the  amount  expended  for  public  education 
was  five  hundred  dollars.  In  1867  it  was  near- 
ly three  millions.  In  1807  the  city  provided  for 
the  education  of  fifty  pauper  children.  In  18G7 
it  educated  considerably  over  two  hundred  thou- 
sand of  all  ranks,  ages,  and  conditions. 

This  appropriation  was  speedily  followed  by 
others.  The  Legislature  appropriated  four  thou- 
sand dollars  tow^ird  a  school  building,  and  one 
thousand  dollars  toward  the  annual  expenses. 
The  moneys  were  to  be  paid  out  of  the  excise 
fund.    The  city  corporation  presented  a  lot  of 
land  on  Chatham  Street,  and  the  sum  of  fif- 
teen hundred  dollars  toward  the  erection  of  a 
building,  the  Society  undertaking  therefor  to 
educate  all  the  children  of  the  Alms-house.  But 
still  the  Society  depended  chiefly  on  private  be- 
nevolence.   Colonel  Henry  Rutgers  gave  them 
a  lot  in  Henry  Street  for  a  school  building. 
The  vestry  of  Trinity  Church  gave  them,  a  lit- 
tle later,  two  more,  near  what  was  then  the  vil- 
lage of  Greenwich.    Other  benefactions  flowed 
in,  in  smaller  amounts,  from  many  quarters.  In 
1820,  the  Society,  which  had  then  been  organ- 
ized fifteen  years,  had  erected  four  commodious 
buildings,  organized  six  successful  schools,  en- 
larged its  scope  so  as  to  include  girls  as  well  as 
boys,  was  providing  for  the  instruction  of  over 
twenty-five  hundred  pupils,  and  had  become, 
by  frequent  appropriations,  the  recognized  dis- 
tributor of  all  public  moneys  for  educational 
purposes  in  the  city  of  New  York.  Belonging 
to  no  sect,  its  school  sessions  were  always  opened 
with  reading  of  the  Bible  and  prayer;  a  "  uni- 
versal catechism"  was  taught ;  and  on  Sundays 
its  pupils  were  assembled  for  religious  instruc- 
tion under  the  direction  of  ladies  of  different 
denominations.    By  their  prudent  management 
the  trustees  had  avoided  sectarian  controversy. 
This  was  not  always  to  be.    The  prosperity  of 
the  Society  aroused  the  jealousy  of  the  Church- 
es.   Curiously,  the  first  attempt  to  »divert  the 
public  funds  from  secular  to  sectarian  educa- 
tion was  made  by  Protestants. 

By  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  passed  in  1805, 
the  net  proceeds  of  certain  public  lands  were 
solemnly  set  apart  to  the  work  of  public  educa- 
tion.  The  interest  of  this  sum  was  to  be  added 
to  it  until  the  annual  interest  of  the  whole 
amount  reached  the  sum  of  $50,000.  This 
act,  passed  at  the  same  session  with  that  incor- 
porating the  Public  School  Society,  may  be  re- 
garded as  the  first  step  toward  public  education 
in  the  Empire  State.    In  1812  the  interest  of 
this  fund  had  reached  the  required  amount,  and 
by  act  of  Legislature,  passed  in  1813,  provision 
was  made  for  the  distribution  of  that  part  which 
belonged  to  the  city  and  county  of  New  York. 
By  this  act  it  was  provided  that  this  fund  should 
be  apportioned  and  paid  to  certain  philanthrop- 
ic societies,  prominent  among  which  was  the 
Free  School  Society,  and  also  to    such  incorpo- 
rated religious  societies  in  said  city  as  supported  or 
should  establish  charity  schools,  who  might  apphj 
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for  the  same^  The  distribution  was  to  be  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  pupils  upon  the 
register ;  and  the  funds  received  were  to  be 
employed  exclusively  in  the  payment  of  teach- 
ers' salaries.  This  last  limitation  was  subse- 
quently so  far  modified  as  to  give  the  Public 
School  Society  permission  to  employ  its  surplus 
in  the  erection  of  new  buildings.  Such,  in 
brief,  was  the  condition  of  the  law  in  1820, 

Among  the  religious  societies  who  had  availed 
themselves  of  this  law  of  1813  was  the  Bethel 
Baptist  Church.  It  appears  to  have  had  two 
"meeting-houses,"  one  on  Broome,  and  one  on 
Delancey  Street.  It  was  a  vigorous  and  flour- 
ishing organization,  and  was  blessed,  in  the  per- 
son of  Rev.  Jonathan  Chase,  with  a  very  ener- 
getic pastor.  If  he  was  somewhat  of  a  propa- 
gandist, his  propagandism  must  be  attributed 
to  his  religious  zeal.  If  he  was  something  of 
a  wire-puller,  he  at  least  pulled  the  wires  solely 
to  advance  the  interests  of  his  Church,  never  to 
advance  his  own.  He  was  a  shrewd,  earnest, 
untiring,  unselfish,  and  yet  not  too  scrupulous, 
ecclesiastic.  Under  his  energetic  administra- 
tion the  trustees  of  his  society  opened  a  school 
for  poor  children  in  the  basement  of  their  church 
in  Delancey  Street.  It  was  conducted  upon 
principles  at  once  more  liberal  and  more  politic 
than  those  which  characterized  the  somewhat 
analogous  schools  of  neighboring  parishes.  Its 
doors  were  thrown  open  to  all  children,  whatev- 
ev  their  denominational  relations.  This  school 
was  soon  filled  up.  The  Church  wished  to 
increase  their  "means  of  usefulness."  Their 
funds  were  not  adequate  to  erect  new  buildings. 
What  more  natural  than  to  turn,  as  the  Public 
School  Society  had  done  before  them,  to  the 
Legislature  for  assistance?  Like  the  Public 
School  Society,  they  were  laboring  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  community.  Like  the  Public  School 
Society,  they  recognized  in  their  school  no  de- 
nominational distinction.  Their  energetic  pas- 
tor appreciated  very  thoroughly  so  much  of  the 
divine  injunction  as  commands  his  ministers  to 
be  "wise  as  serpents."  He  moved  in  the  mat- 
ter very  quietly.  No  public  attention  was  called 
to  the  application  of  the  Bethel  Baptist  Church  ; 
no  opposition  was  excited.  Almost  without 
discussion  a  law  was  passed  giving  to  the  trust- 
ees of  the  Church  the  same  right  to  employ 
their  surplus  funds  in  the  erection  of  school 
buildings  which  the  Public  School  Society  al- 
ready enjoyed.  The  first  intimation  which  the 
Society  had  of  the  application  was  the  public 
announcement  of  the  passage  of  the  act. 

This  act  secured,  Mr.  Chase  urged  his  trust- 
ees to  avail  themselves  of  its  provisions.  His 
zeal  overcame  their  reluctance.  They  yielded 
a  hesitating  acquiescence  to  a  policy  which  they 
did  not  heartily  approve.  A  second  school 
was  established  in  Elizabeth  Street ;  a  third  in 
Vandam  Street.  Both  were  in  close  proxim- 
ity to  schools  of  the  Public  School  Society. 
The  propagandist  is  always  more  anxious  to 
increase  the  resources  of  his  establishment  than 
to  serve  the  interests  of  humanity.    The  phi- 


lanthropist believes  that  the  Church  is  the  serv- 
ant of  man  ;  the  ecclesiastic,  that  man  is  the 
servant  of  the  Church.  The  Bethel  Baptist 
schools  were  soon  filled  up,'  but  largely  by  col- 
onies from  the  schools  of  the  Public  School 
Society.  Three  hundred  pupils  were  induced, 
by  various  means,  to  leave  the  free  school  in 
Hudson  Street  for  the  Bethel  school  in  Van- 
dam  Street.  A  school-house  is  none  the  worse 
through  the  week  for  being  used  as  a  church 
on  the  Sabbath.  Such  at  least  was  Mr.  Chase's 
opinion.  His  building,  erected  by  public  funds 
for  public  education,  was  more  church  than 
school-house.  The  sanctuary  was  in  the  com- 
modious and  well-lighted  room  above.  The 
school  was  in  a  dark  and  ill-ventilated  basement 
below.  For  is  not  the  cause  of  the  Church 
more  important  than  that  of  education  ?  Are 
not  the  interests  of  the  soul  more  important 
than  those  of  the  mind  ?  Piety  covers  a  mul- 
titude of  sins.  The  law  provided  for  a  divi- 
sion of  public  moneys  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
ber of  children  npon  the  register.  It  is  easier 
to  fill  a  register  than  a  school-room.  School 
No.  3  reported  four  hundred  and  fifty  pupils. 
Only  three  hundred  could  be  seated  in  the 
school.  The  entire  number  for  which  the 
Bethel  Baptist  Church  drew  appropriations 
was  nearly  sixteen  hundred.  The  number  in 
actual  attendance  was  less  than  nine  hundred. 
The  law,  before  its  amendment  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Bethel  Baptist  Church,  provided  that  the 
public  funds  should  be  employed  exclusively 
in  paying  the  salaries  of  teachers.  But  no 
law  can  prevent  a  teacher  from  giving  out  of  his 
own  pocket  to  the  support  of  his  own  Church. 
Mr.  Buyce  received  a  nominal  salary  of  $900. 
He  paid  back  to  Mr.  Chase  $450.  Mr.  Far- 
don  received  a  salary  of  $G00.  He  made  a 
' '  donation"  to  the  Church  of  $200.  In  a  word, 
of  the  public  funds  about  $2500  went  into  the 
treasury  of  the  Bethel  Baptist  Church.  Under 
the  guise  of  a  school  tax  the  State  was  paying 
tithes  into  the  treasury  of  the  Lord. 

Mr.  Chase's  zeal  outran  his  knowledge.  These 
"pious  frauds"  were  unearthed.  The  whole 
subject  was  publicly  ventilated.  The  Legis- 
lature was  memorialized  to  reconsider  its  ac- 
tion. For  over  two  years  the  community  heard 
patiently  the  entire  discussion ;  a  discussion  in 
which,  curiously  enough,  the  Roman  Catholics 
seem  not  to  have  participated.  Party  feeling 
ran  high.  It  was  imbittered  by  religious  con- 
siderations. The  Church  was  reluctant  to  sur- 
render the  advantage  it  had  gained.  The  Leg- 
islature was  reluctant  to  wrest  it  from  them. 
The  final  result  was  an  act  referring  the  entire 
question  to  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of 
New  York.  This  body  in  1 825  was  composed 
of  spirits  very  dilferent  from  those  who  now  con- 
stitute our  city  fathers.  A  small  minority — 
three  out  of  sixteen — desired  to  give  to  Church 
schools  an  appropriation  for  the  children  of  such 
parents  as  were  attendants  upon  their  respect- 
ive places  of  worship.  This  provision  being  lost, 
the  Common  Council  unanimously  agreed  that 
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thenceforth  the  schools  of  religious  societies 
should  be  excluded  from  all  participation  in 
the  public  funds.  Eor  a  little  while  the  Beth- 
el Church  maintained  with  some  show  of  vigor 
the  schools  they  had  started.  But  they  had  nei- 
ther the  pecuniary  nor  the  moral  support  of  the 
public.  It  was  only  too  evident  that  their  con- 
tinuance Avas  neither  expedient  nor  practicable, 
and  they  were  suspended.  But  their  history 
remains — and  it  ought  never  to  be  forgotten — 
a  striking  testimony  to  the  folly  of  all  schemes, 
however  disguised,  for  taking  the  work  of  edu- 
cation out  of  the  hands  of  the  State  in  order  to 
give  it  into  the  hands  of  the  Church.  Protest- 
ant or  Romanist,  the  ecclesiastic  may  always  be 
depended  on  to  make  his  school  subordinate  to 
the  interests  of  his  Church  organization. 

We  pass  rapidly  over  the  fifteen  years  which 
elapsed  between  this  settlement  of  the  religious 
question  in  1825  and  its  revival  in  1840,  that 
we  may  hasten  to  express  our  gratitude  to  the 
Roman  Catholic  hierarchy  for  their  uninten- 
tional good  offices  in  securing  for  the  city  its 
present  admirable  system. 

Up  to  the  year  1840  the  Public  School  Soci- 
ety had  been,  though  in  law  a  private  corpora- 
tion, to  all  intents  and  purposes  an  educational 
commission  of  the  State.  Through  its  organi- 
zation nearly  all  the  educational  funds  of  the 
State  belonging  to  the  city  of  New  York  had 
been  appropriated.  It  had  during  that  time 
steadily  increased  both  in  efficiency  and  in  pub- 
lic favor.  It  had  under  its  charge  sixteen  dif- 
ferent schools.  Nearly  twenty-three  thousand 
pupils  were  in  actual  attendance  upon  them. 
The  annual  income  of  the  Society  was  nearly 
one  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  dollars.  It 
had  certainly  served  the  State  faithfully  and 
Avell.  The  public  school  is  maintained  at  pub- 
lic expense  only  as  an  economical  police  meas- 
ure. In  1822  the  trustees  reported  that  out  of 
twenty  thousand  pupils  who  had  attended  their 
schools  only  one  had  been  traced  to  a  criminal 
court.  Of  a  class  of  thirty-two  boys  in  1835, 
whose  subsequent  career  a  curious  historian 
traced,  there  were  two  future  Judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  one  member  of  the  Legislature,  a 
City  Register,  several  principals  and  assistants, 
and  one  assistant  city  Superintendent  of  Schools. 

At  the  same  time  it  must  be  confessed  that 
the  Public  School  Society  had  failed  to  meet 
the  growing  wants  of  the  community.  Unsec- 
tarian  though  it  was,  it  was,  nevertheless,  es- 
sentially a  Protestant  institution.  Its  school 
sessions  were  opened  with  Protestant  religious 
exercises.  Its  Board  of  Trustees  was  composed 
almost  exclusively  of  members  of  Protestant  or- 
ganizations. Its  school  literature  was  charac- 
teristically, and  sometimes  even  controversially, 
Protestant.  It  failed  to  secure  the  attendance 
of  any  considerable  number  of  the  children  of 
Roman  Catholic  parents.  In  1827  it  reported 
twelve  thousand  children  between  the  ages  of 
five  and  fifteen  without  any  means  of  instruc- 
tion. In  1841  this  number  had  increased  to 
over  thirty  thousand. 


Encouraged  by  an  ordinance  of  the  Common 
Council  giving  to  their  Orphan  Asylum  school  a 
share  in  the  public  funds,  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  prepared  to  demand  that  the  education 
of  Roman  Catholic  children  be  given  to  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  Church.  Parochial  schools  had 
already  been  established  by  them  in  connection 
with  their  various  parishes.  For  these  schools 
they  demanded  a  part  of  the  public  funds,  pro- 
portioned to  the  number  of  pupils  in  attendance 
upon  them.  They  declared  that  the  Public 
School  Society  was  an  odious  monopoly.  They 
asserted  that  its  books  were  offensive  in  their 
religious  teachings.  They  presented  the  same 
dilemma  which  they  still  present,  that  the  pub- 
lic school  must  be  either  religious  or  not ;  if  re- 
ligious, sectarian  ;  if  unreligious,  infidel.  They 
demanded  appropriations  from  the  Common 
Council  for  St.  Patrick's  School,  St.  Peter's 
School,  St.  ]\Iary"s  School,  St.  Joseph's  School, 
St.  James's  School,  St.  Nicholas's  School,  St. 
John's  School,  and  the  Transfiguration  Church 
School.  Tlicy  possessed  in  Archbishop  Hughes 
a  man  of  untiring  energy,  of  great  executive 
ability,  of  no  mean  oratorical  power,  and  of  ab- 
solute and  undisputed  authority  amffng  his  own 
people.  They  had,  to  sustain  them,  a  vote  which 
had  already  become  ominously  large.  Tliey  had 
against  tliem  the  memories  of  the  past,  the  act- 
ual results  of  the  Bethel  Baptist  Church  experi- 
ment, the  universal  sentiment  of  the  Protestant 
community,  and  the  organic  forces  of  two  large 
and  powerful  bodies — the  Public  School  Society 
and  the  Methodist  Church. 

This  controversy,  extending  over  a  period  of 
two  years,  is  so  fresh  in  the  minds  of  many  of 
our  readers  that  we  hardly  need  recite  its  his- 
tory in  detail.  Too  many  of  them  Avill  remem- 
ber how,  day  after  day,  the  City  Hall  was  crowd- 
ed by  throngs  gathered  to  hear  the  discussion 
between  Archbishop  Hughes  on  the  one  side, 
and  Theodore  Sedgewick,  Hiram  Ketchum,  and 
various  representatives  of  the  Protestant  clergy 
on  the  other;  how  the  press  took  up  the  theme 
and  devoted  their  columns,  week  after  week,  to 
a  discussion  in  which  political  interests  and  re- 
ligious excitement  were  strangely  intermingled ; 
how  the  pulpit  was  diverted  for  the  time  from 
its  customary  topics ;  how  jubilant  Protestant- 
ism was  over  the  all  but  unanimous  decision  of 
the  City  Council  to  adhere  to  the  "  old  paths 
how  Freeman's  Journal^  created  for  the  purpose 
of  serving  the  Church  as  an  organ,  grew  into 
success  on  the  passions  of  the  hour ;  how, 
beaten  in  the  City  Council,  the  Roman  Cath- 
olic Archbishop  transferred  the  conflict  from  the 
City  Hall  to  the  Capitol  at  Albany;  how  he 
gathered  his  great  parish  in  mass-meeting,  and 
nominated  with  his  own  voice  the  ticket  they 
were  to  support ;  how  his  influence  secured  in- 
dorsement in  high  and  unexpected  quarters, 
and  brought  his  application  before  the  Legis- 
lature with  a  recommendation  in  its  favor  from 
both  the  Governor  and  the  Secretary  of  State  ; 
how  long  and  how  bitter  was  the  controversy 
which  ensued ;  and  how  anxiously  the  Protestant 
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community  awaited  the  result.  That  result  gave 
at  the  time  satisfaction  to  neither  party.  The 
Archbishop  retreated  to  his  bishopric  a  discom- 
fited politician.  The  Public  School  Society 
ceased  to  be  the  almoner  of  the  public  mon- 
eys. Principle  forbade  that  the  State  should 
become  tributary  to  the  hierarchy.  Policy  for- 
bade that  it  should  leave  the  grievances  of  the 
Church,  real  or  imaginary,  wholly  unredressed. 
A  middle  course  was  adopted.  Once,  at  least, 
in  the  history  of  legislation  a  compromise  has 
resulted  in  the  adoption  of  a  permanent  and 
beneficent  principle.  A  Board  of  Education 
was  appointed  for  the  city  of  New  York.  All 
public  funds  were  placed  in  their  hands  for  dis- 
tribution. The  schools  of  the  Public  School 
Society  were  among  those  named  in  the  act  as 
entitled  to  share  in  the  distribution  of  this  fund. 
No  school  in  which  any  religious  sectarian  doc- 
trine or  tenet  should  be  taught  might  have  the 
same  privilege.  Such,  in  a  sentence,  was  the 
school  law  of  1842.  For  its  existence  the  State 
owes  an  incalculable  debt  of  gratitude  to  two 
ecclesiastics,  either  of  whom  would  have  bit- 
terly opposed  it  to  the  last.  That  the  school 
system  of  New  York  city  is  a  system,  that  edu- 
cation is  no  longer  doled  out  as  a  charity  to  the 
poor,'  either  by  the  Churches  or  by  philanthrop- 
ic societies,  but  is  awarded  to  all,  as  a  right, 
by  the  State,  is  due  largely,  if  not  chiefly,  to 
the  unintentional  offices  of  Rev.  Jonathan  Chase 
and  Archbishop  Hughes,  who  succeeded  in  pro- 
moting the  very  legislation  which  they  were  most 
desirous  to  prevent. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  our  purpose  to  trace 
any  further  the  history  of  the  Public  School  So- 
ciety, to  show  how,  under  the  new  law,  the  ward 
schools  established  by  the  Board  of  Education 
steadily  waxed  in  prosperity  and  popularity,  and 
the  charity  schools  of  the  Public  School  Society 
as  steadily  waned  ;  how,  by  mutual  consent,  the 
private  corporation  was  merged  in  the  public 
body  ;  and  how,  finally,  the  State  assumed  the 
full  performance  of  its  sacred  duty.  Nor  is  it 
necessary  for  us  to  deduce  from  this  chapter  of 
school  history  its  moral.  He  must  be  dull  in- 
deed who  does  not  perceive  it.  There  are  some 
questions  upon  which  the  experience  of  the  past 
has  rendered  a  final  verdict.  Among  those  prin- 
ciples which  may  be  considered  absolutely  settled 
by  the  course  of  public  instruction  in  the  city  of 
New  York  for  the  last  three-quarters  of  a  century 
is  this,  that  the  Avork  of  secular  education  belongs 
exclusively  to  the  state,  never  to  the  Church. 


OLD  ENGLISH  LAWYERS. 

THERE  lias  been  lately  published,  in  Lon- 
don, a  book  giving  a  brief  sketch  of  the 
lives  of  fifty-eight  eminent  sergeants  of  the  En- 
glish bar,  who  flourished  between  the  years 
1653  and  1863 — two  hundred  and  ten  years. 
The  reading,  on  the  whole,  is  rather  dry ;  but 
interspersed  are  a  few  incidents  and  anecdotes, 
some  of  which  will  probably  be  new  to  most 
readers,  and  all  more  or  less  entertaining. 


In  England  the  sergeant-at-law,  or  of  the 
coif,  is  the  highest  degree  taken  at  the  common- 
law,  as  that  of  doctor  is  of  the  civil  law ;  and 
as  these  are  supposed  to  be  the  most  learned 
and  experienced  in  the  practice  of  the  courts, 
there  is  one  court  appointed  specially  for  them 
to  plead  in,  namely,  the  Common-Pleas,  where 
the  common-law  of  England  is  most  strictly 
observed.  But  they  are  not  restricted  from 
pleading  in  any  other  court,  where  the  judgesj 
who  can  not  have  that  honor  till  they  have 
taken  the  degree  of  sergeant-at-law,  call  them 
brothers. 

Sir  John  Maynard,  the  first  who  figures  among 
these  eminent  sergeants,  flourished  between  the 
years  1653  and  1700,  and  was  known  as  a 
profound  lawyer  and  able  advocate  for  more 
than  half  a  century.  One  of  his  earliest  cases 
shows  what  ingenious  and  unique  expedients 
were  resorted  to  in  those  days  to  remunerate 
counsel.  In  one  case  a  client  came  to  the  Ser- 
geant and  gave  him  a  basket  of  pippins,  and 
every  pippin  had  a  gold  piece  in  it.  "Those 
were  golden  pippins!"  exclaimed  the  Chief 
Justice.  Afterward  came  one  on  the  other 
side,  who,  in  hope  of  securing  his  services,  gave 
him  a  roasting-pig,  and  in  that  pig's  belly  were 
fifty  broad  pieces ;  whereupon  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice, being  in  mood  hilarious,  remarked,  "That's 
good  sauce  for  a  pig !" 

Alas  that  the  apple  and  pig  business  should 
be  "played  out!"  and  that  the  bar  of  the  pres- 
ent day  are  not  to  be  approached  in  style  so 
toothsome ! 

Sir  John  was  an  earnest  Presbyterian.  One 
of  the  most  curious  of  all  the  reasons  ever  urged 
in  behalf  of  the  cause  of  religion  was  urged  by 
him.  Jeiferson  believed  that  great  cities  were 
sores  on  the  body  politic.  Sir  John  Maynard 
went  further,  and  advocated,  in  Parliament,  a 
"bill  to  prevent  further  building  in  London, 
or  the  neighborhood."  The  bill  was  rejected. 
But  he' was  pathetic  in  his  opposition.  "This 
building,"  he  exclaimed,  "is  the  ruin  of  the 
gentry,  and  the  ruin  of  religion,  leaving  so 
many  people  without  churches  to  go  to.  This 
enlarging  of  London  makes  it  filled  with  lack- 
eys and  pages.  In  St.  Giles's  parish  scarce  the 
fifth  part  can  come  to  church,  and  we  shall  have 
no  religion  at  last!"    But  London  went  on. 

Sir  John  was  one  of  the  managers  of  the 
trial  against  Archbishop  Laud,  who  was  execu- 
ted on  the  10th  of  January,  1645. 

The  pecuniary  income  of  the  first-class  law- 
yer at  that  period  may  be  estimated  by  the 
fact  that,  in  1647,  Maynard,  being  then  at  the 
head  of  the  profession,  received,  in  one  circuit, 
£700,  "  which  was  more  than  one  of  our  profes- 
sion ever  got  before." 

Like  the  late  Daniel  S.  Dickinson,  Maynard 
introduced  into  his  speeches  quotations  from 
Scripture  with  great  appositeness.  In  1648  a 
gallant  officer,  Lilburne,  had  been  heavily  fined 
by  the  House  of  Lords,  and  was  a  prisoner  in 
the  ToAver.  The  great  advocate  took  up  his 
cause,  and  gloriously  succeeded.    His  speech 
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at  once  produced  the  discharge  of  Lilburne. 
He  insisted  that  the  crime  of  the  prisoner  was 
not  specified.  "Festus,"  said  he,  "the  pagan 
and  corrupt  judge,  who  expected  a  bribe  from 
poor  Paul,  would  not  send  him  to  Ccesar  luith- 
out  specifying  the  cause  in  his  mittimus.  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Lilburne  is  committed  in  order 
to  his  trial  at  law,  and  yet  is  debarred  all  law." 

Then,  as  now,  there  were  some  rather  rough 
scenes  in  court.  When  Jeffreys  was  Chief  J us- 
tice,  a  certain  Pilkington  was  convicted  of  some 
offense.  A  sharp  colloquy  occurred  between 
Jeffreys  and  Mr.  Ward,  counsel,  as  to  the  pre- 
cise question  to  be  determined,  during  which 
the  former  said,  "  You  have  made  a  long  speech 
here,  and  do  not  understand  what  you  are  about. 
Do  not  make  such  excursions  ad  captandum 
jjopulum,  with  your  flourishes ;  I  will  none  of 
your  enamel,  nor  your  garniture."  This  oc- 
casioned a  little  hiss.  Note  its  cheery  effect 
on  the  court:  "Who  is  that?  What,  in  the 
name  of  God !  I  hope  we  are  now  past  that 
time  of  day  that  humming  and  hissing  shall  be 
used  in  courts  of  justice ;  but  I  would  fain  know 
that  fellow  that  dares  to  hum  and  hiss  while  I 
sit  here ;  I  assure  him,  be  he  who  he  will,  I'll 
lay  him  by  the  heels  and  make  an  example  of 
him  r 

In  the  revolutionary  times  of  1G88-89  May- 
nard  bore  a  conspicuous  part,  and,  in  one 
speech,  gave  expression  to  what  has  become 
the  usage  of  nations  in  times  of  peril.  "We 
are,"  he  said,  "at  this  moment  out  of  the  beat- 
en path.  If,  therefore,  we  are  determined  to 
move  only  in  that  path,  we  can  not  move  at  all. 
A  man  in  a  revolution,  resolving  to  do  nothing 
which  is  not  strictly  according  to  established 
form,  resembles  a  man  who  has  lost  himself  in 
a  wilderness,  and  who  stands  crying,  Where  is 
the  king's  highway  ?  I  will  travel  nowhere  but 
on  the  king's  highway.  In  a  wilderness  a  ?nan 
should  take  the  track  which  ivill  carry  him  home. 
In  a  revolution  he  must  have  recourse-  to  the 
highest  law,  the  safety  of  the  state." 

At  eighty-eight  the  old  man  presided  with 
dignity  in  the  Court  of  Chancery.  At  this  time 
a  famous  saying  is  attributed  to  liim.  Probably 
it  happened  when  he  went  up  to  Whitehall  with 
an  address  from  the  bar.  The  King  cast  his  eyes 
upon  the  old  gentleman,  and  observed  that  he 
must  have  outlived  all  the  lawyers  of  his  time. 
''If  your  Highness,'"  said  Maynard,  ''had  not 
come  over  to  our  aid,  I  should  have  outlived  the 
laio  itself    He  died  at  eighty-nine. 

Edmund  Plowden,  a  Roman  Catholic,  is  an- 
other of  these  eminent  sergeants.  Born  in 
1517,  at  thirty-five  he  was  a  physician,  at  for- 
ty-five a  sergeant.  Queen  Elizabeth  was  one  of 
his  great  admirers.  At  one  time  of  her  reign 
it  was  unsafe  for  a  Catholic  priest  to  be  found 
in  England,  a  capital  penalty  being  attached  to 
his  appearance.  The  act  of  assisting  at  mass 
was  likewise  visited  with  severe  punishments, 
and  Plowden  was  once  menaced  with  serious 
trouble  for  a  supposed  misdemeanor  in  "  assist- 
ing at  mass."    One  day,  while  residing  on  one 


of  his  estates,  some  persons  came,  with  no  good- 
will, to  inform  him  that  mass  was  about  to  be 
celebrated  in  a  certain  house  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. He  might  wish  to  assist  at  it.  Plow- 
den hastened  to  the  place,  and  was  seen  to 
make  the  sign  of  the  cross  and  use  his  prayer- 
book.  For  this  offense  he  was  shortly  after- 
ward summoned.  He  was  suspicious  of  foul 
play  somewhere,  and  cross-examined  the  wit- 
nesses, and,  among  others,  the  priest  himself 
who  had  officiated.  He  demanded  of  this  man 
whether  he  would  swear  that  he  was  a  priest. 
To  this  question  the  answer  was  in  the  nega- 
tive. "The  case,'*  exclaimed  Plowden,  "is 
altered.  No  priest,  no  mass ;  no  mass,  no  viola- 
tion of  the  law.'-  It  became  a  proverb  after 
this :  "The  case  is  altered,  quoth  Plowden." 

William  Fleetwood  flourished  in  1580  and 
thereabout.  As  indicative  of  the  state  of  pub- 
lic sentiment  in  1575,  in  reference  to  the  drama, 
it  may  be  mentioned  that  in  that  year  great  ef- 
forts were  made  in  London  to  accomplish  a  gen- 
eral moral  reformation.  The  players  met  with 
great  repulses,  and  their  representations  were  re- 
strained within  narrow  limits.  They  might  play 
in  private  houses,  but  not  openly,  till  the  whole 
deaths  had  been  "by  twenty  days  under  fifty  a 
week,  nor  longer  than  shall  so  continue.  No 
plays  on  the  Sabbath,  nor  on  holidays,  nor  after 
evening  prayer,  nor  in  the  dark,  nor  continued 
any  such  time  but  as  any  of  the  auditors  may 
return  to  their  dwellings  in  London  before  sun- 
set, or,  at  least,  before  it  be  dark."  Fleetwood, 
himself  an  illegitimate  child,  was  in  the  fore- 
ground in  those  attempts  at  municipal  and  mor- 
al amendments.  A  fact  in  reference  to  the 
crime  of  that  period,  Fleetwood  then  being 
Recorder,  is  in  curious  contrast  with  the  exe- 
cutions for  high  crimes  in  our  day.  Let  it  be 
borne  in  mind  that  at  the  time  of  which  we 
write,  1577,  London  was  not  quite  half  the  size 
of  New  York  to-day ;  yet,  in  that  year,  "  eight- 
een were  hanged  at  Tyburn."  Notwithstand- 
ing, it  was  "the  quietest  sessions  he  was  ever 
at."  Hanging  was  not  then  "played  out"  in 
London,  if  it  be  now  in  New  York.  During 
his  Recordership  he  held  a  kind  of  audit,  on 
the  12th  of  each  January,  when  he  put  "coz- 
eners, cheats,  and  cutpurses"  under  surveil- 
lance. 

It  may  possibly  be  serviceable  to  Recorder 
Hackett  to  know  something  of  the  manner 
in  which  his  London  predecessor  disposed  of 
naughty  women.  In  1581  a  French  merchant 
had  £40  stolen  by  a  carrier's  wife  at  Norwich. 
The  money,  after  much  search,  was  found,  but 
the  Avoman  denied  the  theft.  Upon  this  the 
Recorder  had  her  into  his  study  privately. 
Here  she  was  obdurate,  and,  on  being  pressed, 
said,  "I  will  answer  no  further."  And  then 
the  Recorder,  using  the  Lord  Mayor's  advice, 
bestowed  her  in  Bridewell,  where  she  was  pun- 
ished as  a  vagrant,  being  well  whipped.  It 
was  observable  that  she  said  then,  "  That  the 
devil  stood  at  her  elbow  in  the  Recorder's  study, 
and  willed  her  to  deny  it.    But  so  soon  as  she 
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was  on  the  triangle  to  be  punished,  he  gave  her 
over."    Which  was  courteous — of  the  devil. 

In  1576  mass  was  publicly  said  at  the  house 
of  the  Embassador  of  Portugal.  The  ceremony 
was  interrupted  by  the  Recorder,  who  thus  tells 
the  story:  "On  the  Sunday  we  went  to  the 
Embassador's  house,  accompanied  by  sheriffs, 
determined  '  that  no  mass-hearers  should  es- 
cape.' We  knocked  at  the  door  until  'a  Por- 
tugal' appeared,  and  said  that  his  lord  was  not 
at  home.  'Then  let  us  speak  with  you,'  quoth 
we,  'for  we  have  brought  letters.'  And  the 
porter  answered  us  very  stubbornly.  At  last 
the  gate  was  opened.  I,  the  Recorder,  put  in 
my  left  leg,  meaning  to  enter  in  at  the  gate ; 
and,  being  half  in  and  half  out,  the  porter, 
knowing  me  very  well,  said;  'Back,  villain!' 
and  thrust  the  gate  so  sore  upon  my  leg  that 
I  shall  carry  the  grief  thereof  to  my  grave. 
Sithence  that  time  my  pain  hath  been  so  great 
that  I  can  take  no  rest.  And  if  Mr.  Sheriflf 
Kimpton  had  not  thrust  the  gate  from  me,  my 
leg  had  been  utterly  bruised  unto  shivers." 
The  "villain"  who  did  this  had  seized  the  Re- 
corder by  the  throat,  and  was  feeling  for  his 
dagger,  "and  then  I  thrust  him  from  me,  for, 
indeed,  he  was  hut  a  testy  little  wretch,^^ 

Sir  John  Hele,  who  flourished  at  about  the 
same  time  with  Fleetwood,  was  a  man  of  less 
austere  ways.  In  fact,  when  he  was  an  ap- 
plicant for  the  Mastership  of  the  Rolls,  Lord 
Ellesmere  gave  him  the  following  "  first-class 
notice :" 

"  1.  He  is  charged  to  have  been  long  a 
grypinge  and  excessive  usurer.  Against  such 
persons  the  Chancerye  doeth  gyve  remedye, 
which  yt  is  not  lykelye  he  will  doe,  being  hym 
self  so  great  and  so  common  an  offender  in  the 
same  kynde.  2.  He  is  charged  to  have  bene  a 
most  gredye  and  insatiable  taker  of  fees,  and 
(which  is  most  odious)  a  notorious  and  common 
amhi-dexter,  takinge  fee  on  both  sydes,  to  the 

great  scandall  of  his  place  and  profession  

He  is  noted  to  be  a  great  drunkarde,  and  in  his 
drunkennesse  not  only  to  have  commonly  used 
quarrelynge  and  brawlenge  words,  but  some- 
tyme  blowes  also,  and  that  at  a  common  ordy- 
narye,  a  vice  ill  beseeminge  a  serjeant,  but  in  a 
judge  or  publicke  magistrate  intollerable." 

On  the  whole,  not  a  lovely  legal  luminary. 
"Common  ambi-dexters"  commonly  are  not. 
There  is  not  very  much  to  be  said  about  the  old 
fellow.  He  woidd  take  njore  than  seven  percent., 
but  he  was  a  great  lawyer,  and  by  profession- 
al labors  accumulated  and  left  a  fortune  of 
£100,000. 

Sir  John  Davys,  whose  legal  career  com- 
menced at  about  1600,  was  somewhat  noted  in 
his  day  as  a  versifier.  He  filled  the  office  of 
Attorney-General  and  Speaker  for  Ireland,  and 
was  esteemed  a  man  of  superior  parts.  It  was 
his  great  misfortune  to  have  married  a  daugh- 
ter of  the  Earl  of  Castlehaven,  and  she  was 
clearly  mad.  She  was  twice  sent  to  Bedlam. 
She  claimed  to  have  the  spirit  of  prophecy. 
On  the  Sunday  before  the  death  of  Sir  John, 


as  they  were  sitting  at  dinner,  she  suddenly 
burst  into  tears.  He,  asking  the  cause,  was 
answered;  "Husband,  these  are  your  funeral 
tears."  To  which  he  replied:  "Pray,  there- 
fore, spare  your  tears  now,  and  I  will  be  con- 
tent ;  you  shall  laugh  when  I  am  dead." 

Sir  Thomas  Crew  grew  into  fame  about  1623. 
His  elder  brother  was  Chief  Justice.  His  abili- 
ties were  so  great  as  to  be  proverbial,  and  so 
was  his  integrity.    It  was  written  of  him  : 

"Would  you  have  your  cause  go  true, 
Take  senior  Cooke  and  junior  Crewe." 

King  Charles's  opinion  and  saying  of  him  was  : 
"Thomas  Crewe  is  against  me,  yet  he  is  an 
honest  man."  Speaking  of  disj)laced  chief 
justices,  it  was  said : 

"Renowned  Cooke,  proud  Montague, 
Great  Sir  James  Leigh,  and  honest  Crewe, 
Two  were  preserved,  two  set  aside, 
And  in  their  room  upstart  Nicke  Hyde." 

He  had  two  sons,  each  of  whom  became  ser- 
geants, and  each  was  in  his  day  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  both  were  knighted. 

More  eminent  and  more  versatile  than  any  of 
his  predecessors  was  Bulstrode  Whitelocke,  who 
took  and  maintained  high  rank,  not  only  as  an 
orator,  lawyer,  and  politician,  but  as  a  soldier. 
He  was  in  good  repute  in  1648 ;  was  in  Parlia- 
ment at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  and  out  of  it  at 
twenty-tAvo,  when  his  professional  career  may  be 
said  to  have  commenced.  His  tastes  were  some- 
what free,  and  he  was  greatly  given  to  larking. 
On  the  occasion  of  the  marriage  of  a  Mr.  Grim- 
stone,  Whitelocke,  for  a  frolic,  donned  the  liv- 
ery of  the  coachman,  and  drove  home  the  bride's 
coach.  Upon  the  way  they  stopped  at  a  man- 
sion, where  a  gentleman  of  quality  and  his 
lady  came  to  the  door,  bade  the  newly- married 
couple  welcome,  and  treated  them  with  wine 
and  sweetmeats.  The  coachman  sat  mannerly, 
with  his  hat  in  his  hand,  upon  the  box,  all  pow- 
dered over  with  dust ;  but  the  lady,  looking 
earnestly  and  archly  at  him,  advanced  to  him 
with  a  cup  of  wine  in  her  hand. 

"  Sir,  I  do  not  use  to  drink  to  coachmen,  but 
you  seem  to  be  an  extraordinary  one,  and  I 
therefore  present  my  service  to  you." 

What  could  a  coachman  do  when  thus  greet- 
ed ?  He  descended  from  his  post,  and  replied, 
gayly : 

"  Madam,  I  believe  you  do  not  use  to  give 
leave  to  coachmen  to  salute  you,  but  let  one 
whom  you  judge  extraordinary  have  that  ex- 
traordinary favor  from  you." 

With  this  he  saluted  the  lady,  and  reascended 
his  box. 

It  was  Whitelocke  who  said  "  Mammon  (the 
Jewish  Cupid)  insjnred  the  text  of  marriage-set- 
tlements. "  He  was  a  pupil  of  Archbishop  Laud, 
and  was  learned  in  the  languages ;  he  was  one  of 
three  who  undertook  the  printing  of  the  Septua- 
gint  translation  of  the  Bible,  but  the  labor  be- 
came fruitless  by  the  dissolution  of  Parliament. 
Subsequently,  later  in  life,  he  was  offered  the 
Recordership  of  London,  which  he  declined. 
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because  his  conscience  condemned  some  of  the 
points  of  law  in  capital  cases.  He  would  have 
had,  for  instance,  to  sentence  to  death  men 
guilty  of  stealing  a  horse,  or  a  sheep,  or  a  yard 
of  lace  from  a  shopkeeper's  counter,  or  a  watch 
valued  at  £2,  and  he  was  not  willing  to  be 
turned  into  a  judicial  murderer,  like  the  twelve 
judges  of  England  down  to  a  few  years  ago,  for 
the  sake  of  a  handsome  salary. 

In  1654  he  was  in  Sweden  as  Embassador, 
where,  in  a  conversation  with  the  Queen,  she 
asked,  "  How  many  wives  have  you  had  ?"  "  I 
have  had  three  wives."  "Have  you  had  chil- 
dren by  all  of  them?"  "Yes;  by  every  one 
of  them."  '■'■Pardieu!  vous  etes  incorrigihle.''^ 
"Madame,  I  have  been  a  true  servant  to  your 
sex." 

Whitelocke  was  author  of  several  religious 
discourses,  which  were  read  in  his  own  family. 
These  discourses  were  subsequently  edited  by 
William  Penn. 

William  Whittaker  (1759)  was  the  last  who 
had  the  patent  of  the  king's  "first"  sergeant. 
The  king's  sergeants  are  made  by  patent ;  oth- 
er sergeants  are  called  by  writ.  He  was  a 
man  of  much  humor  and  pleasantry,  and  main- 
tained his  customary  facetiousness  even  in  the 
House  of  Lords.  He  was  conducting  an  ex- 
amination at  the  bar  there.  An  objection  being 
made  to  some  question,  counsel  were  ordered 
to  withdraw,  and  there  was  a  deliberation  of 
two  hours.  Nothing  was  resolved  on,  and, 
when  he  was  readmitted,  he  was  requested  to 
put  the  question  again.  With  great  cleverness 
he  answered  :  "  Upon  my  word,  my  lords,  it  is 
BO  long  since  I  put  the  first  question  that  I  en- 
tirely forget  it ;  but,  with  your  leave,  I'll  now 
put  another." 

On  one  occasion  when  Whittaker  was  on  the 
Norfolk  circuit,  a  friend  at  one  of  the  assize 
towns  offered  him  a  bed.  The  next  morning 
the  lady  of  the  house  asked  how  he  had  slept, 
and  hoped  that  he  had  found  himself  comfort- 
able and  warm.  "Yes,  Madam,  yes,  pretty 
well,  on  the  whole.  At  first,  to  be  sure,  I  felt 
a  little  queer  for  want  of  Mrs.  Whittaker ;  but, 
recollecting  that  my  portmanteau  lay  in  the 
room,  I  threw  it  behind  my  back,  and  it  did 
every  bit  as  well." 

Sergeant  Glyn  was  at  the  zenith  of  his  fame 
at  the  same  time  as  the  famous  agitator  John 
Wilkes,  who  materially  influenced  his  political 
course.  Wilkes  in  his  latter  days  was  a  court- 
ier, and  a  frequent  attendant  .at  the  levees.  The 
King,  on  one  of  these  days,  inquired  of  Wilkes 
after  his  old  friend  Sergeant  Glyn.  "My 
friend,  Sir! "replied  Wilkes;  "he  is  no  friend 
of  mine ;  he  was  a  Wilkite,  Sir,  which  I  never 
was." 

Sergeant  Davy  was  one  of  those  happy  hu- 
morists who  are  destined  to  enliven  the  dull 
routine  of  justice  without  descending  to  buf- 
foonery. According  to  Lord  Eldon's  reminis- 
cences of  the  bar,  William  Davy,  like  a  well- 
known  chief  justice  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the 
Second,  learned  what  he  knew  in  the  King's 


Bench  Prison.  But,  "by  force  of  a  strong 
natural  understanding,  he  became  eminent  at 
Nisi  Prius,  which  such  a  man  may  be  with- 
out knowing  much  law."  He  usually  went  by 
the  name  of  "Bull  Davy,"  on  account  of  his 
manners.  (He  was  originally  a  druggist,  and 
became  bankrupt.)  Being  once  on  the  Western 
Circuit,  he  cross-examined  an  old  countrywo- 
man very  rigorously  respecting  a  circumstance 
that  had  happened  within  her  observation  some 
years  before.  "And  pray,  good  woman," said 
the  Sergeant,  "how  is  it  that  you  should  be  so 
particular  as  to  remember  that  this  affair  hap- 
pened on  a  market-day  ?"  "  Why,  Sir,"  replied 
the  woman,  "  by  a  very  remarkable  token,  that 
all  the  cry  of  the  city  went  that  Mr.  Davy,  the 
drugster,  had  that  morning  shut  up  shop  and 
run  away."  "I  think,  brother,"  said  the  judge, 
"that  you  want  no  further  proofs  of  the  wit- 
ness's memory." 

On  another  occasion  he  was  counsel  for  some 
miscreants  who  connived  at  a  robbery,  hoping, 
by  the  success  of  their  conspiracy,  to  punish  an 
enemy.  The  Sergeant's  opening  for  the  con- 
spirators was  sufiiciently  humorous:  "I  have 
the  honor  of  attending  your  lordships  as  coun- 
sel for  the  prisoners,  and  I  must  own  that  I 
could  not  have  been  prevailed  upon  to  have 
been  counsel  for  such  a  set  of  rogues  had  I  not 
been  appointed  by  your  lordships." 

Sergeant  Davy  was  the  originator  of  one  ex- 
pression that  has  been  attributed  to  many  a 
clever  lawyer  in  this  as  in  the  Old  Country. 
Lord  Mansfield  was  not  attached  to  religious 
holidays.    He  even  ordered  the.  doors  of  his 
court  to  be  thrown  open  on  Ash- Wednesday. 
The  disregard  of  Lent  was  by  no  means  pleas- 
ing to  many.    But,  emboldened  by  success,  it 
is  said  that  the  Chief  Justice  proceeded  to  sug- 
gest business  on  Good-Friday.    He  announced 
this  very  eccentric  intention  in  court  probably 
on  Thursday.    But  Sergeant  Davy  upon  this 
addressed  the  peer  on  the  instant,  and  told  him 
that  if  it  were  so  his  lordship  would  be  the  first 
judge  that  had  done  it  since  Pontius  Pilate." 
That  anecdote  is,  therefore,  at  least  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  years  old.    In  humor  Davy  was 
quite  a  match  for  the  Chief  Justice,  who  was 
by  no  means  skilled  in  the  higher  principles  of 
law.    He  one  day  broke  out  against  the  Ser- 
geant with  this  gibe :  "  If  this  be  law,  Sir,  I 
must  burn  all  my  books,  I  see."    "Your  lord- 
ship had  better  read  them  first,"  rejoined  Davy. 
He  once  had  a  very  large  brief  with  a  fee  of 
two  guineas  only  at  the  back  of  it.    His  client 
asked  him  if  he  had  read  his  brief.    He  point- 
ed with  his  finger  to  the  fee,  and  said :  "  As  far 
as  that  I  have  read,  and  for  the  life  of  me  I  can 
read  no  farther."    He  was  engaged  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  and,  a  very  strong  case  having  been 
made  out.  Judge  Gould  asked  who  was  con- 
cerned for  the  prisoner ;  upon  which  Sergeant 
Davy  said,  "My  Lord,  I  am  concerned  for 
him,  and  very  much  concerned  after  what  I  have 
heard." 

Once  when  he  was  called  to  account  for 
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taking  silver  from  a  client,  and  so  disgracing 
the  profession,  he  replied,  "I  took  silver  be- 
cause I  could  not  get  gold ;  but  I  took  every 
farthing  the  fellow  had  in  the  world,  and  I  hope 
vou  don't  call  that  disgracing  the  profession." 
This  anecdote  has  since  been  appropriated  by 
many  a  good  man,  but  it's  Davy's. 

It  once  fell  to  his  lot  to  question  a  man  close- 
ly who  offered  himself  as  bail.  "  Sir,"  said  the 
Sergeant,  "  how  do  you  make  out  that  you  are 
worth  £3000  ?"  The  gentleman  stated  the  par- 
ticulars of  his  property  up  to  £2940.  "  That's 
all  very  good,  but  you  want  £G0  more  to  be 
worth  £3000."  "For  that  sum," -replied  the 
gentleman,  by  no  means  disconcerted,  "I  have 
a  note  of  hand  of  one  Mr.  Sergeant  Davy,  and 
I  hope  he  will  have  the  honesty  soon  to  settle  it." 
The  laughter  at  this  extended  to  the  bench,  the 
Sergeant  looked  abashed,  and  Lord  Mansfield 
observed,  in  his  usual  urbane  tone,  "Well, 
brother  Davy,  I  think  we  may  accept  the  bail." 

Sergeant  Hey  wood,  though  a  fair  lawyer,  was 
best  known  to  the  people  of  the  Northern  Cir- 
cuit for  riding  a  famous  horse  called  "Plead- 
er," upon  whose  death  Jekyll  wrote  some  ele- 
giacs.   Here  is  a  quotation  : 


"Here  lies  a  Pleader  who  ne'er. urged  a  plea, 
A  Circuiteer  who  never  took  a  fee. 
From  court  to  court  to  serve  his  friends  he'd  go, 
And  though  a  mute,  a  firm  support  bestow; 
Through  thick  and  thiu  he'd  surely  keep  his  way, 
Carry  his  client  safe,  and  win  the  day." 

"Our  care  it  is  here  to  support  his  fame, 
Report  his  merits,  and  record  his  name: 
To  tell  the  world  a  Pleader  lies  below, 
Who  by  false  steps  or  tricks  ne'er  made  a  foe." 

"No  petulant  disputer,  he  would  say 
No  contradictory  word,  but  simply  'nay.'" 

"Once  on  his  legs,  a  sure  and  safe  support, 
He'd  carry  jury,  witnesses,  and  court." 

So  far  as  legal  or  intellectual  superiority  on 
the  part  of  the  sergeants  is  concerned,  all  that 
we  can  glean  of  them  fails  to  inspire  unusual 
respect.  In  most  cases  they  appear  to  have 
been  born  with  advantages  of  family  and  posi- 
tion above  those  of  the  mass  of  the  legal  pro- 
fession. They  were  in  one  particular  quite 
noteworthy — they  were  long-lived  old  fellows, 
averaging  between  75  and  90,  and  two  going 
respectively  to  92  and  95.  Our  ablest  lawyers 
seem  to  be  quite  the  peers  of  the  ablest  ser- 
geants, and,  so  far  as  pecuniary  results  arc  con- 
cerned, far  more  successful. 
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IN  a  recent  number  the  Nation,  after  describing 
a  certain  Lyceum  lecture  intended  to  "pop- 
ularize science, "  exclaims  :  "The  more  one  hears 
about  it,  the  more  one  is  moved  to  inquire  anx- 
iously how  near  its  end  is  our  American  Lecture 
system?"  The  report  it  gives  of  the  lecture 
which  occasions  its  question  is  certainly  very 
comical.  But  consider  the  foolishness  of  preach- 
ing !  How  natural  to  the  wearied  wanderer  in 
search  of  spiritual  food,  as  he  goes  from  dullness 
to  dullness,  or  from  flash  to  glitter,  to  exclaim : 
"How  near  its  end  is  stupid,  formal,  tinsel 
preaching. "  Probably  not  very  near.  We  shall 
all  avoid  dull  preachers  if  we  can — we  fleecy 
flocks  will  decline  to  be  pastured  upon  the  east 
wind ;  but  religion  and  the  church  and  preach- 
ing will  doubtless  endure  some  time  longer.  And 
lay-preaching,  as  the  lecture  system  is  not  in- 
aptly called,  will  not  be  relinquished  because  of 
the  feebler  or  foolish  brethren ;  but  will  become, 
if  it  has  not  already  become,  one  of  the  chief 
means  of  touching  the  springs  of  public  opinion 
in  this  country. 

That,  indeed,  is  its  great  power.  When  the 
worthy  President  of  the  Lyceum  steps  to  the 
front  of  the  platform  and  says,  "Ladies  and 
gentlemen,  I  have  the  pleasure  of  introducing  to 
you  Miss,  or  Mrs.,  or  the  Honorable,  or  the  Rev- 
erend, or  the  simple  Esquire,  who  will  entertain 
you  this  evening,"  he  makes  a  mistake  more 
than  half  the  time,  because,  although  entertain- 
ing, the  discourse  will  probably  be  something 
more.  The  mere  entertainers  hold  to  the  plat- 
form by  a  very  frail  tenure.  If  they  have  a  vein 
of  original  humor,  or  if  they  load  their  laugh 
with  a  purpose,  they  are,  like  r.U  humorists  and 
wits,  sure  of  their  audience.    But  the  man  who 


comes  upon  the  platform  merely  to  make  people 
laugh  for  an  hour  is  a  clown  at  an  immense  dis- 
advantage. He  should  be  in  the  circus  ring 
with  cap  and  bells.  Long  ago,  when  the  Easy 
Chair  was  about  to  speak  at  the  Lyceum  in  a 
large  and  cultivated  city,  the  seat  of  a  famous 
college,  it  was  summoned  to  the  room  of  a  vet- 
eran lecturer,  whose  crippled  condition  prevent- 
ed his  attending  the  lecture.  "  I  can't  go  to 
hear  you,  as  you  see,  Mr.  Easy  Chair,  and  I  am 
very  sorry  for  it.  But  I  have  seen  a  good  deal 
of  service  upon  the  platform,  and  I  want  to  give 
you  in  one  sentence  the  result  of  my  experience. 
If  you  wish  to  succeed  as  a  public  speaker,  make 
the  audience  laugh.  Believe  me  it  does  not  wish 
to  be  instructed,  nor  benefited,  nor  preached  to. 
It  is  composed  of  men  and  women  tired  with 
their  day's  work,  and  of  boys  and  their  sweet- 
hearts. Make  'em  laugh,  Mr.  Easy  Chair,  and 
you  will  be  all  right." 

The  Easy  Chair  departed  from  the  presence 
rather  rueful,  for  it  could  not  recall  that  the 
lecture  which  it  proposed  to  deliver  was  very  face- 
tious. But  before  it  reached  the  hall  it  reflected 
that  Demosthenes  and  Pericles  and  Cicero  and 
Chatham  and  Patrick  Henry  must  have  had 
something  else  in  mind  than  making  their  audi- 
ences laugh;  and  thereupon  asked  itself  which 
were  the  better  models  for  a  tyro  in  public  speak- 
ing, the  great  masters  of  oratory  or  the  veteran 
lecturer  ?  That  is  not  to  say  that  a  good  laugh 
is  not  delightful,  and  that  racy  humor  is  not  the 
best  of  all  spices  in  public  discourse.  Oratory 
is  a  fine  art,  and  of  the  fine  arts  a  cardinal  con- 
dition is  that  they  shall  please.  But  Lincoln's 
speech  at  Gettysburg  pleased,  although  nobody 
laughed.    To  make  jokes  for  the  sake  of  the 
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laugh  is  the  bushiess  of  INIr.  Harlequin.  In  pri- 
vate life  how  often  Mr.  Harlequin  is  most  estima- 
ble !  But  do  we  highly  respect  him  in  his  public 
character  ?  Is  his  the  career  to  which  proud  and 
tender  parents  would  wish  to  consecrate  their 
first-born  ?  It  is  not  that  he  makes  us  laugh, 
but  that  there  is  no  meaning  in  the  laughter. 
Hosea  Biglow  makes  us  laugh.  His  verses  are 
the  highest  and  purest  strain  of  humor  in  recent 
English  literature.  But  what  a  grave,  deep, 
human  purpose  under  the  fun !  They  are  the 
ringing  healthy  jests  of  the  soldier  upon  the  bat- 
tle-field ;  not  savage  and  cynical  like  the  gibes  of 
that  awful  guerrilla  fighter.  Swift. 

The  lecturer  is  an  orator,  the  orator  is  an  art- 
ist, and  the  artist  must  please  ;  and  the  lecture 
is  none  the  worse  when  it  makes  us  laugh.  But 
if  this  were  the  whole,  who  would  not  echo  the 
Nation's  eager  inquiry,  "how  near  its  end  is  our 
American  lecture  system?"  The  end  has  been 
announced  very  often.  A  dozen  years  ago  many 
of  the  newspapers  poured  volleys  of  contempt 
upon  "  the  peripatetic  gentry  who  infest  the 
country  with  superficial  essays  written  out  of 
cyclopajdias  and  other  sources  of  information, 
and  who  humbug  the  innocent  rural  populations 
[of  Albany,  say,  and  Philadelphia  and  Boston 
and  Buffalo]  into  paying  extravagant  sums  for 
an  hour's  reading  of  the  performance."  Alas! 
man's  inhumanity  to  man!  The  very  editors 
who  wrote  these  blistering  words  were  daily  offer- 
ing their  own  performances  in  their  newspapers 
to  the  same  innocent  rural  populations — were 
even  expecting  that  those  populations  would  pny 
for  reading  such  paragraphs  as  the  one  quoted ! 
Was  it  a  (question  of  humbug,  and  did  the  editor 
suppose  that  his  newspaper  was  better  worth  the 
rural  money  than  the  "superficial  essays  written 
out  of  cyclopiedias ?"  Fie,  fie! — he  predicted 
the  speedy  downfall  of  the  system.  Did  it  occur 
to  him  how  the  catastrophe  Avould  be  hastened 
if  every  one  of  the  peripatetic  gentry  should 
read  one  of  the  editor's  articles  instead  of  his 
own  superficial  essay  ? 

Then  it  was  thought  to  be  a  mere  fashion  of  see- 
ing noted  persons  because  they  could  be  seen  easi- 
ly. Every  body  reads,  and  has  a  natural  desire  to 
see  the  author  who  has  interested  him,  the  poet, 
the  essayist,  the  historian,  the  traveler  who  has 
scaled  the  Mountains  of  the  Moon,  or  who  has 
explored  Symmes's  Hole.  And  communication 
was  so  easy  in  every  direction  that  it  could  be 
readily  done.  The  damsels  who  had  wept  over 
the  dulcet  lines  of  Gifted  Hopkins,  stimulated 
their  beaux  with  their  wish  to  behold  face  to 
face  that  immortal  bard.  The  beaux — this  was 
the  theory  —  conscious  of  the  advantage  of  a 
pleasant  evening  resort,  which  should  not  have 
the  exact  constraint  of  evening  meeting  or  Fri- 
day lecture  in  the  Sunday-school  room,  readily 
conspired,  subscribed,  and  summoned  Mr.  Hop- 
kins. The  bard  came  and  read  a  lovely  lecture 
upon  "  The  Real  and  the  Ideal ;"  and  doubtless 
he  deserved  the  praise  which  the  unmeriting 
Easy  Chair  once  received  from  blooming  lips 
that  shall  be  nameless  forever :  "  Oh  !  Mr.  Easy 
Chair,  I  liked  your  lecture !  'Twas  fine !  'Twas 
flowery !" 

This  theory  might  explain  the  lectures  of  a 
season ;  but  it  would  hardly  serve  as  the  key  to 
the  lecture  system  as  we  now  see  it.  It  will  be 
observed  by  the  American  historian  of  this  epoch 


that  the  Lyceum,  as  it  is  called,  was  suddenly 
established  throughout  the  country  not  only  at 
the  same  time  with  the  great  railroad  extension 
which  made  it  practicable,  but  simultaneously 
with  the  last  and  fiercest  stage  of  the  great 
slavery  debate.  The  California  discussions,  and 
the  omnibus  bill,  and  the  compromises,  and  tlie 
old-fashioned  "Union-saving"  movements  be- 
long to  the  year  1850 ;  and  it  is  from  that  year 
also  that  the  vigor  of  the  Lyceum  dates.  It  be- 
gan, unquestionably,  with  Shakespeare  and  the 
musical  glasses ;  and  it  Avas  understood  that  if 
Mr.  Gifted  Hopkins  alluded  to  the  ideal  of  liberty, 
it  was  not  to  be  to  the  prejudice  of  our  very  pecul- 
iar institutions,  which  it  was  almost  hopeless  to 
expect  foreigners  ever  to  understand.  It  would 
be  much  safer,  of  course,  for  Mr.  Hopkins  to  re- 
member that  persons  of  all  political  views  and 
of  evei^  religious  denomination  combined  in  the 
Lyceum  enterprise,  and  the  committee  were  very 
desirous  that  perfect  harmony  should  prevail,  and 
that  they  should  not  be  justly  accused  of  promot- 
ing agitation  in  the  community. 

Accordingly  Mr.  Hopkins  gave  his  views  of  the 
origin  and  nature  of  the  melancholy  of  Hamlet, 
and  greatly  applauded  Cardinal  Wolsey's  determ- 
ination to  withdraw  from  public  life,  which  bit- 
ter experience  had  taught  him  was  all  hollowness 
and  husks.  Mr.  Awl  Borer  charmed  the  audi- 
ence with  his  picturesque  and  unquestionably 
faithful  description  of  the  farthest  accessible 
point  in  Symmes's  Hole  ;  and  the  deeper  he  went 
into  it  the  more  freely  the  committee  breathed. 
The  Reverend  Goliath  Wren,  D.D.,  drew  such  a 
picture  of  the  connubial  virtues  that  the  good  vil- 
lage pastor  pleasingly  foresaw  an  immense  addi- 
tion to  his  next  year's  income  from  matrimonial 
fees,  and  the  faces  of  the  marriageable  young  per- 
sons in  the  audience  were  carnation  to  behold. 
And  as  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wren,  and  Mr.  Borer,  and 
Mr.  Hopkins  all  took  occasion  to  say,  toward  the 
close  of  their  lectures,  that  the  proud  bird  of  their 
country,  carrying  civilization  in  its  claws,  flapped 
defiance  at  the  effete  old  despotisms  of  Europe, 
the  audience  went  home  in  a  truly  patriotic 
frame,  and  admitted  that  it  had  had  a  very 
pleasant  evening. 

It  was  pleasant,  and  who  would  deny  it  ?  No- 
body, certainly,  known  to  this  Easy  Chair,  But 
the  historian  to  whom  it  has  alluded  will  observe 
this  fact,  that  every  evening,  from  November  to 
April,  hundreds  of  thousands  of  persons  were 
gathered  in  halls,  larger  or  smaller,  from  the  Pe- 
nobscot to  the  Mississippi ;  that  these  persons 
were  the  most  intelligent  of  American  men  and 
women,  all  profoundly  interested  in  the  moral 
principles  which  were  involved  in  the  political  sit- 
uation, and  that  they  were  addressed  by  eminent 
and  powerful  speakers,  who  had  very  decided 
convictions  upon  the  paramount  interests  of  the 
time.  Moreover,  there  was  no  such  opportunity 
ever  offered  in  any  country  for  touching  the  very 
springs  of  public  opinion,  and  thereby  affecting 
the  policy  of  the  country.  There  Avas  no  other 
platform  upon  which  the  relation  of  morals  to 
politics,  and  the  philosophy  of  politics,  could  be 
so  well  discussed.  We  have  no  political  meet- 
ings in  this  country  except  just  before  elections 
and  to  carry  specific  measures,  when  the  object 
of  every  speaker  is  to  win  votes  for  his  side,  and 
when,  consequently,  abstract  and  impartial  dis- 
cussion is  not  to  be  expected.    The  consequence 
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■was  inevitable.  As  tlie  boy's  tune  wliistled  itself, 
so  the  Lyceum  gradually,  not  roughly,  but  by  gen- 
eral consent,  became  an  open  platform.  What- 
ever their  texts,  the  most  prominent  and  popular 
of  the  lay-preachers  had  some  timely  application 
of  truth  to  the  public  situation.  They  directly 
and  powerfully  informed  and  influenced  public 
opinion.  The  heroism  which  had  disappeared 
from  the  political  arena  appeared  upon  the  Ly- 
ceum platform,  and  the  sublime  beauty  of  a  great 
ideal  shone  nightly  into  tlioilsands  of  hearts  all 
over  the  land. 

JS^aturally,  it  was  not  altogether  without  resist- 
ance or  dispute  that  the  change  was  made.  It 
came  gradually  and  not  roughly,  because  the 
most  intelligent  minds  are  the  freest,  and  the 
bulk  of  the  Lyceum  audience  Avas  intelligent. 
When  Mr.  Phillips  went  to  speak  in  those  days 
at  some  quiet  country  town,  the  President  of  the 
Lyceum,  unconsciously  sensitive  to  the  change, 
said  to  him,  "Upon  what  part  of  your  subject 
will  you  touch  to-night?"  "  W^hat  part  of  my 
subject  ?"  replied  Mr.  Phillips,  in  some  surprise. 
"  You  know  I  am  to  speak  upon  the  Lost  Arts." 
"The  Lost  Arts !  the  Lost  Arts !"  exclaimed  the 
President,  with  more  contempt  than  he  would 
have  expressed  had  he  heard  that  delightful  lec- 
ture— "  What  are  they  ?"  And  thereupon  he  put 
the  question  to  the  audience  whether  they  would 
hear  about  the  lost  arts  or  about  "Mr.  Phillips's 
subject."  The  contented  audience  chose  the 
subject.  A  year  or  two  before  the  war,  also, 
when  the  same  orator  had  delivered  the  lecture 
announced  for  the  evening,  in  a  little  village  in 
the  interior  of  New  York,  the  audience  sat  as  if 
something  were  yet  to  come.  "The  lecture  is 
ended,"  said  the  President.  But  the  audience 
remained.  Then  some  one  came  to  the  pulpit — 
it  was  a  Reformed  Dutch  church,  as  it  was  then 
called — and  whispered  to  the  President.  He 
rose  and  said,  "If  the  audience  desire  to  hear 
Mr.  Phillips  upon  the  subject  of  slavery,  will 
they  please  to  remain  seated  ?"  Not  a  person 
stirred.  And  Mr.  Phillips  proceeded  for  another 
hour,  to  the  great  delight  of  his  hearers. 

It  happened  very  soon,  of  course,  that  those 
who  held  the  true  function  of  the  Lyceum  to  be 
the  discussion  of  the  melancholy  of  Hamlet,  and 
the  topography  of  Symmes's  Hole,  were  some- 
Avhat  alienated.  "  Why,  look  here,"  said  they ; 
"the  lecturers  are  all  radicals,  and  they  all 
preach  infidelity."  This  word  infidelity  is  per- 
haps one  of  the  most  useful  in  the  language.  It 
is  merely  Swift's  heterodoxy  again,  but  it  has 
done  immense  service.  The  Easy  Chair  recalls 
many  and  many  a  political  meeting  in  the  ancient 
days  near  the  City  Park,  at  which  from  amidst 
the  flaring  torches  upon  the  platform  and  be- 
tween the  thunder-bursts  of  a  big  gun,  some  be- 
liever from  Maryland,  for  instance,  addressing 
himself  to  the  great  body  of  local  believers  who 
filed  into  the  meeting  from  the  Chapel  of  Ease 
to  old  Tammany,  called  the  Pewter  IMug,  scored 
the  infidels  without  mercy,  and  inforaied  the 
faithful  that  the  great  difficulty  with  their  oppo- 
nents— the  one  thing  which  he  (the  orator),  as  a 
Christian  man,  could  not  forgive — was  that  they 
rejected  Christianity  and  the  Bible,  and  were  a 
howling  pack  of  atheists  and  infidels.  The 
cheers  that  followed  from  the  crowd  attested  the 
fervor  of  their  faith  and  the  depth  of  tlieir  mo- 
rality ;  and  it  was  impossible  not  to  rejoice  that 
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undefiled  religion  was  held  so  precious  in  a  po- 
litical meeting. 

This  same  watchful  spirit  for  the  true  faith 
condemned  the  infidel  tendencies  of  the  lecture 
Lyceum.  Its  more  reasonable  expression  was 
this:  "Politics  are  certainly  bitter  enough  al- 
ready, and  we  have  enough  of  them.  Can't  we 
agree  to  keep  one  spot  free,  one  platform  upon 
which  we  will  have  none  but  aesthetic  and  literaiy 
differences  ?  You  gentlemen  of  the  committees 
apparently  select  those  speakers  who  are  sure  to 
say  something  that  many  of  the  audience  do  not 
wish  to  hear.  Yet  they  have  no  opportunity  to 
reply,  and  they  would  not  care  to  use  it  if  they 
had,  because  they  do  not  think  it  is  the  proper 
sphere  of  the  Lyceum.  Why  not  ask  the  speak- 
ers not  to  touch  upon  agitating  subjects  ?  You 
announce  a  course  of  lectures  upon  miscellane- 
ous topics.  We  take  tickets,  paying  in  advance, 
and  presently  comes  one  speaker  and  then  an- 
other who  denounce  our  cherished  convictions. 
Isn't  it  a  fraud  ?  Don't  you  obtain  our  money 
under  felse  pretenses  ?" 

The  committees  were  perplexed.  They  were 
not  responsible  for  the  change  that  had  come  over 
the  Lyceum.  They  merely  invited  the  speakers 
who  had  been  proved  by  experience  to  be  attract- 
ive, and  therefore  profitable.  Meanwhile  the 
public  situation  grew  graver  every  day.  Some 
of  the  more  prominent  lecturers  began  to  behave 
singularly.  Before  the  war  the  most  noted  and 
fashionable  public  room  in  Philadelphia  was  the 
Musical  Fund  Hall.  The  chief  lecturers  had  all 
spoken  there.  But  one  day  they  ascertained  that 
a  by-law  of  the  management  of  the  hall  forbade 
the  entrance  of  colored  persons.  If  the  owners 
of  a  hall  chose  to  exclude  any  particular  class  of 
people  it  was  their  unquestionable  right.  No- 
body denied  it ;  but  many  of  the  chief  lecturer 
said  :  "  We  prefer  not  to  speak  in  that  hall  while 
that  regulation  continues;"  and  from  the  day 
they  said  so  no  great  and  successful  course  of 
lectures  has  been  given  in  that  hall. 

It  must  not  be  supposed  that  any  of  the  Ly- 
ceum lecturers  delivered  political  speeches,  in  the 
ordinary  sense  of  those  words.  But  they  illus- 
trated certain  cardinal  principles  by  allusions  or 
historical  citations,  the  whole  tendency  of  which 
Avas  what  the  believer  from  Maryland  would 
have  called  "  obviously  infidel. "  They  were  dis- 
courses that  confirmed  opinion,  that  extended 
knowledge,  that  kindled  enthusiasm,  that  welded 
public  sentiment ;  and  it  was  evident  to  the  dull- 
est that  the  Lyceum  had  become  not  an  "  enter- 
tainment," like  the  Ethiopian  minstrels  or  the 
circus,  but  a  positive  power.  The  committees, 
invoked  by  the  dissatisfied  part  of  their  audience 
to  do  something,  did  try  to  do  something.  They 
invited  Gifted  Hopkins,  and  Awl  Borer,  and  Bo- 
anerges Tit,  and  nobody  else.  The  result  was  a 
thin  audience,  among  which  most  of  the  protest- 
ants  Avere  not  to  be  found,  and  the  course  was 
spiritless  and  unsatisfactory,  and  the  newspapers 
gibed  that  "the  business  of  popular  lectures  is 
played  out."  The  Easy  Chair  remembers  a  con- 
sultation with  a  chairman  Avho  sympathized  Avith 
the  protestants : 

"You  fellows,"  said  he,  "  come,  and  haA'e  ev- 
ery thing  your  OAvn  Avay ;  Avhile  we,  Avho  have 
just  as  good  a  side  as  you,  have  never  a  hearing. 
What  can  Ave  do  ?    What  can  I  do  ?" 

"Begin  by  making  up  your  mind  that  the  Ly- 
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ceum  will  become  freer  and  freer  every  year; 
that  the  morals  of  politics  and  the  philosophy  of 
party  principle  will  be  more  and  more  discussed, 
and  that  the  fellows  of  whom  you  speak  are  very 
*  much  in  earnest.  It  is  becoming  the  only  truly 
independent  arena  in  the  country.  Now  then, 
write  to  Mr.  Richard  O'Gorman,  who  is  by  far 
the  finest  of  the  orators  of  your  friends  in  the 
country ;  tell  him  the  situation,  and  ask  him  to 
come  and  defend  what  you  believe  to  be  the 
right;  and,  unless  he  has  sadly  changed,  you 
will  at  least  not  be  ashamed  of  your  advocate. 
Write  to  James  T.  Brady,  a  most  magnetic  and 
delightful  speaker ;  ask  him  if  he  does  not  see 
the  necessity,  from  your  point  of  view,  of  with- 
standing the  influence  that  is  affecting  the  very 
roots  of  public  opinion." 

"I  have  written  to  them  already,"  said  the 
young  man,  despondingly,  "and  they  can  not 
come ;  and  if  they  could  they  would  not  be  will- 
ing to  defend  the  right,  as  you  call  it,  because 
they  disapprove  of  political  lectures," 

Certainly  nobody  was  to  blame  if,  after  it  was 
well  understood  that  certain  speakers  would  use 
their  own  discretion  as  to  topics  and  treatment, 
the  audiences  were  large  and  the  Lyceums  pros- 
perous. It  was  fair  to  presume  that  they  heard 
what  they  wished  to  hear.  The  only  practicable 
remedy,  since  the  Lyceum,  despite  its  decadence 
and  the  peripatetic  character  of  its  speakers, 
seemed  to  be  established,  and  was  indeed  over- 
running the  whole  Northern  country — the  only 
practicable  remedy  was  to  decline  to  ask  certain 
speakers.  The  most  notable  experiment  of  this 
kind  was  tried  in  Albany.  The  Young 
Association  in  that  city  is  a  large  and  vigorous 
body,  and  political  opinion  Avas  very  positive 
among  them.  An  annual  election  was  under- 
stood to  turn  upon  the  substantial  point  whether 
a  certain  style  of  lecture  should  be  tolerated. 
The  protestants  carried  the  day,  and  the  new 
lecture  committee  instantly  invited  what  were 
called  "literary"  lectures.  But  the  defeated 
party  instantly  organized  an  association  for  inde- 
pendent lectures.  They  asked  especially  the 
speakers  who  had  been  proscribed.  They  sold 
tickets  enough  to  overflow  the  hall,  while  the 
regular  committee  were  obliged  actually  to  give 
away  the  tickets  to  the  "literar}^"  course,  which 
was  a  melancholy  failure.  The  Association  has 
wisely  refrained  from  repeating  the  experiment. 

The  explanation  is  obvious.  It  is  not  that  the 
supporters  of  the  Lyceum  required  that  Hamlet's 
melancholy  and  Symmes's  Hole  should  be  ta- 
booed, but  only  that  our  own  immediate  ques- 
tions should  not  be  tabooed.  They  demanded 
the  perfect  freedom  of  the  Lyceum  platform. 
Whenever  the  restriction  is  attempted  now  it  is 
followed  by  the  same  result,  because  when  at- 
tempted it  is  by  those  who  do  not  represent  the 
spirit  of  those  who  really  support  the  Lyceum. 
The  protestants  against  its  "infidelity"  were  not 
those  upon  whom  it  depended  or  depends.  Those 
who  complained  that  Mr.  Beecher  and  Mr.  Phil- 
lips were  invited  would  not  have  subscribed  to 
hear  Mr.  O'Gorman  or  Mr.  Brady.  The  power 
and  influence  of  the  popular  lecture  system  upon 
public  opinion  during  the  troubles  were  immeas- 
urable. To-day  apparently  the  simplest,  the  Ly- 
ceum is  really  a  most  complex  institution.  It 
still  summons  to  its  platform  the  latest  Gifted 
Hopkins  of  the  hour.    It  does  not  disdain  the 


jester  nor  spare  the  philosopher.  If  the  charla- 
tan were  its  representative,  or  the  shallowest  of 
its  speakers  the  most  popular,  we  might  all  again 
well  ask  with  the  Nation,  when  will  it  end  ?  Its 
root  is  in  the  real  charm  of  oratory,  and  in  the 
feeling  that  it  is  an  arena  in  which  important  in- 
dividual opinion  may  be  fearlessly  spoken.  It  en- 
tertains, it  amuses,  it  instructs,  it  inspires,  and  it 
has  its  inexplicable  fluctuations.  This  year  the 
hall  is  full  with  a  delighted  audience ;  next  year 
with  the  same  speakers  the  hall  is  deserted. 

But  the  end  is  not  yet.  The  Lyceum  was  nev- 
er more  flourishing  upon  the  whole  than  during 
the  last  winter.  It  extends  its  domain.  Cali- 
fornia can  not  long  be  considered  an  outlying 
State.  Omaha  has  solicited  the  orators  to  come, 
and  an  undeniably  peripatetic  course  was  project- 
ed, beginning  at  jvashville  and  proceeding  by  At- 
lanta, and  round  by  the  other  chief  Southern 
points  to  Richmond  and  Baltimore.  Meanwhile 
the  organization  is  perfected  by  the  establish- 
ment of  bureaus  to  conduct  correspondence  and 
to  make  all  arrangements,  such  as  the  American 
Literary  Bureau  in  New  York,  of  which  Mr. 
Medbery  is  Secretary,  and  the  Boston  Lyceum 
Bureau  of  Mr.  Redpath  and  Mr.  Fall.  There  is 
also,  or  was,  a  Western  Lecture  Association,  by 
correspondence  with  which  the  Eastern  Bureaus 
could  arrange  prolonged  tours  for  our  peripatetic 
friends,  with  their  carpet-bags  holding  those  su- 
perficial essays  copied  out  of  the  cycloj)a;dias 
for  which  the  benevolent  West  seems  to  cherish 
a  foolish  fondness. 

Why  should  "the  system"  end  ?  There  will 
always  be  conspicuous  men  in  the  country,  whom 
the  people  every  where  would  hear  gladly,  and 
whom  they  can  hear  in  no  way  so  conveniently 
as  in  the  Lyceum.  Here  is  a  scholar  and  think- 
er whose  name  is  honored  and  prized — what  has 
he  to  say  upon  the  conduct  of  life  ?  Here  is  a 
famous  poet,  a  master  in  our  literature — what  is 
his  view  of  Dante  and  Chaucer,  of  Pope  and 
Wordsworth  ?  Here  is  a  great-hearted  preacher, 
and  here  a  silver-tongued  reformer ;  here  a  mag- 
netic and  persuasive  woman,  and  here  a  humane 
and  kindly  humorist — will  tliey  come  and  speak 
to  us,  saying  what  they  will?  With  these  will 
come,  perhaps,  the  tedious  triflers,  and  airy  char- 
latans, and  flashing  empirics  ;  but  do  these  bab- 
blers bring  to  an  end  other  institutions  in  which 
they  swarm  ? 


The  other  day  the  Easy  Chair  received  a  let- 
ter containing  a  long  list  of  famous  persons  in 
England,  France,  and  America,  with  the  remark 
that  it  probably  knew  the  post-office  address  of 
each,  and  would  it  write  it  against  the  name  and 
return  it  to  the  obedient  servant,  who  was  collect- 
ing autographs  of  the  most  distinguished  living 
personages?  P.S. — Any  autographs  of  that 
kind  which  the  Easy  Chair  might  be  willing  to 
present  to  a  seeker  would  be  gratefully  received, 
and  its  reply  to  the  present  letter  would  be  re- 
garded as  its  own  individual  addition  to  the  col- 
lection of  distinguished  autographs.  How  many 
distinguished  personages  usually  gratify  the  re- 
quest of  the  youthful  hunter  ?  One  poet  known 
to  the  Easy  Chair  replies  very  seldom,  and  then 
in  such  a  strain  that,  although  an  unquestionable 
autograph,  it  can  not  possibly  be  exhibited.  A 
certain  philosopher  keeps  himself  supplied  with 
postage-stamps  by  confiscating  those  that  come 
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in  these  requests.  Another  distinguished  per- 
sonage blazes  into  wrath  at  the  unspeakable  im- 
pudence of  these  beggars,  and  seizes  his  pen, 
which  you  might  well  expect  will  tear  the  paper, 
and  lo  !  you  read : 

"My  dear  young  friend,— I  do  what  you  ask  with 
great  pleasure,  and  I  am  very  truly  yours." 

If  you  look  amazed,  he  says  :  "Yes,  I  know. 
But  here  is  some  little  fellow — little  fool  of  a  fel- 
low, if  you  will — who  loves  to  read  my  verses, 
who  reads  them  aloud,  perhaps,  to  another  fool- 
ish fellow  of  the  other  sex,  and  I  have  become 
their  friend,  and  it  is  a  veiy  hearty  wish  of  his 
to  have  my  autograph,  and  it  costs  me  a  minute. 
If  every  minute  of  my  life  could  give  so  much 
pleasure  to  another,  ah !  my  good  Easy  Chair, 
shouldn't  I  be  glad?"  If  you  say  to  him  that 
he  is  doubtlessly  mistaken,  that  the  little  fellow 
has  probably  a  long  list  of  every  body  he  has 
ever  heard  of,  and  that  his  request  is  a  mere 
mechanical  business,  which  ends  in  checking  off 
one  name  from  the  list  and  forgetting  it,  this 
famous  man  says  :  "  Yes,  I  know.  But  you  see 
the  other  case  is  possible,  and  I'd  rather  take 
my  chance  of  not  paining  my  little  fellow." 

Autograph  hunting  is  a  mania  which  rages 
with  the  intensity  that  marks  the  American  type 
of  all  similar  contagious  affections.  Its  favorite 
seats  are  schools  for  young  gentlemen  and  la- 
dies ;  and  very  severe  sporadic  cases  are  remark- 
ed by  actors  and  lecturers  as  they  move  through 
the  country.  It  does  not  often  reach  the  ma- 
lignant form  to  which  the  Easy  Chair  has  al- 
luded in  the  case  of  the  patient  who  sent  a  list  of 
famous  people  with  the  modest  request  to  supply 
the  names  of  their  post-offices.  This  is  an  oc- 
casional form  only ;  but  its  varieties  are  remark- 
able and  interesting.  The  post,  for  instance, 
brings  the  Easy  Chair  an  immense  package.  It 
tears  the  envelope  and  out  falls  a  shower — a 
storm — of  letters,  carefully  addressed  to  various 
persons,  but  without  a  post-office  mentioned,  as  : 
Victor  Hugo,  Esq.,  Mrs.  George  Sand,  George 
Eliot,  Esq.,  Mr.  Gladstone,  Alfred  Tennyson, 
Esq.,  Martin  Farquhar  Tupper,  Mrs.  Ristori, 
Miss  Annie  Thomas,  Wilkie  Collins,  Esq.,  and 
the  Hon,  Charles  Dickens.  As  before,  the  Easy 
Chair  is  requested  merely  to  put  upon  each  let- 
ter the  proper  address,  and  forward  them  by  the 
next  foreign  mail ;  and  as  it  is  difficult  in  the 
country  to  ascertain  the  rates  of  foreign  postage, 
and  what  letters  must  be  prepaid,  will  the  Easy 
Chair,  whose  foreign  correspondence  must  of 
course  be  large,  attend  to  those  little  details,  and 
forward  the  account  of  the  amounts  paid,  which 
will  be  reimbursed  by  the  next  mail  ? 

The  lightest  attack  is  the  inclosure  of  cards, 
with  stamped  envelopes  for  the  return,  and  the 
request  to  write  the  name  merely,  that  it  may  be 
placed  "  among  the  signatures  of  the  most  cele- 
brated people  in  living  history. "  Gemini !  who 
could  resist?  Who  would  not  be  admitted  to 
that  circle  on  such  easy  terms  ?  The  request  is 
granted  ;  the  name  written  and  dispatched ;  and 
the  writer  steps  out  to  take  the  air  and  his  lunch. 
How  little  the  boor  in  the  street,  or  the  gilded 
butterfly  of  fashion,  or  the  noisy  and  flashing 
gold  gambler,  or  even  the  steady  old  bank  direct- 
or who  jostles  the  writer  upon  the  sidewalk  knows 
that  he  has  collided  with  one  of  the  most  cele- 
brated people  in  living  history !  That  personage 
freely  forgives  them,  insects  of  a  day !  and 


proceeds,  meditating  upon  Homer  and  Shakes- 
peare and  Milton  and  his  own  immortality.  Can 
any  just  mind  imagine  him  affecting  anger  with 
the  sender  of  the  little  note  and  cards,  which  have 
revealed  to  him  his  real  place  in  history — to  which 
indeed  he  may  sometimes  have  thought  those  in- 
sects rather  blind?  The  insects  still  seem  un- 
conscious ;  but  he  goes  steadily  on  to  lunch,  bid- 
ing his  time  and  loftily  appealing  to  posterity. 
At  the  lunch-room  whom  should  he  meet  but 
young  Sparrow,  who  wrote  those  pretty  verses  in 
the  Behemoth  last  month ;  pretty,  certainly,  but 
a  mere  froth  of  sentiment — a  sweet  slop  and  jin- 
gle, if  the  truth  were  told.  But  condescension 
is  becoming  to  greatness,  and  one  of  the  Olym- 
pians may  very  gracefully  unbend  to  a  little  cup- 
bearer. 

' '  Those  were  pretty  verses  of  yours.  Sparrow, 
very  pretty,"  says  Jupiter,  lifting  his  tankard  of 
lager-bier  as  if  it  were  a  thunder-bolt. 

"  Yes  ?  thank  you,"  replies  Ganymede,  flush- 
ing, as  he  pulls  a  letter  from  his  pocket.  "I 
am  surprised  they  have  been  so  much  liked. 
Here,  for  instance,  is  a  letter  which  I  have  just 
received. " 

The  celebrated  Jupiter  sees  with  horror  a  writ- 
ing which  he  recognizes,  and  before  he  can  speak, 
Ganymede  continues  with  an  affectedly  modest 
little  laugh  : 

"  It  is  certainly  very  pleasant  to  get  such  tes- 
timonies. Here  is  a  boy,  I  suppose,  judging 
from  the  hand,  and  he  asks  me  to  write  my  name 
upon  the  card  which  he  incloses,  that  it  may  be 
placed  among  the  signatures  of  the  most  cele- 
brated people  in  living  history.  I  call  that  very 
gratifying." 

Will  any  one  rashly  say  that  the  writer  of  that 
innocent  note  has  not  done  a  signal  moral  service  ? 
Jurpiter  has  not  much  appetite  for  the  rest  of  his 
lunch,  and  bides  his  time  rather  more  diffident- 
ly as  he  goes  back  to  his  home. 

A  very  serious  form  of  the  malady  is  the  de- 
mand for  "  an  appropriate  moral  or  patriotic  sen- 
timent with  your  signature."  Appropriate  to 
what  ?  Virtuous  sentiments  are  always  appro- 
priate ;  so  are  great  abstract  truths,  historical 
statements,  and  other.  The  realm  opened  to 
the  mind  by  the  request  is  so  vast  that  it  is  con- 
fusing. There  suddenly  don't  seem  to  be  any 
fine  sentiments  or  great  truths  worthy  to  be  writ- 
ten. But  who  would  chill  the  expecting  heart 
of  youth  ?    Very  well,  then,  here  goes  : 

"Jupiter  Jones  presents  his  compliments  to  Master 
Joseph  Sykes ;  and  Rome  was  not  built  in  a  day." 

Would  any  one  of  the  very  remotest  branch  of 
the  family  of  Jones  be  willing  to  have  that  per- 
formance perpetuated  in  an  album  ? 

"My  dear  Master  Sykes, — Never  forget  that  anger 
is  a  short  madness.   Yours  truly,  Jupiter  Joues." 

What  does  Jones  inwardly  suppose  the  boy  at 
Whipster  Academy  would  say  to  that?  Once 
more : 

"For  Master  Joseph  Sykes.  Our  glorious  country 
— may  she  go  from  gloi-y  to  glory,  and  from  strength 
to  strength,  with  the  best  wishes  of  Jupiter  Jones." 

A  good  many  of  the  Joneses  and  other  most 
celebrated  characters  in  living  history  keep  a  few 
couplets  in  stock,  so  to  say,  and  produce  them 
upon  occasion.  They  are  generally,  however, 
wisely  taken  from  the  poets,  and  Pope  is  the 
more  common  source.  Indeed,  what  Jupiter 
Jones  does  not  blush  to  recall  his  original  senti- 
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ments  in  autograph  albums  ?  When  you  are  at- 
tacked by  the  demand  for  a  sentiment,  the  better 
way  is  to  write  immediately  : 

"'On  life's  vast  ocean  diversely  we  sail, 
Reason  the  card,  but  passion  is  the  gale.' 

"Jupiter  Jones." 

Or: 

"  'Know  then  this  tnith  (enough  for  man  to  know) : 
Virtue  alone  is  happiness  below.' 

"Yours  truly,  J.  Jones." 

Or  again,  in  the  patriotic  vein  : 

"'Cromwell,  I  charge  thee  fling  away  ambition.' 

"Always  yours,  Jupitek  Johes." 

Perhaps  it  is  as  well  to  dispense  with  the  senti- 
ment; but  each  patient  must  be  the  judge. 

What  would  not  an  enlightened  curiosity  give 
for  a  glimpse  into  that  gallery  of  the  most  cele- 
brated people  in  living  history?  Imagination 
does  not  dare  to  record  what  would  probably 
be  found  there.  Perhaps  even  Nimbus,  whose 
manuscripts  are  the  terror  of  editors,  has  there  a 
soft  limbo,  and  lies  friendly  and  equal  with  that 
kind  god  who  can  not  disappoint  the  hopeful 
young  fellows,  and  for  whose  signature  they  all 
implore.  Let  us  believe  it,  and  see  in  that  fact 
how  the  cold  wind  is  tempered  to  the  shornest 
of  lambs,  and  admire  the  beautiful  economy  of 
nature  by  which  the  name  which  is  rubbish  to 
the  editor  becomes  a  precious  jewel  to  the  auto- 
graph hunter. 

Even  the  best  preachers,  it  is  said,  turn  the 
barrel  once  in  a  while.  They  find  a  certain  ser- 
mon has  almost  a  regularly  recurring  fitness,  and 
administer  it  as  the  old-fashioned  mothers  gave 
the  spring  spoonful  of  sulphur  and  molasses  for 
inward  purification.  If  the  preacher  could  only 
take  it  for  granted  that  every  time  he  attacked  a 
Rin  in  his  flock  he  dislodged  it,  then,  indeed,  he 
would  have  no  excuse  for  thrice  slaying  the  slain  ; 
and  every  sermon  might  properly  be  the  bringing 
of  a  new  Daniel  to  judgment.  But  what  preach- 
er can  take  it  for  granted?  Which  of  them  is 
not  aware  that  every  Sunday,  year  after  year,  he 
plants  his  battery  opposite  the  same  old  intrench- 
ments,  and  opens  lire  upon  an  enemy  who  is  as 
tireless  as  he  ? 

Now  the  Easy  Chair  has  constantly  endeav- 
ored to  make  the  great  multitude  of  contribu- 
tors to  a  magazine  understand  the  necessities  of 
the  case.  A  writer  is  very  much  troubled  if  his 
manuscript  is  not  read  at  once,  and  especially 
troubled  if  the  reply  is  not  favorable.  Then  he 
is  angry  because  it  does  not  point  out  the  reason 
that  the  article  is  unacceptable,  and  because  the 
editor  will  not  "  help  him"  by  criticising  the 
sentiment  or  the  style.  Then,  of  course,  he 
would  like  to  know  why  his  ode  on  Summer  is 
not  quite  as  good  as  somebody's  ode  on  Spring, 
which  was  published  in  the  preceding  number. 
And,  especially,  why  will  not  somebody  explain 
to  him  his  extraordinary  luck — which,  with  a 
suspiciously  sarcastic  turn,  he  calls  ''''very  ex- 
traordinary." His  luck  is  that  nothing  he  ever 
writes  is,  accepted.  He  has  not  been  generally 
thought  a  fool,  but  it  appears  that  he  can  not 
write  any  thing  that  is  worth  reading.  Of  course 
that  is  all  nonsense,  and  there  is  some  personal 
hostility  at  bottom.  There  is  a  conspiracy  to 
keep  him  out.  There  is  the  editor  of  the  Tide 
Waters  of  Baffirts  Bay^  who  has  had  half  a  dozen 
articles  of  the  indignant  writer's  on  hand  for  two 


years — why  doesn't  he  publish  them  ?  The  Semi- 
Monthly  Cherubim  has  had  a  score  of  his  poems 
for  an  incredible  period,  and  they  never  appear. 
It  is  painful  to  think  of  the  malevolence  of  liter- 
ary men.  He  is  almost  tempted  to  forswear 
writing  altogether ! 

Almost  tempted !  Why  is  he  not  long  and 
long  ago  persuaded  that  he  ought  to  abandon  it  ? 
AVhat  argument  could  induce  him  not  to  besiege 
the  magazines  if  constant  and  courteous  refusal 
to  admit  him  does  not  ?  Every  time  he  offers  the 
same  polite  circular  comes  back,  "Very  much 
obliged,  but  not  available."  Not  available!  No ; 
probably  Milton's  "Paradise  Lost"  Avould  not  be 
available  for  the  Tri-Weelcly  Triturator,  he  ex- 
claims, with  a  loathing  scorn  upon  the  last  words 
of  his  remark  which  is  quite  indescribable.  If 
they'd  only  say  it  was  rubbish — ungrammatical, 
immoral,  pointless — but  "unavailable!"  Gra- 
cious Powers!  what  authors  have  to  endure! 
And  he  puts  it  in  another  envelope  and  tries  the 
Semi-Monthly  Cherubim. 

The  truth  is,  that  it  is  not  ungi-ammatical,  nor 
immoral,  nor  pointless.  It  may  be  grander  than 
Wordsworth's  "  Excursion,"  and  destined  to  the 
immortality  of  the  Iliad  ;  but  it  is  not  available 
for  the  Triturntor,  and  of  that  the  editor  is  nec- 
essarily the  judge.  And  he  says  so  with  the 
sincerest  wish  that  eveiy  thing  Avhich  came  to 
him. were  exactly  the  thing  for  which  he  is 
hoping.  The  folly  of  Scriptor  about  personal 
feeling  is  puerile.  Why  should  the  editor,  who 
never  saw  him,  and  who  knows  what  he  wants 
for  his  magazine,  pull  his  own  nose  by  uniformly 
rejecting  Scriptor  s  performances  if  they  are  suita- 
ble? The  chief  annoyance  of  an  editor  is  not 
the  reading  of  manuscripts,  it  is  the  endless  sus- 
picion of  authors.  He  does  not  require  to  be 
argued,  nor  bullied,  nor  flattered  into  liking  an 
article.  He  knows  it  by  the  touch,  the  taste, 
the  sight.  He  is  always  on  the  alert  for  a  good 
paper.  AVhen  it  comes  there  is  high  holiday. 
The  Easy  Chair  has  known  an  enthusiastic  edi- 
tor to  improvise  a  feast  because  a  really  fine  arti- 
cle had  appeared,  and  the  health  of  the  author 
was  rapturously  drunk  in  what  that  worthy  Apos- 
tle of  Temperance,  Mr.  Greeley,  calls  Cham- 
pagne, Ileidsieck,  and  other  wines.  (This  the 
veteran  editor  did  in  an  editorial  some  years  ago ; 
and  when  his  error  was  exposed  to  him  in  the 
smiling  presence  of  his  assistants,  he  was  silent 
for  a  moment,  then  looked  slowly  around  the 
group  with  twinkling  eyes,  and  remarked,  quiet- 
ly, "  Well,  probably  I'm  the  only  man  in  this 
office  that  could  have  made  that  mistake. ") 

Scriptor  thinks  it  very  hard  that  the  editor 
will  not  point  out  the  defects  of  his  article,  that 
he  may  do  better  next  time.  But  that  is  to  ex- 
pect him  to  be  Professor  of  English  Composition 
for  about  forty  millions  of  people — a  chair  which 
he  would  doubtless  very  gratefully  accept,  but 
that  he  has  already  made  inflexible  engagements 
as  editor  which  render  it  impossible.  Your  arti- 
cle is  returned,  good  Scriptor,  merely  because  it 
is  unavailable.  It  may  be  much  better  than  all 
that  has  ever  appeared  in  the  magazine,  it  may 
be  the  great  work  of  the  century,  but  it  does  not 
seem  to  the  editor  suitable,  and  he  says  so.  Nor 
does  he  cherish  any  deep-seated  malevolence  to- 
ward you.  And  if  other  editors  agree  with  his 
judgment  of  your  articles,  what  ought  you,  as 
an  honest  man,  to  think  ? 
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NOVELS. 

WE  are  so  weary  of  depending  on  England, 
France,  and  Germany  for  fiction,  and  so 
hungry  for  some  genuine  American  romance, 
that  we  are  not  inclined  to  read  very  critically 
the  three  characteristic  American  novels  which 
lie  on  our  table,  and  which,  owing  perhaps  to 
our  national  prejudice  rather  than  to  their  own 
superior  excellence,  we  take  up  first.  The  anon- 
ymous author  of  "My  Daughter  Elinor,"  which 
last  year  we  commended  so  cordially,  follows  his 
first  work  Avith  a  second — Miss  Van  Kortland 
(Harper  and  Brothers).  On  the  whole,  we  see 
no  signs  of  deterioration,  and  some  of  improve- 
ment. Comparing  this  new  novel  with  its  pred- 
ecessor, we  find  it  shorter,  more  compact,  in 
movement  more  vigorous,  in  incident  and  group- 
ing more  original  and  effective,  in  composition 
more  dramatic.  Margaret's  midnight  ride  to 
the  mill,  the  strike  and  riot,  the  excursion  to 
Tamarack  Lake  and  its  results,  and  the  falling 
in  of  the  mine,  are  all  well  conceived  and  effect- 
ively told.  "My  Daughter  Elinor"  dragged  a 
little;  "Miss  Van  Kortland"  does  not.  The 
same  pure  spirit  and  the  same  Christian  but 
unconventional  tone  pervades  it.  There  is  no 
female  character  to  equal  Elinor;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  Prescott  is  a  much  finer  conception 
than  Clive.  The  book  is  in  its  structure,  its  in- 
cident, its  moral  purpose,  and  its  characteriza- 
tion, genuinely,  heartily,  and  freshly  American. 
It  is  drawn  from  our  life,  not  copied  from  for- 
eign sources.  The  most  serious  fault  lies  in  the 
introduction  of  three  or  four  absurdly  unnatural 
characters,  which  are  unnecessary  to  set  off^  the 
story,  and  which  only  act  as  blemishes  upon  it — 
a  fault  which  was  venial  in  the  first  book,  but 
has  grown  in  its  proportions  to  a  serious  offense 
in  the  second. — Hedged  In  (Fields,  Osgood,  and 
Co.  )  possesses  some  of  the  same  characteristics 
which  gave  to  Miss  Phelps's  first  novel — for 
"Gates  Ajar"  Avas  more  a  romance  than  a  phi- 
losophy— its  peculiar  power,  yet  falls,  on  the 
whole,  far  short  of  it.  It  is  not,  like  that,  evolved 
out  of  the  authoress's  own  experience,  and  lacks 
the  interest  with  which  genuine  autobiography 
always  invests  the  seeming  novel.  In  "Hedged 
In"  Miss  Phelps  has  been  compelled  to  depict 
experiences  which  by  sympathetic  imagination 
she  must  first  make  her  own.  It  is  the  poet's 
privilege  to  be  what  he  describes.  This  pow- 
er, which  constitutes  the  secret  of  all  true  dra- 
matic writing.  Miss  Phelps  but  partially  pos- 
sesses. There  is  no  indication  that  she  has  ever 
seen  Thicket  Street — ^or  more  than  barely  seen 
it — nor  much  that  she  has  had  any  personal  ac- 
quaintance with  Nixy.  In  style  her  story  is 
uncomfortably  fragmentary,  sententious,  almost 
jerky ;  in  treatment  there  is  more  effort  to  be 
new  and  fresh  than  to  be  true  to  life  and  nature. 
And  when  finally  the  curtain  fiiUs,  in  the  midst 
of  blue  fire  and  rolling  thunder,  on  Nixy,  now 
transformed  to  Eunice  Trent,  kneeling  in  her 
white  dress  at  the  foot  of  the  great  wooden  cross, 
and  clasping  it  in  death,  we  can  not  but  think 
that  the  authoress  has  quite  crossed  the  verge 
which  separates  the  drama  from  the  melodrama, 
and  has  done  herself  and  her  theme  a  palpable 
injustice  by  borrowing  from  the  stage  so  theat- 


rical a  device. — Askaros  Kassis  (J.  B.  Lippin- 
cott  and  Co.)  is  an  American  novel  only  in  that 
it  is  written  by  an  American.  The  author,  Ed- 
win DE  Leon,  was,  for  two  Presidential  terms 
we  believe.  United  States  Consul  in  Egypt.  The 
scene  is  laid  in  this  land  of  romance,  and  his 
book  is  scarcely  less  a  study  of  Egyptian  life 
than  a  novel ;  rather  a  picture  of  that  life  under 
guise  of  a  novel.  The  field  is  new.  In  it  Mr. 
De  Leon  is  absolutely  without  a  rival.  He  could 
hardly  fail,  with  the  material  it  affords  him,  to 
write  a  thoroughly  fresh  book :  and  certainly  the 
oldest  novel  reader,  to  whom  all  the  ordinary 
incidents  of  the  conventional  romance  are  more 
than  "twice  told  tales,"  can  not  complain  of 
"Askaros  Kassis"  that  there  is  nothing  new  in 
it.  The  hero  is  an  English-educated  Egyptian  ; 
the  heroine  an  American  girl  traveling  in  the 
Orient.  The  serpent  and  the  serpent-charmer, 
the  Oriental  dinner,  the  Viceroy  at  court,  and 
the  Viceroy  at  home,  the  hippopotamus,  the  wild 
dogs  of  Cairo,  the  Khamseen  wind  of  the  des- 
ert, the  harem  with  its  splendid  discomfort,  the 
dance  with  its  sensual  but  ungraceful  motions, 
and  the  abductions  and  assassinations,  such  as 
to  the  American  reader  seem  wildly  improbable, 
but  in  Egyptian  life  are  only  too  true  to  nature, 
all  are  called  in  to  aid  in  the  portraiture  of 
I^gyptian  life  and  the  creation  of  dramatic  inci- 
dents. Never  having  lived  in  Egypt,  we  can  not 
vouch  for  the  truthfulness  of  Mr.  De  Leon's  pic- 
ture ;  but  we  judge  that  the  reader,  with  very 
small  allowance  for  the  privilege  of  the  romancer, 
will  get  a  better  conception  of  Egyptian  life  from 
"  Askaros  Kassis  the  Copt"  than  from  any  of  the 
innumerable  books  of  travels  for  which  a  six 
weeks'  sojourn  is  generally  considered  adequate 
preparation. 

Madame  George  Sand,  whose  works  Roberts 
Brothers  are  about  introducing  to  the  American 
public  in  tasteful  typography,  and,  if  we  may 
judge  from  the  first  volume,  in  admirable  trans- 
lation, has  lived  a  romance  as  well  as  written 
many.  By  crooked  paths,  such  as  great  families 
rarely  traverse  outside  of  France,  she  traces  her 
lineage  back  through  misalliances  of  nobles  and 
shop-girls  to  Marshal  Saxe  and  the  famous  Au- 
rora de  Konigsmark.  A  wife  at  eighteen,  a  mo- 
ther at  nineteen,  separated  from  her  husband  at 
twenty-seven,  she  began  her  literary  life  in  the 
true  style  of  the  distinguished  author  of  the  nov- 
el and  the  melodrama,  in  a  Paris  attic,  dressing 
in  male  attire,  partly  for  economy's  sake,  partly 
for  freedom,  and  partly  for  safety,  living  on  five 
francs  a  week,  and  finding  it  hard  work  to  earn 
that.  The  critics  did  not  receive  her  kindly, 
and  for  a  year  or  two  she  had  a  hard  fight,  not 
for  fame  only,  but  for  life.  Her  mother-in-law 
had,  or  fancied  that  she  had,  some  shadowy 
connection  with  noble  families  —  her  husband 
was  a  colonel  in  the  army — and  thought  that 
publicity  would  pollute  the  family  name.  So 
Madame  Dudcvant  gave  up  even  her  husband's 
name — about  all  he  had  ever  given  her — and  to 
the  public  became  George  Sand,  the  title  by 
which  all  the  world  has  known  her  ever  since. 
About  the  same  time  that  she  won  a  verdict  in 
the  court  of  the  critics,  she  won  ajudgment  in  the 
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Parisian  courts,  where  she  had  long  been  battling 
with  her  husband  for  the  possession  of  her  chil- 
dren and  her  grandmother's  estate.  Since  then 
she  has  continued  to  live  at  her  chateau  at  Na- 
hant,  where  she  still,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five, 
writes  romances  of  love  and  marriage.  A  dumpy 
little  woman  is  she,  still  full  of  life  and  vigor, 
and  like  to  be  to  the  last,  who,  if  rumor  does 
not  belie  her,  spends  upon  principle  all  her  in- 
come as  fast  as  she  receives  it,  though  by  no 
means  all  of  it  upon  herself,  does  all  her  writing 
between  the  hours  of  midnight  and  six  in  the 
morning,  in  her  toilette  de  nuit,  and  always  with 
the  aid  of  the  inseparable  companion  of  her  li- 
brary, a  package  of  cigarettes,  and  finds  her  chief 
amusement  in  supplying  the  fish  for  her  table 
with  her  own  skill  and  by  her  own  hand. 

As  to  Mauprat,  with  which  novel  Roberts 
Brothers  introduce  the  first  of  French  novelists 
to  the  American  public,  if  there  were  any  doubts 
as  to  George  Sand's  power  it  would  forever  set 
them  at  rest.  But  the  doubt  of  the  public  is  as 
to  the  moral  tendency,  and  that  doubt  "Mau- 
prat" will  not  satisfy.  We  are  not  ignorant  of 
the  defense  of  this  kind  of  literature  :  ' '  Evil  to 
him  who  evil  thinks."  Unfortunately  there  are 
a  great  many  who  "evil  think,"  and  to  all  such 
it  will  prove  a  dangerous  book.  Mauprat  is 
brought  up  among  a  company  of  bandits  and 
robbers,  relics  of  the  feudal  past.  At  fifteen  he 
is  a  mere  brute,  with  the  animal  courage,  but 
with  all  the  animal  passions,  of  a  brute.  The 
same  catastrophe  at  first  places  Edmee  in  his 
power,  and  afterward  at  once  releases  her  and 
delivers  him  from  the  diabolic  companionship 
which  has  made  him  what  he  is.  The  object  of 
the  story  is  to  show  how  by  her  noble  nature  he 
is  subsequently  transformed  from  a  brute  to  a 
man,  his  sensual  passion  to  a  pure  and  holy  love. 
The  aim  is  admirable,  the  moral  excellent.  But 
the  bitter  conflict  between  base  passion  and  the 
nobler  nature  is  described  with  so  great  power, 
and  the  incidents  which  provoke  the  fiery  temper 
within  are  wrought  up  with  such  consummate 
skill,  that  the  youthful  reader  will  be  apt  to  find 
the  devil  in  him  more  effectually  raised  than  ex- 
orcised, the  passion  fired  rather  than  extinguish- 
ed, the  effect  of  the  stoiy,  in  a  word,  more  po- 
tent than  the  effect  of  its  moral. 

Red  as  a  Rose  is  She  (D.  Appleton  and  Co.) 
is  original  in  plot  and  striking  in  style,  but  more 
effective  in  the  half  humorous  passages  which  are 
characteristic  of  the  book  than  in  the  scenes  of 
attempted  pathos,  which,  as  in  the  sick-room 
scene  between  Esther  and  St.  John,  lack  strength 
and  completeness.— £a^ec?  (Harper  and  Broth- 
ers) is  fresh  in  the  consummation  of  its  plot,  in- 
teresting, though  not  remarkably  powerful  in 
style,  pleasant  in  its  denouement  and  healthful 
in  its  moral  tone. 

HISTORY. 

Mr.  Eroude  brings  his  History  of  England 
(Charles  Scribner  and  Co.)  to  a  close  with  the 
twelfth  volume,  "Library  Edition."  Between 
this  and  the  cheaper  "Popular  Edition"  there 
is  really  but  little  to  choose.  In  truth  Ave  prefer 
the  latter.  The  volumes  are  more  compact  and 
convenient  in  size  ;  the  type  is  equally  clear  and 
distinct ;  the  marginal  notes  render  it  materially 
more  convenient  for  reference,  and  if  it  is  not 
quite  so  handsome,  it  is  quite  handsome  enough. 


Mr.  Froude  has  chosen  for  his  theme  what  is 
perhaps  the  most  critical  period  in  the  history 
of  England.  He  begins  with  a  description  of  its 
condition  in  the  early  part  of  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury. He  closes  it  with  the  destruction  of  the 
Spanish  Armada  in  1588.  The  half  century 
which  intervenes  is,  perhaps,  the  most  important 
in  English  history.  It  is  the  era  of  transition 
from  Roman  Catholic  to  Protestant  England. 
It  embraces  the  destruction  of  the  monasteries 
and  the  emancipation  of  the  Church  of  State 
from  Papal  rule  under  Henry  VIII. ,  the  prog- 
ress of  the  reformation  under  Edward  VI.,  the 
brief  restoration  of  Papal  authority  with  its  bit- 
ter fruits  under  bloody  Mary,  and  the  long  and 
exciting  contest  between  Catholic  and  Protest- 
ant, between  the  cold,  cautious,  wary  but  virtu- 
ous Queen  Bess  and  the  "graceful,  beautiful, 
malignant  and  untamable"  Queen  of  Scots,  end- 
ing in  the  well-deserved  and  yet  ever-regret- 
ted death  of  the  charming  adulteress  and  assas- 
sin, and  the  final,  complete,  and  irretrievable 
overthrow  of  Papal  power,  not  in  England  only, 
but  in  Europe  as  well,  by  the  utter  destruction 
with  which  God  overwhelmed  the  Spanish  fleet 
which  ventured  to  avenge  her.  It  is  an  era  of 
history  which,  in  these  days,  when  in  new  issues 
and  under  new  forms  the  old  battle  is  like  to  be 
waged  again,  every  Protestant  has  need  to  read, 
ay !  to  study  Avith  care.  For  the  Jesuitical 
spirit  .Avhicli  canonized  the  assassin  of  William 
of  Orange,  and  was  ready  to  canonize  the  would- 
be  assassins  of  Elizabeth  of  England,  is  not  far 
different  in  the  nineteenth  century  from  what  it 
was  in  the  sixteenth.  The  tiger's  claws  are  just 
as  sharp,  though  concealed  beneath  velvet. 

We  do  not  hesitate  to  award  Froude  a  first 
rank  among  the  writers  of  history.  He  is  cer- 
tainly surpassed  by  none  ;  we  doubt  whether,  in 
the  rare  combinations  of  his  qualities  as  a  Avrit- 
er,  he  is  equaled  by  any.  He  is  patient  and  as- 
siduous in  the  collection  of  material.  "I  haA'c 
worked,  in  all,"  says  he,  in  a  communication  to 
the  Pall  JSIall  Gazette^  "through  nine  hundred 
volumes  of  letters,  notes,  and  other  papers,  pri- 
A'ate  and  official,  in  five  languages  and  in  differ- 
ent handAvritings. "  He  has  brought  to  the  light 
from  ancient  archives  some  ncAV  material,  and 
throAvn  light  on  much  more  that  is  not  Avholly 
ncAv.  It  is  a  rare  mind  Avhich  Avould  not  be  lost 
amidst  such  a  mass  of  matter,  in  Avhich  careless 
gossip,  painstaking  reports,  cunningly  devised 
falsehoods,  literary  frauds  and  forgeries,  con- 
tradicted by  other  forgeries  as  fraudulent,  are 
intermingled  in  apparently  inextricable  chaos. 
But  Mr.  Froude  possesses  in  a  peculiar  meas- 
ure the  legal  mind.  He  understands  hoAv  to 
AA-eigh  evidence,  to  balance  contradictory  possi- 
bilities, to  cross-examine  the  testimony  of  the 
dead  past.  We  do  not  always  agree  Avith  his 
conclusions.  We  think  he  aAvards  too  much 
credit  to  the  court  Avhich  condemned  Anne 
Boleyn,  and  too  little  to  the  A'erdict  of  later 
history,  Avhich  has  all  but  unanimously  set  the 
judgment  of  condemnation  aside.  We  think  he 
gives  Elizabeth  credit  for  greater  sincerity  than 
she  possessed,  and  makes  scarcely  sufficient  al- 
lowance for  Scottish  Mary's  early  education  in 
the  adulterous  court  and  Jesuitical  councils  of 
France.  But  Ave  can  always  commend  his  pa- 
tient research  and  his  no  less  patient  and  impar- 
tial analysis  of  conflicting  evidence.    We  sin- 
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cerely  thank  him  for  tearing  off  the  romantic 
vesture  in  which  this  woman,  with. the  "pan- 
ther's nature,"  succeeded  so  well  in  disguising 
herself,  not  only  from  her  contemporaries  but 
from  later  times.  It  has  never  been  easy  to 
canonize  the  pseudo-martyr.  Since  Froude's 
34th  chapter  it  will  be  more  difficult  than  ever. 
Even  if  it  be  conceded — despite  the  strongest 
moral  evidence  to  the  contrary — that  she  had  no 
part  in  the  murder  of  her  own  too  trustful  hus- 
band, still,  that  she  was  a  prime  mover  and  a 
real  participant  in  the  purposed  assassination  of 
Queen  Elizabeth  is  as  certain  as  any  well-attested 
fact  in  history.  If  America,  at  peace,  did  right 
to  demand  the  execution  of  Mrs.  Surratt  for  com- 
plicity in  the  murder  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  Queen 
Elizabeth — her  kingdom  on  the  very  brink  of  a 
civil  w^ar,  and  Mary  Queen  of  Scots  its  most  dan- 
gerous instigator — is  not  to  be  condemned  for 
bringing  to  the  block  one  who  lacked  not  the 
purpose  but  only  the  opportunity  to  play  the  as- 
sassin's part  in  England,  as  beyond  all  reasonable 
question  she  had  played  it  in  Scotland  twenty 
years  before. 

But  Mr.  Eroude  is  accused  of  writing  "a  ro- 
mance. "  Those  Avho  imagine  that  history  must 
be  dull  to  be  reliable  will  certainly  find  little 
cause  for  confidence  in  his  pages.  It  is  rare- 
ly that  a  keen  analyst  possesses  also  the  drama- 
tist's art.  It  is  this  rare  combination  which  gives 
Mr.  Eroude  his  peculiar  character  as  an  historian. 
He  is  the  dramatist  of  history.  It  would  be  hard 
to  find  in  novel  or  drama  a  scene  more  powerful- 
ly portrayed  than  the  death  of  Darnley  or  the 
execution  of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots.  Dramatic 
writing  it  is,  as,  indeed,  it  must  be  to  be  true. 
For  history  is  not  a  mere  dry  detail  of  dates,  but 
a  sublime  drama,  and  he  alone  knows  how  to 
write  or  read  it  who  perceives  beneath  the  outer 
course  of  events  the  play  of  passions  which  beat 
in  the  hearts  of  the  actors  and  really  constitute 
their  life.  He  alone  writes  the  history  of  Eliza- 
beth and  Mary  Avho  tells  us  not  only  what  they 
did,  but  what  they  thought,  and  felt,  and  pur- 
posed, and  what  in  their  secret  character  they 
were.  It  is  in  this  keen  analysis  of  character, 
this  penetrative  reading  of  the  hearts  and  inner 
lives  of  his  historic  personages,  that  Mr.  Eroude 
stands  pre-eminent,  without  a  master,  if  not,  in- 
deed, without  a  peer. 

A  very  different,  a  characteristically  different, 
book  is  Dr.  John  William  Draper's  History  of 
the  Aynerican  Civil  War  (Harper  and  Brothers), 
which  is  brought  to  its  close  in  the  third  volume. 
Written  by  one  who  is  almost  phlegmatically  phil- 
osophic, it  is  carefully  and  even  conscientiously 
undramatic.  It  is  encyclopedic  in  its  informa- 
tion, encyclopedic  also  in  its  calm,  unimpas- 
sioned,  and  severely  unrhetorical  style.  It  traces 
rapidly,  succinctly,  but  with  remarkable  fullness 
and  accuracy,  the  course  of  public  events.  It 
never  stops  to  paint  a  picture,  to  arrange  a 
group,  to  produce  a  startling  effect,  or  even  to 
analyze  a  character.  In  fact,  the  very  philosophy 
which  underlies  Dr.  Draper's  writing  prevents 
him  from  penning  a  dramatic  history.  It  is  the 
essence  of  the  drama  that  every  thing  turns  upon 
the  play  of  human  passion.  We  watch  in  it,  with 
intense  interest,  the  mental  conflict,  the  mind 
held  in  poise  between  good  and  evil,  ,  right  and 
wrong,  and  with  almost  breathless  interest  await 


a  decision  on  which,  as  we  suppose,  the  destinies 
of  the  hero,  or  in  history,  of  the  nation,  turn. 
Thus  the  dramatic  historian  would  picture  with 
power  the  long  hesitation  in  Abraham  Lincoln's 
mind  which  preceded  the  Emancipation  Procla- 
mation, and  the  final  development  of  the  decision 
to  issue  it.  The  very  object  of  Dr.  Draper's  book 
is  to  show  that  "the  progress  of  nations  is  not 
the  result  of  the  devices  of  individuals,  but  is  de- 
termined by  immutable  law."  He  passes  by, 
therefore,  with  indifference,  if  not  contempt,  the 
designs  of  the  individual  workman,  to  trace  in 
their  unintentional  concurrence  the  designs  of 
Providence.  He  scarcely  cares  to  note  the  im- 
mediate causes  of  events,  in  the  conduct  of  men, 
in  his  eagerness  to  discover  and  portray  the  ulti- 
mate cause  of  all  in  the  great  laws  which  move 
irresistibly  but  unobserved  to  their  consumma- 
tion. He  evolves  from  history  its  philosophy, 
as  Eroude  its  drama ;  and  the  two  men  may  be 
taken  to  represent  the  opposite  types  of  mind,  as 
they  represent  in  their  works  the  opposite  meth- 
ods of  historical  treatment.  Apart  from  its  phil- 
osophical interest,  it  is  for  reference  unquestion- 
ably the  best  history  of  the  war  which  has  been 
produced.  Less  brilliant  and  popular  in  its  nar- 
rative than  Mr.  Abbott's,  less  technically  polit- 
ical than  Mr.  Greeley's,  it  gives  in  a  more  con- 
cise and  compact  form  than  either  the  essential 
facts  and  the  official  figures  of  the  great  cam- 
paigns. The  very  dispassionate  calmness  of  its 
style  invests  it  with  an  authority  which  would 
hardly  be  accorded  to  a  more  ardent  and  brill- 
iant writer,  and,  long  after  the  evanescent  lit- 
erature of  the  war  has  died,  it  will  remain  the 
standard  authority  on  the  events  whose  history 
it  not  eloquently,  but  lucidly  and  truthfully,  re- 
lates. 

Lives  of  politicians  and  statesmen  are  very  apt 
to  be  the  work  of  professional  book-makers,  and 
to  contain,  with  very  little  of  original  thought  or 
even  expression,  a  large  filling  up  of  diplomatic 
correspondence,  state  papers,  and  public  speech- 
es. In  fact,  the  proverbial  stupidity  of  religious 
memoirs  is  surpassed  by  most  political  memoirs ; 
since  the  private  papers  which  constitute  so  large 
a  proportion  of  the  one  give  us  at  least  an  in- 
sight into  the  real  life  and  character  of  the  man, 
which  the  public  papers  of  the  other  entirely  deny 
us.  We  confess  to  have  taken  up  the  Life  of 
Bismarck,  by  John  George  Louis  Hesekiel 
(Harper  and  Brothers),  with  some  apprehension 
that  we  should  find  it  a  book  of  this  description, 
and  we  very  gladly  record  our  pleasant  disap- 
pointment. It  is  neither  a  eulogy  of  the  charac- 
ter nor  a  diy  narrative  of  the  career  of  the  states- 
man, but  a  life  of  the  man.  It  describes  his  fam- 
ily, traces  his  lineage,  carries  us  through  his  boy- 
hood and  college  days,  makes  us  familiar  with  the 
"  Mad  Bismarck"  of  Gottingen  and  Kniephof, 
before  it  introduces  us  to  Otto  von  Bismarck, 
Representative  in  the  Assembly,  Embassador  to 
Frankfort-on-the-Main,  St.  Petersburg,  and  Par- 
is, Premier,  and  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs; 
and  it  finally  closes  by  giving  us  the  privilege  of 
making  a  familiar  and  friendly  visit  to  the  great 
Prussian  in  his  rural  retreat  at  Varzin.  It  de- 
scribes him  as  he  is,  a  man  of  abounding  physic- 
al life,  of  indomitable  self-will,  and  of  that  in- 
tense and  even  haughty  egotism  which  belongs 
to  a  proudly  self-reliant  and  consciously  strong 
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nature,  and  discloses  in  the  resoluteness  of  his 
honest  but  pugnacious  character  the  secret  of  his 
marvelous  success.  We  are  not,  indeed,  inclined 
to  accept  altogether  Mr.  Hesekiel's  estimate  of 
his  hero,  and  still  less  the  translator's  theory  of 
the  divine  right  of  kings,  of  which  Bismarck  has 
been,  throughout  his  career,  so  persistent  an  ad- 
vocate. Not  even  Bismarck  can  long  maintain 
against  the  progress  of  the  age  the  feudalism  of 
which  he  is  the  most  distinguished  representa- 
tive. As  a  republican  we  have  no  sympathy  for 
the  reactionary  spirit  which, inspires  the  man  and 
imbues  his  policy.  As  a  critic  we  recognize  the 
fact  that  the  story  of  his  life  is  best  told  by  one 
who  so  fiir  sympathizes  with  Bismarck  the  states- 
man as  thoroughly  to  appreciate  Bismarck  the 
man. 

Of  the  substance  of  William  Oland  Bourne's 
History  of  the  Public  School  Society  (William 
Wood  and  Co.),  or  at  least  of  the  educational 
era  wliose  history  he  narrates,  we  have  spoken 
so  much  at  length  in  another  part  of  the  I\[aga- 
zine  that  we  only  need  add  here  of  its  method, 
that  it  is  rich  in  documents  hitherto  almost  if 
not  absolutely  inaccessible  to  the  general  reader, 
that  it  is  the  work  of  a  compiler  rather  than  an 
author,  a  book  for  the  library  rather  than  for  the 
parlor,  for  reference  rather  than  for  jierusal,  val- 
uable less  as  a  popular  history  than  as  a  contri- 
bution to  the  raw  material  of  which  history  is 
composed ;  but  that,  though  not  entertaining 
reading,  nor  indeed  intended  so  to  be,  it  covers, 
with  a  completeness  which  leaves  nothing  to  be 
desired,  a  part  of  our  educational  history  which 
we  can  not  afford  to  forget,  and  is  a  book  which 
those  who  are  interested  in  studying  the  educa- 
tional problems  of  our  future  can  not  afford  to  be 
without.  — J.  B.  Lippincott  and  Co.  publish  The 
Records  of  tlie  United  States  Navy  and  Marine 
Corps,  by  Lewis  R.  Hannersley.  It  is  a  vol- 
ume of  brief  biographical  sketches,  whose  gener- 
al accuracy  is  vouched  for  by  Secretary  Robeson 
and  Vice-Admiral  I'orter,  and  will  be  useful  as  a 
sort  of  naval  biographical  dictionary. 

EELTGIOUS  AND  PniLOSOPHICAL. 

The  same  day  which  brought  to  our  table  the 
paper  announcing  the  death  of  Dr.  Jonx  IM'Clin- 
TOCK  brought  also  to  it  the  third  volume  of  what 
is  likely  to  prove  the  most  enduring  work  of  his 
life — M'Clintock  and  Strong's  Cyclopccdia  of 
Biblical,  Ecclesiastical,  and  Theolo«jical  Litera- 
ture—Vol.  HI.— E.-G.  (Hai-per  and  Brothers). 
Professor,  author,  editor,  preacher,  and  organiz- 
er, Dr.  ]\I'Clintock  failed  of  jn-e-eminence  in  any 
one  department  only  because  he  was  equally  emi- 
nent in  all.  As  an  instructor  he  was  equally 
brilliant  and  successful  in  the  chair  of  mathe- 
matics and  in  that  of  the  classics.  The  translation 
of  Neander's  "  Life  of  Christ,"  the  joint  work  of 
his  scholarship  and  that  of  Professor  Blumenthal, 
still  remains  a  standard  in  the  theologian's  li- 
brary. The  Methodist  Quarterly  Review,  under 
his  management,  became  the  peer  of  its  ablest 
English  rivals.  Pastor  of  the  American  Chapel 
at  Paris,  he  Avas  as  conspicuous  for  his  eloquence 
as  for  his  patriotism,  in  a  city,  too,  where  Bos- 
suet,  Massillon,  Lacordaire,  and  Hyacinthe  won 
their  laurels,  and  his  influence  in  France  was  sec- 
ond only  to  that  which  ^Mr.  Beecher  exercised  in 
England  on  behalf  of  the  Union  in  the  hour  of 


its  greatest  danger.  To  his  executive  ability  the 
Drew  Theological  Semiiiary,  of  whicii  he  was  the 
first  President,  largely  owes  its  assured  prosperi- 
ty ;  and  into  the  work  of  its  upbuilding  he  threw 
himself  with  all  the  fire  of  a  nature  whose  arden- 
cy age  had  matured  and  directed  without  dimin- 
ishing. The  last  words  he  uttered  to  us  were  an 
invitation  to  visit  him  there  on  a  Commencement 
occasion,  and  his  eye  kindled  with  an  absolutely 
youthful  enthusiasm  as  he  spoke  with  more  than 
paternal  pride  of  the  institution  which  owed  so 
much  to  his  fostering  care.  For  over  ten  years 
he  had  been  engaged  on  the  Cyclopaedia,  which 
forms  the  most  permanent  and  ai>propriate  mon- 
ument to  his  memory,  as  it  was  by  far  the 
most  considerable  literary  undertaking  of  his 
life.  The  success  which  has  attended  that  most 
dithcult  of  undertakings,  the  preparation  of  an 
imj)artial  Cycloi)a3dia  of  theology,  is  due  to  that 
intellectual  synii)athy  which  amounted  in  him  to 
a  genius,  anil  enabled  him  to  understand  and  ap- 
preciate faiths  widely  diverse,  none  the  less  that 
he  held  his  own  so  firmly.  He  lived  long  enough 
to  sec  this  work  done ;  for  the  Cyclopa'ciia  is  al- 
ready completed,  and  only  awaits  the  necessary 
revision  of  ])assing  through  the  press — then  was 
called  to  his  rest;  but  his  "works  do  follow 
him."  Of  the  quality  of  this,  his  last  and  great- 
est work,  we  have  little  need  to  add  to  what  in 
previous  issues  we  have  said.  It  is  as  ailmirable 
in  his  co-laborer's  dcjjartmcnt  as  in  his  own. 
After  comjiaring  it  with  the  analogous  works  of 
Kitto  and  Smith  in  the  only  true  way — l)y  a  con- 
stant use  ever  since  the  issue  of  the  first  volume 
— we  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  is  not 
only  the  best  for  the  American  market,  l)ecause 
l)repared  by  American  scholars,  familiar  with  the 
wants  of  the  American  Church,  but  that  it  is  ab- 
solutely the  best,  both  in  the  comi)rehensiveness 
of  its  design  and  the  comi)lctcness  of  its  treat- 
ment. 

Hereditary  Genius  (D.  Appleton  and  Co.)  is 
certainly  a  misnomer.  Genius,  in  the  proper  ac- 
ceptation of  that  term,  is  never  hereditary.  The 
reason  is,  or  at  least  has  been  well  surmised  to 
be,  that  the  whole  force  of  the  faculties  is  used 
up  in  the  immediate  work  of  life,  and  there  is  no 
sui-])lus  energy  to  be  bequeathed  to  posterity. 
Geniuses,  moreover,  rarely  have  time  or  thought 
to  bestow  upon  their  children,  who  are  far  more 
apt  to  grow  up  neglected  than  are  those  of  their 
less  royally  endowed  neighbors.  The  ambition 
which  a  man  of  moderate  success  is  unable  to 
gratify  by  his  own  career,  he  hopes  to  gratify  in 
the  career  of  his  children,  on  whom,  therefore,  he 
concentrates  energies  which  the  man  of  genius 
employs  upon  himself  and  his  work.  But  though 
genius  is  not  hereditary,  talent  is,  as  Mr.  Francis 
Galtox  has,  we  think,  fairly  demonstrated.  It 
is  his  aim  by  an  induction,  based  on  a  careful 
study  of  some  three  hundred  families,  to  prove 
that'intellectual  power  is  handed  down  from  fa- 
ther to  son,  from  which  he  undertakes  to  deduce 
the  conclusion  that  "good-breeding, "in  the  true 
and  strict  sense  of  the  term,  is  as  important 
among  men  as  men  have  long  since  agreed  it  is 
in  stock.  Without  assenting  to  his  philosophy 
in  full,  or  even  attempting  to  describe  it,  we  com- 
mend his  book,  because  it  is  an  induction,  and 
because  it  presents,  in  support  of  his  theories,  an 
array  of  details,  carefully  worked  out,  which  are 
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worthy  the  consideration  of  students  of  psychol- 
ogy, who  are  too  apt  to  base  their  hypotheses  not 
on  solid  fiicts,  but  on  their  own  imaginings  of 
what  those  facts  should  be. 

BRIEF  MENTION. 

No  book  can  make  a  gentleman  or  lady.  No- 
thing but  habits  of  true  courtesy,  long  continued, 
until  they  become  a  second  nature,  can  do  that. 
But  a  book  may  be  a  useful  reminder  even  to 
those  whose  home  training  lias  imparted  to  them 
the  courteous  manners  of  a  true  gentility,  and 
may  be  yet  more  useful  to  one  who  has  never 
known  the  benefits  of  such  early  training.  Such 
we  take  to  be  the  office  of  the  Bazar  Book  of 
Decorum  (Harper  and  Brothers),  though  it  by  no 
means  confines  itself  to  so  simple  an  aim.  There 
is  a  false  gentility  that  sometimes  apes  and  some- 
times caricatures  the  true ;  and  it  is  not  alone 
Verdant  Green,  nor  even  our  aspiring  friends 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shoddy,  who  will  find  tlie  pages 
of  this  excellent  little  manual  useful.    Mrs.  Pot- 
iphar  might  read  it  with  equal  profit,  except  that 
she  would  utterly  disdain  its  very  practical  and 
sensible  directions.    Would  that  we  could  hope 
that  its  unknown  author  might  win  a  victory  in 
his  brave  but  hopeless  campaign  against  such 
monstrous  barbarisms  as  chignons  and  ear-rings, 
and  against  such  disgustingly  bestial  practices — 
we  beg  the  beasts  to  pardon  us — as  the  chewing 
of  tobacco! — Gail  Hamilton,  by  her  trench- 
ant and  readable  indictment  against  the  publish- 
ing house  of  "  Brummel  and  Hunt" — A  Battle 
of  the  Books — proves  certainly  three  things  :  that 
she  writes  for  private  correspondents  as  spicily  as 
for  the  public  ;  that  there  is  nothing  in  woman's  | 
nature  which  unfits  her  for  the  profession  of  tlie  I 
law,  and  even  for  that  part  which  Dr.  Bushnell 
disallows  her,  "  the  uncovering  and  preparing  of 
evidences,  and  the  advocacies  and  public  litiga- 
tions of  causes;"  and,  finally,  that  it  is  always 
well  for  authors  to  be  "intelligent,  prompt,  ex- 
act," if  not  "exacting,  in  all  business  matters 
which  come  within  their  scope."    Whether  she 
])roves  any  thing  more  the  public  will  be  slow  to 
decide  on  this  ex  parte  statement.    It  is  but  just 
to  say  that  the  impression  Avhich  Ave  have  de- 
rived concerning  the  publishing  houses  of  the 
United  States  from  a  personal  experience  of  some 
years,  and  from  an  experience  of  friends  extend- 
ing over  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  is  very 
different  from  that  which  Miss  Dodge  has  de- 
rived from  the  very  unbusiness-like  business  rela- 
tions in  which  she  became  involved  with  the  house 
which  has  hitherto  published  her  Avorks, — The 
value  of  the  Illustrated  Library  of  Wonders  is 
universally  recognized.    Its  popularity  as  a  series 
of  juA'eniles  Ave  have  tested  in  our  own  household. 
The  Sun,  by  Amedee  Guillemin  (Charles  Scrib- 
ner  and  Co.),  is  in  theme  less  popular  than  its 
predecessors,  but  in  treatment  not  their  inferior. 
The  illustrations  are  admirable. — Steele's  Key  to 
the  Sciences  (A.  S.  Barnes  and  Co.)  is  primari- 
ly a  book  of  ansAvers  to  the  practical  questions 
and  problems  contained  in  the  author's  "Fourteen 
Weeks'  Courses  in  Natural  Philosophy,  Chemist- 
ry, and  Astronomy;"  but  it  is  also  A'aluable  to 
others  than  the  student,  because  it  contains,  in 


a  A'eiy  condensed  form,  a  great  deal  of  useful 
and  practical  information, — The  second  number 
of  the  Journal  of  Social  Science  (Leypoldt  and 
Holt)  contains,  among  the  transactions  of  the 
American  Association,  several  papers  of  useful- 
ness and  value ;  among  Avhich  Ave  may  mention 
those  on  "Immigration,"  "Public  Libraries," 
"Life  Insurance,"  and  " Health  Laws." — These 
last  are  very  difierent  from  the  laws  of  health 
Avhich  Dr.  Hall  so  admirably  illustrates  in  his 
Health  hy  Good  Living  (Hurd  and  Houghton). 
We  have  personally  received  more  benefit  from 
one  suggestion  of  Dr.  Hall's  than  from  all  the 
prescriptions  and  nostrums — not  many — that  Ave 
CA-er  took.    The  number  is  legion  avIio  avIU  avcI- 
come  any  book  Avhich  shoAvs  them  "  lu^w  high 
health  can  be  maintained  by  good  living." — 
The  second  volume  of  Father  Hyacinthe's  Dis- 
courses, The  Family  and  the  Church  (G.  P.  Put- 
nam and  Son),  contains  the  Advent  Conferences 
of  Notre  Dame.   SomcAvhat  less  fragmentary  than 
the  preceding  volume,  it  is  evident  that  the  edi- 
tor suffered  under  the  same  disadvantages  of  in- 
complete material. — In  his  Hand-book  of  the  Sul- 
phur Cure  (Ilari)er  and  Brothers),  Mr.  William 
J.  Flagg,  Avliose  "Three  Seasons  in  European 
Vineyards"  Ave  haA-e  hitherto  noticed,  undertakes 
to  prescribe  for  the  diseased  vines  and  fruit  trees 
of  America  out  of  his  observation  of  methods  of 
remedy  in  Europe. — The  Harpers  issue  a  new 
edition  of  Tom  Browns  School  Bays — a  most 
healthful  book  for  boys — Avith  illustrations  Avlfich 
greatly  enhance  its  attractiveness.  —  Bessie  on 
her  Travels  (Carter  and  Brothers)  Ave  find  as 
charming  as  Ave  have  already  found  her  under 
the  varied  circumstances  in  Avhich  the  preceding 
volumes  have  described  her. — The  Golden  Cap 
and  Braid  of  Cords  are  both  collections  of  short 
stories,  of  more  than  average  merit  for  the  Sab- 
bath-school library,  for  Avhich  they  are  intend- 
ed.— The  peculiar  characteristic  of  Friday  Night 
lies  in  the  fact  that  it  aftbrds,  in  a  series  of 
JcAvish  stories,  a  portraiture,  by  one  of  their  OAvn 
race,  of  Jewish  life  and  character. — If  any  thing 
could  revive  the  popularity  of  Leigh  Hunt,  A 
Day  hy  the  Fire  (Roberts  Brothers)  should  do  so. 
The  first  essay,  Avhich  giA'es  title  to  the  book,  is 
the  best.    But,  alas !  busy  America  is  loth  to 
give  to  meditation  or  meditative  writing  the  time 
Avhich  this  old  school  of  essayists  demands. — 
Why  James  Russell  Loavell  entitles  his  ncAV 
A'olume  of  essays  Among  my  Books  (Fields,  Os- 
good, and  Co.)  Ave  are  puzzled  to  conceive,  since 
Dryden,  Shakspeare,  Lessing,  and  Rousseau  are 
the  only  authors  he  introduces  to  us.    Mr.  Low- 
ell, Avhose  prose  is  in  no  AA  ay  inferior  to  his  poet- 
ry, is  a  genuine  critic,  and  has  done  Avell  to  re- 
deem these  papers  from  the  comparatiA-e  oblivion 
to  Avhich  they  would  haA-e  been  condemned  in 
the  pages  of  the  North  American  Reviciv. — Of 
Pater  Muradi  (Nichols  and  Noyes)  Ave  can  speak 
more  ad\-isedly  Avhen  the  second  A'olume,  or  the 
sequel,  shall  appear.    Suffice  it  on  the  present 
occasion  to  say  that  Dr.  Burr  Avould  have  done 
AA'cU  to  transform  his  lectures  before  issuing  them 
in  a  book,  and  that  they  Avould  have  been  more 
permanently  effective  if  they  had  been  less  labori- 
ously brilliant. 
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APPARATUS  FOR  DRAWING  MINUTE 
OBJECTS. 

AN  ingenious  device  for  drawing  microscop- 
ical objects  has  been  recently  invented  by 
Eritsch,  of  Vienna,  which  has  been  found  to  be 
capable  of  valuable  application  in  the  interest  of 
naturalists  ;  and  we  accordingly  reproduce  a  fig- 
ure of  it,  for  the  purpose  of  illustrating  its  na- 
ture more  satisfactorily.  The  instrument  is  in- 
tended to  throw  an  enlarged  image  of  the  ob- 
ject upon  a  table  so  as  to  admit  of  its  being  cop- 
ied accurately.  When  in  use,  the  apparatus  is 
placed  near  a  burning  lamp  or  gas  flame,  in 
such  manner  that  a  ray  of  light  falling  upon  the 
adjustable  concave  mirror  A,  at  an  angle  a,  is 
reflected  at  the  same  angle  b,  upon  a  movable 
plate  B,  in  the  middle  of  which  is  an  opening 
for  the  reception  of  the  object  to  he  magnified. 
The  rays  of  light  pass  through  this  object  to  a 
lens  D,  and  from  that  through  a  cone  C,  and 
fall  upon  a  sheet  of  paper  placed  horizontally 
below,  and  upon  which  an  enlargement  takes 
place,  readily  varied  in  extent. 

The  image  thus  thrown  down  can  be  easily 
copied  by  the  artist,  line  for  line.  The  appara- 
tus is  so  simple  that  any  one  can  construct  it 
out  of  wood  and  pasteboard,  who  can  command 
a  concave  mirror  of  two  and  a  half  inches  in 
diameter  and  a  lens  of  good  magnifying  power. 

TOBACCO-LOVING  MICE. 

In  a  recent  publication  on  the  mammalia  of 
Switzerland,  Dr.  Fatio  describes  a  new  species 
of  mouse  from  Poschiavo  in  the  Orisons,  which 
has  the  strange  peculiarity  of  feeding  on  tobac- 
co in  preference  to  other  substances;  and  on 
that  account  is  veiy  obnoxious  to  the  proprie- 
tors of  estabHshments  where  this  article  is  man- 
ufactured or  sold.  The  account  of  the  species 
is  illustrated  by  a  plate,  representing  two  mice 
helping  themselves  to  cigars.  It  is  well  known 
that  some  insects  feed  on  the  fresh  tobacco  leaf 
in  preference  to  that  of  any  other  plant ;  but  this 
case  of  an  animal  devouring  the  dried  plant,  and 
preferring  it  to  any  thing  else,  is  quite  unique. 

In  this  connection  we  may  recall  the  recently 


published  accounts  of  the  curious  Andaman 
Island  monkey,  which  was  added  to  the  col- 
lection of  the  Zoological  Society  of  London 
last  summer,  and  which  excited  so  much  at- 
tention by  its  fondness  for  a  glass  of  grog  and 
a  pipe  of  tobacco — accomplishments  taught  to 
it  by  the  sailors  of  the  vessel  on  which  it  was 
taken  to  England. 

INFLUENCE  OF  TREES  ON  RAIN-FALL. 
The  marked  influence  of  forests  upon  the 
amount  of  rain-fall  of  a  country  has  recently 
received  a  striking  illustration  in  the  experi- 
ence of  the  Australians.  The  result  of  de- 
stroying the  timber  in  the  Ballarat  district 
has  been  to  cause  a  reduction  of  the  rain- 
fall from  thirty-seven  and  a  half  inches,  in 
18G3,  to  fourteen  and  one-quarter  inches  in 
1868.  To  remedy  the  difficulty,  and  to  take 
proper  action  for  restoring  the  forests,  an  in- 
spector of  state  forests  has  been  appointed  by 
the  government,  for  the  purpose  of  prevent- 
ing any  further  waste  of  timber,  and  of  re- 
planting forest  trees  in  diff'erent  parts  of  the 
country. 

STONE  AGE  OP  GREECE. 

Mi'.  Finley,  a  well-known  English  historian, 
in  a  recent  tract,  endeavors  to  prove  the  exist- 
ence of  a  pre-historic  stone  period  in  the  main 
land  and  the  islands  of  Greece,  and  finds  evi- 
dence of  the  occurrence  of  lake  dwellings  similar 
to  those  of  Switzerland,  Avhich  have  excited  so 
much  interest  among  antiquarians.  He  thinks 
that  passages  in  Herodotus  prove  their  existence 
in  Macedonia,  even  in  historic  times,  and  says 
that  the  condition  of  the  lakes  and  marshes  of 
the  country  is  such  as  to  render  it  probable  that 
careful  examination  will  bring  to  light  remains 
of  the  kind  in  question.  Unfortunately,  the 
present  state  of  the  country  is  such  as  to  prevent 
a  practical  solution  of  the  problem. 

Accounts  of  the  occurrence  of  stone  imple- 
ments in  Greece  are  not  unfrequent  even  in  the 
early  ancient  historians.  These  consist  largely 
of  obsidian  flakes,  and  also,  occasionally,  of  well- 
worked  objects  of  nephrite  or  jade,  similar  to 
those  of  Switzerland,  the  material  of  which  in 
both  cases  may  have  been  derived  from  Asia  or 
Egypt,  there  being  no  known  locality  of  the  un- 
wrought  material  in  Europe. 

ACTION  OF  HOP  FLOWERS  ON  YEAST. 
It  is  asserted  by  an  Italian  physiologist  that 
the  flowers  of  the  hop  arrest  immediately  the 
development  of  yeast,  and  thus  prevent  ferment- 
ation. 

QUATERNARY  RELICS  IN  FRANCE. 
M.  Reboux,  of  Paris,  has  lately  published  re- 
newed evidence  of  the  occurrence  of  the  remains 
of  human  art  in  the  quaternary  strata  of  Paris, 
especially  as  laid  open  by  the  numerous  quarries 
about  the  city.  These  consist  of  knives,  lance- 
heads,  scrapers,  axes,  etc.,  and  in  fact  the  usual 
variety  known  to  ethnologists,  and  found  at  vari- 
ous depths,  from  the  surface  to  forty  feet  below 
it ;  some  of  them  at  least  belonging  to  a  period 
of  high  antiquity. 
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Three  epochs  are  traced  by  M.  Reboux ;  that  I 
of  the  cave  bear,  or  early  stone  age  ;  the  middle 
stone  age,  or  the  reindeer  period ;  and  the  new 
stone  age,  or  the  period  of  the  dolmens.  With 
the  remains  mentioned  occur  the  bones  of  the 
elephant  and  mammoth,  Irish  elk,  reindeer, 
moose,  horse,  ass,  rhinoceros  of  several  species, 
hippopotamus,  hog,  cave  lion,  bison,  etc.  ;  also 
the  Trogontherium^  an  ally  of  our  Castoroides, 
and  the  Halitherium,  a  cetacean,  both  of  them 
extinct  at  the  present  day.  Specimens  of  some 
of  these  remains  have  been,  we  learn,  presented 
by  M.  Reboux  to  the  museum  of  the  Smithsoni- 
an Institution  at  Washington. 

VEGETABLE  ORIGIN  OF  SCARLET-FEVER. 

A  recent  writer  expresses  the  opinion  that  scar- 
let-fever is  the  product  of  a  fungus  of  the  genus 
Tilletia  ;  and  he  also  states  that  this  disease  is 
especially  characterized  by  the  existence  of  an  im- 
mense number  of  micrococci  in  the  blood,  which 
are  at  first  as  small  as  the  finest  pin  point,  and 
occur  in  greater  numbers  than  the  blood  globules 
themselves.  They  seem  to  accumulate  about 
these  globules,  and  to  penetrate  into  their  sub- 
stance, producing  a  complete  disorganization. 

FREEZING  MIXTURES. 

An  elaborate  course  of  experiments  has  recent- 
ly been  made  in  Germany,  with  a  view  of  determ- 
ining the  comparative  amount  of  reduction  of 
temperature  caused  by  dissolving  different  salts 
in  water.  The  most  remarkable  result  was  found 
in  the  use  of  sulpho-cyanide  of  potassium,  a  solu- 
tion of  which  in  water  reduced  the  temperature 
in  a  few  minutes  from  fifty  degrees  above  to  ten 
degrees  below  zero,  or  a  depression  of  sixty  de- 
grees. 

MUSCULAR  FORCE  OF  THE  HUMAN  HEART. 

A  curious  investigation  of  the  muscular  force 
of  the  human  heart,  and  the  comparative  amount 
of  work  it  performs,  has  recently  been  made  and 
published  by  Mr.  Haughton,  an  eminent  English 
mathematician.  Starting  with  the  postulates — 
first,  that  three  ounces  of  blood  are  driven  from 
each  ventricle  at  each  stroke  of  the  heart ;  sec- 
ond, that  the  hydrostatic  pressure  in  the  left  ven- 
tricle and  aorta  against  which  the  blood  is  forced 
out  amounts  to  a  column  of  blood  nearly  ten 
feet  in  vertical  height ;  third,  that  the  muscular 
force  of  the  left  ventricle  in  contracting  bears  to 
that  of  the  right  -ventricle  the  proportion  of  thir- 
teen to  five — he  proceeds  to  show  that  the  daily 
work  of  the  left  ventricle  is  equivalent  to  over 
eighty-nine  tons  Hfted  one  foot,  and  that  of  the 
right  to  over  thirty-four  tons ;  or,  for  both  to- 
gether, to  over  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  tons 
lifted  through  one  foot.  The  enormous  amount 
of  force  denoted  by  the  preceding  result  our  au- 
thor goes  on  to  illustrate  by  showing,  first,  that 
if  the  daily  work  of  ten  hours  by  a  laboring  man 
be  equivalent  to  three  hundred  and  fifty-four  tons 
lifted  through  one  foot,  the  heart  does  over  one- 
third  as  much  in  twenty-four  hours ;  therefore 
three  old  women  doing  nothing  whatever  actual- 
ly accomplish  more  work  in  one  day  than  the 
strongest  average  laboring  man  ;  second,  that 
the  laboring  force  of  the  heart  is  greater  than 
that  expended  in  propelling  an  eight-oared  boat 
through  the  water  during  the  severest  boat-race  ; 
third,  that  if  the  heart  expended  its  entire  force 


in  lifting  its  own  weight  vertically,  it  would  raise 
this  weight  nearly  20,000  feet  in  one  hour,  or 
twenty  times  as  far  as  an  active  pedestrian  can 
climb  in  vertical  altitude  in  the  same  time  ; 
fourth,  that  the  greatest  distance  through  which 
a  locomotive  has  been  able  to  lift  itself  up  an  in- 
cline has  been  2700  feet  in  an  hour,  and  that 
this  is  equal  to  only  one-eighth  part  of  the  energy 
of  the  human  heart.  In  fine,  our  author  thinks  he 
has  succeeded  in  proving  that  the  human  heart  is 
the  most  wonderful  piece  of  mechanism  known, 
since  he  has  shown  that  its  energy  is  equal  to  one- 
third  of  the  total  daily  force  of  all  the  muscles 
of  a  strong  man ;  that  it  exceeds  by  one-third 
the  labor  of  the  muscles  in  a  boat-race,  estimated 
by  equal  weights  of  muscle ;  that  it  is  equiva- 
lent to  twenty  times  the  force  used  in  climbing 
vertically;  and  finally,  that  it  has  eight  times 
the  force  of  the  most  powerful  engine  invented 
by  the  art  of  man. 

LAURENTIAN  ROCKS  IN  EASTERN 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

Professor  Hunt,  of  the  Geological  Survey  of 
Canada,  has  lately  announced  the  discovery  of 
the  Laurentian  system  of  rocks  in  the  eastern 
part  of  Massachusetts,  especially  in  the  vicinity 
of  Newburyport  and  Lowell,  a  formation  not 
hitherto  observed  east  of  the  valley  of  the  Hud- 
son and  Lake  Champlain  within  the  limits  of 
the  United  States.  He  was  first  led  to  this  con- 
clusion during  a  visit  to  that  part  of  the  country 
last  summer  from  lithological  grounds,  the  rocks 
in  question,  which  are  gneissoid,  granitoid,  and 
syenitic  in  character,  inclosing  beds  of  crystalline 
limestone,  serpentine,  hornblende,  scapolite,  apa- 
tite, spinel,  etc.  At  Dr.  Hunt's  suggestion  an  ex- 
amination was  made  for  specimens  of  the  Eozoon 
caiiadense,  a  characteristic  fossil  of  this  forma- 
tion, and  Mr.  Bicknell  actually  found  it  in  ser- 
pentine and  limestone  at  Newburyport,  and  it 
was  afterward  obtained  from  the  crystalline  lime- 
stone of  Chelmsford. 

CHLORAL  AN  ANTIDOTE  TO  STRYCHNINE. 

Among  other  applications  of  the  new  anodyne, 
hydrate  of  chloral,  it  is  said  by  Dr.  Liebreich  to 
be  an  antidote  for  strychnine,  so  efficient,  indeed, 
that  doses  of  the  poison  which  would  be  fatal  un- 
der ordinary  circumstances  are  rendered  entirely 
innocuous  by  the  chloral,  provided  the  remedy  be 
applied  immediately  after  the  poison  is  taken. 
On  the  other  hand,  strychnine  will  be  available 
as  an  antagonist  to  chloral  poison  ;  and  although 
no  authenticated  cases  of  this  latter  character 
have  yet  been  reported,  some  may  possibly  arise 
hereafter,  and  it  may  be  well  to  bear  the  facts 
just  mentioned  in  mind. 

VEGETABLE  ELECTRICITY. 

A  great  furor  has  lately  been  excited  in  Italy 
by  a  certain  St.  Ca3sar  Mattel,  who  uses  a  new 
remedy  called  vegetable  electricity,  and  which, 
administered  drop  by  drop,  inwardly  or  outward- 
ly, it  is  maintained,  will  cure  the  most  obstinate 
diseases.  First  introduced  in  Boulogne,  where 
38,000  cases  of  sickness  were  cured  in  four  years, 
according  to  the  statement  of  the  inventor,  he  has 
recently  established  a  hospital  in  Rome  by  leave 
of  the  papal  government,  and  has  received  its 
official  sanction  to  practice  his  remedies.  The 
precise  nature  of  the  substance  employed  is  still 
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a  secret ;  but  it  will  probably  prove  to  be  one  of 
the  many  cases  in  which  the  superstition  or  the 
unquestioning  faith  of  the  patient  is  the  prime 
agent  in  causing  the  imaginary  relief  from  dis- 
ease, which  itself  may  possibly  be  imaginary. 

MICROSCOPIC  FORMS  IN  THE  STOMACH  OF 
THE  OYSTER. 

It  may  be  news  to  some  of  our  readers,  even 
to  the  professed  microscopist,  that  the  stomach 
of  the  oyster  contains  a  great  variety  of  minute 
organisnis,  and  among  them  many  species  of  the 
well-known  family  of  Bacillaria,  which  form  fa- 
vorite objects  for  examination  by  the  microscope, 
embracing  species  still  living,  which,  as  dead 
skeletons,  go  to  make  up  the  great  mass  of  true 
chalk.  The  species  found  vary  considerably  in 
different  localities  and  at  different  seasons  of  the 
year ;  and  it  is  probable  that  a  systematic  exam- 
ination of  the  stomach  of  the  oyster,  in  any  lo- 
cality, may  tend  to  bring  to  light  facts  of  much 
interest  in  regard  to  the  geographical  distribu- 
tion and  the  variety  of  these  forms. 

ELECTRO-PLATING  OF  NICKEL. 

Much  interest  was  excited  at  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  in  Paris,  in  January  last,  by  the  ex- 
hibition of  specimens  of  various  metallic  arti- 
cles electro-plated  with  nickel  by  the  process 
of  Mr.  Adams,  of  Boston.  This  application  of 
nickel  bids  fair  to  be  one  of  great  importance 
in  an  industrial  point  of  view,  since  the  metal 
thus  deposited  has  a  color  something  like  that 
of  highly-polished  steel,  is  extremely  hard,  and 
resists  the  action  of  the  atmosphere  and  of  acids, 
and  of  almost  all  substances  with  which  it  is  like- 
ly to  come  in  contact  in  common  use.  It  is  now 
employed  largely  in  coating  philosophical  appa- 
ratus, such  as  microscopes,  spy-glasses,  tele- 
scopes, etc.,  as  well  as  for  watch  movements, 
and  in  fact  almost  any  articles  for  which  a  high- 
ly polished  surface  is  desirable.  Unlike  polished 
brass,  it  has  no  disagreeable  smell,  and  from  its 
extreme  hardness  as  wqW  as  cheapness,  it  is 
much  superior  to  silver-plating.  It  has  also 
been  applied  to  advantage  in  coating  the  surface 
of  engraved  copper,  and  even  steel,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preventing  the  wearing  av/ay  by  use  and 
any  injurious  action  of  a  damp  atmosphere. 

The  experiment  of  electro-plating  with  this 
metal  has  been  attempted  before ;  and  during 
the  discussion  which  ensued  upon  the  jDresenta- 
tion  of  the  specimens  to  the  Academy  of  Sci- 
ences, M.  Becquerel  recalled  to  mind  his  having 
done  the  same  thing  ten  years  ago ;  to  which 
M.  Dumas  replied,  recognizing  the  fact,  but  stat- 
ing that  the  merit  of  Mr.  Adams's  communica- 
tion consisted  in  his  showing  that  the  slightest 
portion  of  alkali  in  the  liquid  prevented  the  ad- 
hesion of  the  galvanic  deposit.  If  care  be  taken 
in  this  respect  a  success  becomes  nearly  certain, 
which  formerly  was  only  occasional  and  irregu- 
lar. 

According  to  Mr.  Adams,  the  salt  of  nickel 
employed  must  of  course  be  entirely  free  from 
any  alkali — the  double  sulphate  of  nickel  and 
ammonia,  or  the  double  chloride  of  nickel  and 
ammonia,  being  the  most  eligible.  The  opera- 
tion is  performed  with  very  great  facility ;  the 
salt  becoming  decomposed  in  the  bath,  and  the 
nickel  attaching  itself  to  the  object  placed  on  the 
negative  pole.    After  removal  from  the  bath,  a 


moderate  rubbing  with  cloth  impregnated  with  a 
little  metallic  powder  is  sufficient  to  give  it  a  high 
degree  of  lustre. 

M.  ]5ecquerel  announced  at  a  subsequent  meet- 
ing, as  a  result  of  further  experiments,  that  the 
presence  of  potash  did  not  interfere  with  the  reg- 
ular deposit  of  the  nickel,  provided  that  free  am- 
monia were  added,  to  neutralize  the  sulphuric 
acid  set  free  by  the  decomposition  of  the  sulphate 
of  nickel. 

PHOTOGRAPHS  OF  THE  PLEIADES. 

Our  fellow-citizen,  Mr.  Rutherford,  has  re- 
cently obtained  some  admirable  photographs  of 
the  constellation  of  the  Pleiades  ;  and,  by  means 
of  a  very  delicate  micrometer,  has  been  able  to 
measure  the  arcs  which  separate  the  stars  of  this 
group.  Compared  with  the  results  obtained  by 
Bessel  some  years  ago,  almost  absolute  coin- 
cidence was  found  ;  but  an  illustration  of  the  tri- 
umphs of  modern  science  is  shown  in  the  fact, 
that  what  required  eleven  years  for  the  eminent 
German  astronomer  to  ascertain  was  determined 
by  an  American  in  the  course  of  the  observations 
of  a  single  night.  From  the  fact  that  the  rela- 
tive distances  of  the  'stars  of  the  constellation 
have  not  changed  in  the  slightest  degree  during 
the  last  quarter  of  a  century,  it  is  inferred — as 
has  already  been  insisted  upon — that  this  group 
constitutes  the  centre  around  which  our  solar 
system  revolves. 

CLIMBING  HIGH  MOUNTAINS. 

In  a  recent  article  by  Mr.  Lortet  on  the  physi- 
ological effects  of  mountain  climbing,  it  is  stated 
that  the  greatest  elevation  of  any  human  habita- 
tion is  that  of  the  Buddhist  Cloister  of  Ilanle'  in 
Thibet,  established  at  an  altitude  of  about  19,850 
feet.  The  brothers  Schlagiutweit,  during  the 
explorations  of  that  same  region,  camped  out, 
with  the  eight  members  of  their  party,  from  the 
13th  to  the  23d  of  August,  1855,  at  altitudes 
ranging  from  21,855  to  24,387  feet.  The  high- 
est ascent  made  during  the  day,  and  the  loftiest 
yet  reached  by  man  in  climbing,  Avas  29,530  feet. 

The  principal  physiological  phenomena  ob- 
served by  mountain  climbers  have  been  classified, 
according  to  the  different  heights,  as  follows : 

1st,  Respiration. — Respiration  is  accelerated, 
obstructed,  and  laborious,  and  an  extreme  diffi- 
culty of  breathing  is  experienced. 

2d,  Circulation. — Most  travelers  have  noticed 
palpitation,  an  acceleration  of 'the  pulse,  throb- 
bing of  the  carotids,  and  a  sensation  of  fullness 
in  the  blood-vessels,  sometimes  a  threatening  of 
suffocation,  and  even  hemorrhages. 

3d,  Enervation. — A  very  painful  headache  and 
sleepiness,  sometimes  irresistible,  blunting  of  the 
memory,  and  moral  prostration. 

4th,  Digestion. — Thirst,  an  intense  desire  for 
cold  drinks,  dryness  of  the  tongue,  aversion  to 
salt  food,  nausea,  and  eructations. 

5th,  Functions  of  Locomotion. — More  or  less 
pain  in  the  knees  and  legs,  fatigue  in  walking, 
and  rapid  exhaustion  of  strength. 

THE  MAHOVOS. 

Among  other  important  novelties  in  mechan- 
ical science  exhibited  at  the  Paris  Exposition  of 
1867,  and  brought  to  our  notice  by  the  admira- 
ble report  of  Dr.  Barnard,  of  Columbia  College, 
1  is  one  called  the  "mahovos,"  the  invention  of  a 
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Russian  engineer,  which,  it  is  thought,  contains 
the  germ  of  an  important  improvement.  This  is 
intended  to  economize  and  utilize  the  power  of  a 
locomotive  engine,  and  consists  simplj  of  a  pair 
of  fly-wheels  of  immense  weight — started  and 
kept  in  motion  by  the  moving  of  the  train — pro- 
vided with  a  special  tender,  which  runs  imme- 
diately behind  the  engine.  The  practical  appli- 
cation of  the  mahovos  will  be  understood  when 
we  reflect  that  it  is  always  necessary,  in  running 
a  train,  to  have  an  engine  capable  of  surmount- 
ing the  highest  grade  on  the  road,  and  therefore 
more  powerful  than  would  be  required  for  simply 
carrying  the  train  along  a  dead  level,  where,  of 
course,  a  certain  amount  of  power  is  wasted. 
The  object  of  the  mahovos  is  to  store  up  the  sur- 
plus power  and  render  it  available  upon  the  more 
difficult  parts  of  the  ascent,  and  thereby  permit- 
ting a  smaller  engine  to  be  employed,  which 
would  involve  not  only  less  expense  in  the  out- 
set, but  a  reduced  amount  of  wear  and  tear  of 
the  road. 

Referring  to  Dr.  Barnard's  report  for  the  de- 
tails of  the  apparatus,  Ave  may  simply  state  that 
when  the  train  is  started  the  mahovos  is  of  course 
set  in  motion,  and  the  size  of  its  Avheels  and 
axles  is  such  that  a  speed  of  thirty  miles  per  hour 
in  the  train  will  generate  in  the  circumference 
of  the  mahovos  a  velocity  of  four  hundred  and 
sixty-six  feet  per  second  ;  and  as  it  weighs  about 
twenty-six  tons,  this  velocity  is  supposed  to  em- 
body a  living  force  of  more  than  one  hundred 
and  forty-four  millions  of  foot-pounds.  The  ap- 
paratus, of  course,  is  constructed  of  such  mate- 
rial and  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  secure  against 
any  danger  of  bursting  by  centrifugal  force,  a 
matter  of  prime  importance.  As  the  train  moves 
from  a  state  of  rest  the  velocity  of  the  fly-wheels 
is  gradually  accelerated,  and  finally  attains  a 
maximum  corresponding  to  the  maximum  of  the 
velocity  of  the  train.  If  now  the  steam  be  shut 
off"  from  the  engine  the  mahovos  itself  becomes 
a  source  of  driving  power,  and  will  maintain  the 
motion  until  it  has  given  back  the  work  stored 
up  in  it  precisely  as  it  was  first  received.  To 
facilitate  the  necessary  stoppages  the  friction- 
wheels  of  the  apparatus  can  be  lifted  off"  from  the 
running-wheels,  so  as  to  obviate  any  material  loss 
of  power.  But  if  the  stop  is  to  be  for  a  length  of 
time  the  steam  is  shut  off"  at  a  distance  from  the 
station,  so  that  the  power  stored  up  may  carry 
the  train  to  its  journey's  end,  and  thus  exhaust 
itself. 

It  is  also  so  constructed  that  it  may  be  used 
as  a  brake,  an  entire  train  being  stopped  in  twen- 
ty seconds,  which  perhaps  can  scarcely  be  said 
of  any  other  form  of  apparatus  for  this  pur- 
pose. 

The  advantages  to  be  (lerived  from  the  use  of 
the  mahovos  are  summed  up  by  Dr.  Barnard  as 
follows  :  first,  the  diminished  cost  of  railways,  in 
consequence  of  the  admission  of  steeper  grades 
than  are  now  allowed ;  second,  a  reduction  of 
tlie  amount  of  curvature  and  an  increase  of  the 
maximum  radius,  by  which  the  mean  velocity 
may  be  improved  and  the  wear  and  tear  dimin- 
ished; third,  the  reduced  cost  of  maintenance, 
on  account  of  the  reduced  expense  of  the  sub- 
structure ;  fourth,  the  greater  durability  of  the 
rails  and  wheels,  in  consequence  of  being  less  fre- 
quently subjected  to  wear  by  the  brakes ;  fifth, 
the  saving  of  life  and  property,  by  the  use  of  an 


instantaneous  brake  ;  sixth,  great  economy  of 
fuel.  The  precise  value  of  this  apparatus  will 
probably  be  known  before  long,  as  arrangements 
have  been  made  on  some  of  the  Russian  railways 
to  put  it  to  a  thorough  test. 

ELECTRICITY  OF  ATLANTIC  CABLE. 
According  to  Professor  Zantesdeschi,  a  sub- 
marine cable  may  be  considered  as  a  Leyden-jar, 
in  which,  when  the  inner  insulated  wires  are  car- 
rying a  message  from  America  to  Europe,  those 
forming  the  outer  layer  should  reconvey  it  from 
Europe  to  America.  He  therefore  suggests  that 
instruments  be  established  at  each  end  by  which 
the  sender  of  the  message  can  ascertain,  by  the 
indications  at  his  elbow,  whether  his  dispatch  is 
received  at  the  oi3posite  extremity  as  he  trans- 
mits it. 

MR.  CARRINGTON'S  OBSERVATORY. 

Mr.  Carrington,  the  well-known  proprietor  of 
the  astronomical  observatory  at  Red  Hill,  in  En- 
gland, has  recently  published  an  account  of  a  new 
establishment  of  a  similar  character,  which  he  is 
about  putting  into  operation  in  the  village  of 
Churts,  near  Farnham,  and  presenting  some  nov- 
elties in  its  construction.  The  property  in  ques- 
tion contains  a  conical  hill,  sixty  feet  high,  which 
is  entirely  detached ;  and  the  new  observatory 
has  been  sunk  in  the  top  of  this  hill,  so  that  the 
roof  just  peeps  out  over  the  soil.  There  is,  fur- 
thermore, a  dry  well,  six  feet  in  diameter  and 
forty  feet  deep,  communicating  by  a  horizontal 
shaft,  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  feet  long,  with 
the  south  side  of  the  hill,  closed  by  three  door- 
ways. This  well  is  intended  principally  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  clock,  which  requires  a 
position  of  invariable  temperature,  and  also  to 
be  kept  in  an  air-tight  case. 

This  establishment  of  Mr.  Carrington  has  not 
yet  gone  into  operation  ;  but  with  the  advantages 
resulting  from  its  favorable  situation,  including 
that  of  an  equable  temperature,  Ave  are  prepared 
to  learn  of  his  obtaining  results  of  even  greater 
interest  and  A'alue  than  those  published  in  con- 
nection Avith  his  obsen  ations  at  Red  Hill. 

ACTION  OF  SUN'S  RAYS  ON  CHLOROPHYL. 

It  is  well  knoAvn  that  the  green  matter  of  the 
leaA-es  of  plants,  known  as  chlorophyl,  is  pres- 
ent in  the  form  of  granules,  inclosed  in  the  inte- 
rior of  the  cells ;  and  the  observation  Avas  made 
many  years  since  that  the  situation  of  these  gran- 
ules in  the  cells  was  influenced  very  much  by  the 
direct  action  of  the  sun's  light.  Not  much  at- 
tention Avas  paid  to  the  statement  until  quite 
lately,  when  Mr.  Prillieux  rencAved  the  experi- 
ments, and  has  made  an  interesting  announce- 
ment of  the  results  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences 
of  Paris. 

The  plant  upon  which  the  observations  AA'ere 
based  is  a  species  of  moss,  knoAvn  as  the  Funaria 
hygrometrica,  Avhich  is  particularly  adapted  to  the 
purpose,  as  the  leaves  are  formed  of  a  single  lay- 
er of  cellules,  and  are  sufiiciently  transparent  to 
be  readily  examined  by  the  microscope.  When 
the  plant  has  been  kept  for  some  days  in  the  dark 
the  leaf,  on  examination,  exhibits  the  appearance 
of  a  green  net-Avork,  with  a  clear  and  transpa- 
rent ground  betAveen  the  meshes.  The  green  of 
the  chlorophyl  Avill  be  found  aggregated  against 
the  Avails  Avhich  separate  adjacent  cellules,  none 
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being  seen  on  the  upper  or  under  surface  of  the 
leaf.  As  soon,  however,  as  the  plant,  first  laid 
upon  the  stage  of  the  microscope,  is  exposed  to 
the  direct  sunlight  the  grains  of  the  chlorophyl 
will  be  seen  to  leave  the  lateral  or  perpendicular 
walls  of  the  cells  and  attach  themselves  super- 
ficially. They  do  not  remain  constant  even  here, 
but  exhibit  a  motion  among  themselves,  although 
still  occupying  the  same  relative  position  in  the 
cell.  When  the  plant  is  again  placed  in  the 
dark  the  chlorophyl  grains  gradually  resume 
their  position  against  the  lateral  walls,  as  before ; 
again  to  be  drawn  out,  however,  by  the  sun's 
rays,  whenever  exposed  to  them. 

Our  author  finds  that  bright  artificial  light 
answers  the  purpose  as  well  as  that  of  the  sun, 
so  that  the  experiment  can  be  conducted  at 
night  with  entire  satisfaction,  and  invariably  with 
the  same  residt. 

FUNCTIONS  OF  THE  LACHRYMAL  GLANDS. 

Discussions  have  frequently  arisen  as  to  the 
precise  function  of  the  lachrymal  glands,  or  those 
secreting  tears,  although  authors  have  generally 
considered  them  as  specially  connected  with  the 
organs  and  the  phenomena  of  vision.  It  is  now 
suggested,  however,  that  the  true  object  of  the 
tears  is  not  to  lubricate  the  eye,  as  has  been  sup- 
posed, but  to  furnish  moisture  to  the  nasal  pas- 
sages, so  as  to  prevent  them  from  drying  in  con- 
sequence of  the  continued  current  of  air  through 
them.  If  this  hypothesis  be  true  it  will  here- 
after be  necessary  to  consider  the  lachrymal 
glands  as  accessory  to  respiration,  and  closely 
connected  with  it. 

THE  TELICONOGRAPH. 
The  use  of  the  camera  lucida,  in  drawing  ob- 
jects, is  well  understood  by  most  persons,  al- 
though its  applications  have  generally  been  con- 
fined to  articles  at  no  great  distance  from  the 
instrument.  An  ingenious  inventor  has,  howev- 
er, lately  adapted  it  to  a  spy-glass,  by  means  of 
which  it  can  be  applied  to  delineating  remote 
objects,  and  its  utility  thus  materially  increased. 
The  camera,  thus  improved,  bears  the  rather 
unmanageable  name  of  teliconograph,  or  an  in- 
strument for  drawing  pictures  of  objects  at  a 
great  distance.  The  rays  forming  the  image, 
after  passing  through  the  spy-glass  or  telescope, 
strike  the  vertical  face  of  the  prism,  and  are  re- 
flected down  upon  the  paper  in  the  ordinary 
manner,  the  size  of  the  image  depending  upon 
the  distance  of  the  paper  from  the  camera.  This 
instrument  is  said  to  operate  successfully  at  a 
distance  of  several  miles  from  the  object,  and 
has  been  found  very  useful  in  military  opera- 
tions, for  taking  accurate  drawings  of  fortifica- 
tions and  other  works.  Other  applications  sug- 
gested are  in  drawing  the  details  of  distant  parts 
of  a  large  building,  the  faces  of  rocks,  etc. 

THE  DIAMOND  IN  BOHEMIA. 
The  interesting  announcement  has  been  made 
of  the  discovery  of  the  diamond  in  Bohemia,  in 
the  garnet  sands  of  Dlaschkowitz,  on  the  estate 
of  Count  Schonborn,  situated  at  a  distance  of 
about  four  miles  northwest  of  Prague.  This  is 
said  to  be  the  first  positive  indication  of  the 
occurrence  of  this  gem  in  Europe,  as  the  re- 
ported discoveries  in  Ireland  and  Spain  are 
considered  by  no  means  authentic.    The  geo- 


logical associations  of  the  Bohemian  diamond 
are  quite  diflerent  from  those  in  which  it  gener- 
ally has  been  found,  since  it  did  not  occur  be- 
tween the  ancient  and  later  formations  of  the 
primitive  rocks,  and  associated  with  gold  and 
platinum,  but  in  a  comparatively  recent  sedi- 
mentary stratum. 

VOTING  IN  PUBLIC  ASSEMBLIES  BY 
TELEGRAPH. 

Various  arrangements  have  been  devised  and 
brought  to  the  attention  of  deliberative  public 
bodies  for  taking  and  recording  the  votes  on 
any  given  question  by  means  of  electricity.  An 
improved  method  has  lately  been  put  into  use  in 
the  lower  House  of  the  Land  Tag  of  Prussia, 
consisting  of  an  instrument  which,  at  the  mo- 
ment the  vote  is  taken,  exhibits  three  different  tal- 
lies :  First,  the  votes  in  favor  of  the  measure ; 
second,  those  opposed;  and  third,  the  sum  of 
the  favorable  and  unfavorable  votes,  which  serves 
to  check  or  confirm  the  previous  numbers.  In 
addition,  the  instrument  records  on  a  slip  of  pa- 
per the  name  of  each  member,  and  how  he  vot- 
ed ;  and  by  means  of  an  autograph  apparatus 
any  number  of  copies  of  this  list  can  be  produced 
with  great  rapidity.  If  desired,  the  name  of  each 
member  and  the  nature  of  his  vote  can  be  exhib- 
ited to  every  part  of  the  House.  The  machine 
is  operated  by  means  of  a  lever  placed  beside  the 
seat  -of  each  deputy.  A  key,  in  the  possession  of 
the  member  alone,  directs  the  hand  to  yea  or  nay 
as  soon  as  the  vote  is  called. 

ATMOSPHERIC  DUST. 
Much  interest  has  been  excited  by  the  delivery 
and  report  of  a  lecture  given  before  the  Royal 
Institution  of  Great  Britain,  in  January  last,  by 
Professor  Tyndall,  the  subject  being  "A  Lecture 
on  Haze  and  Dust. "  The  general  facts  as  stated 
in  regard  to  the  composition  of  the  motes  and 
floating  particles  in  the  atmosphere  were  not 
specially  new,  but  were  presented  with  great 
clearness,  and  were  illustrated  by  experiment ; 
while  the  practical  inferences  presented  to  the 
notice  of  the  audience  were  very  impressive  and 
startling. 

According  to  Professor  Tyndall,  the  atmos- 
phere is  filled  with  particles  of  organic  matter  in 
much  larger  proportion  than  of  inorganic,  and  is 
made  up  of  portions  of  epithelial  matter,  germs  of 
fungi,  etc.,  to  the  presence  of  which  he  attributes 
the  propagation  of  many  diseases.  The  instinct- 
ive practice  of  putting  the  handkerchief  in  front 
of  the  mouth  when  exposed  to  an  infected  at- 
mosphere the  lecturer  considered  founded  in  rea- 
son, since  by  experiments  the  air,  when  strain- 
ed through  several  thicknesses  of  handkerchief, 
and,  still  better,  through  a  tuft  of  cotton  wool, 
was  found  to  be  almost  entirely  freed  from  im- 
purities, these  becoming  entangled  in  the  vegeta- 
ble fibres.  When  inhalation  takes  place  with- 
out some  strainer  of  the  kind  in  question  the 
impurities  enter  the  lungs,  and,  in  great  part, 
remain  there,  as  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the 
air  exhaled  is  almost  entirely  free  from  them. 
It  is  probable,  therefore,  that  in  many  cases  the 
spread  of  infectious  diseases  may  be  prevented 
by  some  form  of  respirator,  through  which  the 
air  becomes  filtered  in  its  passage  to  the  lungs. 

We  have  not  space  to  reproduce  the  accounts 
of  all  the  interesting  experiments  and  observa- 
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tions  of  Professor  Tyndall ;  but  the  full  report 
of  his  lecture  will  amply  repay  perusal, 

TRUE  SOURCES  OF  THE  NILE. 

After  all  the  many  attempts  that  have  been 
made  to  ascertain  the  sources  of  the  Nile  in  the 
regions  explored  by  Livingstone,  Speke,  and  oth- 
ers, Mr.  Beke,  himself  an  African  explorer  of 
no  mean  rank,  contends  that  the  true  sources  are 
to  be  found  in  the  vast  primitive  forests  of  Olo- 
vihendra,  situated  in  the  western  portions  of 
Southern  Africa,  Avithin  300  miles  of  that  por- 
tion of  the  coast  embracing  the  Portuguese  col- 
ony of  Benguela ;  the  approximate  position  of 
the  heads  of  the  stream  being  probably  between 
11°  30'  and  12°  of  south  latitude,  and  18°  or  19° 
of  west  longitude.  If  this  be  the  case  the  Nile 
must  be  considered  as  the  longest  river  in  the 
world,  extending  across  43  degrees  of  latitude, 
or,  measured  diagonally,  over  one-eighth  part 
of  the  entire  circumference  of  the  globe. 

BROMIDE  OF  POTASSIUM  FOR  CHILDREN. 

Certain  French  physicians  very  strongly  rec- 
ommend the  use  of  bromide  of  potassium  as  a 
method  of  putting  children  to  sleep,  claiming 
that  it  is  far  preferable  to  the  remedies  ordinari- 
ly employed,  especially  those  which  contain  opi- 
um— a  substance  whose  use  for  this  purpose  can 
scarcely  be  too  strongly  reprehended.  It  is  given 
in  doses,  for  very  young  children,  of  from  two  to 
four  grains,  several  times  a  day.  The  sedative 
action  of  this  remedy  is  said  to  be  apparent  the 
first,  or  at  most,  the  second  night,  and  to  con- 
tinue as  long  as  the  medicine  is  administered. 
It  is  found  to  be  extremely  beneficial  during  the 
period  of  teething,  as  it  appears  to  prevent  con- 
vulsions by  means  of  its  anaesthetic  action.  One 
instance  is  mentioned  in  which  a  child,  that  had 
been  subject  for  several  months  to  convulsions,  was 
entirely  cured  after  a  few  days  by  the  bromide. 

DR.  KLEMM'S  MUSEUM. 

The  celebrated  cabinet  of  Dr.  Klemm,  of  Dres- 
den, collected  by  him  as  material  for  his  great 
work  on  the  history  of  the  progress  of  civiliza- 
tion, has  been  off'ered  for  sale ;  and  a  committee 
is  now  engaged  in  soliciting  subscriptions  toward 
its  purchase  for  the  University  of  Leipsic — a  con- 
siderable reduction  in  the  price  being  promised 
by  the  proprietor.  It  can  be  bought,  however, 
for  the  sum  of  $10,000 — a  small  sum,  consider- 
ing that  it  contains  over  forty  thousand  speci- 
mens, illustrating  every  procurable  variety  of 
dress,  of  household  utensils,  implements  of  every 
kind,  etc.,  used  from  very  remote  periods  to  the 
present  time.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that 
this  collection  can  not  be  purchased  for  some 
American  museum  or  institution,  since  nothing 
like  it  could  be  brought  together  at  the  present 
time,  except  at  an  enormous  expense  ;  and  there 
is  a  great  lack  in  our  country  of  such  illustrations 
of  the  progress  of  civilization. 

PROPER  HOUR  FOR  METEOROLOGICAL 
OBSERVATIONS. 

The  announcement  has  recently  been  made 
by  Mr.  Henry  Lucas  that  the  temperature  at 
eight  o'clock  in  the  evening  represents  with  strik- 
ing exactness  the  mean  temperature  of  the  day ; 
so  that,  instead  of  the  three  observations  which 
are  usually  taken,  one  will  answer  all  purposes. 


This  inference  is  given  as  the  result  of  forty  years 
of  careful  observation,  and  the  examination  of 
the  records  of  numerous  observatories.  Among 
other  advantages  suggested  for  the  employment 
of  this  hour  instead  of  the  others,  is  the  fact  that 
professional  or  business  men  who  interest  them- 
selves in  making  meteorological  observations  can 
much  more  generally  attend  to  the  record  of  the 
thermometer  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening  than 
at  any  other  hour  during  the  day,  and  that  at 
this  time  no  precaution  need  be  taken  to  protect 
the  instrument  from  direct  or  reflected  solar  light. 

BLUE  COLOR  OF  FRESH  WATER. 

According  to  a  recent  author,  the  blue  color 
of  certain  fresh  water — such  as  that  of  I-,ake  Ge- 
neva, etc. — is  due  to  the  presence  of  silica  in  a 
state  of  solution. 

PROTOPLASM  IN  THE  SPLEEN. 

The  discovery  of  masses  of  protoplasm  in  the 
spleen  of  embryonic  mammals  was  announced 
several  years  ago ;  and  we  are  now  informed  that 
similar  masses  have  recently  been  observed  in 
the  pulp  of  the  spleen,  even  in  the  adult.  In 
the  rabbit,  pig,  and  dog  they  are  of  a  large  size, 
exceeding  by  several  times  the  magnitude  of  the 
ordinary  cellular  structure  of  the  organs.  When 
examined  fresh  they  are  found  to  be  round,  and 
usually,  though  not  always,  destitute  of  a  nucleus. 

DISCHARGE  OF  LIVING  FISH  FROM 
VOLCANOES. 

It  is  a  curious  fact  that  a  feature  of  volcanic 
discharges  in  South  America  often  consists  in  the 
ejection  of  immense  numbers  of  fish,  usually  of 
one  species,  thrown  out  sometimes  in  such  quan- 
tities as  to  poison  the  air  and  spread  disease  by 
their  exhalations.  The  fish  in  question  belongs 
to  the  same  natural  order  as  the  fresh-water  cat- 
fish, with  which  every  one  in  the  United  States 
is  well  acquainted.  It  has  been  taken  alive  in 
some  of  the  lakes  in  the  sides  of  the  Andes,  at 
an  elevation  of  eight  or  ten  thousand  feet  above 
the  sea ;  and  it  is  supposed  that  these  lakes  com- 
municate with  reservoirs  in  the  interior,  from 
which  the  fish  are  ejected  by  the  volcano.  Speci- 
mens were  obtained  by  Professor  Orton,  on  his 
late  expedition  to  Ecuador,  and  have  been  iden- 
tified as  the  Cijclopmm  humboldtii  of  naturalists. 

It  is  very  remarkable,  however,  that  these 
fish,  although  sometimes  thrown  out  in  a  half- 
boiled  state,  are  generally  uncooked,  and  some 
of  them  indeed  are  alive  when  they  reach  the 
surface  of  the  earth. 

NEW  ATTACHMENT  TO  SEWING-MACHINES. 

It  is  announced  by  a  recent  German  journal 
that  an  ingenious  mechanic  has  lately  invented 
an  attachment  to  the  sewing-machine  by  which 
its  working  is  greatly  facilitated,  and  which  is  ca- 
pable of  bein^  applied  to  any  form  of  the  machine 
in  common  use.  Among  its  other  advantages, 
it  permits  the  machine  to  turn  only  in  one  direc- 
tion, and  thus  prevents  the  danger  of  breaking 
needles  or  thread  consequent  upon  the  reversal 
of  the  proper  motion.  One  foot  or  both  may  be 
used  in  propulsion.  It  also  keeps  the  machine 
in  motion  by  the  ball  of  the  foot,  so  that  the  heels 
and  toes  are  not  called  into  action.  The  de- 
gree of  velocity  of  the  machine  is  regulated  not 
by  the  number  of  movements  of  the  foot,  but  by 
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the  intensity  of  their  motion.  The  thread  is  kept 
in  a  condition  of  uniform  tension,  and  the  ma- 
chine can  be  stopped  in  a  moment  without  tak- 
ing the  hand  from  the  work.  It  is  also  stated 
that,  in  the  case  of  sewing-machines  Avhich  require 
about  150  movements  of  the  foot  to  make  600 
stitches,  the  same  can  be  accomplished  by  the 
new  arrangement  with  30  movements  ;  and,  with 
60  movements  per  minute  (a  rapidity  easily  at- 
tained), 1200  stitches  will  be  made  in  that  time — 
a  very  slight  pressure  of  the  foot  being  sufficient 
to  start  the  apparatus  and  keep  it  in  motion. 
Finally,  it  is  said  that  the  use  of  a  sewing- 
machine,  with  this  attachment,  can  be  learned 
with  much  greater  ease  than  without  it ;  and  that 
even  the  heaviest  kinds  can  be  made  to  attain  a 
great  degree  of  velocity  without  fatiguing  or 
straining  the  operator. 

ELECTRIZING  WINES. 

Mr.  Scoutetten,  in  a  recent  announcement, 
renews  his  assertion  that  a  current  of  electricity 
passed  through  wines  exercises  a  very  positive 
influence  in  ameliorating  and  improving  them, 
and  refers  the  alteration  to  the  decomposition 
of  the  tartrate  of  potassa  by  the  electric  current. 
The  potassa  set  free  neutralizes  the  acid  of  the 
wine,  while  the  tartaric  acid  combines  with  its 
fatty  matter,  and  tends  to  produce  the  ethers 
which  furnish  its  bouxjuet.  He  also  thinks  that 
a  certain  portion  of  water  is  decomposed,  disen- 
gaging the  hydrogen  at  the  negative  pole  and 
oxygen  at  the  positive ;  and  as  oxygen,  in  a 
nascent  state,  possesses  energetic  properties,  it 
produces  new  compounds,  which  give  character 
to  the  old  wines,  and  tend  to  produce  those 
qualities  in  the  new  that  ordinarily  require  much 
time  and  care. 

VAEYING  COLOR  OF  JUPITER'S  BELTS. 

Attention  has  lately  been  called  by  Mr. 
Browning,  and  other  observers,  to  some  very 
remarkable  changes  in  the  color  of  the  great 
equatorial  belt  of  Jupiter.  This  is  usually  of  a 
pearly-white  color ;  but  recently  it  has  exhibited 
a  variety  of  tints  ranging  from  copper-red  to 
chrome-yellow,  with  occasional  tints  of  green. 
The  precise  nature  of  the  causes  which  have  thus 
influenced  the  color  of  the  equatorial  belt  of 
Jupiter  it  is  of  course  difficult  to  determine ; 
although  possibly  this  may  be  connected  with 
certain  peculiarities  of  its  atmosphere.  Mr. 
Browning  suggests  that,  as  Jupiter  is  the  largest 
of  the  members  of  our  solar  system,  excepting 
the  sun  itself,  supposing  it  to  be  of  the  same  age 
as  the  others,  it  retains,  in  consequence  of  its 
bulk,  a  greater  amount  of  its  primitive  heat; 
and  that,  consequently,  the  moisture  in  its  sub- 
stance is  all  vaporized,  forming  the  dense  envel- 
ope visible  to  our  sight. 

The  other  planets  he  supposes  have  cooled  in 
proportion  to  their  size.  Thus  th6  arid  appear- 
ance of  the  moon  may  be  due  to  the  fact  that 
not  only  the  water,  but  the  gases  which  former- 
ly composed  its  atmosphere,  have  been  frozen 
into  a  solid  state,  and  the  whole  of  its  initial 
heat  lost,  in  the  intense  cold  of  space,  the  tem- 
perature of  which  has  been  estimated  by  some 
at  one  hundred  and  thirty  degress  below  zero,  by 
others  at  two  hundred  and  thirty-nine  degrees. 

In  Mars,  again,  a  body  intermediate  in  size 
between  the  earth  and  the  moon,  more  initial 


heat  will  have  been  lost  than  in  the  former,  and 
less  than  in  the  latter ;  and  accordingly  we  And  the 
moisture  of  the  surface  to  be  still  appreciable  in 
the  form  of  ice  at  the  poles,  on  that  planet,  in 
much  larger  proportion  than  on  our  globe. 

Venus,  again,  nearly  of  the  same  size  as  the 
earth,  has  a  dense  vaporous  atmosphere.  Mer- 
cury has  also  a  dense  atmosphere,  which  in  some 
respects,  resembles  that  of  the  earth. 

Mr.  Browning  suggests,  in  conclusion,  that 
in  the  distant  future,  when  Jupiter  has  lost  more 
of  its  heat,  the  vaporous  envelope  will  be  con- 
densed into  water,  and  its  true  disk  will  be  re- 
vealed, of  considerably  less  diameter  than  the 
present.  He  accordingly  trusts  that  careful  ob- 
servations will  be  made  and  recorded  by  astron- 
omers of  the  present  day,  in  order  that  our  suc- 
cessors, after  many  ages,  may  be  able  to  appre- 
ciate the  changes. 

GAMGEE'S  PROCESS  OF  PREPARING  MEAT. 

Among  the  many  methods  suggested,  of  late 
years,  for  preparing  fresh  meat  in  such  a  way  as 
to  admit  of  its  being  carried  long  distances  to 
market,  so  that  it  may  be  furnished  at  a  mode- 
rate rate,  that  of  Professor  Gamgee  promises  to 
be  one  of  the  most  successful.  This  gentleman, 
an  eminent  veterinary  surgeon,  and  atr  the  head 
of  the  Veterinary  College  of  London,  visited  the 
United  States  last  year,  for  the  purpose  of  prose- 
cuting experiments  on  his  new  method  in  Texas ; 
and  it  may  be  recollected  that  while  here  he  ren- 
dered good  service  to  American  agriculture  by 
his  investigations  of  certain  diseases  of  cattle — 
the  Spanish  fever  especially — and  by  a  report 
made  by  him  to  the  Agricultural  JJepartment 
at  Washington.  It  was  in  Texas  that  his  spe- 
cial investigations  in  regard  to  the  preservation 
of  meat  were  prosecuted,  as  the  abundance  of 
cattle,  worth  there  little  more  than  the  value  of 
their  hides,  rendered  it  possible  for  him  to  con- 
duct his  experiments  on  a  large  scale ;  and  it  is  un- 
derstood that  the  exportation  of  fresh  meat  from 
that  State  to  Europe  and  to  the  northern  United 
States,  will  be  prosecuted  vigorously  in  the  future. 

In  Professor  Gamgee's  process,  the  living  ani- 
mal is  first  caused  to  inhale  carbonic  oxide, 
placed  in  a  bag  and  held  over  the  nose,  the  gas 
being  prepared  by  the  action  of  sulphuric  acid 
upon  oxalic  acid.  The  application  of  the  gas, 
of  course,  produces  asphyxia,  and  the  animal 
falls  to  the  ground,  after  which  it  is  bled  and 
dressed  in  the  usual  manner.  Brine  of  the 
proper  strength  is  next  injected  into  the  meat 
by  hydrostatic  pressure,  or  otherwise;  and  it  is 
then  placed,  after  being  cut  up,  in  an  air-tight 
apartment,  from  which  the  air  is  first  exhausted  : 
more  air  is  afterward  admitted,  which  has  first 
passed  tbi'ough  red-hot  charcoal,  so  as  to  con- 
vert the  oxygen  into  carbonic  acid  and  carbonic 
oxide.  In  this  way  all"  the  oxygen  is  removed 
from  the  chamber,  after  which  an  atmosphere 
of  sulphurous  acid  is  introduced  and  is  absorbed 
by  the  meat,  which  is  soon  completely  saturated 
with  it.  The  meat  is  allowed  to  remain  from 
five  to  twenty  days  in  this  atmosphere,  when  it 
may  be  taken  out,  and  it  will  then  keep  perfect- 
ly fresh,  tasting  when  cooked  precisely  like  new- 
ly-killed meat.  There  are  other  details  of  the 
process  which  we  do  not  reproduce,  our  object 
being  simply  to  illustrate  the  principle  by  which 
it  is  made  to  answer  its  desired  end. 
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THE  UNITED  STATES. 

OUR  Record  closes  April  1.  Senator  Sher- 
man's Funding  bill,  whose  provisions  we 
briefly  summarized  in  our  last  Record,  passed  the 
Senate  March  11 ,  by  a  vote  of  32  to  10.  The  prin- 
cipal modification  of  the  bill  was  the  omission  of 
the  section  providing  for  agencies  in  the  chief 
cities  of  Europe  for  the  sale  of  the  new  bonds. 

The  bill  for  the  admission  of  Georgia  came  up 
in  the  House  March  5.  Two  days  later,  in  the 
Senate,  a  bill  was  introduced  for  the  admission 
of  Texas  ;  a  similar  bill  was  passed  in  the  House 
on  the  15th.  The  Senate  passed  the  Texas  bill 
March  29.  The  Georgia  bill  passed  the  House 
on  the  8th,  with  an  amendment  providing  that 
nothing  in  the  act  should  be  construed  to  vacate 
any  of  the  State  offices.  In  connection  Avith  the 
discussion  of  this  bill  in  the  Senate,  the  most  re- 
markable event  of  the  session  occurred  ;  namely, 
a  speech  by  Mr.  Revels,  the  colored  Senator  from 
Mississippi. 

A  bill  for  the  reorganization  of  the  army 
passed  the  House  March  10.  This  bill  reduces 
the  number  of  major-generals  to  three,  and  of 
brigadiers  to  six,  and  establishes  reduced  rates 
of  pay.  The  thirteenth  section,  transferring  the 
Indian  Bureau  to  the  War  Department,  was  re- 
jected. A  similar  bill  was  introduced  in  the 
Senate  March  25.  It  differs  from  the  House 
bill  in  providing  for  a  farther  reduction  of  the 
number  of  enlisted  men — namely,  to  25,000. 

A  joint  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  House 
on  the  14th,  and  by  the  Senate  on  the  15th,  pro- 
viding for  the  payment  to  the  family  of  the  late 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton  of  one  year's  salary  as  As- 
sociate Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court. — Mr.  Cul- 
lom's  bill  to  abolish  polvgamy  was  passed  in  the 
House  March  23,  by  a\'ote  of  94  to  32.— The 
Senate  Judiciary  Committee  on  the  18th  report- 
ed a  resolution  declaring  General  Ames  ineligible 
to  a  seat  in  the  Senate. 

On  the  15th  the  President  sent  to  the  Senate  a 
message  inclosing  a  communication  from  Secre- 
tary Fish,  vshowing  that  thirty  States  had,  up  to 
that  date,  ratified  the  Fifteenth  Amendment. 

The  State  election  in  New  Hampshire,  March 
8,  resulted  in  a  Republican  victory.  The  Repub- 
lican vote  was  34,814  ;  the  Democratic,  25,123. 
Governor  Stearns's  majority  over  all  other  can- 
didates was  1270. 

Colonel  Baker's  expedition  against  the  Piegan 
Indians  has  revived  the  whole  Indian  question. 
The  facts  of  the  expedition  are  the^e  :  The  Pie- 
gans  had  been  wantonly  ravaging  and  murdering 
in  Montana,  and  General  Sheridan,  last  Novem- 
ber, received  permission  from  General  Sherman 
to  punish  them.  Six  companies  of  troops  under 
Colonel  Baker  left  Fort  Shaw,  in  Montana,  Jan- 
uary 19,  marching  north.  They  came  upon  the 
Piegans — a  part  of  the  Blackfeet  nation — on  the 
23d,  near  the  Marias  River.  The  attack  upon  the 
camp  was  made  suddenly,  at  an  early  morning 
hour.  One  hundred  and  seventy-three  Indians 
were  killed,  and  the  camp  was  set  on  fire.  Sur- 
geon Townsend  writes  from  Fort  Shaw  that  no 
women  or  children  were  designedly  killed.  He 
says  that  the  officers  of  the  expedition  assert  that 
more  than  one  hundred  of  these  were  collected  un- 
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hurt  after  the  firing  ceased,  and  that  a  consider- 
able number  of  wounded  were  saved. 

General  Sheridan,  writing  to  General  Sherman 
March  18,  about  this  affair,  says  that  he  has  five 
thousand  miles  of  frontier  settlements  in  his  com- 
mand, and  that  his  duty  is  to  protect  families 
from  the  outrages  of  the  Indians.  Since  1862 
he  estimates  that  twelve  huncJred  whites  have 
been  murdered  within  the  limits  of  his  command, 
"  the  men  scalped,  the  women  ravished,  and  the 
brains  of  their  children  dashed  out."  He  adds  : 
"I  have  no  hesitation  in  making  my  choice.  I 
am  going  to  stand  by  the  people  over  whom  I  am 
placed,  and  give  them  Avhat  protection  I  can.  We 
have  not  the  troops  to  place  at  each  man's  house 
to  defend  it,  and  have  sometimes  to  take  the  of- 
fensive, to  punish  for  crimes  already  committed, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  perpetration  of  others. 
In  taking  the  ofrensive  I  have  to  select  that  sea- 
son when  I  can  catch  the  fiends,  and  if  a  village 
is  attacked,  and  women  and  children  killed,  the 
responsibility  is  not  with  the  soldier,  but  with  the 
people  whose  crimes  necessitated  the  attack." 

General  Sheridan  alludes  to  another  matter  in 
this  connection  which  certainly  demands  the  se- 
rious consideration  of  the  Government.  He  says 
that,  even  after  the  Indian  has  been  forced  to  the 
reservation,  he  can  only  be  protected  in  his  rights 
while  there  by  the  troops  keeping  off  the  emi- 
grants who  encroach  on  his  land.  ' '  The  Chey- 
ennes,  Arrapahoes,  Camanches,  Kioways,  and 
Apaches  have  just  been  forced  on  by  the  troops. 
During  the  last  year,  as  soon  as  I  withdrew  the 
troops  from  the  Sac  and  Fox  Reservation,  the 
emigrants  took  possession.  A  flood  of  emigra- 
tion, almost  ten  thousand  strong,  moved  in  solid 
mass  and  occupied  the  Osage  Reservation,  be- 
cause there  were  no  troops  there  to  kscj)  them 
off.  All  the  other  reservations  on  which  the  In- 
dian may  yet  be  placed  will  be  lost  in  the  same 
manner  unless  guarded  by  the  military." 

Apropos  of  the  article  published  in  our  last 
Number,  "The  Indian :  What  we  should  do  with 
Him,"  General  Hazen  writes  as  follows : 

"What  we  must  do  with  the  Indian,  sooner 
or  later — the  sooner  the  better — is  to  place  him 
on  reservations,  first  of  every  thing  ;  not  only  to 
keep  him  from  collision  with  white  men,  but 
that  we  may  get  our  hands  on  him.  Until  this 
is  done,  nothing  whatever  can  be  accomplished 
with  him.  All  the  legislation  in  Christendom 
can  no  more  reach  him  than  it  does  the  birds. 
Having  placed  him  there,  apply  the  humanizing 
powers.  These  will  certainly  have  their  effect ; 
not  that  they  will  at  once  make  statesmen  of  the 
Indians,  but  this  policy  will  have  its  effects,  with 
slow  beginnings  and  final  success.  It  does  even 
with  brutes,  and  it  can't  help  succeeding  with 
men,  women,  and  children. 

"The  Quakers  are  the  most  effective  people 
for  this  latter  purpose^  for  they  carry  into  their 
work  something  of  a  fanatical  conviction  of  duty, 
akin  in  a  less  degree  to  the  old  work  of  the  Jesuits. 
Until  they  are  so  placed,  no  civil  agents  have  any 
authority  over  Indians  who,  tlms  situated,  know 
only  military  power.  This  distinction  should  be 
made  in  this  field  of  duty. 

"  It  makes  no  sort  of  difference  who  supervises 
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this  work,  the  array  or  others,  only  it  should  be 
done  harmoniously.  The  army  must  and  can  deal 
only  with  wild  Indians  outside  of  reservations." 

rierre  Soule'  died  at  New  Orleans  ISIarch  26, 
aged  sixty-nine. — General  George  H.  Thomas 
died  at  San  Francisco  March  28,  of  an  attack  of 
apoplexy.    He  was  in  his  fifty-fourth  year. 
CENTRAL  AMERICA. 

General  Quesada,  in  an  interview  with  the  Sen- 
ate Committee  on  Military  Affairs  on  the  9th, 
made  a  few  statements  as  to  the  situation  in 
Cuba.  The  Cubans,  he  said,  held  at  least  two- 
thirds  of  the  island.  They  possessed  no  sea-port 
town  and  none  of  the  large  cities,  not  because 
they  had  not  the  ability  to  capture  them,  but  be- 
cause, from  their  lack  of  arms  and  ammunition, 
they  could  not  hold  them.  The  Cuban  army, 
he  said,  numbers  between  50,000  and  (50,000  ef- 
fective men ;  but  a  large  portion  of  these  were 
armed  with  swords  and  sabres  only.  Could  they 
be  supplied  with  arms  the  contest  for  independ- 
ence would  be  brief. — Zamora,  the  murderer  of 
Greenwalth,  was  executed  on  the  5th. 

The  revolution  in  Mexico,  which  was  so  threat- 
ening in  its  first  stages,  appears  to  have  been 
finally  unsuccessful,  the  Government  having 
maintained  its  ground  against  the  insurgents. 
EUROPE. 

In  the  House  of  Commons,  February  28,  IMr. 
Childers,  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  presented 
the  estimates  for  naval  expenditures,  amounting 
to  nine  and  one-quarter  millions  sterling.  A 
great  portion  of  this  outlay  was  required  for  the 
building  of  the  iron-clads.  The  iron-clad  fleet 
would  consist  of  two  broadside  ships  of  the  lar- 
gest size,  six  of  the  second-class,  nine  of  the  third, 
eight  of  the  fourth,  four  of  the  fifth,  and  two  of 
the  sixth.  Of  turret-ships  there  would  be  two 
of  the  first  class,  five  of  the  second,  and  two  of 
the  third.  Besides  these  there  was  a  number 
of  smaller  iron  vessels.  This  fleet  would  place 
England  on  a  footing  with  the  highest  naval  pow- 
er in  the  world. — The  Irish  Land  bill  passed  to 
its  second  reading,  March  11,  by  a  vote  of  422  to 
11. — A  bill  has  passed  its  first  reading  institu- 
ting voting  by  ballot  instead  of  viva  voce. — A  tel- 
egram from  London,  February  28,  announced 
the  successful  completion  of  the  submarine  cable 
communication  between  Bombay  and  Aden. 

The  Journel  Officiel  of  IMarch  22  contains  a 
letter  from  the  French  Emperor  to  his  Prime 
Minister,  ]\I,  Emile  Ollivier,  in  which  he  urges 
the  adoption  of  all  reforms  "which  will  restore 
constitutional  government  to  France,  in  order  to 
put  an  end  to  that  immoderate  desire  for  change 
which  possesses  certain  spirits,  who  disturb  the 
public  mind  by  their  belief  in  the  instability  of 
the  present  regime.'''  The  Emperor  lays  especial 
stress  upon  those  reforms  which  touch  the  consti- 
tution and  the  prerogatives  of  the  Senate.  In 
the  Senate,  on  the  28th,  M.  Rouher  presiding, 
Minister  Ollivier  read  the  project  of  a  Senatus 
Consultum,  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the 
Emperor's  letter.  It  makes  important  changes 
in  the  prerogatives  of  the  Senate.  Hereafter  the 
legislative  power  is  to  be  divided  betAveen  the 
Emperor,  the  Senate,  and  the  Coi-ps  Legislatif ; 
the  number  of  Senators  must  be  one-third  less 
than  that  of  the  Deputies  ;  former  articles  giving 
the  constituent  power  to  the  Senate  are  abro- 
gated ;  and  the  constitution  henceforth  may  be 


changed  by  the  voice  of  the  people  on  the  pro- 
posal of  the  Emperor. — The  trial  of  Prince  Bo- 
naparte for  the  murder  of  Victor  Noir  was  com- 
menced at  Tours  by  the  High  Court  of  France, 
March  21.  On  the  27th  the  Prince  was  acquit- 
ted on  all  the  points  of  the  indictment,  but  Vvas 
compelled  to  pay  25,000  francs  damages  to  the 
Noir  family.  The  Emperor  has  requested  the 
Prince  to  leave  France. — Count  INIontalembert, 
the  leader  of  the  Liberal  Catholic  party  in  France, 
died  at  Paris  on  the  13tli. 

Pope  Pius  IX.  has  thus  far  found  it  extremely 
difficult  to  procure  a  recognition  of  papal  infalli- 
bility. France,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Austria 
are  all  reported  to  have  intimated  their  opposi- 
tion. The  King  of  Bavaria  supports  Dr.  Dol- 
linger  in  his  protest.  The  American  Bishops 
have  united  with  the  German  in  refusing  their 
assent  to  the  dogma.  The  French  Bishops  of 
Besancon  and  Nevers  lead  the  opposition  to  the 
Pope's  claim.  Early  in  the  month  his  Holiness 
had  a  schema  on  infallibility  distributed  among 
the  members  of  the  Council.  It  insists  upon 
supreme  and  complete  primacy,  and  asserts  that 
"  the  Roman  Pontifi',  of  whom  it  was  said  in  the 
person  of  Peter  by  Christ,  '  I  have  prayed  for 
all,'  can  not  err  when  acting  as  supreme  teacher 
of  all  Christians." 

A  law  abolishing  the  death  penalty  has  been 
adopted  in  the  Prussian  Chambers  by  a  large 
majority,  notwithstanding  the  opposition  of  Count 
Von  Bismarck. 

Prince  Henri  de  Bourbon  was  killed  in  a  duel 
with  the  Duke  de  Montpensier,  fought  near  Mad- 
rid on  the  12th  March.  It  grew  out  of  an  inso- 
lent letter  written  by  the  Prince  to  the  friends  of 
the  Duke.  The  Prince  fell  dead  at  the  third 
fire,  shot  through  the  head. — On  the  14th  March 
General  Prim  was  assailed  in  the  streets  of  Mad- 
rid by  an  anti-conscription  mob,  but  he  succeed- 
ed in  making  his  escape. — A  new  loan  bill  for 
fen  millions  sterlmg  was  passed  in  the  Cortes 
March  21.  The  Unionists  moved  an  amend- 
ment, which  was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  123  to 
117.  The  defeat  of  the  Unionists  led  to  tlie 
withdrawal  from  the  Cabinet  of  Admiral  Topete. 
Admiral  Beranger  takes  his  place. 

ASIA. 

On  the  23d  of  January  the  United  States  ship 
Oneida,  Commander  E.  H.  Williams,  left  Yoko- 
hama, homeward-bound,  after  a  cruise  of  about 
three  years  in  the  ports  of  China  and  Japan  ;  and 
on  the  evening  of  that  day  was  run  down  by  the 
Bombay.,  a  British  steamer,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain A.  W.  Eyre,  and  sank  within  ten  minutes 
after  the  collision.  Her  crew  numbered  1 76  of- 
ficers and  men,  of  whom  56  only  survived  the 
disaster.  Before  the  sinking  of  the  Oneida  her 
guns  were  fired,  and  eveiy  possible  effort  was 
made  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  officers  of 
the  Bombay ;  these  efforts  were  made  in  vain,  al- 
though the  latter  vessel  received  such  severe  in- 
juries from  the  collision  herself  as  ought  to  have 
suggested  the  humanity  of  an  inquiry  into  the 
condition  of  the  American  vessel.  The  Oneida 
had  lost  all  but  three  of  her  small  boats  in  a 
typhoon,  and  one  of  these  was  cut  in  two  by  the 
collision.  The  officers  of  the  vessel  behaved  with 
a  self-sacrificing  heroism  that  reflects  honor  upon 
themselves  and  the  naval  service.  Captain  Eyro 
has  since  been  suspended  for  six  months. 


irauitr. 


WITH  the  present  Number  closes  the  Forti- 
eth Volume  of  the  Magazine.  Two  hun- 
dred and  forty  times  has  it  politely  made  obei- 
sance to  an  army  of  readers,  larger  in  numbers 
to-day  than  at  any  time  during  its  previous  his- 
tory ;  larger,  too,  than  has  ever  been  attained  by 
any  other  monthly  periodical  printed  in  the  En- 
glish language.  From  the  outset  the  Drawer 
has  constituted  a  prominent  department  of  the 
Magazine,  and  has  come  to  be  recognized  as  a 
sort  of  bureau  to  which  is  forwarded  the  cream 
of  the  current  wit  and  humor  of  the  country. 
To  the  wits  and  wags  who  have  contributed  to 
this  pleasant  department  our  thanks  are  cordially 
tendered,  and  whenever  any  member  of  our  great 
constituency  hears  of  things  neat  and  juicy,  let 
him  or  her  make  a  note  of  them,  as  Shakspeare 
saith,  "for  the  general  joy  of  the  whole  com- 
pany."   

Apropos  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cumming,  who  had 
a  little  correspondence  with  the  Pope  about  com- 
ing to  the  Council,  much  to  the  general  Roman 
Catholic  merriment.  The  modesty  of  the  Doc- 
tor's proposition  is  very  neatly  hit  off  by  Cornelius 
O'Dowd,  who  says  that  the  Doctor  meekly  sup- 
posed that  his  little  bag}3ipe  might  add  a  bit  to 
the  effect  of  the  grand  oratorio  at  Rome. 

"You  acknowledged  I  was  your  son  a  few 
days  ago,"  cries  Dr.  Cumming,  reproachfully. 

"I  don't  know  that  I  did,"  replies  the  Pope; 
"but  as  I  have  a  very  large  illegitimate  femily, 
it's  not  impossible  you  may  belong  to  them.  At 
all  events,  I  don't  desire  your  company  when  I 
am  entertaining  my  respectable  relations." 

We  rather  hold  to  the  opinion  that  Pius  IX. 
is  partly  indebted  for  his  longevity  to  the  love  of 
the  humorous  that  is  one  of  his  prominent  char- 
acteristics. The  good  man  is  now  seventy-eight, 
and  even  the  weighty  matters  that  press  upon 
him  during  the  sessions  of  the  Oecumenical  do 
not  prevent  his  thorough  enjoyment  of  the  pass- 
ing good  things.  It  has  been  said  that  the  most 
superb-looking  members  of  the  Council  are  the 
Oriental  prelates,  but  they  are  not  much  given  to 
ablution — in  fact,  they  are  dirty.  One  of  these 
unclean  functionaries  was  invited  to  an  interview 
with  his  Holiness.  The  Oriental  bishop  could 
not  speak  a  word  of  Italian,  French,  or  English 
— nothing  but  a  curious  Latin,  Arabic,  and  Chal- 
dee.  The  interpreter  carried  on  the  conversa- 
tion. Before  going  he  asked,  as  usual,  the  Papal 
benediction.  Now  be  it  remembered  that  his 
Holiness  is  one  of  the  cleanest,  neatest  old  men 
in  the  world.  He  takes  a  cold  sponge-bath  every 
morning,  and  when  you  see  him  in  his  nice  white 
clothes,  notice  his  fresh  healthy  face,  handsome 
hands,  and  thoroughly  well-kept  appearance,  you 
can  not  help  thinking  of  a  hearty  fat  baby  just 
out  of  the  morning  nursery  toilet ;  for  the  white 
skull-cap  and  silvery  hair  add  to  this  illusion. 
Imagine  then  what  such  a  clean  old  man  must 
have  felt  while  breathing  the  odor  of  this  Oriental 
species  of  prelatical  sanctity. 

When  asked  for  his  benediction,  the  Pope 
turned  to  those  who  surrounded  him,  and  said, 
with  an  expression  peculiarly  Roman — for  these 


Romans  are  the  most  witty,  sarcastic  people  in 
the  world : 

"Are  you  very  sure  this  bishop  does  not  un- 
derstand Italian  ?" 

"Very  sure.  Holy  Father." 

"Well,  then,"  said  his  Holiness,  in  Italian, 
drawing  himself  up  before  the  kneeling,  unclean 
man,  "  Dirty  and  ugly  as  thou  art,  I  bless  thee," 
etc.,  etc.,  etc. 


Hans  Breitmann  has  excited  afresh  the  risi- 
bles  of  his  readers  by  the  publication  of  another 
book  of  ballads.  Among  its  drolleries  is  the 
development  of  a  miracle  that  occurred  dur- 
ing the  late  troubles,  showing  that  the  whisky 
ring  are  depraved  enough  to  make  the  church 
a  hiding-place  for  illicit  corn-juice.  Thus  does 
Breitmann  expose  the  fraud : 

"I  know  a  liddle  shoorsh  mineself, 

Oopon  de  Bole  Jack  road 
(De  rebs  vonce  shot  dree  Federals  dere, 

Ash  into  shoorsh  dey  goed). 
Dere  you  might  make  a  bilcrimage, 

Uud  do  id  in  a  tay: 
Gott  only  knows  vot  dings  you  mighdt 

Bick  oop,  oopon  de  vay."' 

Denn  oop  dere  shpoke  a  coutrapand, 

Vas  at  de  tent  id's  toor — 
"Dere's  twenty  bar'ls  of  whisky  hid 

In  dat  tabernacle,  shore. 
A  rebel  he  done  gone  and  put 

It  in  de  cellar,  true, 
No  libin  man  dat  secret  knows 

*Cept  only  me  an'  you." 

Der  Stossenheim  he  grossed  himself, 

Und  knelt  peside  de  fence, 
TJnd  gried:  "O  Coptain  Breitmann,  see, 

Die  finger  Providence." 
Der  Breitmann  deed  his  liat  afay, 

Says  he,  "Pe 't  hit  or  miss, 
/  ye  heard  of  miragles  j>Pfore, 

Boot  none  so  hunk  ash  dis." 


Recorder  PIackett  is  not  the  only  judicial 
functionary  who  in  an  extremely  clear  and  con- 
cise style  of  charge  gives  a  jury  the  root  of  the 
matter.  We  have  in  a  recent  English  magazine 
the  report  of  a  case  where  a  student  of  Trinity 
College  was  placed  in  the  dock,  charged  with  a 
petty  theft  committed  in  a  shop,  and  the  defense 
was,  his  station  in  life,  his  prepossessing  appear- 
ance, and  his  family.  The  judge  charged  in  these 
words  :  "Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  this  is  a  short 
issue ;  the  prisoner  at  the  dock  is  a  young  gen- 
tleman of  attractive  manners  and  irreproachable 
connection,  who  stole  a  pair  of  silk  stockings — 
and  you  will  find  accordingly. " 


"  The  Hon,  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  of  Geor- 
gia, has  recovered  from  his  .recent  attack  of  se- 
vere illness. " 

At  the  time  we  write,  this  paragraph  meets  the 
public  eye  in  nearly  every  newspaper  in  the  coun- 
try, and  enables  an  old  and  favorite  contributor 
to  various  departments  of  this  Magazine  to  tell 
the  following  story : 

Twenty-five  years  ago  we  had  a  political  corre- 
spondence with  Mr.  Stephens,  called  forth  by  our 
mutual  admiration  and  support  of  Mr.  Clay. 
When  General  Scott  was  a  candidate  for  the 
Presidency  Mr.  Stephens  was  a  member  of  Con- 
gress, and,  being  in  Washington,  we  determined 
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to  make  his  acquaintance.  Passing  up  Pennsyl- 
vania Avenue,  with  Mr.  Stephens's  hotel  address 
in  our  hands,  our  attention  was  suddenly  arrested 
by  the  appearance  of  a  person  who  seemed  to  be 
in  the  very  last  stages  of  a  consuming  sickness. 
It  Avas  to  us  a  miracle  that  any  one  so  attenuated 
and  wasted  away  in  flesh,  so  wobegone  in  ex- 
pression, could  command  strength  enough  to 
move  unassisted  along  the  pavement.  _  Startled 
and  curious,  we  gazed  at  the  disappearing  form, 
and  finally,  to  give  some  relief  to  our  sympathetic 
curiosity,  we  asked  a  Jehu  standing  near  by  : 
"Who  is  that  man?" 

"  That  man,"  said  the  coachman,  pointing  his 
whip  disdainfully  after  the  apparition that 
man,"  he  repeated,  and  his  face  assumed  a  look 
of  complete  disgust — "that  man,"  the  words  the 
third  time  being  uttered  with  a  diabolical  sneer, 
"is  one  of  the  most  contemptible  and  unprinci- 
pled cheats  in  Washington." 

We  expressed  our  surprise  at  such  a  sweeping 
denunciation  against  an  invalid,  and  begged  to 
know  the  name  of  such  a  reprehensible  individual. 

"Why,  it's  Aleck  Stephens,  of  Georgia,"  said 
the  fellow,  with  evident  surprise  at  our  ignorance. 

"And  what  has  he  done?"  we  asked,  with 
some  warmth.  "  What  could  such  an  honorable 
gentleman,  and  distinguished  member  of  Con- 
gress do,  to  justify  you  in  speaking  that  way  of 
him?" 

"Why,  you  see,"  said  the  fellow,  with  an  af- 
fectation of  meekness — "you  see,  we  licensed 
hackmen  of  Washington  city  get  five  dollars  for 
attending  a  Congressman's  funeral — it's  one  of 
our  ;>a?^quisites — and  we  have  had  our  eye  on 
Aleck  Stephens  for  this  four  years  iis  being  as 
good  as  five  dollars  in  our  pocket,  but.  he  keeps 
moving  about  and  cheating  us  out  of  our  just 
rights." 

And  so  has  this  remarkable  man  for  a  quarter 
of  a  century  lived  on,  in  spite  of  what  appears  to 
be  the  most  unfavorable  circumstances,  perform- 
ing meanwhile  an  amount  of  intellectual  labor 
that  justly  places  him  among  the  leading  minds 
and  most  industrious  men  of  the  country. 


A  FRESH  anecdote  of  Tom  Corwin,  from  a 
legal  friend : 

Some  years  ago,  during  the  session  of  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  in  ,  Ohio,  the  iMethodist  Church 

was  blessed  with  a  revival.  Good  old  Father 
Collins  had  preached  a  powerful  sermon,  to  hear 
which  had  gathered  many  people,  including  all 
the  lawyers  of  the  town,  crowding  the  large, 
barn-like  place  to  its  utmost  capacity.  Father 
Collins  saw  his  opportunity,  and  used  it.  On 
this  occasion  he  was  more  than  usually  eloquent. 
He  persuaded,  exhorted,  commanded.  He  v>'ould 
not  be  denied.  Corwin  Avas  there,  and  when 
asked  Avhat  he  thought  of  Father  Collins,  said : 
"Think  of  him  ?  Talk  of  men  being  brought  to 
their  feet  by  the  power  of  eloquence — that's  no- 
thing compared  with  Collins!  Why,  after  he 
had  talked"  to  them,  all  he  had  to  do  Avas  to 
stretch  out  his  hand  and  say,  '  Come  !'  and  they 
marched  straight  forAvard,  Avhether  they  Avanted 
to  or  not.    He'd  single  them  out  by  name.  John 

M         stood  next  to  me,  and  Father  Collins 

called  out,  'John  M  ,  come  up  here — right 

up !'  and  he  Avent ;  and  all  I  could  do  to  keep 
from  going  too  Avas  to  hold  my  arm  tight  around 
the jVce  [the  rough  column  supporting  the  roof]. 


and  gnaAv.  And  then  Collins  called  out,  '  You, 
Tom  CorAvin,  come  up — come  right  up !'  But 
I  held  on,  and  gnaAved  and  gnawed  till  I  had 
gnawed  that  j  ice  half  through  ;  and  that  Avas  the 
only  Avay  I  could  keep  from  going  forward  too  I" 
Tough  experience ! 


In  these  days  of  incompatibility,  Avhen  passen- 
gers per  rail  in  Indiana,  on  iirriving  at  the  capi- 
tal, are  informed  in  stentorian  tones  by  the  Con- 
ductor, "  Indianapolis! — cars  stop  fifteen  minutes 
for  divorce .'"  it  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  there 
are  instances  Avhere  the  causes  for  a  diss-olution 
of  the  marriage  tie  seem  to  rise  to  the  exigency 
of  the  case.  For  example :  In  Ann  Arbor, 
Michigan,  reside  a  married  couple  Avho  liave 
each  attained  the  adA'anced  age  of  ninety-four 
years,  and  for  seventy-tAvo  years  have  lived  to- 
gether. Until  Avithin  a  fcAv  years  their  Avedded 
life  has  been  entirely  happy.  Now  they  are 
childish,  and  both  insist  strenuously  on  having 
their  OAvn  Avay.  Recently  the  old  gentleman 
opened  a  AvindoAV-blind  to  let  the  sunlight  into 
their  room.  The  old  lady  objected,  as  it  Avould 
fiide  the  carpet,  Avhich  she  had  made  more  than 
half  a  century  ago  in  Vermont,  and  closed  it 
Avith  a  slam,  saying  at  the  same  time,  ' '  My  mo- 
ther always  told  me  that  I  never  could  live  Avitli 
you  if  I  married  you,  and  I've  a  good  mind  to 
get  a  divorce  and  go  home !" 

"  We  young  married  descendants  of  the  fourth 
generation  are  discussing  the  j)oint  Avhether  it  is 
not  our  duty  to  assist  the  venerable  lady  in  ac- 
complishing her  Avishes,  rather  than  have  her 
endure  a  long  life  of  misery  now  in  prospect!" 


Ijiagine  yourself  a  Avitness  of  the  following: 
During  rebellion  times,  AA'hen  churches  Avere  few 
in  the  far  West,  quarterly  meetings  Avere  held  in 
the  largest  obtainable  halls,  and  in  both  prayer 
and  sermon  allusion  to  the  condition  of  public 
affairs  seemed  unavoidable.  At  one  of  these 
meetings  in  ,  Iowa,  the  sermon  of  the  pre- 
siding elder  Avas  so  largely  political,  so  fervid 
and  patriotic,  that  immediately  on  its  conclusion 
a  Union-loving  party  seized  the  starry  banner 
that  stood  in  a  corner,  and  unfurling  and  Avaving 
it  aloft,  struck  up  that  good  old  anthem,  "  Rally 
round  the  flag,  boys ! "  and  the  Avay  in  Avhich  the 
boys  joined  in  the  chorus  AA'as  lusty,  though  dis- 
gustful to  the  presiding  elder.  Fact  is,  you  never 
can  tell  how  such  things  will  come  out ! 


The  folloAving  is  a  verbatim  copy  of  a  letter 
recentlv  received  by  the  Recorder  of  KanaAvha 
County,  West  Virginia,  authorizing  him  to  issue 
a  marriage  license  to  Estil  Toten,  of  Coal  River, 
in  that  county : 

CoALD  EiVEB  Cain  bransh 
Kanawha  Co  AA'  Va 
Feb  the  1  1870 

Mr  Clerk  of  seel  Co 

this  dav  and  dat  I  give  you  leaf  to  ishue  raareg  li- 
sensis  to  Estel  to  tan  and  Mary  J  Harless  my  dorter 

Wm  a  Haeless 


Some  thirty  years  ago  the  Rev.  Dr.  T  , 

then  quite  a  young  man,  Avas  settled  over  a  soci- 
ety not  a  thousand  miles  from  New  York.  Pos- 
sessing considerable  executive  ability,  he  soon 
had  his  people  Avell  in  hand,  and  ruled  them  Avitli 
vigorous  Avatchfulness.  They  submitted  to  the 
discipline,  but,  at  times,  Avere  rather  restiA^e. 
By-and-by  the  Doctor  began  to  be  sought  by 
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societies  elsewhere,  and  "calls"  were  occasion- 
ally extended,  which,  though  declined,  he  was 
nevertheless  careful  to  mention  with  proper  com- 
placency to  his  people.  Finally,  on  receiving  a 
pressing  invitation  to  an  important  position,  he 
took  occasion  to  expatiate  on  the  frequency  with 
which  these  "  calls"  were  coming,  and  closed  by 
saying  it  seemed  to  be  the  will  of  Providence 
that  he  should  leave  them.  Hardly  had  he 
touched  his  seat  when  one  of  his  most  intelligent 
parishioners  arose,  and  said,  "Brethren,  I  don't 
think  it  safe  or  wise  for  this  church  to  oppose  the 
will  of  Providence!"  No  use!  resignation  ac- 
cepted.   Sometimes  it  will  happen  so. 

When  the  Delaware  runs  high  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Port  Jervis  it  is  somewhat  difficult 
crossing,  making  it  especially  annoying  to  parties 
living  on  opposite  sides  of  the  stream  from  the 
parson  when  matrimony  is  contemplated.-  In 
the  early  time,  when  Port  Jervis  was  a  frontier 
settlement,  and  Parson  Van  Benschoten  minis- 
tered to  the  Reformed  Dutchmen  of  the  bailiwick, 
he  Avas  called  \ipon  to  marry  a  couple  under  dif- 
ficulties. The  stream  was  so  high  and  rapid  that 
to  "skilf"  across  was  impossible.  He  appeared 
on  one  bank,  they  upon  the  other — the  best  they 
could  do.  Amidst  and  oversounding  the  din  of 
waters  he  tied  hard  the  nuptial  knot,  and  pro- 
nounced them  man  and  wife,  adding,  with  sten- 
torian emphasis,  as  he  saw  them  gayly  ascending 
the  hill,  ' '  I  say  !  you  can  leave  the  money  at  Haw- 
kins sV' 


From  a  Rochester  lady,  who  last  year  traveled 
in  Colorado,  this : 

"Among  others,  I  met  a  German  lady  who 
certainly  spoke  English,  but  who  experienced 
some  difficulty  in  the  use  of  words  having  a  dis- 
tinction without  a  difference.  She  gravely  in- 
formed me  that  she  intended  going  to  Denver,  to 
spend  a  pair  of  days. 

"  On  another  occasion  I  met  a  young  lady  who 
had  recently  been  bereaved  of  several  members 
of  her  family  since  she  had  removed  to  the  far 
West.  Intending  to  be  most  sympathetic,  I  said, 
'It  must  have  been  a  great  trial  to  have  the 
grave  of  a  friend  made  in  that  new  country.' 
To  which  she  replied,  in  tears,  but  wishing  to 
take  the  bright  side  of  the  subject,  '  Why,  it's  a 
good,  sandy  soilT'^ 

A  LITTLE  chap  had  a  dirty  face,  and  his  teach- 
er told  him  to  go  and  wash  it.  He  went  away, 
and  after  a  few  minutes  came  back  with  the  low- 
er part  of  his  countenance  tolerably  clean,  while 
the  upper  part  was  dirty  and  wet. 

"Johnny,"'  said  the  teacher,  "  why  didn't  you 
wash  your  face  ?" 

"I  did  wash  it,  Sir." 

"You  didn't  wipe  it  all  over,  then." 

' '  I  did  wipe  it  as  high  up  as  my  shirt  would  go. " 


And  here  is  a  case  of  special  pleading  worthy 
of  Mr.  Evarts,  or  Mr.  S.  S.  Cox,  or  Mr.  J.  E. 
Burrill,  or  Mr.  J.  E.  Develin :  "Oh,  Tommy, 
that  was  abominable  in  you,  to  eat  your  little  sis- 
ter's share  of  the  cake  !"  "Why,"  said  Tommy, 
"didn't  you  tell  me,  ma,  that  I  was  always  to 
take  her  part 


"I  DO  wish  you  would  behave  I"  said  a  Toy 
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to  his  little  sister,  in  a  fit  of  impatience.  "Don't 
speak  so  to  your  sister,"  said  mamma;  "she  is 
a  good  little  girl,  on  the  whole."  "I  don't  see 
where  the  good  comes  in, "  he  replied.  ' '  It  comes 
in  right  after  the  a,"  said  the  little  bepraised. 
Wasn't  she  smart? — or  "just  as  cunnin'  as  she 
could  be  ?" 


"  Mammy!"  said  a  little  fellow,  just  big  enough 
to  gobble  doughnuts,  but  who  didn't  like  to  rock 
the  cradle  of  his  baby  brother,  of  whom  he  pro- 
fessed to  be  very  fond — very — "Mammy  !  if  the 
Lord's  got  any  more  babies  to  gi\Q  away,  dont 
you  take  'em.'' 

To  "start  the  tune"  in  a  country  congregation, 
where  the  starter  is  not  an  expert,  is  rather  a 
tough  job.  We  are  favored  with  an  instance : 
A  clergyman,  preaching  in  a  rm'al  parish,  com- 
menced the  usual  religious  exercises  with  a  hymn. 
The  choir,  having  commenced  with  several  voices 
out  of  tune,  "jangled"  through  the  first  A'erse. 
Attempting  to  improve  in  singing  the  next,  they 
broke  down  and  gave  up  entirely.  After  the 
succeeding  exercises,  the  clergyman  read  anoth- 
er hymn  of  six  verses,  without  expecting  it  to  be 
sung.  An  attempt  was  made,  however,  by  the 
Avhole  choir,  Avhich  resulted,  as  before,  in  com- 
plete failure.  One  young  lady,  mortified,  per- 
haps, by  such  an  exhibition  of  discord,  or  urged 
by  religious  zeal,  went  on  with  tremulous  yet 
tuneful  voice,  and  sang  the  remaining  verses. 
The  clergyman,  with  appropriate  emphasis,  then 
announced  the  text  of  his  sermon:  "/S^e  hath 
done  what  she  could. "  The  efi'ect  on  the  sur- 
prised congregation  may  be  imagined. 


In  one  of  the  loAver  counties  of  Maryland  there 
flourished,  in  the  palmy  days  of  the  "  peculiar  in- 
stitution," an  old  darkey  preacher,  who  used  no 
notes,  and  prided  himself  on  his  extemporaneous 
efforts.  His  white  brethren  called  him  "Doc- 
tor"— a  title  which  he  accepted,  of  course,  with 
ludicrous  gravity.  At  a  camp-meeting  which  the 
"  Doctor"  Avas  holding,  one  of  these  friends  gaA'e 
him,  as  a  text,  this  passage  in  the  Psalms  of  Da- 
vid: "Wake,  psaltery  and  harp;  I  myself  will 
arise  right  early."  The  "Doctor"  adjusted  his 
spectacles,  and  read : 

"Wake,  peasle-tree  and  harp;  I  myself  wiU 
arouse  right  airly." 

The  "  Doctor"  went  on  to  explain  that  Moses 
Avas  a  very  airly  riser  ;  that  he  had  a  peasle-tree 
Avhich  grcAv  near  his  AvindoAV ;  and  that  he  Avas 
Avont  to  rise  mighty  airly  and  hang  out  his  harp 
on  de  peasle-tree,  wid  psalms. 


Speaking  of  texts :  A  story  is  told  of  a  Unita- 
rian minister  in  a  Massachusetts  toAvn  that  once, 
meeting  Avith  an  Orthodox  neighbor,  remarked 
that  he  Avas  greatly  troubled  to  think  up  proper 
subjects  for  his  sermons.  "Why,"  said  he,  "I 
preached  about  lobsters  last  Sunday,  and  what 
under  the  sun  I  shall  do  for  the  next,  unless  I 
exchange,  I  don't  knoAV. " 


A  well-known  modern  philosopher  thus  sus- 
tains the  mission  of  the  DraAver : 

"  It  is  really  Avorth  more  tCAV  the  Avorld  teAvhaA'e 
a  good-natured  man  born  into  it,  and  go  into  the 
good-natured  bissness,  than  to  have  a  poeck  born 
and  go  into  the  poeckry  bissness.  Good-natured 
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men  work  up  into  fothers,  husbands,  and  broth- 
ers fust-rate,  and  without  enny  waste ;  they  make 
good  fellow-citizens,  and  every  body  feels  as  if 
they  had  some  stock  in  them ;  they  are  as  safe 
and  pleasant  as  root-beer.  The  good-natured 
man  an't  alwus  a  statesman,  nor  an't  alwus  just 
the  man  for  sekretary  of  the  treasury ;  but  tew 
grease  the  griddle  of  everyday  life,  tew  soften  the 
furious,  tew  raise  the  despondent,  and  tew  in- 
dorse sixty-day  paper,  he  weighs  at  least  a  tun. 
I  had  init'her  be  a  good-natured  man  than  tew 
have  a  seat  in  the  New  York  Legislature :  thare 
may  not  be  as  mutch  money  in  it,  but  thare  is 
ticice  the  vieans  of  grace." 

The  following  instance  of  touching  devotion 
to  the  memory  of  a  defunct  husband  is  copied 
from  a  recent  Spanish  paper  published  in  Paris  : 

THIS  morning  our  Saviour  summoned  away  the 
jeweler,  Siebaldlllmaga,  from  his  shop  to  another 
and  a  better  world.  The  undersigned,  his  Widow, 
will  weep  upon  his  tomb,  as  will  also  his  two  daugh- 
ters, Hilda  and  Emma,  the  former  of  whom  is  mar- 
ried, and  the  latter  is  open  to  an  ofter.  The  funeral 
will  take  place  to-morrow.  His  disconsolate  widow, 
Veronique  Illmaga. — P.  S.  This  bereavement  will  not 
interrupt  our  business,  which  will  be  carried  on  as 
usual,  only  our  place  of  business  will  be  removed  from 
No.  3  Tessi  des  Tenturiers  to  Ko.  4  Rue  de  Mission- 
uaire,  as  our  graspiug  landlord  has  raised  our  reut. 


In  a  late  English  magazine  we  have  an  article 
on  "  Shamrockiana,"  in  which  are  given  a  few 
fresh  anecdotes  of  the  Irish  rebellion  of  '98. 
Duels  were  then  a  matter  of  daily  occurrence, 
and  a  man's  candidature  for  a  club  was  always 
tested  by  the  question,  "Did  he  blaze?" — i.e., 
had  he  fought  ?  Curran's  second  duel  was  with 
Egan.  The  latter,  as  the  injured  party,  was  al- 
lowed to  have  the  first  shot.  He  fired  and  missed, 
and  then,  turning  around,  exclaimed,  "My  hon- 
or is  satisfied!"  and  was  about  to  walk  away; 
but  Curran  cried  out,  "^Yait  one  moment.  I 
mean  to  have  a  shot  at  '  your  honor ;' "  which  he 
did  to  some  purpose,  planting  a  bullet  in,  how- 
ever, a  not  very  fatal  part. 


Another  :  A  well-known  member  of  the  bar 
excused  himself  from  accepting  a  challenge  on 
the  plea  that  his  life  was  insured  for  ten  thousand 
pounds,  and  it  was  his  sole  provision  for  his  fam- 
ily, which  would  be  forfeited  if  he  came  by  his 
death  in  a  duel.  "Tell  him,"  said  his  antago- 
nist— since  that  a  judge — "that  I'll  give  him  a 
mortgage  on  my  estate  for  the  money,  and  let 
him  '  come  out'  with  an  easy  heart. " 

The  amiable  temper  that  pervaded  the  debates 
of  the  House  of  Commons  is  fairly  expressed  by 
the  words  with  which  Lord  Castlereagh  wound 
up  one  of  his  bitter  repHes :  "I  reprobate  the 
personalities  used  by  gentlemen  in  this  debate. 
I  deprecate  a  contest  of  this  nature.  But  if  any 
gentleman  conceives  himself  injured  by  any  gen- 
tleman on  this  side  of  the  House,  there  is  a  rem- 
edy within  his  reach,  which  I  am  proud  to  say 
there  is  no  one  on  these  benches  will  not  wilUng- 
ly  extend  to  him. "    There  was  courtesy ! 

"Was  it  Peter  Cartwright,  or  who  was  it,  that, 
desiring  to  convey  a  mild  criticism  on  the  too 
splendidly  ventilated  style  of  his  parsonage,  gave 
out  this  notice  one  Sunday  morning?  "There 
will  be  a  mite  society  on  Thursday  evening  next 


at  the  parsonage.    The  parsonage  is  a  little,  old, 

tumble-down  building  on  •  Street."    In  the 

evening  he  repeated  the  invitation,  thus  modi- 
fied :  "On  the  corner  of  the  street  near  my  res- 
idence is  a  well.  Said  w^ell  is  covered  over  and 
clap  -  boarded.  It  is  unpainted  and  weather- 
worn ;  but  I  wish  to  describe  it  so  that  none  of 
you  may  make  a  mistake  and  take  the  well  for 
the  parsonage.  The  mite  society  will  be  held  in 
the  parsonage,  not  in  the  well." 


A  VERY  elegant,  and,  to  a  certain  class  of 
readers,  very  charming  volume,  "  The  Memoirs 
of  Sir  George  Sinclair,"  has  just  been  published 
in  London — a  sort  of  book  seldom  published  in 
this  country — giving  delightful  reminiscences,  in- 
terspersed with  anecdotes,  of  one  of  the  purest, 
most  cultivated,  and  cleverest  men  of  his  time ; 
a  great  j)arliamentary  debater,  a  man  of  pohshed 
wit,  and  of  very  earnest,  practical  piety.  We 
quote  a  few  anecdotes,  commencing  with  one  of 
Lady  Janet  Sinclair,  his  grandmother,  who  was 
greatly  beloved  by  her  dependents :  "Their  con- 
fidence in  her  regard  for  them  was  not  misplaced. 
On  some  points,  especially  matrimony,  it  extend- 
ed to  a  degree  which  was  divertingly  eccentric. 
She  was  sensitively  anxious  that  each  of  her  fe- 
male domestics  should  find  a  suitable  husband 
and  ])rotector.  On  one  occasion,  during  a  seri- 
ous illness,  being  under  some  alarm  for  her  own 
life,  she  gave  her  maid  some  salutary  advice ; 
and,  among  other  admonitions,  pressed  upon  her 
the  necessity  of  being  married.  The  young  wo- 
man, no  doubt  astonished  at  the  introduction  of 
such  a  subject,  confessed  that  she  had  already 
entered  into  an  engagement  of  the  kind,  but  was 
prevented  from  completing  it  by  a  '  little  hin- 
drance.' 'And  what  is  that?'  said  her  mis- 
tress. 'Only  just,  my  leddy,  that  the  man  is 
married  already,  and  his  wife  is  not  dead  yet ; 
hut  they  tell  me  she  is  dying. ^  Lady  Janet  was 
satisfied,  and  expressed  the  comfort  she  had  re- 
ceived from  this  interesting  communication." 


' '  Notwithstanding  eccentricities  of  this  kind, 
Avhich  had  generally  a  benevolent  tendency,  some 
idea  of  the  respect  which  this  really  superior  wo- 
man inspired  among  her  Northern  neighbors  may 
be  gathered  from  another  story  which  she  some- 
times related.  She  happened  to  be  directress 
of  an  assembly  given  at  Edinburgh  while  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland  held 
their  session.  A  simple-minded  gentleman  in 
tlie  North,  no  doubt  as  little  conversant  with  ec- 
clesiastical affairs  as  with  the  nature  of  the  fash- 
ionable meeting  over  which  her  ladyship  was  to 
preside,  addressed  a  letter  of  business  to  '  The 
Right  Honorable  Lady  Janet  Sinclair,  Moderator 
of  the  General  Assembly,  Canongate,  Edinburgh.' 
This  simple  correspondent  did  not  mistake  in  sup- 
posing that  her  ladyship  took  real  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  the  Scottish  establishment,  and  the 
efficiency  of  its  ministers." 

Could  any  thing  be  more  racy  or  pungent  than 
the  following  passage  from  a  speech  made  by  Sir 
George  Sinclair  in  Parhament,  where  he  de- 
scribes, in  a  manner  singularly  graphic,  the  con- 
versation which  he  had  on  one  occasion,  at  din- 
ner, with  an  aristocratic  spinster  in  relation  to 
the  condition  of  the  working-classes  : 

"I  have  often  listened  with  indignation  and 
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disgust  to  the  colloquial  homilies  of  selfish  afflu- 
ence. I  had  the  honor,  some  years  ago,  to  sit 
at  dinner  next  to  a  very  prim,  somewhat  anti- 
quated, highly-respectable  spinster,  deeply  inter- 
ested in  the  fluctuations  of  the  three  per  cents, 
and  of  the  quadrille-table,  and  who,  in  the  soci- 
ety of  a  sleek  and  snarling  lapdog,  feasted  on  all 
the  delicacies  of  all  the  seasons.  While  she  was 
enjoying,  quite  con  aniore,  a  well- replenished 
plate  of  rich  and  savory  turtle-soup,  allusion  was 
made  to  the  disturbances  then  raging  in  certain 
districts,  where  the  working -classes  had  been 
driven  by  want  of  employment  to  perpetrate  acts 
of  violence.  My  fair  neighbor,  during  the  brief 
intervals  from  self-complacent  deglutition,  ex- 
claimed, '  Oh,  Sir,  national  unthankfulness  is  a 
very  heinous  sin !  How  multiplied  are  the  bene- 
fits which  a  gracious  Providence  is  daily  shower- 
ing down  upon  us,  the  unreasonable  inhabitants 
of  this  highly-favored  land !  I  wish  I  could  ex- 
postulate in  person  with  our  misguided  and  un- 
thinking countrymen  themselves. '  '  Champagne, 
ma'am?'  ' If  you  please.  But,  Sir,' continued 
she,  while  the  butler  was  pouring  a  bumper  of 
vin  dAy  into  her  glass,  '  I  blush  to  think  of  the 
return  which  we  are  making  for  mercies  of  which 
we  are  very  unworthy !  Is  it  not  awful  and  mel- 
ancholy to  consider' — here  she  drank  off  her  wine, 
which  was  remarkably  well  iced — '  that  perhaps 
at  this  moment,  by  way  of  requital  for  all  our 
blessings,  we  are  committing  outrages?  I  de- 
clare, when  one  thinks  upon  such  horrid  infatu- 
ation, it  makes  one's  flesh  creep  from  head  to 
foot  lest,  as  a  just  chastisement  for  all  our  crimes, 
we  should,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  be  deprived 
of  all  our  comfort — may  I  trouble  you  for  another 
spoovful  of  the  green  fat  f  " 


An  instance  of  a  timely  prayer,  well  put,  comes 
from  a  Sacramento  correspondent.  A  few  weeks 
since  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lucky,  Principal  of  the  State 
Normal  School,  and  frequently  acting  as  chap- 
lain of  the  Penitentiary  at  San  Quentin,  was  at 
Sacramento,  and  being  one  morning  in  the  Sen- 
ate Chamber,  was  requested  by  the  President  to 
open  the  proceedings  with  prayer,  which  he  did — 
whether  forgetting  the  place  he  was  in  or  the  peo- 
ple surrounding  him  we  can  not  say — in  the  fol- 
lowing manner : 

"O  Lord,  we  pray  Thee  that  Thy  mercies 
may  be  extended  to  these  poor  men,  who  have 
been  sent  here  from  all  parts  of  the  State,  con- 
victed of  various  crimes  and  misdemeanors ;  have 
mercy  upon  them,  we  beseech  Thee,  while  they 
are  here  serving  out  the  times  for  which  they  were 
sent ;  and  when  they  have  served  and  are  dis- 
missed from  these  walls,  may  they  return  to  their 
homes  better  men,  and  in  time  may  tJiey  become 
usef id  and  upright  citizens  and  honoT'able  mem- 
bers of  society !  We  ask  in  the  name  and  through 
the  merits  of  Christ,  our  Redeemer.  Amen." 

Whereupon  the  member  from  Yolo  arose  and 
said,  "Mr,  President,  I  move  to  strike  out  Yolo 
County.''^  The  scene  which  followed  can  be  bet- 
ter imagined  than  described. 


A  V1NELA.ND,  New  Jersey,  correspondent, 
meeting  accidentally  Mr;  Wendell  Phillips  in 
the  cars,  found  himself  quite  interested  in  his 
agreeable  society,  and  listened,  delighted,  to  his 
remarks  on  various  topics  of  the  day.  Of  course, 
during  an  hour's  ride,  he  advanced  some  hetero-  ! 
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dox  ideas.  Just  before  separating,  I  remarked 
that,  during  our  brief  intercourse,  he  had  exem- 
plified the  truthfulness  of  an  analysis  of  his  pe- 
culiar characteristics  as  given  by  another  eminent 
scholar  and  lecturer,  the  Rev,  John  Lord.  ' '  What 
did  Lord  say  ?"  inquired  Mr,  Phillips.  ' '  He  said 
that  Mr.  Phillips  was  a  profound  lawyer,  a  deep 
thinker,  a  logical  reasoner  —  who  could  make 
white  appear  black,  or  black  white,  and  prove  it.'^ 
Mr.  Phillips  laughed,  good-humoredly,  and  re- 
plied that  he  had  heard  the  story  before,  not  ex- 
actly as  coming  from  Mr.  Lord,  and,  Avhat  was 
more  remarkable,     many  jjersons  believed  it  1^'' 


This  is  not  a  bad  bit,  from  over  sea,  illustrating 
the  familiar,  daddylike  power  of  the  Irish  priest 
over  his  uncultured  constituents :  When  Father 
M'Govren  from  the  altar  had  on  three  successive 
Sundays  impressively  and  sonorously  demanded, 
"Who  stole  Darby Delaney's  vinegar?"  and  re- 
ceived no  answer,  he  supplemented,  on  the  last 
occasion,  in  a  tone  of  heart-felt  humiliation,  "Jim 
Riley,  Jim  Riley,  you  trate  me  with  contimpt.''^ 
Could  any  thing  be  more  simply  eloquent  than 
the  tender  delicacy  by  which  Mr.  Riley  was  re- 
called to  a  sense  of  honor,  wdthout  the  faintest 
aspersion  on  his  character?  The  vinegar  was 
restored  with  pleasing  alacrity. 


After  the  expiration  of  Mr.  Nesmith's  term 
as  United  States  Senator  from  Oregon  he  retired 
to  his  magnificent  farm  in  Polk  County,  in  that 
State.  Soon  afterward  he  was  nominated  by 
President  Johnson  as  Minister  to  Austria.  Gov- 
ernor Cole,  of  Washington  Territory,  started  to 
pay  Mr.  Nesmith  a  visit,  and  when  within  a  mile 
or  two  of  his  residence  met  a  native  of  the  Emer- 
ald Isle,  and  asked  him  if  he  could  tell  him  where 
the  new  Austrian  Minister  resided.  Pat  prompt- 
ly answered,  "No,  Sir;  there's  nary  preacher  in 
the  whole  neighborhood." 

Camp  -  meeting  is  there  now  ;  also  Father 
Mooney. 


There  was,  some  years  ago,  a  trial  for  murder 
in  Ireland  where  the  evidence  was  so  palpably 
insufficient  that  the  judge  stopped  the  case,  and 
directed  the  jury  to  bring  in  a  verdict  of  not 
guilty.  A  well-known  lawyer,  who  desired,  how- 
ever, to  do  something  for  the  fee  he  had  received 
for  the  defense,  claimed  the  privilege  of  address- 
ing the  Court.    "Well  hear  you  with  pleasure, 

Mr.  B  ,"  said  the  judge;  "but,  to  prevent 

accidents,  we'll  first  acquit  the  prisoner." 


In  another  case,  happily  not  one  involving  a 
life,  the  verdict  was  of  a  character  so  unique,  so 
very  Irish,  as  to  be  worthy  of  reproduction  in  the 
Drawer  for  the  benefit  of 'oncoming  counselors  : 
"How  could  you  have  the  conscience  to  give 
forty  thousand  pounds  in  that  seduction  case?" 
was  the  question  put  to  the  foreman  of  the  jury 
who  tried  the  celebrated  Bandon  issue,  where  the 
defendant  Avas  an  English  peer.  ' '  Begorra,  it  was 
a  fine  thing  to  bring  all  that  money  into  Ireland !" 
was  the  answer.  Against  such  patriotism  and 
justice  what  could  be  said? 


The  professions  of  integrity,  devotion  to  the 
public  interest,  conscience,  etc.,  so  frequently 
made  in  Congress  by  honorable  members,  who 
have  honorable  axes  to  grind,  reminds  one  of  the 
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epigrammatic  expression  of  Sir  Pertinax  Mac- 
svcophant,  who  wishes  his  son  to  do  something, 
and  is  alarmed  at  his  high-flown  notions  : 

Couscience !  why  you  are  mad.  Did  ye  ever  hear 
any  man  talk  o'  couscieuce  in  poleetical  matters  ?  Con- 
science, quoLha !  I  have  been  in  Parliament  these 
three-and-thraty  years,  and  never  heard  the  term  made 
use  of  before.  Sir,  it  is  an  unparliamentary  word,  and 
you  will  be  laughed  at  for  it." 

A  CORRESPONDENT  at  SprucG  Crcck,  Hunting- 
don Count}^  Pennsylvania,  sends  what  he  says 
is  an  unpublished  anecdote  of  the  late  Jacob 
Kruber,  an  eccentric  Methodist  preacher,  some 
of  whose  sayings  were  published  in  the  Drawer 
a  year  ago.  On  one  occasion  he  had  "stated 
preaching"  at  a  school-house  near  by,  called  The 
Hook.  In  his  valedictory  sermon  to  that  peo- 
ple he  said  :  "  Now  I  have  peen  breaching  to  de 
beobles  of  de  Hook  for  a  whole  year,  and  I  fer- 
rily  pelief  dat  I  hav  ton  ferry  little  goot ;  for  I 
do  tink  dat  if  de  beobles  of  de  Hook  was  to  die 
and  go  to  hell,  de  tevil  would  say  to  de  beobles 
of  Sotom  and  Gomorrah,  sdant  round  and  make 
room  for  de  beobles  of  de  Hook 


Our  Spruce  Creek  correspondent  continues : 
In  traveling  through  Missouri,  in  1845, 1  stopped 
a  few  days  with  a  hard-shell  Baptist  preacher  of 
the  name  of  Chism.  Talking  politics  one  even- 
ing, the  parson  said  that  the  ' '  hardest"  Demo- 
crat (there  were  "hards"  and  "softs"  in  those 
days)  he  ever  knew  was  Colonel  Johnson,  of 
Booneville.  He  had  been  to  see  the  Colonel  a 
few  days  before  his  death.  On  entering  the  room 
he  said : 

"I'm  glad  to  see  you,  parson — glad  you've 
come ;  if  you  had  waited  much  longer  you 
wouldn't  have  seen  the  old  Democrat." 

"  I  suppose,  Colonel,  you  are  prepared  for  the 
change,  since  you  are  so  fully  aware  of  it  ?" 

"Well,  I  don't  know  much  about  that.  I 
have  thought  I  Avould  do  there  pretty  much  as 
I've  had  to  do  here — take  things  as  they  come ; 
but  there's  one  thing  I  have  made  up  my  mind 
to.  When  I  come  to  where  the  roads  fork,  I 
shall  inquire  which  way  the  '  coons'  have  gone, 
and  I'll  be  if  I  go  that  way !" 


The  follomng  was  recently  found  on  the  table 
of  a  distinguished  judge  ' '  up  in  Varmount : " 
"  There  was  a  little  Company 
Made  2^19  from  iron  ore ; 
The  pig  got  into  Chancery, 
And  then  became  a  bore." 


Not  very  long  since  the  Eev.  Dr.  A  ,  of 

Boston,  was  called  from  his  study  in  the  evening 
to  marry  a  couple,  who  were  in  waiting  for  that 
))urpose  in  his  parlor.  They  appeared  to  be  from 
the  humbler  walks  oflife.  After  the  service  was 
performed 'there  was  a  pause.  The  bride  and 
groom  looked  at  each  other  inquiringly.  After 
a  short  interval  the  bride  came  forward  with  a 
courtesy,  and  said:  "We  are  very — much — 
obliged — to  you — Sir — and — hope — at — some — 
time — to — be — able — to — retaliate 


A  CORRESPONDENT  at  Jacksonville,  Illinois, 
gives  this  instance  of  the  indifference  of  the  ju- 
venile African  of  the  period  to  the  blessings  of 
our  educational  system : 

Some  months  ago  the  building  in  which  the 
"colored"  school  in  that  place  was  held  was 


found  to  be  on  fire,  and,  before  the  engines  could 
be  got  in  play,  was  consumed.  Of  course  a  large 
crowd  was  collected,  and  the  usual  talk  was  in- 
dulged in  as  to  how  it  had  occurred,  etc.  One 
little  colored  boy,  after  watching  the  fire  until 
the  novelty  of  the  thing  had  ceased,  started  down 
street,  saying,  "Golly!  I's  gla'd  the  old  thing's 
burned ;  didn't  have  my  jog'fry  lesson  nohow !" 


From  Hardinsbarg,  Kentucky,  comes  narra- 
tive of  a  young  gentleman  of  that  State  who  hap- 
pened to  be  at  a  wedding  party  at  Avhich  Mrs. 

B  ,  the  wife  of  a  Methodist  minister,  was 

present.  Our  young  friend  was  fond  of  pleas- 
antry, and  at  the  supper-table  brought  her  a 
huge  plate  of  meat,  etc.,  enough  for  half  a  doz- 
en, saying,  "  When  you  want  more  just  back  up 
your  cart."  "I  will,"  said  the  lady,  "  if  I  can 
get  the  saine  donkey  to  draw  it!"  The  reply 
seems  new,  and  good  enough  to  carry  the  "cart" 
part,  which  always  was  an  ancient  Miller. 

At  a  recent  "church  sociable"  in  one  of  the 
cities  of  Ohio  there  happened  to  be  present  sev- 
eral lady  school-teachers,  some  of  whom  were 
members  of  the  church.  In  the  course  of  con- 
j  versation  remark  was  made  respecting  the  gov- 
ernment of  children  b}'  love  instead  of  coercion  ; 
to  which  one  of  the  ladies  responded  that  she 
never  thought  of  enforcing  authority  over  pupils 
■  in  any  other  way  than  by  love.  "  Well,  love  or 
no  love,"  said  an  ungallant  gentleman,  "  it's  very 
certain  that  '  school  marms,'  as  a  class,  get  ver}^ 
misanthropical  after  teaching  a  short  time ;  in 
fiict,  the  milk  of  their  human  kindness  turns  quite 
sour."  "You  are  mistaken,  Sir,"  quickly  an- 
swered a  young  lady  present;  "that  milic  you 
speak  of  never  turns  sour  within  the  pale  of  the 
church!" 


There  used  to  be  a  pious  old  negro  in  Boston 
named  Caisar,  and  he  was  in  the  habit  of  praying 
so  loudly  as  to  be  heard  by  many  of  the  neigh- 
bors. On  retiring  for  the  night  his  petition  in- 
variably was:  "Lord,  send  dy  angel  for  ole 
Cffisar — ole  Caesar  always  ready."  One  evening 
two  of  his  neighbors,  good  men,  but  sometimes 
bored  by  his  "style,"  thought  they  would  try 
him  on.  They  took  position  at  his  door,  and 
when  the  usual  petition  was  made  that  "the 
Lord  would  send  the  angel,"  ole  Ciesar  being  al- 
ways ready,  they  knocked  loudly  at  the  door. 

"  Who  dar  ?"  said  the  darkey. 

"The  angel  of  the  Lord,  come  for  old  Cassar," 
was  the  reply. 

Out  went  the  light,  a  scrambling  into  bed  was 
heard,  and  then,  in  trembling  voice,  that  same 
old  uncle  said:  "Go  way,  dar!  go  way!  Ole 
Ccesar  bin* dead  dis  ten  year 

What  are  we  to  think  of  the  morals  of  the  wo- 
men of  Ohio?  We  have  it  on  high  authority 
that  only  a  few  days  since  a  woman  in  one  of 
the  rural  parts  of  the  State  came  to  the  village 
store  to  buy  things  and  sell  her  paper-rags.  The 
clerk,  in  weighing  the  latter,  found  in  the  bag  a 
Bible,  with  very  few  leaves  gone.  Thinking  the 
good  woman  must  have  made  a  mistake,  he  men- 
tioned the  circumstance.  "Oh  no,"  replied  she, 
"  no  mistake  at  all ;  my  husband  takes  the  Cin- 
cinnati Enquirer  now,  and  we've  no  more  use  for 
the  Bible." 


